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INTRODUCTION. 


LIFE   OF   CHAUCER. 

Geoffrey  Chaucer  was  born  in  London,  about  1340  (not  1338,  as  was  formerly 
tfaid).  His  Either  was  John  Chaucer,  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,  and  his  mother's 
name  was  Agnes.  His  grandfather  was  Robert  Chaucer,  of  Ipswich  and  London,  who 
married  a  widow  named  Maria  Heyroun,  with  a  son  Thomas  Ueyroun.  John 
Chaucer's  house  stood  in  Upper  Thames  Street,  beside  Walbrook,  just  where  that 
street  is  now  crossed  by  the  South-Eastem  Railway  from  Cannon-street  Station.  Here 
it  was  that  the  poet  spent  his  earliest  days,  and  in  an  interesting  passage  in  his  Par- 
doneres  Tale  (lines  549-572),  he  incidentally  displays  his  knowledge  of  various  wines 
and  the  ways  of  mixing  them  together. 

John  Chaucer,  the  poet's  father,  was  in  attendance  on  Edward  III.  in  1338, and  this 
connexion  with  the  court  led  to  his  son's  employment  there,  some  years  afterwards,  as 
a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  the  third  son  of 
Edward  III.  In  the  household  accounts  of  this  princess,  mention  is  made  of  various 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  purchased  for  '  Geoffrey  Chaucer'  in  April, 
May,  and  December,  1357,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old.  In  1359  he  joined 
the  army  of  Edward  JII.  when  that  king  invaded  France,  and  was  there  taken  pris- 
oner. In  May,  1360,  the  peace  of  Bretigny  (near  Chartres)  was  concluded  between  the 
French  and  English  kings.  Chaucer  had  been  set  at  liberty  in  March,  when  Edward 
paid  16/.  towards  his  ransom. 

1367.  We  can  only  conjecture  the  manner  in  which  he  spent  his  life  from  hints 
given  us  in  his  own  works,  and  from  various  notices  of  him  in  official  records.  To 
consider  the  latter  first,  we  find,  from  the  Issue  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  life-pen- 
sion of  20  marks  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Chaucer  in  1367,  in  consideration  of  his 
services,  as  being  one  of  the  valets  of  the  king's  household.  During  1368  and  part  of 
1369  he  was  in  London,  and  received  his  pension  in  jserson.  In  October,  1368,  his 
patron.  Prince  Lionel,  died,  and  it  appears  that  Chaucer's  services  were  consequently 
transferred  to  the  next  brother,  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster. 

1360.  In  the  autumn  of  1369,  the  year  of  the  third  great  jsestilencc  of  Edwards 
reign,  Blanche,  the  first  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
Chaucer  did  honour  to  her  memory  in  one  of  his  earliest  poems,  entitled  '  The  Deth  of 
Blaunche  the  Duchesse.* 

1370-1373.  From  1370  to  1386,  Chaucer  was  attached  to  the  court,  and  employed 
in  frequent  diplomatic  services. 

In  December,  1372,  being  employed  in  the  king's  service,  he  left  England  for  Qenoft, 
Pisa,  and  ^prence^  and  remained  in  Italy  for  nearly  eleven  months,  but  we  again  find 
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him  in  London  on  November  22, 1373.  This  visit  of  his  to  Italy  is  of  great  importance, 
as  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  his  writings,  and  enables  us  to  understand  the 
development  of  his  genius. 

1374.  His  conduct  during  this  mission  to  Italy  met  with  the  fiiU  approval  of  the 
king,  who,  on  the  celebration  of  the  great  festival  at  Windsor  on  St.  George's  day 
(April  23)  in  1374,  granted  our  poet  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily,  to  be  received  from  the 
king's  butler.  On  May  10  of  the  same  year,  Chaucer  took  a  lease  of  a  house  in  Aid- 
gate,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  from  the  Corporation  of  London ;  but  he  afterwards  gave 
it  up  to  a  friend  in  October,  1386;  and  it  is  probable  Ihat  he  had  ceased  to  reside  in  it 
for  a  year  or  more  previously.  On  June  8, 1374,  he  was  appointed  to  the  important 
office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and  Leather,  for 
the  port  of  London;  and  a  few  days  later  (June  13)  received  a  life-pension  of  10/. 
from  the  duke  of  Lancaster  for  the  good  service  rendered  by  him  and  his  wife  Philippa 
to  the  said  Duke,  to  his  consort,  and  to  his  mother  the  Queen.  This  b  the  first 
mention  of  Philippa  Chaucer  as  Geoffrey's  wife,  though  a  Philippa  Chaucer  is  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Chamber  to  Queen  Philippa,  on  September  12, 
1366,  and  subsequently.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Chaucer  was  not  married 
till  1374,  and  thdt  he  married  a  relative,  or  at  least  some  one  bearing  the  same  name 
as  himself ;  but  this  supposition  is  needless  and  improbable;  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Philippa  Chaucer  mentioned  in  1366  may  not  have  been  already  married  to  the 
poet,  who  was  then  at  least  a6  years  of  age. 

1375.  In  1375  his  income  was  increased  by  receiving  from  the  Crown  (Novem- 
ber 8)  the  custody  of  the  lands  and  person  of  one  Edmond  Staiplegate,  of  Kent.  This 
he  retained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  received  104/. ;  together  with  some  smaller 
sums  from  another  source. 

1376.  On  July  la,  1376,  the  king  granted  Chaucer  the  sum  of  71/.  4J.  6</.,  being  the 
value  of  a  fine  paid  by  one  John  Kent  for  shipping  wool  without  paying  the  duty 
thereon.  Towards  the  end  of  this*  year.  Sir  John  Burley  and  Geoffrey  Chaucer  were 
employed  upon  some  secret  service,  for  which  the  latter  received  6/.  13J.  4d. 

1377.  In  February,  1377,  Chaucer  was  employed  on  a  secret  mission  to  Flanders, 
and  received  for  it,  in  all,  the  sum  of  30/.  In  April  he  was  sent  to  France,  to  treat 
for  p>eace  with  king  Charles  V.;  for  this  service  he  received,  in  all,  the  sum  of 
48/.  13X.  4d,  On  June  21,  king  Edward  III.  died^  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson, 
Richard  II. 

1378.  In  January,  Chaucer  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  France.  Soon  after- 
wards, he  was  again  sent  to  Italy,  from  May  28  to  September  19.  being  employed  on 
a  mission  to  Lombardy,  to  treat  with  Bemabo  Visconti,  duke  of  Milan ;  to  whose 
death  (in  1385)  the  poet  alludes  in  his  Monkes  Tale  (11.  3589-3596) ,  where  he  describes 
him  as  — 

•  Of  Melan  grete  Bamabo  Viscounte, 
God  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye.' 

Before  leaving  England  on  this  business,  Chaucer  appointed  his  friend  John  Gower, 
the  poet,  as  one  of  his  agents  to  represent  him  in  his  absence. 

1380.  By  deed  of  May  i,  1380,  one  Cecilia  Chaumpayne  released  Chaucer  from  a 
charge  which  she  had  brought  against  him, '  de  raptu  meo.'  We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  either  the  nature  of  the  charge,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

1382.  We  have  seen  that  Chaucer  had  been  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Wool 
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Customs  in  1374.    Whilst  still  retmining  this  office,  be  wms  now  also  appointed  Comp- 
troller  of  the  Petty  Customs  (May  8,  138a). 

1385.  In  February,  1385.  be  was  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  nominating  a  per- 
manent deputy  to  perform  his  duties  as  Comptroller.  It  is  highly  probable  that  he 
owed  this  favour  to  '  the  good  queen  Anne,'  first  wife  of  king  Richard  II. ;  for.  in  the 
Prologue  to  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  written  during  this  period  of  his 
newly-acquired  freedom  from  irksome  duties,  he  expresses  himself  most  gratefully 
towards  her. 

If  we  may  trust  the  description  of  his  house  and  garden  in  the  Prologue  to  the 
Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  composed  in  the  spring  of  1385,  it  would  appear 
that  he  was  then  living  in  the  country,  and  had  already  given  up  his  house  over  the 
city  gate  at  Aldgate  to  Richard  Forster,  who  obtained  a  formal  lease  of  it  from  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  in  October.  1386.  We  learn  incidentally,  from  a  note  to  the 
Envoy  to  Scogan.  I  45.  that  he  was  living  at  Greenwich  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  that 
poem  (probably  in  1393).  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  residence  at  Green- 
wich extended  from  1385  to  the  end  of  1399,  when  he  took  a  new  house  at  Westminster. 
This  supposition  agrees  weD  with  various  hints  that  we  obtain  from  other  notices. 
Thus,  in  1390,  he  was  appointed  (with  five  others)  to  superintend  the  repairing  of  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woohvich  and  Greenwich.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
robbed  at  Hatcham  (as  we  shall  see  below),  which  is  near  Deptford  and  Greenwich. 
And  vre  find  the  singular  reference  in  the  Canterbury  Tales  (A  3907),  where  the  Host 
suddenly  exclaims — '  Lo !  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe  is  inne ' ;  which  looks  like 
a  sly  insinuation,  on  the  Host's  part,  that  Greenwich  at  that  time  contained  many 
'  shrews '  or  rascals.  Few  places  would  serve  better  than  Greenwich  for  firequent  obser- 
vation of  Canterbury  pilgrims. 

1386.  In  this  year  Chaucer  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Kent,  in  the 
Parliament  held  at  Westminster.  In  August,  his  patron  John  of  Gaunt  went  to  Spain ; 
and  during  his  absence,  his  brother  Thomas,  duke  of  Gloucester,  contrived  to  deprive 
the  king  of  all  power,  by  appointing  a  regency  of  eleven  persons,  himself  being  at 
the  head  of  them.  As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  ill  disposed  towards  his  brother 
John,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  thus  account  for  the  fiact  that,  in  December  of 
this  year,  Chaucer  was  dismissed  from  both  his  offices,  of  Comptroller  of  Wool  and 
Comptroller  of  Petty  Customs,  others  being  appointed  in  his  place.  This  sudden 
and  great  loss  reduced  the  poet  from  comparative  wealth  to  poverty;  he  was 
compelled  to  raise  money  upon  his  pensions,  which  were  assigned  to  John  Scalby  on 
May  I,  1388. 

In  October  of  this  year  (1386),  there  was  a  femous  trial  between  Richard  Lord 
Scrope  and  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  during  which  Chaucer  deposed  that  he  was  '  forty 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  had  borne  arras  for  twenty-seven  years.'  He  was,  in 
hct,  about  forty-six  years  old,  having  been  bom,  as  said  above,  about  1340.  More- 
over, it  is  probable  that  he  first  bore  arms  in  1359,  when  he  went  with  the  invading 
army  to  France.    This  exactly  tallies  with  his  own  statement. 

1387.  In  this  year  died  Chaucer's  wife,  Philippa ;  to  this  loss  he  alludes  in  his 
Envoy  to  Bukton.  It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  was  composing  portions 
of  his  greatest  poem,  the  Cantertniry  Tales. 

1380.  On  May  3.  Richard  II.  suddenly  took  the  government  into  his  own  hands. 
John  of  Gaunt  returned  to  England  soon  afterwards,  and  effected  an  outward  recon- 
ciliation between  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester.    The  Lancastrian  party  was 
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now  once  more  in  power,  and  Chaucer  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  King's  Works  at 
Westminster  on  July  12,  at  a  salary  of  sj.  a  day  (more  than  i/.  of  our  present  money, 
at  the  least). 

1390.  In  this  year,  Chaucer  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Works  at  St 
George's  Chapel  at  Windsor,  and  was  put  on  a  Commission  to  repair  the  banks 
of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  a  writ,  dated  July  i  in  this 
year,  he  was  allowed  the  costs  of  putting  up  Scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the  King 
and  Queen  to  view  the  tournament  which  had  taken  place  there  in  May.  This 
helps  to  explain  the  minute  account  of  the  method  of  conducting  a  tournament 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  Knight's  Tale.  In  the  preceding  month  he  had  been 
appointed,  by  the  Earl  of  March,  joint  Forester  (with  Richard  Brittle)  of  North 
Petherton  Park  in  Somerset.  In  September,  he  was  twice  robbed  of  some  of  the 
king's  money;  once,  at  Westminster,  of  10/.;  and  again,  near  the  '  foule  ok'  (foul 
oak)  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  of  9/.  y.  M.;  but  the  repayment  of  these  sums  was  forgiven 
him. 

1391.  This  is  the  date  given  by  Chaucer  to  his  prose  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his  'little  son'  Lewis,  of  whom  nothing  ir<ore  is 
known ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  at  an  early  age.  At  this  time,  for  some 
unknown  reason,  the  poet  unfortunately  lost  his  appointment  as  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

1394.  In  February  of  this  year,  Chaucer  received  a  grant  from  the  king  of  20/. 
a  year  for  life ;  nevertheless,  he  seems  to  have  been  in  want  of  money,  as  we  find  liim 
making  applications  for  the  advancement  of  money  from  his  pension. 

1398.  In  this  year  or  the  preceding,  Chaucer  was  made  sole  Forester  of  North 
Petherton  Park,  instead  of  joint  Forester,  as  in  1390.  In  the  Easter  Term,  he  was  sued 
for  a  debt  of  14/.  is.  iid.  In  Octot>er,  the  king  granted  him  a  tun  of  wine  yearly,  for 
his  life-time. 

1399.  On  September  30,  Henry  IV.  became  king  of  England,  and  Chaucer  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  complaint  regarding  his  poverty,  called  a '  Compleynt  to  his  Purs,' 
in  response  to  which,  only  four  days  afterwards,  Henry  granted  that  the  poet's  pension 
of  twenty  marks  (13/.  6s,  Sd.)  should  be  doubled,  in  addition  to  the  ao/.  a  year  which 
had  been  granted  to  him  in  1394. 

On  Christmas  eve  of  this  year,  Chaucer  took  a  long  lease  of  a  house  in  the  garden 
of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mary,  Westminster ;  this  house  stood  near  the  spot  now  occupied 
by  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel.  The  lease  is  in  the  Muniment  Room  of  West- 
minster Abbey  (Historical  MSS.  Commission,  i.  95). 

1400.  The  traditional  date  of  Chaucer's  death  is  October  25,  1400 ;  in  the  second 
year  of  Henry  IV.  His  death  doubtless  took  place  in  his  newly-acquired  hous*  at 
Westminster  ;  and  he  attained  to  the  age  of  about  sixty  years.  Of  his  family, 
nothing  is  known.  His  '  little  son '  Lewis  probably  died  young ;  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence earlier  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  that  the  Thomas  Chaucer  whose  great- 
grandson,  John  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  was  declared  heir  to  the  throne  by  his 
uncle,  Richard  III.,  in  1484,  was  Chaucer's  son.  As  Thomas  Chaucer  was  a  man  of 
great  wealth,  and  of  some  mark,  we  should  have  expected  to  find  early  and  undoubted 
evidence  as  to  his  parentage.  We  find,  however,  that  Thomas  Gascoigne,  who  wrote 
a  Theological  Dictionary,  and  died  in  1458,  refers  to  the  poet  in  these  words :  —  *  Fuit 
idem  Chawserus  pater  Thomae  Chawserus,  armigeri,  qui  Thomas  sepelitur  in  Nuhelm 
iuxta  Oxoniam.'  Gascoigne  was  in  a  position  to  know  the  truth,  since  he  was  Chan- 
cellor of  Oxford,  and  Thomas  Chaucer  had  held  the  manor  of  Ewelme,  at  no 
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great  disUnce,  till  his  death  in  1434.  If  this  information  be  correct,  it  then 
becomes  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  wife  Philippa  was  Philippa  Roet,  sister 
of  the  Katharine  de  Roet  of  Hainault,  who  married  Sir  John  Swynford,  and  after- 
wards became  the  mistress,  and  in  1396  the  third  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt.  This 
has  been  inferred  from  the  f^ct  that  Thomas  Chaucer's  arms  contain  three  wheels, 
supposed  to  represent  the  name  of  Roet ;  since  the  Old  French  roet  means  '  a  little 
wheel.*  Those  who  accept  this  inference  see  good  reasons  for  explaining  the 
favours  extended  to  Chaucer  both  by  John  of  Gaunt  himself  and  his  son  King 
Henry  IV. 

CHARACTER  OF  CHAUCER. 

There  is  no  space  here  for  exhibiting  fiilly  the  revelation  of  Chaucer's  character 
as  expressed  by  numerous  passages  in  his  works.  We  easily  recognise  in  them 
a  man  of  cheerful  and  genial  nature,  with  great  powers  of  originality,  full  of 
freshness  and  humour,  a  keen  observer  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  en- 
thusiastic and  untiring  student  of  books.  He  tells  a  story  excellently  and  sets  his 
characters  before  us  with  dramatic  clearness ;  and  he  has  also  an  exquisite  ear  for 
music  and  pays  grestt  attention  to  the  melodious  flow  of  his  verse.  Except  in  his 
prose  tales,  he  frequently  affects,  in  his  Canterbury  Tales,  an  air  of  simplicity 
which  sits  upon  him  gracefully  enough.  In  his  Prologue  to  Sir  Ikopas,  he  describes 
himself  as  a  '  large/  i.  e.  a  somewhat  corpulent  man,  and  no  '  poppet '  to  embrace, 
that  is.  not  slender  in  the  waist ;  as  having  an  '  elvish '  or  abstracted  look,  often  , 
staring  on  the  ground  'as  if  he  would  find  a  hare.'  and  '  doing  no  dalliance '  to  any 
man,  i.  e.  not  entering  briskly  into  casual  conversation.  His  numerous  references 
and  quotations  show  that  he  was  deeply  read  in  all  medieval  learning,  and  well 
acquainted  with  Latin,  French  (both  of  England  and  of  the  continent) ,  and  Italian, 
besides  being  a  master  of  the  East-midland  dialect  of  English.  A  passage  in  the 
Reves  Tale  imitates  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  with 
much  fidelity.  On  the  other  hand,  he  occasionally  introduces  forms  into  his  poems 
that  are  peculiarly  Kentish;  owing,  as  I  "am  inclined  to  suggest,  to  his  residence 
for  some  years  at  Greenwich.  In  his  Horns  of  Fanu,  he  tells  us  how  he  had  'set  his 
wit  to  make  books,  songs,  and  ditties  in  rime/  and  often  '  made  his  head  ache  at 
night  with  writing  in  his  study.'  For,  when  he  had  done  his  official  work  for  the 
day,  and  *  made  his  reckonings.'  he  used  to  go  home  and  become  wholly  absorbed 
in  his  books,  'hearing  neither  this  nor  that';  and,  'in  stead  of  rest  and  new 
things '  (recreation),  he  used  '  to  sit  at  a  book,  as  dumb  as  a  stone,  till  his  look  was 
dased ' ;  and  thus  did  he  '  live  as  a  hermit,  though  (unlike  a  hermit)  his  abstinence 
was  but  little.'  So  great  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Legend  of  Good 
Womem)  was  his  Ipve  of  nature,  that.  '  when  the  month  of  May  is  come,  and  I  hear 
the  birds  sing,  and  see  the  flowers  springing  up,  farewell  then  to  my  book  and  ■ 

'to  my  devotion'  to  reading.  In  many  passages  he  insists  on  the  value  of  the 
purity  of  womanhood  and  the  nobility  of  manhood,  taking  the  latter  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  good  feeling  and  courtesy.  As  he  says  in  TAe  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale^ 
'  the  man  who  is  alwa]fs  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  endeavours  to  be  constant  in  the 
performance  of  gentle  deeds,  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  greatest  gentleman.     Christ 

I  desires  that  we  should  derive  our  gentleness  from  Him,  and  not  from  our  ancestors^ 

'  however  rich.' 
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WRITINGS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Other  notices  of  Chaucer  must  be  gathered  from  his  writings  and  from  what  we 
know  about  them.  It  is  advisable  to  date  his  various  works,  where  possible,  as  well  as 
we  can,  and  to  consider  the  result. 

Chaucer's  works  fall  (as  shewn  by  Ten  Brink)  into  three  periods.  During  the 
first  of  these,  he  imitated  French  models,  particularly  the  famous  and  very  long  poem 
entitled  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose,  of  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  he  made  a  translation. 
It  so  happens  that  there  exist  what  are  apparently  two,  but  are  really  three  frag- 
ments of  translations  of  two  different  parts  of  this  poem;  they  are  found  in  a 
MS.  at  Glasgow,  written  out  about  A.D.  1430-40,  and  in  the  early  printed  editions. 
These  three  fragments,  marked  A,  B,  C  in  the  present  volume,  appear  to  be  by 
different  hands ;  and  only  the  first  of  them  can  be  reconciled  with  Chaucer's  usual 
diction  and  grammar.  We  must  regretfully  infer  that  the  major  part  of  Chaucer's 
own  translation  is  irrecoverably  lost  The  poems  of  this  First  Period  were  written 
before  he  set  out  on  his  Italian  travels  in  1372,  and  there  is  no  trace  in  them  of  any 
Italian  influence. 

The  poems  of  the  Second  Period  (1373-1384)  clearly  shew  the  influence  of  Italian 
literature,  especially  of  Dante's  Divina  Com  media,  and  of  Bocciu:cio's  poems  entitled 
II  Teseide  and  II  Filostrato.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that 
Chaucer  was  acquainted,  at  first-hand,  with  Boccaccio's  Decamerone. 

The  poems  of  the  Third  Period  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  larger  share  of  origi- 
nality, and  are  considered  as  beginning  with  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  the  first 
poem  in  which  the  poet  employed  what  is  now  known  as  the  '  heroic '  couplet, which 
he  adapted  from  Guillaume  de  Machault. 

The  following  list  is  arranged,  conjecturalty,  in  chronological  order. 

Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  {lost). 

Book  of  the  Leoun  {losl), 

Ceys  and  Alcioun;  afterwards  (probably)  partly  preserved  in  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse. 

The  Romaunt  of  the  Rose.  (Fragment  A  (11.  1-1705)  is  all  that  can  fairly  be 
claimed  as  Chaucer's  work.  Fragment  B  is  written  in  a  dialect  approximating  to  that 
of  Lincolnshire.    The  author  of  Fragment  C,  like  that  of  B,  remains  unknown.) 

A.  B.  C.  —  Minor  Poems,  I. 

1369.  Book  of  the  Duchesse.  —  M.  P.  III. 

Lyf  of  St.  Cecyle  (afterwards  adapted  to  become  the  Second  Nonnes  Tale). 

Monkes  Tale  (parts  of) ;  lines  3365-3652  clearly  belong  to  a  later  p>eriod« 

About  1372-3.    Clerkes  Tale ;  except  E  995-1008,  and  the  Envoy. 

Palamon  and  Arcite  ;  of  which  some  scraps  arc  preserved  in  other  poems.  It  was 
also  used  as  the  basis  of  the  Knightes  Tale. 

Compleint  to  his  Lady.  —  M.  P.  VI. 

An  Amorous  Compleint,  made  at  Windsor.  —  M.  P.  XXII. 

Womanly  Noblesse.  —  M.  P.  XXIV. 

Compleint  unto  Pit6.  — M.  P.  II. 

Anelida  and  Arcite  (containing  ten  stanzas  from  Palamon).  —  M.  P.  VII. 

The  Tale  of  Melit>eus  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Albertano  of 
Brescia. 

The  Persones  Tale  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  fix)m  Frftre  Lorens. 
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Of  the  Wretched  Eogendring  of  Mankind ;  mentioned  in  the  Legend,  Text  A, 
L  4x4;  and  partly  preserved  in  scraps  occurring  in  the  Man  of  Lawes  Tale.  B  99-i3i» 
431-7. 771-7.  9a5-93i.  113S-41. 

Man  of  Lawes  Tale  (in  its  original  form)  ;  partly  translated  from  Nicholas  Trivet. 

1377-81.  Translation  of  Boethius. 

1379?  Complaint  of  Mars.  —  M.  P.  IV. 

1379-83'  Tfoi'us  and  Criscyde ;  (partly  from  Boccaccio's  II  Pilostnito  and  Guido 
delle  Colonne's  Historia  Troiae;  containing  three  stanzas  from  Palamon). 

Wordes  to  Adam  (concerning  Boethius  and  Troilus).  —  M.  P.  VIII. 

The  Former  Age;  chiefly  from  Boethius.  Book  II.  met.  V.—  M.  P.  IX. 

Fortune ;  containing  hints  from  Boethius.  —  M.  P.  X. 

1382.  Parlement  of  Foules  (containing  six  stanzas  from  Palamon).  —  M.  P.  V. 

1383--4.  House  of  Fame ;  containing  hints  from  Dante ;  unJlMisktd, 

1385-6.  Legend  of  Good  Women ;  ttn/Snisked, 

1386.  Canterbury  Tales  begun. 

1387-8.  Central  period  of  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1389,  &C.  The  Tales  continued. 

X391.  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe;  chiefly  from  Messahala;  Mm/Sntshtd. 

1393?  Compleint  of  Venus.  — M.  P.  XVIII. 

1393.  Lenvoy  to  Scogan.  —  M.  P.  XVI. 

1396.  Lenvoy  to  Bukton.  —  M.  P.  XVII. 

1399.  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse.  —  M.  P.  XIX. 

The  following  occasional  triple  roundel  and  balades  may  have  been  composed 
between  1380  and  1396 :  — Merciless  Beauts.  —  M.  P.  XI.  Balade  to  Rosemounde. — 
M.  P.  XII.  Against  Women  Unconstaunt.  —  M.  P.  XXI.  Compleint  to  his  Purse 
(except  the  Envoy).  —  M.  P.  XIX.  Lak  of  Stedfastnessc.  —  M.  P.  XV.  Gentilesse.  — 
M.  P.  XIV.    Truth.—  M.  P.  XIII.     Proverbes  of  Chaucer.—  M.  P.  XX. 

EDITIONS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Several  of  Chaucer's  Poems  were  printed  at  various  times  by  Caxton  and  others^ 
but  the  first  collected  edition  of  his  works  was  that  edited  by  W.  Thynne  in  1532. 
This  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  the  spurious  Plowman's  Tale,  in  1543 ;  and 
again,  about  1550.  Later  editions  appeared  in  1561  (with  large  additions  by  John 
Stowe) ;  in  1598  (re-edited  by  Thomas  Speght),  second  edition.  i6oa.  and  reprinted  in 
1687.  Still  later  editions  were  the  very  bad  one  by  Urry,  in  1721.  and  the  excellent  one 
by  Tyrwhitt,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  only,  in  1775-8.  These  editions,  excepting 
Tyrwhiti's,  have  done  much  to  confuse  the  public  as  to  the  genuine  works  of  Chaucer^ 
because  in  them  a  large  number  of  poems,  some  known  (even  by  the  editors)  to  be  by 
Lydgate,  Gower,  Hoccleve,  and  Scogan,  together  with  others  obviously  spurious,  were 
carelessly  added  to  works  by  Chaucer  himself ;  and  many  erroneous  notions  have 
been  deduced  from  the  study  of  this  incongruous  mixture. 

It  must  suffice  to  say  here  that  most  of  the  later  editions,  since  the  publication  of 
Tyrwhitt's  remarks  on  the  subject,  reject  many  of  these  additional  pieces,  but  still 
unadvisedly  admit  the  poems  entitled  The  Court  of  Love,  The  Complaint  of  the  Black 
Knight,  Chaucer^ s  Dream,  The  Flower  and  the  Leaf  and  The  Cuckoo  and  the  S'ightm" 
gale.  Of  these,  The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight  is  now  known  to  be  by  Lydgate ; 
The  Flower  and  the  Leaf  cannot  be  earlier  than  1450,  and  was  probably  written,  as  it 
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purports  to  be,  by  a  lady ;  whilst  The  Court  of  Love  can  hardly  be  earlier  than  1500, 
and  Chaucer's  Dream  (so  called)  is  of  still  later  date.  Nothing  but  a  complete  igno- 
rance of  the  history  of  the  English  language  can  connect  these  fifteenth-century  and 
sixteenth-century  poems  with  Chaucer.  The  only  poem,  in  the  above  set.  which  can 
possibly  be  as  old  as  the  fourteenth  century,  is  The  Cuckoo  and  the  NightingcUe,  There 
is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  it  with  Chaucer ;  and  Professor  Lounsbury 
decisively  rejects  it,  on  the  internal  evidence.  It  admits  a  few  rimes  (see  p.  xxii)  such 
as  Chaucer  nowhere  employs. 


GRAMMATICAL  HINTS. 

Thf  following  brief  hints  contain  but  a  minimiim  of  information,  and  include 
nothing  that  should  not  be  extremely  familiar  to  the  student. 

Observe  that,  in  Chaucer's  English,  the  final  syllables  -e,  -ed,  -en,  -es,  almost  always 
form  a  distinct  and  separate  syllable,  so  that  a  large  number  of  words  had  then  a 
syllable  more  than  they  have  now.  Unless  this  rule  be  observed,  no  progress  in  the 
study  is  possible.  In  particular,  always  sound  this  final  -e  (like  the  A  in  China)  at  the 
end  of  a  line. 

Final  -^  is  elided,  or  slurred  over,  when  the  next  word  begins  with  a  vowel,  or  is  one 
of  certain  words  beginning  with  A,  viz.  (i)  a  pronoun,  9&  he ;  (2)  part  of  the  verb 
have :  (3)  the  adverbs  heer,  how  ;  (4)  mute  h  in  honour ^  houre.  In  a  similar  position, 
final  -er,  -en,  -el,  -y  are  slurred  over  likewise ;  thus  get-en  is  really  gefn  in  1.  291 1. 

Final  -e  is  sometimes  dropped  in  a  few  common  words,  such  as  tuere,  were,  haJde, 
had,  wolde,  would. 

Middle  -e-  is  also  sometimes  dropp>ed,  as  in  havenes,  pronounced  (haavnez),  I.  407. 
But  trew-e-ly  (481)  is  trisyllabic. 

The  reasons  for  sounding  the  final  -e,  -en,  -es,  as  distinct  syllables,  are  grammatical. 
These  endings  represent  older  inflexions,  mostly  Anglo-Saxon ;  and  were  once,  in 
fact,  essential.  But,  in  Chaucer's  time,  they  were  beginning  to  disappear,  and  many 
are  now  lost  altogether. 

Final  -e.  The  various  sources  of  the  M.E.  (i.  e.  Middle-English)  final  -e  are, 
chiefly,  these  following. 

1.  The  A.S.  (Anglo-Saxon)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel.  Thus  A.S.  har-a,  a  hare,  became 
M.E.  har-e  (191). 

2.  The  A.F.  (Anglo-French)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel  which  was  formerly  sounded. 
Thus  A.F.  milodi-e  (four  syllables)  is  M.E.  melody-e  (four  syllables,  9). 

3.  l*he  dative  case  often  ends  in  -e,  especially  after  the  prepositions  at,  by,  for,  in,  of, 
4>n,  to.  Thus  rot-e  (2)  is  the  dative  case  of  root,  a  root.  We  even  find  the  form  of  an 
oblique  case  used  as  a  nom.  case,  owing  to  confusion.  Thus  A.S.  hwelp,  a  whelp, 
makes  the  dat.  hwelp-e ;  Chaucer  has  whelp-e  as  a  nominative  (257). 

4.  The  forms  heU-e  (so  in  A.S.),  sonn-e  (A.S.  sunn-an)  are  genitives;  sec  Book  Duch. 
171 ;  A  1051.    Similarly  -y  represents  a  genitive  suffix  in  lad-y,  88,  695. 

5.  The  definite  form  of  the  adjective  (i.  e.  the  form  used  when  the  def.  art.  the  or  a 
possessive  or  demonstrative  pronoun  precedes  it)  ends  in  -e,    Ex. :  theyong-e,  7. 

6.  The  adj.  pi.  ends  in  -^  ;  as  smal-e,  9. 

>  The  numbers  refer  to  the  lines  of  The  Prologue  to  the  Canterbury  Tales :  see  p.  419. 
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7.  Even  the  adj.  sing,  may  end  in  -^;  as  njoit'4  (5),  from  A.S.  swiU,  sweet  in  which 
the  final  -€  is  essential.    So  also  trttoe,  from  A.S.  treawe  ;  531. 

8.  Verbs:  the  infinitive  and  gerund  (with  to)  end  in  -en  or  -e;  as  bigi$$t$^,^\  for 

^  nfi-**  33« 

9.  Strong  verbs:  the  pp.  (past  participle)  ends  in  -em  or  -e ;  B&jhroHm-t,  8. 

la  Weak  verbs :  the  pt.  t.  (past  tense)  ends  in  -ede,  -dt,  -te.-t;  as  sa)MU,  70.  Some> 
times  in  -ed,  9Sprov-€d,  547.   Observe  lakk-e^,  756;  lov'd£,  97 ;  wet-U,  139;  wemt-e^  78. 

n.  Verbs:  various  other  inflexions  in -em  ot -e.  Thus  slip-^n^  3  p.  pr.  pi.,  xo; 
wer-en^  i  p.  pt.  pi.,  29 ;  ^ess-e,  i  p.  pr.  s.,  82 ;  smert-t,  3  p.  pr,  s.  subj.,  230,  Ac. 

12.  Adverbs  and  prepositions  may  end  xn-tmoi  -e;  as  abov-*n,  53;  about-t^  prep* 
158,  adv.  488. 

Pinal  -en.  The  suffix  -^n  usually  denotes  either  (i)  the  pi.  sb.,  as  >l0j-«»,  456; 
(a)  the  infin.  or  gerundial  infin.  of  a  verb,  as  to  toend-em,  ax ;  (3)  the  pp.  of  a  strong 
verb,  as  holp-tn,  x8 ;  (4)  the  pi.  of  any  tense  of  a  verb,  as  wir-tii,  1  p.  pt.  pi,  39 ;  (5) 
a  prep,  or  adverb,  as  abov-^tt,  53. 

Final  -es.  The  final  -es  denotes  either  (x)  the  gen.  sing.,  as  lord-^s,  47;  (2)  the 
pL  sb.,  as  shour-es,  1 ;  or  (3)  an  adverb,  as  thry-*s,  56a.  But  the  gen.  of  lady  is  lady ; 
and  oi  fader  xsfcuUr.    And  the  plural  may  end  in  -vt,  as  in  palmers,  13. 

The  student  should  endeavour  to  malce  out,  in  every  case,  the  reason  for  the  use  of 
final  -^,  -en,  or  -es.  He  will  thus  acquire  the  grammar.  The  above  hints  explain  most 
cases  that  can  arise. 

Further  notes.  Some  neuter  sbs.  do  not  change  in  the  plural,  as  kors,  pL 
Mors,   74.    So  also  neet,  sheep,  swyn,  yeer. 

Comparatives  end  in  -er,  as  grett-er,  adj.,  197 ;  or  -re,  as  fer-re,  adv.,  48.  Super- 
latives, in  -est,  occasional  def.  form  -est-e,  as  best-e,  25a.  Pronouns :  tho,  those ;  this, 
pi.  thise,  these;  thilke,  that;  ilMe,  same.  Atte,  for  at  the.  Ye,  nom. ;  yovu,  dat  and 
ace, you.  Hir,  their  (also  her);  hem,  them.  His,  his,  its.  Whtche,  what  sort  of^  40; 
ttfhat,  i.  e.  '  why,'  X84 ;  That  ...  A/,  who,  44,  45 ;  who  so,  whoever,  741.  Men,  one, 
with  a  sing,  verb,  as  men  smoot,  one  smote,  X49. 

Verlje.  Verbs  are  distinguished  as  being  weak  or  strong.  In  the  former,  the  pp. 
ends  in  'ed,  -d,  or  -/;  in  the  latter,  in  -en,  or  -e. 

A  simple  rule  is  this.  In  weak  verbs,  the  pt.  t.  ends  in  -ede  (rarely  -ed),  -de,  -te,  -e, 
so  that  the  final  -e  is  here  extremely  common,  but  it  does  not  appear  in  the  pp.; 
conversely,  in  strong  verbs,  it  is  the  pp.  that  ends  in  -en  or  -e,  which  never  appears  in 
the  first  or  third  person  singular  of  the  past  tense.  Ex.  went-e,  3  p.  pt.  s.,  78,  is 
a  weak  past  tense ;  cla-d,  X03.  is  a  weak  pp.  Conversely,  y-ronn-e,  8,  is  a  strong  pp. : 
sleep,  98,  is  a  strong  pt.  t.  The  prefix  y-  (A.S.  ge-)  can  be  prefixed  to  any  pp.,  and 
makes  no  difference. 

Strong  verbs  usually  shew  voweUchange ;  thus  bigan  (44)  is  the  pt.  t.  of  biginnen. 
But  note  that  this  is  not  a  sure  guide ;  for  raugh-te  (136)  is  the  pt  t  of  rech-en,  to 
reach,  and  is  weak.     Slep^n,  to  sleep,  pt.  t.  sleep,  is  strong. 

In  strong  verbs,  the  vowel  of  the  past  tense  is  changed,  sometimes,  in  the  plural. 
Thus  the  pt  t  sing,  of  ryd-en,  to  ride,  is  rood,  169 ;  but  the  pi.  is  rid-en,  825.  The  pp. 
is  also  rld-en,  48. 

The  usual  formulae  for  the  conjugation  of  verbs  are  as  follows. 

Present  tense.    Sing,  -e,  -est,  -eth  (-M) ;  pi.  -en  or  -e. 

Past  tense ;  weak  verbs.  Sing,  -ede  {-de  or  -ed) ,  -de,  -te,  -e  (in  persons  i  and  3) ; 
•^dest,  -^esty  -test,  -est  (a  person) .     Plural,  -eden,  -ede,  -de,  -den,  -ten,  -te,  -e  (all  persons). 
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Past  tense ;  stronsr  verbs.  Sing,  indie,  no  sujix  (in  persons  i  and  3) ;  -e,  occa- 
sionally (2  person).    Sing.  subj.  -e  (all  persons).     Plural  of  both  moods:  -en,  ■^. 

Imperative.  Sing.  2  person:  uo  suffix  (usually);  -^  (in  some  weak  verbs). 
Plural,  2  i>erson:  -^M,  -M;  (sometimes  -e). 

Infinitive :  -en,  -e.  The  gerundial  infinitive  has  to  or  for  to  prefixed,  and  often 
denotes  purpose. 

Pairticiples.  Present :  -ing,  often  -inge  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Pp.  of  weak  verbs : 
-ed,  -d,  -/.    Pp.  of  strong  verbs :  -en,  -e, 

N.B.  We  find  the  contracted  form  bit,  for  biddeth,  in  the  3  p.  pr.  s.  indicative,  187. 

Similar  contractions  are  common ;  hence  hit  means  *  hideth ' ;  rit  means  '  rideth ' ; 
sU, '  sitteth ' ;  let, '  leadeth,'  B  1496 ;  &c 

Formation  of  Past  Tenses.  The  form  of  the  pt.  t  of  a  weak  verb  depends  on 
the  form  of  its  stem.    There  are  three  classes  of  such  verbs. 

1.  Infin.  -ten ;  pt  -ede  (-de),  or  -ed,  'I*hus  lov-ien,  to  love ;  pt  t.  lov-ede  {pronounced 
luvda),  or  lov-ed  (lured).    Compare  lakk-e-de,  756;  though  the  infin.  is  lakh-en, 

2.  Infin.  -en;  pt.  t  -de,  -te,  or  sometimes  (after  d  or  /)  -e;  without  vowel-change, 
except  such  as  is  due  to  contraction.  Ex.  her-en,  to  hear,  pt  t  her-de ;  hep-en,  to 
keep,  pt.  t.  hep-te;  led-en,  to  lead,  pt.  t.  lad-de  (short  for  If^d-de).    Cf.  went-e,  went. 

3.  Infin.  -en,  with  a  modified  vowel  in  the  infinitive,  the  root-vowel  appearing  in 
the  pt  t.  and  pp.  Thus  the  root  SOK  (cf.  Gothic  sdhjan,  to  seek)  appears  in  the 
A.S.  pt.  t  soh-te,  pp.  sdh-t,  M.E.  soghi-e,  sogh-t ;  but  the  o  becomes  e  (as  in  A.S./dt, 
foot,  pi  fet,  feet)  in  the  infin.  sec-an,  M.E,  seh-en,  E.  seeh.  Cf.  tell-en,  pt.  t.  tol-de ; 
tech-en,  pt.  t.  taugh-te, 

■  N.B.  The  pp.  of  a  weak  verb  results  from  the  pt  t  by  dropping  -e  (unless  it  has 
been  dropped  already) ;  thus  pt  t.  tol-de  gives  pp.  tol-d, 

Strongr  verbs.  The  seven  conjugations  of  strong  verbs  are  given  in  my  Princi- 
ples of  Etymology.  I  take  as  representative  verbs  the  following :  /all,  shake,  bear,  give, 
drink,  drive,  choose.  A  more  usual  order  (though  it  makes  no  real  difference)  is 
1.  drive,  2.  choose,  3.  drink,  4.  bear,  5.  give,  6.  shake,  7.  /all. 

The  'principal  parts'  are:  (a)  the  infinitive;  (b)  the  past  tense,  singular;  (c)  the 
pt.  t  pi. :  (d)  the  pp. 

1.  'Drive.'  Here  Chaucer  has:  (a)  ryd-en,  to  ride;  (b)  rood;  (c)  rid-en ;  (d) 
rid-en.  So  also  byt-en,  bite,  rys-en,  rise,  shyn-en,  shine,  shryv-en,  shrive,  smyt-en,  smite, 
wryt-en,  write  i.     I  here  writer  to  denote  long  /. 

2.  '  Choose.'    As :  (a)  seth-en,  to  seethe ;  (b)  seeth  ;  (c,  d)  sod-en. 

3.  'Drink.'  As:  (a)  biginn-en ;  (b)  bigan;  (c)  bigonnen ;  (d)  bigonnen.  So  also 
drinken,  ginnen,  rinnen,  to  run,  singen,  springen,  swinken,  to  toil,  winnen,  delven, 
tighten  (pt.  t.  s. /aught),  helpen,  kerven,  thresshen, 

4.  •  Bear.'  As :  (a)  ber-en  ;  (b)  bar;  (c)  ber-en;  (d)  bor-en.  So  also  breken,  sheren, 
stelen.     Comen  has :  (b)  com ;  (c)  com-en  ;  (d)  cdm-en. 

5.  *  Give.'  As :  (a)  yev-en,  yiv-en  ;  (b)  ya/;  (c)  yev-en  ;  (d)  yiv-en.  So  also  geten 
{pp. geten);  speken  {pp.  spoken), 

6.  'Shake.'  As:  (a)  bak-en;  (b)  book;  (c)  bbk-en;  (d)  bak-en.  So  9\%o  drawen, 
shaken,  shaven,  stonden  (pt.  t.  stood),  taken,  sweren  (pp.  swor-e). 

7.  'Fall.'     As:  {?C) /all-en ;  {b)j!l;  {c)  Jill-en;  {d) /all-en.    So  holden,  pt  t  held; 

*  Chaucer's  Prologue  does  not  contain  specimens  of  a/l  the  parts  of  the  verbs  mentioned. 
Thus  athen  only  occurs  in  the  infinitive  (383) ;  however,  the  pi.  t.  tffth  occurs  elsewhere,  viz.  in 
the  Clerkes  Tale,  E  337.  , 
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iet-tn,  pt  t.  Uet;  sUp-en,  pt.  t.  sU*p;  bldwem,  growem,  kMow-tn,  pt.  t  bUw,  &c.:  wip-em, 
pt  t.  weep;  goan^  pp.  y-goon,  y-go^  386.  Compare  the  complete  list  of  strong  M.E. 
verbs,  in  Specimens  of  English,  ed.  Morris  and  Skeat,  pt  z. 

Anomalous  Verbs.  Among  these  note  the  following.  Been^  ben,  are.  Imper. 
pi.  beetk,  beth,  be  ye.     Pp.  been,  bem,  been. 

Can,  I  know;  pi.  contien;  pt.  t.  cotuU,  knew,  could:  pp.  couih,  known.  Dar, 
I  dare ;  pt  t.  dorsU,  May,  I  may ;  pi.  m<n»em  ;  subjunctive.  m9we,  pi.  mowen.  Moot, 
I  must.  I  may,  he  must,  he  may ;  pU  mbien,  mote  ;  pt.  t.  moste,  Ogkte,  ought.  SAal, 
pi.  skulUn,  shut;  pt.  t  skolde,  WiUn,  to  know;  woot,  wot,  I  know,  he  knows  ;  pi. 
vnien  (correctly;  but  Chaucer  also  has  ^^^  woot);  pt.  t.  wiste,  knew;  pp.  wist.  Wil, 
-wol,  woie,  will ;  pi.  woUn,  wUen  ;  pt  t.  wolde,     Thar,  needs ;  pt.  t.  thmrte, 

NoiTtktlveB.  Nam,  for  ne  am,  am  not ;  nis,  for  ne  is,'v&  not ;  nas,  was  not ;  nere, 
were  not;  nadde,  had  not;  nil,  will  not;  nolde,  would  not;  nooi,  I  know  not,  he 
knows  not;  niste,  knew  not;  ne  ,  ,  .  ne,  neither  .  .  .  nor,  603.  Double  negatives. 
70,  71,  &c. 

Adverbs.  EUid  in  -e,  as  dep-e,  deeply ;  or  -fy,  as  subtil-fy  ;  or  -^-fy,  as  trew-4-ly, 
truly;  orvit, -/,  as  bifor-en,  bi/or-e ;  or  in -tf^,  as  tktf-es,  thrice.  7>brr,  where,  547; 
ther  as,  where  that,  34. 

Prepositions.  End  in  -en^  -e,  -es;  &c.  Til,  for  to,  b^re  a  vowel.  With  adjoins 
its  verb;  791. 

METRE. 

Chaucer  was  our  first  great  metrist,  and  enriched  our  literature  with  several 
forms  of  metre  which  had  not  been  previously  employed  in  English.  These  he 
borrowed  chiefly  from  Guillaume  de  Machault,  who  made  use  of  stanzas  of  seven, 
eight,  and  nine  lines,  and  even  wrote  at  least  one  Compleint  in  the  'heroic' 
couplet 

The  metre  of  four  accents,  in  rimed  couplets,  had  been  in  use  in  English  long 
before  Chaucer's  time ;  and  he  adopted  it  in  translating  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose  (the 
original  being  in  the  same  metre),  in  the  Book  of  the  Duchesse,  and  in  the  House  of 
Fame. 

The  ballad-metre,  as  employed  in  the  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  is  also  older  than  his 
time.    In  feet,  this  Tale  is  a  burlesque  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  Romances. 

The  fouroline  stanra,  in  the  Proverbes,  was  likewise  nothing  new. 

But  he  employed  the  following  metres,  in  English,  for  the  first  time. 

I.  The  8-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  arranged  in  the  order  ababbcbc;  i.  e.  with  the 
first  line  {a)  riming  with  the  third  (a),  and  so  on.  Exx.  A.B.C. ;  The  Monkes  Tale ; 
The  Former  Age;  Lenvoy  to  Bukton. 

I  b.  The  same,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.  Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune;  Compleint 
to  Venus ;  Balade  to  Rosemounde. 

a.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbcc;  a  favourite  metre.  Exx.  Lyf  of 
Seint  Cecyle ;  Clerkes  Tale ;  Palamon  and  Arcite ;  (part  of)  Compleint  to  his  Lady ; 
An  Amorous  Compleint;  Compleint  to  Pitft;  (part  of)  Anelida;  The  Wretched 
Engendring  of  Mankind ;  The  Man  of  LawesTale ;  (part  of)  The  Compleint  of  Mars ; 
Troilus  and  Criseyde ;  Wordes  to  Adam ;  (part  oQ  The  Parlement  of  Foules;  (parts 
of)  The  Canterbury  Tales ;  Lenvoy  to  Scogan. 

9  b.  The  same  7-line  stanza,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.    Exx.  Against  Women 
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Unconstaunt ;  Compleint  to  his  Purse ;  Lak  of  Sted&stnesse ;  Gentilcsse ;  Truth.  Also 
in  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  249-269. 

2  c.  The  7-Iine  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbab.    Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune. 

3.  Terza  Rima.    Only  a  few  lines ;  in  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

4.  The  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabcddc.    In  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

5.  The  9-line  stanza,  aabaabbab.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  b.  The  same,  with  internal  rimes.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  c.  The  same  as  5,  but  thrice  repeated.    Only  in  Womanly  Noblesse. 

6.  Two  stanzas  of  16  lines  each;  with  the  rimes  aaabaaab  •  bbbabbba.  Only  in 
Anelida. 

7.  The  9-line  stanza,  aabaabbcc.    Only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Compleint  of  Mars. 

8.  The  roundel.    In  the  Parlement  of  Foules ;  and  Merciless  Beauts. 

9.  The  heroic  couplet.  In  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  and  parts  of  the  Canter- 
bury Tales. 

10.  A  6-line  stanza,  repeated  six  times ;  with  the  rimes  ababcb.  Only  in  the  Envoy 
to  the  Clerkes  Tale. 

11.  A  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabbaab.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  the  Compleint  of  Venus. 

12.  A  6-line  stanza,  ababaa.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Womanly  Noblesse. 

13.  A  s-line  stanza,  aabba.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse. 

The  following  pieces  are  in  prose.  The  Tale  of  Melibeus.  The  Persones  Tale. 
The  translation  of  Boethius,  De  Consolatione  Philosophiae.  The  lYeatise  on  the 
Astrolabe. 

VERSIFICATION. 

Some  lines  drop  the  first  syllable,  and  the  first  foot  contains  one  syllable  only; 
as  -  Ging  |  len  in,  &c.  170. 

Many  rimes  are  double,  as  cloistre,  oistre^  181 ;  Rom-e,  td  me,  671 ;  non-es,  noon  is,  523. 
Always  sound  final  -e  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Rimes  may  be  treble,  as  apothec-dr-i-es, 
letU'dr-i-es,  425 ;  so  at  U.  207,  513,  709.    Compare  the  Grammatical  Hints. 

Oaesura.  The  caesura,  or  middle  pause,  allows  extra  syllables  to  be  preserved. 
Thus,  at  1.  293,  we  have :  — 

For  him  was  16ver  —  hav'  dt  his  b^ddes  h^d. 
The  pause  gives  time  for  the  -tr,  of  lev-er.    Similarly,  we  may  preserve  the  -er  of 
deliver,  84;  -^  in  nutr-e,  98;  -e  in  curteisy-e,  132;  -ie  {—y)  in  car-ie,  130. 
Compare  also :  — 

With-6ut-e  bak-e  met-e  —  was  nev'r  his  hous ;    343. 
Th4t  I  no  dr6p-e  —  ne  fill'  upon  hir  brest ;   131. 

The  syllables  -er,  -en,  -el,  -ed,  before  a  vowel,  or  h  (in  he,  &c.),  are  light,  and  do  not 
always  count  in  scansion ;  see  11.  84,  291,  296,  334,  &c.  Cf.  ma\ny  a  breem  \  ;  350. 
Read  the  lines  deliberately,  and  remember  the  old  pronunciation. 

Accent.  Variable,  in  some  words ;  cf.  miller,  545,  with  the  archaic  trisyllabic 
mil'lir-e,  541.  Also,  in  French  words,  we  have  hdnour,  582;  but  the  archaic  kondur, 
46.     Cf.  licdur,  3 ;  verti,  4. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

The  M.E.  pronunciation  was  widely  different  from  the  present,  especially  in  the 
vowel-sounds.    The  sounds  of  the  vowels  were  nearly  as  in  French  and  Italian. 
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They  can  be  denoted  by  phonetic  invariable  symbols,  enclosed  within  marks  of 
parenthesis.    Convenient  phonetic  symbols  are  these  following. 

Vowels,  (aa),  as  a  in  father;  (a)  short,  as  <x  in  ahal  (ae),  open  lonf;  ^,  as  a  in 
Mary ;  (e),  open  short  ^,  as  ^  in  b^ ;  (ee),  close  long  e,  as  e  in  v^l ;  (i)  short,  as  F.  i 
in  Crnc.  or  (nearly)  as  El.  c  in  m ;  (ii).  as  et  in  deep ;  (ao).  open  long  o.sis  aw  in  saw  ; 
(o)  open  short  o,  as  o  in  not;  (oo),  close  long  ^,  as  ^  in  mne,  or  o  in  German  'so'; 
(u),  as  tf  in  £k11  ;  (uu),  as  oo  in  fool ;  (U),  as  F.  m  in  F. ' €cm ' ;  (ii*),  as  long  G.  ii  in  G. 
'  grirn.'    Also  (d),  as  final  a  in  China. 

Dtiiiithoiicrs-  (ai).  as^  in  fly ;  (au),  as  ow  in  noiv ;  (ei) ,  as  /<  in  veil ;  (oi),  as  oi  in 
hotl, 

Gkmsonanta  (special),  (k).  as  <:  in  rat;  (s),  as  c  in  city,  (ch).  as  in  <rAurr>l; 
(tch).  as  in  caJcA;  (th),  as  tA  in  Min ;  (dh),  as  M  in  Men.  Also  (h),  when  «o/  imiHal, 
to  denote  a  guttural  sound,  like  G.  ch  in  Na^At,  Li^At,  but  weaker,  and  varying  with 
the  preceding  vowel. 

An  accent  is  denoted  by  (*),  as  in  M.E.  name  (naa'ma). 

By  help  of  these  symbols,  if  is  possible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  M.E.  symbols 
employed  by  the  scribes  in  Chaucer's  Tales.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sounds 
they  denote.  The  letters  in  thick  type  are  the  letters  actually  employed;  the  letters 
within  parenthesis  denote  the  sounds,  as  above. 

Observe  that  long  '  p,'  also  written  *  6,*  means  the  same  as  (ao) ;  and  long  '  ^,"  also 
written  '  d,'  means  the  same  as  (ae). 

a  short,  (a).  Ex.  al  (al) ;  as  (az).  N.B.  The  modem  a  in  cat  (koet)  is  denoted  by 
(se) ,  and  does  not  occur  in  Chaucer. 

a  long,  (aa).  (i)  at  the  end  of  a  syllable;  as  age  (aa'ja)  ;  (a)  before  s  or  ce ;  as 
cos  {V3as),face  (£aa*s9). 

ad,  ay  (ei),  originally  perhaps  (ai) ;  but  at  and  ei,  both  being  pronounced  as  (ei), 
had  already  been  confused,  and  invariably  rime  together  in  Chaucer.  Cf.  l^,gay, 
prey. 

au,  aw  (au).    EJc  avaunt  (avau'nt) ;  awe  (au'a). 

C,  as  (k),  except  before  e  and  /;  as  (s),  before  e  and  i. 

ch  (ch) ;  cch  (tcb). 

e  short,  (e).    Ex,/etheres  (fedh-rez) ;  middle  e  dropped. 

e  final,  (») ;  and  often  dropped  or  elided  or  very  lightly  touched. 

e  long  and  open,  (ae).    Sometimes  denoted  by  *^ '  or  '  ^p.'    Ex.  dene  (klae'ns). 

e  long  and  close,  (ee).    Ex.  stvete  (swee'ta) ;  weep  (weep). 

ei,  ey  (ei).    Ex.  strei/  (streit) ;  wey  (wei). 

g  hard,  i.  e.  (g) ,  except  before  e  and  i ;  (j) ,  before  e  and  i.  Ex. go  (gao) ;  age  (aa  'p) , 

gh  {h),G.ch.  Ex.  light  (Miht).  The  vowel  was  at  first  short,  then  half-long  (as 
probably  in  Chaucer),  then  wholly  long,  when  the  (h)  dropped  out.  Later,  (ii)  became 
(ei)  and  is  now  (ai). 

gn  (n),  with  Jong  preceding  vowel ;  as  digne  (dii'na). 

1  short,  (i).  As  F.  /  in  Uni;  but  often  as  E.  i  in  in ;  the  latter  is  near  enough.  So 
also  y,  when  short,  as  in  many  (manM). 

1,  y  long,  (ii).    Elx.  /  (ii) ;  melodye  (m^l'odii'a). 

ie  (ee),  the  same  as  ee,    Ex.  mischief  (mischeef). 

I  consonantal,  (j).  Ex.  lay  (jei) ;  luge  (jii'ja).  So  in  the  MSS.;  but  here  printed 
•jV  as  in /or  (jei). 

le,  often  vocalic  (1),  as  in  E.  temple  (temp'l).    But  note  stables  (staa'blez). 
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ng  (ngg) ',  always  as  in  E.  limger,    Ex.  thing  (thingg). 

O  short,  (o),  as  in  of  (ov).  But  as  (pu)  before  ^A,  And  note  partUularfy,  that  it  is 
always  (u),  i.e.  as  » in  ftfll,  wherever  it  has  a  sound  like  »  in  mod.  E.,  as  in  company, 
sortf  monk,  cousin,  &c.    Ex.  sonm  (sun*na),  moptk  (mungk).  moche  (mucha). 

o  long  and  open.  (ao).  Sometimes  denoted  by  'p'  or  '  pp.*  Ex.  go  (gao) ;  stoon 
(staon). 

O  long  and  close,  (oo).    Ex.  soU  (soo'ts)  ;  hood  (hood). 

ol,  oy  (oi). 

ou,  ow  (uu)  ;  as  m/lour  (fluur)  ;  now  (nuu).    Rarely  (pu),  as  in  soule  (spula). 

Ofirb  (puh),  with  open  ^,  as  in  &  not^  followed  by  short  (u). 

ouffh  (uuh) ;  with  uu  as  in  E.,/bol  (fuul) ;  or  as  ogh. 

r  is  always  strongly  trilled.    88h  (shsh),  as  xnfresshe  (fresh'sha). 

u  short,  (u)  ;  French ;  as  vajust  (jflst).    Rarely  (u),  as  in  fi«/  (kut)  ;  English. 

u  long,  (tt*),  as  in  nature  (natU'ra) ;  French. 

we  final,  (wa),  but  often  merely  (u).  Ex.  arwes  (arwer) ;  bowe  (baou'a,  bpu'a) ; 
monoe  (mom) ;  so  blew  (blee'u). 

N.B.  Open  long  e  (ae)  often  arises  from  A.S.  ^,  ea,  or  lengthening  of  e.  Ex.  wfre 
(waera),  A.S.  wctron  ;  f{A  (aek),  A.S. eac  ;  speken  (spaekan).  A.S.  sprecan.  Open  long# 
<ao)  often  arises  from  A.S.  a,  or  lengthening  of  o,  Ex.yJ  (*ao),  A.S.  fa;  ^en,  A.S. 
open.  Chaucer  reft*ains  from  riming  open  long  e  (ae),  when  arising  from  A.S.  ea,  or 
lengthening  of  e,  with  the  close  e  arising  from  A.S.  e  or  eo.  But  there  is  some  uncer- 
tainty about  the  quality  of  the  e  arising  from  A.S.  ^,  or  from  mutation. 

The  occurrence  of  rimes  such  as  Chaucer  never  employs  furnishes  an  easy  test  for 
poems  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  his  on  insufficient  grounds.  Thus,  in  The 
Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale,  stanza  13, ^^«f  rimes  with  been;  whereas  the  form  green 
never  occurs  in  Chaucer,  who  always  employs  gren-e  (gree'na)  as  a  dissyllable,  in 
accordance  with  its  etymology  from  A.S.  grene.  In  the  same  poem,  upon  rimes  with 
mon,  a  niiin  (stanza  17) ;  but  Chaucer  knows  nothing  of  such  a  form  as  mon, 

Non-Chaucerian  rimes  occur  in  large  numbers  in  Fragment  B  of  the  Romaunt  of 
the  Rose. 


ERRATA. 


P.  135.  col.  2. 1.  206;  for  coniuracion  read  conjuracion. 
P.  215. 1.  684.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  216. 1.  766.    Alter  the  note  of  interrogation  to  a  comma. 
P.  226. 1.  358.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  290. 1.  1 171 ;  for  wrong,  and  seyde  r^a</wronge,  and  seyd. 
P.  592, 1.  2076 ;  for  But  if  read  But-if. 
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Words  and  ^yUaUes  enclosed  within  winare  braekete  are  tiip|»lied  hy  the  Editor. 
Headings  marked  with  an  obelos  (f)  are  donbtftil,  and  are  aooonnted  tar  in  the 
Appendix. 

[Only(hreeFraffment$cffhi$ir(mdaUon1Uw«e(medovmto  0/eft«M,  Fragment  A 
i9&lfChanoer;  Fragment  BUbyaKoHherneryandha$mamycorr%iptrtading§;  wkOti 
Fragment  C  U  cfdoub{/k^l  oriffin^  and  I  do  not  Jhtlturt  thuU  U  U  OhaMC«r*$,] 


VBAaMmrr  a« 


Mast  men  ssyn  that  in  sweTsninges 
Ther  nis  but  &bles  and  lesinges ; 
Bat  men  may  somme  fsweveaes  seen, 
Which  hardely  fne  £Use  been, 
Bnt  afterward  ben  appcutmnte. 
This  may  I  drawe  to  waraxmte 
An  anthonr,  that  hight  Maorobes, 
That  halt  not  dremes  &Ise  ne  lees, 
Bat  andoth  ns  the  avisioon 
That  whylom  mette  king  Cipionn. 

And  who-so  ssyth,  or  weneth  it  be 
A  j^>e,  or  elles  [a]  nyoetee 
To  wene  that  dremes  after  f^lle, 
Let  who-so  liste  a  fool  me  ealle. 
For  this  trowe  I,  and  ssy  for  me, 
That  dremes  signifiaance  be 
Of  good  and  harme  to  many  wightes, 
That  dremen  in  her  slope  a-nightes 
Fal  many  thinges  oovertly. 
That  £Edlen  after  al  openly. 
The  Dream. 

Within  my  twenty  yere  of  age, 
Whan  that  Love  taketh  his  oorage 
Of  yonge  folk,  I  wente  sone 
To  bedde,  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 
And  fast  I  -f  sleep ;  and  in  sloping. 
He  mette  swiche  a  sweyening, 
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That  lykede  me  wonders  wel ; 

But  in  that  sweven  is  never  a  del 

That  it  nis  afterward  befSBdle, 

Bight  as  this  dreem  wol  telle  as  alls.    30 

Kow  this  dreem  wol  I  ryme  aright. 

To  make  yoor  hertes  gaye  and  light ; 

For  Love  it  prayeth,  and  also 

Commaondeth  me  that  it  be  so. 

And  if  ther  any  aske  me,  35 

Whether  that  it  be  he  or  she. 

How  [that]  this  book  [the]  which  is  here 

Shall  t  bote,  that  I  rede  yoa  here ; 

It  is  the  Bomanoe  of  the  Bose, 

In  which  al  the  art  of  love  I  dose.        40 

The  mater  &ir  is  of  to  make ; 
Gkxl  graante  in  gree  that  she  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnen  is  I 
And  that  is  she  that  hath,  y-wis. 
So  mochel  pxys ;  and  ther-to  she  45 

So  worthy  is  biloved  be. 
That  she  wel  oaghte,  of  pryn  and  right, 
Be  doped  Bose  of  every  wight. 

That  it  was  May  me  thoaghte  tho. 
It  is  lyve  yere  or  more  ago ;  50 

That  it  was  May,  thos  dremed  me, 
In  tyme  of  love  and  jolitee, 
That  al  thing  ginneth  waxen  gay, 


B 
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For  ther  is  neither  busk  nor  hay 

In  May,  that  it  nil  shrouded  been,         SS 

And  it  with  newe  leves  wreen. 

These  wodes  eek  recoveren  grene, 

That  drye  in  winter  been  to  sene  ; 

And  th*  erthe  wexeth  proud  withalle, 

For  swote  dewes  that  on  it  falle,  (So 

And  [al]  the  pore  estat  foi;get 

In  whidi  that  winter  hadde  it  set ; 

And  than  bioometh  the  groond  so  proud 

That  it  wol  have  a  newe  shroud, 

And  maketh  so  queynt  his  robe  and  fiiyr  65 

That  it  fhath  hewes  an  hundred  payr 

Of  gias  and  floures,  inde  and  pers, 

And  many  hewes  ful  dyvers : 

That  is  the  robe  I  mene,  y-wis, 

Through  whioh  the  ground  topreisenis.70 

The  briddes,  that  han  left  hir  song, 
Whyl  they  han  sufi^red  cold  so  strong 
In  wedres  grille,  and  derk  to  sighte, 
Ben  in  Ifoy,  for  the  sonne  brighte, 
So  ghtde,  that  they  shewe  in  singing,    75 
That  in  hir  herte  is  swioh  lyking. 
That  they  mote  singen  and  be  light. 
Than  doth  the  nightingale  hir  might 
To  make  noyse,  and  singen  blythe. 
Than  is  blisful,  many  a  ^he,  80 

The  chelaundre  and  the  papingi^. 
Than  yonge  folk  entonden  ay 
For  to  ben  gi^  and  amorous, 
The  lyme  is  than  so  sayorous. 
Hard  is  his  herte  that  loveth  nought    85 
In  May,  whan  al  this  mirth  is  wrought ; 
Whan  he  may  on  these  braunches  here 
The  smale  briddes  singen  dere 
Hir  blisful  swete  song  pitous ; 
And  in  this  sesoun  delitous,  90 

Whan  love  affrayeth  alle  thing, 
Me  thoughte  a-night,  in  my  sleping, 
Bight  in  my  bed,  ful  redily, 
That  it  was  by  the  morowe  erly, 
And  up  I  roos,  and  gan  me  clothe ;        95 
Anoon  I  wissh  myn  hondes  bothe ; 
A  sylvre  nedle  forth  I  drogh 
Out  of  an  aguiler  queynt  y-nogh. 
And  gan  this  nedle  threde  anon ; 
For  out  of  toun  me  list  to  gon  100 

The  sowne  of  briddes  for  to  here, 
That  on  thise  fbusshes  singen  clere. 
And  in  the  swete  sesoun  that  leef  is, 
With  a  threde  basting  my  slevis. 


Aloon  I  wente  in  my  playing,  105 

The  smale  foules  song  >i<LrTmiTigf  • 

That  peyned  hem  ful  many  a  payre 

To  singe  on  bowes  blosmed  fayre. 

Jolif  and  gi^,  ful  of  gladnesse, 

Toward  a  river  fl  gan  me  dresse,         110 

That  I  herde  renne  £Bwte  by  ; 

For  fiurer  playing  non  saugh  I 

Than  playen  me  by  that  riveer. 

For  from  an  hille  that  stood  ther  neer 

Cam  doun  the  streem  ful  stif  and  bold.  115 

Cleer  was  the  water,  and  as  cold 

As  any  welle  is,  sooth  to  seyne ; 

And  somdel  lasse  it  was  than  Seine, 

But  it  was  straighter  wel  away. 

And  never  saugh  I,  er  that  day,  120 

The  water  that  so  wel  lyked  me ; 

And  wonder  glad  was  I  to  see 

That  lusty  place,  and  that  riveer ; 

And  with  that  water  that  ran  so  cleer 

My  face  I  wissh.    Tho  saugh  I  wel       125 

The  botme  paved  eveiydel 

With  gravel,  ful  of  stones  shene. 

The  medewe  sofbe,  swote,  and  grene, 

Beet  right  on  the  water-syde. 

Ful  cleer  was  than  the  morow-tyde,     130 

And  tal  attempre,  out  of  drede. 

Tho  gan  I  walke  through  the  mede, 

Dounward  ay  in  my  ploying, 

The  river-i^de  oosteying. 

The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  had  a  whyle  goon,  135 

I  saugh  a  Gabdih  right  anoon, 
Ful  long  and  brood,  and  eveiydel 
fEndos  it  was,  and  walled  wel. 
With  hye  walles  embatailled, 
Portrayed  without,  and  wel  entailled  140 
With  many  riche  portraitures ; 
And  bothe  images  and  peyntures 
Oan  I  biholde  bisily. 
And  I  wol  telle  you,  redily. 
Of  thilke  images  the  semblaunoe,         145 
As  fer  as  I  have  remembraunce. 
Hate. 

A-midde  saus^  I  Hatk  stonde. 
That  for  hir  wrathe,  ire,  and  onde, 
Semed  to  been  a  fmoveresse, 
An  angxy  wight,  a  chideresso ;  150 

And  fdl  of  gyle,  and  fel  coroge, 
By  semblaunt  was  that  ilke  image. 
And  she  was  no-thing  wel  arrayed, 
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Bnt  lyk  a  "wood  'womman  afrayed ; 
Y-firoimoed  fonle  ynm  hit  Tince,  155 

And  grenning  for  dispitoas  rage ; 
Hir  noee  snorted  up  for  tene. 
Fal  hidona  waa  ahe  for  to  aene, 
Fal  fonl  and  matj  waa  ahe,  tliia. 
Hir  heed  y-'writhen  waa,  y-^Ha,  160 

Fal  grimly  with  a  greet  towayle. 
Felonye. 

An  image  of  another  entayle, 
A  lift  half;  waa  hir  ftate  lyy : 
Hir  name  above  hir  heed  sangh  I, 
And  ahe  ma  called  VmLowrm,  165 

VUanye. 

Another  image,  that  ym4jrTB 
Y-oleped  was,  aaogfa  I  and  fond 
Upon  the  'walle  on  hir  right  hond. 
Yilanye  waa  lyk  aomdel 
That  other  image ;  and,  troateth  wel,  170 
She  aemed  a  wikked  creature. 
"By  oonntenannoe,  in  portraytnre, 
She  aemed  be  ftil  despitona, 
And  eek  fol  pxond  and  ontrageona. 
Wei  conde  he  peynte,  I  undertake,       175 
That  awiche  image  ooade  make. 
Fnl  fonl  and  cherliah  aemed  ahe, 
And  eek  vilaynoua  for  to  be, 
And  litel  conde  of  nortnre, 
To  worahipe  any  creature.  180 

Coveityae. 

And  next  waa  peynted  CSotxittbs, 
That  eggeth  folk,  in  many  gyso. 
To  take  and  yeve  rig^t  nought  ageyn, 
And  grete  treaoura  up  to  leyn. 
And  that  ia  ahe  that  for  usure  185 

Leneth  to  many  a  creature 
The  Taaoo  lor  the  more  winning, 
80  coveitous  ia  her  brenning. 
And  that  ia  she,  for  penyea  fele, 
That  teeheth  for  to  robbe  and  stele      190 
Theae  thevea,  and  these  smale  harlotea ; 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  hir  throtea 
Ful  many  oon  hangeth  at  the  laate. 
She  maketh  folk  compasse  and  caate 
To  taken  other  folkea  thing,  195 

Through  robberie,  or  fmiscounting. 
And  that  ia  she  that  maketh  treohourea ; 
And  ahe  [that]  maketh  falae  pledourea, 
That  with  hir  termes  and  hir  domes 
Doon  maydens,  children,  and  eek  gromes 
Hir  heritage  to  forgo.  aoi 
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Pol  oroked  were  hir  hondea  two ; 
For  Coveityae  ia  ever  wood 
To  gxypen  other  folkea  good. 
Coveityae,  for  hir  winning, 
Ful  leef  hath  other  mennea  tbiy^g. 
Avarice. 

Another  image  aet  aaugh  I 
Next  Coveityae  &ate  by, 
And  ahe  waa  oleped  AvAsiac 
Fal  foul  in  peynting  was  that  vice; 
Ful  sad  and  eaytif  waa  ahe  eek, 
And  al-so  grene  aa  any  leek. 
So  yvel  hewed  waa  hir  colour, 
Hir  aemed  have  lived  in  langour. 
She  waa  lyk  thing  for  hungre  deed, 
That  ladde  hir  lyf  only  hy  breed 
Kneden  with  eiael  atrong  and  egre ; 
And  therto  ahe  waa  lene  and  megre. 
And  ahe  waa  clad  fVil  povrely, 
Al  in  an  old  torn  foourtepy, 
As  she  were  al  with  dogges  torn  ; 
And  bothe  bihinde  and  eek  bifom 
Clouted  waa  she  beggarly. 
A  mantel  heng  hir  faste  by, 
Upon  a  i>erche,  weyke  and  smalle ; 
A  bumet  cote  heng  therwithallo, 
Furred  with  no  menivere. 
But  with  a  fturre  rough  of  hero, 
Of  lambe-akinnea  hevy  and  blake ; 
It  waa  All  old,  I  undertake. 
For  Avarice  to  clothe  hir  wel 
Ne  hasteth  hir,  never  a  del ; 
For  oerteynly  it  were  hir  loth 
To  weren  ofte  that  ilke  doth ; 
And  if  it  were  forwered,  ahe 
Wolde  have  ftil  greet  neoeaaitee 
Of  clothing,  er  ahe  boughte  hir  newe, 
Al  were  It  bad  of  woUe  and  hewe. 
This  Avarice  held  in  hir  hande 
Apur8,thatheng[doTm]l>yabande;   ^40 
And  that  ahe  hidde  and  bond  so  atronge, 
Men  mxiat  abyde  wonder  longe 
Out  of  that  pura  er  ther  come  ought, 
For  that  ne  oometh  not  in  hir  thought ; 
It  waa  not,  oertein,  hir  entente  345 

That  fro  that  purs  a  peny  wente. 
Envye. 

And  by  that  image,  nygh  y-nough, 
Was  fpeynt  Ekvtb,  tiiat  never  lough. 
Nor  never  wel  in  herte  ferde 
But-if  she  outher  sau^  or  herde         aso 
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Som  greet  miaohaanoe,  or  greet  disese. 
No-thing  may  so  mooh  hir  plese 
Am  misohef  and  nusaventnre ; 
Or  whan  she  seeth  diaoomfitore 
fOn  any  worthy  man  [to]  feille,  255 

Than  lyketh  hir  [fdl]  wel  withalle. 
She  ifl  tal  glad  in  hir  corage, 
If  ihe  see  any  greet  linage 
Be  brought  to  nought  in  shamihl  wyse. 
And  if  a  man  in  honour  ryse,  260 

Or  by  hifl  witte,  or  by  prowesse, 
Of  that  hath  she  gret  hevinene ; 
Por,  truBteth  wel,  she  goth  nigh  wood 
"When  any  ohaunce  happeth  good. 
EnTye  is  of  swich  cmeltee,  26s 

That  feith  ne  trouthe  holdeth  she 
To  freend  ne  felawe,  bad  or  good. 
Ne  she  hath  kin  noon  of  hir  blood, 
That  she  nis  ftd  hir  enemy ; 
She  nolde,  I  dar  seyn  hardely,  270 

Hir  owne  fader  ferde  weL 
And  sore  al^yeth  she  evexydel 
Hir  malice,  and  hir  maltalent : 
For  she  is  in  so  greet  turment 
And  hath  such   [wo],  whan   folk  doth 
good,  27s 

That  nigh  she  melteth  for  pure  wood ; 
Hir  herte  kerreth  and  fto-breketh 
That  god  the  peple  wel  awreketh. 
Envye,  y-wis,  shal  never  lette 
Som  blame  upon  the  folk  to  sette.        280 
I  trowe  that  if  Envye,  y-wis, 
Knewe  the  beste  man  that  is 
On  this  ayde  or  biyond  the  see, 
Yit  somwhat  lakken  him  wolde  she. 
And  if  he  were  so  hende  and  wys,         2^5 
That  she  ne  mighte  al  abate  his  prys, 
Tit  wolde  she  blame  his  worthinesse, 
Or  by  hir  wordes  make  it  lesse. 
I  saugh  Envye,  in  that  p^ynting, 
Hadde  a  wonderftil  loking ;  290 

For  she  ne  loked  but  awry, 
Or  oyerthwart,  al  baggingly. 
And  she  hadde  [eek]  a  foul  usage ; 
She  mighte  loke  in  no  visage 
Of  man  or  womman  forth-right  pl^yn,  295 
But  shette  oon  y6  for  disdeyn ; 
So  for  envye  brenned  she 
Whan  she  mighte  any  man  [y}«ee, 
That  fiur,  or  worthy  were,  or  wys, 
Or  elles  stood  in  folkee  piya.  300 


Sorowe. 
SoBows  was  p^ynted  next  Envye 
Upon  that  walle  of  masoniye. 
But  wel  was  seen  in  hir  colour 
That  she  hadde  lived  in  langour ; 
Hir  semed  havd  the  Jannyoe.  905 

Nought  half  so  pale  was  Avacyoe, 
Nor  no-thing  lyk,  [as]  of  lenesse ; 
For  sorowe,  thought,  and  greet  distresse, 
That  she  hadde  suffred  day  and  night 
Made  hir  ftil  yelwe,  and  no-thing  bright, 
Ful  £EKle,  pale,  and  megre  also.  3x1 

Was  never  wight  yit  half  so  wo 
As  that  hir  semed  for  to  be, 
Nor  so  ftdfilled  of  ire  as  she. 
I  trowe  that  no  wight  mighte  hir  plese,3i5 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  mighte  hir  ese ; 
Nor  she  ne  wolde  hir  sorowe  slake, 
Nor  comfort  noon  unto  hir  take ; 
So  depe  was  hir  wo  bigonnen, 
And  eek  hir  herte  in  angre  ronnen,     320 
A  sorowfU  thing  wel  semed  she. 
Nor  she  hadde  no-thing  slowe  be 
For  to  forcraoohen  al  hir  face, 
And  for  to  frende  in  many  place 
Hir  clothes,  and  for  to  tere  hir  swire,  325 
As  she  that  was  ftil£lled  of  ire ; 
And  al  to-torn  lay  eek  hir  here 
Aboute  hir  shuldres,  here  and  there. 
As  she  that  hadde  it  al  to-rent 
For  angre  and  for  maltalent.  330 

And  eek  I  telle  you  oerteynly 
How  that  she  weep  fdl  tenderly. 
In  world  nis  wight  so  hard  of  herte 
That  hadde  seen  hir  sorowes  smerte, 
That  nolde  have  had  of  hir  pitee,         335 
So  wo-bigoon  a  thing  was  she. 
She  al  to-dasshte  hir-self  for  wo, 
And  smoot  togider  hir  handes  two. 
To  sorwe  was  she  tal  ententyf. 
That  woftil  recchelees  caityf ;  340 

Hir  roughte  litel  of  pleying, 
Or  of  clipping  or  [of]  kissing ; 
For  who-eo  sorwefiil  is  in  herte 
Him  liste  not  to  pleye  ne  sterte. 
Nor  for  to  daunsen,  ne  to  singe,  345 

Ne  may  his  herte  in  temper  bringe 
To  make  joye  on  even  or  morowe ; 
For  joye  is  contraire  unto  sorowe. 
Elde. 
Eldk  was  peynted  after  this, 
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That  ghorter  waa  a  fooi,  y-wia,  350 

Ulan  she  "was  -wont  in  hw  jonghade. 
Unnethe  hir-ielf  ihe  migl&ta  fMe ; 
So  feble  and  eek  to  old  was  iha 
That  £ftded  was  al  hir  beantea. 
Fol  salowe  waa  waxen  hir  oolovr,         355 
Hir  heed  for-hoor  wai,  whjt  as  floor. 
Y-wis,  gret  qualm  ne  ware  it  noon, 
Ke  sinne,  alUumgh  hir  lyf  were  gon. 
Al  wozen  was  hir  body  nnweldOi 
And  drye,  and  dwyned  al  fbr  ekie.       360 
A  fool  f orwelked  thing  was  she 
That  whylom  round  and  softe  had  be. 
Hir  eves  shoken  fut  withalle, 
As  firom  her  heed  th^y  wolde  fidle. 
Hir  &oe  fronnoed  and  Ibrpyned,  $6s 

And  bothe  hir  hondes  lorn,  fbidwyaed. 
80  old  she  was  that  she  ne  wente 
A  foot,  bat  it  were  by  potente. 
Time. 
The  Tmx,  thait  passeth  night  and  day, 
And  reeteloes  txavayleth  ay,  370 

And  steleth  from  ns  so  prively, 
That  to  ns  semeth  sikerly 
That  it  in  oon  point  dwelleth  ever, 
And  oertes,  it  ne  resteth  never. 
Bat  goth  so  fiwte,  and  passeth  ay,        375 
That  ther  nis  man  that  tht-ny^  may 
What  lyme  that  now  present  is : 
Asketh  at  these  <derkes  this ; 
For  [er]  men  thinke  it  redily. 
Three  tymes  been  y-passed  by.  380 

The  tyme,  that  may  not  sojoome, 
Bat  goth,  and  fnever  may  xetonme, 
As  water  that  doon  zenneth  ay. 
Bat  never  drope  retooxne  may ; 
Ther  msy  no-thing  as  tyme  endore,     3^ 
Metal,  nor  erthely  otcatore ; 
For  alle  thing  it  fret,  and  shal : 
The  tyme  eek,  that  ohaangeth  al. 
And  al  doth  wsze  and  foetred  be, 
And  alle  thing  distroyeth  he :  390 

Tbe  lyme,  that  eldeth  onr  aoneessonxs 
And  eldeth  kinges  and  emperoors, 
And  that  as  alle  shal  ovsroomen 
Sr  that  death  as  shal  have  nomen : 
The  tyme,  that  hath  al  in  welde  395 

To  elden  folk,  had  maad  hir  elde 
So  inly,  that,  to  my  witing, 
She  mighte  helpe  hir^elf  no-thing, 
Bat  toxnad  ageyn  onto  ffhUdbede ; 


She  had  no-thing  hir-aelf  to  lede,         400 
Ne  wit  ne  pith  in{with]  hir  holde 
More  than  a  ohild  of  two  year  olda. 
Bat  natheles,  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  fidr  samtjnne,  and  fresh  to  see, 
Whan  she  was  in  hir  rightfbl  age  :      405 
Bat  she  was  past  al  that  passage 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bioomen. 
A  Airred  oope  on  had  she  nomen ; 
Wei  had  she  dad  hir-aelf  and  warm. 
For  oold  mighte  elles  doon  hir  harm.  410 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  oolde, 
Hir   kind  is   swiohO)  whan   they   ben 
olde. 

Pope-holy. 
Another  thing  waa  doon  ther  writer 
That  semede  lyk  an  ipoerite, 
And  it  was  eleped  Fops-bolt.  415 

That  ilke  is  she  that  prively 
Ne  spareth  never  a  wikked  deda, 
Whan  men  of  hir  taken  non  hede  ; 
And  maketh  hir  oatward  preoioasi 
With  pale  visage  and  pitoos,  4m> 

And  semeth  a- simple  eieataia ; 
Bat  ther  nis  no  misaventora 
That  she  ne  thenkath  in  hir  eoragek 
Fol  lyk  to  hir  waa  that  image. 
That  maked  was  lyk  hir  semblaanee.  4a5 
She  was  Ail  simple  of  ooontenanoe, 
And  she  was  dothed  and  eek  shod, 
As  she  -were,  for  the  love  of  god, 
TokLen  to  re£igioant 

Swioh  semed  hir  devooioon.  490 

A  saater  held  she  ikste  in  hoa^de, 
And  bisily  she  gan  to  fonde 
To  make  many  a  f eynt  pray  ere 
To  god,  and  to  his  s^yntes  dere^ 
Ne  she  was  gio^,  fresh,  ne  jolyf;  435 

Bat  semed  be  frd  ententyf 
To  gode  warkes,  and  to  frOre, 
And  therto  she  had  on  an  haira. 
Ne  oertes,  she  was  fot  no-thing. 
Bat  semed  weiy  for  iiMting ;  440 

Of  coloar  pale  and  deed  waa  she. 
From  hir  the  gate  'fsbal  wemed  be 
Of  paradys,  that  blisfol  plaoe  ; 
For  swich  folk  maketh  lene  hir  f^Me, 
As  Crist  seith  in  his  evangyle,  445 

To  gete  hem  prys  in  toan  a  whyle ; 
And  for  a  litel  glorie  veine 
They  lesen  god  and  eek  his  reine. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Z^t  (SlomaunI  of  ilk  (B^^ 


[FBAQMxar  A« 


Povert. 

And  alderlast  of  everichoon, 
Was  p^ynted  Povxbt  al  aloon,  450 

That  not  a  peny  hadde  in  wolde, 
Al-thongh  [that]  she  hir  clothes  solde, 
And  though  she  shnlde  anhonged  be; 
For  naked  as  a  worm  was  she. 
And  if  the  weder  stormy  were,  455 

For  oolde  she  shnlde  have  deyed  there. 
She  nadde  on  bnt  a  streit  old  sak, 
And  many  a  doat  on  it  ther  stak ; 
This  was  hir  cote  and  hir  mantel, 
No  more  was  there,  nerer  a  del,  460 

To  clothe  her  with  ;  I  nndertake, 
Gret  l^yser  hadde  she  to  quake. 
And  she  was  put,  that  I  of  talke, 
Fer  fro  these  other,  up  in  an  halke ; 
There  lurked  and  there  ooured  she ;    465 
For  porre  thing,  wher-so  it  be, 
Is  shamfast,  and  despysed  ay. 
Aonrsed  may  wel  be  Uiat  day, 
That  povre  man  oono^yyed  is ; 
For  god  wot,  al  to  selde,  y-wis,  470 

Is  any  poyre  man  wel  fed, 
Or  wel  arayed  or  y-oled, 
Or  wel  biloved,  in  swioh  wyse 
In  honour  that  he  may  aiysa 

Alle  these  thinges,  wel  avysed,         475 
As  I  have  you  er  this  derysed. 
With  gold  and  asure  over  alle 
Depeynted  were  upon  the  walleu 
Squar  was  the  wbI,  and  high  somdel  ,* 
Enclosed,  and  y-barred  wel,  480 

In  stede  of  hegge,  was  that  gardin ; 
Com  never  shepherde  therin. 
Into  that  gardyn,  wel  [y-]wrought, 
Who-so  that  me  ooude  have  brought. 
By  fladdre,  or  elles  by  degree,  485 

It  wolde  wel  have  lyked  ma 
For  swioh  solace,  swioh  joye,  and  play, 
I  trowe  that  never  man  ne  say. 
As  in  that  place  delitous. 
The  gardin  was  not  daungerous  490 

To  herberwe  briddes  many  oon. 
So  riche  a  fyerd  was  never  noon 
Of  briddes  songe,  and  braunches  grene. 
Therin  were  briddes  mo,  I  wene. 
Than  been  in  alle  the  rewme  of  Fraunce. 
Fol  blisfhl  was  the  aooordaunce  496 

Of  swete  and  pitons  songe  they  made, 
For  al  this  world  it  oughte  glade. 


And  I  my-self  so  mery  ferde. 
Whan  I  hir  blisfiil  songes  herde,  500 

That  for  an  hundred  pound  fnolde  I, — 
If  that  the  passage  openly 
Hadde  been  unto  me  firee^— 
That  I  nolde  entren  for  to  see 
Thassemblee,  god  fit  kepe  and  were !    505 
Of  briddes,  whiohe  therinne  were. 
That  songen,  through  hir  mery  throtes, 
Daunces  of  love,  and  mery  notes. 

Whan  I  thus  herde  foules  singe, 
I  fel  finste  in  a  weymentinge,  510 

By  which  art,  or  by  what  engyn 
I  mighte  come  in  that  gardyn ; 
But  way  I  couthe  finde  noon 
Into  that  gardin  for  to  goon. 
Ne  nought  wiste  I  if  that  ther  were    515 
ESyther  hole  or  place  [o}-where, 
By  which  I  mighte  have  entree ; 
Ne  ther  was  noon  to  teche  me ; 
For  I  was  al  aloon,  y-wis, 
fFul  wo  and  anguissous  of  this.  520 

Til  atte  last  bithoughte  I  me. 
That  by  no  woye  ne  mighte  it  be ; 
That  ther  nas  laddre  or  wey  to  passe. 
Or  hole,  into  so  fair  a  place. 

Tho  gan  I  go  a  ftd  gret  pas  525 

Envjrroning  even  in  compas 
The  closing  of  the  square  wal, 
Til  that  I  fond  a  wiket  smal 
So  shot,  that  I  ne  mighte  in  goon. 
And  other  entree  was  ther  noon.  530 

The  Door. 

Upon  this  dore  I  gan  to  smyte. 
That  was  [so]  fotys  and  so  lyte ; 
For  other  wey  ooude  I  not  soke. 
Ful  long  I  shoof,  and  knokked  eke, 
And  stood  ftU  long  and  of[t]  herkning  535 
If  that  I  herde  fa  wight  coming ; 
Til  that  the  dote  of  thilke  entree 
A  mayden  ourteys  opened  me. 

Tdefaiesse. 
Hir  heer  was  as  yelowe  of  hewe 
As  any  basin  scoured  newe.  540 

Hir  flesh  [as]  tendre  as  is  a  chike, 
With  bente  browes,  smothe  and  alike; 
And  by  mesnre  laxge  were 
The  opening  of  hir  yOn  clere. 
Hir  nose  of  good  proporoioun,  545 

Hir  yfin  greye  as  a  fiiucoun, 
With  swete  breeth  and  wel  savoured. 
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Hir  fifeoe  whyt  and  irel  eolotmd, 

With  Utel  numth,  and  round  to  lee ; 

A  clore  ohin  eek  hadde  ahe.  590 

Hir  nakke  was  of  good  fiMoun 

In  lengihe  and  grotncw,  hy  iMoim, 

Withoata  blayne,  aoabbe,  or  rojma. 

Fro  Jemaalem  nnto  Bugojna 

Ther  nls  a  fairer  nekka,  y-wia,  555 

To  fele  how  smoihe  and  aofte  it  ia, 

Hir  throte,  al-ao  whji  of  hawa 

As  snow  on  brannoha  snowad  nawa. 

Of  body  ftU  wal  wronfl^t  was  ahe ; 

Men  neded  not,  in  no  enntraa,  560 

A  fiurer  body  for  to  aaka. 

And  of  ^  orfirays  had  aha  ake 

A  chapelet :  so  aemly  oon 

Ke  wered  never  majda  upon ;  «... 

And  flure  abore  thai  ehapalat  565 

A  rose  garland  had  aha  aet. 

She  hadde  [in  honda]  a  gay  mironr, 

And  with  a  riche  gold  trsasrwr 

Hir  heed  was  iressocl  qnaaaitriy ; 

Hir  sleras  sewed  fetisly.  570 

And  for  to  kepe  hir  hondes  iiiix9 

Of  glores  whyte  die  hadde  a  pair*. 

And  she  hadde  on  a  cote  of  grene 

Of  cloth  of  GhMint ;  wiihoaten  wens, 

Wei  seined  by  hir  appamy  la  575 

She  was  not  wont  to  greet  travi^la. 

For  whan  she  kempt  was  fetisly, 

And  wel  amyed  and  riohely , 

mianne  had  she  doon  al  hir  joionee ; 

F6r  mexy  and  wel  bigoon  was  she.        580 

She  ladde  a  Insty  lyf  in  M ay , 

She  hadde  no  thought,  by  ni^t  ne  day, 

Of  no-thing,  bat  it  were  oonly 

To  graythe  hir  wel  and  nnoonthly. 

Whan  that  this  dore  hadde  opened  nie 
This  fmayden,  semely  Ibr  to  see,         586 
I  thanked  hir  as  I  best  mighte. 
And  azede  hir  how  that  she  hiji^te. 
And  what  she  was,  I  axede  eke. 
And  she  to  me  was  nought  nnmeke,    590 
Ke  of  hir  answer  danngerona. 
Bat  fiure  answerde,  and  aeide  thos  :— 
'  Lo,  sir,  my  name  is  YDBLvassa ; 
80  depe  men  me,  more  and  lesse. 
Fal  mighty  and  ttd  riohe  am  I,  595 

And  that  of  oon  thing,  namely ; 
For  I  entende  to  no-thing 
But  to  my  joye,  and  my  playing. 


And  for  to  kambe  and  trease  ase. 
Aqa^ynted  am  I,  and  privee  <Soo 

With  ICirthe,  lord  of  this  gardyn, 
That  firo  the  lande  f Alczandiyn 
Made  the  tiaes  the  hider  fet. 
That  in  this  gaidin  been  y-set  604 

And  when  the  trees  were  woxen  on  highta, 
This  wal,  that  stant  here  in  thy  sighte, 
Dide  Mirthe  eneloaen  al  aboate ; 
And  theae  images,  al  withonte. 
He  dide  ham  bothe  entaile  and  pcynta, 
That  neither  ben  jdyf  ne  qaejnte,       610 
Bat  they  ben  tal  of  sorowe  and  woi, 
As  thoa  hast  seen  a  whyle  ago. 

*  And  ofte  tjnne,  him  to  solace, 
Sir  Mirthe  oomath  into  this  place. 
And  eek  with  hUn  oometh  his  maynae, 
That  liven  in  lost  and  joUtee.  6t6 

And  now  is  Mirthe  therin,  to  here 
The  briddes,  how  they  singen  elere. 
The  mavis  and  the  nightingale, 
Andotherjoly  briddes  smala.  6x> 

And  thus  be  walketh  to  aolace 
Him  and  his  folk ;  Idr  swatter  place 
To  pl^yen  in  he  may  not  iinde, 
Although  he  sooi^te  oon  in-til  Inde. 
The  alther>£urest  fblk  to  sea  62s 

That  in  this  world  may  founde  be 
Hath  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  route. 
That  folowen  him  alwayes  aboute.' 

When  Ydehtesse  had  told  al  this, 
And  I  hadde  herkned  wel,  y-wis,  630 

Than  seide  I  to  dame  YdeLoesse, 
*  Now  al-so  wisly  god  ma  blesse, 
Sith  Mirthe,  that  is  so  fiOr  and  firee, 
Is  in  this  y^e  with  his  m^ynee, 
Fiothilkeassemblee,ifImay,  635 

Shal  no  man  weme  me  to-day. 
That  I  this  ni|^t  ne  mote  it  see. 
For,  wel  wane  I,  ther  with  him  be 
A  fair  and  joly  oompanye 
Fulfilled  of  alle  ourte^ye.'  640 

And  forth,  without  wordes  mo, 
In  at  the  wiket  wente  I  tho. 
That  Ydelnesse  hadde  opened  me, 
Into  that  gardin  fair  to  see. 
The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  was  [ther^,  y-wis,        ^45 
Myn  herte  was  tdl  glad  of  this. 
For  wel  wende  I  tal  sikerly 
Have  been  in  paradys  arthfejiy ; 
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So  taSx  it  ynm,  thftt,  tmsteth  wel, 

It  semed  a  plaoe  espiiitueL  650 

For  oertes,  as  at  my  de^j^ 

Ther  is  no  plaoe  in  paradjB 

So  good  in  for  to  dwelle  or  be 

As  in  that  Gabdut,  thonghte  me ; 

For  there  was  many  a  brid  singingi     655 

Thronghout  the  yerde  al  thringing. 

In  many  plaoes  were  nightingales, 

Alpes,  finches,  and  wodewales, 

That  in  her  swete  song  delyten 

In  thilke  fplace  as  they  haVs^ten.        660 

Ther  mighte  men  see  many  flokkes 

Of  turtles  and  [of]  layerokkes. 

Chalanndres  fele  saw  I  there, 

That  weiy,  ni^  forsongen  were. 

And  throstles,  terins,  and  marys,        66$ 

That  songen  for  to  winne  hem  piys, 

And  eek  to  sormoonte  in  hir  song 

fThese  other  briddes  hem  among. 

By  note  made  Hair  servyse 

These  briddes,  that  I  yon  deryse ;        670 

They  songe  hir  song  as  fBore  and  wel 

As  angels  doon  espiritneL 

And,  tmsteth  wel,  whan  I  hem  herds, 

Fall  Instily  and  wel  I  farde ; 

For  never  yit  swioh  melodye  67s 

Was  herd  of  man  that  mighte  dye. 

Swich  swete  song  was  hem  among. 

That  me  thonghte  it  no  briddes  song, 

But  it  was  wonder  lyk  to  be 

Song  of  mermaydens  of  the  see ;  680 

That,  for  her  singing  is  so  olexe. 

Though  we  mermsydens  olepe  hem  here 

In  ICngiiiyii^  as  in  oar  osaonoe, 

Men  clepe[n]  hem  sereyns  in  Fraonce. 

Ententif  weren  for  to  singe  685 

These  briddes  that  nought  unkunninge 
Were  of  hir  craft,  and  apprentys. 
But  of  [hir]  song  soiyl  and  W3^ 
And  certes,  whan  I  herde  hir  song, 
And  saw  the  grene  plaoe  among,  690 

In  herte  I  wex  so  wonder  gay. 
That  I  was  never  erst,  er  that  dayi 
So  jolyf,  nor  so  wel  bigo, 
Ne  meiy  in  herte,  as  I  was  tho. 
And  than  wiste  I,  and  saw  ftd  wel,      695 
That  Ydelnesse  me  served  wel, 
That  me  putte  in  swich  joUtee. 
Hir  freend  wel  oughte  I  for  to  be, 
Sith  she  the  dore  of  that  gardyn 


Hadde  opened,  and  me  leten  in.  700 

From  hennesforth  how  that  I  wxou^te,  > 
I  shal  3rou  teUen,  as  me  thonghte. 
FLrst,  whereof  Mirthe  served  thero, 
And  eek  what  folk  ther  with  him  were, 
Without[e]  &ble  I  wol  desoryva.  705 

And  of  that  gardin  eek  as  blyve 
I  wol  jrou  tellen  after  this. 
The  fiEore  fluoun  al,  y-wis. 
That  wel  [y-]wrought  was  for  the  nones, 
I  may  not  telle  you  al  at  ones :  710 

But  as  I  may  and  can,  I  shal 
By  ordre  tellen  you  it  aL 

Ful  fiur  servyse  and  eek  fVil  swete 
These  briddes  maden  as  they  sete. 
Layes  of  love,  M  wel  sowning  715 

They  songen  in  hir  jargoning ; 
Summe  highe  and  summe  eek  lows  songe 
Upon  the  braunohes  grene  y-spronga. 
The  sweetnesse  of  hir  melodye 
Made  al  myn  herte  in  freverdye.  7ao 

And  whan  that  I  hadde  herd,  I  trowe, 
These  briddes  singing  on  a  rows, 
Than  mighte  I  not  withholde  me 
That  I  ne  wente  in  for  to  see 
Sir  Mirthe ;  for  my  desiring  72$ 

Was  him  to  seen,  over  alle  thing. 
His  oountenaunoe  and  his  manere : 
That  sights  was  to  me  fVU  dere. 
Sir  Mirthe. 

Tho  wente  I  forth  on  my  right  bond 
Doun  by  a,  litel  path  I  fond  730 

Of  mentes  fal,  and  fenel  grene ; 
And  &8te  by,  withoute  wene, 
Sib  Mibthb  I  fond ;  and  right  anoon 
Unto  sir  Mirthe  gan  I  goon, 
Ther^M  he  was,  him  to  solace.  73s 

And  with  him,  in  that  lusty  place, 
So  fair  folk  and  so  fresh  hadde  he, 
That  whan  I  saw,  I  wondred  me 
Fro  whennes  swich  folk  mighte  come. 
So  faire  they  weren,  alle  and  some ;    740 
For  they  were  lyk,  as  to  my  sighte. 
To  angels,  that  ben  fethered  bxighte, 
Gladnesse, 

This  folk,  of  which  I  telle  jrou  so, 
Upon  a  Carole  wenten  tho. 
A  lady  caroled  hem,  that  highte  745 

Gladiixsss,  [the]  blisful,  the  lights ; 
Wel  ooude  s^e  dnge  and  lustily, 
Non  half  so  wel  and  semely. 
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And  make  in  mmg  iwioh  lefr^ninfe, 

It  nt  hir  wonder  -wbI  to  finge.  790 

Hir  Tou  ftd  oleer  was  and  Ail  swot*. 

She  waa  nongfat  xnda  na  uninata. 

Bat  oonihe  y-now  of  awioh  doing 

As  longatli  unto  imToling : 

For  aha  -was  wont  in  arary  plaoa  755 

To  stngan  Hxsfe,  folk  to  solaoa ; 

For  singing  moat  she  gaf  hir  to ; 

No  cxmft  had  she  so  leaf  to  do. 

Tho  mighteat  thou  oaztdea  aeen, 
And  folk  [ther]  daanoe  and  maxy  bean,  760 
And  fmake  many  a  foir  tooming 
Upon  the  grena  gxaa  sporingingi 
Ther  mighteat  thou  aea  theae  flontooxs, 
Hinstralea,  and  eek  jogelonn, 
That  wel  to  singe  dida  hir  peyne.         765 
Somma  aonga  songes  of  Lorayne ; 
For  in  Lonyne  hir  notes  be 
¥al  swatter  than  in  this  oontree. 
Ther  waa  many  a  iimbeatere, 
And  saylonrs,  that  I  dar  wel  swere      770 
Cootha  hir  craft  fbl  parllily. 
The  timbres  np  fttl  aotUly 
Ih^  easte,  and  hente[n  hem]  ftil  ofte 
Upon  a  finger  foire  and  softe, 
That  they  [ne]  finyled  naTSSHDno.  775 

Fol  fetia  damlselles  two, 
Bi^t  yonge,  and  ftille  df  aamlihedoi 
In  kirtlea,  and  non  other  wade, 
And  fikire  tressed  erexy  tresse, 
Had  Mirtha  doon,  for  his  noblesse,      780 
Amidde  the  carola  for  to  dannce ; 
Bat  her-of  lyth  no  remembraanoe, 
How  that  they  dannoed  qo^yntely. 
^lat  oon  wolde  oome  al  primely 
Agayn  that  other :  and  whan  th«y  ware 
Togidre  almost,  they  threwe  yfore      786 
Hir  moathee  so,  that  throni^  hir  play 
It  aemed  as  they  kiste  alway ; 
To  dannoen  wel  ooade  th^  Uie  gyae ; 
What  shnlde  I  more  to  you  devysa  ?     790 
Ke  fbede  I  never  thannes  go, 
Whyles  that  I  saw  hem  daonca  so. 
Cuteaya. 

Upon  the  oarole  wonder  ihsto 
Iganbiholde;  tUattelaste 
A  lady  gan  me  for  to  eepye,  795 

And  she  was  doped  Cuarasig, 
The  worshipful,  the  debonairo  ; 
I  pray  god  ever  fklle  hir  Iftire  t 


Fol  oarteisly  sbaoaUad  ma, 
*What  do  ye  there,  beaa  sire?'   qood 
she,  800 

*  Come  [neer],  and  if  it  l^e  yow 
To  daaneen,  daonoath  with  ns  now/ 
And  I,  withoute  tazying, 
Wente  into  the  oaroUng. 
I  waa  abasshad  never  a  del,  805 

Bat  it  ma  lykade  ri|^t  wel 
lliat  Cnrtesys  me  elaped  so, 
And  bad  me  on  the  dannoe  ga 
For  if  I  hadda  dorst,  oarteyn 
I  wolda  have  oaroUd  right  flqm,  810 

As  man  that  was  to  dannoe  blythe. 
Than  gan  I  loken  ofte  ^ythe 
llie  shap,  the  bodies,  and  the  oheres, 
llie  ooontenaonoe  and  the  manersa 
Of  alia  the  folk  that  dannoed  there,     815 
And  I  shal  telle  what  they  ware. 


Fol  foir  waa  Mirtha,  ftd  kmg  and  high ; 
A  &irer  man  I  never  aigh. 
As  roand  as  appal  waa  his  Ams, 
Fol  xody  and  whyt  in  every  plaoa.       8ao 
Fetys  ha  was  and  wel  beaeya. 
With  metaly  month  and  y«n  greye ; 
His  nose  by  meaore  wrought  toX  ri|^t ; 
Crisp  was  his  haer,  and  eek  ftd  bright. 
Hisshnldxesof  alargebreda,  825 

And  smalish  in  the  girdilstede. 
He  semed  lyk  a  portraiture. 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  statue. 
So  fair,  so  joly,  and  so  fe^s. 
With  limes  wrought  at  poynt  devys,    830 
Deliver,  smert,  and  of  grat  might ; 
Ne  sawe  thou  never  man  so  light. 
Of  beide  nnnethe  hadde  he  no-thing. 
For  it  was  in  the  firste  spring. 
Fol  yong  he  was,  and  meiy  of  thought, 
And  in  samyt,  with  briddes  wroogh^   836 
And  with  gold  beten  fotisly, 
His  body  was  clad  ftd  riohely. 
Wroaght  was  his  robe  in  strannge  gyse, 
And  al  to-slitered  for  qoeyntyse  840 

In  many  a  plaoa,  Iowa  and  hye. 
And  shod  ha  was  with  greet  maistrye, 
With  shoon  deooped,  and  with  loas. 
By  droerye,  and  by  solas, 
Hisleef  arosenohapelet  845 

Had  maad,  and  on  his  heed  it  set. 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef  ? 
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Gladnesse. 
JDame  Gzjldhss  ther  -was  him  to  \et£^ 
That  singeth  so  wel  with  f^ad  ooxage, 
That  from  she  was  twelve  jeer  of  age,  850 
She  of  hir  love  grannt  him  made. 
Sir  Mirthe  hir  by  the  finger  hadde 
[In]  daunsing,  and  she  him  also ; 
Gret  love  was  atwize  hem  two. 
Bothe  were  they  fitire  and  brighte  of  hewe; 
She  semede  lyk  a  rose  newe  856 

Of  colour,  and  hir  flesh  so  tendre, 
That  with  a  brere  smale  and  slendre 
Men  mighte  it  oleve,  I  dar  wel  fsayn. 
Hir  forheed,  firoonoeles  al  fplayn.       860 
Bente  were  hir  browes  two, 
Hir  y6n  greye,  and  gladde  also, 
That  langhede  ay  in  hir  semUannt, 
First  or  the  month,  by  covenaont. 
I  fnoot  what  of  hir  nose  desoxyve ;      865 
So  fftir  hath  no  womman  alyve  .... 
Hir  heer  was  yelowe,  and  deer  shyning, 
I  wot  no  lady  so  lyking. 
Of  orfirays  fresh  was  hir  gerland ; 
I,  whiche  seen  have  a  thousand,  870 

Sangh  never,  y-wis,  no  gerlond  yit, 
So  wel  [y>wroaght  of  silk  as  it. 
And  in  an  over-gilt  samyt 
Clad  she  was,  hy  gret  delyt. 
Of  which  hir  leef  a  robe  werde,  875 

The  myrier  she  in  herte  ferde. 
Cupide* 

And  next  hir  wente,  on  hir  other  qyde, 
The  god  of  Love,  that  can  devyde 
liove,  fM  him  lyketh  it  [to]  be. 
Bat  he  can  cherles  dannten,  he,  880 

And  maken  folkes  piyde  fallen. 
And  he  can  wel  these  lordee  thrallen, 
And  ladies  imtte  at  lowe  degree, 
Whan  he  may  hem  to  pronde  seew 

This  God  of  Love  of  his  fasoon  885 

Was  lyk  no  kxiave,  ne  qoistronn ; 
His  beautee  gretly  was  to  piyse. 
But  of  his  robe  to  devyse 
I  drede  encombred  for  to  be. 
For  nought  y-dad  in  silk  was  he,         890 
But  al  in  flonres  and  floorettes, 
Y-painted  al  with  amorettes ; 
And  with  losenges  and  soochonns, 
With  briddes,  Ubardes,  and  lyonns. 
And  other  beestes  wrought  AU.  woL      895 
His  gaxnement  was  eveiydel 


Y-portreyd  and  y-wronght  with  flonzes. 
By  dyvers  medling  of  coloores. 
Flonres  ther  were  of  many  gyse 
Y-set  by  o<nnpa8  in  as^yse ;  900 

Ther  lakked  no  floor,  to  my  dome, 
Ne  nought  so  muche  as  flour  of  brome, 
Ne  violete,  no  eek  pervenke, 
Ne  flour  non,  that  man  can  on  thenke ; 
And  many  a  rose-leef  fUL  long  905 

Was  entermedled  ther-among : 
And  also  on  his  heed  was  set 
Of  roses  rede  a  ohapelet. 
But  nightingales,  a  Ail  gret  route, 
That  flyen  over  his  heed  aboute,  910 

The  levee  felden  as  they  flyen  ; 
And  he  was  al  with  briddes  wryen. 
With  popinjay,  with  nightingeJe, 
With  ohalaundre,  and  with  wodewale. 
With  finch,withlark,andwitharohaangel. 
He  semede  as  he  were  an  aungel  916 

That  doun  were  comen  fro  hevene  dere. 
Swete-Lokiug. 
Love  hadde  with  him  a  baohelere, 
That  he  made  alweyes  with  him  be  ; 
SwsTx-LoKnra  doped  was  he.  930 

This  baohdere  stood  biholding 
The  daunoe,  and  in  his  honde  hddlng 
fTurke  bowes  two  hadde  he. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  of  a  tree 
That  bereth  a  fruyt  of  savour  wikke;  925 
Ful  oroked  was  that  foule  stikke. 
And  knotty  here  and  there  also. 
And  blak  as  bery,  or  any  d<x 
That  other  bowe  was  of  a  plante 
Without  wem,  I  dar  warante,  930 

Ful  even,  and  by  i»roporcioun 
Tretys  and  long,  of  good  fasoun. 
And  it  was  peynted  wd  and  thwiten, 
And  over-al  diapred  and  writen 
With  ladies  and  with  baohderes,         935 
Ful  lightsom  and  [fdl]  glad  of  chares. 
These  bowes  two  hdd  Swete-Loking, 
That  semed  lyk  no  gadeling. 
And  ten  brode  arowes  hdd  he  there. 
Of  which  five  in  his  ri^t  hond  were.  940 
But  they  were  shaven  wel  and  dight, 
Nokked  and  fathered  a-right ; 
And  al  they  were  with  gold  bigoon, 
And  stronge  poynted  everiohoon. 
And  shaipe  for  to  kerven  weeL  945 

But  iren  was  ther  noon  ne  sted ; 
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Por  al  was  gold,  men  mighto  it  M6, 
Oat-teke  the  fotherai  and  the  trea, 
Baavtee. 
The  gwiAeat  of  theae  arowva  fyv% 
Out  of  a  bowe  for  to  dzyre,  990 

And  best  [yj-fethered  for  to  flee, 
And  iyreat  eek,  wbb  deped  Bbauivb. 


955 


960 


That  other  aarowe,  that  hiirteth  leiK, 
Was  deped,  as  I  trowe,  Sucplxmx. 

Fraunchyae. 
The  thridde  olaped  was  Fkauvoktib, 
That  fethered  was,  in  noUe  wyse, 
With  valour  and  with  eurteeye. 

Companye, 
The  fonrthe  was  deped  Oompastx, 
That  heyy  for  to  fsheten  is ; 
But  who-so  sheteth  right,  y-wis. 
Hay  therwith  doon  gret  harm  and  wo. 

Fair-Semblamit 
The  flfte  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
pAiSrSxifBi^iniT  men  that  arowe  calle. 
The  leeste  grevoos  of  hem  alls ; 
Tit  oan  it  make  a  Ail  gret  woimde,      9^ 
But  he  may  hope  his  sores  soimde. 
That  hurt  is  with  that  arowe,  y-wis ; 
His  wo  the  bet  bistowed  i& 
For  he  may  soner  hare  gladnease, 
His  langonr  ooghte  be  the  leese. 

"Fyre  arowes  were  of  other  gyse, 
That  been  ftil  foole  to  devyse ; 
For  shaft  and  ende,  sooth  to  telle, 
Were  al-so  blak  as  faend  in  helle. 
Prydo. 
The  first  of  hem  is  called  Pbtds  j 
Yilanye. 
That  other  arowe  next  him  bi^e, 
It  was  [y>deped  Tiuurrs  ; 
That  arowe  was  as  with  Idonye 
Envenimed,  and  witii  spitoos  Uame. 

Shame. 
The  thridde  of  hem  was  deped  Skaicx.  980 

Wanhope. 
The  fonrthe,  WAvnora  deped  is, 

Hewe-Thonght 
The  fifte,  the  Nxwv-TsouaBT,  y-wis. 
These  arowes  that  I  speke  of  here, 
Were  alle  fyve  fof  oon  manere, 
And  alle  were  they  resemblable.  985 

To  hem  was  wd  sitting  and  able 
The  fonle  croked  bowe  hidons, 


970 


975 


That  knotty  was,  and  al  roynoos. 
That  bowe  semede  wd  to  shete 
These  arowes  fyv^  that  been  nmrnftirt  990 
Oontrarie  to  that  other  tyre. 
But  thong^  I  telle  not  as  blyva 
Of  hir  power,  ne  of  hir  might, 
Her-After  shal  I  tellen  right 
The  sothe,  and  eek  signifiannoe,  995 

As  far  as  I  have  rememhraonoe : 
Al  shal  be  sdd,  I  undertake, 
Br  of  this  boke  an  ende  I  make. 
Now  oome  I  to  my  tale  ageyn. 
But  alderflrst,  I  wol  you  seyn  1000 

The  fiMonn  and  the  eountenaunees 
Of  al  the  folk  that  on  the  daunoe  is. 
The  Ood  of  Lore,  jolyf  and  light, 
Ladde  on  his  h(mde  a  lady  bii^t, 
Ofhighpiys,  and  of  greet  degree.      1005 

Beautee. 
This  lady  called  was  BaAum, 
f  As  was  an  arowe,  of  which  I  tolde. 
Ful  wd  [y>thewed  wasshehdde; 
Ne  she  was  derk  ne  broun,  but  bright. 
And  deer  as  [is]  the  mone-li^t,         1010 
Ageyn  whcmi  alle  the  sterres  semen 
But  smale  oandels,  as  we  demen. 
Hir  flesh  was  tendre  as  dewe  of  flour, 
Hir  ohere  was  simple  as  byrde  in  hour ; 
As  whyt  as  Ulie  or  rose  in  rys  1015 

Hir  £Bkce,  gentil  and  tretys. 
Fe^  she  was,  and  smal  to  see; 
No  fwindred  browes  hadde  she, 
Ne  popped  hir,  for  it  neded  nought 
To  windre  hir,  or  to  peynte  hir  oufl^  I090 
Hir  tresses  yelowe  and  longe  straughten, 
Unto  hir  hdes  doun  they  xau^ten : 
Hir  nose,  hir  mouth,  and  eye  and  cheke 
Wd  wrought,  and  d  the  remenaunt  eke. 
A  ttd  gret  sayour  and  a  swote  1095 

Me  fthinketh  in  myn  herte  rote. 
As  hdpe  me  god,  whan  I  rememfare 
OfthefEWoun  of  every  membrel 
In  world  is  noon  so  fidr  a  wight ; 
For  yong  she  was,  and  hewed  bright,  1090 
fWys,  pleeaunt,  and  fetys  withalle, 
Gente,  and  in  hir  middd  smalle. 
Rlchease. 
Bisyde  Beante  yede  Biobxssx, 
t  An  high  lady  of  greet  noblesse, 
Andgreet  ofprysineveiyplaoe.         1035 
But  who-so  duxste  to  hir  trespace, 
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Or  til  hir  folk,  in  fworde  or  dede, 
He  were  ftil  hardy,  out  of  drede ; 
For  bothe  she  helpe  and  hindre  may : 
And  that  if  nought  of  yisterday         1040 
That  riche  folk  have  tal  gnt  might 
To  helpe,  and  eek  to  greve  a  -wight. 
The  beste  and  grettest  of  valoor 
Diden  Biohease  Ail  gret  honour, 
And  be^y  weren  hir  to  serve ;  1045 

For  that  they  wolde  hir  love  deserve. 
They  cleped  hir  *  Lady,' grete  and  smalle ; 
This  wyde  world  hir  dredeth  alle ; 
This  world  is  al  in  hir  danngere. 
Hir  coort  hath  many  a  losengere. 
And  many  a  traytoor  envious, 
That  been  Ail  bei^  and  oorioos 
For  to  dispreisen,  and  to  blamo 
That  best  deserven  love  and  name. 
Bifore  the  folk,  hem  to  bigylen, 
These  losengeres  hem  preyse,  %hd  smylen, 
And  thus  the  world  with  word  an<^ynten ; 
Bat  afterward  they  fprikke  and  poynten 
The  folk  right  to  the  bare  boon, 
Bihinde  her  bak  whan  they  ben  goon, 
And  fonle  abate  the  folkes  piys.         1061 
Fal  many  a  worthy  man  and  wys, 
An  hundred,  have  [they]  don  to  dye. 
These  losengeres,  throogfa  flateiye ; 
And  maketh  folk  Ail  strannge  be,       1065 
Ther-as  hem  onghte  be  prive. 

fil  yvel  mote  they  ihiyve  and  thee, 
And  yvel  aiyved  mote  they  be. 
These  losengeres,  Ail  of  envye ! 
No  good  man  loveth  hir  oompanye.    1070 

Bichesse  a  robe  of  purpre  on  hadde, 
Ne  trowe  not  that  I  lye  or  madde ; 
For  in  this  world  is  noon  it  liohe, 
Ke  by  a  thousand  deel  so  riohe, 
Ne  noon  so  ftir ;  for  it  Ail  wel 
With  orfimys  Uyd  was  everydel. 
And  portmyed  in  the  xibaninges 
Of  dukes  stories,  and  of  kinges. 
And  with  a  bend  of  gold  tasselod, 
And  knoppes  fyne  of  gold  fameled. 
Aboute  hir  nekke  of  gentil  entaile 
Was  shot  the  rlche  chevesaile, 
In  which  ther  was  AU  gret  plentee 
Of  stones  olere  and  bright  to  see. 

Byohesse  a  girdel  hadde  upon. 
The  bokel  of  it  was  of  a  stoon 
Of  vertu greet)  and  moobel  of  mi^t; 


1075 


1060 
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For  who-so  bar  the  stoon  so  bright, 
Of  venim  fthurte  him  no-thing  doute, 
While  he  the  stoon  hadde  him  aboute. 
That  stoon  was  greetly  for  to  love,     1091 
And  til  a  riohe  mannes  bihove 
Worth  al  the  gold  in  Bome  and  Fiyse. 
The  mooxdaunt,  wou^t  in  noble  wyse. 
Was  of  a  stoon  Ad  preoious,  1095 

That  was  so  fyn  and  vertuous, 
That  hool  a  man  it  ooude  make 
Of  palasye,  and  of  tooth-ake. 
And  yit  the  stoon  hadde  suohe  a  grace. 
That  he  was  siker  in  every  place,        iioo 
Al  thilke  day,  not  blind  to  been, 
That  Acting  mi^^te  that  stoon  seen. 
The  barres  were  of  gold  Ail  ^e, 
Upon  a  tissu  of  satyne, 
Fnl  hevy,  greet,  and  no-thing  li^t,   1105 
In  everioh  was  a  besaunt-wight. 

Upon  the  tresses  of  Biohesse 
Was  set  a  oerde,  for  noUesse, 
Of  brend  gold,  that  Ail  lighte  shoon ; 
So  Aur,  trowe  I,  was  never  noon.        mo 
But  he  were  cunning,  for  the  nones, 
That  coude  devysen  alle  the  stones 
That  in  that  cerole  shewen  clere ; 
It  is  a  wonder  thing  to  here. 
For  no  man  ooude  preyse  or  gesse       1115 
Of  hem  the  valewe  or  richesse. 
Bubyes  there  were,  si^hyres,  fjagounoea 
And  emeraudes,  more  than  two  ounces. 
But  al  bifore.  Ail  sotilly, 
A  fyn  carboude  set  sangh  L  iiao 

The  stoon  so  deer  was  and  so  bright, 
That,  al-so  sone  as  it  was  night, 
Men  mighte  seen  to  go,  for  node, 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brede. 
Swioh  light  [tho]  sprang  out  of  the  stoon. 
That  Biohesse  wonder  brighte  shoon,  1  ia6 
Bothe  hir  heed,  and  al  hir  &ce. 
And  eke  aboute  hir  al  the  place. 

Dame  Biohesse  on  hir  hond  gan  lede 
A  yong  man  Ad  of  semelihede,  1130 

That  she  best  loved  of  any  thing; 
His  lust  was  muche  in  honsholding. 
In  dothing  was  he  Ail  fotys. 
And  lovede  wd  have  hors  of  piys. 
He  wende  to  have  reproved  be  1135 

Of  thefte  or  mordre,  if  that  he 
Hadde  in  his  stable  an  hakeney. 
And  thecfore  he  deiTred  ay 
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To  been  aqneynted  with  TTiohew ; 
For  al  his  porpos,  as  I  gosio,  1140 

Wiks  for  to  make  greet  dispcoise, 
Withoate  weming  or  defenee. 
And  Riohflese  might  it  wel  sastene, 
And  hir  dispenses  wel  majntene, 
And  him  alwey  swioh  plentee  sende  1145 
Of  gold  and  silver  tor  to  spmide 
Withonte  lakking  or  daongere, 
As  it  were  poured  in  a  gamere. 
Largesse. 

And  after  on  the  dannce  wente 
liABaxssx,  that  sette  al  hir  entente     1150 
For  to  be  honoorable  and  free ; 
Of  Aleacandres  kin  was  she ; 
Hir  moste  joje  waSf  y-wis, 
Whan  that  she  yai;  and  seide  *  have  this.' 
Not  AvsErioe,  the  foole  oaptyf,  1 155 

Was  half  to  giype  so  ententyf, 
As  Largesse  is  to  yeve  and  spende. 
And  god  y-noun^  alwej  hir  sende, 
So  that  the  more  she  ysf  awej, 
The  more,  y-wis,  Ae  hadde  alwey.      1160 
Gret  loos  hath  Laargosse,  and  gret  prys ; 
For  bothe  wys  folk  and  nnwys 
Were  hooUy  to  hir  baondon  brought, 
80  wel  with  yiftes  hath  she  wromght. 
And  if  she  hadde  an  enemy,  11^ 

I  trowe,  that  she  ooode  eraftUy 
Make  him  taX  sone  hir  fireend  to  be, 
80  large  of  yift  and  free  was  she ; 
Therfore  she  stood  in  love  and  graoe 
Ofricheandpovxeinevexyplaoe.      1170 
A  ftd  gret  ibol  is  he,  y-wis. 
That  boihe  riche  and  nigaxd  is. 
A  lord  may  have  no  manor  vice 
That  greveth  more  than  avarice. 
For  nigard  never  with  strengths  of  bond 
Hay  winne  him  greet  lordship  or  lond. 
For  freendes  al  to  fewe  hath  he  1177 

To  doon  his  wil  pezf oormed  be. 
And  who-so  wol  have  freendes  here. 
He  may  not  holde  his  tresonr  dere.    1 180 
For  hy  ensample  I  telle  this, 
Big^t  as  an  adamaxmt,  y^wis, 
Can  drawen  to  him  sotilly 
The  yren,  that  is  l«yd  thereby, 
So  draweth  folkes  hertes,  y-wis,  1 185 

Silver  and  gold  that  yeven  is. 

Largesse  hadde  on  a  robe  fresshe 
Of  riche  pnrpiiT  •fftawBiAenbe. 


Wel  f onrmed  was  hir  f^e  and  elere. 

And  opened  had  she  hir  oolere ;  1190 

For  she  ri^^t  there  hadde  in  present 

Unto  a  lady  maad  present 

Of  a  gold  broohe,  ftil  wel  wrought. 

And  oertes,  it  misMt  hir  nought ; 

For  through  hir  smokke,  wrought  with 

The  flesh  was  seen,  ss  whyt  as  milk. 
LargQSse,  that  worthy  was  and  wys. 
Held  by  the  honde  a  knight  of  prsrs, 
Was  sib  to  Arthoor  of  Bretaigne. 
And  that  was  he  that  bar  the  enseigno 
Of  worship,  and  the  fgonfimoon.         1201 
And  yit  he  is  of  swkh  renovm, 
That  men  of  him  seye  flUre  thinges 
Bifore  baronns,  erles,  and  kinges. 
This  knight  was  oomen  al  newely       1205 
Fro  toomeyinge  flttte  by ; 
Ther  hadde  he  doon  gret  ohivalxye 
Through  his  vertn  and  his  maistrye ; 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lemman 
fHad  cast  doon  many  a dooghtyman.  laio 
Fraimchyae. 
And  next  him  dannoed  dame  Ttuv*- 

CHTSa, 

Artayed  in  ftd  noUe  gyse. 

She  was  not  brovm  ne  dnn  of  hewe, 

But  whjrt  as  snowe  y-&llen  newe. 

Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  poynt  devys,Mi5 

For  it  was  gentil  and  tretys ; 

With  vyea  gladde,  and  bitywes  bente ; 

Hir  beer  doon  to  hir  heles  wente. 

And  she  was  simple  as  dowve  <m  tree, 

Fal  debonaire  of  herte  was  she.  i»o 

She  dnrste  never  aeyn  ne  do-^ 

But  that  [thing]  that  hir  longed  ta 

And  if  a  man  were  in  distresse. 

And  for  hir  love  in  hevinesse, 

Hir  herte  wolde  have  Ail  greet  pitee,  1215 

She  was  so  amiable  and  free. 

For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistod. 

She  wolde  ben  right  sore  adrad 

That  she  dide  over  greet  outrage, 

But  she  him  holpe  his  harm  to  aswage ; 

Hir  thoughte  it  elles  a  vilanye.  1931 

And  she  hadde  on  a  sukkenye. 

That  not  of  fhempen  hordes  was ; 

So  £ur  was  noon  in  alle  Arras. 

Lord,itwasrideledfety8]y!  1^35 

Ther  nas  nat  foo  poynt,  Newely, 
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That  it  nas  in  his  rigkt  asflyie. 

Fal  wel  y-olothed  was  Erannohyse ; 

For  ther  is  no  oloth  sitteth  bet 

On  damiselle,  than  doth  roket.  1240 

A  womman  wel  more  fet js  is 

In  roket  than  in  cote,  y-wis. 

The  whyte  roket,  rideled  fleure, 

f  Bitokened,  that  iU  debonaire 

And  swete  was  she  that  it  here.  1245 

By  hir  dannoed  a  baohelere ; 
I  can  not  telle  yon  what  he  highte, 
Bat  £Eur  he  was,  and  of  good  highte, 
Al  hadde  he  be,  I  sey  no  more, 
The  lordes  sone  of  Windesore.  1350 

Cnrtesye. 

And  next  that  dannoed  Cubtssts, 
That  preised  was  of  lowe  and  hye, 
For  neither  prond  ne  fool  was  she. 
She  for  to  dannce  called  me, 
(I  pray  god  yere  hir  right  good  grace !)  1255 
Whan  I  com  first  into  the  place. 
She  was  not  nyoe,  ne  oatrageons, 
Bnt  wys  and  war,  and  vertnons, 
.Of  faire  speche,  and  faire  answere ; 
Was  never  wight  misseid  of  here ;      ia6o 
She  bar  no  rancour  to  no  wight, 
deer  broun  she  was,  and  therto  bright 
Of  fEMQj  of  body  avenannt ; 
I  wot  no  lady  so  plesannt. 
She  were  worthy  for  to  bene  1265 

An  emperesse  or  crooned  qnene. 

And  by  hir  wente  a  knight  datmoing 
T)^t  worthy  was  and  wel  speking. 
And  ftU  wel  conde  he  doon  honoor. 
The  knight  was  £Bdr  and  stif  in  stoor,  1270 
And  in  armnre  a  semely  man, 
And  wel  biloved  of  his  lemman. 
Ydelnesse. 

Fair  Ydkutsssb  than  sangh  I, 
That  alw^  was  me  &ste  by. 
Of  hir  have  I,  withonten  fibyle,  1275 

Told  yow  the  shap  and  aparayle ; 
For  (as  I  seide)  lo,  that  was  she 
That  dide  me  so  great  bonntee, 
That  she  the  gate  of  the  gardin 
Undide,  and  leet  me  passen  in.  1280 

Yonthe. 

And  after  dannoed,  as  I  gesse, 
f  Youths,  ftilfild  of  Instinesse, 
That  nas  not  yit  twelye  yeer  of  age, 
With  herte  wilde,  and  thought  yolage; 


Nyoe  she  was,  bat  she  ne  mente  1285 

Noon  harm  ne  slight  in  hir  entente. 

Bat  only  lost  and  jolitee. 

For  jronge  folk,  wel  witen  ye. 

Have  litel  thofoght  bat  on  hir  play. 

Hir  lemman  was  bi^yde  alway,  1290 

In  swioh  a  gyse,  that  he  hir  kiste 

At  alle  tymes  that  him  liste, 

That  al  the  dannce  mighte  it  see ; 

Th^  make  no  force  of  privetee ; 

For  who  spak  of  hem  yvel  or  wel,        1295 

They  were  ashamed  never-a^el. 

Bat  men  mighte  seen  hem  kisse  there, 

As  it  two  sponge  doaves  were. 

For  yong  was  thilke  baohelere. 

Of  beante  wot  I  noon  his  pere ;  1300 

And  he  was  right  of  swich  an  age 

As  Yonthe  his  leef.  and  swich  corage. 

The  losty  folk  fthns  daonced  there, 
And  also  other  that  with  hem  •were. 
That  weren  alle  of  hir  meynee ;  1305 

Fal  hende  folk,  and  wys,  and  fkee, 
And  folk  of  £ur  port,  trewely, 
Ther  weren  alle  comonly. 

Whan  I  hadde  seen  the  oonntenannces 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thus  these  daanoes, 
Than  hadde  I  wil  to  goon  and  see       1311 
The  gardin  that  so  lyked  me. 
And  loken  on  these  £ure  f  loreres, 
On  pyn-trees,  oedres,  and  oliveres. 
The  dannces  than  fy^nded  were ;       1315 
For  many  of  hem  that  daxmced  there 
Were  with  hir  loves  went  awey 
Under  the  trees  to  have  hir  pley. 

A,  lord!  th^Uved  lustily  I 
A  gret  fool  were  he,  sikerly,  1320 

That  nolde,  his  thankes,  swich  lyf  lede  I 
For  this  dar  I  s^yn,  out  of  drede. 
That  who-so  mighte  so  wel  fare, 
For  better  lyf  fthurte  him  not  care ; 
For  ther  nis  so  good  paradys  1325 

As  have  a  love  at  his  devys. 

Out  of  that  place  wente  I  tho, 
And  in  that  gardin  gan  I  go, 
Ploying  along  ful  merily. 
The  Gk>d  of  Love  Ail  hastely  1330 

Unto  him  Swete-Loking  ol^te, 
No  longer  wolde  he  that  f  he  kepte 
His  bowe  of  gdde,  that  shoon  so  bright. 
He  fbad  him  bende  it  anon-right ; 
And  he  ful  ione  [it]  sette  fon  ende,    1335 
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And  at  a  braid  he  gan  it  benda, 
And  took  him  of  his  arow««  fyv«, 
Fal  sharpe  and  redy  for  to  dj^vte. 
Now  god  that  sit  in  magestee 
Fro  deadly  wonndes  kepe  me,  1340 

If  so  be  that  he  fwol  me  ihete ; 
For  if  I  with  his  arowe  mete, 
It  fwol  me  greven  sore,  y-wis  I 
Bat  I,  that  no-thing  wiste  of  this, 
Wentenpanddonnftilmanyaw«i7,  1345 
And  he  me  folwed  fute  alwey; 
Bnt  no-wher  wt^de  I  reste  me, 
tni  I  hadde  al  the  tyerde  in  be. 
The  gardin  was,  by  mesnring, 
Bight  even  and  8<ifiar  in  oompassing;  1350 
It  was  as  long  as  it  was  laige^ 

The  Trees. 
Of  frnyt  hadde  eveiy  tree  his  charge, 
But  it  were  any  hidons  tree 
Of  which  ther  were  two  or  three. 
Ther  were,  and  that  wot  I  ftd  wel,      1355 
Of  pomgamettes  a  fal  gret  del ; 
Ihat  is  a  finyt  fhl  wel  to  lyke. 
Namely  to  folk  whan  they  ben  ^yke. 
And  trees  ther  were,  greet  foisovin, 
That  baren  notes  in  hir  sesoon,  1360 

Snch  IIS  men  notemigges  calle. 
That  swote  of  sayonr  been  withalle. 
And  alemandres  greet  plentee, 
Figes,  and  many  a  date-tree 
Ther  weren,  if  men  hadde  nede,  1365 

Throng  the  fyerd  in  length  and  bcede. 
Ther  was  eek  wezing  many  a  spyoe, 
As  dow-gelofre,  and  liooiyoe, 
Oingere,  and  groyn  de  fpaiadys, 
Caaelle,  and  setewale  of  prys,  137D 

And  many  a  spyoe  delitable. 
To  eten  whan  men  ryse  £ro  table. 
And  many  hoomly  trees  ther  were, 
That  peches,  ooynes,  and  apples  bare, 
ICedlers,  pkmmes,  peres,  chestaynes,  1375 
Cheryse,  of  whiohe  many  on  fiiyn  is, 
Notes,  aleys,  and  bolas. 
That  for  to  seen  it  was  solas ; 
With  many  high  lorer  and  pyn 
Was  ranged  <dene  al  that  gardyn ;      1380 
With  oipras,  and  with  olivaras. 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  planta  hare  is. 
Thar  were  almes  grate  and  stronge, 
Haplas,  assha,  o<^  ash,  planes  longe, 
¥yn  aw,  pofdar,  and  lindas  isire,        1395 


And  othera  trees  ftd  many  a  payrei 

What  sholde  I  telle  yon  more  of  it  P 
llier  ware  so  many  trafis  yit. 
That  I  sholda  al  enoombred  be 
Er  I  had  rekened  eyeiy  tree.  1390 

These  trees  ware  set,  that  I  davysa, 
Oon  from  another,  in  as^yse, 
five  fkdome  or  size,  I  trowe  so, 
Bnt  thay  ware  hye  and  grate  also  t 
And  for  to  kepe  oat  wel  the  s(mne,     1395 
The  oroppes  ware  so  thikka  y-ronne, 
And  every  braonoh  in  other  fkneti 
And  All  of  grane  lavas  fsat. 
That  Sonne  mighte  noon  desoende, 
Lest  [it]  the  tandra  grasses  sbande.     1400 
Ther  mighte  men  does  and  roes  ysao, 
And  of  sqairals  taX  greet  plentee. 
From  bough  to  boagh  alwey  leping. 
Conies  ther  ware  also  playing, 
Thatoomenoatof  hirolaperas  14^5 

Of  sondry  oolonrs  and  manares, 
And  madan  many  a  tomaying 
Upon  the  frasihe  gras  springing. 
The  Welles. 

In  plaoes  saw  I  wxllxs  there. 
In  whiohe  ther  no  frogges  were,         14 10 
And  £Eur  in  shadwe  was  every  walle ; 
Bat  I  ne  oan  the  nombre  telle 
Of  stremes  smale,  that  by  devys 
liirtha  had  don  oome  throogh  oondys, 
Of  which  the  water,  in  renning,  1415 

Oan  make  a  noyie  fal  lyking. 

Aboat  the  brinkes  of  thise  wallas. 
And  by  the  stromas  over^  alias 
Sprang  np  the  gxas,  as  thikka  y-sat 
And  soAe  as  any  velafit,  14J0 

On  whioh  men  mighte  his  lemman  leye, 
As  on  a  fetherbed,  to  pleye. 
For  th'erthe  was  Ail  softe  and  swete. 
Throagh  moisture  of  the  welle  wete 
Sprang  ap  the  sote  grene  gras,  1425 

As  Mr,  as  thikke,  as  mister  was. 
Bat  maohe  amended  it  the  place, 
That  th'erthe  was  of  swioh  a  graoe 
That  it  of  floores  had  plente. 
That  both  in  somer  and  winter  be.     1430 

Ther  sprang  the  violete  al  newe. 
And  fresshe  pervinke,  riohe  of  hewe, 
And  floaras  yelowe,  whyte,  and  rede ; 
Swioh  plentee  grew  ther  never  in  mode. 
Fal  gay  was  al  the  ground,  and  qoeynt, 
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And  poodred,  as  men  had  it  poynt,    1436 
With  many  a  fresh  and  sondzy  flour, 
That  casten  up  ftal  good  savour. 

I  wol  not  longe  holde  yoa  in  &ble 
Of  al  this  gardin  fdelitaUe.  1440 

I  moot  my  tonge  stinten  nede. 
For  I  ne  may,  withonten  drede, 
Naught  tellen  you  the  beootee  al, 
Ne  half  the  bountee  therewithal. 

I  wente  on  right  honde  and  on  left  1445 
Aboute  the  place ;  it  was  not  left, 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  "fyerde  in  been. 
In  the  f  estreS  that  men  mighte  seen. 
And  thus  whyle  I  wente  in  my  pley, 
The  Gh)d  of  Lore  me  folowed  ay,  1450 

Bight  as  an  hunter  can  al^e 
The  beste,  til  he  seeth  his  tyde 
To  fshete,  at  good  mes,  to  the  dere. 
Whan  that  him  nedeth  go  no  nere. 

And  so  befll,  I  rested  me  1455 

Beeyde  a  welle,  under  a  tree, 
Which  tree  in  Fraunoe  men  call  a  pyn. 
But,  sith  the  tyme  of  king  Bepyn, 
Ne  g^w  ther  ianee  in  mannes  sighte 
So  &ir,  ne  so  wel  woze  in  highte ;      1460 
In  al  that  yerde  so  high  was  noon. 
And  springing  in  a  marble-stoon 
Had  nature  set,  the  sothe  to  teUO) 
Under  that  pyn-tree  a  welle. 
And  on  the  border,  al  withoute,  1465 

Was  writen,  in  the  stone  aboute, 
Lettres  smale,  that  seyden  thus, 
'Here  starf  the  fikire  Kardsus.' 
Harcisns. 

Naxcxsus  was  a  bachelere. 
That  Love  had  caught  in  his  daungere. 
And  in  his  net  gan  him  so  streyne,     1471 
And  dide  him  so  to  wepe  and  pleyne. 
That  nede  him  muste  his  lyf  forgo. 
For  a  fkir  lady,  hight  Echo, 
Him  loved  over  any  creature,  1475 

And  gan  fbr  him  swich  peyne  endure. 
That  on  a  ^me  she  him  tolde, 
That,  if  he  hir  loven  nolde, 
That  hir  behoved  nedes  dye, 
llier  lay  non  other  remedye.  1480 

But  natheles,  for  his  beautee. 
So  fiers  and  daungerous  was  he. 
That  he  nolde  grannten  hir  asking, 
For  weping,  ne  for  fSedr  jmiying. 
And  whan  she  herde  him  weme  hir  so, 


She  hadde  in  herte  so  gret  wo,  i486 

And  took  it  in  so  gret  dispyt, 
That  she,  withoute  more  respyt. 
Was  deed  anoon.    But,  er  she  deyde, 
Fnl  pitously  to  god  she  pr^de,  1490 

That  proude>herted  Naroisus, 
That  was  in  love  so  daungerous, 
Mighte  on  a  day  ben  hampred  so 
For  love,  and  been  so  hoot  for  wo. 
That  never  he  mighte  joye  att^yne ;  1495 
Than  shulde  he  Me  in  eveiy  veyne 
What  sorowe  trewe  lovers  maken, 
That  been  so  fvilaynsly  forsaken. 
This  prayer  was  but  resonable, 
Therforgodhelditfermeandsti^:  1500 
For  Narcisus,  shortly  to  telle, 
By  aventure  com  to  that  welle 
To  reste  him  in  that  shadowing 
A  day,  whan  he  com  fro  hunting. 
This  Naroisus  had  sufficed  paynes       1505 
For  renning  alday  in  the  playnes, 
And  was  for  thurst  in  greet  distresse 
Of  hete,  and  of  his  werinesse 
That  hadde  his  breeth  almost  Unomen. 
Whan  he  was  to  that  weUc  y-oomen,  1510 
That  shadwed  was  witii  braunohes  grene, 
He  thoughte  of  tlulke  water  shene 
To  drinke  and  firesshe  him  wel  withalle ; 
And  doun  on  knees  he  gan  to  faUe, 
And  forth  his  heed  and  nekke  ont- 
straughte  1515 

To  drinken  of  that  welle  a  draughte. 
And  in  the  water  anoon  was  sene 
His  nose,  his  mouth,  his  y^n  shene. 
And  he  ther-of  was  al  abasahed ; 
His  owne  shadowe  had  him  bitrasshed. 
For  wel  wende  he  the  forme  see         1521 
Of  a  child  of  greet  beautee. 
Wel  couthe  Love  him  wreke  tho 
Of  daunger  and  of  pxyde  also 
That  Naroisus  somtyme  him  here.       1535 
He  quitte  him  wel  his  guerdon  there ; 
For  he  fso  musede  in  the  welle. 
That,  shortly  al  the  sothe  to  telle. 
He  lovede  his  owne  shadowe  so, 
That  atte  laste  he  starf  for  wo.  1530 

For  whan  he  sang^h  that  he  his  wills 
Mighte  in  no  manor  wey  Ailfille, 
And  that  he  was  so  Ikste  caught 
That  he  him  oouthe  oomibrt  naught, 
He  loste  his  wit  right  in  that  plaoe,   1555 
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And  d€^e  within  a  litel  tpMa 
And  thus  hi«  -wariscran  he  took 
For  the  lady  that  he  foieook. 

Ladyee,  I  preye  emwmple  taketh, 
Ye  that  a^einfl  jour  love  mietaketh  :  1540 
For  if  hir  deeth  he  yow  to  iryte, 
Ood  can  Ail  wel  yoor  whyle  qnyte. 

Whan  that  thie  lettre,  of  whiohe  I  telle, 
Had  taught  me  that  it  wee  the  ivelle 
QfNareirasinhieheaotee,  1545 

I  gan  aaoon  withdzawe  me, 
Whan  it  fel  in  my  rememhraanee, 
That  him  httidde  swioh  mieohaonoe. 

The  Welle. 
Bnt  at  the  laete  than  thooghte  I, 
That  Boatheles,  fal  sikerly,  isgo 

I  mighte  nnto  Taa  Wklui  go. 
Wharof  dmlde  I  ahawhen  eo  ? 
Unto  the  welle  than  wente  I  me, 
And  doon  I  loated  fSor  to  aee 
Hie  olere  water  in  the  atoon,  1555 

And  eek  the  gravel,  which  that  ihoon 
Down  in  the  botme,  aa  aOver  fyn ; 
For  of  the  welle,  thia  ia  the  fyn, 
In  world  ia  noon  ao  eleer  of  hewe. 
The  water  ia  ever  freA  and  newe       1560 
That  welmeth  up  in  wawea  hrighte 
The  moontance  of  two  finger  hi^te. 
Ahonten  it  ia  gzaa  apringing, 
For  moiate  ao  tiukke  and  wel  lyking, 
That  it  ne  may  in  winter  dye,  1565 

No  more  than  may  the  aee  he  dxya 

Down  at  the  hotme  aet  aaw  I 
Two  criatal  atonea  eniftely 
In  thUke  fVeaehe  and  fidre  welle. 
Bat  o  thing  aoothly  dar  I  tellei  1570 

That  ye  wol  holde  a  greet  mervayle 
Whan  it  ia  told,  withonten  £iyle. 
For  whan  the  aonne,  oleer  in  aighte, 
Gaat  in  that  welle  hia  hemea  hrighte, 
And  that  the  heet  deaoended  ia,  1575 

Than  taketh  the  criatal  atoon,  y-wia, 
Agayn  the  aonne  an  hundred  hewea, 
BLewe,  yelowe,  and  rede,  that  freah  and 

neweia. 
Yit  hath  the  merveiloiia  criatal  1579 

Swioh  abcengthe,  that  the  place  overal, 
Bothe  fowl  and  tree,  and  levea  gxene, 
And  al  the  yerd  in  it  ia  Bene, 
And  for  to  doon  yoa  nnderstonde, 
To  make  enaam]^  wol  I  fonde ; 


Bight  aa  a  mironr  openly  1585 

Sheweth  al  thing  that  atant  therby, 
Aa  wel  the  cdour  aa  the  figure, 
Withonten  any  covertore ; 
Bight  ao  the  oiiatal  atoon,  ahyning, 
Withonten  any  diao^yving,  1590 

The  featrea  of  the  yerde  aoonaeth 
To  him  that  in  the  water  mnaeth ; 
For  ever,  in  which  half  that  fhe  be, 
t  He  may  wel  half  the  gardin  aee ; 
And  if  he  tome,  he  may  right  wel      1595 
Seen  the  remenannt  everydel. 
For  ther  ia  noon  ao  litel  thing 
So  hid,  ne  oloaed  with  ahitting, 
That  it  ne  ia  aene,  aa  though  it  were 
Paynted  in  the  criatal  there.  1600 

Thia  ia  the  mironr  perilooa. 
In  which  the  pronde  Naroiaoa 
Saw  al  hia  fkoe  &ir  and  bright. 
That  made  him  aith  to  lye  npri|^ 
For  who-ao  loke  in  that  mironr,         1605 
Ther  may  no-thing  ben  hia  aocoor 
That  he  ne  ahal  ther  aeen  aom  thing 
Ihat  ahal  him  lede  into  f  loving. 
Fol  many  a  worthy  man  hath  it 
Y-blent ;  for  folk  of  gretteat  wit         16x0 
Ben  aone  caught  here  and  awayted ; 
Withonten  rei^iyt  been  thay  bayted. 
Heer  comth  to  folk  of-newe  rage, 
Heer  ehaongeth  many  wight  conge ; 
Heer  lyth  no  reed  ne  wit  therto ;         1615 
For  y  enna  aone,  dann  Cnpido, 
Hath  aowen  there  of  love  the  aeed, 
That  help  ne  lyth  ther  noon,  ne  reed. 
So  oeroleth  it  the  welle  abonte. 
Hia  ginnea  hath  he  aet  withonte         i6ao 
Bi^t  for  to  cacche  in  hia  panterea 
Theae  damoyaela  and  baohelerea. 
Love  will  noon  other  hridde  cacohe, 
Thon^  he  aette  either  net  or  laoche.  1624 
And  for  the  aeed  that  heer  waa  aowen, 
Thia  welle  ia  oleped,  aa  wel  ia  knowen. 
The  Welle  of  Love,  of  verray  right. 
Of 'vdiioh  ther  hath  ftd  many  a  wight 
Spoke  in  bokea  dyvemely. 
Bat  they  aholle  never  ao  verily  1630 

Deeoripoioan  of  the  welle  here. 
No  eek  the  aoihe  of  thia  matere, 
Aa  ye  aholle,  whan  I  have  ondo 
The  craft  that  hir  bilongeth  to. 

Alway  me  lyked  for  to  dwelle,         it>35 
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To  seen  the  oriBtal  in  the  welle, 
That  shewed  me  fal  openly 
A  thousand  thinges  £Mte  by. 
Bat  I  may  saye,  in  soiy  honre 
Stood  I  to  loken  or  to  poore ;  1640 

For  slthen  [have]  I  sore  fsyked, 
That  miroor  hath  me  now  entxyked. 
But  hadde  I  first  knowen  in  my  wit 
The  vertne  and  [the]  fstrengthe  of  it, 
I  nolde  not  have  mnised  there ;  1645 

Me  hadde  bet  ben  elle»*where ; 
For  in  the  snare  I  fel  anoon, 
That  hath  fbitraisshed  many  oon. 
The  Roaer. 
In  thilke  miroor  saw  I  tho, 
Among  a  thousand  thinges  mo,  1^ 

A  BosxB  charged  fhl  of  roses, 
That  with  an  hegge  aboate  enclos  is. 
Tho  had  I  swioh  lost  and  envye, 
That,  for  Faiys  ne  for  Flavye, 
Kolde  I  have  left  to  goon  and  see       1655 
Ther  grettest  hepe  of  roses  be. 
Whan  I  was  with  this  rage  hent. 
That  canght  hath  many  a  man  and  shent. 
Toward  the  roser  gan  I  go. 
And  whan  I  was  not  fer  therfro,         i€6o 
The  savour  of  the  roses  swote 
Me  smoot  right  to  the  herte  rote. 
As  I  hadde  si  embawmed  fbe. 
And  if  I  ne  hadde  endouted  me 
To  have  ben  hated  or  assailed,  1665 

My  thankes,  fwolde  I  not  have  fidled 
To  pulle  a  rose  of  al  that  route 
To  bere[n]  in  myn  honde  aboute. 
And  smellen  to  it  wher  I  wente ; 
But  ever  I  dredde  me  to  repente,        1670 


And  lest  it  greved  or  f or-thoughte 
The  lord  that  thilke  gardyn  wrougfata 
Of  roses  were  ther  gret  woon. 
So  fSedre  fweze  never  in  roon. 
Ofknoppesolos,  somesawlthere,      1675 
And  some  wel  beter  wozen  were ; 
And  some  ther  been  of  other  moysoun, 
That  drowe  nigh  to  hir  sesoun. 
And  spedde  hem  £ute  for  to  sprede ; 
I  love  wel  swiohe  roses  rede ;  1680 

For  brode  roses,  and  open  also, 
Ben  passed  in  a  day  or  two ; 
But  knoppes  wilen  fresshe  be 
Two  dayes  atte  leest,  or  three. 
The  knoppes  gretly  lyked  me,  1685 

For  &irer  may  ther  no  man  see. 
TVho-so  mighte  have[n]  oon  of  alle, 
It  oughte  him  been  ftd  leef  withalle. 
Mighte  I  [a]  geriond  of  iiem  geten, 
For  no  riohesse  I  wolde  it  leten.  1690 

TheKnoppe. 
Among  TKM  uroFPBS  I  ohees  oon 
So  £Gbir,  that  of  the  remenaunt  noon 
Ne  preyse  I  half  so  wel  as  it. 
Whan  I  avjrse  it  in  my  wit. 
For  it  so  wel  was  enlumyned  1695 

With  colour  reed,  as  wel  [y>fyned 
As  nature  couthe  it  make  fiure. 
And  it  fhad  leves  wel  foure  paire. 
That  Kinde  had  set  throu^  his  knowing 
About  the  rede  frose  springing.         1700 
The  stalke  was  as  risshe  right. 
And  theron  stood  the  knoppe  upright, 
That  it  ne  bowed  upon  no  ^yde. 
The  swote  smelle  sprong  so  wyde 
That  it  dide  al  the  place  aboute—      1705 


VBAOMUNT  B. 


[Line  1705  it  ineompUt$f  a$  fhe  $eiaenee  ha$  no  verb,    Bere  the  genmtne  portion  ende. 
Line  1706  givee  afcXee  Hin«,  and  ie  by  another  hand,] 


Whan  I  had  smelled  the  savour  swote, 
No  wille  hadde  I  fto  thens  yit  go. 
But  somdel  neer  it  wente  I  tho 
To  take  it ;  but  myn  bond,  for  drede, 
Ne  dorste  I  to  the  rose  bede,  17x0 

For  thistels  sharpe,  of  many  maneres, 
Netles,  thomes,  and  hoked  breres ; 


fFul  muche  they  distourbled  me, 
For  sore  I  dradde  to  hacmed  be. 

The  Qod  of  Love,  with  bowe  bent,  1715 
That  al  day  set  hadde  his  talent 
To  pursuen  and  to  spyen  me, 
Was  stonding  l^  a  fige-tree. 
And  whan  he  sawe  how  that  I 
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Had  ohoMn  to  ententifly  17J0 

The  fbotoan,  more  onto  my  pay 
Than  any  other  thai  I  My, 
He  took  an  arowe  tol  sharply  whet, 
And  in  his  bowe  whan  it  was  set, 
He  streight  up  to  his  ere  dron^         1735 
The  stronge  bowe,  that  was  so  tough, 
And  shot  at  me  so  wonder  smerte, 
That  through  myn  ey*  nnto  myn  herte 
The  takel  smoot,  and  depe  it  wente. 
And  ther>with-«d  sooh  oold  me  hente. 
That,  under  clothes  warme  and  softe,  1731 
fSith  that  day  I  have  eherered  ofte. 

Whan  I  was  hurt  thns  in  [that]  stoimde, 
I  fel  donn  plat  nnto  the  gzonnde. 
Mjn.  herte  fiuled  and  feynted  ay,        1735 
And  long  tyme  [ther]  a-swone  I  lay. 
Bat  whan  I  oom  out  of  swoning, 
And  hadde  wit,  and  my  feling, 
I  was  al  maai,  and  wende  tol  wel 
Of  blood  have  losen  a  fill  grst  del.      1740 
Bat  cartes,  the  arowe  that  in  me  stood 
Of  me  ne  drew  no  drope  of  blood, 
Por-why  I  found  my  woonde  al  dr^ya. 
Than  took  I  with  myn  hondis  tweye 
Thearowe^  and  fUL  £Mt  oat  it  plight,  1745 
And  in  the  polling  sore  I  dght. 
80  at  the  last  the  shaft  of  tree 
I  droogh  oat,  with  the  fethers  three. 
Bat  yet  the  hoked  heed,  y-wis, 
The  whiche  Beaatee  callid  is,  1790 

Gan  so  depe  in  myn  herte  passe, 
That  I  it  mights  nooght  araoe ; 
Bat  in  myn  herte  stills  it  stood, 
Al  Uedde  I  not  a  drope  of  blood. 
I  was  bothe  angaisMos  and  troaUe    1755 
For  the  peril  that  I  saw  doable ; 
I  niste  what  to  s^ye  or  do, 
Ne  gete  a  leche  my  woundis  fto ; 
For  neithir  thorgh  gxas  ne  rote, 
Ne  hadde  I  help  of  hope  ne  bote.        1760 
Bat  to  the  botoan  ever-mo 
HCyn  herte  drew ;  for  al  my  wo, 
Ify  thooght  was  in  non  other  thing. 
For  hadde  it  been  in  my  keping, 
It  wolde  have  bronght  my  lyf  agayn.  176s 
For  fcerteinly,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  fight  only,  and  the  saYoar, 
Alegged  moohe  of  my  langoor. 

Than  gan  I  for  to  dzawe  me 
Toward  the  botoan  Ms  to  see ;  1770 


And  Loire  hadde  gete  him,  in  fa  throws^ 

Another  arowe  into  his  bowe. 

And  for  to  shete  gan  him  dresM ; 

Hie  arowis  name  was  Bimplssw. 

And  whan  that  Love  gan  ny|^  me  nere. 

He  drew  it  op,  withoaten  were,  1776 

And  shet  at  me  with  al  his  might. 

So  that  this  arowe  anon-right 

Thoaighoot  [myn]  eigh,  as  it  was  fonnde, 

Into  myn  herte  hath  maad  a  wonnde. 

Thanne  I  anoon  dide  al  my  orafbe      1781 

For  to  drawen  oat  the  shafte. 

And  ther-with-al  I  si^ied  eft. 

Bat  in  myn  herte  the  heed  was  left. 

Which  ay  enoresid  my  de^yre,  1785 

Unto  the  botoan  drawe  nere ; 

And  ever,  mo  that  me  was  wo. 

The  more  de^yr  hadde  I  to  go 

Unto  the  roser,  where  that  grew 

The  fresdie  botoan  so  bri^t  of  hews.  1790 

Betir  me  were  have  leten  be ; 

Bat  it  bihoved  nodes  me 

To  don  right  as  myn  herte  bad. 

For  ever  the  body  most  be  lad 

Aftir  the  herte ;  in  wele  and  wo,        1795 

Of  force  togidre  they  mast  go. 

Bat  never  this  archer  wolde  fyne 

To  shete  at  me  with  all  his  pyne. 

And  for  to  make  me  to  him  mete. 

The  thridde  arowe  he  gan  to  shete  1800 
Whan  best  his  tyme  he  mighte  espye. 
The  which  was  named  Cartesye ; 
Into  myn  herte  it  dide  avale. 
A-swone  I  fel,  bothe  deed  and  pale ; 
Long  tyme  I  lay,  and  stired  nooght,  1805 
Til  I  absaid  oot  of  my  thooght. 
And  £Mte  than  I  avysed  me 
To  drawe[n]  oat  the  shafte  of  tree ; 
Bat  ever  the  heed  was  left  bihinde 
For  ooght  I  coothe  polle  or  winde,    1810 
So  sore  it  stikid  whan  I  was  hit. 
That  by  no  craft  I  mi^t  it  flit ; 
Bat  angaissoos  and  fal  of  thoa^t, 
I  ffelte  sooh  wo,  my  woonde  ay  wrooght. 
That  somoned  me  alway  to  go  1815 

Toward  the  rose,  that  pleased  me  so ; 
Bat  I  ne  dorste  in  no  manere, 
Bioaose  the  archer  was  so  nere. 
For  evermore  gladly,  as  I  rede. 
Brent  child  of  ^  hath  moohe  drede.  i8ac> 
And,  oertis  yit,  for  al  my  peyne, 
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Thaagh  that  I  sigh  yit  arwis  reyne, 

And  gronnde  qnarals  sharpe  of  stele, 

Ne  for  no  pc^yne  that  I  might  fele, 

Yit  might  I  not  my-silf  with-holde     1825 

The  fiEuze  roser  to  biholde ; 

For  Love  me  yaf  sioh  hardement 

For  to  falfiUe  his  oommanndement. 

Upon  my  feet  I  roos  np  than 

Feble,  as  a  forwoondid  man ;  1830 

And  forth  to  gon  [my]  might  I  sette, 

And  for  the  arbher  nolde  I  lette. 

Toward  the  roser  &st  I  drow ; 

But  thomes  sharps  mo  than  y-now 

Ther  "were,  and  also  thistels  thikke,    1835 

And  breres,  brimme  for  to  prihke, 

That  I  ne  mighte  gete  grace 

The  rowe  thomes  for  to  passe, 

To  sene  the  roses  fresshe  of  hewe, 

I  must  abide,  though  it  me  rewe,        1840 

The  hegge  abonte  so  thikke  was, 

That  closid  the  roses  in  compaSt 

Bat  o  thing  lyked  me  right  wele ; 
I  was  so  nygh,  I  mighte  feie 
Of  the  botoun  the  swote  odoor,  1845 

And  also  see  the  finesshe  colour ; 
And  that  right  gretly  lyked  me, 
That  I  so  neer  fit  mighte  see. 
Sioh  joye  aaoon  therof  hadde  I, 
That  I  forgat  my  malady.  1850 

To  sene  fit  hadde  I  sioh  delyt, 
Of  sorwe  and  angre  I  was  al  quit, 
And  of  my  wonndes  that  I  had  fthar ; 
For  northing  lyken  me  might  fmar 
Than  dwellen  by  the  roser  ay,  1855 

And  thennes  never  to  passe  away. 

But  whan  a  whyle  I  had  be  tluur, 
The  Ood  of  Love,  which  si  tcHihar 
Myn  herte  with  his  arwis  kene, 
fCaste  him  to  yeve  me  woondis  grene. 
He  shet  at  me  fVU  hastily  1861 

An  arwe  named  Company, 
The  whiohe  tskel  is  fdl  able 
To  make  these  ladies  meroisble. 
Than  I  anoon  gan  ohaongen  hewe     1865 
For  grevaonce  of  my  woonde  newe. 
That  I  agayn  fel  in  swoning. 
And  sighed  sore  in  oompleynlng. 
Sore  I  complsyned  that  my  sore 
On  me  gan  greven  more  and  more.     1870 
I  had  non  hope  of  allegeaonce  ; 
So  nigh  I  drow  to  desperaonce, 


I  rong^t  of  dethe  ne  of  lyf; 

Whither  that  love  wolde  me  dry£ 

If  me  a  martir  wolde  he  make,  1875 

I  might  his  power  nought  focsake. 

And  whyl  for  anger  thus  I  wook, 

The  Gk>d  of  Love  an  arowe  took  ; 

Fol  sharp  it  was  and  [fnl]  pngnannt, 

And  it  was  oallid  Fair-Semblaont,      1880 

The  which  in  no  wys  wol  consente, 

That  any  lover  him  repente 

To  serve  his  love  with  herte  and  alle. 

For  any  peril  that  may  bifsUob 

Bat  though  this  arwe  was  kene  gronnde 

As  any  rasoor  that  is  foonde,  1886 

To  catte  and  kerve,  at  the  poynt, 

The  Gk>d  of  Love  it  hadde  anoynt 

With  a  precions  c^ynement, 

Somdel  to  yeve  aleggement  1890 

Upon  the  wonndes  that  he  had 

Through  the  body  in  my  herte  maad. 

To  helpe  hir  sores,  and  to  cure, 

And  that  thsy  may  the  bet  endure. 

But  yit  this  arwe,  withoute  more,       1895 

Made  in  myn  herte  a  large  sore, 

That  in  Ail  gret  peyne  I  abood. 

But  ay  the  oynement  wente  abrood ; 

Throughout  my  woundes  large  and  wyde 

It  spredde  aboute  in  every  syde ;        1900 

Through  whos  vertu  and  whos  might 

Myn  herte  j<^yftil  was  and  light. 

I  had  been  deed  and  sl^o-shent 

But  for  the  precious  oynement. 

The  shaft  I  drow  out  of  the  arwe,       1905 

T^lf^"g  for  wo  right  wondir  narwe ; 

But  the  heed  which  made  me  smerte, 

Lefts  bihinde  in  myn  herte 

With  other  foure,  I  dar  well  say, 

That  never  wol  be  take  away ;  1910 

But  the  oynement  halp  me  wele. 

And  yit  sioh  sorwe  dlde  I  fele 

fOf  my  woundes  firesshe  and  newe, 

That  iJ-dsy  I  chaunged  h^we,' 

As  men  might  see  in  my  visage.  1915 

The  arwis  were  so  fUle  of  rage, 

So  variaunt  of  diversitee, 

That  men  in  everich  mighte  see 

Both  gret  anoy  and  eek  swetnesse. 

And  joye  meynt  with  bittimesse,       1990 

Now  were  they  esy,  now  where  they  wood, 

In  hem  I  felte  both  harm  and  good ; 

Now  sore  without  aleggement, 
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Now  ftoftening  with  oynement ; 

It  softned  here,  and  fprikked  thert,  1925 

ThoB  ese  and  anger  togider  were. 

The  Qod  <xt  Love  deUverlj 
Com  lepand  to  me  hastily, 
And  seide  to  me,  in  gret  rape, 

*  Yeld  thee,  for  thou  may  not  etoape !  1930 
ICay  no  defence  araile  thee  here ; 
Therfore  I  rede  mak  no  danngere. 

If  thou  wolt  yelde  thee  hastily. 

Thou  shalt  [the]  rather  have  meroy. 

He  is  a  fool  in  sikemesse,  1955 

That  with  dannger  or  stontnesM 

BebelliUi  ther  that  he  ihnlde  pleso ; 

In  snoh  f<^ye  is  litel  ese. 

Be  meek,  wher  thon  must  nedis  howe ; 

To  stryve  ageyn  is  nought  thy  prowe. 

Come  at  ones,  and  have  y-do,  1941 

Forlwolthatitbeso. 

Than  yeld  thee  here  dehonairly.' 

And  I  answerid  toX  hnmhly, 

*  Gladly,  sir  ;  at  yonx  bidding,  1945 
I  wol  me  yelde  in  alle  thing. 

To  yonr  servyse  I  wol  me  take ; 

For  god  defende  that  I  shnlde  make 

Ag^yn  yonr  bidding  resistenoe  ; 

I  wol  not  doon  so  gret  oil^noe ;  1950 

For  if  I  dide,  it  were  no  skile. 

Te  mi^  do  with  me  what  ye  wile, 

Sare  or  spille,  and  also  sloe ; 

Fro  yon  in  no  wyse  may  I  go. 

My  lyf,  my  deth,  is  in  yonr  honde,      1955 

I  may  not  laste  oat  cft  yonr  bonde. 

Fleyn  at  yonr  list  I  yelde  me. 

Hoping  in  herte,  that  snmtyme  ye 

Comfort  and  ese  shnlle  me  sende ; 

Or  ^lis  shortly,  this  is  the  ende,        i960 

Withonten  helthe  I  moot  ay  dure, 

Bnt-if  ye  take  me  to  yonr  cnre. 

Comfort  or  helthe  how  shnld  I  hare, 

Sith  ye  me  hnrte,  bat  ye  me  save  ? 

The  helthe  €ft  f  lovers  moot  be  fonnde 

Wher-as  they  token  firsts  hir  woonde. 

And  if  ye  list  of  me  to  make  t^j 

Tour  prisoner,  I  wol  it  take 

Of  herte  and  wil,  folly  at  gree. 

HooUy  and  pleyn  I  yelde  me,  1970 

Withoate  f eyning  or  feyntyse. 

To  be  governed  by  your  empryse. 

Of  yoa  I  here  so  mneh  prys, 

I  wol  ben  hool  at  your  devys 


For  to  ftUfiUe  yonr  lyking  1979 

And  repents  for  no4hing. 

Hoping  to  have  yit  in  som  tyde 

Meroy,  cft  that  [that]  I  abyde.' 

And  with  that  oovenannt  yeld  I  me, 

Anoon  doon  kneling  npon  my  knee,  1980 

Prolbring  for  to  kisse  his  feet ; 

But  for  no-thing  he  wolde  me  lete. 

And  seide,  *  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preyss. 

Sen  that  thyn  answer  doth  aae  ese, 

For  thoa  answerid  so  oorteisly.  1985 

For  now  I  wot  wel  nttirly. 

That  thon  art  gentil,  by  thy  speohe. 

For  thoagh  a  man  fer  wolde  seohe, 

He  shnlde  not  findan,  in  oertsyn, 

Kosiohanswerof  no  vileyn;  1990 

For  sioh  a  word  ne  mi^te  nooght 

Isse  oat  of  a  vilayns  thought. 

Thon  shalt  not  lessn  of  thy  speche, 

Fbr  [to]  thy  helping  wol  I  eohe. 

And  eek  enoresen  that  I  msy.  1995 

Bat  first  I  wol  that  thou  obay 

Fally,  for  thyn  avanntage. 

Anon  to  do  me  here  homage. 

And  sithe[n]  kisse  thon  shalt  my  month, 

Which  to  no  vilayn  was  never  coath  aouu 

For  to  i^roohe  it,  ne  for  to  toQche ; 

For  sanf  fto  oherlis  I  ne  vooohe 

That  they  shnlle  never  neigh  it  nere. 

For  oart«ys,  and  of  &ir  manere, 

Wel  tani^t,  and  fUL  of  gentilnesse     aoos 

He  moste  ben,  that  shal  me  kisse, 

And  also  of  ftd  high  fiwonohyse, 

That  shal  attsyne  to  that  empryse. 

*  And  first  of  o  thing  warns  I  thee. 
That  peyne  and  gret  adversitee  aoio 

He  mot  endnre,  and  eek  travaile. 
That  shal  me  serve,  withoate  faile. 
Bat  ther-agoyns,  thee  to  oogtnf orte, 
And  with  thy  servise  to  desporte, 
Thon  mayst  ftil  glad  and  joyftil  be     1015 
So  good  a  maister  to  have  as  me. 
And  lord  of  so  high  renonn. 
I  here  of  Love  the  gonfiuioan. 
Of  Carte^ye  the  banere ; 
For  I  am  of  the  silf  manere,  sojo 

Oentil,  cnrteys,  meek  and  free ; 
That  who  [so]  ever  ententif  be 
Me  to  honoare,  doate,  and  serve. 
And  also  that  he  him  observe 
Fro  trespas  and  fro  vilanye,  2035 
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And  him  goveme  in  cnrteeye 

With  ml  and  with  entenoioxm ; 

For  whan  he  first  in  my  prisonn 

Is  caught,  than  mnste  he  uttirly, 

Pro  thennes-forth  ful  bisily,  apjo 

Caste  him  gentil  for  to  be, 

If  he  de^yre  helpe  of  me.' 

Anoon  withouten  more  delay, 
Withouten  dannger  or  affimy, 
I  bicom  his  man  anoon,  2035 

And  gave  him  thankes  many  a  oon. 
And  kneled  doan  with  hondis  joynt. 
And  made  it  in  my  port  ftil  fqnoynt ; 
The  joye  wente  to  myn  herte  rote. 
Whan  I  had  kissed  his  month  so  swote, 
I  had  sioh  mirthe  and  sich  lyking,     2041 
It  cored  me  of  langoisshing: 
He  askid  of  me  than  hostages  : — 
*I  have,'  he  seide,  *  ftan  fele  homages 
Of  oon  and  other,  where  I  have  been  2045 
•{•Disceyved  ofte,  withonten  wene. 
These  feloons,  Aille  of  flalsitee. 
Have  many  sythes  bigyled  me. 
And  through  falshede  hir  lust  aoheved, 
Wherof  I  repente  and  am  agreved.     2050 
And  I  hem  gete  in  my  danngere, 
Hir  falshed  shnlle  th^  bye  fdl  dere. 
Bat  for  I  love  thee,  I  seye  thee  pleyn, 
I  wol  of  thee  be  more  certeyn  ; 
For  thee  so  sore  I  wol  now  binde,      9055 
That  thou  away  ne  shalt  not  winde 
For  to  denyen  the  oovenannt. 
Or  doon  that  is  not  avenannt. 
That  thou  were  fals  it  were  greet  renthe, 
Sith  thou  semest  so  fdl  of  treuthe.'    ao6o 

'  Sire,  if  thee  list  to  undirstande, 
I  merveile  thoe  asking  this  demande. 
For-why  or  wherfbre  shulde  ye 
Ostages  or  borwis  aske  of  me, 
Or  any  other  sikimesse,  0065 

Sith  ye  wote,  in  soth&stnesse, 
That  ye  have  me  fsurpiysed  so, 
And  hool  myn  herte  ftan  me  £ro, 
That  it  wol  do  for  me  no-thing 
But-if  it  be  at  your  bidding?  2070 

Kyn  herte  is  yours,  and  myn  right  non^t, 
As  it  bihoveth,  in  dede  and  thought, 
Bedy  in  alle  to  worohe  your  wille. 
Whether  so  [it]  tume  to  good  or  ille. 
So  sore  it  lustith  you  to  plese,  0075 

No  man  therof  may  you  fdisseise. 


Ye  have  theron  set  sioh  justise, 

That  it  is  werreyd  in  many  wise. 

And  if  ye  doute  it  nolde  obes^ 

Ye  may  therof  do  make  a  keye,  so8o 

And  holde  it  with  you  for  ostage.' 

*  Now  oertis,  this  is  noon  outrage,* 
Quoth  Love,  *  and  Mly  I  accord ; 
For  of  the  body  he  is  ful  lord 

That  hath  the  herte  in  his  tresor ;      .085 
Outrage  it  were  to  asken  more.' 

Than  of  his  aumener  he  drough 
A  litel  keye,  fetys  y-nough. 
Which  was  of  gold  polisshed  dere. 
And  seide  to  me,  *  With  this  keye  here 
Thyn  herte  to  me  now  wol  I  shette ;  2091 
For  al  my  jowellis  loke  and  knette 
I  binde  under  this  litel  keye, 
That  no  wight  may  cazye  aweye ; 
Thisk^yeisftdofgretpoestew'  2095 

With  which  anoon  he  touchid  me 
Undir  the  syde  ful  softely, 
That  he  myn  herte  sodeynly 
Without  [al]  anoy  had  spered. 
That  3^t  right  nought  it  hath  me  4ored. 
Whan  he  had  doon  his  wil  al-out,      2101 
And  I  had  put  him  out  of  dout, 

*  Sire,'  I  seide,  *  I  have  right  gret  wille 
Your  lust  and  plesaunce  to  fulfille. 
Loke  ye  my  servise  take  at  gree,         2105 
By  thilke  feith  ye  owe  to  me. 

I  seye  nought  for  reoreaundyse. 
For  I  nought  doute  of  your  sorvyse. 
But  the  servaunt  traveileth  in  vayne, 
That  for  to  serven  dotii  his  payne       siio 
Unto  that  lord,  which  in  no  wyse 
Oan  him  no  thank  for  his  servyse.' 

Love  seide,  *  Dismaye  thee  nought, 
Sin  thou  for  suoour  hast  me  sought. 
In  thank  thy  servise  woll  take,  3115 

And  high  of  fgree  I  wol  thee  make, 
If  wikkidnesse  ne  hindra  thee ; 
But,  as  I  hope,  it  shal  nought  be. 
To  worship  no  wight  by  aventure 
Kay  come,  but-if  he  peyne  endure.     2120 
Abyde  and  sufiEre  thy  distresse ; 
That  hurtith  now,  it  shal  be  lesse  j 
I  wot  my-silf  what  may  thee  save, 
What  medioyne  thou  woldist  have. 
Andif  thy  trouthetomethoukepe,  3135 
I  shal  unto  thyn  helping  eke, 
To  cure  thy  wonndei  andmake  hem  dene, 
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Wher-M  thfli7  be  old«  or  gmsM ; 

Thoa  ahalt  be  holpen,  at  woidis  fewe. 

For  oert^ynly  thou  ihalt  irtl  shewe    aiio 

Wher  that  thoa  servest  with  good  wille, 

For  to  oompliMhen  and  ftiUlle 

Hy  oomanndemantiB,  di^  and  nif  ht, 

Whiohe  I  to  loven  yore  of  light.' 

*  Ah,  sire,  for  goddia  love,*  Mid  I,    S135 
*  Er  ye  peoBe  henii  ententifty 

Toar  oomanndementis  to  me  ye  My, 
And  I  ihal  kepe  hem,  if  I  may ; 
For  hem  to  kepen  ia  al  my  thought. 
And  if  so  be  I  wot  them  nought,       J140 
Than  may  I  [sinne]  unwitingly. 
Wherfore  I  pray  yon  enterety, 
With  al  myn  herte,  me  to  lere. 
That  I  treq[>eMO  in  no  manere.' 

The  god  of  love  than  ohargid  ma     S145 
Anoon,  as  ye  ihal  here  and  see. 
Word  by  word,  l^  right  empxyM, 
80  ae  the  "Rnmanoe  shal  devyw. 

The  maiater  lesith  his  tyme  to  lere, 
Whan  the  disciple  wol  not  here.         3150 
It  is  bat  veyn  on  him  to  swinke. 
That  on  his  leming  wol  not  thinke. 
Who-so  lust  love,  let  him  entende. 
For  now  the  Bomanoe  fginneth  amende. 
Kow  is  good  to  here,  in  fiiy,  S155 

If  any  be  that  can  it  say. 
And  poynte  it  as  the  resoon  is 
Set;  for  other-gate,  y-wis. 
It  shal  nought  wel  in  alle  thing 
Be  brought  to  good  ondirstonding ;   si6o 
For  a  reder  that  poyntith  ille 
A  good  sentence  may  ofte  spiUe. 
Hie  book  is  good  at  the  ending, 
Kaad  of  newe  and  lusty  thing ; 
For  who-so  wol  the  ending  here,         3165 
The  crafte  of  love  he  shal  now  lere, 
If  that  he  wol  so  long  al^e, 
Til  I  this  Bomanoe  may  unhyde, 
And  ^Ti<^A  the  signiflaunce 
Of  this  dreme  into  Bomaunoe.  2170 

The  sothfiastneMe,  that  now  is  hid, 
Without  coverture  shal  be  kid. 
Whan  X  undon  have  this  dreming, 
Wherin  no  word  is  of  losing. 

*  Yilany,  at  the  beginning,  2175 
I  wol,'  fMyd  Love,  *  over  alle  thing, 
Thou  leve,  if  thou  wolt  [not]  be 

Fals,  and  treepowo  ageynes  me. 


I  ourM  and  Uame  generally 

Alle  hem  that  loven  vilany ;  silo 

For  vilany  makith  vilayn, 

And  by  his  dedis  a  cherle  is  seyn. 

Thise  vilayns  am  without  pitee, 

Frendshipe,  love,  and  al  bounte. 

I  nil  receyve  fto  my  servyse  atSs 

Hem  that  ben  vilayns  of  empryse. 

*  But  undirstonde  in  thyn  entent, 
That  this  is  not  myn  entendement. 
To  depe  no  wight  in  no  ages 
Only  gentil  for  his  linages.  1190 

But  who-so  [that]  is  vertuous, 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous, 
Whan  sioh  oon  thou  seeet  thee  bifom, 
Though  he  be  not  gentil  bom. 
Thou  mayst  wel  aeyn^  this  is  fa  soth,  2195 
That  he  is  gentil,  bioause  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentilman ;, 
Of  hem  non  other  dome  I  can. 
For  oerteynly,  withouten  drede, 
A  cherle  is  demed  by  his  dede,  sjoo 

Of  bye  or  lowe,  as  ye  may  see, 
Or  <^what  kinrede  that  he  be. 
Ke  say  nought,  for  noon  yvel  wille, 
Thing  that  is  to  holden  stille ; 
It  is  no  worship  to  misseye.  1905 

Thou  mayst  ensample  take  of  Keye, 
That  was  somtyme,  for  misseying. 
Hated  bothe  of  olde  and  ying ; 
As  fer  as  Gaweyn,  the  worthy, 
Was  preysed  for  his  curtesy,  aaio 

Keye  was  hated,  for  he  was  fel, 
Of  word  dispitous  and  crueL 
Wherfore  be  wyae  and  aqueyntable, 
GkM)dly  of  word,  and  resonable 
Bothe  to  lease  and  eek  to  mar.  aai5 

And  whan  thou  oomest  ther  men  ar, 
Loke  that  thou  have  in  custom  ay 
First  to  salue  hem,  if  thou  may : 
And  if  it  ialle,  that  of  hem  som 
Solue  thee  first,  be  not  dom,  aaao 

But  quyte  him  curteisly  anoon 
Without  abiding,  er  they  goon. 

'  For  no-thing  eek  thy  tunge  applye 
To  speke  wordis  of  ribaudye. 
To  vilayn  speche  in  no  degree  sms 

Lat  never  thy  lippe  unbounden  be. 
For  I  nought  holde  him,  in  good  feith, 
Curteys,  that  foule  wordis  aeitk. 
And  alle  wimmen  serve  and  preyse. 
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And  to  thy  power  hir  honour  reyse.   9230 
And  if  that  any  missayere 
Diflpyse  winimen,  that  thou  mayst  here, 
Blame  "him^  and  bidde  him  holde  him  stille. 
And  set  thy  might  and  al  thy  wille 
Wimmen  and  ladies  for  to  plese,        22$$ 
And  to  do  thing  that  may  hem  ese, 
That  they  ever  speke  good  of  thee, 
For  BO  thou  mayst  best  preysed  be. 

*  Loke  fro  pryde  thou  kepe  thee  wele ; 
For  thou  mayst  bothe  peroeyve  and  fele, 
That  piyde  is  bothe  foly  and  sinne  ;   2241 
And  he  that  piyde  hath,  him  withinne, 
Ne  may  his  herte,  in  no  -wyse, 
Heken  ne  sonplen  to  servyse. 
For  piyde  is  fonnde,  in  every  part,     2245 
Contrarie  xmto  Loves  art. 
And  he  that  loveth  trewely 
Sholde  him  contene  jolily, 
Withouten  pryde  in  sondry  wyse. 
And  him  disgysen  in  qneyntyse.         2250 
For  queynt  array,  withouten  dredo. 
Is  no-thing  proud,  who  takith  hede ; 
For  fresh  array,  as  men  may  see, 
Withouten  pxyde  may  ofte  be. 

*Mayntenethy-siIfaflir  thy  rent,   2255 
Of  robe  and  eek  of  gamement ; 
For  many  oythe  fair  clothing 
A  man  amendith  in  mich  thing. 
And  loke  alwey  that  they  be  shape. 
What  gamement  that  thou  shalt  make, 
Of  him  that  can  [hem]  beste  do,  2261 

With  al  that  pert^yneth  therto. 
Poyntis  and  sieves  be  wel  sittand. 
Bight  and  streight  fni)on  the  hand. 
Of  shoon  and  botes,  newe  and  faire,    2265 
Loke  at  the  leest  thou  have  a  paire ; 
And  that  they  sitte  so  fetisly. 
That  these  rude  may  uttirly 
Kerveyle,  sith  that  they  aitte  so  pleyn, 
How  tiiey  come  on  or  of  ageyn.  2270 

Were  streite  gloves,  with  faumenere 
Of  silk ;  and  alwey  with  good  ohere 
Thou  yeve,  if  thou  have  lichesse  ; 
And  if  thou  have  nought,  spend  the  lease. 
Alwey  be  merry,  if  thou  may,  2275 

But  waste  not  thy  good  alway. 
Have  hat  of  floures  fresh  as  May, 
Chapelet  of  roses  of  Whitsonday ; 
For  sich  array  ne  +ooet  but  lyte. 
Thyn  hondis  wash,  thy  teeth  makewhyte. 


And  let  no  iilthe  upon  thee  be.  2281 

Thy  nailes  blak  if  thou  mayst  see, 

Yoide  it  awey  deliverly. 

And  kembe  thyn  heed  right  jolily. 

f  Fard  not  thy  visage  in  no  wyse,        2285 

For  that  of  love  is  not  th'empryse ; 

For  love  doth  haten,  as  I  finde, 

A  beaute  that  oometh  not  of  kinde. 

Alwey  in  herte  I  rede  thee 

Glad  and  mery  for  to  be,    .  2290 

And  be  as  joyM  as  thou  can  ; 

Lofve  hath  no  joye  of  sorowful  man. 

That  yvel  is  frd  of  cnrtesye 

That  flauhwith  in  his  maladye ; 

For  ever  of  love  the  sikneese  2295 

Is  meynd  with  swete  and  bittemesse. 

The  sore  of  love  is  merveilous ; 

For  now  the  lover  [is]  joyous. 

Now  can  he  pleyne,  now  can  he  grono, 

Now  can  he  singen,  now  maken  mone. 

To-day  he  pleyneth  for  hevinesse,       2301 

To-morowe  he  fpleyeth  for  jolynesse. 

The  lyf  of  love  is  frd  contrarie. 

Which  stoundemele  can  ofte  varie. 

But  if  thou  canst  [som]  mirthis  make,  2305 

That  men  in  gree  wole  gladly  take, 

Do  it  goodly,  I  oomaunde  thee ; 

For  men  sholde,  wher-so-ever  they  be, 

Do  thing  that  hem  [best]  sitting  is. 

For  therof  oometh  good  loos  and  pris.  2310 

Wher-of  that  thou  be  vertuous, 

Ke  be  not  straunge  ne  daungerous. 

For  If  that  thou  good  rider  be, 

Prike  gladly,  that  men  may  se. 

In  armes  also  if  thou  oonne,  2315 

Pursue,  til  thou  a  name  hast  wonne. 

And  if  thy  voice  be  fetir  and  clere. 

Thou  shalt  maken  no  gret  daungere 

Whan  to  singe  they  goodly  preye ; 

It  is  thy  worship  tor  to  obeye.  2320 

Also  to  you  it  longith  ay 

To  harpe  and  giteme,  dannoe  and  play ; 

For  if  he  can  wel  foote  and  dannce, 

It  may  him  greetly  do  avaunoe. 

Among  eek,  for  thy  lady  sake,  2325 

Songes  and  complayntes  that  thou  make ; 

For  that  wol  fmeve  [hem]  in  hir  herte. 

Whan  they  reden  of  thy  smerte. 

Loke  that  no  man  for  scarce  thee  holde, 

For  that  may  greve  thee  many-folde.  2330 

Besoun  wol  that  a  lover  bo 
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In  his  yifbes  more  large  and  free 
Than  oherles  that  been  not  of  loring, 
For  who  ther-of  can  any  thini^, 
Heshalbeleef  ayfortoyeve,  1335 

In  f  Loves  lore  who  so  wolde  leve ; 
For  he  that,  throof^  a  sodeyn  si^^t, 
Or  for  a  kissing,  anon-right 
Yaf  hool  his  herte  in  wille  and  thought, 
And  to  him-silf  kepith  right  nought,  9340 
Aftir  fswioh  yift,  is  good  resonn, 
He  yeve  his  good  in  abandoon. 

'  Now  wol  I  shortly  here  reheroe, 
Of  that  [that]  I  have  seid  in  Terse, 
Al  the  sentence  hy  and  by,  9^4$ 

In  wordis  fiswe  compendiously. 
That  thou  the  bet  mayst  on  hem  thlnke, 
Whether«o  it  be  thoa  wake  or  winke ; 
F^  [that]  the  wordis  litel  greve 
A  man  to  kepe,  whanne  it  is  breve.    2390 

'TVho-so  with  Love  wol  goon  or  ryde 
He  mot  be  cort^ys,  and  void  of  pxyde, 
ICexy  and  ftille  of  j<dite. 
And  of  largesse  alosed  be. 

'  first  I  joyne  thee,  here  in  penannoe, 
That  ever,  withoate  repentannoe,       S356 
Thoa  set  thy  thongfat  in  thy  loving. 
To  laste  withoate  repenting ; 
And  thenke  npon  thy  mirthis  swete, 
That  shal  folowe  aftir  whan  ye  mete.a36o 

*  And  for  thoa  trewe  to  love  shalt  be, 
I  wol,  and  [e^]  oomannde  thoe, 
That  in  00  place  thoa  sette,  al  hool, 
Thyn  herte,  withoaten  halfen  dool. 
For  treeherie,  fin  sikemesse ;  as6$ 

For  I  lovede  never  doablenesse. 
To  many  his  herte  that  wol  depart, 
Bveriche  shal  have  bnt  litel  part. 
Bat  of  him  drede  I  me  right  nought. 
That  in  00  place  settith  his  thooght.  2370 
nieifore  in  00  place  it  sette, 
And  let  it  never  thennes  flette. 
For  if  thoa  yeveet  it  in  lening, 
I  holde  it  bat  a  wreoohld  thing : 
nierfbre  yeve  it  hool  and  q[ayte,         4375 
And  thoa  thalt  have  the  more  merite. 
If  it  be  lent,  than  aftir  soon. 
The  boontee  and  the  thank  is  doon ; 
Bat,  in  love,  free  yeven  thing 
Beqoyrith  a  gret  gaerdonlng.  2380 

Yeve  it  in  yift  al  qait  fUly , 
And  make  thy  yift  debonairly; 


For  men  that  yift  [wol]  holde  more  dere 

That  jreven  is  with  gladsome  ohere. 

That  yift  nought  to  preisen  is  »z^ 

That  man  yeveth,  maagre  his. 

Whan  thoa  hast  yeven  thjm  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  thee  here  [al]  openly. 

Than  aventores  shalle  thee  iuie. 

Which  harde  and  hevy  been  withalle.  9390 

For  ofte  whan  tiioa  bithenkist  thee 

Of  thy  loving,  wher-so  thoa  be. 

Fro  folk  thoa  mast  depart  in  hy. 

That  noon  peroeyve  thy  malady, 

Bat  hyde  thyn  harm  thoa  most  alone,2395 

And  go  forth  sole,  and  make  thy  mono. 

Thoa  shalt  no  whyl  be  in  00  stat, 

Bat  whylom  cold  and  whylom  hat ; 

Now  reed  as  rose,  now  yelowe  and  fade. 

Sach  sorowe,  I  trowe,  thoa  never  hade  j 

Cotidien,  ne  [yit]  qaart^yne,  3401 

It  is  nat  so  ftil  of  peyne. 

For  ofte  tymes  it  shal  iklle 

In  love,  among  thy  peynes  alle. 

That  thoa  thy-self;  al  hooUy,  2405 

Foiyeten  shalt  so  otterly. 

That  many  tymes  thoa  shalt  be 

Stille  as  an  image  of  tree, 

Dom  as  a  stoon,  withoat  storing 

Of  foot  or  hond,  withoat  speking ;      1410 

Than,  sons  after  al  thy  peyne. 

To  memorie  shalt  thoa  come  ageyn, 

A[s]  man  abasihed  wondre  sore, 

And  after  sigfaen  more  and  more. 

For  wit  thoa  wel,  withoaten  wene,     2415 

In  swioh  astat  fol  oft  have  been 

That  have  the  yvel  of  love  aseayd, 

Wher-throagh  thoa  art  so  dismayd. 

'  Aft«r,  a  thoaght  shal  take  thee  so. 
That  thy  love  is  to  far  thee  fro  :         9420 
Thoa  shalt  say,  '*  Ood,  what  may  this  be. 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  see  f 
Myne  herte  aloon  is  to  her  go. 
And  I  al^e  al  sole  in  wo. 
Departed  fro  myn  owne  thoaght,        9425 
And  with  myne  eyen  see  right  noaght. 
Alas,  myn  eyen  feende  I  ne  may, 
ICy  oareftd  herte  to  convay ! 
ICyn  hertes  gyde  bat  they  be, 
I  praise  no-thing  what  ever  they  see.  3430 
Shal  they  abyde  thanne?  nay ; 
Bat  goon  fvisjta  withoat  delay 
That  myn  herte  de^yreth  so. 
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For  oezteynly,  bat-if  they  go, 
A  fool  my-self  I  maj  wel  holde,  3435 

Whan  I  ne  see  what  mjn  herte  wolde. 
Wherfore  I  wol  gon  her  to  seen, 
Or  esed  shal  I  never  been, 
Bat  I  have  som  tokening." 
Then  gost  thou  forth  without  dwelling ; 
But  ofte  thon  iaylest  of  thy  deeyre,    2441 
£r  thou  majyet  oome  hir  any  nere, 
And  wastest  in  vayn  thy  passage. 
Than  fallest  thoa  in  a  newe  rage ; 
For  wante  of  sight  thou  ginnest  mome, 
And  homward  pensif  dost  retome.     2446 
In  greet  misoheef  than  shalt  thon  be, 
For  than  agayn  shal  come  to  thee 
Sighes  and  pleyntes,  with  newe  wo, 
That  no  icching  prikketh  so.  3450 

Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  go  lere 
Of  hem  that  byen  love  so  dere. 

*  No-thing  thyn  herte  appesen  may, 
That  oft  thou  wolt  goon  and  assay. 
If  thoa  mayst  seen,  by  aventore,        2455 
Thy  lyres  joy,  thyn  hertis  care ; 
So  that,  by  grace  if  thou  might 
Atteyne  of  hir  to  have  a  sight, 
Than  shalt  thoa  doon  non  other  dede 
Bat  with  that  sight  thyn  eyen  fede.  0460 
That  fkire  fresh  whan  thoa  mayst  see, 
Thyn  herte  shal  so  ravisshed  be, 
That  never  thou  woldest,  thy  thankis,  lete, 
Ke  remove,  for  to  see  that  swete. 
G^ie  more  tiiou  seest  in  sothfistftnesso,  0465 
The  more  thoa  foovoytest  of  that  swet- 


The  more  thyn  herte  brenneth  in  fyr^ 

The  more  thyn  herte  is  in  de^yr. 

For  who  oonsidreth  evexy  del. 

It  may  be  lykned  wondir  wel,  2470 

The  peyne  of  love,  onto  a  fere ; 

For  ever  [the]  more  thoa  neighest  nere 

fThooght,  or  who-so  that  it  be, 

For  verray  sothe  I  telle  it  thee, 

The  hatteor  ever  shal  thoa  brenne,      3475 

As  experience  shal  thee  kenne. 

Wher-so  [thoa]  comest  in  any  cost. 

Who  is  next  fyr,  he  brenneth  most. 

And  yit  forsothe,  for'al  thyn  hete. 

Though  thou  for  love  swelte  and  swete, 

Ke  for  no-thing  thoa  felen  may,         2481 

Thou  shalt  not  willen  to  passe  away. 

And  though  thou  go,  yet  must  thee  nedo 


Thenke  al-day  on  hir  fiurhede, 
Whom  thou  bihelde  with  so  good  wille ; 
And  holde  thyself  bigyled  ille,  3486 

That  thou  ne  haddest  non  hardement 
To  shewe  hir  ought  of  thyn  entent. 
Thyn  herte  fal  sore  thou  wolt  dispyse, 
And  eek  reprove  of  oowardyse,  2490 

That  thou,  so  duUe  in  every  thing. 
Were  dom  for  drede,  without  speking. 
Thou  shalt  eek  thenke  thou  didest  foly. 
That  thou  wart  hir  so  fiiste  by. 
And  durst  not  auntre  thee  to  say       9495 
Som-thing,  er  thou  cam  away ; 
For  thou  haddist  no  more  wonne. 
To  speke  of  hir  whan  thou  bigonne : 
But  fyif  she  wdde,  for  thy  sake. 
In  armes  goodly  thee  have  take,         2900 
It  shulde  have  be  more  worth  to  thee 
Than  of  tresour  greet  plentee. 
*  Thus  shalt  thou  mome  and  eek  com* 
pl^yn. 
And  gete  enchesonn  to  goon  ageyn 
Unto  thy  walk,  or  to  thy  place,  2505 

Where  thou  biheld  hir  fleshly  fkoe. 
And  never,  for  fills  saqteccioun, 
Thou  woldest  finde  oooasioun 
For  to  gon  unto  hir  houo, 
So  art  thou  thanne  desirous  a5io 

A  sight  of  hir  for  to  have. 
If  thou  thine  honour  mightest  save. 
Or  any  erand  mightist  make 
Thider,  for  thy  loves  sake ; 
Fol  fayn  thou  woldist,  but  for  drede  2515 
Thou  gost  not,  lest  that  men  take  hede. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  in  thy  going. 
And  also  in  thyn  agoyn-ooming, 
Thon  be  wel  war  that  men  ne  wit ; 
Feyne  thee  other  cause  than  it  2520 

To  go  that  w^ye,  or  fiaste  by ; 
To  hele  wel  is  no  folye. 
And  if  80  be  it  happe  thee 
That  thoii  thy  love  ther  mayst  see. 
In  siker  wyse  thou  hir  salewe,  2525 

Wherwith  thy  colour  wol  transmewe. 
And  eke  thy  blood  shal  al  to-quake, 
Thy  hewe  eek  chaungen  for  hir  sake. 
But  w<«d  and  wit,  with  chore  ful  pale, 
Shul  wante  for  to  telle  thy  tale,  2530 

And  if  thou  mayst  so  fer-forth  winner 
That  thou  [thy]  resoun  durst  bigixme. 
And  woldist  seyn  three  thingis  or  mo, 
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Thtm  uhaXi  taX  loudj  myn  the  two. 
Though  thoa  hithenke  that  nerw  to  wel, 
Thou  Shalt  foiyete  yit  aomdel,  1536 

Bat-if  thoa  dale  with  treoheiya. 
For  &I1  lovers  mowe  al  folye 
Seyn,  what  hem  lost,  withonten  drede, 
They  he  so  doahle  in  hir  fidihede ;     1540 
For  they  in  herte  ennne  thenke  a  thing 
And  seyn  another,  in  hir  q;>eking. 
And  whan  thy  speche  is  endid  al, 
Right  thus  to  thee  it  shal  hiikl ; 
If  any  word  than  come  to  minde,       9545 
That  thoa  to  Sflje  hast  left  hihinde, 
Than  thoa  shalt  farenne  in  greet  marlgrr ; 
For  thoa  shalt  brenne  as  any  tyt. 
This  is  the  stiyf  and  eke  the  afibiy, 
And  the  batail  that  lastith  ay,  S590 

This  haigeyn  ends  may  never  take, 
Bat-if  that  she  thy  pees  wU  make. 

*  And  whan  the  night  is  oomen,  anon 
A  thousand  angres  shal  oome  upon. 
Tobeddeasikstthoawolttheedigfat,  9555 
Where  thoa  shalt  have  bat  smal  delyt ; 
For  whan  thoa  wenest  for  to  slepe, 
80  All  of  p^yne  shalt  thoa  or^M, 
Sterte  in  thy  hedde  ahoate  ftil  wyde, 
And  tome  foX  ofte  on  evexy  «yde ;      S560 
Now  downward  groflSa,  and  now  upright, 
And  walowe  in  wo  the  long*  night ; 
Thyne  aimis  shalt  thoa  sprede  afarede, 
As  man  in  werre  were  ff orwerrayd. 
Than  shal  thee  oome  a  xememfanmnoe 
Of  hir  shape  and  hir  semhUonoe       $$66 
Wherto  non  other  may  be  pare. 
And  wite  thoa  wel,  withoute  were, 
That  theeshal  fseme,  somtyme  that  night, 
That  thoa  hast  hir,  that  is  so  bright,  1570 
Naked  bitwene  thjn  armes  thara, 
Al  sothfastnesse  as  thoagh  it  ware. 
Thoa  shalt  make  castels  than  in  Spayna, 
And  drama  of  joya,  al  bat  in  vayna. 
And  thee  delyten  of  right  noo^t,      3575 
Whyl  thoa  so  slomrast  in  that  thooght, 
That  is  so  swete  and  delitabla, 
The  which,  in  soth,  nis  bat  a  fkUa, 
For  it  ne  shal  no  whyle  laste. 
Than  shalt  thoa  sighe  and  wepe  £Mte,  2580 
And  say/' Dere  god,  what  thing  is  this  ? 
Uy  dreme  is  tamed  al  amis, 
Whioh  was  ttaX  swete  and  apparent, 
Bat  now  I  wake,  it  is  al  shent 


Now  yede  this  meiy  thooght  away !    3585 

Twenty  tymas  upon  a  day 

I  wolde  this  thoo^t  wolde  oome  ageyn. 

For  it  allegg^th  wel  my  peyn. 

It  makith  me  fhl  of  j<^yftil  thoo^t. 

It  sleeth  me,  that  it  lastith  noght      2590 

A,  lord !  why  nil  ya  me  socoara, 

The  joye,  I  trowe,  that  I  langoare? 

The  d^  I  wolde  me  shalde  slo 

Whyl  I  lye  in  hir  armes  two. 

Hyn  harm  is  hard,  withoaten  wene^  S595 

My  greet  onese  tvl  ofte  I  mene. 

But  wolde  Lore  do  so  I  might 

Have  folly  joye  of  hir  so  bright. 

My  peyne  were  qait  ma  riohely. 

AUas,  to  greet  a  thing  aske  I !  «{ioo 

It  is  bat  foly,  and  wrong  wening. 

To  aske  so  oatrageoas  a  thing. 

And  who-so  askith  folily, 

He  moot  be  warned  hastily ; 

And  I  ne  wot  what  I  vomj  say,  16)5 

I  am  so  fer  oat  of  the  way ; 

For  I  wolde  have  fol  gret  lyking 

And  ftd  gret  joye  of  lasse  thing. 

For  wolde  she,  of  hir  gantilnesse, 

Withoaten  more,  me  onis  kesso,         a6io 

It  were  to  me  a  greet  gaerdonn, 

Belees  of  al  my  passioan. 

Bat  it  is  hard  to  oome  tharto ; 

Al  is  bat  foly  that  I  do. 

So  high  I  haya  myn  herte  set,  3615 

Where  I  vomj  no  comfort  gat. 

fl  noot  wher  I  S6y  wel  or  nought ; 

Bat  this  I  wot  wel  in  my  thought. 

That  it  ware  fbat  of  hir  aloon, 

For  to  stinte  my  wo  and  moon,  a6ao 

A  loke  on  fme  y-cast  goodly, 

fThan  for  to  have,  al  utterly, 

Of  another  al  hool  the  play. 

A !  lord  1  wher  I  shal  byde  the  day 

That  ever  she  shal  my  lady  be  ?  S635 

He  is  All  oared  that  may  hir  see. 

A I  god!  whan  shal  the  dawning  spring? 

To  fly  thus  is  an  angry  thing ; 

I  have  no  joye  thus  here  to  ly 

Whan  that  my  love  is  not  me  by,       a6yt 

A  man  to  lyan  hath  gret  diiese, 

Which  may  not  slape  ne  reste  in  eso 

I  wolde  it  dawed,  and  were  now  day, 

And  that  the  night  were  went  away ; 

For  ware  it  day,  I  wolde  upiyse.         a6$s 
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A I  slowe  Bonne,  shew  thyn  enpryse ! 
Si>eed  thee  to  sprede  thy  bemis  blight, 
And  ohaoe  the  derknesse  of  the  night, 
To  pntte  away  the  stoondes  stronge, 
Which  in  me  lasten  al  to  longe.'*       2640 

*  The  night  shalt  thoa  oontene  to, 
Withoute  rest,  in  peyne  and  wo ; 
If  ever  thou  knewe  of  love  distresse, 
Gdioa  shalt  mowe  leme  in  that  siknesse. 
And  thus  enduring  shalt  thon  I7,       2645 
And  xyse  on  morwe  np  erly 
Out  of  thy  hedde,  and  hameys  thee 
Er  ever  dawning  thou  mayst  see. 
Al  privily  than  shalt  thon  goon, 
What  fweder  it  be,  thy-silf  aloon,      2630 
Fbr  reyn,  or  hayl,  for  snow,  for  slete, 
Thider  she  dweUith  that  is  so  swete, 
The  which  may  ^nlle  aslepe  be, 
And  thenkith  bat  litel  upon.  thee. 
Than  shalt  then  goon,  fnlfonle  aftsrd ;  26$$ 
Loke  if  the  gate  be  nnsperd. 
And  waite  withoat  in  wo  and  peyn, 
Fal  jrvel  a-oolde  in  winde  and  r^yn. 
Than  shal  thon  go  the  dore  bifore. 
If  thou  maist  fynde  any  score,  9660 

Or  hole,  or  reft,  vdiat  ever  it  were ; 
Than  shalt  thon  stonpe^  and  lay  to  ere, 
If  they  within  a-slepe  be ; 
I  mene,  alle  save  thy  lady  free. 
Whom  waking  if  thon  mayst  aspye,   1665 
Go  put  thy-silf  in  jnpartye, 
To  aske  grace,  and  thee  bimene, 
That  she  may  wite,  withoaten  wene. 
That  thon  [ajnigfat  no  rest  hast  had, 
So  sore  for  hir  thoa  were  bistad.         2670 

7ommen  wel  on^t  pite  to  take 
Of  hem  that  sorwen  for  hir  sake. 
And  loke,  for  love  of  that  relyke. 
That  thou  thenke  non  other  lyke, 
For  fwhom  thon  hast  so  greet  annoy,  2Gj$ 
f  Shal  kisse  thee  er  thoa  go  away. 
And  hold  that  in  ftd  gret  deyntee. 
And,  for  that  no  man  shal  thee  see 
Bifore  the  hoas,  ne  in  the  way, 
Loke  thon  be  goon  ageyn  er  day.        2680 
Suche  coming,  and  sac^  going. 
Such  hevinesse,  and  sach  walking, 
Hakith  lovers,  withoaten  wene. 
Under  hir  clothes  pale  and  lene, 
For  Love  leveth  colour  ne  deemesse ;  2685 
Who  loveth  trewe  hath  no  fktneist. 


Thou  shalt  wel  by  thy-selfe  see 
That  thoa  must  nedis  assayed  be. 
For  men  that  shape  hem  other  wqy 
Fftlsly  her  ladies  to  Htray,  ^690 

It  is  no  wonder  though  they  be  £ftt ; 
With  fiEdse  othes  hir  loves  they  gat ; 
For  oft  I  see  suche  losengeours 
Fatter  than  abbatis  or  priours. 

*  Yet  with  o  thing  I  thee  charge,     9695 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  be  large 
Unto  the  mayd  that  hir  doth  serve, 

So  best  hir  thank  thou  shalt  deserve. 
Yeve  hir  yiftes,  and  get  hir  grace, 
For  so  thou  may  [hir]  thank  purbhac6,970O 
That  she  thee  worthy  holde  and  free. 
Thy  lady,  and  alle  that  may  thee  seek 
Also  hir  servauntes  worshipe  ay. 
And  plese  as  muohe  as  thou  may ; 
Ghret  good  through  hem  may  come  to  thee, 
Bicause  with  hir  they  been  prive.       2706 
They  shal  hir  telle  how  they  thee  fiind 
Onrteis  and  wys,  and  wel  doand, 
And  she  shal  preyse  [thee]  wel  the  fmare. 
Loke  out  of  londe  thou  be  not  -f^are ;  2710 
And  if  such  cause  thon  have,  that  thee 
Bihoveth  fgou'out  of  contree, 
Leve  hool  thyn  herte  in  hostage. 
Til  thou  agoyn  make  thy  passage. 
Thenk  long  to  see  the  swete  thing      9715 
That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping. 

*  Now  have  I  told  thee,  in  what  wyn 
A  lover  shal  do  nke  servyse. 

Do  it  than,  if  thoa  wolt  have 

The  mede  that  thou  aftir  crave.'         2720 

Whan  Love  al  this  had  boden  me, 
I  seide  him : — '  Sire,  how  may  it  be 
That  lovers  may  in  such  manere 
Endure  the  p^yne  ye  have  seid  here  P 
I  merv^le  me  wondor  fute,  2725 

How  any  man  may  live  or  laste 
In  such  peyne,  and  such  brenning, 
In  sorwe  and  thought,  and  such  sighing, 
Ay  unrelesed  wo  to  make. 
Whether  so  it  be  they  slepe  or  wake.  2730 
In  such  annoy  continuely, 
As  helpe  me  god,  this  merveile  I, 
How  man,  but  he  were  maad  of  stele, 
Might  live  a  month,  such  peynes  to  fele.* 

The  God  of  Love  than  seide  me,       2735 
*  Freend,  by  the  feith  I  owe  to  thee. 
May  no  man  have  good,  but  he  it  by. 
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A  man  loreih  more  tendixlj 

The  thin^  that  he  hath  bought  most  dere. 

Eor  wite  thoa  wel,  withoaten  were,    4746 

Tn  tiif^TiV  that  f.ht'ng  is  ta¥fln  more. 

Por  which  a  man  hath  snfE^ed  torei 

Certii,  no  wo  ne  may  attesme 

Unto  the  sore  of  lores  peyne. 

Hon  yyel  therto  ne  may  amonnte,       4745 

Ko  more  than  a  man  [mi^]  ooonte 

The  dropes  that  of  the  water  be. 

For  drye  as  wel  the  grete  see 

Thou  mightist,  as  the  harmes  teUe 

Of  hem  that  with  Lore  dwelle  2750 

In  servyse ;  for  peyne  hem  sleeth, 

And  that  eoh  man  wolde  flee  the  deeth, 

And  trowe  they  shnlde  never  esoi^e, 

Nere  that  hope  ooathe  hem  make 

Olad  as  man  in  prisoon  set,  S755 

And  may  not  geten  for  to  et 

Bat  barly-breed,  and  watir  pure, 

And  lyeth  in  vermin  and  in  ordnre ; 

"With  aUe  this,  yit  oan  he  live. 

Good  hope  snoh  oomfort  hath  him  yive, 

Which  maketh  wene  that  he  shal  be  2761 

DeUvered  and  come  to  liberte ; 

In  fortune  is  [his]  ftUle  trust. 

Though  he  lye  in  straws  or  dns^ 

In  hope  is  al  his  snsteyning.  ^765 

And  so  for  lovers,  in  hir  wening, 

Whiche  Love  hath  shit  in  his  prisoon ; 

Good-Hope  is  hir  salvaoioan. 

Good-Hope,  how  sore  that  they  smerte, 

Yeveth  hem  bothe  wille  and  herte      0770 

To  profire  hir  body  to  martyre ; 

Por  Hope  so  sore  doth  hem  desyre 

To  snf&e  ech  harm  that  men  devyse, 

Por  j<^e  that  faftir  shal  aryse. 

*  Hope,  in  desire  [to]  oaoohe  viotorie ; 
In  Hope,  of  love  is  al  the  glorie,  S776 

Por  Hope  is  al  that  love  msy  yive ; 
Nere  Hope,  ther  shnlde  no  lover  livOi 
Blessid  be  Hope,  which  with  desyre 
Avaonceth  lovers  in  sach  manere.      2780 
Good-Hope  is  cnrteis  for  to  plese, 
To  kepe  lovers  from  si  disese. 
Hope  kepith  his  lond,  and  wol  abyde, 
For  any  pen!  that  may  betyde ; 
For  Hope  to  lovers,  as  most  cheef,       2785 
Doth  hem  endiire(n]  si  mischeef ; 
Hope  is  her  help,  whan  mister  is. 
And  I  shal  y  eve  thee  eek,  y-wit, 


Three  other  thingis,  that  grset  solas 
Doth  to  hem  that  be  in  my  las.  9790 

*The  flxst(e]  good  that  vomj  be  ibnnde. 
To  hem  that  in  my  laoe  be  boonde, 
Is  Swete-Tbooght,  for  to  reoorde 
Thing  wherwith  thou  oanst  aooofds 
Best  in  thyn  herte,  wher  she  be ;        S795 
fThonght  in  absence  is  good  to  thee. 
Whan  any  lover  doth  eompleyne, 
And  liveth  in  distresse  and  pcQrne, 
Than  Swete-Thooght  shal  oome,  as  Uyve, 
Awsy  his  angre  for  to  diyve.  s8oo 

It  makith  lovers  have  remembraonoe 
Of  comfort,  and  of  high  plesannoe, 
That  Hope  hath  hight  him  for  to  winne 
For  Thought  anoon  than  shal  biginne. 
As  fer,  god  wot,  as  he  can  flnde,         S805 
To  mi^  a  mirronr  of  his  minde ; 
For  to  biholde  he  wol  not  lette. 
Hir  person  he  shal  afore  him  sette, 
Hir  langhing  eyen,  persannt  and  dere, 
Hir  shi4>e,  hir  f oorme,  hir  goodly  ohere, 
Hir  month  that  is  so  gracious,  j8tt 

80  swete,  and  eek  so  saverons ; 
Of  alls  hir  fetnres  he  shal  take  hede, 
His  ^yen  with  alle  hir  limes  fede. 

*  Thns  Swete-Thenking  shal  aswage  2815 
The  peyne  of  lovers,  and  hir  rage. 

Thy  joye  shal  double,  withoute  gean, 
Whan  thon  thenkist  on  hir  semlinesse, 
Or  of  hir  laughing,  or  of  hir  ohere, 
That  to  thee  made  thy  lady  dere.        aSao 
This  comfort  wol  I  that  thou  take ; 
And  if  the  next  thon  wolt  forsake 
Which  is  not  lesse  saverous, 
Thou  shuldist  fbeen  to  daungeroui. 

*  The  seoounde  shal  be  Swete^Speohe, 
That  hath  to  many  oon  be  leohe,        a8a6 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  wo  and  were, 
And  helpe  many  a  baohilere ; 

And  many  a  lady  sent  sooouie, 

That  have  loved  par-amour,  2830 

Through  speking,  whan  they  mighten 

here 
Of  hir  lovers,  to  hem  so  dere. 
To  fhem  it  voidith  al  hir  smerte, 
The  which  is  dosed  in  hir  herte. 
In  herte  it  makith  hem  glad  and  light, 
Speohe,  whan  they  mowe  have  sight.  2836 
And  therfore  now  it  cometh  to  minde 
In  olde  dawes,  as  I  flnde, 
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That  olerkifl  -writen  that  hir  knewe, 

Ther-wasalady  fresh  of  hewe,  9840 

Which  of  hir  love  made  a  S(mg, 

On  him  for  to  remembre  among, 

In  which  she  seide,  "  Whan  that  I  here 

Speken  of  him  that  is  bo  dere, 

To  me  it  voidith  al  [my]  smerte,  2845 

Y-wifl,  he  sit  so  nere  myn  herte. 

To  speke  of  him,  at  eve  or  morwe, 

It  onreth  me  of  al  my  sorwe. 

To  me  is  noon  so  high  x>lesaance 

As  of  his  persone  datiaance.**  3850 

She  wist  All  -wel  that  Swete-Speking 

Comfortith  in  ful  mnohe  thing. 

Hir  loye  she  had  fd  wel  assayed. 

Of  him  she  was  Ail  wel  apayed ; 

To  speke  of  him  hir  joye  was  set.        2855 

Therfore  I  rede  thee  that  thon  get 

A  felowe  that  can  wel  concele 

And  kepe  thy  counsel,  and  wel  hele, 

To  whom  go  shewe  hooUy  thyn  herte, 

Bothe  wele  and  wo,  joye  and  smerte :  2S60 

To  gete  comfort  to  him  thoa  go, 

And  privily,  between  yow  two, 

Ye  shal  speke  of  that  goodly  thing. 

That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping ; 

Of  kir  beante  and  hir  semblaxmce,      2865 

And  of  kir  goodly  oonntenaonce. 

Of  al  thy  state  thou  shalt  him  sey. 

And  aske  him  connseil  how  thon  may 

Bo  any  thing  that  may  hir  plese ; 

For  it  to  thee  shal  do  gret  ese,  2870 

That  he  may  wite  thou  trust  him  so, 

JBothe  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wo. 

And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  set, 

His  companye  is  muche  the  bet, 

Por  resoun  wol,  he  shewe  to  thee       2875 

Al  uttirly  his  privite ; 

And  what  she  is  he  loveth  so, 

To  thee  pleynly  he  shal  undo, 

Withoute  drede  of  any  shame, 

Bothe  telle  hir  renoun  and  hir  name.  a88o 

Than  shal  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere, 

And  namely  to  thy  lady  dere. 

In  siker  wyse ;  ye,  every  other 

Shal  hclpen  as  his  owne  brother, 

In  trouthe  withoute  doublenesse,        2885 

And  kepen  doos  in  sikemesse. 

For  it  is  noble  thing,  in  &y, 

To  have  a  man  thou  darst  say 

Thy  prive  counsel  eveiy  del ; 


For  that  wol  comfort  thee  right  wel,  2890 
And  thou  shalt  holde  thee  wel  apayed, 
Whan  such  a  freend  thou  hast  assayed. 

*  The  thridde  good  of  greet  comfort 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  most  disport, 
Comith  of  sight  and  biholding,  2895 
That  depid  is  Swete-Loking, 

The  whiohe  may  noon  ese  do. 

Whan  thou  art  fer  thy  lady  firo ; 

Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 

In  place,  where  thou  mayst  hir  se.     2900 

For  it  is  thing  most  ameroui, 

Host  delitable  and  saverous. 

For  to  aswage  a  mannes  sorowe, 

To  sene  his  lady  by  the  morowe. 

For  it  is  a  All  noble  thinge  2905 

Whan  thyn  eyen  have  meting 

With  that  relyke  precious, 

Wherof  they  be  so  desirous. 

But  al  day  after,  soth  it  is, 

They  have  no  drede  to  fetren  amis,     2910 

They  dreden  neither  wind  ne  reyH} 

Ke  [yit]  non  other  maner  i>eyn. 

For  whan  thyn  eyen  were  thus  in  blis, 

Yit  of  hir  ourtesye,  y-wis, 

Aloon  they  can  not  have  hir  joye,      3915 

But  to  the  herte  they  [it]  convoye ; 

Fart  of  hir  blis  to  him  fthey  sonde, 

Of  al  this  harm  to  make  an  ende. 

The  eye  is  a  good  messangere, 

Wkich  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manere 

Tidyngis  sende,  that  [he]  hath  seen,   3921 

To  voide  him  of  his  peynes  dleen. 

Wherof  the  herte  reii^yseth  so 

That  a  gret  party  of  his  wo 

Is  voided,  and  put  awey  to  flight.       9925 

Bight  as  the  derknesse  of  the  night 

Is  chased  with  derenesse  of  the  mone, 

Bight  so  is  al  his  wo  fdl  sone 

Devoided  dene,  whan  that  the  sight 

Biholden  may  that  Apesshe  wight       2930 

That  the  herte  desyreth  so. 

That  al  his  derknesse  is  ago ; 

For  than  the  herte  is  al  at  ese, 

Whan  they  seen  that  [that]  may  hem  plese. 

*  Now  have  I  fthee  declared  al-out,  2935 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  dout ; 
For  I  have  told  thee  feithAilly 

What  thee  may  curen  utterly, 

And  alle  lovers  that  wole  be 

FeithAil,  and  fal  of  stabilite.  2940 
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€h>od-Hope  alwoy  kepe  bj  thy  ^ytie, 
And  Swete-Thofoght  make  eek  al^yde, 
Swete-Lokixig  lind  Swete-Speohe ; 
Of  alle  thyn  harmes  thej  shal  be  leohe. 
Of  evexy  thoa  shalt  have  greet  plesannoe ; 
If  thoa  canst  hyde  in  sofferaance,      2946 
And  serve  -wel  'withoat  feyntyse, 
Thou  shalt  be  quit  of  thyn  empryse, 
With  more  goerdoim,  if  that  thou  live ; 
But  al  this  tjnne  this  I  thee  yive.'       2950 

The  Gk>d  of  Love  whan  al  the  day 
Had  tanght  me,  as  ye  have  herd  say, 
And  enfonrmed  compendiously, 
He  vanished  awey  al  sodeynly, 
And  I  alone  lefte,  al  sole,  2955 

So  fhl  of  oompleynt  and  of  dole. 
For  I  saw  no  other  man  ther  me  by. 
Ky  woondes  me  greved  wondirly ; 
Me  for  to  cnren  no-thing  I  knew, 
Save  the  botoon  bright  cft  hew,  2960 

Wheron  was  set  hooUy  my  thought ; 
Of  other  comfort  knew  I  nought, 
But  it  were  through  the  God  of  Love ; 
I  knew  nat  elles  to  my  bihove 
That  might  me  ese  or  oomAnt  gete,    2965 
Bnt-if  he  wolde  him  entermete. 

The  roeer  was,  withoute  doute. 
Closed  with  an  hegge  withoute. 
As  ye  to-fom  have  herd  me  seyn ; 
And  fast  I  bisied,  and  wolde  fayn       3970 
Have  passed  the  haye,  if  I  might 
Have  geten  in  by  any  slight 
Unto  the  botoun  so  fkir  to  see. 
But  ever  I  dradde  blamed  to  be, 
If  men  wolde  have  sospeooioun  2975 

That  I  wolde  of  entencioun 
Have  stole  the  roses  that  ther  were ; 
Therfore  to  entre  I  was  in  fere. 
But  at  the  last,  as  I  bithonght 
Whether  I  sholde  passe  or  nought,     2980 
I  saw  com  with  a  gladde  chore 
To  me,  a  lusty  bachelere, 
Of  good  stature,  and  of  good  hight. 
And  Bialaooil  forsothe  he  hight. 
Bone  he  was  to  Curtesy,  2985 

And  he  me  graunted  ftil  gladly 
The  passage  of  the  outer  hay, 
And  seide : — '  Sir,  how  that  ye  may 
BMse,  if  (it]  your  wille  be, 
The  freeshe  roeer  for  to  see,  2990 

And  ye  the  swete  savour  fole. 


Tour  t  warrant  may  [I  be]  ri^t  wele ; 

So  thou  thee  kepe  fro  folje, 

Shal  no  man  do  thee  viUmye. 

If  Imay  helpeyoninoufl^t,  2995 

I  shal  not  feyne,  dredeth  nou^t ; 

For  I  am  bounde  to  yonr  serfyse, 

Fnlly  devoide  of  flByn^yse.' 

Than  unto  BialaooQ  saida  I, 

*  I  thank  yon,  sir,  ftd  hertaly,  3000 

And  your  Uheeet  [I]  take  at  gree. 

That  ye  so  goodly  ptoibr  me ; 

To  you  it  Cometh  of  greet  fhumohyse, 

Thai  ye  me  profer  your  servyse.* 

Than  aftir,  ftil  deliverly,  3005 

Through  the  breres  aaoon  wente  I, 

Wherof  enoombred  was  the  ha^, 

1  was  wel  plesed,  the  soth  to  say. 

To  see  the  botoun  taSx  and  swote, 

Sofi^sshesprongeoutof  therote.      9010 

And  Bialaooil  me  served  wel, 
Whan  I  so  nygh  me  mi^te  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swete  odour, 
And  so  lusty  hewed  of  colour. 
But  than  a  cherl  (fbule  him  bityde  0  9015 
Bisyde  the  roses  gan  him  hyde. 
To  kepe  the  roses  of  that  roser, 
Of  whom  the  name  was  Dannger. 
This  cherl  was  hid  there  in  the  greves. 
Covered  with  graase  and  with  leves,  3020 
To  8p3re  and  take  whom  thai  he  fond 
Unto  thai  roser  putte  an  hoad. 
He  was  not  sole,  for  ther  was  mo ; 
For  with  him  were  other  two 
Of  wikked  maners,  and  yvel  &me.      3025 
That  oon  was  olepid,  by  his  name, 
Wikked-Tonge,  god  yeve  him  sorwe  I 
For  neither  at  eve,  ne  at  morwe. 
He  can  of  no  man  [no]  good  speko , 
On  many  a  just  man  doth  he  wreke.  3030 
Ther  was  a  womman  eek,  that  hight 
Shame,  that,  who  can  reken  right, 
Trespas  was  hir  iadir  name, 
Hir  moder  Besoun  ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
[On  lyve]  brought  of  these  ilk  two.      3035 
And  yet  had  Trespas  never  ado 
With  Besoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  by, 
He  was  so  hidous  and  ugly, 
I  mene,  this  thai  Trespas  hight ; 
But  Besoun  oonceyveth,  of  a  sight,    3040 
Shame,  of  thai  I  spak  afom. 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  bom, 
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It  ynm  ordeyned,  that  Ohastitee 

Shulde  of  the  roaer  lady  be, 

Which,  of  the  botonns  more  and  las,  3045 

With  gondry  folk  assailed  was. 

That  she  ne  viste  what  to  do. 

For  Venns  hir  assailith  so, 

That  night  and  day  from  hir  she  stal 

Botoons  and  roses  orer-aL  3050 

To  BesoTUi  than  prayeth  CSiastitee, 

Whom  Yenns  fflemed  over  the  see, 

That  she  hir  donghter  wolde  hir  lene, 

To  kepe  the  roser  fresh  and  grene. 

Anoon  Besoirn  to  Ohastitee  3055 

Is  ftilly  assented  that  it  be, 

And  graontid  hir,  at  hir  request. 

That  Shame,  bioaose  she  is  honest, 

Shal  keper  of  the  roser  be. 

And  thus  to  kepe  it  ther  were  three,  3060 

That  noon  shnlde  hardy  be  ne  bold 

(Were  he  jrong,  or  were  he  old) 

Ageyn  hir  wille  aw^y  to  here 

Botonns  ne  roses,  that  ther  were. 

I  had  wel  sped,  had  I  not  been  3065 

Awayted  with  these  three,  and  seen. 

For  Bialacoil,  that  was  so  £Eur, 

So  gracioos  and  debonair, 

Qoitte  him  to  me  fnl  cnrteisly, 

And,  me  to  plese,  bad  that  I  3070 

Shnld  diawe  me  to  the  botoon  nere ; 

Prese  in,  to  tooche  the  rosere 

Which  bar  the  roses,  h<^  yaf  me  leve ; 

This  grannt  ne  might  bat  litel  greve. 

And  for  he  saw  it  lyked  me,  3075 

Bight  nygh  the  botoon  pnllede  he 

A  leef  al  grene,  and  yaf  me  that. 

The  which  frd  nygh  the  botoon  sat ; 

I  made  [me]  of  that  leef  frd  qoeynt. 

And  whan  I  felte  I  was  aqneynt        3080 

With  Bialacoil,  and  so  priye, 

I  wende  al  at  my  wille  had  be. 

Then  wez  I  hardy  for  to  tel 

To  Bialacoil  how  me  bifel 

Of  Love,  that  took  and  woonded  me,  3085 

And  seide  :  *  Sir,  so  mote  I  thee, 

I  may  no  joye  have  in  no  wyse, 

Upon  no  syde,  but  it  ryse ; 

For  sithe  (if  I  stial  not  feyne) 

In  herte  I  have  had  so  gret  peyne,     3090 

So  gret  annoy,  and  soch  affiray, 

That  I  ne  wot  what  I  shal  say ; 

I  drede  yoor  wrath  to  disserve. 


Lever  me  were,  that  knyves  kerva 

My  body  sholde  in  i>eois  smaUe,         3095 

Than  in  any  wyBe  it  shnlde  falle 

That  ye  wratthed  sholde  been  with  me.' 

*  Sey  boldely  thy  wiUe,'  qood  he, 

*  I  nil  be  wroth,  if  that  I  may,  3099 
For  nought  that  thou  shalt  to  me  say.' 

Thanne  seide  I,  *  Sir,  not  you  displese 
To  knowen  of  my  greet  unese, 
In  which  only  love  hath  me  brought ; 
For  peynes  greet,  disese  and  thought, 
Fro  day  to  day  he  doth  me  drye ;        3105 
Sopposeth  not,  sir,  that  I  lye. 
In  me  fyve  woundes  dide  he  make. 
The  sore  of  whiche  stial  never  slake 
But  ye  the  botoun  graunte  me. 
Which  is  most  pasukunt  of  beautee,   31 10 
My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  martyre, 
And  tresour  that  I  most  desyre.' 

Than  Bialacoil,  affirayed  all, 
Ssyde,  *  Sir,  it  may  not  ML ; 
That  ye  desire,  it  may  not  fryse.        31 15 
What?  wolde  ye  shende  me  in  this  wyse? 
A  moohel  foole  than  I  were, 
If  I  sufMd  you  awey  to  here 
The  fr^sh  botoun,  so  fair  of  sight. 
For  it  were  neither  skile  ne  right      3130 
Of  the  roser  ye  broke  the  rind. 
Or  take  the  rose  afom  his  kind ; 
Ye  ar  not  courteys  to  aske  it. 
Lat  it  stil  on  the  roser  sit, 
And  fgrowe  til  it  amended  be,  3125 

And  parfiUy  come  to  beaute. 
I  nolde  not  that  it  pulled  wer 
Fro  the  roser  that  it  ber, 
To  me  it  is  so  leef  and  dere.* 

With  that  sterte  out  anoon  Daungere, 
Out  of  the  place  where  he  was  hid.    3131 
His  malice  in  his  chore  was  kid  ; 
Fol  greet  he  was,  and  blak  of  hewe. 
Sturdy  and  hidous,  who-so  him  knewe ; 
Like  sharp  urohouns  his  here  was  growe, 
His  ^es  frede  as  the  fire-glow ;  3136 

His  nose  froimced  ful  kirked  stood, 
He  com  oriand  as  he  were  wood, 
And  seide,  *  Bialacoil,  tel  me  why 
Thou  bringest  hider  so  boldly  3140 

Him  that  so  nyg^  [is]  the  roser? 
Thou  worchist  in  a  wrong  manor ; 
He  thenkith  to  dishonour  thee. 
Thou  art  wel  worthy  to  have  maugree 
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To  late  him  of  the  roMT  wit;  3145 

Who  Mrreth  *  iUoum  is  yvel  quH. 
Thoa  woldist  have  cUxm  greet  boutee, 
And  he  -with  shame  wolda  qnyte  thee, 
nee hennee, ielowe !  Iredetheegol 
Itwantethliteltlwoltheeslo;         3150 
For  BialAooil  ne  knew  thee  nought, 
Whan  thee  to  serve  he  sette  his  thought  ; 
For  thou  wolt  shame  him,  if  thou  might, 
Bothe  ageyn  resocm  and  right. 
I  wol  no  move  in  thee  ail^e,  3155 

That  oomest  so  sly^dy  £»  tespje ; 
For  it  proreth  wonder  wal, 
Thy  sU«^t  and  tresonn  ereiy  del' 

I  dust  no  more  ther  make  abode, 
For  the  oherl,  he  was  so  wode ;  3160 

So  gan  he  thrsten  and  manane, 
And  thnr^  the  haje  he  did  me  ohaee. 
For  teeir  of  him  I  tremblid  and  qnook, 
So  oherlishlj  his  heed  he  shook ; 
And  seide,  if  eft  he  might  me  take,    $16$ 
I  shnlde  not  from  his  hondis  soape. 

Than  Bialaooil  is  fled  and  mate. 
And  I  al  sole,  diseonsolate. 
Was  left  aloon  in  peyne  and  thought ; 
For  shame,  to  deth  I  was  njgh  brought. 
Than  thought  I  on  myn  hi^  fblj,      3171 
How  that  my  body,  nttorly, 
Was  yeve  to  peyne  and  to  martyre ; 
And  therto  hadde  I  so  gret  yre, 
That  I  ne  durst  the  hayes  passe ;        3175 
There  was  ncm  hope,  there  was  no  grace. 
I  trowe  never  man  wiste  of  peyne. 
But  he  were  laoed  in  Loves  ohsyne ; 
Ke  no  man  [wot],  and  sooth  it  is, 
Bot-if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  3180 

Love  holdith  his  heest  to  me  rig^  wele, 
Whan  peyne  he  seide  I  shnlde  filler 
Non  herte  may  thenke,  ne  tonge  seyne, 
A  quarter  of  my  wo  and  peyne. 
I  might  not  with  the  anger  laste ;      3x85 
Hyn  herte  in  pc^nt  was  fen  to  faraste. 
Whan  I  thonght  on  the  rose,  that  so 
Was  thzongfa  Daonger  oast  me  fro. 

A  long  vdiyl  stood  I  in  that  state. 
Til  that  me  saogh  so  mad  and  mate  3190 
The  lady  of  the  highe  ward, 
Which  from  hir  tour  l^id  thiderward. 
Besonn  men  elepe  that  lady. 
Which  from  hir  tour  deUverly 
OouM  doon  to  me  withonten  more.      3195 


Bat  she  was  neither  ywig,  ne  hose, 

Ne  hi^  ne  low,  ne  ikt  ne  lene, 

Bat  best,  as  it  were  in  a  mene. 

Hir  eyen  two  were'oleer  and  li|^t 

As  any  oandel  that  brenneth  bright ;  3J00 

And  on  hir  heed  she  hadde  a  orown. 

Hir  semede  wel  an  high  persoon  ; 

For  roonde  enviroon,  hir  crownet 

Was  Ad  of  riohe  stonis  fret. 

Hir  goodly  semblaont,  by  devys,         3905 

I  trowe  were  maad  in  paiadys ; 

fNatore  had  never  such  a  grace. 

To  forge  a  werk  of  sooh  compaoe. 

For  certeyn,  fbat  the  letter  lye, 

Qod  him-silf,  that  is  so  high,  3110 

Hade  hir  aftir  his  imagOi 

And  yaf  hir  sith  sloh  avanntage, 

That  she  hath  might  and  seignorye 

To  kepe  men  from  al  folye ; 

Who-so  wole  trowe  hir  lore,  3*15 

Ne  mt^  oifenden  nevermore. 

And  whyl  I  stood  thos  derk  and  pale, 
Besonn  bigan  to  me  hir  tale ; 
She  seide:  *  Al  hayl,  my  swete  fr«id  I 
Foly  and  childhood  wol  thee  ihend,   32^0 
Which  thee  have  put  in  greet  affiray ; 
Thoa  hast  bought  dere  the  tyme  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvel  ^yme  thoa  wentist  to  see    . 
The  gardin,  wherof  Tdilnesse  310$ 

Bar  the  k^ye,  and  was  maistrasse 
Whan  thoa  yedest  in  the  daonce 
With  hir,  and  hadde[Bt]  aqoflyntaonoe : 
Hir  aqo^yntaonce  is  perilous, 
First  soAci  and  aAir[ward]  noyoos ;    3230 
She  hath  [thee]  trasdied,  withoute  ween ; 
The  Ood  of  Love  had  thee  not  seen, 
Ne  hadde  Ydilnesse  thee  conveyed 
In  the  verger  where  Mirthe  him  pleyed. 
If  Foly  have  sapprised  thee,  3^5 

Do  so  that  it  reoovered  be ; 
And  be  wel  war  to  take  no  more 
Connsel,  that  greveth  aftir  sore ; 
He  is  wys  that  wol  himsilf  ohas^yse. 
And  though  a  young  man  in  any  wyse 
Trespace  among,  and  do  foly,  3141 

Lathimnottazye,  but  hastily 
Lat  him  amende  what  so  be  mis. 
And  eek  I  oounseile  thee,  y-wis. 
The  Gk>d  of  Love  hoolly  foxyet,  3^5 

That  hath  thee  in  sioh  peyne  set, 
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And  thee  in  herte  tonnented  so. 

I  can  nat  seen  how  th<m  majsfe  go 

Other  weyes  to  gsarisonn ; 

For  Dannger,  that  is  so  felonn,  3250 

Felly  porposith  thee  to  weneyt 

Which  is  All  cmel,  the  soth  to  sey. 

'  And  yit  of  Dannger  ookneth  no  blame, 
In  reward  of  my  donghter  Shame, 
Which  hath  the  roses  in  hir  wwde,    $ass 
As  she  that  may  be  no  musarde. 
And  Wlkked-Tonge  is  with  these  two^ 
.  That  snfifMth  no  man  thider  go ; 
For  er  a  thing  be  do,  he  shal, 
Where  that  he  oometh,  over-al,  3060 

In  fonrty  places,  if  it  be  songht, 
Seye  thing  that  never   was  doon  ne 

wrought ; 
So  moche  tresoon  is  in  his  male. 
Of  fitlsnesse  for  to  ffeyne  a  tale. 
Hiou  delest  wiHi  angry  folk,  y-wls ;   s^ 
Wherfor  to  thee  [it]  betti^  b 
From  these  folk  awey  to  fkre, 
For  they  wol  make  thee  live  in  oave. 
This  is  the  yvel  that  Iiov<e  they  oelte, 
Wherin  ther  is  but  tciy  alio,  $970 

For  love  is  Mj  eveiydel ; 
Who  loveth,  in  no  wyse  may  do  wel, 
Ne  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 
His  Boole  he  lesith,  if  he  fbe  olerk ; 
Of  other  craft  eek  if  he  be,  3275 

He  shal  not  thiyVe  therin ;  for  he 
In  love  shal  have  meire  passionn 
ThtOi  monke,  hermyte,  or  chanonn. 
The  peyne  is  hard,  ont  of  mesare, 
The  joye  may  eek  no  whyl  endnM }    $a9o 
And  in  the  possesrionn 
Is  mnohe  trlbolaoioim ; 
The  joye  tt  is  so  shcH-lastingr, 
And  bat  in  happe  is  the  getinjg ; 
Vor  I  see  ther  many  In  tMiitwIlle,        3395 
That  atte  laste  fbnle  ^fiiyle. 
I  was  no-thing  thy  oonsseler, 
Whan  thou  were  maad  the  homager 
Of  God  of  Love  to  hastily ; 
Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  fbly.  3190 

Thyn  herte  was  Joly,  but  not  mg^ 
Whan  thou  were  bron^  in  sioh  <a  Mige, 
To  yelde  thee  so  redily, 
And  to  Love,  of  his  gret  maistry. 

*  I  rede  thee  Love  awey  to  dryve,     3*95 
That  makith  thee  reoohe  not  of  thy  lyve. 


3815 
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The  fbly  more  fro  day  to  day 
Shal  growe,  bat  thoa  it  putte  away. 
Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  &ste, 
To  dannte  thyn  berie ;  and  eek  thee  caste, 
If  that  thou  mayst,  to  gete  fdefonoe  3^1 
For  to  redresse  thy  first  offence. 
Who-so  his  herte  alwey  wol  leve, 
Shal  flnde  among  that  shal  him  greve.' 

Whan  I  hi^  herd  thos  me  ohastyasi  3305 
I  answerd  in  fol  angry  wyse. 
I  pmyed  hir  osssan  of  hir  speehOi 
Onther  to  dhas^yse  me  6r  teohe, 
To  bidde  me  my  thoi^t  reflrayne, 
Which  Love  hath  oaoQ^t  in  his  de* 
meyne  ^-^  3310 

*  What  ?  wane  ye  Lovv  wol  ocmwn^ 
That  me  assniliih  with  bowe  bent, 
To  draw  myn  herte  out  of  his  h<«dei 
Which  is  so  qoikly  in  his  bonds? 
That  ye  ooanM^ia,  may  never  be ; 
For  whan  he  first  ttrestad  me, 
He  took  myn  heite  so  hod  hhntil, 
That  it  is  nothing  at  m^r  wil ; 
He  ftanghte  it  so  him  for  to  obey, 
That  he  it  sparred  with  a  key. 
I  pray  yow  lat  me  be  al  stille. 
For  ye  may  wel,  ifthatye  wiUe, 
Tour  wordis  waste  in  idUnesse ; 
For  ntteriy,  withonten  gesse, 
Al  that  ye  seyn  is  bat  in  veyne.  33*5 

Me  were  lever  dye  in  the  peyne, 
Than  Love  to  me-ward  shnlde  arette 
Falsheed,  or  tresoon  on  me  sette. 
I  wol  me  gete  prys  or  blame, 
And  love  trewe,  to  save  my  name ;     3330 
f  Who  me  dhastysith,  I  him  hate.' 

With  that  word  Besoim  wente  hir  gate, 
Whan  ihe  sans^  for  no  seimoning 
She  mig^  me  fro  my  foly  bring. 
Than  dismayed,  I  lefte  al  sool, 
Foerweiy,  forwandred  as  a  fod, 
For  I  ne  knew  no  fchevisaanoeii 
Than  f el  into  my  remembrannoe, 
How  Love  bade  me  to  porvoye 
A  felowe,  to  whom  I  migfate  seya 
My  ooonsel  and  my  privete. 
For  that  sholde  mnohe  availe  mm, 
Wli^  that  bithoogbt  I  me,  that  I 
Hadde  a  felowe  fiwte  I7, 
Trewe  and  siker,  earteys,  and  hend,  3345 
And  he  was  called  hy  name  a  Frsend( 
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A  trewer  felowe  was  no-wher  noon. 
In  ^aate  to  him  I  irmte  anoon, 
And  to  him  al  my  wo  X  tolde, 
Fro  him  right  nonght  I  wold  withholde. 
I  tolde  him  al  withoute  were,  5351 

And  made  my  oomp3«ynt  on  Dsangere, 
How  for  to  see  he  was  hidona, 
And  to-me-wud  oontrariom ; 
The  whiohe  through  hfai  oroelte  3355 

Was  in  poynt  to  have  uegrgned  me ; 
^V^th  Bialaoeil  whan  he  md  my 
Within  the  gaidyn  walke  and  pley , 
Fro  me  he  made  him  for  to  go, 
And  I  hilefte  aloon  in  wo ;  3360 

I  dnrst  no  longer  with  him  speke, 
For  Dannger  seide  he  wolde  be  wreke, 
Whan  that  he  iawe  how  I  wente 
The  fVeartie  hotoim  for  to  hente, 
Iflwerehardytoecnneneer  33^^ 

Bitwene  the  hay  and  the  romr. 

I%i8  Freend,  whan  he  wiste  of  my 
thought) 
He  disccnnforted  me  right  nought, 
But  seide,  *  Fekme,  he  not  00  mad, 
Ne  80  abaysshed  nor  histad.  3370 

My-eilf  I  knowe  ftil  wel  Daongere, 
And  how  he  is  fbers  of  his  ohere, 
At  prime  temps.  Love  to  manaoe ; 
'Pal  ofte  I  have  ben  in  his  caas. 
A  felonn  first  though  that  he  be,        3375 
Aftir  thou  shalt  him  soii|de  see. 
Of  long  passed  I  knew  him  wele ; 
Ungoodly  first  though  men  him  f ele, 
He  wol  meek  aitir,  in  his  bering, 
Been,  for  service  and  ob^ysshing.       3380 
I  shal  thee  telle  what  thon  shalt  do  :— 
Kekely  I  rede  thon  go  him  to, 
Of  herte  pray  him  specialy 
Of  thy  trespace  to  have  merey, 
And  bote  him  wel,[him]  here  to  plese,  3385 
That  thon  shalt  nevermore  him  disjklese. 
Who  can  best  serve  of  flatery, 
ghal  plese  Daonger  most  nttirly.' 

](y  Freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel, 
That  he  me  esld  h«lh  somdel,  3390 

And  eek  aUegged  of  ny  torment ; 
For  Uiroiig^  him  had  I  hantement 
Agayn  to  Batrnger  fiyr  to  go, 
To  preve  if  I  tblg^t  meke  him  so. 

To  Daonger  earn  I,  al  ashamed,      'gs95 
The  whieh  afom  me  hadde  blaaoied, 


Besyrinif  for  to  pese  my  wo ; 

But  over  hegge  durst  I  not  go, 

For  he  ■tibrbad  me  the  passage. 

I  fond  him  oroel  in  his  rage,  5^00 

And  in  his  hond  a  gret  bardona. 

To  him  I  knelid  lowe  adonn, 

FqI  meke  of  port,  and  simple  of  ohere, 

And  sdde,  *  Sir,  I  am  eomen  here 

Only  to  aske  of  you  merpy.  5405 

That  greveth  me,  [sir],  Ail  grstly 

That  ever  my  lyf  I  wratthed  yoo, 

But  for  to  amende  I  am  oome  now, 

With  al  my  might,  boOM  londe  and  stole, 

To  doon  right  at  your  owne  wille ;     3410 

For  Love  made  me  for  to  do 

That  I  ha^  trespassed  hidirto  { 

Fro  whom  I  ne  mt^  withdmwe  myn 

herte; 
Yit  shal  I  never,  for  joy  ne  SBMcte, 
What  so  bifleaie,  good  or  iUe,  3415 

Offende  more  ageyn  your  wille. 
Lever  I  have  endure  disese 
Than  do  that  ihvlde  yon  displese. 

*  I  you  require  and  pray,  that  ye 
Ofmehavemeroyandpitee,  3410 

To  stinte  your  yre  that  greveth  so^ 
That  I  wol  swere  for  evermo 
To  be  redressid  at  your  lyking, 
If  I  trespasse  in  any  thing ; 
6»ve  that  I  pr^y  thee  grannte  me      34*5 
A  thing  that  may  nat  warned  be, 
That  I  may  love,  al  <mly ; 
Non  other  thing  of  you  aske  I. 
I  shal  doon  ellef  wel,  y-wis, 
If  ofyourgraoeyegrauntemethiA  3430 
And  ye  [ne]  may  not  letten  me. 
For  wel  wot  ye  that  love  is  fVee, 
And  I  shal  loven,  fsHh  that  I  wil, 
Who-ever  lyke  it  wel  or  il ; 
And  yit  ne  wold  I,  for  al  Fraunoe,     3435 
Do  thing  to  do  you  displosaunoe.* 

Than  Daunger  Al  in  his  enteat 
For  to  foryeve  his  maltalent ; 
But  al  his  wrstthe  yit  at  laste 
He  hath  rtfesed,  I  px^e  so  fhwte :    3440 
Shortly  he  seide,  *  Thy  wqnest 
Is  not  to  mobhel  didionest ; 
Ne  I  wol  not  werne  it  theoi 
For  yit  no-thing  engreveth  me. 
For  though  thou  love  thus  evermore,  3445 
To  me  is  neither  softs  ne  sorsb 
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Love  fwher  thee  list ;  what  reodiith  me« 

So  [thou]  for  firo  xny  roses  be  ? 

Trust  not  on  me,  for  noon  assay, 

In  any  tyme  to  paSse  the  hay.'  .^1450 

Thns  hath  he  grannted  my  prayere. 

Than  wente  I  forth,  withonten  were, 
Unto  my  Freend,  and  tolde  him  al, 
Which  was  right  joyM  of  my  tale. 
He  seide,*Nowgothwelthyn  affaire,   3455 
He  shal  to  thee  be  debonidre. 
Though  he  afom  was  dispitoos. 
He  shal  heeraftir  be  graeioas. 
If  he  were  tonohid  on  som  good  T^yne, 
He  shnld  yit  rewen  on  thy  peyne.      3460 
Sofflre,  I  xede,  and  no  boost  make. 
Til  thon  at  good  mes  vaayBt  him  take. 
By  sofRnranoe,  and  [by]  wordis  softe, 
A  man  may  overoomefn]  ofte   * 
Him  that  afom  he  hadde  in  drede,    3465 
In  booUs  sothly  as  I  rede.' 

Thns  hath  my  Freend  with  gret  com- 
fort 
Avannoed  me  with  high  disport. 
Which  wolde  me  good  as  mich  as  I. 
And  thanne  anoon  ftil  sodeynly         3470 
I  took  my  leve,  and  streight  I  went 
Unto  the  hay;  for  gret  talent 
I  had  to  seen  the  firesh  botoon, 
Wherin  lay  my  salvacionn ; 
And  Dannger  took  kepe,  if  that  I       9475 
Kepe  him  oovenannt  trewly. 
So  sore  I  dradde  his  mA.T^A«{ng, 
I  dnrst  not  breke[n]  his  bidding ; 
For,  lest  that  I  were  of  him  dient, 
I  brak  not  his  oomanndement,  3480 

For  to  purchase  his  good  wiL 
It  was  [hard]  for  to  come  ther-til, 
His  mercy  was  to  fer  bihinde ; 
I  wepte,  for  I  ne  might  it  flnde. 
I  oompleyned  and  sighed  sore,  3485 

And  langnisshed  evermore. 
For  I  dnrst  not  over  go 
Unto  the  rose  I  loved  sOi 
Tlinrghont  my  doming  onteriy, 
fThan  had  he  knowlege  oerteinly,     3490 
fThat  Love  me  ladde  in  sich  a  wyse, 
That  in  me  ther  was  no  feyntyse, 
Falsheed,  ne  no  tredheiye. 
And  yit  he,  ftil  of  vilanye, 
Of  disd^yne,  and  omelte,  3495 

On  me  ne  wolde  have  pite, 


His  cmel  wil  for  to  refireyne, 

Though  I  wepe  alw^,  and  foompl^yne. 

And  while  I  was  in  this  torment, 
Were  oome  of  grace,  by  god  sent,       3900 
Fraunchyse,  and  with  hir  Pite 
Fnlfild  the  botoun  of  bountee 
They  go  to  Daunger  anon-right 
To  forther  me  with  al  hir  might, 
And  helpe  in  worde  and  in  dede,        3905 
For  wel  they  nu^^  that  it  was  nede. 
First,  of  hir  grace,  dame  Fraunchyse 
Hath  taken  [word]  of  this  empiyse : 
She  seide,  *  Daunger,  gret  wrong  ye  do 
To  worohe  this  man  so  muohe  wo^      3510 
Or  pynen  him  so  angerly ; 
It  is  to  yon  gret  vilany. 
I  can  not  see  why,  ne  how, 
That  he  hath  trespassed  ageyn  you. 
Save  that  he  loveth ;  wherfore  ye  shulde 
The  more  in  cherete  of  him  holde.      3516 
The  force  of  love  makith  him  do  this ; 
Who  wolde  him  blame  he  dide  amis? 
He  leseth  more  than  ye  may  do ; 
His  poyne  is  hard,  ye  may  see,  lo  I      3590 
And  Love  in  no  wyse  wolde  oonsente 
That  fhe  have  power  to  repente ; 
For  though  that  quik  ye  wolde  him  sloo, 
Fro  Love  his  herte  may  not  go. 
Now,  swete  sir,  fis  it  your  ese  3525 

Hjm  for  to  angre  or  disese? 
Alias,  what  may  it  you  avaimce 
To  doon  to  him  so  greet  grevaunce  ? 
What  worship  is  it  agayn  him  take, 
Or  on  your  man  a  werre  make,  3530 

Sith  he  so  lowly  every  wyse 
Is  redy,  as  ye  lust  devyse? 
If  Love  hath  caught  him  in  his  laoe, 
You  for  t'obeye  in  every  caas. 
And  been  your  suget  at  your  wille,     3535 
Shulde  ye  therfore  willen  him  ille  ? 
Te  shulde  him  spare  more,  al-out, 
Than  him  that  is  bothe  proud  and  stout 
Curtesye  wol  that  ye  socour 
Hem  that  ben  meke  imd^  your  cure.  3540 
His  herte  is  hard,  that  wole  not  meke. 
Whan  men  of  mekenesse  him  biseke.' 

*  That  is  oerteyn,'  seide  Pite ; 
*  We  see  ofte  that  humilitee 
Bothe  ire,  and  also  felonye  3545 

Yenquissheth,  and  also  melanoolye ; 
To  stonde  forth  in  such  duresse, 
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This  craeltee  and  wikkedneaie. 
TVherfore  I  pny  yon,  air  DMmgere) 
Wot  to  nuiyntene  no  lenger  here         3550 
Such  omel  werre  agayn  your  m«n, 
As  hooUy  yoores  as  ever  hs  can ; 
Kor  thai  ye  worohen  no  moare  wo 
fOn  this  oaytif  that  langoisshith  so, 
Which  wol  no  more  to  yon  trsspasss,  5535 
But  pat  him  hodlly  in  your  grace. 
His  offense  ne  tras  bat  lyte ; 
Tlie  God  of  Lore  it  was  to  wjrte, 
That  he  yoor  thral  so  gretly  is, 
And  if  ye  hann  him,  ye  doon  amis ;  3560 
For  he  hath  had  ftil  hard  penaonce, 
Sith  that  ye  refte  him  th*aq,aeyntaanoe 
OfBialacoil,  his  moste  joye, 
Whioli  alle  his  p^ynes  might  aooye. 
He  was  Worn  anoyed  sore,  35615 

Bat  than  ye  doaUed  him  wel  more ; 
Vdr  he  of  blis  hath  ben  All  hare, 
Sith  Bialaooil  was  fro  him  flare. 
Love  hath  to  him  do  greet  distresse, 
Hehathnonedeof  moredaresse.      3570 
Voidetli  from  him  yoor  ire,  I  rede ; 
Ye  may  not  winnen  in  this  dede. 
Maiketh  Bialacoil  repeire  ageyn, 
And  hayeth  pite  opon  his  peyn ; 
Per  Fraonohise  wol,  and  I,  Pite,        3575 
That  merciftal  to  him  ye  be ; 
And  sith  that  she  and  I  aooorde, 
Have  apon  him  miserioorde ; 
For  I  yoa  pray,  and  eek  moneste, 
Koog^t  to  reftisen  oar  reqfaeste ;        5580 
For  he  is  hard  and  fel  of  thoaght, 
That  for  as  two  wol  do  right  noaght' 

Bannger  ne  might  no  more  endare, 
He  meked  him  onto  mesore. 

*  I  wol  in  no  wyse,'  seith  Daangere,  3585 
*  Denye  that  ye  have  asked  here ; 
It  were  to  greet  imcarteqre. 
I  wol  ye  have  the  oompanye 
Of  Bialacoil,  as  ye  devyse ; 
I  wol  him  lette[n]  in  no  wyse.'  3590 

To  Bialaooil  than  wente  in  hy 
IVaonohyse,  and  seide  ftil  corteisly  >^ 
'  Te  have  to  longe  be  deignoas 
Unto  this  lover,  and  daongeroas, 
Fro  him  to  withdrawe  yoor  presence,  3595 
'Which  hath  do  to  him  grete  offence, 
13uit  ye  not  wolde  apon  him  see ; 
WlMadfore  a  sorowftil  man  is  he. 


Sh^pe  ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  plese, 
Of  my  love  if  ye  wol  have  ese.  3600 

Falfil  his  wil,  sith  that  ye  knowe 
Baanget  is  daanted  and  broo^t  lowe 
Tliargh  help  of  me  and  of  Pite ; 
Toa  fthar  no  more  aftred  be.' 

'Ishaldorii^tasyewil,'  $605 

Saith  Bialaooil,  *  for  it  is  skil, 
Sith  Daonger  wol  that  it  so  be.' 
Than  Fraanohise  hath  him  sent  to  me^ 

Bialaooil  at  the  biginning 
Salaed  me  in  his  ooming,  3610 

Ko  straangenes  was  in  him  seen, 
No  more  than  he  ne  had  wrathed  been. 
As  £ftire  semblannt  than  shewed  he  me. 
And  goodly,  as  afom  did  he ; 
And  by  the  honde,  withoaten  doote,  3615 
Within  the  haye,  right  al  aboate 
He  ladde  me,  with  right  good  chece, 
Al  environ  the  vergere, 
That  Daanger  had  me  chased  fro. 
Kow  have  I  leve  over^l  to  go ;  g/6ao 

Kow  am  I  raised,  at  mj  devys, 
Fro  helle  anto  paradys. 
Tlias  Bialaooil,  of  gentilnesse, 
With  alle  his  peyne  and  boiinesie, 
Hath  shewed  me,  only  of  grace,         $6»s 
The  estres  of  the  swote  place. 

I  saw  the  rose,  whan  I  was  nigh, 
Was  gretter  woxen,  and  more  high, 
Fresh,  rody,  and  £dr  of  hewe, 
Of  coloar  ever  yliohe  newe.  3630 

And  whan  I  had  it  longe  seen, 
I  saagh  that  throogb  the  leves  gxene 
The  rose  spredde  to  spanishing ; 
To  sene  it  was  a  goodly  thing. 
Bat  it  ne  was  so  spred  on  brede,        3635 
That  men  within  might  knowe  the  sede ; 
For  it  covert  was  and  [enjolose 
Bothe  with  the  leves  and  with  the  rose. 
The  stalk  was  even  and  grene  npright. 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  sight ;  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withoaten  wene, 
For  the  seed  was  not  [y>sene. 
Fal  filkire  it  spradde,  fgod  it  Uesse  I 
For  saohe  another,  as  I  gesso, 
Afom  ne  was,  ne  mote  vermayle.       3645 
I  was  abawed  for  merv^le. 
For  ever,  the  ftdrer  that  it  was, 
The  more  I  am  boonden  in  Loves  laas. 

Longe  I  abood  there,  soth  to  saye. 
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Til  BialaooU  I  gan  to  pxaye,  3^ 

Whan  that  I  saw  him  in  no  "wyae 

To  me  wamen  his  Mrvyae, 

That  he  me  wolde  grannte  a  thing, 

Which  to  remembre  is  wel  sitting ; 

This  is  to  sayne,  thai  of  his  grace      36155 

He  wolde  me  ye^e  loyser  and  spaoe 

To  me  that  was  so  desirous 

To  have  a  kissing  pveoions 

Of  the  goodlgr  freshe  rose, 

That  fswetely  smeUeth  i»  my  nose  \  $660 

*  For  if  it  yon  displesed  nought, 

I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 

Haye  a  oos  therof  freely 

Ofyonryeft;  fi>r«ertainly 

I  wol  non  have  but  by  your  leve,        3665 

80  loth  me  were  you  for  to  greve.' 

He  sayde,  'Frond,  so  god  me  spede, 
Of  Chastite  I  have  suohe  drede. 
Thou  shuldest  not  warned  be  for  me, 
But  I  dar  not,  for  Chastite.  3670 

Agayn  hir  dor  I  not  misdo, 
For  alwey  biddeth  i^e  me  so 
To  yeve  no  lover  leve  to  kisse ; 
For  who  therto  may  winnen,  y-wis^ 
He  of  the  surplus  of  the  pray  3675 

Hay  live  in  hope  to  get  som  day. 
For  who  so  kissing  may  attayne, 
Of  loves  peyne  hath,  soth  to  sayne, 
The  beste  and  most  avenaunt, 
And  emest  of  the  remenaunt*  3680 

Of  his  answers  I  syghed  sore ; 
I  durst  assays  him  iho  no  more, 
I  had  snbh  drede  to  greve  him  ay. 
A  man  shulde  not  to  muohe  assays 
To  chafe  his  ireod  cut  of  mesure,       3685 
Kor  put  his  lyf  in  aventure ; 
For  no  man  at  the  firste  stroke  . 
Ne  may  nat  feUe  doon  an  <^ ; 
Nor  of  the  reisins  have  the  vryno, 
Til  grapes  fxype  and  wel  ai^n^         3690 
Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure, 
And  diawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I,  forpeyned  wonder  stronge, 
fThought  that  I  abood  right  longe 
Aftir  the  kis,  in  peyne  and  wo,  3695 

Sith  I  to  kis  desyred  so : 
Til  that,  frewizig  oi^  my  distresses 
Ther  fto  me  Venus  the  goddesse, 
Which  t^  werreyeth  Chastite, 
Came  of  hir  graoe,  to  socoure  me,      3700 


Whos  might  is  knowe  fer  and  vryde,^ 

For  she  is  modir  of  Oupyde, 

The  Gk>d  of  Love,  blinde  as  stoon. 

That  helpith  lovers  many  oon. 

This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  bond  37015 

Of  brenning  fyt  a  biasing  brond ; 

Wherof  the  flawme  and  bote  iyr 

Hath  many  a  lady  in  desyr 

Of  love  brought,  and  sore  het. 

And  in  hir  servise  hir  fhertes  set.      3710 

This  lady  was  of  good  entayle. 

Bight  wondj^^ful  of  apparayle ; 

By  hir  atyre  aq  bright  and  shene, 

Men  might  perceyve  wel,  and  seen. 

She  was  not  of  religioun.  3715 

Nor  I  nil  make  mencioun 

Nor  of  [hir]  robe,  nor  of  tresour, 

Of  broche,  fnor  of  hir  riche  attour ; 

Ke  of  hir  girdil  aboute  hir  syde. 

For  that  I  nil  not  long  abyde.  3720 

But  knowith  wel,  that  oerteynly 

She  was  arayed  richely. 

Devoyd  of  pryde  oertejm  she  was ; 

To  BialaooU  she  wente  a  pas. 

And  to  him  shortly,  in  a  clause,         3725 

She  seide  :  *  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 

Ye  been  of  port  so  daungerous 

Unto  this  lover,  and  dejmous. 

To  graunte  him  no-thing  but  a  kis  ? 

To  weme  it  him  ye  doon  amis ;  3730 

Sith  wel  ye  wote,  how  that  he 

Is  Loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see. 

And  hath  beaute,  wher-through  Pie]  is 

Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blis. 

How  he  is  semely,  biholde  and  see,     3735 

How  he  is  four,  how  he  is  free. 

How  he  is  swote  and  debonair, 

Of  age  yong,  lusty,  and  fair. 

Ther  is  no  lady  so  hauteyne, 

Duchesse,  countosse,  ne  chasteleyne,  3740 

That  I  nolde  holde  hir  ungoodly 

For  to  refuse  him  outerly. 

His  breeth  is  also  good  and  swete. 

And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  mete 

Only  to  fpleyen,  and  to  kisse.  3745 

Graunte  him  a  kis,  of  gentilnesse ! 

His  teeth  am  also  whyte  and  dene ; 

Me  thinkith  wrong,  withouten  wene, 

If  ye  now  weme  him,  trusiith  me, 

To  graunte  that  a  kis  have  he ;  3750 

The  lasse  fto  helpo  him  that  ye  haste, 
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Tlie  more  tym»  ihiil  ye  ^vmU.' 

Whan  the  flawme  of  the  Teny  farond, 
That  Yenna  hron^t  in  hir  ri^^t  hond. 
Had  Bialaooil  iiith  hete  fmete,  3755 

Anoon  he  fhad,  withonten  lette, 
Ghrannte  to  me  the  rooe  kiise. 
Than  of  my  peyne  I  gan  to  liase, 
And  to  the  roee  anoon  wente  I, 
AndkisdditAilfBHhftilly.  3760 

Thar  no  man  aske  if  I  wm  hlythe, 
Whan  the  savour  loft  and  lythe 
Strook  to  myn  herte  ^thonte  more, 
And  me  alegged  of  my  lore, 
80  was  I  All  of  joye  and  hliflfe.  3765 

It  if  £ur  aich  a  floor  to  kiaw, 
It  mm  ao  swote  and  saverona. 
I  might  not  he  lo  angniimhooi, 
niat  I  mote  glad  and  joly  be, 
Whan  that  I  rememhre  me.  '3770 

Tit  ever  among,  lothly  to  leyn, 
I  so&e  noye  and  moohe  peyn. 

The  see  may  never  he  so  stil. 
That  with  a  litel  vrinde  it  fnil 
Ovorwhelme  and  tnme  also,  3775 

As  it  were  wood,  in  wawis  go. 
Aftir  the  calm  the  tronUe  sone 
Mot  folowe,  and  ohannge  as  the  mone. 
Bight  so  £Eureth  Love,  that  selde  in  oon 
Holdith  his  anker ;  for  right  anoon  3780 
Whan  they  in  sse  wene  best  to  live, 
Th^  been  with  tempest  al  fordrive. 
Who  serveth  Love,  can  telle  of  wo ; 
The  stonndemele  joye  mot  overgo. 
Now  he  hnrteth,  and  now  he  onreth,  3785 
Per  selde  in  00  poynt  Love  endnreth. 

How  is  it  right  me  to  procede, 
How  Shame  gan  medle  and  take  hcde, 
Thnrgh  whom  Mle  angres  I  have  had ; 
Andhowthestrongewalwasmaad,  3790 
And  the  castell  of  brede  and  lengthe, 
That  God  of  Love  wan  with  his  strengthe, 
Al  this  in  romance  wil  I  sette, 
And  for  no-thing  ne  wil  I  lette, 
So  that  it  lyking  to  hir  be,  3795 

That  is  the  floor  of  beaote ; 
For  she  may  best  my  laboor  qoyte, 
That  I  for  hir  love  shal  endyte, 

Wikkid-Tonge,  that  the  covyne 
Of  every  lover  can  devyne  3800 

Worst,  and  addith  more  somdel, 
(Var  Wikkid-Tonge  seith  never  wel). 


To  me-ward  bar  he  ri^t  gret  hate, 
Bspying  me  erij  and  late, 
TQ  he  hath  seen  the  gret(e]  ehere      3805 
Of  Bialaooil  and  me  y-fere. 
He  mi|^te  not  his  tonge  withstondo 
Worse  to  xeporte  than  he  fonde, 
He  was  so  All  of  eorsed  rage ; 
It  sat  him  wel  of  his  linage,  3810 

For  him  an  Irish  womman  bar. 
His  tonge  was  i^led  sharp,  and  sqoar, 
Poignaont  and  right  kerving, 
And  wonder  bitter  in  speking. 
For  whan  that  he  me  gan  espye,        j8ij 
He  swoor,  alferming  sikirly, 
Bitwene  Bialaooil  and  me 
Was  yvel  aqoiQnitanmoe  and  privee* 
He  spak  therof  so  fdily, 
Thatheawakid  Jelooqr;  38J0 

Which,  al  afrayed  in  his  ryaing, 
Whan  that  he  herds  [him]  jangling, 
He  ran  anoon,  as  he  were  wood. 
To  Bialaooil  ther  that  he  stood ; 
Which  hadde  levsr  in  this  caas  9825 

Have  been  at  Beynes  or  Amyas ; 
For  foot-hoot,  in  his  fehmye 
To  him  thos  seide  Jeloosye  :— 
*  Why  hast  thoo  been  so  necligent. 
To  kepen,  whan  I  was  absent,  3830 

This  verger  here  left  in  thy  ward  ? 
To  me  thoo  haddist  no  reward, 
To  troste  (to  thy  eonAisioon) 
Him  thos,  to  whom  sospeooioon 
I  have  rii^t  greet,  ft»r  it  is  nede ;       3835 
It  is  wel  shewed  by  the  dede. 
Oreet  fiuite  in  thee  now  have  I  foonde ; 
By  god,  anoon  thoo  shalt  be  boonde. 
And  ftste  loken  in  a  toor, 
Withoote  refbyt  or  soooor.  3840 

For  Shame  to  long  hath  be  thee  fro ; 
Over  sone  she  was  aga 
Whan  thoo  hast  lost  bothe  drede  andfare, 
It  semed  wel  she  was  not  here. 
She  was  [not]  bisy,  in  no  wyse,  3845 

To  kepe  thee  and  [to]  ohastyse. 
And  for  to  helpen  Chastitee 
To  kepe  the  roser,  as  thinkith  me. 
For  than  this  boy-knave  so  boldely 
Ne  sholde  not  have  be  hardy,  3850 

[Ne]  in  this  fverger  had  sooh  game. 
Which  now  me  tumeth  to  gret  shiune.' 
Bialaooil  nist  what  to  sey ; 
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Fal  fiiyn  he  wolde  have  fled  rnvmy. 

For  fere  han  hid,  nere  than  he  3QS5 

Al  sodoynly  took  him  with  me. 

And  whan  I  sangh  he  hadde  so, 

This  Jelotufye,  take  ns  two, 

I  was  astoned,  and  knew  no  rede, 

But  fledde  aw^  for  verrey  drede.       3860 

Than  Shame  oam  forth  ftil  simply ; 
She  wende  have  trespaoed  tal  gretly ; 
Humble  of  hir  port,  and  made  it  simple, 
Wering  a  vayle  in  stede  of  wimple, 
As  nonnis  doon  in  hir  abbey.  3865 

Bioanse  hir  herte  was  in  affiray. 
She  gan  to  speke,  within  a  throwe, 
To  Jelonaye,  right  wonder  lowe. 
First  of  his  grace  she  bisooght. 
And  seide  : — *  Sire,  ne  leveth  nought  3870 
Wikkid-Tonge,  that  fals  espye. 
Which  is  so  glad  to  feyne  and  lye. 
He  hath  yon  maad,  thnrgh  flatoring. 
On  Bialacoil  a  taJm  losing. 
His  fJAlsnesse  is  not  now  anew,  3875 

It  is  to  long  that  he  him  knew. 
This  is  not  the  firste  day ; 
For  Wikkid-Tonge  hath  cnstom  ay 

Tong^  folkis  to  bewreye, 

And  fUse  lesinges  on  hem  fleye.        3880 
*  Yit  nevertheles  I  see  among, 

That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 

Of  Bialacoil,  hertis  to  lore. 

In  Loves  servise  for  to  endure. 

Drawing  snohe  folk  him  to^  3885 

That  he  had  no-thing  with  to  do ; 

Bat  in  sothnesse  I  trowe  nought. 

That  BialaooU  hadde  ever  in  thought 

To  do  trespace  or  vilanye  ; 

Bat,  for  his  modir  Okirteqye  3890 

Hath  taoght  him  ever  [for]  to  be 

Good  of  aqaeyntaonoe  and  privee ; 

For  he  loveth  non  hevinesse. 

Bat  mirthe  and  pley,  and  al  gladnesse ; 

He  hateth  alle  ftreoheroos,  3^ 

Soleyn  folk  and  envioos ; 

For  [wel]  ye  witen  how  that  he 

Wol  ever  glad  and  joyAil  be 

Honestly  with  folk  to  pley. 

I  have  be  negligent.  In  good  fby,        3900 

To  chastise  him ;  therfore  now  I 

Of  herte  +orye  yoa  here  mercy, 

That  I  have  been  so  recheles 

To  tamen  him,  withoaten  lees. 


Of  myfolylmerepente;  3905 

Now  wol  I  hool  sette  myn  entente 
To  kepe,  bothe  floade  and  stille, 
Bialacoil  to  do  yoar  wille.' 

*  Shame,  Shame,'  seyde  JeloaiQr, 
*  To  be  bitrasshed  gret  drede  have  I.  3910 
Lecherye  hath  olombe  so  hye. 
That  almost  blered  is  myn  ye ; 
No  wonder  is,  if  that  drede  have  L 
Ove^al  regnith  Leohezy, 
Whos  might  [yit]  growith  night  and  day. 
Bothe  in  doistre  and  in  abbey  3916 

Chastite  is  werreyed  over-aL 
Therfore  I  wol  with  siker  wal 
Close  bothe  roses  and  roser. 
I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  39^0 

Left  hem  ondosid  wilftilly ; 
Wherfore  I  am  right  inwaxdiy 
Sorowfhl  and  repente  me. 
Bat  now  they  shal  no  longer  be 
Unolosid  ;  and  yit  I  drede  sore,  3935 

I  shal  repente  ferthermore. 
For  the  game  goth  al  amis. 
Ooonsel  I  fmot  [take]  newe,  y-wi& 
I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee. 
Bat  now  it  shal  no  longer  be ;  3930 

For  he  may  best,  in  every  cost, 
Disoeyve,  that  men  tristen  most. 
I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent, 
Bat-if  I  sette  my  ftd  entent 
Bemedye  to  parveye.  3935 

Therfore  close  I  shal  the  wis3^ 
Fro  hem  that  wol  the  rose  espye, 
And  o(»ne  to  wayte  me  vilanye. 
For,  in  good  feith  and  in  troathe, 
I  wol  not  lette,  for  no  sloathe,  3940 

To  live  the  more  in  sikimesse, 
fTo  make  anoon  a  forteresse, 
fTo  enclose  the  roses  of  good  savoor. 
In  middis  shal  I  make  a  toar 
To  patte  Bialacoil  in  piisoan,  3945 

For  ever  I  drede  me  of  tresoan. 
I  trowe  I  shal  him  kepe  so. 
That  he  shal  have  no  might  to  go 
Aboate  to  make  oompanye 
To  hem  that  thenke  of  vilanye ;         3990 
Ne  to  no  sach  as  hath  ben  here 
Afom,  and  foande  in  him  good  chore, 
Which  han  assailed  him  to  shende. 
And  with  hir  trowandyse  to  blende. 
A  fool  is  eyth  [for]  to  bigyle ;  3955 
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Bat  may  I  lyr*  a  litel  wUle, 

He  shal  fortlMBke  Ixis  fiur  lemblwuit.' 

And  with  that  word  oam  Drade  ftVMilit, 
Whioh  WM  abMdhed,  and  in  gnt  fare, 
Whan  ha  witte  J«knM|F«  wag  thcra   9960 
He  waa  jfar  dreda  in  miflh  aftaj, 
That  not  a  word  dozste  ha  wts^f 
Bat  qnakiDg  itood  ftil  stilla  aloon, 
Til  Jeloiiiye  hia  wegr  waa  goon, 
Save  Shama,  that  him  not  fonook;   9965 
Boihe  Drede  and  ihe  fU  tore  qnook ; 
rni]  that  at  laste  Dzeda  abrayde, 
And  to  hii  oodn  Shame  Miyde : 
*  Shame,' he  Mide,  *  in  sothlbatnMM, 
To  me  it  Is  giM  herineeie,  3970 

That  the  noyse  so  ftr  Is  go. 
And  the  solaondre  of  ns  two. 
Bat  sith  that  it  is  [so]  Ufldle, 
We  may  it  not  ageyn  [do]  eaUe, 
Whan  onis  sprongen  is  a  fhme.  9975 

For  many  a  yeer  withooten  Uame 
We  han  been,  and  many  a  day ; 
For  many  an  April  and  many  a  May 
W«  han  [yhMMMed,  not  [a)dumied. 
Til  Jeloosye  hath  as  blamed  3980 

Of  mistmst  and  sospecioon 
Gaoseles,  withonten  enohesooA. 
Go  we  to  Daonger  hastily, 
And  late  as  shewe  him  openly. 
That  he  hath  not  aright  [y>WTOiight,  39Q5 
Whan  that  he  sette  nought  his  thottght 
To  hflpe  hotter  the  porpryse ; 
In  his  doing  he  is  not  wyse. 
He  hath  to  as  [y}-do  gret  wron^, 
That  hath  sofbred  now  so  long  3990 

Bialaooil  to  hate  his  wHle, 
Alia  his  lostes  to  ftiUDle. 
Bb  most  amende  it  atterly. 
Or  ellis  shal  he  fvilaynsly 
Xiyled  he  oat  of  this  londe ;  3995 

For  he  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 
Of  JeUmsy^  nor  the  greef , 
Sith  Bialacoil  is  at  mischeefl* 

To  Daonger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 
The  righte  wey  hen  [bothe  a>goon.   4000 
The  cherl  th^  fbanden  hem  aftyrn 
Ligging  tmdir  an  hawethom. 
Undlr  his  heed  no  pilowe  was, 
Bat  in  the  stede  a  trasse  of  gras. 
He  sXomhred,  and  a  nappe  he  took,    40^5 
Til  Shame  piUmsly  him  shook, 


And  greet  manaiM  on  him  gan  make^ 

*Why  slepistthoawh^nthon  shold  wakaf 

Qaod  Shame;  *  than  dost  as  vilaaya  t 

Who  txistith  tlvte,  he  doth  Iblyei       4010 

To  kepe  roaoi  or  hotoani, 

Whan  they  ben  fldrain  hir  ssgnnnii 

Thoa  art  woKO  to  ftmUiert 

Where  thou  ihtdda  be  stranage  of  ehere, 

Stoatofthyport^xedy  togreve.        4015 

Thoa  dost  gret  fidy  Ibir  to  leve 

Bialaooil  here-in,  to  oidle 

The  yonder  man  to  sheaden  as  aOa. 

Though  that  thoa  alepe,  we  may  here 

Of /eloasie  gret  neyse  here.  4000 

Art  thoa  now  lataP  lyse  up  fia  hy, 

And  stoppe  sons  aaad  deUrtrly 

AHe  the  gappia  ef  the  hay ; 

Do  no  fkvoar,  Z  thee  pray. 

It  fUlith  no-thing  to  thy  name  4025 

fMakefSikirsembla&itt,  where  thoa  aoaist 


*  If  BialaooU  be  swale  and  free, 
Dogged  and  fel  thoa  sholdist  he ; 
Froward  and  oatrageoas,  y-wis ; 
A  cherl  ehaangeth  that  eorteis  is.     4030 
This  have  I  herd  oAe  in  seying, 
That  man  [ne]  m^,  i»r  no  daontiag, 
Make  a  speriiaoke  of  a  boearde. 
Alia  men  wole  holde  thee  for  mosarde. 
That  debonair  have  foanden  thee ;     4035 
It  sit  thee  noo^t  earteis  to  be ; 
To  do  men  plesaonoe  or  servyse, 
In  thee  it  is  reoreanndyse. 
Let  thy  werkis,  ftr  and  nere. 
Be  lyke  thy  name,  which  is  Daangere.' 

Than,  al  abawid  in  shewing,  4041 

Anoon  spak  Dreed,  ri^t  thas  seying. 
And  seide,  *  Daonger,  I  drede  me 
That  thoo  ne  wolt  [not]  bisy  be 
To  kepe  that  thoo  hast  to  kepe ;        4045 
Whan  thoo  ditildistwBke,thoaart  aidepe. 
Thoo  Shalt  be  grered  oerteynly. 
If  thee  aspye  Jeloosy, 
Or  if  he  flnde  thee  in  Uame. 
He  hath  to-day  assailed  ISiame,  4050 

And  chased  awey,  with  gret  manaoe, 
Bialaooil  oot  of  this  place, 
And  swereth  shortly  that  he  dial 
Bnoloee  him  in  a  stordy  wal ; 
And  al  is  for  thy  w&kednesse,  4055 

For  that  thee  &ileth  straongenesse. 
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Thyn  herte,  I  trowe,  be  fiuled  al ; 

Thou  Shalt  repente  in  special, 

If  Jelonsye  the  sothe  knetee ; 

Thou  Shalt  fbrthenke,  and  sore  rewe.*  4060 

With  that  the  oherl  his  olabbe  gan  shake, 
Fnmning  his  eyen  gan  to  make, 
And  hidons  ohere ;  as  man  in  rage, 
For  ire  he  brente  in  his  visage. 
Whan  that  he  herde  him  blamed  80,4065 
He  seide,  *  Oat  of  my  wit  I  go ; 
To  be  discomfit  I  have  gret  wrong. 
Gertis,  I  have  now  lived  to  long, 
Sith  I  may  not  this  doser  kepe ; 
Al  qnik  I  wolde  be  dolvan  depe,         4070 
If  any  man  shal  more  repeire 
Into  this  garden,  for  fonle  or  faire. 
Myn  herte  for  ire  goth  arfere, 
That  I  lete  any  entre  hera 
I  have  do  fbly,  now  I  see,  4075 

But  now  it  shal  amended  be. 
Who  settith  foot  here  any  more, 
Truly,  he  shal  repente  it  sore ; 
For  no  man  mo  into  this  place 
Of  me  to  entre  shal  have  grace.         4080 
Lever  I  hadde,  with  vwerdis  tw^yne, 
Thnrgh-ont  myn  herte,  in  every  veyne 
Peroed  to  be,  with  many  a  woonde. 
Than  sloathe  shulde  in  me  be  foonde. 
From  bennesforth,  hy  night  or  day,  4085 
I  shal  defende  it,  if  I  may, 
Withoaten  any  ezcepoionn 
Of  eoh  maner  oondioionn  ; 
And  if  I  fany  ^lan  it  graonte, 
Holdeth  me  for  reoreaonte.*  4090 

Than  Dannger  on  his  feet  gan  stonde. 
And  hente  a  bordoon-  in  his  honde. 
Wroth  in  his  ire,  ne  lefte  he  nought, 
Bnt  thnrgh  the  verger  he  hath  sought. 
If  he  might  flnde  hole  or  trace,  4095 

Wher-thurgh  thatme[n]motforthl](y  pace^ 
Or  any  gappe,  he  dide  it  dose. 
That  no  man  mighte  tonche  a  rose 
Of  the  roser  al  aboute ; 
He  diitteth  every  man  withonte.        4100 

Thus  day  by  day  Dannger  is  wers, 
More  wondir^  and  more  divers, 
And  feller  eek  than  ever  he  was ; 
For  him  ftil  oft  I  singe  *  alias  ! ' 
For  I  ne  may  nought,  thurgh  his  ire,  4105 
Beoover  that  I  most  desire. 
Myn  herte,  alias,  wol  brest  a>two, 


For  Bialacoil  I  wratthed  sa 

For  oerteynly ,  in  eveiy  membre 

I  quake,  whan  I  me  remembre  4x10 

Of  the  botoun,  which  [that]  I  wolde 

FuUe  ofbe  a  day  seen  and  biholde. 

And  whan  I  thenke  upon  the  kisse, 

And  how  mnohe  jaye  and  blisse 

I  hadde  thiiigh  the  savour  swete,       41 15 

For  wante  of  it  I  grone  and  grete. 

Me  thenkith  I  fele  yit  in  my  nose 

The  swete  savour  of  the  rose. 

And  now  I  woot  that  I  mot  go 

So  fer  the  fresshe  flouree  tro^  4ix> 

To  me  All  weloome  were  the  deeth ; 

Absens  therof,  alias,  me  sleeth ! 

For  whylom  with  this  rose,  alias, 

I  touched  nose,  mouth,  and  Uce ; 

But  now  the  deeth  I  must  abydiB.       4195 

But  Love  consente,  another  lyde, 

That  onis  I  touche  may  and  kisse, 

I  trowe  my  peyne  shal  never  lissei 

Theron  is  al  my  coveityse. 

Which  brent  myn  herte  in  many  wysa 

Now  shal  repaire  agayn  sighinge,       4131 

liong  waoche  on  nightis,  and  no  slaplnge; 

Thought  in  wisshing,  torment,  and  wo. 

With  many  a  taming  to  and  fro, 

That  half  my  poyne  I  can  not  telle.    4135 

For  I  am  fieJlen  into  helle 

From  paradys  and  welthe,  the  more 

My  torment  greveth ;  more  and  more 

Anoyeth  now  the  bittimesse. 

That  I  tofom  have  felt  swetneese.      4140 

And  Wikkid-Tunge,  thar|^  his  fislshede, 

Causeth  al  my  wo  and  drede. 

On  me  he  leyeth  a  pitous  ohaxge, 

Bicause  his  tunge  was  to  large. 

Now  it  is  tyme,  shortly  that  I         4145 
Telle  you  som-thing  of  Jelousy, 
That  was  in  gret  suq;>ecionn. 
Abonte  him  lefte  he  no  masonn, 
That  stoon  coude  leye,  ne  querronr ; 
He  hired  hem  to  make  a  tour.  4150 

And  first,  the  roses  for  to  kepe, 
Aboute  hem  made  he  a  diche  depe, 
Bight  wondir  laige,  and  also  brood ; 
Upon  the  whiohe  also  stood 
Of  squared  stoon  a  sturdy  wal,  415$ 

Which  on  a  cragge  was  foimded  al, 
And  right  gret  thikkenesse  eek  it  bar. 
Abouten,  it  was  foanded  squar, 
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An  Imndirvd  fiulome  on  •very  iydt, 

It  WM  aX  liohe  longe  mnd  -vryda.  4160 

Laci  any  ts^me  it  w«r«  Mn^iad, 

Fal  wel  abonte  H  wm  l»«ayl«d ; 

And  round*  «nTiro«n  6«k  wen  Ml 

JTiil  many  a  sioha  and  fiiir  toiUTitk 

At«veiyoom«rofthiflwal  41^ 

Was  Mt  a  tour  tal  prino^Nd ; 

And  eyerkfa  hadde,  irHhouta  &bl6| 

A  porte-oolya  defanaabla 

To  kspe  of  enamua,  and  to  grsre, 

Ibat  there  hlr  Ibxee  wolda  prevB.       4170 

And  eek  aaudde  this  pnipcyie 

Waa  mead  a  tour  of  gxet  naiafccyee  { 

A  iaizer  aaogh  no  miui  with  aisht, 

Large  and  wyde,  and  of  gret  mighk 

Thay  [ne]  dredde  noon  ■■■ant  4175 

Of  ginne,  gonna,  nor  skaiEMit 

[For]  the  tempnue  ef  the  mortere 

Waa  maad  of  liconr  wonder  dare ; 

Of  qoikhe  lyme  persant  and  egre, 

The  which  waa  tempred  with  irinegra 

The  atoon  waa  hard  fai  adamant,      4181 

Wherof  they  made  the  foondemenk 

The  toor  wae  lonnde,  maad  in  oompaa ; 

In  al  thia  world  no  rioher  waa, 

Ne  better  ordeignedtherwithaL         4i«5 

Ahonte  the  toor  wae  maad  a  wal, 

80  that,  Utwizt  that  and  the  tour, 

fBoaera  were  aet  of  awake  •avonr, 

With  many  zoe«i  that  they  here. 

And  eek  within  the  oaetel  were  4190 

Springoldea,  gnnnea,  bowa,  asehera  i 

And  eek  above,  atte  ooman^ 

Ken  acyn  over  the  walle  atonde 

Oxete  engynea,  fwhiohe  were  nl^  honde ; 

And  in  the  kernela,  here  and  there,   4195 

Of  arUaatera  gzet  plentee  were. 

Koon  armnre  might  hir  atroke  with- 

■tonde, 
It  were  fdy  to  preoe  to  honde. 
Without  the  diohe  were  liatea  made, 
With  walleabatayled  huge  and  faradMJOo 
For  men  and  bora  ahnlde  not  att^yne 
To  neigh  the  diohe  over  the  pleyne. 
Ihna  JeloQiye  hath  environn 
Set  aboate  hia  gamiaonn 
With  waUea  ronnde,  and  diohe  d^e,  4305 
Only  the  loeer  for  to  kepe. 
And  Dannger  [eek],  eriy  and  late 
The  k^ea  ka]^  of  the  utter  gate, 


The  whioh  openeth  toward  the  eeat^ 
And  he  hadde  with  him  atte  least      4210 
Thritty  aervanntea,  eohon  by  name. 

That  other  gate  kepie  Shame, 
Whioh  openede,  aa  it  was  oouth, 
Toward  the  parte  of  the  aouth. 
Sergeauntee  asrigped  were  hiz  to        4415 
Fnl  many,  hir  wiUe  to  to  da 

Than  Drede  hadde  in  hir  baillye 
The  kepiag  of  the  oooestaUeiye, 
Toward  the  north,  I  undiistoode. 
That  opened  upon  the  left  honde,       4jju 
The  whioh  for  no-thing  mt^  be  sure, 
But-if  she  do  [hir]  buqr  oare 
Edy  on  mocowe  and  also  late, 
Strongly  to  ahette  and  bMre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  she  may  see         4235 
Drede  is  a&rd,  wher-ao  aha  be ; 
For  with  a  puffof  litel  winde 
Drede  is  astonied  in  hir  minde. 
Therfore,  for  stelinge  of  the  rose, 
I  rede  hir  nought  the  yate  unclose.    4430 
A  f oolis  flight  wol  make  hir  flee. 
And  eek  a  shadows,  if  she  it  see. 

Thanne  Wikked-Tunge,  ftil  of  envye, 
With  soudionrs  of  Normandye, 
As  he  that  oanseth  al  the  bate,  4435 

Was  kqper  of  the  fourthe  gate, 
And  also  to  the  tothar  three 
He  went  ftil  ofte,  lor  to  see. 
Whan  his  lot  was  to  wake  a-night, 
Hia  instmmentia  wolde  he  dight»      4040 
For  to  blows  Aud  make  aoun, 
Ofter  than  he  hath  enohesonn ; 
And  walken  oft  upon  the  wal, 
Comers  and  wikettis  over-al 
Ful  narwe  serohen  and  sspye ;  4HS 

Though  he  novght  fond,  yit  wolda  he  lye. 
Disoordannt  ever  tro  armonye, 
And  distoned  firom  melodye, 
Controve  he  wolde,  and  loule  fiiyls. 
With  hompypes  of  Comewayle.  4J50 

In  floytes  made  he  disoordaunoe. 
And  in  his  musik,  with  inisohaiinoe, 
He  wolde  avyn^  with  notes  news, 
That  he  [ne]  fond  no  womman  tirewe, 
Ke  that  he  sangh  never,  in  his  lyi;     4355 
Unto  hir  husbonde  a  trewe  wyf ; 
Ne  noon  so  tol  of  honestee, 
That  she  nil  langhe  and  mety  be 
Whan  that  she  hereth,  or  mai^  espye, 
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A  man  speken  of  lecheryo.  4060 

Bwrioh  of  hem  htMx  somme  ryoe ; 

Oon  i»  dishonfist,  anothev  Im  agroe ; 

If  oon  be  All  of  vikmy  e, 

Another  hath  a  likenras  y» ; 

If  oon  be  fhl  of  wantonewo,  496$ 

Another  is  a  ohideresse. 

Thus  Wikked-Tonge  ^ed  yeve  him 
shame  I) 
Can  patte  hem  everiehone  in  blamte 
Withonte  desert  mai.  eauseles ; 
He  lyeth,  though  th^  bee»  gittles.    427^ 
I  have  pits  to  seem  tile  sorwe, 
That  fwaketh  bothe  ere  and  movwe^ 
To  innooents  doth  fRUsh  grevannoe ; 
I  prs7  fifod  yeve  him  ervel  ohaoBoe, 
That  he  ever  so  bi«y  is  4275 

Of  anywomman  to  seyn  amis ! 

£ek  Jelonsys  ts^  oonfimnd^ 
That  hath  [y>maad  a  tour  so  rovnde, 
And  made  aboote  a  gaiisoon 
TosetteBialacoil'in^nsoiinf  4960 

The  which  is  shot  there  in  the  tour, 
Fal  longe  to  h<dde  there  s^jonr, 
There  for  to  live[n}  in  penannee. 
And  for  to  do  him  more  grevanmoe, 
fTher  hath  ordeyned  Jeloosye  4185 

An  olde  vekke«  'tot  to  espye 
The  manor  of  his  geremaimee ; 
The  whiche  develt  in  hi^  enflMmoe, 
Had  lemed  [mnok^  of  Loves  art) 
Andof  hispl«yesteokhirpaii|        4090 
She  was  fezpert  in  hi^servysa. 
She  knew  eoh  wrenehe  aftd  e^ery  gyse 
Of  love,  and  eveiy  [l<yveMs]  wyle, 
It  was  [the]  htfder  hir  to  gylik 
Of  Bialaooil  she  to(A  ay  hedoi  4*95 

That  ever  he  liveth  in  wo  and  dffede. 
He  kepte  him  coy  and  eek  ptiwe^ 
Lest  in  him  she  hadde  066 
Any  foly  coontenannce, 
For  she  knew  al  tlie  olde  daunod.       43cx> 
And  aftir  this,  whan  J^ousye 
Had  Bialaodl  in  his  baillye, 
And  shette  him  np  that  was  so  fimei 
For  senre  of  him  he  wolde  be, 
He  tmsteth  sore  in  his  oastel ;  4305 

The  stronge  werk  him  l^eth  weL 
He  dradde  nat  that  no  ^otoon* 
Sholde  stele  his  roses  or  botonns. 
The  xoiss  weren  assured  alle, 


Defenoed  with  ih/b  stronge  walla.        4510 
Kow  Jelonsye  fnl  wel  may  be 
Of  drede  devoid,  in  Uberteei   . 
Whether  that  he  slope  or  wake ; 
For  of  his  roses  mt^  noon  be  taka 

But  I,  alias,  now  moma shaL;         4515 
Biefbnse  I  was  without  the  waly 
Fol  moche  dole  and  mone  I  madfi. 
Who  hadde  wist  what  wo  I  hadda, 
I  trowe  he  wolde  have  had  pitea 
Love  to  deere  had  sold  to  me  4310 

T^  good  thai  of  his  love  hadie  L 
I  fwende  a  bought  it  al  qnsynt^ ; 
Bat  now,  thozgh  doaUing  of  my  psyn, 
I  see  he  wolde  it  selle  agsfn, 
And  me  a  newe  bargejm  lore,  4325 

The  which  al««t  the  move  is  derst 
For  the  solace  that  I  have  lom^ 
Than  I  hadde  it  never  afom. 
Certayn  I  am  ftil  lyl^  indeed. 
To  him  that  oast  in  erthekis  seed;    433d 
And  hath  joie  of  the  newespring, 
Whan  it  greneth  in  the  ginning, 
And  is  also  fUr  and  fresh  of  teir, 
Lusty,  to  seen,  swote  of  odour ; 
Bat  er  he  it  in  aheves  shore,  4335 

Hay  &lle  a  i^eder  that  shal  it  deze, 
And  make[n]  it  to  fiwto^and  &Ue, 
The  stalk,  thegwyn,  and  flooies  aUe; 
That  to  the  itHier  ia  fordone 
The  hope  thait  he  hadde  to  sona         4340 
I  drede,  certeyn,  that  so  tee  I ; 
For  hope  and  tmvaile  sikerly 
Ben  me  biraft  al  with  a  storm  ;• 
The  flonre^nil  sedan  of  my  eom. 
For  Love  hath  so  avaoneed  me,  4345 

Whan  I  bigan  my  pnvitee 
lb  BialaooU  al  for  to  telle, 
Whom  I  ne  fond  froward-ne  fotte^. 
Bat  took  a-gree  al  hool  my  play; 
Bat  Love  is  of  so  hard  assey,  4350 

That  al  at  onis  he  roved  me, 
Whan  I  fwend  best  aboven  have  be. 
It  is  of  Love,  asef  Fortone, 
That  ir^ftn^^gp*^  ofte,  and  nil  oontane ; 
Which  whylom  wol  en  folks  saao^    435!» 
And  gloambe  on  hem  another  whyle ; 
Now  freend,  now  foo,  [then]  shalt  hir  fole, 
For  [in]  a  twinkUng  toameth  hir  v^ieel. 
She  can  wiythe  hir  heed  awey, 
Thisistkeoonooorsofhirpley;         4360 
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She  em  jureiyM  thM  doth  monia^ 

And  wMrle  adown,  And  orwiurne 

Who  sitUth  hk^hrt,  •t«l  as  bir  flirt ; 

A  fool  ifl  he  that  ifd  hir  triat 

For  it  fam  I  that  am  oom  donn         45^ 

ThoTgh  fdianga  and  revolvoioiin  I 

Sith  Bialaooil  mot  tto  me  twinne, 

Shot  in  the  pxisoim  yond  ^thinne, 

His  ahsenoe  at  myn  herta  I  fala ; 

FaralmyjoTeandalmynhela         4370 

Was  in  him  and  in  the  rose, 

That  bttt  Ton  fwal,  whieh  him  doth  elosa, 

Open,  that  I  may  him  sea, 

Love  nil  not  that  I  eared  he 

Of  the  Paynes  that  I  endore,  4375 

Nor  of  my  cmel  a^entare. 

A,  Bialaooi],  myn  owne  dsfe ! 
Ihonghthoa  he  now  a  prisoneM, 
Kepe  atte  leste  thyn  herte  to  me, 
And  soifre  not  that  it  daonted  he ;     4380 
Ke  lat  not  Jehra^ye,  in  his  lage, 
Patten  thyn  herte  -hi  no  servage. 
AHhoQ^  he  ehastioe  thee  witho«te, 
And  make  thy  hody  imto  him  lonte^ 
Have  herte  as  hard  as  dyamaont,       438^ 
Stede&st)  and  nought  pliannt } 
In  prisoim  though  thy  body  be, 
At  large  kepe  thyn  herte  fk«e. 
A  trswB  herte  vnl  not  plye 
"For  no  manaoe  that  it  may  diye.       4990 
If  Jeloosye  doth  thee  pagme, 
Qayte  him  his  whyle  thas  ageyne, 
To  venge  thee,  atte  leest  in  thooi^t. 
If  other  way  ^on  mayest  noogfat ; 
And  in  this  wyse  sotally  43^ 

Worche,  and  winne  the  utJstvy. 
But  yit  I  am  in  gret  aAay 
Lest  thon  do  not  as  I  my  j 
I  drede  thon  canst  me  greet  maagrse, 
That  thon  emprisoned  art  ^  me ;     4400 
Bat  that  [is]  not  tor  my  trespas, 
For  thnrgh  me  never  discovered  was 
Yit  thing  that  oiighte  be  seoree. 
Wei  more  anoy  [ther]  is  in  me, 
Than  is  in  thee,  of  tlds  misehamnee ;  4405 
For  I  endure  more  hard  penatmoe 
Than  any  [man]  can  seyn  or  thinks, 
that  for  the  soxwe  almost  I  sinke. 
Whan  I  reknembre  me  of  my  wo, 
Folnyg^oatof  my  witlgo.  4410 

Inwanl  myn  herte  I  fUe  bledei 


For  oomfbitlM  the  deeth  I  dreda. 
Ow  I  not  wel  to  have  distreme, 
Whan  fklse,  thnrgh  hir  wikkednsne, 
And  traitocos,  that  am  envyoiSi        4415 
To  n<^yen  me  be  so  eongioas  f 
A,  Bialaeoa  I  Ad  well  see, 
That  they  hem  shape  to  disoiyv«  thee, 
To  make  thee  bosom  to  hir  Ikw, 
And  with  hir  oorde  thee  to  drawe      4410 
WheTiao  hem  last,  right  at  hhr  wil  | 
I  drede  thsy  have  thee  teoa^  thsrta 
Withoate  eomfert,  thoo^t  ma  slseth ; 
Tills  game  wol  biinge  me  to  my  death. 
Forifytmrfgodewillellese,  4415 

I  mote  be  deed;  I  may  aot  ehesii 
And  if  that  thoa  finyste  me^ 
Myn  herte  shal  never  in  lykiag  be } 
Nor  elles-whesa  flnde  solaoe, 
If  I  be  pat  oat  of  yoar  giaea,  4450 

As  it  shal  never  been,  I  hope; 
Than  shalde  I  fldls(n]  In  wanliopa, 

[J7st«,  ai  t  4070  0/  Ms  V^PSneh  text, 
•ndi  Os  Wfrk  a/  0.  da  Lorrk }  and 
hegim  fk6  work  a/ Jean  da  Mean.] 

ABas,  in  wanhopeKHnsy,  pardse  t 
For  I  wol  never  dispeired  be. 
If  Hope  me  £»ile,  than  am  I  4455 

Ungraoioos  and  anworthy ; 
In  Hope  I  wol  oomlbrted  be, 
For  Love,  whan  he  bitaoght  hir  me, 
Seide,  that  Hope,  wher-so  X  go, 
ghalde  ay  be  relees  to  my  wo.  4440 

Bat  what  and  she  my  balis  fcstei 
And  be  to  me  earteis  and  swete  ? 
She  is  in  nothing  fU  certeyn. 
Lovers  she  pat  in  ftil  gret  peyx^ 
And  makith  hem  with  wo  to  dela      4445 
Hir  iUr  biheest  diseeytwih  fele, 
F6r  rite  wel  Uhote,  sikirly^ 
AndiUlen  aftir  oatrelj^ 
A 1  that  is  a  Ad  noyoas  thing  I 
F(irmanyalover,inloving»  4450 

Hangeth  apon  hir,  and  trasteth  Ikst, 
Whiche  lese  hir  travel  at  the  last. 
Of  thing  to  oomen  rile  woot  right  noogfat ; 
Therf(»e,  if  it  be  wysly  sought, 
Hir  ooanseiUe,  foly  is  to  takSi  4455 

For  many  tymes,  "^han  she  wol  make 
A  All  good  siloginae,  I  dzede 
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That  aftirwanl  ther  shal  in  d«de 

Folwe  an  eyel  oondnflioan  ;  '^ 

ThU  pnt  me  in  oonAisioxm.  4460 

Fot  many  tymes  I  have  it  seen, 

That  many  hare  Ugyled  been, 

For  trust  that  they  have  set  in  Hope, 

Whioli  fel  hem  aftirward  a^slope. 

Bnt  natheles  yit,  gladly  she  wolde,  446!$ 
niat  he,  that  wol  him  with  hir  holde, 
Haddd  idle  tymes  fhis  pnrpos  dere, 
Withonte  deceyte,  or  any  were. 
That  she  desireth  sikirly ; 
Whan  I  hir  Uamed,  I  did  foly.  4470 

Bnt  what  avayleth  hir  good  wille. 
Whan  she  ne  may  stannohe  my  stoonde 

me? 

That  helpith  litel,  that  she  may  do, 
Ontake  hiheeet  nnto  my  wo. 
And  heeste  oerteyn,  in  no  wyse,         4475 
Withonte  yifb,  is  not  to  fpryse. 

Whan  heest  and  deed  a-snndir  varie, 
They  doon  [me  have]  a  gret  oontrarie. 
Thus  am  I  possed  np  and  dotm 
With  dool,  thooght,  and  conAuioiin ;  4480 
Of  my  disese  ther  is  no  nonmbre. 
Daimger  and  Shame  me  enonmbre, 
Drede  also,  and  JeiofaBye^ 
And  T^nkked-Tonge,  fhl  of  envye, 
Ofwhiche  the  sharpe and  empire    44^5 
FqI  oft  me  pnt  in  gret  martire. 
They  han  my  joye  ftilly  let, 
Sith  Bialaooa  they  have  bishet 
Fro  me  in  prisoon  wikkidly. 
Whom  I  love  so  entierly,  4490 

That  it  wol  my  bane  be. 
Bat  I  the  soner  may  him  see. 
And  yit  moreover,  wmst  of  alle, 
Ther  is  set  to  kepe,  foQle  hir  bifiUle  t 
A  rimi^ed  vekke,  fer  ronne  in  age,     441)5 
Frowning  and  yelowe  in  hir  visage. 
Which  in  awayte  lyth  day  and  night. 
That  noon  of  hem  may  have  a  dgfat. ' 
Now  moot  my  sorwe  enforced  be ; 
Folsothitis,  thatLoveyafme  45x> 

Three  wonder  yiftetf  of  his  grace, 
Whioh  I  have  lom  now  in  this  place, 
Sith  they  ne  may,  withonte  drede, 
Helpen  bnt  litel,  who  taketh  hede. 
For  here  availeth  no  Swete-Thonght,  4505 
And  Swete-Speohe  helpith  right  nought. 
The  thridde  was  called  Swete-Loking, 


That  now  is  lorn,  withont  lesing. 

[The]  yifbes  were  fair,  but  not  foiihy 

They  helpe  me  but  simp[il]ly,  4510 

Bnt  Bialaooil  [may]  loosed  be, 

To  gon  at  large  and  to  be  free. 

For  him  my  lyf  lyth  al  in  dont, 

But-if  he  come  the  rather  out. 

Alias !  I  trowe  it  wol  not  been  1  4515 

For  how  shuld  I  evermore  him  seen  ? 

He  may  not  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

Bicause  the  tour  is  so  strong. 

How  shulde  he  out  ?  by  whos  prowease, 

Out  of  so  strong  a  fbrteresse?  45^0 

By  me,  oerteyn,  it  nil  be  do ; 

God  woot,  I  have  no  wit  therto  I 

But  wel  I  woot  I  was  in  rage, 

Whan  I  to  Love  dide  homage. 

Who  was  in  cause,  in  sothflutnesse,  4525 

But  hir-silf;  dame  Idalnesse, 

Whioh  me  conveyed,  thnigh  fiur  prayere, 

To  entre  into  that  fair  vergere  ? 

She  was  to  blame  me  to  leve, 

The  which  now  doth  me  sore  grevc  4530 

A  foolis  word  is  nought  to  trowe, 

Ne  worth  an  appel  for  to  lowe ; 

Men  shulde  him  snibbe  bittirly, 

At  piyme  temps  of  his  foly. 

I  was  a  fool,  and  she  me  leved,  4535 

Thurgh  whom  I  am  right  nought  releved. 

She  accomplisshed  al  my  wil, 

That  now  me  greveth  wondir  il. 

Besoun  me  seide  what  shulde  falle. 

Afoolmy-silf  Imay  welcalle,  4540 

That  love  asyde  I  had  not  leyde, 

And  trowed  that  dame  Besoun  seyde, 

Besoun  had  bothe  skile  and  right. 

Whan  she  me  blamed,  with  al  hir  might. 

To  medle  of  love,  that  hath  me  shent ; 

But  oertesm  now  I  wol  repent.  4546 

*  And  shulde  I  repent  ?    Nay,  parde  1 
A  falfl  traitour  than  shulde  I  be. 
The  develles  engins  wolde  me  take. 
If  I  my  f  lorde  wolde  forsake,  455^ 

Or  Bialacoil  fiUsly  bitraye. 
Shulde  I  at  misoheef  hate  him  ?  nay, 
Sith  he  now,  for  his  curtesye, 
Is  in  i^risoun  of  Jelousye. 
Curtesye  oerteyn  dide  he  me,  4555 

So  fmuohe,  it  may  not  yolden  be, 
Whan  he  the  hay  passen  me  lete, 
To  kisse  the  rose,  fiedre  and  swete  1 
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Shnlde  I  theifare  emme  him  nuMigxee? 
Nay,  oert«jnly,  it  ihal  no6  be ;  4560 

For  Lovtt  shal  nerer,  io^god  wil, 
H«n  of  me,  tJnurgh  -word  or  wil, 
OifSance  or  compUiynt,  more  or  lewo, 
Neither  of  Hope  n<»r  IdihieeM ; 
For  certis,  it  irere  wroBg  that  I  45^ 

Hated  hem  tor  hir  oarteeye. 
Ther  is  not  ellis,  bat  saiEre  and  thinke, 
And  iraken  whan  I  shnlde  winke ; 
Abyde  in  hope,  til  Lore,  thnrshohaiinoe, 
Sende  me  eoooor  or  allegeaonoe,         4570 
Expectant  10^  til  I  may  mete 
To  geten  merpy  of  that  iwete. 

*  Whylom  I  thinke  how  Lore  to  me 
Seyde  he  wolde  takfl(n}  Ktt(e]  gree 
My  eerviae,  if  nnpadenoe  4575 

Gaoeed  me  to  doon  offnibe. 
He  seyde,  '*  In  thank  I  shal  it  take, 
And  high  maister  eek  thee  make, 
If  wikkednesse  ne  leve  it  thee ; 
Bat  sone,  I  trowe,  that  shal  not  be.**  4580 
These  were  his  wovdis  by  and  by ; 
It  semed  he  lored  me  trewly. 
Now  is  ther  not  bat  serve  him  wele, 
If  that  I  thinke  his  thank  to  feU 
Uygood,myn  hann,  lyth  hoolinme; 
In  Love  may  no  de&ate  be ;  4586 

For  trewe  Love  i'^ulid  never  man. 
Sothly,  the  fiuxte  mot  nedis  than 
(As  God  forbede  0  be  foonde  in  me, 
And  how  it  oometh,  I  can  not  see.     4590 
Kow  lat  it  goon  as  it  may  go ; 
Whether  Love  wol  sooonre  me  or  slo, 
He  may  do  hool  on  me  his  wiL 
I  am  so  sore  Ixmnde  him  til, 
From  his  servyse  I  xaaj  not  fleen  (     4595 
For  lyf  and  deth,  withoaten  wene, 
Ib  in  his  hand ;  I  may  not  ohese  1 
He  may  me  do  bothe  winne  and  lese. 
And  sith  so  sore  he  doth  me  greve, 
Tit,  if  my  lost  he  w^de  aoheve         4600 
To  Bialaooil  goodly  to  be, 
I  yeve  no  force  what  felle  on  me. 
For  though  I  dye,  as  I  mot  nede, 
I  praye  Love,  of  his  goodlihede. 
To  Bialao<^  do  gentilnesBe,  4605 

For  whom  I  live  in  sooh  distresM, 
That  I  mote  deyen  for  penaonce. 
Bat  first,  withoote  repentannoe, 
I  wol  me  oon fosse  in  good.ententi 


And  make  in  haste  my  testament,     4610 
As  lovers  doon  that  fslen  smerte : — 
To  Bialaooil  leve  I  myn  herte 
Al  hool,  withonte  departing, 
Or  doaUenesse  of  repenting.' 

Oome&t  Baisoon  Tient  a  Ii'amant. 

Thos  as  I  made  my  passsge  4615 

In  oompleynt,  and  in  orael  rage. 
And  I  fnist  wher  to  flnde  a  lecbe 
That  ooathe  onto  myn  helping  eohe, 
Sodeynly  agayn  comen  doon 
Ont  of  hir  toar  I  saogh  Beeoan,         4620 
Discrete  and  wys,  and  ful  plesaant. 
And  of  hir  porte  ftil  avenaont. 
The  righte  wey  she  took  to  me, 
Which  stood  in  greet  perplexite. 
That  was  posihed  in  eveiy  aide,  4625 

That  I  nist  where  I  might  abyde, 
Til  she,  demorely  sad  of  chere, 
Seide  to  me  as  she  com  nere  . — 

'Mynowne  freend,  art  thoayit  greved? 
How  is  this  qoarel  yit  aoheved  4630 

Of  Loves  vyde  f    Anoon  me  telle ; 
Hast  thou  not  yit  of  love  thy  fiUe  ? 
Art  thoa  not  wery  of  thy  servyse 
That  thee  hath  [pyned]  in  sich  wyse? 
What  joye  hast  thoa  in  thy  loving  ?  4635 
Is  it  swete  or  bitter  thing  ? 
Canst  thoa  yit  obese,  lat  me  see. 
What  best  thy  socoor  mifl^te  be  ? 

'  ^Hioa  serveet  a  Ail  noUe  lord. 
That  maketh  thee  thral  for  thy  reward, 
Which  ay  renewith  thy  tarment,      4641 
With  foly  so  he  hath  thee  blent. 
Thoa  felle  in  mischeef  thilke  day, 
Whan  thoa  didest,  the  sothe  to  say, 
Obeysaonce  and  eek  homage ;  4645 

Thoa  wrooghtest  no-thing  as  the  sage. 
Whan  thoa  bioam  his  liege  man. 
Thou  didist  a  gret  foly  than  ; 
Thoa  wistest  not  what  fel  therto. 
With  what  lord  thoa  haddist  to  do.   4^50 
If  thoa  haddist  him  wel  knows, 
Thoa  haddist  noo^t  be  brought  so  lowe ; 
For  if  thoa  wistest  what  it  were, 
Thoa  noldist  serve  him  half  a  yeer, 
Not  a  weke,  nor  half  a  day,  4655 

Ke  yit  an  hour  withonte  delay, 
Ke  never  fhan  loved  paramoors. 
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His  lordship  is  so  ftal  of  shonres. 
Knowest  him  on^rht  P  * 

L'Amaunt.  *  Ye,  dame,  parde !  * 

JUaisoun,    *  Nay,  nay.* 

L'Amaunt,      *  Yes,  I.' 

Raisottn,  *  Wherof,  lat  see  ?  *  4660 

L'Amaunt,    *  Of  that  he  seiyde  I  shnlde 
be 
Glad  to  have  sioh  lord  as  he, 
And  maiflter  of  sioh  seignory.' 

Baisoun.    *  Knowist  him  no  more  ? ' 

L'Amaunt  *  Nay,  eerids,  I, 

Save  that  he  yaf  me  rewles  there,      4665 
And  wente  his  woy,  I  niste  where. 
And  I  ahood  hoonde  in  balatmoe.* 

Baiioun,  *Lo,thereanobleoonisaTmoe! 
Bat  I  wil  that  thou  knowe  him  now 
Ginning  and  ende,  sith  that  thou      4670 
Art  so  angiiisshoiis  and  mate, 
Disflgored  ont  of  astate ; 
Ther  may  no  wreoohe  have  more  of  wo, 
Ne  oaitif  noon  endnren  so. 
It  were  to  every  man  sitting  4675 

Of  his  lord  have  knowleching. 
For  if  thon  knewe  him,  oat  of  doot, 
Lightly  thoa  sholde  esoapen  oat 
Of  the  prisoon  that  marreth  thee.' 

L'Amaunt    *  Ye,  dame  f  sith  my  lord 
is  he,  4680 

And  I  his  man,  maad  with  mjm  honde, 
I  wolde  right  fbyn  ondirstonde 
To  knowe[n]  of  what  kinde  he  be, 
If  any  wolde  enforme  me.' 

Baisoun,    *  I  wolde,'  seid  Besoon,  <  thee 
lere,  4685 

Sith  thoa  to  leme  hast  sioh  desire. 
And  shewe  thee,  withoaten  fable, 
A  thing  that  is  not  demonstrable. 
Thoa  Shalt  [here  leme]  without  seloioe. 
And  knowe,  withoatd  experience,      4690 
The  thing  that  may  not  knowen  be, 
Ne  wist  ne  shewid  in  no  decree. 
Thoa  mayst  the  sottie  of  it  hot  witeh, 
Thoagh  in  thee  it  were  Writen. 
Thoa  shalt  not  knowe  therof  more    4695 
Whyle  thoa  art  realed  by  his  lore ; 
Bat  anto  him  that  love  wol  flee. 
The  knotte  may  ondosed  be. 
Which  hath  to  thee,  as  it  is  foande^ 
So  long  be  knet  and  not  anboande.    47cx> 
Now  sette  wel  thyn  entendoan. 


To  here  of  love  disoripcioan. 

*  Love,  it  is  an  hatefdl  pees, 
A  free  aoqaitaanoe,  withoat  relees, 
fA  troathe,  firet  ftiU  of  jhlshede,         4705 
A  sikemesse,  al  set  in  drede ; 
In  herte  is  a  dispeiring  hope. 
And  ftille  of  hope,  it  is  wanhope ; 
Wyse  woodnesse,  and  wood  resoon, 
A  swete  peril,  in  to  droone,  4710 

An  hevy  birthen,  light  to  here, 
A  wikked  wawe  awey  to  were. 
It  is  Caribdis  periloas, 
DisagreaUe  and  graoioas. 
It  is  disoordaanoe  that  oan  aooorde,  4715 
And  aooordaanoe  to  disoorde. 
It  is  oanaing  withoote  science, 
Wkdom  withoate  sajHence, 
Wit  withoate  disarecdoan, 
Havoir,  withoate  possessioan.  47^ 

It  is  frike  hele  and  hool  siknesse, 
A  fthrost  drowned  fin  dronkenene^ 
f  An  helthe  All  of  maladye. 
And  oharitee  fvX  of  envye, 
fAn  hanger  fhl  of  habondaanoe,       4795 
And  a  gvedy  soffiaannoe ; 
Delyt  right  Ail  of  hevinesse, 
And  drari[h]0d  Ail  of  g^adnene ; 
Bitter  swetnease  and  swete  erroor. 
Bight  evel  ssivoared  good  savour ;      4730 
f Sinne  that^Miidoian  hath  withinne. 
And   pardoon    spotted   withoat    [with] 

sinne; 
A  peyne  also  it  is,  Jayoos, 
And  felonye  right  pitoos ; 
Also  pley  that  seide  is  stable,  47^ 

And  stedefiist  [stat],  right  movable ; 
A  strengthe,  woyked  to  stonde  apright, 
And  feUenesse,  Ail  of  might } 
Wit  anavysed,  sage  A>lye, 
AndjoyeAUof  tarmentiyei  4740 

A  laoghter  it  is,  weping  ay, 
Best,  that  traveyleth  night  and  day ; 
Also  a  sweto  belle  it  is, 
And  a  soarowfbl  Paradys ; 
A  plesaont  gayi  and  esy  priSoon,       4741; 
And,  All  of  Aroete,  somer  sesoon ; 
Pxyme  temps,  Ail  of  Arostes  whyte, 
And  Kay,  devoide  of  al  delyte. 
With  seer  braonches,  blossoms  ungrene ; 
And  newe  Arnsrt,  fillid  with  winter  tone. 
It  is  a  slowe,  may  not  foarben  4751 
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Bsggm,  rilmned  wiAli  gold,  to  w«t«: 

For  al-so  wel  wol  love  be  let 

Under  ragges  m  xiehe  roehet ; 

And  eek  as  wel  fbe  aaumrettes  4755 

In  mooraing  Uak,  m  bri^^t  bonMMes. 

Far  noon  is  of  ao  modiel  porys, 

He  no  man  Amnden  [iti]  so  irys, 

He  noon  so  high  is  of  paaga^ 

Nenomanfonndeofwitsosage,       4760 

No  man  so  hardy  ne  so  wiglii, 

Ne  no  man  of  so  moohel  might, 

Noon  so  falfilled  of  boonie, 

fBat  he  with  love  may  daonted  be. 

Al  the  world  holdith  this  wiqt;  4965 

Love  makith  alle  to  goon  miswey , 

Bat  it  be  they  of  yvel  lyt; 

Whom  Geaios  onraitii,  man  and  wyf, 

Hat  wxon^  werhe  agsyn  nature. 

Noon  saohe  I  love,  ne  have  no  eue    4770 

Of  sache  as  Loves  servanats  been. 

And  wol  not  by  my  oosnsel  fleen. 

For  I  ne  priysa  tkat  loving, 

Wher-thnrgh  man,  at  the  lasto  ending, 

ShalcaUehemwreeohisftdleofwo,  4775 

Jjore  greveth  hem  and  shsnditlk  sa 

Bat  if  thoa  woH  wel  Love  esdiewe, 

Far  to  escape  out  of  his  mewe, 

And  makejd  faeol  thy  sorwe  to  slaike, 

No  bettir  eoonsel  mayst  thoa  take,    4780 

Than  thinke  to  fleen  wel,  ywis ; 

May  nought  helpe  elles ;  fbr  wito  tboa 

this9~ 
If  thoa  flee  it,  it  shal  flee  thee ; 
Folowe  it,  and  folowen  dial  it  th0&' 
X'^sMwit    Whaen  I  hadde  herd  al 

Besoon  s^yn,  47S5 

Which  hadde  siHlt  hir  speohe  in  viyli : 
*  Dame,'  soyde  I, '  I  dar  wel  sey 
Of  this  avaant  me  ml  1  may 
niat  fimn  yoor  soole  so  deviannt 
I  am,  that  nover  the  more  avaant     4790 
Bightnooghtam  I,  thuigh  yoor  dostryne ; 
I  doUe  nnder  ycmi  disciplyne ; 
I  wot  no  more  than  pC]  wist  fer, 
To  me  so  eontrarie  «id  so  fiar 
Is  every  thing  that  ye  me  lere ;  4795 

And  yit  I  can  it  al  'fpareacpe. 
Myn  herto  Horyetith  therof  right  nought, 
It  is  BO  writen  in  my  thought ; 
And  depe  'fTgraven  it  is  so  tendir 
That  al  by  herte  I  can  it  rendre,       4800 


And  rede  it  over  eomnnely ; 
Bat  to  my-cilf  lewedist  am  L 

'  Bat  sith  3re  love  disoreven  sa, 
And  lakke  and  preise  it,  bothe  two, 
Defyneth  it  into  this  letter,  4805 

That  I  may  thenke  on  it  the  better 
For  I  herde  never  fdiiiyne  it  ere. 
And  wilMly  I  wolde  it  leie.' 

Baimmtu    *  If  love  be  Mrohed  wel  and 
sought. 
It  is  a  sykenesM  of  the  thoogfat         4R10 
Annexed  and  fknet  bitwise  tweyne, 
fWhioh  male  and  female,  with  00  oheyne, 
80  firely  byndith,  tiiat  they  nil  twinne, 
Whether  so  therof  th«y  lose  or  winne. 
Hie  rooto  Qiringlth,  thurgh  hoot  bren- 
ninfff  4815 

Into  disordinat  desiriiiflr 
For  to  kiSsen  and  enbraoe, 
And  at  her  lust  them  to  solace. 
Of  other  thing  love  reoehith  noiight, 
Bat  setteth  hir  herto  and  al  hir  thought 
More  lor  delectadoon  4891 

Than  any  prooreaeioiDi 
Of  other  fruyt  by  fengendring ; 
Which  love  togod  is  not  plesing ; 
For  of  hir  body  ftnyt  to  get  4815 

They  yove  no  fbroe,  thsy  are  so  set 
Upon  delyt,  to  pley  in-fere. 
And  somme  have  also  this  manere, 
To  feynen  hem  fbr  love  seke ; 
Sioh  love  I  preise  not  at  a  leke.  4830 

For  paramours  thoy  do  bat  feyne ; 
To  love  tmly  thsy  disdsyne. 
They  feJaen  ladies  traitoorsly, 
And  8w«ren  hem  othes  utterly. 
With  many  a  losing,  and  many  a  fliUe, 
And  al  they  flnden  deooyvable.  48^^6 

And,  whanne  they  fher  lost  ban  getM^ 
The  hooto  ernes  they  al  foryeten. 
Wimmen,  the  harm  they  byen  tal  sore ; 
Bat  men  tl^  thenken  evermore,       4840 
That  lease  harm  is,  so  moto  I  thee, 
Diso^yve  them,  than  disoeyved  be  *, 
And  namely,  wfaer  they  ne  may 
FInde  non  other  mene  wey. 
For  I  wot  wel,  in  sothftstnesse,         4845 
That  fwho  doth  now  his  bttynesse 
With  any  womman  for  to  dele, 
For  any  lust  that  he  may  fble, 
I  But-ifitbeforengendmre, 
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He  doth  trespMM,  I  yon  enmire.        4$^ 

For  he  shnlde  seiten  al  his  vil 

To  geten  a  likly  thing  him  til, 

And  to  8ii8tene[n],  if  he  might, 

And  kepe  forth,  1^7  hindes  right, 

His  o\me  lyknesse  and  semUaMa,      4855 

For  bioanse  al  is  oorompaUe, 

And  faile  shnlde  saooessioiin, 

Ne  were  fther  generacionn 

Our  sectis  strene  for  to  save. 

Whan  fader  or  moder  am  in  grave,  4860 

Hir  children  shnlde,  whan  they  ben  deede, 

Fal  diligent  ben,  in  hir  steede. 

To  nse  that  werke  on  snoh  a  wyse, 

That  oon  may  thnrgh  another  xyse. 

Therfore  set  Kinde  therin  delyt,        4865 

For  men  therin  shnlde  hem  delyte. 

And  of  that  dede  be  not  erke, 

But  ofbe  sythee  haont  that  werke. 

For  noon  wolde  drawe  therof  a  draught 

Ne  were  delyt,  whioh  hath  hiin  oanght. 

This  hadde  sotil  dame  Natore- ;  4871 

For  noon  goth  right,  I  thee  eniore, 

Ne  hath  entent  hool  ne  parfyt ; 

For  hir  desir  is  for  delyt, 

The  whioh  fortened  oreoe  and  eke      4875 

The  pley  of  love  for-ofte  s^e. 

And  thralle  hemnsflf,  they  be  00  nyoe, 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  vyoe. 

For  of  eoh  sinne  it  is  the  rote, 

Unleftalle  Inst,  thongh  it  be  sote,       4880 

And  of  al  yvel  the  raoyne, 

As  Tallins  can  determyne,  n 

Whioh  in  his  tyme  was  ftil  sage, 

In  a  boke  he  made  of  Age, 

Wher  that  more  he  preyseth  Elde,     4885 

Thon^  he  be  ordked  and  nnwelde, 

And  more  of  oommendaoioiin, 

Than  Yoathe  in  his  disor^;>oioQn. 

For  Yonthe  set  boihe  man  and  wyf 

Inalp«relof  sonleandlyf;  4890 

And  perel  is,  bat  men  have  grace. 

The  ftyme  of  yonthe  far  to  pace, 

Withoate  any  deth  or  distrease. 

It  is  so  M  of  wildenesse ; 

So  ofte  it  doth  shame  or  damage        4895 

To  him  or  to  his  linage. 

It  ledith  man  now  np,  now  donn. 

In  moohel  dissohioionn. 

And  makith  him  love  yvel  company, 

And  lede  his  lyf  disrewlily ,  4900 


And  halt  him  payed  with  noon  estate. 

Within  him-silf  is  snoh  debate. 

He  ohaongith  pnrpos  and  entent, 

And  yalt  [him]  into  som  oovent, 

To  liven  aftir  her  empryse,  4905 

And  lesith  fredom  and  ftrtanohyse. 

That  Nature  in  him  hadde  set, 

The  whioh  ageyn  he  may  not  get. 

If  he  there  miJLe  his  mansionn 

For  to  abyde  professionn.  4910 

Thongh  for  a  tyme  his  herte  ahsente. 

It  may  not  fityle,  he  shal  repente, 

And  eke  abyde  thilke  day 

To  leve  his  abit,  and  goon  his  way. 

And  lesith  his  worship  and  his  name. 

And  dar  not  come  ageyn  for  shame ;  4916 

Bat  al  his  lyf  he  doth  so  moame, 

Bicanse  he  dar  not  hoom  retoome. 

Fredom  of  kinde  so  lost  hath  he 

That  never  may  reenred  be,  4920 

fBat-if  that  god  him  grannte  grace 

That  he  may,  er  he  hennes  pace, 

Gonteyne  nndir  obedience 

Thnrgh  the  Terta  of  paoience. 

For  Tonthe  set  man  in  al  folye,         49^5 

In  nnthrift  and  in  ribandye, 

In  leccherye,  and  in  outrage, 

So  ofte  it  channgith  of  oonige. 

Touthe  ginneth  ofte  sioh  baig^yn. 

That  may  not  ende  withouten  p^yn.  4930 

In  gret  perel  is  set  yoath-hede, 

Delyt  so  doth  his  bridil  lede. 

Delyt  fthns  hangith,  drede  thee  nought, 

BoUie  mannis  body  and  his  thought. 

Only  thnrgh  f  Youths,  his  obatnbeTere, 

That  to  don  yvel  is  oustomere,  4936 

And  of  nought  elles  taketh  hede 

But  only  folkes  for  to  lede 

Into  diq>orte  and  wildeneise. 

So  is  [she]  finoward  from  sadnesse.      4940 

*  But  Elde  drawith  hem  therfro ; 
Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  wel  go 
fDemand  of  hem  that  now  am  okte. 
That  whylom  Yonthe  hadde  in  hcdde, 
Whioh  yit  fremembre  of  tendir  age,  4945 
How  it  hem  brought  in  many  a  rage. 
And  many  a  foly  therin  wrought. 
But  now  that  Elde  hath  f  hem  thuxgh- 

sought. 
They  repente  hem  of  her  fblye. 
That  Yonthe  hem  putte  in  jupardye,  4950 
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In  peral  and  in  mnolM  ivo, 
And  made  hem  oUa  amis  to  do, 
And  foen  yval  oosnpanye, 
Biot  and  aToateiya 

*  But  Elde  fcan  agqyn  laatwjna     4955 
From  sache  foly,  and  refirejna, 
And  set  men,  liy  hir  ordinaanoe, 
In  good  reole  and  in  govemaimoe. 
Bat  yvel  she  ipendith  hir  Mrvyee, 
Fotr  no  man  wol  hir  love,  fne  pryae;  4960 
She  is  hAted,  this  irot  I  wele. 
Hir  aoqv^Tntannoe  wolde  no  man  fela, 
Ke  han  of  Elde  oompanjre, 
Men  hate  to  be  of  hir  alyei 
For  no  man  wolde  Uoomen  olde,       49^ 
Ne  dye,  'whan  he  ia  yong  and  bolde. 
And  Elde  merreilith  right  gretlj, 
Whan  they  ramembre  hem  inwardly 
Of  many  a  pereLona  empryae, 
Whiohe  that  they  wrought  In   aondxy 
wyw,  4970 

How  ever  they  might,  withonte  blame, 
Bsoape  awey  withonte  ahame, 
In  yonthe,  wfthoate(n]  damage 
Or  rapreef  of  her  linage, 
Loaaeofmemfare,  thedingofblode,    4975 
Perelof  deth,  or  loeaeof  good« 

*Woat  thou  tton^t  where    Toathe 
afait, 
That  men  ao  pareiiwn  in  her  wit  ? 
With  Delyt  ehe  halt  aojoor, 
For  bothe  they  dwellan  in  00  tour.    4980 
Am  longe  as  Yonthe  ia  in  aeaoon, 
Thay  dwdlen  in  oon  maiimionn. 
Delyt  of  Tonthe  wol  have  ienryae 
To  do  what  ao  he  wol  devyae ; 
And  Yonthe  ia  redy  evermore  4985 

For  to  obey,  fbr  amerte  of  aore, 
Unto  Delyt,  and  him  to  yiva 
Hir  aerviae,  whyl  that  ahe  may  live. 

'  Where  Elde  abit,  I  wol  thee  telle 
Shortly,  and  no  whyle  dwelle,  4990 

For  thider  bihoveth  thee  to  go. 
If  Deth  in  yonthe  thee  not  alo^ 
Of  thia  joomey  thon  maiat  not  fidle. 
l^h  hir  Labour  and  Travaile 
Logged  been,  with  Sorwe  and  Wo^     4995 
That  never  out  of  hir  conrte  go. 
Peyne  and  Diatreiee,  Syluieaae  and  Ire, 
And  Malenooly,  that  angry  aire, 
Ben  of  hir  paleya  aenatonra ; 


Groning    and   Ghuoohing,  hir  herbecw 
geoora,  jooo 

The  day  and  night,  hir  to  torment, 
With  emel  Deth  they  hir  preaent, 
And  teUan  hir,  erliohe  and  late, 
That  Deth  fetant  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Than  bringe  they  to  hir  remembrannoe 
ThefolydediaofhirinfMmoe,  5006 

Which  eanaen  hir  to  monme  in  wo 
That  Yonthe  hath  hir  bigiled  ao, 
Which  aodeynly  awey  ia  haated. 
She  fwepeth  the  tyme  that  ahe  hath 
waated,  5010 

Compleyning  of  the  preterit. 
And  the  preaent,  that  not  abit, 
And  of  hir  olde  vanitee, 
That,  bnt  afom  hir  ahe  may  aee 
In  the  Aiture  aom  aooonr,  9015 

To  leggen  hir  of  hir  didoor, 
To  grannt  hir  tyme  of  repentaonoe, 
For  hir  ainnea  to  do  penannoe, 
And  at  the  laate  ao  hir  goveme 
To  winne  the  joy  that  it  eteme,         5000 
Fro  which  go  bakward  Yonthe  f  hir  made. 
In  vanitee  to  droone  and  wade. 
For  preaent  tyme  abidith  nought, 
It  ia  more  awifb  than  any  thonght ; 
So  litel  whyle  it  doth  endnre  5005 

That  ther  nia  compte  ne  mesore. 

*  Bat  how  that  ever  the  game  go, 
Who  liat  fhave  joye  and  mirth  alao 
Of  love,  be  it  he  or  she. 
High  or  lowe,  who[8o]  it  be,  90^ 

In  frnyt  they  ahnlde  hem  delyte ; 
Her  part  th^  may  not  ellea  qnyte, 
To  aave  hem*ailf  in  honestee. 
And  yit  ftil  many  oon  I  aee 
Of  wimmen,  aothly  for  to  aeyne,         5035 
That  [ay]  deeire  and  wolde  ftyne 
The  jdey  of  love,  they  be  ao  wilde, 
And  not  ooveite  to  go  with  ohilde. 
And  if  with  child  they  be  perohannee. 
They  wole  it  holde  a  gret  miachannoe ; 
Bnt  what-aom-ever  wo  they  fele,        5041 
They  wol  not  pleyne,  bnt  conoele ; 
Bnt-if  it  be  any  fool  or  nyoe, 
In  whom  that  ahame  hath  no  jnatjroe. 
For  to  delyt  eohon  th^  drawe,  5045 

That  hannte  thia  werk,  bothe  high  and 

lawe, 
Save  aioh  that  aifeln  worth  right  nought, 
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Hiftt  for  mon^  wol  te  bonglit. 

Sfioh  love  I  preiae  in  no  wyse, 

Whanit  is fg^vBri  ifbr ooveitlm.  jt^ 

IpreiBenowommsn,  though  friiebeTrood, 

That  Toveth  hir-silf  for  «my  good. 

For  litel  shtilde  a  man  telle 

Of  hir,  that  "wol  hlr  body  sello, 

Be  flihe  majde,  be  she  -wyf,  5055 

That  ^[tdk  wol  seUe  hir,  by  hir  lyt 

How  faire  ohere  that  ever  she  make, 

He  is  a  wrecche,  I  nndittake, 

That  floveth  sndh  one,  fbr  tfwete  or  sour, 

Thon^h  she  him  oalle  hir  paramoor,  5060 

And  laogheth  on  hiiki,  aind  makfth  hini 

feestet 
For  certeynly  no  miehe  [a] 
To  be  lovbd  is  not  worthy, 
Or  here  the  name  of  droTejiy. 
Kbon  shnlde  hir  please,  but  he  w«s«  wood, 
That'^oldlspoQehimofhisgood*     5066 
Yit  nevertheles,  I  wol  not  sey 
fBut  she,  for  solaoe  and  for  pley, 
May  a  jewel  or  othet  thing 
Ttike  of  her  loves  free  yeving ;  5070 

Bat  that  she  aske  it  in  no  wyse, 
For  drede  of  shame  of  ooveitTse. 
And  she  of  hirs  may  him,  oerteyn, 
Wlthonte  solanndre,  yeven  B/geyn^ 
And  joyne  her  hertes  togfidre  so  5075 

In  love,  and  take  and  yeve  also. 
Trowe  not  that  I  wolde  hem  twinne, 
"Whan  in  her  love  ther  is  no  sinne ; 
I  wol  that  they  togedre  gfo, 
And  dobn  al  that  they  han  ado,         5080 
As  oorteis  shtdde  and  debonaire, 
And  in  her  love  bersn  hem  fMre, 
Withonte  vyoe,  bothe  he  and  she ; 
80  that  al^ey,  in  honestee. 
Fro  f oly  love  fthey  kepe  hem  detr^    5085 
That  brenneth  hertis  with  his  fere ; 
And  that  her  love,  In  any  wyse^ 
Be  detroid  of  ooveityse. 
Ck>od  love  shnlde  engendrid  be 
Of  trewe  herte,  just,  and  secree,         5090 
And  not  of  snoh  as  sette  her  thought 
To  have  her  Inst,  and  ellis  nought, 
So  are  they  oanght  in  Loves  lace. 
Truly,  for  bodily  solace. 
Fleshly  delyt  is  so  present  5095 

With  thee,  that  sette  al  thyn  entent, 
Withonte  more  (what  shnlde  I  glose  f) 


For  to  gete  and  have  the  Bose ; 

Which  makith  thee  so  mate  and  wood 

That  thon  desirest  noon  other  good.  5100 

But  thon  art  not  an  inohe  the  nerve, 

Bat  ever  abydest  in  Borwe  and  werre, 

As  in  thy  &00  it  is  sene ; 

It  makith  thee  bothe  pale  and  lene ; 

Thy  might,  thy  vertn  goth  away.       51Q5 

A  sory  gest,  in  goode  &y, 

Thon  fherberedest  than  in  thyn  innot 

The  G(od  of  Love  whan  thon  let  inne  I 

Wherfore  I  rede,  thon  sheite  him  ont, 

Or  he  shal  greve  thee,  ont  of  doate  $  5110 

For  to  thy  profit  it  wol  tome. 

If  he  nomo^  with  thee  sojonme. 

In  gret  misoheef  and  sorwe  sonkea 

Ben  hertis,  that  of  love  am  dronken. 

As  thon  peraventare  knowen  shal,      5115 

Whan  thon  hast  lost  fthy  tyme  al. 

And  spent  fthy  yonthe  in  ydilnesSe, 

In  waste,  and  woM  Instinesse ; 

If  thon  maist  live  the  tyme  to  see 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  be,  5120 

Thy  tyme  thon  shalt  biwepe  sore 

The  whiohe  never  thou  maist  restore. 

(For  tyme  lost,  as  men  may  see, 

For  no-thing  may  reoored  beX 

And  if  thoa  soape  ylt,  atte  laste,       -  gns 

Fro  Love,  that  hath  thee  so  fiiste 

Knit  and  bonnden  in  his  laoe, 

Oerteyn,  I  holde  it  bat  a  grace. 

Fot  many  oon,  as  it  is  seyn, 

Have  lost,  and  spent  abo  in  veyn,     '51^ 

In  his  servyse,  withonte  soeonr, 

Body  and  soole,  good,  and  ti«soaar^ 

Wit,  and  strengthe,  and  eek  riohease, 

Of  which  they  hadde  liever  vedressia.' 

ThnB  tanght  and  preehed  hath  Besonn, 
Bat  Love  spilte  hir  sermonn,  51316 

That  was  So  imped  in  my  thooght. 
That  hir  doctrine  t  sette  at  noo^t. 
And  yit  ne  seid6  she  never  a  dele. 
That  I  ne  nnde^stode  it  wde,  5140 

Word  by  Word,  the  mater  al. 
Bnt  nnto  Love  I  was  so  thral, 
Which  callith  overall  his  pray, 
He  ohasith  so  my  thonght  falway. 
And  holdith  myn  herte  nndir  his  sole. 
As  trnst  and  trew  as  any  stele ;         5146 
So  that  no  dovooionn 
Ke  hadde  I  in  the  germoim 
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Of  dame  Betoim,  no  of  Ur  rede; 

It  toke  no  eojoiir  in  myn  hede.  5150 

Fbr  alle  3^ede  ont  at  oon  ere 

Tliat  in  that  other  ihe  dide  lere ; 

WuDy  on  me  she  loet  hir  lore, 

Hir  epeehe  me  greted  irondfar  sere. 

fnian  onto  hir  A>r  ire  I  aeide,        5155 
For  anger,  as  I  dide  atoaide : 
'Dame,  and  ia  it  your  wiUe  algate, 
That  I  not  late,  but  that  I  bale 
Alle  men,  ae  ye  me  teohe? 
Forif  I  doafttryonrepeohe)  51^0 

SiUi  that  ye  eeyn  love  is  aot  good, 
Than  most  I  nedis  My  tritfa  mood. 
If  I  it  lete,  in  halrede  fiy 
Liven,  and  voide  love  aw^y 
From  me,  [and  been]  a  liniRtl  wreeeke, 
Hated  of  an  that  [love  that]  teoara.    5i<^ 
I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate, 
For  either  mnst  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if  I  hate  men  of>newe 
More  than  love,  it  wol  me  rewe,         5170 
Aj  by  your  prediing  eemeth  me, 
For  Love  no-tiiing  ne  preleith  thee. 
Te  yeve  good  oooneeil,  sikiily, 
Hiat  preohith  me  al-day,  that  I 
Shnlde  not  Lovee  lore  alowe ;  5175 

He  were  a  fool,  wolde  you  not  trowe ! 
In  speche  alflo  ye  han  me  taught 
Another  love,  that  knowen  is  nao^t, 
Which  I  have  herd  yon  not  r^reve, 
Tb  love  ech  other ;  by  your  leve,        51^ 
If  ye  wolde  di^ne  it  me, 
I  wolde  gladly  here,  to  see, 
Attheleest,  if  I  ma^^lere 
Of  sondry  lovee  the  manere.' 

JBaimm,    'Certis,    fireend,   a  to(A  art 
thou  5185 

Whan  that  thou  no-<liing  wolt  allowe 
That  I  [thee]  for  thy  profit  say. 
Tit  wol  I  sey  thee  more,  in  fily ; 
For  I  am  redy,  at  the  leste. 
To  aocomplisshe  thy  requeste,  5190 

But  I  not  wher  it  wol  avayle ; 
In  veyne,  pexauntre,  I  shal  travayle. 
Love  ther  is  in  soncbry  wyse. 
As  I  shal  thee  here  devyse. 
For  som  love  leftil  is  and  good ;  5195 

I  menenot  tibat  which  maldth  thee  wood. 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fit, 
And  ravisshith  fro  thee  al  thy  wit, 


It  is  so  merveOoDS  and  qusynt ; 

With  noh  love  be  no  more  atosynt.  5juu 

OonuMnt  Baiaonn  difflliiist 
fAjnistie. 

^Love  of  Frend^pe  also  ther  is, 
Which  makith  no  man  doon  amis, 
Of  wille  knit  bhwize  two. 
That  wol  not  breke  for  wele  ne  wo ; 
Which  long  is  lykly  to  eontnne,         520^ 
Whan  wille  and  goodis  ben  in  oonrane ; 
Groimded  by  goddls  ordinaunoe, 
Hool,  withoute  disoordannoe ; 
With  hem  holding  oomontee 
Of  al  her  goode  in  eharitee,  5210 

That  ther  be  ttoen  exoepoioan 
Thuigh  chanuging  of  gntenoioan ; 
That  ech  helpe  other  at  hir  neede, 
And  wysly  hele  bothe  won!  and  dede ; 
Trewe  of  mening,  devoid  of  douthe,  5215 
For  wit  is  noo^t  withoute  trouthe ; 
So  that  the  ton  dar  al  his  thou^t 
Seyn  to  his  freend,  and  spare  noun^t, 
As  to  him-silf,  without  dreding 
To  be  discovered  by  wreying.  5a  jo 

For  glad  is  that  coDJuncoioun, 
Whan  ther  is  noon  suspeoioun 
[Ne  lak  in  hem],  whom  they  wolde  prove 
That  trew  and  parflt  weren  in  hMre. 
For  no  man  may  be  amiabie,  s^s 

But-if  he  be  so  forme  and  stable, 
That  fortune  diaunge  him  not,  ne  blinde. 
But  that  his  freend  abrey  him  finde, 
Bothe  pore  and  liohe,  in  oo[n]  [^state. 
Fdr  if  his  freend,  thtirgh  any  gate,     5230 
Wol  compleyne  of  his  povertee. 
He  shulde  not  byde  so  long,  til  he 
Of  his  helping  hJm  requere ; 
For  good  deed,  don  [but]  thurgh  prayere, 
Is  sold,  and  bought  to  dere,  y-wis,      5*35 
To  hert  that  of  gret  valour  is. 
For  hert  fUfilled  of  gentilnesse 
Can  yvel  demene  his  distreese. 
And  man  that  worthy  is  of  name 
To  asken  often  hath  gret  shame.        5240 
A  good  man  brenneth  in  his  thought 
For  shame,  whan  he  azeth  ought. 
He  hath  gret  thought,  and  dredith  ay 
For  his  disese,  whan  he  shal  pr«y 
His  freend,  lest  that  he  warned  be,    5245 
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Til  that  he  preve  his  stabiltee. 

Bat  -whan  that  he  hath  fimnden  oon 

That  trusty  is  and  trew  as  stone, 

And  [hath]  assayed  him  at  al, 

And  found  him  stedefast  as  a  wal,     5350 

And  of  his  freendship  be  oert^jme, 

He  shal  him  shewe  bothe  j<^ye  and  peyne, 

And  al  that  [he]  dar  thinke  or  8^, 

Withoate  shiune,  as  he  wel  may. 

For  how  shnlde  he  ashamed  be  5255 

Of  sioh  oon  as  I  tolde  thee  ? 

For  whan  he  woot  his  seoree  thon^ht, 

The  thridde  shal  knowe  th«r-of  right 

nought ; 
For  tweyn  in  nmnbre  Is  bet  than  three 
In  evexy  ooonsel  and  seoree. 
Bepreve  he  dredeth  never  a  del, 
Who  that  biset  his  wordis  wel ; 
For  evexy  wys  man,  oat  of  drede, 
Oan  kepe  his  tnnge  til  he  see  nede ; 
And  fodles  oan  not  holds  hir  tonge ;  5265 
A  f ooles  beUe  is  sons  range. 
Tit  shal  m  trewe  fireend  do  mors 
To  helpe  his  felowe  of  his  sore, 
And  soooare  him,  whan  he  hath  nede, 
In  al  that  he  may  doon  in  dede ;        5270 
And  gladder  [be]  that  he  him  plesith 
Than  [is]  his  felowe  that  he  esith. 
And  if  he  do  not  his  reqoeste. 
He  shal  M  mochel  him  molests 
As  his  felow,  for  that  he  5975 

May  not  ftUfllle  his  volontee 
[As]  ftdly  as  he  hath  reqoered. 
If  fboihe  hertis  Love  hath  fored, 
Joy  and  wo  they  shal  depart, 
And  take  evenly  eoh  his  part  5080 

Half  his  anoy  he  shal  have  ay. 
And  comfort  [him]  what  that  he  may ; 
And  of  fhis  blisse  parte  shal  he, 
If  love  wol  departed  be. 

■And  whilom  of  this  famitee  saSg 

Spak  TolUasin  a  ditee ; 
f**  A  man  shalde  maken  his  reqaest 
Unto  his  freend,  that  is  honest ; 
And  he  goodly  shalde  it  ftilfille. 
Bat  it  the  more  were  oat  of  skile,      5290 
And  otherwise  not  graant  therto. 
Except  pnly  In  foases  two : 
If  men  his  fireend  to  deth  wolde  dryve, 
Lat  him  be  biay  to  save  his  lyve. 
Also  if  men  wolen  him  assay  le,  5095 


Of  his  warship  to  make  him  £aile. 

And  hindren  him  of  his  renoon, 

Lat  him,  with  ftil  entencioan, 

His  dever  doon  in  eoh  degree 

That  his  freend  ne  shamed  be,  5900 

In  this  two  fcases  with  his  might, 

Taking  no  kepe  to  skile  nor  right. 

As  f erre  as  love  may  him  escase ; 

This  oaghte  no  man  to  repose.'* 

This  love  that  I  have  told  to  thee      5305 

Is  no-thing  contrarie  to  me  ,* 

This  wol  I  that  thoa  folowe  wel, 

And  leve  the  tother  eveiydeL 

This  love  to  verta  al  attendith,  5909 

The  tothir  fooles  blent  and  shendith. 

*  Another  love  also  there  is, 
That  is  contrarie  unto  this, 
Which  deiyze  is  so  constresmed 
That  [it]  is  bat  wills  feyned ; 
Avrcy  firo  troathe  it  doth  so  varie,       5315 
That  to  good  love  it  is  contrarie; 
For  it  maymeth,  in  many  wyse, 
Syke  herUs  with  ooveityse ; 
Al  in  winning  and  in  pro^ 
Sich  love  settith  his  delyt.  5320 

This  love  so  hangeth  in  balaonce 
That,  if  it  less  his  hope,  perohaonoe. 
Of  lacre,  that  he  is  set  a]^n, 
It  wol  £Ule,  and  qaenche  anon ; 
For  no  man  may  be  amorous,  5335 

Ne  in  his  living  vertaouj, 
Bat-{if  ]  he  love  more,  in  mood. 
Men  for  hem-silf  than  for  hir  good. 
For  love  that  profit  doth  abyde 
Is  fids,  and  bit  not  in  no  tyde.  5330 

[This]  love  cometh  of  dame  Fortune, 
That  litel  whyle  wol  oontune ; 
For  it  shal  chaungen  wonder  sons. 
And  take  edips  right  as  the  mone. 
Whan  fshe  is  from  us  [y  >let  5335 

Thurgh  erthe,  that  bitwixe  is  set 
The  Sonne  and  hir,  as  it  may  £iJle, 
Be  it  in  party,  or  in  alle ; 
The  shadows  maketh  her  bemis  merke, 
And  hir  homes  to  shewe  derke,  5340 

That  part  where  she  hath  lost  fthe  lyght 
Of  Fhebos  ftilly,  and  the  sight ; 
Til,  whan  the  shadows  is  overpast. 
She  is  enlumined  ageyn  as  flnste,        5344 
fThurgh  brightnesM  of  the  Sonne  hemes 
That  yeveth  to  hir  ageyn  hir  lemes. 
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TliAt  love  is  right  of  aioh  imkuiB ; 

Now  is  [it]  £ur,  and  now  obsonre, 

Now  bright,  now  dip^y  of  nuuiere, 

And  whjrlom  dim,  and  whylom  okore.  5350 

Am  sone  m  Fbrerte  ginneih  take, 

With  mantel  and(with]  wedit  bUke 

[It]  hidith  of  Love  the  light  awoj, 

That  into  ni^t  it  tnmeth  day ; 

It  may  not  tee  Biohewe  ihyne  5355 

TU  the  blaldie  ihadowee  fyne. 

For,  whan  Kieheeee  ahyneth  brifl^t, 

Love  reoovereth  ag«yn  hit  li^t ; 

And  whan  it  iyiith,  he  wol  flit, 

And  as  she  fgroweth,  fo  groweth  it.  5960 

<  Of  thia  love,  here  what  I  My  »— 
The  riiche  men  aie  loved  ay, 
And  namely  tho  that  qpacand  bene. 
That  wol  not  waashe  hir  hertea  olene 
Ofthefilthe,norof  thevyoe  5965 

Of  gredy  brenning  avaiyoe. 
Hie  riohe  man  ftil  Ibnd  ia,  3r-wia, 
That  weneth  that  he  loved  ia. 
If  that  hia  herte  it  nndhntood, 
It  ia  not  he,  it  ia  his  good ;  5370 

He  may  wel  witen  in  his  tiiooght, 
His  good  is  loved,  and  he  ri|^t  nought 
Fbr  if  he  be  a  nigard  eke. 
Men  wole  not  sette  by  him  a  leke. 
But  haten  him ;  this  is  the  soth.        5375 
Lo,  what  profit  his  oatel  doth  I 
Of  every  man  that  may  him  see, 
It  geteth  him  nought  bat  enmitee. 
Bat  he  amende  f  him  of  that  vyoe, 
And  knowe  him-ailf;  he  is  not  wju.     5380 

■Certis,  he sholde ay  freandly  be, 
To  gete  him  lore  also  ben  free» 
Or  ellis  he  is  not  wjse  ne  sage 
No  more  than  is  a  gote  zamage. 
That  he  not  loreth,  his  dede  proveth, 
Whan  he  his  riehesse  so  wel  loveth,  5986 
That  he  wol  hyde  it  ay  and  spare, 
His  pore  freendis  seen  fbrfuce ; 
To  kepe  fit  ay  is  his  pazpose, 
Til  for  drede  his  syen  close,  5390 

And  tfl  a  wikked  deth  him  take ; 
Him  hadde  lever  asondre  diake, 
And  late  fhis  limes  asondre  ryve, 
Than  leve  his  riohesse  in  his  lyve. 
He  thenkith  parte  it  with  no  man ;   5995 
Certayn,  no  love  is  in  him  than. 
How  ihalde  love  within  him  be, 


Whan  in  his  herte  iM  no  pite? 

That  he  trespasseth,  wel  I  wat, 

For  eoh  man  knowith  his  ealat ;         5400 

F6r  wel  him  fonghte  be  r^iteved 

That  loveth  nought,  ne  is  not  loved. 

*  Bat  sith  we  am  to  Flortone  oomen, 
And  f  han  oar  sermoon  of  hir  noMien, 
A  wondir  wil  I  teUe  thee  mow,  5405 

Thoa  herdist  never  sioh  oon,  I  trow. 
I  not  wher  thoa  me  leven  shal. 
Though  BothfMtnesse  it  be  fin  al, 
As  it  ii  writen,  and  is  sooth, 
13iat  anto  men  mors  profit  doth         5410 
The  firoward  Fortone  and  oontraire. 
Than  the  swote  and  debenaire  1 
And  if  thee  thinke  it  is  dootaUe, 
It  is  thnzgfa  aigoment  provaUe^ 
For  the  dabonaixe  and  soAe  5415 

Falsith  and  bigylith  oAe ; 
For  liohe  a  moder  she  can  ohcrishe 
And  milken  as  doth  A  notys ; 
And  of  hir  goode  to  i^Mm  deles. 
And  yeveth  f  hem  part  of  her  joweles, 
With  grete  riohesse  and  dignitee ;     54^1 
And  hem  she  hoteth  staUlitee 
In  a  state  that  is  not  stable. 
But  chaanging  ay  and  variable ; 
And  fedith  fhem  with  glocie  veyne,  54^5 
And  worldly  blissa  noooerteyne. 
Whan  she  i^bem  settith  on  hir  whole, 
Than  wane  thiy  to  be  ri|^t  wele, 
And  in  so  stable  state  withaHe, 
That  never  thiy  wene  fior  to  ftJle.      5430 
And  whan  thiy  set  so  high(e]  be, 
Th^  wene  to  have  in  oerteintee 
Of  hertly  frendis  fso  gret  noomfare, 
That  no-thing  mi|^te  her  slat  eneombre ; 
They  troste  hem  so  on  every  syde,      5435 
Wening  with  f  hem  they  wolde  abyde 
In  every  perel  and  misdhaonoe, 
Withoate  ohaonge  or  vaxiaonoe, 
Bothe  of  oatel  and  of  good ; 
And  also  for  to  qpende  hir  Uood        5440 
And  aUe  hir  membris  for  to  spille, 
Only  to  ftilfille  hir  wiUe. 
Thay  maken  it  hole  in  many  wyse, 
And  hoten  hem  hir  ftil  servyse. 
How  sore  that  it  do  hem  smerte,        5445 
Into  hir  veiy  naked  sherte  I 
Herte  and  al,  so  hole  iheiy  yeve, 
For  the  tyme  that  thiy  may  live, 
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So  thftt,  -with  her  flaterye, 
They  maken  foolifl  glorifye  5450 

Of  hir  wordis  [greet]  spekingi 
And  haa  fthei^-of  a  reijoyaingt 
And  trcyw#  hem  as  the  Bvangyle ; 
And  it  ia  al  falBheed  and  gyle, 
Ajth^ahalafterwarde[8]tee,  5455 

Whan  th^  am  ^Blle  in  povertee, 
And  heen  of  good  and  oatel  hare ; 
Than  ihnlde  they  Man  who  firaendia 

'wace^ 
For  of  an  hundred,  oerteynly, 
Nor  of  a  thooaand  fUl  soarsly,  5460 

Ne  shal  they  fynde  nnnethto  ooui 
Whan  poverlee  ie  ooiaen  npon. 
For  fthia  Vortnne  that  I  of  telle, 
With  men  whan  hir  lust  to  dwelle^ 
ICakith  hem  to  lese  hir  oonisannoe,   5^65 
And  noorishith  hem  in  Ignoraimoe. 

*  But  firoward  Fortone  and  perverse, 
Whan  high  estatis  she  dothreyerse, 
And  maketh  hem  to  tumble  dcmn 
Of  hir  whele,  with  sodteyn  toom,        5470 
And  from  hir  riohesse  doth  hem  flee, 
And  plongeth  hem  in  poivertee, 
As  a  stepmoder  enyyons. 
And  leyeth  a  piastre  dolocoos 
Unto  her  hertis,  woonded  egre,  5475 

Which  is  not  tempred  with  vinegrS) 
But  with  poTierie  and  indigence, 
fShe  sheweth,  by  experience, 
That  she  is  Fortune  Tereljr 
In  whom  no  man  shnlde  wMy,  5480 

Nor  in  hir  yeftis  have  fiannoe, 
She  is  so  fid  of  variaanoe. 
Thus  can  she  maken  high  and  lowe. 
Whan  they  from  riohesM  ai[e]n  thxowe, 
FoUy  to  knowan,  withonten  were,      5485 
Freend  of  feffeot,  and  fireend  of  oheve ; 
And  which  in  love  werentrew  and  stable, 
And  whiohe  also  weren  variable, 
After  Fortune,  hir  goddesse. 
In  poverte,  oather  in  richosso ;  5490 

For  al  tshe  yeveth,  eat  of  drede, 
Unhappe  bereveth  it  In  dede ; 
For  Inibrtnne  "f^t  not  oon 
Of  freendis,  whan  Forttme  is  goon ; 
I  mene  tho  fireendis  that  wol  flee       549s 
Anoon  as  enti^eth  porertee. 
And  yit  they  wol  not  leve  hem  so. 
But  in  eoh  place  where  th«y  go 


They  oalle  hem  **  wreoche,*'  scome  and 

blame, 
And  of  hir  mishappe  hem  difiSune,     5500 
And,  namely,  siohe  as  in  riohespo 
Pretendith  most  of  stablenesse, 
Whan  that  th^  sawe  him  set  onlofte, 
And  weren  of  him  soootued  ofte, 
And  most  y-holpe  in  al  hir  node :       5505 
But  now  they  take  no  manor  hede. 
But  s^yn,  in  voice  of  flaterye, 
That  now  apperith  hir  fbly  e, 
Over-al  where-so  thay  feuv. 
And  singe,  **  Oo,  fiurewel  MdefSure.**  5510 
Alls  suche  freendis  I  beshrewe. 
For  of  [the]  trewe  ther  be  to  fbwe ; 
But  soth&st  firaendis,  what  so  latyde, 
In  eveiy  fbrtune  wolen  abyde ; 
Th^  han  hir  hertis  in  suche  noblesse 
That  they  nil  love  for  no  richesse ;     5516 
Nor,  for  that  Fortune  may  hem  sends, 
Thsy  wolen  hem  soooure  and  defondo ; 
And  chaunge  for  softs  ne  for  sore, 
For  who  is  freend,  loveth  evermore.  5530 
Though  men  drawe  swerd  his  freend  to  slo, 
He  may  not  hewe  hir  love  atwo. 
But,  in  [the]  case  that  I  shal  ssy. 
For  pride  and  iie  lese  it  he  may, 
And  for  reprove  l^  nyoetee,  5525 

And  discovering  of  privitee, 
With  tonge  wounding,  as  fdoun, 
Thurgh  venomous  detraooioun. 
Frend  in  this  case  wol  gon  his.  way, 
Yor  no-thing  greve  him  more  ne  may; 
And  for  nought  ellis  wol  he  flee,         5331 
If  that  he  love  in  stalnlitee. 
And  certsyn,  he  is  wel  bigoon 
Among  a  thousand  that  lyndtth  oon. 
For  ther  may  be  no  riohesse,  5535 

Ageyns  frendship,  of  worthlnesse ; 
For  it  ne  may  so  high  atteigne 
As  may  the  valonre,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Of  him  that  loveth  trsw  and  wel ; 
Frendship  it  more  than  is  oateL         5540 
For  freend  in  court  ay  better  is 
Than  peny  in  [his]  purs,  eertis ; 
And  Fortune,  mishapping, 
Whan  upon  men  she  is  'Hklling, 
Thurgh  mistuming  of  hir  channce,   5545 
And  fcasteth  hem  onto  ef  balaunoe, 
She  makith,  thuvgli  Uv  advsrsitee, 
Men  fta  deeriy  for  to  see 
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Him  thftt  is  firewid  in  ezittenoe 

From  him  thai  is  by  appArenod.  5590 

Wot  Iiifbrtiiii6  ^n'^^^'-^  anooQ 

To  knowe  thy  £reendis  fico  thy  fbon, 

By  experience,  light  as  it  if ; 

The  which  is  more  to  pieyse,  y-wis, 

Than  fis  miohe  richesse  and  tresoor ; 

For  moce  fdoth  profit  and  Taloiir      5596 

Poverte,  and  such  adversitee, 

Biibre  than  doth  prosperitee ; 

For  the  toon  yereth  oonisaonoei 

And  the  tother  ignoraonce.  5960 

'  And  thus  in  porerte  is  in  dede 
Troathe  declared  fico  fslsehede ; 
For  feynte  frendis  it  wol  declare, 
And  trewe  also,  what  wey  they  £ue. 
For  whan  he  was  in  his  richesse,        5565 
These  freendis,  ftdof  donhlonasn, 
Oi&id  him  in  many  wjse 
Hert  and  body,  end  senryse. 
What  wdde  he  than  ha  iyeYe  to  ha 

bought 
To  Imowen  openly  her  thought,  5570 

That  he  now  hath  so  olerly  seen  ? 
The  lasse  bigyled  he  shi^de  haTe  been 
And  he  hadde  than  perc^yred  it, 
But  richesse  nold  not  late  him  wit 
Wei  more  avaontege  doth  him  than,  5575 
81th  that  it  makith  him  a  wye  man. 
The  greet  mischeef  that  he  treo^yvelh. 
Than  doth  richesse  that  him  deosyreth. 
Biohesie  xiche  ne  makith  nought 
Him  that  on  tresoor  set  his  thought ; 
For  richesse  stent  in  snfBsannoe         5981 
And  no-tibing  in  habnndaiiiioe  • 
For  soffisaonoe  al-only 
ICakith  men  to  live  riohely. 
For  he  that  hath  [bat]  miohes  tw^yne, 
He  [more]  value  in  his  demeigne,        5986 
liveth  more  at  ese,  and  more  is  riohe, 
Tbaoi  doth  he  that  is  [so]  chiche. 
And  in  his  bem  hath,  soth  to  seyn, 
An  hundred  fmviwis  of  whete  greyn,  5590 
Though  he  be  chapman  or  marohacint. 
And  have  of  golde  many  besaont. 
For  in  the  getang  he  hath  such  wo. 
And  in  the  keping  drede  also. 
And  set  evermore  his  biiynesse  5999 

For  to  encrese,  end  not  to  lesse, 
For  to  augment  and  multiply. 
And  though  on  hepis  fit  lye  him  1^, 


Tit  never  shal  make  his  richesse 
Asseth  unto  his  gredinesse.  9600 

But  the  povre  that  reochith  no«^t. 
Save  of  his  lyfiode,  in  his  thoo^t. 
Which  that  he  getith  with  his  travails. 
He  dredith  nought  that  it  shal  &ile, 
Though  he  have  lytel  worldis  good,   56m5 
Mete  and  drinke,  and  mj  Ibod, 
Upon  his  travel  and  living. 
And  also  soAsMnt  clothing. 
Or  if  in  «yknesse  that  he  fiiOle, 
And  lothe  mete  and  drink  withsUe,  9610 
Though  he  have  nought,  his  mete  to  by. 
He  shal  bithinke  him  hastely. 
To  putte  him  out  of  al  dannger, 
That  he  of  mete  hath  no  mister ; 
Or  that  he  mey  with  litel  eke  9619 

Be  founden,  why  1  that  he  is  seke ; 
Or  that  men  shul  him  fbere  in  hast, 
To  live,  tU  his  «yknesse  be  past, 
To  somme  meysondewe  biiyde ;  9619 

He  cast  nought  what  shal  him  bityde. 
He  thenkith  nought  that  ever  he  shal 
Into  any  «yknesse  &Ue. 

•  And  though  it  fUle,  as  it  may  be, 
Thai  al  betyme  spare  shal  he 

As  mochel  as  shal  to  him  suil^roe,       5639 

Why  1  he  is  «yke  in  any  wyse, 

He  doth  [it],  for  that  he  wol  U 

Ckmtent  with  his  povertee 

Withoute  nede  of  any  man. 

80  miche  in  litel  have  he  can,  5690 

He  is  apayed  with  his  fortune ; 

And  for  he  nil  be  importune 

Unto  no  wight,  ne  onerous, 

Kor  of  hir  goodes  ooveitous ; 

Therfore  he  spareth,  it  may  wel  been, 

His  pore  estat  for  to  sustene.  9636 

*  Or  if  him  lust  not  for  to  spare. 
Bat  Buflrith  forth,  as  nought  ne  ware, 
Atte  last  it  hapneth,  as  it  may, 

Bight  onto  his  lasts  day,  9640 

And  ftaketh  the  world  as  it  wolde  be ; 
For  ever  in  herte  thenkith  he. 
The  soner  that  [the]  deeth  him  slo, 
To  paradjrs  the  soner  go 
He  shal,  there  Ibr  to  live  in  bUsse,      9649 
Where  that  he  shal  no  good  misse. 
Thider  he  hopith  god  shal  him  sonde 
Aftir  his  wrecchid  lyves  ends. 
Pictagoras  himailf  rehorsos. 
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In  a  book  that  the  Gk>lden  Verses      56150 
Is  olepid,  for  the  nol»litee 
Of  the  honourable  ditee : — 
"  Than,  whan  thou  gost  thy  body  fto, 
Free  in  the  eix  thou  shalt  up  go, 
And  leyen  al  hmnanitee,  5^5 

And  purely  live  in  deitee.** — 
He  is  a  fool,  -withoaten  were, 
That  trowith  have  his  ooontre  here. 
"  In  erthe  is  not  our  ooontree,*' 
That  may  these  derhis  seyn  and  see  5660 
In  Boeoe  of  Oonsolaoioun, 
Where  it  is  maked  meneioun 
Of  our  countree  pleyn  at  the  eye, 
By  teching  of  philo8ophye> 
Where  lewid  men  might  lere  wit,      5665 
Who-so  thatwtdde  translatenit. 
If  he  be  sich  that  oan  wel  live 
Aftir  his  rente  may  him  yive, 
And  not  desyreth  more  to  have, 
That  may  fro  povertee  him  save  :       5670 
A  wys  man  seide,  as  we  may  seen, 
Is  no  man  wreeched,  but  he  it  wo&e^ 
Be  he  king,  knight,  or  riband. 
And  many  a  riband  is  mery  and  baud,' 
That  swinkiUi,  and  berith,  bothe  day  and 
night,  567s 

Many  a  burthen  of  grot  might. 
The  whiche  doth  him  lasse  ofiimse, 
For  he  sufQrith  in  padenoe. 
They  laugh  and  daunoe,  trippeand  singe, 
And  ley  not  up  for  her  living,  5680 

But  in  the  tavern  al  dispendith 
The  winning  that  god  hem  sendith. 
Than  goth  he,  fBodels  for  to  bore, 
With  as  good  ohere  as  he  dide  ere ; 
To  swinke  and  traveile  he  not  ieynith. 
For  for  to  lobben  he  disdeynith ;       5686 
But  right  anoon,  aftir  his  swinke, 
He  goth  to  tavern  for  to  drinke. 
Alle  these  ar  riohe  in  abundannoe. 
That  oan  thus  have  suiBsaunce  5690 

Wel  more  than  oan  an  usueie, 
As  god  wel  knowith,  wlthoote  were^ 
For  an  usurer,  so  god  me  see, 
Shal  never  for  ridiesse  riche  bee. 
But,  evermore  pore  and  indigent,        5695 
Scarce,  and  gredy  In  his  entent. 

^  For  soth  it  is,  whom  it  displese, 
Ther  may  no  marohaunt  live  at  ese ; 
His  herte  in  sioh  a  fwere  is  set, 


That  it  quik  brenneth  [more]  to  get,  5700 

Ke  never  shal  fenough  have  geten ; 

Though  he  have  gold  in  gemers  yeten, 

For  to  be  nedy  he  dredith  sore. 

Wherfore  to  geten  more  and  more 

He  set  his  herte  aad  his  desire ;         5705 

So  bote  he  brennith  in  the  fire 

Of  ooveitise,  that  makith  him  wood 

To  purchase  other  mennes  good. 

He  undirf ongith  a  gret  p^yne. 

That  undirtakith  to  drinke  up  Seyne ; 

For  the  more  he  drinkith,  ay  5711 

The  more  he  leveth,  the  soth  to  say. 

fThis  is  the  thurst  of  iUs  geting. 

That  last  ever  in  ooveiting. 

And  the  anguisshe  and  distresse        5715 

With  the  fire  of  gredinesse. 

She  fighteth  with  him  ay,  and  stxyveth, 

That  his  herte  asondre  ryveth ; 

Such  gredinesse  him  assaylith, 

That  whan  he  most  hath,  most  hefinylith. 

*  Phisiciens  and  advocates  5721 
GH:>n  right  hy  the  same  yates ; 

Th^  sella  hir  science  for  winning. 
And  hannte  hir  orafte  for  greet  geting. 
Hir  winning  is  of  suohswetneese,       5735 
That  if  a  man  falle  in  sikenesse, 
They  are  fdl  glad,  for  hir  encrese ; 
For  hy  hir  wllle,  withoute  lees, 
Everiche  man  shulde  be  seke^  5739 

And  though  they  dye,  they  set  not  a  lake. 
After,  whan  th^  tiie  gcdd  have  take, 
Fal  litel  care  for  hem  they  make. 
They  wolde  that  fourty  were  soke  at  onis, 
Ye,  two  hundred,  in  flesh  and  bonis, 
And  yit  two  thousand,  as  I  gesse,       5735 
For  to  enoresen  her  riohesse. 
They  wd  not  worohen,  in  no  wyse. 
But  for  lucre  and  eoveityse  { 
For  fytyk  ginneth  first  hy  fy, 
The  fy^yoien  also  sothely ;  5740 

And  siUien  it  goth  fro  ^  to  fty ; 
To  tmste  on  hem,  H  is  foly ; 
For  they  nil,  in  no  maner  gree, 
Do  right  nonfat  tot  ohaiitee. 

*  Kke  in  the  same  seete  are  set        5745 
Alle  tho  that  preohen  fbr  to  get 
Worshipes,  honour,  and  richesse. 

Her  hertis  am  in  greet  distresse, 

That  folk  [ne]  live  not  holily. 

But  aboven  al,  speoialy,  5750 
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Sich  as  precheii  [for]  Tcomglorie, 

And  toward  god  lukve  no  meimnis, 

Bat  forth  as  ypooritef  trace, 

And  to  her  sooles  deth  porohaoe, 

And  outward  fahewen  hoIjneMe,       5755 

Thoo^  they  be  ftJle  of  oorsidneiseb 

Not  liohe  to  the  iqpoetlee  twelva, 

Th^  doceyve  other  and  hem-oelTe } 

Bigyled  is  the  gyler  than. 

Forpreohing  ofaoiusedman,  5760 

Thongh  l}i]  to  other  nmy  profyte, 

Himsilf  ayaileth  not  a  nyte ; 

F6r  oft  good  predicacionn 

Cometh  of  erel  entenoionn. 

To  him  not  TaUith  his  preohing,         07^ 

Al  helpe  he  other  with  his  teching ; 

For  whne  th^  good  ensaomple  take, 

There  is  he  with  TCjynglorie  shahe. 

*  But  lat  US  leven  these  prechoures, 
And  speke  of  hem  that  in  her  toores  5770 
Hepe  up  her  gold,  and  £Mte  shette, 
And  sore  theron  her  herte  sette. 
They  neither  love  god,  ne  drede 
They  kepe  more  than  it  is  nede, 
And  in  her  bagges  sore  it  binde,         5773 
Out  of  the  Sonne,  and  of  the  winds ; 
They  putte  up  more  than  nede  ware, 
Whan  they  seen  pore  folk  forfare, 
Eor  hunger  dye,  and  for  oold  quake ; 
Ood  can  welvengeaonoetherof  take.  5780 
fThree  gret  mischeves  henrasBaUith, 
And  thus  in  gadziog  ay  travaylith ; 


T^th  moohe  pesme  they  winne  riehesee ; 

And  drede  hem  holdith  in  distresae, 

To  kepe  that  th«y  gadre  foste ;  57^ 

With  sorwe  thsy  leve  it  at  the  lasts ; 

With  sorwe  they  boihe  dye  and  live, 

That  ftp  richesse  her  hertis  yive, 

And  in  de&ute  of  lore  it  is, 

As  it  shewith  tol  wel,  y-wis.  sTtjo 

For  if  these  gsedy,  the  sothe  to  seyn, 

Loveden,  and  were  loved  ageyn. 

And  good  love  regned  over^alle, 

Suoh  wikkidneasa  ne  shulde  foUe ; 

But  he  shulde  yeve  that  most  good  had 

To  hem  that  weren  in  nede  bistad,     5796 

And  live  withoute  fals  usure, 

For  charxtee  ful  dene  and  pure. 

If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnosso, 

Defending  hem  £rom  ydelnesse,  sl^ao 

In  al  this  world  than  pore  noon 

We  shulde  finde,  I  trowe,  not  oon. 

But  ohaanged  is  Uiis  world  unstable ; 

For  love  is  over^  vendable. 

We  see  that  no  man  loveth  now         5805 

But  for  winning  and  for  prow  ; 

And  love  is  thralled  in  servage 

Whan  it  is  fold  for  avauntage ; 

Tit  wommen  wol  hir  bodies  selle ;      5809 

Suohe  soules  goUi  to  the  devel  of  heUe.' 

[Here  end$  1.  5170  <if  ikt  F.  text.  A 
grwt  ifop  foUowt.  The  next  line  at^ 
ftMTf  to  U  10717  f^  <^  9ame,] 
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Whan  Love  had  told  hem  his  entente, 

The  baronage  to  councel  wente  ; 

In  many  sentences  they  fiUe, 

And  dyversly  they  seide  hir  wille  : 

But  aftir  discord  they  accorded,  5815 

And  hir  accord  to  Ijove  recorded. 

'  Sir,*  seiden  they,  *  we  been  at  oon, 

By  even  accord  of  eveiichoon, 

Out-take  Bichesse  al-only, 

That  Bworen  hath  ful  hautejnly ,        ^Sso 

That  she  the  castel  fiiil  assaile, 

Ne  smyte  a  stroke  in  this  bataile, 

With  dart,  no  mace,  spere,  ne  knyf, 


For  man  that  spekoth  or  bereth  the  lyf, 
And  blameth  your  empryse,  y-wis,     5825 
And  from  our  boost  departed  is, 
(At  leeste  wey,  as  in  this  plyte,) 
So  hath  she  this  man  in  dispyte ; 
For  she  seith  he  ne  loved  hir  never. 
And  therfor  she  wol  hate  him  ever.    5830 
For  he  wol  gadre  no  tresore. 
He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore. 
He  agilte  hir  never  in  other  caas, 
Lo,  here  al  hooUy  his  trospas ! 
She  seith  wel,  that  this  other  day       5835 
j  He  asked  hir  leve  to  goon  the  way 
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That  is  olepid  To-moohe-Yeving, 

And  spak  ftd  fiaire  in  his  praying ; 

But  whan  he  prayde  hir,  pore  -was  he, 

Therfbreihe  warned  him  the  entree.  5840 

He  yit  is  he  not  thriven  so 

That  he  hath  geten  a  peny  or  two, 

niat  qnitly  is  his  owne  in  hold. 

Thus  hath  Bichesse  ns  alle  told ; 

And  whan  Biohessens  this  recorded,  5845 

Withouten  hir  we  been  accorded. 

*  And  we  finde  in  oar  aooordaonce, 
That  Ealse-SemUant  and  Ahstinaimoe, 
With  alle  the  folk  of  hir  Utaile, 
Shnlle  at  the  hinder  gate  assayle,       5850 
That  Wikkid-Tonge  hath  in  keping, 
With  his  Kormans,  Aille  of  jangling. 
And  with  hem  Onrtesie  and  Largesse, 
That  shnlle  shewe  hir  hardinesse 

To  the  olde  wyf  that  f  kepeth  so  harde 
Eair-Welcoming  within  her  warde.    5856 
Than  shal  Belyte  and  Wel-Helinge 
Fonde  Shame  adoon  to  bringe ; 
With  al  hir  hoost,  erly  and  late, 
They  shnlle  assailen  fthilke  gate.      5860 
Agaynes  Drede  shal  Hardinesse 
Assayle,  and  also  Sikemesse, 
With  al  the  folk  of  hir  ledlng, 
Tfaiat  never  wist  what  was  fleing. 

*  F^nnohyse  shal  fighte,  and  eek  Fitee, 
With  Pannger  ftU  of  omeltee.  5866 
Thns  is  your  hoost  ordeyned  wel ; 
Donn  shal  the  castel  every  del, 

If  everiohe  do  his  entente, 
So  that  Yenns  he  presente,  5870 

Yonr  moder,  fUL  of  vassalage, 
That  can  y-nongh  of  sach  nsage ; 
Withonttti  hir  may  no  wight  spede 
This  werk,  neither  for  word  ne  dede. 
Therfore  is  good  ye  for  hir  sende,       5875 
For  thnrg^  hir  may  this  werk  amende.* 
Amour,    *Lordinges,  my  moder,   the 
goddesse. 
That  is  my  lady,  and  my  maistresse, 
Kis  not  [at]  al  at  my  willing, 
Ne  doth  not  al  my  desyring.  5880 

Yit  can  she  som-tyme  doon  labour, 
Whan  that  hir  Inst,  in  my  soooor, 
fAl  my  nodes  for  to  aoheve. 
But  now  I  thenke  hir  not  to  greve. 
My  moder  is  she,  and  of  childhede     5885 
I  bothe  worshipe  hir,  and  eek  drede ; 


For  who  that  dredeth  sire  ne  dame 
Shal  it  abye  in  body  or  name. 
And,  natheles,  yit  cnnne  we 
Sendeafterhir,  if  nedebe;  5890 

And  were  she  nigh,  she  oomen  wolde, 
I  trowe  that  no-thing  mi^t  hir  holde. 

*  My  moder  is  of  greet  prowesse ; 
She  hath  tan  many  a  forteresse. 
That  cost  hath  many  a  pounder  this,  5895 
Ther  I  nas  not  present,  y-wis ; 
And  yit  men  seide  it  was  my  dede ; 
But  I  oome  never  in  that  stede ; 
Ke  me  ne  lyketh,  so  mote  I  thee. 
Such  ftoures  take  withoute  me.         5900 
For-why  me  tiienketh  that,  in  no  wyse. 
It  may  ben  oleped  but  marohandise. 

^  GK>  bye  a  courser,  Uak  or  whyte, 
And  pay  therf or ;  than  art  thou  quyte. 
The  marohaunt  oweth  thee  right  nought, 
Ne  thou  him,  whan  thou  [hast]  it  bought. 
I  wol  not  selling  olepe  yeving,  5907 

For  selling  axeth  no  guerdoning ; 
Here  lyth  no  thank,  ne  no  meryte. 
That  oon  goth  firom  that  other  al  quyte. 
But  this  selling  is  not  semUable ;       5911 
For,  whan  his  hors  is  in  the  stable. 
He  may  it  selle  ageyn,  pardee. 
And  winne  on  it,  such  hap  may  be ; 
Al  may  the  man  not  less,  y-wis,  5915 

For  at  the  leest  the  skin  is  his. 
Orelles,ifitsobityde 
That  he  wol  kepe  his  hon  to  lyde, 
Yit  is  he  lord  ay  of  his  hors. 
But  thilke  cha&re  is  wel  wors,  5920 

There  Yenus  entremeteth  nought ; 
For  who-so  such  chafbre  hath  bought, 
He  shal  not  worohen  so  wysly. 
That  he  ne  shal  lese  al  outerly 
Bothe  his  monsy  and  his  ohafibre ;     5935 
But  the  seller  of  the  ware 
The  prys  and  profit  have  shaL 
Gerteyn,  the  byer  shal  lese  al ; 
For  he  ne  can  so  dere  it  bye 
To  have  lordship  and  ftd  maistiye,     5930 
Ne  have  power  to  make  letting 
Neither  for  yift  ne  for  preching. 
That  of  his  chaffare,  maugre  his, 
Another  shal  have  as  moohe,  y-wis, 
If  he  wol  yeve  as  moohe  as  he,  5955 

Of  what  contrey  so  that  he  be ; 
Or  for  right  nought,  so  happe  may. 
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If  he  can  £a*flr  hir  to  hir  pay. 
Ben  than  wiche  marohimta  wyie  f 
Ko,  bat  ibolea  in  eyery  ivyie,  5940 

Whan  they  bye  snoh  thmip  wilAilly, 
Ther^tM  they  lea&  her  good  fftdly. 
But  nathelea,  thia  dar  I  aaye, 
My  moder  la  not  wont  to  paye, 
For  ahe  la  neither  ao  fool  ne  nyoe,      5945 
To  entremete  hir  of  aioh  Tyoe. 
But  tmate  wel,  he  abal  paye  al, 
HuA  repente  of  hla  bargeyn  ahal, 
Whan  Poverte  put  him  in  lUal  rawa, 
Al  were  he  aooler  to  Bloh««a,  1P990 

That  ia  for  me  in  gret  yeming, 
Whan  ahe  aaaenteth  to  my  willing. 
*  Bnt,  [by]  my  moder  aeint  Yeniia, 
And  by  hir  ikder  SainmiiB, 
That  hir  engendrid  I7  hia  lyf;  5995 

But  not  upon  hia  wedded  wyf  I 
xit  wol  I  more  onto  yon  awerai 
To  make  thia  thing  the  aenrere ; 
Now  I7  that  feith,  and  that  fleantee 
fl  owe  to  alle  my  brethren  free,        5960 
Of  whieh  ther  nia  wight  under  heren 
That  ean  her  ikdrea  namea  neven, 
80  dyren  and  ao  many  ther  be 
That  with  my  moder  have  be  priree ! 
Yxt  widde  I  awere,  for  aikenieaae,       5965 
The  pole  ef  helle  to  my  witneaaa, 
Bow  drinke  I  not  thia  yeer  elarraai 
If  that  I  lyei  or  forawom  be ! 
(For  of  the  goddea  the  naage  ia, 
lliai  who-ao  him  forawereth  amia,     5990 
Shal  that  yeer  diinhe  no  daarreeX 
Now  have  I  awom  y-no«i|^  pftrdee ; 
If  I  forawere  me,  than  am  I  lorn, 
Bnt  I  wol  never  be  fonwom. 
SithBidieeBe  hath  me  filled  here,     5975 
She  ahal  aliye  that  treapaa  fdere. 
At  leeate  way,  Ixtt  [ahe]  hir  axme 
With  award,  or  i^Nffth,  or  giaarma 
For  eertea^  aith  ahe  loreth  not  me, 
Fro  thilke  tyme  that  ahe  may  aee      5980 
The  eaatel  and  the  tour  toHdiake, 
In  aofy  tyme  ahe  ahal  awake. 
If  I  may  giype  a  riohe  man, 
I  ahal  ao  paUe  him,  if  I  oan, 
That  he  ahal,  in  a  fewe  atoondea,       5995 
Leae  aUe  hie  markea  and  hia  poondea. 
I  ahal  him  make  hia  pena  ontalinge, 
BntOfl  they  in  hia  gener  apringe ; 


Onr  maydena  ahal  eek  plnkke  him  aa, 
That  him  ahal  neden  fetherea  mo,      5990 
And  make  him  aelle  hia  knd  to  q^ende, 
Bat  he  the  bet  oonne  him  deteide. 

*  Pore  men  ban  maad  hir  lord  of  me ; 
Althoogh  they  not  ao  mighty  be. 
That  thay  may  fade  me  in  delyt,        5995 
I  wol  not  have  hem  in  daapyt. 
No  good  man  hateth  hem,  aa  I  geaaa  | 
For  ohinohe  and  feloon  ia  Biobeaaa, 
That  ao  ean  ehaae  hem  and  diapyae. 
And  hem  deftmle  in  aondiy  wyaa.      6000 
They  loren  ftil  bet,  ao  god  me  apede. 
Than  doth  the  riohe,  ohinehy  fgnede, 
And  been,  in  good  feith,  more  atable 
And  trewer,  and  more  aarriable ; 
And  thaiftre  it  aniQ^aeth  me  6005 

Hir  goode  herte,  and  hir  fleanteai 
They  han  on  me  aet  al  hir  thoni^t. 
And  therfore  I  fiirgete  hem  noni^t 
I  fwolde  hem  biinge  in  graet  nobleaae, 
If  thatlweragodofBioheaaa,  6oto 

Aa  I  am  god  of  Love,  aothly, 
Saoh  roothe  npon  hir  plegnit  have  L 
Therfore  I  moat  hia  aoeoor  be, 
That  payneth  him  to  aerven  me ; 
For  if  he  deyde  for  love  of  thia,  6015 

Than  aemeth  in  me  no  love  ther  ia.' 

*8ir,*  aeide  thiy,  'aooth  ia,  every  del, 
That  ye  reheoroe,  and  we  wot  wel 
Thilk  oth  to  holde  is  reaonable ; 
For  it  ia  good  and  oovenaUe,  6000 

That  ye  on  riohe  men  han  awom. 
For,  air,  thia  wot  we  wel  liifom  ; 
If  riohe  men  doon  yon  homage, 
That  ia  aa  foolea  doon  ootrage ; 
Bat  ye  ahal  not  foraworen  be,  6ot5 

Ne  let  therfore  to  drinke  olanree, 
Or  piment  maked  freah  and  newe. 
Ladyea  aholle  hem  sooh  p^pir  brewe, 
If  that  they  fiille  into  hir  laaa. 
That  th«y  for  wo  mowe  aeyn  *  Allaa ! ' 
Ladyea  ahnln  ever  ao  earteia  be,         6o«tt 
That  they  shal  qinyte  your  oth  al  free. 
Ne  aeketh  never  other  vioaire, 
For  they  ahal  apeke  with  hem  ao  foize 
That  ye  ahal  holde  yoa  payed  ftil  wel, 
Though  ye  yoa  medio  never  a  deL     6036 
Let  ladiea  worohe  with  hir  thingea, 
niey  ahal  hem  telle  ao  f ele  tydingaa, 
And  moeve  hem  eke  ao  many  reqaeatia 
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By  fbtteiy,  that  not  honest  is,  6040 

And  th«rto  yeve  hem  saoh  thanldnges, 
What  with  kiaiing:,  and  with  talkinges, 
That  certet,  if  they  trowed  be, 
Shal  never  leve  hion  lond  ne  fee 
That  it  nil  as  the  moeble  fftre,  6045 

Of  which  they  first  delivered  are. 
Now  may  yo  telle  ns  al  your  wille, 
And  we  yoor  hestes  shal  Ailfllle. 

*  Bnt  Fftla-SembUait  dar  not,  for  drede 
Ofyoa,  sir,  medlehimof  thisdede,  6050 
For  he  seitii  that  ye  been  his  fo ; 

He  not,  if  ye  wol  woarahe  him  wo. 
Wherfore  we  pmy  yon  alio,  beaa-^ire, 
That  ye  forgive  him  now  your  ire, 
And  that  he  may  dweUe,  as  your  man, 
With  Abstinence,  his  dere  lemmaa ;  60^ 
This  oar  aooord  and  octr  wil  now.* 

*  Parfhy,'  seide  Love,  *  I  grannte  it  yow ; 
I  wol  wel  hcAde  him  ioft  my  man ;  6059 
Now  lat  him  oome :'  and  he  fbrtfa  ran. 

*  Eals-SemUant,*  qnod  Love,  *  in  this  wyMe 
I  take  thee  here  to  my  servyse, 
That  thou  onr  freendis  helpe  alway, 
And  fhindre  hem  neither  ni^ht  ne  day. 
Bat  do  thy  might  hem  to  rdeve,        ($065 
And  eek  oar  enemies  that  then  greve. 
Thyn  be  this  might,  I  gratint  it  thee. 
My  king  of  harlotes  ishalt  thoa  be; 
We  wol  that  thon  have  sadh  honour. 
Oerteyn,  thou  art  a  fids  tndtoar,       6070 
And  eek  a  theef ;  sith  thoa  were  born, 
A  thousand  tyme  thou  art  -tottwofn. 
But,  natheles,  in  our  hering, 
To  putte  our  folk  otrt  of  dooting. 
Ibid  thee  teehe hem,  wostow how?  6075 
By  somme  general  signe  now. 
In  what  place  thou  shalt  founden  be, 
If  that  men  had  mister  of  thee ; 
And  how  men  shal,  thee  best  espye. 
For  thee  to  knowe  is  greet  maistrye ;  6080 
Tel  in  what  place  is  thyn  haontlng.' 

F,8em,  *Sir,  Ihavefelec^yverswotafng, 
That  I  kepe  not  rehersed  be, 
So  that  ye  wolde  respyten  me. 
For  if  that  I  telle  you  the  «othe,       6085 
I  may  have  harm  and  shaaie  bothe. 
If  that  my  feloi«^  wisten  ft, 
My  tales  shulden  me  be  quit ; 
For  certeyn,  they  ^mdde  hate  me, 
If  ever  T  knewe  hir  oraelte ;  6090 


For  th0y  wolde  over4d  holde  hem  stille 

Of  trouthe  that  is  agejn  hir  wille ; 

Suohe  tales  kepen  they  not  here. 

I  might  efbsone  hy%  it  fU  dere. 

If  I  seide  of  hem  any  thing,  6095 

That  ought  displeseth  to  hir  hering. 

For  whatwofd  that  hem  prikke  orbsrteth. 

In  that  word  noon  of  hem  delyteth, 

Al  were  it  gospel,  the  evangyle, 

That  wolde  reprove  hem  of  hir  gyle,  6100 

For  they  are  cruel  and  hanteyn. 

And  this  thing  wot  I  wel,  oerteyn. 

If  I  speke  0Q|^t  to  peire  hir  loos. 

Tour  court  dial  not  so  wel  be  docs, 

That  they  ne  shal  wite  it  atte  last.    6105 

Of  good  men  am  I  nought  agast. 

For  they  wol  taken  on  hem  no-thing, 

Whan  that  they  knowe  al  my  menin^; 

But  he  that  wol  it  on  him  take, 

He  wol  himself  suspedous  make,       6110 

That  he  his  lyf  let  oovvrUy, 

In  Qyle  and  in  Ipooii^y, 

That  me  engendred  and  yaf  ifiistring.' 

*Thsy  made  a  ftd  good  engendzing,* 
Quod  Love,*  for  who-sosoothly  telle,  61x5 
Th^  engendred  the  devel  of  hellel 

*  But  nedely,  how-so-ever  it  be,' 
Quod  Love,  *  I  wol  and  charge  thee^ 
To  telle  anoon  thy  woning-plaees, 
Hering  edi  wight  that  in  this  place  Is; 
And  what  lyf  that  ihou  Uvest  also,    6iai 
Hyde  it  no  longer  now;  wherto? 
Thou  most  disoover  al  thy  wnrohing, 
How  thou  servest,  and  of  what  thing. 
Though  that  thou  sfanldest  for  thy  soth- 
sawe  6125 

Ben  al  to-beten  and  to-drawe ; 
And  yit  art  thou  not  wont,  pardee. 
But  natiieles,  though  thon  beten  be^ 
Thou  shalt  not  be  the  first,  that  so 
Hath  fiyr  sothiSawe  suAed  wo.'  6190 

F,  8m,  'Sir,  sith  thai  It  may  lyken 
you, 
Though  that  I  diulde  be  ilaynirigl^now, 
I  shal  don  your  comaundement, 
For  therto  luMre  I  gret  talenl'  6134 

Withouten  wordes  mo,  right  than, 
Fals-Semblant  his  sermon  Ugan, 
And  seide  hem  tiius  in  audience  »-^ 
*  Baronns,  tak  hede  of  my  sentence! 
That  wight  thftt  list  to  have  knowing 
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OrEAlB-SenOdAnt,  ftd  of  flatcrin^,     6140 
He  most  in  woridlj  fblk  him  teke, 
And,  oertoi,  in  the  oloickref  eke ; 
I  ynmm  no-where  bat  in  h«m  twe^^ ; 
Bui  not  Ijk  tvon,  flooth  to  ■qj^ ; 
fiOiortiy,  I  woi  harlmrwe  mo  6145 

There  I  hope  beet  to  h«ktied  be ; 
And  certcynly,  likereet  hyding 
Is  nndemeth  hnmbleet  olothing . 

'  Beligione  fblk  ben  ttd  eovert ; 
Seeoler  Iblk  ben  more  epperl  6150 

But  nftthelee,  I  wol  not  bleme 
Beligioiis  folk,  ne  hem  diiftune, 
In  what  habit  that  ever  they  go  t 
Beligioan  hnmble,  and  trewe  aleo, 
Wdl  I  not  blame,  ne  dig|iyie,  6155 

But  I  nil  love  it|  in  ne  wjte, 
I  mane  of  fUe  veUgioafl, 
That  etoate  ben,  and  malieiovt ; 
That  wolan  in  an  aHt  go, 
And  setten  not  hir  herte  therto.        6160 

*  Beligioaa  folk  ben  al  i^tona  ; 
ThoQ  shalt  not  seen  oon  diepitoiu. 
They  loven  no  ptyde,  ne  no  atryf, 
But  humbly  they  wol  lede  hir  lyf ; 
With  tnrloh  folk  woll  never  be.       61^ 
And  if  I  dweDe,  I  feyne  me 
I  may  wel  in  her  abft  go ; 
But  me  ware  lever  my  m^ke  atwo, 
Than  flete  a  pmrpoee  that  I  take, 
What  oovenaont  that  ever  I  make.    6170 
I  dweDe  with  hem  that  pronde  be. 
And  fUle  of  wylee  and  enbtelte ; 
That  wonhip  of  this  world  oovoyten, 
And  grete  fnedea  otmne  eepl^yten ;   6174 
And  goon  and  gadren  greet  pitaTtnoes, 
And  porehaee  hem  the  aoqixej^utannoes 
Of  men  that  mighty  lyf  may  leden ; 
And  ftyne  hem  pore,  and  hem^eelf  feden 
With  gode  moreels  deUoiona, 
And  drinken  good  wyn  predons,       6180 
And  preehe  na  povert  and  distresw. 
And  iliBhen  hem-eelf  greet  rioheeee 
WHh  wyly  nettis  that  th^y  oaste : 
It  wed  oome  ftml  out  at  the  laste. 
They  ben  fro  dlene  reBgiotm  went ;    6185 
They  make  the  world  an  argmnent 
That  hath  a  Aral  oondnakmn. 
"  I  have  a  robe  of  religiotin, 
Than  am  I  al  reUgiou  :** 
This  aigoment  is  al  rolgnovs ;  6190 


It  is  not  worth  a  oroked  brere  \ 
Habit  ne  maketh  fmonk  ne  frere, 
But  elene  lyf  and  devooioon 
Haketh  gode  men  of  reUgioon. 
Nathelesse,  ther  can  noon  answere,    6195 
How  high  that  ever  his  heed  he  there 
With  rasonr  whetted  never  so  kene. 
That  Gyle  in  bnmnches  out  thrittene ; 
Ther  oan  no  wight  distinote  it  so, 
niat  he  dar  sey  a  word  therta  6300 

*  But  what  herberwe  that  ever  I  take, 
Or  what  semblant  Hiat  ever  I  make, 
I  mene  but  gyle,  and  iblowe  that ; 
For  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  owe  oat 
[flVo  myoe  and  rattes  went  his  wyle], 
Ke  entende  I  [not]  but  to  fbegyle ;     6906 
Ke  no  wight  may,  by  my  olothing, 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dweUing, 
Ke  by  my  wordis  yet,  pardee, 
80  softe  and  so  plesaont  they  be.        6210 
Bihold  ihe  dedes  that  I  do ; 
But -thou  be  blind,  thon  onghtest  so ; 
IVir,  vaiie  hir  wordis  fro  hir  dede. 
They  thenke  on  gyle,  withont[en]  drede, 
What  manor  olothing  that  they  were. 
Or  what  estat  that  ever  they  bere,     6^16 
Lered  or  lewd,  lord  or  lady, 
Knight,  sqnier,  bnrgeis,  or  bayly.* 

Bight  thus  wityl  PUs^Semblant  ser- 
moneth, 
Eftsones  Love  hhn.  aresoneth,  6290 

And  brak  his  tale  in  the  speldng 
As  though  he  had  him  told  losing ; 
And  seide :  '  What,  devel,  is  that  I  here? 
What  folk  hast  thoa  ns  nempned  here  ? 
May  men  flnde  religionn  622$ 

In  workUy  habitadoim  ? ' 

F,  8em,  *  Ye,  sir ;  It  foloweth  not  that 
th^ 
Shnlde  lede  a  wikked  lyf,  parfoy, 
Ne  not  therfore  her  sonles  lose, 
That  hem  to  worldly  olothes  ohese ;  6230 
For,  oertes,  it  were  gret  pitee. 
Hen  may  in  seonler  olothea  see 
Florisshen  holy  reUgionn. 
Fal  many  a  seynt  in  feeld  and  tonn, 
With  many  a  virgin  glorious,  6235 

Devoat,  and  ftd  reUgioos, 
Had  deyed,  that  foomtm  clothe  ay  beren. 
Tit  seyntes  never-the-les  they  weren. 
I  conde  leken  yoa  many  a  ten ; 
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Te,  wel  nigh  alle  these  holy  wimxnen, 
That  men  in  ohirches  herie  and  seke,  6241 
Bothe  maydens,  and  these  wyres  eke, 
That  haren  fmany  a  fkir  child  here, 
Wered  alw^  olothis  seonlere, 
And  in  the  same  dyden  they,  6245 

That  seyntes  weren,  and  heen  alwey. 
The  eleven  thousand  maydens  dere, 
That  heren  in  heven  hir  cieiges  olere, 
Of  which  men  rede  in  chirohe,  and  shige. 
Were  take  in  secnler  clothing,  6350 

Whan  they  resseyved  martiidom, 
And  wonnen  heven  tinto  her  hoom. 
GKwd  herte  maketh  the  gode  thought ; 
The  clothing  yeveth  ne  reveth  nought. 
The  gode  thought  and  the  Trorohing,  6255 
That  maketh  freligioon  flowring, 
Ther  lyth  the  good  religioan 
After  the  right  entencionn. 

*  Who-so  toke  a  wethers  skin. 

And  wrapped  a  gredy  wolf  therin,      6360 
For  he  shnlde  go  witii  lambes  whyte, 
Wenest  thou  not  he  wdde  hem  l^yte  ? 
Yis  I  never-the-Jas,  as  he  were  wood, 
He  wolde  hem  weiy,  and  drinke  the 

Uood; 
And  wel  the  rather  hem  disoeyve,      626$ 
For^  sith  they  oonde  not  peroeyve 
His  treget  and  his  craeltee. 
They  wolde  him  f dowe,  al  wolde  he  flee. 

*  If  ther  he  wolves  of  sioh  hewe 
Amonges  these  apostlis  newe,  6270 
Thou,  holy  chirohe,  thon  mayst  he  wayled! 
Sith  that  thy  citee  is  assayled 
Thoorgh  knight^w  of  thyn  owns  taUe, 
Ood  wot  thy  lordship  is  dontahle  I 

If  th^  enibroe  [hem]  it  to  winne,       6^75 

That  shnlde  defende  it  fro  withinne, 

Who  might  defence  ayens  hem  make? 

Withoat[en]  stroke  it  mot  he  take 

Of  trepeget  or  mangonel ; 

Without  displaying  of  poiseL  6280 

And  if  god  ml  don  it  soconr, 

But  lat  [hem]  renne  in  this  colour, 

Thou  moost  thyn  heestes  laten  he. 

Than  is  ther  nought,  but  yelde  thee, 

Or  yeve  hem  tribute,  doutelees,  62^5 

And  holde  it  of  hem  to  have  pees : 

But  gretter  harm  bityde  thee, 

That  they  al  maister  of  it  be. 

Wel  conne  they  soome  thee  withal ; 


By  day  stuffen  they  the  wal,  6290 

And  al  the  night  they  mynen  there. 
Nay,  thou  fmost  planten  elleswhere 
Thyn  impes,  if  thou  wolt  fruyt  have; 
Al^  not  there  thy-self  to  save. 

'  But  now  pees  I  here  I  tume  ageyn ; 
I  wolnomoreofthisthingfseyn,     6296 
If  I  may  passen  me  herby  ; 
I  mighte  maken  you  wery. 
But  I  wol  heten  you  alway 
To  helpe  your  freendes  what  I  may ,  63^0 
80  th^  woUen  my  compcmy ; 
For  they  be  shent  al-outerly 
But-if  so  falle,  that  I  be 
Ofb  with  hem,  and  they  with  me. 
And  eek  my  lemman  mot  they  serve,  690$ 
Or  they  shul  not  my  love  deserve. 
Forsothe,  I  am  a  fiJs  traitonr ; 
(3hd.  jugged  me  for  a  theef  tridiour ; 
Forsworn  I  am,  but  wel  nygh  non 
Wot  of  my  gyle,  til  it  be  don.  <^o 

(Thourgh  me   hath  many  con   deth 
resseyved. 
That  my  treget  never  aperoeyved ; 
And  yit  ress^yveth,  and  shal  resseyve. 
That  my  fUsnesse  fnever  aperoeyve : 
But  who-so  doth,  if  he  wys  be,  ^15 

Him  is  right  good  be  war  of  me. 
But  so  sligh  is  the  [fdeceyving 
That  to  hard  is  the]  aperoeyving. 
For  Protheus,  that  coude  him  chaunge 
In  every  shap,  hoomly  and  strannge,  6320 
Coude  never  sich  gyle  ne  tresoun 
As  I ;  for  I  com  never  in  toun 
Ther-as  I  mighte  knowen  be. 
Though  men  me  bothe  might  here  andsee. 
Ful  wel  I  can  my  clothes  chaunge,     <^5 
Take  oon,  and  make  another  strannge. 
Now  am  I  knight,  now  chasteleyn ; 
Now  prelat,  and  now  chiqpeleyn ; 
Now  prest,  now  derk,  and  now  forstere ; 
Now  am  I  maister,  now  soolere ;         6390 
Now  monk,  now  chanoun,  now  baily ; 
What-ever  mister  man  am  I. 
Now  am  I  prince,  now  am  I  page, 
And  can  hy  herte  every  langage. 
Som-tyme  am  I  hoor  and  old ;  6^ 

Now  am  I  yong,  [and]  stout,  and  bold ; 
Now  am  I  Bobert,  now  Bol^ ; 
Now  frere  Menour,  now  laoobyn ; 
And  with  me  fdweth  my  loteby, 
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To  don  in«  mAtm  And  oompaay,  6340 

Thftt  hight  dame  f  AlMtin«no«-Stragni«d, 

In  many  a  qnoynt  amy  Cj}-f eyned. 

Biglit  as  it  oometh  to  hir  lyking, 

I  ftLLfilla  al  hir  deairing. 

Somtyme  a  wommam  cloth  take  I ;    6345 

Now  am  I  xnajde,  now  lady. 

Som^ynxe  I  am  religioos ; 

Now  lyk  an  ankar  in  an  hons. 

Somtyme  am  I  priorene, 

And  now  a  nonne,  and  now  abbeiM ;  6350 

And  go  thnrgh  aUa  regioons, 

Seking  alia  religioans. 

Bat  to  what  ordre  that  I  am  iwom, 

I  take  the  strawe,  and  flete  the  00m ; 

TofUyndefolklthflrJIenhahite,       6355 

I  axe  no-more  but  hir  abite. 

What  wol  ye  move?  in  every  wyae, 

Bight  as  me  list,  I  me  disgyse. 

Wei  can  I  here  me  nnder  weed ; 

Unly  k  is  my  woard  t6  my  deed.  (^360 

Thus  make  I  in  my  trappes  fSikDe, 

^SniTgh  my  pryvileges,  alle 

Thai  hen  in  Gristendom  alyra 

I  may  assoUe,  and  I  may  shiyrs, 

That  no  prelat  may  lette  me,  636$ 

Al  folk,  wher-ever  they  foonde  be  i 

I  noot  no  prelat  may  don  so, 

But  it  the  pope  be,  and  no  mo, 

That  made  thilk  establisBhing. 

Kowisnotthisaproprethingf         ^370 

Bat,  were  my  sleightes  iH[>ereeyTed, 

[fHe  shnlde  I  more  been  reo^yyed] 

As  I  was  wont ;  and  wostow  why? 

EoT  I  dide  hem  a  tregetiy ; 

BnttharofyeyelUteltale,  ^75 

I  have  the  silver  and  the  xnale ; 

So  have  I  preched  and  eek  Bhriven, 

80  have  I  take,  so  have  fme  yiven, 

Ihnrgh  hir  foly,  hnsbond  and  wyf, 

Ihatllederightajolylyf,  ^380 

Ihnxgh  simplesse  of  the  prelaoye ; 

They  know  not  al  my  tregetrye^ 

*Bat  for  as  moohe  as  man  and  wyf 
SOmld  diewe  hir  paroehe-prest  hir  lyf 
Qnesayeer,  as8eiththebo<^  6385 

Sr  any  wight  his  honsel  took, 
Than  have  I  pryvileges  large, 
That  may  of  moohe  thing  discharge ; 
For  he  may  seye  ri^t  thus,  pardee  :-- 
"Sir  Freest,  in  ihriffc  I  telle  it  thee,  ^90 


That  he,  to  whom  that  I  am  shriven, 
Hath  me  assoiled,  and  me  yiven 
Penannoe  soothly,  for  my  sizme, 
Which  that  I  fond  me  gilty  inne ; 
Ne  I  ne  have  never  entenoioon  63915 

To  make  doable  oonfessloan, 
Ne  reheroe  eft  my  shrift  to  thee ; 

0  shrifb  is  right  y-^ioogh  to  me. 
This  onghte  thee  soifyoe  wel, 

Ne  be  not  rebel  never^a-del ;  6400 

For  certes,  though  thou  haddest  it  sworn, 

1  wot  no  prest  ne  prelat  bom 

That  may  to  shrifb  eft  me  oonstreyne. 

And  if  they  don,  I  wol  me  pleyne ; 

For  I  wot  where  to  pleyne  wel.  6405 

Thou  shalt  not  streyne  me  a  del, 

Ne  enforce  me,  ne  'fyit  me  tronUe, 

To  make  my  confessioan  doable. 

Ne  I  have  none  a£feccioan 

To  have  doable  absolacioan.  6410 

The  firste  is  right  y-noogh  to  me , 

This  latter  assoiling  qoyte  I  thee. 

I  am  onboande ;  what  mayst  thoa  finde 

More  of  my  sinnes  me  to  xmbiade  ? 

For  he,  that  might  hath  in  his  bond,  6415 

Of  alle  my  sinnes  me  onbond. 

And  if  thon  wolt  me  thos  constreyne, 

That  me  mot  nedis  on  thee  plojnie, 

There  ihal  no  jogge  imperial, 

Ne  bis8h<^,  ne  official,  64JO 

Don  jogement  on  me  ;  for  I 

Shal  gon  and  pleyne  me  openly 

Unto  my  shrift-fader  newe, 

(That  hight  not  Frere  Wolf  ontrewe  !) 

And  he  shal  fohevise  him  for  me,      64^5 

For  I  trowe  he  can  hampre  thee. 

But,  lord !  he  wolde  be  wrooth  withalle, 

If  men  him  wolde  Frere  Wolf  oalle ! 

For  he  wolde  have  no  padenoe. 

Bat  don  al  cruel  vengeaonce !  6430 

He  wolde  his  might  don  at  the  least, 

[Ne]  no-thing  spare  for  goddes  heest 

And,  god  so  wis  be  my  soconr. 

But  thoa  yeve  me  my  Savioor 

At  Ester,  whan  it  lyketh  me,  •  6435 

Withoate  presing  more  on  thee, 

I  wol  forth,  and  to  him  goon. 

And  he  shal  hoasel  me  anoon. 

For  I  am  oat  of  thy  gruoching ; 

I  kepe  not  dele  with  thee  no-tUng."  6440 

Thus  may  he  shryve  him,  that  fbxsaketh 
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Hi0  paroohe-prest,  and  to  me  taketh. 
And  if  the  prest  wol  him  reftiae, 
I  am  fal  redy  him  to  aoonae, 
And  him  ponisshe  and  hampro  so, 
That  he  hia  ohirohe  dial  forgo. 

*  Bat  who-flo  hath  in  his  feling 
The  oonseqoenoe  of  snoh  shryving, 
Shal  seen  tiiat  prest  may  never  have  might 
To  knowe  the  oonscience  aright         6450 
Of  him  that  is  under  his  cnra 
And  this  ageyns  holy  soriptoret 
That  hiddeth  every  herde  honeste 
Have  verry  knowing  of  his  heste. 
But  pore  folk  that  goon  hy  strete, 
niat  have  no  gold,  ne  sommes  grete, 
Hem  wolde  I  lete  to  hir  prelates, 
Or  lete  hir  prestos  knowe  hir  states, 
For  to  me  right  noo^t  yeve  they.' 

Amour.  'Andwhy  fisit?' 

F,  8em,  *  For  they  ne  may. 

They  hen  so  hare,  I  take  no  keep ; 
But  I  wol  have  the  &tte  sheep  ; — 
Istt  parish  preetes  have  the  lene, 
I  yeve  not  of  hir  harm  a  hene ! 
And  if  that  prelate  gmoohen  it, 
That  ooghten  fwroth  he  in  hir  wit, 
To  lese  her  &tte  hestes  so, 
I  shal  yeve  hem  a  stroke  or  two. 
That  they  shal  lesen  with  [the]  force, 
Ye,  hothe  hir  mytre  and  hir  orooe.     6470 
Thus  jape  I  hem,  and  have  do  longs, 
Hy  priveleges  heen  so  strongs.' 

Fals-Semhlant  wolde  have  stinted  here. 
But  Love  ne  made  him  no  snoh  chore 

at  he  was  wexy  of  his  sawe ;  6475 

Bat  iot  to  make  him  glad  and  &we. 
He  seide : — '  Tel  on  more  specialy, 
How  that  thoa  servest  nntre^dy . 
Tel  forth,  and  shame  thee  never  a  del ; 
For  as  thyn  aUt  shewith  wel,  ($480 

Thoa  fsemest  an  holy  heremyte.' 

1*.  £f#tii.  *  Soth  is,  hat  I  am  an  ypoerjrte.' 

Amour,  *  Thoa  gost  and  preehestpover- 
tee?' 

F,  Sem,  *Ye,  sir;  hot  rioheMe  hath 
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Amour,    ^Thoa    preohest    ahstinence 
also?*  6485 

F,  Bern,  *  Sir,  I  wol  iUlen,  so  mote  I  go, 
My  pannohe  of  gode  mete  and  wyne, 
As  shnlde  a  maister  of  divyne ; 


For  how  that  I  me  pover  feyne, 

Yit  alle  pore  foXk  I  disdeyne,  6490 

*  I  love  f  bet  the  acqosyntaanct 
Ten  tymes,  of  the  king  of  Fraonce, 
Than  of  fpore  man  of  mylde  mode, 
Though  that  his  soole  he  also  gode. 
For  whan  I  see  beggers  quaking,       6495 
Naked  on  mixens  al  stinking, 
For  hungre  oxye,  and  eek  for  care, 
I  entremete  not  of  hir  fine. 
They  heen  so  pore,  and  faX  of  pyne, 
They  might  not  ones  sreve  me  fdyne,  ^500 
For  they  have  no-thing  hut  hir  lyf ; 
What  shulde  he  yeve  that  likketh  him 

It  is  but  fbly  to  entremete, 

To  seke  in  houndes  nest  £at  mete. 

Let  here  hem  to  the  spitel  anoon,        6905 

Bat,  for  me,  comfort  gete  they  noon. 

Bat  a  riohe  sike  usarere 

Wolde  I  visyte  and  draws  nere ; 

Him  wol  I  comforte  and  rehete, 

For  I  hope  of  his  gold  to  gete.  <Si5io 

And  if  that  wikked  deth  him  haive, 

I  wol  go  with  him  to  his  grave. 

And  if  ther  any  reprove  me, 

Why  that  I  lete  the  pore  he, 

Woetow  how  I  fmot  asoape?  Cgig 

I  sey ,  and  swerS  him  ftil  rape, 

That  riohe  men  han  more  teoohes 

Of  sinne,  than  han  pore  wxeoohes, 

And  han  of  ooonseil  more  mister ; 

And  therfore  I  wol  drawe  hem  ner.    6i5ao 

But  as  gret  hurt,  it  may  so  be, 

Hath  fsoul  in  right  gret  poverte, 

As  soul  in  gret  riohosso,  fsrsothe, 

Al-be-it  that  they  hurten  bothe. 

For  riohesse  and  mendiciteef  ^5 

Ben  bleped  two  extremitees ; 

The  mene  is  doped  soiBsaance, 

Ther  lyth  of  vertu  the  abonndannce. 

For  Salamon,  fhl  wel  I  woot, 

In  his  Parables  us  wroot,  6590 

As  it  is  knowe  of  many  a  wight. 

In  his  fthrfttethe  ohi^iitre  right  t 

"  God,  thou  me  kepe,  for  thy  ponstee, 

Fto  riohesse  and  mendioitee ; 

For  if  a  riohe  man  him  diMse  6535 

To  thenke  to  moche  on  [his]  richewo, 

His  herte  on  thai  so  to  is  set, 

That  he  hii  oreatour  flN7«4 ; 
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And  him,  that  fhegging  wol  my  grev^ 
Befw  thnlde  1 1^  hlB  word  him  leve  ?  6540 
Unnethe  that  he  nis  a  micher, 
Vorswom,  or  elleg  fgod  ia  Iyer.*' 
Thoa  fleith  Sa]amon[M]  sawes ; 
Ke  we  finde  writen  in  no  Uwee, 
And  namely  in  oar  Cri«ten  lay —       6545 
(Who  seith  *  ye,'  I  dar  iey  *  nay  *>— 
That  Crist,  ne  his  apostles  dere, 
Whyl  that  th^  mOkede  in  erthe  here, 
Were  never  seen  her  hred  begging, 
For  they  nolde  beggen  for  no-thing.   6590 
And  rifl^t  thus  were  men  wont  to  teohe ; 
And  in  tiiis  wyse  wolde  it  preohe 
The  maistres  of  divinitee 
Som^yme  in  Psris  the  oitee. 

'  And  if  men  wolde  ther-geyn  appose 
The  naked  text,  and  lete  the  glose,     6556 
It  mighte  sone  assoiled  he ; 
For  men  may  wel  the  sothe  see, 
That,  parde,  they  mighte  axe  a  thing 
Raynly  Ibrth,  without  begging.  65^ 

For  th^  weren  goddes  hordes  dere. 
And  e«re  of  sonles  hadden  here, 
Thoy  nolde  no^hin^^  begge  hir  fbde ; 
For  after  Crist  was  don  on  rode, 
With  f hir  propre  hondes  they  wrooght. 
And  with  travel,  and  elles  noo^t,     6566 
They  wonnen  all  hir  snstenannee. 
And  liveden  forth,  in  hir  penannoe. 
And  the  remenannt  fyeve  awey 
To  other  pore  ffblk  ahrey.  6570 

They  neither  bilden  tonr  ne  halle, 
Bnt  f  leye  in  houses  smale  withalle. 
A  mighty  man,  that  can  and  may, 
Shnlde  with  his  honde  and  body  alway 
Winne  him  his  food  in  laboring,         6575 
If  he  ne  have  rent  or  sieh  a  thing, 
Althoogh  he  be  religioos. 
And  god  to  serven  cnrions. 
Thns  mote  he  don,  or  do  trespas, 
Bat»if  it  be  in  eert«yn  cas,  ^580 

That  I  can  reheroe,  if  mister  be. 
Bight  wel,  whan  the  tyme  I  see. 

*  Sehe  the  book  of  Seynt  Ans^, 
Beitinpaperorperohemin,  6584 

There  as  he  writ  of  these  worohinges. 
Thou  Shalt  seen  tba*  non  exenslnges 
A  parfit  man  ne  shnlde  sake 
By  wordea,  ne  1^  dedes  eke, 
AUhongli  he  be  rel^ioiis, 


And  god  to  serven  cnrions,  ^590 

That  he  ne  shal,  so  mote  I  go. 

With  inopre  hondes  and  body  also, 

Gete  his  food  in  laboring, 

If  he  ne  have  propretee  of  thing. 

Tit  shnlde  he  selle  al  his  snbstannoe,  6$^ 

And  with  his  swink  have  sastenaanoe^ 

If  he  be  parfit  in  bonntee. 

Thns  han  tho  bookes  tolde  me : 

Far  he  that  wol  gon  ydilly. 

And  nseth  it  ay  beeily  660O 

To  hannten  other  mennes  table, 

He  is  a  treohonr,  iVd  of  fable  ; 

Ke  he  ne  may,  by  gode  resonn, 

Ezcnse  him  by  his  orisonn. 

For  men  bihoveth,  in  eom  gyse,  660$ 

•ffiom-tyme  leven  goddes  seryyse 

To  gon  and  pnrchasen  her  node. 

Men  mote  eten,  that  is  no  drede. 

And  8lei>e,  and  eek  do  other  thing ; 

So  longe  may  they  leve  praying.         6610 

So  may  they  eek  liir  prayer  blinne. 

While  that  they  werke,  hir  mete  to  winne. 

Seynt  Anstin  wol  therto  aooorde. 

In  thilke  book  that  I  reoorde. 

Justinian  eek,  that  made  lawes,         6615 

Hath  thns  forboden,  by  olde  dawes, 

**  No  man,  np  peyne  to  be  deed. 

Mighty  of  body,  to  begge  his  breed, 

If  he  may  swinke,  it  for  to  gete  ; 

Men  shnlde  him  rather  mayme  or  bete, 

Or  doon  of  him  apert  jnstioe,  66^1 

Than  snftren  him  in  snoh  malice." 

They  don  not  wel,  so  mote  I  go, 

That  taken  snch  almesse  so, 

Bnt  if  they  have  som  privelege,  6635 

That  of  the  peyne  hem  wol  allege. 

Bnt  how  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 

Bnt-if  the  prince  dissejrved  be ; 

Ne  I  ne  wene  not,  sikerly. 

That  they  niay  have  it  rig^tftilly.       6630 

Bnt  I  wol  not  determyne 

Of  princes  power,  ne  defyne, 

Ne  by  my  word  oomprende,  y-wls, 

If  it  so  fer  may  streeche  in  this. 

I  wol  not  entremete  a  del ;  6635 

Bnt  I  trowe  that  the  book  seith  wel. 

Who  that  taketh  almesses,  that  be 

Dewe  to  fblk  that  men  may  see 

Lame,  feble,  wery,  and  bare, 

Fore,  or  in  snch  manor  care,  €640 
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(That  oonne  winne  hem  nevermo, 
For  they  have  no  power  therto), 
He  eteth  his  owne  daxnpningi 
Bnt-if  he  lye,  that  made  al  thing. 
And  if  ye  snch  a  tmannt  flnde,  6645 

Chastise  him  wel,  if  ye  be  kinde. 
But  they  wolde  hate  you,  percas. 
And,  if  ye  fillen  in  hir  laas, 
They  wolde  efbsones  do  yon  scathe, 
If  that  they  mighte,  late  or  rathe ;     6650 
For  they  he  not  tid  pacient, 
That  han  the  world  thus  foole  blent. 
And  witeth  wel,  [wher]  that  god  bad 
The  good  man  selle  al  that  he  had. 
And  folowe  him,  and  to  pore  it  yive,  6655 
He  wolde  not  therfore  that  he  live 
To  serven  him  in  mendienoe, 
For  it  was  never  his  sentence  ; 
But  he  bad  wirken  whan  that  nede  is, 
And  folwe  him  in  goode  dedes.  6660 

Seynt  Ponle,  that  loved  al  holy  ohirohe, 
He  bade  th'apostles  for  to  wirohe, 
And  winnen  hir  lyflode  in  that  wyse, 
And  hem  defended  tmanndyse,  6664 

And  seide, "  Wirketh  withyonrhonden ; " 
Thns  shnlde  the  thing  be  nnderstonden. 
He  nolde,  y-wis,  fbidde  hem  begging, 
Ne  sellen  gospel,  ne  preohing, 
Lest  they  berafte,  with  hir  asking, 
Folkof  hir  catel  or  of  birthing.         6670 
For  in  this  world  is  many  a  man 
That  yeveth  his  good,  for  he  ne  can 
Weme  it  for  shame,  or  eUes  he 
Wolde  of  the  asker  delivered  be ; 
And,  for  he  him  encombreth  so,  6675 

He  yeveth  him  good  to  late  him  go : 
But  it  can  him  no-thing  profyte. 
They  lese  the  yifb  and  the  meryte. 
The  goode  folk,  that  Foule  to  preohed, 
Frofred  him  ofte,  whan  he  hem  teohed, 
Somof  hirgoodincharite;  6681 

But  therof  right  no-thing  took  he ; 
But  of  his  hondwerk  wolde  he  gete 
Clothes  to  wryen  him,  and  his  mete.' 

Amour,  '  Tel  me  than  how  a  man  may 
liven,  6685 

That  al  his  good  to  pore  hath  yiven, 
And  wol  but  only  bidde  his  bedes, 
And  never  with  fhond  labonre  his  nedes: 
May  he  do  so?' 

F,8m,         'Ye,  sir.' 


Amour,  'And  how?' 

F,  8em,  '  Sir,  I  wol  gladly  telle  yow  ^- 
Seynt  Austin  seitbi  a  man  may  be      6691 
In  houses  that  han  propretee, 
As  templers  and  hospitelers, 
And  as  these  chanouns  regulers. 
Or  whyte  monkes,  or  these  blake-^    6695 
(I  wole  no  mo  ensamples  make) — 
And  take  therof  his  sustening. 
For  therinne  lyth  no  begging ; 
But  other-weyes  not,  y-wis, 
fTif  Austin  gabbeth  not  of  this.         6700 
And  yit  ful  many  a  monk  laboureth, 
That  god  in  holy  chirohe  honoureth ; 
For  whan  hir  swinking  is  agoon, 
They  rede  and  singe  in  ohirohe  anoon. 

'  And  for  ther  hath  ben  greet  discord. 
As  many  a  wight  may  here  record,     6706 
Upon  the  estate  of  fmendienoe, 
I  wol  shortly,  in  your  presence, 
Telle  how  a  odan  may  begge  at  nede. 
That  hath  not  wherwith  him  to  fede,  6710 
Maugre  his  felones  jangelinges, 
For  sothfastnesse  wol  non  hidinges  ; 
And  yit,  peroas,  I  may  abeye 
That  I  to  yow  sothly  thus  seye. 

*  Lo,  here  the  caas  especial :  6715 
If  a  man  be  so  bestial 

That  he  of  no  craft  hath  science, 

And  nought  desyreth  ignorence, 

l!lian  may  he  go  a-begging  yeme, 

Til  he  som  maner  craft  can  leme,       67^0 

Thurgh  which,  without[e]  truaunding, 

He  may  in  trouthe  have  his  living. 

Or  if  he  may  don  no  labour, 

For  elde,  or  syknesse,  or  langour, 

Or  for  his  tendre  age  also,  6795 

Than  may  he  yit  a-begging  go. 

*  Or  if  he  have,  peraventure, 
Thurgh  usage  of  his  noriture, 
Lived  over  delioiously. 

Than  onghten  good  folk  comunly       6730 

Han  of  his  misoheef  som  pitee, 

And  sufAren  him  also,  that  he 

May  gon  aboute  and  begge  his  breed, 

That  he  be  not  for  hungur  deed. 

Or  if  he  have  of  craft  cunning,  6735 

And  strengthe  also,  and  desiring 

To  wirken,  as  he  hadde  what. 

But  he  flnde  neither  this  ne  that. 

Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  ha 
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Have  geten  his  neceaeitee.  6740 

*  Or  if  hif -winning  be  BO  Ijte, 
Thftt  his  laboor  w<d  not  aoqqyte 
SnfBfiiimtly  al  his  Irving, 

Yit  may  he  go  his  breed  begging ; 

]Fro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  traoOf       6745 

Til  he  the  remenannt  may  imrohaoe. 

Or  if  a  man  irolde  xmdertake- 

Any  empryee  for  to  make, 

In  the  reeooos  of  our  lay. 

And  it  defenden  as  he  may,  6790 

Be  it  with  annes  or  lettrore, 

Or  other  eovenable  core, 

If  it  be  so  he  pore  be, 

Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 

May  iinde  in  trotithe  for  to  swinke,    6755 

And  gete  him  olothe[8],  mete,  and  dzinke. 

Swinke  he  with  hondes  oorporel, 

And  not  with  hondes  espiritoel. 

*  In  al  tiii8[e]  oaes,  and  in  semblables. 
If  thattherbenmoresonables,  6760 
He  may  begge,  as  I  telle  yon  here, 

And  elles  non^t,  in  no  manere ; 

As  William  8e3^t  Amour  wolde  preche. 

And  ofte  wdde  dispute  and  teohe 

Of  this  matere  alle  openly  676$ 

At  Fteris  ftal  s<demp[ne]ly. 

And  al-so  god  my  soole  blesse, 

As  he  had,  in  this  sted&stnesse, 

The  accord  of  the  unirersitee, 

Andof  thepaple,  assemethme.         6770 

'  No  good  man  oofi^te  it  to  reftise, 
He  on^bte  him  therof  to  ezonse, 
Be  wxooth  or  blythe  who-so  be ; 
For  I  wol  Bpeke,  and  telle  it  thee, 
AI  dinlde  I  dsre,  and  be  put  donn,       6775 
As  was  seynt  Ponl,  in  derk  prisonn ; 
Or  be  exiled  in  this  oaas 
With  wrong,  as  maister  William  was, 
Ihat  my  moder  Ypocrisye 
Banisshed  for  hir  greet  envye.  6780 

*  My  moder  flemed  him,  Seynt  Amonr : 
This  noble  dide  such  labour 

To  susteyne  ever  the  Ipsraltee, 

IhaJb  he  to  moohe  agilte  me. 

He  made  a  book,  and  leet  it  wiyte,    6785 

Wherin  his  lyf  he  dide  al  wryte, 

And  wdde  ich  reneyed  begging. 

And  lived  by  my  trayeyling, 

If  I  ne  had  rent  ne  other  good. 

What?  wened  he  that  I  were  wood?  6790 


6805 


681U 


For  labour  mi^t  me  nerer  plest, 

I  have  more  wil  to  been  at  ese ; 

And  have  wel  lever,  sooth  to  seyt 

Bifore  the  pnple  patre  and  prey, 

And  wrye  me  in  my  fozersre  6795 

Under  a  cope  of  papelardye.* 

Qnod  Love,  *  What  devel  is  this  I  here? 
What  wordes  tellest  thon  me  here  f ' 

F,8em,  *  What,  sir  f* 

Amour,  *  Falsnesse,  that  apert  is ; 

mian  dredest  thon  not  god  ? ' 

jP.  Bern,  No,  oertes  :  6800 

For  selde  in  greet  thing  ahal  he  spede 
In  this  world,  that  god  wol  drede. 
For  folk  that  hem  to  vertn  3riven, 
And  truly  on  her  owne  liven. 
And  hem  in  goodnesse  ay  oontene. 
On  hem  is  litel  thrift  y-sene ; 
Such  folk  drinken  gret  misese ; 
That  lyf  [ne]  may  me  never  plese. 
But  see  what  gold  ban  usurers, 
And  silver  eek  in  [hir]  gamers, 
Taylagiers,  and  these  monyonrs, 
Bailifs,  bedels,  provost,  ooontonrs ; 
These  liven  wel  nygh  by  ravyne ; 
The  smale  pnplo  hem  mote  enolyne, 
And  they  as  wolves  wol  hem  eten.      6815 
Upon  the  pore  iblk  they  geten 
Fal  moohe  of  that  they  spende  or  kepe ; 
Nis  none  of  hem  that  he  nil  stret>e, 
And  fwryen  him-self  wel  atte  ftille  \ 
Withoat[e]  scalding  they  hem  pnUe,  66m 
The  stronge  the  feble  overgoth ; 
But  I,  that  were  my  simple  doth, 
Bobbe  bothe  frobbed  and  robbours. 
And  gyle  fgyled  and  gylotirs. 
By  my  treget,  I  gadre  and  threste      6835 
The  greet  tresoor  into  my  cheste, 
That  lyth  with  me  so  faste  bonnde. 
Myn  highe  paleys  do  I  foonde, 
And  my  delytes  I  fhlfille 
With  wyne  at  feestes  at  my  wille,      6830 
And  tables  Aille  of  entremees ; 
I  wol  no  lyf,  bat  ese  and  pees. 
And  winne  gold  to  spende  also. 
For  whan  the  grete  bagge  is  go, 
It  oometh  right  [eft]  with  my  japes.   6835 
Make  I  not  wel  tumble  myn  apes  ? 
To  winne  is  alwey  myn  entent  *, 
My  porchas  is  better  than  my  rent ; 
For  though  I  shulde  beten  be, 
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Over-al  I  entremete  me ;  6840 

Withont{d]  me  may  no  wight  dure. 

I  walke  8oul68  for  to  cure. 

Of  al  the  worlde  core  have  I 

In  brede  and  lengthe  ,*  boldely 

I  wol  bothe  preohe  and  eek  connoeilen ; 

With  hondes  wille  I  not  traveilenf    6846 

For  of  the  pope  I  have  the  bnlle ; 

I  ne  holde  not  my  wittes  dnlle. 

I  wol  not  stinten,  in  my  lyve, 

These  emperonres  for  to  shryve,         6850 

Or  kynges,  dokee,  and  lordes  grete ; 

But  pore  folk  al  qnyte  I  lete. 

I  love  no  such  shryving,  pardee, 

Bnt  it  for  other  cause  be. 

I  re]cke  not  of  pore  men,  6855 

Hir  astate  is  not  worth  an  hen. 

"Where  fyndest  thou  a  swinker  of  labonr 

Have  me  tmto  his  confessonr  ? 

But  emperesses,  and  duchesses, 

Thise  queues,  and  eek  [thise]  countesses, 

Thise  abbesses,  and  eek  Bigyns,         6861 

These  grete  ladyes  palasyns. 

These  joly  knightes,  and  baillyves, 

Thise  nonnes,  and  thise  burgeis  wyves. 

That  riohe  been,  and  eek  plesing,       6865 

And  thise  maidens  welfaring, 

Wher-so  they  clad  or  naked  be, 

Unoounoeiled  goth  ther  noon  firo  me. 

And,  for  her  soules  savetee, 

At  lord  and  lady,  and  hir  meynee,     6870 

I  axe,  whan  they  hem  to  me  shxyve. 

The  propretee  of  al  hir  lyve, 

And  make  hem  trowe,  bothe  meest  and 

leest, 
Hir  paroch-prest  nis  but  a  beest 
Ayens  me  and  my  company,  6875 

That  shrewes  becoi  as  greet  as  I ; 
For  whiche  I  wol  not  hyde  in  hold 
Ko  privetee  that  me  is  told. 
That  I  by  word  or  signe,  y-wis, 
't'Nil  make  hem  knowe  what  it  is,      6880 
And  they  wolen  also  tellen  me ; 
They  hele  fro  me  no  privitee. 
And  for  to  make  yow  hem  perceyven. 
That  usen  folk  thus  to  disceyven, 
I  wol  you  seyn,  withouten  drede,       6885 
What  men  may  in  the  gospel  rede 
Of  S^ynt  Mathew,  the  gospelere. 
That  seith,  as  I  shal  you  sey  here. 
*■  Upon  the  ohaire  cf  Moyses — 


Thus  is  it  glosed,  douteles  1  6890 

That  is  the  olde  testament. 

For  therby  is  the  ohaire  ment- 

Sitte  Scribes  and  Pharifl(i}en  ;— 

That  is  to  seyn,  the  cursed  men 

Whiche  that  we  ypocrites  calle—       6895 

Doth  that  they  preche,  I  rede  yon  alle, 

But  doth  not  as  they  don  a  del. 

That  been  not  wery  to  seye  wel. 

But  to  do  wel,  no  wiUe  "have  they ; 

And  they  wolde  binde  on  folk  alwey. 

That  ben  to  [be]  begyled  aUe,  6901 

fBurdens  that  ben  importable ; 

On  folkes  shuldree  thinges  they  oonchen 

That  they  nil  with  her  fingres  touchen.* 

Amour,  *  And  why  wol  they  not  touohe 
it?' 

F.Sem.  'Why?  6905 

For  hem  ne  list  not,  sikerly ; 
For  Badde  fburdens  that  men  taken 
Make  folkes  shuldree  aken. 
And  if  they  do  ought  that  good  be. 
That  is  for  folk  it  shulde  see :  6910 

Her  fborders  larger  maken  they. 
And  make  hir  hemmes  wyde  alwey, 
And  loven  setes  at  the  table. 
The  firste  and  most  honourable ; 
And  for  to  han  the  first  chaieres        6915 
In  Qjmagoges,  to  hem  fnl  dere  is ; 
And  willen  that  folk  hem  loute  and  grete, 
Whan  that  they  passen  thurgh  the  strete. 
And  wolen  be  oleped  *  Maister '  also. 
But  they  ne  shulde  not  willen  so ;     6930 
The  gospel  is  ther-ageyns,  I  gesse : 
That  sheweth  wel  hir  wikkidnessa 

*  Another  custom  use  we : — 
Of  hem  that  wol  ayens  us  be, 
We  hate  fhem  deedly  everichoon,      69*5 
And  we  wol  worry  fhem,  as  oon. 
Him  that  oon  hateth,  hate  we  alle, 
And  conjecte  how  to  doon  him  &lle. 
And  if  we  seen  him  winne  honour, 
Bichesse  or  preys,  thurgh  his  valour,  6930 
Provende,  rent,  or  dignitee, 
Ful  fast,  y-wis,  compassen  we 
By  what  ladder  he  is  domben  so ; 
And  for  to  maken  him  doun  to  go, 
With  traJsoun  we  wole  him  defame,  6955 
And  doon  him  lose  his  gode  name. 
Thus  from  his  ladder  we  him  take. 
And  thus  his  freendes  foes  we  make ; 
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Bat  word  ne  wite  ihal  lie  noon, 

TH  alio  hif  fireendM  been  his  f oon.     6940 

For  if  we  dide  it  openly, 

"We  mi^t  have  bUune  xedily ; 

Far  hadde  he  wist  of  our  malyoe, 

He  hadde  him  kept,  bat  he  were  nyoe. 

*  Another  is  this,  that,  if  so  fUle    6945 
Tliat  ther  be  oon  among  ns  alle 
ThAt  doth  a  good  torn,  oat  of  drede, 
We  s^yn  it  is  oar  alder  dede. 
Ye,  sikerly,  thoogfa  he  it  fegmed, 
Or  that  him  list,  or  that  him  deynedd^so 
A  man  thaxgh  him  avaonoed  be ; 
Thexof  alle  paroeners  be  we, 
And  teUen  folk,  wher-so  we  go, 
That  man  thaxgh  as  is  sprongen  so. 
And  for  to  have  of  men  preysing,       6955 
We  porohace,  thaxgh  oar  flatering, 

Of  riche  men,  of  gret  poastee, 

Lettres,  to  witnesse  oar  boontee ; 

80  that  man  weneth,  that  may  as  see, 

That  alle  verta  in  as  be.  6960 

And  alwey  pore  we  as  f eyne ; 

Bat  how  so  that  we  begge  or  pl^yne. 

We  ben  the  folk,  withoat  lesing, 

That  al  thing  have  withoat  having. 

Thos  be  we  dred  of  the  paple,  y-wisi  6965 

And  gladly  my  porpos  is  this  :— 

I  dele  with  no  wight,  bat  he 

Have  gold  and  tresoor  gret  plentee ; 

Hir  aoqaeyntaoiioe  wel  love  I ; 

This  is  moche  my  dMyr,  shortly.        6970 

I  entremete  me  of  brocages, 

I  make  pees  and  mariages, 

I  am  gladly  ezeoatoar, 

And  many  ^mes  proooratoar ; 

I  am  somtyme  messager ;  6975 

That  falleth  not  to  mj  mister. 

And  many  lymes  I  make  enqoestes ; 

Jfor  me  that  office  not  honest  is ; 

To  dele  with  other  mennes  tMng, 

That  is  to  me  a  gret  lyking.  6980 

And  if  that  ye  have  ooght  to  do 

In  place  that  I  repeire  to, 

I  thai  it  speden  thaxgh  my  wit, 

As  sone  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 

80  that  ye  serve  me  to  pay,  6965 

My  servise  shal  be  yoar  alway. 

Bat  who-so  wol  chae^yse  me, 

Anoon  my  love  lost  hath  he ; 

F«  I  love  no  man  in  no  gyie. 


That  wol  me  repreve  or  ohas^yse ;      6990 
Bat  I  wolde  al  folk  andertake. 
And  of  no  wight  no  teching  take ; 
For  I,  that  other  folk  ohastye, 
Wol  not  be  taoght  Ixo  my  folye. 

*  I  love  noon  hermitage  more ;        6995 
Alle  deeertes,  and  holtes  hore, 

And  grete  wodes  everichoon, 

I  lete  hem  to  the  Baptist  lohan. 

I  qaethe  him  qoyte,  and  him  relesse 

Of  Egiptalthe  wildimesse;  7000 

To  fer  were  alle  my  mansioons 

Fro  alle  oitees  and  goods  tonnes. 

Ify  paleis  and  myn  hoas  make  I 

There  men  may  renne  in  openly. 

And  sey  that  I  the  world  forsake.       7005 

Bat  al  amidde  I  bilde  and  make 

Hy  hoos,  and  swimxoe  and  pley  therinne 

Bet  than  a  fish  doth  with  his  flnne. 

*  Of  Anteoristes  men  am  I, 

Of  whiche  that  Crist  seith  openly,      7010 

They  have  aUt  of  holinetse. 

And  liven  in  saoh  wikkednesge. 

Oatward,  lambren  semen  we, 

FaUe  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee, 

And  inward  we,  withooten  fable,        701J 

Ben  gredy  wolves  ravisable. 

We  environne  bothe  londe  and  see ; 

With  al  the  world  fwerreyen  we ; 

We  wol  ordeyne  of  alle  thing, 

Of  folkes  good,  and  her  living.  jrodo 

*  If  ther  be  oastel  or  oitee 
Wherin  that  any  boagerons  be, 
Althoagh  that  they  of  Milayne  were. 
For  ther-of  ben  they  blamed  there : 
Orifa  wight,  oat  of  mesore,  7015 
Wolde  lene  his  gold,  and  take  asore. 
For  that  ho  is  so  ooveitoas  : 

Or  if  he  be  to  lecoheroos, 

Or  fthefe,  or  haonte  simonye ; 

Or  provost,  ftd  of  trechery e,  7^30 

Or  prelat,  living  jolily. 

Or  prest  that  halt  his  qaene  him  by ; 

Or  olde  hores  hostileis, 

Or  other  bawdes  or  bordillers. 

Or  elles  blamed  of  any  vyoe,  7035 

Of  whiche  men  shalden  doon  jastyoe : 

By  alle  the  seyntes  that  we  pray. 

Bat  they  defende  fhem  with  lampreTi 

With  looe,  with  eles,  with  samoons. 

With  tendre  gees,  and  with  capoons,  7040 
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With  tartes,  or  with  foheses  fat, 
With  deynte  flawnes,  brode  and  flat, 
With  caleweys,  or  with  pollaille, 
With  coninges,  or  with  fyn  vitaille, 
That  we,  -onder  our  clothes  wyde,       7045 
Maken  thnrgh  our  golet  glyde  : 
Or  but  he  wol  do  come  in  haste 
Boo-venisonn,  [y>bake  in  paste  : 
Whether  so  that  he  loore  or  groine, 
He  shal  have  of  a  corde  a  loigne,        7050 
With  whiche  men  shal  him  binde  and 

lede, 
To  brenne  him  for  his  sinftil  dede. 
That  men  shnlle  here  him  crye  and  rore 
A  myle-wey  abonte,  and  more. 
Or  elles  he  shal  in  prisonn  dye,  7055 

Bat-if  he  wol  [onrj  frendship  bye, 
Or  smerten  that  tiiat  he  hath  do, 
More  than  his  gilt  amonnteth  to. 
But,  and  he  oontho  thnrgh  his  sleight 
I>o  maken  np  a  tonr  of  height,  7060 

Nought  ronghte  I  whether  of  stone  or  tree, 
Or  erthe,  or  turves  thongh  it  be, 
Though  it  were  of  no  vounde  stone 
Wrought  with  squyre  and  scantilone, 
Bo  that  the  tour  were  stuffed  wel        7065 
With  alle  richesse  temporel ; 
And  thanne,  that  he  wolde  updresse 
Engyns,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
To  caste  at  us,  hy  every  syde — 
To  here  his  goode  name  wyde —  7070 

Such  sleightes  [as]  I  shal  yow  nevene, 
Barelles  of  wyne,  by  size  or  sevene. 
Or  gold  in  sakkes  gret  plente. 
He  shulde  sone  delivered  be 
And  if  he  have  noon  sich  pitaunoes,    7075 
Late  him  study  in  equipolenoes. 
And  lete  lyes  and  fallaces. 
If  that  he  wolde  deserve  our  graces ; 
Or  we  shal  here  him  such  witnesse 
Of  sinne,  and  of  his  wrecchidnesse,    7080 
And  doon  his  loos  so  wyde  renne. 
That  al  quik  we  shulde  him  brenne. 
Or  elles  yeve  him  suche  penaunoe. 
That  is  wel  wors  than  the  pitannce. 

*  For  thou  shalt  never,  for  northing, 
Con  knowen  aright  by  her  clothing    7066 
The  traitours  fdlle  of  treoherye, 
But  thou  her  werkes  can  aspye. 
And  ne  hadde  the  good  keping  be 
Whylom  of  the  universitee,  7090 


That  kepeth  the  key  of  Cristendome, 

fThey  had  been  turmented,  alle  and  some. 

Suche  been  the  stinking  [feds]  prophetis ; 

Nis  non  of  hem,  that  good  prophete  is ; 

For  they,  thurgh  wikked  entenoioun,  7095 

The  yeer  of  the  incamacioun 

A  thousand  and  two  hundred  yeer, 

lyve  and  flfby,  ferther  ne  ner, 

Broughten  a  book,  with  sory  grace, 

To  yeven  ensample  in  comune  place,  7100 

That  seide  thus,  though  it  were  fable  .* — 

*'  This  is  the  Gospel  Perdurable, 

That  firo  the  Holy  Gtoost  is  sent." 

Wel  were  it  worth  to  ben  [y>brent  I 

Entitled  was  in  such  manere  7105 

This  book,  of  which  I  telle  here. 

Ther  nas  no  wight  in  al  Parys, 

Bifom  Our  Lady,  at  parvys, 

fThat  [he]  ne  mighte  bye  the  book, 

fTo  copy,  if  him  talent  took.  71 10 

Ther  might  he  see,  by  greet  tresoun, 

Fnl  many  fals  comparisoun  ^— 

(t  As  modie  as,  thurgh  his  grete  might, 

Be  it  of  hete,  or  of  light, 

The  sunne  surmonnteth  the  mone,      71 15 

That  troubler  is,  and  chaungeth  sone, 

And  the  note-kernel  the  shelle — 

(I  soome  nat  that  I  yow  telle) — 

Bight  so,  withonten  any  gyle, 

Surmonnteth  this  noble  Evangyle      7120 

The  word  of  any  evangelist.** 

And  to  her  title  they  token  Ohrist ; 

And  many  such  oomparisoun, 

Of  which  I  make  no  mencioun, 

Might  men  in  that  boke  flnde,  7125 

Who-so  coude  of  hem  have  minde. 

*  Th'  universitee,  that  tho  was  aslepe, 
Gan  for  to  braide,  and  taken  kepe ; 
And  at  the  noys  the  heed  up-oaste, 
Ke  never  sithen  slepte  it  faste,  7130 

But  up  it  sterte,  and  armes  took 
Ayens  this  fals  horrible  book, 
Al  redy  batail  for  to  make, 
And  to  the  juge  the  book  to  take. 
But  they  that  broughten  the  book  there 
Hente  it  anoon  awey,  for  fere ;  7136 

Thoy  nolde  shewe  it  more  a  del, 
But  thenne  it  kepte,  and  kepen  wil, 
Til  such  a  tyme  that  th^  may  see 
That  they  so  strange  woxen  be,  7140 

That  no  wight  may  hem  wel  withstonde ; 
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Wot  hy  thai  book  tlMgr  dnnt  not  itonde. 

Awi^  th^  gomxB  it  for  to  bero, 

Tor  ihey  n«  dnnto  not  uifwert 

By  ezpoeicioaii  fno  glote  7145 

To  that  that  clerkef  wole  appott 

Ayens  the  eoricdnowo,  y-wis, 

That  in  that  boko  writen  is. 

Now  wot  I  not,  ne  I  oan  not  mo 

What  manor  ende  that  there  ihal  be  7150 

Of  al  thisfboke]  that  they  hyde ; 

Bat  yit  algate  thfly  ihal  al^yde 

Ta  that  they  may  it  bet  defende ; 

Thie  trowe  I  beet,  wol  be  hir  ende. 

'  ThoM  Antecrist  al^en  we,  7155 

IPor  we  ben  alle  of  hie  meynee ; 
And  what  man  that  wol  not  be  eo, 
Bi^t  eone  he  ihal  hie  lyf  forgo. 
We  wol  a  paple  fon  him  aieyie, 
And  thnrgh  our  gyle  doon  him  leiM,  7160 
And  him  on  eharpe  speree  ryve, 
Or  other-woyee  bringe  him  fro  lyve, 
Bnt-if  that  he  wol  folowe,  y-wif, 
That  In  onr  boke  writen  is. 
Thus  moche  wol  oar  book  signifye,     7165 
That  whyl  [that]  Peter  hath  maistrye, 
Ub^  never  Johan  shewe  wel  his  might. 

*  Now  have  I  yoa  declared  right 
The  mening  of  the  bark  and  rinde 
That  maketh  the  entenoioons  blinde.  7170 
Bat  now  at  erst  I  wol  biginne 

To  ezpowne  yoa  the  pith  withinne : — 

[fAnd  first,  by  Peter,  as  I  wene. 

The  Pope  himself  we  wolden  mene,] 

And  [eek]  the  seoolers  oomprehende,  7175 

That  Cristes  lawe  wol  defende, 

And  shalde  it  kepen  and  nuiyntenen 

Ayeines  hem  that  al  sastenen, 

And  falsly  to  the  paple  techen. 

fAnd  Johan  bitokeneth  hem  fthat  pre- 

ehen,  7180 

That  ther  nis  lawe  oovenable 
Bat  thilke  Gospel  Perdorable, 
That  fro  the  Holy  Goet  was  sent 
To  tame  folk  that  been  miswent. 
The  strengthe  of  Johan  they  ondirstonde 
The  grace   in   which,  they  seye,  they 

stonde,  7186 

That  doth  the  sinfol  folk  converte, 
And  hem  to  Jesos  Crist  reverte. 

*  Fal  many  another  horriblete 

ICay  men  in  that  boke  see,  7'9o 


That  ben  oomaanded,  donteles, 
Asrens  the  lawe  of  Borne  expres ; 
And  alle  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 
As  men  may  in  the  book  biholden. 
And  than  oomaxmden  they  to  sleen    7195 
Alle  tho  that  with  Peter  been  ; 
Bat  they  shal  nevere  have  that  might, 
And,  god  tofom,  for  stryf  to  fight, 
That  they  ne  shal  y-noagh  [men]  finde 
That  Peters  lawe  shal  have  in  minde,  7300 
And  ever  holde,  and  so  mi^yntene, 
That  at  the  last  it  shal  be  sene, 
That  they  shal  alle  eome  therto. 
For  ooght  that  they  can  qpeke  oar  da 
And  thilke  lawe  shal  not  stonde,        73015 
That  they  by  Johan  have  ondirrtonde ', 
Bat,  maogre  hem,  it  shal  adoon, 
And  been  brought  to  oonfasionn. 
Bat  I  wol  stinte  of  this  matere. 
For  it  is  wonder  long  to  here ; 
Bat  hadde  that  ilke  book  endared, 
Of  better  estate  I  were  ensared ; 
And  freendes  have  I  srit,  pardee. 
That  ban  me  set  in  greet  degree. 
*  Of  al  this  world  is  emperoor 
Gyle  my  fiider,  the  treohoar. 
And  emp[e]resse  my  moder  is, 
Haagre  the  Holy  Gost,  y-wis. 
Oar  mighty  linage  and  oar  roate 
Begneth  in  every  regne  aboate ; 
And  wel  is  fworth  we  maistres  be. 
For  al  this  ¥rorld  goveme  we. 
And  can  the  folk  so  wel  disoeyve. 
That  noon  oar  gyle  oan  peroeyve ; 
And  though  they  doon,  they  dar 

saye; 
The  sothe  dar  no  'wight  biwreye. 
Bat  he  in  Cristis  wrath  him  ledeth. 
That  more  than  Crist  my  bretheren  dre- 

deth. 
He  nis  no  M  good  champioan. 
That  dredeth  saoh  similaoioan  *, 
Kor  that  for  peyne  wole  reftisen 
Us  to  oorreoten  and  aocosen. 
He  wol  not  entremete  by  right, 
Ne  have  god  in  his  eye-sight. 
And  therfore  god  shal  him  panyoe ; 
Bat  me  ne  rekketh  of  no  vyoe, 
Sithen  men  as  loven  oomanaUy, 
And  holden  as  for  so  worthy, 
That  we  may  folk  repreve  eohoon, 
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And  we  nil  have  repref  of  noon.         7340 
Whom  shnlden  folk  worshipen  so 
But  110,  that  stinten  never  mo 
To  patren  whyl  that  folk  ns  see, 
Though  it  not  so  hihinde  hem  he  ? 

*  And  where  is  more  wood  folye,      7245 
Than  to  enhannce  chivalrye, 

And  love  nohle  men  and  gay, 

That  joly  clothes  weren  alway  ? 

If  ihey  he  sich  folk  as  they  semen, 

So  dene,  as  men  her  clothes  demen,  7250 

And  that  her  wordes  folowe  her  dede. 

It  is  gret  pite,  ont  of  drede. 

For  they  wol  he  noon  ypoorites ! 

Of  hem,  me  thinketh  [it]  gret  spite  is  ; 

I  can  not  love  hem  on  no  syde.  7255 

Bnt  Beggers  with  these  hodes  W3^e, 

With  sleighe  and  pale  &ces  lene, 

And  greye  clothes  not  Ail  dene. 

But  fretted  ftal  of  tatarwagges, 

And  highe  shoes,  knopped  with  dagges, 

That  fironncen  lyke  a  qnaile>pype,       7261 

Or  hotes  liyeling  as  a  gype ; 

To  saoh  folk  as  I  yon  devyse 

Shnlde  princes  and  these  lordes  wyse 

Take  alle  her  londes  and  her  thinges,  7265 

Bothe  werre  and  pees,  in  goveminges ; 

To  sach  folk  shnlde  a  prince  him  yive. 

That  wolde  his  lyf  in  honour  live. 

And  if  they  he  not  as  they  seme,    . 

That  serven  thus  the  world  to  qneme,  7270 

There  wolde  I  dwelle,  to  disceyve 

The  folk,  for  they  shal  not  perceyve. 

*  Bnt  I  ne  speke  in  no  soch  wsrse, 
That  men  shnlde  hnmhle  ahit  ^spyse. 
So  4ihat  no  piyde  ther-nnder  he.  7275 
No  man  shnlde  hate,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  pore  man  in  sich  dothing. 

"But  god  ne  preiseth  him  no-thing. 
That  seith  he  hath  the  world  forsake, 
And  hath  to  worldly  glorie  him  take,  7280 
And  wol  of  siche  delyoes  nse ; 
Who  may  that  Begger  wd  excuse  f 
That  papdard,  that  him  yddeth  so, 
And  wol  to  worldly  eee  go, 
And  sdth  that  he  the  world  hath  left. 
And  gredily  it  giyi>eth  eft,  7286 

He  is  the  hound,  shame  is  to  seyn, 
That  to  his  casting  goth  ageyn. 
'  But  unto  3rou  dar  I  not  lye  : 
But  mighte  I  f den  or  aspye  7290 


That  ye  perceyved  it  no-thing, 
Te  8hulde[n]  have  a  stark  lesing 
Bight  in  your  hond  thus,  to  higinne, 
I  nolde  it  lette  for  no  sinne.* 

The  god  lough  at  the  wonder  tho,   7295 
And  every  wight  gan  laughe  also. 
And  seide  : — *  Lo  here  a  man  ari^t 
For  to  he  trusty  to  every  wight !  * 

*  Fals  Semhlant,'  quod  Love,  *  sey  to  me, 
Sith  I  thus  have  avaunced  thee,  7300 

That  in  my  court  is  thy  dwelling. 
And  of  rihaudes  shalt  he  my  king, 
Wolt  thou  wd  holden  my  forwardes  ? ' 

F,  8em,    *Ye,  sir,  from  hennes  fore- 
wardes; 
Hadde  never  your  fader  here-hifom    7395 
Servaunt  so  trewe,  sith  he  was  horn.* 

Amour,     *  That  is  ayeines  al  nature.' 

F,  Sem,    *Sir,  put  you  in  that  aven- 
ture ; 
For  though  ye  horowes  take  of  me. 
The  sikerer  shal  ye  never  he  7310 

For  oetages,  ne  sikimesse. 
Or  -chartres,  for  to  here  witnesse. 
I  take  your-sdf  to  record  here. 
That  men  ne  may,  in  no  manere, 
Teren  the  wolf  out  of  his  hyde,  7315 

Til  he  he  fflayn,  hak  and  syde. 
Though  men  him  hete  and  al  defyle ; 
What  ?  wene  ye  that  I  wole  higyle  ? 
For  I  am  dothed  mekdy, 
Ther-under  is  al  my  trechery ;  7320 

Myn  herte  chaungeth  never  the  mo 
For  noon  ahit,  in  which  I  go. 
Though  I  have  chere  of  simplenesse, 
I  am  not  wery  of  shrewednesse. 
My  lemman,  Streyned-Ahstinenoe,      7325 
Hath  mister  of  my  purveaunce ; 
She  hadde  fril  longe  ago  he  deed, 
Nere  my  conned  and  my  reed ; 
Lete  hir  allone,  and  you  and  me.' 

And  Love  answerde,  *  I  truste  thee  7330 
Without[e]  horowe,  for  I  wol  noon,* 
And  Fals-Semhlant,  the  theef,  anoon, 
Bight  in  that  like  same  place. 
That  hadde  of  tresoun  al  his  face        7334 
Bight  hlak  withinne,  and  whyt  withoute, 
Thanketh  him,  gan  on  his  knees  lonte. 

lilian was ther nought,  but  *Everymaa 
Now  to  assaut,  that  sailen  can,' 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  fixl  hardily.* 
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Than  urmed  ih«y  hsm  wxmmmJy      7340 

Of  sioh  armour  M  to  horn  f«L 

Whan  tho^  were  armed,  feis  and  fel, 

They  wente  hem  forth,  alle  in  a  roate, 

And  eette  the  oastel  al  abonte ; 

They  wil  nought  awaj,  for  no  drede,  7345 

Til  it  eo  be  that  they  ben  dede, 

Or  ta  they  ha^e  the  caetel  take. 

And  foore  batels  they  gen  make, 

And  parted  hem  in  foore  anoon. 

And  t<d:e  her  way,  and  forth  they  goon, 

The  tcfwn  gates  for  to  aandle,  7351 

Of  whiohe  the  kepere  wol  not  faile  ; 

For  th^  ben  neither  ^yke  ne  dede,. 

Bdt  hardy  fblk,  and  lironge  in  dede. 

Now  wole  I  B^yn  the  oonntenannoe  7355 
Of  lUs-Semblant,  and  Abstinannoe, 
That  ben  to  Wikkid-Tonge  went. 
Bat  firet  th^  helde  her  pariement, 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  maken  hem  be  knowen  there,        7360 
Or  elles  walken  forth  di^gyeed. 
But  at  the  laste  they  devyied, 
That  they  wold  goon  in  tapinage, 
Ab  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
19^  good  and  holy  folk  nnfeyned.      7365 
And  Dame  Abetfaienoe-Streyned 
Took  on  a  robe  of  camelyne, 
And  gan  hir  fgraithe  as  a  Begyne. 
A  largo  oorerohiaf  of  threde 
She  wrapped  al  abonte  hir  hede,         7370 
Bat  she  forgat  not  hir  saatere ; 
A  peire  of  bedes  eek  she  here 
Upon  a  laoe,  al  of  whyt  threde, 
On  which  that  she  hir  bedes  bede ; 
Bat  she  ne  boo^te  hem  never  a  del,  7375 
For  they  were  geren  her,  I  wot  wel, 
Ood  wot,  of  a  All  holy  frere. 
That  seide  he  was  hir  foder  dere, 
To  idiom  she  hadde  oAer  went 
Thanany  frereof  hisoovient.  7380 

And  he  visyted  hir  also> 
And  many  a  sermonn  seide  hir  to ; 
He  nolde  lette,  for  man  on  lyre, 
That  he  ne  wolde  hir  ofte  shiyre^ 
And  with  so  gret  devooion  7^ 

They  made(n]  her  confession, 
That  they  had  ofte,  for  the  nones, 
Two  hedes  in  one  hood  at  ones. 

Of  fidr  shape  I  fdevyse  her  thee, 
Batpaleoffooesomtyme  wasdie;    7390 

B 


That  fiftlse  traitooresse  nntrewe 

Was  lyk  that  salowe  hors  of  hewe, 

That  in  the  Apocalips  is  shewed, 

That  signi^eth  ftiio  folk  beshrswed, 

That  been  al  All  of  treoherye,  7396 

And  pale,  thorgh  hypooriss^ ; 

For  on  that  hors  no  ooloar  is. 

Bat  only  deed  and  pale,  y>wisi 

Of  saohe  a  coloar  enlangoared 

Was  Abstinence,  y-wis,  odoared  ;      7400 

Of  her  estat  she  her  repented. 

As  her  vissge  represented. 

She  had  a  bardoan  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Gyle  had  yere  her  of  his  yefbe ; 
And  a  sorippe  of  Fainte  Distresse,      7405 
That  ftd  was  of  elengenesse, 
And  forth  she  walked  sobrdy : 
And  False  Semblant  saynt,  4s  vou»  dy, 
fHad,  as  it  were  for  saoh  misters, 
Don  on  the  cope  of  a  firere,  7410 

With  chere  simple,  and  ftil  pitocM ; 
His  looking  was  not  disdeinoos, 
He  proad,  bat  meke  and  Ail  pesible. 
Aboat  his  nekke  he  bar  a  bible. 
And  sqoierly  forth  gan  he  gon ;  7415 

And,  for  to  rests  his  limmes  apon, 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potente ; 
As  he  were  foble,  his  way  he  wente. 
Bat  in  his  sieve  he  gan  to  thringe 
A  rasoar  sharpt  snd  wel  bytinge,        7420 
That  was  forged  in  a  foirge, 
Which  that  men  depen  Ooape-gorge. 

80  longe  forth  hir  way  they  nomen, 
TQ  they  to  Wicked^Tonge  oomen, 
That  at  his  gate  was  sitting,  742$ 

And  saw  folk  in  the  way  paonng. 
The  pilgrimes  saw  he  foste  by, 
That  beren  hem  Ail  mekely, 
And  f  hamblely  they  with  him  mette. 
Dame  Abstinence  first  him  grette,      7430 
And  sith  him  False  Semblant  salaed, 
And  he  hem ;  bat  he  not  fremaed, 
For  he  ne  dredde  hem  not  a-deL 
For  when  he  saw  hir  faces  wel, 
Alwayinhertehimthooghteso,        7435 
He  shalde  knowe  hem  bothe  two ; 
For  wel  he  knew  Dame  Abstinaonce^ 
Bat  he  ne  knew  not  Oonstreynaiinoe. 
He  knew  nat  that  she  was  constrayned, 
Neofhertheveslyfefeynsd,  744o 

Bat  wende  die  com  of  wil  al  free ; 
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Bat  she  oom  in  another  degree ; 
And  if  of  good  wil  she  began, 
That  wil  was  fiedled  her  [as]  than. 

And  Eals-Semblant  had  he  seyn  als, 
Bat  he  knew  nat  that  he  was  fais*      7446 
Tet  fids  was  he,  bat  his  ialsnesse 
Ne  coade  he  not  espye,  nor  gesse ; 
For  Semblant  was  so  slye  wrooght. 
That  fwlrmosse  he  ne  espyed  nought.  7450 
Bat  haddest  thoa  knowen  him  befom, 
Thoa  woldest  on  a  boke  have  sworn. 
Whan  thoa  him  saogh  in  thilke  aray 
That  he,  that  whylom  was  so  gay, 
And  of  the  daonoe  Joly  Bobin,  7455 

Was  tho  become  a  Jacobin. 
Bat  sothely,  what  so  men  him  calle, 
Frere[8]  Frechoars  been  good  men  alle ; 
Hir  order  wickedly  they  beren, 
Sache  minstrelles  if  [that]  they  weren. 
80  been  Aagostins  and  Oordileres,      7461 
And  Carmes,  and  eek  Sakked  Freies, 
And  alle  freres,  shodde  and  bare, 
Cnioagh  some  of  hem  ben  grete  and 

sqoare) 
Fal  holy  men,  as  I  hem  deme ;  7465 

Eyerioh  of  hem  wdde  good  man  seme. 
Bat  shalt  thoa  nerer  of  apparenoe 
Seen  oondnde  good  oonaeqaenoe 
In  none  argament,  3^>wis, 
If  ezistenoealfidledis.  7470 

For  men  may  finde  alway  sophyme 
The  oooseqaence  to  envenyme, 
Who4o  that  fhath  the  sabteltee 
The  doable  sentence  for  to  see. 

Whan  the  pilgrymesoommen  were  7475 
To  Wicked-Tonge,  that  dwelled  tiiere, 
Hir  hameis  nigh  hem  was  algate ; 
By  Wicked-Tonga  adoon  they  nte, 
Thai  bad  hem  ner  him  Ibr  to  come. 
And  of  tydinges  telle  him  some,         74&> 
And  sayde  hem^-*¥niat  cas  maketh 

yow 
To  come  Into  this  place  now?  * 

*  Sir,'  seyde  Strained-Abstinaonoe, 

*  We,  for  to  dxye  oar  penaance. 

With  hertes  pitoas  and  devoate,        7485 
Are  oommen,  aspilgrimes  gon  aboate ; 
Wei  nigh  on  fote  alway  we  go ; 
Fol  fdosty  been  oar  heles  two ; 
And  thas  bothe  we  ben  sent 
Thaighoat  this  world  that  is  niswent. 


To  yeve  ensample,  and  preohe  aka    7491 
To  fisshen  sinfol  men  we  go. 
For  other  flashing  ne  fisshe  we. 
And,  sir,  for  that  oharitee. 
As  we  be  wont,  herberwe  we  crave,    7495 
Yoor  lyf  to  amende ;  Grist  it  save  1 
And,  so  it  shalde  yoa  nat  displese, 
We  wolden,  if  it  were  year  ese, 
A  short  sermoan  anto  yoa  seyn.' 
And  Wikked-Tonge  answerde  ageyn, 
*Thehoas,'qaodhe,'saoha8yesee,   7301 
Shal  nat  be  warned  yoa  for  me, 
Sey  what  yoa  list,  and  I  wol  here.' 
*  Qraxmt  mercy,  swete  sire  dere ! ' 
Qaod  alderfizst  Bame  Abstinence,      7505 
And  thas  began  she  hir  sentence : 
Comt  Abttinmice,  *  Sir,  the  first  vertoe, 
certeyn. 
The  gretest,  and  most  sovereyn 
That  may  be  f  oande  in  any  man, 
For  having,  or  for  wit  he  can,  7510 

That  is,  his  tonge  to  refreyne ; 
Therto  ought  eveiy  wight  him  peyne. 
fV>ritisbetterstillebe 
Than  for  to  speken  harm,  pardee  1 
And  he  that  herkeneth  it  gladly,        7515 
He  is  no  good  man,  sikedy. 
And,  sir,  aboven  al  other  sinne, 
In  that  art  thoa  most  giUy  inne. 
Thoa  spake  a  jape  not  long  ago, 
(And,  sir,  that  was  ri^t  yvel  do)       7530 
Of  a  yong  man  that  here  repaired, 
And  never  yet  this  place  apaired. 
Thoa  seydest  he  awaited  nothing 
Bat  to  disceyve  Fair^Welcoming. 
Te  seyde  nothing  sooth  of  that ;         7515 
Bat,  sir,  ye  lye ;  I  teU  yoa  plat ; 
He  ne  cometh  no  more,  ne  go(h,  pacdee  I 
I  trow  ye  shal  him  never  see. 
Fkdr>Welcoming  in  prison  is. 
That  ofte  hath  played  with  yoa,  er  this, 
The  ftirest  games  that  he  coade,        7531 
Withoate  fllthe,  stille  or  loade ; 
Now  dar  fhe  nat  himself  solace. 
Te  ban  also  the  man  do  ohaoe. 
That  he  dar  neither  come  ne  ga         7535 
What  meveth  yoa  to  hake  him  so 
But  properly  yoar  wikked  thooght. 
That  many  a  fids  lesing  hath  thought? 
That  meveth  yoar  fiwle  eloqaenoe, 
Thatjan^ethdverinandianoe,         7540 
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And  on  the  fblk  ar^Mth  bUme, 

And  dotii  liem  dishonoor  and  ihame, 

For  thing  that  may  hava  no  praring, 

Bat  lyUinasM,  and  oontririnis. 

]Por  I  dar  seyn,  that  Beaon  damath,    7545 

It  18  not  al  sooth  thing  that  lamelh 

And  it  la  aiima  to  eontrova 

Thing  that  ia  [fbr]  to  raprove ; 

Thia  wot  ya  wel ;  and,  lir,  theiaftira 

Ye  am  to  Uama  [wel]  tha  mora.  7550 

And,  nathaleMe,  ha  rekketh  lyta ; 

He  yereth  nat  now  thereof  a  myte ; 

For  if  ha  thonghte  harm,  parft^r, 

He  wolde  oome  and  gon  al  day ; 

Ha  eonde  him-adfb  nat  ahetana.  7555 

Now  ocnneih  he  nat,  and  that  If  ana^ 

For  he  ne  takath  of  it  no  cue, 

Bot-if  it  be  through  arantnra, 

And  laaie  than  other  folk,  alette. 

And  thou  here  watohest  at  tha  gate,  7960 

With  spare  in  thyne  areet  alway ; 

There  muae,  mnsard,  al  tha  day. 

Thou  wakeat  night  and  day  for  thonglit ; 

Y-wia,  thy  trav^yl  ia  ibr  noii|^ 

And  Jekm^re,  withoaten  fidle,  75<^ 

8hal  narar  qnyta  thee  thy  tnrvaila. 

And  soatha  is,  that  FtOr-WeloomlBg, 

"VnthoatCen]  any  trespassing, 

Shal  wTongfolly  in  prison  be, 

Ther  wepeth  and  langnissheth  ha.      7570 

And  though  thon  never  yet,  y-wis, 

Agilteat  man  no  more  bat  this, 

(Tkke  not  aFgreef)  it  ware  worUiy 

To  patte  thee  oat  of  this  baily, 

And  afterward  in  prison  lye,  7575 

And  f ettre  thee  til  that  thoa  dye ; 

For  thoa  shalt  for  this  sinne  dweUe 

Bight  in  the  deyils  ers  of  heUe, 

Bat-if  that  thoa  repente  thee.'  7579 

*lCa£fty,thoalyest£UslyI'  qaodhe. 
'What  ?  welcome  with  misohaanoe  now  I 
Have  I  therfore  harbored  yoa 
To  seye  me  shame,  and  ecJc  reprove  ? 
With  sozy  hi^ype,  to  yowt  bihove, 
Am  I  to-day  yoar  herbergere  I  7585 

Oo,  herber  yoa  elleswhere  than  here, 
That  han  a  Iyer  oalled  me  I 
Two  tregetoors  art  thoa  and  he, 
That  in  myn  hoas  do  me  this  shame, 
And  for  my  soth-sawe  ye  me  blame.  7590 
Is  this  the  sermoon  that  ye  make  ? 


To  alle  the  develles  I  ma  take, 

Or  elles,  god,  thoa  me  oonfoande ! 

Bat  er  men  diden  this  oastel  foonde, 

It  pasieth  not  ten  dayes  or  twelve,     7595 

Bat  it  was  told  right  to  my-selve, 

And  as  they  seide,  right  so  tolde  I, 

He  kiste  the  Bose  privily ! 

Thas  seide  I  now,  and  have  seid  yore ; 

I  not  wher  he  dide  any  more.  7600 

Why  sholde  men  sey  me  saoh  a  thing, 

If  it  hadde  been  gabbing? 

Bight  so  seide  I,  and  wol  seye  yit ; 

I  trowe,  I  lyed  not  of  it ; 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wol  blowe        7605 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowe, 

How  he  hath  bothe  comen  and  gon.* 

Tbo  tptik  Fkls^Semblant  right  anon, 
*  Al  is  not  gospel,  ont  of  doate, 
That  men  sayn  in  the  toana  aboota ;  7610 
Ley  no  deef  ere  to  my  speking ; 
I  swere  yow,  sir,  it  Is  gabbing  I 
I  trowe  ye  wot  wel  cartaynly. 
That  no  man  loveth  him  tenderly 
That  seith  him  harm,  if  he  wot  it,     7615 
Al  be  he  never  so  pore  of  wit. 
And  sooth  is  also  sikeily, 
(This  knowa  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I), 
That  lovers  gladly  wol  visyten 
The  places  ther  hir  loves  habyten.     7690 
This  man  y<m  loveth  and  eek  honoareth ; 
This  man  to  serve  yoa  labooreth ; 
And  olepeth  yoa  his  fireend  so  dere, 
And  this  man  maketh  yoa  good  chore, 
And  every-wher  that  [he]  jroa  meteth, 
He  j<m  saleweth,  and  he  yoa  greteth.  7626 
He  preseth  not  so  ofte,  that  ye 
Oaght  of  his  oome  encombred  be ; 
Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 
Fol  ofter  than  [that]  he  doth  now,     7630 
And  if  his  herte  him  streyned  so 
Unto  the  Bose  for  to  go. 
Ye  sholde  him  seen  so  ofte  nede, 
That  ye  sholde  take  him  with  the  dede. 
He  ooade  his  coming  not  fbrbere,       7635 
Thoagh  ye  him  thrilled  with  a  spare ; 
It  nero  not  thanne  as  it  is  now. 
Bat  trosteth  wel,  I  swere  it  yow, 
That  it  is  clene  oot  of  his  thooght. 
Sir,  oertes,  he  ne  thenketh  it  noaght ; 
No  more  ne  doth  Fair-Welcoming,    7641 
That  sore  abyeth  al  this  thing. 
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And  if  they  were  of  oon  assent, 

Fal  sone  were  the  Bose  hent ; 

The  mangre  yonres  wolde  be.  7645 

And  sir,  of  o  thing  herkeneth  me  ^— 

Sith  76  this  man,  that  loveth  yow, 

Han  seid  snoh  harm  and  shame  now, 

Witeth  wel,  if  he  gessed  it, 

Ye  may  wel  demen  in  your  wit,  y6so 

He  nolde  no-thing  love  yon  so, 

Ke  callen  yon  his  freend  also, 

Bnt  night  and  day  he  fwolde  wake, 

The  oastel  to  destroye  and  take, 

If  it  were  sooth  as  ye  devyse ;  7^ 

Or  8om  man  in  som  maner  wyse 

ICight  it  wame  him  everydel. 

Or  by  him-self  percoyven  wel ; 

For  sith  he  might  not  oome  and  gon 

As  he  was  whylom  wont  to  don,        7660 

He  might  it  sone  wite  and  see ; 

Bnt  now  al  other-wyse  fdoth  ha 

Than  have  fye,  sir,  al-onterly 

Deserved  heUe,  and  jolyly 

The  deth  of  helle,  donteles,  7665 

That  thrallen  folk  so  gUteles.* 

Eals-Semblant  proveth  so  this  thing 
That  he  can  noon  answering, 
And  seeth  alwey  snoh  apparannoe, 
That  n3rgh  he  fel  in  repentaunoe,      7670 
And  seide  him  >— *  Sir,  it  mi^  w41  be. 


Semblant,  a  good  man  semen  ye ; 
And,  Abstinence,  fvl  wyse  ye  seme ; 
Of  o  talent  yon  bothe  I  deme.  7674 

What  oonnoeil  wole  ye  to  me  yeven  ?' 
F.  8em,  *  Bight  here  anoon  thou  shalt 
be  shriven, 
And  sey  thy  sinne  withonte  more ; 
Of  this  shalt  thon  repente  sore ; 
For  I  am  preest,  and  have  potirtee 
To  shiyve  folk  of  most  dignitee         7680 
That  been,  as  wyde  as  world  may  dnre. 
Of  al  this  world  I  have  the  core. 
And  that  had  never  yit  personn. 
No  vicarie  of  no  maner  toxm. 
And,  god  wot,  I  have  of  thee  7685 

A  thousand  tymes  more  pitee 
Than  hath  thy  preest  parochial, 
Thongh  he  thy  freend  be  speoiaL 
I  have  avaontage,  in  o  wyse, 
That  your  prelates  ben  not  so  wyse   7690 
Ne  half  so  lettred  as  am  I. 
I  am  licenced  boldely 
In  divinitee  to  rede. 
And  to  oonfessen,  out  of  drede. 
If  ye  wol  yon  now  oonfesse,  7695 

And  love  yonr  sinnes  more  and  lease. 
Without  abood,  knele  donn  anon, 
And  yon  shal  have  abtolnoion.'         7698 
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Almiovit  and  al  meroUUe  queue, 

1*0  wl&om  that  al  thif  world  fleeth  for 


To  liave  releea  of  liiine,  lonre  and  tene, 
Glorioiu  virgine,  of  alle  flonres  floor, 
9o  thee  I  flee,  confonnded  in  erroor !      5 
Help  and  relere,  tlion  mighty  dehonaire, 
Have  mercy  on  my  perilous  langour ! 
Yanquifldied  m'  hath  my  cruel  adyenaira. 

Bountee  ao  fix  hath  in  thyn  herte  hia 

tente, 
That  wel  I  wot  thou  wolt  my  aooour  he,  10 
Thou  oanst  not  wame  him  that,  with 

good  entente, 
Azeth  thyn  help.  Thyn  herte  if  ay  iofiree. 
Thou  art  largono  of  i^eyn  feUdteOi 
Haven  of  refttt,  of  quiete  and  of  reate. 
Lo,  how  that  theves  aeren  chaaen  me  I  15 
H^p,  lady  bright,  er  that  my  ship  to- 

hretter 

Comfort  if  noon,  hut  in  yow,  lady  dere ; 
Tor  lo,  my  ainne  and  my  oonfbsionn. 
Which  oughten  not  in  thy  presence  ap- 

pere, 
Han  take  on  me  a  grevoua  aooioun        ao 
Of  verrey  right  and  deaperadonn  ; 
And,  aa  hy  right,  they  mlghten  wel  sua- 

tene 
Thai  I  were  worthy  my  dampnacioun, 
Kera  mercy  of  yon,  Uiaftd  hevene  qnene. 


Donte  ia  ther  noon,  thou  queen  of  mlaari- 

oorde,  ag 

That  thou  n'artoauaa  of  grace  and  maroy 

here; 
Qod  vouched  lauf  thuzgh  thee  with  ua 

t'acorde. 
For  certea,  Criatea  hUafyd  modar  dare. 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  swioh  manere, 
Aa  it  waa  first,  of  juatioa  and  of  yre,      |a 
The  rightftil  Gk>d  nolde  of  no  mercy  here ; 
But  thurgh  thee  han  wa  grace,  aa  wa 

de^yre. 

l&ver  hath  myn  hope  of  reftit  been  In  thee. 
For  heer-bifom  fVxl  ofte,  in  many  a  wysa^ 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  reoeyved  me.  35 
But  mercy,  lady,  at  the  grete  asayse. 
Whan  we  shul  come  bifore  the  hye  jus* 

tysel 
So  litel  firuit  shal  thanne  in  me  be  fonnde. 
That,  but  thou  er  that  day  me  fwel' 

chastyse. 
Of  verrey  right  my  werk  me  wol  con- 

founde.  40 

Fleeing,  I  flee  for  aocour  to  thy  tente 
Me  for  to  hyde  from  tempest  ful  of  drede» 
Biseohing  you  that  ye  you  not  absente, 
Thoughlbewikke.  O  help  yit  at  this  nedet 
Al  have  I  been  a  beste  in  wiUe  and  dede, 
Tit,  lady,  thou  me  clothe  with  thy  grace. 
Th3m  enemy  and  myn  (lady,  tak  hede)  47 
Un-to  my  deeth  in  poynt  is  me  to  ohace. 
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Glorioiui  mayde  and  moder,  which  that 

never 
Were  bitter,  neither  in  erthe  nor  in  see,  50 
Bat  All  of  swetnesse  and  of  mercy  ever, 
Help  that  my  &der  he  not  wroth  with  me ! 
Spek  thon,  for  I  ne  dar  not  him  y-see. 
So  haye  I  doon  in  erthe,  alias  ther-whyle  I 
That  certes,  hat-if  thou  my  soconr  be,  55 
To  stink  eteme  he  wol  my  gost  exyle. 

He  Tonohed  sanf  ,  tel  him,  as  was  his  wille, 
Bioome  a  man,  to  have  our  alliaxmce. 
And  with  his  predoos  blood  he  wroot  the 

bille 
Up-on  the  orois,  as  general  aoqnitannoe, 
To  eveiy  penitent  in  ftil  creaxmoe ;       61 
And  therfor,  lady  bright,  thou  for  us 

praye. 
Than  shalt  thou  bothe  stinte  al  his  grev- 

annoe. 
And  make  onr  foo  to  £ulen  of  his  praye 

I  wot  it  wel,  thoti  wolt  ben  onr  sooonr,  6$ 
Thou  art  so  ftil  of  bonntee,  in  oerteyn. 
For,  whan  a  soole  falleth  in  enoor. 
Thy  pitee  goth  and  haleth  him  ayeyn. 
Than  makest  tixoxi  his  pees  with   his 


And  bringest  him  oat  of  the  crooked 

strete.  70 

Who-so  thee  loyeth  he  shal  not  love  in 


That  shal  he  flnde,  as  he  the  lyf  shal  lete. 

XIalenderes  enlomined  ben  they 

That  in  this  world  ben  lighted  with  thy 


And  who-so  goth  to  yoa  the  righte  wey,  75 
Him  thar  not  drede  in  soole  to  be  lame. 
Now,  qaeen  of  comfort,  sith  thoa  art  that 


To  whom  I  seche  for  my  mediojme, 

Lat  not  my  foo  no  more  my  woande  en- 


Mynhelain-tothynhandallresigne.  80 

Iiady,  thy  sorwe  can  I  not  portreye 
XTnder  the  cros,  ne  his  grevoos  penaonoe. 
Bat,  for  yoor  bothes  peynes,  I  yon  preye, 
Lat  not  onr  alder  foo  make  his  bobaance, 
That  he  hath  in  his  listes  of  mischaxmoe  85 
Convict  that  ye  bothe  have  boaght  so 
dera 


As  I  seide  erst,  thon  groand  of  oar  sal^ 

staanoe, 
Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  ^en  dere  I 

Moises,  that  saugh  the  bush  with  flaomes 

rede 
Brenninge,  of  which  ther  never  a  stikke 

brende,  90 

Was  signe  of  thyn  onwemmed  maiden- 

hede. 
Thou  art  the  bush  on  which  ther  gan 

descende 
The  Holy  Gost,  the  which  that  Moisefl 

wende 
Had  ben  a-fyr ;  and  this  was  in  figure. 
Now  lady,  from  the  fyr  thou  us  defende  95 
Which  that  in  helle  eternally  shal  dure. 

Noble  princesse,  that  never  haddest  pere, 

Certes,  if  any  comfort  in  us  be, 

That  Cometh  of  thee,  thou  Cristes  moder 

dere, 
We  ban  non  other  melodye  or  glee      100 
Us  to  rejoyse  in  our  adversitee, 
N*  advocat  noon  that  wol  and  dar  so  preye 
For  us,  and  that  for  litel  byre  as  ye. 
That  helpen  for  an  Ave-Marie  or  tweye. 

O  venrey  light  of  ^yen  that  ben  blinde,  tp5 
O  verrey  lust  of  labour  and  distresse, 
O  iresorere  of  bountee  to  mankinde. 
Thee  whom   Gk>d   chees  to  moder  for 

humUesse! 
From  his  anoille  he  made  thee  maistresse 
Of  hevene  and  erthe,  our  bille  up  for  to 

bede.  no 

This  world  awaiteth  ever  on  thy  good* 

nesse. 
For  thou  ne  failest  never  wight  at  nede. 

Furpos  I  have  sum  tyme  for  t^enquere, 
Wherfore  and  why  the  Holy  Gk>st  thee 

songhte. 
Whan  Gabriellesvois  cam  to  thyn  ere.  115 
He  not  to  werre  us  swich  a  wonder 

wroughte. 
But  for  to  save  us  that  he  sithen  boughte. 
Than  nedeth  us  no  wepen  us  for  to  save. 
But  only  ther  we  did  not,  as  us  oughte, 
Do  penitence,  and  mercy  axe  and  hava  120 

Queen  of  comfbrt,  yit  whan  I  me  bithink 
That  I  agilt  have  bothe,  him  and  thee, 
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And  thftt  my  sonla  is  worihj  ftnr  to  rink«« 
AOam,  I,  oaitif ,  whid«r  nuy  I  Am  ? 
Whoflludim-tothjsonemjnMnAbe?  i>5 
Who,  bat  thy-telf,  that  art  of  pHM  wbIU? 
Hum  halt  more  rmxthe  on  oar  achrertHee 
Than  in  this  world  mighto  any  tongetella. 

Podrewo  me,  moder,  and  me  ohaityie, 
For,  certeynly,  my  fadree  ohacUsinfi^  130 
That  dar  I  nonght  abyden  in  no  wyse  : 
80  hidoos  is  his  rightlYil  rekeninge. 
Hodar,  of  whom  our  mercy  gan  to  springe, 
Beth  ye  my  jnge  and  eek  my  sooles  leche ; 
For  ever  in  yon  is  pitee  haboandinge  135 
To  eoh  that  wol  of  pitee  yoa  biseche. 

Both  is,  that  God  ne  graxmteth  no  pitee 
Wxth-oate  thee ;  for  Ood,  of  his  goodnesM, 
Foryiyeth  noon,  bat  it  lyke  nn-to  thee. 
He  hath  thee  maked  yioaire  and  mais- 
tresM  140 

Of  al  the  world,  and  eek  govemeresse 
Of  hevene,  and  he  repreeseth  his  jnstyse 
After  thy  wille,  and  therefore  in  witnesse 
He  hath  thee  crooned  in  so  ryal  wyse. 

Temple  devout,  ther  god  hath  his  won* 

"Fro  whieh  these  misbileved  piyred  been, 
To  yoa  my  soale  penitent  I  bringe. 
Beoiyre  me  I  I  can  no  f erther  fleen ! 
With  thomes  venimoos,  O  hevene  qneen, 
For  whkh  the  erthe  aenrsed  was  tal  yore, 
lamsowoondedfasyemsywelseen,  151 
That  I  soDi  k>st  almost ;— it  tmert  so  sore. 

Vlrgine,  that  art  so  noble  of  apparaile, 
And  ledstt  «a  in-io  the  hya  toor  154 

ExpUeU 


Of  FMadys,  thoa  me  wlsse  and  eoonsaHe, 
How  I  may  have  thy  grace  and  thysoeoar ; 
Al  have  I  been  in  filthe  and  in  erroor. 
Lady,  nn-to  that  ooart  thoa  me  igoame 
That  cleped  is  thy  bench,  O  freuhe  floor  I 
Ther-as  that  mercy  ever  shal  sojoome.  160 

Zristos,  thy  sone,  that  in  thii  world 

alighte, 
Up-on  the  cros  to  soffre  his  pasdoon, 
And  feek,  that  Longios  his  herte  pighte, 
And  made  his  herte  blood  to  renneadoon ; 
And  al  was  this  for  my  salvacioon ;     165 
And  I  to- him  am  fids  and  eek  imkinde, 
And  yit  he  wol  not  my  dampnaoioan— 
This  thanke  I  yoo,  soooar  of  al  mankinde. 

Tssao  was  flgare  of  his  deeth,  oerteyn, 
That  so  fer-forth  his  fader  wolde  obeye  170 
That  him  ne  rooghte  no-thing  to  be  slayn; 
Bight  so  thy  sone  list,  as  a  lamb,  to  deye. 
Now  lady,  tal  of  mercy,  I  yoa  preye, 
Sith  he  his  mercy  mesored  so  large. 
Be  ye  not  skant ;  for  alls  we  singe  and 
•V  175 

That  ye  ben  from  Tsngeannoe  ay  oar  taige. 

Bacharie  yoa  depeth  the  open  welle 
To  wasshe  sinfhl  soole  oot  of  his  gilt. 
Therfore  this  lessoon  ooghte  I  wel  to  telle 
That,  nere  thy  tender  herte,  we  weren 
spilt.  180 

How  lady  brighte,  sith  thoo  canst  and  wilt 
Ben  to  the  seed  of  Adam  merciable, 
80  bring  os  to  that  palais  that  is  bilt 
To  i^enitenti  that  ben  to  mercy  able. 

»«4 


n.    THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITE, 


Prrx,  that  I  have  sooi^t  so  yore  ago, 
With  herte  sore,  and  tol  of  beqr  peyne. 
That  in  this  world  was  never  wight  so  wo 
With-oote  dethe ;  and,  if  I  shal  not  feyne. 
My  pnrpos  was,  to  Pite  to  compleyne     5 
Upon  the  cmeltee  and  tirannye 
Of  Love,  that  for  my  troothe  doth  me  dye. 


And  when  that  I,  by  lengthe  of  oerteyn 

yeres. 
Had  ever  in  oon  a  tyme  sooght  to  speke, 
To  Pite  ran  I,  al  bespreynt  with  teres,  10 
To  preyen  hir  on  Cmeltee  m'  awreke. 
Bot,  er  I  might  with  any  wotde  oot- 

breke, 
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Or  tellen  any  of  my  pesmes  smerte, 
I  fond  hir  deed,  and  buried  in  an  herte. 

Adoon  I  fel,  wlien  tliat  I  langli  the  herse, 
peed  as  a  stoon,  wliyl  that  the  swogh  me 

laste;  i6 

But  up  I  rooB,  with  colour  ful  diverse, 
And  pitonsly  on  hir  myn  y6n  caste, 
And  ner  the  corps  I  gan  to  presen  ^ute, 
And  for  the  sonle  I  shoop  me  for  to 

preye ;  ao 

I  fnas  bat  lorn ;  ther  fnas  no  more  to 

seye. 

Thus  am  I  slayn,  sith  that  Pite  is  deed ; 
Alias!  that  day!  that  eyer  hit  shnlde 

fiOle! 
What  maner  man  dar  now  hdde  up  his 

heed? 
To  whom  shal  any  sorwAU  herte  oalle  ?  »$ 
Now  Gmeltee  hath  oast  to  sleen  us  alle, 
In  ydel  hope,  folk  redelees  of  peyne — 
Sith  she  is  deed — ^to  whom  shol  we  com- 

pleyne? 

But  yet  enoreseth  me  this  wonder  newe, 
Thatno  wight  woot  that  she  is  deed,  but  I ; 
So  many  men  as  in  hir  tyme  hir  knewe. 
And  yet  she  dyed  not  so  sodeynly  ;  33 
For  I  have  sought  hir  ever  fal  besily 
Sith  first  I  hadde  wit  or  mannes  minde ; 
But  she  was  deed,  er  that  I  coade  hir 
finde.  35 

Abonte  hir  herse  ther  stoden  lustily, 
Withouten  any  wo,  as  thoughte  me, 
Boontee  parfit,  wel  armed  and  riohely. 
And  fresshe  Beautee,  Lust,  and  Jolitee, 
Assured  Maner,  Youthe,  and  Honestee,  40 
Wisdom,  Estaat,  [and]  Dreed,  and  Gk>- 

vemaunoe, 
Ckmfedred  bothe  by  bonde  and  alliannoe. 

A  compleynt  hadde  I,  writen,  in  mjm 

hond. 
For  to  have  put  to  Pite  as  a  bille. 
But  whan  I  al  this  oompanye  ther  fond, 
That  rather  wolden  al  my  cause  spiUe  46 
Than  do  me  help,  I  held  my  pleynte  stille ; 
For  to  that  folk,  withouten  any  flule, 
Withoute  Pite  may  no  bille  availe. 

Than  leve  I  althise  virtues,  saufPHe,  go 
Keping the  cofp0,as  ye  havo  herd  me  s«3ai. 


OoQ^Bdred  alle  1^  bonde  of  Crueltee, 
And  been  assented  that  I  shal  be  sleyn. 
And  I  have  put  my  compleynt  up  ageyn ; 
For  to  my  foos  my  bille  I  dar  not  shewe, 
Theffeot  of  which  seith  thus,  in  wordes 
fewe>—  56 

TJie  Bille, 
IT  *  Humblest  of  herte,  hyest  of  reverence, 
Benigne  flour,  coroune  of  vertues  alle, 
Sheweth  unto  your  rial  excellence 
Your  servaxmt,  if  I  durste  me  so  calle,  60 
His  mortal  harm,  in  which  he  is  y-falle, 
And  noght  al  only  for  his  evel  fare, 
But  for  your  renoun,  as  he  shal  declare. 

*Hit    stondeth   thus:  your    oontrairei, 

Crueltee, 
AUyed  is  ageynst  your  regalye  65 

Under  colour  of  womanly  Beautee, 
For  men  [ne]  shuld    not  knowe   hir 

tirannye, 
With  Bountee,  Gentilesse,  and  Cnrte^ye, 
And  hath  depiyved  you  now  of  your  place 
That    bight   "Beautee,   apertenant    to 

(Jraoe.**  70 

*  For  kindly,  by  your  heritage  right. 
Ye  been  annexed  ever  unto  Bountee ; 
And  verrayly  ye  oughte  do  your  might 
To  helpe  Tronihe  in  his  adversitee. 
Ye  been  also  the  ooroxme  of  Beautee ;   7$ 
And  certea,if  SFewanteninthisetweyne, 
The  world  Is  lore  f  ther  fnis  no  more  to 
seyne. 

^  *  Eek  what  availeth  Maner  and  Gen^ 


Withoute  you,  benigne  creature  ? 

Shal  Crueltee  be  your  govemeresso  ?     80 

Alias  I  what  herte  may  hit  longe  endure  ? 

Wherfor,  but  ye  the  rather  take  cure 

To  brake  that  perilous  alliaunce, 

Y<e  sleen  hem  that  ben  inyour  obeisaxmce. 

*Andftirtherover,  ifyesuffirethis,       85 
Your  renoun  is  fordo  than  in  a  throwe ; 
Ther  shal  no  man  wite  wel  what  Pite  is. 
Alias!  that  your  renoun  shuld  be  so lowe! 
Ye  be  than  tro  your  heritage  y-throwe 
By  Crueltee,  that  occupieth  your  place ;  90 
And  we  despeired,  that  seken  to  your 
graee. 
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*  Have  meoNsy  on  me,  thoa  Heronns  qnene, 
That  you  have  gonglit  so  tenderly  and 

yore; 
Let  aomitreem  of  your  light  on  me  be  Bene 
That  love  and  drede  you,  ay  lenger  the 

more.  95 

Fbr,  sothly  for  to  eeyne,  I  here  the  sore, 
And,  though  I  he  not  cunning  for  to 

pleyne, 
For  goddee  love,  have  mercy  on  my  p^yne  I 

?*  Ify  peyne  is  this,  that  what  fo  I  desire 
That  have  I  not,  ne  no-thing  lyk  therto ; 
And  ever  set  Desire  mjm  herte  on  fire ; 
Eek  on  that  other  lyde,  wher-eo  I  go,  10a 
What  maner  thing  that  may  encreee  wo 
niat  have  I  redy,  unsoght,  everywhere ; 
Me  [ne]  laUceth  but  my  deth,  and  than 
my  here.  105 


^  What  nedeth  to  shewe  parcel  of  my 

peyne? 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  bethinke 
I  suffro,  and  yet  I  dar  not  to  you  pleyne ; 
For  wel  I  woot,  al-though  I  wake  or 

winke, 
Ye  rekke  not  whether  I  flete  or  sinke,  tio 
But  natheles,  my  trouthe  I  shal  sustene 
Unto  my  deeth,  and  that  shal  wel  be 

sene. 

*  This  is  to  nyne,  I  wol  be  youres  ever ; 
niough  ye  me  slee  by  Cmeltee,  your  fo, 
Algate  my  spirit  shal  never  dissever     115 
Fro  your  servyse,  for  any  peyne  or  wo. 
Sith  ye  be  deed— ellas !  that  hit  is  so  !— 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  may  wel  wepe  and 
pleyne  ng 

Wiih  herte  sore  and  ftil  of  besy  peyne.* 


Hen  mtddh  the  exdamackm  cfikt  Deth  cfPyie, 
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I HAVX  gret  wonder,  by  this  lightii 
How  that  I  live,  for  day  ne  nighty 
I  may  nat  slepe  wel  nigh  noght ; 
I  have  so  many  an  ydel  thoght 
Purely  for  de&ute  of  slei)e, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  take  fkepe 
6f  no-thing,  how  hit  cometh  or  goth, 
Ke  me  nis  no-thing  leef  nor  loth. 
Al  is  y4iohe  good  to  me— 
Joye  or  sorowe,  wherso  hit  be— 
For  I  have  feling  in  no-thing. 
But,  as  it  were,  a  mased  thing, 
Ahray  in  point  to  falle  Srdoun ; 
For  fsory  imaginaoioun 
Is  alway  hooUy  in  my  minde. 

And  wel  ye  woot,  agaynes  kinde 
ffit  were  to  liven  in  this  wyse ; 
For  nature  wolde  nat  snffyse 
To  noon  erthely  creature 
Hot  Umge  tyme  to  endure 


«5 


'V^thoute  slepe,  and  be[en]  fn  sorwe ; 
And  I  ne  may,  ne  night  ne  morwe, 
Slepe;  and  •fth.'ixa  melancolsre, 
And  dreed  I  have  for  to  dye, 
Defaute  of  slepe,  and  hevinesse 
Hath  sleyn  my  spirit  of  quiknesse. 
That  I  have  lost  al  lustihede. 
Suche  fimta^yes  ben  in  myn  hede 
So  I  not  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  mighte  axe  me,  why  so 
I  may  not  slepe,  and  what  me  is? '''-  ' 
But  natheles,  who  aske  this 
Iieseth  his  addng  trewely. 
Hy-selven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sooth ;  but  trewely,  as  I  getse, 
I  holds  hit  be  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  suiBred  this  eight  yere, 
And^yet  my  bote  is  never  the  nere ; 
For  ther  is  phiMden  but  oon, 
That  may  me  hele ;  but  that  is  doon. 
Passe  we  over  until  eft ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left ; 


«5 


SO 


ss 
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50 


Our  first  motere  Is  good  to  kepe. 

So  whan  I  saw  I  might  not  slepe, 
Til  now  late,  this  other  night, 
tTpon  my  bedde  I  sat  upright, 
And  bad  oon  reche  me  a  hook, 
A  romannce,  and  he  hit  n^e  took 
To  red^  and  dxyve  the  night  away ; 
For  me  thoghte  it  better  play 
Then  playe[n]  either  at  ohesse  or  tables. 
^^  <  .)         '.  Andln  tluahokewere  writenftibles 
That  clerkes  hadde,  in  olds  tyme, 

hKiUS-jik'iU     J^^      ^^J^      PQ^^      P^^.       ^      jyj^^ 

(iifUt^  n\X  .^**  '^^  *"^^  for  to  be  in  minde  55 

Whyl  men  loved  the  lawe  of  kinde. 
'  This  book  ne  spak  but  of  snoh  thinges, 
'  '    Of  qnenes  lyves,  and  of  kinges, 
And  many  othere  thinges  smale. 
Amonge  al  this  I  fond  a  tale  60 

That  me  thonghte  a  wonder  thing, 
r  This  was  the  tale :  Ther  was  a  king 

4  ,,^         ^hat  highte  Sesys,  and  hadde  a  wyf, 
The  beste  that  mighte  here  lyf ; 

I  >^ «'  V  I.    And  this  qnene  highte  Alcyone. 
So  hit  befel,  therafter  sone, 
This  king  wolde  wenden  over  see. 
To  tellen  shortly,  whan  that  he 
Was  in  the  see,  thus  in  this  wyse,    ■ 
Soohe  a  tempest  gan  to  ryae 
Thai  beak  hir  mast,  and  made  it  fiJle, 
And  olefte  hir  ship,  and  dreinte  hem  alle, 
That  never  was  fonnden,  as  it  telles, 
Bord  ne  man,  ne  nothing  elles. 
Bight  thns  this  king  Qeya  loste  his  ]y£  75 

Now  ffor  to  speken  of  his  wyf  >— 
This  lady,  that  was  left  at  home, 
Hath  wonder,  that  the  king  ne  oome 
Hoom,  for  hit  was  a  longe  terma. 
Anon  her  herte  fgan  to  «rme ; 
And  for  that  hir  thonghte  eveirmo 
Hit  was  not  wel  f  he  dwelte  so. 
She  longed  so  after  the  king 
That  certes,  hit  were  a  pitons  thing 
To  telle  hir  hertely  sorwM  lyf 
That  f  hadde,  alas  I  this  noble  wyf; 
Fbr  him  she  loved  alderbeet. 
Anon  she  sente  bothe  eest  and  west 
To  seke  him,  bat  they  foonde  noaght« 

*  AlasI  *  qnoth  she,  *that  I  was  wrought  I 
And  wher  my  lord,  my  love,  be  deed  ?  91 
Certes,  I  nil  never  ete  breed, 
I  make  a-vowe  to  my  god  here, 


But  I  mowe  of  my  lorde  here  1' 

Snoh  sorwe  this  lady  to  her  took  95 

That  trewely  I,  which  made  this  book, 

Had  Bwich  pite  and  swich  rowthe 

To  rede  hir  sorwe,  that,  by  my  trowthe, 

I  ferde  the  worse  al  the  morwe 

After,  to  thenken  on  her  sorwe.  100 

So  whan  f  she  conde  here  no  word 
That  no  man  mighte  finde  hir  lord, 
Fol  oft  she  swonned,  and  seide  *  alas  I ' 
For  sorwe  fhl  nigh  wood  she  was, 
Ke  she  oonde  no  reed  but  oon ;  105 

But  donn  on  knees  she  sat  anoon. 
And  fweep,  that  pite  was  to  here. 

*  A !  mercy !  swete  lady  dere !  * 
Qnod  she  to  Jnno,  hir  goddesse ; 
*  Help  me  out  of  this  distresse,  1 10 

And  yeve  me  grace  my  lord  to  see 
Sone,  or  wite  wher-so  he  be, 
Or  how  he  &reth,  or  in  what  wyse, 
And  I  shal  make  yon  saorifyse,    > 
And  hooUy  yonres  become  I  shal  1 15 

With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al ; 
And  but  thon  wilt  this,  lady  swete. 
Send  me  grace  to  slepe,  and  mete 
In  my  slepe  som  certeyn  sweven, 
Wher-throvgh  that  I  may  knowen  even 
Whether  my  lord  be  quik  or  deed.'       121 
With  that  word  she  heng  doon  the  heed. 
And  fll  a-swown  as  cold  9M  ston ; 
Hir  women  eanghte  her  up  anon, 
And  broghten  hir  in  bed  al  naked,      125 
And  she,  forweped  and  forwaked, 
Was  weiy,  and  thns  the  dede  sleep 
Fil  on  her,  or  she  toke  keep. 
Through  Juno,  that  had  herd  hir  bone, 
That  made  hir  [for]  to  slepe  sone ;        130 
For  as  she  prayde,  fso  was  don. 
In  dede ;  for  Juno,  right  anon, 
Called  thus  her  messagere 
To  do  her  erande,  and  he  com  nere. 
Whan  he  was  come,  she  bad  him  thus ;  135 
^4tt>  ^  ^*''  ^^^  Jtmo,  '  to  Korpheus, 
^^^'^Thou  knowest  him  wel,  the  god  of  sleep  j 
Now  understond  wel,  and  tak  keep. 
Sey  thns  on  my  halfe,  that  ho 
Go  faste  into  the  grete  see,  140 

And  bid  him  that,  on  alle  thing. 
He  take  up  Seys  body  the  king, 
That  lyth  ftil  pale  and  no-thing  rody. 
Bid  him  crepe  into  the  body, 
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And  do  it  goon  to  Alojone 

The  q[iiene,  th«r  ih*  lyth  alona, 

And  shewe  hii  shortly,  hit  is  no  nay, 

How  hit  wss  droynt  this  otiior  dsj ; 

And  do  the  body  speke  fso 

Bight  es  hit  -was  wont  to  do,  150 

The  whyles  that  hit  was  on  lyve. 

Go  now  £ute,  and  hy  thee  blyre  I  * 

This  messager  took  leve  and  weate 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente 
Til  he  com  to  the  derke  valeye  155 

ThtA  stant  lytwene  roehes  tweye, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  00m  ne  graa, 
Ke  tree,  ne  fnotiiing  that  ought  was, 
Beste,  ne  man,  ne  fnothing  eUes, 
Save  ther  were  a  fewe  welles  160 

Game  xenning  firo  the  oliflSes  adoim. 
That  made  a  deediy  sleping  soon, 
And  ronnen  doon  right  hy  a  oave 
That  was  nnder  a  rokke  y<-gxmve-^^~  -  *  '^ 
Amid  the  valey,  wonder  depe.    '  '     '  '^^^ 
Ther  thise  goddes  laye  and  slepe, 
Morpheus,  and 


That  was  the  god  of  slepes  h«yre, 
That  depe  and  did  n<m  other  werk;  " " « 

This  ^Te  was  also  as  derk  170 

As  helle  pit  over^  abonte ; 
They  had  good  leyaer  for  to  ronte  ■-  u>«'w 
To  envye,  who  might  slepe  beste ; 
Some  henge  hir  ohin  npon  hir  breste 
And  fslepe  upright,  hir  heed  y-hed,    175 
And  some  lay(e]  naked  in  hir  bed, 
And  slepe  whyles  the  dayes  laste. 

This  mesMger  com  flying  faste, 
And  cxyed,  *  O  ho !  awak  anon  I '         179 
Hit  was  for  noght ;  ther  herde  him  non. 

*  Awak  I '  quod  he,  *  who  is,  lyth  there?' 
And  blew  his  horn  right  in  hir  ere. 
And  eiyed  *  awaketh !  *  wonder  hyfL 
This  god  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  yH 

CSast  up,  faxed,  *  who  olepeth  there  ?  *  185 
'  Hit  am  V  quod  this  messagere ; 

*  Juno  bad  thou  shuldest  goon  *— 
And  tolde  him  what  he  diulde  doon 
As  I  have  told  yow  here-tofbre ; 

Hit  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more ;         190 
And  wente  his  w^,  wh«n  he  had  sayd. 

Anon  this  god  of  slepe  i-biayd 
Out  of  his  slqpe,  and  gan  to  goon, 
And  did  as  he  had  beds  him  doon ; 
Took  up  the  drsynte  body  sons,  195 


And  bar  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 
His  wyf  the  quene,  ther-as  she  lay, 
Bi^t  even  a  quarter  before  day, 
And  stood  right  at  hir  beddes  fete^ 
And  called  hir,  right  as  she  hete,        soo 
By  name,  and  sflyde,  *  my  swete  wyi^ 
Awak!  letbeyoursorwfdllyfl 
For  in  your  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed ; 
For  certes,  swete,  I  fnam  but  deed ; 
Te  shul  me  never  on  lyve  y^^ee.  sqs 

But  good  swete  herte,  [look]  that  ye 
Bury  my  body,  fat  whiohe  a  tyde 
Te  mowe  hit  flnde  the  see  besyde ; 
And  Dar-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  bliwsn ! 
I  praye  god  your  sorwe  lisse ;  siu 

To  Utel  whyl  our  blisse  lasteth  1 ' 

With  that  hir  eyen  up  she  oasteth, 
And  saw  noght;   *tAI*  quod  she,  'for 

sorwe!' 
And  diyed  within  the  thzidde  morwe. 
But  what  she  sayde  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now,  ai6 

Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dwelle ; 
ICy  first  matere  I  wil  yow  telle, 
Wherfor  I  have  told  this  thing 
Of  Aldone  and  Seys  the  king.  sjo 

For  thus  nvoehe  dar  I  say[e]  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  evexydel, 
And  deed,  right  through  defkute  of  sleep, 
If  I  nad  red  and  take(n]  keep 
Of  this  tale  next  before:  215 

And  I  wol  telle  yow  wherfore ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  had  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynte  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping.  J30 

Whan  I  had  red  this  tale  wel, 
And  over-loked  hit  everydel, 
He  thoughte  wonder  if  hit  were  so ; 
For  I  had  never  herd  speke,  or  tho, 
Of  no  goddes  that  coude  make  235 

Hen  [for]  to  slepe,  ne  for  to  wake ; 
For  I  ne  knew  never  god  but  oon. 
And  in  my  game  I  sayde  anoon-* 
And  yet  me  list  right  evel  to  pleye — • 
*  Bather  then  that  I  shulde  deye         240 
Through  defoute  of  sleping  thus, 
I  wolde  yive  thiike  Horpheus, 
■Or  his  goddesse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  som  wight  eUes,  I  ne  roghte  who — 
To  make  me  slepe  and  have  som  i 
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I  wQ  jdve  liim  the  alder-befte  246 

Yift  that  ever  he  abood  his  lyve, 

And  here  on  iirarde,  right  now,  as  Uyve ; 

If  he  wol  make  me  slope  a  lyte, 

Of  downe  of  pore  dowves  whyte  ago 

I  wU  yive  him  a  fether-bed, 

Bayed  "with  golde,  and  right  wel  cled 

In  fyn  blak  satin  dontremere, 

And  many  a  pilow,  and  eveiy  here 

Of  clothe  of  B^ynes,  to  slepe  softe ;      155 

Him  thar  not  node  to  tnmen  ofbe. 

And  I  "wol  yive  him  al  that  falles 

To  a  chambre ;  and  al  his  halles 

I  wol  do  peynte  with  pure  golde, 

And  tapite  hem  fal  many  folde  960 

Of  00  sate ;  this  shal  he  have. 

If  I  vriste  wher  were  his  cave, 

If  he  can  make  me  slepe  sone, 

As  did  the  goddesse  fAloione. 

And  thns  this  ilke  god,  Moxphens,       2^5 

May  winne  of  me  mo  fete  thus 

Than  ever  he  wan ;  and  to  Jnno, 

That  is  his  goddesse,  I  shal  so  do, 

I  trow  that  she  shal  holde  her  peyd.*][ 

I  hadde  nnneth  that  word  y-sayd     ayo 
Bight  thns  as  I  have  told  hit  yow. 
That  sodeynly,  I  niste  how, 
Swich  a  lost  anoon  me  took 
'  To  depe,  that  right  upon  my  book 
I  fil  aslepe,  and  therwith  even  275 

Me  mette  so  inly  swete  a  sweven, 
So  wonderfdl,  that  never  yit 
I  trowe  no  man  hadde  the  wit 
To  oonne  wel  my  sweven  rede ; 
No,  not  ZstBSb  t  'withoute  drede,  380 

Of  Bgipte,  h^  th^t  redde  so 
The  Unges^me^ingl^haxao^ 
No  more  than  conde  the  leste  of  ns ; 
Ke  nat  toarsly  Maorobens, 
(He  that  wroot  al  th*avisiotiii  995 

That  he  mette,  king  Soipionn, 
The  noUe  man,  the  AiErioan — 
Swiohe  merrayles  Ibrtaned  than) 
I  trowe,  fr4rede  my  dremes  even. 
Lo,  thus  hit  was,  this  was  my  sweipvn.  390 

Ths2>ream. 

Urn  thooghte  thns  >— that  hit  was  ICay, 

And  in  the  dawning  ther  I  ley, 

Me  mette  thus,  in  my  bed  al  naked  >— 


\  f  I  loked  forth,  for  I  was  waked 
With  smale  fonles  a  gret  hepOr  ^5 

That  had  affiray^d  me  out  of  fslepe 
Throagh  noys^  and  swetness^  of  hir  song ; 
And,  as  me  mette,  th^  sate  among,  K ',  ' 
Upon  my  ohambre-roof  withonte, 
Upon  the  tyles,  fal  a-bonte,  300 

And  songen.  everidi  in  his  wyse. 
The  moste  tfolempne  servyse 
By  note,  that  ever  man,  I  trowe, 
^ad  herd ;  for  som  of  hem  song  lowe, 
Som  hye,  and  al  of  oon  aoorde.  305 

To  telle  diortly,  at  00  worde. 
Was  never  y-herd  so  swete  a  Steven, 
Bnt  hit  had  be  a  thing  of  heven ; — 
So  meiy  a  soon,  so  swet^  entnnes,/^ 
That  certes,  for  the  tonne  of  Tewnes,  51U 
I  nolde  bnt  I  had  herd  hem  singe ; 

'  For  al  my  chambre  gan  to  ringe 
Throagh  singing  of  hir  armonyei 
For  instrament  nor  melodye 
Was  nowher  herd  yet  half  so  swete,     315 
Nor  of  aoorde  half  so  mete ; 
For  ther  was  noon  of  hem  that  fes^ed 
To  singe,  for  eoh  of  hem  him  peyaed 
To  flnde  ont  mery  crafl^y  notes ; 
They  ne  spared  not  hir  throtes.  3J0 

"Xad,  sooth  to  seyn,  my  chambre  was 
Fal  wel  denevnted.  and  with  glas 
Were  al  the  windowes  wel  y-glased, 
Fal  dere,  and  nat  an  hole  y-crased, 
That  to  beholde  hit  was  gret  joye.        335 
For  hooUy  al  the  storie  of  Troye 
Was  in  the  glasing  y-wroght  thns, 
Of  Ector  and  fking  Priamos, 
Of  Achilles  and  tLamedon,'i^^<  \^-  :^ 
Of  fMedea  and  of  Jason,  330 

Of  Paris,  Eleyne,  and  Lavyne.*^ 
And  falle  the  walles  with  colours  fyne  ,   .^ 
Were  peynted,  bothe  text  and  gloee,  ., 
fOfaltheBomaonceoftheBoiio.  .        ,,  ^ 
jfy  windowes  weren  shot  echon,  335 

And  throagh  the  glas  the  sanne  shon 
Upon  my  bed  with  brighte  hemes, 
With  many  glade  gilden  stremes  ( 
And  eek  the  wel^cen  ips  so  &ir, 
Blew,  bright,  olere  was  the  tiTt  340 

And  tal  atempre,  for  sothe,  hit  was ; 
For  nother  fcdd  nor  hoot  hit  nas, 
Ke  in  ai  the  welken  was  a  oloode. 
And  as  I  lay  thus,  wonder  loada 
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lie  thonglim  I  herde  an  hxmte  bl<ywe  345 
T*  aosaye  his  horn,  and  for  to  knowe 
Wliethar  hit  were  olere  or  hors  of  sonn«i^ 

-f-I  herde  goinge,  np  and  donn^;^ 
Men,  hors,  hotmdes,  and  other  thing ; 
And  al  men  speken  of  hunting,  350 

How  they  wc^de    slee  the   hert   with 

strengths, 
And  how  t^e  kert  ha^  npon  lengthe; .'  ^"^ 
_8o  moehe'emfiQied^t  not  now  what' "    ' ' 
Anon-ri^t,  whan  I  herde  that, 
How  that  th«y  wolde  on  hunting  goon, 
I  was  right  glad,  and  np  anoon ;  356 

{I]  took  my  hors,  and  forth  I  wente 
Oat  of  my  chambre ;  I  never  stents 
TU I  com  to  the  f eld  withonte. 
Ther  overtook  I  a  gret  route  360 

Of  huntes  sjid  eek  of  fore^resj^  ^     ;^^^^^ 
With  manjfi^yes  and  l^^4r 
And  hyed  hem  to  the  forest  faste, 
And  I  with  hem ; — so  at  the  lasts 
I  asked  oon,  ladde  a  lymere  ^—  3^ 

'  8ay,  felow,  who  shal  hunte[n]  here  f ' 
Quod  I ;  and  he  answerde  ageyn, 
*  Sir,  th'emperour  Ootovien,' 
^od  he,  *  and  is  heer  faste  hy.' 
^  goddes  liSGfe,  in  good  tyme,'  quod  I, 
'Gowefastel' andgan  toryde.  371 

Whan  we  came  to  the  forest-syde, 
£yeiy  man  dide,  right  anoon. 
As  to  hunting  fll  to  doon.   .   ,    ,,^ 
The  mayster-hunte  anoon,  fSi-Aoot,     375 
With  a  gret  home  blew  three  moot  -'"•''■' 
At  the  uncoupling  of  his  honndes. 
Within  a  whyl  the  hert  [yKounde  is, 
Y-halowed,  and  reohased  £Mte 
Longe  tsnne ;  and  fat  the  lasts,  3S0 

This  hert  msed  and  ital  away 
Fro  alle  the  honndes  a  prevy  way. 
The  honndes  had  overahote  hem  alle, 
And  were  on  a  de&ute  y-&lle ; 
Therwith  the  hunte  wonder  faste        385 
Blew  a  fggdgyxL  at  the  lasts.    >^  '^ ' 

I  wal^gowtOked  fico  my  tree, 
And  as  I  wente,  ther  cam  by  me 
A  whelp,  that  fisuned  me  as  I  stood, 
That  hadds  y-folowed,  and  ooude  no  gobd. 
Hit  eom  and  creep  to  me  as  lows,        391 
Bight  as  hit  hadde  me  y-knowe, 
Hild  doun  his  heed  and  joyned  his  eres, 
And  l^de  al  oncths  doon  his  heres. 


I  wolde  han  oaoght  hit,  and  anoon      395 
Hit  fledde,  and  was  firo  me  goon ; 
And  I  him  fdwed,  and  hit  forth  wente 
Doun  by  a  floury  grene  wente    ^«^i* 
Fnl  thikke  of  gras,  ftil  softs  and  swete. 
With  floures  fele,  ftdre  under  fste,      40U 
And  litel  used,  hit  ssemed  thus ; 
For  bothe  Flora  and  Zephims, 
They  two  that  maks  floures  grows. 
Had  mad  hir  dweUing  ther,  I  trows ; 
¥6r  hit  was,  on  to  beholds,  405 

As  thogh  ths  srths  envsre  wolde 
To  be  gayer  than  the  heren, 
)  To  have  mo  floures,  swioha  seven tx^^^^  on 
I  As  in  ths  welken  sterres  bs. 
Hit  had  fmrgsts  the  povertee  41^ 

That  winter,  through  his  odds  morwes. 
Had  mad  hit  sufl^n],  and  his  sorwss ; 
Al  was  forgeten,  and  that  was  sene. 
For  al  the  wode  was  wazsn  grens, 
Swetnesse  of  dewe  had  mad  it  waxe. 

Hit  is  no  used  eek  for  to  axe 
Wher  ther  were  many  grene  greves, 
Or  thikke  of  tress,  so  fill  of  Isvss ; 
And  evsry  trss  stood  by  him-ssbre 
Fro  other  wel  ten  foot  or  twelve. 
So  grete  trees,  so  huge  of  strengths, 
Of  fourty  or  fifty  fudme  lengthe, 
Clene  withoute  bouf^  or  stikke. 
With  croppes  brods,  and  eek  as  thikks— 
They  were  nat  an  inohe  a-s(mder^      4^5 
That  hit  was  shadwe  over«l  under ; 
And  many  an  hert  and  many  an  hinde 
Was  both  bsfore  me  and  bihinde. 
Of  foxmes,  sourss,  bukkes,  dolMi 
Was  fol  ths  wode,  and  many  ro8s,       43w 
And  many  scjuirelles,  that  sste 
Fol  hye  upon  the  trees,  and  e*e, 
And  in  hir  manor  made  festss^ 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ftal  of  bestos. 
That  thogh  j^rgus,  the  nobis  ooontour, 
Sete  to  rekene  in  his  oountour,  43^ 

4^  And  rekene(d]  with  his  figures  ten— a  N/i 
For  by  tho  figures  mows  al  ken, 
If  they  be  crafty,  rekene  and  noumbre, 
idid  telle  of  every  thing  the  noumbre— 
Yet  ihulds  he  fayle  to  lekene  even      441 
The  wondres,  me  mette  in  my  sweven. 
But  forth  they  romed  fwondsr  fasts 
Doun  the  wode ;  so  at  ths  lasts 
IwaswarofaaaaninUak,  445 
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That  fftt  and  had  y-tunad  his  hak 
To  aa  oke,  an  huge  tree. 
*  Lard,' thoghte  I, '  who  may  that  be  ? 
TVhat  ayleth him  to  sitten  here? ' 
Anoon-right  I  wente  nere ;  45> 

Than  fond  I  sitte  even  upright 
A  -wonder  wel-fiuinge  knight — 
By  the  maner  me  thottghte  so— 
; .  , .  7   .,.  \iio  Of  good  mochel,  and  fsrong  therto, 
M.^x,  V.  isti  Oftlie^gtoffonrandtwentyyeer.     455 
,«  ,    ,  Upon  his  berde  bat  Ixtel  heor, 

And  he  was  clothed  al  in  blakke. 
I  stalked  even  unto  his  bakke, 
And  ther  I  stood  as  stille  as  onght, 
That,  sooth  to  saya*  he  saw  me  nought, 
For-why  he  heng  his  heed  adonne.      461 
And  with  a  deedly  sorwf ol  sonne 
^  He  made  of  r^me  ten  vers  or  twelve. 
Of  a  complesoit  to  him-selve, 
The  moste  pite,  the  moete  rowthe,       465 
That  ever  I  herde ;  for,  by  my  trowthe, 
Hit  was  gret  wonder  that  nature 
Kight  8a&e[n]  any  oreatare 
To  have  swioh  sorwe,  and  be  not  deed. 
Fal  pitons,  pale,  and  nothing  reed,      470 
He  sayde  a  lay,  a  maner  song, 
Withonte  note,  withonta  song, 
And  hit  was  this ;  for  fwel  I  can 
Beherse  hit ;  right  thus  hit  began.— 
'^t*  I  have  of  sorwe  so  gret  woon,  475 

That  joya  gate  I  never  noon. 

Now  that  I  see  my  lady  bright, 

Which  I  have  loved  with  al  my  might. 
Is  fro  me  dead,  and  is  a-goon.t  479 

fAllas,  [o]  death  t  what  ayleth  thee,    481 
That  thoa  nddest  have  taken  me, 

Whan  that  thou  toke  my  lady  sweta? 
That  was  so  fhyr,  so  ftesh,  so  free. 
So  good,  that  men  may  wel  [y>see       485 

Of  al  goodnesse  she  had  no  mete  I  * — 
Whan  ha  had  mad  thus  his  oomplaynta, 
His  sorowM  herte  gan  £Mte  fig^ta, 
And  his  spirites  wezen  dede ; 
The  blood  was  fled,  for  pore  drede,      490 
Doon  to  his  herte,  to  make  him  warm— 
For  wel  hit  itiLed  the  herte  had  harm— 
To  wite  eek  why  hit  was  a-dxad 
By  kinda,  and  for  to  make  hit  glad ; 
For  hit  is  membra  principal  495 

Of  the  body;  and  that  made  al 
Qis  hawe  chaionga  and  waace  grana 


And  pale,  for  fno  blood  was  sane 
In  no  maner  lime  of  his. 

Anoon  therwiUi  whan  I  saw  this,    500 
He  ferde  thus  evel  ther  he  sete, 
I  wente  and  stood  right  at  his  fete, 
And  grettfi  him,  but  he  spak  nog^t, 
But  argued  with  his  owne  thoght, 
And  in  his  witte  disputed  £B«te  505 

Why  and  how  his  lyf  might  laste ; 
Him  thonghte  his  sorwes  vrere  so  smerte 
And  lay  so  oolde  upon  his  herte ; 
So,  through  his  sorwe  and  hevy  thoght, 
Kade  him  that  he  ne  herde  me  noght ; 
For  he  had  wel  nigh  lost  his  minde,     511 
Thogh  Ban,  that  men  dope  god  of  kinde, 
Were  for  his  sorwes  never  so  wrooth. 

But  at  the  laste,  to  sayn  right  sooth, 
He  was  war  of  me,  how  I  stood  515 

Before  him,  and  dide  of  myn  hood, 
And  fgrettd  him,  as  I  best  coude. 
Debonairly,  and  no-thing  loude, 
He  sayde,  *  I  prey  thee,  be  not  wrooth, 
I  herde  thee  not,  to  sayn  the  sooth,     530 
Ne  I  saw  .thee  not,  sir,  trewely.* 

*  A !  goode  sir,  no  fors,'  quod  I, 
*I  am  right  sory  if  I  have  ought 
Destroubled  j^ow  out  of  your  thought ; 
For-yive  me  if  I  have  mis-take.*  535 

<  Yis,  th' amendes  is  light  to  make,' 
Quod  he,  *  for  ther  lyth  noon  ther-to ; 
Ther  is  no-thing  missayd  nor  do.' 

Lo !  how  goodly  spak  this  knight. 
As  it  had  been  another  wi^t ;  530 

He  made  it  nouther  tough  ne  queynte. 
And  I  saw  that,  and  gan  me  aquaynta 
With  him,  and  fond  him  so  tretable, 
Bight  wonder  skilful  and  resonaUe, 
As  me  thoghte,  for  al  his  bale.  535 

Anoon-right  I  gan  finde  a  tale 
To  him,  to  lake  wher  I  might  oni^t 
Have  mora  knowing  of  his  thought. 

*  Sir,'  quod  I,  *  this  game  is  doon ; 

I  holde  that  this  hert  be  goon ;  540 

Thise  huntes  oonne  him  nowher  see.' 

*  I  do  no  fois  therof,'  quod  he,    ^  -«•'*'  u. .  ^ 
*  My  thought  is  ther-on  never  a  deL' 

*  By  our  lord,'  quod  I,  *!  trow  yow  wel, 
Bight  so  ma  thinkath  ly  your  chera.  545 
But,  sir,  00  thing  wol  ye  here? 

Ma  thinkath,  in  gxat  sorwe  I  yow  see 
But  cartas,  [good]  sir,  yif  thai  ya 
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Wolde  Ofoght  disoore  me  jimr  wo, 

I  wolde,  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so,  550 

Amande  hit,  yifl  can  or  maj ; 

Te  mows  prere  hit  1^  asny. 

For,  hy  my  tronthe,  to  make  3^ow  hool, 

I  wol  do  al  my  power  hool ; 

And  telleth  me  c^yoor  sorwes  smerte, 

ParBventme  hit  may  ese  your  herte,   556 

Tbat  semeth  Ail  seke  under  your  9jd&,* 

With  that  he  loked  on  me  asyde, 
As  who  layth,  *  nay,  that  wol  not  be.* 
*  Grmnnt  meroy,  gode  &end,*  qnod  he, 
'  I  thaake  thee  that  thou  woldest  so,   561 
Bat  hit  may  never  the  rather  be  do. 
No  man  may  my  SMwe  glade, 
^That   maketh   my  hewe   to   faJle  and 

&d0. 
And  hath  myn  imderstonding  lorn,     565 
That  me  is  wo  that  I  was  bom  I 
May  noght  make  my  sorwes  slyde, 
Nought  the  remedies  of  Ovyde ; 
Ne  Qri^ieiis,  god  of  melodye, 
Ke  Dedalos,  with  fplayes  dye ;  570 

Ne  hele  me  may  fphisioien, 
Noght  Ipooras,  ne  Oalien ; 
Me  is  wo  that  I  live  hoores  twelve ; 
Bnt  who  so  wol  assaye  him^Mlve 
Whether  his  herte  can  have  plte  575 

Of  any  sorwe,  lat  him  see  me. 
I  wreoohe,  that  deeth  hath  mad  al  naked 
Of  alle  bUsBo  Uiat  was  ever  maked, 
T-worthe  worste  of  alle  wightes, 
Ihat  hate  my  dayes  and  my  nightes ;  580 
My  lyi^  my  Instes  be  me  loihe, 
For  al  weUiure  and  I  be  wrothe. 
The  pnre  deeth  is  so  fmy  fo, 
fThogh  I  wolde  deye,  hit  wolde  not  so ; 
For  whan  I  folwe  hit,  hit  wol  flee ;      585 
I  wolde  have  fhit,  hit  nil  not  me. 
This  is  my  peyne  withoate  reed, 
Alway  deying,  and  be  not  deed, 
That  fSeciphns,  that  lyth  in  helle, 
Mi^  not  of  more  sorwe  telle.  590 

And  who  so  wiste  al,  by  my  tronthe, 
My  sorwe,  bnt  he  hadde  ronthe 
And  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte. 
That  man  hath  a  fSdencOy  herte. 
For  who  so  seeth  me  first  on  morwe    595 
Hi^  seyn,  he  hath  [y>met  with  wnrwe ; 
J  For  I  am  sorwe  and  sorwe  is  L 
'AUas!  andlw(4  telle  the  why; 


My  fsong  is  tamed  to  pleyning, 

And  al  my  laoghter  to  weping,  600 

My  glade  thoghtes  to  hevinesse, 

In  travaile  is  myn  ydelnesse 

And  eek  my  reste ;  my  wele  is  wo. 

My  good  is  harm,  and  ever-mo 

In  wrathe  is  tamed  my  pl^jring,  605 

And  my  delyt  in-to  sorwing. 

Myn  hele  is  tamed  into  seeknesse, 

In  drede  is  al  my  sikemesse. 

To  derke  is  tamed  al  my  light. 

My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night,  610 

My  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  waking, 

My  mirthe  and  meles  is  fitting, 

My  ooantenaanoe  is  nyoete. 

And  al  abaved  wher-so  I  be,      -'<.>  o  -  ^j..  r 

My  pees,  in'pleding  and  in  werre ;       615 

Alias !  how  mighte  I  fare  werre  ? 

*  My  boldnesse  is  tomod  to  shame, 
,  For  £ftls  Fortune  hath  pleyd  a  game 
Atte  <jhes  with  me,  alias !  the  whyle ! 
The  trayteresse  fals  and  tal  of  gyle,     630 
That  al  behoteth  and  no-thing  halt, 
She  goth  npright  and  yet  she  halt. 
That  baggeth  foale  and  loketh  fUre, 
The  dispitoasS  debonaire. 
That  soometh  many  a  ereatore !  62s 

An  ydole  of  ikls  portraiture 
Is  she,  for  she  wil  sone  wiyen  ; 
She  is  the  monstres  heed  y-wryen. 
As  filth  over  y-stiawed  with  floores ; 
Hir  moste  worship  and  hir  ffloor  Is    630 
To  lyen,  fbr  that  is  hir  natare ; 
Withoate  feyth,  lawe,  or  mesore 
Sheisfkls;  and  ever  laoghinge 
With  oon  «ye,  and  that  other  wepinge. 
That  is  broght  ap,  she  set  al  doon.       635 
I  lykne  hir  to  the  scorpioan, 
That  is  a  fals  flatering  beete ; 
For  with  his  hede  he  maketh  feste. 
Bat  al  amid  his  flateringe 
With  his  tayle  he  wol  stinge,  640 

And  envenyme  ;  and  so  wol  she. 
She  is  th'  envyoos  charite 
That  is  ay  fals,  and  semeth  wele ; 
So  tameth  she  hir  false  whele 
Aboate,  for  it  is  no-thing  stable,  645 

Now  by  the  fyre,  now  at  table ; 
Fal  many  oon  hath  she  thos  y-blent. 
She  is  pley  of  enohaontement. 
That  semeth  oon  and  is  nat  so, 
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The  fidse  theef !  what  hath  the  do,      650 
Trowest  thou  ?   by  our  lord,  I  wol  thee 

seye. 
Atte  ches  with  me  she  gan  to  pleye : 
With  hir  false  draughtes  divers 
I  She  stal  on  me,  and  took  my  fers  Q^-^jmu. 
And  whan  I  saw  my  fers  aweye/^"****  {fe 
Alas  I  I  oonthe  no  lenger  pleye, 
Bat  seyde,  **  fnrwel,  swete,  y-wis, 
And  £Bawel  al  that  ever  ther  is  ! " 
Therwith  Fortune  seyde  ^*  ohek  here  1 " 
And  "mate!''    in  fmid  pointe  of  the 

ohekkere  660 

With  a  poone  errannt,  aUas  I 
Fal  craftier  to  pley  she  was 
Than  Athaljoa,  that  made  the  game 
First  of  the  ches :  so  was  his  name. 
Bat  god  wolde  I  had  ones  or  twyes      66$ 
Y-koad  and  knowe  the  jeapardyes 
That  ooode  the  Grek  Pithagores ! 
I  sholde  have  pleyd  the  bet  at  ches, 
And  kept  my  fers  the  bet  therby ; 
And  thogh  wherto  ?  for  trewely  670 

I  hold  that  wish  nat  worth  a  stree « 
Hit  had  be  never  the  bet  for  me. 
For  Fortune  can  so  many  a  wyle, 
Ther  be  but  fewe  can  hir  begyle, 
And  eek  she  is  the  las  to  blame ;  675 

My-eelf  I  wolde  have  do  the  same, 
Before  god,  hadde  I  been  as  she ; 
She  oghte  the  more  excused  be. 
For  this  I  say  yet  more  therto, 
Hadde  I  be  god  and  mighte  have  do    680 
My  wille,  whan  fmy  fers  she  caughte, 
I  wolde  have  drawe  the  same  draughte. 
For,  also  wis  god  yive  me  reste, 
I  dar  wel  swere  she  took  the  beste ! 
*But   through  that  draughte  I  have 

lorn  6S5 

Ky  blisse ;  aUas !  that  I  was  bom ! 
For  evermore,  I  trowe  trewly, 
For  al  my  wil,  my  lust  hooUy 
Is  turned ;  but  yet,  what  to  done  ? 
By  our  lord,  hit  is  to  deye  sone !  690 

For  no-thing  I  [ne]  leve  it  noght. 
But  live  and  deye  right  in  this  thoght. 
fTher  nis  planete  in  firmament, 
Ne  in  air,  ne  in  erthe,  noon  element. 
That  they  ne  yive  me  a  yift  eohoon      695 
Of  weping,  whan  I  am  aloon. 
For  whin  that  I  avyse  me  wel. 


ft^- 


And  bethenke  me  every-del,        ^  / 
^i^How  that  ther  lyth  in  rekening. 

In  my  sorwe,  for  no-thing ;  900 

^ And  how  ther  leveth  no  gladneasa 

]£ay  gladde  me  of  my  distresse, 
^  And  how  I  have  lost  sufflsance, 
^And  therto  I  have  no  plesance, 
^:^£m  may  I  say,  I  have  right  noght.    70^ 

And  whan  al  this  £edleth  in  my  thoght, 

Alias !  than  am  I  overcome  I 

For  that  is  doon  is  not  to  come ! 

I  have  mOTC  sorowe  than  Tantale.' 
And  whan  I  herde  him  telle  this  tale 

Thus  pitously,  as  I  yow  telle,  711 

Unnethe  mighte  I  lenger  dwelle, 

Hit  dide  myn  herte  so  moche  wa 

*  A !  good  sir  I '  quod  I,  *  say  not  so ! 
Have  som  pite  on  your  nature  715 
That  formed  yow  to  creature ; 
Bemembre  yow  of  Socrates ; 
For  he  ne  counted  nat  three  strees 
Of  noght  that  Fortune  coude  do.' 

*  No,'  quod  he,  *  I  can  not  so/  yjo 

*  Why  so?  good  sir  I  fparde  1 '  quod  I : 

*  Ne  say  noght  so,  for  trewely, C^-- *  K,;^lr;fj^.»,r;*^ 
Thogh  ye  had  lost  the  fgatti  twelve^:  ^ 
And  ye  for  sorwe  mordred  youz^selve,^  "Ji^li^V 
Ye  sholde  be  dampned  in  this  cas        7^5 

By  as  good  right  as  Medea  was, 

That  slow  hir  children  to  Jason ; 

And  Phyllis  fals  for  Demophon 

Heng  hir-self ,  so  w^laway ! 

For  he  had  broke  his  tenne»di^  730 

To  come  to  hir.    Another  rage 

Had  Dydo,  fquene  eek  of  Cartage, 

That  slow  hir-self,  for  Eneas 

Was  £eJs ;  [a  I]  whiche  a  fool  she  was  I 

And  Ecquo  dyed  for  Naroisus  735 

Nolde  nat  love  hir ;  and  right  thus 

Hath  many  another  foly  don. 

And  for  Dalida  dyed  Sampson, 

That  slow  him-self  with  a  pilere. 

But  ther  is  fnoon  a-lyve  here  740 

Wolde  for  a  fers  make[n]  this  wo ! ' 

^  Why  so  ? '  quod  he ;  *  hit  is  nat  so  ; 
Thou  wost  ftil  litel  what  thou  meneet ; 
I  have  lost  move  than  thou  wenest.' 

*  Lo,  fsir,  how  may  that  be? '  quod  I;  745 

*  Oood  sir,  tel  me  al  hoolly 

In  what  wyse,  how,  why,  and  wherfora 
That  ye  have  thus  your  blisie  lore.' 
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*  Blylhly/  ^^od  he,  *  00m  lii  adoon ; 

I  telle  thee  up  condioioim  750 

Ihfti  thoa  fl^oolly,  with  al  thj  wit, 
Do  tkja  entent  to  herkene  hit.' 
*  Tie,  sir.*    *  Swere  thy  tzoathe  ther-to.* 
'Qledlj.'    'Pothanholdeher-tor 
,'l8hal3Eic^tblythly,fogodiiieiftve,  755 
HooUy,  with  al  the  witte  I  ha^e, 
Here  3^ow,  •■  wel  as  I  oao.' 

'Agoddeshalf!'  qiiodhe,a]idhetan>~ 
'8ir/  quod  he,  'aith  first  I  oonthe 
Have  any  maner  wit  firo  yomthe,  760 

Or  Idnd^  wideiitoiiding 
To  ocmipireheiiide,  in  any  thing, 
What  love  wae,  in  myn  owne  wit, 
Dredelee,  I  have  ever  yit 
Be  tdtetaiy,  and  yiven  rente  76^ 

To  love  hooliy  with  gode  entente, 
And  through  pleiaanoe  become  hiathral, 
"With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  aL 
Al  thia  I  pittte  in  hie  aervage, 
Aa  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  homage ;       770 
And  ftil  devoutly  fprayde  him  to, 
He  ahoide  beeette  myn  herte  so, 
That  it  ploeannce  to  him  were, 
And  woEihq;»  to  my  lady  dere. 

*Aadthii  waa  longe,  and  many  a  year 
Or  that  myn  herte  waa  let  o-wher,      776 
Thai  I  did  thna,  and  niite  why ; 
I  trowe  hit  cam  me  kindely. 
Buraonter  I  waa  therto  fable 
Aa  a  whyt  wal  or  a  table ;  780 

"Far  hit  is  redy  to  cacche  and  take 
Al  that  men  wil  thenn  make, 
Wher-io  man  wol  portreye  or  p^ynte, 
Be  the  werkoa  never  00  qneynte. 

*  And  thilke  tyme  I  ferde  fee  78^5 
I  waa  able  to  have  lemed  tho, 

And  to  have  coad  as  wel  or  better, 
Paraonter,  other  art  or  letter. 
But  for  love  oam  first  in  my  thought, 
Therfore  I  foigat  it  nought.  790 

I  cheea  love  to  my  fixate  orafl, 
Therfor  hit  is  with  me  [y>laft. 
Forwhy  I  took  hit  of  so  yong  age, 
That  maliee  hadde  my  oorage 
Nat  that  tyme  turned  to  no-thing       795 
Through  to  mochel  knowleohing. 
Eor  that  tyme  Tonthei  my  maaaicwae, 
Gtevemed  ma  in  ydelnaase ; 
For  hii  waa  in  my  flrste  youthe, 


And  tho  fill  litel  good  I  oonthe ;  8uu 

For  al  my  werkee  vrere  flittinge, 

t And  al  my  thoghtes  vaiyinge ; 

Al  were  to  me  y-liohe  good. 

That  I  knew  tho ;  bat  thna  hit  stood. 

*  Hit  happed  that  I  cam  fa  day        805 
Into  a  place,  ther  fl  say, 

Trewly,  the  fi^yrest  companyfi 

Of  ladies,  that  ever  man  with  yd 

Had  seen  togedres  in  00  place. 

Shal  I  depe  hit  hap  other  grace  810 

That  broghte  me  ther  ?  nay,  bat  Fortune, 

That  is  to  lyen  Ail  comane. 

The  &]ae  tnyterease,  pervers, 

Qod  wdde  I  ooade  depe  hir  wers ! 

For  now  she  woroheth  me  fol  wo,        815 

And  I  wol  telle  sons  why  so. 

*  Among  thise  ladiea  thoa  eohoon, 
Soth  to  sayn,  I  saw  [ther]  oon 
That  was  lyk  noon  of  [al]  the  route ; 
For  I  dar  swere,  withoute  doute,         Sao 
That  aa  the  someres  Sonne  bright 

Is  fiirer,  olerer,  and  hath  moxe  light 

Than  any  fplanete,  [is]  in  heven, 

The  mone,  or  the  sterres  seven. 

For  al  the  wozlde,  so  had  she  Sas 

Surmounted  hem  alle  of  beante. 

Of  maner  and  of  comlinesse. 

Of  stature  and  -fwel  set  gladnesse. 

Of  goodlihede  feo  wel  beseye — 

Shortly,  what  shal  I  more  seye?  8jo 

By  god,  and  hy  his  halwes  twelve, 

It  was  my  swete,  right  as  hir-eelve ! 

She  had  so  stedfast  countenaunoe, 

So  noUe  port  and  meyntenaunce. 

And  Love,  that  had  herd  my  bone,      835 

Ha4  espyed  me  thus  sone. 

That  she  ful  sone,  in  my  thoght, 

As  hdpe  me  god,  so  was  y-caught 

So  sodenly,  that  I  ne  took 

No  maner  freed  bat  at  hir  look  840 

And  at  myn  herte ;  for-why  hir  eyen 

So  gladly,  I  trow,  m3ai  herte  seyen, 

That  purely  tho  myn  owne  thoght 

Seyde  hit  were  f  bet  serve  hir  for  noght 

Than  with  another  to  be  weL  845 

And  hit  waa  sooth,  for,  eveiydelf 

I  wil  anoon-right  telle  thee  why. 

J I  saw  hir  daunoe  so  comlily, 
Carole  and  singe  ao  swetely, 
Laurie  and  pleyo  so  womanly,  850 
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And  loke  ao  debonairlyf 

So  goodly  speke  and  so  firendly, 

That  certes,  I  trow,  that  evermore 

Nas  seyn  so  blisftil  a  tresore. 

For  every  heer  [np]on  hir  hede,  855 

Soth  to  seyn,  hit  vras  not  rede, 

Ke  nonther  yelw,  ne  bronn  hit  nas ; 

Me  thoghte,  most  lyk  gold  hit  was. 

And  whiohe  eyen  my  lady  hadde ! 

Debonair,  goode,  glade,  and  sadde,      860 

Simple,  of  good  mocliel,  noght  to  wyde ; 

Therto  hir  look  nas  not  a-9yde, 

Ne  overthwert,  bat  beset  so  wel, 

Hit  drew  and  took  np,  everydel, 

Alle  that  on  hir  gan  beholde.  865 

Hir  eyen  semed  anoon  she  wolde 

Have  mercy ',  fooles  wenden  so ; 

But  hit  was  never  the  rather  do. 

Hit  nas  no  conntrefeted  thing, 

It  was  hir  owne  pore  loking,  870 

That  the  goddesse,  dame  Katnre, 

Had  made  hem  opene  by  mesore, 

And  close ;  for,  were  tiie  never  so  glad, 

Hir  loking  was  not  foly  sprad, 

Ne  wUdely,  thogh  that  she  pleyde ;      875 

But  ever,^  me  thoghte,  hir  eyen  seyde, 

"  By  god,  my  wrathe  is  al  for-yive  I " 

*  Therwith  hir  liste  so  wel  to  live, 
That  dnlnesse  was  of  hir  a-drad. 

She  nas  to  sobre  ne  to  glad ;  880 

In  alle  thinges  more  mesore 

Had  never,  I  trowe,  creatnre. 

But  many  oon  with  hir  loke  she  harte, 

And  that  sat  hir  fhl  lyte  at  herte. 

For  she  knew  no-thing  of  hir  thoght ;  885 

But  whether  she  knew,  or  knew  hit  noght, 

Algate  she  ne  roghte  of  hem  a  stree ! 

To  gete  hir  love  no  ner  nas  he 

That  woned  at  home,  than  he  in  Inde ; 

The  formest  was  alway  behinde.  890 

Bnt  gode  folk,  over  al  other. 

She  loved  as  man  may  do  his  brother ; 

Of  whiohe  love  she  was  wonder  large, 

In  skilfhl  places  that  here  charge. 

*  fWhich  a  visage  had  she  ther-to !  895 
Alias  I  myn  herte  is  wonder  wo 

That  I  ne  can  disoryven  hit  I 

He  lakketh  bothe  English  and  wit 

For  to  nndo  hit  at  the  fnlle ; 

And  eek  my  spirits  be  so  dnlle  900 

So  gr«et » thing  for  to  devyse. 


I  have  no  wit  that  oan  saSfyBe 
To  oomprehende[n]  hir  beante ; 
Bat  thxui  moohe  dar  I  seyn,  that  she 
Was  frody,  £resh,  and  lyv^  hewed ;  905 
And  eveiy  day  hir  beante  newed. 
And  negh  hir  fiioe  was  alder-best ; 
For  oertes.  Nature  had  swich  lest 
To  make  tiiat  taSi^  that  tre^^  she 
Was  hir  cheef  patron  of  beantee,         910 
And  cheef  ensample  of  al  hir  werke, 
And  moostre ;  for,  be  hit  never  so  derke, 
Me  thinketh  I  see  hir  ever-mo. 
And  yet  more-over,  thogh  alle  tho 
That  ever  lived  were  now  a-lyve,  915 

[They]  ne  sholde  have  foonde  to  disorsrve 
In  al  hir  fiioe  a  wikked  signe  r  ^  >'<  •! 
For  hit  was  sad,  simple,  and  benigne. 

*  And  which  a  goodly  softs  speche 
Had  that  swete,  my  lyves  leche !         930 
So  frendly,  and  so  wel  y-groonded. 

Up  al  resoon  so  wel  y-f onnded, 

And  so  tretable  to  alle  gode. 

That  I  dar  swere  fby  the  rode, 

Of  eloquence  was  never  fonnde  935 

So  swete  a  sowninge  flMSonnde, 

Ne  trewer  tonged,  ne  scorned  lasse, 

Ne  bet  oonde  hele ;  that,  by  the  masse 

I  dorste  swere,  thogh  the  pope  hit  senge, 

That  ther  was  never  fthroagh  hir  tonge 

Man  ne  woman  gretly  harmed ;  931 

As  for  hir,  [ther]  was  al  harm  hid ; 

Ne  lasse  flatering  in  hir  worde. 

That  purely,  hir  simple  reoorde 

Was  founds  as  trewe  as  any  bonds,     955 

Or  trouthe  of  any  mannes  honde. 

Ne  ohyde  she  ooude  never  a  del. 

That  knoweth  al  the  world  Ail  weL 

*  But  swich  a  faimesse  of  a  nekke 
Had  that  swete,  that  boon  nor  brekke 
Nas  ther  non  sene,  that  mis-sat.  941 
Hit  was  whyt,  smothe,  streght,  and  fflat, 
Withouten  hole ;  iim^l  canel-boon, 

As  by  seming,  had  she  noon. 
Hir  throte,  as  I  have  now  memoire,     945 
Semed  a  round  tour  of  yvoire. 
Of  good  gretnesse,  and  noght  to  greta. 
And  gode  Utin  Whttk  she  hete,  ^ 
JThat  was  my  lady  name  right. 
She  was  bothe  fiftir  and  bright,  950 

She  hadde  not  hir  name  wrong. 
Bight  faire  shuldres,  and  body  long 
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She  hftdde,  and  annef,  every  lith 
Fa^tiah,  flesihy,  not  greet  therwith ; 
Bight  whyte  handes,  And  naylee  rede,  955 
Bonnde  brestes ;  and  of  good  brede 
Hir  hippee  were,  a  itreight  flat  hak. 
I  knew  on  hir  non  other  lak 
That  al  hir  limmee  nere  feewing, 
In  at  fer  as  I  had  knowing.       ^  ^1  j  .960 

*  Therto  ihe  conde  so  wel  pleye, 
'Whan  that  hir  liste,  that  I  dar  seye, 
That  she  was  lyk  to  torohe  bright, 
That  every  man  may  take  of  light  v^..  ^ . 
Ynogh,  and  hit  hath  never  the  lease.  965 

*  Of  maner  and  of  oomlinesse 
Bight  so  ferde  my  lady  dere ; 
For  every  wight  of  hir  manere 
Might  caoohe  ynogh,  if  that  he  wolde. 

If  he  had  eyen  hir  to  beholde.  970 

For  I  dar  fsweren,  if  that  she 

Had  among  ten  thousand  be, 

She  woldd  have  be,  at  the  leste, 

A  cheef  mironr  of  al  the  ^aste, 

Thogh  they  had  stonden  in  a  rowe,     975 

To  mennes  ^yen  that  ooude  have  knowe. 

For  wher-so  men  had  pleyd  or  waked, 

Me  thoghte  the  felawship  as  naked 

Withonten  hir,  that  saw  I  ones, 

As  a  ooronne  withoate  stones.  9S0 

Trewely  she  was,  to  myn  yd. 

The  eoleyn  feniz  of  Aral^e, 

For  ther  liveth  never  but  oon ; 

Ke  swioh  as  she  ne  knew  I  noon. 

*  To  speke  of  goodnesse ;  trewly  she  985 
Had  as  moohe  debonairte 

As  ever  had  Hester  in  the  bible, 
1  And  more,  if  more  were  possible. 
And,  soth  to  seyne,  therwith-«l 
She  had  a  wit  so  general,  990 

So  hool  enolyned  to  alle  gode, 
That  al  hir  wit  was  set,  l^  the  rode, 
Withoate  malioe,  npon  gladnesse ; 
fTherto  I  saw  never  yet  a  lesse 
HarmAU,  than  she  was  in  doing.         995 
I  sey  nat  that  she  ne  had  knowing 
What  fwas  harm ;  or  elles  she 
Had  oood  no  good,  so  thinketh  me. 

*  And  trewly,  for  to  speke  of  troothe. 
Bat  she  had  had,  hit  had  be  roathe.  1000 
Therof  she  had  so  moche  hir  del^ 

And  I  dar  seyn  and  swere  hit  weL— 
That  Tronthe  him-ielf;  over  $1  ftnd  9X9 


Had  chose  his  man&r  principal 

In  hir,  that  was  his  resting-plaoo.      1005 

Ther-to  she  hadde  the  moste  grace, 

To  have  stedfiMt  perseverannoe, 

And  esy,  atempre  govemaonoe, 

That  ever  I  knew  or  wiste  yit ; 

So  pare  saffiraont  was  hir  wit.  1010 

And  reson  gladly  she  onderstood, 

Hit  folowed  wel  she  conde  good. 

She  osed  gladly  to  do  wel ; 

These  were  hir  manors  every-del. 

*  Therwith  she  loved  so  wel  right,    1015 
She  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wight ; 

No  wight  might  do  hir  no  shame, 

She  loved  so  wel  hir  owne  name.  ^u^>^   ^ 

Hir  lasts  to  holde  no  wight  In  hondo ; 

Ne,  be  thoa  siker,  she  fnolde  fonde    loao 

To  holde  no  wight  in  balaanoe,    V  o^  . . 

By  half  word  ne  1^  ooontenaoncei  ^^ 

Bat-if  men  wolde  apon  hir  lye ; 

Ne  sonde  men  in-to  Walakye, 

To  Pniyse  and  in-to  Tartaxye,  1035 

To  Allsaandre,  ne  in-to  Tnrkye, 

And  bidde  him  faste,  anoon  that  he 

Gh)  hoodies  fto  the  drye  see,  y  • 

And  come  hoom  by  ihe  Carrenare  ;>  t^    > 

And  seye,  "  Sir,  be  now  i^gETwA^     ib^o^'''^ 

Th^  I  may  of  yow  here  seyn 

Worshf]^,  or  that  ye  come  ageyn  I " 

She  ne  osed  no  saohe  knakkes  smale. 

*  Bat  wherfor  that  I  telle  my  tale  ? 
Bight  on  this  same,  as  I  have  seyd,     1035 
Was  hooUy  al  my  love  leyd ; 

For  certes,  she  was,  that  swete  wyf, 
My  safSsaonce,  my  last,  my  lyf, 
Myn  hap,  myn  hele,  and  al  my  bllsse, 
My  worldes  welfjare  and  my  i  Hsse,     1040 
And  I  hirs  hooUy,  everydeL' 

*  By  oar  lord,'  qaod  I,  *  I  trowe  yow  wel ! 
Hardely,  year  love  was  wel  beset, 

I  not  how  ye  mighto  have  do  bet.' 

*  Bet?  ne  no  wight  so  wel ! '  qaod  he.  104$ 

*  I  trowe  hit,  sir,'  qaod  I,  '  par^e  ! ' 
*Nay,'levehitwelI'  'Sir,sodoI; 
I  leve  yow  wel,  that  trewely 

Yow  thoghte,  that  she  was  the  beste. 
And  to  beholde  the  alderfaireste,        1059 
Who  so  had  loked  fwith  yoar  eyexL' 

*  With  myn  ?  nay,  alle  that  hir  seyen 
Se3^  and  8wore[n]  hit  was  so. 

And  thogh  they  ne  hadde,  I  wolde  tho 
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Have  loved  best  my  lady  fre,  1^55 

Thogh  I  had  had  aX  the  beautee 

That  ever  had  Aloipyades, 

And  al  the  strengthe  of  Eronles, 

And  therto  had  the  worthinesse 

Of  Alisanndre,  and  al  the  richesse     1060 

That  ever  was  in  Babiloyne, 

In  Cartage,  or  in  Macedoyne, 

Or  in  Borne,  or  in  Ninive ; 

And  therto  al-so  hardy  be 

As  was  Ector,  so  have  I  joye,  1065 

That  Achilles  slow  at  Troye — 

And  therfor  was  he  slayn  also  U^  ^^n  ■  1 

In  a  temple,  for  bothe  two 

Were  slayn,  he  and  f  AntUogos,    {  .  < . 

And  so  seyth  Dares  Frigins,  1070 

For  love  of  [hir]  Polixena —  .'       ^^  -  ' 

Or  been  as  wys  as  Minerva, 

I  wolde  ever,  withonte  drede, 

Have  loved  hir,  for  I  moste  nede ! 

"  Kede  I "  nay,  f  I  gabbe  now,  1075 

Koght  **  nede,*'  and  I  wol  telle  how, 

For  of  good  wille  myn  herte  hit  wolde. 

And  eek  to  love  hir  I  was  holde 

As  for  the  fairest  and  the  beste. 

*  She  was  as  good,  so  have  I  reste,  xoSo 
As  ever  was  Penelope  of  Qreoe, 

Or  as  the  noble  wyf  Laoreoe, 
That  was  the  beste— he  telleth  thos, 
The  Bomain  Tytns  livins — ^„        ^^ 
She  was  as  goo^and  no-thing^lyke,  10S5 
Thogh'liir  stories  be  antentyke  ;  ^  <  <      <  ^ 
Algate  she  was  as  trewe  as  die. '  ' 

*  Bat  wherfor  that  I  telle  thee 
Whan  I  first  my  lady  sey?  '    '' 

I  was  right  yong,  [the]  sooth  to  sey,  1090 

And  M  gret  need  I  hadde  to  leme ; 

Whan  my  herte  wolde  yeme 

To  love,  it  was  a  greet  empryse. 

Bnt  as  my  wit  oonde  best  snfl^se, 

After  my  yonge  childly  wit,  1095 

Withonte  drede,  I  besette  hit 

To  love  hir  in  my  beste  wyse, 

To  do  hir  worship  and  servyse 

That  I  ftho  oonde,  hy  my  trouthe, 

Withonte  feyning  onther  slonthe ;     1 100 

For  wonder  fayn  I  wolde  hir  see. 

So  moohel  hit  amended  me, 

That,  whan  I  saw  hir  first  a-morwe, 

I  was  warished  of  al  my  sorwe 

Of  al  day  after,  til  hit  were  eve ;         1105 


Me  thoghte  no-thlng  mighte  me  greve, 
Were  my  sorwes  never  so  smerte. 
And  yit  she  sit  so  in  mjm  herte, 
That,  by  my  tronthe,  I  nolde  noght. 
For  al  this  worlde,  oat  of  my  thoght  mo 
Leve  my  lady ;  no,  trewly !  * 

*  Now,  by  my  tronthe,  sir,*  qaod  I, 

'  Me  thinketh  ye  have  sach  a  ohaanoe 
As  shrift  withonte  repentaonce.' 

*  Bepentannce !  nay  fy,*  qaod  he ;    1x15 

*  Shnlde  I  now  repente  me 

To  love  ?  nay,  certes,  than  were  I  wel 

Wers  than  was  Achitofel, 

Or  Anthenor,  so  have  I  joye,    '  .  " 

The  traytonr  that  betraysed  Troye,    itao 

Or  the  false  G«nelon, 

He  that  porohased  the  treson 

Of  Bowland  and  of  Olivere. 

Nay,  whyl  I  am  a-lyve  here 

I  nil  foiyete  hir  never-mo.'  1125 

*  Now,  gode  sir,*  qaod  I  [right]  tho, 

*  Ye  han  wel  told  me  her-before. 
It  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more 
How  ye  sawe  hir  first,  and  where ; 

Bat  wolde  ye  telle  me  the  manere,     X130 

To  hir  which  was  your  firste  speche — 

Therof  I  wolde  yow  be-seohe — 

And  how  she  knewS  first  yoor  thoght, 

Whether  ye  loved  hir  or  noght. 

And  teUeth  me  eek  what  ye  have  lore ; 

I  herde  yow  telle  her-before.'  1 136 

*  Ye,*  seyde  he,  *  then  nost  what  thoa 

menest  j 
I  have  lost  more  than  then  wenest.' 

*  What  los  is  that,  [sir]? »  qaod  I  tho ; 

'  Nil  she  not  love  yow ?  is  hit  so?       1140 
Or  have  ye  oght  [y-]doon  amis, 
That  she  hath  left  yow?  is  hit  this? 
For  goddes  love,  tel  me  al.' 

*  Before  god,'  qnod  he,  *  and  I  shal. 

I  saye  right  as  I  have  seyd,  1145 

On  hir  was  al  my  love  leyd ; 

And  yet  she  niste  hit  fnever  a  d^ 

Noght  longe  tyme,  leve  hit  w^ 

For  be  right  siker,  I  dnrste  noght      1x49 

For  al  this  worlde  telle  hir  my  thoght, 

Ne  I  wolde  have  wiatthed  hir,  teewly . 

Forwostowwhy?  she  was  lady 

Of  the  body ;  she  had  the  herte. 

And  who  hath  that,  may  not  asterte.  , 

*  Bat,  for  to  kepe  me  fro  ydelneMe,  1x55     t 
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Trewly  I  did  my  besineiM 
To  makb  longM,  as  I  bett  o<mdo, 
And  ofte  tyme  I  long  ham  loiide ; 
And  made  ■onges  a  grst  del, 
Al-thogh  I  eonde  not  make  lo  wel      1160 
Songee,  ne  knowe  the  art  al, 
ABCoude  Lamekes  sone  Tahal,  J  ^>l 
That  fond  out  first  the  art  of  wmge ; 
For,  as  his  brothers  hamers  ronge 
Upon  his  anvelt  np  and  donn,  11^ 

Therof  he  took  the  firste  soim ; 
But  Qrekes  seyn,  Piotagoras, 
That  he  the  firste  finder  was 
Of  the  art ;  Aurora  telleth  so, 
Bnt  therof  no  fors,  of  hem  two.  1170 

Algates  songes  thus  I  made 
Of  my  feling,  myn  herte  to  glade ; 
Andlo!  this  was  [the]  alther-firste, 
I  not  wher  [that]  hit  were  the  werste. — 
^  **  Lord,  hit  maketh  myn  herte  light, 
Whan  I  thenke  on  that  swete  wight  1176 
That  is  so  semely  on  to  see ; 
And  wisshe  to  god  hit  might  so  be, 

That  she  wolde  holde  me  fbr  hir  knigiht, 
^lly  lady,  that  is  so  fUr  and  bright !  **— 
*  Kow  hare  I  told  thee,  sooth  to  ssye, 

My  firste  song.    Upon  a  daye  1189 

I  bethoghte  me  what  wo 

And  sorwe  that  I  snffired  tho 

For  hir,  and  yet  she  wiste  hit  noght,  1185 

Ke  telle  hir  dorste  I  nat  my  thoght. 

"  Alias ! "  thoghte  I,  "*  I  oan  no  reed  ; 

And,  bat  I  telle  hir,  I  fnam  bnt  deed ; 

And  if  I  telle  hir,  to  s^ye  fsooth, 

I  am  a-dred  she  wol  be  WTooth ;  1x90 

Alias  I  iHukt  shal  I  thanne  do?** 
*In  this  debat  I  was  so  wo. 

He  thog^te  myn  herte  braste  a-tweyn ! 

So  afcte  laste,  solh  to  seyn, 

I  me  bethoghte  that  nature  1195 

Ne  formed  nerer  in  creature 

So  moohe  beante,  trewely, 

And  bonnte,  withooten  mercy. 
v    *  In  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  tolde 
\With  sorwe,  aiMhat  I  nerer  sholde,   isoo 
^Fgr  nedfifQand,  maagree  my  heed, 

1  moste  haye  told  hir  or  be  deed. 

I  not  wel  how  that  I  began, 

Fol  erel  zeherse[n]  hit  I  can ; 

And  eek,  as  helpe  me  god  with-al,      1205 

I  trowe  hit  was  in  the  dismal,  v^^.^ 


That  was  the  ten  woimdes  of  Sgipte ; 

For  many  a  word  I  over-ddpte 

In  my  tide,  for  pvore  fere 

Lest  my  wcurdes  mis-set  were.  isio 

With  sorweftil  herte,  and  wonndes  dede, 

Softe  and  qnaking  for  pure  drede 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  tale 

For  ^rde,  and  myn  hewe  al  pale, 

Fol  ofte  I  wez  bothe  pale  and  reed ;    1215 

Bowing  to  hir,  I  heng  the  heed ; 

I  dorste  nat  ones  loke  hir  on. 

For  wit,  manere,  and  al  was  gon. 

I  seyde  "  mercy ! "  and  no  more ; 

Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  me  sore        imo 

*  So  atte  laste,  sooth  to  seyn, 
Whan  that  myn  herte  was  come  ag«yn, 
To  telle  Shortly  al  my  speehe, 

With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  beseehe 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swete ;      mg 
And  swor,  and  gan  hir  hertely  hete 
Ever  to  be  stedfSMt  and  trewe. 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  news. 
And  nerer  other  lady  have. 
And  al  hir  worship  for  to  save  la^o 

As  I  best  oonde ;  I  swor  hir  this— 
**  For  yoores  is  al  that  ever  ther  is 
For  evermore,  myn  herte  swete  I 
And  never  ffalse  yow,  but  I  mete, 
I  nil,  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so  t "  1235 

*  And  whan  I  had  my  tale  y-do, 
Ood  wot,  she  acoonted  nat  a  stree 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghte  me. 

To  teUe  shortly  fas  hit  is, 

Trewly  hir  answere,  hit  was  this ;      1240 

I  can  not  now  wel  coonterfete 

Hir  wordes,  but  this  was  the  grete 

Of  hir  answere ;  she  sayde,  "  nay  ** 

Al-onterly.    Alias !  that  day 

The  sorwe  I  sufi'red,  and  the  wo  f        1245 

That  trewly  Cassandra,  that  so 

Bewayled  Uie  destmocioun 

Of  Troye  and  of  Ilioun, 

Had  never  swich  sorwe  as  I  tho. 

I  durste  no  more  say  therto  1250 

For  pure  fere,  but  stal  away ; 

And  thus  I  lived  ftil  many  a  day : 

That  trewely,  I  hadde  no  need 

Ferther  than  my  beddes  heed 

Never  a  day  to  seche  sorwe ;  1255 

I  fond  hit  redy  every  morwe, 

For-why  I  loved  hir  in  no  gcxf, 
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'  So  hit  befSsl,  another  yere, 
I  thoaghte  ones  I  wolde  fonde 
To  do  hir  knowe  and  nnderatonde      1260 
My  wo ;  and  she  wel  understood 
That  I  ne  wilned  thing  hnt  good, 
And  worship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 
Over  fal  thing,  and  drede  hir  shame. 
And  was  so  besy  hii  to  serve ; —         1:165 
And  pite  were  I  shnlde  sterve,  • 

Sith  that  I  wihied  noon  harm,  y-wis. 
So  whan  my  lady  knew  al  this, 
My  lady  yaf  me  al  hooUy 
The  noble  yifb  of  hir  meroy, 
Saving  hir  worship,  by  al  weyes ; 
Dredles,  I  mene  noon  other  weyes. 
And  therwith  she  yaf  me  a  ring ; 
I  trowe  hit  was  the  firste  thing ; 
But  if  myn  herte  was  y-waxe 
Olad,  that  is  no  need  to  axe  I 
As  helpe  me  god,  I  was  as  blyv^     -  ^' 
Beysed,  as  fro  dethe  to  lyre, 
Of  alle  happes  the  alder-beste. 
The  gladdest  and  the  moste  at  reste.  uSo 
For  trewely,  that  swete  wight, 
Whan  I  had  wjong  and  she  the  right, 
She  wolde  alwey  so  goodely 
For-yeve  me  so  debonairly. 
In  alle  my  yoathe,  in  alle  ohannoe,    la^ 
She  took  me  in  hir  govemannoe. 

*  Therwith  she  was  alway  so  trewe, 
Onr  joye  was  ever  y-Uche  newe  ; 
Oar  hertes  wem  so  even  a  payre, 
That  never  nas  that  oon  contrayre      lapo 
To  that  other,  for  no  wo. 
For  sothe,  y-liche  they  snffired  tho 
Oo  blisse  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe ; 
Y-liche  they  were  bothe  gladde  and 

wrothe ; 
Al  was  ns  oon,  withonte  were,  1295 

And  thus  we  lived  fal  many  a  yere 


So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.* 

*  Sir,'  qnod  I,  *  wher  is  she  now? ' 
*  Now ! '  quod  he,  and  stinte  anoon. 

Therwith  he  wez  as  deed  as  stoon,  1300 
And  seyde,  *  alias !  that  I  was  bore  1 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  thee,  that  I  had  lorn. 
Bethenk  how  I  seyde  her-befom,        1304 
"  Thoa  west  fal  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thon  wenest  **— 
'Ood  wot,  alias !  right  that  was  she  1 ' 

*  Alias!  sir,  how?  what  may  that  be?' 
'She   is   deed!'    'Kay!'    'Yis,  l^  my 

trouthe ! ' 
/Is  that  your  los?  by  god,  hit  is rcmthe  I ' 

And  with  that  words,  right  anoon,  151 1 
They  gan  to  strake  forth ;  al  was  doon, 
For  that  tyme,  the  hert-hnnting. 

With  that,  me  thoghte,  that  this  kin^ 
Qbh  [qnikly]  hoomward  for  to  xyda    1315 
Unto  a  place  -f  ther  bess^e, 
Which  was  from  as  bat  a  lyte, 
A  long  oastel  with  walles  whyte, 
By  seynt  Johan  1  on  a  riche  hil, 
As  me  mette ;  bat  thos  it  fUL  1320 

Bight  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yow  telle. 
That  in  the  oastel  fwas  a  belle, 
As  hit  had  smiten  hoores  twelve. — 

Therwith  I  awook  my-selve. 
And  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ;  1345 

And  the  book  that  I  had  red. 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  Ail  even. 

Thoghte  I,  *  this  is  so  qnaynt  a  sweven^ 
That  I  wol,  by  prooesse  of  tyme,         1331 
Fonde  to  patte  this  sweven  in  ryme 
As  I  can  best ;  and  that  anoon.' — 
This  was  my  sweven ;  now  hit  is  doon.  1334 
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IV.     THE  COMPLEYNT  OP  MARa 


TheProenk 

*  Gi^ADVTB,  ye  fonles,  of  the  morow  grfty* 
Iio  !  Venns  risen  amongf  yon  rowes  rede ! 
And  flonres  freeshe,  hononreth  ye  this 

day; 
For  when  the  sonne  nprist,  then  wol  ye 

sprede. 
But  ye  lovers,  that  lye  in  any  drede,       5 
Fleeth,  lest  wikked  tonges  yow  espye ; 
Lo  1  yond  the  sonne,  the  oandel  of  jelo^ye! 

With  teres  blewe,  and  with  a  wounded 

herte 
Taketh  your  lere ;  and,  with  seynt  John 

toborow, 
Apeseth  somwhat  of  yonr  sorowes  smerte, 
Tymo  oometh  efb,  that  cese  shal  yonr 

8<»ow;  II 

The    glade    night    is   worth    an    hery 

morow  I  * — 
(Seynt  Yalentyne !  a   foul  thus  horde  I 

singe 
Upon  thy  day,  er  sonne  gan  up-springeX — 

Tet  sang  this  fool — *  I  rede  yow  al  a-wake, 
And  ye,  that  han  not  chosen  in  hnmble 

wyse,  x6 

Without   repenting   oheseth  yow  your 

make. 
And  ye,  that  han  fdl  chosen  as  I  devyse. 
Yet  at  the  leete  renoveleth  yonr  servyse  ; 
Ckmfermeth  it  perpetnely  to  dure,  x> 

And  paoiently  taketh  yonr  aventnre. 

And  for  the  worship  of  this  hye  feste. 
Yet  wol  I,  in  my  briddes  wyse,  singe 
The  sentence  of  the  compleynt,  at  the 

leste, 
That  wofol  Mars  made  atte  departinge  2$ 
Fro  firesshe  Yenns  in  a  morweninge. 
Whan  Phebns,  with  his  tyry  torches  rede, 
Bansaked  every  lover  in  his  drede. 

The  Story. 
?  Whylom   the   thxidde    hevenes  lord 

above, 
Ab  wel  by  hevenish  revolooiomi  30 


As  by  desert,  hath  wonne  Yenns  his  love, 
And  she  hath  take  him  in  subjeocioon, 
And  as  a  maistresse   tanght   him   his 

lessoon, 
Comanndlng  him  that  never,  in  hir  ler- 

vyse, 
He  nere  so  bold  no  lover  to  despyse.      35 

For  she  forbad  him  jelosye  at  alle, 
And  cmelte,  and  host,  and  tirannye ; 
She  made  him  at  hir  Inst  so  hnmble  and 

talle, 
That  when  hir  deyned  caste  on  him  hir  y  6, 
He  took  in  pacience  to  live  or  dye  ;       40 
And  thns  she  brydeleth  him  in  hir  man- 

ere. 
With  no-thing  but  with  seoorging  of  hir 

chere. 

Who  regneth  now  in  blisse  but  Yenns, 
That  hath  this  worthy  knight  in  govern- 

annce? 
Who  singeth  now  bat  Hars,  that  serveth 

thns  45 

The  £&ire  Yenns,  oanser  of  plesannoe  ? 
He  bynt  him  to  perpetual  obeisaunoe, 
And  she  l^ynt  hir  to  loven  him  for  ever, 
But  so  be  that  his  trespas  hit  dissever. 

Thus  be  they  knit,  and  regnen  as  in  heven 
By  loking  most ;  til  hit  fil,  on  a  tyde,  51 
That  by  hir  bothe  assent  was  set  a  steven, 
That  ICars  shal  entre,  as  fasbQ  as  he  may 

glyde. 
Into  hir  nezte  paleys,  to  abyde. 
Walking  his  oours  til  she  had  him  a-take, 
And  he  preyde  hir  to  haste  hir  for  his 

sake.  56 

Then  seyde  he  thu*~"  myn  hertes  lady 

swete, 
Te  knowe  wel  my  misohef  in  that  place ; 
For  sikerly,  til  that  I  with  yow  mete,  59 
Hy  lyf  stant  ther  in  aventnre  and  grace ; 
But  when  I  see  the  beaute  of  your  facQf 
Ther  is  no  dreed  of  deeth  may  do  me 

smerte, 
For  al  your  lust  is  ese  to  myn  herte." 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


98 


^it  (niinor  {pomB. 


Bheliatli  sogrret  compassion  of  hir  knight, 
That  dwelleth  in  solitude  til  she  come ;  65 
For  hit  stood  so,  that  ilkd  tytn^  no  \tigh.t 
Connseyied  him,  he  seyde  td  him  welcome. 
That  nigh  hir  wit  for  wo  was  overcome  ; 
Wherfore  she  spedde  hir  as  £Ei8te  in  hir 

weye, 
Almost  in  oon  day,  as  he  dide  in  tweye.  70 

The  grete  joye  that  was  hetwiz  hem  two, 
Whan  they  be  met,  ther  may  no  tonge 

telle, 
Ther  is  no  more,  but  unto  bed  they  go. 
And  thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle; 
This  worthy  Mars,  that  is  of  knighthod 

welle,  75 

The  flour  of  faimes  lappeth  in  his  armes, 
AndVenus  kisseth  Mars,  the  god  of  armesi 

Sojourned  hath  this  Ifars,  of  which  I  rede, 
In  chambre  amid  the  paleys  prively 
A  certeyn  tyme,  til  him  f<^  a  drede,      80 
Through  J^hebus,  that  was  comen  hastely 
Within  the  paleys-yates  sturdely. 
With  torche   in  hondCi  of  which   the 

stremes  brighte 
On  Yenus  chambre  knokkeden  fhl  lighte. 

The  chambre,  ther  as  lay  this  fresshe 

queue,  85 

Depeynted  was  with  whyte  boles  grete. 
And  by  the  light  she  knew,  that  shoon 

soshene. 
That  Fhebufl  cam  to  brenne  hem  with  his 

hete; 
This  sely  Venus,  fdreynt  in  teres  wete, 
Enbraoeth Mars,  and scyde,  **alas!  Idyel 
The  torch  is  come,  that  al  this  world  wol 

wrye."  91 

Up  sterte  Mars,  him  liste  not  to  slepe, 
Whan  he  his  lady  herde  so  compleyne ; 
But,  for  his  nature  was  not  for  to  wepe, 
Instedeof  teres,  fro  his  eyentweyne    95 
The  fyiy  sparkes  brosten  out  for  peyne ; 
And  hente  his  hauberk,  that  lay  him  be- 

Flee  wolde  he  not,  ne  mighte  him-selven 
hyde. 

He  throweth  on  his  helm  of  huge  wighte. 

And  girt  him  with  hia  swerde ;  and  in 

his  honde  200 


His  mighty  spere,  as  he  was  wont  to 

flghte. 
He  shaketh  so  that  almost  it  to-wonde ; 
Ful  hevy  he  was  to  walken  over  londe ; 
He  may  not  holde  with  Venus  companye, 
But  bad  hir  fleen,  lest  Fhebus  hir  espye. 

O  wofhl  Mars !  alas !  what  mayst  thou 
seyn,  106 

That  in  the  paleys  of  thy  disturbaunce 

Art  left  behinde,  in  peril  to  be  sleyn  ? 

And  yet  ther-to  is  double  thy  penaunoe, 

For  E^e,  that  hath  thyn  herte  in  govem- 
aunce,  no 

Is  passed  halfe  the  stremes  of  thyn  yfin ; 

That  thou  nere  swifb,  wel  mi^yst  thou 
wepe  and  cryen. 

^ow  fleeth  Venus  un-to  C^ylenius  tour, 
With  voide  oours,  for  fere  of  Phebus  light. 
Alas  !  and  ther  ne  hath  she  no  socour,  115 
For  she  ne  fond  ne  saw  no  manor  wight ; 
And  eek  as  ther  she  had  but  litil  might ; 
Wher-for,  hir-selven  for  to  hyde  and  save. 
Within  the  gate  she  fledde  into  a  cave. 

Derk  was  this  cave,  and  smoking  as  the 
helle,  1 30 

Ifot  but  two  pas  within  the  gate  hit  stood ; 

A  naturel  day  in  derk  I  lete  hir  dwelle. 

Now  wol  I  speke  of  Mars,  ituious  and 
wood  I 

For  sorow  he  wolde  have  seen  his  herte 
blood; 

Sith  that  he  mighte  fhir  don  no  com- 
panye, 12S 

He  ne  roghte  not  a  myte  for  to  dye. 

So  feble  he  wez,  for  hete  and  for  his  wo, 
That  nigh  he  swelt,  he  mighte  unnethe 

endure; 
He  passeth  but  00  steyre  in  dayes  two. 
But  ner  the  les,  for  al  his  hevy  armure,  130 
He  foloweth  hir  that  is  his  lyves  cure ; 
For  whos  departing  he  took  gretter  yre 
Thanne  for  alliis  brenning  in  the  fyre. 

After  he  walketh  softely  a  pas, 
Compl^yning,  that  hit  pite  was  to  here.  135 
He  seyde,  "  O  lady  bright,  Venus !  alas  ! 
That  ever  so  wyde  a  compas  is  my  spere  I 
Alas  I  v^an  shal  I  mete  yow,  herte  dere. 
This  twelfte  day  of  April  I  endure, 
Through  jelous  Phebus,  this  misaventure.^' 
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Now  fhelpe  god  sely  Venxifl  allone  1     141 
But,  as  god  wolde,  hit  happed  for  to  be, 
That,  whyl  that  Venixfl  weping  made  hir 

znone, 
Gyieniiu,  lydlng  in  his  oheyanoh^      144 
Rro  Teniui  vahmce  mighte  his  paleys  see, 
And  Yenos  he  salueth,  and  maketh  ohere, 
And  hir  receyveth  as  his  frend  taX  dere. 

Han  dweUeth  forth  in  his  adversitee, 
Compleyning  ever  on  hir  departinge ; 
And  what  his  oonm>lfiiynt  wast  remem* 
breth  me;  150 

And  therfore,  in  this  Insty  morweninge, 
As  I  best  can,  I  wol  hit  9eyn  and  singe, 
And  after  that  I  wol  my  leve  take ; 
And  god  yere  every  wight  joye  of  his 
! 


The  Compleynt  of  Man. 

Ths  Proem  <nffhs  CfompUynL 

^  The  ordrs  of  compleynt  reqnireth  iUI- 
ftilly,  15s 

That  if  a  wight  shal  pleyne  pitonsly, 
Ther  mot  be  canse  wherfor  that  men 
pleyne ; 
Or  men  may  deme  he  ple3meth  folHy 
And  caoseles ;  alas  I  that  am  not  I ! 
Wherfor  the  ground  and  canse  of  al 
mypeyne,  160 

So  as  my  troaUed  wit  may  hit  ateynC) 
I  wol  reherse ;  not  for  to  have  redresses 
But  to  declare  my  ground  of  hevinessck 

'    Devoikm, 

irThefirstetyme,alasI  thatlwaswroght. 
And  for  cert^yn  effeotes  hider  broght  165 

By  him  that  lordeth  eoh  intelligence, 
I  yaf  my  trewe  servise  and  my  thoght, 
For   evermore — ^how   dere   I   have   hit 
boght!— 
To  hir,  that  is  of  so  gret  exceUenoe, 
That  what  wight  that  first  sheweth  his 
presence,  170 

When  she  is  wroth  and  taketh  of  him  no 

core, 
He  may  not  longe  in  joye  of  love  endure. 

This  is  no  fcyned  mater  that  I  telle ; 
My  ladj  is  the  verr^y  soars  and  welle 


Of  beante,  Inst,  fredom,  and  gentil- 

nesse,  175 

Of  riohe  aray— how  dere  men  hit  selle ! — 

Of  al  disport  in  which  menfrendly  dwelle. 

Of  love  and  plcy,  and  of  benigne  hum- 

Uesse, 

Of  Sonne  of  instnunents  of  alswetnesse ; 

And  therto  so  wel  fbrtnned  and  thewed, 

That  through  the  world  hir  goodnesse  is 

y-shewed.  181 

What  wonder  is  then,  thogh  that  I  be- 

sette 

ICy  servise  on  suche  oon,  that  may  me 

knette 

To  wele  or  wo,  sith  hit  lyth  in  hir 

tnight?  184 

Therfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  hir  hette ; 

Ne  trewly,  for  my  dethe,  I  shal  not  lette 

To  ben  hir  trewest  ■arvannt  and  hir 

knight. 
I  flater  no^t)  that  migr  wite  every 
wight; 
For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye ; 
But  grace  be^  I  see  hir  never  with  y&  190 

A  Lady  in/ear  amd  woe, 

IT  To  whom  shal  I  than  pleyne  of  my  dis- 

tresse? 
Who  may  me  helpe,  Who  may  my  harm 
redreese? 
Bhal  I  oompleyne  unto  my  lady  free  ? 
Nay,  certes  I  for  she  hath  such  hevinesse, 
For  fere  and  Mk  for  wo,  that,  as  I  gesse. 
In  litil  tyme  hit  wol  hir  iMme  be.      196 
But  were  she  sauf,  hit  wer  no  fors  of  me. 
Alas !  that  ever  lovers  mote  endure, 
For  love,  so  many  a  perilous  aventure ! 

For  thogh  so  be  that  lovers  be  as  trewe  300 
As  any  metal  that  is  forged  newe, 

In  many  a  cas  hem  tydeth  cite  sorowe. 

Somtyme  hir  ladies  will  not  on  hem  rewe, 

Somtyme,  yif  that  jelo^ye  hit  knewe, 

Th«y  mighten  lightly  l^e  hir  heed  to 

borowe;  205 

Somtyme  envyous  folks  with  tunges 

horowe 

Depraven  hem ;  alas !  whom  may  they 

plese? 
But  ho  be  fiUs,  no  lover  hath  his  ese. 
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Bat  "what  availeth  soohe  a  longsennoim 

Of  aventnres  of  lov6,  np  and  doan  ?     210 

I  wol  retnme  and  speken  of  my  peyne ; 

The  point  is  this  of  my  destmccioan, 

Uy  righte  lady,  my  salvaoionn, 

Is  in  affiray,  and  not  to  whom  to  plejma 

O  herte  swete,  O  lady  sovereyne !      215 

For  yoor  disese,  wel  oghte  I  swoiane  and 

iwolte, 
Thogh  I  non  other  harm  ne  drede  felte. 

^    InitabOUyofBappinete, 
IT  To  what  fyn  made  the  god  that  sit  so 

Benethen  him,  love  other  companye, 

And  streyneth  folk  to  love,  malgre  hir 
hede  ?  230 

And  then  hir  joye,  for  oght  I  can  espye, 
Ne  lasteth  not  the  twinkellng  of  an  yS, 

And  somme  han  never  joye  til  they  he 
dede. 

What  meneth  this  ?  what  is  this  misti- 
hede? 
Wherto  constreyneth  he  his  folk  so  faste 
Thing  to  de«yre,  bnt  hit  sholde  laste  ?  226 
And  thogh  he  made  a  lover  love  a  thing, 
And  maketh  hit  seme  stedfast  and  dnring, 

Yet  pntteth  he  in  hit  such  misaventnre, 
That  reste  nis  ther  noon  in  his  yeving.  230 
And  that  is  wonder,  that  so  jnst  a  king 

Doth  such  hardnesse  to  his  creature. 

Thus,  whether  love  hreke  or  elles  dare, 
Algates  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  ofter  wo  then  changed  is  the  mone. 
Hit  semeth  he  hath  to  lovers  enmite,  2$6 
And  lyk  a  fissher,  as  men  alday  may  see, 
-  ^Baiteth  his  angle-hook  with  som  ples- 

aanoe. 
Til  mony  a  fish  is  wood  til  that  he  be  239 
Sesed  ther-with ;  and  then  at  erst  hath  he 

Al  his  desyr,  and  ther-with  al  mis- 
channce ; 

And  thogh  the  lyne  hreke,  he  hath 
penaonce; 
For  with  the  hoke  he  woanded  is  so  sore. 
That  he  his  wages  hath  for  ever-more. 

The  Brooch  ofTJuibet, 
%  The  broohe  of  Thebes  was  of  sache  a 
kinde,  2^$ 

So  f  al  of  rabies  and  of  stones  Inde, 


That  every  wight,  that  sette  on  hit  an 

He  wende  anon  to  worthe  oat  of  his 

minde; 
So  sore  the  beaate  wolde  his  herte  binde, 
Til  he  hit  hadde,  him  thoghte  he  moste 

dye;  250 

And  whan  that  hit  was  his,  than  shalde 

he  dxye 
Saoh  wo  for  drede,  ay  whyl  that  he  hit 

hadde, 
That  welnigh   for  the  fere  he   shalde 

madde. 

And  whan  hit  was  firo  his  possessioan, 
Than  had  he  doable  wo  and  passioan  255 

For  he  so  t»Sx  a  tresor  had  forgo ; 
Bat  yet  this  broohe,  as  in  conolosioan, 
Was  not  the  caase  of  this  confdsioan  ; 

Bat  he  that  wroghte  hit  enfortaned  hit 
so. 

That  every  wight  that  had  hit  shald 
have  wo ;  260 

And  therfor  in  the  woroher  was  the  vyce, 
And  in  the  oovetoar  that  was  so  nyoe. 

So  fareth  hit  by  lovers  and  by  me ; 
For  thogh  my  lady  have  so  gret  beaate, 
That  I  was  mad  til  I  had  gete  hir 
grace,  265 

She  was  not  caase  of  myn  adversitee, 
Bat  he  that  wroghte  hir,  also   mot  I 
thee. 
That  patte  sache  a  beaate  in  hir  face, 
That  made  me  to  covete  and  parchaco 
Myn  owne  deth;    him  wyte  I  that  I 
dye,  2TO 

And  myn  anwit,  that  ever  I  domb  so 
hye 

An  Appeal  for  Sympathy, 

If  Bat  to  yow,  hardy  knightes  of  renoan. 
Sin  that  ye  be  of  my  divisioan, 

Al  be  I  not  worthy  fso  grete  a  name, 
Yet,  seyn  these  derkes,  I  am  year  pa« 
troan ;  275 

Ther-for  ye  oghte  have  som  compassioan 

Of  my  disese,  and  take  it  noght  a-game. 

The  proadest  of  yow  may  be  mad  toX 
tame; 
Wherfor  I  pr^  yow,  of  yoor  gentilesse, 
That  ye  compleyne  for  myn  hevxoesse.  280 
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And  3^6,  my  ladies,  that  ben  trewe  and 

ttaUe, 
By  -way  of  kinde,  ye  ogbten  to  be  able 

To  haye  pite  of  folk  that  be  in  peyne : 
Now  have  ye  cause  to  dothe  yow  in  sable ; 
Slth  that  your  emperice,  the  honorable, 
Is  desolat,  wel  oghte  ye  to  pleyno ;  a86 
Kow  shnld  yonr  holy  teres  falle  and 
reyne. 
Alas !  your  honour  and  yonr  emperice, 
IHgh  deed  for  drede,  no  can  hir  not 
ohevise. 


Oompl^yneth  eek,  ye  lovers,  al  in-f ere,  ^90 
For  hir  that,  with  nnfeyned  hnmUe  ohere. 

Was  ever  redy  to  do  yow  socoor ; 
Oompleyneth  hir  that  ever  hath  had  yow 

dere; 

Oomideyiieth  beante,  firedom,  and  manere ; 

Compleyneth  hir  that  endeth  your  la> 

hour  J  ^95 

Compleyneth  thilke   ensample  of  al 

honour, 

That  never  dide  bnt  al  gentilesse ;       297 

Kytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  Vindenessn,* 
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I  TBnlyfgoshort,^e6rafl8olongtoleme, 
Th'assaysohard,  so  sharp  th^  opngnering, 
The  diS^loI  joye,  that  tlwe:^iQi'ih  yeme, 
Al  this  mene  I  by  love,  that  my  f eling  4 
Astonyeth  with  his  wonderful  worohing 
60  sore  y-wis,  that  whan  I  on  him  thinks, 
Nat  wot  I  wel  wher  that  I  wake  orwinke. 

For  al  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  in  dede, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  qnyteth  folk  hir  hyre, 
Yet  happeth  me  All  ofte  in  bokes  rede  10 
Of  his  miracles,  and  his  cruel  3rTe ; 
Ther  rede  I  wel  he  wol  be  lord  and  ^yre, 
I  dar  not  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore, 
Bnt  god  save  swioh  a  lord!  I  can  no 
more. 

Of  usage,  what  for  luste  what  for  lore,  15 
On  bokes  rede  I  oAe,  as  I  yow  tolde. 
But  wherfor  that  I  speke  al  this  ?  not  yore 
Agon,  hit  happed  me  for  to  beholde 
Upon  a  boke,  was  write  with  lettres  olde ; 
And  ther-upon,  aoerteyn  thing  to  leme,x> 
The  longe  day  faX  Uate  I  radde  and  yeme^ 

For  out  of  dde  faldes,  as  men  seith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  com  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  out  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  science  that  men 
Iflxe.  as 


But  now  to  purpos  as  of  this  matere— 
To  rede  forth  hit  gan  me  so  delyte, 
That  al  the  day  me  thoughte  but  a  lyte. 

This  book  of  which  I  make  mencioun. 
Entitled  was  al  thus,  as  I  shal  telle,     30 
•  Tullius  of  the  dreme  of  Scipiona  *  J 
Ghapitres  seven  hit  hadde^  of  hevene  and 

helle, 
And   erthe,   and  wules  that  therinne 

dwelle,  n'' 

Of  whiche,  as  shortly  as  I  can  hit  trete,  $4 
Of  Ids  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  the  grete; 

First  telleth  hit,  whan  Soipioun  was  come 
In  Afirik,  how  he  mette  Massinisse, 
That  him  for  joye  in  armes  hath  y-nome. 
Than  telleth  fhit  hir  speohe  and  al  the 

blisse 
That  was  betwix  hem,  til  the  day  gan 

misse;  40 

And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
Gan  in  his  slepe  that  night  to  him  ajqpere. 

Than  telleth  hit  that,  fro  a  sterry  place. 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
And  warned  him  before  ofal  his  grace,  45 
And  seyde  him,  what  man,  lered  other 

lewed. 
That  loveth  comun  profit,  wel  y-thewed, 
He  shal  unto  a  blisful  place  wende, 
Ther  as  joye  is  that  last  withouten  ende. 
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Than  asked  he,  if  folk  that  heer  be  dede 
Have  lyf  and  dwelling  in  another  plaoe ;  51 
And  African  seyde,  *  ye,  withoute  drede,* 
And  that  onr  i»resent  worldes  lyves  spaoo 
Kis  bat  a  maner  deth,  what  wey  we  trace, 
And  rightfhl  folk  shal  go,  after  they  dye. 
To  heven ;  and  ihewed  him  the  galazye.  56 

Than  shewed  he  him  the  litel  erthe,  that 

heer  is, 
AX  regard  of  the  hevenes  qxumtite  { 
And  after  shewed  he  him  the  nyne  speres, 
And  after  that  the  melodye  herde  he    60 
That  oometh  of  thilke  speres  thxyes  three. 
That  welle  is  of  mo^yke  and  melodye 
In  this  world  heer,  and  cause  of  armonye. 

Than  bad  he  him,  sin  erthe  was  so  lyte, 
And  fal  of  torment  and  of  harde  grace,  65 
That  he  ne  sholde  him  in  the  world 

delyte. 
Than  tolde  he  him,  In  certeyn  yeres  space, 
That  every  sterre  sholde  come  into  his 

place      '.-iX-.  -t  i(/»\i  ,'ovv 
Ther  hit  was  first ;  and  al  shtdde  ont  of 

minde  69 

That  in  this  worlde  is  don  of  al  mankinde. 

Than  prayde  him  Soipioon  to  telle  him  al 
The  wey  to  come  nn-to  that  hevene  blisse ; 
And  he  seyde,  *know  thy-self  first  im- 
mortal, -V  *  *. . 
And  loke  ay  besily  thou  werke  and  wisse 
To  oomnn  profit,  and  thon  shalt  nat  misse 
To  comen  swiftly  to  that  plaoe  dere,  76 
That  fnl  of  blisse  is  and  of  sonles  dere. 

But  brekers  of  the  lawe,  soth  to  seyne, 
And  lecherooB  folk,  after  that  they  be 

dede,  ^  79 

Shnlalweywhirleaboateth'ertheinpeyne, 
Til  many  a  world  be  passed,  ont  of  drede, 
And  than,  for-yeven  alle  hir  wikked  dede. 
Than  shnl  they  come  nnto  that  blisftU 

plaoe, 
To  which  to  comen  god  thee  sende  his 

grace !  * — 

The  day  gan  £Eulen,  and  the  derke  night. 
That  reveth  bestes  from  hir  besinesse,  86 
^  ^       Berafte  me  my  book  for  lakke  of  light, 
And  to  my  bedde  I  gan  me  for  to  dresse, 
Fnlfild  of  thought  and  besy  hevinesse ; 


For  bothe  I  hadde  thing  which  that  I 
nolde,  90 

And  eek  I  ne  hadde  that  thing  that  I 
wolde.    fl-'vv.,/.,,  \\  Sa.4.,:':. 

But  fynally  my  spirit,  at  the  laste, 
^T^Meu^of  my  labour  al  the  day; 
Took  rest,  that  made  me  to  slepe  faste. 
And  in  my  slepe  I  mette,  as  I  lay,         95 
How  AMoan,  right  in  that  selfe  aray 
That    Scipioun   him    saw   before    that 

tyde. 
Was  comen,  and  stood  right  at  my  beddes 
U,    ayde. 

The  weiy  hunter,  slepinge  in  his  bed. 
To  wode  ayein  his  minde  goth  anoon  ;  100 
The  juge  dremeth  how  hia  plees  ben 

sped; 
The  carter  dremeth  how  his  cartes  goon; 
The  riche,  of  gold  j  the  knight  fight  with 

hisfoon, 
The  soke  met  he  drinketh  of  the  tonne  ; 
The  lover  met  he  hath  his  lady  wonne.  105 

5 Can  I  nat  seyn  if  that  the  cause  were 
For  I  had  red  of  African  befom, 
That  made  me  to  mete  that  he  stood 

there; 
But  thus  seyde  he,  *  thou  hast  thee  so 

wel  bom 
In  loking  of  myn  olde  book  to-torn,     1 10 
Of  which  Maorobie  roghte  nat  a  lyte. 
That   Bomdel   of  thy   labour   wolde    I 
quytel* — 

Citherea  I  thou  blisM  lady  twete, 
That  with  thy  ^-brand  dauntest  whom 

thee  lest, 
And  madest  me  this  sweven  for  to  mete. 
Be  thou  my  help  in  this,  for  thou  mayst 

best;^  ,t. ..  .,,  ^.,   ,.  ^  n6  , 

As  wisly  as  I  saw  thee  north-norih-weift, 
When  I  began  my  sweven  for  to  wryte, 
So  yif  me  might  to  ryme  hit  and  endyte  \ 

The  Story, 
This  forseid  African  me  hente  anoon,  120 
And  forth  with  him  unto  a  gate  broghte 
Bight  of  a  parke,  walled  with  grene  stoon; 
And  over  the  gate,  with  lettres  large 

y-wroghte, 
Ther  weren  vers  y-writen,  as  me  thoghto, 
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^     On  eytlier  halfo,  of  ful  gret  diiferenoe,  105 
Of  which  I  shal  yow  aey  the  pleyn  ien- 
tenoe. 

<  Thorgh  me  men  goon  in4o  that  blliftil 

place 
Of  hertes  hele  and  dedly  wonndee  onre  ; 
Thorgh  me  men  goon  nnto  the  iirelle  of 

Grace, 
Ther  grene  and   Insty  ICay  ihal   ever 

endure ;  i^o 

This  it  the  wey  to  al  good  aventore ; 
Be  glad,  thou  xeder,  and  thy  sorwe  of- 

caste, 
Al  open  am  I;  passe  in,  and  hy  ^e 

&8te!' 

*  Thorgh  me  men  goon,*  than  spak  that 
other  syde, 

<  Unto  the  mortal  strokee  of  the  spore,  135 
Of  vhioh  Bisdayn  and  l5aanger  is  the 

gyde, 
Ther  tree  shal  never  froit  ne  leves  here. 
This  streem  yon  ledeth  to  the  sorwftil 

were, 
Ther  as  the  fish  in  prison  is  al  drye ; 
Th'eschewing  is  only  the  remedye.*     240 

Thisevers  of  gold  ^d  blak  y-writen  were, 
The  whiche  I  gan^  sibnAde  to  beholde, 
For  with  that  oon  encresed  ay  my  fere, 
And  with  thatother  gan  myn  herte  bolde ; 
That  oon  me  hette,  that  other  did  me 
o<dde,       •^:,.        '  145 

Ko  wit  had  I,  for  erronr,  fi>r  to  ohese. 
To  enti^  or  flee,  or  me  to  save  or  lese. 

■    a,-     »'•■.  'i 

Bight  as,  betwizen  adamaontes  two 
Of  even  might,  a  pece  of  iren  y-set,     149 
That  hath  no  might  to  meve  to  ne  £ro — 
For  what  that  on  msy  nate^  that  other 

let—  \\AA.x^x^ 
Ferde  I,  that  niste  whether  me  was  bet. 
To  entre  or  leve,  til  African  my  gyde 
Me  hente,  and  shoof  in  at  the  gates 

wyde, 

And  seyde,  *  hit  Btondeth  writen  in  thy 
&9e,  ,-  iS5 

Thyn  erronr,  though  thou  telle  it  not  to 
me; 

Bat  dred  tiiee  nat  to  oome  in-to  this 
place, 


For  this  wryting  is  no-thing  ment  Ijy 

thee, 
Ne  by  noon,  bat  he  Loves  servant  be ; 
For  thou  of  love  hast  lost  thy  tast,  I 

gesse,  160 

As  seek  man  hath  of  swete  and  bitter-* 

Bat  nathelew,  al4hon|^  that  thoa  be 

dalle, 
Yit  that  thoa  canst  not  do,  yit  mayst 

thoa  see; 
For  many  a  man  that  may  not  stonde 

apnUe, 
Tit  lyketh  him  at  the  wrastling  for 

to  be,  165 

And  demeth  yit  wher  he  do  bet  or  he ; 
And  if  thoa  had4ost  canning  for  Vendyte, 
I  shal  thee  shewen  mater  of  to  wryte.' 

With  that  my  bond  in  his  he  took  anoon, 
Of  which  I  comfort  oaaghte,  and  wente 

in  fhste ;  ,^^  170 

Bat  lord  I  so  I  was  glad  and  wel  |)egoon  !   '>^ 
For  over-al,  wher  that  I  myn  eyen  caste, 
Were  trete  dad  with  leves  that  ay  shal 

laste, 
Bche  in  his  kinds,  of  ooloar  fresh  and 

grene 
As  emeraade,  that  joye  was  to  sene.     175 

The  bnder  ook,  and  eek  the  hardy  asshe  ; 
The  jgiler  elm,  the  cdfre  onto  oareyne  ; 
The   boxtree   piper ;  |iolm   to  whippes 

lasshe; 
The   sayling   firr;   the  cipres,  deth  to 

pleyne ;  179 

The  sheter  ew,  the  asp  for  shaftes  •pUyne ; 
The  olyve  of  pees,  and  eek  the  dranken 

vyne, 
The  victor  palm,  the  laoxer  to  devyne. 

A  garden  saw  I,  frd  of  blosmy  bowes. 
Upon  a  river,  in  a  grene  mede,  184  . 

^er  as  that  swetnesse  evermore  y-now  is, 
yrith  floarea  whyte,  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

rede;  -^ 

And  cdde  weUe-stremes,  no-thing  dede. 
That  swommen  fVil  of  smale  fisshes  lighte, 
Withflnnes  redeandscales  sUver-brighte. 

On  every  boogh  the  briddes  herde  I  singe, 
With.voys  of  aongel  in  hir  armonye,  191 
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Bom  be^yed  hem  hir  fariddee  forth  to 

bringe; 
The  litel  conyes  to  hir  pley  ganne  hye, 
And  Airther  al  ahoute  I  gan  espye 
The  dredfiil  roo,  the  bak,  the  hert  and 

hinde,  195 

Sgnerelfl,  and  bestes  smale  of  gentilkinde. 

Of  mstmmente  of  strenges  in  aoord 
Herde  I  so  pleye  a  ravisshing  swetnesse, 
That  god,  that  maker  ia  of  al  and  lord, 
Ke  herde  never  better,  as  I  geese ;       3cx> 
Therwith  a  wind,  unnethe  hit  might  be 


Made  in  the  leves  grene  a  noise  sofbe 
Aoordant  to  the  fonles  songe  on-lofte. 

The  air  of  that  place  so  attempre  was 
That  never  was  grevannoe  of  hoot  ne 
cold;  ao5 

Ther  wex  eek  every  hoLiom  spyoe  and 

Ne  no  man  may  ther  weze  seek  ne  old ; 
Yet  was  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fold 
Then  man  can  telle;  ne  never  wolde  it 

nighte, 
But  ay  deer  day  to  any  mannes  sighte. 
Under  a  tree,  be^yde  a  weUe,  I  say       an 
Cnpyde  our  lord  his  arwee  forge  and  tyle ; 
r    ,     Andj^]^  his  fete  his  bowealredy  lay, 
.  1 1 1  /i^    Andwelhis  4sghtfirtempred  al  the whyle 
<  <u^     The  hedes  in  the  welle,  and  with  hir 

"wylfi  w        /       .       /   «.«5 

She  couched  hem  aft^r  as  they  shulde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  slee,  and  som  to  wonnde  and 

kerve.j.-'i^  - 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Flesaunoe  anon-right^ 
And  of  Aray,  and  Lust,  and  Curtesye ; 
And  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  the 
might  2ao 

To  doon  by  force  a  wight  to  do  fblye — 
Disfigorat  was  she,  I  nil  not  lye ; 
And  by  him-self,  under  an  oko,  I  gesse, 
Sawe  I  Delyt,  that  stood  with  Gentil- 


I  saw  Beautee,  withonten  any  a(yr,     92$ 
And  Youthe,  fUL  of  game  and  lolyte, 
Fod-hardinesse,  Flfttcgv,  and  Desyr, 
Hessagerye,  and  U<^<i|^d  other  three — 
Hir  names shulnoghtherebetoldforme — 


And  upon  pilers  grete  of  jasper  longe  230 
I  saw  a  temple  of  bras  y-founded  stronge. 

Aboute  the  temple  daunoeden  alway 
Wommen  y-nowe,  of  whiche  somme  ther 


Eaire  of  hem-self,  and  somme  of  hem 

were  gay  ;a^i  .  </  - 1  ,^^,^ 
In   kirtds,    al   disshevele,  wente   they 

*^"®~   (./,   '  ; .  ..  V     1  235 

That  was  hir  office  alwey,  yeer  by  yere — 
And  on  the  temple,  of  doves  whyte  and 

fidre 
Saw  I  sittinge  many  a  hundred  i>aire 

Before  the  temple-dore  Ail  soberly 
Dame  Pees  sat,  with  a  curteyn  in  hir 

bond :  240 

And  hir  be^yde,  wonder  disoretly, 
Dame  Pacienoe  sitting  ther  I  fond 
With  face  pale,  upon  an  hille  of  s6nd ; 
And  alder-nezt,  within  and  eek  with- 

oute,  244. 

Behest  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folke  a  route. 

Within  the  temple,  of  vyghes  bote  as  fyr 
I  herde  a  swogh  that  gan  aboute  renne ; 
Which  flyghes  were  engendred  with  desyr. 
That  maden  evexy  auter  for  to  brenne 
Of  newe  flaume ;  and  wel  aspyed  I  thenne 
That  al  the  cause  of  soxwes  that  they 
diye   <,A*,.  «5« 

Com  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jalouqye. 

The  god  Priapus  saw  I,  as  I  wente, 
Within  the  temple,  in  soverayn  place 

stonde, 
In  swich  aray  as  whan  the  asse  him 

shente  ,       ,•'-.<  -,    *55 

With  crye  by  night,  and  with  his  oeptre 

in  honde ; 
Ful  besily  men  gnnne  assaye  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hede  to  sette,  of  sondxy  hewe, 
Qarlondes  M  of  fresshe  floures  newe. 

And  in  a  privee  comer,  in  disporte,  260 
Fond  I  Venus  and  hir  porter  Biohesse,*) , 
That  was  taX  noble  and  hauteyn  of  hir 

porte;  ^    ^ 

Derk  was  that  place,  but  afterward  light- 


I  saw  a  lyte,  unnethe  hit  might  be  lesse, 
Andonabedof  goldeshelaytoreste,  26s 
Til  that  the  bote  sonne  gan  to  1 
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Hir  gilte  hares  with  a  golden  threde 
Y-bonndan  wore,  nntresfed  as  she  lay, 
And  naked  fro  the  breste  unto  the  hede 
Men  might  hir  see ;  and,  sothly  for  to 
say,  370 

The  remenant  wel  kevered  to  my  pay 
Bight  with  a  subtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Ther  was  no  thikker  oloth  of  no  de- 
fence^ 

The  place  yaf  a  thousand  savonrs  swote. 
And  Bachns,  god  of  wyn,  sat  hir  besyde, 
And  Ceres  next,  that  doth  of  hanger 

bote;  376 

And,  as  I  seide,  amiddes  lay  Cipiyde, 
To  whom   on   knees  two  yonge  folkes 

cryde 
To  ben  hir  help ;  bat  thos  I  leet  hir  lye, 
And  farther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye 

That,  in  dispyte  of  Diane  the  chaste,  aSi 
^        Fal  many  a  bowe  y-broke  heng  on  the 

Of  maydens,  saohe  as  ganne  hir  tymes 

waste 
In  hir  servyse ;  and  peynted  over  al 
Of  many  a  story,  of  which  I  toaohe  shal 
A  fewe,  as  of  Oalizte  and  Athalaante,  286 
And  many  a  mayde,  of  "vdiich  the  liame  I 
*Kwante ; 

Semyramos,  Candaoe,  and  Ercoles, 
Biblis,  Dido,  Tisbe  and  Piramus, 
Tristram,  Isoade,  Paris,  and  AchiUes,  290 
Eleyne,  Cleopatre,  and  Troilas, 
Silla,  and  eek  the  moder  of  Bomohis — 
Alle  these  were  peynted  on  that  other 

syde. 
And  al  hir  love,  and  in  what  plyte  they 

Whan  I  was  cbme  ay  en  into  the  place  ags 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene. 
Forth  welk  I  tho,  my-selven  to  solace, 
Tho  was  I  war  wher  that  ther  sat  ft 

qnene 
That,  as  of  light  the  somer-sonne  shene 
Passeth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesore 
She  fiedrer  was  than  any  creatoro.        301 

And  in  a  lannde,  apon  an  hille  of  floores, 
Was  set  this  noble  goddessQ  |i|^a:r« ; 


^^ 


Of  braonohes  were  hir  halles  and  hir 

boares, 
Y-wroaght  after  hir  orafb  and  hir  mesare ; 
Ne  ther  nas  fool  that  oometh  of  en- 

gendrore,  306 

That  they  ne  were  prest  in  hir  presence. 
To  take  hir  doom  and  yeve  hir  aodienoe. 

For  this  was  on  seynt  Talentynes  day, 
Whan  every  fool  cometh  ther  to  <^eeo 

his  make,  310 

Of  every  kinde,  that  men  thenke  may ; 
And  that   so  huge   a  noyse  gan  they 

make. 
That  erthe  and  see,  and  tree,  and  every 

Uke 
So  fal  was,  that  onnethe  was  ther  space 
For  me  to  stonde,  so  ftil  was  al  the  place. 

And  right  as  Aleyn,  in  the  Pleynt  of 

Devyseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face,  0.i^^*^ 
In  swich  aray  men  niighte[n]  hir  ther 

flnde. 
This  noble  emperesse,  fhl  of  grace, 
Bad  every  foul  to  take  his  owne  place,  3^ 
As  they  were  wont  a^wey  fro  yeer  to 

yere, 
Seynt  Yalentynes  day,  to  stonden  there. 

iThat  is  to  sey,  the  fbules  of  ravyne 
Were  hyest  set;   and  than  the  foules 

smale, 

:/rha,i  eten  as  hem  nature  wolde  endyne, 

As  worm,  or  thing  of  whlohe  I  telle  no 

tale;  326 

-^But  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  the  dale  ; 

:Aa4  foul  that  liveth  by  seed  sat  on  the 

grene. 
And  that  so  fele,  that  wonder  was  to 
''  sene. 

Ther  mighte  men  the  royal  ^e  finde, 
That  with  his  sharpe  I6bk  perceth  the 

Sonne ;  331 

And  other  egles  of  a  lower  kinde. 
Of  which  that  derkes  wel  devysen  conne. 
Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fethres 

donne 
And  greye,  I  mene  the  goshauk,  that 

doth  pyne  335 

To  briddes  for  his  oatrageo«s  ravyne, 


ta' 
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The  gentil  fitacon,  that  with  hia  feet 

distreyneth 
The  kingee  hond;  the  hardy  sperhank 

eke, 
The  qnayles  foo ;  the  merlifn  that  peyneth 
Him-eelf  fal  ofte,  the  larke  for  to  seke ; 
Ther  vas   the   doave,    with   hir   eyen 

meke;  341 

The  jalons  swan,  ayens  his  deth  that 

singeth; 
The  oole  eck,  that  of  dethe  the  bode 

bringeth ; 

The  crane  the  e^unt,  with  his  trompes 
■oane; 

The  theef|  the  ohogh ;  and  eek  the  jang- 
ling pye;U   ...,,.  345 

The  Booming  jay;  the  eles  foo,  the 
heronne; 

The  false  lapwing,  fid  of  treoherye ; 

The  starer-Uiat  the  oonnseyl  can  bewiye ; 

The  tame  mddok ;  and  the  coward  kyte ; 

The  ook,  that  orloge  ia  of  thorpes  lyte ;  350 

The  sparow,  YennB  aone;  the  nightin- 
gale, 

That  olepeth  forth  the  fresshe  |eve8  newe ; 

The  swalow,  mordrer  of  the  fly^  smale 

That  maken  hony  of  floores  fresshe  of 
hewe; 

The  wedded  tnrtel,  with  hir  herte  trewe ; 

The  peook,  with  hia  anngela  fethrea 
brighte ;  356 

The  fesaont,  aoomer  of  the  cok  l^  nighte ; 

The  waker  goos ;  the  onkkow  ever  un- 

kinde ; 
The  popinjay,  ftd  of  delioaaye ; 
The  drake,  stroyer  of  hia  owne  kinde ;  360 
The  atork,  the  wreker  of  avoaterye ; 
The  hote  cormerannt  of  glotonye ; 
The  raven  wya,  the  crow  with  voia  of 

care; 
The  throstel  olde ;  the  frosty  feldefiure. 

What  aholde  I  a^yn?  of  fonlea  every 
kinde  365 

That  in  thia  worlde  han  fethrea  and 
atatore, 

Men  mighten  in  that  place  aasembled 
finde 

Before  the  noble  goddease  Natnre. 

And  everioh  of  hem  did  hia  beay  cure 


Benignely  to  cheae  or  for  to  take,        370 
By  hir  aooxd,  hia  formal  or  hia  make, 

But  to  the  poynt — ^Nature  held  on  hir. 

honde  ^^  f  - 

A  Oi^rinel  egle,  of  ahap  the  gentileste  >  ^(a i  . / f^ 
That  ever  she  among  hir  werkea  fonde, 
The  most  benigne  and  the  goodlieste  ; 
In  hir  was  every  vertn  at  hia  ree^  ''^^ 
So  ferforth,  that   Nature   hir-aelf'^had 

bliaae 
To  loke  on  hir,  uid  ofte  hir  bek  to  kiase. 

Katnre,  the  vibaari  of  th'almyghty  lorde, 
That  hoot,  cold,  hevy,  light,  [and]  moist 

and  dreye  380 

Hath  knit  by  even  noiunbre  of  acorde, 
In  eBy  voia  began  to  apeke  and  aeye, 
*  Fonlea,  tak  hede  of  my   aentence,   I 

preye, 
And,  for  your  eae,  in  ftirthering  of  your 

nede,  384 

Aa  foBte  aa  I  may  apeke,  I  wol  me  apede. 

Ye  know  wel  how^aeynt  Yalentynea  day, 
By  my  atatnt  and  through  my  gover- 

nannce. 
Ye  come  for  to  cheae— and  flee  yoor  way — 
Yonr  makea,  aa  I  prik  yow  with  pleaannce. 
Bat  nathelea,  my  rightftd  ordenaonce  390 
May  I  not  lets,  for  al  thia  world  to  winne. 
That  he  that  tnoat  ia  worthy  ahal  beginne. 

The  tercel  egle,  aa  that  ye  knowen  wel, 
The  fonl  royal  above  yow  in  degree. 
The  wyae  and  worthy,  aeoree,  trewe  aa 

•tel,  395 

The  which  I  fformed  have,  aa  ye  may  aee. 
In  eveiy  part  aa  hit  best  lyketh  me. 
Hit  nedeth  noght  hia  ahap  yow  to  devyae. 
He  ahal  firat  cheae  and  apeken  in  hia 

gyse. 

And  after  him,  by  order  shnl  ye  cheae,  400 
After  yoor  kinde,  everioh  aa  yow  lyketh, 
And,  aa  your  hap  ia,  ahul  ye  winne  or 

lese; 
But  which  of  yow  that  love  most  en- 

*     tryketh, 
GK>d  aende  him  hir  that  aoreat  for  him 

ayketh.' 
And  therwith-al  the  tercel  gan  she  caUe, 
And  aeyde,  *my  ione,  the  choya  ia  to 

thMfUle.  406 
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Bat  natheleet  in  this  oondioioon 
Mot  be  the  ohoys  of  «vexioh  th*t  is  here, 
That  she  agree  to  his  eleocionn,  409 

Who-eo  he  be  that  sholde  been  hir  fere  ; 
This  is  oar  osage  alwey,  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  who  so  may  at  this  time  have  his 

grace, 
In  blisfol  tyme  he  com  in-to  this  place.' 

With  hed  endyned  and  with  taX  homUe 

*  ohere 

o^AAt^  This  royal  teroel^spak  and  taried  noaght ; 

*lct4A^^Unto  my  sovereyn  lady,  and  noght  my 

fiXUu  .Iff    fere,  416 

I  ohese,  and  chese  with  wille  and  herte 

and  thought, 
The  formel  on   yoor  hond  so  wel  y* 

wrought, 
Whos  I  am  ij  and  ever  wol  hir  serve, 
I>o  what  hir  list,  to  do  me  live  or  starve. 

Besechinghiroifmeroy  and  of  grace,  421 
As  she  that  ia  my  lady  sovereyne ; 
Or  let  me  dye  present  in  this  jUauoe, 
For  certes,  long  may  I  not  live  in  peyne ; 
For  in  myn  herte  is  oorven  eveiy  veyne ; 
Havingreward [al] only  to  my  trouthe,  426 
Ky  dere  herte,  have  on  my  wo  som 
routhe. 

And  if  that  I  to  hir  be  founde  untrewe, 
Disobeysaant,  or  wilftil  negligent, 
Avaantoor,  or  inpll'bde^love a newe,  430 
I  pray  to  you  this  be  my  jogement, 
That  with  these  foules  I  be  al  to-rent. 
That  iike  day  that  ever  she  me  finde 
To  hir  ontrewe,  or^  my  giltejankinde. 

«^  .     ,  V  *^  -  ' 

And  sin  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  wel  as  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  behette,  '  4^6 
Than  oghte  she  be  myn   thoaxgh  hir 

mercy. 
For  other  bond  can  I  noon  on  hir  knette. 
For  never,  for  no  wo,  ne  shal  I  lette  439 
To  serven  hir,  how  fer  so  that  she  wende ; 
Sey  what  yow  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.' 

Bight  as  the  fresshe,  rede  rose  newe 
Ayen  the  somer-sonne  coloured  is, 
Bight  so  for  shame  al  wezen  gan  the 

hewe 
Of  this  formel,  whan  she  herde  al  this  ; 
She  neyther  answerde  *wel,*  ne  seyde 

446 


So  sore  abasshed  was  she,  til  that  Katnra 
Seyde,  *  doghter,  drede  yow  noght,  I  yow 


Another  tercel  egle  spak  anoon 

Of  lower  kinde,  and  seyde,  *  that  shal 

not  be;  45U 

I  love  hir  bet  than  ye  do,  by  seynt  John, 
Or  atte  leste  I  love  hir  as  wel  as  ye ; 
And  lenger  have  served  hir,  in  my  degree. 
And  if  she  shulde  have  loved  for  long 

loving,  454 

To  me  allone  had  been  the  guerdoning. 

I  dar  eek  seye,  if  she  me  flnde  fIJs, 
Unldnde,  jangler,  or  rebel  any  wyse, 
Or  jalous,  do  me  hongen  by  the  hals ! 
And  bat  I  here  me  in  hir  servyse 
As  wel  as  that  my  wit  can  mesuf^pse^  460 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  hir  hoDoar  for  to 

save, 
Tak  she  my  lyf,  and  al  the  good  I  have.' 

The  thridde  tercel  eglo  answerde  tho, 
*  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  loyser  hsape ; 
For  every  foul  cryeth  oat  to  been  a-go  465 
Forth  with  his  make,  or  with  his  lady 

dere; 
And  eek  Nature  hir-self  ne  wol  nought 

here, 
For  taiying  here,  noght  half  that  I  wolde 

seye ; 
And  bat  I  speke,  I  mot  for  sorwe  deye. 

Of  long  servyse  avaunte  I  me  no-thing, 
But  as  x>ossible  is  me  to  dye  to-day  471 
For  wo,  as  he  that  hath  ben  langnisshing 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  may 
A  man  may  serven  bet  and  more  to  pay 
In  half  a  3rere,al-though  hit  were  no  more. 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  Ail 
yore.  47^ 

I  ne  say  not  this  by  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  servyse  that  may  my  lady  plese ; 
But  I  dar  seyn,  I  am  hir  trewest  man 
As  to  my  dome,  and  feynest  wolde  hir  ese ; 
At  shorte  wordes,  til  that  deth  me  sese,  481 
I  wol  ben  hires,  whether  I  wake  or  winke. 
And  trewe  in  al  that  herte  may  bethinke.' 

Of  al  my  lyf,  sin  that  day  I  was  bom, 
60  gentil  plee  in  love  or  other  thing    485 
Ne  herde  never  no  man  me  befoxn, 
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o]  that  hAdde  l^yser  and  canning 
For  to  reherae  hir  ohere  and  hir  spoking ; 
And  from  the  morwe  gan  this  speche  laste 
Til  donnwarddrowthe  sonnewonderfaste. 

The  noyse  of  fonles  for  to  ben  delivered  491 
So  londe  rong,  *haye  doon  and  let  ns 

wende ! ' 
That  vel  wende  I  the  wode  had  al  to- 

;^hiyered. ,  a 

*  Com^  of  I*  thisy  ozyde,  *  alias !  ye  wil  ns 

shende!- 
Whan  shal  yonr  cursed  pleding  have  an 

ende?  495 

Row  shnlde  a  jnge  eyther  party  leve, 
For  yee  or  nay»  with-onten  any  preve  ?  * 

The  goes,  the  ookkow,  and  the  doke  also 
Socryden  *kek,kek!'  *kukkowl' »quek, 

qnekl'hyo,    '»  -'  ^ 
That  thorgh  myn  ores  the  noyse  wente  tho. 
The  goos  seyde,  *  al  this  nis  not  worth  a 

flye !  501 

Bat  I  oan  shape  hereof  a  remedye, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  vordit  faire  and  swythe 
For  water-fool,   who-so   be   wrooth    or 

Wythe.' 

*And  I  for  worm-fool,'  seyde  the  fool 
cokkow,  505 

*  For  I  wd,  of  nnrn  owne  aoctoritd, 
For  comone  speae,  take  the  charge  now, 
For  to  delivere  os  is  gret  charity.' 

*  Ye  may  abyde  a  whyle  ^et,  pardo! '^  / 
Seide  the  tortel,  *  if  hitW'yotir  wnfeVsio 
A  wight  may  spekoJhim  were  as  good  be 

stille.  .'.    ..  J 

•  '  ^  '.  , '  '  •  '■'  t  '.  *| 
I  am  a  seed-fool,  oon  tWonworthieste,  ' 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  litel  of  konninge ; 
Bat  bet  is  that  a  wightes  tonge  reste 
Than  entremeten  him  of  soch  doinge  515 
Of  which  he  neyther  rede  can  nor  singe. 
And  who-so  doth,  fol  foole  himself  aoloy- 

eth,    V'*'«  ■•4>A    .--  ,.         ,  7  , 

For  office  orksommitted  ofte  anoyeth,!'    -' 
Natore,  which  that  alway  had  an  ere 
To  mormoor  of  the  lewednes  behinde,  520 
With  faooond  voys  seide,   *hold  your 

tonges  there ! 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  counsel  findo 
Too  to  deUyere,  and  firo  this  noyse  on- 

binde} 


I  joge,  of  eveiy  folk  men  shal  oon  calle 
To  s^yn  the  verdit  for  yoo  fooles  alle.'535 

Assented  were  to  this  conclosioun 
The  briddes  alle ;  and  fooles  of  ravyce    1 
Han  chosen  first,  by  pH^m  eleccioon, 
The  tercelet  of  the  £|ooon,  to  dif^e  529 
Al  hir  sentence,  and  as  him  list,  termyne; 
And  to  Natore  him  gonnen  to  presente, 
And  she  aocepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercelet  seide  than  in  this  manere : 

*  Fol  hard  were  hit  to  preve  hit  by  resoon 
Who  loveth  best  this  gentil  formel  here ; 
For  eyerich  hath  swich  replicadoon,  536 
That  noon   by  skilles   may  be   broght 

a-doon ; 
I  oan  not  seen  that  argoments  avayle ; 
Than  semeth  hit  ther  moste  be  bati^le.' 

*  Al  redy ! '  qood  these  egles  tercels  tho. 

*  Nay,  sirs ! '  qood  he,  '  if  that  I  dorste  it 

seye,  541 

Te  doon  me  wrong,  my  tale  is  not  y-do ! 
For  sirs,  ne  taketh  noght  a-gref,  I  preye, 
It  may  noght  gon,  as  ye  wolde,  in  this 

weye; 
Oore  is  the  voys  that  han  the  charge  in 

honde,  545 

And  to  the  joges  dome  ye  moten  stonde ; 

And  therfor  pees !  I  seye,  as  to  my  wit. 
Me  wolde  thinke  how  Uiat  the  worthieste 
Of  knighthode,  and  longest  hath  osed  hit, 
Hoste  of  estat,  of  blode  the  gentileste,  550 
Were  sittingest  for  hbr,  if  that  hir  leste ; 
And  of  these  three  she  wot  hir-self,  I  trowe. 
Which  that  he  be,  for  hit  is  light  to 
knowe.' 

The  w»ter-fooles  han  her  hedes  leyd 
Togoder,  and  of  short  ayysement,         sss 
Whan  eyerich  had  his  large  golee  seyd, 
They  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  assent, 
How  that  *  the  goos,  with  hir  faooonde 

gent, 
That  so  desyreth  to  pronoance  oor  nede, 
Shal  telle  oor  tale,*  and  preyde  *  god  hir 

spede.'  560 

And  for  these  water-fooles  tho  began 
The  goos  to  speke,  and  in  hir  oakelinge 
She  seyde,  *peesl  now  tak  kepfe every 
man, 
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And  herkenetli  whicli,  »  reeon  I  shal 

Hy  -wit  is  iharp,  I  love  no  tarjlnge ;  565 
I  seye,  I  rede  him,  though  he  were  my 

brother, 
Bat   she  wol   love  him,  lat  him  love 

another!' 

*  Lo  here !  a  parfit  reson  of  a  goos  I ' 
Qaod  the  iperhank ;  *  never  mot  she  thee ! 
Lo,  swich  hit  is  to  have  a  tonge  loos !  570 
Kow  parde,  fool,  yet  were  hit  bet  for 

thee 
~^  Have  holde  thy  pees,  than  shewed  thy 

nyoete! 
Hit  lyth  not  in  his  wit  nor  in  his  wille, 
Bnt  sooth  is  seyd,  "  a  fbol  can  no^t  be 

stille."' 

J  The  laughter  arooa  of  gentil  fonles  alle, 
--And  right  anoon  the  seed-fonl  chosen 
hadde  576 

The  tnrtel  trewe,  and  gnnne  hir  to  hem 
oalle, 

And  preyden  hir  to  seye  the  sothe  sadde 

Of  this  matere,  and  asked  what  she  radde ; 

And  she  answerde,  that  pleynly  hir  en- 
tente 580 

She  wolde  shewe,  and  sothly  what  she 
mente. 

*  Nay,  god  forbede  alover  shnlde  ohannge ! ' 
The  tnrtel  seyde,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed; 
'Thogh   that   his    lady    everonore    be 

strannge,  584 

Yet  let  him  serve  hir  ever,  til  he  be  deed; 
For  sothe,  I  presrse  noght  the  gooses  reed ; 
For  thogh  A%  deyed,  I  wolde  non  other 

make, 
I  wol  ben  hires,  ta  that  the  deth  me  take.' 

*  Wei  boarded  I '  qaod  the  doke,  *  by  my 

hat!  589 

That  men  sholdo  alwey  lovon,  oanseles. 
Who  can  a  reson  finde  or  wit  in  that  ? 
Daonoeth  he  moxy  that  is  mirtheles  f 
Who  sholde  reecho  of  that  is  reocheles  ? 
Te,  qaek !  'yit  quod  the  doke,  fhlwel  and 

fiedre, 
'  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 

paire!'  595 


*■  Now  fy,  oherl ! '  qaod  the  gentil  teroelet, 

*  Oat  of  the  danghil  00m  that  word  ftil 

right, 
Thoa  canst  noght  see  which  thing  is  wcl 

be-set : 
Thoa  farest  hy  love  as  ooles  doon  by  light, 
The  day  hem  blent,  ftil  wel  they  see  by 

night ;  600 

Thy  kind  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse. 
That  what  love  is,  thoa  canst  nat  see  ne 

gesse.' 

Tho  gan  the  cakkow  patte  him  forth  in 

prees 
For  fool  that  eteth  worm,  and  seide  blyve, 
'  Sb  I,'  qaod  he,  '  may  have  my  make  in 

pees,  605 

I  reoche  not  how  lange  that  ye  stiyve ; 
Lat  ech  of  hem  be  sol^yla  al  hir  lyve. 
This  is  my  reed,  sin  they  may  not  aoorde ; 
This  shorte  lesson  nedeth  noght  reoorde. ' 

*TeI  have  the  glotoon  flld  ynogh  his 
paanche,  610 

Than  are  we  wel  I '  seyde  the  merlioon  ; 

*  Thoa  mordrer  of  the  heysogge  on  the 

braanche 
That  broghte  thee  forth,  thou  frewthelees 

glotoan  t     .   I 
Live  thoo^^leyn,  wormes-oormp&oon ! 
For  no%rs  is  of  lakke  of  thy  natore  ;  615 , 
Gk>,  lewed  be  thoa,  whyl  the  world  may 

dare!' 

*  Now  pees,'  qaod  Natare,  *  I  oomaxmde 

here; 
For  I  have  herd  al  yoor  opinioan, 
And  in  eifect  yet  be  we  never  the  nere ; 
Bat  iynally,  this  is  my  oondasioan,    620 
That  she  hir-self  shal  ban  the  eleccioan 
Of  whom  hir  list,  who-so  be  wrooth  or 

blythe, 
Him  that  she  cheest,  he  shal  hir  have  as 

swythAi 

For  sith  hit  may  not  here  discossed  be 
Who  loveth  hir  best,  as  seide  the  tercelet. 
Than  wol  I  doon  hir  this  favoar,  that 

she  626 

Shal  have  right  him  on  whom  hir  herte 

is  set. 
And  he  hir  that  hi«  herte  hath  on  hir 

knet. 
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This  jnge  I,  Nature,  for  I  may  not  lyd  i 
To  noon  estat  I  have  bob  other  y6?^'   030 
>«»'>•  .  ..  -.1  .,     I"  ■     , 

But  as  for  coonseyl  for  to  ohese  a  make, 
If  hit  were  reson,  certes,  than  wolde  I 
Coonsoyle  yow  the  royal  teroel  take, 
Ab  seide  the  tercelet  faX  skilfully, 
Ab  for  the  gentilest  and  most  worthy,  635 
Which  I  have  wrog^t  so  wel  to  my  plos- 

annoe; 
That  to  yow  oghte  heen  a  snffisannce. ' 

With  dredfU  yois  the  formel  hir  an- 
swerde, 

*  My  rightfhl  lady,  goddesse  of  Natoi 
SoUi  is  that  I  am  ever  nnder  yonr  y< 
I<yk  as  is  everiohe  other  creature,  T 
And  moot  be  yonres  whyl  n^  lyf 

dure; 
And  therfor  grannteth  me  my  firste  hone. 
And  myn  entente  I  wol  yow  sey  right 

Bone/ 

*  I  grannte  it  yoxi^*  qnod  she ;  and  right 

anoon  645 

This  formel  eglo'spak  in  this  degree, 

*  Almighty  qnene,  nnto  this  yeer  he  doon 
I  aske  respit  for  to  avysen  me. 

And  after  that  to  have  my  ohoys  al 

free; 
This  al  and  Bom,  that  I  wolde  speke  and 

Beye;  ^ 

Te  gete  no  more,  al-thongh  ye  do  me  deye. 

I  wol  nog^t  serven  YennB  ne  Cnpyde 
For  sothe  as  yet,  by  no  manere  wey/ 

*  Now  sin  it  may  non  other  wyse  be^de,' 
Quod  tho  Nature,  *here  is  no  more  to 

sey;  655 

Than  wolde  I  that  these  foules  were  a-wey 
Boh  with  his  make,  ^'^tarying  lenger 

And  seyde  hem  thus,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

*To  you   speke   I,   ye   teroelets,'  quod 

Nature, 
*Beth  of  good  herte  and  serveth,  alle 

three;  660 

A  yeer  is  not  so  longe  to  endure. 
And  ech  of  yow  peynehim,  in  his  degree, 
Por  to  do  wel ;  for,  god  wot,  quit  is  she 


Fro  yow  this  yeer ;  what  after  so  befiiUe, 
This  entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alle.*  66$ 

And  whan  this  werk  al  broght  was  to  an 

ende. 
To  every  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
By  even  aoorde,  and  on  hir  wey  th^ 

wende. 
A I  lord !  the  blisse  and  joye  that  they 

make!  669 

For  ech  of  hem  gan  other  in  winges  take. 
And  with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  winde, 
Thanking  alwey  the  noble  goddesse  of 

kinde. 

But  first  were  chosen  foules  for  to  singe, 
As  yeer  by  yere  was  alwey  hir  usaunoe 
To  singe  a  voundel  at  hir  dejMirtinge,  675 
To  do  Nature  honour  and  plesaunoe. 
The  note,  I  trowe,  maked  was  in  Fraunce ; 
The  wordes  were  Bwich  as  3^0  may  heer 

finde,  ',,.'■, 

The  nezte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  minde. 

Qui  Man  <iime  a  tard  oublie,         r  " 
*Now  weloom  aomer,   with   thy  sonne 
Bofte,  680 

niat  hast  thiB  wintres  weders  overtake. 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blake ! 
Seynt  Valentyn,   that   art  fhl  hy  on- 

lofte; — 
Thus  singen  Bmale  foules  for  thy  sake — 
Now  ioelcom  somer^  with  thyaonne  acufle^  685 
That  host  thi$  wintret  weden  over^hake, 

Wel  faan  ^ey  cause  for  to  gladen  ofte, 
Sith  ech  of  hem  recovered  halh  his  make ; 
Fnl  bliaful  may  they  singen  whan  they 
wake; 
Now  wOeommmerf  with  thy  mmne$(ifle^6(/i 
That  hatt  IMi  wintrei  woden  over-shake, 
And  driom  om&y  fht  longe  nightes  blaks,* 

And  with  the  showting,  whan  hir  song 

was  do, 
That  foules  maden  at  hir  flight  a-wi^, 
I  wook,  and  other  bokes  took  me  to    695 
To  rede  upon,  and  yet  I  rede  alway ; 
I  hope,  y-wis,  to  rede  so  som  day 
That  I  shal  mete  Bom  thing  for  to  iaxe  698 
The  bet ;  and  thuB  to  zede  I  nil  not  spare. 
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VL    A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 


I.    (In  fevm4iM  ttamni.) 

Thx  longe  night,  whan  e^ry  orefttnre 

Shnlde  have  hlr  rest  in  aomwhat,  as  l^ 

kinde, 

Or  elles  ne  may  hir  lyf  nat  long  endure, 

Hit  falleth  most  in-to  my  -wofal  minde 

How  I  so  fer  have  broght  my-self  be- 

hinde,  5 

That,  sanf  the  deeth,  ther  may  no-thing 

melisse, 
So  deeespaired  I  am  from  aUe  blisse. 

This  same  tho^^t  me  lasteth  til  the 

morwe. 

And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve; 

Ther  nedeth  me  no  care  fbr  to  borwe,    10 

Por  bothe  I  have  good  leyser  and  good 

leve; 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  wol  me  wo  bereve 
To  wepe  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fille  ; 
The  sore  spark  of  p^yne  f  doth  me  tfpille. 


n.    (In  Tom  Bima  ;  imperfect.) 
[fThe  sore  spark  ofpeyne  doth  me  spille ;] 


This  Love  hath  [eek]  me  set  in  swioh  a 
place  16 

That  my  de^yr  [he]  never  wol  fblfille ; 
For  neither  pitee,  mercy,  neither  grace 
Can  I  nat  finde ;  and  ffro  my  sorwfril 

herte, 
Eor  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nat  araoe.    90 
The  more  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  me 
smerte; 
Through  which  I  sea,  witlwmte  remedye. 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  wyse 
asterte; 
[f  For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye]. 

nL    {In  Terta  Bima;  imptrfecL) 

CfThxis  am  I  d&i,  Wth  sorwes  frd  dy- 
verse;  95 

Fal  longe  agoon  I  og^te  have  taken 
hede]. 


Kow  sothly,  what  she  hight  I  wol  re- 
herse; 
Hir  name  is  Bonntee,  set  in  womanhede, 
Sadnesse  in  jronthe,  and  Beantee  pryde- 

lees, 
And  Flesannoe,  under  govemannoe  and 
drede;  30 

Hir  surname  eek  is  Fkire  Bewtheleea, 
The  Wjrse,  y-knit  un-to  Gk>od  Aventnre, 
That,  for  I  love  hir,  tilssth  me  giltelees. 
Hir  love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure. 
Bet  than  myself  an  hnndred  thousand 
deel,  35 

Than  al  this  worldes  riohesse  or  crea- 
ture. 
Now  hath  nat  Lov6  me  bestowed  weel 
To  lovS,  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 
Alias !  right  thus  is  tnmed  me  the  wheel, 
Thns  am  I  slayn  with  loves  fyry  dart.  40 
I  can  bat  love  hir  best,  my  swete  fo ; 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art 
But  serve  alwey,  and  stinte  for  no  wo. 

IV.    (In  fen-UfM  tUinaat.) 

[With]-in  my  trewe  carefril  herte  ther  is 
So  moohe  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  blis,      45 

That  wo  is  me  that  ever  I  was  Ixne ; 
For  al  that  thing  which  I  desyre  I  mis. 
And  al  that  ever  I  wolde  nat,  I-wis, 

Hiat  flnde  I  redy  to  me  evermore ; 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne.  50 

For  she  that  mighte  me  ont  of  this 
bringe 

Ne  reccheth  nat  whether  I  wepe  or 
singe; 
So  litel  rewthe  hath  she  upon  my  peyne. 

AUas !  whan  sleping-time  is,  than  I  wake, 
Whan  I  shnlde  daance,  for  fere  than  I 

quake ;  55 

[f  Tow  r^kketh  never  wher  I  flete  or 

sinke;] 
This  hevy  lyf  I  lede  for  your  sake, 
Thogh  ye  ther-of  in  no  wyse  hede  take, 
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tfPor  on  my  wo  yow  deyneth  not  to 
thinke.]  59 

Jty  hertes  lady,  and  hool  my  lyvos  qnene ! 
For  trewly  dorste  I  seye,  as  that  I  fele, 
Me  semeth  that  your  swetd  herte  of  stele 

Is  whetted  now  ageynes  me  to  kenOk 

My  dere  herte,  and  beet  beloved  fo) 
Why  lylieth  yow  to  do  me  al  this  wo,    65 
'What  have  I  doon  that  greveth  yow,  or 
sayd, 
Bnt  for  I  serve  and  love  ^ow  and  no  mo? 
And  whylst  I  live,  I  wol  •fdo  ever  so ; 
And  therfor)  swete,  ne  beth  nat  evil 
apayd. 
For  so  good  and  so  fair  as  [that]  ye  be,  70 
Hit  were  [a]  right  gret  wonder  bnt  ye 

hadde 
Of  alle  servants,  bothe  goode  and  badde ; 
And  leest  worthy  of  alle  hem,  I  am  he. 

Bnt  never-the-les,  my  righto  lady  swete, 
Thogh  that  I  be  onconning  and  nnmete  75 

To  serve  as  I  best  conde  ay  your  hy* 
nesse, 
Tit  is  ther  foyner  noon,  that  wolde  I  hete, 
Than  I,  to  do  fyow  ese,  or  elles  bete 

What-Bo  I  wiste  were  to  +yow  distreMie* 
And  hadde  I  might  as  good  as  Ihave  wille. 

Than  shnlde  ye  fele  wher  it  wer  so  or 
noon ;  6f 

For  fin  this  worlde  living  is  ther  noon 
That  fayner  wolde  yoor  hertes  wil  ftdfillek 

For  bothe  I  love,  and  eek  dreed  3^w  so 

sorO) 
And  algates  moot,  and  have  doon  yow, 
fdl  yore,  85 

That  bet  loVed  is  noon,  ne  never  shal ; 
And  yit  I  wolde  beseche  yow  of  no  more 
:Bat  l^veth  wel,  and  be  nat  wrooth  ther* 
fore, 
And  lat  me  serve  yow  forth ;  lo !  this 
isaL 
For  I  am  nat  so  hardy  ne  so  wood        90 
For  to  desire  that  ye  shnlde  love  me ; 
For  wel  I  wot,  aUaa !  that  may  nat  be ; 
I  am  so  litel  worthy,  and  ye  so  good. 

For  ye  be  oon  the  w<»rthiest  on-lyve, 
And  I  the  most  nnlykly  for  to  thiyve ;  95 
Tit,  for  al  this,  [now]  witeth  ye  right 
wele, 


That  ye  ne  shnl  me  from  yonr  service 

diyve 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  alle  my  wittes  fyve, 

Serve  yow  trewly,  what  wo  so  that  I  fele. 

For  I  ami^t^n  yow  in  swioh  manere  100 

That,  thogh  ye  never  wil  npon  me  rewe, 

I  moste  yow  love,  and  fever  been  as 

trewe 

As  any  can  or  may  on-lyve  [here], 

f  The  more  that  I  love  yow,  goodly  firee, 
The  lasse  finde  I  that  ye  loven  me ;      105 

Alias!  whan  shal  that  harde  wit  a- 
mende  ? 
Wher  is  now  al  yonr  wommanly  pitee, 
Tour  gentilesse  and  yonr  debonairtee, 

Wil  ye  no  thing  ther-of  npon   me 
spende? 
And  so  hool,  dwete,  as  I  amyonres  al,  no 

And  so  gret  wil  as  I  have  yow  to  servo, 

KoW)  certes,  and  ye  lete  me  thns  sterve, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  ther-on  hot  a  smal. 

For)  at  my  knowing,  I  do  fno-thing 

why, 
And  this  I  wol  beseche  yow  hertely,     1 15 

That,  ther  ever  ye  flnde,  whyl  ye  live, 
A  trewer  servant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
>  Leveth    [me]    thanne,    and   sleeth   me 
hardely. 
And  I  my  deeth  to  yon  wol  al  forgive. 
And  if  ye  flnde  no  trewer  fman  than  me, 
[Why]  Will  ye  snffire  than  that  I  thns 
spille,  121 

And  for  no  maner  gilt  bnt  my  good 
wille? 
As  good  wer  thanne  nntrewe  as  trewe 
to  be. 

Bnt  I,  my  lyf  and  deeth,  to  yow  obeye. 
And  with  right  bnzom  herte  hoolly  I 
preye,  125 

As[is]yonrmo8tet>lesnre,  sodothbyme; 
f  Wel  lever  is  me  lyken  yow  and  dejre 
Than  for  to  any  thing  or  thinke  or  seye 
That  fmighte  yow  offende  in  any  tyme. 
And  therfor,  swete,  rewe  on  my  peynes 
smerte,  130 

And  of  yonr  grace  granteth  me  som 

drope  J 
For  elles  may  me  laste  f  blis  ne  hope, 
Ne  f  dwellen  in  my  tronble  carefnl  herte. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


vn.    Antttta  anb  AvciU. 


"3 


vn.    ANELIDA  AND  ARCITR 


The  CompleTot  of  feire  AneUda 
'  andftOsArdte. 

*  Thou  ferae  god  of  armee,  Mars  the  rede, 

That  in  the  firosty  oonntiy  called  Traoei 
Within  thy  gnsly  temple  fhl  of  drede 
Honoured  art,  as  patroon  of  that  place ! 
With  thy  Bellona,  Pallas,  faX  of  grace,  5 
Be  present,  and  my  song  continue  and 

gye; 
At  my  heginning  thus  to  thee  I  oiye. 

For  hit  fhl  depe  is  sonken  in  my  minde, 
With  pitoQS  herte  in  English  for  Vendj^ 
This  olde  storie,in  Latin  'which  I  finde,  10 
^  Of  qnene  Anelida  and  fals  Aroite, 

That  elde,  which  that  al  can  firete  and 

l^yte, 
As  hit  hath  freten  mony  a  noble  storie, 
Hath  nigh  deronred  out  of  onr  memorie. 

Be  favovaUe  eek,  thou  ^ol{innl%  15 

On  Pamaso  that,  with  thy  sostres  glade, 
By  Elicon,  not  fer  from  Cirrea) 
Singestwith  vols  memorial  in  the  shade. 
Under  the  laontf  whieh  that  may  not 

fade, 
Anddothatlmyshiptoharenwinne;  to 
First    folow   I    Stace,   and    after   him 

Corinne. 

The  Story, 
lamque  domo$p(Uria$,  <£e. ;  Statii  Thehais, 
zii«5i9« 
':luc.:dUL  Whan  Thesens,  with  werres  longs  and 
grete, 
The  aspre  folk  of  Oithe  had  overcome. 
With  lanrer  cronned,  in  his  char  golcl«> 

betC) 
Hoom  to  his  contro-hoiiMI  is  y-eome  ;-•-  »$ 
For  which  the  peple  blisftd,  al  andsomme, 
80  cryden,  that  unto  the  sterres  hit  wente. 
And  him  to  honoUren  dide  al  hir  en- 
tente^ 


Befom  this  dnk,  in  signe  of  hy  victorie, 
Thetrompescome,andin  his  baner  large 
The  image  of  Mars;  and,  in  token  of 

glorie,  3« 

Men  mighten   seen   ot  tresor  many  a 

charge, 
Many  a  bright  helm,  and  many  a  spere 

and  targe. 
Many  a  fresh  knight,  and  many  a  blisfal 

route. 
On  hors,  on  fote,  in  al  the  felde  aboute.  35 

Ipolita  his  wyf^  the  hardy  queue 
Of  Cithia,  that  he  conquered  hadde. 
With  Bmelye,  hir  yonge  suster  shene, 
Eaire  in  a  char  of  golde  he  with  him  ladde, 
That  al  the  ground  aboute  hir  char  she 

spradde  40 

With  bri«^tnease  of  the  beautee  in  hir 

face, 
Fulfild  of  largesse  and  of  alle  grace. 

With  his  triumphe  and  lauier-erouned 

thus. 
In  al  the  floure  of  fortunes  yevinge, 
Lete  I  this  noble  prince  Theseus  45 

Toward  Athenes  in  his  wey  rydinge, 
And  founde  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bringe 
The  slye  wey  of  that  I  gan  to  wryte, 
Of  queue  Anelida  and  h^a  Arcite. 

Mars,  which  that  through  his  fVuious 

oourseofyre,  50 

The  olde  wrath  of  Juno  to  fhlfille, 
Hath  set  the  peples  hertes  bothe  on  f^re 
Of  Thebes  and  Orece,  everioh  other  to 

kille 
With  blody  speres,  ne  rested  never  stille> 
But  throng  now  her,  now  ther,  among 

hembothe,  55 

niat  everich  other  slou^  so  wer  they 

wrothe. 

For  whan  Amphloraac  and  T^deus, 
Ipomedon,  Parthonopee  also 
Were  dede,  and  slayn  [was]  proud  Cam- 
paneus, 
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And  whan  the  'wreoohes  Thebans,  breth- 

eren  two,  60 

Were  slayn,  and  king  Adrastos  hoom 

So  desolat  stood  Thebee  and  bo  bare, 
That  no  wight  conde  remedie  of  his  care. 

And  whan  the  olde  Oreon  gan  espye 
How  that  the  blood  roial  was  broght 

adoTin,  65 

He  held  the  eite  hy  his  tirannye, 
And  did  the  gentils  of  that  regionn 
To  been  his  frendes,  and  dwellen  in  the 

tonn. 
So  what  for  lore  of  him,  and  what  for  awe, 
The  noble  folk  wer  to  the  tonne  y-drawe. 

Among  al  these,  Anelida  the  qnene       71 
Of  Ermony  was  in  that  toon  dwellinge. 
That  &irer  was  then  is  the  sonne  shene ; 
Throngh-ont  the  world  so  gan  hir  name 

springe, 
Thathir  to  seen  had  ereiy  wight  lykinge  ,* 
for,  as  of  tronthe,  is  ther  noon  hir  liohe,  76 
Of  al  the  women  in  this  worlde  riohe. 

Yong  was  this  qnene,  of  twenty  yeer  of 

elde. 
Of  midel  stature,  and  of  swioh  fiumesse. 
That  nature  had  ajo3re  hir  to  behelde;   80 
And  for  to  q;>eken  of  hir  stedfastneese, 
She  passed  hath  Penelope  and  Lnoresse, 
And  shortly,  if  she  shal  be  comprehended. 
In  hir  ne  mighte  no-thing  been  amended. 

This  Theban  knight  [Aroite]  eek,  sooth  to 

seyn,  85 

8  yong,  and  ther-with-al  a  Insty  knight. 

Bat  he  was  double  in  love  and  no-thing 

pl^yn. 
And  subtil  in  that  crafbe  oyer  any  wight. 
And  with  his  cunning  wan  this  lady 

bright; 
For  so  ferforth  he  gan  hir  tronthe  assure. 
That  she  him  ftrust  oyer  any  creature.  91 

What  shuld  I  seyn  ?  she  loved  Aroite  so, 
That,whan  that  he  was  absent  any  throwe. 
Anon  hir  thoghte  hir  herte  brast  a-two ; 
For  in  hir  sight  to  hir  he  bar  him  lowe,  95 
80  that  she  wende  have  al  his  herte 

y-knowe ; 
But  he  was  fals ;  it  nas  but  feyned  chore. 
As  nedoth  not  to  men  such  craft  to  lore. 


But  never-the-les  Ail  mikel  beeinesse 
Had  he,  er  that  he  mighte  his  lady  winne, 
And  swoor  he  wolde  dyen  for  di8tresse,ioi 
Or  from  his  wit  he  seyde  he  wolde  twinne. 
Alas,  the  whyle  I  for  hit  was  routhe  and 

sinne. 
That  she  upon  his  sorowes  wolde  rewe. 
But  no-thing  thenketh  the  fals  as  doth 

the  trewe.  105 

Hir  £redom  fond  Arcite  in  swioh  manere, 
That  al  was  his  that  she  hath,  moche  or 

lyte, 
Ne  to  no  creature  made  she  chore 
Ferther  than  that  hit  lyked  to  Arcite  ; 
Ther  was  no  lak  with  which  he  mighte 

hir  wyte,  no 

She  was  so  ferforth  yeven  him  to  plese. 
That  al  that  lyked  him,  hit  did  hir  ese. 

Ther  nas  to  hir  no  manor  lettre  y-sent 
That   touched  loye,   from    any  maner 

wight. 
That  she  ne  shewed  hit  him,  er  hit  was 

brent ;  115 

So  pleyn  she  was,  and  did  hir  fhlle  might, 
That  she  nil  hyden  nothing  frx>m  hir 

knight. 
Lest  he  of  any  untrouthe  hir  upbreyde ; 
Withouten  bode  his  heste  she  obeyde. 

And  eek  he  made  him  jelous  over  here,  120 
That,  what  that  any  man  had  to  hir  seyd, 
Anoon  he  wolde  preyen  hir  to  swere 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  evel 

apsyd; 
Than  wende  she  out  of  hir  wit  have  brayd ; 
But  al  this  nas  but  sleight  and  flateiye, 
Withouten  love  ho  feyned  jelosye.        126 

And  al  this  took  she  so  debonerly, 
That  al  his  wille,  hir  thoghte  hit  skilfril 

thing. 
And  ever  the  longer  floved  him  tenderly, 
And  did  him  honour  as  he  were  a  king.  150 
Hir  herte  was  wedded  to  him  with  a  ring ; 
So  ferforth  upon  tronthe  is  hir  entente. 
That  wher  he  goth,  hir  herte  with  him 

wente. 

Whan  she  shal  ete,  on  him  is  so  hir 

thoght,  134 

That  wel  unnethe  of  mete  took  she  keep ; 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


vn.    JlneftbA  arU  JBivcUt. 


"S 


And  whan  thai  she  ynm  to  hir  iMte 

broght, 
On  him  she  thoghte  alw^y  til  that  she 

sleep; 
'Whan  he  iru  absent,  prevely  she  weep ; 
Thus  liveth  fidr  Anelida  the  qnene     139 
For  fids  Ardte,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene. 

This  fills  Ardte,  of  his  new-^ngehiesse, 
^or  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lesse  d^yntee  for  hir  stedfkstnesM, 
And  saw  another  lady,  prond  and  newe, 
And  right  anon  he  oladde  him  in  hir 
hew»—  145 

Wot  I  not  whether  in  whyte,  rede,  or 


And  iiUsed  fiur  Anelida  the  qoene. 

Bat  never-the-les,  gret  wonder  was  hit 

noon 
Thogh  he  wer  fUs,  for  hit  is  kinds  of 

man,  149 

Sith  Lamek  was,  that  is  so  longe  agoon, 
To  been  in  love  as  fals  as  erer  he  can ; 
He  was  the  flrste  fitder  that  began 
To  loren  two,  and  was  in  bigamye ; 
And  he  found  tentes  first,  bat4f  men  lye. 

This  fols  Arcite  snmwhat  moste  he  feyne, 
Whan  he  wez  iUs,  to  covere  his  trai- 

torye,  156 

Bight  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  byte  and 

pl^yne; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  trsoherye, 
And  swoor  he  oonde   hir   doaUenesse 


And  al  was  fUsnes  that  she  toUm  mente ; 

Thus  swoor  this  thee^  and  forth  his  way 

he  wente.  161 

Alas !  what  herte  might  endnren  hit, 
For  roathe  or  wo,  hir  sorow  for  to  telle  ? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  conning  or  the 

wit? 
Or  what  man  might  with-in  the  ohambre 

dwelle,  165 

If  I  to  him  vehersen  shal  the  helle. 
That  snfE^reth  fair  Anelida  the  qnene 
For  £ds  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene? 

She  wepeth,  waileth,  swowneth  pitonsly. 
To  gronnde  deed  she  folleth  as  a  stoon ; 
Al  orampiasheth  hir  limes  orokedly,    171 
fihe  speketh  as  hir  wit  were  al  agoon  i 


Other  colour  then  asshen  hath  she  noon, 
Noon  other  word  -fshe  speketh  moohe  or 

lyte. 
But  *  men^,  omel  herte  myn,  Aroite !'  175 

And  thns  endoreth,  til  that  she  was  so 

mate 
That  she  ne  hath  foot  on  which  she  may 

sostene; 
Bnt  forth  langnisshingever  in  this  estate. 
Of  which  Aroite  hath  nother  ronthe  ne 

tone; 
His  herte  was  eUes-where,   newe   and 

grene,  180 

That  on  hir  wo  ne  d^yneth  him  not  to 

thinke, 
BSm  rekketh  never  wher  she  flote   or 

sinks. 

His  newe  ladj  holdeth  him  so  narowe 
Up  by  the  bxydel,  at  the  staves  ende. 
That  evexy  word,  he  dradde  hit  as  an 

arowe ;  185 

Hir  dannger  made  him  bothe  bowe  and 

bende, 
And  as  hir  liste,  made  him  tome  or 

wende; 
For  she  ne  grannted  him  in  hir  Uvinge 
No  grace,  why  that  he  hath  lost  to  singe ; 

Bnt  drof  him  forth,  nnnethe  liste  hir 

knowe  190 

That  he  was  servaxmt  fto  hir  ladyshippe, 

Bnt  lest  that  he  wer  pronde,  she  held 

himlowe; 
Thns  serveth  he,  withonten  fee  or  shipe, 
She  sent  him  now  to  londe,  now  to 
shippe ;  194 

And  for  she  yaf  him  daonger  al  his  fille, 
Thezf  or  she  had  him  at  hir  owne  wille. 

Bnsample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wimmen  alle, 
Take  here  Anelida  and  &ls  Ardte, 
That  for  hir  liste  him  *  dere  herte '  calle, 
And  was  so  meek,  theifor  he  loved  hir 

lyte;  mo 

The  kinde  of  mannee  herte  is  to  delyte 
In  thing  that  straonge  is,  also  god  me 

save! 
For  what  he  may  not  gete,  that  wolde  he 

have. 

Now  tome  we  to  Anelida  ageyn, 

That  pyneth  di^  by  c^  in  langoisshings. 
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Bat  whan  she  saw  that  hir  ne  gat  no 
g«yn,  ao6 

Upon  a  day,  fhl  sorowfUUy  weping, 
She  caste  hir  for  to  make  a  compleyning, 
And  with  hir  ownehonde  she  gan  hit 

wryte  j 
And  sente  hit  to  hir   Theban   knight 
Aroite.  aio 

The  Compleynt  of  Anellda  the  qnene 
upon  fals  Ardte. 

Proem, 

So  thirleth  with  the  poynt  of  temem- 

brannoe, 
The  swerd  of  sorowe,  y-^het  with  fals 
plesattnce, 
Hyn  herte,  bare  of  blis  and  blak  of 
hewe, 
That  tnmed  is  in  quaking  ai  my  daunce, 
My  suretee  in  a-whapedcountenaunce ;  215 
Sith  hit  availeth  not  for  to  ben  trewe ; 
Por  who-so  trewedt  iii,  hit  shal  hir 
rewe, 
That  serveth  love  and  doth  hir  observ- 
aunoe 
Alw^  to  oon,  and  chaungeth  for  no 
newe. 

(Strophe,) 


I  wot  my-self  as  wel  as  any  wight ;      220 
Por  I  loyed  oon  with  al  my  hertd  and 
might 
More  then  myself,  an  hundred  thon- 
Hsand  sythe, 
And  called  him  my  hertee  lyf,  my  knight, 
And  was  al  his,  as  fer  as  hit  was  right ; 
And  whan  that  he  was  glad,  than  was 
I  blythe,  22$ 

And  Ids  disese  was  my  deeth  as  swythe ; 
And  he  ayein  his  trouthe  me  had  plight 
Por  ever-more,  his  lady  me  to  kythe. 

2. 

Kow  is  he  fals,  alas  t  and  causeles, 
And  of  my  wo  he  is  so  routheles,         330 
That  with  a  worde  him  list  not  ones 
d^nie 
To  bring  ayein  my  sorowfhl  herte  in  pees, 
Por  he  is  caught  up  in  a-nother  lees. 


Bight  as  him  list,  he  laugheth  at  my 

peyne,  234 

And  I  ne  can  myn  herte  not  restreyne, 

That  I  ne  love  him  alwey,  never-the*les ; 

And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pl^yne. 

8. 

And   shal   I   pleyne — alas!    the   harde 

stounde — 
Un«to  my  foo  that  yaf  my  herte  a  wounde, 

And  yet  desyreth  that  myn  harm  be 
more?  240 

Nay,  certes !  ftrther  wol  I  never  ffounde 
Non  other  help,  my  sores  for  to  sounde. 

My  destinee  hath  shapen  it  ftil  yore ; 

I  wil  non  other  medecyne  ne  lore ; 
I  wil  ben  ay  thto  I  was  ones  bounde,  245 

lliat  I  have  seid,  be  seid  for  ever-more ! 

4. 
Alas!  wher  is  become  your  gentilesse ! 
Tour  wordes  fUle  of  plesaunce  and  hum- 
blesse? 

Your  observaunoes  in  so  low  manere, 
And  your  awayting  and  your  besinesse  250 
Upon  me,  that  ye  oalden  your  maistreese, 

Your  sovereyn  lady  in  this  worlde  here? 

Alad !  and  is  ther  nother  word  ne  chere 
Ye  vouchesauf  upon  myn  hevinesse? 

Alas!  your  love,  I  bye  hit  al  to  dere.  255 
6. 

Now  certes,  swete,  thogh  that  ye 

Thus  causeles  the  cause  be 

Of  my  dedly  adversitee, 
Your  manly  reson  oghte  it  to  respyte 

To  slee  your  trend,  and  namely  me,  260 

That  never  yet  in  no  degree 
.  Offended  yow,  as  wisly  he, 
That  al  wot,  out  of  wo  my  soole  qnyte  I 

IT  But  for  I  shewed  yow,  Aroite, 

Al  that  men  wolde  to  me  wzyte,       265 

And  was  so  be«y,  yow  to  delyte — 
My  honour  save — ^meke,  kinde,  and  free, 

Therfor  ye  putte  on  me  the  wyte. 

And  of  me  reoche  not  a  myte, 

Thogh  that  the  swerd  of  sorow  byte  270 
My  woftd  herte  through  your  orueltee. 

6. 

My  swete  foo,    why  do  ye  so,    for  shame  ? 
And  thenke  ye    tJ^t  farthered  be    your 
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To  love  ft  newe,    and  been  ontrewe  ? 
nay  1 
And  pntte  yow    in  sdaimder  now     and 
blame,  375 

And  do  to  me    adversitee    and  gramei 
That  love  yow  most,        god,  wel  thon 

wort !      alway  ? 

Tet  turn  ayeyn,    and  be  al  pleyn    som 

day. 

And  than  shal  this    that  now  is  mis    be 

game,  279 

And  al  for-yive,   whyl  that  I  liye  may. 

(AnUitrophe,) 

1. 
Lo !  herte  myn,  al  this  is  for  to  sejnie. 
As  whether  ihal  I  preye  or  elles  pleyne  ? 
Whiche  is  the  wey  to  doon  yow  to  be 
trewe? 
For  either  mot  I  have  yow  in  my  oheyne, 
Or  with  the  dethe  ye  mot  departe  us 
twesme ;  085 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  newe ; 
For  god  so  wisly  on  my  soole  rewe, 
As  verily  ye  sleen  me  with  the  peyne ; 
That  may  ye  see  nnfeyned  of  myn  hewe. 


For  thus  ferforth  have  I  my  deth  [y> 
soght,  ago 

Hy-self  I  mordre  with  my  prevy  thoght ; 
For  sorow  and  ronthe  of  yonr  onkinde- 
nesse 
I  wepe,  I  wake,  I  faste ;  al  helpeth  noght ; 
I  T^eyve  joye  that  is  to  speke  of  oght, 
I  voyde  companye,  I  flee  gladnesse ;  295 
Who  may  avannte  hir  bet  of  hevinesse 
Then  I?  and  to  this  plyte  have  ye  |ne 
broght, 
Withonte  gilt ;  me  nedeth  no  witnesse. 

3- 

And  sholde  I  preye,  and  weyve  woman- 

hede? 
Nay !  rather  deth  thexi  do  so  fool  a  dedo. 
And  axe  merqy  gilteles  1  what  nede?  301 
And  if  I  pleyne  what  lyf  that  I  lede. 
Tow  rekkeUi  not ;  that  know  I,  out  of 
drede; 
And  if  I  unto  yow  myn  othes  bede 


For  myn  excuse,  a  scorn  shal  be  my 

mede;  305 

Yonr  ohere  flonreth,  bat  hit  wol  not  sede ; 

Fal  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  take  hede. 


For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morow  ageyn, 
I  might  as  wel  holde  Averill  firo  reyn. 

As  holde  yow,  to  make  yow  stedfast.  310 
Almighty  god,  of  tronthe  sovereyn, 
Wher  is  the  tronthe  of  man  f  who  hath 
hit  sleyn  ? 

Who  that  hem  loveth  shal  hem  fynde 
as  fart 

As  in  a  tempert  is  a  roten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tame  bert  that  is  ay  feyn       315 

To  renne  away,  when  he  is  leest  agart  ? 

5. 
Now  merpy,  swete,  if  I  misseye. 
Have  I  seyd  oght  amis,  I  preye  ? 
I  not ;  my  wit  is  al  aweye. 

I  fiEure  as  doth  the  song  of  ChawiU-pleure, 
For  now  I  pleyne,  and  now  I  pleye,  321 
I  am  so  mased  that  I  deye, 
Arcite  hath  bom  awey  Uie  keye 

Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  aventnre ! 
IT  F6r  in  this  worlde  nis  creature     325 
Wakinge,  in  more  discomfiture 
Then  I,  ne  more  sorow  endure ; 

And  if  I  slepe  a  fturlong  wey  or  tweye, 
Than  thinketh  me,  that  your  figure 
Before  me  stant,  clad  in  asure,         330 
To  profren  eft  a  newe  assure 

For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  me  to  preye. 

6. 

The  longe  night      this  wonder  sight     I 

drye, 
And  on  the  day    for  this  ofray  I  dye,  334. 
And  of  al  this    right  noght,  y-wis,    ye 
recche, 
Ne  never  mo    myn  yto  two    be  diye. 
And  to  your  routhe    and  to  your  tronthe 
I  ciye. 
Butwelawey!  toferbethey  tofecohe; 
Thus   holdeth  me      my  destinee     a 
wrecche.  339 

But  me  to  rede    out  of  this  drede    or  gye 
Ne  may  my  wit,     so  weyk  is  hit,     not 
strecche. 
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Conclusion, 

Than  ende  I  thus,  sith  I  may  do    no 

more, 
I  yeve  hit  up  for  now  and  ever-more ; 

For  I  shal  never  efb  pntten  in  IxJannoe 

l(y    sekemes,    ne   leme  of  love    the 

lore.  345 

But  as  the  swan,  I  have  herd  seyd  ftil 

yore, 

Ayeina  his   deth  shal   singe   in  his 

penannce, 
So  singe  I  here  my  destiny  or  channce, 


How  that  Arcite  Anelida  so  sore 
Hath  thirled  with  the  poynt  of  remem- 
hrannce!  350 

The  atory  oontintud. 
Whan  that  Anelida  this  wofhl  qnene 
Hath  of  hir  hande  writen  in  this  wyse, 
With  fiEMse  deed,  hetwixe  pale  and  grene, 
She  fel  answowe ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  xyse, 
And  unto  Mars  avoweth  saorifyse        355 
With-in  the  temple,   with   a  sorowftil 

chore. 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  shal  after  here.  357 


(Unfinished,) 


VIII.     CHAUCEKS  WOEDES  UNTO  ADAM, 
HIS  OWNE  SCKIVEYN, 


I  -"3 


Adam  soriv^yn,  if  ever  it  thee  bifalle 
Boeoe  or  Troilns  to  wiyten  newe, 
Under  thy  lokkes  thoa^moet  have  the 
Bcalle, 


"W 


But  after  my  making  t&ou  wxyte  trewe. 


Soofteadayelmotthywerkrenewe,    5 
Hit  to  oorreote  and  eek  to  rubbe  and 

scrape ; 
And  al  is  through  thy  negligence  and 

rape.  .^acU 


IX     THE  FOBMEB  AGE. 


,V^r 


V  n  -M 


A  BLiSTDii  lyf,  a  paisihle  and  a  swete 

Ledden  the  peples  in  the  foimer  age  ; 

They  helde  hem  pasred  fof  fiuites,  that 
they  ete,        >\  y^t,  .    ; 

Which  that  the  f  eldes  srave  hem  by  usage ; 

They  ne  were  nat  forpampred  with  out- 
rage ;  -  vv  vu,v  5 

Unknowen  was  the  quenpi  and  eek  the 
melle ;  .>. 

They  eten  mast,  hawes,  and  swich  poun- 

And  dronken  water  of  the  colde  welle. 


Tit  nas  the  ground  nat  wounded  with 

the  plough. 
But  com  up-sprong,  unsowe  of  mannes 

hond,  ^      ,,  10 

The  whic&  they  fgniden,  and  eete  nat 

half  y-nough.   -  '    , 
No  man  yit  knew  the  forwes  of  his  lond ; 
No  man  the  fyr  out  of  the  flint  yit 

fond; 
Un-korven  and  un-grobbed  lay  the  vyne ; 
No  man  yit  in  the  morter  spyces  grond  15 
ToNolarre,  ne  to  saose  of  galantyne. 
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aolltekl 


,l'U    t'' 


No  xnader,  welde,  or  wood  no  lite|rtere    " ' 
Ne  knew;  the  fleee  was  of  hit  former 


No  AJdlTne  wiste  offence  of  egge  or  spere ; 
No  ooyn  ne  knew  man  whioh  waa  fids  or 

trewe;  ao 

No  ship  yit  kszf  the  wawes  grene  and 

blewe  I 
No  marohaont  yit  ne  fbtte  outlandish 

ware; 
No  ftrompes  for  the  werres  folk  ne  knewe. 
No  tonres  heye,  and  wallas  roonde  or 

square. 

"What  sholde  it  han  availed  to  werreye?  »s 
Ther  lay  no  proAt,  ther  was  no  rich  esse, 
' 'Bat  onrsed  was  the  tyme,  I  dar  wel  sesre, 
yrhat  men  first  dide  hir  swety  l^ysinesse 
To  gxobbe  np  metal,  Inrkinge  in  dai^- 

nesse, 
And  in  the  ri^eres  first  gemmessoghte.  30 
Alias !  than  sprong  np  al  the  cnrsednesse 
Of  oovetyse,  that  first  our  sorwe  broghte ! 

Thise  tyraonts  pntte  hem  gladly  nat  in 

pres,=>  '  '*u. 

No  fwildnesse,  ne  no  bnsshes  for  to  winne 

%ier  poverte  is,  as  seith  Diogenes,         $s 

uWhex  am  ^itaile  is  eek  so  skars  and  thinne 

That  noc^t  but  mast  or  apples  is  ther- 

inne. 
But,  ther  as  bagges  been  and  fkt  vitaile, 
llier  wol  they  gon,  and  spare  for  no  sinne 
With  al  hir  ost  the  dte  f or  Vassaile.     40 


Yit  were  no  paleis-ohanmbres,  ne  non    . 

haUes; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wodes  softs  and  sweta 
Slepten  this  Uissed  folk  with-onte  walles, 
On  gras  or  leves  in  parflt  fqniete. 
No   donn   of  fetheres,   ne   no   bleched 

shete  45 

Was  kid  to  hem,  but  in  senrtee  they 

slepte; 
Hir  hertes  were  al  oon,  with-onte  galles,  *\  > 
Everich  of  hem  his  feith  to  other  kepte. 

Unforged  was  the  hauberk  and  the  plate ; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyd  of  alle  vyoe,    50 
Hadden  no  &ntasye  to  debate,  ■   t.  /  , 
But  eoh  of  hem  wolde  other  wel  ohexyoe ; 
No  piyde,  non  envye,  non  ayarjroe, 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  tyrannye ; 
HumUesse  and  pees,  good  feith,  the  em- 
perioe,  55 

[fFoULlled  erthe  of  olde  ourteqre.] 

Tit  was  not  Jupiter  the  likerous, 
That  first  was  fader  of  delicacye, 
Come  in  this  worid;  ne  Nembrot,  de* 

sirous 
To  reynen,   had  nat  maad   his  toures 

hye.  ■''-.,  60 

Alias,  alias!  now  may  men  wepe  and 

cryB  I 
For  in  our  dayes  nis  but  covetyse 
[And]  doublenesse,  and  tresoim  and  envye, 
Foysoun,  manslauhtre,  and  mordre  in 

sondxy  wyse,  64 


Finit  Etas  prima.   Chancers. 


X.    FOETUNK 


O'-u*''-. 


Baladei  d^vitage  mmpetnture, 

■.i*"'     f  i'fl.uK  Kit-     •*         '     'A  '^ 

L   I#e  Pleintif  conntre  Fortune. 


.«     Tms  wrecehed  worldes  transmntacioun, 
V*"'^'^*  As  wele  or  wo,  now   porre  and  now 
•iuvVOT         honour, 

With<outen  ordre  or  wys  disorecioan 

CK>vemed  is  by  Fortunes  errour ; 

But  natheles,  the  lak  of  hir  favour         5 


Ne  may  nat  don  me  shigen,  though  I  dye, 
*  lay  ioutptrdu  man  temp§  §t  mon  labour ;' 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  I     ' '  >  - 

Yit  is  me  lefb  the  light  of  my  resoun, 
To  knowen  frend  &o  fo  in  thy  mirour.  10 
So  muche  hath  yit  thy  whirling  up  and 

doun 
Y-taught  me  for  to  knowen  in  an  houTi 
But  trewoly ,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
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To  him  that  over  him-selfhttUi  the  mays- 

trye! 
My  suffisannoe  shal  be  my  sooonr :        15 
Por  fynally,  Portime,  I  thee  defye ! 

0  Sooiates,  thou  sted£ABt  champioim, 
She  never  mighte  be  thy  tormentour ; 
Thou  never  dreddeet  hir  oppresdonn, 
Ne  in  hir  chere  foonde  thou  no  savonr.  20 
Than  knewe  wel  deceit  of  hir  colour, 
And  that  hir  moste  vrorahipe  is  to  lye. 

1  knowe  hir  eek  a  fals  dissimnlonr : 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  I 

n.  La  respouni^e  de  Fortime  an  Pleintil 

\  1 1>,      ,,i  ,  ^.  ,{. .  -f  >  .  .• 

No  man  is  wreoohed,  but  him-self  hit 
wene,  ^5 

And  he  that  hath  himHMlf  hath  suf- 
fisannoe. 

Why  seystow  thanne  I  am  to  thee  so 

kene, 
I  That  hast  thy-self  out  of  my  govemaunoe? 

Sey  thus :  *  Ghraunt  mercy  of  thyn  ha- 
boundaunce 

That  thou  hast  lent  or  this.*    Why  wolt 
thou  stiyve?  ^ 

What  wostow   yit,    how    I    thee    wol 


avaunoe? 


-'-\ 


l4lyve 


And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend 

I  have  thee  taught  divisioun  bi-twene 
Frend  of  effect,  and  frend  of  oounten- 

aunce; 
Thee   nedeth   nat  the    galle   of   noon 

hyene,><  •-  '        a  -     ..  »'  "^r  35 

That  cureth  eyen  derke  fro  hir  penannce ; 
Now  seestow  deer,  that  were  in  ignor- 

aunce. 
Yit  halt  thyn  anore,  and  yit  thot^  mayst 

anyve 
Ther  bounto^  berth  the  keye  of  my  sub- 

staunce:    >'*<  39 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  firend  alyve. 

How  many  have  I  refused  to  sustene. 
Sin  I  thee  fostred  have  in  thy  plesaunce ! 
Woltow  than  make  a  statut  on  thy  queue 
That  I  shal  been  ay  at  thyn  ordinaunoe? 
Thou  bom  art  in  my  regne  of  variaunoe, 


Aboute  the  wheel  with  other  most  thou 
dryve.  4^ 

l(y  lore  is  bet  than  wikke  is  thy  grev- 
aunce, 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

nL   La  respoimse  du  Pleintif 
coimtre  Fortune. 

Thy  lore  I  dampne,  hit  is  adversitee. 
My  frend  maystow  nat  reven,  blind  god- 

desse!  50 

That  I  thy  frendes  knowe,  I  thanke  hit 

thee. 
Tak  hem  agayn,  lat  hem  go  lye  on  presse ! 
The'negardye  in  keping  hir  richease 
Prenoetik  is  thou  wolt  hir  tour  assayle ; 
Wikke  appetyt  oomth  ay  before  seknesse : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  £e^le.     56 

La  responnse  de  Fortune  conntre 
le  Pleintif. 
Thou  pinchest  at  my  mutablLitee, 
For  I  thee  lente  a  drope  of  my  riohesse, 
And  now  me  lyketh  to  with-drawe  me. 
Why  sholdestow  my  realtee  oppresse  ?  60 
The  see  may  ebbe  and  flowen  more  or  lease ; 
The  welkne  hath  might  to  shyne,  reyne, 

or  hayle ; 
Bight  so  mot  I  kythen  my  brotelnesse. 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  £e^le. 

Lo,  th'execuoion  of  the  magestee  6$ 

That  al  purveyeth  of  his  rightwisnesse, 
That  same  thing  *  Fortune'  depen  ye. 
Ye  blinde  bestes,  ful  of  lewednesse ! 
The  hevene  hath  propretee  of  sikemesse. 
This  world  hath  ever  restelestravayle;  70 
Thy  laste  day  is  ende  of  myn  intresse : 
Xn  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lenvoy  de  Fortune. 
Princes,  I  prey  you  of  your  gentilesse, 
X4i^t  nat  this  man  on  me  thus  oiye  and 

pleyne.^ 
And  1 8hal,quyte  you  your  bisineese      js 
At  my  requests,  as  three  of  you  or  twe3^e; 
And,  but  you  list  releve  him  of  his  peyne, 
Preyeth  his  beste  frend,*^  his  noblesse. 
That  to  00m  beter  estat  he  may  atteyne.  79 


ExpUcU. 
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XL    MEECILES  BEAUTE 

I.    CfapHvUy, 

Youm  yfin  two  wol  dee  me  sodenly, 
I  may  the  besaU  of  hem  not  sostenef 
So  woondeth  hit  through-oat  my  herte 
kene. 

And  bat  your  word  wol  helen  hactily 
My  hert^  wonnde,  whyl  that  hit  ii  grene, 
Tour  y9m  two  tool  d4e  m€  aodMly ,  6 

/  may  fh6  &m«M  <^fh$m  not  $M§tm$, 

Upon  my  troathe  I  My  yow  feithftiUy, 

IhAtyebenof  mylyf  and  deeth  the  qaene ; 

VIorwithmydeeththetroatheihalbeiene. 

Your  y9m  two  tool  dee  me  eodenly^         ii 

Im4i)yikeheauUofhtmmot9utitene^ 

80 wmndethkUthfrmgh-imtmy herte  kerne. 

n.    B^fedUm. 

80  hath  yoor  beaat^  fro  yoor  herte  ohaoed 

PitcM^t^uat  nie  ne  availeth  not  to  pl^yne ; 

For  jJcramger  halt  yoar  meroy  in  his 

oh^yne.  16 

Giltlee  my  deeth  thai  han  ye  me  par- 

ohaoed; 
I  eej  yow  eooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  f^yne ; 


:    A  TRIPLE  ROUNDEL. 

80  hath  your  heamtiJ)ro  your  herte  ekaeed 
PUee^thatwteneavailethnottopleyne,  ao 

Allaa!  that  natare  hath  in  yow  00m- 

pa«ed 

So  greet  beaat^  that  no  man  may  attejme 

To  meroy,  thoogh  he  iterye  for  the  peyne. 

So  haih  your  beautij^ro  your  herte  ehaced 

PUee^thatmenea9aiUthm)ttopleyne;2S 

For  Daunger  halt  your  mercy  in  hie  cheifne. 

m.    Eeeape, 

Sin  I  fro  Lore  escaped  am  so  Att, 

I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene; 

Sin  I  am  free,  I  coonte  him  not  a  bene. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  speke  right  as  I  mene.  < 
Sin  I  fro  Love  eeeaped  ameojht^ 
I  never  thenk  to  bem  in  hie  prieon  Uite, 

Love  hath  my  name  y-strike  oat  of  his 

solat, 
And  he  is  strike  oat  of  my  bokes  olene  35 
For  ever-mo ;  fther  is  non  other  mene. 
Stn  I  fro  hone  eeeaped  am  ao  fat^ 
I  never  thenk  to  hen  in  hie  prison  Une  ; 
Sin  I  <tm  free^  I  eownte  him  not  a  bene.  39 


XaBpUdt. 


XIL     TO  ROSEMOUNDR    A  BALADE. 


Uadamm,  ye  ben  of  al  beaat^  shxyne 
As  fer  as  ceroled  is  the  mappemoande ; 
For  as  the  distal  glorioas  ye  shyne, 
And  lyke  raby  ben  yoar  chekes  roande. 
Tiierwith  ye  ben  so  mery  and  so  joooande, 
That  at  a  revel  whan  that  I  see  yoa 
daance,  6 

It  is  an  oynement  onto  my  woande, 
Thof^  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaanoe. 


For  thof^  I  wepe  of  teres  ttjl  a  tyne, 
Tet  may  that  wo  myn  herte  nat  con- 

foande ;  10 

Yoar  fseemly  voys  that  ye  so  fsmal  oat- 

twyne 
ICaketh   my   thoght  in  joye  and   blis 

haboonde. 
So  carteiBly  I  go,  with  lovd  boonde, 
That  to  myHMlf  I  sey,  in  my  penaanoe, 
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Sti%sethmetoloyeyoii,Bosemonnde,  15 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daUaimoe. 

Nas  neyer  pyk  walwed  in  galanniyne 
As  I  in  love  am  walwed  and  y-woonde ; 
-For  which  fol  ofte  I  of  my Wf  divyne 

TregentU. 


That  I  am  trewe  Tristam  the  seconnde.  oo 
My  love  may  not  xefreyd  be  nor  afoond^ ; 
I  brenne  ay  in  an  amorous  plesaonoe. 
Do  what  yon  list,  I  wil  your  thral  be 

fonnde, 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  dallannce.     24 

Chancer. 


Xin,    TRUTH. 


Balade  de  bon  conseyl. 

(|  Flee  fro  the  prees,  and  dwelle  with  soth- 
fSEtftnesse,  , 

Sa%oe  Tmto  thy^  g6od,  though  hit  be 

For  hord  hath  hate,  and  climbing  tikel- 
nesse,   ■'     '"*■.'■.<:     •  ^'  • 

Prees  hath  envye,  and  wele  blent  overal ; 
^   Sayonr  no  more  than  thee  bihoye  shal ;  5 

Work  wel  thy-self,  that  other  folk  canst 
rede; 

And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Tempest  thee  noght  al  oroked  to  redresse, 
In  tntst  of  hir  that  tnmeth  as  a  bal^. 
Gtvet  reste  stant  in  litel  besineese ;         10 
And  eek  be  war  to  spome  ageyn  an  al ; 
Stiyve  noght,  as  doth  the  orokke  with 

the  waL  -*  ■  ''  t '  ^  .  .'•,1 

Dannte  thy-self,  that  danntest  otheres 

dede; 
And  tronthe  shal  deliyere,  hit  is  no  dre^le. 


That  thee  is  sent,  recesnre  in  bnxnmneese. 
The  wrastling  for  this  worlde  azeth  a 

JSer  nis  non  hoom,  her  nis  but  wilder- 


Forth,  pilgrim,  forth  !    Forth,  beste,  out 

ofthystal! 
Know  thy  oontree,  lo<^  np,  thank  God 

ofal; 
Hold  the  hye  wey,  and  lat  thy  gost  thee 

lede :  20 

And  tronthe  phal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Envoy. 
Theifore,   thou   vao&e,    leve   thyn    old 

wreochednesse 
Unto  the  worlde ;  leve  now  to  be  thral ; 
Crye  him  merc^,  that  of  his  hy  goodnesse 
Made  thee  of  noght,  and  in  especial      as 
Draw  unto  him,  and  pray  in  general 
For  thee,  and  eok  for  other,  hevenlioh 

mede ;  27 

And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


Explicit  Le  bon  coupseiU  dci  G.  Chancer. 


XIV.     GENTILESSE. 


Moral  Balade  of  Chancer. 

^  ^Thb  firste  sto^^iad^r  of  gentilesse — 
What  man  that  daymeth  gentil  for  to  be. 
Must  folowe  his  trace,  and  alle  his  wittes 


Vertu  toSewe,  and  yyoes  for  to  flee. 
For  unto  vertu  longeth  digniteo. 


And  hoght  £he  rovers,  sau^  dar  I  deme, 
Al  were  he  mjrtre,  croune,  or  diademe. 

This  flrste  stok  was  fnl  of  rightwisnesse, 
Trewe  of  his  word,  sobre,  pitous,  and 

free, 
dene  of  his  goste,  and  loved  beainesse,   10 
Ageinst  the  vyoe  of  slouthe,  in  honestee ; 
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And,  bat  his  heir  lore  verto,  as  dide  he, 
He  is  noght  gentil,  thogh  he  riohe  seme, 
Al  were  he  myire,  oroune,  or  diAdeme. 

Yyce  may  wel  be  heir  to  old  riohesse ;    15 
But  ther  may  no  man,  as  men  may  wel  see, 


Beqnethe  his  heir  his  Tertnoos  nobleise 
That  is  appropred  onto  no  degree, 
Bnt  to  the  flrste  fiMler  in  magestee, 
That  fmaketh  him  his  heir,  that  can  him 
queme, '»u/^U*  ao 

Al  were  he  mytre,  oroone,  or  diademe. 


/  '-  /  ^ 


XV.    LAK  OP  STEDFASTNESSK 


Balade. 

Sox  tyme  this  world  was  so  stedDast  and 

stable, 
That  mannes  word  was  obligaoioon. 
And  now  hit  is  so  fals  and  deceivable. 
That  word  and  deed,  as  in  oonolnsiotm, 
Ben  no-thing  lyk,  for  tamed  np  so  doun  5 
Is  al  this  world  for  mede  and  wilftilnesse, 
That  al  is  lost  for  lak  of  stediastnesse. 

What  maketh  thlsworld  to  be  so  variable. 
Bat  lost  that  folk  hare  in  dissensioon  ? 
Among  OS  now  a  man  is  holde  unable,  |o 
But-if  he  can,  by  som  collusioun, 
Don  his  neighbour  wrong  or  oppressioun. 
What  causeth  this,  but  wiUtd  wrecohed- 

nesse. 
That  al  is  lost,  for  lakof  stedfastneise  ? 


Trouthe  is  put  doun,  resoun  is  holden 
fable ;  15 

Yertu  hath  now  no  dominacioun, 

Pitee  ezyled,  no  man  is  meroiable. 

Through  oovetyse  is  Went  discreoioun ; 

The  world  hath  mad  a  permutaoioun 

Fro  right  to  wrong,  firo  trouthe  to  fikel* 
nesse,  30 

That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

Lenvoy  to  King  Bichard. ' 
O  prinoe,  de^3^re  to  bo  honourable, 
Cherish  thy  folk  and  hate  extoroioun  ! 
Suffre  no  thing,  that  may  be  reprevable 
To  thyn  estat,  don  in  thy  regioun.         35 
Shew  forth  thy  swerd  of  castigaoioun, 
Dred  Gk>d,  do  law,  love  trouthe  and  worthi- 
nesse,  a; 

And  wed  thy  folk  agein  to  stedfihstnesse. 


ExplicU, 


XVL    LENVOY  DE  CHAUCEE 

MIS      *^'"'.uv/nvu'    ^-.  "..  -       .'■'.'*        ■■'' 

To-BBOKXv  been  the  statuts  hye  in  neveae 

That  Great  were  eternally  to  dure, 

Sith  that  I  see  the  brighte  goddes  sevene 

How  wepe  and  wayle,  and  passioun  en- 
dure, 

As  may  in  erthe  a  mortal  creature.         5 

Alias,  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 
cede?  . 

Of  whiohe  errbur  I  d«ye  almost  for  drede. 


A  SCOGAN. 


By  worde  etemO  whylom  was  hit  shape 
That  fro  the  fifbe  cercle,  in  no  manere, 
Ne  mighte  a  drope  of  teres  doun  es- 
cape. 10 
But  now  so  wepeth  Venus  in  hir  spere, 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drenche  us 

here. 
Alias,  Soogan  1  this  is  for  thyn  offence ! 
Thou  oausest  this  deluge  of  pestilence. 
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Hast  thon  not  seyd,  in  blaspheme  of  this 

goddes,  IS 

Through  pryde,  or  through    thy  grete 

rakelnesse,  ^      .  •  t^ 
Swich  thing  as  in  the  lawe  of  love  for- 

bodeis? 
That,  for  thy  lady  saw  nat  thy  distresse, 
Theifor  thou  yave  hir  up  at  Michelmesse ! 
Alias,  Scogan !  of  olde  folk  ne  yonge    ao 
Was  never  erst  Soogan  Uamed  for  his 

tonge! 

Thou  drowe  in  scorn  Cnpyde  eek  to  record 
Of  thilke  rebel  word  that  thou  hast  spoken, 
For  which  he  wol  no  longer  be  thy  lord. 
And,  Scogan,  thogh  his  bowe  be  nat 
broken,  ^5 

He  wol  nat  with  his  arwes  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  ne  me,  ne  noon  of  our  figure  ; 
Weshulof  him  haveneyther  hurt  ne  cure. 

Now  oertes,  frend,  I  drede  of  thyn  un- 
happe,  ^        .    ., 

Lest  for  thy  gilt  the  wreche  of  Love  pro- 
cede  30 

On  tUle  hem  that  ben  hore  and  rounde  of 
shape, 


That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  love  to  spede. 
Than  shul  we  for  our  labour  han  no  mede ; 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answere  and  seye: 
*  Lo !  olde  Orisel  list  to  xyme  and  pleye ! ' 

Nay,  Scogan,  sey  not  so,  for  I  m'ezcuse,  36 
God  help  me  so !  in  no  xym,  doutelees, 
Ne  thinke  I  never  of  slope  wak  my  muse. 
That  rusteth  in  my  shethe  stille  in  pees. 
Whyl  I  was  yong,  I  putte  hir  forth  in 
prees,  40 

But  al  shal  passe  that  men  prose  or  xyme ; 
Take  evexy  man  his  turn,  as  for  his  tynie. 

Envoy. 
Soogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  heed ' 
Of  grace,  of  alle  honour  and  worthinesse, 
In  th'ende  of  which  streme  *  I  am  dul  as 
deed,  45 

Foigete  in  solitarie  wildemesse ; 
Yet,  Scogan,  thenke  on  Tullius  kinde- 


Minne  thy  frend,  ther  it  may  fiructifye ! 
Ear-wel,  and  lok  thou  never  efb  Love 
defye  I  49 

1  L  e.  Windwow.  •  I.  e.  Gronewioh. 


XVn.  LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  BUKTONJ  ^ 


The  connseil  of  Chaucer  touching 
Mariage»  which  was  sent  to  Bnkton. 

Ht  maister  Bukton,  whan  of  Griste  our 

-kinge 
Was  axed,  what  is  trouthe  or  sothfiMt- 

nesse, 
He  nat  a  word  an8werdejK>  that  azinge, 
As  who  saith:    *no  man  is  al  trewe,' 

Igesse.  ,.«i 

And  therfor,  thogh  I  highte  to  expresse 
The  sorwe  and  wo  that  is  in  manage,     6 
I  dar  not  wryte  of  hit  no  wikkednesse. 
Lest  I  my-self  &lle  eft  in  swich  dotage. 

I  wol  nat  seyn,  how  that  hit  is  the  ohesnue 
Of  Sathanas,  on  which  he  gnaweth  ever,  10 


'4'    r 

But  I  dar  s^yn,  were  he  out  of  his  p^yne. 
As  by  his  wille,  he  wolde  be  bounde 

never. 
But  thilke  doted  fool  that  eft  hath  lever 
Y-cheyned  be  than  out  of  prisoun  crepe, 
GK)dlete  him  never  £rohiB  wo  dissever,  15 
Ne  no  man  him  bewayle,  though  he  wepe. 
But  yit,  lest  thou  do  worse,  tak  a  wyf ; 
Bet  is  to  wedde,  than  brenne  in  worse 


But  thou  Shalt  have  sorwe  on  thy  flesh, 

thylyf. 
And  been  thy  wyves  thral,  as  seyn  these 

wyse;  «> 

And  if  that  holy  writ  may  nat  sufiyse. 
Experience  shal  thee  teohe,  so  may  happe, 
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That  thee  were  lever  to  be  taie  in  Fryse 
Than  eft  to  fklle  of  wedding  in  the  trappe. 

Envoy. 
This  litel  writ,  proverbef,  or  figure        »$ 
I  lende  joo,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  rede : 


Unwyt  is  he  that  ean  no  wele  endure. 
If  thou  be  siker,  put  thee  nat  in  drede. 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe  I  pray  yon  that  ye  rede 
Of  this  matere  that  we  have  on  honde.  50 
God  graonte  yon  your  lyf  firely  to  lede 
Infredom;  fcur  M  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 


Explicit, 


XVULL    THE  COMPLEYNT 

'  'S  '  *  -     \S  "^  iw  ttu  -^'-v     ' '  -t.^  ' 
I.    (7%a  Lover*i  worthimem.) 

THsm  nis  so  hy  comfort  to  my  plesannoe, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hevinesse, 
Aa  for  to  hare  leyser  of  remembraonce 
Upon  the  manhod  and  the  worthinesse, 
Upon  the  troathe,  and  onthestedfctftnesse 
Ofhimwhoslamal^whyllmay dure;  6 
Ther  oghte  blame  me  no  oreatnre, 
Vor  every  wight  praiseth  his  genUlesse. 

In  him  is  boimtee,  wisdom,  govemannoe 
Wei  more  then  anymannes  wit  can  gesse ; 
For  grace  hath  wold  so   ferforth  him 
avannoe  11 

That  of  knighthode  he  is  parflt  riohesse. 
Honour  honooreth  him  for  his  noblesse ; 
Therto  so  wel  ha(^  formed  him  Nature, 
That  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assure,      15 
For  evezy  wight  preiseth  his  gentili 


And  not-withstanding  al  his  sufBsaunce, 
His  gentil  herte  is  of  so  greet  humUesse 
To  me  in  worde,  in  werke,  in  oontenaunoe, 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besinesse,  20 
That  I  am  set  in  verr^y  sikemesse. 
Thus  oghte  I  blesse  wel  mjn  aventure,/ 
Sith  that  him  list  me  serven  andhononre; 
For  evezy  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

II.    (Ditqvieiude  cauaed  hy  Jealotuy.) 

Kow  certes.  Love,  hit  is  right  oovenable 
That  men  fill  dere  l^ye  thy  noble  thing,  a6 
As  wake  a-bedde,  and  ftwten  at  the  table, 
Weping  to  laughe,  and  singe  in  com- 

pleyning, 
And  doun  to  oaste  visage  and  loking, 


OP  VENUa 

Often  to  ohaungen  hewe  and  oontenaimoe, 
f  Fleyne  in  sleping,  and  dremen  at  the 
daunoe,  51 

Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling; 

Jalousye  be  hanged  by  a  oable  I 
She  wdde  al  knowe  through  hir  espying; 
Ther  doth  no  wight  no-thing  so  resonable, 
That  al  nis  harm  in  hir  imagening.       36 
Thus  dere  abought  is  lovd,  in  yeving. 
Which  ofte  he  yiveth  with-oute  ordin* 

annce, 
As  sorow  ynogh,  and  lltel  ofplossnnoe, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling.  40 

A  litel  tyme  his  yift  is  agreable. 
But  All  enoomb«rous  is  the  using ; 
For  sotel  Jalousye,  the  deoeyvable, 
Ful  often-tyme  oauseth  destourbing. 
Thus  be  we  ever  in  drede  and  suffering, 
In 'fibtmcerteyn  we  languisshe  in  pen* 

aunoe,  46 

And  han  ftd  often  many  an  hard  mes* 

ohaunoe, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling. 

III.    {Saii^aetion  in  Comtaney.) 

But  oertes.  Love,  I  sey  nat  in  such  wyse 
That  for  t'escape  out  of  your  lace  I  mente ; 
For Iso  longe  have  been  in  yourservyse  51 
That  for  to  lete  6t  wol  I  never  assente ; 
No  force  thogh  Jalousye  me  tormente ; 
SufE^ceth  me  to  see  him  whan  I  may,  54 
And  therfore  oertes,  to  myn  ending-day 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repentel 

And  certes.  Love,  whan  I  me  wel  avyse 
On  any  estat  that  man  ma;^  zepresente, 


^  .-  a 
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Than  have  ye  maked  zne,  throagh  your 

Chese  the  best  that  eyer  on  erthe  wente. 
Xow  love  wel,  hertOi  and  look  thou  never 
stente ;  6i 

And  let  the  jelons  pntte  hit  in  assay 
That,  for  no  peyne  wol  I  nat  sey  ni^ ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Herte,  to  thee  hit  oghte  y-nogh  snffyse  65 
That  Love  so  hy  a  grace  to  thee  sente, 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  alle  vryse 
And  most  agreable  nnto  myn  entgajbe.  ^ » 
Seche  no  fertker,  neyther  Vey  nelwen^, 
Sith  I  have  snffisaonce  nnto  my  pay.    70 
Thus  -wol  I  ende  this  oompleynt  or  lay ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 


Lenvoy. 

■    ''•'.,    •  'm 
Princess,  receyveth  this   comploynt  in 

gree, 
Unto  yonr  excellent  benignitee 

Direct  after  my  litel  snffisannca        75 
For  eld,  that  in  my  spirit  dnlleth  me, 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  soteltee 
Wei  ny  bereft   out  of  my  remem> 

brannoe; 
And  eek  to  me  hit  is  a  greet  pen- 
annoe, 
'  Sith  xym  in  English,  hath  swicb  soarsitee, 
To  folowe  -word  byword  the  cTOoiilee'^^i 
Of  Oratmson,  floor  of  hem  that  make  \ 
inFraonce. 


XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT 

,   ..»     J  .-^-''.v  :    -.,   'f:  i  f  • 
To  you,  my  purse,  and  to  non  other  wigkt 
Compleyne  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dere  I 
I  am  so  8017,  now  that  ye  be  light ; 
For  certes,  bat  ye  make  me  hevy  chere, 
Me  were  as  leef  be  leyd  np-on  my  here ;  5 
For  whiche  nn-to  yonr  mercy  thns  I  ciye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Kow  Toneheth  sanf  this  day,  or  hit  be 

night, 
That  I  of  yon  the  blisftil  sonn  may  here, 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  sonne  bright, 
That  of  yelownesse  hadde  never  pere.    xx 
Ye  be  my  lyf,  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere,  -      ' 
Queue  of  comfort  and  of  good  oompanye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 


OP  CHAUCEE  TO  HIS 
PURSE.    ;'V':'^.    '.'%.-'. 

Kow  purs,  that  be  to  me  my  lyves  light,  15 
And  saveour,  as  doun  in  this  worlde  here, 
Out  of  this  toune  help  me  through  your 

might,  '  .    . 

Sin  that  ye  woje  nat  been  my  tresorere ; 
For  I  am  shave  as  nye  as  any  frere. '' 
But  yit  I  piay  un-to  your  ourtesye :      20 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Lenvoy  de  Chaucer.         ^    ',  \ 

0  conquerour  of  Brutes  Albioun  1 
Which  that  by  lyne  and  ftee  eleccioun    - 
Ben  verray  king,  this  Bojxg  to  you  I  sende ; 
And  ye,  that  mowen  al  our  harm  amende, 
Have  mindeup-on  my  supplicaoioun!  a6 


XX     PEOVEEBS. 

Proverbe  of  Chaucer. 


What  shul  thise  clothes  fmany-fold, 
Lo!  this  bote  somers  day  ?— 

After  greet  heet  cometh  cold ; 
•No  man  caste  his  pilohe  awayv 


n. 


Of  al  this  world  the  wyde  oompas 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  annes  tweyne.- 

Who-so  mochel  wol  embrace 
litel  therof  he  shal  distreyne. 
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APPENDIX. 


iTh4jWawki0  I\>§m9  are  <Um  probtMy  gemdme;  b%it  air$  placed } 
Jbr  lack  of  external  evidence.] 


XXL    AGAINST  WOMEN  UNCONSTANT. 


Balade. 

IfATuira,  for  your  nefFe-ftnfelnMM, 
Ifany  a  servannt  have  ye  put  ont  of  grace, 
I  take  my  lere  of  yoor  imflted£utne«e, 
For  -wel  I  wot,  whyl  ye  have  lyves  space, 
Te  can  not  love  ftil  half  yeer  in  a  place ;  5 
To  newe  thing  your  lost  is  ever  kene ; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thns  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

Bight  as  a  miroor  nothing  may  eapresse, 
Bat,  lightly  as  it  comsth,  so  mot  it  pace, 
So  fiureth  yonr  love,  your  werkes  bereth 
witnesse.  10 

Ther  is  no  feith  that  may  yonr  herte  en- 
brace; 


Bat,  as  a  wederook,  that  tometh  his  face 
With  every  wind,  ye  fioe,  and  that  is 


In  stede  of  blew,  thas  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

Ye  might  be  shzyned,  for  yoar  brotelnesM, 
BetthanDa]yda,CreseideorOandaoe;  16 
For  ever  In  chaonging  fstant  yoor  siker- 

That  iache  may  no  wight  fro  yonr  herte 


If  ye  lese  oon,  3re  can  wel  tweyn  parohace ; 
Al  light  for  somer,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 

mene,  20 

In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 

grene. 


ExpliciL 


XXn.    AN   AM0E0U8  COMPLEDTT.     (COMPLEINT 
DAMOUKS.) 


An  amorous  Complaint*  maule  at 

Windsor. 

I,   WBzoa    that    am    the   sorwcfdlleste 


That  in  this  worid  was  ever  yit  Uvinge, 
And  leest  reooverer  of  him-selven  can, 
Beginne  fthos  my  deedly  compleininge 
On  hir,  that  may  to  lyf  and  deeth  me 
bringe,  5 


Which  hath  on  me  no  meng^  ne  no  rewthe 
That  love  hir  best,  bat  sleeth  me  for  my 
trewthe. 

Can  I  noght  doon  ne  s^ye  that  may  yow 

lyke, 
fFor  certes,  now,  alias !  alias !  the  whyle ! 
Yoar  plesannoe  is  to  laaghen  whan  I 

syke,  10 

And  thas  ye  me  ftom  al  my  blisse  exyle. 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


128 


Zh  (niinar  (]poem0. 


Ye  han  me  oast  in  thilke  spitons  yle 
Ther  neyer  man  on  lyve  miglite  asterte ; 
This  haye  I  for  I  lov6  yon,  swete  herte ! 

Sooth  is,  that  wel  I  woot,  hy  lyklineese, 
If  that  it  -were  thing  possible  to  do        i6 
T'aoompte  yonre  bentee  and  goodnesse, 
I  have  no  wonder  thogh  ye  do  me  wo ; 
8ith  I,  th^nnworthiest  that  may  lyde  or  go, 
Dnrste  ever  thinken  in  so  hy  a  place,    ao 
TVhat  wonder  is,  thogh  ye  do  me  no  grace? 

Alias !  thns  is  my  lyf  brought  to  an  ende, 
Hy  deeth,  I  see,  is  my  conolnsionn ; 
I  may  wel  singe, '  in  soiy  tyme  I  spende 
Mylyf;'  that  song  may  haye  oonftudonn! 
For  mercy,  pitee,  and  deep  affeooioan,  26 
I  Bey  for  me,  for  al  my  deedly  ohere, 
Alle  thise  diden,  in  that,  me  love  yow  dere. 

And  in  this  wyse  and  in  dispayre  I  live 
In  love ;  nay,  but  in  dispayre  I  dye  I     30 
But  shal  I  thns  [to]  yow  my  deeth  f or-give. 
That  oanseles  doth  me  this  sorow  dxye? 
Ye,  oertes,  I !  For  she  of  my  folye 
Hath  nought  to  done,  although  she  do  me 

sterve; 
Hit  is  nat  with  hirwil  that  I hir  serve!  35 

Than  sith  I  am  of  my  sorowe  the  cause 
And  sith  that  I  have  this,  withoute  hir 

reed. 
Than  may  I  seyn,  right  shortly  in  adause. 
It  is  no  blame  unto  hir  womanheed 
Though  swich  a  wreoche  as  I  be  for  hir 

deed;  40 

[And]  yet  alwey  two  thinges  doon  me  dy6, 
That  is  to  seyn,  hir  bentee  and  myn  y  & 

So  that,  algates,  she  is  the  verray  rote 
Of  my  disese,  and  of  my  dethe  also ; 
For  with  oon  word  she  mighte  be  my  bote, 
If  that  she  vouched  sauf  for  to  do  sa    46 
But  [why]than  ishir  gladnesse  at  my  wo? 
It  is  hir  wone  plesaunce  for  to  take. 
To  seen  hir  servaunts  dyen  for  hir  sake ! 

But  oertes,  than  is  al  my  wonderinge,  50 
,  Sithen  she  is  the  fayrest  creature 
As  to  my  dome,  that  ever  was  livinge, 
The  benignest  and  beste  eek  that  nature 
Hath  wrought  or  shal,  whyl  that  the 
world  may  dure, 


Why  that  she  lefte  pite  so  behinde  ?  55 
It  was,  y-wis,  a  greet  defante  in  kinde. 

Yit  is  al  this  no  lak  to  hir,  pardee. 
But  god  or  nature  sore  wolde  I  blame ; 
For,  though  she  shewe  no  pite  unto  me, 
Sithen  that  she  doth  othere  men  the  same, 
I  ne  oughte  to  despyse  my  ladies  game;  61 
It  ishir  pley  to  lau^^ien  whan  men  syketh, 
And  I  assente,  al  that  hir  list  and  lyketh  I 

Yit  wolde  I,  as  I  dar,  with  sorweful  herte 
Biseche  un-to  your  meke  womanhede  6$ 
That  I  now  dorste  my  shaxpe  sorwes 

smerte 
Shewe  by  worde,  that  ye  wolde  ones  rede 
The  pleynte  of  me,  the  which  fhl  sore 

drede 
That  I  have  leid  here,  through  myn  un< 

oonnlnge. 
In  any  worde  to  your  displesinge.  70 

Lothest  of  anything  that  ever  was  loth 
Were  me,  as  wisly  god  my  soule  save  1 
To  seyn  a  thing  through  which  ye  might 

be  wroth; 
And,  to  that  day  that  I  be  leyd  in  grave, 
A  trewer  servannt  shulle  ye  never  have ; 
And,  though  that  I  on  yow  have  pleyned 

here,  76 

Forgiveth  it  me,  myn  owne  lady  dere  I 

Ever  have  I  been,  and  shal,  how-so  I 

wende, 
Outher  to  live  or  dye,  your  humble  trewe ; 
Ye  been  to  me  my  ginning  and  myn  ende, 
Sonne  of  the  sterre  bright  and  dere  of 

hew9,  81 

Alwey  in  oon  to  love  yow  Areshly  newe. 
By  god  and  by  my  trouthe,  is  myn  entente; 
To  live  or  dye,  I  wol  it  never  repente  I 

This  oompleynt  on  seint  Yalentynes  day. 
Whan  eveiy  foul  [ther]  chesen  shal  his 

make,  86 

To  hir,  whos  I  am  hool,  and  shal  alwey, 
This  woftil  song  and  this  oompleynt  I 

make, 
That  never  yit  wolde  me  to  mercy  take ; 
And  yit  wol  I  [for]  evermore  her  serve  90 
And  love  hir  best,  although  she  do  me 

sterve. 


ExplicU. 
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XXin.  A  BALADE  OP  COMPLEYNT. 

[TMa  it  added  a§  being  a  good  example  of  a  Oompl^ynt  in  GhAnoer*!  Jtyltf.] 


CoMFLsm  ne  ooade,  ne  might  myn  herte 

never 
My  peynM  halve,  ne  what  torment  I  have, 
Though  tiiat  I  fholde  in  yonr  presence 

ben  ever, 
My  hertes  lady,  as  wialy  he  me  fave 
That  bonntee  made,  and  bentee  list  to 

grave  5 

In  yonr  persone,  and  bad  hem  bothe  infere 
Ever  t*awayte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

As  wisly  he  gye  alle  my  joyet  here 
As  I  am  yonres,  and  to  yow  sad  and  tfewe, 
And  ye,  my  lyf  and  cause  of  my  good 
cheTBi  10 


And  deeth  also,  whan  ye  my  peynes  newe, 
My  worldes  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve  and 

sewe, 
My  heven  hool,  and  al  my  sofflsannce, 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesannce. 

Besoching  yow  in  my  most  hnmble  wyse 
T*accepte  in  worth  this  litel  povre  dyte,  16 
And  for  my  troathe  my  service  nat  de- 

spyse, 
Myn  observannce  eek  have  nat  in  desp3rte, 
Ke  yit  to  long  to  sofRpen  in  this  plyte ; 
I  yaw  beseohe,  myn  hertes  lady,  here,  )o 
Sith  I  yow  serve,  and  so  wil  yeer  by 

yere. 


XXIV.    WOMANLY  NOBLESSE. 

\Thie  genuine  poem  wa$  Jlrtt  printed  in  Jime,  1894.] 


Balada  tliat  Ctaaveieff  mada. 

So  hath  my  hertecanghtin  r^membrannoe 
Your  beanti  hool,  and  stedfSMt  govem- 


Yoor  vertnes  all^  and  yonr  hy  noblean. 

That  yoa  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesannce ; 

So  wel  me  lykth  your  womanly  oonten- 

annoe,  5 

Yonr  firasshe  fetnres  and  yonr  com- 

line«e, 
That,  whyl  I  live,  my   herte  to  his 
maistresse. 
Yon  hath  fdl  chose,  in  trewpen^verannoe, 
Never  to  channge,  for  no  maner  dis- 


And    sith    I   [yoa]    shal    do    this    ob- 
servannce  10 

Al  my  lyf,  withoaten  displesannoe, 

Yon  for  to  serve  with  al  my  besinesse, 
[Taketh  me,  lady,  in  yonr  obeisannoe] 
And  have  me  somwhat  in  yonr  sonven- 
annce. 
Mywoftdhertesnflrethgreetdnresse;  15 
And  [loke]  how  hnmbl[el]y,  with   al 
simplowoi 


My  wil  I  c6nforme  to  yonr  ordenannce, 
As  yoa  best  list,  my  peynes  f  to  redressa 

Ck>naidring  eek  how  I  hange  in  balannce 
In    yonr   servyo^;    swich,    lot    is    my 
channoe,  ao 

Abyding  gnuie,  whan  that  yoxxx  gentil< 
nesse 
Of  my  gret  wo  list  doon  aUegeaonoe, 
And  with  yonr  pitd  me  som  wyse  avaonoe, 
In  All  rebating  of  my  hevinesse ; 
And  think  f  res6an,  that  wommanly 
noblowo  2S 

Shnld  nat  de^yre  ffor  to  doon  ontranoe 
Ther-asshe  find^noon  nnboxnmnesse. 

Lemroya. 

Anotonr  of  nortnre,  lady  of  plesannce, 

Soveralne  of  beant^  floor  of  womman- 

hede. 

Take  ye  non  hede  unto  myn  ignorannoe,  30 

But  this  receyveth  of  yonr  goodlihede, 

Thinking   that   I  have   canght  in   re- 

membraonce 
Yonr  beant^  hool,  yonr  stedflcMit  govern- 
annce. 
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MxTBx  I.    Carmina  qui  quondam  ttudio 
/hrente  peregi, 

Ajulam  !  I,  weping,  am  oonstreined  to 
biginnen  vera  of  sorowfVil  matere,  that 
whylom  in  florisohing^  studie  made  delit- 
able  ditees.  For  lo !  rendinge  Moses  of 
5  poetes  endyten  to  me  thinges  to  be 
writen  ;  and  drery  vers  of  wrecchednesse 
weten  my  £fioe  -with  verray  teres.  At 
the  leeste,  no  drede  ne  mighte  over- 
oomen  tho  Moses,  that  they  ne  weren 

lo  felawes,  and  folweden  my  wey,  that  is 
to  seyn^  whan  I  toas  exyled^  they  that 
weren  glorie  of  my  yoothe,  whylom  wele- 
All  and  grene,  comforten  now  the  sorow- 
fdl  werdes  of  me,  olde  man.    For  elde 

15  is  comen  onwarly  opon  me,  hasted  by 
the  harmes  that  I  have,  and  sorow  hath 
oomaonded  his  age  to  be  in  me.  Heres 
hore  ben  shad  overt3^meliohe  opon  myn 
heved,  and  the  slake  skin  trembleth  opon 

ao  myn  empted  body.  Thilke  deeth  of  men 
is  welefdl  that  ne  cometh  not  in  yeres 
that  ben  swete,  bot  oometh  to  wrecohes, 
often  y-deped.  Alias !  alias !  with  how 
deef  an  ere  deeth,  oroel,  tometh  awey 

as  fro  wreoches,  and  naiteth  to  olosen 
wepinge  eyen !  Whyl  Fortone,  onfeith- 
fol,  fkyorede  n^e  with  lighte  goodes,  the 
sorowAil  hoore,  that  is  to  seyn^  the  deett^, 
hadde  almost  dreynt  myn  heved.    Bot 

30  now,  for  Fortone  oloody  hath  ohaongod 


hir  deoeyvable  ohere  to  me-ward,  myn 
onpitoos  lyf  draweth  a-long  onagreable 
dwellinges  in  me,  O  ye,  my  ftrendes,  what 
or  whertoavaontede  ye  me  to  ben  welefVU? 
for  he  that  hath  Mien  stood  nat  in  35 
stedefast  degree. 

Fsota  L    Bee  dmn  mecum  iacUus  ipse 
reputarcm, 

Whyle  that  I  stille  recordede  thise 
thinges  with  my-self,  and  markede  my 
weeply  compleynte  with  office  of  pointel, 
I  saw,  stondlnge  aboTen  the  heighte  of 
myn  heved,  a  woman  of  Ail  greet  re-  5 
Terence  by  semblaont,  hir  eyen  bren- 
ninge  and  cleer-seinge  over  the  comone 
might  of  men  ;  with  a  lyfly  ooloor,  and 
with  swioh  vigoor  and  strengthe  that  it 
ne  mighte  nat  ben  empted;  al  were  it  10 
80  that  she  was  Ail  of  so  greet  age,  that 
men  ne  wolde  nat  trowen,  in  no  manere, 
that  she  were  of  oore  elde.  The  statore 
of  hir  was  of  a  dootoos  jogement ;  for 
som-tyme  she  constreinede  and  shronk  15 
hir-selven  lyk  to  the  oomone  mesore  of 
men,  and  som-tyme  it  semede  that  she 
tooohede  the  hevene  with  the  heighte  of 
hir  heved ;  and  whan  she  heef  hir  heved 
hyer,  she  percede  the  selve  hevene,  so  ao 
that  the  sighte  of  men  looking  was  in 
ydeL  Hir  clothes  weren  maked  of  right 
delye  thredes  and  sobtil  oraffce,  of  per- 
dorable  matere ;  the  whiohe  clothes  she 
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>5  hadde  woven  with  hir  owene  hondei,  as 
I  knew  wel  after  by  hir-oelf,  deolaringe 
and  shewinge  to  me  the  beantee ;  the 
whiohe  clothes  a  derknesse  of  a  fbrleten 
and  diq;>78ed  elde  hadde   dnsked   and 

90  derkedf  as  it  is  wont  to  derken  bi- 
smokede  imagesL  In  the  nethereste 
hem  or  bordnre  of  thise  clothes  men 
redden,  jr-woven  in,  a  Gb^kissh  P,  that 
$igtt{/^6tk  the  ly/Aetif;  and  aboven  that 

35  lettre,  in  the  heyeete  bordnre,  a  (Hekinh 
T,  that  tigniA^  ths  lyf  Cont^mpUUif, 
And  bi*twizen  these  two  lettres  ther 
weren  Boyn.  degrees,  nobly  y-wroght  in 
manere  of  laddres ;  by  whiohe  degrees 

40  men  mighten  olimben  fro  the  nethereste 
lettre  to  the  nppereste.  Katheles,  handes 
of  some  men  hadde  oorren  that  cloth 
by  violence  and  by  strengthe;  and 
•reriohe  man  of  hem  hadde  bom  awey 

45  swiche  peoes  as  he  mighte  geten.  And 
forsothe,  this  forseide  woman  bar  smala 
bokes  in  hir  right  hand,  and  in  hir  left 
hand  she  bar  a  oeptre.  And  whan  she 
say  thise  poetical  Mnsesaprochen  aboate 

50  my  bed,  and  endytinge  wordes  to  my 
wepinges,  she  was  a  litel  amoved,  and 
glowede  with  emel  eyen.  *  Who,'  qnod 
she,  *  hath  soffred  Biprodhtm.  to  this  syke 
man  thise  c<nnnne  strompetes  of  swioh 

55  a  place  that  men  depen  the  theatre  f 
The  whiohe  nat  only  ne  asswagen  nat 
hise  sorwes  with  none  remedies,  bnt  they 
wolden  feden  and  norisshen  hem  with 
swete  venim.     Forsothe,  thise  ben  tho 

60  that  with  thomes  and  prikkinges  of 
talents  or  aifeecionns,  whiche  that  ne 
ben  no-thing  frnotefyinge  nor  profitable  j) 
destrc^yen  the  com  plentevons  of  firoites 
of  resonn ;  for  they  holden  the  hertes 

65  of  men  in  nsage,  bat  th^  ne  delivere 
nat  folk  firo  maladye.  Bnt  if  ye  Moses 
hadden  withdiawen  fro  me,  with  yonr 
flateryes,  any  nncmminge  and  nnproflt- 
able  man,  as  men  ben  wont  to  flnde 

70  oomnnly  amonges  the  poeple,  I  wolde 
wene  wattn  the  lasse  grevonsly ;  fn>why, 
in  swiche  an  unprofitable  man,  myn 
ententes  ne  weren  no-thing  endamaged. 
Bnt  ye  withdrawen  ffirom  me  this  man, 

75  that  hath  be  norisshed  in  the  stndies  or 


sooles  of  Bleaticis  and  of  Achademiois  in 
Qrtce,  Bnt  goth  now  rather  awey,  ye 
mermaidenes,  whiohe  that  ben  swete  til 
it  be  at  the  laste,  and  snifireth  this  man 
to  be  onred  and  heled  by  myne  Muses,*  80 
thai  it  to  Myn,  by  ncti^  $dmee$.  And 
thns  this  companye  of  Mnses  y-Uamed 
oasten  wroihly  the  chore  donnward  to 
the  erthe;  and,  shewinge  by  reednesse 
hir  shame,  th^  passeden  sorowfVilly  the  85 
threshfold.  And  I,  of  whom  the  sigb  te, 
plonnged  in  teres,  was  derked  so  that 
I  ne  mighte  not  knowen  what  that 
womman  was,  of  so  imperial  anctoritee, 
Iwexalabais8hedandaBtoned,andoa8te  9^ 
my  sights  donn  to  the  erthe,  and  bigan 
stille  for  to  abyde  what  she  wolde  don 
afterward.  Tho  com  she  ner,  and  sette 
hir  donn  up-on  the  nttereste  comer  of 
my  bed ;  and  she,  biholdinge  my  chore,  95 
that  was  cast  to  the  erthe,  hevy  and 
grevous  of  wepinge,  compleinede,  with 
thise  wordes  that  I  shal  seyen,  the  per- 
torbaoioon  of  my  thought 

Mnsan.    Beu  quam  ptBC^ptU  mtrta 

*  Alias  t  how  the  thought  of  man,  dreint 
in  over-throwinge  deepnease,  dnlleth,  and 
forleteth  his  propre  cleemesse,  mintinge 
to  goon  in-to  foreine  derknesses,  as  ofte 
as  his  anoyons  bisinesse  wezeth  with-  5 
onto  mesnre,  that  is  driven  to  and  firo 
with  worldly  windes  I  This  man,  that 
whylom  was  free,  to  whom  the  hevene 
was  ofien  and  knowen,  and  was  wont 
to  goon  in  heveneliche  pathes,  and  saogh  10 
the  lightnesse  of  the  rede  sonne,  and 
sangh  the  sterres  of  the  oolde  mono,  and 
whiche  sterre  in  hevene  nseth  wandering 
reooozses,  y-flit  by  dyverse  speres-^this 
man,  overoomer,  hadde  comprehended  15 
al  this  by  nonmtoe  ofaeomttkige  im  a$tr(h 
nomye.  And  over  this,  he  was  wont  to 
seken  the  causes  whennes  the  sooning 
windes  moeven  and  bisien  the  smothe 
water  of  the  see ;  and  what  spirit  tOTneth  io 
the  stable  hevene ;  and  why  the  sterre 
aryseth  ont  of  the  rede  eest,  to  fidlen  in 
the  westrene  wawes ;  and  what  atempreth 


V  a 
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the   lusty  honres  of  the   fiivte  0amer 

35  sesoon,  that  highteth  and  apparaileth 

the  erthe  with  rosene  flowres ;  and  -who 

maketh  that  pldnteYonBO  antompne,  in 

ftdle  yeroB,  fleteth   with   hevy   grapes; 

And  eek  this  man  was  wont  to  telle  the 

30  dyyerse   causes   of  natnre   that  weren 

y-hidde.    Alias !  now  lyeth  he  empted  of 

light  of  his  thought ;  and  his  nekke  is 

pressed  with  hevy  oheynes ;  and  hereth 

his  chere  endyned  adonn  for  the  grete 

35  weighte,  and  is  constreined  to  looken  on 

the  fool  erthe  I 


Pbobx  n.    Set  medidnej  inquU,  tempus 

But  tyme  is  now,*  quod  she,  *  of  medi- 
cine more  than  of  oompleinte.'  Forsothe 
than  she,  entendinge  to  me-ward  with 
alle  the  lookinge  of  hir  eyen^  seide  .* — '  Art 
5  nat  thou  he,'  quod  she,  *  that  whylom 
y-norisshed  with  my  milk,  and  fostered 
with  myne  metes,  were  escaped  and 
comen  tooorageof  aparfltman?  Certes, 
I  yaf  thee  swlche  armures  that,  yif  thou 

10  thy-self  ne  haddest  first  cast  hem  a-wey, 
they  shulden  han  defended  thee  in  siker- 
nesse  that  may  nat  hen  orer-comen. 
Knowest  thou  me  nat  ?  Why  art  thou 
stille?    Isitforshameorforastoninge? 

15  It  were  me  lerer  that  it  were  fbr  shame ; 
but  it  semeth  me  that  astoninge  hath 
oppressed  thee.'  And  whan  she  say  me 
nat  only  stille,  but  with-outen  office  of 
tunge  and  al  doumb,  she  leida  hir  hand 

30  Boftely  upon  my  brest,  and  seide :  *  Here 
nis  no  peril,' quod  she ;  *  he  is  fiJlen  into 
a  litargie,  -^diidhe  that  is  a  comune 
qrkenes  to  hertes  that  ben  deoeiyed.  He 
hath  a  litel  foiyeten  him-self,  but  certes 

95  he  shal  lightly  remembren  him-sel^  yif 
so  be  that  he  hath  knowen  me  or  now ; 
and  that  he  may  so  don,  I  wil  wypen 
a  litel  his  eyen,  that  ben  derked  by  the 
doude  of  mortal  thinges. '    Thise  wordes 

30  seide  she,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  ga3> 
ment,  y-plyted  in  a  firounoe,  she  dryede 
myn  eyen,  that  weren  ftille  of  the  wawes 
ofmy  wepinges. 


Mktbe  m.     Tunc  me  discusta  Uqueruni 
ftocte  tenebre. 

Thus,  whan  that  night  was  discussed 
and  chased  a-wey,  derknesses  forleffcen 
me,  and  to  myn  eyen  repeirede  ayein  hir 
firvbe  strengths  And,  right  by  ensaumple 
as  the  Sonne  is  hid  whan  the  sterres  ben  5 
dustred  (thai  is  to  myn,  vhan  tUrre$  ben 
covered  vHth  cloudse)  by  a  swiffce  winde 
that  highte  CSiorus,  and  that  the  firma- 
ment stant  derked  by  wete  ploungy 
doudes,  and  that  the  sterres  nat  apperen  10 
up-on  hevene,  so  that  the  night  semeth 
sprad  up-on  erthe :  yif  thanne  the  wind 
that  highte  Borias,  y-sent  out  of  the  caves 
of  the  contree  of  Trace,  beteth  this  xiight 
(that  is  to  seyn,  ehamth  it  <Moey\  and  15 
desoovereth  the  dosed  day :  than  shyneth 
Fhebus  y-shaken  with  sodein  light,  and 
smyteth  with  his  hemes  in  mervelinge 
eyen. 

Pboss  m.    Haud  aUter  triiticie  nebuli* 
diSKiutii, 

Bight  so,  and  non  other  wyse,  the 
dondes  of  sorwe  dissolved  and  don  a-wey, 
I  took  hevene,  «nd  receivede  minde  to 
knowen  the  Cemm  of  my  fysiden ;  so  that 
I  sette  myn  eyen  on  hir,  and  fiEtstnede  my  5 
lookinge.  I  beholde  my  noriee  Fhilo- 
sophie,  in  whos  houses  I  hadde  conversed 
and  haunted  fro  my  youthe ;  and  I  seide 
thus.  ^  O  thou  maistaresse  of  alle  vertues, 
descended  from  the  soverein  sete,  why  xo 
artow  comen  in-to  this  solitarie  place  of 
myn  ezil?  Artow  comen  for  thou  art 
maked  ooupable  with  me  of  false  blames  ? ' 

JPWl.    *  O,'  quod  she,  •  my  norry,  sholde 
I  forsaken  thee  now,  and  sholde  I  nat  15 
parten  with  thee,  by  comune  travaile,  the 
charge  that  thou  hast  suffired  for  envie  of 
my  name  ?   Gertes,  it  nere  not  leveAil  ne 
sittinge  thing  to  Fhilosophie,  to  leten 
with-outen  oompanjre  the  wey  of  him  tliat  20 
is  innocent.   Sholde  I  thanne  redoute  my 
blame,  and  agrysen  as  though  ther  were 
bifkllen  a  newe  thing?  quoH  diceret,  non. 
For  trowestow  that  Fhilosophie  be  now 
alderfirst  assailed  in  perils  by  folk  of  35 
wikkede  maneres?    Have  I  nat  striven 
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'wUlx  fU  greet  strjrf,  in  olde  tyme,  bifore 
thaage  of  my  P]*to,ajreinefl  the  foolhardi- 
neeee  of  folye?   And  eek,  the  Mone  FUto 

aolivinge,  his  nuuster  Soorates  deeexrede 
victoria  of  unrightfnl  deeth  in  my  pre- 
sence. The  heritage  of  which  Soorateft— 
the  heritage  i$  to  $tyn  the  doctrine  of  the 
whieheSocrateeinMiopiHiotmc^fFaioUee, 

35  thai  I  cUpe  to^kAilfMiM— whan  that  the 
poeple  of  Spicnziena  and  Stoiciens  and 
many  othre  enf oroeden  hem  to  go  raviaihe 
eyerich  man  for  hit  part— <^a<  if  to  •tyn, 
that  everieh  of  ham  wolde  drawm  to  the 

40  dufcnee  of  hie  ophtioun  the  toordee  of 
Soerate^—ihey,  as  in  partie  of  hir  preye, 
to-drowen  me,  oiyinge  and  dehatinge 
ther-ayeins,  and  oomren  and  to-renten  my 
dothes  that  I  hadde  woven  with  myn 

45  handes ;  and  with  tho  cloutes  that  they 
hadden  araoed  out  of  my  clothes  they 
wenten  awey,  weninge  that  I  hadde  gon 
with  hem  evecydel.  In  whiche  Spi- 
atriem  and  Stoicien$y  for  as  mooheas  ther 

SO  semede  some  traces  or  steppes  of  myn 
habite,  the  folye  of  men,  weninge  tho  Bpi- 
euriena  amd  Stoidem  my  funnleres,  per- 
verted («e.  panequemdo)  some  throngli  the 
eixonr  of  the  wikkede   or  nnonnninge 

55  moltitade  of  hem.    TMe  is  to  eeyn  that^ 

Jbr  they  eemede  philoeophreif  they  weren 

p%ar9ued  to  the  deeth  amd  elayn,  Sojofthon 

hast  nat  knowen  the  ezilinge  of  Anaxo- 

\^     tparey  ne  the  enpoysoninge  of  Socrates,  ne 

60  the  toorments  of  Zeno,  for  they  weren 

straongeres :  yit  mightestow  han  knowen 

lUw..  the  Beneocidls  and  the  Oanios  and  the 

fSoranos,  of  whiche  folk  the  renoon  is 

neither  oveivolde  ne  nnsolempne.    The 

6s  whiche  men,  no-thing  elles  ne  brooghte 
hem  to  the  deeth  but  only  for  they  weren 
enfonrmed  of  myne  maneres,  and  seme- 
den  most  tmlyke  to  the  stndies  of  wik- 
kede folk.    And  forthy  thou  onghtest  nat 

90  to  wondren  though  that  I,  in  the  bittre 
see  of  this  lyf,  be  fordriven  with  tem- 
pestes  blowings  aboate,  in  the  whiche 
tempestes  this  is  my  most  porpos,  that  ie 
to  jsyn,  to  displesen  to  wikkede  men.    Of 

75  whiche  direwes,  al  be  the  oet  never  so 
greet,  it  is  to  dispyse ;  for  it  nis  governed 
with  no  leder  of  resoun,  but  it  is  ravisshed 


only  by  fletinge  erroor  f<^ly  and  lightly. 
And  if  th^y  som-tyme,  makinge  an  ost 
ayeins  us,  assaile  ns  as  strenger,  oar  leder  80 
draweth  to-gidere  hise  richesses  in-to  his 
tour,  and  they  ben  ententif  abonte  sar- 
polers  or  sachels  unprofitable  for  to  taken. 
But  we  that  ben  heye  aboven,  siker  fW> 
alle  tomnlte  and  wode  noise,  wamestored  85 
and  enclosed  in  swich  a  palis,  whider  as 
that  chateringe  or  anoyinge  folye  ne  may 
nat  atayne,  we  scome  swiche  ravineres 
and  henteres  of  fooleste  thinges. 

MvrBnlY.  (^iequie  eompoeito  eeremieeuo, 
Who-so  it  be  that  is  deer  of  vertn,  sad, 
and  wel  ordinat  of  Uvinge,  that  hath  put 
under  foot  the  proude  werdes  and  looketh 
upright  np-on  either  fortune,  he  may 
holde  his  ohere  undisoomfited.  The  rage  5 
ne  the  manaces  of  the  see,  oommoevinge 
or  chasinge  upward  hete  fro  the  botme, 
ne  shal  not  moeve  that  man;  ne  the 
unstable  moontaigne  that  highte  Y esevus, 
that  wx3rtheth  out  through  his  brokene  10 
chiminees  smokinge  i^res.  Ne  the  wey 
of  fthonder-l«yt,  that  is  wont  to  smyten 
heye  toures,  ne  shal  nat  moeve  that  man. 
Wher-to  thanne,  o  wreoches,  drede  ye 
tirauntes  that  ben  wode  and  felonous  15 
with-oute  any  strengthe?  Hope  after 
no-thing,  ne  drede  nat ;  and  so  shaltow 
desarmen  the  ire  of  thilke  unmighty 
tiraunt.  But  who^o  that,  quakinge, 
dredeth  or  desizeth  thing  that  nis  nat  ^ 
stable  of  his  right,  that  man  that  so  doth 
hath  cast  awey  his  sheld  and  is  remoeved 
fro  his  place,  and  enlaceth  him  in  the 
chesme  with  the  which  he  may  ben 
drawen.  «5 

Pbosx  IV.  Sentiene^  inquit^  hec 
Felestow,'  quod  she,  ^thise  thinges, 
and  entren  they  aoght  in  thy  corago? 
Artow  lyke  an  asse  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wepestow,  why  spillestow  teres?  Yif 
thou  abydest  after  help  of  thy  leche,  thee  5 
bihoveth  discovers  thy  wounds.'  Tho 
I,  that  hadde  gadered  strengthe  in  my 
ooxage,  answerede  and  seide:  *And 
nedsth  it  jity*  quod  I,  *  of  rehersznge  or 
of  amonioloun;    and   sheweth   it   nut  ij 
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y.nong^h  hy  him-self  the  sharpnesse  of 
Fortune,  that  wexeth  wood  ayeixui  me? 
Ne  moeveth  it  nat  thee  to  seen  the  fEtce 
or  the  manere  of  this  place  (<.  prisoun)? 
15  Is  this  the  lihrarie  whiohe  that  thou 
haddeet  chosen  for  a  right  oertein  sete  to 
thee  in  mynhons,  ther*as  thoudespntedest 
ofte  with  me  of  the  sciences  of  thinges 
touchinge  divinitee  and  toachinge  man- 
so  kinde  ?  Was  thanne  myn  habite  swioh 
as  it  is  now  ?  Was  than  my  taae  or  my 
chore  Bwiche  as  now  {quoH  diceretf  non), 
whan  I  songhte  with  thee  secrets  of 
nature,  whan  thoa  enformedest  my  ma- 
ss neres  and  the  resonn  of  alle  my  lyf  to  the 
ensanmple  of  the  ordre  of  hevene  ?  Is  nat 
this  the  g^erdonn  that  I  referre  to  thee, 
to  whom  I  have  be  obeisannt?  Certes, 
thou  oonfermedest,  by  the  month  of  ^to, 
y>  thia  sentence,  that  U  to  Myn,  thatcomune 
thinges  or  oomnnalitees  weren  blisftil,  yif 
they  that  hadden  studied  al  ftiUy  to  wis- 
dom govemeden  thiike  thinges,  or  elles 
yif  it  so  bifille  that  the  govemonres  of 
35  oomnnalitees  stadieden  to  geten  wisdom. 
Thon  seidest  eek,  l^  the  mouth  of  the 
same  Flato,  that  it  was  a  necessarie 
cause,  wyse  men  to  taken  and  desire  the 
govemaunoe  of  comune  thinges,  for  that 
40  the  govemements  of  oitees,  y-lefb  in  the 
handes  of  felonous  tormentours  citizenes, 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  in  pestilence  and 
destrucoiotm  to  gode  folk.  And  therfor 
I,  folwinge  thiike  auotoritee  («c.  PZotonia), 
45  desired  to  putten  forth  in  ezecucioun  and 
in  acte  of  comune  administracioun  thiike 
thinges  that  I  hadde  lemed  of  thee  among 
my  secree  resting-whyles.  Thou,  and  god 
that  putte  thee  in  the  thoughtes  of  wyse 
50  folk,  ben  knowinge  with  me,  that  no- 
thing ne  broughte  me  to  maistrie  or 
dignitee,  but  the  comune  studie  of  alle 
goodnesse.  And  ther-of  oomth  it  that 
bi-twixen  wikked  folk  and  me  han  ben 
55  gpreyoufl  discordes,  that  ne  mighten  ben 
relesedbypreyeres;  for  this  libertee  hath 
the  freedom  ofconsoience,  that  the  wratthe 
of  more  mighty  folk  hath  alwey  ben  de- 
spjmed  of  mo  for  savacioun  of  right.  How 
60  ofte  have  I  resisted  and  withstonde  thiike 
man  that  highte  Conigaste,  that  made 


alwey  assautes  ay eins  the  prospre  fortunes 
of  pore  feble  folk?  How  ofte  eek  have 
I  put  of  or  cast  out  him,  TrlgwiUei  pi^ 
vest  of  the  kinges  hous,  bothe  of  the  65 
wronges  that  he  hadde  bigunne  to  don, 
and  eek  fWly  performed  ?  How  ofle  have 
I  covered  and  defended  by  the  auctoritee 
of  me,  put  ayeins  perils— <fta<  is  to  sef^, 
put  myn  atictorites  in  peril  /or— the  70 
wrecched  pore  folk,  that  the  covetyse  of 
straungeres  unpunished  tourmenteden 
alwey  with  miseyses  and  grevaunoes  out 
of  noumbre  ?  Never  man  ne  drow  me  yit 
fro  right  to  wronge.  Whan  I  say  the  75 
fortunes  and  the  richesses  of  the  poeple 
of  the  provinces  ben  harmed  or  amenused, 
outher  by  privee  ravynes  or  hy  comune 
tributes  or  cariages,  as  sory  was  I  as  they 

that   suffireden   the    harm. Glossa.  80 

Whan  that  Theodoric^  the  king  of  Gothea, 
in  a  dere  yere^  hadde  hise  gemerea  JUl  of 
com^  andcomaundedethatnomanneaholde 
byen  no  com  tU  his  com  teere  sold,  and  that 
at  a  grevoue  dereprya^  Boeee  withatoodtJuU  85 
ordinaunce^  and  over-corn  «,  knowinge  al 

thia  the  king  hhthaOf. ^Textus.  Whan 

it  was  in  the  soure  hungry  tyme,  ther 
was  establisshed  or  oiyed  grevous  and 
inplitable  ooempcioun,  that  men  sayen  90 
wel  it  sholde  greetly  turmenten  and  en- 
damagen  al  the  province  of  Gampaigne, 
I  took  Bbryf  ayeins  the  provost  of  the 
pretorie  for  comune  profit.  And,  the  king 
knowinge  of  it,  I  overcom  it,  so  that  the  95 
coempcioxm  ne  was  not  axed  ne   took 

effect. [Glossa.]  fCoempdouny  that  ia  to 

aeyny  comune  achat  or  bying  to-^idere^  thai 
foere  eatabUaahed  up-^m  thapoeple  by  awiche 
a  manere  impoaiciouny  aa  who-ao  boughte  100 
a  husaTiel  com,  lie  moate  yeve  iAe  king  the 

fijU  parU [Textus.]  PauUn,  a  coun- 

seiller  of  Bome,  the  richesses  of  the 
whiche  Faulin  the  houndes  of  the  palays, 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  the  officerta,  wolden  han  105 
devoured  by  hope  and  covetise,  yit  drow 
I  him  out  of  the  jowes  (sc  foMdOma)  of  hem 
that  gapeden.  And  for  as  moche  as  the 
peyne  of  the  acousaoioun  fj^juged  bifom  ne 
sholde  nat  sodeinly  henten  ne  punisshen  no 
wrongftdly  Albin,  a  oounseiller  of  Borne, 
I  putte  me  ayeins  the  hates  and  indig- 
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naoioniMiofiheaoeuiorOipTian.  Ititnat 
thaiine  y-nongh  y-ieyn,  that  I  have  pur- 

115  ohaaed  grete  disoordee  tjyeixiB  mywMlf  ? 
Bat  I  onghte  be  the  more  aMured  ayeinfl 
alle  othre  folk  (a  SamaytuX  that  for  the 
love  of  rightwisneese  I  ne  reeerved  never 
no-thing  to  my-eelf  to  hemward  of  the 

lao  kingee  halle,  tc  QSkm%  by  the  whiohe 
I  were  the  more  siker.  But  thomgh  tho 
same  aoonsorB  aoonsinge,  I  am  oon- 
dempned.  Of  the  nonmbir  of  the  whiche 
aoonsors  oon  Baailing,  that  whylom  was 

1^5  chased  out  of  the  kinges  aervice,  if  now 
oomi>elled  in  aoonainge  of  my  name,  for 
nede  of  foreine  moneye.  Also  Opilion  and 
Gaadencina  han  acoaaed  me,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  justice   regal   hadde   whylom 

130  demed  hem  bothe  to  go  in-to  exil  ion  hir 
trecheryee  and  firaudee  withoute  noumbir. 
To  whiohe  jugement  they  nolden  nat 
obeye,  but  defendeden  hem  by  the  siker- 
neese  of  holy  houBes,  ihaJt  U  to  myn^/leddm 

135  ittto  sekiUiarie$ ;  and  whan  thia  was  aper- 
ceived  to  the  king,  he  comaundede,  that 
but  they  voidede  the  citee  of  Bavenne  by 
oertein  day  assigned,  that  men  sholde 
merken  hem  on  the  forheved  with  an  hoot 

140  yren  and  chasen  hem  out  of  the  toune. 
Now  what  thing,  semeth  thee,  mighte  ben 
lykned  to  this  orneltee  ?  For  oertes,  thilke 
same  day  was  received  the  aoousinge  of 
my  name  by  thilke  same  aoousors.   What 

145  mayben8eidher-to?(2iiat<(Wctfr«^ft<cA<{X 
Hath  my  studie  and  my  cunninge  de- 
served thus ;  or  elles  the  forseide  damp- 
naoioun  of  me,  made  that  hem  rightftil 
aocusors  or  no  ?  (qwui  diceret,  non).    Was 

150  not  Fortune  ashamed  of  this?  Certes,  al 
hadde  nat  Fortune  ben  ashamed  that 
innocence  was  accused,  3dt  onghte  she 
han  had  shame  of  the  filthe  of  myne 
accusours. 

155  But,  axestow  in  somme,  of  what  gilt 
I  am  accused,  men  se3m  that  I  wolde  save 
the  companye  of  the  senatours.  And 
desirest  thou  to  heren  in  what  manere  ? 
I  am  accused  that  I  sholde  han   des- 

160  tourbed  the  accuser  to  beren  lettres,  by 
whiche  he  sholde  han  maked  the  sena- 
toures  gilty  ayeins  the  kinges  real  ma- 
jestee,    O  maistressci  what  demestow  of 


this?  Shall  forsake  this  Uame,  that  I  na 
be  no  shame  to  thee  ?  {quad  dieBrtiy  fion).  i^ 
Certes,  I  have  wold  it,  that  i9  to  ssyn,  Os 
mtvadoum  of  the  mnaiy  ne  I  shal  never 
leten  to  wilne  it,  and  that  I  oonfesse  and 
am  aknowe;  but  the  entente  of  the 
aocusor  to  be  destourbed  shal  oese.  For  170 
shal  I  dope  it  thanne  a  fehmie  or  a  sinna 
that  I  have  desired  the  savaoioun  of  the 
ordre  of  the  senat?  {qitati  dkeret,  dubUo 
qwd).  And  certes  yit  hadde  thilke  same 
senat  don  by  me,  thorugh  hir  deorets  and  i75 
hir  jugements,  as  though  it  ware  a  sinna 
or  a  felonie;  that  is  to  myn,  to  wOme  the 
eavadoun  of  Asm  (sc  SMottis).  But  folye, 
that  lyeth  alw^  to  him-self,  may  not 
chaunge  the  merite  of  thinges.  Ke  I  trowe  180 
nat,  l^  the  jugement  of  Socrates,  that  it 
were  levefnl  to  me  to  hyde  the  sothe» 
ne  assente  to  lesinges.  But  certes,  how 
so  ever  it  be  of  this,  I  putte  it  to  gessen  or 
preisen  to  the  jugement  of  thee  and  of  185 
wyse  folk.  Of  whiche  thing  al  the  ordi- 
naunce  and  the  sothe,  for  as  moohe  as 
folk  that  ben  to  oomen  after  our  dayes 
shullen  knowen  it,  I  have  put  it  in  scrip- 
ture and  in  remembraunoe.  For  touching  190 
the  lettres  &lsly  maked,  by  whiohe  lettres 
I  am  accused  to  han  hoped  the  fredom  of 
Bome,  what  aperteneth  me  to  spekether- 
of?  Of  whiche  lettres  the  fi»ude  hadde 
ben*  shewed  apertly,  yif  I  hadde  had  195 
libertee  for  to  han  used  and  been  at  the 
confessioun  of  myne  accusours,  the 
whiohe  thing  in  alle  nodes  hath  greet 
strengthe.  For  what  other  firedom  may 
men  hopen?  Oertes,  I  wolde  that  som  aof> 
other  fredom  mighte  ben  hoped.  I  wolde 
thanne  han  answered  by  the  wordes 
of  a  man  that  highte  Canius ;  for  whan 
he  was  accused  l^  Gkuus  Cesar,  Qer- 
meynes  sone,  that  he  (Canity)  was  know-  205 
inge  and  oonsentinge  <»f  a  coxg'uracioun 
y-maked  ayeins  him  («c.  Gaiu6\  this 
Canius  answerede  thus :  "  Yif  I  hadde 
wist  it,  thou  haddest  nat  wist  it."  In 
which  thing  sorwe  hath  nat  so  dulled  my  310 
wit,  that  I  pleyne  only  that  shrewede  folk 
aparailen  felonies  ayeins  vertu;  but  I 
wondre  greetly  how  that  they  may  per- 
forme  thinges  that  they  hadde  hoped  for  tc 
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^15  dOQ.  Eor-why,  to  ^vdlno  shrewednesse, 
that  oomth  x)eraTentiire  of  oure  defaute ; 
bat  it  is  Ijk  a  monstre  and  a  mervaille, 
how  that,  in  the  present  sighte  of  god, 
may  ben  acheved  and  perfonned  swiohe 

iso  thinges  as  every  f elonons  man  hath  con- 
ceived in  his  thought  ayeins  innocents. 
For  which  thing  oon  of  thy  famileres  nat 
nnskiMully  axed  thus:  ''Yif  god  is, 
whennes  comen  wikkede  thinges  ?    And 

02$  yif  god  ne  is,  whennes  comen  gode 
thinges?'*  But  al  hadde  it  bon  leveftd 
that  felonons  folk,  that  now  desiren  the 
blood  and  the  deeth  of  alio  gode  men  and 
eek  of  alio  the  senat,  han  wihied  to  gon 

230  deBtrcyen  me,  whom  they  han  seyen 
alwQy  batailen  and  defenden  gode  men 
and  eek  al  the  senat,  yit  had  I  nat 
desserved  of  the  faderes,  that  ia  to  aeyny  of 
thA  $enatoure$f  that  they  sholden  wihie  my 

2$s  destracoioon. 

Thou  remembrest  wel,  as  I  gesse,  that 
whan  I  wolde  doon  or  seyen  any  thing, 
thou  thyself,  alwey  present,  rewledest  me. 
At  the  city  of  Yerone,  whan  that  the 

240  king,  gpredy  of  oomtme  slaughter,  caste 
him  to  transporten  up  al  the  ordre  of  the 
senat  the  gilt  of  his  real  majestee,  of  the 

whiohe  gilt  that  Albin  was  accused,  with 

how  gret  sikemesse  of  peril  to  me  d&- 

345  fendede  I  al  the  senat !  Thou  wost  wel 
that  I  seye  sooth,  ne  I  ne  avauntede  me 
never  in  preysinge  of  my4el£  For  alwey, 
whan  any  wight  received  precious  renoun 
in  avauntinge  him-self  of  his  werkes,  he 

230  amenuseth  the  secree  of  his  conscience. 
But  now  thou  mayst  wel  seen  to  what 
ende  I  am  comen  for  myne  innocence ; 
I  receive  peyne  of  fals  felonye  for  guerdon 
of  verray  vertu.    And  what  open  con- 

255  fessioun  of  felonye  hadde  ever  juges  so 
acordaunt  in  crueltee,  that  i$  to  Mj/n,  as 
myn  accuHnge  hath,  that  either  errour  of 
mannes  wit  or  elles  condicioun  of  For- 
tune, that  is  uncertein  to  alle  mortal 

a6o  folk,  ne  submittede  some  of  hem,  that  U 
to myn^  thai U m mdyneds aomjugeto han 
pitee  or  compastiounf  For  al-thogh  I 
hadde  ben  accused  that  I  wolde  brenne 
holy  houses,  and  strangle  preestes  with 

96s  wikkede  iwerde,  ox  that  I  hadde  gxcythed 


deeth  to  al  gode  men,  algates  the  sentence 
sholde  han  punlsshed  me,  present,  con- 
fessed, or  convict.  Butnowlamremewed 
fro  the  citee  0/ Borne  almost  fyve  hundred 
thousand  pas,  I  am  with-oute  defence  270 
dampned  to  proecripcioun  and  to  the 
deeth,  for  the  studie  and  bountees  that 
I  have  doon  to  the  senat.  But  O,  wel  ben 
they  worthy  of  merite  (a«  loAo  M<i^  nay\ 
ther  mighte  never  yit  non  of  hem  be  275 
convict  of  swiche  a  blame  as  myne  is!  Of 
whiche  trespas,  myne  accusours  atnyen  ial 
wel  the  dignitee;  the  whiche  dignitee, 
for  they  wolden  derken  it  with  medeling 
of  som  felonye,  they  baren  me  on  hand,  280 
and  lyeden,  that  I  hadde  point  and  de- 
fouled  my  conscience  with  sacrilege,  for 
coveitise  of  dignitee.  And  certes,  thou  thy- 
self, that  art  plaunted  in  me,  chaoedest 
out  of  the  sege  of  my  corage  al  coveitise  of  385 
mortal  thinges ;  ne  sacrilege  hadde  no 
leve  to  han  a  place  in  me  bifom  thyne 
oyen.  For  thou  droppedeet  every  day  in 
myne  eres  and  in  my  thought  thilke 
comaundement  of  Pictagoras,  that  i$  to  2^ 
Myn,  men  shal  serve  to  godde,  and  not  to 
goddeg,  Ne  it  was  nat  convenient,  ne  no 
nedt,  to  taken  help  of  the  foulest  spirites ; 
I,  that  thou  hast  ordeined  and  set  in 
swiche  excellence  that  thou  makedest  me  295 
lyk  to  god.  And  over  this,  the  right  dene 
secree  chaumbre  of  myne  hous,  that  U  to 
eeyn,  my  wyf,  and  the  companye  of  myn 
honest  fi^endes,  and  my  wyves  fkder,  as 
wel  holy  as  worthy  to  b^  reverenced  300 
thorugh  his  owne  dedes,  defenden  me 
from  alle  suspecioun  of  swich  blame.  But 
O  malice!  For  th^  that  accusen  me 
taken  of  thee,  PhUoaophie^  feith  of  so  gret 
blame  !  For  they  trowen  that  I  have  had  305 
affinitee  to  malefice  or  enchauntement^ 
l^-cause  that  I  am  replenisshed  and 
Ailfilled  with  thy  techinges,  and  enfoimed 
ofthymaneres.  And  thus  it  suffiseth  not 
only,  that  thy  reverence  ne  availe  me  not,  310 
but-yif  that  thou,  of  thy  free  wille,  rather 
be  blemished  with  myn  offencioun.  But 
certes,  to  the  harmes  that  I  have,  ther 
bitydeth  yit  this  enorees  of  harm,  that 
the  gessinge  and  the  jugement  of  moche  315 
folk  ne  lo^un  no-thing  to  the  desertes  of 
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thingeg,  but  only  to  the  ttventnxe  of 
fortune;  and  jn^en  that  only  swiohe 
thingee  ben  purveyed  of  god,  whiohe  that 

330  temporel  weleftOnean  oonunendeth. 

Glose.  A$  thu$:  that,  yif  a  wigM  httve 
pro^perUee,  heUa  good  man  and  worthy  to 
han  that  proeperitoe;  and  who-eo  hath 
adwnlteey  he  U  a  wikked  man,  and  god 

325  hathformike  him,  and  he  it  worthy  to  han 
that  adoeraitee,    Thit  i$  the  opMoun  of 

eome  Jbtk, ^Ajid   ther-of  oomth   that 

good  gessinge,  fUst  of  alle  thing,  fonaketh 
wreoohes :  certee,  it  greveth  me  to  thinke 

330  right  now  the  dyvene  sentenoes  that  the 
poeple  seith  of  me.  And  thmi  moche 
I  seye,  that  the  laate  charge  of  oontrarjooB 
fortnne  is  this:  that,  whan  that  any 
blame  is  leyd  upon  a  oaitif,  men  wenen 

335  that  he  hath  deserved  that  he  snffireth. 
And  I,  that  am  pnt  awey  firo  gode  men, 
and  despoUed  of  dignitees,  and  defonled 
of  my  name  by  gessinge,  have  suffired 
torment  for  my  gode  dedes.    Certes,  me 

340  semeth  that  I  see  the  felonoos  covines  of 
wikked  men  habonnden  in  joye  and  in 
gladnesse.  And  I  see  that  every  lorel 
shapeth  him  to  finde  oat  newe  firandes  for 
to  aocnse  gode  folk.    And  I  see  that  gode 

345  men  beth  overthrowen  for  drede  of  my 
peril ;  and  evexy  laxorioos  toormentonr 
dar  doon  alle  felonye  nnpnnisshed  and 
ben  excited  therto  by  yiftes ;  and  inno- 
cents ne  ben  not  only  despoiled  of  siker- 

35°  nesse  bat  of  defence ;  and  therfore  me  list 
to  orsren  to  god  in  this  wyse : — 

MmsV.    OttellifeHeondUarorUs. 

O  thoa  maker  of  the  whele  that  bereth 
the  sterres,  which  that  art  y-fastned  to 
thy  perdorable  chayer,  and  tomest  the 
hevene  with  a  ravisshing  sweigh,  and 
5  oonstreinest  the  sterres  to  saffiren  thy 
lawe ;  so  that  the  mone  som-tyme  shyning 
with  hir  fdl  homes,  meting  with  alle  the 
hemes  of  the  Sonne  hir  brother,  hydeth 
the  sterres  that  ben  lesse ;  and  somtyme, 
10  whan  the  mone,  pale  with  hir  derke 
homes,  approcheth  the  sonne,  leseth  hir 
lightes ;  and  that  the  eve-sterre  Hesperos, 
whiche  that  in  the  firste  tyme  of  the  night 


Iningeth  forth  hir  oolde  arjrsinges,  oometh 
eft  ayein  hir  osed  ooars,  and  is  pale  by  15 
the  morwe  at  the  rysing  of  the  sonne,  and 
is  thanne  deped  Lacif er.  Thoa  restreinest 
the  day  by  shorter  dwelling,  in  the  tyme 
of  odde  winter  that  maketh  the  leves  to 
falls.  Thoa  dividest  the  swifte  tydes  of  m 
the  night,  whan  the  hote  somer  is  comen. 
Thy  might  atempreth  the  variaants 
sesons  of  the  yere ;  so  that  Zephiros  the 
deboneir  wind  bringeth  ayein,  in  the  Jtret 
eomer  eetoun,  the  leves  that  the  wind  that  25 
highte  Boreas  hath  reft  awey  in  autumpne, 
that  i$  to  eeyn,  in  the  laete  ende  ct/eomer ; 
and  the  sedes  that  the  sterre  that  highte 
Arctaras  saw,  ben  waxen  heye  comes 
whan  the  sterre  Sirias  eschaofeth  hem.  30 
Ther  nis  no-thing  onboande  from  his  olde 
lawe,  ne  forleteth  the  werke  of  his  propre 
estat.  O  then  govemoar,  goveminge 
alle  thinges  by  certein  ende,  why  re- 
fVisestow  only  to  goveme  the  werkes  of  35 
men  by  dewe  manere?  Why  soffrest 
thoa  that  slydinge  fortnne  tometh  so 
grete  entrechaanginges  of  thinges,  so  that 
anoyoas  peyne,  that  sholde  dewely 
ponisshe  felonns,  panissheth  innocents  ?  40 
And  folk  of  wikkede  maneres  sitten  in 
heye  ohayres,  and  anoyinge  folk  treden, 
and  that  nnrightfVilly,  on  the  nekkes  of 
holy  men?  And  vertn,  cler-sh3minge 
natarelly,  is  hid  in  derke  derkenesses,  and  45 
the  rightf\il  man  bereth  the  blame  and 
the  peyne  of  the  feloon.  Ke  forsweringe 
ne  the  firande,  covered  and  kembd  with 
a  £bl1s  colour,  ne  anoyeth  nat  to  shrewes ; 
the  whiche  shrewes,  whan  hem  list  to  S^ 
osen  hir  strengthe,  they  rejoysen  hem  to 
patten  under  hem  the  sovereyne  kinges, 
whiche  that  poeple  with-outen  noumbre 
dreden.  O  thou,  what  so  ever  thou 
be  that  knittest  alle  bondes  of  thinges,  55 
loke  on  thise  wrecchede  erthes ;  we  men 
that  ben  nat  a  foule  party,  but  a  £&yr 
party  of  so  grete  a  werk,  we  ben  tormented 
in  this  see  of  fortune.  Thou  govemour, 
withdraw  and  restreyne  the  ravisshinge  60 
flodes,  and  fastne  and  ferme  thise  erthes 
stable  with  thilke  bondo,  with  whiche 
thou  govemest  the  hevene  that  is  bo 
large.' 


F  5 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


13S 


(goe^ituK.    QgFoot  I:  (J>troee  v. 


Pbosb  V. 


^ic  u5i  continwUo  dolore 
delatraui. 


Whan  I  hadde,  -with  a  oontinuel  Borwe, 
sobbed  or  borken  out  thise  thinges,  she 
with  hir  ohere  pesible,  and  no-thing 
amoeved  with  my  compleintes,  seide  thus : 
5  *  Whan  I  say  thee,'  quod  she,  *  sorweftd 
and  wepinge,  I  wiste  anon  that  thon  were 
a  wrecohe  and  exiled ;  bnt  I  wiste  never 
how  fer  thyne  exile  was,  yif  thy  tale  ne 
hadde  shewed  it  to  me.    But  oertes,  al  be 

lo  thon  fer  fipo  thy  contree,  thon  nart  nat 
put  out  of  it ;  but  thon  hast  fieuled  of  thy 
weye  and  gon  amis.  And  yif  thon  hast 
lever  for  to  wene  that  thon  be  pat  out  of 
thy  oontree,  than  hast  thou  put  out  thy- 

15  self  rather  than  anyother  wight  hath.  For 
no  wight  but  thy-self  ne  mighte  never 
han  don  that  to  thee.  For  yif  thon  re- 
membre  of  what  contree  thon  art  bom,  it 
nis  nat  governed  by  emperonrs,  ne  by 

3o  govemement  of  mnltitnde,  as  weren  the 
contrees  of  hem  of  Athenes ;  but  oo  lord 
and  oo  king,  and  that  it  god,  that  it  lordci/ 
thy  corUree,  whiohe  that  rejoyseth  him 
of  the  dwelling  of  hise  oitesenes,  and  nat 

25  for  to  pntte  hem  in  exil ;  of  the  whiohe 
lorde  it  is  a  soverayne  fredom  to  be 
governed  by  the  biyd^  of  him  and  obeye 
to  his  justice.  Hastow  foryeten  thilke 
right  olde  lawe  of  thy  citee,  in  the  whiche 

30  citee  it  is  ordeined  and  establisshed,  that 
for  what  wight  that  hath  lever  founden 
ther-in  his  sete  or  his  hous  than  elleS" 
wher,  he  may  nat  be  exiled  by  no  right 
fipom  that  place?     For  who-so  that  is 

35  contened  in-with  the  palis  and  the  olos  of 
thilke  citee,  ther  nis  no  drede  that  he 
may  deserve  to  ben  exiled.  But  who-so 
that  leteth  the  wil  for  to  enhabite  there, 
he  forleteth  also  to  deserve  to  ben  citezein 

40  of  thilke  citee.  So  that  I  sey,  that  the 
£ftce  of  this  place  ne  moveth  me  nat  so 
mochel  as  thyne  owne  face.  Ne  I  axe  nat 
rather  the  walles  of  thy  librarie,  apar- 
ayled  and  wrought  with  yvory  and  with 

45  glas,  than  after  the  sete  of  thy  thought. 
In  whiche  I  putte  nat  whylom  bokes,  but 
I  putte  that  that  maketh  bokes  worthy  of 
piya  or  precious,  that  is  to  seyn,  the 


sentence  of  my  bokes.  And  oerteinly  of 
thy  desertes,  bistowed  in  oomune  good,  5Q 
thou  hast  seid  sooth,  but  after  the  multi- 
tude of  thy  gode  dedee,  thou  hast  seid 
fewe ;  and  of  the  honestee  or  of  the  fals- 
nease  of  thinges  that  ben  aposed  ayeins 
thee,  thou  hast  remembied  thinges  that  55 
ben  knowen  to  alle  folk.  And  of  the 
felonyes  and  fraudes  of  tbyne  accusours, 
it  semeth  thee  have  y-tou(^ed  it  forsothe 
rightftilly  and  shortly,  al  mighten  tho 
same  thinges  betere  and  more  plenti-  6q 
vousely  ben  couth  in  the  mouthe  of  the 
poeple  that  knoweth  al  this.  Thou  hast 
eek  blamed  gretly  and  oompleined  of  the 
wrongfol  dede  of  the  senat.  And  thou 
hast  sorwed  for  my  blame,  and  thou  hast  65 
wopen  for  the  damage  of  ihy  renoun  that 
is  apayred ;  and  thy  laste  sorwe  eschaufede 
ayeins  fortune,  and  compleinest  that 
guerdouns  ne  ben  nat  evenliohe  yolden  to 
the  desertes  of  fSolk.  And  in  the  latere  7^ 
ende  of  thy  wode  Muse,  thou  preyedest 
that  thilke  pees  that  govemeth  the  hevene 
sholde  goveme  the  erthe.  But  for  that 
manye  tribulaciouns  of  affecciouns  han 
assailed  thee,  and  sorwe  and  ire  and  75 
wepinge  to-drawen  thee  dyversely;  as 
thou  art  now  feble  of  thought,  mightier 
remedies  ne  shullen  nat  yit  touchen  thee, 
for  whiche  we  wol  usen  somdel  lighter 
medicines  :  so  that  thilke  passioxms  that  80 
ben  woxen  harde  in  swellinge,  by  pertur- 
badouns  flowing  in-to  thy  thought, 
mowen  wexen  esy  and  sofle,  to  receiven 
the  strengthe  of  a  more  mighty  and  more 
egre medicine,!^ an  esiertouchinge.         85 

MvTBa  YI. 

Oun  PheM  radiit  gratte 

Ckmari  tidut  inettwU, 
Whan  that  the  hevy  sterre  of  the 
Oancre  eschaufeth  by  the  hemes  of  Phe- 
bus,  that  it  to  teyn,  whan  thai  Phebut  the 
aofme  it  in  the  tigne  of  the  Cancre^  who-so 
yeveth  thanne  larg^  hise  sedes  to  the  5 
feldes  that  ref^xsen  to  receiven  hem,  lat 
him  gon,  bigyled  of  trust  that  he  hadde 
to  his  com,  to  acorns  of  okes.  Yif  thou 
wolt  gadre  violettei,  ne  go  thou  not  to 
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10  the  prnpur  wode  whan  the  feld,  ohirk- 
inge,  fts^ryseth  of  colde  by  the  felnesee  of 
the  winde  that  hi|^te  AqnUUm.  Yif  thou 
desirest  or  wolt  uen  gnkpes,  ne  seke  thou 
nat,  with  a  glotonom  hond,  to  streiyiie 

15  and  preeae  the  stalket  of  the  vine  in  the 
f erst  somer  leeoim ;  for  Baohns,  the  god 
of  wyne,  hath  rather  yeven  hife  yiftee  to 
antompne,  the  later  mdecftomer,  Qod 
tokneth  and  aingneth  the  tymes,  ablinge 

ao  hem  to  hir  propree  offices ;  ne  he  ne 
snifreth  nat  the  stonndes  whiohe  that 
him-self  hath  devyded  and  oonstreyned 
to  ben  y-medled  to-gidere.  And  forthy 
he  that  forleteth  certein  ordinannoe  of 

35  doinge  by  over-throwinge  wey ,  he  ne  hath 
no  glade  ianie  or  ende  of  his  werkes. 

PbosjbYI.    Primum  igitur  paterime  me 
pauculis  rogadonibue. 

First  widtow  suffre  me  to  tonohe  and 
assise  the  estat  of  thy  thonght  hy  a  fewe 
demanndes,  so  that  I  may  nnderstonde 
what  be  the  manere  of  thy  ooraoioon  ? ' 
5  Boeoe,  *  Axe  me,'  quod  I,  *  at  thy  wille, 
what  thou  woLt^  and  I  shal  answere.' 

Tho  seide  she  thus:  *  Whether  we- 
nestow,*  qnod  she,  *that  this  world  be 
governed   by   foolish   happes   and  for- 

10  tnnons,  or  elles  that  there  be  in  it  any 
govemement  of  resotm?'  *Certes,' 
quod  I,  *  I  ne  trowe  nat  in  no  manere, 
that  so  certein  thinges  sholde  be  moeved 
by  fiortanoiis  fortnne ;  bnt  I  wot  wel  that 

15  god,  maker  and  mayvfcer,  is  govemoor  of 
his  werk.  Ke  never  nas  jrit  day  that 
mighte  pntte  me  oat  of  the  sothnesse  of 
that  sentence/ 

'80  is  it,*  qaod  she;  *for  the  same 

90  thing  Bonge  thou  a  litel  her-bifom,  and 
biweyledest  and  biweptest,  that  only  men 
weren  put  oat  of  the  core  of  god.  For  of 
aUe  other  thinges  thou  ne  dontedest  nat 
that  they  nere  governed  by  resoon.    Bat 

9S  owh !  (i.  pape !)  I  wondre  gretly,  certes, 
why  that  thoa  art  oyk,  sin  that  thou  art 
pat  in  so  holsom  a  sentence.  Bat  lat  oa 
•eken  depper;  I  oonjecte  that  ther  lak- 
keth  I  not  nere  what.    Bat  sey  me  this  • 

90  am  that  thoa  ne  doatest  nat  that  this 

F 


world  be  governed  by  god,  with  whiohe 
govemailes  takestow  hede  that  it  is 
governed  f  *  *  Unnethe, '  qaod  I,  *  knowe 
I  the  sentence  of  thy  qaeetioan ;  so  that 
I  ne  may  nat  yit  answeren  to  thy  de-  35 
maondes.' 

*  I  nas  nat  deceived,'  qaod  she,  *  that 
ther  ne  fidleth  somwhat,  by  whiohe  the 
maladye  of  thy  pertarbacioan  is  crept 
in-to  thy  thoaght,  so  as  the  strengthe  of  40 
the  palis  ohyning  is  open.  Bat  sey  me 
this :  remembreet  thou  what  is  the  ende 
of  thinges,  and  whider  that  the  enten- 
doanof  alle kinde  tendeth? '  *  I  havo 
herd  it  tdd  som-tyme,*  qaod  I ;  ^  bat  45 
drerinesse  hath  dolled  my  memorie.* 

*Oertes,'  quod  she,  *thoa  wost  wel 
whennes  that  alle  thinges  ben  comen  and 
prooedeth? '  *  I  wot  wel,'  qaod  I,  and 
answerede,  that  *god  is  beginning  of  aL'  go 

*  And  how  may  this  be,'  qaod  she,  *  that, 
sin  thoa  knoweet  the  beginning  of 
thinges,  that  thoa  ne  knowest  nat  what 
is  the  ende  of  thinges?  Bat  swiche  ben 
the  castomes  of  pertarbaoioans,  and  this  55 
power  th^  han,  that  they  may  moeve 

a  man  oat  of  his  place,  that  it  to  eeyn^  fro 
the  fCoMMMf  amd  perfsccioun  of  hii  Jtnoto- 
imge;  bat,  certes,  they  may  nat  al  arace 
him,  ne  aliene  him  in  aL  Bat  I  wolde  60 
that  thou  woldest  answere  to  this : 
remembrestow  that  thoa  art  a  man?' 
'Why  sholde  I  nat  remembre  that?' 
qaodL 

'HajTstow  nat  telle  me  thanne,'  qaod  65 
she,  *  what  thing  is  a  man  ? '    '  Axeatow 
me  nat,'  qaod  I,  *  whether   that  I  be 
a  resonaUe  mortal  beest?  Iwootwel,and 
I  confesae  wel  that  I  am  it.' 

*  Wiateatow  never  yit  that  thoa  were  70 
any  other  thing?'    qaod  ahe.         'No,' 
qaod  I. 

*  Now  woot  I,'  qaod  ahe,  *  other  canse  of 
thy  maladye,  and  that  right  grete.  Thoa 
hast  left  for  to  knowen  thy-aelf^  -wliat  75 
thoa  art ;  thorogh  whiche I  have  ple^uly 
foonden  the  caaae  of  thy  maladye,  or  cUea 
the  entree  of  recoveringe  of  thyn  hole. 
For-why,  for  thoa  art  confoanded  with 
foryeting  of  thy-self,  for-thy  sorweetow  80 
that  thoa  art  exiled  of  thy  propre  goodoa. 
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And  for  thon  ne  wost  what  is  the  ende  of 
thinges,  for-thy  demestow  that  felonons 
and  wikked  men  ben  mighty  and  welefdl. 
85  And  for  thon  hast  foryeten  by  whiohe 
govemements  the  world  is  governed,  for- 
thy  wenestow  that  thise  mntacionns  of 
fortone  fleten  with-onte  govemonr.  Thise 
ben  grete  causes  not  only  to  maladye, 
90  bat,  certes,  grete  causes  to  deeth.  Bnt 
I  thanke  the  anctor  and  the  maker  of 
hele,  that  nature  hath  not  al  forleten 
thee.  I  have  grete  norisshinges  of  thyn 
hele,  and  that  is,  the  sothe  sentence  of 
95  govemaunce  of  the  worlde ;  that  thou 
bilevest  that  the  goveminge  of  it  nis  nat 
subject  ne  underput  to  the  folic  of  thise 
happes  aventurous,  but  to  the  resoun  of 
god.    And  ther-for  doute  thee  no-thing ; 

too  for  of  this  litel  spark  thyn  hete  of  lyf 
shal  shyne.  But  for  as  moche  as  it  is 
nat  tyme  yit  of  faster  remedies,  and  the 
nature  of  thoughtes  deceived  is  this, 
that  as  ofbe  as  they  casten  awey  sothe 

105  opiniouns,  they  dothen  hem  in  &lse 
opiniouns,  of  which  false  opiniouns  the 
derkenesse  of  perturbacioun  wezeth  up, 
that  oonfoundeth  the  verray  insighte : 
and  that  derkenesse  shal  I  assaye  som- 

I  ro  what  to  maken  thinne  and  wayk  by 
lighte  and  meneliche  remedies ;  so  that. 


after  that  the  derkenesse  of  deceivinge 
desiringes  is  don  awey,  thou  mowe  knowe 
the  shyninge  of  verray  light. 

MxnuB  YII.    NttbOmt  atrit. 

The  sterres,  covered  with  blake  doudes, 
ne  mowen  yeten  a-doun  no  light.  Yifthe 
trouble  wind  that  hight  Auster,  turning 
and  walwinge  the  see,  medleth  the  hete, 
that  U  to  myn,  the  hoyling  tcp  from  tM  S 
botme;  the  wawes,  that  whylom  weren 
dere  as  glas  and  lyke  to  the  fiure  dere 
dayes,  withstande  anon  the  sightes  of  men 
by  the  filthe  and  ordure  that  is  resolved. 
And  the  fletinge  streem,  that  royleth  lo 
doun  dyversly  fro  h^e  mountaignes,  is 
arested  and  resisted  ofbe  t3rme  by  the 
encountringe  of  a  stoon  that  is  departed 
and  Allien  firom  som  roche.  And  for- 
thy,  yif  thou  wolt  loken  and  demen  15 
sooth  with  deer  light,  and  holden  the 
wey  with  a  right  path,  weyve  thou  joye, 
dryf  fro  thee  drede,  fleme  thou  hope,  ne 
lat  no  Borwe  aproche ;  that  is  to  seyn,  lot 
non  difthUefowr  paasiouns  over-comen  thee  20 
or  blende  thee.  For  doudy  and  derke  is 
thilke  thought,  and  bounde  with  brydles, 
where-as  thise  thinges  regnen.' 


Explicit  Liber  Primus. 


BOOK   II. 


Fboss  I.    Postea  pauUaper  coniieuH, 

After  this  she  stinte  a  litd ;  and,  after 
that  she  hadde  gadered  by  atempre  stille- 
nesse  myn  attendoun,  she  sdde  thus : 
(At  who  mighte  $eyn  thu$:  After  thiee 
S  thinget  she  stinie  a  litel;  cmd  whan  she 
aperceived  by  cUempre  stillenesse  that  I  teas 
ententif  to  herkene  hir^  she  higan  to  speke  in 
this  wyse) :  *  Yif  I, '  quod  she,  *■  have  under- 
stonden  and  knowen  outrdy  the  causes 
10  and  the  habit  of  thy  maladye,  thou 
languissest  and  art  defeted  for  desyr  and 
talent  of  thy  rather  fortune.    She,  that 


ilke  Fortune  only,  that  is  ohaunged,  as 
thou  feynest,  to  thee-ward,  hath  perverted 
thedeemesseandtheestatof  thyoorAge,  15 
I  understonde  the  fde-folde  colours  and 
deceites  of  thilke   merveilous  monstre 
Fortune,  and  how  she  useth  fed  flateringe 
£Eunilaritee  with  hem  that  she  enforceth 
to  bigyle ;  so  longe,  til  that  she  confounde  ao 
with  unsufferable  sorwe  hem  that  she 
hath  left  in  despeyrunpurveyed.   And  yif 
thou   remembrest    wel    the  kinde,   the 
maneres,  and  the  desert  of  thilke  Fortune, 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that,  as  in  hir,  25 
thou  never  no  haddest  ne  hast  y-lost  any 
fair  thing.    But,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  nat 
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gretly  travailen  to  do  thee  remembren  on 
thise  thinges.    For  thou  were  wont  to 

30  hurtelen  and  despyaen  hir,  with  manly 
wordes,  whan  she  was  blaondlBsinge  and 
present,  and  pnrsewedest  hir  with  sen- 
tences that  were  drawen  out  of  myn 
entree,  that  is  to  aayn,  out  c^/myn  imfonwk- 

35  dotm.  Bat  no  sodein  mntacioTin  ne 
bitydeth  nat  with-onte  a  manere  ohaung- 
inge  of  oorages  ;  and  so  is  it  befallen  that 
thon  art  a  litel  departed  fro  the  pees  of 
thy  thought. 

40  Bat  now  is  tyme  that  thon  drinke  and 
ataste  some  softe  and  delitable  thinges ; 
so  that,  whan  they  ben  entred  with-in 
thee,  it  mowe  maken  wey  to  strengere 
drinkes  of  medioynes.    Com  now  forth 

45  therfore  the  soasioan  of  sweteneoe  re- 
thorien,  whiche  that  goth  only  the  ri^^t 
wey,  whyl  she  forsaketh  nat  myne 
estatats.  And  with  Bhetorioe  com  forth 
Mosioe,   a  damisel  of  oar  hons,  that 

50  singeth  nowlighter  moedes  or  jm>2acioMiit, 
now  hevyer.  What  ^leth  thee,  man? 
What  is  it  that  hath  cast  thee  in-to 
mominge  and  in-to  wepinge?  I  trowe 
that  thou  hast  seyn  som  newe  thing  and 

55  nnoooth.  Thou  wenest  that  Fortune  be 
ohannged  ayern  thee ;  but  thou  wenest 
wrong,  yif  thou  that  wene.  Alwoy  tho 
ben  hir  maneres ;  she  hath  rather  kept, 
as  to  thee-ward,  hir  propre  stablenesse  in 

60  the  chaunginge  of  hir4el£  Right  swioh 
was  she  whan  she  flatered  thee,  and 
deceived  thee  with  unleveftil  lykinges  of 
&ls  weleftilnesse.  Thou  hast  now  knowen 
and  ataynt  the  doutons  or  double  visage 

65  of  thilke  blinde  goddease  Fortune.  She, 
that  yit  oovereUi  hir  and  wimpleth  hir 
to  other  folk,  hath  shewed  hir  every- 
del  to  thee.  Tif  thou  aproveet  hir  and 
thenkest  that  she  is  good,  use  hir  maneres 

70  and  pleyne  thee  nat.  And  yM  thou 
agrysest  hir  fiilse  trecheiye,  despyse  and 
cast  aw0y  hir  that  pleyeth  so  harmfully  ; 
for  she,  that  is  now  cause  of  so  muohe 
sorwe  to  thee,  sholde  ben  cause  to  thee  of 

75  pees  and  of  joye.  She  hath  forsaken  thee, 
forsoihe;  the  whiche  that  never  man 
may  ben  siker  that  she  ne  shal  forsake 
him. Gtose.  Birt  noCAalst,  soms  hoku 


\am  ikt  text  thu$:   For  sothe,  she  hath 
forsaken  thee,  ne  ther  nis  no  man  siker  80 

that  she  ne  hath  nat  forsaken. 

Holdestow  than  thilke  welefolnesse 
precious  to  thee  that  shal  passen  f  And 
is  present  Fortune  dereworthe  to  thoe, 
which  that  nis  nat  feithAxl  for  to  dwelle ;  85 
and,  whan  she  goth  aw^,  that  she 
bringeth  a  wight  in  sorwe  f  For  sin  she 
may  nat  ben  with-holden  at  a  mannes 
wiUe,  she  maketh  him  a  wrecche  whan 
she  departeth  tro  him.  What  other  thing  90 
is  flittinge  Fortime  but  a  maner  shewinge 
of  wrecchednesse  that  is  to  comen  ?  Ke 
it  ne  snfi^th  nat  only  to  loken  on  thingo 
that  is  present  bifom  the  eyen  of  a  man. 
But  wisdom  loketh  and  amesureth  the  95 
ende  of  thinges ;  and  the  same  chaung- 
inge from  oon  in-to  an-other,  that  is  to 
seyn^  from  advenitos  in-to  prosperitse^ 
maketh  that  the  manaces  of  Fortune  ne 
ben  nat  for  to  dreden,  ne  the  flateringes  100 
of  hir  to  ben  desired.  Thus,  at  the  laste, 
it  bihoveth  thee  to  suffren  with  evene 
wHle  in  pacience  al  that  is  don  in-with  the 
floor  of  Fortune,  that  is  to  ssyn^  in  this 
worlds  sin  thou  hast  ones  put  thy  nekke  105 
under  the  yok  of  hir.  For  3rif  thou  wolt 
wryten  a  lawe  of  wendinge  and  of  dwell- 
inge  to  Fortune,  whiche  that  thou  hast 
chosen  frely  to  ben  thy  lady,  artow  nat 
wrongfril  in  that,  and  makest  Fortune  110 
wroth  and  aspere  by  thyn  inpatience, 
and  yit  thou  mayst  nat  chaunge  hir? 
Yif  thou  oommittest  and  bitakest  thy 
sailes  to  the  winds,  thou  shalt  be  shoven, 
not  thider  that  thou  wddest,  but  whider  1 15 
that  the  wind  shoveth  thee.  Tif  thou 
castest  thy  sedes  in-to  the  feldes,  thou 
sholdest  han  in  minde  that  the  yeres  ben, 
amonges,  other-whyle  plentevous  and 
other-whyle  baresme.  Thou  hast  bitaken  lao 
thy-self  to  the  govemaunce  of  Fortune, 
and  for-thy  it  bihoveth  thee  to  ben 
obeisaunt  to  the  maneres  of  thy  lady. 
Enforoest  thou  thee  to  aresten  or  with- 
holden  the  swiftnesse  and  the  sweigh  of  125 
hir  tuminge  whele  ?  O  thou  fool  of  alle 
mortal  fooles,  if  Fortune  bigan  to  dwelle 
-•table,  she  oesede  thanno  to  ben  For- 
tune! 
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Metre  I.    Bee  cum  tuperba  uerterit  uicei 

Whan  Portune  with  a  proud  right 
hand  hath  torned  hir  channginge 
stonndes,  she  fareth  lyk  the  znanerea  of 
the  boiling^  Eurype. Glosa.   Eurype 

5  18  an  arm  of  Vie  see  that  etibeth  and 
floweth;   and  tom-tyme  the  streem  is  on 

o  syde^  and  8om-iyme  on  the  other, 

Text.  She,  orael  Fortune,  casteth  adoun 
kinges  that  whylom  weren  y-drad ;  and 

ID  she,  deoeivable,  enhannseth  np  the  hum- 
ble chere  of  him  that  is  discomfited. 
Ne  she  neither  hereth  ne  rekketh  of 
wreochede  wepinges ;  and  she  is  so  hard 
that  she  laugheth  and  scometh  the  wep- 

15  inges  of  hem,  the  whiohe  she  hath  maked 
wepe  with  hir  free  wille.  Thus  she 
pleyeth,  and  thus  she  proeveth  hir 
strengthes ;  and  sheweth  a  greet  wonder 
to  alle  hir  servauntes,  yif  that  a  wight 

90  is  seyn  weleAU,  and  overthrowe  in  an 
houre. 


ProssIL    VeUem  auiem  pauca  tecum, 

Certes,  I  wolde  pleten  with  thee  a  fewe 
thinges,  nsinge  the  wordes  of  Fortune ; 
tak  hede  now  thy-self,  yif  that  she  axeth 
right.    "  0  thou  man,  wher-fore  makest 

5  thou  me  gilty  by  thyne  every-dayes  pleyn- 
inges?  What  wrong  have  I  don  thee? 
What  goodes  have  I  birefb  thee  that 
weren  thyne?  Stiyf  or  plete  with  me, 
bifore  what  juge  that  thou  wolt,  of  the 

10  possessioun  of  riohesses  or  of  dignitees. 
And  yif  thou  mayst  shewen  me  that  ever 
any  mortal  man  hath  received  any  of  tho 
thioges  to  ben  hise  in  propre,  than  wol 
I  graunte  trely  that  alle  thilke  thinges 

15  weren  thyne  whiohe  that  thou  azest^ 
Whan  that  nature  broughte  thee  forth 
out  of  thy  moder  wombe,  I  receyved  thee 
naked  and  nedy  of  alle  thinges,  and 
I   norisshede   thee  with  my  richesses, 

90  and  was  redy  and  ententif  through  my 
favour  to  susteyne  thee ;  and  that  maketh 
thee  now  inpaoient  ayeins  me;  and 
X  envirounde  thee  with  alle  the  aboun- 


danoe  and  shyninge  of  alle  goodes  that 
ben  in  my  right.  Kow  it  lyketh  me  to  35 
with-drawen  my  hand;  thou  hast  had 
grace  as  he  that  hath  used  of  foreine 
goodes;  thou  hast  no  right  to  pleyne 
thee,  as  though  thou  haddest  outrely  for- 
lorn alle  thy  thinges.  Why  pleynest  thou  50 
thanne?  I  have  done  thee  no  wrong. 
Bichesses,  honours,  and  swiche  other 
thinges  ben  of  my  right.  My  servauntes 
knowen  me  for  hir  lady;  they  comen 
with  me,  and  departen  whan  I  wende.  55 
I  dar  wel  affermen  hardily,  that  yif  tho 
thinges,  of  which  thou  pleynest  that  thou 
hast  forlorn,  hadde  ben  thyne,  thou  ne 
haddest  not  lorn  hem.  Shal  I  thanne 
only  ben  defended  to  usen  my  right  ?  40 
Clertes,  it  is  leveful  to  the  hevene  to  make 
clere  dayes,  and,  after  that,  to  ooveren 
tho  same  dayes  with  derke  nightes.  The 
yeer  bath  eek  leve  to  apparailen  the 
visage  of  the  erthe,  now  with  floures  and  45 
jiow  with  fruit,  and  to  oonfounden  hem 
Bom-tyme  with  reynes  and  with  ooldes. 
The  see  hath  eek  his  right  to  ben  som- 
tjrme  oalme  and  blaundishing  with 
smothe  water,  and  som-tyme  to  ben  hoiv  50 
rible  with  wawes  and  with  tempestes. 
But  the  oovetise  of  men,  that  may  nat 
ben  stanched,  shal  it  binde  me  to  ben 
stede£Btst,  sin  that  stedefikstnesse  is  un- 
couth to  my  maneres?  Swioh  is  my  55 
strengthe,  and  this  pley  I  pl^e  con- 
tinuely.  I  tome  the  whirlinge  wheel 
with  the  toming  cerde ;  I  am  glad  to 
chaungen  the  lowest  to  the  heyest,  and 
the  heyest  to  the  lowest.  Worth  up,  if  60 
thou  wolt,  so  it  be  by  this  lawe,  that  thou 
ne  holde  nat  that  I  do  thee  wronge  thogh 
thou  desoende  adoun,  whan  the  resoun  of 
my  pley  axeth  it.  Wistest  thou  nat 
how  Cresus,  the  king  of  I^diens,  of  65 
whiche  king  Oyrus  was  fal  sore  agast 
a  litel  bifom,  that  this  rewliohe  Cresus 
was  caught  of  Qynis  and  lad  to  the  fyr  to 
ben  brent,  but  that  a  rayn  descendede 
doun  firo  hevene  that  rescowede  him  ?  70 
And  is  it  out  of  thy  minde  how  that 
Paulus,  consul  of  Home,  whan  he  hadde 
taken  the  king  of  Peroiens,  weep  pitously 
for  the  oaptivitee   of  the   self  kinge? 
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75  What  other  thing  biwallen  the  cryitigeB 
I  of  tragediei  bat  only  the  dedes  of  Fortmie, 
I  that  with  an  nnwmr  stroke  overtometh 

I  realmefl  of  grete  nobleyf Glose.  TYa^ 

\  gedie  ii  to  seyn^  a  ditee  a/aproiperUBe /br 

8g|  a  tymBy  that  endeth  in  wrecehednette, 

Lemedest  nat  thou  in  Greke^  whan  thou 
were  jonge,  that  in  the  entree,  or  in  the 
edere^  of  Jnpiter,  ther  ben  conohed  two 
tonnes ;  that  on  is  M  of  good,  that  other 

85  is  M  of  harm?  What  right  hast  thoa  to 
pleyne,  jif  thoa  hast  taken  more  plente- 
▼oosly  of  the  gode  syde,  that  it  to  seyn,  c^f 
my  richeates  and  protperitet;  and  what 
eek  if  I  ne  be  nat  al  departed  fro  thoe? 

go  What  eek  yif  my  mntabilitee  yiveth  thee 
rightM  oaose  of  hope  to  han  yit  beter 
thinges?  Katheles  dismaye  thee  nat  in 
thy  thought ;  and  thoa  that  art  pat  in 
the  comane  realme  of  alle,  ne  de^yre  nat 

95  to  li-ven  by  thyn  only  propre  right. 

Uvnm  It    8i  quatUaa  rapidiiJIaHlms 

Thoagh  Flentee,  that  it  goddem  of 
richjumty  hielde  adoan  with  M  horn,  and 
withdraweth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richossos  as  the  see  tometh  apward 
5  Mndes  whan  it  is  moeved  with  rayissh- 
inge  blastes,  or  elles  as  many  richesses 
as  ther  shynen  brighte  sterres  on  hevene 
on  the  sterry  nightes;  jdt,  for  al  that, 
mankinde  nolde  not  cese  to  wepe  wrecch- 

10  ede  pleyntes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  god 
reoeyveth  gladly  hir  preyers,  and  yiveth 
them  (as  fool-large)  moche  gold,  and 
ajMKndleth  coveitoos  men  with  noble  or 
<^re  honoars :  yit  semeth  hem  haven 

15  y-geten  no-thing,  bat  alwQy  hir  crael 
ravyne,  devonringe  al  that  they  han 
geten,  sheweth  other  gapingee ;  ihai  U  to 
•ev"i  ^open  and  detyren  yit  after  mo  rich- 
eaae$.  What  bzydles  mighten  withholden, 

ao  to  any  certein  ende,  the  desordenee  cove- 
tise  of  men,  whan,  ever  the  rather  that  it 
fleteth  in  large  yiftes,  the  more  ay  bren- 
neth  in  hem  tilie  thorst  of  havinge? 
Certes  he  that,  qoakinge  and  dredftil, 

2$  weneth  him-selven  nedy,  he  ne  liveth 
never-more  riohe." 


Paossin.    HiUigitwrti  prom  tecum 
Fortuna  loqueretur. 

Therfor,  yif  that  Fortnne  spake  with 
thee  for  hir-self  in  this  manere,  for-sothe 
thoa  ne  haddest  nat  what  thoa  mightest 
answers.  And,  if  thoa  hast  any-thing 
wherwith  thoa  mayest  rightMly  de-  5 
fenden  thy  oompleint,  it  behoveth  thee 
to  shewen  it ;  and  I  wol  yeven  theespaee 
to  tellen  it.'  Bases.  *  Certeynly,' qaod 
I  thanne,  *thise  beth  fkire  thinges, 
and  enointed  with  hony  swetenesse  of  ic 
rethorike  and  masike;  and  only  whyl 
they  ben  herd  they  ben  delidoas.  Bat  to 
wreoches  is  a  depper  felinge  of  harm ; 
thi$  it  to  teyn^  that  torecchet  fiHen  iht 
harmet  that  th&y  t^jU^rm  mort  yrtwutly  15 
(ham  iht  remtdiet  or  the  delUet  of  thitt 
w>r€let  mowen  gladen  or  eon^/brten  hem ;  so 
that,  whan  thise  thinges  stinten  for  to 
soxme  in  ores,  the  sorwe  that  is  inset 
greveth  the  thoaght.*  so 

PMl.  « Bight  so  is  it,' qaod  she.  '¥V>r 
thise  ne  ben  yit  none  remedies  of  thy 
maladye ;  bat  they  ben  a  maner  norissh- 
inges  of  thy  sorwe,  yit  rebel  ayein  thy 
ooraoioan.  For  whan  that  tyme  is,  I  ^5 
shal  moeve  swiche  thinges  that  peroen 
hem-self  depe.  Bat  natheles,  that  thoa 
shalt  not  wUne  toleten  thy-self  a  wrecohe, 
hast  thoa  foryeten  the  noomber  and  the 
manere  of  thy  welefUnesse  ?  I  holde  me  30 
stille,  how  that  the  soverayne  men  of  the 
oitee  token  thee  In  core  and  keplnge, 
whan  thoa  were  orphelin  of  fader  and 
moder,  and  were  chosen  in  affinitee  of 
princes  of  the  oitee ;  and  thoa  biganne  35 
rather  to  be  leef  and  dere  than  forto  ben 
a  neighbour;  the  whiche  thing  is  the 
most  preoioas  kinde  of  any  propinqaitee 
or  alyaance  that  may  ben.  Who  is  it 
that  ne  seide  tho  that  thoa  were  right  4^ 
weleM,  with  so  grete  a  nobleye  of  thy 
&dres-in-lawe,  and  with  the  chastitee  of 
thy  wjrf,  and  with  the  oportxmitee  and 
noblesse  of  thy  mascolin  children,  that  it 
to  aeyn,  thy  tonetf  And  over  al  this — me  45 
list  to  passen  the  comane  thinges — ^how 
thoa  haddest  in  thy  yonthe  dignit^>e9  that 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


M4 


(goti^iuB.   (goo8  II :  (me6re  m. 


weren  wemed  to  olde  men.  Bat  it  de- 
lyteth  me  to  comen  now  to  the  singoler 

50  nphepinge  of  thy  welefVilnesse.  Yif  any 
fruit  of  mortal  thinges  may  han  any 
weighte  or  prys  of  weleAilnesse,  mightest 
thou  ever  foryeten,  for  any  charge  of 
harm  that  mighte  bifalle,  the  remem- 

55  brannce  of  thilke  day  that  thou  saye  thy 
two  sones  maked  oonseileres,  and  y-lad 
to-gedere  fro  thyn  house  under  so  greet 
assemblee  of  senatoures  and  under  the 
blythenesse  of  poeple ;  and  whan  thou 

60  saye  hem  set  in  the  oourt  in  here  chayeres 
of  dignitees?  Thou,  rethorien  or  pro- 
nounoere  of  hinges  preysinges,  deserredest 
glorie  of  wit  and  6f  eloquence,  whan 
thou,  sittinge  bitwene  thy  two  sones,  con- 

6s  seileres,  in  the  place  that  highte  Circo, 
ffulfhldest  the  abydinge  of  the  mul- 
titude of  poeple  that  was  sprad  abouten 
thee,  with  so  large  preysinge  and  laude, 
as  men  singen  in  victories.     Tho  jrave 

70  thou  wordes  to  Fortune,  as  I  trowe, 
that  U  to  teyn,  tho  fs^fflBdett  thou  Fortttne 
with  gUnhige  foordea  and  deceivedeH  Air, 
whan  she  aooyede  thee  and  norisshede 
thee  as  hir  owne  delyces.     Thou  here 

7S  away  of  Fortune  a  yifte,  that  U  to  Myn, 
gwiche  guerdoun^  that  she  never  yaf  to 
privee  man.  Wilt  thou  therfor  leye 
a  rekeninge  with  Fortune?  She  hath 
now  twinkled  first  upon  thee  with  a  wik- 

80  kede  eye.  Yif  thou  oonsidere  the  noum- 
bre  and  the  manere  of  thy  blisses  and  of 
thy  sorwes,  thou  mayst  nat  forsaken  that 
thou  art  yit  blisful.  For  if  thou  therfor 
wenest  thy-self  nat  weleful,  for  thinges 

85  that  tho  semeden  joyftil  ben  passed,  ther 
nis  nat  why  thou  sholdest  wene  thy-self 
a  wrecohe ;  for  thinges  that  semen  now 
sorye  passen  also.  Art  thou  now  comen 
first,  a  sodein  gest,  in-to  the  shadwe  or 

90  tabernacle  of  this  lyf ;  or  trowest  thou 
that  any  stedeflEtstnesBe  be  in  mannes 
thinges,  whan  ofte  a  swift  houre  dis- 
solveth  the  same  man;  that  is  to  teyn, 
whan  the  $ouU  departeth  fro  the  body? 

95  For,  al-though  that  selde  is  ther  any  feith 
that  fortunous  thinges  wolen  dwellen,  yit 
natheles  the  laste  day  of  a  mannes  lyf  is 
a  manere  deeth  to  Fortune,  and  also  to 


thilkb  that  hath  dwelt.    And   therfor, 
what,  wenestow,  thar  [thee]  reoohe,  3rif  100 
thou  forlete  hir  in  deyinge,  or  elles  that 
she,    Fortxme^    forlete   thee    in    fleeinge 
awey? 

Hbtrx  III.     Cum  polo  Phebui 
roeeie  quadrigU, 

Whan  Phebus,  the  sonne,  biginneth  to 
spreden  his  cleemesse  with  rosene  chari- 
ettes,  thanne  the  sterre,  y-dimmed,  paleth 
hir  whyte  chores,  hy  the  flambes  of  the 
Sonne  that  overcometh  the  sterre-light.  5 
ThU  U  to  $eyny  whan  the  ioime  is  riaeti, 
the  dey-sterre  wexeth  p<Ue^  and  leseth  hir 
light  for  the  grete  brightnesse  of  fhe  sonne. 
Whan  the  wode  wexeth  rody  of  rosene 
floures,  in  the  first  somer  sesoun,  thomgh  10 
the  brethe  of  the  winde  Zephims  that 
wexeth  warm,  yif  the  cloudy  wind  Auster 
blowe  felliohe,  than  goth  awey  the  faire- 
nesse  of  thomes.  Ofte  the  see  is  deer 
and  calm  withoute  moevinge  flodes ;  and  15 
ofte  the  horrible  wind  Aquilon  moeveth 
boilinge  tempestes  and  over-whelveth  the 
see.  Yif  the  forme  of  this  worlde  is  so 
selde  stable,  and  yif  it  tumeth  by  so 
many  entreohaunginges,wolt  thou  thanne  m 
trusten  in  the  tomblinge  fortunes  of 
men?  Wolt  thou  trowen  on  flittingo 
goodefl?  It  is  certein  and  establisshed 
by  lawe  perdurable,  that  no-thing  that  is 
engendred  nis  stedefSAst  ne  stable.*  35 

PiuMs  IV.    Tunc  ego^  uera^ 
inquam^  commemoras. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus  :  *  O  nonce  of  alio 
vertues,  thou  seist  fhlsooth  ;  ne  I  ne  may 
nat  forsake  the  right  swifte  cours  of  my 
prosperitee  ;  that  is  to  seyn^  thatprosperitee 
ne  he  comen  to  me  wonder  swiftly  and  sone.  5 
But  this  is  a  thing  that  greetly  smerteth 
me  whan  it  remembreth  me.  For  in  alio ' 
adversitee  of  fortune,  the  most  unsely 
kinde  of  contrarious  fortune  is  to  han 
ben  weleftil.'  10 

PHU  *  But  that  thou,'  quod  she,  *  abyest 
thus  the  torment  of  thy  false  opinioun, 
that  mayst  thou  nat  rightftilly  blamen 
ne  aretten  to  thinges :  04  who  seilh,  for 
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15  thou  hattyUmamyhah%mdaMnee9ofihimg«^ 

Text  For  al  be  it  so  that  the  ydel 

name  of  ayentnrcmB  weteAUnefse  xnoeveth 
thee  now,  it  is  levefal  that  thou  rekne 
with  me  of  how  manye  gprete  thinges 

dO  thon  hast  yit  plentee.  And  therfor,  yif 
that  thiike  thing  that  thou  haddest  for 
most  preoions  in  al  thy  riohease  of  for- 
tune he  kept  to  thee  yit,  by  the  grace  of 
god,  nnwemmed  and  nndefooled,  mayst 

*S  thoa  thanne  pleyne  rightftilly  upon  the 
mesohef  of  Fortone,  lin  thoa  hast  yit  thy 
bests  thinges?  Oertes,  yit  liTeth  in  good 
point  thilke  precious  honour  of  man- 
hinde,  Bymaous,  thy  wyres  fader,  which 

30  that  is  a  man  maked  aUe  of  sapience  and 
of  vertu ;  the  whiohe  man  thou  woldest 
byen  redely  with  the  piys  of  thjrn  owne 
lyf.  He  biwayleth  the  wronges  that  men 
don  to  thee,  and  nat  for  him-self ;  for  he 

35  liyeth  in  silEemesse  of  any  sentences  put 
ayeins  him.  And  yit  liyeth  thy  wyf, 
that  is  atempre  of  wit,  and  passinge  other 
wimmen  in  olennesse  of  ohastetee ;  and 
for  I  wol  dosen  shortely  hir  bountees,  she 

40  is  lyk  to  hir  fshder.  I  telle  thee  wel,  that 
she  liveth  looth  of  this  lyf,  and  kepeth  to 
thee  only  hir  goost ;  and  is  al  maat  and 
overcomen  by  wepinge  and  sorwe  for 
desyr  of  thee,  in  the  whiche  thing  only 

45  I  moot  graunten  that  thy  weleftdnesse  is 
amenused.  What  shal  I  seyn  eek  of  thy 
two  sones,  oonseilours,  of  whiohe,  as  of 
children  of  hir  age,  ther  shyneth  the 
lyknesse  of  the  wit  of  hir  &der  or  of  hir 

50  cdder  £ftder  ?  And  sin  the  sorereyn  cure 
of  alle  mortel  folk  is  to  saven  hir  owen 
lyves,  O  how  weleftil  art  thou,  yif  thou 
knowe  thy  goodes!  For  yit  ben  ther 
thinges  dwelled  to  thee-ward,  that  no 

55  man  douteth  that  they  ne  ben  more 
dereworthe  to  thee  than  thyn  owen  ly£ 
And  for-thy  drye  thy  teres,  for  yit  nis 
nat  everioh  fortune  al  hateftil  to  thee- 
ward,  ne  over  greet  tempest  hath  nat  yit 

60  £EJlen  upon  thee,  whan  that  th3m  ancres 
eleven  faste,  that  neither  wolen  suf&en 
the  oounfort  of  this  tjnne  present  ne  the 
hope  of  tyme  oominge  to  passen  ne  to 
faylen.'        JBoecs.  *  And  I  preye,'  quod  I, 

6S  *  that   fasts    moten    they   halden ;   for 


whyles  that  they  halden,  how-so-erer  that 
thiuges  ben,  I  shal  wel  fleten  forth  and 
esoapen ;  but  thou  mayst  wel  seen  how 
grete  aparayles  and  aray  that  me  lak- 
keth,  that  ben  passed  away  fto  me.'  70 

PhU,  ^  I  have  som-what  avaunsed  and 
forthered  thee,'  quod  she,  *  yif  that  thou 
anoye  nat  or  forthinke  nat  of  al  thy 
fortune :  a§  toko  »$Uk^  I  have  sofiMokof 
comforted  ikee,  so  that  ihou  tempeet  thee  75 
nat  thue  %oUh  al  thyjbrtime,  s<fi  thou  haet 
yitthybeetethimgee.  Butlmaynatsuffiren 
thy  delioes,  that  plejmest  so  wepinge  and 
angnissous,  for  that  ther  lakketh  som- 
what  to  thy  weUfalnesse.  For  what  man  80 
is  so  sad  or  of  so  parflt  weleftilnesse,  that 
he  ne  stryveth  and  pleyneth  on  som  halve 
ayen  the  qualitee  of  his  estat  ?  For-why 
fol  angnissous  thing  is  the  oondioioun  of 
mannes  goodes ;  for  either  it  oometh  nat  85 
al-togider  to  a  wight,  or  elles  it  last  nat 
perpetueL  For  sum  man  hath  grete 
richesses,  but  he  is  ashamed  of  his  un- 
gentel  linage ;  and  som  is  renowned  of 
noblesse  of  kinrede,  but  he  is  enclosed  in  90 
so  grete  angoisshe  of  nede  of  thinges,  that 
him  were  lever  that  he  irere  unknowe. 
And  som  man  haboundeth  both  in  rich- 
esse  and  noblesse,  but  jrit  he  bewaileth 
his  ohaste  lyf;  for  he  ne  hath  no  wyfl  95 
And  som  man  is  wel  and  selily  y-nuiried, 
but  he  hath  no  ohildren,  and  norissheth 
his  richesses  to  the  ^snres  of  strange 
folke&  And  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  but  he  wepeth  Ail  sory  for  the  100 
trespas  of  his  sons  or  of  his  dooghter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  acordeth  no  wight 
lightly  to  the  oondioioun  of  his  fortune ; 
Ibr  alw^  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  unassayed,  he  ne  wot  nat ;  or  105 
elles  he  dredeth  that  he  hath  assayed. 
And  adde  this  also,  that  every  weleM 
man  hath  a  Ail  delioat  felinge ;  lo  that, 
but-yif  alle  thinges  bifUle  at  his  owne 
wil,  for  he  is  impaoient,  or  is  nat  used  to  110 
han  non  adversitee,  anon  he  is  throwen 
adoun  for  every  litel  thing.  And  fUL  litel 
thinges  ben  tho  that  withdrawen  the 
somme  or  the  perfiecoioan  of  blisfolnesse 
fro  hem  that  ben  most  fortunat.  How  115 
many  men,  trowest  thou,  wolden  demen 
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hem-self  to  ben  almoet  In  hevene,  yif 
they  mighten  atayne  to  the  leest  party  of 
theremnaxint  ofthy  fortnne?  This  same 

120  place  that  thou  olepest  ezil,  is  oontreo  to 
hem  that  enhabiten  heer,  and  forthy 
nothing^  [is]  wrecohed  bat  whan  thon 
wenest  it :  as  who  »eUh^  thou  thy-gelf,  ne 
no  toigbt  eUetj  nii  a  torecehef  ht(t  whan  he 

1^5  weneth  him'teifawrecehe  by  reptUacioun  of 
hit  corage.  And  ayeinward,  alle  fortone 
Is  blisfnl  to  a  man  by  the  agxeabletee  or 
by  the  egalitee  of  him  that  snfEreth  it. 
What  man  is  that,  that  is  so  weleftil, 

130  that  nolde  changen  his  estat  whan  he 
hath  lost  paoienoeP  The  swetnesse  of 
mannes  weleMnesse  is  sprayned  with 
many  bitemesses;  the  whiche  weleAil- 
nesse,  al-thongh  it  seme  swete  and  joyfhl 

135  to  hem  that  nseth  it,  yit  may  it  nat  ben 
with-holden  that  it  ne  goth  away  whan  it 
wole.  Thanne  is  it  wel  Bene,  how  wrecohed 
is  the  blisfolnesse  of  mortal  thinges,  that 
neither  it  doreth  perpetnel  with   hem 

140  that  eyeiy  fortune  reoeiven  agreablely  or 
egaly,  ne  it  delyteth  nat  in  al  to  hem 
that  ben  angtdasons.  0  ye  mortal  folk, 
what  seke  ye  thanne  UisAilnesse  out  of 
yoor^elf;  whiche  that  is  put  in  yonr-self? 

145  Erronr  and  folye  oonfonndeth  yow. 

I  shal  shewe  thee  shortely  the  poynt 
of  sovereyne  bUsAilnesse.  Is  ther  any- 
thing more  precious  to  thee  than  thy- 
self? Thon  wolt  answere,  **nay.**  Thanne, 

150  jdf  it  so  be  that  thon  art  mighty  over 
thy-self,  that  is  to  aeyn^  by  tranquUlUee  of 
thy  sowle,  than  hast  thon  thing  in  thy 
power  that  then  noldest  never  lesen,  ne 
Fortnne  ne   may  nat  beneme  it  thee. 

155  And  that  thon  mayst  knowe  that  blisfol- 
nesse ne  may  nat  standen  in  thinges  that 
ben  fortonons  and  temporel,  now  xmder- 
stonde  and  gader  it  to-gidere  thns :  Yif 
blisfiilnesse  be  the  soyereyn  good  of  natnre 

160  that  liyeth  by  resoon,  ne  thilke  thing  nis 
nat  soyeroyn  good  that  may  be  taken 
awey  in  any  wyse,  (for  more  worthy 
thing  and  more  digne  is  thilke  thing  that 
may  nat  ben  taken  awey) ;  than  sheweth 

(65  it  wel,  that  the  nnstablenesse  of  fortnne 
may  nat  atayne  to  reoeiven  verray  blis- 
ftdnewe.    And  yit  more-ortr  t  what  miia 


that  this  tonmbling  weleftalnesse  ledeth, 

either  he  woot  that  it  is  channgeable,  or 

elles  he  woot  it  nat.    And  yif  he  woot  170 

it  nat,  what  blisfVil  fortnne  may  ther  be 

in  the  blindnesse  of  ignorance  ?    And  yif 

he  woot  that  it  is  channgeable,  he  moot 

alwey  ben  adrad  that  he  ne  lese  that 

thing  that  he  ne  donbteth  nat  bnt  that  175 

he  may  lesen  it ;  aa  who  aeitA,  he  mot  ben 

alwey  agaat,  leet  he  leae  that  he  wot  wel  he 

may  Use  it    For  which,  the  oontinnel 

dreed  that  he  hath  ne  soffreth  him  nat 

to  ben  welefol.    Or  yif  he  lese  it,  he  180 

weneth   to   be    dispysed    and    forleten. 

Certes  eek,  that  is  a  ftd  litel  good  that 

is  bom  with  evene  herte  whan  it  is  lost ; 

tliat  i$  to  eeyny  that  men  do  no  more  fare  of 

the  lost  than  of  the  ha/vinge.    And  for  as  185 

moche  as  thon  thy-self  art  he,  to  whom  it 

hath   ben   shewed   and   proved   by  Ail 

manye  demonstracionns,  as  I  wot  wel, 

that  the  sowles  of  men  ne  mowe  nat 

deyen  in  no  wyse ;  and  eek  sin  it  is  deer  190        "] 

and  certein,  that  fortnnons  weleftilnesse 

endeth  by  the  deeth  of  the  body ;  it  may 

nat  ben  donted  that,  yif  that  deeth  may 

take  awey  blisMnesse,  that  alle  the  kinde 

of  mortal  thinges  ne  descendeth  in-to  195 

wreoehednesse  by  the  ende  of  the  deeth. 

And  sin  we  knowen  wel,  that  many  a 

man  hath  sought  the  fruit  of  blisftilnesse 

nat  only  with  suffiringe  of  deeth,  but  eek 

with  snffiringe  of  peynes  and  tormentes ;  aoo 

how  mighte  than  this  present  lyf  moken 

men  bUsftil,  sin  that,  whan  thilke  solve 

lyf  is   ended,    it    ne  maketh   folk   no 

wreoohes? 

Metre  IY.    QuisQuis  uolet  perennem. 

What  manor  man,  stable  and  war,  that 
wole  founden  him  a  perdurable  sete,  and 
ne  wole  nat  ben  cast  down  with  the  loude 
blastes  of  the  wind  Euros;  and  wole 
despyse  the  see,  manasinge  with  flodes ;  5 
lat  him  esdiewen  to  bilde  on  the  cop 
of  the  mountaigne  or  in  the  moiste  sandes. 
For  the  felle  wind  Auster  tormenteth  the 
cop  of  the  mountaigne  with  all  his 
strengthes ;  and  the  lanse  sandes  refVisen  10 
to  beren  the  h«vy  wighte.       And  forthy, 
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if  thoa  wolt  fleen  the  perilous  aventitre, 
thai  U  to  «0yn,  of  the  worlde ;  have  minde 
oerteinly  to  fioohen  thyn  hons  of  a  merye 

15  cite  in  a  lowe  ftoon.  Fbr  al-thongh  the 
wind,  troahlin^  the  see,  thondre  with 
over-throwinges,  thou  that  art  put  in 
qniete,  and  weleAil  by  ttrengthe  of  thy 
palifl,  ihalt  leden  a  oleer  age,  eoominge 

JO  the  woodneaes  and  the  ires  of  the  eyr. 

PaosxY.   SetcumratUmMmiaminU, 

But  for  as  moohe  as  the  norisihinges 
ofmyzesonns  desoenden  nowin-to  thee, 
I  trowe  it  were  tyme  to  nsen  a  litel 
slarenger  medicyne&  Now  understond 
Sheer,  al  were  it  so  that  the  yiftee  of 
Eortnne  ne  were  nat  bmtel  ne  transitorie, 
what  is  ther  in  hem  that  may  be  thyn 
in  any  tyme,  <»  elles  that  it  nis  fonl,  yif 
that  it  be  considered  and  loked  perfltly  ? 

10  Bioheases,  ben  th^  preoions  l^  the  nature 
of  hem-self,  or  elles  by  the  nature  of 
thee?  What  is  most  worth  of  riohesses? 
Is  it  nat  gold  or  might  of  moneys 
assembled?     Certes,    thilke    gold   and 

15  thilke  moneye  shyneth  and  yereth  betere 
renonn  to  hem  that  despenden  it  thanne 
to  thilke  folk  that  mokeren  it ;  finr  avar^ 
ioe  maketh  alwey  mokereres  to  ben  hated, 
and  largesse  maketh  folk  eleer  of  renoun. 

x»  Por  sin  that  swich  thing  as  is  transferred 
£ram  o  man  to  another  ne  may  nat 
dwellen  with  no  man ;  certes,  thanne  is 
thilke  moneye  precious  whan  it  is  trans- 
lated into  other  liolk  and  stenteth  to  ben 

95  had,  by  usage  of  large  yevinge  of  him 
that  hath  pevm  it  And  also :  yif  that  al 
the  moneye  that  is  over-al  in  the  worlde 
were  gadered  toward  o  man,  it  sholde 
maken  alle  other  men  to  ben  nedy  as  of 

$0  that  And  oertes  a  Yoya  al  hool,  that 
is  to  §eym^  ioftA-o«i<t  osMiNMlnge,  ftilfilleth 
to-gidere  the  hering  of  moche  folk ;  but 
cartes,  yonre  richesMS  ne  mowen  nat 
passen  in-to  moohe  folkewith-oute  amen- 

55  nsinge.  And  whan  they  ben  apassed, 
nodes  they  maken  hem  pore  that  for-gon 
the  riohesses.  O  i  streite  and  nedy  depe 
I  this  ri<^esBe,  sin  that  many  folk  ne 
may  nat  han  it  al,  ne  al  may  it  nat 


oomen  to  o  man  with-outen  poyertee  of  40 
alle  other  folk!    And  the  shyninge  of 
gemmes,    that   I   depe   predoue    it(me$^ 
draweth  it  nat  the  eyen  of  Mk  to  hvai- 
WBidy  that  it  to  $evn,Jbr  the  beautee  9    But 
oertes,  3rif  ther  were  beautee  or  bountee  45 
in  the  shyninge  of  stones,  thilke  oleer> 
nesse  is  of  the  stones  hem-self,  and  nat 
of  men  ;  for  whiohe  I  wondre  gretly  that 
men  mervailen  on  swiohe  thinges.    For- 
why,  what  thing  is  it,  that  yif  it  wanteth  50 
moeving  and  joynture  of  sowle  and  body, 
that  by  right  mighte  semen  a  fidr  crea- 
ture to  him  that  hath  a  sowle  of  resoun  ? 
For  al  be  it  so  that  gemmes  drawen  to 
hem-self  a  litel  of  the  lasts  beautee  of  the  55 
world,  through  the  entente  of  hir  creatour 
and  through  the  distinocioun  of  hem-self ; 
yit,  for  as  mochel  as  they  ben  put  under 
youre  excellence,  Jhayne  han  nat  deserved 
l^  no  wey  that  je  sholden  mervailen  on  60 
hem«  And  the  beautee  of  feldes,  delyteth 
it  nat  mochel  un-to  yow?  * 

Boeee,  *  Why  sholde  it  nat  delyten  us, 
sin  that  it  is  a  right  fidr  poroioun  of  the 
right  fkire  werke,  that  is  to  seyHy  of  this  6s 
foorld  ?  And  right  so  ben  we  gladed  som- 
tyme  of  the  fkoe  of  the  see  whan  it  is 
<deer;  and  also  mervailen  we  on  the 
hevene  and  on  the  sterres,  and  on  the 
Sonne  and  on  the  mone.*  7^ 

PhOosophifS,  *  Aperteneth,*  quod  she, 
*any  of  thilke  thinges  to  thee?  Why 
darst  thou  glorifyen  thee  in  the  shyninge 
of  any  swiohe  thinges?  Art  thou  dis- 
tingwed  and  embdised  by  the  springinge  75 
floures  of  the  first  somer  sesoun,  or 
swelleth  thy  plentee  in  the  fruites  of 
somer?  Why  art  thou  ravisshed  with 
ydeljoyes?  Why  embraoest  thou  straunge 
goodes  as  they  weren  thyne  ?  Fortune  ne  80 
shal  never  maken  that  swiohe  thinges 
ben  thyne,  that  nature  of  thinges  hath 
maked  foreine  fro  thee.  Sooth  is  that, 
with-outen  doute,  the  frutes  of  the  erthe 
owen  to  ben  to  the  norissinge  of  bastes.  85 
And  yif  thou  wdt  Ailillle  thy  nede  after 
that  it  suf^^seth  to  nature,  than  is  it  no 
nede  that  thou  seke  after  the  superfluitee 
of  fortune.  For  with  tal  fewe  things 
and  with  tdl  litel  thinges  nature  halt  hir  90 
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Apayed ;  and  yif  thon  wolt  achoken  the 
fhlfillinge  of  nature  mth  saperfloitees, 
certefl,  thilke  thinges  that  thon  wolt 
thresten  or  pouren  in-to  nature  shullen 
95  ben  tmjoyftil  to  thee,  or  elles  anoyons. 
Wenest  thou  eek  that  it  be  a  fair  thing 
to  shyne  with  dyverse  dothinge?  Of 
whiohe  olothinge  yif  the  beantee  be 
agreeable  to  loken  up-on,  I  wol  mervailen 

loo  on  the  nature  of  the  matere  of  thilke 
clothes,  or  elles  on  the  werkman  that 
wronghte  hem.  But  alBO  a  long  route  of 
meynee,  maketh  that  a  bUaftd  man  ?  The 
whiche  servants,  yif  they  ben  yioious  of 

fQ5  oondiciouns,  it  is  a  great  charge  and  a 
distrucoioun  to  the  hous,  and  a  greet 
enemy  to  the  lord  him-self.  And  yif  they 
ben  goode  men,  how  shal  straunge  or 
foreine  goodnesse  ben  put  in  the  noumbre 

no  of  thy  richesse?  So  that,  l^  all  these 
forseide  thinges,  it  is  clearly  y-shewed, 
that  never  oon  of  thilke  thinges  that 
thou  aoountedest  for  thyne  goodes  nas 
nat  thy  good.    In  the  whiche  thinges, 

115  yif  ther  be  no  beautee  to  ben  desyred, 
why  sholdest  thou  ben  sory  yif  thou  lese 
hem,  or  why  sholdest  thou  rejoysen  thee 
to  holden  hem?  For  yif  they  ben  fjoire 
of  hir  owne  kinde,  what  aperteneth  that 

I30  to  thee  ?  For  al  so  wel  eholden  they  han 
ben  faire  by  hem-selve,  though  they  weren 
departed  fram  alle  thyne  richesses.  For- 
why  faire  ne  precious  ne  weren  they  nat, 
for  that  they  oomen  among  thy  richesses ; 

12$  ^^^1  ^or  they  semeden  £ure  and  precious, 
ther-for  thou  haddest  lever  rekne  hem 
amonges  thy  richesses.  But  what  de- 
sirest  thou  of  Fortune  with  so  grete  a 
noise,  and  with  so  grete  a  £Bffe  ?    I  trowe 

130  thou  seke  to  dryve  awey  nede  with  ha- 
bundaunce  of  thinges;  but  certes,  it 
tometh  to  you  al  in  the  contrarie. 
Forwhy  certes,  it  nedeth  of  ftil  manye 
helpinges   to   kepen    the    diversitee   of 

135  precious  ostelments.  And  sooth  it  is, 
that  of  manye  thinges  han  they  nede 
that  manye  thinges  han  ;  and  ayeinward, 
of  Utel  nedeth  hem  that  mesuren  hir  fiUe 
after  the  nede  of  kinde,  and  nat  after 

140  the  outrage  of  coveityse.  Is  it  thanne  so, 
that  ye  men   ne  han  no  proper   good 


y-set  in  you,  for  which  ye  moten  seken 
outward  youre  goodes  in  foreine  and 
subgit  thinges?  So  is  thanne  the  con- 
dicioun  of  thinges  tomed  up-so-down,  145 
that  a  man,  that  is  a  devyne  beest  by 
merite  of  his  resoun,  thinketh  that  him- 
self nis  neither  faire  ne  noble,  but-yif 
it  be  thomgh  possessioun  of  ostelments 
that  ne  han  no  sowles.  And  certes,  al  150 
other  thinges  ben  ai>ayed  of  hir  owne 
beautee ;  but  ye  men,  that  ben  semblable 
to  god  by  your  resonable  thought,  desiren 
to  aparailen  your  excellent  kinde  of  the 
lowest  thinges ;  ne  ye  understonden  nat  155 
how  greet  a  wrong  ye  don  to  your 
creatour.  For  he  wolde  that  mankinde 
were  most  worthy  and  noble  of  any  othre 
erthely  thinges ;  and  ye  threste  adouu 
your  digniteesbenethe  the  lowest  thinges.  160 
For  yif  that  al  the  good  of  every  thinge 
be  more  precious  than  is  thilke  thing 
whos  that  the  good  is :  sin  ye  demon 
that  the  fouleste  thinges  ben  youre 
goodes,  thanne  submitten  ye  and  putten  16$ 
your-selven  under  tho  fouleste  thinges 
by  your  estimacioun;  and  certes,  this 
tydeth  nat  with-oute  youre  desertes.  For 
certes,  swiche  is  the  condicioun  of  alle 
mankinde,  that  only  whan  it  hath  know-  170 
inge  of  it-selve,  than  passeth  it  in 
noblesse  alle  other  thinges;  and  whan 
it  forleteth  the  knowinge  of  it-self,  than 
is  it  brought  binethen  alle  beestea  For- 
why al  other  livinge  beestes  han  of  kinde  175 
to  knowe  nat  hem-self;  but  whan  that 
men  leten  the  luiowinge  of  hemself,  it 
cometh  hem  of  vice.  But  how  brode 
sheweth  the  errour  and  the  folye  of  yow 
men,  that  wenen  that  aniy  thing  may  180 
ben  aparailed  with  straunge  aparaile- 
ments  I  But  for  sothe  that  may  nat  ben 
doon.  For  yif  a  wight  shyneth  with 
thinges  that  ben  put  to  him,  <i9  thtu,  if 
thUke  tJungei  ihynen  with  wJUch  a  man  U  185 
aparailed,  certes,  thilke  thinges  ben 
oomended  and  preysed  with  which  he  is 
aparailed;  but  natheles,  the  thing  that 
is  covered  and  wrapped  under  that 
dwelleth  in  his  filthe.  And  I  denye  190 
that  thilke  thing  be  good  that  anoyeth 
him  that  hath  it,     Gabbe  I   of  this? 
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Thon  wolt  seye  "  nay.**  Gertes,  riohoMeg 
han  anoyed  ful  ofte  hem  that  han  tho 

195  richeflses ;  sin  that  eyery  vikked  shrewe, 
(and  for  hii  -wikkedneMO  the  more  gredy 
after  other  folkes  riohciog,  wher-eo  ever 
it  be  in  any  place,  be  it  gold  or  preoioxiB 
stonee),  weneth  him  only  most  worthy 

aoo  that  hath  hem.  Thou  thanne,  that  so 
buy  dredeet  now  the  Bwerd  and  now  the 
spere,  yif  thon  haddeet  entred  in  the 
path  of  this  lyf  a  voide  wayferinge  man, 
than  woldeet  thon  singe  befom  the  theef ; 

aio  at  who  aeith,  a  pore  mofi,  that  berth  no 
richest  on  JUm  &y  the  toaye,  may  boldely 
singe  bifijm  ihevea^  ftr  he  hath  not  iohercf 
to  ben  robbed.  O  preoions  and  ri^t  oleer 
is  the  UisftUnesse  of  mortal  richesseSf 

215  that,  whan  thon  hast  geten  it,  than  hast 
thou  lorn  thy  sikemeaw ! 

MaTBS  y .    Felix  nhrdttm  prior  etas, 

BlisAilVafl  the  first  age  of  men  !  They 
helden  hem  ape^ed  with  the  metes  that 
the  trewe  feldes  bronghten  forth.  They 
ne  distrc^yede  nor  deceiyede  nat  hem-self 
5  with  outrage.  They  weren  wont  lightly 
to  slaken  hir  hnnger  at  even  with  acomes 
of  okes.  They  ne  coade  nat  medly  the 
yifte  of  Bachns  to  the  deer  hony  \  thai 
i»  to  Btyn,  they  ooude  make  no  ptment  nor 

10  darree ;  ne  they  oonde  nat  medio  the 
brighte  fleesee  of  the  oontree  of  Seriens 
with  the  venim  of  Tyrie ;  thie  is  to  sayn, 
they  ooude  nait  deyen  whyte  fleeeu  of  Serien 
contree  with  the  blode  of  a  maner  ehe^/tsthe 

15  that  menjinden  in  Tyrie^  with  wMche  blood 
men  deyen  purpur.  They  slepen  hoolsom 
slopes  ui>-on  the  gras,  and  dronken  of  the 
renninge  wateres;  and  layen  nnder  the 
shadwes  of  the  heye  pyn-trees.    Ne  no 

20  gest  ne  straongere  ne  carf  yit  the  heye 
see  with  ores  or  with  shippes ;  ne  they 
ne  hadde  seyn  yit  none  newe  strondes, 
to  leden  marohaondyse  in-to  dyrerse 
contrees.    Tho  weren  the  omel  ohurionns 

35  fill  host  and  ftil  stille,  ne  blood  y-ehad 
by  egre  hate  ne  hadde  nat  deyed  yit 
armnres.  For  wher-to  or  which  wood- 
nesse  of  enemys  wolde  first  moeven  armes, 
whan  they  seyen  crael  wonndeti  ne  none 


medes  be  of  blood  y-shad  ?       I  wolde  30 
that  onre  tymes  sholde  tome  i^ein  to 
the  olde  maneres !    Bnt  the  angnissoos 
love  of  havinge  brenneth  in  folk  more 
omely  than  the  tyt  of  the  monntaijgne 
Ethna,  thai  ay  brenneth.     Alias!   what  35 
was  he  that  first  dalf  np  the  gobetes  or 
the  weightes  of  gold  covered  nnder  erthe, 
and  the  precioos  stones  that  wolden  han 
ben  hid?     He  dalf  np  precious  perils. 
T%at  is  to  myn,  that  he  that  hem  /tret  up  40 
da^ft  he  dalf  up  a  precious  peril;  for-why 
fbr  the  predousnesee  ofswiehe  th4nget  haJth 
numymanbeninpeiriL 

Pross  VI.  Quid  autem  de  dignitatibus. 

Bat  what  shal  I  seye  of  dignitees  and 
of  powers,  the  whiche  ye  men,  that 
neither  knowen  verray  dlgnitee  ne  verray 
power,  areysen  hem  as  heye  as  the 
hevene?  The  whiche  dignitees  and  5 
ix>wers,  yif  they  comtn  to  any  wikked 
man,  they  don  as  grete  dami^fes  and 
destmcdoans  as  doth  the  flanmbe  of  the 
monntaigne  Bthna,  whan  the  fiaombe 
walweth  np ;  ne  no  delnge  ne  doth  so  10 
omel  harmes.  Oertes,  thee  remembreth 
wel,  as  I  trowe,  that  thilke  dignitee  that 
men  clepen  the  imperie  of  consolers,  tho 
whiche  that  whylom  was  biginninge  of 
fredom,  yonre  eldres  ooveiteden  to  han  15 
don  away  that  dignitee,  for  the  pryde  of 
the  consolers.  And  right  for  the  same 
pryde  your  eldres,  bifom  that  tyme, 
hadden  don  awey,  out  of  the  citee  of 
Bome,  the  kinges  name ;  that  is  to  seyn,  90 
they  nolde  Jtan  no  lenger  no  king,  Bnt  now, 
yif  so  be  that  dignitees  and  powers  bo 
yeven  to  goode  men,  the  whiche  thing 
is  All  selde,  what  agreable  thing  is  ther 
in  tho  dignitees  or  powers  bnt  only  the  35 
goodnesse  of  folkes  that  nsen  hem  ?  And 
therfor  it  is  thus,  that  honoor  ne  c<»nth 
nat  to  vertu  for  cause  of  dignitee,  but 
a3reinward  honour  comth  to  dignitee  for 
cause  of  vertu.  But  whiche  is  thilke  50 
youre  dereworthe  power,  that  is  so  deer 
and  so  reqtierable?  O  ye  ertheliohe 
bestes,  oonsidere  ye  nat  over  which 
thinge  that  it  seme^  that  yo  han  power  ? 
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35  Now  yif  thon  saye  a  mons  amonges  other 
2xiys,  that  chahiimged  to  him-self-ward 
right  and  power  over  alle  other  mys, 
how  greet  scorn  woldest  thoa  han  of  it ! 
Glosa.  SofanrethUbymm;  thebodyhath 

^o  power  over  the  body.  For  yif  thou  loke 
wel  up-on  the  body  of  a  wight,  what 
thing  shalt  thou  finde  more  freelethan  is 

'  mankinde ;  the  whiche  men  wel  ofte  ben 
slayn  with  bytinge  of  smale  flyes,  or  elles 

45  with  the  entringe  of  crepinge  wormes 
in-to  the  privetees  of  mannes  body  ?  But 
wher  shal  man  finden  any  man  that  may 
exercen  or  haunten  any  right  up-on 
another  man,  but  only  up-on  his  body, 

50  or  ellee  up-on  thingea  that  ben  lowere 
than  the  body,  the  whiohe  I  clepe  for^ 
tunous  iKNMeesiounfl  ?  Mayst  thou  ever 
have  any  comaundement  over  a  free 
corage?  Hayst  thou  remuen  fro  the  eetat 

55  of  his  propre  reste  a  thought  that  is 
dyvinge  to-gidere  in  him-self  by  stede- 
£EU!t  resoun?  Ab  whylom  a  l^yraunt 
wende  to  oonfounde  a  free  man  of  corage, 
and  wende  to  constreyne  him  by  torment, 

60  to  maken  him  disooveren  and  acusen  fblk 
that  wisten  of  a  coniuracioun,  which  I 
(Xepe  a  confederacies  that  was  cast  ayeins 
this  tyraunt ;  but  this  free  man  boot  of 
his  owne  tonge  and  caste  it  in  the  visage 

6s  of  thilke  wode  lyraunt ;  so  that  the  tor- 
ments that  this  tyraunt  wende  to  han 
maked  matere  of  orueltee,  this  wyse  man 
maked  it  matere  of  vertu. 
But  what  thing  is  it  that  a  man  may 

70  don  to  another  man,  that  he  ne  may 
reoeyven  the  same  thing  of  othre  folk 
in  him-flelf :  or  thuiy  uihat  may  a  man  don 
to  folks  ihatfoik  ne  may  don  him  the  samef 
I  have  herd  told  of  Busirides,  that  was 

75  wont  to  sleen  his  gestes  that  herberweden 
in  his  hous ;  and  he  was  slejm  him-self 
of  Eroules  that  was  his  gest.  Begulus 
hadde  taken  in  bataile  many  men  of 
Affrike  and  cast  hem  in-to  feteres;  but 

80  sone  after  he  moste  yeve  his  handes  to 
ben  bounde  with  the  oheynes  of  hem  that 
he  hadde  whylom  overoomen.  Wenest 
thou  thanne  that  he  be  mighty,  that 
hath  no  power  to  don  a  thing,  that  othre 

85  ne  may  don  in  him  that  he  doth  in  othre? 


And  jdt  more-over,  yif  it  so  were  that 
thise  dignitees  or  poweres  hadden  any 
propre  or  natural  goodnesse  in  hem-self, 
never  nolden  they  oomen  to  shrewes. 
For  contrarious  thinges  ne  ben  nat  wont  90 
to  ben  y-felawshiped  to-gidere.  Nature 
reAiseth  that  contrarious  thinges  ben 
y-joigned.  And  so,  as  I  am  in  oertein 
that  right  wikked  folk  han  dignitees  ofte 
tyme^  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  dignitees  95 
and  powers  ne  ben  nat  goode  of  hir  owne 
kinde ;  sin  that  they  suffiren  hem-self  to 
eleven  or  joinen  hem  to  shrewes.  And 
oertes,  the  same  thing  may  I  most 
digneliohe  jugen  and  soyn  cf  alle  the  100 
yifbes  of  fortune  that  most  plentevously 
comen  to  shrewes ;  of  the  whiohe  yiftes, 
I  trowe  that  it  oughte  ben  considered, 
that  no  man  douteth  tiiat  he  nis  strong 
in  whom  he  seeth  strengthe ;  and  in  105 
whom  that  swiftnesse  is,  sooth  it  is  that 
he  is  swift.  Also  musike  maketh  mu- 
sioiens,  and  phisike  maketh  phisioiens, 
and  rethorike  rethoriena  For-why  the 
nature  of  every  thing  maketh  his  pro-  110 
pretee,  ne  it  is  nat  entremedled  with  the 
effects  of  the  contrarious  thinges ;  and, 
as  of  wil,  it  chaseth  out  thinges  that  ben 
to  it  contrarie.  But  certes,  richesse  may 
not  restr^yne  avarice  unstaunohed ;  ne  115 
power  ne  maketh  nat  a  man  mighty 
over  him-sel^  whiche  that  vicious  lustes 
holden  destreyned  with  oheynes  that  ne 
mowen  nat  be  unbounden.  And  digni- 
tees that  ben  yeven  to  shrewede  folk  nat  lao 
only  ne  maketh  hem  nat  digne,  but  it 
sheweth  rather  al  openly  that  they  ben 
unworthy  and  undigne.  And  why  is  it 
thus  ?  Oertes,  for  ye  han  joye  to  depen 
thinges  with  f)&lse  names  that  beren  hem  125 
alle  in  the  contrarie ;  the  whiche  names 
ben  ful  ofte  reproeved  by  the  effeote  of 
the  same  thinges;  so  that  thise  ilke 
richesses  ne  oughten  nat  by  right  to  ben 
deped  richesses ;  ne  swioh  power  ne  130 
oughte  nat  ben  deped  power  ;  ne  swich 
dignitee  ne  oughte  nat  ben  deped  dig- 
nitee.  And  at  the  laste,  I  may  con- 
clude the  same  thing  of  alle  the  yiftes 
of  Fortune,  in  which  ther  nis  nothing  135 
to  ben  desijrad,  ne  that  hath  in  him<«elf 
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nafcurel  boanteei  m  it  is  ftil  wel  y  tam. 
For  neither  they  ne  joiipieii  hem  nat 
alwey  to  goode  men,  ne  maken  hem 
140  alwey  goode  to  whom  that  they  hen 
y-joigned. 

IUtrs  TL    NindiHus  quamtat  dedmit 

We  han  wel  knowen  how  many  grete 
harmes  and  destmocioonfl  weren  don  by 
the  emperor  Nero,  He  leet  hrenne  the 
oitee   of  Bome,   and   made   ileen    the 

5  tenatooref.  And  he,  omel,  whylom  ilew 
his  hrother;  and  he  was  maked  moist 
with  the  Uood  of  his  moder ;  that  it  to 
teyn,  he  Uet  eieen  and  eUtteH  the  body  of 
hiM  moder  ^  to  men  voher  he  %oa$  conceived ; 

10  and  he  loked  on  every  halve  np-on  her 
oolde  dede  body,  ne  no  tere  ne  wette  his 
fibce,  bat  he  wte  eo  hard^herted  that  he 
mighte  ben  domes-man  or  jnge  of  hir 
dede  beantee.    And  natheles,  yit  govem- 

15  ede  this  Nero  by  ceptre  alle  tiie  poeples 
that  Fhebns  the  Sonne  may  seen,  oom- 
inge  from  his  ontereste  aiysinge  til  he 
hyde  his  hemes  nnder  the  wawes ;  that 
U  to  eeyn^  As  governed  aUe  (he  poeplet  by 

so  ceptre  imperial  that  the  eonne  goth  ahoute^ 
from  e$t  to  weet.  And  eek  thie  Nero 
governed  by  ceptre  alle  the  poeples  that 
ben  nnder  the  oolde  sterres  that  highten 
**Beptemtriones";  thisietoeeynyhegover- 

»S  «Mds  alle  the  poepHee  thai  ben  under  the 
party  of  the  noriK  And  eek  Nero  governed 
alle  the  poeples  that  the  violent  wind 
Kothns  soorkleth,  and  baketh  the  bren- 
ning  sandes  by  his  drye  hete ;  that  ie  to 

30  seyw,  aUe  the  poepiee  in  the  mmth,  Bnt  yit 
ne  mighte  nat  al  his  hye  power  tome  the 
woodnesse  of  this  wikked  Kero.  Alias  i 
it  is  a  grevons  fortune,  as  oAe  as  wikked 
Bwerd  is  joigned  to  cruel  venim ;  that  it 

35  to  teyn,  venimout  crueUee  to  lordthippe,' 

Pbosx  yn.    Turn  egOy  tdtt  inguam, 

Thaane  seyde  I  thus :  *  Thon  west  wel 

thy-self  tiiat   the   ooveitise   of  mortal 

thinges  ne  hadde  never  lordshipe  of  me  ; 

bnt  I  have  wel  desired  matere  of  thinges 

5  to  done,  as  who  tetth,  I  deeire  to  han 


matere  of  governawnet  over  eomunaliteet^ 
for  verta,  stille,  ne  sholde  nat  elden  ;* 
that  U  to  teynt  that  [him]  lette  that,  or  he 
weu  olde,  hit  vertuy  that  lay  now  fut  Mle, 
nethomld  nat  perittheuneaeercited  in  govern-  10 
atmee  of  ccm\mt ;  for  toMcfc  mien  mighten 
tpeken  or  wryten  of  hit  goode  goveme^ 

PhUoeopkye,     *For  sothe,'  qnod  she, 
'and  that  is  a  thing  that  may  drawen  15 
to   govemannce  swiche   hertes  as  ben 
worthy  and  noUe  of  hir  natore ;  bnt 
natheles,  it  may  nat  drawen  or  toUen 
swiche  hertes  as  ben  y-bronght  to  the 
ftiUe  perfocdonn  of  vertn,  that  is  to  seyn,  ao 
ooveitise  of  glorie  and  renonn  to  han  wel 
administred  the  oomnne  thinges  or  don 
gode  desertes  to  profit  of  the  comnne. 
For  see  now  and  oonsidere,  how  litel  and 
how  voide  of  alle  prys  is  thilke  glorie.  35 
Gertein  thing  is,  as  then  hast  lemed  by 
the  demonstraoionn  of  astronomye,  that 
al  the  environinge  of  the  erthe  aboute 
ne  halt  nat  bat  the  resoon  of  a  prikke 
at  regard  of  the  greetnesse  of  hevene ;  30 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  yif  ther  were  maked 
oomparisoon  of  the  erthe  to  the  greet- 
nesse of  hevene,  men  wolden  jogen  in  al, 
that  the  erthe  ne  helde  no  spaoe.    Of  the 
whiohe  litel  regioon  of  this  worlde,  the  35 
ferthe  partye  is  enhabited  with  livinge 
bestes  that  we  knowen,  as  thon  thyself 
hast  y-lemed  by  Tholomee  that  proveth 
it.    And  yif  thon  haddest  with-drawen 
and  abated  in  thy  thonght  fro  thilke  40 
furthe  partye  as  moohe  space  as  the  see 
and  the  mareys  oontenen  and  over-goon, 
and  as  moohe  tpmoe  as  the  regioon  of 
dronghte  over-streooheth,  that  it  to  teyn, 
tandet  and  detertety  wel  nnnethe  sholde  45 
ther  dweUen  a  right  streit  place  to  the 
habitacioon  of  men.     And  ye  thanne, 
that  ben  environed  and  dosed  with-in 
the  leste  prikke  of  thilke  prikke,  thinken 
ye  to  manifesten  yonr  renonn  and  don  50 
yonre  name  to  ben  bom  forth?     Bat 
your  glorie,  that  is  so  narwe  and   so 
streite  y-throngen  in-to  so  litel  bonndes, 
how  moohel  ooveiteth  it  in  largesse  and 
in  greet  doinge  ?    And  also  sette  this  55 
there-to :  that  many  a  nadoan,  dyverse 
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of  tonge  and  of  maneres  and  eek  of 
reflotm  of  hir  livinge,  ben  enhabited  in 
the  clofl  of  thilke  litel  haUtade ;  to  the 

60  whiohe  naoionnf,  what  for  difficnltee  of 
weyes  and  what  for  dyversitee  of  Ian- 
gages,  and  what  for  d^nte  of  ontuage 
and  entreoomaninge  of  marohanndige, 
nat  only  the  names  of  singoler  men  ne 

^  may  nat  streochen,  bat  eek  the  &me  of 
citees  ne  may  nat  streochen.  At  the 
laste,  certes,  in  the  tyme  of  Marcna 
Tollias,  as  him-self  writ  in  his  book,  that 
the  xenoon  of  the  comone  of  Bome  ne 

70  hadde  nat  yit  passed  ne  clonmben  over 
the  monntaigne  that  highte  Oaucasos ; 
and  yit  was,  thilke  tyme,  Bome  wel 
waxen  and  greetly  redonted  of  the  Peurthes 
and  eek  of  other  folk  enhabitinge  abonte. 

75  Seeetow  nat  thanne  how  streit  and  how 
compressed  is  thilke  glorie  that  ye  trav- 
ailen  abonte  to  shewe  and  to  mnltiplye  ? 
May  thanne  the  glorie  of  a  singoler 
Bomaine  strecohen  thider  as  the  £une 

80  of  the  name  of  Bome  may  nat  olimben 
ne  passen?  And  eek,  seestow  nat  that 
the  maneres  of  dyverse  folk  and  eek  hir 
lawes  ben  discordannt  among  hem-self; 
so  that  thilke  thing  that  som  men  jugen 

85  worthy  of  preysinge,  other  folk  jngen 
that  it  is  worthy  of  torment  ?  And  ther- 
of  oomth  it  that,  thongh  a  man  delyte 
him  in  preysinge  of  his  renonn,  he  may 
nat  in  no  wyse  bringen  forth  ne  spreden 

90  his  name  to  many  maner  poeplesi  There- 
for every  man  onghte  to  ben  apayed  of 
his  glorie  that  is  pnblisshed  among  his 
owne  neighbours;  and  thilke  noble  re- 
noon  shal   ben   restreyned  within   the 

95  boondes  of  o  manere  folke.  Bot  how 
many  a  man,  that  was  fhl  noble  in  his 
tyme,  hath  the  wreoched  and  nedy 
foryetinge  of  wryteres  pot  cot  of  minde 
and  don  awey  I    Al  be  it  so  that,  oertes, 

too  thilke  wrytinges  profiten  litel ;  the  whiohe 
wrytinges  long  and  derk  elde  doth  awey, 
bothe  hem  and  eek  hir  aotoors.  Bot  ye 
men  semen  to  geten  yow  a  perdorabletee, 
whan   ye   thenken   that,    in    tyme   to- 

105  cominge,  yoor  fame  shal  lasten.  Bot 
natheles,  jdf  thoo  wolt  mokcn  compari- 
soon  to  the  endeles  spaces  of  otemitoe, 


what  thing  hast  thoo  by  whiche  thoo 
mayst  rejoysen  thee  of  long  lastinge  of 
thy  name?  For  yif  ther  were  maked  no 
oomparisoon  of  the  abydinge  of  a  moment 
to  ten  thoosand  winter,  for  as  mochel  as 
bothe  the  spaces  ben  ended,  jdt  hath  the 
moment  som  poroioon  of  it,  al-thoogh  it 
litel  be.  Bot  natheles,  thilke  solve  noom-  115 
bre  of  yeres,  and  eek  as  many  yeres  as 
ther-to  may  be  moltiplyed,  ne  may  nat, 
certes,  ben  comparisoned  to  the  perdora- 
bletee that  is  endeles ;  for  of  thinges  that 
ban  ende  may  be  maked  oomparisoon,  tjo 
bot  of  thinges  that  ben  with-ooten  ende, 
to  thinges  that  han  ende,  may  be  maked 
no  oomparisoon.  And  forthyis  it  that, 
al-thoogh  renoon,  of  as  long  tyme  as  ever 
thee  list  to  thinken,  were  thonght  to  the  125 
regard  of  etemitee,  that  is  onstaonchable 
and  infinit,  it  ne  sholde  nat  only  semen 
litel,  bot  pleynliche  right  naoght.  Bot 
ye  men,  certes,  ne  oonne  don  nothing 
a-right,  bot-yif  it  be  for  the  aodience  130 
of  poeple  and  for  ydel  romoors;  and 
ye  forsaken  the  grete  worthinesse  of 
conscience  and  of  verto,  and  ye  seken 
yoor  goerdoons  of  the  smale  wordes  of 
straonge  folk.  Have  now  heer  and  135 
onderstonde,  in  the  lightnesse  of  swich 
pryde  and  veine  glorie,  how  a  man 
scomede  festivaly  and  merily  swich  vani- 
tee.  Whylom  ther  was  a  man  that 
hadde  assayed  with  stxyvinge  wordes  140 
another  man,  the  whiche,  nat  for  osage 
of  verray  verto  bot  for  prood  veine 
glorie,  had  taken  op-on  him  falsly  the 
name  of  a  philosophre.  This  rather  man 
that  Itpak  (^thooghte  he  wolde  assaye,  145 
wher  he,  thilke,  were  a  philosophre  or 
no ;  that  is  to  seyn,  yif  that  he  wolde 
han  soffired  lightly  in  pacience  the 
wronges  that  weren  don  on-to  him.  This 
feynede  philosophre  took  pacience  a  litel  150 
whyle,  and,  whan  he  hadde  received 
wordes  of  ootrage,  he,  as  in  strjrvinge 
ayein  and  rejoysinge  of  him-self,  seyde 
at  the  laste  right  thos:  "onderstondest 
thoo  nat  that  I  am  a  philosophre  ?  '*  That  i  ^ 
other  man  answerde  ayein  fdl  bytingly, 
and  seyde ;  **  I  hadde  wel  onderstonden 
it,  yif  thoo  haddest  holden  thy  tonge 
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BtiUe.'*     But  wli«fc  ii  it  to  IUm  noble 

160  worthy  men  (for,  oertee,  of  swiohe  folke 
speke  I)  that  M^en  glorie  -with  vertn? 
What  ie  it?'  quod  she ;  'what  atteyneth 
fame  to  iwiche  folk,  whan  the  body  ia 
reeolved  by  the  deeth  at  the  laateP    For 

165  yif  it  so  be  that  men  dyen  in  al,  that 
i$  to  9eyHj  body  and  totke,  the  whiohe 
thing  oar  resonn  defendeth  ns  to  bileven, 
thanne  is  ther  no  glorie  in  no  wyse.  For 
what  Aolde  thUke  glorU  &en,  whan  he, 

170  of  whom  thilke  glorie  is  seyd  to  be,  nis 
right  nanght  in  no  wyseP  And  yif  ihe 
soide,  whiohe  that  hath  in  it-self  soienoe 
of  goode  werhes,  nnbonnden  fro  the 
prison  of  the  erthe,  wendeth  frely  to  the 

i75hevene,  despyseth  it  nat  thanne  alle 
erthely  occnpacioan;  and,  being  in 
hevene,  rej<^yseth  that  it  is  exempt  fro 
alle  erthely  thinges?  Ai  ioho  ieith,  thamm 
rekJteth  the  9owU  of  no  ifiorie  of  rmoun 

i9ocfth4$  world, 

Ibmui  yn.   Quicunque  9okm  mewte 
praee^Uijpetit, 

"Who-eo  that,  with  orerthrowinge 
thought,  only  seketh  glorie  of  fame, 
and  weneth  that  it  be  sovereyn  good : 
lat  him  loken  np-on  the  brode  shewinge 
5  contrees  of  hevene,  and  np-on  the  streite 
site  of  this  erthe;  and  he  shal  ben 
ashamed  of  the  encrees  of  his  name,  that 
may  nat  ftilfiUe  the  litel  compas  cf  the 
erthe,    O !  what  ooveiten  pronde  folk  to 

10  liften  np  hir  nekkes  in  ydel  in  the  dedly 
yok  cf  thie  woride  ?  For  al-thongh  that 
renonn  y-sprad,  passinge  to  feme  poeples, 
goth  l^  dyverse  tonges ;  and  al-thoogh 
that  grete  houses  or  kinredes  shynen 

15  with  dere  titles  of  honours;  jrit,  natheles, 
deeth  despyseth  alle  heye  glorie  of  fame  : 
and  deeth  wrappeth  to-gidere  the  heye 
hevedee  and  the  lowe,  and  maketh  egal 
and  evene  the  heyeste  to  the  loweste. 

ao  Wher  wonen  now  the  bones  of  trewe 
Fabricins?  What  is  now  Brntns,  or 
stieme  Catoon?  The  thinne  £une,  yit 
lastinge,  of  hir  ydel  names,  is  marked 
with  a  fewe  lettres ;  bat  al-though  that 

«5  we  han  knowen  the  fkire  wordes  of  the 


fiunes  of  hem,  it  is  nat  yeven  to  knowe 
hem  that  ben  dede  and  consompte.   Lig- 
geth  thanne  stille,  al  ontrdy  unknow- 
able; ne&mene  maketh  yow  nat  knowe. 
And  yif  ye  wene  to  liven  the  longer  for  50 
winde  of  yonr  mortal  name,  whan  o 
orael  day  shal  ravisshe  yow,  thanne  is 
the  seoonde  deeth  dwellinge  nn-to  yow.' 
Qlose.    Theftret  deeth  he  clepeth  heer  the      \ 
departinge  cfthe  body  and  the  eotcie  ;  and  35 
the  eeoonde  deeth  he  tiq^eth,  ae  heer^  the 
etimtkige  of  the  rtmoun  cffame, 

Paosa  ym.    Setneme  inexordbile  contra 
fortunam, 

*  Bat  for  as  mochel  as  thou  shalt  nat 
wenen,'  qnod  she,  *  that  I  here  ontretable 
bataile  ayeins  fortune,  yit  som-tyme  it 
bi&lleth  that  she,  deoeyvable,  deserveth 
to  han  right  good  thank  of  men ;  and  5 
that  is,  whan  she  hir-self  opneth,  and 
whan  she  descovereth  hir  frount,  and 
sheweth  hir  maneres.  Peraventure  3rit 
understondest  thou  nat  that  I  shal  seye. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  I  desire  to  telle,  and  10 
forthy  nnnethe  may  I  unpleyten  my 
sentence  with  wordes;  for  I  deme  that 
contrarious  Fortune  profiteth  more  to 
men  than  Fortune  debonaire.  For  al- 
wey,  whan  Fortune  semeth  debonaire,  15 
than  she  lyeth  fUsly  in  bihetinge  the 
hope  of  welefVilnesse ;  but  forsothe  oon- 
trarious  Fortune  is  alwey  soothfast,  whan 
she  sheweth  hir-self  unstable  thomgh 
hir  ohaunginge.  The  amiable  Fortune  ao 
deoeyveth  folk;  the  oontrarie  Fortune 
teoheth.  The  amiable  Fortune  bindeth 
with  the  beautee  of  fklse  goodes  the 
hertes  of  folk  that  usen  hem ;  the  con- 
trarie  Fortune  unbindeth  hem  by  the  25 
knowinge  of  freele  welefolnesse.  The 
amiable  Fortune  mayst  thou  seen  alwey 
f  windy  and  flowinge,  and  ever  mis- 
knowinge  of  hir-self;  the  oontrarie  For- 
tune is  atempre  and  rostreyned,  and  wys  30 
thomgh  exercise  of  hir  adversitee.  At 
the  laste,  amiable  Fortune  with  hir 
flateringes  draweth  miswandringe  men 
f^  the  Bovereyne  good ;  the  contrarious 
Fortune  ledeth  ofte  folk  ayein  to  sooth-  35 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


154 


(goet^ittc.    (gooS  n:  (niifti  vut 


ftst  goodes,  and  haleth  hem  ayein  as 
^th  an  hooke.  Wenest  thou  thanne 
that  thou  onghtest  to  leten  this  a  litel 
thing,    that    this    aspre    and    horrible 

40  Fortune  hath  discovered  to  thee  the 
thonghtes  of  thy  trewe  freendee?  For- 
why  this  ilke  Fortune  hath  departed 
and  unoorered  to  thee  hothe  the  certein 
visages  and  eek  the  doutons  visages  of 

45  thy  felawee.  Whan  she  departed  awey 
tro  thee,  she  took  awey  hir  freendee,  and 
lafte  thee  thyne  fireendes.  Now  whan 
thon  were  riohe  and  weleftil,  as  thee 
semede,  with  how  mochel  woldest  thou 

SO  han  bought  the  fVille  knowinge  of  this, 
thai  ia  to  sej/n,  the  knowinge  of  thy  verray 
freendee^  Now  pleyne  thee  nat  thanne 
of  richesse  y-lom,  sin  thon  hast  fonnden 
the  moste  precious  kinde  of  riohesses, 

55  that  is  to  seyn,  thy  verray  freendes. 

MBTRaYIH.   i^ttod  fMindm  dabfU 
fide. 

That  the  world  with  stable  feith  varieth 
aoordable  channginges ;  that  the  oon- 
trarioos   qnalitee    of  elements   holden 


among  hem-self  aliaimoe  perdurable;  that 
Phebus  the  sonne  with  his  goldene  chariot  5 
bringeth  forth  the  rosene  day ;  that  the 
mone  hath  oommaundement  over  the 
nightes,  which  nightes  Hesperus  the  eve- 
sterre  hath  brought ;  that  the  see,  greedy 
to  flowen,  oonstreyneth  with  a  certein  10 
ende  hise  flodes,  so  that  it  is  nat  levefdl 
to  strecche  hise  brode  termes  or  boundes 
up-on  the  erthes,  that  ia  to  Beyn^  to  eovere 
al  the  erthei — al  this  aoordaunoe  of 
thinges  is  bounden  with  Love,  that  15 
govemeth  erthe  and  see,  and  hath  also 
commaundements  to  the  hevenes.  And 
yif  this  Love  slakede  the  Inydeles,  alle 
thinges  that  now  loven  hem  to-gederes 
wolden  maken  a  bataile  continuely,  and  ao 
stryven  to  fordoon  the  fasoun  of  this 
worlde,  the  whiche  they  now  leden  in 
acordable  feith  by  feure  moevinges.  This 
Love  halt  to-gideres  peoples  joigned  with 
an  holy  bond,  and  knitteth  saorement  »S 
of  manages  of  chaste  loves ;  and  Love 
endyteth  lawes  to  trewe  fdawes.  O ! 
weleftil  were  mankinde,  jdf  thilke  Love 
that  govemeth  hevene  governed  youre 
conges  I'  90 


Explicit  Liber  secundiis. 
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Pkosk  L    lam  canium  iUafinierat, 

Bt  this  she  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  the  sweetnesse  of  hir  ditee  hadde 
thorugh-perced  me  that  was  desirous  of 
herkninge,    and   I   astoned   hadde   yit 

5  streighte  myn  eres,  that  U  to  sej/n,  to 
herkne  the  het  %ohai  the  vxdde  teye}  so 
that  a  litel  here-after  I  seyde  thus  :  *■  O 
thou  that  art  sovereyn  comfort  of  an- 
guissous  corages,  so  thou  hast  remounted 

10  and  norisshed  me  with  the  weighte  of 
thy  sentences  and  with  delyt  of  thy 
singinge ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat  now  that 
I  be  unparigal  to  the  strokes  of  Fortune : 
4u  who  eeyth^  I  dar  wel  now  tuffren  al  the 

15  anautet  of  Fortune^  and  wel  defende  me 


fro  hir.  And  tho  remedies  whiche  that 
thou  seydest  her-bifom  weren  right 
sharpe,  nat  only  that  I  am  nat  a-grisen 
of  hem  now,  but  I,  desirous  of  heringe, 
axe  gretely  to  heren  the  remedies.'  Than  ao 
seyde  she  thus :  *  That  felede  I  fhl  wel,' 
quod  she,  *whan  that  thou,  ententif  and 
stille,  ravisshedest  my  wordes;  and  I 
abood  til  that  thou  haddest  swioh  habite 
of  thy  thought  as  thou  hast  now ;  or  eUes  2$ 
til  that  I  my-self  hadde  maked  to  thee 
the  same  habit,  which  that  is  a  more 
verray  thing.  And  certes,  the  remenaunt 
of  thinges  that  ben  yit  to  seye  ben  swiche, 
that  first  whan  men  tasten  hem  they  ben  30 
bytinge,  but  whan  they  ben  receyved 
withixme  a  wight,  than  ben  th^  swete. 
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But  for  thou   a^yst   th«t  thou  art  lo 
desirous  to  herkne  hem,  with  how  gret 

35  hrexminge  woldest  thou  glowen,  jrif  thon 
wistest  whider  I  wol  leden  thee!' 
*WhideristhstP*  quod  I. 

*  To  thilke  yenraiy  weleftdneHe,'  qnod 
she,   'of  whiohe  thyn  herte  dremeth; 

40  bnt  for  as  moohe  as  thy  sights  is  ocupied 
and  distorbed  hy  imaginaoioim  oferikeiy 
tMngeBf  thou  mayst  nat  yit  seen  thilke 
•elye  welefolnesse.'  *■  Do,'  quod  I,  *  and 
shewe  me  what  is  thilke  verray  welefVil- 

45  nesse,  I  preye  thee,  with-onte  taryinge.' 

'That  wole  I  gladly  don,'  qnod  she, 

'  for  the  cause  of  thee ;  but  I  wol  first 

marken  thee  hy  wordes  and  I  wol  en- 

foroen  me  to  escformen  thee  thilke /aZ«0 

50  cause  cfbU^fUlnem$  that  thou  more  know- 
est;  so  that,  whan  thou  hast  ftilly  bi- 
holden.  thilke  false  goodes,  and  tomed 
thyn  eysn  to  that  other  syde,  thou  mowe 
knowe  the  deemesse  of  rerniy  blisfol- 

55 


IfaTBX  I.    Qui  $erere  ingemtum  uolet 
dgfum, 

Who-so  wole  fowe  a  feeld  plentivous, 
lat  him  first  deUvere  it  fro  thomes,  and 
kerye  asunder  with  his  hook  the  busshes 
and  the  fern,  so  that  the  com  may  comen 

5  heiT  of  o^M  and  of  gnyneB,  Hony  is 
the  more  swete,  yif  mouthes  han  first 
tasted  savoures  that  ben  wikkid.  The 
sterres  shynen  more  agreably  whan  the 
wind  Kothua  leteth  his  ploungy  blastes ; 

10  and  after  that  Lucifer  the  day-eterre 
hath  chased  awey  the  derke  night,  the 
day  the  fairere  ledeth  the  rosene  hors 
0/  the  mmne.  And  right  so  thou,  bi- 
holdinge  first  the  false  goodes,  bigin  to 

15  with-drawen  thy  nekke  fro  the  yok  a/ 
erthely  affeecioun$\  and  after-ward  the 
verray  goodes  shollen  entren  in-to  thy 
oorage.' 

Pboss  n.     Tunc  d^ftxo  paulhdum  uisu. 

Tho  fiistnede  ihe  a  litel  the  sighte  of 
hir  ^yen,  and  with-drow  hir  right  as  it 
were  in-to  the  streite  sete  of  hir  thought ; 


and  bigan  to  speke  right  thus :  'Allethe 
cures,'  quod  she,  '  of  mortal  folk,  whiohe  5 
that  trayaylen  hem  in  many  maner 
studies,  goon  oertes  hy  diverse  weyes, 
but  natheles  thcgr  enforoen  hem  alle  to 
comen  only  to  o<m  ende  of  blisAilnesse. 
And  blisfdlnesse  is  swiohe  a  good,  that  10 
who40  that  hath  geten  it,  he  ne  may, 
over  that,  no-thing  more  detyx^  And 
this  thing  is  forsothe  the  sovereyn  good 
that  conteyneth  in  him-self  alle  maner 
goodes ;  to  the  whiohe  good  yif  ther  15 
failede  any  thing,  it  mighte  nat  ben 
deped  sovereyn  good :  for  thanne  were 
ther  som  good,  out  of  this  ilke  sovereyn 
good,  that  mighte  ben  desired.  Now  is 
it  <Ueer  and  oertein  thanne,  that  blisftil-  30 
nesse  is  a  parfit  estat  hy  the  c<mgre- 
gaoioun  of  alle  goodes;  the  whiche 
blisftilnesse,  as  I  have  seyd,  alle  mortal 
folk  enforoen  hem  to  geten  hy  diverse 
w^es.  For-why  the  coveitise  of  verray  25 
good  is  naturelly  y-plaunted  in  the  hertes 
of  men;  but  the  miswandringe  errour 
mis-ledeth  ham  in-to  false  goodes.  Of 
the  whiohe  men,  som  of  hem  wenen  that 
soverejok  good  be  to  liven  with-oute  nede  30 
of  any  thing,  and  travaylen  hem  to  be 
haboundaunt  of  riohoMOS.  And  som 
other  men  demsn  that  sovereyn  good 
be,  for  to  ben  right  digne  of  reverenoe ; 
and  enforoen  hem  to  ben  reverenced  35 
among  hir  neighbours  by  the  honours 
that  they  han  y-geten.  And  som  folk 
ther  ben  that  holden,  that  right  heigh 
power  be  sovereyn  good,  and  enforoen 
hem  for  to  regnen,  or  elles  to  joignon  40 
hem  to  hem  that  regnen.  And  it  semeth 
to  some  other  folk,  that  noblesse  of  re- 
noun  be  the  sovereyn  good ;  and  hasten 
hem  to  geten  glorious  name  hy  the  arts 
of  werre  and  of  pees.  And  many  folk  45 
mesnren  and  gessen  that  sovereyn  good 
be  joye  and  gladnesse,  and  wenen  that 
it  be  right  blisfol  thing  to  ploungen  hem 
in  voluptuous  delyt.  And  ther  ben  folk 
that  entrechaungen  the  causes  and  the  5° 
ondes  of  thise  forseyde  goodes,  as  they 
that  desiren  richesses  to  han  power  and 
delytes ;  or  elles  they  desiren  power  for 
to  han  moneye,  or  for  cause  of  renoun. 
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55  In  thise  thlsges,  and  in  swiohe  othr* 
iliinges,  is  tomed  alle  the  entenoionn  of 
desiringes  and  of  'werkea  of  men;  as 
thus:  noblesse  and  foyoor  ci  people, 
whiche  that  yeveth  to  men,  as  it  semeth 

60  hem,  a  maner  cleemesse  of  renonn ;  and 
•wyf  and  children,  that  men  desizen  for 
cause  of  delyt  and  of  m^inesse.  Bat 
forsothe,  fir^xdes  ne  sholden  nat  be 
rekned  a-mong  the  godes  of  fdrtane,  bat 

6$  of  verta ;  for  it  is  a  ftil  holy  maner  thing. 
Alle  thise  othre  thinges,  forsothe,  ben 
taken  for  oaose  of  power  or  elles  for 
oaase  of  delyt.  Certes,  now  am  I  redy 
to  referren  the  goodes  of  the  body  to  thise 

70  forseide  thinges  aboYsn ;  for  it  semeth 
that  strengthe  and  gretnesse  of  body 
yeven  power  and  worthineflse,  and  that 
beaatee  and  swiftnease  yeven  noblesses 
and  glorie  of  renoan ;  and  hele  of  body 

75  semeth  yeven  delyt.  Tn  alle  thise  thinges 
it  semeth  only  that  blisfolnesse  is  desired. 
For-why  thilke  thing  that  every  man 
desireth  most  over  alle  thinges,  he 
demeth  that  it  be  the  sovsreyn  good; 

80  bat  I  have  defyned  that  blisftilneese  is 
the  sovereyn  good ;  for  which  every  wight 
demeth,  that  thilke  estat  that  he  desireth 
over  alle  thinges,  that  it  be  blisfolnesse. 
Now  hast  thoa  thanne  bifom  thyn  eyen 

85  almest  al  the  parposed  forme  of  the  welo> 
ftilnesse  of  man-kinde,  that  is  to  seyn, 
riohesses,  honoors,  power,  and  glorie,  and 
delyta  The  whiche  delyt  only  considerede 
Epicoras,  and  jnged  and  establisahed  that 

90  delyt  is  the  sovereyn  good ;  for  as  moche 
as  alle  othre  thinges,  as  him  thooghte, 
bi-refte  awey  joye  and  mirthe  f^ram  the 
herte.  Bat  I  retome  ayein  to  the  studies 
of  men,  of  whiche  men  the  oorage  alwey 

95  reherseth  and  seketh  the  sovereyn  good, 
ol  be  it  so  that  it  be  with  a  derked 
memorie ;  but  he  not  hy  whiche  i>ath, 
right  as  a  dronken  man  not  nat  by 
whiche  path  he  may  retome  him  to  his 
100  hoas.  Semeth  it  thanne  that  folk  folyen 
and  erren  that  enforcen  hem  to  have 
nede  of  nothing?  Certes,  ther  nis  non 
other  thing  that  may  so  wel  performe 
blisftilnesse,  as  an  estat  plentivous  of  alle 
tqs  goodes,  that  ne  hath  nede  of  non  other 


thing,  bat  that  is  safflsaant  of  himself 
unto  him-sel£  And  folyen  swiche  folk 
thanne,  that  wenen  that  thilke  thing 
that  is  right  good,  that  it  be  eek  right 
worthy  of  honour  and  of  reverence?  no 
Gertes,  nay.  For  that  thizig  nis  neither 
foul  ne  worthy  to  ben  despised,  that  wel 
neigh  al  the  entencioun  of  mortal  folk 
travaylen  for  to  g^n  it.  And  power, 
oughte  nat  that  eek  to  ben  rekened  115 
amonges  goodes?  What  elles?  For  it 
is  nat  to  wene  that  thilke  thing,  that  is 
most  worthy  of  aUe  thinges,  be  feble  and 
with-oute  strengths.  And  cleemesse  of 
renoun,  oughte  that  to  ben  despised?  120 
Certes,  ther  may  no  man  forsake,  that  al 
thing  that  is  right  excellent  and  noble, 
that  it  ne  semeth  to  ben  right  deer  and 
renamed.  For  certes,  it  nedeth  nat  to 
seye,  that  blisfhlnesse  be  [nat]  angulssous  125 
ne  drezy,  ne  subgit  to  grevaunces  ne  to 
sorwes,  sin  that  in  right  litel  thinges 
folk  seken  to  have  and  to  osen  that  may 
delyten  hem.  Certes,  thise  ben  the 
thinges  that  men  wolen  and  desiren  to  130 
geten.  And  for  this  cause  desiren  they 
richesses,  dignitees,  regnes,  glorie,  and 
delices.  For  therby  wenen  they  to  han 
suffisaance,  honour,  power,  renoun,  and 
gladnesse.  Than  is  it  good,  that  men  135 
seken  thus  by  so  many  diverse  studies. 
In  whiche  desyr  it  may  lightly  ben 
shewed  how  gret  is  the  strengthe  of 
nature ;  for  how  so  that  men  han  diverse 
sentences  and  discordinge,  algates  men  140 
acorden  alle  in  lovinge  the  ende  of  good. 

Mbtre  n.    Quantaa  rerum  fledat  habenas. 

It  lyketh  me  to  shewe,  by  subtil  song, 
with  slakke  anddolitable  floun  of  strenges, 
how  that  Nature,  mighty,  endineth  and 
flitteth  the  govemements  of  thinges,  and 
by  whiche  lawes  she,  purveyable,  kepeth  5 
the  grete  world ;  and  how  she,  bindinge, 
reetreyneth  alle  thinges  hy  a  bonds  that 
may  nat  ben  unbounde,  Al  be  it  so  that 
the  lyouns  of  the  centre  of  Pene  beren 
the  faire  chaynes,  and  taken  metes  of  10 
the  handes  of  folk  that  yeven  it  hem, 
and  dreden  hir  sturdy  maystres  of  whiche 
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th^  l)en  wont  to  fofflren  betinges :  yif 
that  hir  horrible  moathas  bon  b^-bled, 

15  thai  i$  to  myn^  cf  huUi  devour^  hir 
oorage  of  time  pasMd,  that  hath  ben  ydel 
and  retted,  repe^rreth  ayein;  and  they 
roren  grevooBly  and  remembren  on  hir 
nature,  and  sicken  hir  nekkes  fram  hir 

90  chaynes  nnbonnde ;  andhirmayiter,  flnt 
to-torn  with  blody  tooth,  avayeth  the 
wode  wrathea  of  hem;  tMs  U  to  asyfi, 
fkey  freten  Mr  may$ter.  And  the  jange- 
linge   brid   that   aingeth   on   the  heye 

s5  brannohea,  that  U  to  asyn,  im  ik$  wode^ 
and  after  ia  enoloaod  in  a  atroyt  cage  t 
al-thongh  that  the  pleyinge  biainoaae  of 
men  yeTeth  hem  honieda  drinkea  and 
large  metea  with  aweta  atndie,  yit  nathe- 

50  lea,  yif  thflke  baid,  ak^inga  oat  of  hir 
atreyte  eage,  aeeth  the  agreablea  ahadawaa 
ofthawodea,ahe  defoolethwith  hir  fbet 
hir  metea  y-ahad,  and  aeketh  numminge 
only  the  wode ;  and  twitereUi,  daairinge 

35  the  wode,  with  hir  awete  Toia.  Theyerde 
of  a  tree,  that  ia  haled  a-donn  by  mighty 
alrengthe,  boweth  radily  the  crop  a-dmm : 
but  yif  that  the  hand  of  him  that  it  bente 
lat  it  gon  ayein,  anon  the  erop  loketh 

40  np-right  to  hevene.  Hie  aonne  Pheboa, 
that  fiikUeth  at  even  in  the  waatrene 
wawea,  retometh  ayein  efkaonea  hia  oarte, 
by  privee  path,  ther«a  it  ia  wont  aryaow 
Alle  thingea  aeken  ayein  to  hir  propre 

45  ooora,  and  alle  thingea  reijoyaen  ham  of 
hir  retominge  ayein  to  hir  natora  Ne 
non  oidinannoe  nia  bitaken  to  thingea, 
bat  that  that  hath  joyned  the  endinge 
to  the  beginninge,  and  hath  maked  the 

0o  COOTS  of  it-aelf  ataUe,  ihOt  U  dktmgelh 
natjirmhispropinkkide, 

Paoaxin.  Voi  quogueyOterrmta  mdmaUa, 

Gertea  alao  ye  men,  that  ben  ertheliohe 
beeatea,  dremen  alw^y  yoare  beginninge, 
al-thoogh  it  be  with  a  thinne  imagina- 
cioon ;  and  by  a  manor  thooghte,  al  be 
5  it  nat  clearly  ne  paHltly,  ye  loken  fram 
a€er  to  thilke  yerray  tyn  of  bliaftilneaae ; 
and  ther-fore  natoiel  entandoan  ledeth 
yoa  to  thilke  verray  good,  bat  many 
maner  anonza  nia-tomath  yoa  thai^iAraw 


Consider  now  yif  that  by  thlDca  thingea,  10 
by  whiche  a  man  weneth  to  geten  him 
bliaftilneaae,  yif  that  he  may  oomen  to 
thilke  ende  that  he  weneth  to  come  by 
nature.  For  yif  that  moneye  or  honoors, 
or  thiae  other  foraeyde  thingea  bringen  15 
to  men  awiob  a  thing  that  no  good  ne 
fayle  hem  ne  aemeth  ftyle,  oortoa  than 
wole  I  giaante  thai  thay  ben  maked 
bliaM  by  thilke  thingea  that  they  han 
geten.  Bat  yif  ao  be  that  thilke  thingea  20 
ne  mowen  nat  perfonnen  that  they  bi- 
heten,  and  that  ther  be  definite  of  manye 
goodaa,  ahewath  it  nai  thanne  deerly 
that  fids  beantee  of  bliaftilneaae  ia  knowen 
and  ateint  in  thilke  thingea?  Firatand«5 
Ibarward  thoa  thy-aelf ,  that  haddeat  ha^ 
bandaonoea  of  rioheaaea  nai  long  agon, 
I  aze  yif  that,  in  the  habandaonoe  of  alle 
thilka  ziohaaaaa,  thoa  ware  never  an- 
gaiaaoofl  or  aoiy  in  thy  oorage  of  any  90 
wrong  or  grevannoe  that  bi-tidde  thee  on 
anysyde?'  *  Otrtea,*  quod  I,  *  it  ne  re- 
membrath  me  nai  thai  evere  I  was  so 
free  of  my  thoaght  thai  I  ne  was  alwcy 
In  angnisih  of  som-what.'  S5 

*And  was  nai  that,' qaod  she,  *  ftxr  thai 
thee  lakked  som-what  thai  thoa  noldeat 
nai  han  lakked,  or  ellea  thoa  haddeat 
ihaithoandldeatnaihaahad?*  ^Bigbt 
ao  ia  it,'  qaod  I.  40 

*  Thanne  doaJTodeat  thoa  the  preaance 
of  that  oon  and  the  abaanoe  of  that 
other?'       *  I  grannte  wel,'  qood  I. 

*ForaoChe,'   qaod  aha,  'than   nedeth 
ther  aom*what  that  evexy  man  deaireth  ?'  45 
*  Ye,  ther  nedeth,*  qaod  I. 

*  Oertea,'  qaod  ahe,  'and  he  that  hath 
lakke  or  nede  of  an^t  nig  nat  in  every 
wey  aoffiaaant  to  himself?'  *No,' 
qnodl.  9> 

*  And  thoa,*  qaod  ahe,  *inaltheplentee 
of  thy  rioheaaea  haddeat  thilke  lakke  of 
Bofflaaonae?'        *  What  ellea ?' qaod  I. 

*  Thanne  may  nat  richeaMa  maken  that 

a  man  nia  nedy,  ne  that  he  be  aniBaaont  55 
to  him-aelf ;  and  thai  waa  it  that  they 
bi-hi^ten,  aa  it  aemeth.  And  eek  oertea 
I  trowe,  that  thia  be  gretly  to  oonaidere, 
that  monaye  ne  hath  nat  in  hia  owne 
kinda  that  it  aa  may  ben  bi-noman  of  do 
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hem  that  han  it,  mangre  hem  ?'       *  I  bi- 
knowe  it  wel,*  quod  I. 

•  Why  Bholdest  thou  nat  U-knowen  it,» 
quod  she,  'whan  every  day  the  Btrenger 

^5  folk  bi-nemen  it  fro  the  feUer,  maxigre 
hem  ?  For  whennes  oomen  elles  alle  thise 
foreyne  oompleyntes  or  qoereles  of  plet- 
inges,  bat  for  that  men  azen  ayein  here 
monesre  that  hath  ben  bi-nomen  hem  by 

70  force  or  l^  gyle,  and  alwey  mangre 
hem ?'        ' Bight  so  is  it,'  quod  I. 

*Than,'  quod  she,  *hath  a  man  nede 
to  seken  him  foreyne  heli>e  by  -whiohe  he 
may  defende  his  moneye  ?'        *  Who  may 

75  sey  nay?'  qnod  L 

*  Oertei,*  quod  she ;  *  and  him  nedede 
non  help,  yif  he  nehadde  no  moneye  that 
he  mighte  lese?'  *That  ia  donteles,* 
qoodl. 

80  « Than  is  this  thinge  tomed  in-to  the 
oontrarye,'  qnod  she.  *For  richossoo, 
that  men  wenen  sholde  make  snfQsaance, 
they  maken  a  man  rather  han  nede  of 
foreyne  help  I    Which  is  the  manere  or 

S5  the  gj^se,'  qnod  she,  *  that  richesse  may 

dryye  awey  nede  ?    Biohe  folk,  may  th^ 

neither  han  hxmger  ne  thorst?    Thise 

^^iche  men,  may  they  fele  no  cold  on  hir 

limes  on  winter?  Bntthon-woltansweren, 

90  that  riche  men  han  y-now  wher-vith  they 
may  stannchen  hir  hunger,  slaken  hir 
thurst,  and  don  t^vrey  cold.  In  this  -wyse 
may  nede  be  oounforted  by  riohesses; 
but  oertes,  nede  ne  may  nat  al  outrely 

95  ben  don  a-wey.  For  though  this  nede, 
that  is  alw^  gapinge  and  gredy,  be  ftil- 
fild  with  riohesset,  and  axe  any  thing, 
3rit  dwelLath  thanne  a  nede  that  mighte 
be  fhlfilcL  I  holde  me  stille,  and  telle 
100  nat  how  that  litel  thing  suffiseth  to 
nature;  but  certes  to  avarice  y-nongh 
ne  suiSiseth  no-thing.  For  sin  that  zich- 
esses  ne  may  nat  al  don  awey  nede,  but 
riohesses  maken  nede,  what  may  it  thanne 
105  be,  that  ye  wenen  that  riohooooo  mowen 
yeven  you  sufOflaunoe  ? 

MxTKX  m.    QuamviaJlMiUe  diue$  auri 

gurgite, 
Al  were  it  so  that  a  riche  ooveytons 
man  hadde  a  river  fletinge  al  of  gold,  yit 


sholde  it  never  staundhen  his  coveitise ; 
and  though  he  hadde  his  nekke  y- 
charged  with  precious  stones  of  the  rede  5 
see,  and  though  he  do  ere  his  feldes  plen- 
tivous  with  an  hundred  oxen,  never  ne 
shal  his  bytinge  bisinesse  for-leten  him 
whyl  he  liveth,  ne  the  lighte  riohesses  ne 
shoUe  nat  beren  him  oompanye  whan  he  10 
is  deed. 

Prosb  ly.    Set  dignUatea, 

But  dignitees,  to  whom  they  ben  comen, 
maken  they  him  honorable  and  reverent  ? 
Han  they  nat  so  gret  strengthe,  that  they 
may  putte  vertues  in  the  hertes  of  folk 
that  usen  the  lordshipes  of  hem  ?  Or  5 
elles  may  thoy  don  a-w«y  the  vyoes? 
Oertes,  they  ne  be  nat  wont  to  don  aw^ 
wikkednesse,  but  they  ben  wont  rather 
to  shewen  wikkednesse.  And  ther-of 
oomth  it  that  I  have  right  grete  deadeyn,  10 
that  dignitees  ben  yeven  ofte  to  wikked 
men;  for  which  thing  Oatullus  deped 
a  eontul  cf  Romt^  tAot  "higMt  Nonius, 
^*postum''  or  "booh**;  a»  who  mydky  he 
eleped  hhn  a  eomgregaekmn  cf  vyeee  in  hi$  15 
brett^  a$  a  po$tum  i$  Jkd  of  eorvpeioun^ 
al  were  this  Nonius  set  in  a  ohayre  of 
dignitee.  Seest  thou  nat  thanne  how 
gret  vilenye  dignitees  don  to  wikked 
men?  Oertes,  unworthinesse  of  wikked  ao 
men  sholde  be  the  lasse  y-sene,  yif  they 
nere  renomed  of  none  honours.  Oertes, 
thou  thyself  ne  mightest  nat  ben  brought 
with  as  manye  prails  as  thou  mightest 
sufibren  that  thou  woldest  beren  the  35 
magistrat  with  Becorat ;  that  is  to  seyn, 
that  for  no  peril  that  mighte  h^faUen  thee 
by  ojgffsnce  cf  the  king  Theodorikej  thou 
noldett  nat  be  fAawe  in  govemaunee  foith 
Decorat ;  whan  thou  saye  that  he  hadde  30 
wikked  corage  of  a  likerous  shrewe  and 
of  an  accuser.  Ne  I  ne  may  nat,  for 
swiche  honours,  jugen  hem  worthy  of 
reverence,  that  I  deme  and  holde  un- 
worthy to  han  thiUce  same  honours.  Now  35 
yif  thou  saye  a  man  that  were  ftQflld  of 
wisdom,  oertes,  thou  ne  mightest  nat 
deme  that  he  were  unworthy  to  the 
honour,  or  elles  to  the  wisdom  of  which 
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40  be  is  ftUiUd?*~'No,'  quod  I— 'Oertes, 
dignitees,*  qnod  she,  *  apertlenen  proprely 
to  yerta ;  and  vertn  transporteth  dignitee 
anon  to  thilke  man  to  which  ihe  hir-aelf 
is  oonjoigned.     And  for  as  moohe   at 

45  honoora  of  poeple  ne  may  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  honour,  it  ia  wel  10301  deerly 
that  they  ne  han  no  propre  beantee  of 
dignitee.  And  jrit  men  ooghten  taken 
more  heed  in  this.    For  yif  it  so  he  that 

50  a  wikked  wight  be  so  moohel  the  foolere 
and  the  more  oat-oast,  that  he  is  despjrsed 
of  most  folk,  BO  as  dignitee  ne  may  nat 
maken  shrewes  digne  of  reverence,  the 
which  shrewes  dignitee  sheweth  to  moohe 

55  folk,  thanne  maketh  dignitee  shrewes 
rather  so  moohe  more  despysed  than 
proysed ;  and  Ibrsothe  nat  nnpnnlsshed  : 
thai  U  for  to  ssyn,  that  $hrmoei  revetigm 
Ikem  aiftekmoard  up-^m  digniteei ;  for  they 

60  jrilden  ayein  to  dignitees  as  gret  gner- 
doon,  whan  ihey  bi-spotten  and  defonlen 
dignitees  with  hir  yilenye.  And  for  as 
moohel  as  thou  mowe  knowe  thai  thilke 
Terray  reverence  ne  may  nat  comen  by 

6s  thise  shadowy  transitorie  dignitees,  nn- 
dirstond  now  thus  :  yif  that  a  man  hadde 
nsed  and  had  many  maner  dignitees  of 
consoles,  and  were  comen  peraventnre 
amonge  strannge  naoionns,  sholde  thilke 

70  honour  maken  him  worshipfVil  and  re- 
donted  of  strannge  folk?  Certes,  yif 
that  honoor  of  poeple  were  a  natnrel 
yift  to  dignitees,  it  ne  mighte  never 
cesen  nowher  amonges  no  maner  folk  to 

75  don  his  office,  ri^t  as  tyr  In  evexy  con- 
tree  ne  stinteth  nat  to  esohaofen  and 
to  ben  hoot  Bnt  for  as  moohe  as  for 
to  ben  holden  honooraUe  or  reverent 
ne  Cometh  nat   to  folk  of  hir  propre 

80  strengthe  of  nature,  bat  only  of  the  £iJse 
opinioon  of  folk,  that  U  to  ssyn,  that  ^emen 
thai  dignit«e$  mdkm  folk  digm  cf  honour ; 
anon  therfore  whan  that  they  comen 
ther-as  folk  ne  knowen  nat  thilke  digni- 

85  tees,  hir  honours  vanisshen  awey,  and 
that  anon.  Bat  that  is  amonges  strannge 
folk,  mayst  thoa  soyn ;  bat  amonges  hem 
ther  they  weren  bom,  ne  doren  nat 
thilke  dignitees  alwey  ?    Oertes,  the  dig- 

90  nitee  of  the  proyostrie   of  Borne  was 


whylom  a  gret  power ;  now  is  it  nothing 
bat  an  ydel  name,  and  the  rente  of  the 
senatorie  a  gret  charge.  And  yif  a  wight 
whylom  hadde  the  office  to  taken  hede  to 
the  vitailes  of  the  poeple,  as  of  com  and  95 
other  thinges,  he  was  holden  amonges 
grete ;  bat  what  thing  is  now  more  oat- 
oast  thanne  thilke  provostrieP  And,  as 
I  have  seyd  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  thilke 
thing  that  hath  no  propre  beaatee  of  ion 
him-self  reoeiveth  som-tyme  prys  and 
shyninge,  and  som-tyme  leseth  it  by  the 
opinioan  of  osaanoes.  Now  yM  that  dig- 
nitees thanne  ne  mowen  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  reverence,  and  yif  that  dignitees  105 
wezen  foale  of  hir  wille  by  the  fllthe  of 
shrewes,  and  yif  that  dignitees  lesen  hir 
shyninge  by  ohannginge  of  tynies,  and 
yif  th«y  wexen  foole  hy  estimaoioan  of 
poeple :  what  is  it  that  tk«y  haa  in  hem-  no 
self  of  beaatee  thai  onghte  ben  desired  ? 
<u  who  rni/tkt  mom;  thanne  ne  mowen 
they  yeven  no  beaatee  of  dignitee  to  non 
other. 

KsnuiIV.     Quamvto  •«,  T\frio  migp0^bu$ 
ottro* 

Al  be  it  so  that  the  proade  Nero,  with 
alio  his  wode  lazarie,  kembde  him  and 
aparailede  him  with  fkire  parpres  of 
Tirie,  and  with  whyte  perles,  algates  3rit 
throf  he  hatefhl  to  alle  folk  i  au$  U  to  $ 
Beyn^  thai  dl  wit  he  hehaied  of  aXte  folic. 
Tit  this  wikked  Nero  hadde  gret  lordthip, 
and  yaf  whylom  to  the  reverents  sena- 
toors  the  anworshipftil  setes  of  dignitees. 
Umoorthif^l  tet€$  he  depeth  here^  fOr  thai  10 
Nero^  ihaJt  toa$  to  wikked^  yaftho  digniteet, 
Who-eo  wolde  thanne  resonably  wenen, 
that  blisftdnesse  were  in  swlohe  honours 
as  ben  yeven  by  vicious  shrewes  ? 

Pbosm  Y.   An  uero  regna  regwmgue 
famiUaritat, 

But  regnes  and  fkmiliaritees  of  kinges, 
may  they  maken  a  man  to  ben  mighty  f 
How  elles,  whan  hir  blisAilnesse  dureth 
perpetuely  ?  Bnt  certes,  the  olde  age  of 
tyme  passed,  and  eek  of  present  tyme  5 
now,   is  M  of  ensaomples  how  that 
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kingea  ben  ohaosged  in-to  wreoehednaMe 
cat  of  hir  -wdeMneaBe.  O !  a  noble  thing 
and  a  deer  thing  is  power,  that  is  nat 

lo  fonnden  mighi^  to  kepen  It-eelf !  And 
yif  that  porwer  of  reamnes  be  anotonr  and 
maker  of  blisAilnesBe,  yif  thilke  power 
lakketh  on  any  ^yde,  amenxueth  it  nat 
thilke     blisftdnesse    and    bringeth    in 

15  wreoohednesse?  Bat  yit,  al  be  it  bo 
that  the  reanmes  of  mankinde  Btreoohen 
brode,  3rit  mot  ther  node  ben  moohe  folk, 
over  whiohe  that  every  king  ne  hath  no 
lordshipe  ne  comanndement.  AndoerteB, 

so  np-on  thilke  syde  that  power  &ileth, 
which  that  maketh  iblk  bliBfhl,  right 
on  that  same  oyde  nonn-power  entreth 
nnder-nethe,  that  maketh  hem  wreoohes ; 
in  this  manere  thanne  moten  kinges  han 

<5  more  poroionn  of  wreoohednesBe  than  of 
weleftOneBBe.  A  tyrannt,  that  wa$  king 
Cif  SUXU^  that  hadde  assaj^  the  peril 
<xf  his  eetat,  ahewede  by  similitade  the 
dredes  of  reanmee  bygastneflse  of  a  sweid 

90  that  heng  over  the  heved  cf  "Mm  fcmUUr, 
What  thing  is  thanne  this  power,  that 
may  nat  don  awey  the  bytinges  of  bisi- 
nesse,  ne  esohewe  the  prikkes  of  drede  ? 
And  oertes,  yit'wolden   they  liven  in 

35  sikemesfle,  bat  they  may  nat ;  and  yit 
they  glorifye  hem  in  hir  power.  Holdest 
thoa  thanne  that  thilke  man  be  mighty, 
that  thoa  seest  that  he  wolde  don  that 
he  may  nat  don?     And  boldest  thou 

40  thanne  him  a  mighty  man,  that  hath 
envirownede  his  ^ydes  with  men  of  armes 
or  seijaonts,  and  dredeth  more  hem  that 
he  maketh  agast  than  th^  dreden  him, 
and  that  is  pat  in  the  handes  of  his 

45  servaonts  for  he  sholde  seme  mighty  ? 
Bat  of  fiunilieres  or  servaants  of  kinges 
what  Bholde  I  telle  thee  anything,  sin 
that  I  myself  have  shewed  thee  that 
reaames  hem-self  ben  Ail  of  gret  feUesse? 

90  The  whiche  fEunilieres,  oertes,  the  ryal 
power  of  kinges,  in  hool  estat  and  in 
estat  abated,  ftil  oAe  throweth  adown. 
Nero  oonstr^ynede  Senek,  his  flunilier 
and  his  mayster,  to  chesen  on  what  deeth 

55  he  wolde  doyen.  Antonios  oomaondede 
that  knightes  slowen  with  hir  swerdes 
Papinian   hU  faimSkUr^  which  Papinian 


hadde  ben'  longe  tyme  Ail  mighty 
amonges  hem  of  the  ooort.  And  yit, 
oertes,  they  wolden  bothe  han  renonnced  ^ 
hir  power;  of  whiche  two  Senek  en- 
fbroede  him  to  yeven  to  Nero  his  rich- 
esses,  and  also  to  han  gon  in-to  solitarie 
exiL  Bat  whan  the  gxete  weighte,  that 
U  to  seyn,  of  lorde$  potoer  or  <^ffDrttmey  6$ 
draweth  hem  that  shollen  falle,  neither 
of  hem  ne  mighte  do  that  ho  wolde. 
What  thing  is  thanne  thilke  power,  that 
thoogh  men  han  it,  jdt  they  ben  agast ; 
and  whanne  thoa  woldest  han  it,  thon  70 
nart  nat  siker;  and  yif  thoa  woldest 
forleten  it,  thoa  mayst  nat  eschaen  it  ? 
Bat  whether  swiche  men  ben  frendes 
at  node,  as  ben  consoled  by  fortune  and 
nat  by  verta?  Oertes,  swiche  fblk  as  75 
weleftil  fixrtane  maketh  fireendes,  oon- 
trariotis  fortune  maketh  hem  enemys. 
And  what  pestilence  is  more  mighty  for 
to  anoye  a  wight  than  a  famiHer  enemy? 

KjnmmY,    Qui 96 uolet e$iB potmtmn, 

Who-so  wol  be  mighty,  he  mot  daanten 
his  cruel  corage,  ne  putte  nat  his  nekke, 
overcomen,  under   the  foule  reynes  of 
lechezye.    For  al-be-it  so  that  thy  lord- 
shipe  streoche  so  for,  that  the  contree  5 
of  Inde  quaketh  at  thy  comaxmdements 
or  at  thy  lawes,  and  that  the  last  tie  in 
the  see,  that  Mght  Tyle,  be  thral  to  thee, 
yit,  yif  thou  mayst  nat  patten  awey  thy 
foule  derke  desyrs,  and  diyven  out  fro  10 
thee  wrecched  complaintes,  certes,  it  nis      ' 
no  power  that  thou  hast 

FBosaTI.    Gloria  ueroquamfallaxeaepe* 

But  glorie,  how  deeeivable  and  how 
foul  is  it  oftet  For  whidi  thing  nat 
unskflfally  a  tragedien,  that  is  to  seyn, 
a  maker  of  ditees  that  highten  tragedies, 
cryde  and  seide :  "  O  glorie,  glorie,"  quod  5 
he,  "  thou  art  nothing  dies  to  thousande^ 
of  folkes  but  a  greet  sweller  of  eres!"; 
For  manye  han  had  M  greet  renoun  l^ 
the  {bXbb  opinioun  of  the  poeple,  and  what} 
thing  may  ban  thought  fbuler  than  swichei  10 
preysinge?  For  thilke  folk  that  heif 
preysed  ftlsly,  thoy  moten  nodes 
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riuune  of  hir  preiyaingeg.  And  yif  that 
folk  ban  geten  hem  thonk  or  preynngo 

15  by  hir  desertas,  what  thing  hath  thilke 
piys  eched  or  enoresed  to  the  conBcienoe 
of  wyse  folk,  that  mesnren  hir  good, 
nat  hy  the  mmonr  of  the  poeple,  bat 
by  the  soothfMtneese  of  eonsoienoe  ?  And 

so  yif  it  seme  a  fkir  thing,  a  man  to  ban 
enorefed  and  qnred  his  name,  than  fol- 
weth  it  that  it  is  demed  to  ben  a  fonl 
thing,  yif  it  ne  be  y«pnid  and  encreeed. 
Bat,  BM I  soyde  a  litel  her4»fom  that,  sin 

9$  ther  mot  nodes  ben  many  folk,  to  whiohe 
folk  the  xenoon  of  a  man  ne  may  nat 
oomen,  it  beflalleth  that  he,  that  thoa 
wenest  be  glorioas  and  renomed,  semeth 
in  the  nexte  partie  ot  the  erthes  to  ben 

30  with-oote  glorie  and  with-oate  renoon. 

And  certes,  amonges  thise  thinges  I  ne 

trowe  nat  that  the  pxys  and  graoe  of  the 

poeple  nis  neither  worthy  to  ben   re- 

membred,  ne  cometh  of  wyse  jogement, 

35  ne  is  ftBrme  perdoxab^.  Bat  now,  of  this 
name  of  gentilesse,  what  man  is  it  that 
ne  may  wel  seen  how  veyn  and  how 
flittingeathingit  is?  For  yif  the  name 
of  gentilesse  be  referred  to  renoan  and 

40  oleemesse  of  linage,  thanne  is  gentil  name 
bat  a  foreine  thing,  that  U  to  seyn,  to  lum 
that  gUTifym  hem  <{f  Mr  Umage.  iy>r  it 
semeth  that  gentilesse  be  a  maner  proy^ 
singe  that  oomth  of  the  deserte  of  an- 

45  oestres.  And  yif  proysinge  maketh 
gentilesse,  thanne  moten  they  nedes  be 
gentil  that  ben  preysed.  For  which  thing 
it  folweth,  that  yif  thoa  ne  have  no 
gentilesse  of  thy^self,  tkatU  to  fsyn,  preym 

SO  that  oomth  of  thy  deMiis,  foreine  gentilesse 
ne  maketh  thee  nat  gentil.  Bat  certes, 
yif  ther  be  any  good  in  gentilesse,  I  trowe 
it  be  al-only  this,  that  it  semeth  as  that 
a  maner  noeessitoe  be  imposed  to  gentil 

55  men,  for  that  th^  ne  sholden  nat  oat- 
rayen  or  forliven  fro  the  virtaes  of  hir 
&<^ekinrede. 

]£xTBB  YL    Omnu  homkmmgmiuin 
torriB, 

Al  the  linage  of  men  that  ben  in  erthe 
ben  of  Bemblable  birthe.  On  allone  is 
UAmx  of  thinges.    On  allone  ministreth 


alls  thinges.  He  yaf  to  the  soone  hiss 
hemes ;  he  yaf  to  the  mono  hir  honies.  5 
He  yaf  the  men  to  the  erthe ;  he  yaf  the 
sterres  to  the  hevene.  Heendosethwith 
membres  the  soales  that  oomen  fro  his 
hye  sete.  Thanne  oomen  alle  mortal  folk 
of  noble  sede ;  why  noisen  ye  or  bosten  of  10 
yoore  ridres?  For  yif  thoa  loke  jroar 
biginninge,  and  god  yoar  aootor  and  yoor 
maker,  thanne  nis  ther  no  fbrlived  wight, 
bnt-jrif  he  norisshe  his  oorage  on-to  Tyoes, 
and  forlete  his  propre  barthe.  '5 

PbosbTH.    QM<tf oiiimi da oorporif 
wiltufialUbm. 

Bot  what  shal  I  seye  of  delices  of  body , 
of  whiohe  delioes  the  desiringes  ben  fol 
of  angaissh,  and  the  falfiUinges  of  hem 
ben  ftd  of  penaonoe?  How  greet  ^yk- 
nesse  and  how  grete  sorwes  onsofFerable,  5 
right  as  a  maner  frait  of  wikkednesse, 
ben  thilke  delices  wont  to  bringen  to  the 
bodiesof  folk  thatusenheml  Ofwhiche 
delices  I  not  what  joye  may  ben  had  of 
hir  moevinge.  Bat  this  wot  I  wel,  that  \o 
who-so'eiver  wole  remembren  him  of  hise 
loxores,  he  shal  wel  onderstonde  that 
the  issaes  of  delices  ben  sorw^  and 
sorye.  And  yif  tlulke  delices  mowen 
mi^en  folk  blisfol,  than  by  the  same  15 
oaase  moten  thise  bestes  ben  deped  blis- 
ftil ;  of  whiche  bestes  al  the  entencioon 
hasteth  to  falfiUe  hir  bodily  jolitee.  And 
the  gladnesse  of  wyf  and  children  were 
an  honest  thing,  bat  it  hath  ben  seyd  20 
that  it  is  over  machel  ayeins  kinde,  that 
children  ban  ben  foonden  tormentoars  to 
hir  fadres,  I  not  how  manye  :  of  whiche 
children  how  bytinge  is  every  oondicioon, 
it  nedeth  nat  to  tellen  it  thee,  that  hast  25 
or  this  tyme  assayed  it,  and  art  yit  now 
angaissoos.  In  this  approve  I  the  sen- 
tence of  my  disciple  Eoripidis,  that  seyde, 
that  **  he  that  hath  no  duldroo,  is  weleftil 
by  infortane.*'  30 

MxTBx  TH.    Habet  omnU  hoc  uoluptat. 

Every  delythath  this,  thatitangaissheth 
hem  with  prikkes  that  osen  it.  It  re- 
aembleth  to  thise  flyinge  ilyes  that  we 
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olepen  beoif  thai,  aiter  that  he  hath  shad 

5  hiae  agreaUe  honiea,  ha  flaoth  avey,  and 

•tingeth  the  hertes,  of  hem  that  hen 

y-tmite,  with  hytince  oyerlonge  holdinge. 

Pson  ym.    NihU  igUur  duMum  eaL 

Now  ia  it  no  doate  thanne  that  thife 
weyes  ne  ben  a  maner  misledinges  to 
bliafalnewe,  ne  that  they  no  mowe  nat 
leden  folk  thider  at  th^  hiheten  to  leden 
5  hem.  Bat  with  how  grete  hannes  thise 
fon^yde  weyes  ben  enlaced,  I  shal  shewe 
thee  ihorUy.  For-why  yif  thoa  enfoiceet 
thee  to  aeemble  moneye,  thoa  most  bi- 
reven  him  his  moneye  that  hath  it.    And 

lo  yif  thoa  wolt  shynen  with  dignxtees,  thon 
most  biseohen  and  sapplien  hem  that 
yeren  tho  dignitees.  And  yif  thoa  covei- 
test  hy  honoar  to  gon  Ufom  other  folk, 
thoa  shalt  defoale  thy-self  thorngh  ham- 

15  Uesse  of  azingei  Yif  thoa  desirest  power, 
thoa  shalt  by  awaytes  of  thy  sabgits 
anoyoosly  ben  oast  ander  manye  periles. 
Azest  thoa  glorie?  Thoa  shalt  ben  so 
destrat  by'  aspre  thinges  that  thoa  shalt 

90  foTgoon  sikemesse.  And  yif  thoa  wolt 
leden  thy  lyf  in  delioes,  every  wight  shal 
despisen  thee  and  forleten  tixee,  as  thoa 
that  art  thral  to  thing  that  is  right  fool 
and  brotel ;  that  is  to  seyn,  servaant  to 

2S  thy  body.  Now  is  it  thanne  wel  seen, 
how  litel  and  how  brotel  possessioon  they 
coveiten,  that  patten  the  goodes  of  the 
bodyabovenhirowneresoon.  Formayst 
thoa  sormonnten  thise  olifaonts  in  gret- 

50  nesse  or  weight  of  body?  Ormaystthoa 
ben  stronger  than  the  bole  ?  ICaystthoa 
ben  swifter  than  the  tygre  ?  Bihold  the 
spaces  and  the  stablenesse  and  the  swiite 
ooars  of  the  hevene,  and  stint  som-tyme 

35  to  wondren  on  fbole  thinges ;  the  which 
hevene,  oertes,  nis  nat  rather  for  thise 
thinges  to  ben  wondred  ap-on,  than  for 
the  resoon  by  which  it  is  governed.  Bat 
the  shyning  of  thy  forme,  that  i$  to  seyn, 

40  the  beautee  of  thy  body^  how  swiftly  i>a8s- 
inge  is  it,  and  how  transitorie ;  certes,  it 
is  more  flitiinge  than  the  matiAilitee  of 
flowers  of  the  somer-sesoon.  For  so  Aris- 
totle telleth,  that  yif  that  men  hadden 


eyen  of  a  beest  that  highte  lynx,  so  that  45 
the  lokinge  of  folk  mi^teperoen  thorngh 
the  thinges  that  with-stonden  it,  who-so 
loked  thanne  in  the  entrailes  of  the  body 
of  Alcibiades,  that  was  tal  fiiyr  in  the 
saperfloe  with-oate,  it  shold  seme  right  5^ 
foaL    And  forthy,  yif  thoa  semest  fiiyr, 
thy  natare  maketh  nat  that,  bat  the 
desoeivaanoe  of  the  leblesse  of  the  eym 
that  loken.    Bat  prcyse  the  goodes  of  the 
body  as  moohel  as  ever  thee  list ;  so  that  55 
thoa  knowe  algates  .that,  what-so  it  be, 
that  is  to  9$ynj  of  tiU  goodm  of  thy  hodLy^ 
which  that  tiioa  wondnst  ap-on,  may 
ben  destroyed  or  dissolved  by  the  hete  of 
a  fevere  of  three  dayes.    Of  alle  whiche  60 
focseyde  thinges  I   may  redocen   this 
shortly  in  a  somme,  that  thise  worldly 
goodes,  whiche  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven 
that  they  biheten,  ne  ben  nat  parfit  by 
the  oongregadoon  of  alle  goodes;  that  €15 
they  ne  ben  nat  weyes  ne  pathes  that 
bringen  men  to  blisftilnesse,  ne  maken 
men  to  ben  bUsftiL 

MmtxYm.    Ehiut  quMtidtitfos 
tramiU  deuios. 


I  which  fdye  and  which  igno- 
misledeth  wandringe  wrecches 
frothepathofvenraygoodel  Oertes, 
ye  ne  seken  no  gold  in  grene  trees,  ne  ye 
ne  gaderen  nat  preoions  stones-  in  the  5 
vynes,  ne  ye  ne  hyden  nat  yonr  ginnes 
in  the  bye  monntaignes  to  caochen  fish 
of  -whiche  ye  may  maken  riohe  ftstes. 
And  yif  yow  lyketh  to  honte  to  roes,  ye 
negonnattothefordesofthewa^that  10 
highte  l^Trene.  And  over  thii^  men 
knowen  wel  the  orykes  and  the  caMprnes 
of  the  see  y-hid  in  the  flodes,  and  knowen 
eek  which  water  is  most  plentivoitis  of 
whyte  perles,  and  knowen  which  «t«r  15 
haboandeth  most  of  rede  porpre,  that  tf  to 
asyn,  cfa  numer  ihdU-JUh  vrith  vAich  ti^ 
dyenpurpre ;  and  knowen  which  strond 
haboanden  most  with  tendra  fisshes,  or  j 
sharpe  fleshes  that  highten  echines.  Bt( 
f<dk  soften  hem-self  to  ben  so 
that  hem  ne  reooheth  nat  to  knowe  wha 
thilke  goodes  ben  y-hid  whiche  that  tl^eT 
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ooreiten,  bal  plofimgaii  hem  In  erihA  and 
as  nkfltt  then  ihillM  good  that  MmMmnteih 
th«heiT«ne  that  bereth  the  steiTM.  What 
pveyere  maj  I  maken  that  be  digne  to 
the  21700  thongfatea  of  men  P  Butlpieye 
that  thej  ooTQtten  rioheeie  and  hononra, 
30  80  thai,  whan  thqr  han  geten  tho  ialee 
goodee  irith  greet  trttvailei  that  thei^by 
they  mowe  knowen  the  Tezxay  goodea. 


PtaepIX    Bactmnmmemdackformam. 

Itaniiyaeth  that  Ihavediewed  hideivto 
the  fbrme  of  fklae  ireletfidneaM,  eo  that, 
yif  thoa  loke  now  oleerly,  the  order  of 
myn  entenckmn  reqnireth  ftom  hennea- 

5  forth  to  ihei»«n  thee  the  ferxay  "weleftil- 
neaae.'  *  For  aothe,'  qood  I,  *  I  lee  wel 
BOW  that  anfflaaimoe  maynat  oom«i  by 
liohcaiea,  ne  power  by  reemea,  ne  rerer- 
enoe  by  digniteea,  zie  gantilease  hy  gloria, 

tone  joye  by  delioea.' 

*  And  haat  then  wel  knowen  the  oanaea,' 
qsod  ihe,  ^ithf  H  iaf  •Oertea,  me 
aemeth,'  qnod  I,  *  that  I  aee  hem  right  as 
though  it  were  thomgh  m  Uiel  cUAe ;  bat 

15  me  were  lerer  knowen  hem  more  openly 
of  thee.' 

*Certe8,'  qood  ahe,  *the  reaoon  la  al 
redy.  F»r  thilke  thing  that  simply  is 
o  thing,  wHh-onten  any  derisioim,  the 

ao  enonr  and  Iblye  of  mankinde  departeth 
and  devydeth  it,  and  misledeth  it  and 
tnmsporteth  i^Kvm  'Verray  and  parfit  good 
to  goodea  that  ben  fklse  and  nnparflt. 
Bdt  aey  me  this.    Wenest  thoa  that  he, 

35  that  hath  nede  of  power,  that  him  ne 
lakketh  no-thing?'        « Nay,' qood  I 

'  Cartes,'  qood  sh^  ^  thon  s^yst  a-rig^t. 
For  yif  so  be  that  ther  is  a  thing,  that  in 
any  partye  be  fabler  of  power,  oertea,  as 

30  in  that,  it  mot  nodes  ben  nedy  of  fbreine 
help.'        'Bight  so  is  it,' qood  L 

*  SoiBsannoe  and  power  ben  thanne  of 
o  kinde  ? '        *  80  semeth  it,'  qnod  L 

*And  demest  thoa,'  qaod  she,  *that 

35  a  thing  that  is  ot  this  manere,  thai  is  to 

seyn,  a^Jl|UauHt  amd  miffkiyy  ooghte  ben 

deepysed,  or  elles  that  it  be  right  dfigne  of 

reyereneeabovenallethingee?'   *Oertes,' 


qaod  I,  *  it  nis  no  doote,  that  it  is  right 
worthy  to  ben  raverenoed.'  40 

*Lat  na,'  qnod  she,  *adden  thanne 
reverence  to  snfWsannoe  and  to  power,  so 
that  we  demon  that  thise  three  thinges 
benalothing.'  *Oertes,'qaodI,  *]atas 
adden it,yif  wewolen graonten thesothe.'  45 

*What  demest  thoa  thanne?'  qood 
she;  'is  that  a  deric  thing  and  nat  noble, 
thai  U  9^jBli9Qimdy  reoermt,  and  m^Mf  ,  or 
eUes  that  it  is  right  noUe  and  right 
deer  by  oelebritee of  renoon?  Consider  50 
thanne,'  qood  ahe, '  as  we  han  graonted 
her-blfom,  that  he  that  ne  hath  nede  of 
nothing,  and  is  most  mighty  and  most 
digne  of  honoor,  yif  him  nedeth  any 
deemosse  of  renoon,  which  oleemease  he  55 
mighte  nat  graonten  of  him-self,  so  that, 
for  lakke  of  tiiilke  deemeaaa,  he  mighte 
aeme  the  febeler  on  any  S3^e  or  the  mora 
oat<cast? '  Gloae.  TkU  U  to  sfyn,  Miy; 
Jbr  toko^so  that  U  niffitQimdy  minhiy,  mtd  60 
reeenffif,  cUemmm  ^frmimmfoHw^thitfthB 
Mm^O¥kige$;  hA  hath  U ml  reiy  cif  hi» 
•uffimMmes,  Bo$ot>  *I  may  nat,'  qood 
I, '  denye  it ;  bat  I  mot  gtannte  as  it  is, 
that  this  thing  be  ri|^  oelebrahle  by  65 
oleemease  of  renoon  atad  noblesse.' 

« Ihannefohreth  H,'qood  she,  *  that  we 
adden  eleomease  of  renoon  to  the  three 
fon^e   thinges,  so  that   ther  ne  be     ~ 
amonges  hem  no  diiferenoe  ? '       *  Thia  is  70 
a  eonseqoenoe,'  qood  L 

( This  thing  thanne,'  qood  she,  *  that  ne 
hath  nede  of  no  fordne  thing,  and  that 
may  don  alio  thingea  by  hiae  strengthes,  ~ 
and  that  is  noble  and  honooraUe,  nis  nat  js 
thatamery  thingandajoyftil?'  'Bot 
whennes,'  qood  I,  *  that  any  sorwe  mighte 
comen  to  this  thing  that  is  swiohe,  oertes, 
I  may  nat  thinks.' 

*  Thanne  moten  we  graonte,'  qood  she,  80 
*that  this  thing  be  ltd  of  gladnesse,  yif 
the  fbrseyde  thinges  ben  sothe;  and 
certes,  also  mote  we  graonten  that  sofB- 
saonee,  power,  noblesse,  roTerenoe,  and 
gladneese  ben  only  dyverse  \fy  namea,  bat  85 
hir  aobataonce  hath  no  diversiteeb'  *  It 
mot  needly  been  so,'  ^piod  I. 

*  Ihilke  thing  thanne,'  qood  she,  *  that 
is  oon  and  simple  in  his  natore,  the 


O  2 
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90  idkkedxMfM  of  men  departeih  it  and 
devydeth  it;  and  whan  thej  enfiiroen 
hem  to  geten  par^  of  a  thing  that  ne 
hath  no  part,  they  ne  geten  hem  neither 
thilke  partye  that  nia  non,  ne  the  thing 
95  al  hool  that  they  ne  desire  nat*  *  In 
-which  manere  ? '  qnod  L 

'Thilke man/ qnod  she,  'thatsedheth 
ridhessee  to  fleen  poyertee,  he  ne  tra- 
Taileth  him  nat  for  to  gete  power ;  for  he 

100  hath  lever  ben  derk  and  -vyl ;  and  eek 
withdraweth  ftom  him-eelf  many  natorel 
delyts,  for  he  nolde  lese  the  mon^ye  that 
he  hath  assembled.  Bnt  oertes,  in  this 
manere  he  ne  geteth  him  nat  sofflsannoe 

XQ5  that  power  forleteth,  and  that  molestie 
prikketh,and  that  fllthe  maketh  ont-oast, 
and  that  derkenesse  hydeth.  And  oertes, 
he  that  desireth  only  power,  he  wasteth 
and  soatereth  riohesse,  and  de^>y8eth 

no  delyts,  and  eek  hononr  that  is  with-oate 
power,  ne  he  ne  preyseth  glorie  no-thing. 
Oertes,  thns  sees!  thoa  wel,  that  manye 
thinges  fty  Imx  to  him ;  for  he  hath  som- 
tyme  de&ate  of  many  neoessitees,  and 

115  many  angoisshes  byten  him ;  and  whan 
he  ne  may  nat  don  tho  deikntes  a-wey,  he 
forleteth  to  ben  mighty,  and  that  is  the 
thing  that  he  most  desireth.  And  right 
thns  may  I  maken  semblable  resonns  of 

1 30  honours,  and  of  glorie,  and  of  delyts. 
Vox  so  as  every  of  thise  f orseyde  thinges 
is  the  same  that  thise  other  thinges  ben, 
that  i8  to  ssyn,  oi  0011  thimg^  who-so  that 
ever  seketh  to  geten  that  oon  of  thise, 

ia$  and  nat  that  other,  he  ne  geteth  nat  that 

he  desireth.'       Boeee,  *  What  seyst  thoa 

thanne,  yif  that  a  man  ooveiteth  to  geten 

alle  thise  thinges  to-gider  P  * 

PftOotopJkifli     'Oertes,'  qnod    she,    'I 

130  wolde  seye,  that  he  woMe  geten  him 
sovereyn  blisftilnesse ;  bat  that  shal  he 
nat  flnde  in  tho  thinges  that  I  have 
shewed,  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven  that 
they  beheten.'       *  Oertes,  no,'  qnod  L 

i^  '  Thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  ne  sholden  men 
nat  by  no  wey  seken  blisfhlnesse  inswiohe 
thinges  as  men  wene  that  they  ne  mowen 
yeven  bat  o  thing  senglely  of  alle  that 
men  seken.'  .      '  I  grannte  wel,'  qnod  I ; 

t40  'ne  no  sother  thing  ne  may  ben  sayd.' 


'  Now  hast  thoa  thanne,'  qaod  she,  'the 
forme  and  the  oaoses  of  fiiJse  weleftil- 
nesse.  Now  tome  and  flitte  the  eyon 
of  thy  thoaght;  for  ther  shalt  thoa 
seen  anon  thilke  vexray  blisftdnesse  that  145 
Ihavebihightthee.'  *  Oertes,' qaod  I, 
'  it  is  oleer  and  open,  thogh  it  were  to 
a  blinde  man ;  and  that  shewedest  thoa 
me  All  wel  a  Utel  her-bifom,  whan  thoa 
enforoedest  thee  to  shewe  me  the  oaases  150 
of  the  false  Ulsfolnesse.  For  bat-yif  I 
be  blgyled,  thanne  is  thilke  the  verxay 
blisfolnease  parfit,  that  parfitly  maketh 
a  man  saffisaant,  mighty,  hmioarable, 
noble,  and  Ail  of  gladnesse.  And,  for  155 
thoa  shalt  wel  knowe  that  I  have  wd 
onderstonden  thise  thinges  wlth-in  my 
herte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thilke  bliaAil- 
nease,  that  may  venrayly  yeven  oon  of 
the  forseyde  thinges,  sin  they  ben  al  oon,  160 
I  knowe,  doateles,  that  thilke  thing  is 
thefallebliifalnesse.' 

'O   my  norie,'   qaod   she,    'by  this 
opinioan  I  seye  that  thoa  art  blisAil,  yif 
thoa  patte  this  ther-to  that  I  shal  seyn.'  i^ 
'What  is  that?'  qaod  I. 

'  Trowest  thoa  that  ther  be  any  thing 
in  thise  erthely  mortal  tonmWing  thinges 
that  may  bringen  this  estat  ? '  '  Oertes,' 
qaod  I,  '  I  trowe  it  naoght ;  and  thoa  170 
hast  shewed  me  wel  that  over  thilke  good 
ther  nis  no-thing  more  to  ben  desired.' 

'  Thise  thinges  thanne,'  qaod  she,  *  thai 
i$  to  S0y,  erthtHy  9H0lsaunc6  and  power  and 
twkhe  thinges^  either  they  semen  lyke- 173 
nesses  of  verray  good,  or  elles  it  semeth 
that  they  yeve  to  mortal  folk  a  maner  of 
goodes  that  ne  ben  nat  parfit ;  bat  thilke 
good  that  is  verray  and  parfit,  that  may 
they  nat  yeven.'  'I  aoorde  me  wel,'  180 
qaod  I. 

'  Thanne,'  qaod  she, '  for  as  moohel  as 
thoa  hast  knowen  which  is  thilke  verray 
blisftilnesse,  and  eek  whiche  thilke 
thinges  ben  that  lyen  fklsly  blisftilnesse,  185 
that  if  to  tetfHj  that  5y  dseeUe  Mmen  verray 
goodeif  now  behoveth  thee  to  knowe 
whennes  and  where  thoa  mowe  soke 
thilke  verray  bliwftiTnesee.'  'Oertes,' 
qaod  I,  *  that  desire  I  greetly,  and  have  190 
abiden  longe  tgrme  to  herknen  it,' 
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*  Bat  tor  as  moohe,'  quod  the,  *  as  it 
l^^Mth  to  my  cUaoiple  Plato,  in  his  book  of 
"in Timeo,"  that  in  right  Utel  thingea 

195  men  iholdan  hiaeoh«n  the  he^  of  god, 
what  jngeat  thoa  that  be  now  to  done,  so 
that -we  may  deserve  tofinde  the  eete  of 
thilkeverraygoodP*  '  Owtes,*  qnod  I, 
*  I  dome  that  we  ahoUen  olepen  the  ihder 

SCO  of  alle  goodee ;  Air  with-onten  him  nig 
ther  northing  Ibvmden  a-righl' 

*Thoa  eeyst  a*xi|^t,'  quod  she;  and 
bigan  anon  to  singen  xig^t  thus  a — 


MwnmlX,    O qui perptiku fMmdum 
raUom  gubemoi, 

•  Othoa&der,  creator  of  herene  and  of 
erthes,  that  govemeet  this  world  by  per- 
durable resotm,  that  oomaondest  the 
^srmes  to  gon  from  sin  that  age  haddo 
5  beginninge ;  thon  that  dwellest  thyself 
ay  stede&st  and  sMi>le>  and  yeveet  alle 
othre  thinges  to  ben  moeved ;  ne  foreine 
oaoses  neoesseden  thee  nerer  to  oomponne 
werk  of  floteringe  matere,  but  only  the 
10  Ibnne  of  soverein  good  y-set  within  thee 
with-onte  envye,  that  moeveds  Mes^Vealy. 
Thon  that  art  aldei^Aiyrest,  beringe  the 
iitii^  world  in  thy  thought,  formedest 
this  world  to  the  lyknesse  semblable  ot 
15  that  ftire  world  in  thy  thoa^^t.  Hum 
dxawest  al  thing  of  thy  sorerein  en- 
sanmpler,  and  eomaondest  that  this 
world,  parfttliohe  y-maked,  have  freely 
and  absohit  his  parflt  partiesi  Thon 
so  Inndflst  the  elements  by  nonmbces  pro- 
poroionablss,  that  the  oolde  thinges 
mowcn  aoorden  with  the  hote  thinges, 
and  the  drye  thinges  with  the  nuriste 
thinges ;  that  the  fyr^  that  is  purest,  ne 
J5  flee  nat  €fvtit  hye,  ne  that  the  hsvinesse 
ne  drswe  nat  adoon  ovei4owe  the  erthei 
that  ben  pbnmged  in  the  wateres.  Thon 
knittest  to-gider  the  mene  sowle  of  treble 
kinde,  moevinge  alle  thinges,  and  de- 
go  -vydest  it  by  membres  aoordinge ;  and 
whan  it  is  thns  devyded,  it  hath  asembled 
a  moervinge  inrto  two  ronndes ;  itgothto 
tome  ayein  to  him-seli^  and  envirooneth 
m-  ftd  deep  thooi^t^   and  tometh  the 


hevene  by  semblable  image.    Thon  by  55 
evene4yke  causes  enbsnsest  the  sowles 
and  tha  lasse  lyves,  and,  ablinge  hem 
heye  by  B^te  cartes,  thoo  sowest  hem 
in<^  hevene  and  inpto  erthe ;  and  whan 
th^  ben  converted  to  thee  by  thy  be-  40 
nigne  lawe,  thon  makest  hem  retozne 
ayein  to  thee  by  ayem4edinge  fyt,    O 
finder,  yive  thon  to  the  thought  to  s4yen  np 
in-to  thy  streite  sete,  and  grannte  him  to 
enviroone  the  welle  of  good ;  and,  the  45 
lil^te  y-liramde,  grannte  him  to  fiohen  the 
dere  sightes  of  his  oorage  in  thee.    And 
seaterthoB  andto-breke  thon  the  weightes 
and  the  clondes  of  erthely  hevinesM,  and 
shyne  thon  by  thy  bri^tnesse.   Forthon  50 
art  eleennsse ;  thon  art  p^ysible  leste  to 
debonaire  tcXk ;  thon  thy-self  art  bigin- 
ninge,  berer,.  kder,  path,  and  teime}  to 
loke  on  thee,  that  is  our  enda 

PsossX    Quoniam  igOur  gfliae  $U 
imper/tcU, 

Vor  as  moohe  thanne  as  tbon  hast  ssyn, 
which  is  the  forme  ef  good  that  nis  nat 
parfit,  and  which  is  the  Ibnne^of  good  that 
is  parflt,  now  trowe  I  that  it  were  good  to 
shews inidiat this peribocioon of  blisftil- 5 
ntsse  is  set.  And  in  thia  thing,  I  trowe 
that  we  shoklen  first  enqnere  for  to>  witen, 
yif  that  any  swiche  maner  good  aa  thilke 
good  that  thon  hast  dJfBnisshed  a  litel 
heer*bifbm,  ikai  U  to  ssyii,  soMfvlfft  good,  10 
may  ben  fonnde  in  the  nature  of  thinges ; 
ioK  that  veya  jmaginaoionn  of  theogfat  ne 
deoeyve  na  nat,  and  pntte  ns  ent  of  the 
sothfiMtnesseof  thilke  thing  that  is  Bomr 
mitted  nnto  ns.  Bnt  it  may  nat  ben  15 
deneyed  that  tidlke  good  ne  is,  and  that 
it  nis  right  as  weUe  of  alle  goedes.  For 
al  thing  that  iadeped  inpaz^t  is  proeved 
inparflt  by  the  amennsinge  of  perfecoioan 
or  of  thing  that  is  parfit.  And  ther-of  m 
eomtb  it,  that  in  every  tiling  general,  yif 
that  men  seen  any-th^  that  is  inparfit, 
cartes,  in  thilke  general  ther  mot  ben 
8c»n-ihing  that  is  parfit;  for  yif  so  be  that 
perftcdoon  is  don  away,  men  may  nat  35 
thinks  ne  s^ye  fro  whennes  thilke  thing 
is  that  is  doped  ingparfit   Fortfaenatara 
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of  thingesne  took  nat  hirbegimiingBof 
thingos  ameniifled  and  inparfit,  bat  it 

30  prooedetli  of  thingee  that  ban  al  boole 
and  abaolaty  and  deioend«tl&  so  donn  in-to 
onttamat  thingeSi  and  in-4o  thingM  amply 
and  irith-oaten  firnt.  Bnti  at  I  have 
y-shewed  a  litel  har-blforn,  that  yif  thar 

35  be  a  bUsftalneaee  that  be  freele  and  reyn 
and  inparflt,  ther  majnoman  doate  that 
ther  nia  aom  bliaftUneoae  that  is  aad, 
•tede&at)  and  parflV  Boees.  *Thia  is 
oonchided,'  qnod  I,  *fbnnalj  and  aoth< 

4o£Mtl7.' 

inUlotopkie,  *  Bat  oonaideie  alio,*  qnod 
she,  *in  wham  this  blisftUnesse  en- 
habiteth.  The  oomnne  aoozdaonce  and 
oonoette  of  the  ooragea  of  men  pcoeveth 

45  and  giannteth,  that  god,  porinee  of  alle 
thingea,  is  good.  For,  so  as  nothing  ne 
may  ben  thoaght  bettre  than  god,  it  may 
nat  ben  doated  thanne  that  he,  that 
nothing  nis  bettre,  that  he  nis  good. 

SoOertes,  resoon  sheweth  that  god  is  so 
good,  that  it  proveth  by  Teixay  force  that 
paxfit  good  is  in  him.  Fbr  yif  god  ne  is 
swioh,  he  ne  may  nat  ben  prinoe  of  alls 
thinges ;  for  oertes  som-thing  possessins 

55  in  it-self  parflt  good,  sholda  ben  more 
worthy  than  god,  and  it  sholde  semen  that 
thiDca  thing  were  first,  and  alder  than 
god.  IV»r  we  ban  ahewed  aperUy  that 
alls  thinges  that  ben  parfit  ben  first  or 

60 thinges  that  ben  onparfit;  aad  fbr-thy, 
for  as  moohe  as  that  my  resoon  or  my 
prooes  ne  go  nat  a-wey  with-oatean  ende, 
we  owen  to  gzsonten  that  the  sorerein 
god  is  right  fbl  of  soverein  parflt  good. 

6s  And  we  han  estaWisshed  that  the  sorerein 
good  is  Terray  blisftilnesse  t  thanne  mot  it 
nedes  be,  that  yenray  blisftilnesse  is  set  in 
soverein  god.'  *  This  take  I  wel,*  qnod 
I,  *nethisnemaynatbenwithseidinno 

Tomanere.' 

' Bat  I pr^ye,' qiiod  she,  *seenow  how 
thoa  mayst  proeven,  holily  and  with-oata 
oorapcionn,  this  that  I  hare  seyd,  that 
the  soverein  god  is  zighi  fhl  of  soverein 

75  good.'       *Inwhiohmanere?'  qoodl. 
« Wenest  thoa  ani^t,'  ^[ood  she,  *that 
this  prinoe  of  alle  thi^iges  have  y-take 
thilke  sorerein  good  aiQMrhsr  out  of  him- 


self of  which  soTPerein  good  men  proveth 
that  he  is  fU,  right  as  thoa  mightest  80 
thiTiken  that  god,  that  hath  blisAilnesse 
in  him-eelf;  and  thilke  blisAilnesse  that 
is  in  him,  weren  dyvers  in  sabstaonoe  ? 
For  yif  thoa  wene  that  god  have  received 
thilke  good  oat  of  him-eelf,  thoa  mayst  85 
wene  that  he  that  yaf  thilke  good  to  god 
be  more  worthy  than  is  god.    Bat  I  am 
bi-knowen  and  oonfesse,  and  that  right 
dignely,  that  god  is  right  worthy  aboven 
alle  thinges ;  and,yif  sobethatthisgood  90 
be  in  him  hy  natare,  bat  that  it  is  dyvers 
fro  him  hy  weninge  resoan,  sin  we  speke 
of  god  prinoe  of  alle  thinges:  feigne  who- 
so fdigne  may,  who  was  he  that  hath 
oonjoigned  thise  dyverse  thinges  to-gider  f  95 
And  eek,  at  the  laste,  see  wel  that  a  thing 
that  is  dyvers  firom  any  thing,  that  thllka 
thing  nis  nat  that  same  thing  fro  which 
it  is  onderstonden  to  ben  dyvers.  Thanne 
folweth  it,  that  thilke  thing  that  by  his  100 
natare  is  dyvers  firo  soverein  good,  that 
that  thing  nis  nat  sovmin  good ;  bat 
oertes,  that  were  a  felonons  corsednesse 
to  thinken  that  of  him  that  nothing  nis 
more  worth.    For  alwey,  of  alle  thinges,  k^ 
the  natare  of  hem  ne  may  nat  ben  bettre 
than  his  biginning;   for  which  I  may 
conolnden,  by  right  verray  resoon,  that 
thilke  that  is  biginning  of  alle  thinges, 
thilke  same  thing  is  soverein  good  in  his  110 
sabstaonoe.'        *Thoa  hast  s^yd  zi^t- 
folly,'  qood  L 

*  Bat  we  han  graanted,' q[aod  she,  *  that 
the  soverein  good  is  blisftilnesse.'  *And 
that  is  sooth,'  qnod  L  "5 

*  Thanne,*  qaod  die,  *  moten  we  nedes 
graonten  and  oonfosson  that  thilke  same 
soverein  good  be  god.'  *  Otrtes,'  good 
I, '  I  ne  may  nat  denye  ne  withstonde 
the  resoons  porposed ;  and  I  see  wel  that  uo 
it  fblweth  by  strengtheof  the  premisses.' 

*Loke  now,'  qaod  she,  *yif  this  be 
proved  yit  more  fermely  thus  1  that  tiier 
ne  mowen  nat  ben  two  soverein  goodes 
that  ben  dyverse  amonge  hem-self.  For  ij^ 
certes,  the  goodes  that  ben  dyverse 
amomges  bom-self,  that  oon  nis  nat  that 
that  other  is ;  thanne  ne  may  neither  of 
hem  ben  pacfiti  ao  as  either  of  hem  lake 
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ijDlwth  to  oiher.  Bat  ibmk  that  nis  nat 
parflt,  mtti  may  aaan  ap«rtly  that  it  nia 
ikftt  aoverem.  Tha  tlungw,  thanne,  that 
ben  aovarainlj  gooda,  na  mowen  bj  no 
wey  ban  dyruM.    But  I  hava  wel  oon* 

135  (dndad  that  bliafVilneanfl  and  god  ban  tha 
•overain  good ;  for  whiaha  it  mot  nades 
ben,  that  aorarain  bUaftilneaw  is  aovarein 
diTinitaa.'  'Nothing/  qood  I,  *nis 
more  aoothflkst  than  this,  ne  more  fenna 

I4ob7reaoiin;  ne  a  mora  worthy  thing  than 
god  may  nat  ben  oondnded.' 

« Up-on  thisa  thingea  thanna,' qood  she, 
^zi^t  as  thisa  geomatriana,  whan  tb«(y 
han  shewed  hir  propoaicioima,  ben  wont 

X45  to  bringan  in  thingea  that  they  olepen 
pozismaa,  or  dedaraeknau  of  Jbrmid^ 
ilkimge$^  zifl^t  so  wola  I  yava  thee  heer  aa 
a  ooroUaxia,  or  «  aisda  ci^  conoynt.  IVir- 
why,  fbr  as  moohe  as  by  the  getinge  ^ 

150  blisfblnaase  man  ben  makad  blisftU,  and 
bliaftilnaaBa  is  divinitea :  *i»^"-no  ig  it 
manifest  and  open,  that  by  the  gatingaof 
dlvinitae  men  ben  maked  blisftil.  Bight 
as  by  ^o  getinge  of  jnstioe  [they  ben 

155  makad  just],  and  by  the  getinge  of  sa- 
pianoe  they  ben  maked  wyse :  right  so, 
nedas,  by  tha  semUable  reaonn,  whan 
they  han  geten  divinitoe,  they  ben  maked 
goddas.     Thanna  is  aTary  blisfol  man 

160  god ;  bat  oertes,  by  nature,  ther  nis  bat 
o  god;  bat,  by  the  partioipaoioon  of 
dirinitaa,  thar  na  let  ne  destorbeth 
nothing  that  ther  na  ben  manye  goddes.' 
'This   is,'  qnod  I,  *  a  fair   thing  and 

1^  a  preoioas,  depa  it  as  tliou  wolt ;  be  it 
porisme  or  ooroUaria,'  or  aisda  ofcortmm 
or  dBdaHangei, 

*■  Oertes,'  qnod  she,  'nothing  nis  iayrar 
than  is  the  thing  that  by  resoom  sholda 

170  ban  added  to  thise  Ibrsaida  thingas.' 
*  What  thing?'  qnod  L 

'So,' qnod  she,  *  as  it  semeth  that  blis- 
folneaM  oontaneth  many  thingea,  it  were 
tw  to  witen  whether  that  aUa  thisa 

175  thinges  maken  or  ooigoignan  as  a  maner 
body  of  UisftilnesBe,  by  dyratsitae  of 
partiaa  or  of  mambiaa ;  <«  ^las,  yif  that 
any  of  alia  thilke  thingea  be  swioh  that  it 
aeomplisshe  by  him-self  the  sabstaonoe  of 

180  bUsfti Inesssisothatalla thise othra thinges 


ben  referred  and  brought  to  bUsftdnesse,* 
thai  i$  to  myn,  a$  to  tks  cMf  Q/"  *«^ 
'Iwolde,'  qood  I,  'that  thoa  makedest 
me  oleerly  to  nndasstonde  what  thon 
sejst,  and  that  thou  reoordedest  me  the  185 
foraeyde  thinges.' 

*  Have  I  nat  joged,'  qnod  she,  '  that 
bUsftOnesseisgood?'  'Yis,  forw>the,' 
qnod  I;  '  and  that  soferein  good.' 

*  Adde  thanne,'  qood  she,  'thilke  good,  190 
that  i$  mak$d  M<«/WfMie«,  to  alle  the  for- 
seide  thinges;  tot  thilke  same  Uisftil- 
nesse  that  is   domed  to   ben   soTerein 
soAsaance,  thilke  selve  is  sorarein  power, 
sorerein  revarenoe,  sovarein  olaemtaBa  or  195 
nohltme,  and  soirarain  dalyt.     ConctnAlo. 
What  s^yst  thoa  thanne  of  alle  thise 
thinges,   that   is  to   seyn,    soffisaonoe, 
power,  and  this  othra  thinges;  ben  they 
tiianna  as  membresof  blisftilnessa,  or  ben  xo 
they  referred  and  broaght  to  sorrerein 
good,  ri|^   aa  alle   thinges   that   ben 
broaght  to  tha  ohiaf  of  ham?'     'lander* 
stonde  wel ; '  qnod  I,  '  i^iat  thoa  par* 
posest  to  sake ;  bat  I  desire  for  toherkne  aog 
that  thoa  shewe  it  me.' 

'  Tak  now  thos  the  disoreoioan  of  this 
qaestion,'  qaod  she.  'Yif  alle  thise 
thinges,'  qaod  she,  '  weren  membres  to 
Mioitee,  than  weren  thiy  dyrerse  that  aio 
oon  firom  that  other ;  and  swioh  is  the 
natara  of  partiaa  or  of  membrea,  that 
dyverse  membrea  oompoanen  a  body.' 
'  Certea,' qood  I, '  it  hath  wal  ben  shewed 
heerwblfom,  that  alle  thise  thinges  ben  315 
alle  o  thing.' 

'  Thanne  ben  th«y  none  msmbres,' qaod 
she;  'for  elles  it  sholde  seme  that  blis- 
ftilnesse  ware  eonioigned  al  of  on  mem- 
bre  allone ;  bat  that  is  a  thing  that  may  no 
nat  be  don.'  '  This  thing,'  qood  I,  *  nia 
nat  doatoos ;  bat  I  abyde  to  herknen  the 
remnaant  of  thy  qoostioan.* 

'This  is  open  and  oleer,'  qaod  she, 
'  that  alle  othra  thingea  ben  refiarred  and  ass 
broai^t  to  good.  For  therefore  is  sain- 
saonoe  reqoared,  for  it  is  demed  to  ben 
good ;  and  ibrthy  is  power  reqaered,  for 
men  trowen  also  that  it  be  good ;  and  this 
same  thing  mowan  we  thinkan  and  oon-  250 
jeotan  of  ravareaoa,  and  of  noUasae,  and 
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of  delyi  Thume  is  forerein  good  the 
Bommo  and  the  oause  of  al  that  anghte 
ben  desired ;  f or-why  thilke  thin^  that 

^35  with-holdeth  no  good  in  it-sel^  ne  sem- 
Uannce  of  good,  it  ne  may  nat  wel  in  no 
manere  be  desired  ne  reqoered.  And  the 
oontraxie  :  for  thogh  that  thinges  l^  hir 
nature  ne  ben  nat  goode,  algates,  jif  men 

S40  wene  that  ben  goode,  yit  ben  they  desired 
as  though  that  they  weren  verrayliche 
goode.  And  therfor  is  it  that  men 
onghten  to  wene  by  right,  that  bonntee 
be  the  soverein  fyn,  and  the  cause  of  alle 

M5  the  thinges  that  ben  to  reqneren.  But 
oertes,  thilke  that  is  cause  for  which  men 
reqneren  any  thing,  it  semeth  that  thilke 
same  thin^  be  most  desired.  Asthxis:yif 
that  a  wight  wolde  ryden  for  cause  of 

«5o  hele,  he  ne  desireth  nat  so  moohel  the 
moe^inge  to  ryden,  as  the  effect  of  his 
hele.  Now  thanne,  sin  that  alle  thinges 
ben  reqnered  for  the  grace  of  good,  they 
ne  ben  nat  desired  of  alle  folk  more 

ass  thanne  the  same  good.  But  we  han 
graonted  that  blisf olnesse  is  that  thing, 
for  whiche  that  alle  thise  othre  thinges 
ben  desired;  thanne  is  it  thus:  that, 
oertes,  only  blisfVilnesse  is  reqnered  and 

360  desired.  By  whiche  thing  it  sheweth 
oleerly,  that  of  good  and  of  blisftilnesse  is 
al  oon  and  the  same  snbstannce.*  *  I  see 
nat,*  qnod  I,  *  wherfore  that  men  migfaten 
disoorden  in  this.* 

a6s  *And  we  han  shewed  that  god  and 
verray  blisftilnesse  is  al  00  thing.*  'That 
is  sooth,*  qnod  L 

*  Thanne  mowen  we  oondnde  sikerly, 
that  the  snbstaonoe  of  god  is  set  in  thilke 

270  same  good,  and  in  non  other  place. 

Hsna  X    Hue  omnetpariter  umUe  ca^ 

O  cometh  alle  to-gider  now,  3^  that  ben 
y-oaoght  and  y-bonnde  with  wikkede 
cdkeynes,  by  the  deoeivable  delyt  of  erthely 
thinges  enhabitinge  in  your  thought! 
5  Heer  shal  ben  the  teste  of  yoor  labours, 
heer  is  the  havene  stable  in  peysible 
quiete ;  this  allone  is  the  open  reftott  to 
wrecohes.  Glosa.  Thia  it  to  teyn,  that 
y$  thai  bmcomXrn^  and  decticed  with 


voorlddy  affiBcdoumSy  comeSi  fww  to  ihi$  10 
90verein  good,  thatii  god,  that  it  r^fid  to 
hem  thoA  woUn  eomm  to  Mm,    Teztns. 
Alle  the  thinges  that  the  river  Tsgus 
yeveth  yow  with  his  goldene  gravailes,  or 
elles   alle  the  thinges  that  the  river  15 
Hermus  yeveth  with  his  rede  brinke,  or 
that  Indus  yeveth,  that  is  next  the  bote 
party  of  the  world,  that  medleth  the 
grene  stones  with  the  whyte,  ne  sholde 
nat  cleeren  the  lookinge  of  your  thought,  ao 
but  hyden  rather  your  blinde  oorages 
with-in  hir  derknesse.    Al  that  lyketh 
yow  heer,  and  exo3^th  and  moeveth  your 
thoughtes,  the  erthe  hath  norisshed  it  in 
hise  lowe  oaves.    But  the  shyninge,  by  25 
whiche    the   hevene  is  governed   and 
whennes  he  hath   his  strengthe,  that 
eschueth  the  derke  overthrowinge  of  the 
sowle ;  and  who-so  may  knowen  thilke 
light  of  blisftilnesse,  he  shal  wel  seyn,  30 
that  the  whyte  hemes  of  the  Sonne  ne  ben 
natoleer.* 

Fboss  XI. '  AttenHor,  inguam. 

Botes,  *I  assente  me,'  quod  I;  *for 
alle  thise  thinges  ben  strongly  boxmden 
with  right  ferme  resouns.' 

PhUotophie,  *How  moehel  wilt  thou 
preysen  it,*  quod  she,  *yif  that  thou  5 
knowe  what  thilke  good  is  ?  *  *  I  wol 
pr^yse  it,*  quod  I,  *  by  piys  with-outen 
ende,  yif  it  shal  bityde  me  to  knowe  also 
to-gider  god  that  is  good.* 

'  Oertes,*  quod  she, '  that  shal  I  do  thee  10 
by  verray  resoun,  yif  that  the  thinges 
that  I  have  concluded  a  litel  heivbifom 
dwellen  only  in  hir  first  graunting.' 
*  They  dwellen  graunted  to  thee,*  quod  I ; 
thit  it  to  seyn,  at  who  tttth:  I  gnrnntt  thy  15 
Jbneide  coneluaiouna, 

*  Have  I  nat  shewed  thee,'  quod  she, 
*that  the  thinges  that  ben  reqnered  of 
many  f oUces  ne  ben  nat  verray  goodes  ne 
parflte«  for  they  ben  dyverse  that  oon  flro  20 
that  othre;  andsoaseohof hemislak- 
kinge  to  other,  th^  ne  han  no  power  to 
bringen  a  good  that  is  ftilandabsolut? 
But  thanne  at  erst  ben  they  verray  good, 
whftiuie  thflfir  hen  gadered  to^^idir  alle  25 
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bkrto  O'focme  and  in-io  oon  .wirkinge,  ao 
that  thilke  Htdng  that  is  saffisaunoe, 
thilJka  lame  be  power,  and  reverenoe,  and 
nobloMC,  and  mirthe ;  and  f onoihe,  bat- 

So  yif  alle  thiae  thingea  ben  alle  oon  same 
thing,  they  ne  han  nat  wherby  that  they 
mowen  ben  pot  in  the  noiimb«r  of  thinges 
that  onghten  ben  xeqnered  or  desired.' 
*It  is  shewed,'  qnod  I;  *neher-ofmay 

35  ther  no  man  donten.' 

(The  thinges  thanne,' qnod  she,  ^that 
ne  ben  no  goodes  whanne  th^  ben  dy* 
-verse,  and  whan  they  beginnen  to  ben 
alle  oon  thing  thanne  ben  they  goodes, 

40  ne  oomth  it  hem  nat  thanne  by  the 
getinge  of  nnitee,  that  th^  ben  maked 
goodes?'    'Soitsemeth,'quodI. 

*  Bat  al  thing  that  is  good,'  qnod  she, 
'gnanntest  thon  that  it  be  good  by  the 

45  pttrtioipaoioun  of  good,  or  no?'  *I 
gnumte  it,'  qnod  L 

*  Thanne  most  thou  grannten,'  qnod 
she,  *  by  semblable  resoim,  that  oon  and 
good  be  00  same  thing.    Eor  of  thinges, 

50  of  whiche  that  the  effeot  nis  nat  nfttnrelly 
diverse,  nodes  the  substance  mot  be  00 
same  thing.'  *I  ne  may  nat  denye 
that,'  quod  L 

( Hast  thou  nat  knowen  wel,'  quod  she, 

55  *  that  al  tiling  that  is  hath  so  longe  his 
dweUinge  and  his  substaunee  as  longe  as 
it  is  oon ;  but  whan  it  forleteth  to  ben 
oon,  it  mot  nodes  dyen  and  oorumpe  to- 
gider?'        *In  whiohmanere?' quodL 

60  *  Bight  as  in  bestes,'  quod  she,  *  whan 
the  sowle  and  the  body  ben  ooigoigned 
in  oon  and  dwellen  to-gider,  it  is  doped 
abeest.  And  whan  hirunitee  is  destroyed 
by  the  disseveraunce  of  that  oon  from 

6s  that  other,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  it  is 
a  ded  thing,  and  that  it  nis  no  lenger 
nobeest.  And  the  body  of  a  wight,  whyl 
it  dwelleth  in  00  forme  hy  ooujunoeioun 
of  membres,  it  is  wel  seyn  that  it  is 

70  a  figure  of  man-kinde.  And  yif  the 
parties  of  the  body  ben  so  devyded  and 
disserered,  tkfOi  oon  fro  thai  oiher^  that 
th^  desfcroyen  unitee,  the  body  forieteth 
to  ben  that  it  was  bifom.    And,  who-so 

75  wolde  renne  in  the  same  manero  by  alle 
thinges,  ha  sholde  seen  that,  with-oute 

O 


doute,  eveiy  thing  is  in  his  substaunoe  as 
longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and  whan  it  forleteth 
to  ben  oon,  it   dyeth   and  perissheth.' 
*■  Whan   I   oonsidere,'   quod  I,   *  manye  80 
thinges,  I  see  non  other,' 

*Is  ther  any-thing  thanne,'  quod  she, 
*■  that,  in  as  moche  as  it  lireth  naturally, 
that  forleteth  the  talent  or  appe^  of  his 
beinge,  and  desireth  to  oome  todeeth  and  85 
to  ooruixuoun?'  ^Yif  I  oonsidere,' 

quod  I,  *  the  beestes  that  han  any  manor 
nature  of  wilninge  and  of  nillinge,  I  ne 
ilnde  no  beest,  but-yif  it  be  oonstreined 
firo  with-oute  forth,  that  forleteth  or  90 
despyseth  the  entenoioun  to  liven  and 
to  duren,  or  that  wole,  his  thaukes, 
hasten  him  to  dyen.  For  every  beest 
travaileth  him  to  de£Eende  and  kqpe  the 
saTseioun  of  his  lyf,  and  eschueth  deeth  95 
and  destruooioun.  But  oertes,  I  doute 
me  of  herbes  and  of  trees,  thai  it  to  teyn, 
that  I  am  in  a  daute  ti^twkhs  thtmgm  a§ 
herbe$  or  traes,  that  ne  han  no  felinge 
sowles,  MS  mo  naiurel  Vfirkififfe$  tervinge  to  loa 
a^pptiytei  a$  5«ftef  Aom,  toheOter  they  han 
appetyt  to  dweUen  and  to  durm,* 

*Certes,'  quod  she,  ^ne  ther-of  thar 
thee  nat  doute.    Now  loke  up-on  thise 
herbes  and  thise  trees ;  they  wexen  ilrst  105 
in  swiohe  plaees  as  ben  oovenable  to  hem, 
in  whiche  plaees  they  ne  mowen  nat  sono 
dyen  ne  dryen,  as  longe  as  hir  nature 
may  deffenden  hem.    For  som  of  hem 
waxen  in  feeldes,  and  Bom  in  moun-  no 
taignes,  and  othre  waxen  in  mareys,  and 
othre  eleven  on  roches,  and  somme  waxen 
plentirous  in  sondes ;  and  yif  that  any 
wight  enforce  him  to  beren  hem  in-to 
othre   plaoes,    they  wexen    drye.     For  115 
nature  yeveth  to  every  thing  that  that 
is  convenient  to  him,  and  travaileth  that 
they  ne  dye  nat,  as  longe  as  they  han 
power  to  dwellen  and  to  liven.    What 
woltow  s^yn  of  this,  that  they  drawen  lao 
alle  hir  norisshinges  by  hir  rotes,  right 
as  they  hadden  hir  mouthes  y-plounged 
with-in  the  erthes,  and  sheden  by  hir 
maiyes  hir  wode  and  hir  bark?    And 
what  woltow  seyn  of  this,  that  thilko  125 
thing  that  is  right  8<^,  as  the  maiye  is, 
that  is  ahrey  hid  in  the  sete,  al  .with- 
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iime,  and  that  is  defended  firo  with-oate 
l)y  the  stedefiuitnesfle  of  wode ;  and  that 

130  the  nttereste  hark  is  pat  ayeins  the  des- 
temperannoe  of  the  heyene,  as  a  defendoor 
mighty  to  snffren  harm?  And  thns, 
oertes,  maystow  wel  seen  how  greet  is 
the  diligonoe  of  nature ;  for  alle  thinges 

135  renoyelen  and  pnplisshen  hem  with  seed 
y-mnltipljed ;  ne  ther  nis  no  man  that  ne 
wot  wel  that  they  ne  hen  right  as 
a  fonndement  and  edifice,  for  to  dnren 
nat  only  for  a  tyme,  hut  right  as  for 

140  to  dnren  perdnrahly  l^  generaoioon.  And 
the  thinges  eek  that  men  wenen  ne  haven 
none  sowles,  ne  desire  they  nat  ech  of 
hem  hy  semUable  resonn  to  kepen  that 
is  hirs,  that  ia  to  9eyn,  thtU  U  acordings  to 

145  Mr  naimre  in  conaervaeUnm  of  hir  beUtge 
andenduriaigef  For  whex^for  elles  hereth 
lightnesse  the  flanmbes  np,  and  the 
weighte  presseth  the  erthe  a-donn,  but 
for  as  moche  as  thilke  places  and  thilke 

150  moevinges  ben  oorenable  to  everioh  of 
hem?  And  forsothe  everything  kepeth 
thilke  that  is  aoordinge  and  propre  to 
him,  right  as  thinges  that  ben  contraries 
and  enemys  corompen  hem.   And  yit  the 

i5Sharde  thinges,  as  stones,  dyven  and 
holden  hir  parties  to-gider  right  £ute  and 
harde,  and  deffenden  hem  in  withstond- 
inge  that  they  ne  departe  nat  lightly 
a-twinne.     And  the  thinges  that  ben 

160  softs  and  fletinge,  as  is  water  and  eyr, 
they  departen  lightly,  and  yeven  place 
to  hem  that  broken  or  devyden  hem; 
bat  natheles,  they  retomen  sone  ayein 
in-to  the  same  thinges  fro  whennes  they 

165  ben  arraced.  But  tyt  fleeth  and  refhseth 
al  devisioon.  Ke  I  ne  trete  nat  heer 
now  of  wilftil  moevinges  of  the  sowle 
that  is  knowinge,  but  of  the  natarel 
entencioan  of  thinges,  as  thos :  right  as 

170  we  swolwe  the  mete  that  we  reoeiven  and 
no  thinke  nat  on  it,  and  as  we  drawen 
oar  breetb  in  slepinge  that  we  wite  it 
nat  whyle  we  slepen.  For  certes,  in  the 
beestes,  the  love  of  hir  Uvinges  ne  of  hir 

175  beinges  ne  oomth  nat  of  the  wilninges 
of  the  sowle,  bat  of  the  biginninges  of 
natare.  For  certes,  thorogh  constxein- 
inge  canses,  wil  desixeth  and  embraceth 


All  ofte   tyme   the   deeth   that   natare 
dredeth ;  that  i$  to  teyn  tu  tJuu :  that  180 
a  man  may  bm  cotutrtyMd  so,  hy  $om 
cause,  that  his  vM  detinth  and  tdketh  the 
deeth  which  that  nature  hateth  and  dred^ 
eth  JSd  sore.     And  somtyme  we   seeth 
the  contraxye,  as  thns :  that  the  wil  of  185 
a  wight  destorbeth  and  oonstr^yneth  that 
that  natar^  desireth  and  reqaereth  al- 
wey,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  werk  of  genera- 
cioan,  by  the  whiciie  generaoioan  only 
dwelleth  and  is  sastened  the  long  dara- 190 
bletee  of  mortal  thinges.    And  thas  this 
charitee  and  this  love,  that  every  thing 
hath  to  him-self,  ne  oomth  nat  of  the 
moevinge  of  the  sowle,  bat  of  the  en- 
tencioan of  natare.    For  the  parviaance  195 
of  god  hath  yeven  to  thinges  that  ben 
oreat  of  him  this,  that  is  a  ftd  gret  caase 
to  liven  and  to  dnren ;  for  which  they 
desiren  natarelly  hir  lyf  as  longe  as  ever 
th^  mowen.    For  which  thoa  mayst  nat  200 
drede,    hy  no    manere,   that   alle    the 
thinges  that  ben  anywhere,  that  th^y  ne 
reqneren  natarelly  the  ferme  stablenesse 
of  perdarable   dwellinge,  and   eek  the 
eschainge  of  destraccioan.*    *  Kow  con*  205 
fesse  I  wel,'  qnod  I,  *that  I  see  now  wel 
certeinly,  with-oate  doates,  the  thinges 
that  whylom  semeden  oncertain  to  me.* 

'Bat,*  qaod  she,  *  thilke  thing  that 
desireth  to  be  and  to  dwellen  perdaraUy,  210 
he  desireth  to  ben  oon ;  for  yif  that  that 
con  were  destroyed,  certes,  beinge   ne 
shalde  ther  non  dwellen  to  no  wight.* 

*  That  is  sooth,'  qaod  I. 

*Thanne,*    qaod    she,    'desiren    alle  215 
thinges  oon  ?*        *  I  assente,'  qaod  I. 

*  And  I  have  shewed,*  qaod  she,  *  that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke  that  is  good  ?* 

*  Ye,  for  sothe,*  qaod  L 

*Alle  thinges  thanne,*  qaod  she,  *re-  22a 
qairen  good;   and  thilke  good  thanne 
mayst  thoa  desoiyven  right  thns :  good 
is  thilke  thing  that  every  wight  desireth.* 

*  Ther  ne  may  be  thooght,*  qaod  I,  *  no 
more  verray  thing.      For   either    alle  225 
thinges  ben   referred  and  broaght   to 
noaght,  and  floteren  with-oate  govemoar, 
despoiled  of  oon  as  of  hir  propre  heved ; 

or  elles,  yif  ther  be  any  thing  to  whiol^ 
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ay>  that  alia  thixiget  tenden  and  hyan,  that 
thing  mofte  ben  tha  •oyerein  good  of  alle 
goodes.' 

Thanne  86Qrda  iha  thus :  *  O  my  nory/ 
qnod  she, '  I  hare  grei  gladnewe  of  thee ; 

135  for  thoa  hast  floched  in  thyn  herte  the 
middel  soothfastnesse,  that  i$  to  seyn,  tha 
prikke;  bat  this  thing  hath  ben  dea- 
covered  to  thee,  in  that  thoa  scydest 
that  thoa  wistest  na*  a  Utel  her-bifonu' 

t40  '  What  was  that  ?'  qnod  I. 

*  That  thoa  ne  wistest  nai,'  qood  she, 
*  which  was  the  ande  of  thinges;  and 
oertes,  that  is  the  thing  that  ereiy  wight 
desireth ;  and  for  as  mochel  as  we  han 

245  gadered  and  comprehended  that  good  is 
ihilke  thing  that  is  desired  of  aUa,  thanne 
moten  we  nodes  oonfessen,  that  good  is 
iha  fyn  of  alle  thinges. 

KsTBs3X    Quiittiii  pnj^$mda  meat* 


Who-so  that  seketh  sooth  by  a  deep 
thoght,  and  coreiteth  nat  to  ben  decetred 
by  no  mis-weyes,  lat  him  roUen  and 
trenden  with-inne  him-self  the  li^t  of 
5  his  inward  sighte ;  and  lat  him  gadere 
ayein,  endyninge  in-to  a  compas,  the 
longe  moeringes  <^f  hi$  tJkmghUi ;  and 
lat  him  teohen  his  oorage  that  he  hath 
encloeed  and  hid  in  his  tresors,  al  that 

10  he  compasseth  or  seketh  fro  with^mte. 
And  thanne  thilke  thinge,  that  the  Mi^t^^ 
cloade  of  erroar  whylom  hadde  y-corered, 
shal  lighten  more  oleerly  thanne  Phebos 
him-self  ne  shyneth.        Olosa.    Who-^ 

15  woU  mktn  <ks  deap  ^rowfida  ct/  JooCJk  in  Jkis 
thouQkl^  €md  tool  nat  &0  dseehed  by  falm 
propotSdoum  that  goon  amis  ^  the  troutkSj 
lat  him  vd  examine  and  roUe  with  inne 
hiwmlf  the  nature  and  the  propreteeeci/ the 

JO  thing;  and  lat  him  yit  nfteonee  eoeamine 
and  roUen  hie  thoughtee  by  good  dtUbera- 
eiounj  or  that  he  dome  ;  and  lat  him  teehen 
hie  eowle  that  it  hathj  by  natural  prindpUe 
kindeUehe  y-hid  wUhrin  it-eOf,  aUe  the 

95  trouthe  the  whiehe  he  imagineth  to  hen  in 
thiiHfee  with-oute.  And  thanne  aUe  the 
derkneete  (^fhiemitknowinge  shal  eeme  more 
evidently  to  eighie  of  hie  wsderetondinge 

Q 


thannt  the  eenne  ne  eemeth  to  tighie  1 
out&Jtrth,       For  oertes  the  body,  brings  30 
inge  the  weighte  of  fozyetinge,  ne  hath 
nat  chased  oat  of  yoor  thooghte  al  the 
deemossa  ofycmr  Jeno^Bimge  \  forcerteinly 
the  seed  of  sooth  haldeth  and  dyveth 
with-in  your  corege,  and  ii  is  awaked  45 
and  ezoyted  by  tha  winde  and  by  the 
blastes  of  doctrine.    For  wherfor  elles 
demon  ye  of  yoor  owne  wil  the  rigfates, 
whan  ye  ben  axed,  bat-yif  so  were  that 
the  norisshinga  of  remmn  ne  livede  y«  ¥^ 
ploonged  in  tha  depthe  cf  yoor  herte  ? 
tiUf  ie  to  eeyn,  how  eholden  wtendementha 
eooth  (nf  any  thing  that  were  awed^  y{f  ther 
nere  a  rote  of  mnaXhffu^bmmit  ikal  ware  y- 
pUmnged  and  hid  in  nolnrtljprfodfplM,  the  45 
whiehe  eoothf^atntete  lived  with-in  the  deep^ 
nme  of  the  tkongkt.    And  yif  so  be  that 
the  Hose  and   the  doctrine  of  Plato 
singeth  sooth,  al  that  every  wight  lemeth, 
ha  ne  doth  no-thing  ellea  thanne  bat  50 
recoordeth,  as  man  recordflii  thinges  that 
ben  foryaten*' 

Pbosb  XH.    TStm  ego^  Ptatoni,  hnquam, 

Thanne  seide  I  thos :  '  I  aoorde  ma 
gretly  to  Plato,  for  thoa  zemembrest 
and  recordest  me  thise  thinges  yit  the 
secoande  tyme ;  that  ie  to  eeyn^  first  whan 
I  loste  my  mamoria  by  the  contagions  5 
conjanccionn  of  the  body  with  the  sowie ; 
and  eftsones  afterward,  whan  I  loste  it, 
oonfoanded  by  the  charge  and  hy  the 
bnxdene  of  my  sorwe.* 

And  thanne  seide  sha  thos :  *yif  thoa  10 
loke,*  quod  she,  ^  first  the  thinges  that 
thoa  hast  graonted,  it  ne  shal  nat  ben 
right  for  that  thoa  ne  shalt  remembren 
thilke  thing  that  thoa  seydest  that  thoa 
nistestnat.'        *  What  thing  f '  qood  I.     15 

*By  whiehe  govemement,'  qaod  she, 
•that  this  world  is  goremed.'  •Me 
remembreth  it  wel,*  qaod  I ;  *  and  I  con- 
fesse  wel  that  I  ne  wiste  it  naoght.  Bat 
al-be-it  so  that  I  see  now  foom  a-fer  what  JO 
thoa  parposest,  algates,  I  desire  yit  to 
herkene  it  of  thee  more  pleynly.' 

*Thoa  ne   wendest  nat,'   qaod  she, 
•a  litel  her-bifom,  that  man  sholdea 
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'5  doate  that  this  world  nis  governed  by 
god.'  *  Certes/  quod  I,  *  ne  yit  ne  doate 
I  it  naught,  ne  I  nel  neyer  wene  that 
it  were  to  doate ;  a*  who  mUh^  htU  I  wot 
wd  that  god  govsmath  (hi§  world;  and 

90  I  shal  shortly  answeren  thee  by  what 
reeonns  I  am  brought  to  this,  lliis 
world,'  qnod  I,  *  of  so  manye  dyverse  and 
oontrarioos  parties,  ne  mighte  never  han 
ben  assembled  in  o  forme,  bat-yif  ther 

S5  nere  oon  that  conjoignede  so  manye  dy- 
verse thinges ;  and  the  same  dyversitee 
of  hir  natures,  that  so  disoorden  that 
oon  fro  that  other,  moste  departen  and 
nnjoignen   the   thinges   that  ben  con- 

40  joigned,  yif  ther  ne  were  oon  that  con- 
tenede  that  he  hath  ooigoined  and  y- 
boonde.  Ke  the  oertein  ordre  of  nature 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  forth  so  ordenee 
moevinges,    by   places,    by   tymes,    by 

45  doinges,  by  spaces,  by  qnalitees,  yif  ther 
ne  were  oon  that  were  ay  stedefiut 
dweilinge,  that  ordeynede  and  disponede 
thise  dyversitees  of  moevinges.  And 
thilke  thing,  what-so-ever  it  be,  by  which 

50  that  alle  thinges  ben  y-maked  and  y-lad, 
I  depe  him  **  god  " ;  that  is  a  word  that 
is  used  to  alia  folk.' 

Thanne  sejrde  she :   '  sin  thou  felest 
thus  thise  thinges,'  quod  she,  *I  trowe 

55  that  I  have  litd  more  to  done  that  thou, 
mighty  of  weleftilnosso,  hool  and  sounde, 
ne  see  eftsones  thy  oontree.  But  lat  us 
loken  the  thinges  that  we  han  purposed 
her-bifom.    Have  I  nat  noumbred  and 

60  s^yd,'  quod  she,  ^  that  sofflsaunoe  is  in 

"^  blisftilnesse,  and  we  han  aoorded  that 
god  is  thilke  seme  bUsftUnesse?'  *Tis, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

*And  that,  to  goveme   this  world,* 

6$  qnod  she,  *  ne  shal  he  never  han  node 
of  non  help  fro  with-oute?  For  elles, 
yif  he  hadde  nede  of  any  help,  he  ne 
sholde  nat  have  no  fal  sniBsaunoe?' 
^  Yis,  thus  it  mot  nodes  be,'  quod  I. 

70  *  Thanne  ordeineth  ha  iy  him-self  al« 
one  alle  thinges?'  quod  she.  *That 
may  nat  be  den^yed,' quod  I. 

*And  I  have  shewed  that  god  is  the 
same  good?'       *  It  zemembreth  me  wel,' 

75  ^nod  I. 


'Thanne  ordeineth  he  alle  thinges  by 
thilke  good,'  quod  she ;  *  sin  he,  which 
that  we  han  aoorded  to  be  good,  govemeth 
alle  thinges  by  him-self;  and  he  is  as 
a  k^ye  and  a  stere  by  which  that  the  80 
edifice  of  this  world  is  y-kept  stable 
and  with-oute  ooxoumpinge.'  *  I  aoorde 
me  greetly,'  quod  I ;  *  and  I  apereeivede 
a  litel  her>bi&»m  that  thou  woldest  s^ye 
thus ;  al-be-it  so  that  it  were  by  a  thinne  85 
snspecioun.' 

*I  trowe  it  wel,'  quod  she;  *for,  as 
I  trowe,  thou  ledest  now  more  ententifly 
thyne  eyen  to  loken  the  verray  goodes. 
But  natheles  the  thing  that  I  shal  telle  90 
thee  yit  ne  sheweth  nat  lasse  to  loken.' 
*Whatisthat?'  quodL 

*So  as  men  trowen,'  quod  she,  'and 
that  rightftilly,  that  god  govemeth  alle 
thinges  by  the  koye  of  his  goodnesse,  95 
and  alle  thise  same  thinges,  as  I  have 
taught  thee,  hasten  hem  by  natnrel  en- 
tencioun  to  comen  to  good :  ther  may  no 
man  douten  that  thoy  ne  be  governed 
voluntariely,  and  that  they  ne  oonverten  100 
hem  of  hir  owne  wil  to  the  wil  of  hir 
ordenoor,  as  they  that  ben  aoordinge  and 
endyninge  to  hir  govemour  and  hir 
king.'  '  It  mot  nodes  be  so,*  quod  I ; 
'for  the  reaume  ne  sholde  nat  semen  105 
blisftil  yif  ther  were  a  yok  of  mis- 
drawinges  in  dyverse  parties;  ne  the 
savinge  of  obedient  thinges  ne  sholde  nat 
be.' 

'Thanne  is  ther  nothing,'  quod  she,  no 
'that  kepeth  his  nature,  that  enforoeth 
himtogoonayeingod?'        'Ko,' quodL 

'  And  yif  that  anywthing  enforoede  him 
to  with-etonde  god,  mighte  it  availen  at 
the  lasts  ayeins  him,  that  we  han  115 
graonted  to  ben  almighly  by  the  ri^ht 
of  blisftilnesse?'  '  Oertes,' qnod  I, '  al- 
outrely  it  ne  mighte  nat  avaOen  him.' 

'Tbanne  is  ther  no-thing,'  quod  she, 
'that  either  wole  or  may  with-stonden  iso 
to  this  soverein  good  ?'       'J  trowe  nat,' 
quodL 

'  Thanne  is  thilke  the  soverein  good,' 
quod  she,  '  that  alle  thinges  govemeth 
strongly,  and  ord^yneth  hem   softely.'  125 
Thanne  s^yde  I  thus:  'I  delyte  me,' 
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quod  I,  *  na*  only  in  ihe  mdm  or  in  the 
9omme  of  the  reeoons  that  thou  hast 
oonohided  and  proeved,  hot  thiUke  wordes 

150  that  thou  naest  delyten  me  moohe  more ; 
so,  at  the  laete,  foolea  that  aumtyme 
renden  grete  thingea  ooghten  ben  a- 
ahamed  of hemnpelf;'  fkat  i$  to  asyn,  that 
«M  Jbolm  tkat  r^rehemdem  wO±edlif  the 

13s  tkktgm  that  tovekem  goddm  govemavncey 
«M  omghtem  ben  atkamed  of  ouof^eelf:  a$ 
I,  that  a0yd«  Okat  god  r^/ktteih  omty  the 
werkee  of  mm^  amd  tm  emtrtmiteth  nai  of 

140  *  Thoa  hast  fnji  herd,'  qnod  she,  *  the 
fkhlea  of  tilie  poetes,  how  the  g^<Mmts 
mmtSMan.  the  hevene  wiXk  IJte  ffoddm; 
bvt  foraoifae,  the  debonair  teoe  of  god 
depoaede  hem,  as  it  mm  noiihy;  thatU 

145  to  MyR,  deetroifoie  the  giamU$t  ae  U  wome 
worthp.  Bat  wilt  thoa  that  we  joignen 
to-gider  thUhe  ntme  zesoonaf  IVxr  pei^ 
Avetiture,  of  awieh  eoi\jnneioan  may 
atexten  np  aom  ikir  spafkle  of  sooth.* 

150  '  Do,' q[Qod  I, '  as  thee  liste.* 

*  Wenest  thou,' quod  she,  *that  god  ne 
bealmii^ty'  Koman  is  indonteof  it.' 
*Oertes,'  quod  I,  *no  wi|^  ne  dontsth 
it,  yif  he  be  In  his  minde.' 

155  'Bathe,'qnod  she,  «that  is  almighty, 
ther  nis  nothing  tlia*  he  ne  mayf 
« nial  is  sooth,' quod  L 

*  May  god  donyrel?'  qtiod  she.  ^Nsy, 
ibrsothe,'  quod  I. 

160  'Thanne  is  yvel  nothfaig,'  quod  she, 
*  sfai  that  he  ne  may  nat  don  yvel  that 
may  don  aUe thingea.'  'fioomestthon 
'me?'  qnodl;  *or  ettee  ftetfeet  thou  or 
deeetoeet  thou  me,  that  hast  so  wvren  me 

i^  with  thy  resoons  the  hons  of  Bedalns, 
so  entrelaoed  that  it  is  nnable  to  be  nn- 
laeed;  thoa  that  other^whyle  entreat 
ther  thoa  issest,  and  othei^whyle  issest 
ther  thoa  entrest,  ne  foldest  thoa  nat 

170  to-gider,  byrepUeaeSouncfwordeet  a  manor 
wonderftil  eeanile  or  enviponinge  of  the 
simplicitee  devyne?  For  oertea,  a  litel 
her>bllbni,  whan  thoa  Idgonneat  blisful- 
nasso,  thorn  ssydest  that  it  is  soverein 

1 75  good ;  and  seydest  that  it  is  set  in  soverein 
god ;  and  seydest  that  god  him-self  is 
•overein  good ;  and  that  god  is  the  ftzUs 


blisftilnesse ;  ibr  which  thoa  ya^e  me  as 
a  oovenaUe  yift,  that  ie  to  eeym^  that  no 
wi^t  nis  blisftil  bot-yif  he  be  god  also  180 
ther-with.     And  seidest  eek,  that  the 
fiirme  of  good  is  the  sabstaanoe  of  god 
and  of  blisftUnesse ;  and  seidest,  that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke  same  good, 
that  is  reqaered  and  desired  of  alle  the  i9s 
kinde  of  thinges.    And  thoa  proevedest, 
in  di^nitinge,  that  god  govemeth  all  the 
thinges  of  the  world  by  the  goreznements 
of  boontea,  and  eeydeet^  that  alle  thinges 
wolen  obeyen  to  him ;  and  ee^dittf  that  ^S^ 
the  natore  of  jvtH  nis  nothing.    And 
thise  thinges  ne  diewedast  thoa  nat  with 
none  resoons  y4aken  fro  with^ooto,  bat 
byproeresliicercietafidhoomUoh  knowsn ; 
the  whiohe  proeves  drawen  to  hem-self  195 
hir  fbith  and  hir  aooord,  erwioh  of  hem 
of  other.* 

Thanne  m(yd»  she  thos :  *  I  ne  soome 
thee  nati  im  jrf^ve,  fit  deeeiwe  Met;  bat 
I  have  shewed  thee  the  thing  that  is  «oo 
grettest  over  aDe  thinges  by  the  yift  of 
god,  tbat  we  whylom  prejeden.  IVv  this 
is  the  forme  of  tbe  devyne  sabstaanoe, 
that  is  swioh  that  H  ne  slydeth  nat  in-4o 
oatterest  ftoeine  thinges,  ne  ne  reoeirelh  aos 
no  stimange  thinges  in  him ;  bat  right 
as  Parmenides  seyde  In  Oreek  of  thilke 
deryne  sabstaanoe ;  he  s^jrde  thos :  that 
"  thilke  devyne  sabstaanoe  tometh  the 
world  and  the  moevableoerole  of  thinges,  110 
wh  jl  thilkf  deiwynm  sabstaanoe  kepeth 
it^Mlf  with-oate  moeTinge;"  Mai  te  to 
seyn,  that  U  m  momieth  nsssr-ino,  <md  yit  U 
moeoeth  alls  cthre  thktgee.  Bat  natheles, 
yif  I  have  stired  resoons  that  ne  ben  nat  S15 
taken  fro  with-oate  the  oompas  of  thing 
of  which  we  treten,  bat  resoons  that  ben 
bistowed  with-4n  that  oompas,  ther  nis 
nat  why  that  thoa  dioldest  merveilen ; 
sin  ttioa  hast  lemed  hy  the  sentence  of  aao 
Plato,  that  "  nodes  the  wordes  moten  be 
cosines  to  the  thinges  of  which  th^ 
spoken." 

KsTBBZn.    KUm^quipotuitlfOta. 

Blisftil  is  that  man  that  mi^  seen  the 
dere  weUe  of  good ;  Uisfta  is  he  that 
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may  nnUnden  him  fro  the  bcmcles  of  the 
hevy  erthe.  The  poete  of  Trace,  Orphemgt 
5  that  whylom  hadde  right  greet  sorwe 
for  the  deeth  of  his  -wyf;  after  that  he 
hadde  maked,  hyhie  weeply  songee,  the 
wodeo,  moevaUe,  to  reimen ;  and  hadde 
maked  the  riveres  to  stonden  stille ;  and 

lo  hadde  maked  the  hertee  and  the  hindes 
to  joignen,  dredeleSi  hir  sydes  to  omel 
lyouns,  for  to  herknen  hit  iong^',  and 
hadde  maked  that  the  hare  mm  natagast 
of  the  homide,  which  that  wae  plesed  by 

15  his  songe :  so,  whan  the  moste  ardannt 
loVe  of  Ids  wif  tnende  the  entarailes  of  his 
brest,  ae  the  soaiges  that  hadden  over- 
oomen  alle  tiiinges  ne  mightea  nat  as- 
swagen  hir  lord  OrpheuBy  he  pleynede 

TO  him  of  the  hevene  goddes  that  weren 
cruel  to  him ;  he  wente  him  to  the  houses 
of  helle.  And  there  he  tempteda  hise 
bUumdisihlnge  iKmges  by  resowninge 
strenges,  and  spak  and  song  in  wepinge 

S5  al  that  ever  he  hadde  reoeired  and  laved 
oat  of  the  noble  Welles  ef  his  moder 
CdUiopB  the  goddene;  and  he  S(mg  with 
as  mochel  as  he  mig^ite  of  wepinge,  and 
mth  as  moche  as  love,  that  ddnblede  his 

30  sorwe,  migfate  yeve  him  and  teohen  him ; 
«nd  he  conmioevede  the  helle,  aod  re- 
qoerede  and  bisonghto  by  swete  proyere 
the  lordes  of  sowles  in  hdle^  of  relesinge ; 
fhatiitoaBtnstowOdmkknhUwuf. 

35  Oerhenuy  the  porter  of  helle,  with  his 
three  hevedes,  was  oaoght  and'al  abayst 
ibr  the  newe  song ;  and  tiie  three  god- 
desses, JVHsf,  and  vengezesses^f  Monyes, 
tiiat  tonnenten  and  agaslen  the  sowles 

40  by  tanoy^  woocea  sorwftd  and  soiy,  and 


wepen  teres  for  pitee.  Tho  ne  was  nat 
the  heved  of  Izion  y-tormented  by  the 
overthrowinge  wheel ;  and  Tantalus,  that 
was  destroyed  hy  the  woodnesse  of  longe 
thnrst,  despyseth  the  flodes  to  drinke ;  45 
the  fowl  that  highte  voltor,  that  eteth 
the  stomak  or  the  giser  of  Tilg^ns,  is  so 
AUflld  of  his  song  that  it  nil  eten  ne 
tyren  no  more.  At  the  laste  the  lord 
and  jnge  of  sowles  was  moeved  to  miseri-  50 
oordes  and  oryde,  "  we  ben  overoomen,*' 
qnod  he ;  **  yive  we  to  Orphens  his  wyf 
to  bere  him  companye ;  he  hath  wel  y- 
bonght  fair  fay  hii  song  and  his  ditee ; 
but  we  wol  pntte  a  lawe  in  this,  and  55 
covenamit  in  the  yifbe :  that  ii  to  tayn, 
that,  til  he  be  oat  of  helle,  yif  he  loke 
behinde  him,  that  his  wyf  shal  oomen 
ayein  onto  as.**  Bat  vi^iat  is  he  that 
may  yive  a  lawe  to  loveres?  Iiove  is  60 
a  gretter  lawe  and  a  strenger  to  Imn-self 
thmcmifUuoe that rnm may ytven.  Alias! 
whaa  Orpheos  and  fais  wyf  weren  almest 
at  the  termes  of  the  night,  that  i$  to  MWh 
at  tJM  lads  boundea  of  hdle^  Orpheos  6$ 
lokede  aJaakward  on  Earydioe  his  wyf, 
and  loste  hir,  and  was  deed. 

This  fiftble  aperteineth  to  yow  alle,  who- 
so-ever  desireth  or  seketh  to  lede  his    • 
thooght  in-to  the  soverein  day»  that  i$  to  70 
Myn,  to  cleeme$t9  of  fOMrsin  good,    For 
who^  that  ever  be  so  owroomen  that 
he  floohe  his  eyen  into  the  patte  of  heUe^ 
iJ^  is  to  se^N,  wko^  satts  &<«  MoM^Met  in 
ertikaly  Mtnysf,  al  that  ever   he   hath  75 
drawen  of  the  noble  good  celestial,  he 
leseth  it  whan  he  loketh  the  helles,*  tAol 
is  to  jeyn,  i»4o  I<Moa  iMi^m  ^  tito  er^. 


BzpUcit  Uber  terdos. 


BOOK  IV. 


Fbosb  I.  ITse  eitm  PhXlooojfiiiaky  dignitaie 


Whav  fbHosophye  hadde  sosigensoftely 
and  delitably  the  forseide  thinges,  kepinge 
the  dignitee  of  hir  ohere  and  the  weighte 
of  hir  wordes,  I  thanne,  that  ne  hadde 


nat  al-oaterly  finyeten  fhe  wepinge  and  5 
the  moaminge  ^lat  was  set  in  myn 
herte,  forbrak  the  enteneioon  of  hir  that 
entendede  yit  to  seyn  some  othze  thinges; 
*  O,*  qaod  I,  *  thoa  that  art  gydevesse  of 
▼errey  light ;  the  thinges  that  thoa  hast  10 
seid  me  hider-to  ben  so  dare  to  me  and 
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BO  thaiwinge  by  the  d«vyne  lookinge  of 
hem,  and  by  thy  reeoonfl,  that  they  ne 
mowen    ben    overoomen.      And   thilke 

15  thingee  that  thoa  toldeet  me,  al-be-it  00 
that  I  hadde  whykun  fooryeten  hem,  for 
the  Borwe  of  the  wrong  thai  hath  ben 
don  to  me,  yit  nathelee  they  ne  weren 
nataiUontrelyimknowentome.   Bat  this 

20  aame  la,  namely,  a  right  greet  oaiue  of 
my  eorwe,  ao  ae  the  goremonr  of  thingea 
is  good,  yif  that  jyeUm  mowen  ben  1^ 
anyw^Tes;  or  ellea  yif  that  yvelee  paoaon 
-with-ontepHniashinge.  The  whiohe  thing 

35  oaoly,  how  worthy  it  ia  to  ben  wondred 
np-on,  then  eonsiderest  it  wel  thy-eelf 
oerteinly.  Bnt  yit  to  thia  thing  ther  ia 
yit  another  thing  y-joigned,  more  to  ben 
wondred  np-on.  Fbr  felonye  ia  emi>ereBW, 

30  and  flonreth  JM  of  richtttm ;  and  Tartn 
nia  nat  al-only  withonte  medes,  bat  it 
ia  oaat  nnder  and  fiirtroden  onder  the 
feet  of  felonooa  folk ;  and  it  abyeth  the 
torments  in  atede  of  wikkede  feloanea. 

35  Of  alle  whiohe  thingea  ther  nia  no  wight 
that  may  merveylen  y-nongh,  ne  oom^ 
pleine,  that  iwiohe  thiogea  ben  doom  in 
the  regne  of  god,  that  aUe  thingea  woot 
And  alle  tiiingea  may,  and  ne  wole  nat 

40  bnt  only  gode  thingea.' 

Thanne  aityde  ahe  that :  *  Certea,*  qaod 
ahe,  *  that  were  a  greet  marveyle,  and  an 
enbaadkinge  with-oatan  ende,  and  wel 
more  horrible  than  alle  numatrea,  yif  it 

45  were  aa  thoa  weneat;  that  U  toasyn,  that 
in  the  right  ordenee  hoaa  of  ao  modiel 
A  &der  and  an  ordenoar  of  meynee,  that 
the  TMselea  that  ben  foole  and  vyle 
sholdan  ben  hoaoored  and  heried,  and 

50  the  preoiooa  veiielet  aholden  ben  da*' 
fooled  and  ^le ;  hot  it  nia  nat  ao.  Ifor 
yif  tho  thingea  that  I  have  oondoded 
a  lltel  her-blfom  ben  kept  h<de  tend  on- 
raced,   thoo   ahalt  wel   knowe  by  the 

55  aotoritee  of  god,  of  the  whoa  regne 
I  apeke,  that  certea  the  gode  f<^  ben 
alwey  mighty,  and  shrewes  ben  alwey 
oot-caat  and  feble;  ne  the  vyces  ne  ben 
never-mo  with-<»9Bte  peyne,  na  the  Tertoes 

60  ne  ben  nat  with-oote  mede  |  and  that 
blisftilneeMa  oomaai  alveyto  goode  folk, 
and  infortane  oomth  alwey  to  wikkad 


fSolk.  And  thoo  ahalt  wel  knowe  many 
thingea  of  thia  Undo,  that  ahollen  oeaen 
thy  pleintea,  and  strengthen  thee  with  6$ 
stedeiaat  aadneaae.  And  for  thoo  haat 
aeyn  the  forme  of  the  verray  blisAilneaaa 
by  me,  that  have  whylom  shewed  it  thee, 
and  thoo  hast  knowen  in  whom  blisftd- 
nesse  is  y-aet,  alle  thingea  y-treted  that  70 
I  trowe  ben  neoeaiarie  to  imtten  forth, 
I  ahal  ahewe  thee  the  wey  that  shal 
faringen  thee  ayein  on«to  thyn  hoos. 
And  I  shal  floehen  fstheresin  thy thooght, 
by  whiohe  it  may  azyaen  in  heighte,  so  75 
that,  alle  tribolacioan  y-don  awey,  thoo, 
by  my  gydinge  and  by  my  path  and  by 
my  aledea,  ahalt  mowe  retome  hool  and 
aoond  in^to  thy  oontree. 

ICxraal.    Smd  detdm  pttmae  uciuent 

1  have,  forsothe,  swifte  fetheres  that 
aormoonten  the  heighte  of  hevene.  Whan 
the  swifte  thooght  hath  clothed  it-self  in 
tho  fetheree,  it  despyseth  the  hateful 
erthes,  and  sormoonteth  the  roondnesse  5 
ofthegreteayr;  and  it  aeeth  the  eloodes 
behiade  his  bak ;  and  passeth  the  heighte 
of  the  region  of  the  fyr,  that  esohaofeth 
by  the  swifte  moevinge  of  the  firmament, 
til  that  he  areyaeth  him  in-to  the  hooses  10 
that  beren  the  sterres,  and  joyneth  his 
weyes  with  the  sonne  Pl&eb«s,  and  felaw- 
diipeth  the  wey  of  the  olde  oolde  Sator- 
nns ;  and  he  y-maked  a  knight  of  the 
olere  sterre ;  that  U  to  ssyn,  that  th6  15 
thought  i$  vuiksd  goddu  knight  by  the 
aekimge  of  trotUhe  to  comem  to  ths  verray 
kmmUdu  of  god.  And  thilke  thoght 
renneth  by  the  oerole  of  the  sterres,  in 
alle  places  ther«s  the  shjminge  night  is  ao 
pointed ;  thai  i$  to  Myn,  the  night  thai  ia 
dUmdelee;  fvt  on  nUgMM  that  ben  doudOee 
it  smneth  ae  the  hevene  toere  pekUed-  with 
dyveree  imagee  of  eterree.  And  whanne 
he  hath  y-doon  ther  y-noogh,  he  dial  35 
forleten  the  laste  hevene,  and  he  shal 
pressen  and  wenden  on  the  bak  of  the 
swifte  firmament,  and  he  shal  ben  maked 
pKrfit  of  the  worshipM  light  of  god. 
Iher  halt  the  lord  of  kinges  the  oeptre  30 
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of  his  might,  and  atempreth  the  goveme- 
ments  of  the  world,  and  the  Bhyninge 
jnge  of  thinges,  atable  in  him-self,  gover- 
neth  the  swifte  oart  or  wayn,  that  ia  to 

35  Myif  the  drculer  moevinge  cf  the  eotme. 
And  yif  thy  yrey  ledeth  thee  ayein  so 
that  thou  be  brought  thider,  thanne 
•wolt  thoa  seye  now  that  that  is  the 
oontree  that  thoa  reqnerest,  of  which 

40  thoa  ne  haddest  no  minde :  "  bat  now  it 
remembreth  me  wel,  heer  was  I  bom, 
heer  wol  I  flhstne  my  degree,  heer  w(de 
I  dweUe."  Bat  yif  thee  lyketh  thanne 
to  loken  on  the  derkneate  of  the  erthe 

45  that  thoa  hast  forleten,  thanne  shalt 
thoa  seen  that  thise  felonoas  tyrao&ts, 
that  the  wrecohede  p^e  dredeth,  now 
shoUen  ben  exyled  fro  thilke  fhyre  oon- 
tree.* 

Fboss  n.    JStm  ego^  Popotf,  imquam. 

Than  s«yde  I  thos : '  owh !  I  wondre  me 
that  thoa  bihetest  me  so  gxete  thinges ; 
ne  I  ne  doate  nat  that  thoa  ne  mayst 
wel  performe  that  thoa  bihetest  Bat 
5  I  pr^ye  thee  only  this,  that  thoa  ne 
tarye  nat  to  telle  me  thilke  thinges  that 
thoa  hast  moered.* 

*Fir^*  qood  she,  'thoa  most  nodes 
knowen,    that   goode   folk   ben    alwsy 

lostronge  and  mighty,  and  the  shrewes 
ben  foble  and  desert  and  naked  of  alle 
strengthesL  And  of  thise  thinges,  certes, 
eyerioh  of  hem  is  declared  and  shewed 
by  other.    For  so  as  good  and  yrel  ben 

15  two  oontraries,  yif  so  be  that  good  be 
stede£B«t,  than  sheweth  the  foUesse  of 
yyel  al  openly;  and  yif  thoa  knows 
oleezly  the  frelenepse  of  yrel,  the  stede* 
fliBtnosso  of  good  is  knowen.    Bat  for  as 

20  moohe  as  the  fey  of  my  sentenoe  shal 
be  the  more  ferme  and  haboondaont, 
I  will  gon  by  that  00  w^  and  by  that 
other ;  and  I  wole  oonferme  the  thinges 
that  ben  parposed,  now  on  this  tyde  and 

45  now  on  that  syde.  Two  thinges  ther  ben 
in  whiohe  the  effect  of  alle  the  dedes  of 
mankinds  standeth,  that  is  to  ssyn,  wil 
and  power ;  and  jrif  that  oon  of  thise  two 
ftyleth,  ther  nis  nothing  that  may  be 


don.  For  yif  that  wil  lakketh,  ther  nis  30 
no  wight  that  ondertaketh  to  don  that 
he  wol  nat  don ;  and  yif  power  fSeisdeth, 
the  wil  nis  bat  in  ydel  and  stant  for 
naaght.  And  thezH>f  oometh  it,  that  yif 
thoa  see  a  wight  that  wolde  geten  "that  35 
he  may  nat  geten,  thoa  mayst  nat  doaten 
that  power  ne  fiEtyleth  him  to  haven  that 
he  wolde.'  *This  is  open  and  deer,' 
qaod  I ;  *  ne  it  may  nat  ben  den«yed  in 
no  manere.*  40 

^  And  yif  thoa  see  a  wight,'  qaod  she, 
Hhat  hath  doon  that  he  wolde  doon, 
thoa  nilt  nat  doaten  that  he  ne  hath 
had  power  to  don  it?'        *No,*qaodI. 

*  And  in  that  that  every  wight  may,  45 
in  that  men  may  holden  him  migjfaty ; 
Of  «oAo  eeyth^  in  §0  moehe  <u  man  is  mightff 

to  don  a  thing^  in  §0  moehel  men  haU  him 
mighty ;  and  in  that  that  he  ne  may,  in 
that  men  demon  him  to  be  feble.'        *  I  5> 
oonfesse  it  wel,'  qaod  I. 

*  Bemembreth  thee,'  qood  she,  *tiiat 
I  have  gadored  and  shewed  hy  forseyde 
resoans  that  al  the  entenoioan  of  the  wil 
of  mankinde,  which  that  is  lad  by  dyverse  55 
stadias,  hasteth  to  oomen  to  blisfUnesse  ? ' 

*  It  remembreth  me  wel,'  qaod  I,  *  that  it 
hath  ben  shewed.* 

*  And  reoordeth  thee  nat  thanne,'  qaod 
she,  *  that  bllsftilnesse  is  thilke  same  good  60 
that  men  xeqaeren ;  so  that,  whan  that 
Uisftilnesse  is  reqoered  of  alle,  that  good 
also  is  reqaered  and  desired  of  allef* 

*  It  ne  reoordeth  me  nat,'  qaod  I ;  *  for 

I  have  it  gretly  alwey  floched  in   my  6$ 
memorie.* 

*Alle  folk  thanne,'  qaod  she,  *  goode 
and  eek  badde,  enforoen  hem  with-onto 
difference  of  entenoioan   to   oomen  to 
good  ?  *         *  Tliis    is    a    verray  conse>  70 
qaenoe,'  qaod  I. 

*  And  certein  is,'  qaod  she,  *  that  by  the 
getinge  of  good  ben  men  y-maked  goodef  * 

*  This  is  certain,'  qaod  L 

*  Thanne  geten  goode  men  that  they  75 
desirenr*        ' So  semeth  it,' qaod  I. 

'  Bat  wikkede  folk,'  qood  she,  *  yif  they 
geten  the  good  that  they  desiren,  they  ne 
mowe  nat  bt  wikkede?'  *8o  is  it,' 
qoodL  £0 
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SO  tm  that  oan  and  that 
other,'  ijnod  she,  *  denren  good ;  and  th« 
gooda  folk  geten  good,  and  nat  the  wikka 
folk;  thaane  nis  it  no  doute  that  the 

^5  goode  fblk  ne  ben  mightr  and  the  wikp 
kede  folk  ben  Able?*  *Who^  that 
erer,*  quod  I,  *do«tteth  of  thia,  he  ne 
maj  nat  oonaidere  the  nature  of  thingee 
netheeoneegnenneofreeooni.* 

SO  And  over  this  qnod  ahe,  *Tif  that  ther 
be  two  tiiinges  that  han  00  aame  pnorpoee 
lijkinde,and  that  oon  of  hem  pwmeth 
and  parfljfineth  thilke  aame  thing  by 
natnrel  oflloe,  and  that  other  ne  may  nat 

95  doon  thilke  natnrel  offioe,  bat  folweth,  by 
other  manese  thanne  ia  oonTenable  to 
nature,  him  that  aoompUaheth  hie  pmr- 
poa  kindely,  and  yit  he  ne  aoompliadieth 
nat  hie  owne  pnrpoax  whether  of  thiae 

100  two  demeatow  fbr  more  mighty  f  *  *  Tif 
that  I  ooAJeote,'  quod  I,  *  that  thon  wolt 
•eye,  algatea  yit  I  deaire  to  herkne  it 
more  plsynly  of  thee.* 

*  Thoa  wilt  nat  thanne  den«ye,'  quod 
105  ahe,  *thatthemoevementofgoingeniain 

menbykinde?'       *  No,  foraothe,*  quod  I. 
*Ne  thoa  ne  dooteet  nat,'  qaod  riie, 

*  that  thilke  natarel  office  of  goinge  ne 
be  the  office  of  £Mt?'       *Inadoateit 

iionati'qoodL 

*  Thanne,*  qood  die,  *yif  that  a  wight 
be  mighty  to  moere  and  goth  npon  hia 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  natarel 
cffioe  of  feet  lakketh,  enforoeth  him  to 

115  gon  erepinge  np-on  hia  handea  t  whiohe 
of  thiae  two  onghte  to  ben  holden  the 
more  mighty  by  right  ? '  *  Knit  tortk. 
the  remenannt,* good  I ;  *fornowi|^ne 
donteth  that  he  that  may  gon  by  natnrel 

ix>  office  of  feet  ne  be  mere  mighty  than  he 
that  ne  may  nat.' 

*Bai  the  aoverein  good,'  qood  ahe, 
^thatia  ereneliohe  pnrpoeed  tothegode 
Iblk  and  tobadde,thegodefolkaekenit 

i^  by  natoxel  offioe  of  Tertaea^  and  the 
■hiewea  enforooi  hem  to  geten  it  by 
dyreree  eoveityae  it^artiMif  aia0Mi  vhioh 
that  nia  no  natarel  office  to  geten  thilke 
same  foverein  good.    Troweetow  that  it 

130  be  any  other  wyae?'        *  May,'  qood  I; 

*  ior  the  conaeqacnoe  ia  open  and  ahew- 


inge  of  thingee  that  I  ha^e  grannted  • 
that  nedee  gode  folk  moten  ben  mighty, 
and  ihrewea  feeble  and  onmighty.' 

*  Thoa  renneet  apdgfat  biibm  me,*  qaod  x^ 
die,  *  and  thia  ia  the  jogement ;  that  it  to 
Myn,  I  Juge  <^f  ihm  right  aa  thiae  leohea 
ben  wont  to  hopen  (^  tffk$  ybfib,  wftcM 
CAey  aperceifvem  that  nataie  iaredrened 
and  withstondeth  to  the  maladye.    Bat,  140 
for  I  aee  thee  now  al  redy  to  the  onder- 
atondinge,  I  ihal  ehewe  thee  moce  thikke 
andoontinaelreeonna.  Forlokenowhow 
greetly  eheweth   the   ftUesM  and   in- 
firmitee  of  wikkede  folk,  that  ne  mowen  145 
nat  oomen  to  that  hir  natarel  entenoioon 
ledeth  hem,  and  yit  almoat  thilke  natarel 
antenoioQn  oooatreineth  hem.    And  what 
•eere  to  dtmm  tkamme  otfaknwM^  yif  thilke 
natarel  he^  hadde  focleten  hem,  the  150 
which  Motersl  hOp  9if  HdmeUmm  goth 
awey  bifom  hem,  and  ii  ao  greet  that 
nnnathe  it  may  btan  overecme  f  Conaider 
thanne  how  greet  defoate  of  power  and 
how  greet  foUeaM  ther  ia  in  wikkede  155 
Uioo<mMf6ik,;a$wk»9gyth^iheir^etUrihimg 
that  ia  emfeUed  cad  Ma  detir$  mat  acorn' 
plimkBd,  <kf  tta  lam  m^M  i»  U  ikalt 
eoffMUihUamdwmvnaiacati^pUmhe.   And 
fofrihit  PkOompkie  afytik  Him  fry  aooania  160 
good:  Me  ahrewee  ne reqaeren  nat  lighte 
madea  ne  veyne  gamea,  ^rfuche  they  ne 
may  folwen  ne  holden ;  battheyfoilenof 
thilke  aomma  and  of  the  heighte  of 
thingea,  ikai  ii  to  Myn,  mmenin  good ;  ne  165 
thiae  wreoohea  ne  oomen  nat  to  the  effect 
ct^aoeereia  foad|  the  vi^iich  th^  enforoen 
hem  only  to  geten,  by  nightea  and  by 
dayea ;  in  the  gednge  of -idiioh  good  the 
atrengthe  of  good  folk  ia  fol  wel  y-aene.  170 
For  right  ao  aa  thoa  mighteat  demon  him 
mighty  of  goinge,  thai  geoth  on  his  feet 
til  he  miglite  eome  tothflkeplaee,  foo  the 
whiohe  place  ther  ne  laye  no  wey  forther 
to  ben  gon ;  right  ao  moat  thoa  nedea  175 
demen  him  for  ri^t  mi^ty,  that  geteth 
and  at^yneth  to  the  ende  of  alia  thingea 
thatben  to  deBira,biyondethe  whieheenda 
ther  nia  nothing  to  deabe.    Of  the  which 
^owerit^pood^bU:  men  may  oonolnde,  that  180 
the  wikked  man  semen  to  be  beoreine  and 
naked  ef  alia  itreagthe.    Vor-why  foiw 
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leten  iihey  yertnea  and  folwen  Tjoes? 
Nifl  it  nat  for  that  they  ne  knowen  nat 

1 85  the  goodes  f  Bat  what  thing  is  more  feble 
and  more  oaitif  thanne  is  the  Uindnesse 
ofignoraxince?  Or  elles  they  knowen  ftU 
wel  whiohe  thinges  that  they  ooghten 
fblwe,  hnt  leoherye  and  coveityse  oyer^ 

190  throweth  hem  mistomed ;  and  oertes,  so 
doth  distemperannoe  to  feUe  men,  that 
ne  mowen  nat  wrastlen  ayeins  the  vyoes. 
Ne  knowen  they  nat  thanne  wel  that  they 
forleten  the  good  wilfolly,  and  tomen 

i95hem  wilAilly  to-vyoes?  And  in  this  wyse 
ihey  ne  forleten  nat  only  to  ben  mighty, 
bat  they  forleten  al-oatrely  in  any  wyse 
for  to  ben.  Pbr  th^y  that  fotrleten  the 
oomone  fyn  of  alle  thinges  that  ben,  th^ 

soo  forleten  also  therwith-«l  for  to  ben.  And 
per-ayentare  it  sholde  semen  to  som  folk 
that  this  were  a  merveile  to  s^yen :  that 
shrewes,  whiche  that  oontienen  the  more 
partye  of  men,  ne  ben  nat  ne  haa  no 

305  beinge ;  bat  natheles,  it  is  so,  and  thns 
stant  this  thing.  For  they  that  ben 
shrewes,  I  deneye  nat  that  they  ben 
shrewes ;  bat  I  deneye,  and  soye  simplely 
and  pleinly,  that  they  ne  ben  nat,  ne  han 

aio  no  beinge.  For  right  as  thoa  mightest 
s^yen  of  the  oarayne  of  a  man,  that  it 
were  a  deed  mam  ^^  ^^l^m  ne  mightest 
nat  simi^ely  oallen  it  a  man ;  sogrannte 
I  wel  forsoti&e,  that  yioioas  folk  ben  wik- 

ai5  ked,  bat  I  ne  may  nat  graonten  absolatly 
and  simplely  that  they  ben.  For  thilke 
thing  that  with-holdeth  ordre  and  kepeth 
nature,  thilke  thing  is  and  hath  beinge ; 
bat  what  thin«  that  foUeth  of  that,  that 

920  U  to  »epn,  VuU  he  ./bfisMft  natm^  orire^ 
he  forleteth  thilke  thing  that  is  set  in  his 
natare.  Bat  thoa  woHsoyn,  that  shrewes 
mowen.  Oertes,  that  ne  daoQSre  I  nat ; 
bat  oertes,  hir  power  ne  deecendeth  nat 

92$  of  strengthe,  bat  of  feblesse.  For  th^ 
mowen  don  wikkednesses ;  the  whiche 
they  ne  mighte  nat  don,  yif  they  mighten 
dweUen  in  the  forme  and  in  the  doinge  of 
good  folk.   And  thilke  power  shewethfol 

ajo  eridenily  that  they  n»  mowen  right 
naoght.  F6r  so  as  I  have  gadered  and 
proeved  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  yrel  is 
naoght;  and  so  as  shrswes  mowen  only 


bat  shrerwednesses,  this  oonolasioan  is 
al  oleer,  that  shrewes  ne  mowen  right  S35 
naoght,  ne  han  no  power.  And  for  as 
moche  as  thoo  onderstonde  which  is  the 
strengthe  of  this  powet  of  shrewes,  I  have 
definisshed  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  nothing 
is  so  mighty  as  soverein  good.*  *  That  340 
is  sooth,'  qood  I. 

*And  thilke  same  soverein  good  may 
donnonyvel?'        ' Certes,  no,* qood  L 

*  Is  ther  any  wight  thanne,'  qood  she, 

*  that  weneth  that  men  mowen  doon  alle  345 
thinges?'        * Ko  man,' qood  I,  * bot-yif 
hebeootofhiswitte.' 

*  Bat,  oertes,  shrewes  mowen  don  yvel,* 
qood  she.        *Ye,  w<^de  god,'  qood  I, 

*  that  they  mighten  don  non ! '  S510 

*  Thanne,*  qood  she,  *  so  as  he  that  is 
mighty  to  doon  only  bat  goods  thinges 
may  don  alle  thinges ;  and  they  that  ben 
mighty  to  don  yvele  thinges  ne  mowen 
nat  alle  thinges :  thanne  is  it  open  thing  2$$ 
and  manifest,  that  they  that  mowen  don 
yvel  ben  of  lasse  power.  Andyit,eoi»n)0M 
thU  condutioun^  ther  helpeth  me  this,  that 

I  have  y-shewed  her-bifom,  that  fllle 
power  is  to  be  noombred  among  thinges  260 
tiiat  men  ooghten  reqnere.  And  I  have 
shewed  that  alle  thinges,  that  ooghten 
ben  desired,  ben  reforred  togood,  right  as 
toamanerheighteofhirnatare.  Bat  for 
to  mowen  don  yvel  and  felonjre  ne  may  26$ 
nat  ben  reforred  to  good.  Thanne  nis  nat 
yvel  of  the  noombir  of  thinges  that 
ooghte  ben  desired.  Bat  alle  power 
ooghte  ben  desired  and  reqoered.  Than 
is  it  open  and  oleer  that  the  power  ne  the  370 
mowinge  of  shrewes  nis  no  power;  and  of 
alle  thise  thinges  H  sheweth  wel,  that  the 
goode  folke  ben  eerteinly  mighiy,and  the 
shrewes  doateles  ben  onndghty.  And  it 
is  oleer  and  open  that  thilke  opinkmn  of  275. 
Flato  is  veonmy  and  sooth,  that  seith,  that 
only  wyse  men  may  doon  that  they 
de^ren;  and  shrewes  mowen  haonten 
that  hem  lyketh,  bat  that  they  desiren, 
that  If  to  siyfi,  to  eomm  to  »O90iyBign  good,  ago 
theyne  han  no  power  to  aoompUsshen 
that,  For  shrewes  don  that  hem  list, 
whan,  by  tho  thiOges  in  which  th^ 
delyten,  they  wenen  to  ateine  to  thilka 
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S85  good  that  thcydesiren;  Imtthiyiiefvtai 
HA  ateiiMn  nat  th«r-to,  for  Tjo«  ne  oomen 
nat  to  bUaftilnoMe. 

Who-flo  that  the  oovertouxes  of  hir 
Teyne  apaxailes  mighte  tttetpem  of  thiae 
pronda  hinges,  that  thoa  seest  gitten  on 
heigh  in  hir  chaixes  gliteringe  In  ihyninge 
5  pnrpre,  enTironnedwithBorwfblarmores, 
manasinge  with  cruel  month,  Uovinge 
by  -woodnesse  of  herte,  he  shnlde  leen 
thanne  that  thilke  lordee  heren  with-inne 
hir  ooxagee   Ail   itreite   oheinei.     For 

10  leehexye  tormenteth  hem  in  that  oon 
4yde  with  gredy  yenima ;  and  tronUaUe 
ire,  that  araiaeth  in  him  the  flodes  <^ 
tnmbUngei^  tormenteth  np-on  that  other 
Byde  hir  thonght ;  or  torwe  halt  hem  wery 

15  and  y-oanght ;  or  ilydinge  and  deoeivinge 
hope  tormenteth  hem.  And  therfore,  sen 
thoa  Mett  oon  heed,  that  i%  to  aeyn,  oon 
tyramtt^  beren  ao  manye  iyrsnnyee, 
thanne  ne  doth  thUhe  tyrannt  nat  that 

90  he  desireth,  sin  he  ii  oast  doon  with  so 
manye  wikkede  lordes;  that  i%  to  teyn^ 
«ottA  so  mamy€  vyoef,  thai  han  to  wOckedly 
lordihipei  over  hhn, 

FsosBin.    Videtmai0Uurqua$Uo4n 


Seestow  nat  thaima  in  hoiw  grete  flUhe 
thise  shrswea  ben  y-wzapped,  and  with 
iHileh  eleemene  thise  good  folk  shynen  ? 
In  this  iheweth  it  wti,  that  to  goods  folk 
5&fe  IsVkMh  nefnwmo  hir  medes,  ne 
shrewes  lakkan  nsvar-mo  torments.  Vor 
of  alls  tfainges  that  ben  y<doon,  thilke 
thing,  for  whieb  any-thing  is  don,  it 
•smeOiasbyright  that  thilke  thing  be 

10  the  made  vt  that ;  as  thus :  yif  a  man 
rennsihin  the  stadie,  or  in  As  ftriong^ 
for  the  eoroae,  thanne  lyth  the  mode  in 
tha  eoroiie  for  whksh  ha  rsnneth.  And 
IhaTediewadthatUisftilnesse  is  thilke 

15  same  good  for  which  that  aUe  thinges 
ben  doon.  Thanne  is  thilke  same  good 
pnzpoaed  to  the  woxkes  of  mankinds 
xj|^t  as  a  oonrana  mede ;  whioh  mede  ne 
may  ben  disBflnrsred  fro  good  folk.  For  no 


wight  as  by  ri^t,  fro  thsnnos  forth  that  so 
him   lakketh   goodnosse,   ne   shal   ben 
oleped  good.    For  which  thing*,  folk  of 
goodemaneres,  hir  medes  nefbrsakenhem 
neTer«aa    For  al-be-it  so  that  shrewes 
wexen  as  wode  as  hem  list  aytfinf  goods  ag 
./bOc,  yit  nevar-the4esse  the  corone   of 
wyM  men  shal  nat  follen  ne  foden.    For 
foreine  shrewednesse  ne  Unimeth  nat  fro 
the  conges  of  goods   folk   hir  propre 
honour.    But  yif  that  any  wight  rcjoyse  90 
him  of  goodnesse  that  ha  hadde  take  fro 
with-oate(af«Ao  mUh,  yif  thai  tmyyiighl 

Of  Mn-M/Ti  cartes,  he  that  yaf  him  thilke 
goodnesse,  or  elles  aom  other  wight,  35 
mighte  Unime  it  him.  Bat  for  as  moohe 
as  to  every  wi|^  his  owns  propre  boontee 
ysTeth  him  his  nteda,  thanne  at  exvt  shal 
he  foilen  of  mede  whan  he  forleteth  to 
ben  good.  And  at  the  lasts,  so  as  alle  40 
medss  ben  reqoared  for  man  wenen  that 
they  ben  goode,  who  is  he  that  wolde 
deme,  that  he  that  is  right  mighty  of  good 
were  part-les  of  mede?  And  of  what 
mede  shal  he  be  goerdoned  ?  Oertes,  of  45 
right  foire  mede  and  right  grete  aboven 
alle  medes.  Bemembre  thee  of  thilke 
noUe  oorolarie  that  I  yaf  thee  a  litel 
her-btfom ;  and  gader  it  to-gider  in  this 
manare »— so  as  good  himrself  is  blisftil-  50 
nesse,  thanne  is  it  dleer  and  eertein,  that 
alle  good  folk  ben  maked  blisfol  for  they 
ben  goode;  and  thilke  folk  that  ben  blis- 
fol,  it  aofxrdeth  and  is  ooyenable  to  ben 
goddes.  Thanne  is  the  mede  of  goode  55 
folk  swioh  that  no  day  shal  enpeiren  it, 
ne  no  wikkednesse  ne  shal  derken  it,  ne 
power  of  no  wight  ne  shal  nat  smennsen 
it,  thai  i$  to  myn^  to  ben  maked  goddes. 
And  sin  it  is  thas,aa<  cfoodi  man  fis>WI«i  60 
wawer-wo  of  hir  sieds,  oertes,  no  wys  man 
ne  mMj  doote  of  nndepartable  payne  of 
the  shrewes ;  thai  it  to  ssyn,  thai  thepoyne 
tifshrewei  me  deparieth  mat  .Aom  hem  eel/ 
fMOMHRO.  For  so  as  goode  and  yvel,  and  6s 
peyne  and  medes  ben  contracye,  it  mot 
nodes  ben,  that  rigltt  as  we  seen  bttyden 
in  goerdoun  of  goode,  that  also  mot  the 
peyne  of  yrel  answeiy,  by  the  oontraxye 
par^,  to  shrewes.    2iow  thanne,  so  as  70 
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Ixmntee  and  pxowesse  ben  the  mede  to 
goode  folic,  al-eo  is  shrewednesse  ii-eelf 
torment  to  BlirewBS.  Thonne,  who-eo  that 
ever  is   enteoched   and   defooled  with 

yspeyne,  he  ne  donteth  nat,  that  he  is 
entec^hed  and  defouled  with  yveL  Yif 
shrewes  thanne  wolen  preysen  hem-eelf  , 
may  it  semen  to  hem  that  they  ben  with- 
oaten  party  of  torment,  nn  they  ben 

80  Bwiohe  that  the  nttereste  wikkedneese 
iihaii$toseifn,wikkBde  thewa,  tohich  that 
i$  the  wtUrette  and  the  wonte  kinde  of 
thrtMotdjnm^  ne  defonleth  ne  enteocheth 
nat  hem  only,   bat  infbeteth  and  en- 

85TenimethhemgretIy?  And  also  look  on 
shrewee,  that  ben  the  oontrarie  party  of 
goode  men,  how  greet  p^yne  felawshipeth 
and  fblweth  hem  t  For  thoa  hast  lemed 
a  Utel  her-bifism,  that  al  thing  that  is 

90  and  hath  beinge  is  oon,  and  thilke  same 
oon  is  good ;  thanne  is  this  the  oonse- 
^enoe,  that  it  semethwel,  that  al  that  is 
and  hath  beinge  is  good ;  iMt  U  to  seyn, 
a$who  asytk,  that  beinff$  and  umitee  and 

g$  goodneme  i$  al  oon.  And  in  this  manere 
it  fblweth  thanne,  that  al  thing  that 
&ileth  to  ben  good,  it  stinteth  fbr  to  be 
and  for  to  han  any  beinge :  wherfore  it 
is,  that  shrewes  stinten  for  to  ben  that 
100  th^  weren.  Bat  thilke  other  forme  of 
mankinde,  that  is  to  s^yn,  the  forme  of 
the  body  with-oate,  sheweth  yit  that  thise 
shrewes  weren  whylom  men ;  wher-for, 
whan  they  ben  perverted  and  tomed  in-to 
105  malice,  oertes,  than  han  they  forlorn  the 
natare  of  mankinde.  Bat  so  as  only 
boantee  and  piowesse  may  enhaonsen 
eveiy  man  over  other  men ;  thanne  mot 
it  nedes  be  that  shrewes,  which  that 
110  direwedneese  hath  oast  oat  of  the  oon- 
dioioan  of  mankinde,  ben  pot  nnder  the 
merite  and  the  desert  of  men.  Thanne 
bitydeth  it,  that  yif  thoa  seest  a  wight 
that  be  transformed  into  vyoes,  Uhoa.  ne 
115  maystnatwenethathebeaman.  F(Nr 
yif  he  be  ardaont  in  avaryoe,  and  that  he 
be  a  xavinoor  by  violence  of  foreine 
richesM,  then  ahalt  s^yn  that  he  is  lyke 
to  the  wolf.  And  yif  he  be  felonoos  and 
120  wlth-oaie  reste,  and  exercyse  his  tonge 
to  ohydinges,  thoa  shaltlykne  him  to  the 


hoand.    Andyif  hebeaprev^awaitoar    - 
y^d,  and  r^oyseth  him  to  ravisshe  hy 
wyles,  thoa  shalt  seyn  him  lyke  to  the 
foz-whelpes.    And  yif  he  be  distempre  i^S 
and  qoaketh  tor  ire,  men  shal  wene  that 
hebereth  theoorageof alyoon.    Andyif 
he  be  dredfhl  and  fleinge,  and  dredeth 
thinges  that  ne  onghten  nat  to  ben  dred, 
men  shal  holden  him  lyk  to  the  hert.  130 
And  yif  he  be  slow  and   astoned  and 
laohe,  he  liveth  as  an  asse.    And  yif  he 
be  light  and  onstedefast  of  oorage,  and 
ohaongeth  ay  his  studies,  he  is  lykned  to 
briddes.    And  if  he  be  ploanged  in  foale  135 
and  ondene  loxaries,  he  is  with-holden 
in  the  foale  delyces  of  the  foale  sowe. 
Thanne  folweth  it,  that  he  that  forleteth 
boantee  and  prowesse,  he  forleteth  to  ben 
a  man ;  sin  he  may  nat  passen  in-to  the  140 
oondloioan  of  god,  he  is  tomed  in-to 
abeest 

ICKmin.    VOaKeHiUduMs. 

Earas  th6  wind  azyvede  the  sailes  of 
Ulixeif  dak  of  the  contree  of  Narice,  and 
his  wandringe  shippes  by  the  see,  in-to 
the  ile  ther-as  Ctrcet,  the  fiiire  goddesse, 
doaghter  of  the  sonne,  dwelleth ;  that  5 
medleth  to  hir  newe  gestes  drinkes  that 
ben  toaohed  and  maked  witii  enchaante- 
ments.    And  after  that  hir  hand,  mighty 
over  the  faerbes,  hadde  ohaanged   hir 
gestes  in^todyversemaneres;  that  oon  of  10 
hem,  is  covered  his  ISeum  with  forme  of 
a  boor;   that  other  is  ohaanged   in-to 
a  lyoon  of  the  oontree  of  Marmorike,  and  - 
his  nayles  and  his  tetfth  wexen;  that 
other  of  hem  is  neweliahe  ohaanged  in-to  15 
a  w<^  and  howleth  whan  he  wolde  wepe ; 
that  other  goth  debonairely  in  the  hoos 
asatygreof  Inde.        BataL-be>itsothat    : 
the  godhed  of  JTsrctfria,  that  is  deped  the 
brid  of  Azoadie,  hath  had  mercy  of  the  io 
dake  UUaoeSf  biseged  with  dyverse  yveles, 
and  hath  onbonnden  him  firo  the  pesti- 
lenoe  of  his  ostesse,  algates  the  roweres 
and  the  marineres  haddea  by  this  y- 
drawen  in-to  hir  moathes  and  dronken  ^5 
the  wikkede  drinkes.    Tb»y  that  weren 
woxea  swyn  hadden  by  this  y-channged 
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hir  xneto  of  breed,  for  U>  eten  akomes  of 
okas.    Non  of  hir  limes  nedwelloih  with 

30  hem  hole,  bat  they  han  loet  the  voioe  and 
the  body ;  only  hir  thought  dwelleth  with 
hem  ftable,  that  wepeth  and  biweileth 
the  monstraoiui  ohaonginge  that  they 
soffiren.    O  overlifhi  hand  {<u  who  teytkf 

55  O!  febU  and  UgktU  the  hand  cfCbrem  the 
mdunmtereme,  that  cheumgeih  the  hodf/mof 
Jblkei  im4o  (eiCet,  to  regard  <md  to  com" 
parimmn  of  vmtacknm  that  i$  maked  by 
vyeet) ;  ne  the  herbes  (^drcetne  ben  nat 

40  mig^ly.  For  al-be4t  so  that  th^  may 
ohaongen  the  limes  of  the  body,  algates 
yit  they  may  nat  channge  the  hertes ;  for 
with-inne  isy-hid  the  strengthe  and^igor 
of  men,  in  the  seoree  toor  {^f  hir  hort$$; 
'  45th4xtUtoteifn^thoitr9ttg(hoti/rmmn,  But 
thUke  Tenims  0/  vyce$  to-^rawen  a  man 
to  hem  more  mightily  thtm  the  veidm  of 
Ciree$;  for  vyoes  ben  so  erael  that  they 
peroen  and  thomgh-paasen  the  comge 

9>  with-inne ;  and,  thogh  thsy  ne  anoye  nat 
the  body ,  yit  vyoes  wooden  <o  dartroye  smu 
by  woonde  of  thon^t.' 

Pbos  X  TV.    Turn  egOt  FateoTt  inguam. 

Than  ssyde  I  thns  t  *  I  oonfesso  and  am 
a-knowe  it,'  qnod  I;  *ne  I  ne  see  nat 
that  men  mi^r  sayn,  as  by  right,  that 
direwes  ne  ben  ohaonged  in-to  bestes 
5  by  the  qoalitee  of  hir  scales,  al-be-it  so 
that  they  kepen  yit  the  fbcme  of  the  body 
of  manldnde.  BotlnoldenatofBhrewes, 
of  which  the  thought  omel  woodeth 
al-wsy  in-to  destraooioon  of  goode  men, 

10  that  it  were  lereftil  to  hem  to  don  that.' 

*  Gertes,' qaod  she,  *  ne  is  nis  nat  lereftil 

to  hem,  as  I  shal  wel  shewe  thee  in  ooven- 

aUeplaee;  bat  natheles,  yif  so  were  that 

thilhe  that  men  wenen  be   leveftd  to 

15  shrewes  were  binomen  hem,  jo  that  thep 
fie  mtf^io  f¥it  anogm  or  doom  harm  to  goode 
mem,  ocrtes,  a  greet  partye  of  the  peyne  to 
shrewes  sholde  ben  allegged  and  releyed. 
Wor  al-be-it  so  that  this  ne  sane  nat 

aoeredible  thing,  per-aventore,  to  8<mie 
folk,  yit  moot  it  nodes  be,  that  shrewes 
ben  more  wreoobes  and  nnsely  whan  they 
may  doom  and  pedbcme  that  th^  00- 


reiten,  than  yif  they  mighte  nat  com- 
pliwben  that  they  eoveiten.  For  yif  so  ^5 
be  that  it  be  wreochednesse  to  wilne  to 
don  yvel,  than  is  more  wreochednesse  to 
mowendonyrel;  with-oatewhiohemow- 
inge  the  wrecohed  wil  sholde  langoisehe 
with-onte  effect.  Than,  sin  that  everiohe  30 
of  thise  thinges  hath  his  wreochednesse, 
that  ie  to  styn,  wU  to  don  yvel  and  mo%eimge 
to  don  yeeZ,  it  moot  nodes  be  that  they  ben 
oonstreyned  by  three  onselinesses,  that 
wolenand  mowenandperibrmen  filonyes  35 
and  shrewednesseai'  *I  aoorde  me,' 
qood  I ;  *  bat  Idesire  gretly  that  shrewes 
losten  sone  thilke  onselinesse,  that  ie  to 
eeyn,  that  shrewes  weren  despoyled  of 
mowingetodonsnrel.'  40 

*  Soshollen  they,'qaod  she,  *soBer,  per- 
ftrentore,  than  thoa  woldest ;  or  soner 
than  they  hem-self  wene  to  lakken  moio- 
ingetodomyvei,  For  thernis  no-thing  so 
late  in  so  shorts  boandes  of  this  lyf;  that  45 
is  long  to  abyde,  nameliohe,  to  a  oorage 
inmortel ;  of  whiohe  shrewes  the  greio 
hope,  and  the  bye  oompassinges  of 
shrewednessos,  is  ofte  destroyed  by  a 
sodeyn  ende,  or  they  ben  war ;  and  Uiat  50 
thing  estableth  to  shrewes  the  ende  of  hir. 
shrewednesse.  For  yif  that  shrewednessa 
maketh  wreeches,  than  mot  he  nodes  ben 
most  wreoched  that  longest  is  a  shrewe ; 
the  whiche  wikked  shrewes  wolde  I  demen  55 
aldeimost  nnsely  and  oaitifi^  yif  that  hir 
shrewednesse  ne  were  ilnisshed,  at  the 
leste  wey,  by  the  oottereste  deeth.  For 
yif  I  haye  condnded  sooth  of  the  onseli- 
neese  of  shrewednesse,  than  sheweth  it  60 
oleerly  that  thilke  wreochednesse  is  with- 
oaten  ende,  the  whiohe  is  oertein  to  ben 
podarable.*  •Certes,'  qaod  I,  'this 
oonolosioan  is  hard  and  wonderfhl  to 
graante ;  bat  I  knowe  wel  that  it  aoordeth  65 
moohe  to  the  thinges  that  I  have  graanted 
her-bifom.' 

*  Thoa  hast,'  qaod  she,  *  the  right  esti- 
maoioan  of  this ;  bat  who-so-erer  wene 
that  it  be  a  hard  thing  to  aoorde  him  to  70 
a  oonclasioan,  it  is  right  that  he  shewe 
that  some  of  the  premisses  ben  fUse ;  or 
dies  he  moot  shewe  that  the  oollaoioan 
of  proposicioans  nis  nat  speedfUl  to  a 
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75  neoeoarie  oonolxuioim.  And  yif  it  be  nat 
8<s  bat  that  the  premiMes  ben  y-grannted, 
ther  is  not  why  he  tholde  bhime  the 
argument.  For  this  thing  that  I  thai 
telle  thee  now  ne  shal  nat  leme  laaee 

80  woiiclerAil ;  but  of  the  thinges  that  ben 

taken  also  it  i«  neooorarie ;  *  a$  toko  fsyth^ 

Ufolweth  cf  that  Ufhich  thai  U  pwrpoted 

hif&m.        « What  i«  that?*  quod  I. 

*CerteB,'qaodihe,'that  is,  that  thiM 

85  wikked  ihiewea  ben  more  blisfdl,  cr  Me$ 
loam  wnechm^  that  abyen  the  tormenta 
that  they  han  deserved,  than  yif  nopeyne 
of  jiistioe  ne  chastysede  hem.  Ne  this  ne 
wy^  I  nat  now,  for  that  any  man  mighte 

90  thenke,  that  the  maners  of  shiewes  ben 
ooriged  and  ohastysed  by  -veniaonoe,  and 
that  thsy  ben  brought  to  the  rifi^t  wey  l)y 
the  drede  of  the  torment,  ne  for  that  they 
yeven  to  other  folk  ensanmple  to  fleen 

96  fro  yyoes ;  bat  I  nnderstande  yit  in 
another  manere,  that  shrewes  ben  more 
nnsely  whan  th^  ne  ben  nat  poniashed, 
al4>e-it  so  that  ther  ne  be  had  no  resoan 
or  lawe  of  oorreocioan,  ne  non  ensanmple 
100  of  lokinge.*  ^  And  what  manere  shal 
that  ben,'  qnod  I,  *  other  than  hatli  be 
toldheiwbifomr' 

*HaTe  we  nat  thanne  graonted,'  qood 

she,  *that  goode  folk  ben  blisftil,  and 

ic^  shrewes  ben  wrecohes  ? '      *Yis,'qnodL 

*  Thanne,' qood  she,  *  yif  that  any  good 
were  added  to  the  wrecohednesse  of  any 
wight,  nis  he  nat  more  welefdl  than  he 
that  ne  hath  no  medlinge  of  good  in  his 

110  solitarie  wrecohednesse  V  *  So  semeth  it,' 
qnodL 

*  And  what  seystow  thanne,*  qnod  she, 
•of  thilke  wrecohe  that  lakketh  alle 
goodes,  so  thai  w>  good  ni$  medled  in  hi$ 

115  toreodkedMMie,  and  yit,  over  al  his  wikked- 
nesse  for  which  he  is  a  wrecche,  that  ther 
be  yit  another  yvel  anexed  and  knit  to 
him,  shal  nat  men  demen  him  more 
nnsely  than  thilke  wrecohe  of  whiohe  the 

lao  nnselinesse  is  releyed  by  the  partioipa- 
oioonof  somgood?'  *  Why  sholde  he 
nat?*  qnodX 

*  Thanne,  oertes,'  qnod  she,  *han 
shrewes,  whan  they  ben  pnnisshed,  som* 

135  vhat  of  good  anexed  to  hir  wreoohed- 


nesse,  that  is  to  s^jnti,  the  same  peyne 
that  they  safbren,  which  that  is  good  by 
the  resoan  of  jnstioe ;  and  whan  thilke 
same  shrewes  ascapen  with-onte  torment, 
than  han  they  somewhat  more  of  yvel  yit  130 
over  the  wikkednesse  that  th^  han  don, 
that  ia  to  seyn,  de&ate  of  peyne ;  which 
defbate  of  poyne,  thoa  hast  graonted,  is 
yvelforthedeserteof&lonjre.'  *Inemay 
nat  densre  it,'  qnod  L  1 35 

*  Moche  more  thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  ben 
shrewes  nnsely,  whan  they  ben  wrong- 
ftilly  delivered  firo  peyne,  than  whan 
they  ben  pnnisshed  hy  rightftil  ven- 
jannoe.  Bat  this  is  open  thing  and  deer,  140 
that  it  ia  rifi^t  that  shrewes  ben  pnn- 
isshed, and  it  ia  wikkednesse  and  wrong 
that  they  esoapen  nnpnnisshed.'  *  Who 
mighte  den^ye  that? '  qnod  I. 

*  Bat,*  qnod  she,  *  may  any  man  denye  145 
that  al  that  is  right  n^  good ;  and  also 
the  oontraiie,  that  al  that  is  wrong  is 
wikke?'  *Certes,*   qnod  I,    « these 
thinges  ben  olere  y-noo^^ ;  and  that  we 
han  oonoladed  a  litel  her-bifom.    Bat  150 
I  praye  thee  that  thoa  telle  me,  yif  thoa 
aoordest  to  leten  no  torment  to  sowles, 
after  that  the  body  is  ended  hy  the 
deeth;'  fhi$  i$  to  ssyn,  wtdenlandettow 
aught  that  9oiae§  han  amy  tormetit  after  the  155 
dsethQffhsbodyf 

*  Gertes,*  qnod  she,  *  ye ;  and  that  right 
greet ;  of  which  sowles,'  qnod  she,  *  I 
trowe  that  some  ben  tormented  by  aspre- 
nesse  of  poyne ;  and  some  sowles,  I  trowe,  160 
ben  exercised  by  a  pnrginge  mekenesse. 
Bat  my  oonseil  nis  nat  to  determinye  of 
thise  Paynes.    Bat  I  have  travailed  and 
told  yit  hiderto,  for  thon  sholdest  knows 
that  the  mowinge  of  shrewes,  which  165 
mowinge  thee  semeth  to  ben  nnworthy, 
nis  no  mowinge :  and  eek  of  shrewes,  of 
which  thoa  pleinedest  that  they  ne  were 
nat  pnnisshed,  that  thoa  woldest  seen 
that  th^  ne  weren  nevez^mo  with-onten  170 
the  torments  of  hir  wikkednesse :  and  of 
the  licence  cfihemowimgetodon  yoet,  that 
thoa  pr^ydest  that  it  mighte  sone  ben 
ended,  and  that  thoa  woldest  fayn  lemen 
that  it  ne  sholde  nat  longe  dare :  and  175 
that  shxewM  bea  more  wisely  yif  they 
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were  of  lenger  dnringe,  and  moeft  xanmiiy 
yif  they  weren  perdoraUe.  And  after 
thie,  I  have  shewed  thee  that  moare  unaely 

180  ben  shrewee,  whan  ther  eaoapen  with- 
onte  hir  rightftil  peyne,  than  whan  they 
ben  ponieehed  by  ri^tftil  'veigaiinoeb 
And  of  this  lentenoe  folweth  it,  that 
thanne  ben  ahrewee  ocmetreined  at  the 

185  laste  with  most  grevaae  tonnent,  whan 
men  wene  that  th^y  ne  be  nai  pnniaihed.' 

*  Whan  I  consider  thy  reeonns,*  qnod  I, 

*  I  ne  trowe  nai  that  men  seyn  any-thing 
more  Terayly.    And  yif  I  tome  i^ein  to 

190  the  studies  of  men,  who  is  he  to  whom  it 
■holde  seme  that  he  ne  sholde  nat  only 
leven  thise  thinges,bat  eek  gladly  herhne 


*  Certee,'  qnod  she,  *  so  it  is ;  bat  men 

S95maynat.  Eor  they  ban  hir  eyen  so  wont 
to  the  derknesse  <nf  erthely  thinget,  that 
th^  ne  may  nat  liften  hem  np  to  the 
light  of  eleersothfjMtnesse;  bat  they  ben 
lyke  to  briddes,  of  which  the  night  light- 

900  neth  hir  lokinge,  and  the  day  blindeth 
hem.  For  whan  men  loken  nat  the  ordre 
of  thinges,  bat  hir  lostes  and  talents,  they 
wene  that  either  the  lere  or  the  mowinge 
to  don  wikkednesse,  or  dies  the  soapinge 

$0$  -with-oate  peyne,  be  weleftil.  Bat  con- 
sider the  jogement  of  the  perdorable  lawe. 
IVnr  yif  thoa  conferme  thy  corage  to  the 
beste  thinges,  thoa  ne  hast  no  nede  of  no 
joge  to  yeven  thee  prys  or  mede;  for 

two  thoa  hast  joyned  thy-self  to  the  most 
excellent  thing.  And  yif  thoa  have  en- 
dyned  thy  stadies  to  the  wikked  thinges, 
ne  seek  no  foreyne  wreker  oat  of  thy- 
self; Ibr  thoa  thy-self  hast  thrist  thy-self 

»5in-to  wikke  thinges:  right  as  thoa 
mii^test  loken  by  dyyerse  tymes  the 
foole  erthe  and  the  herene,  and  that  alle 
other  thinges  stinten  firo  with-oate,  «o 
that  ikou  nart  neUher  in  hewm  nt  <n  srMtf, 

sao  MS  soya  no-^hlmg  wtort ;  than  it  sholde 
semen  to  thee,  as  hy  only  reeoon  of 
lokinge,  that  thoa  were  now  in  the  stenes 
and  now  in  the  erthe.  Bat  the  poeple  ne 
loketh   nat   on   thIse   thinges.      What 

79$  thanne  ?  Shal  we  thanne  aproohen  as  to 
hem  that  I  have  shewed  that  they  ben  lyk 
to  bestes?    And  what  woltow  seyn  of 


this :  yif  that  a  man  hadde  al  forlorn  his 
sights  and  hadde  foiyeten  that  he  erer 
sao^  and  wende  that  no-thing  ne  fayl-  250 
ede  him  of  pertoeeioan  of  mankinde,  now 
we  that  mighten  seen  the  same  thinges, 
wolde  we  nat  wene  that  he  were  blinde  ? 
Ke  also  ne  aoordeth  nat  the  poeple  to 
that  I  shal  seyn,  the  which  thing  is  sos-  255 
tened  by  a  stronge  finmdement  of  resoons, 
thai  if  to  9fyn^  that  more  ansely  ben  they 
that  don  wrong  to  othre  folk  than  they 
that  the  wrong  saffiren.'  *I  wolde 
heren  thilke  same  resoons,*  qood  I.  240 

*  Denyestow,'  qaod  she,  *th&t  alle 
shrewes  ne  ben  worthy  to  ban  torment  ?' 
*Kay,'qaodI. 

*Bat,'  qood   she,  *I  am   certein,  by 
many  resoans,  that  shrewes  ben  ansely.*  245 
*Itacoideth,*qaodL 

*  Thanne  ne  doatestow  nat,'  qaod  she, 
*  thJkt  thilke  folk  that  ben  worthy  of  toi^ 
ment,  that  th^  ne  ben  wzecohes  ? '  *  It 
aoordeth  wel,*  qaod  I.  950 

*Yif  thoa  were  thanne,*  qaod  she, 
'y-set  »  jage  <«  a  knower  of  thinges, 
whether,  trowestow,  that  men  sholden 
tormenten  him  that  hath  don  the  wrong, 
or  elles  him  that  hath  saffred  the  wrong?'  ^55 
*■  I  ne  doate  nat,*  qaod  I,  *  that  I  nolde 
don  saffisaant  satisfacoioan  to  him  that 
hadde  safEt'ed  the  wrong  by  the  sorwe  of 
him  that  hadde  don  the  wrong.' 

*  Thanne  semeth  it,' qood  she,  'thatthe  ^^ 
doere  of  wrong  is  more  wreoche  than  he 
that  saffired  wrong?'       'That  folweth 
wd,'  qaod  L 

*  Than,*  qaod  she,  *  by  thesaAaases  and 
by  othre  oaoses  that  ben  enforced  by  the  ^5 
same  rote,  fllthe  or  sinne,  by  the  propre 
natare  of  it,  maketh  men  wreoches ;  and 

it  sheweth  wd,  that  the  wrong  that  men 
don  nis  nat  the  wreoohednesse  of  him 
that  receyveth  the  wrong,  bat  the  370 
wreoohednesse  of  him  that  doth  the 
wrong.  Bat  oertes,*  qaod  she,  *  thise 
oratoars  or  advooats  don  al  the  con- 
trarye :  for  they  enforcen  hem  to  com- 
moeve  the  joges  to  ban  pitee  of  hem  that  ^75 
ban  saifred  and  reoeyved  the  thinges  that 
ben  grevoas  and  aspre,  and  yit  men 
sholden  more  xi^tfolly  ban  pitee  of  heia 
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that  don  the  gTeraimoes  and  the  ynongea ; 

280  the  whiohe  shrewes,  it  were  a  more 
oovenable  thing,  that  the  aconsoiurs  or 
advocatfl,  nat  'wxoth  but  pitons  and  de- 
bonair, ledden  tho  shrewes  that  han  don 
wrong  to  the  jngement,  right  as  men 

985  leden  eyke  folk  to  the  leohe,  for  that  they 
sholde  seken  oat  the  maladyes  of  sinne 
by  torment.  And  l^  this  oovenaont, 
either  the  entente  of  defEondonrs  or  advo- 
cats  sholde  fiEiylen  and  cesen  in  al,  or 

39oelles,  yif  the  office  of  advooats  wolde 
bettre  profiten  to  men,  it  sholde  ben 
tomed  in-to  the  habite  of  aooosaoioon ; 
that  ia  to  ssyn,  iksy  gholdm  accum  $hrtwa, 
and  nat  excuM  A«m.   And  eek  the  shrewes 

295  hem-self,  yif  hit  were  levefhl  to  hem  to 
seen  at  any  clifte  the  Tertn  that  they  han 
forleten,  and  sawen  that  they  sholden 
putten  adoon  the  filthes  of  hir  vyoes  by 
the  torments  of  peynes,  they  no  onghte 

300  nat,  right  for  the  recompensaoioon  for  to 
geten  hem  boontee  and  prowesse  which 
that  they  han  lost,  demen  ne  holden  that 
thilke  poynes  weren  torments  to  hem; 
and  eek  th^  wolden  refhse  the  attend- 

305  aonce  of  hir  sdTOcats,  and  taken  hem-self 
to  hir  jnges  and  to  hir  accnsora  For 
which  it  bitydeth  that,  as  to  the  wyse 
folk,  ther  nis  no  place  y-leten  to  hate ; 
that  U  to  $eynj  that  no  haio  haJlh  no  place 

3  to  amongea  wy$o  men.  For  no  wight  nil 
haten  goode  men,  bnt-yif  he  were  over- 
moohel  a  fool ;  and  for  to  haten  shrewes, 
it  nis  no  resonn.  For  right  so  as  Ian- 
goissinge  is  maladye  of  body,  right  so  ben 

315  Tycee  and  sinne  maladye  of  corage.  And 
so  as  we  ne  deme  nat,  that  they  that  ben 
syke  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
but  rather  worthy  of  pitee :  wel  more 
worthy,  nat  to  ben  hated,  bnt  for  to  ben 

320  had  in  pitee,  ben  they  of  whiche  the 
thonghtes  ben  oonstreined  by  f^onoos 
wikkednesse,  that  is  more  emel  than  any 
languissinge  of  body. 

HxnuB  IV.    Qttid  tamtoo  iuwU  excUare 
motut. 

What  delyteth  yon  to  ezoyten  so  grete 
moevinges  ^AoteTifdii,  and  to  hasten  and 


bisien  the  &tal  dispoeioionn  of  yoor  deeth 
with  yonr  propre  handes  ?  that  U  to  myn, 
hy  bataUea  or  by  conisk.  For  yif  ye  azen  5 
the  deeth,  it  hasteth  him  of  his  owne  wil ; 
ne  deeth  ne  tarieth  nat  his  swifte  hors. 
And  the  men  that  the  serpent  and  the 
lyonn  and  the  tygre  and  the  here  and  the 
boor  seken  to  sleen  with  hir  teeth,  yit  10 
thilke  same  men  seken  to  sleen  ererioh  of 
hem  other  with  swerd.  Lo!  for  hir 
maneres  ben  dyverse  and  desoordaont,' 
th^  moeven  nnrig^tfbl  ostes  and  cruel' 
batailes,  and  wilnen  to  perisshe  by  entre-  15 
ohanngingeof  dartes.  Bat  the  resoon  of 
oraelteenlsnaty-noaghrightfcd.  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  oovenable  gaerdoan  to 
the  desertes  of  men?  Love  rightftilly 
goode  folk,  and  have  pitee  on  shrewes.*     so 

Faosa  Y.    Hie  ego  video  inquam, 

*Thas  see  I  wel,*  qood  I,  *either  what 
blisftdnesse  or  eUes  what  nnselinesse  is 
estaUisshed  in  the  desertes  of  goode  men 
and  of  shrewes.  Bat  in  this  ilke  fortane 
of  poeple  I  see  somwhat  of  good  and  som-  5 
what  of  yveL  For  no  wyse  man  hath 
leTer  ben  esyled,  poore  and  nedy,  and 
nameles,  than  for  to  dwellen  in  his  oitee 
and  flooren  of  riohesses,and  be  redootable 
by  honour,  and  strong  of  power.  For  in  10 
this  wj^M  more  oleerly  and  more  witnes- 
ftilly  is  the  office  of  wyse  men  y-treted, 
whan  the  bUsftilnesse  and  the  poostee  of 
govemoors  is,  as  it  were,  y-shad  amonges 
posples  that  be  neigheboars  and  md>ffita\  15 
sin  thai,  namely,  prisoon,  lawe,  and  thise 
othie  torments  of  laweM  peynes  ben 
rather  owed  to  felonoos  citeseins,  for  the 
whiche  felonoos  citeseins  tho  peynes  ben 
establisBhed,(AaM>br0Ood>bU:.  Thanne  so 
I  mervaile  me  greetly,*  qood  I,  *iHiy  that 
the  thinges  ben  so  mis  entrechaonged, 
that  torments  of  felonyes  pressen  and 
oonfonnden  goode  folk,  and  shrewes 
ravisshen  medes  of  Terta,  amd  hem  in  2$ 
honours  and  in  gret  etiate.  And  I  deqyre 
eek  for  to  witen  of  thee,  what  semeth  thee 
to  ben  the  resoon  of  this  so  wrongftd 
a  oonolnsioon  ?  For  I  wolde  wondre  wel 
the  lasse,  yif  I  trowede  that  al  thiaaso 
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thingM-wwen  mftdled  bj  Avtimoai  happe ; 
hut  now  hepeth  Mkd  enexweth  njn  a*- 
tonjinge  god,  goneoMnur  of  tliiiig«S|  that, 
■o  M  god  yerelh  oAe  ^tiom  to  gode  men 

35  godee  and  mirtfaes,  and  to  thrvirM 
T^elea  and  aipre  thingea}  and  jvvath 
ajainward  to  goda  fidk  bardnsMM,  and 
to  duewaa  he  grannteth  hem  hir  wil  and 
tiiat  thejdevyren :  what  difllsrenoe  thanne 

40  maj  ther  be  fattwizen  that  that  god  doth, 
and  the  happe  of  Ibrtone,  yif  men  ne 
knowe  nat  the  esuae  why  that  it  if  f ' 

*Ke  it  nis  no  mervaile,'  qaod   ihe, 
*thoiigfa  that  men  wenen  that  ther  be 

45  someidiat  foliMh  and  oonftiae,  idian  the 
reaoon  of  the  ordie  ia  imhnowe.  But 
al-4hoa|^  that  thoa  ne  knowe  nat  the 
canae  of  ao  greet  a  di^waJckum,  nathelee, 
for  aa  moehe  aa  god,  the  gode  goremoor, 

30  atempreth  and  govemeth  the  worid,  ne 
doote  thee  nat  that  alia  thingea  ben  doon 
*-ri|^t. 

KnuY.    BiquUAretyH»iderane$eit 

Who-ao  that  ne  knowe  nat  the  atenea 
of  Aretoxe,  y-tomed  neigh  to  the  aoyerein 
oontree  or  point,  thai  U  to  seym,  y^omed 
neigh  to  ths  aotmnitipool  of  ikefirfMmmd^ 
5  and  wot  nat  why  ihe  jCtfrrsBooteapaaieth 
or  gadereth  hia  w^ynea,  and  drenohoth 
hifl  late  flambea  in  the  aee,  and  why  that 
Bootee  the  eterre  nnfoldethhia  over-awifte 
azyainges,  thanne  ihal  ha  wondxen  of  the 

lolaweoftheh^e^yr.  And  eeky  yif  that 
henekftowenatwkythatihehomeeoiihe 
taUe  mono  wezen  pale  and  infeot  by  the 
boondea  of  tiie  deike  night ;  and  how  the 
mono,  derk  and  oonfhae,  diaoovereth  the 

15  aterrea  that  ahe  hadde  y^oevered  by  hir 
olere  Ticage.  TheoomnneeztoiirmoeTeth 
folk,  and  maketh  weiy  hir  baaina  of  bcaa 
by  thikke  strokaa;  that  U  to  teyn,  that 
ther  U  a  moment  people  that  highte  Oori" 

ao  bemteej  that  wenem  that,  wham  the  wioneie  in 
the  eei^pee,  that  U  be  enehevnted;  ondther^ 
fore,  for  to  reeoowe  the  mone,  they  hetenhkr 
baeine  with  thikke  etroioee.  Ke  no  man 
ne  wondzeth  whan  the  blaatea  of  the 

XS  wind  Ghoma  beten  the  stzondea  of  the 
gee  by  qaakiage  flodaa;  ne  no  man  ne 


wondzeth  whan  the  weighte  of  the  mowe, 
y-harded  by  the  oolde,  ia  reeolved  by  the 
bcenninge  hete  of  Phebna  the  aonne ;  for 
haer  aean  men  redely  the  oanaee.  Bat  30 
the  eanaeay-hid,  that  <t  to  aeyn,  in  hevene, 
tronblen  the  hreatea  of  men ;  the  moev- 
able  poeple  ia  aatoned  of  alle  thingea  that 
comen  selde  and  aodeinly  in  our  age. 
Bat  yif  the  troably  erxoor  of  oar  igno-  33 
rannoe  depaitede  fro  oi,  «o  thai  we  witten 
the eoneeewhy  thai  Jipicka tMaaet  hi-tyden, 
eertea,  they  aholden  oeaa  to  leme  won* 
drea. 

Paosx  TL    Itaut,  inguam, 

*Thaa  ia  itf'qood  I.  'Bataoaathou 
haat  Steven  or  bi-hight  me  to  onwnqnpen 
the  hid  oanaea  of  thingea,  and  to  di^ 
oovere  me  the  reaoona  covered  with  derk* 
neoei,  I  prey  thee  that  thoa  devyse  and  5 
jage  me  of  thia  matere,  and  that  thoa  do 
me  to  onderatonden  it ;  for  thia  mizaole 
or  thia  wonder  troaUeth  me  right  gretly.' 

And  thanne  she,  a  litel  what  amyllnge, 
aeydet  *thoa  olepeet  me,*  qood  she,  *to  10 
telle  thing  that  ia  grettest  of  alle  thingea 
that  mowen  ben  axed,  and  to  the  whiche 
qoeatioan  annethea  ia  ther  aoght  y-noogh 
to  laTen  it ;  a$  who  eeyth,  umwthee  ie  ther 
e^jgUauntly  anythiny  to  mmoert  parJUly  to  15 
thy  queetioun,  Eor  the  matere  <»f  it  ia 
swioh,  that  whan  o  doate  ia  determined 
and  eat  awcy,  ther  wezen  other  doatea 
with-onte  namber ;  right  aa  the  hevedea 
wezen  of  Ydre,  the  eerpent  that  Ercule$  ao 
elowK  Ke  ther  ne  were  no  manere  ne 
non  ende,  bat>yif  that  a  wight  oon- 
atreinede  tho  doatea  by  a  rig^t  lyfly  and 
qoik  iyr  of  thought ;  that  ie  to  eeyn,  by 
vigour  and  etrengihe  cfwiL  For  in  thia  35 
manere  men  weren  wont  to  maken  qoea- 
tiona  of  the  simplioitee  of  the  porviaonoe 
of  god,  and  of  the  order  of  deetinee,  and 
oi  sodein  happe,  and  of  the  knowinge  and 
predeatinaoioondivyne,andofthelibertee  30 
of  free  wille ;  the  whiohe  thinges  thoa 
thy-self  aperoeyveat  wel,  of  what  weight 
th^  ben.  Bat  for  aa  moohel  aa  the 
knowinge  of  thise  thingea  ia  a  manor 
poEQ&oim  of  the  medioina  of  thee,  ttl*be-it  35 
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80  that  I  have  litel  tym»  to  don  it,  yit 
natheles  I  -wol  enforoen  me  to  shewe 
somwliat  of  it.  Bat  aMJiogh  the  no- 
ridshingea  of  ditee  of  mnnke  delyteth 

40  thee,  thoa  meet  ouffiren  and  forbexen 

a  litel  of  thilke  deljte,  whyle  that  Iwere 

to  thee  reeoims  y-knit  by  oxdre.'        *  Aa 

itlyketh  to  thee,'  qnod  I,  *8o  do.' 

Tho  spak   she  right   as  hy  another 

45  biginninge,  and  i^yde  thus.  '  The  en- 
gendringe  of  alle  thinges,'  qnod  she,  *  and 
alle  the  progreanoans  of  mnable  nature, 
and  al  that  moeveth  in  any  manere, 
taketh  his  oavses,  his  ordre,  and  his 

50  formes,  of  the  stablenesse  of  tiie  divyne 
thoght ;  and  thilke  divyne  thought,  that 
is y-set  and  put  in  the  tour,  VuUUto seyn, 
ifi  <%s  Mghtej  of  the  simpUoitee  of  god, 
stabliflsheth  many  maner  gyses  to  thinges 

55  that  ben  to  done ;  the  whibhe  maner, 
whan  that  men  loken  it  in  thilke  pnre 
dennesse  of  the  divyne  intelligenoe,  it  is 
y-oleped  pnryiannoe;  bat  whan  thilke 
maner  is  referred  by  men  to  thinges  that 

do  it  moreth  and  disponeth,  thanne  of  olde 
men  it  was  eleped  destinee.  The  whiohe 
thinges,  yif  that  any  wiglit  loketh  wel  in 
his  thought  the  strragthe  of  that  oon  and 
of  that  other,  he  shal  lightly  mowen  seen, 

6$  that  thise  two  thinges  ben  dyverse.  For 
pnrviaonoe  is  thilke  divyne  reson  that  is 
establisshed  in  the  soverein  prince  of 
thinges;  the  whiohe  porviaonee  dis- 
poneth  iJle  thinges.    Bat  destinee  is  the 

70  disposioionn  and  ordinaonoe  elyvinge  to 
moevable  thinges,  hy  the  ii^ohe  diq»o- 
sioioon  the  porviaonoe  knitteth  aUe 
thinges  in  hir  ordres;  for  porviaanoe 
embraoeth  alle  thinges  to-hepe,  al-thogh 

75  that  they  ben  dyverse,  and  al-thog^  they 
ben  infinite ;  bat  destinee  departetli  and 
ordeineth  alle  thinges  singolerly,  and 
divyded  in  moevinges,  in  places,  in 
formes,  in  tymes,  as  thos:  lat  the  on- 

80  foldinge  of  temporel  ordinaonoe,  asaem- 
bled  and  ooned  in  the  lokinge  of  the 
divyne  thoaght,  be  eleped  parviaonce; 
and  thilke  same  asaemblinge  and  oon- 
inge,  divyded  and  nnfolden  by  tymes,  lat 

95  that  ben  called  destinee.  Andal-be-itso 
that  thise  thinges  ben  dyverse,  yitnaUie* 


les  hangeth  that  oon  on  that  other ;  for- 
why  the  order  destinal  prooedeth  of  the 
simplidtee  <tf  porviaonee.  Eor  right  as 
a  workman,  that  aperoeyveth  in  his  90 
thoght  the  forme  of  the  thing  that  he 
wol  make,  and  moeveth  the  efiBBot  of  the 
werk,  and  ledeth  that  he  hadde  loked 
bif<Hm  in  his  thoght  simply  and  pre- 
sently, by  temporel  ordinaonce :  oertes,  95 
right  so  god  disponeth  in  his  porviaonee, 
aingnkiTly  and  ataUy,  the  thingea  that 
ben  to  done,  bat  he  aminiatreth  in  many 
maneree  and  In  dyverae  tymea,  by  dea- 
tinee,  thilke  aame  thingea  that  he  hath  100 
diaponed.  Thanne,  whether  that  des- 
tinee be  exerqyaed  oother  by  aome  divyne 
apirita,  aervaonta  to  the  divyne  por- 
viaonee, or  ellea  hy  aom  aowle,  or  eUea  by 
alle  natore  aervinge  to  god,  or  eUea  l^  1Q5 
the  celeatia]  moevinges  of  sterrea,  or  ellea 
by  the  verto  of  angelea,  or  ellea  by  the 
dyverae  aobtilitee  of  develea,  or  ellea  by. 
any  of  hem,  or  eUea  by  hem  alle,  the 
deatinal  ordinaonce  ia  y^woven  and  acorn-  1 10 
pliashed.  Oertea,  it  is  open  thing,  that 
the  porviaonee  is  an  onmoevable  and 
simple  forme  of  thingea  to  done;  andtiie 
moveable  bond  and  the  temporel  ordi- 
naonoe of  thingea,  whiohe  that  the  115 
divyne  aimplioitee  of  porviaonoe  hath 
ordeyned  to  done,  that  ia  deatinee.  For 
which  it  ia,  that  alle  thingea  that  ben 
pot  onder  deatinee  ben,  oertea,  aobgita  to 
porviaonee,  to  whiohe  porviaonoe  dea- 110 
tinee  itaelf  ia  aobgit  and  onder.  Bot 
aome  thingea  ben  pot  onder  porviaonoe, 
that  aormoonten  the  ordinaonoe  of  dea- 
tinee; and  tho  ben  thilke  that  atahly  ben 
y-ficohed  negh  to  the  fixate  godhed :  they  135 
aormoonten  the  ordre  of  deatinal  moev- 
abletee.  For  right  as  of  oerdea  that 
tomen  a4xmte  a  aame  centre  or  arboote 
a  poynt,  thilke  oerde  that  ia  innereat  or 
moatwith-innejoyneth  to  the  aimpleaae  130 
of  the  middel,  and  ia,  aa  it  were,  a  centre 
or  a  poynt  to  that  other  oerolea  that 
tomen  a-booten  him ;  and  thilke  that  ia 
oottereat,  compaaaed  by  larger  envyxon- 
ninge,  is  onfiolden  by  laiger  spaces,  in  so  155 
moohe  as  it  is  fortixeat  fro  the  middel 
SimpUoitee  of  the  poynt ;  aad  yif  thar  b» 
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any-ihiair  ^^^  knittoth  And  MftwAip- 
path  him-self  to  thillM  middel  pojni,  it 

140  is  ooostarained  in-to  iiimp1icit<w,  that  i»  to 
myttj  in>4o  vmmogvaUeUei  and  it  oastth  to 
be  shad  and  to  fl«t«i  djvcnelj :  zii^t  so, 
by  awnblablo  ratonn,  thilka  thlni^  that 
departeth  forthast  frothe  fixit  thogbt  of 

145  god,  it  ia  ukfoldfltt  aikd  toinmitted  to 
gvetter  bomdes  of  d«stinM:  and  in  so 
mooha  is  the  thing  more  free  and  lans 
£co  destines,  as  it  azeth  and  holdeth  him 
nar  to  thilke  oentxe  of  thinges,  tkcU  i$  to 

150  styR,  ffod  And  yif  the  thing  e^yreth  to 
the  stede&stnesss  of  the  thofl^t  of  god, 
and  be  'vith-onte  mdevinge,  oeites,  it  sop> 
monnteth  the  nscssritoe  of  destinee. 
Thanne  rig^t  swioh  eomparisoan  as  it  is 

155  ot  skilinge  to  nndersftondinge,  and  o£ 
thing  that  is  engandied  to  thing  that  is, 
and  o£  ^rme  to  etomitee,  and  of  the  osrole 
to  the  oentre,  li^t  so  is  the  ordre  of 
moerable   destinee  to  the  slaUe  sint- 

160  ylioitee  of  Funrjaanoe.  Thilke  ordi- 
nannoe  moevelh  the  herene  and  the 
stenes,  and  atempreth  the  elements  to> 
gideramopgeshem  self,  and  transftiarmeth 
hem   hy  entreohaaageable  mntaekmn; 

i6s  and  thOke  seme  ocdrs  neweth  sysin  alle 
thinges  growings  and  fiUlinge  BKtoon,  by 
semblable  progiesiifwim  of  sedes  and  of 

And  this  ilke  ordre  eonstrsineth  the  ibr- 

170  tones  and  the  dedes  of  men  by  a  bond  of 
oaoses,  nat  able  to  ben  nnboonde ;  the 
whiohe  destinal  oansss,  whan  th^passen 
oat  £co  the  biginninges  of  the  onmoevable 
pnrvieanoe,  it  mot  nedes  be  that  they  ne 

>75  be  nat  nrnteUa.  And  thns  ben  the 
tliinges  inl  wel  y-goremed,  jif  that  the 
simpUciteedweQingein  the  divyne  thogkt 
sheweth  forth  the  ordre  of  osnsesi  nnaUe 
to  ben  y-bowed;   and  this  ordre   oon- 

itostreineth  hy  his  propre  stabWtee  the 
moevable  thinges,  or  elles  thty  sholden 
fletsn  folily.  for  which  it  is,  that  alls 
thinges  semen  to  ben  oonAis  and  troaUe 
to  ns  men,  £or  we  ne  mowen  nat  oonsidere 

185  thilke  erdinannoe;  nstbelss,  the  propre 
manor  of  erery  thinge,  dressinge  hem  to 
goode,  disponeth  hem  alia, 
for  thar  nis  no4hing  don  in  oease  o£ 


yrel;  ne  thilke  thing  that  is  don  by  wik- 
kedefolkiiii«aldefi>bryM2.  Thewhiohe  190 
shrewes,  as  I  hare  shewed  ttH  plenti- 
Tonsly,  seken  good,  bnt  wikked  erronr 
mistometh  hem,  ne  the  ordre  oominge 
fro  the  poynt  of  soverein  good  ne  de- 
elyneth  nat  tio  his  biginninge.  Bat  then  195 
mayst  seyn,  what  nnreste  may  ben  a 
worse  oonfhsioan  than  that  gode  men  ban 
somtjme  adTsrsitee  and  somtyme  proa- 
pezitee,  and  shrewes  also  now  ban 
thinges  that  they  desiren,  and  now  aoo 
thinges  that  they  haten?  Whether  men 
liven  now  in  swioh  hoolnesse  of  thoght, 
(as  toko  seytih,  5aii  men  now  so  toywX  ^^^ 
swiohe  folk  as  th^y  demen  to  ben  gode 
folk  or  shrewes,  that  it  moste  nedes  ben  90$ 
that  folk  ben  swiohe  as  th«y  wenen? 
Bat  in  this  manere  the  domes  of  men 
disoorden,  that  thilke  men  that  some 
folk  demen  worthy  of  mode,  other  folk 
demenhem  worthy  of  torment.  Bat  lat  210 
OS  grannte,  I  pose  that  som  man  may  wel 
demen  or  knowen  the  gode  folk  and  the 
badde ;  may  he  thswne  knowen  and  seen 
thilke  innereste  atempraonoe  of  oorages, 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  be  seyd  of  bodies;  ai5 
a§  who  uyth,  may  a  smhi  tpeken  and  deier* 
mintm  <nf  attrnprammcii  in  eoro^is,  a§  mm 
Mere  wmt  to  4eme»  or  tpeken  of  com* 
j»IcBe<oiMif  oiulateiapreMiNeef  <^^odietf  Ne 
it  ne  is  nat  an  nnlyk  miracle,  to  hem  aao 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat,  (as  «e*o  miXhy  Imi 
U  i§  lyko  a  aisreea  or  a  miracle  to  hem  that 
ne  knowni  U  na£^  why  that  swete  thinges 
ben  eorenaUe  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,  and  to  some  bodies  bittere  thinges  325 
ben  oovanaUe ;  and  also,  why  that  some 
^yke  folk  ben  hogpen  with  lighte  medi- 
^ynes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen  with 
sharps  medioynes.  Bnt  nathales,  the 
leohe  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  the  ^50 
atempraonoe  of  hole  and  of  meladye,  ne 
merveileth  <tf  it  no-thing.  Bot  what 
other  thing  semeth  hole  of  oorsges  bat 
bonntee  and  piowesse  ?  And  what  other 
thing  semeth  maladye  of  coragee  bat  235 
Tyoesf  Who  is  eUes  kepere  of  good  or 
dryver  awey  of  yTel,bat  god,  gownoux 
andleoherofthooghtes?  Thewhiehegod, 
whan  ha  hath  biholden  from  the  heye 
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340  tour  of  his  purvBaimoe,  he  knoweth  -what 
is  covenable  to  every  -wight,  and  leneth 
hem  that  he  wot  that  is  oovenaUe  to 
hem.  Lo,  hel^-of  oomth  and  her-of  is  don 
this  noble  miracle  of  the  ordre  destinal, 

345  whan  god,  that  al  knoweth,  doth  swiohe 
thing,  of  which  thing'  that  nnknowinge 
folk  ben  astoned.  But  for  to  constreine, 
OB  who  aeyth,  InUfor  to  eomprehmds  and 
teUo  a  fewe  thinges  of  the  divyne  deep- 

950  nesse,  the  whiohe  that  mannes  xesoon 
may  onderstonde,  thilke  man  that  thoa 
wenest  to  ben  right  juste  and  right  kep- 
inge  of  equitee,  the  oontrarie  of  that 
semeth  to  the  divyne  pnnreannoe,  that  al 

255  wot.  And  Lacan,  my  familer,  telleth 
that  "  the  viotorioiis  cause  lykede  to  the 
goddes,  and  the  cause  overcomen  lykede 
to  Oatoon."  Thanne,  what-eo-ever  thoa 
mayst  seen  that  is  don  in  this  world 

260  imhoped  or  nnwened,  certes,  it  is  the 
right  ordre  of  thinges;  bat,  as  to  thy 
wikkedeopinioan,itisaconftisioan.  Bat 
I  suppose  that  som  man  be  so  wel 
y-thewed,  that  the  divyne  jugement  and 

a6s  the  jugement  of  mankinde  acorden  hem 
to-gider  of  him ;  but  he  is  so  anstede£B«t 
of  corage,  that,  yif  any  adverflitee  come 
to  him,  he  wol  forleten,  par-aTenture,  to 
continue  innocence,  by  the  whiohe  he  ne 

970  may  nat  with-h<dden  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wyse  dispensaoioun  of  god  spareth 
him,  the  whiohe  man  adversitee  mighte 
enpeyren ;  for  that  god  wol  nat  toftten 
him  to  travaile,  to  whom  that  tnivaile 

a75^nls  nat  oovenable.  Another  man  is  parfit 
in  alle  vertues,  and  is  an  holy  man,  and 
negh  to  god,  so  that  the  pnrviannoe  of 
god  wolde  demon,  that  it  were  a  felonye 
that  he  were  touched  with  any  adver- 

aSo  sitees ;  so  that  he  wol  nat  soffire  that 
swibh  a  man  be  moeved  with  any  bodily 
maladye.  But  so  as  s^yde  a  phiksophre, 
the  more  excellent  by  me :  ^  teifde  in 
(77^  that  *' vertues  han  edified  the  body 

S85  of  the  holy  man."  And  ofte  ^yme  it 
bttydeth,  that  the  aomme  of  thinges  that 
ben  to  done  is  taken  to  goveme  to  gode 
folk,  ibr  that  the  malice  haboondant  of 
shrewes  sholde  ben  abated.     And  god 

S90  yeveth  and  departeth  to  othze  folk  pcos> 


peritees  and  adversitees  y-medled  to- 
hepe,  after  the  qualitee  of  hir  oorages,  and 
remordeth  som  f<^  by  advenUee^  for  th^ 
ne  sholde  nat  wezen  proude  by  longe 
welefhlnesse.  And  other  folk  he  suffreth  395 
to  ben  travailed  with  harde  thinges,  for 
that  thoy  sholden  oonformen  the  vertues 
of  corage  by  the  usage  and  ezercitacioim 
ofpacience.  And  other  folk  dreden  more 
than  they  oughten  fthat  whiohe  they  500 
mighten  weT  beren;  and  somme  dispyse 
that  they  mowe  nat  beren ;  and  thilke 
f<^  god  ledeth  in-to  experience  of  him- 
self by  aspre  and  sorwfUl  thinges.  And 
many  othre  f<^  han  bought  honourable  3^5 
zenoun  of  this  world  by  the  prys  of 
glorious  deeth.  And  som  men,  that  ne 
mowen  nat  ben  overcomen  by  torments, 
have  yeven  ensaumple  to  othre  folk,  that 
vertu  may  nat  ben  overcomen  by  adver-  310 
sitees ;  and  of  alle  thinges  ther  nis  no 
doute,  that  they  ne  ben  don  rightftUly 
and  ordenely,  to  the  profit  of  hem  to 
whom  we  seen  thise  thinges  bityde.  For 
certes,  that  advertitee  comth  somtyme  315 
to  shrewes,  and  somtyme  that  that  they 
desiren,  it  oomth  of  thise  foxseide  causes. 
And  of  sorwAil  thinges  thai  bUifden  to 
$hrewe$y  certes^  no  man  ne  wondreth ;  fixr 
alle  men  wenen  that  they  han  wel  de-  3^ 
served  it,  and  that  th^  ben  of  wikkede 
merite ;  of  whiohe  shretres  the  torment 
somtyme  agasteth  othre  to  don  felons^es, 
and  somtyme  it  amendeth  hem  that 
suffiren  the  torments.  And  the  pros-  335 
peritee  that  i$  yeven  to  tkrewee  sheweth 
a  greet  argument  to  gode  folk,  what  thing 
they  sholde  demon  of  thilke  weleftilnesse, 
the  whiche  proeperitee  men  seen  ofte 
serven  to  shrewes.  In  the  which  thing  330 
I  trowe  that  god  dispenseth;  for,  per- 
aventure,  the  nature  of  som  man  is  so 
overthrowinge  to  yoeZ,  and  so  uncoven- 
aUe,  that  the  nedy  povertee  of  his 
hoashold  mighte  rather  egren  him  to  don  335 
felonyes.  And  to  the  maladye  of  him  god 
putteth  ranedie,  to  yeven  him  riohesses. 
And  som  other  man  biholdeth  his  con- 
science defouled  with  sinnes,  and  maketh 
comparisoun  of  his  fbrtune  and  of  him-  340 
self;  and  dsedeth^  per^yentiire,  that  his 
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bUsftQnMM,  of  which  the  OMge  ii  joyeAU 
to  him,  thftt  the  ladnce  of  thilke  blisftiU 
neMe  ne  be  net  lorwAil  to  him;  and 
.  345  iherfor  he  wol  ehMmce  his  mAnexes,  Mid, 
liar  he  dredeth  to  leee  hi«  Ibrtnne,  he  for- 
leteth  his  wikkednowe.  To  othre  folk  is 
weleftUnesse  y-yeren  nnworthfly,  the 
whiehe  orerthxoweth  hem  ia-to  distnuy 

550  cioimthmt they handeserred.  Andtosom 
othre  folk  is  yeven  power  to  punisshen, 
for  that  it  shal  be  ottuse  of  amUmta- 
domm  and  ezercysinge  to  gode  folk  and 
cause  of  tonnent  to  shrewes.    For  so  as 

555  ther  nis  non  alyaonoe  by-twize  gode  folk 
and  shrewes,  ne  shrewes  ne  mowen  nat 
aoorden  amonges  hem-self.  And  why 
nat?  For  shrewes  disoorden  of  hem-self 
by  hir  vyoes,  the  whiohe  fyoes  al  to- 

360  renden  hir  oonsoiences ;  and  don  oAe 
tyme  thinges,  the  whiohe  thinges,  whan 
they  han  don  hem,  th^  demen  that  tho 
thinges  nesholden  nat  ban  ben  don.  For 
which  thing  thilke  soyerein  pnrveaonoe 

j65hath  maked  oAe  tyme  &ir  miracle;  so 
that  shrewes  han  maked  shrewes  to  ben 
gode  men.  For  whan  that  som  shrewes 
seen  that  th^  snffiren  WTongfoUy  felonyes 
of  othre  shrewes,  they  wexen  eschaofed 

370  in-to  hateof  hem  that  anoyeden  hem,  and 
retomen  to  the  i^t  of  verta,  whan  th^ 
stodien  to  ben  nnlyk  to  hem  that  they 
han  hated.  Certes,  only  this  is  the  diyyne 
might,  to  the  whiohe  might  yreles  ben 

373  thanne  gode,  whan  it  nseth  tho  yyeles 
oovenably,  and  draweth  out  the  effect  of 
any  gode;  as  who  saytt,  that  yoel  ii  good 
only  to  tks  mighiofgodt  for  ike  mighl  of  god 
ordeyneih  thUJeo  yvel  to  good.        For  oon 

380  ordze  embraseth  alle  thinges,  so  that 
"M^iat  wight  that  departeth  fro  theresoon 
of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is  assigned  to 
him,  algates  yit  he  slydeth  in-to  another 
ordre,  so  that  no-thing  nis  lereftilto  folye 

385  in  the  reame  of  the  divyne  porviaonoe ; 
as  who  teyth,  nothing  ndt  wUh^o%iten  ordi- 
namnee  in  the  reama  of  <As  divyne  pur- 
viaunee;  sin  that  the  right  stronge  god 
goremeth  alle  thinges  in  this  world.    For 

390  it  nis  nat  leveAil  to  man  to  oompre- 
henden  by  wit,  ne  nnfolden  byword,  alle 
the  sobtil  ordinaonoes  and  disposicionns 


of  the  diTyne  entente.  Foronlyitonghte 
snffise  to  han  loked,  that  god  him-sel^ 
maker  ot  alle  natores,  ordeineth  and  395 
dresseth  alle  thinges  to  gode ;  whyl  that 
he  hasteth  to  with-holden  the  thinges 
that  he  hath  maked  in-to  his  sembUnnoe, 
thai  i$  to  eeyn,  for  to  with^hoiden  thimgm 
ht-io  good,  for  he  htmeelf  i$  good,  he  400 
ohaseth  out  al  yrel  Are  the  boondes  of  his 
oomnnalitee  by  the  ordre  of  noeossitoe 
destinable.  For  which  it  fdweth,  that 
yif  thou  loke  the  pnrriannoe  ordeininge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  oat-  405 
rageo«is  or  haboondant  in  erthes,  thonne 
shalt  not  seen  in  no  place  no-thing  of 
yvel.  But  I  see  now  that  thoa  art 
ohaiged  with  the  weic^te  of  the  qnes- 
tionn,  and  weiy  with  the  lengthe  of  my  410 
resonn ;  and  that  thou  abydest  som  sweet- 
nesse  of  songe,  Tsk  thanne  this  dranght; 
and  whan  thoa  art  wel  zefresshed  and 
refect,  thoa  shal  be  more  ftode&st  to  stye 
in-to  h^yere  qoestionni.  415 

MsmVl.   SiMieeOeihnrmUmtmtii, 

Ji  thoa,  wys,  wilt  demen  in  thy  pore 
thought  the  rightes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
h^ye  thonderer,  Ma<  if  to  styn,  (^yod,  loke 
thoa  and  bihold  the  heightes  of  the 
Boverein  herene.  Therekepenthesterres,  5 
by  rightftil  alliaonce  of  thinges,  hir  olde 
pees.  The  sonne,  y-moeved  by  his  rody 
i^T,  ne  distorbeth  nat  the  oolde  ceicle  of 
Ihe  mone.  Ne  the  sterre  y-deped  *the 
Bere,*  that  enolyneth  his  ravisshinge  10 
coorses  aboaten  the  soverein  heighte  of 
the  worlde,  ne  the  same  sterre  Ursa  nis 
nerer-mo  wasshen  in  the  depe  westrene 
see,  ne  ooveiteth  nat  to  deyen  his  flaombes 
in  the  see  of  the  oocian,  al-thogh  he  see  15 
othre  sterres  y-plonnged  in  the  see.  And 
Hesperus  the  Merre  bodsth  and  teUeth 
alw^the  late  nightes;  and  Lucifar  the 
stofisbringethayeintheclereday.  And 
thus  maketh  Lore  entrechaungeable  the  ao 
perdurable  courses ;  and  thus  is  discord- 
able  bataile  y-put  out  of  the  contree  of 
the  sterresi  This  aoordaianoe  atempreth 
by  erenelyk  maneres  the  elements,  that 
the  molste  thinges,  stzyvinge  with  tha  25 
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drye  thinges,  yev&i  place  by  stonxides; 
and  the  oolde  thinges  joynen  hem  by 
feyth  to  the  bote  thinges ;  and  that  the 
lighte  tyr  arjrseth  in-to  heighte ;  and  the 

30  hevy  erthes  avalen  l^  hir  weighte&  By 
thise  same  causes  the  flooxy  yeer  jrildeth 
ffwote  smelles  in  the  fixste  somer-sesonn 
'warminge;  and  the  hote  somer  dryeth 
the  comes;  and  antnmpne  comth  ayein, 

35  hery  of  apples ;  and  the  fletinge  reyn 
bideweth  the  -winter.  This  atempraonoe 
norissheth  and  bringeth  f<vth  al  thing 
that  fbretheth  lyf  in  this  -world;  and 
thilke  same  atempraimoe,   ravisshinge, 

40  hydeth  and  binimeth,  and  drencheth 
nnder  the  laste  deeth,  alle  thinges  y-bom. 
Amonges  thise  thinges  sitteth  the  heye 
maker,  king  and  lord,  welle  and  begin- 
-ninge,  lawe  and  -wys  juge,  to  don  eqnitee ; 

45  and  govemetb  and  endyneth  the  brydles 

of  thinges.    And   tho  thinges  that  he 

etereth  to  gon  by  moevinge,  he  with- 

.   draweth  and  aroeteth ;  and  aflfermeth  the 

moevable  or  wandringe  thinges.    For  yif 

50  that  he  ne  depede  ayain  the  right  goinge 
of  thinges,  and  yif  that  he  ne  oon- 
streinede  hem  nat  eft-sones  in-to  roxmd- 
nesses  enclynede,  the  thinges  that  ben 
now  continued  by  stable  ordinannoe,  they 

55  sholden  departen  ftom  hir  welle,  that  ii  to 
«eyn,  ./Vom  hir  "bighmingef  and  fiiylen,  that 
is  to  seytty  tome  in-to  nought  This  is 
the  comone  Love  to  alle  thinges;  and  alle 
thinges  axon  to  ben  holden  by  the  fyn  of 

60  good.  For  elles  ne  mighten  they  nat 
lasten ;  yif  they  ne  come  nat  efti-«ones 
ayein,  by  Love  retomed,  to  the  caose  tliat 
hath  yeven  hem  beinge,  that  is  to  aeyn^  to 
god. 

Psosx  Yn.    lamne  igitur  uides, 

Seestow  nat  thanne  what  thing  Mweth 
alle  the  thinges  that  I  have  seyd? ' 
Boeet.  *  What  thing?*  quod  I. 

*  Certes,'  qnod  she,  •  al-ontrely,  that  alle 
5  fortone  is  good.'         *  And  how  may  that 

be?'  qnodL 

*  Now  understand,'  quod  she,  *  so  as  alle 
fbrtone,  whether  so  it  be  jc^ftil  fortune 
or  aspre  fortone,  is  yeven  either  by  cause 


of  guerdoning  or  elles  of  ezeroysinge  of  10 
good  folk,  or  elles  by  cause  to  punisshen 
or  elles  chas<ysenshrewes;  thanne  isalle 
fortune  good,  the  -whiohe  fortune  is  cer-     - 
tein  that  it  be  either  rightftil  or  elles 
profitable.'         *  Forsothe,  this  is  a  fhl  15 
verray  resoun,' quod  I ;  *and  yif  I  con- 
sider the  purviannoe  and  the  destinee 
that  thou  tanghtest  me  a  litel  her-bifom, 
this  sentence  is  sustened  by  stedefast 
resouns.    But  jdf  it  lyke  unto  thee,  latus  30 
nonmbren  bem  amonges  thilke  thinges, 
of -whiche  thou  seydest  a  litel  ber-bifora, 
that  they  ne  were  nat  able  to  ben  wened 
to  the  poeple.' 

*  Why  so?'  quod  she.        •  For  that  the  25 
oomune  word  of  men,'  quod  I,  *  misoseth 
ihiamanertpeche  offiyrtunA,  and  seyn  ofte 
tymes  that  the  fortone  of  som  -wight  is 
-wikkede.' 

*T^tow  thanne,'  quod  she,   *that  I  30 
aproche  a  litel  to  the  -wordes  of  the  poeple, 
so  that  it  seme  nat  to  hem  that  I  be  over- 
moche  departed  as  firo  the  usage  of  man- 
kinde?'        •  As  thou -wolt,' quod  I. 

'Demestow  nat,'  quod  die,  *that  al  35 
thing  that  proflteth  ia  good?'        » Yis,' 
quodL 

'And  oertes,  thilke  thing  that  exer- 
oy8ethorcorigeth,profiteth?'  *Iccm- 
fesse  it  wd,'  quod  L  40 

*  Thanne  is  it  good? 'quod  she.  *Why 
nat?'  quod  L 

*  ]But  this  is  the  fortune,'  quod  she,  *  of  « ^ 
hem  that  either  ben  put  in  vertu  and 
batailen  ayeins  aspre  thinges,  or  elles  of  45 
hem  that  eschuen  and  dedynen  fto  vyoes 
and  taken  the  wey  of  vertu.'        '  This  ne 
may  I  nat  denye,'  quod  L 

'  But  what  seystowof  the  mery  fortune 
that  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in  guerdoun  ?  50 
Demeth  aught  the  poeple  that  it  is  wik- 
ked?'  'Nay,  foraothe,'  quod  I;  *but 
they  demon,  as  it  sooth  is,  that  it  is  right 
good.' 

'And  what  seyrtow  of  that  other  for^  55 
tone,'  quod  she,  *  that,  al-thogh  that  it  be 
aspre,  and  xestreineth  the  shrewes  by 
xightiVil  torment,  weneth  aught  the 
poeplethatit  be  good?'  'Nay,' quod 
I, '  bot  the  posple  dsmsth  that  it  is  most  60 
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^rzttoohod  of  alle  UungM  that  may  ben 
thoc«^* 

*War  now,  and  loka  w«l,*  quod  ihe, 
*  lest  that  we,  in  folwinge  the  opinionn  of 

^  the  poeple,  have  oonfessed  and  ooncluded 
thing  that  is  nnahle  to  be  wened  to  tJU 
jpo^pieJ        'What  is  that,'  qnod  L 

*  Certee,'  quod  she,  *  it  fblweth  or  oomth 
of  thingee  that  ben  grannted,  that  alle 

yo  fintone,  -what^o-ever  it  be,  <tf  hem  that 
ben  either  in  possessioan  of  Tertn,  or  in 
the  encres  of  yerto,  or  eUes  in  the  pnr- 
chaaioge  of  verto,  that  thilke  fortone  is 
good ;  and  that  alle  fortone  is  right  wikr 

75  kede  to  hem  that  dwellen  in  shrewedr 
nesse;'  as  foho  myth,  and  thu$  wmtih  not 
thepoepU.  *  That  is  sooth,' qnod  I,  *  al- 
be-it  80  that  no  man  dar  oonfesse  it  ne 
biknowen  it.' 

80  *Wh7SO?'qTiodshe;  *forrightas  the 
stnmge  man  ne  semeth  nat  to  abaissen  or 
disdaignen  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  hereth  the 
noise  of  the  bataile,  ne  also  it  ne  semeth 
•nat,  to  the  -wyse  man,  to  beren  it  gre- 

BS  yoaafyy  as  oAe  as  he  is  lad  in-to  the  stryf 
of  fortone.  IV>r  bothe  to  that  oon  man 
and  eek  to  that  other  thilke  di£3oiiltee  is 
the  matere ;  to  that  oon  man,  of  encres 
of  his   glorious   renonn,    and  to  that 

90  other  man,  to  oonflxme  his  sapience,  that 
is  to  seyn,  to  tks  atptvnmm  of  ht$  estat 
Vor  therfore  is  it  called  •*vertn,'*  for 
thai  it  scisteneth  and  enibrseth,  by  hise 
strengthes,  that  it  nis  nat  overoomen  by 

95  adversitees.  Ke  certes,  thou  that  art  put 
in  the  encres  or  in  the  heighte  of  Terto, 
ne  hast  nat  comen  to  fleten  with  delices, 
and  for  to  welken  in  bodily  Inste ;  thou 
sowest  <Mr  plaxmtest  a  tal  egre  bataile  <n 

100  thy  eorage  ayeins  every  fortone :  for  that 
the  sorwAil  fortone  ne  oonfoonde  thee 
nat,  ne  that  the  merye  fbrtone  ne  co- 
rompe  thee  nat,  occopye  the  mene  by 
Btede&st  strengthes.  For  al  that  ever  is 
105  onder  the  mene,  or  elles  al  that  over- 
paaseth  the  mene,  despsrseth  welefhlnesse 
(as  who  seyth,  it  is  vieious\  and  ne  hath  no 
medeof  histravaile.  For  it  is  set  in  yoor 
hand  {as  who  ssyth,  it  lyth  in  your  power) 
110  what  fbrtone  yow  is  levest,  that  is  to  seyUy 
good  or  yveL   For  alle  fortone  that  semeth 


sharp  or  aspre,  yif  it  ne  ezer^yss  na*  ihs 
gods  folk  ne  chastyaeth  ths  wikksd  Jblk,  it 
ponissheth. 

ICsTBS  vn.    BeOa  bis  9*^htis  operatMi 


The  wreker  Attrides,  that  is  to  ssyn, 
Agamsnon,  that  wrooghte  and  oontinnede 
the  batailes  by  ten  yeer,  reoovered  and 
porgede  in  wnkings,  hy  the  destroooionn 
of  Trqye,  the  loste  chaombres  oi  mariage  5 
of  his  brother;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  he, 
Agamsmm,  wan  ayein  EUyns,  thai  was 
Menelaus  wyf  his  brother.    In  the  mene 
whyle  that  thilke  Agamenon  desirede  to 
yeven  sayles  to  the  Orekiadi  navye,  and  10 
booghte  ayein  the  windes  by  blood,  he 
nndothede  him  of  pitee  of  fkder ;  and  the 
sory  preest   jdveth   in   sacri^inge  the 
wreoched  oottinge  of  throte  of  the  doogh- 
ter;   that  is  to  seyn,  that  Agamenon  let  15 
aUtsn  ths  throU  a/  his  doughUr  by  ths 
prsest,  to  maksn  dUyaunee  with  his  goddes, 
and  for  to  han  wind  with  whiehs  he  mights 
wenden  to  Troye,       ItacaSj  that  is  to  seyn, 
TfUaesSt  biwepte  his  felawes  y-lom,  the  so 
whiche  fUawes  the  ferse  Folxji^emos,  lig- 
ginge  in  his  grete  cave,  hadde  fireten  and 
dreynt  in  his  empty  wombe.    Bot  nathe- 
les  Poliphemos,  wood  for  his  Uinde  visage,  ' 
yald  to  mixes  joye  by  his  sorwAiT  teres ;  ^5 
thai  is  to  seyn,  that  XJlixes  smoot  otcf  ths 
eye  of  Poliphsmtts  that  stood  in  his  forthed^ 
for  which  XJlixes  hadds  joye,  w^um  hs  say 
Poliphemvs  wepinge  and  Hinds,       Her-   - 
coles  is  celebrable  for  his  haxde  travailes ;  30 
he  daontede  the  proode  Oentaores,  haJf 
horSj  half  man;  and  he  birafte  the  di- 
spojiinge  fVo  the  croel  lyoon,  that  is  to 
seyn,  he  slowh  ths  lyoun  and  rafts  him  his 
sJHn.    He  smoot  the  briddes  thai  highUn  S$ 
^Tpi^withcorteinarwes.  Heravis^ede 
apples  £ro  the  wakinge  dragoon,  and  his 
hand  was  the  more  hevy  for  the  goldene 
metal.    He  drow  Cerbems,  ths  hound  of  - 
heUU,  by  his  treble  cheyne.    He,  over-  40 
comer,  as  it  is  seyd,  hath  pot  an  onmeke 
lord  foddre  to  his  croel  hors ;  this  is  to 
seyn,  that  Hercules  slowh  Diomedes,  and 
made  his  hors  to  freten  him.    And  he, 
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45  HeroDlM,  Bkfwh  Tdra  the  $erpmUy  and 
brsnde  the  venim.  And  Acheloiis  the 
flood,  defooled  in  his  forhed,  dr^ynte  his 
shamefast  viaa^  in  his  stiondes ;  this  it 
to  Myn,  that  Acheloui  eoude  transfigure 

50  him-tet/in-to  dyvene  lyknettet;  and^  at  he 
fought  with  Herculet^at  the  latte  he  tomede 
him  in-to  a  hole  ;  and  Hereulet  brdk  ofoon 
of  hit  homety  and  ht,  for  thamey  hidde  him 
in  hit  river.     And  he,  Heronles,  caste 

55  adoon  Anthens  the  gsraont  in  the 
strondei  of  Libie ;  and  Caoos  apajMde 
the  mratthee  of  Evander ;  thit  it  to  tegn^ 
that  HeraOet  riowh  the  monttre  Cseut,  and 
apagtede  with  that  dteth  the  wratthe  of 

do  Evander,  And  the  bristlede  boor  markede 
-with  soomes  the  ahnldres  of  Heicnles,  the 


-whiohe  ahnldres  the  heye  oerole  of  herene 
sholde  thriste.  And  the  laste  of  his  la- 
bours waS|  that  he  snstened  the  herene 
np-on  his  nekke  unbowed ;  and  he  de-  6$ 
servede  efb-sones  the  hevene,  to  ben  the 
piys  of  his  laste  travaile.  Goth  now 
thanne,  ye  stronge  men,  thei^«s  the  heye 
wey  of  the  grete  ensanmple  ledeth  yow. 
O  nyoe  men,  why  nake  ye  yoore  bakkes  ?  70 
At  who  teyth :  Oye  dowe  and  deUeat  men, 
whyfiee  ye  advertiteetf  and  ne  ftghten  not 
ayeint  hem  hy  vertu,  to  winnm  the  mede  of 
the  hevene  f  For  the  erthe,  overoomen, 
yereth  the  sterres' ;  thit  it  to  ttyn,  that,  7$ 
%aian  that  erthely  lutt  it  overcomen,  a  man 
it  mdked  worthy  to  the  hevene. 


BOOK  V. 


Faoss  I.    Dixerat,  oraOonitque 


She  hadde  sejrd,  and  tomed  the  cooxe 
of  hir  resoon  to  someothre  thinges  to  ben 
treted  and  to  ben  y-sped.  Thanne  seyde 
I,  'Certes,  right  Ail  is  thyn  amonesthige 
5  and  ftd  digne  by  aactoritee.  Bat  that 
thou  seidest  whylom,  that  the  qnestioon 
of  the  divyne  pnrriannce  ia  enlaced  with 
many  other  questioons,  I  imderstonde 
-wel  and  proeve  it  by  the  same  thing.  Bat 

10  I  ajce  yif  that  thou  wenest  that  hap  be 

any  thing  in  any  weys ;  and,  yif  thoa 

wenest  that  hap  be  anything,  what  is 

it?' 

Thanne  qaod  she,  *  I  haste  metoyilden 

15  and  assoilen  to  thee  the  dette  of  mj 
bihest,  and  to  shewen  and  opnen  the  wey, 
by  which  wey  thoa  mayst  come  ayein  to 
thy  contree.  Bat  al-be-it  so  that  the 
thingos  which  that  thoa  axest  ben  right 

JO  profitable  to  knowe,  yit  ben  th^y  diverse 
Bomwhat  fro  the  path  of  my  parpos ;  and 
it  is  to  doaten  that  thoa  ne  be  maked 
wery  by  nds-weyes,  so  that  thoa  ne  mayst 
nat  8a%co  to  mesoren  the  right  wey.' 

S5  *  Ne  doate  thee  ther-of  nothing,'  qaod  L 


'For,  for  to  knowen  thilke  thinges  to- 
gedere,  in  the  whiohe  thinges  I  delyteme 
greetly,  that  shal  ben  to  me  in  stede  of 
rests;  sin  it  is  nat  to  doaten  of  the 
thinges  folwinge,  whan  evmy  ^yde  of  thj  30 
dispataoioan  shal  han  be  stedefMt  to  me 
by  nndoatoos  feith.' 

Thanne  s^yde  she,  *That  manere  wol 
I  don  thee ';  and  Ingan  to  speken  ri^t 
thos.  *  Certes,'  qaod  she,  *  yif  any  wight  35 
diffinisshe  hap  in  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  **  hap  is  U^ydinge  y-brooght 
forth  by  foolish  moevinge  and  by  no 
knettinge  of  oanses,"  I  oonferme  that  hap 
nis  right  naoght  in  no  wyse ;  and  I  deme  40 
al-ontrely  that  hap  nis,  ne  dwelleth  bat 
a  Toioe,  at  who  teUh,  InU  an  ydel  word, 
with-oaten  any  signifioaoioan  of  thing 
sabmitted  to  that  Yois.  For  what  plaoe 
mighte  ben  left,  or  dwellinge,  to  folye  45 
and  to  disordenaanoe,  sin  that  god  ledeth 
and  oonstreineth  alls  thinges  by  ordre  ? 
For  this  sentence  is  verxay  and  sooth, 
that  **  nothing  ne  hath  Ids  beinge  of 
nanght " ;  to  the  whiohe  sentence  none  50 
of  thise  olde  folk  ne  withseyde  never; 
al-be-it  so  that  they  ne  imderstoden  ne 
meneden  it  naoght  by  god,  prince  and 
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beglniMM  of  warkinge,  but  thej  oaiten 

55  [H]  M  a  numere  foandement  of  lubject 
m*terial,  that  is  to  aeyn^  of  the  nature  of 
alle  resoon.  And  yif  that  any  thing  ii 
iroxen  or  comen  of  nooanses,  thanshalit 
■erne  that  thilke  thing  is  oomen  or  "wozen 

60  of  nanght;  bat  yif  this  ne  may  nat  ben 
don,  thanne  Is  it  nat  possible,  that  hap 
be  any  swich  thing  as  I  hare  difflnisshed 
a  litel  heer-bifom.'  'How  shal  it 
thanne  be  ?  *  qnod  L    *  Nis  ther  thanne 

65  no-thing  that  by  right  may  be  oleped 
either  **  hap  **  or  elles  "  aventnre  of  for- 
tune ** ;  or  ii  ther  anght,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  is  hid  fro  the  peple,  to  which  these 
wordes  ben  oorenable  ?  * 

JO     *Hyn  Aristotnlis,'  qnod  she,   *in  the 

book  of  his  Fhisik,  difflnissheth  this  thing 

by  short  resonn,  and  neigh  to  the  sothe.* 

*  In  which  manere? '  qnod  L 

*  As  ofke,'  qnod  she,  *  as  men  doon  any 

75  thing  for  grace  of  any  other  thing,  and 
an-other  thing  than  thilke  thing  that 
men  entenden  to  don  bitydeth  by  some 
it  is  oleped  '*hap."  Bight  as 
i  dalf  the  erthe  by  cause  of  tilyinge 

80  of  the  feeld,  and  fonnde  ther  a  gobet  of 
gold  bidolven,  thanne  wenen  folk  that  it 
is  bifkUe  by  fortnnons  bitydinge.  IBnt, 
for  sothe,  it  nls  nat  of  nanght,  for  it  hath 
his  propre  canses ;  of  whiohe  causes  the 

^5  COOTS  nnforeseyn  and  nnwar  semeth  to 
han  maked  hap.  For  yif  the  tilyere  of 
the  fUd  ne  dolve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
the  hyder  <tf  the  gold  ne  hadde  hid  the 
gold  in  thilke  place,  the  gold  ne  hadde 

90  nat  been  fonnde.  Thise  ben  thanne  the 
canses  of  the  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap, 
the  which  abregginge  of  fortnit  hap 
comth  of  canses  enconntringe  and  flow- 
inge  to-gidere  to  hem-self^  and  nat  by  the 

95  entencionn  of  the  doer.  For  neither  the 
hyder  of  the  gold  ne  the  delver  of  the 
fe^d  ne  nnderstoden  nat  that  the  gold 
sholde  han  ben  fonnde ;  bnt,  as  I  layde, 
it  bitidde  and  ran  to-gidere  that  he  dalf 
100  ther-as  that  other  hadde  hid  the  gold. 
How  may  I  thns  diffinisdie  **  hap."  Hap 
is  an  nnwar  bitydinge  of  canses  assem- 
bled in  thinges  that  ben  don  for  som 
other  thing.  Bnt  thilke  ordre,  prooedinge 


by  an  nneschnaUe  bindinge  to-gidere,  105 
which  that  desoendeth  fro  the  welle  of 
pnrviannoe  that  ordeineth  alle  thinges  in 
hir  places  and  in  hir  tymes,  maketh  that 
the  canses  rennen  and  assemblen  to- 
gidere.  110 

Umtem  L    ihcpif  AehemmU  teopuU^^ 
ubi  uena  $egueiUum» 

Tigris  and  Enfrates  resolven  and 
springen  of  00  welle,  in  the  cragges  of  the 
roche  of  the  contree  of  Achemenie,  ther-as 
the  fleinge  bataile  fiocheth  hir  dartes, 
retomed  in  the  brestes  of  hem  that  fol-  5 
wen  hem.  And  sons  after  tho  same 
riveres,  Tigris  and  Eufrates,  nnjoinen  and 
departen  hir  wateres.  And  3rif  they 
comen  to-gideres,  and  ben  assembled  and 
oleped  to-gidere  into  o  oonrs,  thanne  10 
moten  thilke  thinges  fleten  to-gidere 
which  that  the  water  of  the  enti^ 
channginge  flood  bringeth.  The  shippes 
and  the  stokkes  arraced  with  the  flood 
moten  assemblen ;  and  the  wateres  y-  15 
medled  wrappeth  or  implyeth  many  for- 
tnnel  happes  or  maneres;  the  whiohe 
wandringe  happes,  natheles,  thilke  de- 
dyninge  lownesse  of  the  erthe  and  the 
flowinge  ordre  of  the  slydinge  water  so 
govemeth.  Bight  so  Fortune,  that  semeth 
as  that  it  fleteth  with  slaked  or  nn- 
govemede  brydles,  it  suifereth  brydles, 
tJiat  is  to  seyn,  to  be  governed^  and  passeth 
by  thilke  lawe,  that  i§  to  teyn^  by  ihUke  9$ 
divyne  ordenaune$,' 


Psosx  n.    Animaduerto^  inquam, 

*  This  understonde  I  wel,'  qnod  I,  'and 
I  acorde  wel  that  it  is  right  as  thoa 
seyst.  Bnt  I  aace  yif  ther  be  any  libertee 
of  free  wil  in  this  ordre  of  canses  that 
dyven  thus  to-gidere  in  hem-self;  or  5 
elles  I  wolde  witen  yif  that  the  destinal 
choyne  oonstreineth  the  movinges  of  the 
coragesof  men?' 

*Yis,*  quod  she;  *ther  is  libertee  of 
free  wil.     Ke  ther  ne  was  nevere  no  10 
nature  of  resonn  that  it  ne  hadde  libertee 
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of  free  wil.  Fox  eveiy  thing  that  may 
natorely  nsen  resonn,  it  hath  doom,  hy 
which  it  deoemeth  and  demeth  every 

15  thing ;  thanne  knoweth  it,  by  it-self, 
thinges  that  ben  to  fleen  and  thinget 
that  ben  to  desiren.  And  thilke  thing 
that  any  wight  demeth  to  ben  desired, 
that  axeth  or  desireth  he;  and  fieeth 

ao  thilke  thing  that  he  troweth  ben  to  fleen. 
Wherfore  in  alle  thinges  that  resonn  is, 
in  hem  also  is  libertee  of  willinge  and  of 
nillinge.  Bat  I  ne  ordeyne  nat,  as  who 
seyth,  Ine  grannie  nat^  that  this  libertee 

85  be  evene-lyk  in  alle  thinges.  Porwhy  in 
the  sovereines  devynes  snbstannces,  that 
is  to  seyn^  in  spirits^  jogement  is  more 
cleer,  and  wil  nat  y-commped,  and  might 
redy  to  speden  thinges  that  ben  desired. 

30  Bnt  the  sonles  of  men  moten  nedes  be 
more  free  whan  they  Token  hem  in  the 
speonlacionn  or  lokinge  of  the  devyne 
thonght,  and  lasse  free  whan  th^  slyden 
in-to  the  bodies ;  and  yit  htfse  free  whan 

35  they  ben  gadered  to-gidere  and  compre- 
hended in  erthely  membres.  But  the 
laste  servage  is  whan  that  they  ben  yeven 
to  vyoes,  and  han  y-fsJle  frx>m  the  pos- 
sessionn  of  hir  propre  resonn.    For  after 

40  that  they  han  cast  awey  hir  eyen  fio  the 
light  of  the  sovereyn  soothfastnesse  to 
lowe  thinges  and  derke,  anon  they  derken 
hy  the  olonde  of  ignorannoe  and  ben 
troubled   by   felonons   talents;    to   the 

45  whlche  talents  whan  they  aprochen  and 
asenten,  they  hepen  and  encresen  the 
servage  which  they  han  joyned  to  hem- 
self ;  and  in  this  manere  they  ben  caitifs 
fro  hir   propre   libertee.      The   whiche 

50  thinges,  nathelesse,  the  lokinge  of  the 
devyne  pnrviannoe  seeth,  that  alle  thinges 
biholdeth  and  seeth  fro  eteme,  and  or- 
deineth  hem  everioh  in  hir  merites  as 
th^  ben  predestinat :  and  it  is  sepd  in 

SS  Greek,  that  *'alle  thinges  he  seeth  and 
alle  thinges  he  hereth.^ 

MxtaiK  n.    Puro  elarum  lumim  PhOmm, 

Homer  with  tiie  hony  month,  tTtai  is  to 
seyn,  Homer  vfUh  the  noeU  dUees,  singeth, 
that  the  sonne  is  cleer  by  pore  light; 


natheles  yit  ne  may  it  nat,  by  the  inflrme 
light  of  his  hemes,  l»reken  or  peroen  the  $ 
inwarde  entrailes  of  the  erthe,  or  ellea  of 
the  see.    So  ne  seeth  nat  god^  maker  of 
the  grete  world  :  to  him,  that  loketh  alle 
thinges  from  an  heigh,  ne  withstondeth 
nat  no  thinges  hy  hevinesse  of  erthe ;  ne  to 
the  night  ne  withstondeth  nat  to  him  by 
the  blake  dondes.    ThUke  god  seeth,  in 
00  strok  of  thonght,  alle  thinges  that  ben, 
or  weren,  or  sholle  oomen;  and  {hUke 
godf  for  he  loketh  and  seeth  alle  thinges  15 
alone,  thou  mayst  aeiyn  that  he  is  the 
verray  sonne.' 


Pbos*  m.    Turn  ego,  en,  inquamt 

Thanne  i^yde  I,  *  now  am  I  oonfonnded 
by  a  more  hard  donte  than  I  was.' 

*  What  donte  is  that?'  qnodshe.  *For 
oertes,  I  ooi^jeote  now  by  whiche  thingee 
thon  art  troubled.'  5 

'  It  semeth,'  qnod  I, '  to  repngnen  and 
to  oontrarien  greetly,  that  god  knoweth 
bifom  alle  thinges,  and  that  ther  ia  any 
freedom  of  libertee.  For  yif  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thinges  bifom,  ne  god  ne  10 
may  nat  ben  desseived  in  no  manere, 
thtti  mot  it  nedes  been,  that  alle  thingee 
bityden  the  whiche  that  the  pnrviaanoe 
of  god  hath  seyn  bifom  to  oomen.  For 
which,  yif  that  god  knoweth  bifom  nat  15 
only  the  werkes  of  men,  but  also  hir 
oonseiles  and  hir  willes,  thanne  ne  shal 
ther  be  no  Ubertee  of  arbitre ;  ne,  oertes, 
ther  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
wil,  bnt  thilke  which  that  the  divyne  ao 
porviannoe,  that  mi^  nat  ben  desseived, 
hath  feled  bifom.  For  yif  tiiat  they 
mighten  wiythen  awey  in  othre  manere 
than  they  ben  purveyed,  than  sholde  ther 
be  no  8tede£E»t  prescience  of  thing  to  25 
oomen,  but  rather  an  unoertein  opinioun ; 
the  whiche  thing  to  trowen  of  god,  I  deme 
it  fiBlonye  and  unleveftil.  Ne  I  ne  proeve 
nat  thilke  same  resoun,  as  who  ssyth^  I  n$ 
alowe  fiat,  or  I  ne  pregse  tKrt,  thilke  same  30 
resoun,  by  whioh  that  som  men  wenen 
that  they  mowen  assoilen  and  unknitten 
the  knotte  of  this  questioun.  For,  oertes. 
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they  myn  thai  thing  nit  nat  to  ooin«n 

S5  ior  that  the  porviaimot  of  god  hath  leyn 
it  bifom  that  is  to  oox&en,  but  rathor  the 
wBLtanrytmidiluUUikUi  that,  for  that 
the  thing  is  to  oomen,  therfore  ne  may  it 
nat  ben  hid  fro  the  pmryiamnoe  of  god ; 

40  and  in  this  maaere  this  neoessitee  djdeth 
ajein  in-to  the  eontxaisre  partjo :  ne  it 
ne  luhoveth  nat,  nodes,  that  thinges  bi- 
tyden  that  ben  Tpwrry^d^  but  it  bihoreth, 
nodes,  that  thinges  that  ben  to  oomen 

45  ben  j-porv«i7ed  t  but  ss  it  were  y-traTailed, 
at  who  Sflytik,  Oat  ihOke  atmoert  proeedtth 
right  m  t^ojgh  mm  travaiUdmt^  or  ^o&ren 
Ufy  to  SNgiMTSii,  the  whiohe  thing  is  oanse 
of  the  whiohe  thing  a    ss,  whether  the 

5D  ittoseieaoe  is  oanss  of  the  neoosritoo  of 
thinges  to  oomen,  or  elles  that  the 
Boeessitee  of  tiiinges  to  oomen  is  oaose 
of  the  pnrviaonoe.  Bnt  I  ne  enforce  me 
nat  now  to  ihewen  it,  that  the  bitydinge 

55  of  thinges  y-wist  bifom  is  neoesnrie,  how 
so  or  in  what  manere  that  the  <Hdre  of 
esnses  haih  it-self;  al4hogh  that  it  ne 
seme  nat  that  the  presoienoe  bringe  in 
neoessitee  of  biiydinge  to  thinges  to 

60  oomen.  For  oertes,  yif  that  any  wight 
sitteth,  it  bihoveth  by  neoessitee  that  the 
oprnionn  be  sooth  of  him  that  oonjeoteth 
that  he  sitteth ;  and  ayeinward  also  is  it 
of  the  oontraxye :  yif  the  opinioon  be 

65  sooth  of  any  wight  for  that  he  sitteth, 
it  bihoveth  by  neoesdtee  that  he  sitte. 
Hianne  is  heer  neoessitee  in  tlmt  oon 
and  in  that  other :  for  in  that  oon  is 
TieoMsitoo  of  sittinge,  and,  oertes,  in  that 

70  other  is  neoessitee  of  sooth.  Bnt  therfore 
ne  sitteth  nat  a  wight,  for  that  the 
opinionn  of  the  sittinge  is  sooth ;  bat  the 
oplnionn  is  rather  sooth,  for  that  a  wight 
sitteth  bilbxn.    And  thus,  al-thogh  that 

75  the  oanse  of  the  sooth  oometh  of  that 
other  syde  (0$  who  mifth^  ikat  al4hofh  the 
ctmm  €(/§ooth  comth  cf  the  dtHng^  and  nat 
€tf  ihA  trtwt  opMotm),  slgates  yit  hs  ther 
oosmma  neoessitee  in  that  oon  and  in 

80  that  otiMK  Thns  sheweth  it,  that  I  may 
msike  ssmMaMe  skiles  of  the  pnrviannoe 
of  god  and  of  thinges  to  oomen.  For 
althogh  that,  for  that  thinges  ben  to 
oomen,  ttier-fore  ben  they  pnrveyed,  nat. 


oertes,  fbr  that  they  ben  pnrvsyed,  ther-  85 
fina  ne  Utyde  they  nat.  Yit  natheles, 
bihoveth  it  by  neoessitee,  that  either  the 
thinges  to  oomen  ben  y-porveyed  of  god, 
or  eOes  that  the  thinges  that  ben  pnr- 
▼eyed  of  god  bityden.  And  this  thing  90 
only  snfBseth  y-nongh  to  destroyen  the 
freedom  of  oore  arbitre,  tAol  U  to  saya,  cf 
owrefroewO.  But  now,  oertes,  tkmMih  U 
wfti,  how  ftrJtoHw  aoMs  and  how  np-so- 
doun  is  this  thing  that  we  seyn,  that  the  95 
bxtydinge  of  temporel  thinges  is  cause  of 
the  eteme  prescience.  Bnt  for  to  wenen 
that  god  porryeth  the  thinges  to  oomen 
for  they  ben  to  oomen,  what  other  thing 
is  it  bnt  for  to  wene  that  thilke  thinges  100 
that  bitidden  whylom  ben  caoses  of  thilke 
sovereinparvyannoettat  tfin^f  And 
her-to  /  adds  yU  thit  tking :  that,  right 
as  whan  that  I  wot  that  a  thing  is,  it 
bihoveth  by  neoessitee  that  thilke  solve  105 
thing  be ;  and  eek,  whan  I  have  knowe 
that  any  thing  shal  bityden,  so  byhoveth 
it  by  neoessitee  that  thilke  thing  bityde  1 
>-so  f olweth  it  thanne,  that  the  bitydinge 
of  the  thing  y-wist  bifbsn  ne  may  nat  no 
ben  esohned.  And  at  the  laste,  yif  that 
any  wight  wene  a  thing  to  ben  other 
weyes  thanne  it  is,  it  is  nat  only  nn- 
scienoe,  bnt  it  is  deoetvaUe  opinionn  ftd 
diverse  and  for  fro  the  sothe  of  science.  115 
Wherfore,  yif  any  thing  be  so  to  oomen, 
that  the  bitydinge  of  hit  ne  be  nat  oer- 
tein  ne  neoesaarie,  who  may  weten  bifom 
that  thilke  thing  is  to  comen  ?  For  right 
as  science  ne  may  nat  ben  medled  with  110 
fltlsnesse  (as  who  Hyth^  that  yif  I  wot 
a  thing,  it  ne  may  nat  be  faUe  that  Ins  wot 
it),  right  so  thilke  thing  that  is  conceived 
by  science  ne  may  nat  ben  non  other 
weys  than  as  it  is  conceived.  For  that  is  125 
the  canse  why  that  science  wanteth  lesing 
(Of  who  myth,  why  that  wiUnge  ne  receiveth 
nat  leainge  of  that  it  wot);  for  it  bihoveth, 
by  neoessitee,  that  every  thing  be  right 
as  science  comprehendeth  it  to  be.  What  130 
shal  I  thanne  seyn  f  In  whiche  manere 
knoweth  god  bifom  the  thinges  to  comen, 
yiftheynebenatoerkein?  For  yif  that 
he  dome  that  th^  ben  to  oomen  nn- 
esohewaUy,  sad  so  may  be  that  it  is  135 
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poaiiUe  that  they  ne  ■holldn  nat  oomen, 
god  is  deoeivecL  But  nat  only  to  tiowen 
that  god  is  deceived,  hut  for  to  fpeke  it 
with  month,  it  is  a  felonons  sinne.    But 

140  yif  that  god  wot  that,  right  so  as  thinges 
hen  to  amen,  so  shullen  they  comen— so 
that  he  wite  egaly,  as  wTio  $eyth,  indiffer- 
ently, that  thinges  mowen  hen  doon  or 
ellesnaty-doon — ^whatis  thilke  presoienoe 

145  that  ne  oomprehendeth  no  certein  thing 
ne  stable?  Or  elles  what  difference  is 
ther  hitwize  the  presoienoe  and  thilke 
jape-worthy  diyyninge  of  Tiresie  the 
divynour,  that  eeyde :  "  Al  that  I  seye," 

150  quod  he,  "  either  it  shal  be,  or  elles  it 
ne  shal  nat  be?"  Or  elles  how  mochel 
is  worth  the  devyne  prescience  more 
than  the  opinionn  of  mankinde,  yif  so  be 
that  it  demeth  the  thinges  xmoertein,  as 

155  men  doon ;  of  the  whiohe  domes  of  men 
the  bitydinge  nis  nat  certein?  But  yif 
so  be  that  non  unoertein  thing  ne  may 
ben  in  him  that  is  right  certein  welle 
of  alle  thinges,  thanne  is  the  bitydinge 

160  certein  of  thilke  thinges  whiohe  he  hath 
wist  bifom  fermely  to  comen.  For  which 
it  folweth,  that  the  freedom  of  the  con- 
seiles  and  of  the  werkes  of  mankind  nis 
non,  sin  that  the  thoght  of  god,  that 

165  seeth  alle  thinges  without  errour  of  fnls- 
nesse,  bindeth  and  oonstreineth  hem  to 
a  bitydinge  hy  neceeeUee,  And  yif  this 
thing  be  ones  y-graunted  and  received, 
that  U  to  eeyn,  that  ther  nie  no  free  wtUe, 

170  than  aheweth  it  wel,  how  greet  destruc- 
oioun  and  how  grete  damages  ther  fblwen 
of  thinges  of  mankinde.  For  in  ydel  ben 
ther  thanne  purposed  and  bihight  medes 
to  gode  folk,  and  peynes  to  badde  folk, 

175  sin  that  no  moevinge  of  free  corage 
vdxmtarie  ne  hath  nat  deserved  hem, 
that  is  to  eeyn,  neither  rnede  nepeyne;  and 
it  sholde  seme  thanne,  that  thilke  thing 
is  alderworst,  which  that  is  now  domed 

180  for  aldermost  just  and  most  rightfrd,  that 
if  to  eeyn,  that  shrewes  ben  punisshed,  or 
elles  that  gode  folk  ben y-gerdoned:  the 
whiohe  folk,  sin  that  hir  propre  wil  ne 
sent  hem  nat  to  that  oon  ne  to  that 

185  other,  that  i$  to  eeyn,  neither  to  gode  ne 
to  harm^  bat  oonstreineth  hem  cortein 


neoessitee  of  thinges  to  comen ;  thanne 
ne  shollen  ther  nevere  ben,  ne  nevere 
weren,  vyoe  ne  vertu,  but  it  sholde  rather 
ben  conftudonn  of  alle  desertes  medled  190 
with-outen  diserecionn.  And  yit  ther  JU* 
ioeth  an-other  ineonvenient,  fthan  whiche 
ther  ne  may  ben  thoght  no  more  felonons 
ne  more  wikke ;  and  that  is  this:  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thinges  is  y-led  and  comth  195 
of  the  purviaunce  of  god,  ne  that  no-thing 
nis  leveM  to  the  conseiles  of  mankinde 
{at  ioho  eeyth,  that  mten  han  no  power  to 
doon  nothing,  ne  wUne  no4hing\  than  fol- 
weth it,  that  oure  vyces  ben  referred  to  mo 
the  maker  of  alle  good  (as  who  eeyth,  than 
foltoeth  it,  that  god  oughte  hoM  the  blame  of 
oure  vycee,  ein  he  eonttreineth  ta  by  neeee- 
eitee  to  doon  vycet),    Thanne  is  ther  no 
resoun  to  hopen  in  god,  ne  for  to  preyen  ao5 
to  god ;  for  what  sholde  any  wight  hopen 
to  god,  or  why  sholde  he  preyen  to  god, 
sin  that  the  ordenaunoe  of  destinee,  which 
that  ne  may  nat  ben  indyned,  knitteth 
and  streineth  alle  thinges  that  men  may  910 
desiren?    Thanne  sholde  ther  be  doon 
awey  thilke  only  allyaunce  bitwixen  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and  to 
preyen.   But  by  the  prys  of  rightwisnesM 
and  of  verray  mekenesse  we  deserven  the  315 
gerdoun  of  the  divyne  graoe,  which  that 
is  inestimable,  that  ie  to  eeyn,  that  it  ieeo 
greet,  that  it  ne  may  nat  ben  ^d  y-preyeed. 
And  this  is  only  the  manere,  that  ie  to 
eeyn,   hope    and  preyeree,  for  which   it  920 
semeth  that  men  mowen  speke  with  god, 
and  by  resoun  of  supplicacionn  be  con- 
joined to  thilke  cleemease,  that  nis  nat 
aproched  no  rather  or  that  men  beseken 
it  and  impetren  it.    And  3^  men  wene  29$ 
nat  that  hope  ne  preyeres  ne  han  no 
strengthes,  by  the  neoessitee  of  thinges 
to  comen  y-reoeived,  what  thing  is  ther 
thanne  hy  whiche  we  mowen  ben  con- 
joined  and   clyven   to   thilke  soverein  230 
prince  of  thinges  ?  For  which  it  bihoveth, 
by  neoessitee,  that  the  linage  of  man- 
kinde, as  thou  songe  a  litel  her-bifom, 
be  departed  and  nx^oined  from  his  welle, 
and  fallen  of  ^  bigimtinge,  that  ie  to  235 
eeyn,  god^ 
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MsTBxin.   i^uenam  di$cor$  federa  rerum, 

WbMit  difloordable  oaoM  liAth  to-xent 
•ad  unjoined  the  hfaidiiige,  arthi  aWctiiwcg, 
of  thinges,  that  U  to  Myn,  the  eot^ncdotin 
€^  god  amd  man?  Wluohe  god  hath 
5  P«t4fch1iiiihed  wo  greet  bfttaUe  bitwixen 
thise  ttvo  ■oothflMt  or  Texray  thingee, 
that  it  to  Myn,  hUwixen  the  purviatmce  (JT 
god  amd  fru  toO,  that  they  ben  mngnlftr 
and  dev3rded,  ne  that  they  ne  "wolen  nat 

10  be  medeled  ne  coapled  to-gidere  ?  Bat 
ther  nis  no  diaoord  to  the  yvxn^  thinges, 
bat  they  dyven,  certein,  alwey  to  hem- 
sel£  Batthethoaghtof  man^oonfoonded 
and  overthrowen  by  the  dirke  membrea 

15  of  the  body,  ne  laa^  nat,  by  f^r  of  hia 
derked  looking,  ikaX  it  to  aeyn,  by  tht 
vigour  of  hit  intighte,  whyl  tht  totOt  it  in 
the  body^  knowe  the  thinne  aabtil  knitt- 
ingeaofthingee.  Batwhexforeenchaafeth 

to  it  ao,  by  ao  greet  love,  to  finden  thilke 
notea  of  aooth  y-oovered ;  that  it  to  ttyn, 
foherjbrt  tm:hauj^th  tht  thoght  of  man  &y 
to  greet  detyr  to  known  thilke  noti/kadont 
that  ben  y-hid  under  the  eovertouret  of 

as  tooth  f  Wot  it  aoght  thilke  thing  that  it, 
angoiawna,  deaireth  to  knowe  ?  At  u)ho 
ttith,  nay;  fin-  no  man  travaUeth  for  to 
wUtn  thinget  that  he  woL  And  therfort 
thetexUttiththut:  bat  who  travaileth  to 

30  witenthingeay-knowe?  And  yif  that  he 
ne  knoweth  hem  nat,  what  aeketh  thilke 
blinde  thoght?  What  ia  he  that  deaireth 
any  thing  of  which  he  wot  right  naught? 
At  who  teUhy  who  to  detirtth  any  thing^ 

35  nedety  tomuhat  he  knoweth  of  it ;  or  eUet, 
he  ne  eoude  nat  detire  it.  Or  who  may 
folwen  thingea  that  ne  ben  nat  y-wiat? 
And  thogh  that  he  teke  tho  tMnget,  wher 
ahalhefindehem?   What  wight,  that  ia 

40  al  onoonninge  and  ignoraant,  may 
knowen  the  forme  that  ia  y-foande  ?  But 
whan  the  aoale  biholdeth  and  aeeth  the 
heye  thoght,  that  it  to  teyn,  god,  than 
knoweth  it  to-gidere  the  aomme  and  the 

45  aingolariteea,  that  it  to  ttyn,  the  prindpUt 
and  tvtrich  by  him-ttlf.  Bat  now,  whyl 
the  aoole  ia  hid  in  the  doade  and  in  the 
rtnrkencaie  of  the  membrea  of  the  body, 
it  ne  hath  nat  al  for-yeten  it-aelf,  bat 


it  with-holdeth  the  aomme  of  thingea,  50 
and  leaeth  the  aingolariteea.     Thanne, 
who-ao  that  aeeketh  aooihneaae,  he  nia  in 
neither  nother  habite ;  for  he  noot  nat  al, 
ne  he  ne  hath  nat  al  foryeten :  bat  yit 
him  remembreth  the  aomme  of  thingea  55 
that  he  with-holdeth,  and  azeth  oonaeil, 
and  retreteth  deepliohe  thingea  y-aeyn 
bifom,  that  it  to  ttyn^  the  grete  tommt  in 
hit  minde :  ao  that  he  mowe  adden  the 
partiea  that  he  hath  for-yeten  to  thilke  60 
that  he  hath  with-holden.' 

PBoaxiy.  Tumilla:  Vetutyinquittheceit, 

Thanne  aeide  ahe :  *  thia  ia,*  qaod  ahe, 
*  the  olde  qaeation  of  the  porviaonce  of 
god ;  and  lC»rcaa  ToUioa,  whan  he  de- 
vyded  the  dlTynaoioana,  that  it  to  teyn,  in 
hit  book  that  he  wroot  of  divynadount,  he  5 
moerede  greUy  thia  qaeatioan ;  and  thoa 
thy-aelf  haa  y-aooght  it  moohel,  and 
oatrely,  and  longe;  bat  yit  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben  determined  ne  y-aped  fermely 
and  diligently  of  any  of  yow.  And  the  lu 
caoae  of  thia  derkeneaae  and  of  thia  diffi- 
caltee  ia,  for  that  the  moevinge  of  the 
reaoon  of  mankinde  ne  may  nat  moeven 
to  {that  it  to  ttyn^  applyen  orjoinen  to)  the 
aimplioitee  of  the  devyne  preaoience ;  the  15 
whiche  timpUdtee  of  the  devyne  pretdenctj 
yif  that  men  mighten  thinken  it  in  any 
maner,  that  it  toteyn^  that  yif  men  mighten 
thinken  and  comprehenden  the  thinget  at 
god  teeth  hem,  thanne  ne  aholde  ther  ao 
dwellen  oatrely  no  doate:  the  whiche 
refotm  and  ooaiM  c/d<^yicuZ(aa  I  ahalaasaye 
at  the  laate  to  ahewe  and  to  apeden, 
whan  I  have  flrat  y-apended  and  anawered 
to  tho  reaoana  by  which  thoa  art  y-  25 
moeved.  For  I  axe  why  thoa  weneet  that 
thilke  reaoana  of  hem  that  aaaoilen  thia 
qaeatioan  ne  ben  nat  apeedM  y-noogh 
ne  aofficient:  the  whiche  toludoun,  or 
the  whiche  retoun,  for  that  it  demeth  that  30 
the  preacienoe  nia  nat  caoae  of  neceaaitee 
to  thingea  to  oomen,  than  ne  weneth  it 
nat  that  freedom  of  wil  be  deetorbed  or 
y-let  by  preacienoe.  For  ne  draweatow 
nat  argamenta  £rom  eUea-where  of  the  $5 
neceaaitee  of  thingea  to-comen  {at  who 
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aeith^  any  other  wey  than  thu$)  bat  thai 
thilke  thingeB  that  the  presdenoe  wot 
bifom  ne  mowen  nat  unbityde?    That  U 

40  to  teyn,  thai  they  moten  bityde.  But 
thanne,  yif  that  prescience  ne  putieth 
no  necessitee  to  thlnges  to  comen,  as 
thon  thy-self  hast  confessed  it  and  bi- 
knowen  a  litel  her-bifom,  what  canse  or 

45  what  is  it  (m  who  eeUh^  tJier  may  no  cauee 
he)  bj  which  that  the  endes  vdnntarie  of 
thinges  mighten  be  oonstreined  to  certein 
bitydinge  ?  For  hy  grace  of  positionn,  so 
that  thou  mowe  the  betere  nnderstonde 

50  this  that  folweth,  I  pose,  per  imposiibile^ 
that  ther  be  no  prescience.  Thanne  axe 
I,*  quod  she,  *  in  as  mochel  as  apertieneth 
to  that,  sholden  thanne  thinges  that 
oomen  of  free  wil  ben  oonstreined  to  bi^ 

55  tyden  by  necessitee?'  Boece,  'Nay,* 
quod  L 

*  Thanne  ayeinward,*  quod  she,  *  I  sup- 
pose that  ther  be  prescience,  bnt  that  it 
ne   putteth   no   necessitee  to   thinges ; 

60  thanne  trowe  I,  that  thilke  solve  freedom 
of  wil  shal  dweUen  al  hool  and  absolitt 
and  nnbonnden.  Bnt  thou  wolt  seyn 
that,  al-be-it  so  that  prescience  nis  nat 
canse  of  the  necessitee  of  bitydinge  to 

65  thinges  to  comen,  algates  yit  it  is  a  signe 
that  the  thinges  ben  to  bityden  by 
necessitee.  By  this  manere  thanne,  al- 
thogh  the  prescience  ne  hadde  never 
y-ben,  yit  dlgate  or  at  the  leeate  toeye  it 

70  is  certein  thing,  that  the  endes  and 
bitydinges  of  thinges  to  comen  sholden 
ben  necessarie.  For  every  signe  sheweth 
and  signifyeth  only  what  the  thing  is, 
bnt  it  ne  maketh  nat  the  thing  that  it 

7S  signifyeth.  For  which  it  bihoveth  first 
to  shewen,  that  no-thing  ne  bitydeth 
that  it  ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee,  so  that 
it  may  appere  that  the  prescience  is  signe 
of  this  necessitee ;  or  elles,  yif  ther  nere 

80  no  necessitoe,  certes,  thilke  prescience 
ne  mighte  nat  be  signe  of  thing  that  nis 
nat.  Bnt  certes,  it  is  now  certein  that 
the  proeve  of  this,  y-snstened  bystidefast 
resonn,  ne  shal  nat  ben  lad  ne  proeved 

85  by  signes  ne  by  argoments  y-taken  fro 
with-onte,  bat  by  eaoses  covenable  and 
necessarie.     Bat  thou  may&t  ieyn,  how 


may  it  be  that  the  thinges  ne  bityden 
nat  that  ben  y-pnrveyed  to  comen?  Bnt, 
certes,   right  as  we  trowen   that  tho  90 
thinges  which  thai  the  parviance  wot 
bifom  to  oomen  ne  ben  nat  to  bilTden ; 
bnt  that  ne  sholden  we  nat  demon ;  bat 
rather,  al-thogh  that  they  shal  bityden, 
yit  ne  have  they  no  necessitee  of  hir  95 
kinde  to  bityden.     And  this  maystow 
lightly  aperceiven  by  this  that  I  shal 
seyn.    For  we  seen  many  thinges  whan 
they  ben  don  bifom  onre  ^en,  ri^t  as 
men  seen  the   cartere  worken   in  the  100 
tominge  or  atempringe  or  adressinge  of 
hise  cartes  or  oharietes.    And  by  this 
manere  (as  who  aetthy  Tnayttowunderslonde) 
of  alle  othere  worJcTnen,    Jb  ther  thanne 
any   necessitee,   a$  who  eeith,  in  oure  105 
lokingey  that  constreineth  or  oompelleth 
any  of  thilke  thinges  to  ben  don  so?' 
Boece.    *  Nay,*  qnod  I ;  *  for  in  ydel  and 
in  v^yn  were  al  the  effect  of  craft,  yif 
that  alle  thinges  weren  moeved  by  con-  no 
streininge  ;*  that  i$  to  seyn,  by  eonttreininge 
of  oure  eyen  or  ofowre  eight 

*  The  thinges  thanne,'  qaod  she,  *  that^ 
whan  men  doon  hem,  ne  ban  no  neces- 
sitee that  men  doon  hem,  eek  tho  same  115 
thinges,  first  or  they  ben  doon,  th^y  ben 
to  comen  with-oate  necessitee.  Fop>why 
ther  ben  somme  thinges  to  bityden,  of 
which  the  endes  and  the  bitydinges  of 
hem  ben  absolnt  and  qnit  of  alle  neces-  120 
sitee.  For  certes,  I  ne  trowe  nat  that 
any  man  wdde  seyn  this:  that  tho 
thinges  that  men  doon  now,  that  they 
ne  weren  to  bityden  first  or  they  weren 
y-doon ;  and  thilke  same  thinges,  al-  125 
thogh  that  men  had  y-wist  hem  bifom, 
yit  they  ban  tree  bitydinges.  For  right 
as  science  of  thinges  present  ne  bringeth 
in  no  necessitee  to  thinges  that  men 
doon,  right  so  the  prescience  of  thinges  130 
to  comen  ne  bringeth  in  no  neoenitee  to 
thinges  to  bityden.  Bat  thoa  mayst  seyn, 
that  of  thilke  same  it  is  y-dooted,  as 
whether  that  of  thilke  thinges  that  ne 
ban  nonisRies  and  bilydinges  necessaries,  135 
yif  ther-of  may  ben  any  presdence;  for 
certes,  th^y  semen  to  diaooxden.  For 
thoa  wenest  that,  yif  that  thinges  ben 
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7-Mjm   bilbm,  thM  nooewitet   idtwetix 

140  hem )  and  yit  naoMsitM  &ileth  hdm, 
they  ne  mighten  nat  ben  wist  bifom, 
and  tliat  no-thing  ne  may  ben  compre- 
hended by  science  but  oertein ;  and  yif 
tho  thinges  thab  ne  ban  no  oertein  bi- 

145  tydingee  ben  purveyed  as  oertein,  it 
sbolde  ben  dirlmesse  of  opinionn,  nat 
sooihfBStnesse  of  soienceii  And  thon 
wenest  that  it  be  diverse  firo  the  hooU 
nesse  of  science  that  any  man  sholde 

150  deme  a  thing  to  ben  other-weys  thanne 
it  is  it-eell  And  the  cause  of  this  erronre 
is,  that  of  alia  the  thinges  that  every 
-wight  hath  y-knowe,  they  wenen  that 
tho  thinges  been  y-knowe  al-oonly  hj  the 

155  strengthe  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
thinges  that  ben  y-wist  or  y-knowe ;  and 
it  is  al  the  contrarie.  For  al  that  ever 
is  y-knowe»  it  is  rather  comprehended 
and  knowen,  nat  after  his  strengthe  and 

160  his  nature,  but  after  the  fAcultee,  that 
U  to  seyn,  thepowm-  and  the  nature^  of  hem 
that  knowen.  And,  for  that  this  thing 
shal  mowen  shewen  hj  ashort  ensaumple : 
the  same  roondnesse  of  a  body,  other- 

165  weys  the  aighte  of  the  eye  knoweth  it, 
and  other-weyes  the  touohinge.  The 
lokinge,  hy  castinge  of  his  hemes,  waiteth 
and  seeth  firom  afer  al  the  body  to-gidere, 
with-oute  moevinge  of  it-self;   but  the 

170  touchinge  dyveth  and  conjoineth  to  the 
roimde  body,  and  moeveth  aboute  the 
environinge,  and  oomprehendeth  by 
parties  the  xonndnesse.  And  the  man 
himrself^  other-weTS  wit  biholdeth  him, 

175  and  other-weys  imaginacioun,  and  other- 
•weyn  resoun,  and  other-weys  intelligence. 
For  the  wit  oomprehendeth  withoute- 
ibrth  the  figure  of  the  body  of  the  man 
that  is  establissed  in  the  matere  subject; 

x8o  but  the  iw>ag^Tia^ifmn  comprchendeth 
only  the  figure  withoute  ihe  matere. 
Besoun  sormonnteth  imaginacioun,  and 
c<»nprelMndeth  by  universal  lokinge  the 
oomune  space   that  is  in  the  singuler 

tSs  peoes.  But  the  eye  of  intelligence  is 
hesrere ;  for  it  suzmounteth  the  environ- 
inge  of  the  universitee,  and  looketh,  over 
that,  by  pure  subtilitee  of  thoght,  thilke 
same  simple  focme  of  man  thai  i$  per- 


dttrably  in  the  divyw  thoght  In  whiohe  190 
this  oughte  greetly  to  ben  oonsidered, 
that  the  heyeste  strengthe  to  compre- 
henden  thinges  enbraseth  and  oontieneth 
the  lowere  strengthe;  but  the  lowere 
strengthe  ne  aryseth  nat  in  no  manere  195 
to  heyere  strengthe.  For  wit  ne  may 
no-thing  oomprehende  out  of  matere,  ne 
the  imaginacioun  ne  loketh  nat  the  uni- 
versels  speces,  ne  resoun  taketh  nat  the 
simple  forme  to  ag  UdtXligence  takefh  it ;  soo 
but  intelligence,  that  looketh  al  aboven, 
whan  it  hath  comprehended  the  forme, 
it  knoweth  and  demeth  alle  the  thinges 
that  ben  under  that  forme.  But  she 
knowilk  hem  in  thilke  manere  in  the  905 
whiche  it  oomprehendeth  thilke  same 
simple  forme  that  ne  may  never  ben 
knowen  to  none  of  that  other ;  that  is  to 
Myn,  to  none  of  iho  three  forteide  thinge$ 
of  the  eowle.  For  it  knoweth  the  univer-  sio 
^tee  of  resoun,  and  the  figure  of  the 
imaginacioun,  and  the  sensible  material 
conceived  by  wit;  ne  it  ne  useth  nat  nor 
of  resoun  ne  of  imaginacioun  ne  of  wit 
withoute-forth ;  but  it  biholdeth  alle  21$ 
thinges,  so  as  I  shal  seye,  by  a  strok  of 
thought  fbrmely,  toithouie  discours  or  col- 
lacioxin.  Oertes  resoun,  whan  it  looketh 
any-thing  universel,  it  ne  useth  nat  of 
imaginacioun,  nor  of  witte,  and  algates  290 
yit  it  oomprehendeth  the  thinges  imagin- 
able and  sensible ;  for  resoun  is  she  that 
difflnisseth  the  universel  of  hir  conseyte 
right  thus : — man  is  a  resonable  two- 
foted  beest.  And  how  so  that  this  225 
knowinge  is  universel,  yet  nis  ther  no 
wight  that  ne  woot  wel  that  a  man  is 
a  thing  imaginable  and  sensible;  and 
this  same  considereth  wel  resoun;  but 
that  nis  nat  by  imaginacioun  nor  by  wit,  350 
but  it  looketh  it  by  a  resonable  concei>- 
cioun.  Also  imaginacioun,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  taketh  of  wit  the  beginninges  to  seen 
and  to  formen  the  figures,  algates,  al- 
thogh  that  wit  ne  were  nat  present,  yit  235 
it  environeth  and  oomprehendeth  alle 
thinges  sensible ;  nat  by  resoun  sensible 
of  deminge,  but  by  resoun  imaginatif. 
Seestow  nat  thanne  that  alle  the  thinges, 
in  knowinge,  usen  more  of  hir  fincultee  ^40 
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or  of  hir  power  than  they  doon  of  the 
faeuMM  or  power  of  thinges  that  ben  y- 
Icnowe  ?  Ne  that  nis  nat  wrong ;  for  so 
as  every  jngement  is  the  dede  or  doinge 
345  of  him  that  demeth,  it  bihoTeth  that 
every  wight  performe  the  werk  and  his 
entraioionn,  nat  of  foreine  power,  bat  of 
his  propre  power. 


ICsTsx  IT.    Quondam  porUcua  attuUt, 

The  Porohe,  that  U  to  Myn,  a  gate  of 
t?ie  town  of  AUkenee  ther-aa  phUoiophrea 
hodden  Mr  eongregadoun  to  desputen, 
thilke  Porche  bronghte  som-tyme  olde 

5  men,  fill  derke  in  hir  sentences,  that 
ii  to  eeyn,  phUoeophres  that  highten 
Stoieient^  that  wenden  that  images  and 
sensibilitees,  that  U  to  eeyn,  eenaSble  imagin- 
aciouna^  or  eUea  imaginadouna  of  aensihle 

10  ihingea^  weren  empreinted  in-to  sowles 
fro  bodies  withonte-forth ;  aa  who  aeith^ 
that  ihOke  Stoiciena  wenden  that  the  aowie 
hadde  ben  naked  of  it-aeJf  aa  a  nUrour  or 
a  dene  parchenUn^  ao   that  atte  flgurea 

15  moatenflrat  comenfro  thingeafro  wUhoute' 
forth  in-to  aowUay  and  hen  emprdnted  in-to 
aowiea :  Text :  right  as  we  ben  wont  som- 
tyme,  by  a  swifte  pointel,  to  ficchen 
lettres  empreinted  in  the  smothenesse  or 

30  in  the  pleinnesse  of  the  table  of  wex  or 
in  parehemin  that  ne  hath  no  Agaxe  ne 
note  in  it.  Glose.  But  now  argueth 
Boeee  ayeina  that  opinioun,  and  aeith  thua : 
Bnt  yif  the   thryvinge   sowle   ne   on- 

25  pleyteth  no-thing,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  ne  doth 
no-ihing^  by  his  propre  moevinges,  bnt 
soffireth  and  lyth  snbgit  to  tho  flgnres 
and  to  tho  notes  of  bodies  withonte-forth, 
and  yildeth  images  ydel  and  veyn  in  the 

30  manere  of  a  miroor,  whennes  thrsnreth 
thanne  or  whennes  comth  thilke  know- 
inge  in  onr  sowle,  that  discemeth  and 
biholdeth  aUe  thinges  ?  And  vribennes  is 
thilke  strengthe  that  biholdeth  the  singn- 

35  ler  thinges ;  or  whennes  is  the  strengthe 
that  devydeth  thinges  y-knowe;  and 
thilke  strengthe  that  gadereth  to-gidere 
the  thinges  devyded ;  and  the  strengthe 
that  oheseth   his   entreohaonged  wey? 


For  som-tyme  it  heveth  np  the  heved,  40 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  that  it  heveth  up  the  enten- 
doun  to  right  heye  thingea ;  and  som-tyme 
it  desoendeth  in-to  right  lowe  thinges. 
And  whan  it  retometh  in-to  him-self, 
it  reproeveth  and  destroyeth  the  fUse  45 
thinges  by  the  trewe  thinges.    Certes, 
this  strengthe  is  cause  more  efficient, 
and  mochel  more  mighty  to  aeen  and  to 
Icnowe  thingea^  than   thilke   cause  that 
snfiEreth  and  reoeiveth  the  notes  and  the  SP 
figures  impressed  in  maner  of  matere. 
Algates  the  passionn,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  the 
at^ffhiunce  or  the  wit^  in  the  qnike  body, 
goth  bifom,  exoitinge  and  moevinge  the 
strengthes  of  the  thought.    Bight  so  as  55 
whan  that  oleemesse  smyteth  the  eyen 
and  moeveth  hem  to  aeen^  or  right  so  as 
▼ois  or  soun  hurteleth  to  the  eres  and 
ammoeveth  Jiem  to  herkne^  than  is  the 
strengthe  of  the  thought  y-moeved  and  60 
excited,  and  depeth  forth,  to  semblable 
moevinges,  the  speces  that  it  halt  with- 
inne  it-self;  and  addeth  tho  speces  to 
the  notes  and  to  the  thinges  withonte- 
forth,  and  medleth  the  images  of  thinges  ^ 
withoute-forth   to  tho  formes   y-hidde 
with-inne  him-sel£ 


Pbosb  Y.   Quod  ai  in  eorporibua  aenUendia. 

But  what  yif  that  in  bodies  to  ben 
feled,  that  ia  to  aeyn^  in  the  tdkinge  ef 
knowdediinge  cf  bodily  thingea^  and  al-be- 
it  so  that  the  qualitees  of  bodies,  that 
ben  objeote  fro  withoute-forth,  moeven  5 
and  entalenten  the  instruments  of  the 
wittes ;  and  al-be-it  so  that  the  passioun 
of  the  body,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  the  wit  or  the 
at^ff^unce^  goth  to-fom  the  strengthe  of 
the  workinge  corage,  the  which  passioun  10 
or  suffiraunce  depeth  forth  the  dede  of 
the  thoght  in  him-self,  and  moeveth  and 
exciteth  in  this  mene  whyle  the  formes 
that  resten  withinne-forth ;  and  yif  that, 
in  sensible  bodies,  as  I  have  seyd,  our  15 
corage  nis  nat  y-tanght  or  empreinted 
by  passioun  to  knowe  thiae  thingea,  but 
demeth  and  knoweth,  of  his  owne 
strengtliei    the  passioun   or  sufiEraunce 
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JO  fnkjeet  to  the  body :  moohe  more  tlutnne 
tlio  thlAges  tliat  ben  abaolut  and  quite 
firo  alle  talente  or  affeooioons  of  bodiee, 
at  god  or  hit  crnngeUt^  ne  folwen  nat  in 
dieoeminge  thingee  object  fro  vitlioiite- 

35  forth,  bat  they  accompliflBhen  and  tpeden 
the  dede  of  hir  thi^ht.  ^  this  xeeoon 
tJianne  ther  oomen  many  maner  Imow- 
inges  to  dyrene  and  differinge  sob- 
Btagnoee.    For  the  wit  of  the  body,  the 

30  whiohe  wit  is  naked  and  despoiled  of 
alle  other  knowinges,  thillce  wit  oomth 
to  beestes  that  ne  mowen  nat  mooTen 
hem-self  her  and  ther,  as  oyttr§$  amd 
nmtcttlet,  and  oth$r  twiche  sheUe-flsh  of 

35  the  see,  that  olyven  and  ben  norisshed 
to  xoches*  Bat  the  imaginacionn  oomth 
to  remuaUe  beestes,  that  semen  to  han 
talent  to  fleen  or  to  desiren  any  thing. 
But  resoon  is  alronly  to  the  linage  of 

40  mankinde,  right  as  intelligence  is  only 
[to]  the  deyyne  nature :  of  which  it  f<d« 
weth,  that  thilke  knowinge  is  more  worth 
than  thise  othre,  sin  it  knoweth  hy  his 
prqpre  nature  nat  only  his  subject,  at 

45  who  tetth,  U  n»  knoweth  nat  al-only  that 
apertitneth  properly  to  hit  Jawoinge^  but 
it  knoweth  the  sulgects  of  alle  other 
knowinges.  But  how  shal  it  thanne  be, 
yif  that  wit  and  imsginarionn  stryren 

50  ayein  resoniage,  and  seyn,  that  of  thilke 
uniTersel  thing  that  resoun  weneth  to 
seen,  tha;t  it  nis  right  naught?  F&r  udt 
an4  imaginadoim  teyn  thait  that,  that  is 
sensible  or  imnginahle,  it  ne  may  nat  be 

55  universe!.  Thanne  is  either  the  juge- 
ment  of  resoun  sooth,  ne  that  ther  nis 
nothing  sensible ;  or  eUes,  for  tiiat  resoun 
wot  wel  that  many  thinges  ben  subject 
tp  wit  and  to  imaginaflionTi,  thanne  is 

60  the  conoepoioun  of  resoun  veyn  and  &]se, 
which  that  loketh  and  comprthendeth 
that  that  is  sensible  and  singuler  as 
universel.  And  yif  that  resoun  wolde 
aasweren  ayein  to  thise  two,  that  it  to 

^steyny  to  witU  and  to  imaginaciotm,  and 
soyn,  that  soothly  she  hir-self;  that  it  to 
seyn,  retouny  loketh  and  oomprehendeth, 
by  resovin  <^  universaUtee,  bothe  that 
that  is  sensible  and  that  that  is  imagin- 

70  able  j  and  that  thilke  twoi  that  it  toteyn, 

H 


wit  and  imaginadouny  ne  mowen  nat 
strecchen  ne  enhansen  hem-self  to  the 
knowinge  of  universaUtee,  for  that  the 
knowinge  of  hem  ne  may  ezoeden  ne 
surmounte  the  bodily  figures :  certes,  of  75 
the  knowinge  of  thinges,  men  oughten 
rather  yeven  credence  to  the  more  stede- 
fast  and  to  the  more  parflt  jugement. 
In  this  maner  stxyvinge  thanne,  we 
that  han  strengthe  of  resoninge  and  of  80 
imagininge  and  of  wit,  that  it  to  seyn, 
hy  retoun  and  by  imaginadoun  and  by  wit^ 
we  sholde  rather  prc^yse  the  cause  of 
resoun;  at  who  teith^  than  the  caute  of 
wit  and  cf  imaginadoun,  85 

Semblable  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
of  mankinde  ne  weneth  nat  that  the 
devjrne  intelligenoe  bi-holdeth  or  know- 
eth thinges  to  comen,  but  right  as  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  knoweth  hem.    Por  90 
thou  argueet  and  seyst  thus :  that  yif 
it  ne  seme  nat  to  men  that  some  thinges 
han  certein  and  neoessarie  bitydinges, 
they  ne  mowen  nat  ben  wist  bifom  cer- 
teiiily  to  bityden.    And  thanne  nis  ther  95 
no  prescience  of  thilke  thinges ;  and  yif 
we  trowe  that   prescience   be  in  thise 
thinges,  thanne  is  ther  no-thing  that  it 
ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee.    But  certes, 
yif  we  mighten  han  the  jugement  of  the  100 
devyne  thoght,  as  we  ben  parsoneres  of 
resoun,  right  so  as  we  han  demed  that 
it  behoveth  that  imaginacioun  and  wit 
be  binethe   resoun,  right  so  wolde  we 
demen  that  it  were  rightftil  thing,  that  105 
mannes  resoun  oughte  to  submitten  it- 
self and   to   ben   binethe    the   divyne 
thoght.    for  which,  yif  that  we  mowen, 
at  who  teUhy  thaiy  yif  that  we  mowen^ 
JcotmteyUy  that  we  enhanse  us  in-to  the  no 
heighte  of  thilke  eovereyn  intelligenoe ; 
liar  ther  shal  resoun  wel  seen  that,  thai 
it  ne  may  nat  bihdden  in  it^eelf .    And 
certes  that  is  this,  in  what  maner  the 
prescience  of  god  seeth  alle  thinges  cer- 115 
teins  and  diffinisshed,  al-thogh  they  ne 
han  no  certein  issues  or  bitydinges ;  ne 
this  is  non  opinioun,  but  it  is  rather  the 
simpUoitee  of  the  sovereyn  science,  that 
nis  nat  onolosed  nor  y^het  within  none  mo 
bonndes. 
3 
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MxTBS  y.     Quam  uariU  terris  ammaUa 
permecmt /Iguris, 

The  beestes  passen  by  the  erthes  by  fal 
diTerse  ^gaxeB,  For  soxn  of  hem  han  hir 
bodies  straiight  and  crepen  in  the  dost, 
and  drawen  after  hem  a  tras  or  a  foroh 
5  y-oontinned ;  that  U  to  $eyn^  <u  nadres  or 
anake9.  And  other  beestes,  by  the  wan- 
dringe  lightnesse  of  hir  winges,  beten  the 
windes,  and  over-swimmen  the  spaces  of 
the  longe  eyr  by  moist  fleeinge.  And  other 

to  beestes  gladen  hem-self  to  diggen  hir  tras 
or  hir  steppes  in  the  erthe  with  hir  goings 
or  with  hir  feet,  and  to  goon  either  by 
the  grene  feldes,  or  elles  to  walken  nnder 
the  wodes.    And  al-be-it  so  that  thou 

15  seest  that  they  alle  disoorden  by  diverse 
formes,  algates  hir  £ftces,  endined,  hevieth 
hir  dnlle  wittes.  Only  the  linage  of  man 
heveth  heyeste  his  heye  heved,  and 
stondeth  light  with  his  up-right  body, 

30  and  biholdeth  the  erthes  under  him. 
Andf  but-yif  thou,  erthely  man,  wexest 
3nrel  out  of  thy  wit,  this  figure  amoneeteth 
thee,  that  azest  the  hevene  with  thy 
righte  visage,  and  hast  arejrsed  thy  fore- 

25  heved,  to  beren  up  a-heigh  thy  oorage ; 
80  that  thy  thoght  ne  be  nat  y-hevied  ne 
put  lowe  under  fote,  sin  that  thy  body  is 
so  h^ye  areysed. 

F&osB  VX    QuotUam  igitur^  uU  pauUo 
ante* 

Therfor  thanne,  as  I  have  shewed  a 
litel  her^bifom,  that  al  thing  that  is 
y-wist  nis  nat  knowen  by  his  nature 
propre,  but  by  the  nature  of  hem  that 
5  comprehenden  it,  lat  us  loke  now,  in  as 
mochel  as  it  is  leveful  to  us,  ew  who  teithj 
UU  u$  loke  now  as  we  motoen,  whioh  that 
the  estat  is  of  the  devyne  substaunce ;  so 
that  we  mowen  eek  knowen  what  his 

10  science  is.  The  commune  jugement  of 
alle  creatures  resonaUes  thanne  is  this : 
that  god  is  eteme.  Lat  us  oonsidere 
thanne  what  is  etemitee ;  for  oertes  that 
shal  shewen  us  to-gidere   the   devyne 

15  nature  and  the  devyne  science.  Ster- 
nitee,  thanne,  isparfit  possessiounandal- 


togidere  of  lyf  interminable ;  and  that    - 
sheweth  more  cleerly  by  the  comparisoun 
or  the  oollacioun  of  temporel  thinges. 
For  al  thing  that  liveth  in  tyme  it  is 
present,  and  procedeth  fro  preterits  in-to  so 
futures,  tJtat  i$  to  wyn,  fro  tyme  pasted 
in-to  tyme  cominge ;  ne  ther  nis  no-thing 
establisshed  in  tyme  that  may  embraoen 
to-gider  al  the  space  of  his  l3rf.     For 
certes,  yit  ne  hath  it  taken  the  tyme  of  ^5 
to-morwe,  and  it  hath  lost  the  tyme  of 
yisterday.    And  certes,  in  the  lyf  of  this 
day,  ye  ne  liven  no  more  but  right  as  in 
the  moevable  and  transitorie  moment. 
Thanne  thilke  thing  that  sufiEreth  tern-  jo 
porel  oondicioun,  al-thogh  that  it  never 
bigan  to  be,  ne  thogh  it  never  cese  for  to 
be,  as  Aristotle  demed  of  the  world,  and 
al-thogh  thaii  the  lyf  of  it  be  strecched 
with  inflnitee  of  tyme,  yit  algates  nis  35 
it  no  swich  thing  that  men   mighten 
trowen  by  right  that  it  is  eteme.    For 
al-thogh  that  it  comprehende  and  em- 
brace the  space  of  lyf  infinit,  yit  algates 
ne  embraceth  it  nat  the  space  of  the  lyf  4^ 
al-togider ;  for  it  ne  hath  nat  the  futures 
that  ne  ben  nat  yit,  n«  <i  ne  haJth  no  Unger 
the  preterite  that  hen  y-doon  or  y-paated. 
But  thilke  thing  thanne,  that  hath  and 
comprehendeth  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of  45 
the  lyf  interminable,  to  whom  ther  ne 
faileth  naught  of  the  ftiture,  and  to  whom 
ther  nis  naught  of  the  preterit  escaped 
nor  y-passed,  thilke  same  is  y-witneseed 
and  y-proeved  by  right  to  be  eteme.  And  50 
it  bihoveth   by  necessitee   that   thilke 
thing  be  al-wey  present  to  him-self,  and 
competent ;  as  who  eeUh^  al-^wey  present  to 
himself t  and  so  mighty  that  dl  he  right  at 
his  plesaunce ;  and  that  he  have  al  present  55 
the  inflnitee    of   the   moevable   tyme. 
Wher-for  som  men  trowen  wrongfdlly 
that,  whan  they  heren  that  it  semede  to 
Plato  that  this  world  ne  hadde  never 
beginninge  of  tyme,  ne  that  it  never  60 
shal  han  MUnge,  they  wenen  in  this 
manor  that  this  world  be  maked  ooeteme 
with  his  maker ;  as  who  setih^  fhey  wene 
that  this  world  and  god  hen  maJced  togider 
stems,  and  that  is  a  wrongfid  weninge,  65 
For  ether  thing  is  it  to  ben  y>lad  by  lyf 
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intexminable,  aa  Flato  graonted  to  the 
"world,  and  other  thing  is  it  to  embrace 
io-gider  al  the  present  of  the  lyf  inter* 

70  minaUe,  the  whiohe  thing  it  is  deer  and 
manifest  that  it  is  propre  to  the  de^yne 
thoght. 

Ke  it  ne  sholde  nat  semen  to  ns,  that  god 
is  elder  thanne  thinges  that  ben  y-maked 

75  by  qnantitee  of  tyme,  bat  rather  hy  the 
propretee  of  his  simple  nature.  For  this 
ilke  inflnit  moevinge  of  temporel  thinges 
fblweth  this  presentarie  estat  of  lyf  on- 
moevable;  and  so  as  it   ne   may  nat 

80  conntrefeten  it  ne  f^ynen  it  ne  be  even- 
lyke  to  it  for  the  inmoevabletee,  that  it  to 
myn^  that  U  in  the  etermtee  cf  god^  it 
fiuleth  and  £iUleth  in-to  moevinge  fro  the 
simplinitee  of  the  presence  0/  god^  and 

Ss  disenoreseth  in-to  the  inflnit  qnantitee  of 
fdtnre  and  of  preterit :  and  so  as  it  ne 
may  nat  han  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of 
the  lyf,  algates  yit,  for  as  moche  as  it  ne 
ceseth  never  for  to  ben  in  som  maner,  it 

90  semeth  som-del  to  ns,  that  it  folweth  and 
resemUeth  ihUke  thing  that  it  ne  may 
nat  atayne  to  ne  fdlfiUen,  and  bindeth 
it  self  to  som  maner  presence  of  this  litel 
and  swifte  moment :  the  which  pretemce 

95  o/thit  lita  and  moifU  moment^  for  that  it 
bereth  a  maner  image  or  lyknesse  of  the 
ay-dwellinge  presence  of  god^  it  graont- 
eth,  to  swiche  maner  thinges  as  it  bitydeth 
to,  that  it  semeth  hem  as  thise  thinges 

lOD  han  y4)en^  and  ben. 

And,  for  that  the  presence  of  ewich  Utel 
moment  ne  may  nat  dweUe,  ther-for  it 
ravisshed  and  took  the  inBnit  wey  of 
tyme,  that  ie  to  teyn^  hy  ettceeetioun  ;  and 

IQ5  hy  this  maner  is  it  y-doon,  for  that  it 
sholde  continue  the  lyf  in  goinge,  of  the 
whiche  lyf  it  ne  mighte  nat  enbrace  the 
plentee  in  dwellinge.  And  foivthy,  yif 
we   wollen    pntten   worthy   names    to 

no  thinges,  and  folwen  Plato,  lat  ns  seye 
thanne  soothly,  that  god  is  eteme,  and 
the  world  is  perpetnel.  Thaime,  sin  that 
every  jugement  knoweth  and  comprehend- 
eth  by  his  owne  nature  thinges  that  ben 

115  sabjeoi  nn-to  him,  ther  is  soothly  to  god, 
al-wQys,  an  eteme  and  presentarie  wtat ; 
and  tha  scienca  9f  hiDfti  that  orer-passeth 

H 


al  temporel  moevement,  dwelleth  in  the 
simplicitee  of  his  presence,  and  embraoeth 
and  considereth  alle  the  infinit  spaces  <^  i^ 
tymes,  preterits  and  futures,  and  loketh, 
in  his  simple  knowinge,  alle  thinges  cf 
preterit  right  as  they  weren  y-doon  pre- 
sently right  now.  Yif  thon  wdt  thanne 
thenken  and  av3rse  the  prescience,  by  125 
which  it  knoweth  alle  thinges,  thou  ne 
shal  nat  demen  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
to  comen,  but  thou  shalt  demen  it  more 
rightftiUy  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
of  instaunce,  that  never  ne  faileth.  For  150 
which  it  nis  nat  y-deped  **  previdence," 
but  it  sholde  ratiier  ben  deped  **puiw 
viannce,**  that  is  establisthed  Ail  far  fro 
right  lowe  thinges,  and  biholdeth  tnaa 
a-fer  alle  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the  i35 
hesre  heighte  of  thinges.  Why  azestow 
thanne,  or  why  desputestow  thanne,  that 
thilke  thinges  ben  doon  by  neoessitee 
whiche  that  ben  y-seyn  and  knowen  by 
the  devyne  si^te,  sin  that,  forsothe,  men  i4<^ 
ne  maken  nat  thilke  thinges  necessarie 
which  that  they  seen  ben  y-doon  in  hir 
sighte  ?  For  addeth  thy  biholdinge  any 
neoessitee  to  thilke  thinges  that  thou 
biholdest  presente  ? '        *  Nay,'  quod  I.     145 

PhOoeophie,  *  Cartes,  thanne,  if  men 
mighte  maken  any  digne  comparisoun  or 
coUacionn  of  the  presence  devyne  and  of 
the  presence  of  mankinde,  right  so  as  ye 
seen  some  thinges  in  this  tempord  pre-  150 
sent,  right  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  by 
his  eteme  present.  MTher-fore  this  de- 
vyne presdence  ne  channgeth  nat  the 
nature  ne  the  propretee  of  thinges,  but 
bihddeth  swiche  thinges  present  to  him-  155 
ward  as  they  shuUen  bityde  to  yow-ward 
in  tyme  to  comen.  Ke  it  confoundeth 
nat  the  jugement  of  thinges ;  but  by  o 
sighte  of  his  thought,  he  knoweth  the 
thinges  to  comen,  as  wd  necessarie  as  nat  i6u 
necessarie.  Bight  so  as  whan  ye  seen 
to-gider  a  man  walken  on  the  erthe  and 
the  Sonne  azysen  in  the  hevene,  d-be-it  so 
that  ye  seen  and  biholden  that  oon  and 
that  other  to-gider,  yit  nathdes  ye  demen  165 
and  discemen  that  that  oon  is  voluntarie 
and  that  other  necessarie.  Bight  so 
thanne  the  dev3me  lookinge,  bihddinge 
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alio  thlngM  under  him,  ne  troubleth  nat 

170  the  qnalitee  of  thinges  that  ben  certeinly 
present  to  him-ward ;  bnt,  as  to  the  con- 
dickmn  of  tyme,  forsothe,  they  ben 
fhtture.  For  which  it  folwetii,  that  this 
nis  noon  opinionn,  but  rather  a  stedefast 

175  knowinge,  y-strexigrthed  by  soothnesse, 
that,  whanne  that  god  luioweth  anything 
to  be,  he  ne  nnwot  nat  that  thilke  thing 
wanteth  necessitee  to  be ;  fk4$  it  to  aeyn, 
that,  whan  that  god  knotoeth  any  iJdng  to 

180  bityde^  he  w>t  wel  that  it  ne  hath  no  necee- 
9itee  to  bttyde.  And  yif  thou  seyst  heer, 
that  thilke  thing  that  god  seeth  to 
bityde,  it  ne  may  nat  nnbityde  (as  toho 
eeUh,  U  mot  MtydsX  and  thilke  thing  that 

185  ne  may  nat  nnbityde  it  mot  bityde  by 
necessitee,  and  that  thon  streyne  me  by 
this  name  of  necessitee :  certes,  I  wol  wel 
conf essen  and  biknowe  a  thing  of  fol  sad 
tronthe,  bat  nnnethe  shal  ther  any  wight 

190  mowe  eeen  it  or  come  ther-to,  bnt-yif  that 
hebebiholderofthede'vynethoght.  For 
I  wol  answeren  thee  thus :  that  thilke 
thing  that  is  ftitare,  whan  it  is  referred 
to  the  devyne  knowinge,  thanne  is  it 

195  neoessarie ;  but  oertes,  whan  it  is  under- 

stonden  in  his  owne  kinde,  men  seen 

it  is  outrely  free,  and  absolut  ./Vio  (Ule 

neceeeitee. 

For  oertes,  thor  ben  two  maneres  of 

aoo  necessitee.  That  oon  necessitee  is  simple, 
as  thus :  that  it  bihoveth  by  necessitee, 
that  alle  men  be  mortal  or  dee^y. 
Another  necessitee  is  conditionel,  as  thus : 
yif  thou  west  that  a  man  walketh,  it 

«Q5  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  he  walke. 
Thilke  thing  thanne  that  any  wight  haUi 
y-knowe  to  be,  it  ne  may  ben  non  other 
weyes  thanne  he  knoweth  it  to  be.  But 
this  condioioun  ne  draweth  nat  with  hir 

aio  thilke  necessitee  simple.  For  certes,  this 
necessitee  eondiUonH,  the  propre  nature 
of  it  ne  maketh  it  nat,  but  the  adjeocioun 
of  the  condicioun  makeih  it*  For  no  ne- 
cessitee ne  constr^yneth  a  man  to  gon, 

S15  that  goth  by  his  propre  wU;  al-be-it  so 
that,  whan  he  goth,  that  it  is  necessarie 
that  he  goth.  Bight  on  this  same  maner 
tiianne,  3^  that  the  pundaunce  of  god 
seeth  any  thing  present,  than  mot  thilke 


thing  ben  by  necessitee,  al-thogh  that  it  tio 
ne  have  no  necessitee  of  his  owne  nature. 
Butoertes,  thefhturesthatbityden  by  free- 
dom of  arbitre,  god  seeth  hem  alle  to-gider 
present.  Thise  thinges  thanne,  yif  they 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  sighte,  thanne  »5 
ben  they  maked  necessarie  by  the  con- 
dioioun of  the  devyne  knowinge.  But 
certes,  yif  thilke  thinges  be  considered  by 
hem-self,  they  ben  absolut  (^f  neoeatUee^ 
and  ne  forleten  nat  ne  cesox  nat  of  the  ^30 
libertee  of  hir  owne  nature.  Thanne, 
certes,  with-oute  doute,  alle  the  thinges 
shollen  ben  doon  which  that  god  wot 
bifram  that  they  ben  to  comen.  But  som 
of  hem  comen  and  bitjrden  of  free  arbitre  135 
or  of  free  wUle,  that,  al-be4t  so  that  they 
biiyden,  yit  algates  ne  lese  they  nat  hir 
propre  nature  in  beinge;  by  the  which 
first,  or  that  they  weren  y-doon,  they 
hadden  power  nat  to  han  bitid.*  Boece,  240 
*What  is  this  to  seyn  thanne,'  quod  I, 
*  that  thinges  ne  ben  nat  necessarie  by  hir 
propre  nahtre,  so  as  they  comen  in  alle 
maneres  in  the  lyknesse  of  necessitee  by 
the  condioioun  of  the  devyne  science  ? '      245 

*  This  is  the  difference,' quod  she;  *that 
tho  thinges  that  I  purposede  thee  a  litel 
heer-bifom,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  sonne 
arysinge  and  the  man  waUdnge,  that, 
ther-whyles  that  thilke  thinges  been  y-  230 
doon,  they  ne  mighte  nat  ben  undoon ; 
natheles,  that  oon  of  hem,  or  it  was 
y-doon,  it  bihoved  by  necessitee  that  it 
was  y-doon,  but  nat  that  other.  Bight  so 
is  it  here^  that  the  thinges  that  god  hath  155 
present,  with-oute  doute  they  shollen 
been*  But  som  of  hem  descendeth  of  the 
nature  of  thinges,  (w  the  aotme  arytinge ; 
and  som  descendeth  of  the  power  of  the 
doeres,  a$  the  man  vxOkinge.  Thanne  260 
seide  I  no  wrong,  that  yif  these  thinges 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  knowinge, 
thanne  ben  they  neoessarie ;  and  yif  they 
ben  considered  by  hem-self,  thanne  ben 
they  absolut  fro  the  bond  of  necessitee.  365 
Bight  so  as  alle  thinges  that  apereth  or 
sheweth  to  the  wittes,  yif  thou  referre  it 
to  resoun,  it  is  universel  |  and  yif  thou 
referre  it  or  loke  it  to  It-aelf,  than  is  it 
■ingoler.    Bat  now,  yif  tho«  s^yst  thns,  370 
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that  yif  it  be  in  my  power  to  ohannge  my 
jmrpos,  than  ahal  I  voide  the  pnrviannce 
of  god^  whan  that,  peraventnre,  I  shal 
han  ohaonged  the  thinges  that  he  know- 

2j$  eth  bifom,  thanne  ihal  I  answere  thee 
thns.  Certes,  thon  mayst  wel  chaonge 
thy  pnrpos ;  bnt,  fbr  as  mochel  as  the 
present  soothnesse  of  the  devyne  pnr- 
viaonoe    hiholdttth    that    thon    mayst 

s8o  channge  thy  pnzpos,  and  whether  thon 
wolt  channge  it  or  no,  and  whiderward 
that  thon  tome  it,  thon  ne  mayst  nat 
eschnen  the  deyyne  prescience ;  right  as 
thon  ne  mayst  nat  fleen  the  sighte  of  the 

385  presente  eye,  al-thongh  that  thon  tome 
thy-self  l^  thy  free  wil  in-to  dyverse 
accionns.  Bnt  thon  mayst  seyn  ayein : 
"  How  shal  it  thanne  be  ?  Shal  nat  the 
devyne  science  be  channged  by  my  di»* 

390  pooLdoan,  whan  that  I  wol  o  thing  now, 
and  now  another?  And  thilke  prescience, 
ne  semeth  it  nat  to  entrechannge  stonndes 
of  knowinge ; " '  aatoho  teUh^nethalUruU 
8emetou$t  iltat  the  deffyne  prescience  entr$^ 

395  chaungeth  hiee  dyverte  ttoundu  of  know- 

htgCf  90  VuU  it  knotoe  tum4yme  0  thing  and 

mm4yme  ihe   ctmbwrie   cf  that   thing  f 

*  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

PhUoeophie,   'For  the   devyne   sighte 

300  renneth  to-fom  and  seeth  alle  ftitnres, 
and  depeth  hem  ayein,  and  retometh 
hem  to  the  presence  of  his  propre  know- 
inge ;  ne  he  ne  entreohanngeth  nat,  so  as 
thon  wenest,  the  stonndes  of  forknow- 

305  inge,  as  now  this,  now  that;  bnt  he  my- 
dweUinge  oomth  bifom,  and  embraceth 
aiostrook  alle  thy  iwntaoionns.  Andthis 
presence  to  oomprehenden  and  to  seen 
alls  thinges,  god  ne  hath  nat  taken  it  of 

310  the  bitydinge  of  thinges  to  come,  bntofhis 


propre  simplioitee.  And  her-by  is  assoiled 
thilke  thing  that  thon  pnttest  a  litel 
her-bifom,  that  i$  to  eeyn^  that  it  is  nn- 
worthy  thing  to  seyn,  that  onr  Aitnres 
yeven  cause  of  the  science  of  god.  For  315 
oertes,  this  strengthe  of  the  devyne 
science,  which  that  embraceth  alle 
thinges  by  his  presentarie  knowinge, 
establissheth  maner  to  alle  thinges,  and 
it  ne  oweth  naught  to  latter  thinges ;  and  310 
sin  that  these  thinges  ben  thus,  that  i$  to 
eetnh  ^**  <^^  neceteitee  nia  nat  in  thinget  by 
the  devyne  preecience^  than  is  ther  freedom 
of  arbitre,  that  dwelleth  hool  and  un« 
wemmed  to  mortal  men.  Ne  the  lawes  ne  325 
purposen  nat  wikkedly  medes  and  peynes 
to  the  willinges  of  men  that  ben  nn- 
bonnden  and  quite  of  alle  neoessitee.  And 
god,  biholder  and  for^witer  of  alle  thinges, 
dwelleth  above ;  and  the  present  etemitee  53P 
of  his  sighte  renneth  alwey  with  the 
dyverse  quaUtee  of  cure  dedes,  dispens- 
inge  and  ordeyninge  medes  to  goods  men, 
and  torments  to  wikked  men.  Ne  in  ydel 
ne  in  veyn  ne  ben  ther  nat  put  in  god  335 
hope  and  preyeres,  that  ne  mowen  nat 
ben  unspeedful  ne  with-oute  effect,  whan 
they  ben  rightful.  Withstond  thanne 
and  eschue  thou  vyces ;  worshipe  and  love 
thou  virtues ;  areys  thy  corage  to  right-  340 
fVil  hopes;  yUde  thou  humble  preyeres 
a-heigh.  Gret  neoessitee  of  prowesse 
and  vertu  is  encharged  and  commaunded 
to  yow,  yif  ye  nil  nat  dissimulen ;  sin 
that  ye  worken  and  doon,  that  ie  to  eeyn^  345 
your  dedet  or  your  workee^  bifom  the  eyen 
of  the  juge  that  seeth  and  demeth  alle 
thinges.'  To  whom  be  glorye  and  wortMpe 
by  if^flnit  iymee. 
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1.  ^x  double  sorwe  of  Troilos  to  tellen, 
That   was   the  king   Priamns  sone   of 

Troye, 
In  lovinge,  how  his  aventares  fellen 
Fro  wo  to  wele,  and  after  oat  of  joye, 
My  pnrpos  is,  er  that  I  parte  fro  ye.        5 
Thesiphone,  thou  help  me  for  t'endyte 
Thise  woftil  vers,  that  wepen  as  I  wzyte ! 

2.  To  thee  olepe  I,  thon  goddesse  of  tor- 

ment, 
Thon  cruel  Eo^e,  sorwing  ever  in  peyne ; 
Help  me,  that  am  the  sorwfhl  instroment 
That  helpeth  lovers,  as  I  can,  to  pleyne ! 
For  wel  sit  it,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,     12 
A  woftil  wight  to  han  a  drery  fere, 
And,  to  a  sorwfhl  tale,  a  sory  chere. 

8.  For  I,  that  god  of  Loves  servannts  serve,* 
Ne  dar  to  Love,  for  myn  nnlyklinesse,  16 
Pr^en  for  speed,  al  sholde  I  therfor 

sterve, 
So  fer  am  I  fro  his  help  in  derknesse ; 
But  nathelees,  if  this  may  doon  gladnesse 
To  any  lover,  and  his  cause  avayle,        ao 
Have  he  my  thank,  and  myn  be  this  tra- 

vaylel 

i.  But  ye  loveres,  that  bathen  in  glad- 


If  any  drope  of  pitee  in  yow  be, 
Bemembreth  yow  on  passed  hevinesse 
That  ye  han  felt,  and  on  the  adversitee  as 
Of  others  folk,  and  thenketh  how  that  ye 
Han  felt  that  Love  dorate  yow  displese  ; 
Or  ye  han  wonnehim  with  to  greet  an  ese. 


6.  Andpreyethforhemthatbeninthecas 
Of  Troilus,  as  ye  may  after  here,  30 

That  love  hem  brings  in  hevene  to  solas, 
And  eek  for  me  preyeth  to  god  so  dere, 
Tliat  I  have  might  to  shewe,   in  som 

manere, 
Swich  peyne  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  endure, 
In  Troilus  unsely  avonture.  35 

6.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been 

despeyred 
in  love,  that  never  nil  recovered  be,  . 
And  eek  for  hem  that  fiJsly  been  apeyred  \ 
Thomgh  wikked  tonges,  be  it  he  or  die ; 
Thus  biddeth  god,  for  his  benignitee,    40 
To  graunte  hem  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace, 
niat  been  deq>eyred  out  of  Loves  grace. 

7.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been  at 

ese, 
That  god  hem  graunte  ay  good  perseve* 

raunce, 
And  sende  hem  might  hir  ladies  so  to 

plese,  45 

That  it  to  Love  be  worship  and  plesaunoe. 
For  so  hope  I  my  soule  best  avaunce. 
To  preye  for  hem  that  Loves  servaunts  be, 
And  wryte  hir  wo,  and  live  in  charitee. 

8.  And  for  to  have  of  hem  compassioun  50 
As  though  I  were  hir  owene  brother  dere. 
Kow  herkeneth  with  a  gode  entencioun, 
For  now  wol  I  gon  streight  to  my  matere. 
In  whiche  ye  may  the  double  sorwes  here 
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OfTroQiifl,  in  loving  of  Crif^e,  55 

And  how  that  she  fonook  him  er  she 
deyde. 

9.  It  iM  wel  wist,  how  that  the  QrekM 

Btronge 
In  armes  with  » thousand  shippes  wente 
To  Trosre-wardes,  and  the  dtee  longe 
Assegeden  neigh  ten  yeerer  they  stente,  €0 
And,  in  direrse  wyse  and  oon  entente, 
The  rarisshing  to  wreken  of  Eleyne, 
By  Paris  doon,  they  wronghten  al  hir 

peyne. 

10.  Now  fil  it  so,  that  in  the  toon  ther  was 
Dwellinge  a  lord  of  greet  anctoritee,      65 
A  gret  deryn  tha4  deped  was  Qalkas, 
That  in  science  so  expert  was,  that  he 
Knew  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  be, 
By  answere  of  his  god,  that  highte  thus, 
Daiin  Phebns  or  ApoUo  Delphions.         70 

11.  So  whan  this  Calkas  knew  by  calcu- 
linge,      ."  .  .    , 

And  eek  by  answere  of  this  AppoUo, 
That  Ghrekes  sholden  swich  a  peple  bringe, 
Tfaomgh  whioh  that  Trpye  moste  been 

ibr-do, 
He  caste  anoon  out  of  the  toon  to  go ;    75 
For  wel  wiste  he,  by  sort,  that  Troye 

sholde 
Destroyed  been,  ye,  wolde  who-so  nolde. 

12.  Por  which,  for  to  departen  soflely 
Took  pnrpos  fbl  this  forknowinge  wj^se. 
And  to  the  Grekes  est  Ail  prively         80 
He  stal  anoon ;  and  they,  in  cnrteys  wj^se, 
Him  deden  bothe  worship  and  servsrse. 
In  trust  that  he  hath  conning  hem  to  rede 
In  every  peril  whioh  that  is  to  drede 

18.  The  noyse  np  roos,  whan  it  was  first 

aspyed,  85 

Thomgh  al  the  tonn,  and  generally  was 

spoken. 
That  Oalkas  traytor  fled  was,  and  allyed 
With  hem  of  Grece ;  and  casten  to  ben 

wroken 
On  him  that  fidsly  hadde  his  feith  so 

broken ; 
And  Bcyden,  he  and  al  his  kin  at  ones    90 
Ben  worthy  for  to  brennen,  fel  and  bones. 


14.  Now  hadde  Oalkas  left,  In  this  men. 
channoe, 

Al  Tinwist  of  this  ftdse  and  wikked  dede, 
His  donghter,  whioh  that  was  in  gret 

penannce, 
Por  ofhirlyfshe  was  M  sore  in  drede,   95 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede ; 
For  bothe  a  widowe  was  she,  and  aliens 
Of  any  Areend,  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

mone. 

15.  Oriseyde  was  this  lady  name  a-right ; 
As  to  my  dome,  in  al  Troyes  citee        too 
Nas  noon  so  fair,  for  pasdng  every  wight 
So  anngellyk  was  hir  natyf  beantee, 
That  lyk  a  thing  Inmortal  semed  she, 
As  doth  an  hevenish  parfit  oreatnre, 
That   dotm   were   sent  in  scorning   of 

nature.  105 

16.  This  lady,  which  that  al^day  herds  at 
ere 

Hir  fadres    shame,   his    falsnesse    and 

tresonn, 
Wel  nigh  out  of  hir  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere, 
In  widewes  habit  large  of  samit  bronn, 
On  knees  she  fll  bifom  Ector  a-doon ;    1 10 
With  pitons  voys,  and  tendrely  wepinge. 
His  mercy  bad,  hir-selven  ezcnsinge. 

17.  Now  was  this  Ector  pitons  of  nature. 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwAilly  bigoon. 
And  that  she  was  so  ftUr  a  creature ;    115 
Of  his  goodnesse  he  gladed  hir  anoon, 
And  seyde,  '  lat  your  fadres  treson  goon 
Forth  with  mischarmoe,  and  ye  jrour-self, 

in  joye, 
Dwelleth  with  us,  whyl  you  good  list,  in 
Troye. 

18.  'And  al  th*onour  that  men  may  doon 

yowhave,  lao 

As  ferforth  as  your  fkder  dwelled  here. 
Ye  shul  han,  and  3rour  body  shal  men  save, 
As  fer  as  I  may  ought  enquere  or  here.* 
And  she  him  thonked  with  ftil  humble 

chore. 
And  ofter  wolde,  and  it  hadde  ben  his 

wille,  125 

And  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom,  and  held 

hirstille. 
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19.  And  in  hir  hoQfl  she  abood  with  Bwich 
mejnee 

As  to  hir  hononr  node  was  to  holde ; 
And  whyl  she  was  dwellinge  in  that  citee, 
Kepte  hir  estat,  and  bothe  of  yonge  and 

olde  130 

Fol  wel  beloved,  and  wel  men  of  hir  tolde. 
Bat  whether  that  she  children  hadde  or 

noon, 
I  rede  it  nought ;  therfore  I  lete  it  goon. 

20.  The  thinges  fellen,  as  they  doon  of 
werre, 

Bitwixen   hem    of  Troye   and    Qrekes 

ofle;  135 

For  som  day  bonghten  they  of  Troye  it 

derre, 
And  effc  the  Grekes  fonnden  no  thing  sofbe 
The  folk  of  Troye ;  and  thus  fortune  on- 

lofbe, 
And  under  eft,  gan  hem  to  wheelen  bothe 
After  hir  conrs,  ay  whyl  they  were  wxothe. 

21.  Bnt  how  this  toon  com  to  destnio- 
cioun  141 

Ne  Mleth  nought  to  purpos  me  to  telle ; 
For  it  were  here  a  long  diagressioun 
Fro  my  matere,  and  yow  to  longe  dwelle. 
*  But  the  Troyane  gestes,  as  they  felle,  145 
;in  Omer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dyte, 
Who-so  that  can,  may  rede  hem  as  they 
wrytOt 

22.  But  though  that  Grekes  hem  of  Troye 
shetten, 

And  hir  oitee  bisegede  al  a-boute, 
Hir  olde  usage  wdde  they  not  letten,   150 
As  for  to  honoure  hir  goddes  Ail  devoute ; 
But  aldermost  in  honour,  out  of  doute, 
They  hadde  a  relik  hight  Palladion, 
That  was  hir  trist  a-boven  everiohon. 

29.  And  so  bifel,  whan  comen  was  the 
tyme  155 

Of  Aperil,  whan  clothed  is  the  mede 
With  newe  grene,  of  lusty  Yer  the  pryme, 
And  swote  smellen  fioures  whyte  and  rede, 
In  sondiy  wyses  shewed,  as  I  rede. 
The  folk  of  Troye  hir  obseirvaunoes  olde, 
Palladiones  feste  for  to  holde.  161 

24.  Andtothetemple,inalhirbestewy8e, 
In  general,  ther  wente  many  a  wight, 


To  herknen  of  Palladioin  the  servyse ; 
And  namely,  so  many  a  lusty  knight,  165 
So  many  a  lady  fresh  and  mayden  bright, 
Fol  wel  arayed,  bothe  moste  and  leste, 
Ye,  bothe  for  the  seson  and  the  feste. 

25.  Among  thiseotherefcdk  was  Criseyda, 
In  widewes  habite  blak ;  but  nathelees, 
Bight  as  our  firste  lettre  is  now  an  A,  171  ^ 
In  beautee  first  so  stood  she,  makelees ; 
Hir  godly  looking  gladede  al  the  prees. 
Nas  never  seyn  thing  to  ben  preysed  derre, 
Nor  under  doude  blak  so  bright  a  sterre 

26.  Aswa80rissyde,asfolk8eydeey8ri6h- 
oon  176 

That  hir  bihelden  in  hir  blake  wede ; 
And  yet  she  stood  ftil  lowe  and  stiUe 

alloon, 
Bihinden  othere  folk,  in  litel  brede, 
And  neigh  the  dore,  ay  under  shames 

drede,  180 

Simple  of  a-tjnr,  and  debonaire  of  ohere, 
With  All  assured  loking  and  manere. 

27.  This  Troilus,  as  he  was  wont  to  gyde 
His  yonge  knightes,  ladde  hem  up  and 

doun 
In  thilke  large  temple  on  every  qyde,   195 
Biholding  ay  the  ladyes  of  the  toun. 
Now  here,  now  there,  for  no  d^vooioun 
Hadde  he  to  noon^  to  reven  &ixn  his  rests, 
But  gan  to  preyse  and  lakken  whom  him 

leste.  '  . 

28.  And  in  his  walk  tvl  &st  he  gan  to 
wayten  190 

If  knight  or  squ3rer  of  his  oompanye 
Ghm  for  to  syke,  or  lete  his  eyen  bayten 
On  any  woman  that  he  coude  aspye ; 
He  wolde  smyle,  and  holden  it  folye, 
And  seye  him  thus,  *  god  wot,  she  slepeth 

sofbe  195 

For  love  of  thee,  whan  thou  tomest  ftil 

ofte! 

29.  *  t  have  herd  told,  paxdieux,  of  your 
livinge, 

Te  lovers,  and  your  lewede  observaunoeo. 

And  which  a  labour  folk  han  in  winninge 

Of  love,  and,  in  the  keping,  which  dou- 

taunoes ;  aoo 
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And  whan  yonr  preye  is  lost,  wo  and 
penannoes; 
;  O  -verrey  folM !  nyoe  and  Uind«  be  y» ; 
f   Ther  nis  not  oon  can  war  by  other  be.* 

80.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  cast  up 
the  browe, 

Afloaoncee,  'lo!  is  this  nought  wysly 
spoken  ? '  205 

At  which  the  god  of  love  gan  loken  rowe 

Bight  for  despyt,  and  shoop  for  to  ben 
wroken; 

He  kidde  anoon  his  bowe  nas  not  broken ; 

For  Bodeynly  he  hit  him  at  the  fViUe ; 

And  yet  as  proud  a  pekok  can  he  pnlle.  210 

81.  O  blinde  world,  O  blinde  entenoionn ! 
How  ofte  fidleth  al  th*effeot  oontraire 
Of  sarqnidiye  and  fool  preeompoionn ; 
For  canght  is  proud,  and  canght  is  de- 

bonaire. 
This  Troilns  is  olomben  on  the  staire,  215 
And  litel  weneth  that  he  moot  desoenden. 
But   al-day   fiiyleth    thing    that    foles 

wenden, 

82.  As  prouda  Bayard  ginneth  tor  to 
skippe 

Oat  of  the  wey ,  so  jiriketh  him  his  00m, 
Til  he  alash  have  of  the  longe  whippe,  240 
Than  thenketh  he,  *  thongh  I  prannoe  al 

bifbm 
First  in  the  trays,  tcl  M  and  newe  shorn, 
Tet  am  I  but  an  hors,  and  horses  lawe 
I  moot  endure,  and  with  my  feres  drawe.' 

88.  80  ferde  it  by  this  fers  and  proiide 
knight ;  235 

Though  he  a  worthy  kinges  sone  were. 
And  wende  no-thing  hadde  had  swiohe 

might 
Ayens  his  wil  that  sholde  his  herte  store, 
Yet  with  a  look  his  herte  w«z  a-fcre. 
That  he,  that  now  was  most  in  pryde 
above,  ^30 

Wez  sodeynly  most  subget  xin-to  love. 

84.  FoB^thy  ensample  taketh  of  this  man, 
Ya  wyse,  proude,  and  worthy  fdlkes  alls. 
To  soomen  Lvre,  whieh  that  so  sone  can 
The  freedom  of  yonr  hertes  to  him  thralle; 
¥or  ever  it  was,  and  ever  it  shal  bliiiJle, 


That  Love  is  he  that  aUe  thing  may 

binde ; 
For  may  no  man  fbr-do  the  lawe  of  kinde. 

85.  That  this  be  sooth,  hath  i>reved  And 
doth  yit ;  239 

For  this  trowe  I  ye  knowen,  alle  or  some, 
Men  reden  not  that  folk  han  gretter  wit 
Than  they  that  han  be  most  with  love 

y-nome ; 
And  strengestfolk  ben  therwith  overoome, 
The  worthiest  and  grettest  of  degree ;  244 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yet  men  shal  it  see. 

86.  And  trewelich  it  sit  wel  to  be  so ; 
For  alderwjrsest  han  ther-with  benplesed ; 
And  they  that  han  ben  aldermost  in  wo, 
With  love  han  been  oonforted  most  and 

esed;  249 

And  ofte  it  hath  the  cruel  herte  apesed, 
And  worthy  folk  maad  worthier  of  name, 
And  oauseth  most  to  dreden  vyoe  and 

shame. 

87.  Kow  sith  it  may  not  goodly  be  with- 
stonde. 

And  is  a  thing  so  vertuous  in  kinde, 
Befuseth  not  to  Love  for  to  be  bonde,  255 
Sin,  as  him-eelven  list,  he  may  yow  binds. 
The  yvrde  is  bet  that  bowen  wole  and 

winde 
Than  that  that  brest ;  and  therfor  I  jrow 

rede 
To  folwen  him  that  so  wel  can  yow  lede. 

88.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  in  special   260 
As  of  this  kinges  sone  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  leten  other  thing  ooUatoral, 

Of  him  thenke  I  my  tale  for  to  holde, 
Bothe  of  his  joye,  and  of  his  oares  colde ; 
And  al  his  werk,  as  touching  this  matere. 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wU  ther-to  refere.  266 

89.  With-inne  the  temple  he  wente  him 
forth  pleyinge. 

This  Troilus,  of  every  wi^t  aboate, 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  that  lokinge, 
Wher-so  she  were  of  tonne,  or  of  with- 

oute :  270 

Andup-on  cas  bifel,  that  thorugh  a  route 
His  eye  pereed,  and  so  depe  it  wente, 
Til  on  Criseyde  it  smooi,  and  ther  it 

stente. 
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40.  And    sodeynly   he    wex    ther-with 
agtoned,  ■. ,   '  , 

And  gan  hire  hot  biholde  in  thrifty  wysB  : 
•O   mercy,   god!'    thonghte  he,    'wher 

hastow  woned,  376 

That  art  bo  fair  and  goodly  to  devyse  ? ' 
Ther-with  hia  herte  gan  to  sprede  and 

lyae, 
And  softe  sighed,  lest  men  mighte  him 

here, 
And  canghte  a-yein  hifl  firste  plunge 

ohere.  280 

41.  She  nas  not  with  the  leste  of  hir 
stature, 

Bat  alle  hir  limes  so  wel  answeringe 
Weren  to  womanhode,  that  creature 
Was  never  lasse  mannish  in  seminge.  384 
And  eek  the  pure  wyse  of  here  meninge 
Shewede  wel,  that  men  might  in  hir  gesse 
Honour,  estat,  and  wommanly  noblesse. 

42.  To  Troilus  right  wonder  wel  with-alle 
Ghm  for  to  lyke  hir  mening  and   hir 

ohere, 
Which  somdel  deynous  was,  for  she  leet 

fiftlle  390 

Hir  look  a  lite  anride,  in  swioh  manere, 
Aflcaunoes,  'what!  may  I  not  stonden 

here?' 
And  after  that  hir  loking  gan  she  lighte, 
That  never  thoughte  him  seen  so  good 

asighte. 

48.  And  of  hir  look  in  him  ther  gan  to 
quiken  395 

So  greet  desir,  and  swich  affecoioun, 
That  in  his  hertes  botme  gan  to  stiken 
Of  hir  his  fixe  and  depe  impressioun  : 
And  though  he  erst  hadde  poured  up 
and  doun,  299 

He  was  tho  glad  his  homes  in  to  shrinke  ; 
Unnethes  wiste  he  how  to  loke  or  winke. 

44.  Lo,  he  that  leet  him-eelven  so  kon- 

ninge. 
And  scorned  hem  that  loves  peynes  dryen. 
Was  taX   unwar  that   love   hadde   his 

dwellinge 
With-inne  the  tnhtile  stremea  of  hir  y6n ; 
That   sodeynly  him    thoughte  he  felte 

dyen,  306 


Bight  with  hir  look,  the  spirit  in  his 

herte; 
Blessed  be  Ibove,  that  thus  can  folk  con-  1 

verte! 

45.  She,  this  in  blak,  lykinge  to  Troilus, 
Over  alle  thing  he  stood  for  to  biholde ; 
Ne  his  desir,  ne  wherfbr  he  stood  thus. 
He  neither  ohere  made,  ne  worde  tolde ; 
But  from  a-fer,  his  maner  for  to  holde, 
On  other  thing  his  look  som-tyme  he  caste. 
And  eft  on  hir,  whyl  that  servyse  laste.  315 

46.  And  after  this,  not  fhlliche  al  a- 
whaped. 

Out  of  the  temple  al  esiliche  he  wente, 
Bepentinge  him  that  he  hadde  ever  y- 

japed 
Of  loves  folk,  lest  fully  the  descents 
Of  scorn  fille  on  him-self ;  but,  what  he 

mente,  320 

Lest  it  were  wist  on  any  maner  syde. 
His  wo  he  gan  dissimulen  and  hyde. 

47.  Whan  he  was  f^  the  temple  thus 
departed, 

He  streyght  anoon  un-to  hispaleys  tometh. 
Bight  with  hir  look  thurgh-shoten  and 

thui;gh-darted,  335 

Al  feyneth  he  in  lust  that  he  sojometh ; 
And  al  his  ohere  and  speohe   also  he 

bometh ; 
And  ay,  of  loves  servants  every  whyle, 
Him-self  to  wrye,  at  hem  he  gan  to  smyle. 

48.  And  seyde,  '  lord,  so  ye  live  al  in  lest, 
YeloveresI  fortheoonningestof  yow,  331 
That  serveth  most  ententiflich  and  best. 
Him  tit  as  often  harm  ther-of  as  prow; 
Your  hyre  is  quit  ayein,  ye,  god  wot  how  I 
Nought  wel  for  wel,  but  scorn  for  good 

servyse ;  335 

In  feith,  your  ordre  is  ruled  in  good  wyse ! 

49.  In  noun-certeyn  ben  alle  yoni  ob- 
servaunces, 

But  it  a  sely  fewe  poyntes  be  ; 
Ne  no-thing  asketh  so  grete  attendaunoes 
As  doth  your  lay,  and  that  knowe  alle  ye; 
But  that  is  not  the  worste,  ts  mote  I  thee ; 
But,  tolde  I  yow  the  worste  poynt,  I  leve, 
Al  seyde  I  sooth,  ya  wolden  at  me  greve ! 
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5o/Bat  tak  this,  that  ya  loverei   oite 

esohnwe, 
Or  eUtea  doon  of  good  entanoioim,         345 
Fal  ofbe  thy  lady  irola  it  mifloonstme, 
And  deme  it  harm  in  hir  opinionn  ;' 
And  yet  if  the,  for  other  enoheaonn, 
Be  wrooth,  than  shalt  thon  han  a  groyn 

anoon : 
Lord!  weliahimthatmaybeofyowoon!* 

51.  But  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  aay  hia 
tyme,  35« 

He  held  hia  pees,  son  other  hote  him 

gayned; 
for  love  higan  his  f etheres  so  to  lyme, 
That  wel  nnnethe  nn-to  hia  folk  he  ^Bjned 
That  othere  be^ye  nodes  him  destrayned ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  to  doon  he 

niste,  356 

But  bad  his  folk  to  goon  wher  that  hem 

liste. 

52.  And  whan  that  he  in  ohaambre  was 
allone, 

He  doon  np-on  his  beddes  feet  him  sette, 
And  first  he  gan  to  syke,  and  eft  to 

grone,  3^ 

And  thonghte  ay  on  hir  so,  with-onten 

lette, 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mette 
That  he  hir  saw  a  temple,  and  al  the  wyse 
Bight  of  hir  loke,  and  gan  it  newe  avyse. 

<  68.  Thns  gan  he  make  a  mironr  of  his 
minde,  365 

In  which  he  sangfa  al  hoolly  hir  figure ; 
And  that  he  wel  oonde  in  his  herte  flnde, 
It  was  to  him  a  right  good  aventnre 
To  loye  swich  oon,  and  if  he  dide  his  core 
To  serven  hir,  yet  mighte  he  falle  in 
grace,  370 

Or  eUes,  for  oon  of  hir  servannts  paoe. 

64.  Tmagininge  that  travaille  nor  grame 
Ke  mighte,  for  so  goodly  oon,  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  ne  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  but  in  prys  and  np-lxurn 
Of  alia  lorers  wel  more  than  bifom;    376 
Thns  argnmented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Fal  nnai^ysed  of  his  wo  cominge. 

56.  Thns  took  he  pnrpos  loves  craft  to 

Buwe, 
And  thonghte  he  wolde  werken  prively, 


First,  to  hyden  his  desir  In  mnwe        381 
From  every  wight  y-bom,  al-ootrely, 
Bnt  he  mighte  ought  recovered  be  therby ; 
Bemembring  him,  that  love  to  wyde  y- 

blowe 
Telt  bittre  fmyt,  thongh  swete  seed  be 

sowe.  3S5 

66.  And  over  al  this,  yet  mnehel  more  he 
thonghte 

What  for  to  speke,  and  what  to  holden 

inne, 
And  what  to  arten  hir  to  love  he  songhte, 
And  on  a  song  anoon-right  to  biginne,  $Sq 
And  gan  londe  on  his  sorwe  for  to  winne ; 
For  with  good  hope  he  gan  fuUy  assente 
Criseyde  for  to  love,  and  nought  repente. 

67.  And  of  his  song  nought  only  the 
sentence, 

As  writ  myn  autour  called  T>>lliu9, 
But  pleynly,  save  our  tonges  difference, 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  in  al  that  Troilus         396 
Seyde  in  his  song ;  lo !  every  word  right 

thns 
As  I  shal  ieyn ;  and  who-so  list  it  here, 
Lo  I  next  this  vers,  he  may  it  flnden  here. 

Cantna  TrollL  r^.t.^v,  >--  : 
6a  *  If  no  love  is,  O  god,  what  fele  I  so? 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  whiche 

is  he  ?  401 

If  love  be  good,  fnm  whennto  comth  my 

wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  thinketh  me, 
When  eveiy  torment  and  adversitee 
That  oometh  of  him,  may  to  me  savory 

thinke;  405 

For  ay  thnrst  I,  the  more  that  I  it  drinker 

59.  ^And  if  that  at  myn  owene  lust  I 

brenne, 
Fro  whennes  oometh  my  wailing  and  my 

pleynte? 
If  harme  agree  me,  wher-to   pleyne  I 

thenne? 
I  noot,  ne  why  unweiy  that  I  feynte.  410 
O  quike  deeth,  o  swete  harm  so  qu^ynte, 
How  may  of  thee  in  me  swich  quantitee, 
But-if  that  I  consente  that  it  be? 

60.  *  And  if  that  I  consente,  I  wrongfnlly 
Compleyne,  y-wis ;  thnspossedtoandfro. 
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Al  Btereleefl  with^inUe  a  boot  am  I       416 
A-mid  the  sea,  bT-twizen  windes  two, 
That  in  oontrarie  stonden  ever-mo. 
Alias !  what  is  this  wonder  maladye  ?  419 
For  hete  of  cold,  for  oold  of  hete,  I  dye.' 

61.  And  to  the  god  of  love  thus  seyde  he 
With  pitous  voys, '  0  lord,  now  yonres  is 
My  ^irit,  which  that  onghte  yonres  be. 
Yow  thanke  I,  lord,  that  han  me  brooght 

to  this; 
Bnt  whether  goddesse  or  womman,  y-wis, 
She  be,  I  noot,  which  that  ye  do  me 

serve;  426 

But  as  hir  man  I  wole  ay  live  and  sterve. 

62.*^  Ye  stonden  in  Jiire  eyen  mightily, 
As  in  a  place  nn-to  your  verta  digne ; 
Wherfbre,  lord,  if  my  servyse  or  I        430 
May  lyke  yow,  so  beth  to  me  benigne ; 
For  myn  estat  royal  here  I  resigne 
In-to  hir  bond,  and  with  fol  humble  chere 
Bioome  hir  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere.'  434 

63.  In  him  ne  deyned  sparen  blood  royal 
The  fyr  of  love,  wher-fro  god  me  blesse, 
Ne  him  forbar  in  no  degree,  for  al 

His  vertu  or  his  excellent  prowesse ; 
But  held  him  as  his  thral  lowe  in  disfnresse. 
And  brende  him  so  in  sondzy  wyse  ay 
newe,  440 

That  sixty  tyme  a  day  he  loste  his  hewe. 

64.  So  mnohe,  day  by  day,  his  owene 
thought, 

For  lust  to  hir,  gan  quiken  aad  enorese. 
That  every  otherohaxigeheBette  at  nought ; 
For^thy  ftil  ofte,  his  hote  fyr  to  oese,   445 
To  seen  hir  goodly  look  he  gan  to  prese ; 
For  ther-by  to  ben  esed  wel  he  wende. 
And  ay  the  neer  he  was,  the  more  he 
brende. 

66.  For  ay  the  neer  the  fyr,  the  hotter  is, 
This,  trowe  I,  knoweth  al  this  oompanye. 
But  were  he  fer  or  neer,  I  dar  seye  this. 
By  night  or  day,  for  wysdom  or  folye,  45a 
His  herte,  which  that  is  his  brestes  yfi, 
Was  ay  on  hir,  that  fftlrer  was  to  sene 
Than  ever  was  KL^yne  or  Polixene.      455 

66.  Eek  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an 

houre 
That  to  him-self  a  thousand  tymehe  seyde, 


'  Good  goodly,  to  whom  serve  I  and  la- 
boure,  458 

As  I  best  can,  now  wolde  god,  Criseyda, 
Ye  wolden  on  me  rewe  er  that  I  deyde ! 
My  dere  herte,  aUas  !  myn  hele  and  hewe 
And  lyf  is  lost,  but  ye  wole  on  me  rewe.' 

67.  Alle  othere  dredes  weren  from  him 
fledde, 

Bothe  of  th'assege  and  his  savaoioun  ; 
Ke  in  him  de^yr   noon  othere   fownes 

bredde  4^5 

But  arguments  to  this  oondnsioun. 
That  she  on  him  wolde  han  oompaseioTm, 
And  he  to  be  hir  man,  whyl  he  may  dure; 
Lo,  here  his  lyf,  and  from  the  deeth  his 

cure!  469 

68.  Thesharpeshouresfelleofarmespreve, 
That  Ector  oi^  his  othere  bretheren  diden, 
Ne  made  him  only  ther-fore  ones  meve ; 
And  yet  was  he,  wher-so  men  wente  or 

riden, 
Founde  oon  the  best,  and  lengest  tyme 

abiden  474 

Ther  peril  was,  and  dide  eek  such  travayle 
In  armes,  that  to  thenke  it  was  mervayle. 

69.  But  for  non  hate  he  to  the  Grekes 
hadde, 

Ne  also  for  the  resoous  of  the  toun, 
Ne  made  him  thus  in  armos  for  to  madde, 
But  only,  lo,  for  this  oonclusioun,        480 
To  lyken  hir  the  bet  for  his  renoun ; 
Fro  day  to  day  in  annes  so  he  spedde, 
That  alle  the  Grekes  as  the  deeth  him 
dredde. 

70.  And  fro  this  forth  tho  refte  him  love 
his  sleep. 

And  made  his  mete  his  foo ;  and  eek  his 
sorwe  485 

Gan  multiplye,  that,  who^o  toke  keep, 
It  shewed  in  his  hewe,  bothe  eve  and 

morwe ; 
Therfor  a  title  he  gan  him  fbr  to  borwe 
Of  other  syknesse,  lest  of  him  men  wende 
That  the  hote  fyr  of  love  him  brende.  490 

71.  And  seyde,  he  hadde  a  fever  and  frade 
But  how  it  was,  oertasm,  can  I  not  seye, 
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If  thai  his  lA^  nndentood  not  this, 
Or  ffliyned  hir  she  nisto,  oon  of  the  tweye ; 
Bttt  wel  I  rede  that,  hy  no  mansr  weyei 
He  semed  it  [ss]  that  she  of  him  rooghte, 
Kor  of  his  peiyne,  or  wba^«o-«Ter  he 
thoni^te. 

78.  Bat  than  fel  to  this  Troylos  snoh  wo, 
That  he  was  wel  neigh  wood ;  for  ay  his 

drede  499 

Was  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loTtd  so, 
That  ne^wr  of  him  she  wolde  ha^e  taken 

hede; 
For  whiohe  him  theoghte  he  fette  his 

herte  blade. 
Me  of  his  wo  ne  dorste  he  not  biginne 
To  tellen  it,  lor  al  this  world  to  winne. 

78.  Bat  whanne  he  hadde  a  space  firo  his 

oare,  5PS 

Thus  to  him^self  fill  ofte  he  gan  to  i^ciyne ; 
He  aayde,  *  O  fool,  now  art  thoa  in  the 

snare, 
That  whiUNU  japedest  at  loves  peyne ; 
Now  artow  hent,  now  .gnaw  thyn  owene 

oheyne; 
Thoa  were  ay  wont  eche  lovere  reprehende 
Of  thing  firo  which  thoa  canst  thee  nat 

defends.  5" 

7i.^What  wole  now  every  lover  seyn  of 

thee. 
If  this  be  wist,  bat  ever  in  thyn  absence 
Laoghen  in  scorn,  and  seyn,  **lo,  ther 

goothhe. 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gret  sapience,     515 
That  held  as  loveres  leest  in  reverence ! 
Now,  thonked  be  god,  he  may  goon  in  the 


Of  hem  that  Love  list  febly  for  to  avaimoe ! 

76.^Bat,  O  thoa  woftd  Troilas,  god  wolde, 
8in  thow  most  loven  thargh  thy  destinee. 
That  thow  beset  were  on  swioh  oon  that 
■holds  5^1 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakkede  hir  pitee : 
Bat  al  BO  cold  in  love,  towardes  thee. 
Thy  lady  is»  as  firast  in  winter  mone,  SH 
And  thoa  fordoon,  assnow  in  fyr  is  sone.** 

76.^aod  wolde  I  were  a^yved  in  the  port 
Of  deeth,  to  which  my  sorwe  wil  me  lede ! 


A,  lord,  to  me  it  were  a  greet  comfort ; 
Then  were  I  qait  of  langaisBhing  in  drede. 
For  by  s^yn  hidda  Borwe  y-bk>we  on  breds 
I  shal  bi-japed  been  a  thousand  tyme  531 
More  than  that  fool  of  whos  folye  men 
ryme. 

77.^  Bat  now  help  god,  and  jre,  swete,  Ibr 

whom 
I  plejnie,  y-caoght,  ye,  never  wight  so 

fiiste!  534 

O  mercy,  dere  herte,  and  help  me  iVom 
The  deeth,  for  I,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

laste. 
More  than  my-self  wol  love  yow  to  my 

laste. 
And  with  som  Areendly  look  gladeth  me, 

swete. 
Though  never  more  thing  ye  me  bi-heteT 

78.  Thiswordesandftilmanyean-otherto 
He  spak,  and  called  ever  in  his  oom- 

pkynta  54» 

Hir  name,  for  to  tellen  hir  his  wo, 
TU  neigh  that  he  in  salte  teres  dreynte. 
Al  was  for  nought,  she  herde  nonght  his 

pleynte; 
And  whan  that  he  bithoa^te  <m  that 

folye,  545 

A  thousand  fold  his  wo  gan  maltiplye. 

79.  Bi-wayling  in  his  chambre  thasallone, 
A  fifeend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandarci 
Com  ones  in  anwar,  and  herde  hSgrone, 
And  soy  his  fireend  in  swich  distreese  and 

care:  55o 

*  Alias !'  qaod  he,  '  who  caoseth  al  this 

iare? 
O  mercy,  god!   what  anhap  may  this 

mene? 
Han  now  thus  sons  erekes  maad  yow 

lene? 

80.4)r  hastow  som  remors  ofoonsoienoe, 
Andartnowfilleinsomdsvocioan,  555 
And  waylest  for  thy  sinne  and  thjoi 

offence. 
And  hast  Ibr  ferde  caoght  attrioioon  ? 
Ood  save  hem  that  bi-seged  ban  oar  toan. 
And  so  can  leye  oar  jolytee  on  presM, 
And  bring  our  lasty  folk  to  holinesse!' 
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81.  These  wordet  Beyde  he  for  Uie  nones 

alle,  561 

That  with  swioh  thing  he  mighte  him 

Kngry  maken, 
And  with  an  angre  don  his  sorwe  falle, 
As  for  the  tjme,  and  his  oorage  awaken  ; 
Bat  wel  he  wiste,  as  fer  as  tonges  spaken, 
Ther  nas  a  man  of  gretter  hardinesse  566 
Than  he,  ne  more  desired  worthinesse. 

8a  *  What  cas,'  quod  Troilns,  '  or  what 

aventnre 
Hath  gyded  thee  to  see  my  langoisshinge, 
That  am  reftis  of  every  ereatore  ?         570 
Bat  for  the  love  of  god,  at  my  preyinge, 
€k>  henne  a-way,  for  cartes,  my  deyinge 
Wol  thee  disese,  and  I  mot  nodes  deye ; 
Therefor  go  wey,  ther  is  no  more  to  seye. 

88.*Bat  if  thoa  wene  I  be  Urns  syk  for 

drede,  575 

It  is  not  so,  and  ther-for  scome  noaght ; 
Ther  is  a-nother  thing  I  take  of  hede 
Wel  more  than  ought  the  Ghrekes  han 

y-wrooght, 
Which  cause  is  of  my  deeth,  for  sorwe 

and  thought. 
But  though  that  I  now  telle  thee  it  ne 

leste,  580 

Be  thoa  nought  wrooth,  I  hyde  it  for  the 

bests.' 

84.  This  l^ftsd^r^j  that  neigh  malt  for  wo 

and  routhe, 
Ful  often  seyde,  *  aUas !  what  may  this  be? 
Now  freend,'  quod  he,  *  if  ever  love  or 

trouthe 
Hath  been,  or  is,  bi-twizen  thee  and  me, 
Ne  do  thou  never  swiche  a  orueltee     586 
To  hyde  fro  thy  freend  so  greet  a  care ; 
Wostow  nought  wel  that  it  am  I,  Pandare? 

86.  ^  wole  parten  with  thee  al  thy  psyne, 
If  it  be  so  I  do  thee  no  oomfort,  590 

As  it  is  freendes  right,  sooth  for  to  sej^e, 
To  entreparten  wo,  as  glad  deeport. 
I  have,  and  shal,  for  trewe  or  fals  report, 
In  wrong  and  right  y-k»ved  thee  al  my 
lyve;  594 

Hyd  not  thy  wo  fro  me,  but  telle  it  blyve.' 

86.  Then  gan  thisscnwful  Troilus  to  syke, 
And  seyde  him  thus,  *  god  leve  it  be  my 


To  telle  it  thee;  for,  sith  it  may  thee 

lyke» 
Yet  wola  I  telle  it,  though  n^yn  herte 

breste;  599 

And  wel  wot  I  thou  mayst  do  me  no  rests. 
But  lest  thow  deme  I  trusts  not  to  thee, 
Now  herkne,  freend,  for  thus  it  stant  with 

me. 

87.  Love,  a-yeins  the  which  who-so  de- 
fendeth 

Him-selven  most,  him  alder-Isst  avayleth, 
With  desespeir  so  sorwAilly  me  offendeth. 
That  streyght  un-to  the  deeth  myn  herte 
sayleth.  606 

Ther-to  desyr  so  brenningly  me  assaylleth, 
That  to  ben  slayn  it  were  a  gretter  joye 
To  me  than  king  of  Grece  been  and  Trojre ! 

88.  Suffiseth  this,  my  ftOle  freend  Pandare, 
That  I  have  seyd,  for  now  wostow  my  wo  j 
And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  colde  care  61  a 
So  hyd  it  wel,  I  telle  it  never  to  mo ; 
For  harmes  mighte  iblwen,  mo  than  two. 
If  it  were  wist ;  but  be  thou  in  gladnesse, 
And  lat  me  sterve,  tmknowe,  of  my  dis- 

tresse.'  616 

88.  *How  hastow  thus   unkin4ely  and 

longe 
Hid  this  fro  me,  thou  fool?'  quod  Pan* 

darus; 

*  Paraunter  thou  might  after  swich  oon 

long©. 
That  myn  avys  anoon  may  helpen  us.'  6ao 

*  This  were  a  wonder  thing,'  quod  Troilus, 
*Thou  coudest  never  in  love  thy^ven 

wisse; 
How  devel  majrstow  bringen  me  to  blisse  ? ' 

90.  *  Ye,  Troilus,  now  herke,'  quod  Pan- 
dare, 

*  Though  I  be  n3rce  ;  it  happeth  ofte  so,  6^5 
That  oon  that  exces  doth  ftil  yvele  fiire 
By  good  counseyl  can  kepe  his  freend 

ther-fro. 
I  have  my-self  eek  seyn  a  blind  man  go 
Ther-as  he  fel  that  coude  loke  wyde ; 
A  fool  may  eek  a  wys  man  ofte  g^e.  639 

91.  A  whetston  is  no  kerving  instrument, 
And  yet  it  maketh  sharps  kerving-tolis. 
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And  ther  thow  woost  that  I  have  ought 

miswent) 
Esohewe  them  that,  for  swioh  thing  to 

thee  soole  is ; 
Thni  oft«  wyM  men  ben  war  by  folia.  655 
If  thoa  do  80,  thy  wit  is  wel  biwared ; 
By  his  oontrarie  is  every  thing  declared. 

92.  For  how  might  ever  aweetneaw  have 
beknowe 
J  .  To  him  that  nerer^ta^ted  bitterneeM  ? 
'  -^  "^^  Ne  no  man  i^y  be  inly  gla^,*  I'trowe,  640 
V^*^  ^  That  never  was  in  sorwe  or  som  il  !■(  umuo ; 
•«.w  '  Bek  whsrt  by  blak,  hy  shame  eek  worthi- 
"jtui^"         nesse, 

Eoh  set  by  other,  more  for  other  eemeth ; 
As  men  may  see;   and  so  the  wyse  it 
demet.h. 

98.  Sith  thus  of  two  contraries  is  a  lore, 
I,  that  have  in  love  so  ofte  assayed     646 
Grevaunoes,  ougfate  conne,  and  wel  the 

more 
Connsayllen  thee  of  that  thon  art  amayed. 
Eek  thee  ne  onghte  nat  ben  yvel  api^yed, 
Though  I  desyre  with  thee  for  to  here  6so 
Thyn  hevy  charge ;  it  shal  the  lasse  dere. 

94.  I  woot  wel  that  it  fareth  thus  by  me 
As  to  thy  brother  Paiys  an  herdesse, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Ofinone,        654 
Wroot  in  a  compleynt  of  hir  hevinesse : 
Ye  sey  the  lettre  that  she  wroot,  y  geese?' 

*  Nay,  never  yet,  y-wis,*  quod  Troilus. 

*  Now,'  qnod  Pandare,  *  herkneth  ;  it  was 

thns.— 

95.  **  Phebus,  that  first  fond  art  of  medi- 
cyne," 

Qood  she,  **and  ooude  in  every  wightes 
care  660 

Bemede  and  reed,  hy  herbes  he  knew  Qme, 
Yet  tohim-self  his  oonninge  was  ftd  bare ; 
For  love  hadde  him  so  boonden  in  a  snare, 
Al  for  the  donghter  of  the  kinge  Admete, 
That  al  his  craft  ne  conde  his  sorwe 
bete."—  665 

96.  Bight  so  £Etfe  I,  unhappily  for  me ; 
Hove  oon  best,  and  that  me  smerteth  sore ; 
AAd  yet,  parannter,  can  I  rede  thee, 
And  not  my*self ;  repreve  me  no  more.  669 
I  have  no  canse,  I  woot  wel,  for  to  sore 


As  doth  an  hank   that   Usteth   for  to 

pleye, 
Bat  to  thyn  help  yet  somwhat  can  I  seye. 

97.  And  of  o  thing  right  sikermaystow  be, 
That  oertayn,  for  to  d^yen  in  the  peyne, 
That  I  shal  never-mo  discoveren  thee ;  675 
Ne,  by  my  tronthe,  I  kepe  nat  restreyne 
Thee  fro  thy  love,  tho|^  that  it  were 

Eleyne, 
That  is  thy  brotheies  wyf;  if  ioh  it  wiste; 
Be  what  she  be,  and  love  hir  as  thee  lista 

98.  Therfore,  as  freend   fUlioh   in   me 
assure,  6&0 

And  tel  me  piat  what  is  thyn  enchesoon, 
And  final  eanse  of  wo  that  ye  endure ; 
Fbr  donteth  no-thing,  myn  entenoioon 
Nis  nought  to  yow  of  reprehencioun 
To  speke  as   now,   for  no  wight    may 
bireve  685 

A  man  to  love,  til  that  him  list  to  leve.    . 

99.  And  witeth  wel,  that  bothe  two  bei^ 
vyoes, 

Histrasten  alle,  or  elles  alls  leve  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  the  mene  of  it  no  vyce  is, 
For  for  to  tmsten  sum  wight  isapreve  690 
Of  trouthe,  and  for^thy  wolde  I  fliyn  re< 

meve 
Thy  wrong  oonoeytef  and  do  thee  som 

wij^ttriste. 
Thy  wo  to  telle ;  and  tel  me,  if  thee  listen 

100.  The  wyse  seyth,  '*wo  him  that  is 
allone. 

For,  and  he  ftlle,  ha  hath  noon  help  to 
ryse ;"  695 

And  sith  thou  hast  a  folave,  tel  thy  mono; 
For  this  nis  not,  oertesm,  the  nexte  wyse 
To  winnen  love,  as  tedien  us  the  wyse. 
To  walwe  and  wepe  as  Niobe  the  quene, 
Whos  teres  yet  in  marbel  been  y^ene.  700 

101.  Lat  be  thy  weping  and  thy  drerinesse^ 
And  lat  us  Ussen  wo  with  other  speohe ; 
So  may  thy  woAil  tyme  seme  lessa 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  seche,        704 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  hir  sorwes  eche 
With  sorwe,  whan  they  han  misaventare, 
And  listen  noii|^t  to  seche  hem  other 

.  .  cure. 
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102.  Mdn  8€tyn,   "to  -wrecche  is  oonso- 

laoioon 
To  have  an-other  folawe  in  hi8  peyne ; " 
That  OQghte  wel  ben  our  opinioonf       710 
For,  bothe  thou  and  I,  of  love  we  pleyne ; 
So  M  of  sorwe  am  I,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
That  oerteynly  no  more  harde  grace 
May  dtte  on  me,  for^why  ther  is   no 

space. 

108.  If  godwolethonartnotagastof  me, 
Lest  I  wolde  of  thy  lady  thee  bigyle,  716 
Thow  wost  thy-self  whom  that  I  love, 

Pardee, 
As  I  best  can,  gon  sithen  longe  whyle. 
And  sitli  thou  wost  I  do  it  for  no  wyle,  719 
And  sith  I  am  he  that  thou  tristest  most, 
Tel  me  samwhat,  sin  al  my  wo  thou  wost' 

104.  Tet  Troilns,  for  al  this,  no  word 
seyde. 

Bat  longe  he  la^  as  stille  as  he  ded  were; 
And  after  this  with  sylunge  he  abreyde, 
And  to  Fandams  voys  he  lente  his  ere,  fas 
And  np  his  eyen  caste  he,  that  in  fere 
Was  Fandarns,  lest  that  in  freneaye 
He  sholde  fklle,  or  elles  sons  dye  : 

105.  And  oxyde  *a-wake'  M  w(mderly 
andsharpe; 

,  *  What  ?  slombrestow  as  in  a  lytargye  ? 
Or  artow  lyk  an  asse  to  the  harpe,       731 
That  hereUi  soon,  whan  men  the  strenges 

plye, 
Bat  in  his  minde  of  that  no  melodye 
Mi^  sinken,  him  to  glade,  for  that  he 
Sodalisofhisbestialitee?'  735 

100.  And  with  that  Ffendare  of  his  wordes 

stente; 
Bat  Troilos  yet  him  no  word  answerde, 
For>wfay  to  telle  nas  not  his  entente 
To  never  no  man,  for  whom  that  he  so 

ferde.  739 

For  it  is  seyd,  *  man  makeUi  ofte  a  yerde 
With  which  the  maker  is  him-eelf  y-beten 
In  sondxy  maner,*  as  thise  wyse  treten, 

107.  And  namely,  in  his  counsel  tellinge 
That  toaoheth  love  that  ooghte  be  seoree ; 
For  of  him-eelf  it  vrolde  y-noogh  oat- 
springe,  745 


Bat-if  that  it  the  bet  governed  be. 
Eek  som-tyme  it  is  craft  to  seme  flee 
Fro  thingwhich  in  effect  men  hantefaste; 
Al  this  gan  Troilos  in  his  herte  caste. 

108.  Bat  nathelees,  whan  he  had  herd 
himcrye  750 

*  Awake  I '  he  gan  to  syke  wonder  sore, 
And  sejrde,  *  Areend,  thoogh  that  I  stille 

lye, 
I  am  not  deef ;  nowpees,  and  cry  no  more; 
For  I  have  herd  thy  wordes  and  thy  lore; 
Batsaffirememymiaoheftobiwayle,  755 
For  thy  proverbes  may  me  nought  avaylOt 

109.  ^Nor  other  ooze  canstow  noon  for  me. 
Sek  I  nil  not  be  oared,  I  wd  deye ; 
What  knowe  I  of  the  qaene  Niobe  ? 

Lat  be  thyne  olde  ensaomples,  I  thee 
preye.'  760 

'  No,'  qaod  tho  Fandarn^  *therfoTe  I  seye, 
Swich  is  delyt  of  foles  to  biwepe 
Hir  wo,  bat  seken  bote  they  ne  kepe. 

110.  Now  knowe  I  that  ther  reson  in  thee 
fiayleth. 

Bat  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  die  were    7^ 
For  whom  that  thee  al  this  misaanter 

ayleth, 
Dorstestow  that  I  tolde  hir  in  hir  ere 
Thy  wo,  sith  thoa  darst  not  thy-self  for 

fere, 
And  hir  bisooghte  on  thee  to  han  som 

routhe?' 

*  Why,  nay,*  qaod  he,  *  by  god  and  1^  niy 

troathe !'  770 

111.  *What?notasbislly,'qaodFandaras, 

*  As  thoagh  myn  owene  lyf  lay  on  this 

nede?' 

*  No,  certes,  brother,'  qaod  this  li^ilas. 
'And  why?'— *  For  that  thoa  sholdest 

never  spede.' 

*  Wostow  that  wel  ? '— •  Ye,  that  is  oat  of 

drede,'  775 

Qaod  Troilas,  *  for  al  that  ever  ye  oonne, 
She  nil  to  noon  swich  wrecohe  as  I  be 

wonne.' 

112.  Qnod  Fandams,  'alias!  what  may 
this  be,' 

That  tlum  deqpeyred  art  thos  oaoselees  ? 
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What?  UTethnoithylAdyf  bemedicUe!  780 
How  wostow  80  thftt  thou  art  gnotleei  ? 
Swioh  yvttl  is  not  alwey  boteleet. 
Why,  pat  not  impoflriUe  thiu  thy  onrei 
Sin  thing  to  oome  is  ofte  in  aventore. 

118.'  I  grannto  wel  that  thou  endnreit  wo 
7   Am  aharp  as  doth  he,  Ticiut,  in  helle,   786 
<  Whos  stomak  foolea  tyren  ever-mo 
'That  highta  Toltnria,  as  bokes  telle. 
But  I  may  not  endure  that  thoa  dwelle 
In  80  nnddlftd  an  opinionn  790 

That  of  thy  wo  is  no  ooxaoiotin. 

114.  ^t  ones   niltow,  for  thy  ooward 

herte. 
And  for  thyn  ire  and  folisfa  wilfUneMe, 
For  wantroft,  tellen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Ne  to  ihyn  owene  help  do  bisinesse  795 
As  mnche  as  speke  a  resoon  more  or  lesse, 
Bat  lyest  as  he  that  list  of  no-thing  recche. 
What   womman    coade    love    swioh    a 

wreoche? 

115.^  What  may  she  demen  other  of  thy 

deeth, 
If  thoa  thus  deye,  and  she  not  why  it  is,  800 
Bat  that  for  fere  is  yolden  op  thy  breeth, 
For  Grekes  han  biseged  as,  y-wis  ? 
Lord,  which  a  thank  than  shaltowhan  of 

this! 
Thos  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  toon  at 

ones, 
"  Tlie  wreoohe  is  deed,  the  derel  have  his 

bones!'*  805 

1161  Thoa  mayst  aUone  here  wepe  and 

orye  and  knele ; 
Bat,  loTS  a  woman  that  she  woot   it 

noaght, 
And  she  wol  qoyte  that  thoa  shalt  not 

fele; 
XJnknowe,  onkist,  and  lost  that  is  an- 

sought. 
What  t  many  a  man  hath  lore  fol  dere 

y-booght  810 

Twenty  winter  that  his  lady  wiste, 
That  never  yet  his  lady  month  he  kiste. 

117.  What?  shalde  ho  therfor  falLsn  in 

despeyr, 
Or  be  recreaont  for  his  owene  tene, 


Or  sleen  him-seU;  al  be  his  lady  ftijr  ?  8j5 
Nay,  nay,  but  ever  in  oon  be  firesh  and 

grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hertes  qnene, 
And  thenke  it  is  a  gaerdoan  hir  to  serve 
A  thoasand-fold  more  than  he  can  deserve.* 

118.  And  of  that  word  took  hede  Troilas, 
And  thoaghte  anoon  what  folye  he  was 

inne,  831 

And  how  that  sooth  him  soyde  Pandaroa, 
That  for  to  sleen  him-self  mighte  he  not 

winne, 
Batbothedoonanmanhodandasinne,  824 
And  of  his  deeth  his  lady  noaght  to  wyte ; 
For  of  his  wo,  god  woot,  she  knew  ftil  lyte. 

119.  And  with  that  thoaght  he  gan  ftil 
sore^yke. 

And  seyde,  *  alias !  what  is  me  best  to  do?  * 
To  whom  Pandare  answerde,  *  if  thee  lyke. 
The  best  is  that  thoa  telle  me  thy  wo;  850 
And  have  my  troathe,  bat  thoa  it  flnde  so, 
I  be  thy  bote,  or  that  it  be  ftil  longe, 
Topeces  do  me  draws,  and  sithen  honge  I' 

120.  *  Ye,  so  thoa  seyst,*  qood  Troilas  tho, 
^allas! 

Bat,  god  wot,  it  is  not  the  rather  so ;  835 
Fol  hard  were  it  to  helpen  in  this  oas, 
For  wel  flnde  I  that  Fortone  is  my  fo, 
Ne  alle  the  men  that  ryden  conne  or  go 
May  of  hir  crnel  wheel  the  harm  with- 

stonde; 
For,  as  hir  list,  she  pleyeth  with  free  and 

bonde.'  840 

121.  Qaod  J^imdaras,  *than  Uamestow 
Fortane 

For  thoa  art  wrooth,  ye,  now  at  eist  I  see ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  that  Fortane  is  commune 
To  every  maner  wight  in  som  degree?  844 
And  yet  thoa  hast  this  comfort,  lo,  pardee ! 
That,  as  hir  joyes  moten  over-goon, 
80  mote  hir  sorwes  passen  everiohoon., 

122.  ^or  if  hir  wheel  stinte  any-thing  to 
tome. 

Than  oessed  she  Fortane  anoon  to  be  : 
Now,  sith  hir  wheel   by  no  wey  may 
scjome,  850 

What  wostow  if  hir  matabilitee 
Bight  as  thy-selvcn  list,  wol  doon  by  thee, 
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Or  that  she  be  not  f er  fro  thyn  helpinge  ? 
Pftraimter,  thoa  hast  oftose  for  to  singe ! 

128/And  therfbr  wostow  what  I  thee 
beseohe  ?  855 

Lat  be  thy  wo  and  taming  to  the  groonde ; 
For  who-eo  list  have  helping  of  his  leohe, 
To  him  bihoyeth  first  unwrye  his  wounde. 
To  Cerberos  in  helle  ay  be  I  boonde, 
Were  it  for  my  soster,  al  thy  sorwe,  860 
By  my  wil,  she  sholde  al  be  thyn  to-morwe. 

124.  Loke  ap,  I  seye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
Anoon,  that  I  may  goon  abonte  thy  nede ; 
Knowe  ich  hir  ought?  for  my  love,  tel  me 

this;  8d4 

Than  wolde  I  hopen  rather  for  to  spede.* 
Tho  gan  the  veyne  of  Troilns  to  blede, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  reed  for  sluune ; 
*  A  ha ! '  qaod  Fandare,  *  here  biginneth 

game!' 

125.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  him  for 
to  shake, 

And  seyde,  *  theef;  thou  shalt  hir  name 
telle.»  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilns  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  han  lad  him  in-to 

helle, 
And  seyde,  *  alias !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle, 
Than  is  my  swete  fo  called  Criseyde !' 
And  wel  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 
deyde,  875 

126.  And  whan  that  Pandare  herde  hir 
name  nevene, 

Lord,  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  *  fireend  so 

dere, 
Now  fare  a-righ  t,  for  Joves  name  in  hevene, 
Love  hath  biset  thee  wel,  be  of  good  chere ; 
For  of  good   name   and   wysdom   and 

manere  880 

She  hath  y-nongh,  and  eek  of  gentilesse ; 
If  she  be  fayr,  thow  wost  thy-eelf,  I  gesse. 

127.  Ne  I  never  saw  a  more  bonntevons 
Of  hir  estat,  ne  a  gladder,  ne  of  speche 

A  freendlier,  ne  a  more  gracious  8S5 

For  to  do  wel,  ne  lasse  hadde  nede  to 

seohe 
What  for  to  doon ;  and  al  this  bet  to  eche, 
In  honour,  to  as  fer  as  she  may  streoche, 
A  kingee  herte  semeth  by  hires  a  wrecche. 


128.  And  for-thy  loke  of  good  oomfixrt 
then  be;  890 

For  oerteinly,  the  firste  poynt  is  this 
Of  noble  oorage  and  wel  ordeyn^ 
A  man  to  have  pees  with  himFself  ,  y-wis ; 
So  onghtest  thou,  for  nought  bat  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel,  and  in  a  worthy  place;  895 
Thee  oaghte  not  to  depe  it  hap,  bat  graoe. 

129.  "^And  also  thenk,  and  ther-with  glade 
thee, 

That  sith  thy  lady  vertaoos  is  al, 
So  folweth  it  that  ther  is  som  pitee 
Amonges  alle  thise  othere  in  general;  900 
And  foT'thy  see  that  thoa,  in  special, 
Beqaere  nought  that  is  ayein  hir  name ; 
For  vertoe  streooheth  not  him-self  to 
shame. 

180.  But  wel  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bom, 
That  Uiou  biset  art  in  so  good  aplace;  905 
For  by  my  trouthe,  in  love  I  dorste  have 

sworn. 
Thee  sholde  never  han  tid  thus  fayr  a 

grace; 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  thou  were  wont  to 

chaoe 
At  love  in  soom,  and  for  despyt  him 

calle 
'*  S^jnt  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  fides  aUe."*  910 

181. ^How  often  hastow  maad  thy  nyoe 

japes, 
And  Boyd,  that  loves  servants  everiohome 
Of  nycetee  ben  verray  goddes  apes ; 
And  some  wolde  monche  hir  mete  alone, 
Ligging  a-bedde,  and  make  hem  fbr  to 

grone ;  915 

And  som,  thou  seydest,  hadde  a  blaonche 

fevere, 
And  prejrdest  god  he  sholde  never  kevere ! 

182.  And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem,  for 
the  colde, 

More  than  y^nough,  so  seydestow  fol  ofte ; 

And  some  han  feyned  ofte  tyme,and  tolde 

How  that  they  wake,  whan  they  slepen 
sofbe;  921 

And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hem- 
self  a-loAe, 

And  nathelees  were  under  at  the  laste ; 

Thus  seydestow,  and  japedest  tal  &ste. 
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188/ Tet  feydestow,  thst,  for  the  more 
part,  9«5 

These  loveres  wolden  ipeke  in  genenJ, 
And  thonghten  that  it  was  a  sflLer  art, 
iux-^  JLPor  fHyling,  for  to  asaayen  over-aL 

Kow  may  I  jape  of  thee,  if  that  I  shal ! 
Bat  nathelees,  though  that  I  sholde  deye, 
That  thou  art  noon  of  tho,  that  dorste  I 
■^ye.  93» 

iSA.  Now  beet  thy  brest,  and  B«y  to  god 

ofloye, 
"  Thy  graee,  lord !  for  now  I  me  repente 
If  I  mis  spak,  for  now  my-eelf  I  love :" 
That  f«y  with  al  thyn  herte  in  good  en- 
tente.* 955 
Qaod  Xroibtf,  *  n !  lord !  I  me  oonaente, 
And  pray  to  thee  my  japes  thoa  foryivei 
And  I  shal  newMnors  whyl  I  live.' 

136.  *ThowsQy8twel,'qaodPandare,*and 

now  I  hope 
That  thou  the  goddes  wratthe  hast  al 

apesed ;  940 

Andsiihen then  hast wepen  manyadrope, 
And  seyd  swich  thing  wher-with  thy  god 

isplesed, 
Now  wolde  never  god  hat  thoa  were  esed ; 
And  think  wel,  she  of  whom  rist  al  thy  wo 
Here-«fter  may  thy  comfort  been  al-ao.  945 

18e.'ror  thilke  groond,  that  ber««h  the 

wedes  wikke, 
Bereth  eek  thise  holsom  herbes,  as  Mofke 
Next  the  foole  netle,  roagh  and  thihke, 
The  rose  waxetii  swote  and  smothe  and 

Bofte; 
And  next  the  valey  is  the  hil  a-loAe ;  990 
And  next   the  derke  night   the   glade 

morwe , 
And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 

187.  ^ow  lokethat  atempre  be  thy  biydel, 
And,  for  the  bests,  ay  soffreto  the  tyde, 
Or  elles  al  oar  laboar  is  <m  ydel ;  955 

He  hasteth  wet  that  wysly  can  abyde ; 
Be  diligent,  and  trewe,  and  ay  wel  hyde. 
Be  Insty,  ftee,  persevere  in  thy  servyie, 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thoa  werke  in  this  wyse. 

ISa'Bat   he  that   parted  is   in   every 

place  9^ 

Is  no-wher  hool,  as  writen  olerkes  wyse ; 


What  wonder  is,  thoa^  swieh  oon  have 

no  grace? 
Eek  wostow  how  it  f areth  of  som  servyse  f 
As  i>laante  a  tre  or  herbe,  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  on  tho  morwe  polle  it  ap  as  blyve,  965 
No  wonder  is,  thoagh  itmay  never  thiyve. 

189.  ^Andsith  that  god  of  love  hath  thee 

bistowed 
In  place  digne  on-to  thy  worthinesse, 
Stondfaste,fortogood  port  hastow  rowed; 
And  of  thy-self;  for  any  hevinesse,       970 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  bat-if  drerinesse 
Or  over-haste  oar  bothe  laboar  shende, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

140.  ^And  wostow  why  I  am  the  lasse  a- 

foed 
Of  this  matsre  with  my  neoe  trete  ?     975 
For  this  have  I  herd  seyd  of  wyse  y-lered, 
"  Was  never  man  ne  woman  3ret  bigete 
That  was  vnMipi  to  soifiren  loves  hete 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kinde ;"         979 
For-thy  som  grace  I  hope  in  hir  to  ilnde. 

Ul.^And  fbr  to  speke  of  hir  in  special, 
Hir  beaatee  to  bithinken  and  hir  yoathe, 
It  sH  hir  noaght  to  be  celestial 
As  yet,  thoagh  that  hir  lists  bothe  and 
ooathe;  9&I 

Bat  trewely,  it  sete  hir  wel  right  noathe 
A  worthy  knight  to  loven  and  cheryee. 
And  bat  she  do,  I  holde  itlTor  a  vyoe. 

142.^Wherfbre  I  am,  and  wd  be,  ay  redy 
To  pesme  me  to  do  yow  this  servyse ; 
For  bothe  yow  to  plese  thus  hope  I     990 
Her-afterward ;  for  ye  beth  bothe  wyse, 
And  oonne  it  coanseyl  kepe  in  swich  a 

wyse. 
That  no  man  shal  the  wyser  of  it  be ; 
And  so  we  may  be  gladed  alle  three. 

Ii8.  ^And,  by  my  troathe,  I  have  right 
now  of  thee  995 

A  good  conoeyt  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse, 
And  what  it  is,  I  wol  now  that  thoa  see. 
I  thenke,  sith  that  love,  of  his  goodnesse, 
Hath  thee  converted  oat  of  wikkednesse, 
That  thoa  shalt  be   the   besto  i>ost,  I 
leve,  »«» 

Of  al  his  lay,  and  most  his  foos  to-greva 
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144.  Enwamplft  why,  see  now  these  vryse 

olerkes, 
That  erren  aldennost  a-yein  a  lawe, 
And  ben   converted   from   hir  wikked 

werkes 
Thorne^  grace  of  g;od,  that  list  hem  to 

him  drawoi  1005 

Than  am  they  folk  that  han  most  god  in 

awe, 
And   strengest-feythed   been,   I   onder- 

stonde, 
And  oonne  an  erronr  alder-best  with- 

etonde.' 

146.  Whan  ^I^Uiis  had  herd  Fandare 
assented 

To  been  his  help  inloving  of  Criscyde,  lozo 
Wez  of  his  wo,  as  who  seyth,  nn  tormented, 
Bat  hotter  wex  his  love,  and  thus  he  Beyde, 
With  sobre  chore,  al-though'  his  herte 
pleyde, 

*  Now  blisM  Venus  helpe,  er  that  I  sterve, 
Of  thee,  Pandare,  I  may  som  thank  de- 
serve. 1015 

146.^  Bat,  dere  frend,  how  shal  myn  wo 

benlesse 
Til  this  be  doon  ?  and  goode,  eek  tel  me 

this, 
How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresse  ? 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  this  drede  I  most, 

y-wis,' 
Or  nil  not  here  or  trowen  how  it  i&    1020 
Al  this  drede  I,  and  eek  for  the  manere 
Of  thee,  hir  eem,  she  nil  no  swich  thing 

here.' 

147.  Qaod  Fandarns,  *thoa  hast  a  fhl 
gretcare 

Lest  that  the  cherl  may  £ftlle  oat  of  the 
mono !  1024 

Why,  lord !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nyoe  fare ! 
Why,  entremete  of  that  thoa  hast  to  done ! 
For  goddes  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone, 
So  lat  me  alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  beste.' — 

*  Why,  friend,'  quod  he,  *•  now  do  right  as 

theeleste. 

148.^  Bat  herke,  Fandare,  o  word,  for  I 
nolde  1030 

That  thou  in  me  wendest  so  greet  folye. 
That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  sholde 


That  toaoheth  harm  or  any  vilenye ; 
For  dredelees,  me  were  lever  dye       1034 
Than  she  of  me  oaght  elles  imderstode 
Bat  that,  that  mighte  soonen  in-togode.* 

149.  Tho  loagh  this  Fandare,  and  anoon 

*  And  I  thy  Dorw  ?  iy !  no  wight  dooth 

bat  so; 
I  roaghte  noaght  thoagh  that  she  stode 

and  herde  1039 

How  that  thoa  seyst ;  batfiBure-wel,Iwolgo. 
A-diea!  beglad!  god  spede as bothe two! 
Tif  me  this  laboar  and  this  besinesse, 
And  of  my  speed  be  thyn  al  that  I 


160.  Tho  TtqUiu  gan  doan  on  knees  to 
falle,  1044 

And  Fandare  in  his  aimes  hente  fitfte, 

And  seyde,  *  now,  fy  on  the  Grekes  alle ! 

Tet,  paxdee,  god  shal  helpe  as  at  the  laste; 

And  dredelees,  if  that  my  lyf  may  laste. 

And  god  to-fom,  lo,  som  of  hem  shal 
smerte ; 

And  yet  me  athinketh  that  this  avannt 
me  asterte !  1050 

161.^  Now,  Fandare,  I  can  no  more  seye, 
Bat  thoa  wys,  thoa  west,  thou  mayst, 

thoa  art  al ! 
My  lyf,  my  deeth,  hod  in  thyn  honde 

I  leye ; 
Help  now/  quod  he.  *  Yis,  by  my  trouthe, 

Ishaf*  ' 

*Qod  yelde  thee,  freend,  and   this  in 

special,'  1055 

Qaod  Troilos,  *  that  thoa  me  recomaonde 
T6  hir    that   to    the    deeth    me  may 

comaimde.' 

152.  This  Fandaros  tho,  desiroos  to  serve 
His ftillfi freend,  thanseydein  this  manere, 
*  Far-wel,  and  thenk  I  wol  thy  thank 

deserve ;  1060 

Have  here  my  troathe,  and  that  thou 

shalt  wel  here.' — 
And  wente  his  wey,  thenking  on  this 

matere, 
And  how  he  best  mighte  hir  beeeche  of 

grace, 
And  finde  a  tyme  ther-to,  and  a  place. 
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158.  For  evtiy  wight  thAt  hath  an  hona 

to  fonnde  lo^ 

Ke  ranneth  nought  the  werh  for  to  hi- 

ginne 
With  rakel  hond,  bat  he  wol  bjde  a 

■toande, 
Andiendehisherteflyne  oat  fro  with-inne 
Alderflrst  his  pnrpoe  for  to  winne.      1069 
Al  thii  Pandare  in  his  herte  thoaghte, 
And  caste  his  irerk   ftil  wytilj^  or   he 

wrooghte. 

154.  Batl^Uof.laythonolengerdoan, 
Bat  ap  anoon  ap-on  his  stede  bay, 
And  in^the  fold  he  pleyde  tho  leoan ; 
Wo  was  that  Greek  that  with  him  mette 
that  day.  1075 

And  in  the  toon  his  maner  tho  forth  ay 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  eoh  him  lorede  that  lokedon  his  flioe. 


156.  For  he  Uoom  the  flrendlyeste  wight, 
Thegentileste,andeek  the  moste  free,  1080 
The  thriftieste  and  oon  the  beste  knight, 
Tliat  in  his  tyme  was,  or  mighte  be. 
Dede  were  his  japes  and  his  oroeltee. 
His    heighe    port    and     his     manere 

estraonge, 
And  eoh  of  tho  gan  ior  a  verta  ohaonge. 

166.  Now  lat  OS  siinte   of  Troilos  a 

stoonde,  1086 

That  &reth   lyk  a  man  that   hart  is 

sore, 
And  is  somdel  of  akinge  of  his  woande 
Y-lissed  wel,  bat  heled  no  del  more  : 
And,  as  an  eiy  pacient,  the  lore  1090 

Abit  of  him  that  gooth  aboate  his  core ; 
And  thus  he  drjrTeth  forth  his  aventnre. 

Explicit  Liber  Primva. 
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iBclpit  prohemliiip  oecimdi  Mbrl* 

1.  Out  of  these  blake  wawes  for  to  sayle, 
O  wind,  O  wind,  the  weder  ginneth  olere ; 
For  in  this  see  the  boot  hath  swich  tra- 

vayle, 
Of  my  conning  that  onnethe  I  it  stere : 
This  see  clepe  I  the  tempestoos  matere  5 
Of  desespeyr  that  Troilos  was  inne : 
Bat  now  of  hope  the  calendes  biginne. 

a.  O  lady  myn,  that  called  art  Cleo, 
Thoa  be  my  speed  ftt>  this  forth,  and  my 

mase, 
To  ryme  wel  this  book,  til  I  have  do ;     10 
Me  nedeth  here  noon  other  art  to  ase. 
For-why  to  every  lovere  I  me  exoose, 
tThat  of  no  sentement  I  this  endyte, 
(Bat  oat  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  wxyte. 

8.  Wherfore  I  nil  have  neither  thank  ne 
blame  15 

Of  al  this  werk,  bat  pray  yow  mekely, 
Bisblameth  me,  if  any  word  be  lame, 
For  as  myn.  aaotor  seyde,  so  seye  I. 
Bek  though  I  speke  of  love  anfellngly, 


Now<mderis,  for  it  no-thing  of  newe  is  ,*  to 
A  blind  man  can  nat  joggen  wel  in  hewis. 

4.  Ye  knowe  eek,  that  in  forme  of  speohe  ) 

is  ohaonge 
With-inne  a  thoasand  yeer,  and  wordss 

tho 
That  hadden  piys,  now  wonder  nyoe  and 

strannge 
Us  thinketh  hem ;  and  yet  they  spake 

hem  so,  as 

And  spedde  as  wel  in  love  as  men  now  do; 
Eek  for  to  winne  love  in  sondry  ages, 
In  sondry  londes,  sondry  been  osages. 

6.  And  for-thy  if  it  happe  in  any  wyse. 
That  here  be  any  lovere  in  this  place    y> 
That  herkeneth,  as  Uie  story  wol  devyse, 
How  Troilas  com  to  his  lady  grace. 
And  thenketh,  so  nolde  I  nat  love  porw 

chace, 
Or  wondreth  on  his  speohe  and  his  doinge, 
I  noot ;  bat  it  is  me  no  wonderinge ;     35 

6.  For  every  wight  which  that  to  Rome 

went. 
Halt  nat  o  path,  or  alwey  o  manere ; 
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Eek  in  som  land  were  al  the  gtAmen  shent, 
If  that  they  ferde  in  l<yve  as  men  don  here, 
Ab  thns,  in  open  doing  or  in  chere,  40 
In  yisitinge,  in  forme,  or  seyde  hir  iawes ; 
For-thy  men  seyn,  ech  contree  hath  his 
lawes. 

7.  Eekfloardyheenther in thisplaoe  three 
That  han  in  love  seyd  lyk  and  doon  in  al ; 
For  to  thy  pnrpoB  this  may  lykea  thee,  45 
And  thee  right  nought,  yet  al  is  seyd  or 

shal; 
Eek  som  men  grave  in  tree,  som  in  stoon 

-wal, 
As  it  hitit ;  hat  sin  I  have  begonne, 
Ifyn  aaotor  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  oonne. 

Explicit  prohemitun  Secnndl  LibrL 

Indpit  Liber  Secnndiia. 

8.  In  May,  that  moder  is  of  monUies  glade, 
That  fresshe  flonres,  blewe,  and  whyte, 

and  rede,  51 

Ben  qoike  agayn,  that  winter  dede  made, 
And  ftil  of  hawme  is  fietinge  every  mede ; 
Whan  Phebns  doth  his  hrighte  hemes 

sprede 
Bight  in  the  whyte  fiole,  it  so  hitidde    55 
As  I  shal  singe,  on  Mayes  day  the  thridde, 

9.  That  Fandarns,  for  al  his  wyse  speche, 
-Felte  eek  his  part  of  loves  shottes  kene, 
That,  oonde  he  never  so  wel  of  loving 

preche, 
It  made  his  hewe  arday  ftil  oifte  grene ;  60 
So  shoqp  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  hedde  he  wente. 
And  made,  or  it  was  day,  ftilmanya  wente. 

10.  TheswalweProign^withasorwftillay, 
Whan  morwe  com,  gan  make  hir  wey- 

mentinge,  6$ 

Why  she  forshapen  was ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  a-hedde,  half  in  a  slomeringe. 
Til  she  BO  neigh  him  made  hir  chiteringe 
How  Terens  gan  forth  hir  snster  take, 
That  with  the  noyse  of  hir  he  gan  a-wake ; 

11.  And  gan  to  oalle,  and  dresse  him  up 
toxyse,  7» 

Bememhringe  him  his  erand  was  to  done 
From  Troilns,  and  eek  his  greet  empzyse  j 


And  caste  and  knew  in  good  plyt  was  the 

mone 
To  doon  viage,  and  took  his  wey  ftil  sone 
T7n-to  his  neoes  -palBja  ther  bi<4yde ;      76 
KTow  Janus,  god  of  entree,  thon  him  gyde ! 

12.  Whan  he  was  oome  nn-to  his  neoes 
place, 

*  Wher  is  my  lady  ?'  to  hir  folk  seyde  he; 
And  they  him  tolde ;  and  he  forth  in  gan 

pace,  80 

And  fond,  two  othere  ladyes  sete  and  she 
With-inneapaved  parlour;  and  they  three  1 
Herden  a  mayden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  ^e  Sege  of  Thebes,  whyl  hem  leste.  84  , 

18.  Qnod  Eandams,  *  ma  dame,  god  yow  see, 
With  al  yovqr  book  and  al  the  oompanye  1' 
'  £^,  onole  myn,  welcome  y-wis,*  qnod  she. 
And  up  she  roos,  and  by  tiie  hond  in  hye 
She  took  him  faste,  and  seyde,  *  this  night 

thrye. 
To  goode  mote  it  tnme,  of  yow  I  mette !  * 
And  with  that  word  she  donn  on  bench 

him  sette.  91 

11,  *  Ye,  neoe,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet. 
If  god  wole,  al  this  year,'  qaed  Fandanu ; 
'  Bat  I  am  sory  that  I  have  yow  let  94. 
To  herknen  of  your  book  ye  preysen  thns; 
For  goddes  love,  what  seith  it  ?  tel  it  ns. 
Is  it  of  love  ?  O,  som  good  ye  me  lere !' 

*  Uncle,'  qnod  she,  'yonr  maistreese  is  not 

here  !* 

16.  Wiih.  that  they  gonnen  laughe,  and 
-  tho  she  seyde,  99 

*  This  romaance  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede ; 
And  we  han  herd  how  that  king  Lains 

deyde 
ThnrghEdippns  his  sone,  and  al  that  dede; 
And  here  we  stenten  at  these  lettres  rede, 
How  the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 
Amphiorax,  fil  thnrgh  thegronnd  to  helle.* 

16.  Qnod  Fandarns,  *  al  this  knowe  I  my- 
selve,  106 

And  al  th'assege  of  Thebes  and  the  care; 

Forher-ofbeenthermakedbokestwelve}—  - 

Bat  lat  be  this,  and  tel  me  how  ye  fare ; 

Bo  wey  your  barbe,  and  shew  yonr  £Roe 
biure;  no 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


BookIL] 


ZtMw  Mb  Ctiiftj^ 


223 


Do  my  yonr  book,  ryn  np^  and  lat  rut 

dftonott, 
And  lat  ns  don  to  May  som  obsenrannoe.' 

17.  'A!  god  forbeder  qnod  iha,  'be  ye 
mad? 

Is  that  a  widewef  lyf ,  so  god  you  save  ? 
^ffod,  ye  maken  ma  right  sore  a-drad,  115 
Ye  ben  so  wilde,  it  semeth  as  ye  rare ! 
It  sete  me  wel  bet  ay  in  a  oaTS 
To  bidde,  and  rede  on  holy  seyntes  lyres : 
La*  maydens  fon  to  datmce,  and  yonge 
'wyvee.' 

18.  *  As  ever  thz3rvel,' quod  yM*^'^^*'^ 

*  Yet  conde  I  telle  a  thing  to  doon  yon 

pleye.*  121 

*  Now  nncle  dere,'  qnod  she,  *  tel  it  ns 
For  goddes  love ;  is  than  th'assege  awejre? 
I  am  of  Grekes  so  ferd  that  I  deya* 
*Kay,  nay/  qnod  he,  *as  ever  mote  I 

thrsrve!  W5 

It  is  a  thing  wel  bet  than  swiche  fyve.* 

19.  *  Ye,  holy  god!*  qnod  she,  'what  thing 
is  that? 

What?  bet  than  swiohe  fyve?   ey,  nay, 

y-wisi 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  reden  idiat 
It  sh<^de  been ;  som  jape,  I  trowe,  is  this; 
And  but  yoiir«elven  telle  nswhat  it  is,  131 
My  wit  is  for  to  arede  it  al  to  lene ; 
As  help  me  god,  I  noot  nat  what  ye  mene.* 

SO.  'And  I  yoor  borow,  ne  never  shal, 

forme, 
This  thing  be  told  to  yow,  as  mote  I 

thryve!*  135 

*  And  why  so,  uncle  myn  ?  why80?'qnod 

she. 
*]^  god,*  qnod  he,  'that  wole  I  telle  as 

Wyve; 
For  prouder  womman  were  ther  noon  on- 

lyre. 
And  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  tonn  of  Troye ; 
I  jape  nou^t,  as  ever  have  I  joye ! '     140 

21.  Tho  gan  she  wondren  more  than  bi- 

A  thousand  fold,  and  donnhir  ^yen  oaste; 
For  never,  nth  the  tyme  that  she  was  bom, 
To  knows  thing  desired  she  so  fiMte ;  144 


And  with  a  i^k  she  ssyda  him  at  the  lasts, 
'Now,  unde  myn,  I  nil  jrow  nought  dis- 

plese, 
Nor  axen  more,  that  may  do  yow  dlsese.' 

2S.  So  after  this,  with  many  werdes  glade. 
And  fireendly  tales,  and  with  meiy  chere. 
Of  this  and  that  thv  pluyde,  said  gmnnsQ 

wade  ijD 

In  many  an   unkonth  f^Md  and   deep 

matere, 
As  fireendes  doon,  iHian  they  ben  mat 

y-fere; 
Til  she  gan  axen  him  how  Xotor  ferde. 
That  was  the  tonnes  wal  and  Grekes  yerde. 

28.  '  Ful  wel,  I  thanke  it  god,'  quod  Pan- 
dams,  155 
'Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a  Utel  wounde ; 
And  eek  his  fresohe  brother  TroUuf, 
The  wyse  worthy  Xotor  the  Moounde, 
In  whom  that  every  vertu  list  abonnde. 
As  alio  trouthe  and  alle  gentilloese,     160 
Wysdom,  honour,  fredom,  and  worthi- 


24.  'In  good  feith,  eem,*  quod  she,  'that 
lykethme; 

They  fiuren  wel,  god  save  hem  bothe  two! 
For  trewely  I  ludde  it  greet  deyntee 
A  kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do,        165 
And  been  of  good  oondioionns  ther-to ; 
For  greet  power  and  moral  vertu  here 
Is  selde  y-eeye  in  o  persone  y-fere.' 

25.  'In  good  feith,  that  is  sooth,*  quod 
Pandams; 

'  But,  by  my  trouthe,  the  king  hath  sones 
tweye,  i^ 

That  is  to  mene,  Betor  and  Tioilus, 
That  certainly,  though  that  I  sholde  deye, 
They  been  as  voyde  of  vyoes,  dar  I  soye, 
As  any  men  that  liveth  under  the  Sonne, 
Hir  might  is  wyde  y-knowe,  and  what 
they  oonne.  175 

26.  ^  Of  Ector  nedeth  it  nought  for  to  telle ; 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  a  bettre  knight 
Than  he,  that  is  of  worthinesse  welle ; 
And  he  wel  more  vertu  hath  than  might. 
This  knoweth  many  a  wys  and  worthy 

Wight  180 
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Tbe  mme  prys  ofTroilus  I  seye, 
Gkxl  help  me  go,  I  knowe  not  twiche 
twesre.* 

27.  *  By  god/  qaod  she,  *  of  Eotor  that  is 

sooth; 
Of  Troilus  the  same  thing  trowe  I ; 
For  dredelees,  men  tellen  that  he  dooth 
In  armes  day  hy  day  so  worthily,         i86 
And  hereth  him  here  at  hoom  so  gentilly 
To  every  wight,  that  al  the  pry>  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  me  were  levest  preysed  be.' 

2a  « Ye  seyri^t  sooth,  y-wis,*  quod  Pan- 
dams;  190 

*For  yesterday,  who-so  hadde  with  him 
been, 

He  might  have  wondred  np-on  Troilns ; 

For  never  yet  so  thikke  a  swarm  of  been 

Ke  fleigh,  as  Ghrekes  fro  him  gonne  fleen; 

And  thorngh  the  feld,  in  every  wightes 
ere,  i95 

Ther  nas  no  cry  but  "Troilus  is  there!'* 

29.^Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  hem 

sofSaste, 
Ther  nas  but  Grekes  blood ;  and  Troilns, 
Now  hem  he  horte,  and  hem  alle  donn  he 

oaste; 
Ay  where  he  wente  it  was  arayed  thns :  aoo 
He  was  hir  deeth,  and  sheld  and  lyf  for  tub  ; 
That  as  that  day  ther  dorate  noon  with- 

stonde, 
Whyl  that  he  held  his  blody  swerd  in 

honde. 

80.  Therto  he  is  the  freendlieste  man 
Of  grete  estat,  that  ever  I  saw  my  lyve ; 
And  wher  him  list,  best  felawshipe  can  306 
To  sache  as  him  thinketh  able  for  to 

thryve.* 
And  with  that  word  tho  Fandams,  as 

blyve, 
He  took  his  leve,  and  seyde,  *  I  wol  go 

henne :' 
*  Kay,  blame  have  I,  myn  nnde,'  qnod  she 

thenne.  axo 

81.  *•  What  fyleth  yow  to  be  thus  wery 
sone, 

And  nft"i*^^'^^  of  wommen  ?  wol  ye  so  ? 
Nay,  sitteth  down ;  by  god,  I  have  to  done 


With  yow,  to  speke  of  wisdom  er  ye  ga' 
And  every  wight  that  was  a4)onte  hem 

tho,  215 

That  herde  that,  gan  fer  a-wey  to  stonde, 
Whyl  they  two  hadde  al  that  hem  liste 

in  honde. 

82.  Whan  that  hir  tale  al  brought  was  to 

anende 
Of  hire  estat  and  of  hir  govemannce,  a  19 
Quod  Fandaras,  *  now  is  it  tyme  I  wende ; 
Bat  yet,  I  seye,  aryseth,  lat  us  daunoe. 
And  cast  your   widwes   habit   to   mis- 

ohaunce : 
What  list  yoir  thus  your-self  to  disfigure, 
Sith  yow  is  tid  thus  fair  an  aventure  ?' 

88.  *  A !  wel  bithought  I  for  love  of  god,* 
quod  she,  22$ 

*  Shal  I  not  witen  what  ye  mene  of  this?' 

*  No,  this  thing  axeth  layser, '  tho  quod  he, 

*  And  eek  me  wolde  muohe  greve,  y-wis. 
If  I  it  tolde,  and  ye  it  toke  amis. 

Tet  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  230 
Than  seye  a  sooth  that  were  ayeios  your 
wille. 

84.^  For,  nece,  by  the  goddesse  Hinerve, 
And  Juppiter,  that  maketh  the  thonder 

ringe. 
And  by  the  blisftd  Venus  that  I  serve, 
Ye  been   the  womman   in   this  world 

livinge,  235 

With-oute  paramours,  to  my  witinge, 
That  I  best  love,  and  lothest  am  to  greve. 
And  that  y^  witen  wel  your-self,  I  leve.' 

85.  *  Y-wis,  myn  imole,'  quod  she,  *  grant 

metGy; 
Your  fteendship  have  I  founden  ever  yit ; 
I  am  to  no  man  holden  trewely  241 

So  muohe   as   yow,  and  have  so  litel 

quit; 
And,  with  the  grace  of  god,  emforth  my 

wit. 
As  in  my  gilt  I  shal  you  never  offende ; 
And  if  I  have  er  this,  I  wol  amende.    245 

86.^  But,  for  the  love  of  god,  I  yow  be- 

seche, 
As  ye  ben  he  that  I  moet  love  and  triste, 
Lat  be  to  me  your  fremde  maner  speohe, 
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And  sey  to  me,  yonr  oeoe,  what  yowUste :' 
And  wiih.  that  word  hir  unole  anoon  hir 
kiste,  250 

And  seyde,  *  gladly,  leve  need  dere, 
Tak  it  for  good  that  I  shal  seye  yow  here.' 

87.  With  that  she  gan  hir  «yen  doun  to 

caste, 
And  Pandams  to  ooghe  gan  a  lyte,      254 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  alwey,  lo !  to  the  laste, 
HowHK>  it  be  that  som  men  hem  delyte 
VnUi  subtil  art  hir  tales  for  to  endyte, 
Tet  for  al  that,  in  hir  entenci<mn, 
Hir  tale  is  al  for  som  oonolnsioiin. 

88.^And  sithen   th'ende  is  STexy*  tales 
strengthe,  «6o 

And  this  matere  is  so  bihovely; 
What  sholde  I  peynte  or  diawen  it  on 

lengthe 
Toyow,  that  been  my  fireend  so  feithfolly ?* 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  right  inwardly 
Biholden  hir,  and  loken  on  hir  £»oe,  26$ 
And  seyde,  *on  soohe  a  miroor  goode 
grace!' 

89.  Than  thoni^te  he  thus,  *  if  I  my  tale 

endyte 
Oog^t  hard,  or  make  ainrooes  any  whyle, 
She  shal  no  sscvonr  han  therein  bat  lyte, 
And  trowe  I  wolde  hir  in  my  wil  bigyle. 
For  tendre  wittes  wenen  al  be  wyle      271 
Ther-as  th^ean  nat  pleynly  imderstonde ; 
7or-thy  hir  wit  to  serven  yrol  I  fonde ' — 

40.  And  loked  on  hir  In  a  besy  wyse,   974 
And  she  was  war  that  he  byheld  hir  so. 
And  seyde,  *lord!  so  &ste  ye  me  Kvyne ! 
Seyye  me  never  er  now?  what  sey ye,  no?' 
'Yes,  yes,' quod  he,  *andbetwoleerlgo; 
Bat,  by  my  troathe,   I  thonghte  now 

ify^ 
Be  fortanat,  for  now  men  shal  it  see.  aSo 

41.*For  to  every  ^rig^  som  goodly  aven- 

tore 
Som  ^yme  is  shH^^i^l^d  it  can  reoeyven ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  core. 
Whan  that  it  oometh,  bat  wilfttUjr  it 

weyven, 
Lo,  neither  cas  nor  fortune  him  dec^yren, 


But  right  hisvenray  slouthe  and wreoehed- 

nesse ;  aS6 

And  swioh  awight  is  for  to  blame,  Igesse. 

42.  (3ood  aventure,  O  bele  nece,  have  ye 
Ful  lightly  fbonden,  and  ye  oonne  it  take; 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  and  eek  of  me, 
Oacche  it  anoon,  lest  aventure  slake,    api 
What  sholde  I  longer  proces  of  it  make? 
Tif  me  your  hond,  fox  in  ibis;  world  H 

noon, 
If  thai  you  list,  a  wig^t  so  wel  begoon.  *94 

48.  And  sith  I  speke  of  good  entenoioun. 
As  I  to  yow  have  told  wel  here-bifom, 
And  love  as  wel  your  honour  and  renoun 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-bom ; 
By  aUe  the  othes  that  I  have  yow  sworn. 
And  ye  be  wrooth  therfore,  or  wene  I  lye,^ 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  efb  with  yfi.    501 

44.  Beth  nought  agast,  ne  quaketh  nat ; 

wher-to? 
Ne  ohaungeth  nat  for  fere  so  your  hewe; , 
For  hardely,  the  werste  of  this  is  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  as  now  be  to  yow 

newe,  joj 

Yet  trist  alwey,  ye  shal  me  ilnde  trewe ; 
And  were  it  thing   that  me  thoughts 

untfltUnge, 
To  yow  nolde  I  no  swiche  tales  bringe.* 

46.  *Now,  my  good  eem,  tor  goddes  love, 
Ipr^ye,'  309 

Quod  she,  'com  of,  and  tel  me  what  it  is; 
For  bothe  I  am  agwt  what  ye  wol  seye, 
And  eek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis. 
Fcnr  whether  it  be  wel  or  be  amis, 
Sey  on,  lat  me  not  in  this  fere  dwelle  :* 
*So  wol  I  doon,  now  herkneth,  I  shal 
telle:  315 

46.^  Now,  nece  myn,  the  kingesdere  sons, 
The  goode,  wyse,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  free, 
Which  alwey  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone, 
The  noble  Troilus,  so  loveth  thee. 
That,  hot  ye  helpe,  it  wol  his  bane  be.  320 
Lo,  here  is  al,  what  sholde  I  more  seye  ? 
Doth  what  yow  list,  to  make  him  live  or 
deye. 

47;^  But  if  ye  lete  him  deye,  I  wol  sterve; 
Have  her  my  tronthe,  nece,  I  nil  not  lyen; 
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Al  aholde  I  wi£h  tills  knyf  aoy  thzoto 
kerve*—  325 

With  thAt  the  t«res  bzaste  oat  of  hisyexx, 

And  seyde,  *if  that  ye  doon  us  bothe 
dyeii| 

Thus  gilteleee,  than  have  ye  flsdied  fkiie; 

What  mende  ye,  thov^^  that  we  bothd 
apeyref 

4a'^A]lasI  he  -wtiUt  tha*  U  my  lord  so 

dere,  33© 

That  trewe  man,  that  noUe  gentil  knii^t, 

That  nonght  denxeth  bat  yoor  fireendly 

chere, 
I  see  him  deye,  ther  he  goth  up-right, 
And  hasteth  him,  with  al  his  fiille  might, 
For  to  be  Bla3m,  if  fortune  wol  assente ;  335 
Alias!   that  god  yow  swleh  a  beautee 
sentel 

Ad.^  If  it  be  BO  that  ye  so  oroel  be, 

That  of  his  deeth  yow  liste  nought  to 

xeoohe, 
That  is  so  trewe  and  worthy,  as  ye  see, 
Ko  more  than  of  a  japere  or  a  wreoohe,  340 
If  ye  be  swioh,  your  beautee  may  not 

strecohe 
To  make  amendes  of  so  cruel  a  dede ; 
A'vysement  is  good  bifore  the  nede.  ^ 

60.  Wo  worth  the  faire  gemmie  vertulees  I 
Wo  worth  that  herbe  also  that  doolh  no 

hotel  345 

Wo  worth  thai  beautee  that  is  roathelees ! 
Wo  worth  that  wi^t  that  tret  ech  under 

fotet 
And  ye,  that  been  of  beaatee  crop  and 

rote. 
If  therwith-al  in  you  ther  be  no  routhe, 
Than  is  it  hann  ye  Uven,  by  my  :trouthe! 

6l/And  also  thenkwel,  that  Ihis  is  no 
gaude ;  351 

For  me  were  lever,  thou  and  I  and  he 
Were  hanged,  than  I  sholde  been  his 

bauds, 
As  heye,  as  men  mighte  on  us  alls  y-see : 
Iamthyneem,the8hameweretome,  355 
As  wel  as  thee,  if  that  I  sholde  assente, 
Thorugh  myn  abet^  that  he  thyn  honour 
shente. 


62*^  How  nnderstond,  for  I  yow  ngught 

requere 
To  binde  yow  to  him  thorugh  no  behests, 
But  only  that  ye  make  him  bettre  ohere  360 
Than  ye  han  doon  er  this,  and  more  feste, 
So  that  his  lyf  be  sayed,  at  the  leste . 
This  al  and  som,  and  playnly  our  entente; 
€k)d  heipe  me  so,  I  never  other  mente.  364. 

68/Lo,  this  request  is  not  butskile,  y-wis, 
Ne  doute  of  reson,  paxdee,  is  ther  noon. 
I  sette  the  worste  that  ys  dxedden  this. 
Hen  wolden  wimdren  seen  him  come  or 

goon: 
Ther«yeins  answers  I  thus  a-noon,     369 
That  evezy  wight,  but  he  be  fool  of  kinde, 
Wdl  deme  it  love  of  freendship  ia  his  ' 

mindew 

54."  What?  who  wol  deme,  though  he  see 

aman 
To  temple  go,  that  he  the  images  eteth  f 
Thenk  eek  how  wel  and  wysly  that  he  can 
Govezne  him-self,  that  he  no-thing  foiw 

yeteth,  375 

That,  wher  he  oometh,  he  pzysand  thank 

himgeteth; 
And  eek  ther-to,  he  shal  come  here  so 


it  though  al  the  toun 


What  fors 
behelde? 


66.^  Swioh  love  of  fireendes  regneth  al  this 

toun; 
And  wzye  yow  in  that  mantel  ever-mo ; 
And,  god  so  wis  be  mj  savaoioun,         381 
As  I  have  seyd,  your  bests  is  to  do  so. 
But  alw^,  goods  neoe,  to  stinte  his  wo, 
So  lat  your  daunger  sucred  ben  a  lyte, 
That  of  his  deeth  ye  be  nought  for  to 

wyte.'  385 

66.  Crispyde,  which  that  herde  him  in 

this  wyse, 
ISioughte,  *  I  shal  fele  what  he  maneth, 

y-wis.* 
*Now,  eem,'  quod  she,  *what  wolde  ye 

devyse, 
What  is  your  reed  I  sholde  doon  of  this?' 
*That  is  wel  seyd,'  quod  he,  *oertayn, 

best  is  390, 
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Tbaiys  him  lov«  a^vin  fi)V  hii  knriUfe, 
Am  1o?«  far  lore  It  ikilftil  ffurdcmfnge. 

{ 07.^79ieiik  Mk,  liow  elde  wrnMh  evacy 

lionre 
'  TneoheofyowAptftyofbeaiitM; 
Aikl  theifore,  er  that  agft  iliM  dtfTOore^  395 
Go  loTe,  for,  olda,  ther  wol  no  "wicht  of 

thee. 
Lai  this  proverhe  a  lore  un-to  yow  he ; 
9  '^  To  late  jMwar,  quod  Beantee»  -whan  it 
paste;" 
And  elde  daimteth  dannger  at  the  laate. 

68.^  The  kingea  fool  is  woned  to  OKjen 

loode,  400 

Whan  thai  him  thinketh  a  wotsmaa 

herethhirhjft 
"  So  loDge  mote  ye  Uta,  and  aUe  pcoude, 
Til  onmm  feet  be  growe  imdev  your  yO, 
And  aenda  yow  thanna  a  miroor  in  to 
piyfi  404. 

Bi  whiehe  jremayaae  srovr  &oe»4Benrel'r 
Neoe,  I  tiui  wiMhe  yow  no  more  aonre.' 

60.  With  thia  hestente,  and  oaate  adonm 

the  heed, 
And  ^  faigan  to  liteate  a-wepe  anooo. 
And  a^yde^  *aUaa,  &r  wol  why  neie  I 

deed? 
For  of  this  worid  the  0iith  ia  al  agoon !  410 
Alias !  what  aholden  atraange  to  me  doon, 
"When  he,  that  far  my  heate  fireend  I 

wende, 
Bet  me  to  love,  and  aholde  it  me  detfbnde  ? 

ao/AUaal  Iw61dehantmated,doatdeea, 
That  if  that  I,  thnxgh  my  diaaventore,  415 
Had  lored  other  him  or  Aohillea, 
Bctor,  or  any  mannea  oreatore, 
Te  nolde  han  had  no  many  ne  meanre 
On  me,  hat  alwgy  had  me  ia.  repreve ; 
Thia  iiSm^  world,  allaa  1  who  may-it  lave? 

ei.'^What?  iathiaalthejoyeandalthe 
lieate?  421 

la  thia  your  reed,  ia  thia  my  hliaftil  oaa  f 
la  thia  the  "vepay  made  of  yoor  hehoate  ? 
la  al  this  peynted  prooea  aayd,  allaa !  424 
Bight  for  thia  lyn  r  O  la^  myn,  FtOlaa  I 
Thon  in  thia  dredftil  oaa  for  me  pun^ye ; 
Vor  Bo  aatonSad  am  I  that  I  daye !' 


ea.  Wmk  that  the  gan  f^  aonrftOly  to 

ayke; 
*A1  may  it  he  no  bet?*  qoodPandania^ 
'Qy  god,  I  ahal  no^noce  oome  here  thia 

wyke,  430 

And  god  tofarn,  that  am  miatmated  thna ; 
I  aee  fill  wel  that  ye  aette  lyte  of  na, 
Or  of  our  deeth  I  AUmI  IwoftilwreooheJ 
ICig^te  he  yet  liTe,  of  me  ia  non^t  to 


6aL'Oenielgod,Odiqpito«aelUrte,    455 
O  Toriea  three  of  heUe,  on  yow  I  orye  ! 
8<j  Uit  me  never  out  of  thia  hona  departe, 
If  that  I  mente  harm  or  Tflanye  1 
But  aith  I  aee  my  lord  mot  nedea  dye. 
And  I  with  him,  here  I  me  ahzyve,  and 
aeye  440 

That  wikkedly  ye  doon  na  bothe  deye. 

Ql^Biit  aith  it  Ij^uth  yow  that  I  be 

deed, 
Sy  Naptonna,  that  god  ia  of  the  aee. 
Fro  thia  forth  dial  I  never  eten  breed 
Til  I  myn  owene  herte  blood  may  aee ;  445 
For  oertayn,  I  wole  deye  aa  aone  aa  he ' — 
And  np  he  aterte,  and  on  Ida  way  he 

nrnghte. 
Til  ahe  agayn  him  by  the  lappa  eaaghta^ 

66.  Q^aeyde,  which  that  wel  neigh  atarf 

forfbre, 
So  aa  ahe  waa  the  farftilleate  wight      450 
niat  mighte  be,  and  herde  eek  with  hir 

ere, 
And  aaw  the  aorwftdemeat  of  the  knight, 
And  in  hia  prej^ere  eek  saw  noon  onright, 
And  for  the  harm  that  mli^ite  eekfoUen 


She  gan  to  rewe,  and  dradde  hir  wonder 
aare;  455 

66.  And  thonghte  thna,  *  nnhappea  fallen 

thikke 
Alday  for  love,  and  in  awieh  maner  oaa, 
As  men  ben  omel  in  hem-self  and  w&ke ; 
And  if  this  man  alee  here  him-aelf,  allaa ! 
In  my  preaenoe,  it  wol  be  no  aolaa.      460 
What  men  wolde  of  hit  deme  I  eau  nat 


It  nedeth  me  ftil  aleyly  for  to  playti* 


I  3 
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67.  And  wHh  »  Mirwfta  iQrk  Ab  aeyd» 
thiye, 

*A.f  lord!  wliatxnei8tida0Qxy«luntide! 
FormjnesUiinowlyfckinjiipar^ye,  4^ 
And  eek  xnyn  ernes  lyflyth  in  balannoe ; 
Bat  naUielees,  with  goddes  govemsnnod, 
I  shal  so  doon,  myn  honour  shal  I  hepe, 
And  eek  his  lyf  ;*  and  ttinte  for  to  wepe. 

68.  *0f  hannes  two,  the  lesm  is  for  to 
ohese;  A7^ 

Yet  hftTe  I  lever  makenlum  good  ohere 
In  honour,  than  myn  ernes  lyf  to  lese ; 
Ye  seyn,  ye  no-thing oUes  me  reqneref  * 
*  No,  wis,' quod  ha,  *myn  owene  neoe  dere.' 
*Kowwel,'qnod|h^,  *  and  I  wol  doon  my 
peyne;  475 

I  shal  myn  herte  syeins  my  last  oon- 


60.'^Biit  that  I  ni]»  sot  Jioldan  hitt  in 

honde, 
Ke  loyea  ntaar  ne  oan  I  not,  ne  may^ 
Ayeins  my  wil ;  hot  eIlesw<dIfonde, 
Jfyn  honour  sMi;  plese  him  txo  day  to 

dsy;  4fo 

Thar4o  nolde  I  nought  oneshaTeseyd  nay, 
But  that  I  dredde,  as  in  my  l^ta^fro ; 
But  oesM  oanse,  ay  oesseth  maladye. 

7QL^And  here  I  make  a  pzotestociotm, 
Thatinthisprocesifyedeppergo,     485 
3hat  oertaynly,  for.no  Bairao&oun 
Of  yow,  thoQ^  that  yeatenre  bothe  two>, 
Though  al  the  world  on  o  day  be  my  fo, 
He   shal  I  never  on  htm   han   other 

ronthe.'-— 
*I  grannte  wel,*  qaod  fSaadarey  'by  my 

troathe.  490 

71.  Bnt  mayltmstewelther-^f^quo^he, 
*That,  of  this  thing  that  ye  han  hi^tme 

here, 
Ye  w61.it  holden  trewly  nn-to  me  f '  . 
*ye,  dontoloos/  qnod  sl^  *myn  nnole 

dere.' 
*  Ne  that  I  shal  han  oanse  in  this  matere,' 
Quod  he^  *to  pleyne,  or  after  yow  to 

preohe  V  496 

*Why,  no,  pardee;  what  nedeth  more 

^peoher 


72.  Tho  Allan  thay  in  othere  tales  glade, 
Taatthelastoi'Ogood  eem,'qiiodi^ 

tho, 
^ror  love  of  god,  whiohihat  ns  bothe  > 

made,  SP^  > 

Tel  me  how  first  ye  wisten  of  his  wo:  i 

Wot  noon  of   hit  but  ye?'  He  seyde, 

•no/ 
•Can  he  wel  speke  of  love?'  qnod  die, 

'.  *I  preye, 
l]^me,forIthebeti 


79w  ThoPandanisalitelgantosmyle,    , 
And  seyde,  *  by  my  troathe,  I  shal  yow 

telle.  $06 

This  other  day,  nought  gon  ftal  longe 

whyle, 
In-with  the  paleys-gardyn,  by  a  weUe, 
Oanheandlwelhalfadaytodwelle,      :\vv^ 
Bight  for  to  speken  of  an  ordenannoe,  510 
Hbw  wa  the  Grekesmighte  iUsavaonoew 

74."^  Bene  after  that  bigonne  we  to  lepei 
Andeastenwithoardarteatoandf^,  . 
Til  at  the  laste  he  seyde,  he  wolde  slope. 
And  on  the  gres  a^oon  heleyde  him  tho; 
And  I  after  gan  rome  to  and  fro  516 

Til  that  I  herde,  as  that  I  welk  aUone, 
How  he  bigan  Ail  woftOly  to  gron^ 

76.'  Tho  gan  I  stalke  him  iofbely  bihinde, 
And  sikerly,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,      520 
As  I  oan  olepe  ay^  now  to  my  minda, 
Bight  thos  to  Love  he  gan  him  for  to 

pl^yne; 
He  seyde,  '*  lord  t  have  xoathe  ap-on  my 

peyne, 
Al  have  I  been  rebel  in  myn  entente ; 
Now,  mea  culpa,  lord  t  I  me  xepente.    525 

76r  O  god,  that  at  thy  dispoeioioon 
Ledest  the  fyn^  by  joste  porveyannbe, 
Of  every  wight,  my  lowe  oonfassloan 
Aooepte  in  gree,  and   send   me   swich 
penaonoe  5^ 

Aa  lyketh  thee,  bat  from  desesperaanoe. 
That  may  my  goost  departe  awey  fro  thee, 
Thoa  be  my  sheld,  Ibr  thy  benignitee. 

77^  Woe  oertts,  lord,  so.sore  hath  die  me 

woonded 
That  stod  in  blak,  with  loking  of  hir  y«n» 
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Thftfe  to  myn  liArteg  boteM  it  is  y^MQiidtd, 
Tbomgli  which  I  woot  th«t  I  motnedeg 

dyen;  536 

This  is  the  rnxnte,  I  darme  not U-wxyen ; 
And  wd  th«  hotter  been  the  flM«  Md«i 
Th«t  men  hem  wiyen  with  eMhen  pale 

anddede." 

7a^  With  that  he  imoot  hii  heed  adonn 
anoon,  540 

And  gan  to  motre,  I  noot  what,  trewely. 
And  I  with  that  gan  rtille  «w^  to  goon, 
And  leet  thexM>f  as  no-thing  wist  hadde  I, 
And  oome  ayein  anoon  and  stood  him  hFi 
And  sQyde,  "a-walLO,  ye  slepen  al  to 
l<w»ie;  545 

It  semeth  nat  that  love  dooth  yow  longe, 

TQJ*  That  depen  to  1h«t  no  man  may  yow 

wake. 
"Who  ley  erer  or  this  00  dni  a  man?** 
**  Ye,  freend,**  qnod  he,  ^^doyej^onrhedee 

ake 
For  love,  and  lat  me  liven  as  I  ean.**    550 
But  though  that  he  for  wo  was  pale  and 


Tet  made  he  tho  as  firesh  a  oontenaonee 
As  though  he  riiiilde  have  led  the  newe 
daonoe. 

80l^  This  pMiBdltoth»  ta  now,  this  other 

day, 
It  lid  that  I  com  coming  al  aUtme       535 
Into  his  ohaambre,  and  fond  how  that  he 

Up-on  his  bed ;  but  man  so  sore  grone 
Ne  herds  I  nevei^  and  what  that  was  his 

mono, 
NewistolnoDs^;  fae,asIwasf>ominge, 
Alsodeynly  he  leAe  his  oomplsynings.  560 

81.^  Of  which  I  took  somwhat  sospecioan. 
And  neer  I  com,  and  fond  he  wepte  sore ; 
And  god  so  wis  be  my  savadonn. 
As  never  of  thing  hadde  I  no  rontiie  more. 
Por  neither  with  engyn,  ne  with  no  lore, 
Vnethes  mighte.  I  £ro  the  deeth  him 
kepe;  566 

Thui  yet  fele  I  myn  herte  for  him  wfpe. 

Sa^Andgodwot,  never,  sith  thatlwas 

bom. 
Was  I  so  biq^  no  BMMi  fMP  to  i^reehe, 


Ke  never  was  to  wiglit  so  dspe  Twmxoky 
Or  he  me  tolde  who  mighte  been  his 
leoheb  571 

Bat  now  to  yow  rehersen  al  his  speohe. 
Or  alle  his  woftil  woides  ftur  to  soane, 
Ne  bid  me  not,  bat  ye  wol  see  me  swowne. 

88.^Bnt  for  to  save  his  lyf,  and  elles 
noaght,  575 

And  to  non  harm  of  yow,  thos  am  I 
driven; 

And  for  the  love  of  god  that  ns  hath 

WjiSAight, 

Swich  chore  him  dooth,  that  he  and  I 

may  liven. 
Now  have   I  plat   to  yow  myn  herte 

schriven;  579 

And  sin  ye  woot  that  myn  entente  is  dene, 
Tak  hede  ther-of,  for  I  non  yvel  mene. 

81  ^And  right  good  thrift,  I  psay  ta  god , 

have  ye, 
That  han  swich  oon  y^canght  wlth-onte 

net; 
And  be  ye  wys,  as  ye  ben  fidr  to  see, 
Wei  in  the  ring  than  ii  the  raby  9vL  5Q5 
Ther  were  never  two  so  wel  y-met, 
Whan  ye  ben  his  al  hool,  as  he  ii  yonre : 
Ther  mighiy  god  yet  graonte  as  see  that 

hoare!' 

86.  'Nay,  therof  spak  I  not,  a,  hat'  quod 

^^ 
'  As  hfllpe  me  god,  ye  shenden  eweiy  deel  f ' 
*  O  merpy,  dere  neoe,*  anoon  qood  h«)  591 
*What>«o  I  spak,  I  mente  nooi^t  bat 

weel. 
By  liars  the  god,  that  hebmed  is  of  steel ; 
l^kyw  both  noaght  wrooth,  my  Uood,  my 

n^eedere.' 
*Now  wel,*  gaod  she,  *foxyeven  be  it  here ! ' 

86k  With  this  he  took  his  leve,  and  hoom 

he  wente ;  596 

And  lord,  how  he  was  i^Uid  and  wel  bi- 

.ffooni 
Oriseyde  aroos,  no  longer  Ab  ne  stente. 
Bat  strao^it  in^Mr  closet  wente  anoon, 
And  Mtte  here  doto  as  stiUeas  any  stoon, 
And  evexy  word  gan  ap  and  doan  to 
wihde,  601 

That  he  hadde  seyd,  as  it  com  hir  to 
J 
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87.  And  ynx  mandttl  aitoiiled  in  hir 
thmiglit, 

Bight  for  thd  newe  om  ;  but  whan  that 

she 
Was  All  avystd,  tho  fimd  she  right  nought 
Ofperil,  vhysheooghteaferedbe.     606 
For  man  may  love,  of  possibilitee, 
A  womman  so,  his  herte  maj  to-breste, 
And  she  nooght  love  ayein,  bat-if  hir  leste. 

88.  But  as  she  sat  allone  and  thooghte 
thns,  610 

Th*asqiy  axoos  at  skazmish  al  with-onte, 
And  men  oiyde  in  the  strete,  *  see,  Troilns 
Hath  right  now  pot  to  flight  the  Qzekes 

route!' 
With  that  gan  al  hir  meynee  for  to  shonte, 
'  A !  go  we  see,  caste  up  the  latis  wyde  ; 
For  thorgh  this  strete  he  moot  to  palays 

ZTde}  616 

d9^  For  other  wegr  is  firo  the  yate  noon 
Of  Dardanns,  ther  open  is  the  cheyne.' 
With  that  oom  he  and  al  his  folk  anoon 
An  e^y  pas  rydinge,  in  routes  tweyne,  djo 
Bight  as  his  happy  day  was,  sooth  to  sejrne, 
For  which,  men  say,  m%y  non^^t  dis- 
turbed be 
That  shal  bidden  of  neoessltee. 

90.  This  Troilns  sat  on  his  baye  stede, 
Al  armed,  save  his  heed,  f ol  richely,    693 
And  wounded  mm  his  hors,  and  gan  to 

Uede, 
On  whiohe  he  rood  a  pas,  M  softely ; 
But  swioh  a  knightly  si^te,  trewely, 
Aawas  on  him,  was  nought,  with-outen 

Aule,  6^9 

To  loke  on  Mars,  that  god  is  of  bati^le. 

91.  Solyk  a  man  of  armes  and  a  knight 
He  was  to  seen,  ftilfild  of  heigh  prowesse; 
Fer  bothe  he  hadde  a  body  and  a  mi|^t 
To  doon  that  thing,  aswelashardiikesse; 
And  eek  to  seen  him  in  his  ^geie  him 

dresse,  6$$ 

1  So  fresh,  so  yong,  so  weldy  semed  he, 
'  It  was  an  hsFsn  iq;M»i  him  te  to  see. 

9SL  His  hehn  to-hewen  was  in  twenty 

places, 
That  by  a  tissew  heng^  his  bak  bihiade. 


His  sheld  to-dasshed  was  with  swerdes 

andmaoes,  640 

la  which  men  mighte  many  an  arwe 

finde 
That  thirled  hadde  horn  and  necf  and 

rinde; 
And  ay  the  peple  oiyde,  *  here  oometh  our 

joye. 
And,  next  his  brother,  holdere   up   of 

Troyel' 

98.  For  which  he  wez  a  litel  reed  for 

shame,  645 

Whan  he  the  peple  upK>n  him  herde 

oiyen, 
That  to  biholde  it  was  a  noble  game. 
How  sobreliche  he  caste  doun  his  ySn. 
Ciys^yda  gan  al  his  dhere  aspyen, 
And  leet  so  softe  it  in  hir  herte  sinke,  650 
That  to  hir-eelf  she  seyde,  *  who  yaf  me 
drinkef 

94.  For  of  hir  owene  thought  she  wez  al 

reed, 
Bemembringe  hir  right  thus,  *  lo,  this  is 

he 
Which  that  myn  uncle  swereth  he  moot 

be  deed. 
But  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pitee ;'  655 
And  with  thatthonght,  Jsr  puie  a-shamed , 

she 
Gan  in  hir  heed  to  puUe,  and  that  as 

£ute, 
Whyl  he  and  al  the  peple  for-by  paste, 

96.  And  gan  to  oaste  and  roUen  up  and 

doun 
With-lnne  hir  thought    his    excellent 

prowesse,  660 

And  his  estat,  and  also  his  renoun, 
His  wit,  his  shap,  and  eek  his  gentilesse ; 
But  most  hir  favour  was,  for  his  distresse 
Was  al  for  hir,  and  thoughte  it  was  a 

routhe 
To  sleen  swich  oon,  if  that  he  mente 

trouthe.  <^ 

96.  Kow  mighte  somenvyous  jangle  thufl^ 
*This  was  a  sodeyn  lofe,  how  mighteit  be 
That  she  so  lightly  lovede  Troilus 
Bight  for  thaflnttsli^l  ys,pasdeer 
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Kbiw  wlio-flo  m;^  io,  mold  1m  xt&tw 
tliaet  6;o 

For  every  ihinir,  a  ginning  hath  it  nede 
Xr  al  be  inroaglit,  witb-oiatai  any  diedei 

07.  Fori  My  non^t  that  she  to  eodeynly 
Taf  him  hir  love,  but  that  she  gan  eneJyne 
To  lyke  him  ftnt,  and  I  have  told  yow 
why;  675 

And  after  that,  hie  manhodand  his  pyne 
Hade  love  with-inne  hir  for  to  myne, 
For  which,  by  proces  and  by  good  servyse, 
He  gat  hir  love,  and  in  no  sodeya  wyae. 

96.  And  also  bUsfhlYenoSiWelaniyed,  680 
?  Satinhirsey^thehousofhevenetho, 
Disposed  wel,  and  with  aspeotes  ]?ayed, 
To  helpen  sely  Troilns  of  his  wo. 
And,  sooth  to  seyn,  she  nas  nat  al  a  fo 
To  Troilns  in  his  nativitee ;  685 

God  woot  that  wel  the  soner  spedde  he. 

99.  KowlatnsstinteofTroihisathrowe, 
niat  zydelh  forth,  and  lat  ns  tofume  fiiste 
Ua4o  Orissyde,  that  heng  hir  heed  Ail 

lowe* 
Iher-as  diesat  anone,and  gan  to  oaste  690 
Wher-on  she  wdde  ap^ynte  hir  at  the 


If  it  so  were  hir  eem  ne  wolde  asms, 
For  T^oflnf,  np-im  hir  Ibr  to  presse. 

100.  And,  lord  I  so  she  gan  in  hir  thought 
azgve 

la  this  oaten  oi  wMoh  I  have  yow 
told,  695 

And  what  to  doon  best  wars,  and  what 
esdme, 

That  i^ted  siie  fU  oAe  in  many  fiold. 

Kow  was  hir  herte  warm,  now  wasit  oold. 

And  what  s3ie  thonghte  somwhat  shal  I 
wiyte, 

Astomynamotorlistelhfbrtoendyte.  700 

101.  She  thonghte  wel,  that  Troilas  per- 
sone 

She  knew  by  si^lite  and  eek  his  gentil- 


Andthas  she  s^yde,  *al  were  it  nonght  to 

done, 
To  graunte  him  love,  yet,  for  his  worthi- 


It  wire  honoor,  with  plsy  and  with  glad* 
nesse,  705 

In  honestee,  with  swieh  a  lord  to  dele, 
For  myn  estat,  and  also  fw  his  hele. 

10&  Eek,  wel  wot  I  my  hinges  sone  is  he; 
And  sith  he  hath  to  see  me  swieh  de^ 
If  I  wolde  utterly  his  sighte  flee,  710 

Paraunter  he  mighte  have  me  in  dispyt, 
Thnrgh  which  I  mighte  stonde  in  worse 

plyt; 
Kow  were  I  -wys,  me  hate  to  porbhaoe, 
With-onten  nede,  ther  I  may  stonde  in 

graoef 

lOflL^  In  eveiy  thing,  I  woot,  ther  lyth  \ 

mesnre.  715 

For  though  a  man  fbrbede  dronkenesse,  ! 
He  nonght  ibrobet  that  evexy  oreatnre  I 
Be  drinkelees  for  alwey,  as  I  goie  ;  I 

Bek  sith  I  woot  for  me  is  his  distrease, 
I  ne  onghte  not  for  that  thing  him  des- 
py■^  720 

Sith  it  is  so,  he  meneth  in  good  wyse. 

104.  And  eek  I  knows,  of  longe  tyme 

agoon. 
His  thewes  goods,  and  that  he  is  not  nyoe. 
Ne  avaontonr,  si^th  men,  oertefai,  is  he 

zioon; 
To  wys  is  he  to  do  so  gret  a  vyoe ;         725 
Ne  als  I  nel  him  never  so  oheryoe, 
That  he  may  make  avaont,  by  juste  caose; 
Be  shal  menever  binde  in  swiohe  a  daosoi 

106.^  Kow  set  a  cas,  the  hardest  Is,  y-wis. 
Hen  mighten  dome  that  he  loveth  me :  730 
What  dishonoor  were  it  xm-to  me,  this  ? 
Haylhimletteofthat?  whynay.pardee! 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  here  and  see. 
Hen  loven  womman  al  this  toon  abonte ; 
Be  they  the  wersf  why,  nay,  with-onten 
doahe.  735 

lOa^I  thenk  eek  how  he  able  is  for  to 

have 
Of  al  this  noble  toon  the  thriftieste, 
To  been  his  love,  so  she  hir  honour  save; 
For  o«tt  and  oat  he  is  the  worthieste,   739 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  beste. 
And  yet  his  lyf  al  lyth  now  in  my  cure, 
Bat  swioh  is  love,  and  eek  myn  aventore. 
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107.  Kem*talo<ve,awosid«r]sUBoingbt; 
For  wel  wot  I  my-self,  8o  god  meapede, 
Al  woldelthat  noon  yriaM  of  this  thought, 
lamoonthafi^rndtefOatofdrede,  746 
And  goodlieste,  who-flo  taketh  hede ; 
And  so  m«n  aeyii  in  al  the  toon  of  Tr<^re. 
What  wonder  is  it  though  he  of  me  hare 
joye? 

106.  I  am  myn  owene  woman,  wel  at  ese, 
I  thanke  it  god,  as  after  myn  estat ;  751 
Bight  jong,  and  stond^  nnteyd  in  lusty 

lese, 
With-oaten  jalonsye  or  swioh  dehat ; 
8hal  noon  honsbonde  seyn  to  me  "dhek- 

matr 
Por  either  they  ben  fol  of  jaloniye,       755 
Or  maisterftd,  or  loven  novelrye. 

109.^What8halIdoon?  towhati^nUve 

Ithnsr 
Shal  I  nat  loven,  in  oas  if  that  me  leste? 
What, pardieuxl  I  am  nought  religions! 
And  though  that  I  myn  herte  sette  at 

reste  760 

Upon  this  kaiight,  that  is  the  worthieste. 
And  kepe  alwey  myn  honour  and  my 


By  alle  right,  it  may  do  me  no  shame.* 

110.  But  right  as  whan  the  Sonne  shyneth 

brighte. 
In  ICareh,  that  chaongeth  ofle  tyme  his 

fluje,  765 

And  that  a  doad  is  pnt  with  wind  to 

flighte 
Which  over-sprat  the  sonne  as  for  a  space, 
A  cloudy  thought  gsn  thomgh  hir  lonXe 

pace, 
That  over-spradde  hir  brighte  thoughtes 

aUe, 
80  that  for  fere  almost  she  gan  to  &Ile.  770 


.  lit  That  thought  was  this, 

lamfree, 

Sholde  I~nowlove,  and  putte  in  jupartye 
Ky  sikemesse,  and  thrallen  libertee? 
Alias!  how  dorste  I  thenken  that  folye? 
Kay  I  nought  wel  in  other  folk  aspjre    775 
Hir  dredAil  Joye,  hir  oonstreynt,  and  hir 

peyne? 
Ther  loveth  noon,  that  die  na^  why  to 

plqyne. 


112.^  For  love  is  yet  thd  moste  stormy  lyf, 
Bight  of  him-self;  that  ever  was  bigonne ; 
For  ever  som  mistrust,  or  nyoe  stiyf,  786 
Ther  is  in  love,  som  doud  is  over  the 

Sonne: 
Ther-to  we  wreoohed  wommen  no-thing 

oonne. 
Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepo  and  sitte  and 

thinke; 
Our  wreohe  is  this,  our  owene  wo  to 

drinke. 

lia'^Also  theM  wikked  tonges  been  so 
prest  785 

Tospeke  us  harm,  eek  men  be  sountrewe, 
That,  right  anoon  as  cessed  is  hir  lest, 
80  oesseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  a  newe : 
But  Jiann  y-doon,  is  doon,  who-so  it  rewe. 
For  though  these  men  for  love  hem  first 
to-rende,  790 

Ful  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  ende. 

114  How  ofte  tym%  hath  it  y-knowen  be, 
The  treson,  that  to  womman  hath  be  do? 
To  what  fyn  is  swioh  love,  I  can  nat  see, 
Orwherbioomthit,  whanitisago}     795 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  woot,  I  trowe  so, 
Wher  it  bycomth;  lo,   no  wight  on  it 

spometh;: 
That  erst  was  no-thing,  in-to  nought  it 

tometh. 

116.*^  How  bi«y,  if  I  love,  eek  mosto  I  be 
To  plesen  hem  that  jangle  of  love,  and 

demen,  800 

And  coye  hem,  that -they  sey  non  harm  of 

me? 
For  thongh  th«r  be  no  eaose,  y«t  hem 


Al  be  for  hann  that  folk  hir  «rMndes 

quemen; 
And  who  mi^«topp«n  eveiy  wikked  tcnge, 
Or  soun  of  belles  whyl  that  they  be 

ronge?*  805 

116.  And  after  that,  hir  thought  bigan  to 

olere. 
And   seyde,    *he   which  that   no-thing 

under4»keth, 
Ko-thing  ne  aoheveth,  be  him  looth  or 

dere.' 
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And  -with  an  other  thoaght  hit  h«rta 

Than  ilepeih  hope,  and  after  dreed 
awakeih ;  8io 

Now  hoot,  now  odd;  bat  thni,  fai-iwixen 
twoye, 

She  rist  hir  np,  and  went  hir  for  topli^ye. 

117.  Adonn  the  iteyre  anoon-right  tho 
the  wento 

|n-to  the^gardln,  with  hir  neoee  three, 
And  up  and  donn  ther  made  many  a 
wente,  815 

Hexippe.  she,  ^piarbe,  and  Antigone, 
To  pleyen,  that  it  joye  was  to  see; 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen,  agretroote, 
Hir  folwede  in  the  gardia  al  aboate. 

118.  Thif  yerd  wae  large,  and  rayled  alio 
the  aleyee,  8ao 

And  ihadwed  wel  with  Uosmy  bowea 

grene. 
And  benohed  newe,  and  Bonded  alle  the 


In  which  she  waUceth  arm  in  arm  bi- 

twene; 
Ta  at  the  laete  Antigoive  the  ihen* 
Gan  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singe  oleie,    825 
That  it  an  he^ren  was  hir  Toys  to  here.-* 

110.  She  seyde,  *0  love,  to  whom  I  have 

and  shal 
Ben  hnmUe  snbgit,  trewe  in  myn  entente, 
As  I  best  can,  to  yow,  lord,  yeve  ioh  al 
For  ever-more,  myn  herteslnptto  rente.  830 
For  never  yet  thy  graoe  no  wight  sente 
80  bUsftil  eanse  as  me,  my  lyf  to  lede 
Itk  aUe  joye  and  seortee,  out  of  drede. 

190.^ Ye,  blisfal  god,  han  me  so  wel  beset 
In  love,  yuwis,  that  al  that  bereth  lyf  935 
Tmaginen  ne  oowde  how  to  ben  bet; 
For,  lord,  witb-outen  jaloosye  or  stiyf; 
I  love  oon  which  that  is  most  enteniyf 
To  serven  wel,  nnwery  or  imftyned. 
That  ever  was,  and  leest  with  ham  dis- 
treyned.  840 

lai.*  As  he  that  isthewelleof  worthinesse, 
Of  troathe  groond,  mironr  of  goodHheed, 
Of  wit  AppoUo,  stoon  of  sikemesse, 
Of  vertu  rote,  of  Inst  flndere  and  heed, 


Thnigh  which  isaUesorwe  fro  medeed,  845 
T-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  he  me ; 
Now  good  thiift  haTS  he,  wher^o  that  he 
bet 

lS2.^Whom  sholde  I  thanke  bat  yow,  god 

of  love, 
Of  al  thfo  bllsse,  in  whieh  to  bathe  I 

ginnef 
And  thankedbeye,  lord,  for  that  Ilove!  850 
This  is  the  rigfate  lyf  that  I  am  inne, 
To  flemen  alle  manere  vyoe  and  sinne : 
This  doth  me  so  to  verta  for  to  entende, 
That  day  by  cUiy  1 1&  my  "wil  amende. 

128,  And  who^K>  seyth  that  for  to  love  is 
vyoe,  85s 

Or  tbraldmn,  though  he  lele  in  it  dis* 
tresse. 

He  oather  is  envyons,  or  right  nyce, 

Or  is  nnmighty,  for  his  shrewednesss,    . 

To  loT«n;  fat  swioh  manor  folk,  I  gesse, 

Defiamen  love,  as  no-thing  of  him  knowe; 

They  speken,  bat  thsy  bents  never  his 

86t 


124;  What  is  the  sonne  were,  of  kinde 

righte, 
Thoagh  that  a  man,  for  fiblesse  of  his 

y«n, 
Hay  nou^t  endore   on  it   to  see  for 

brighte? 
Or  love  the  wers,  thoagh  wreoohes  on  it 

oryenf  865 

No  wele  la  worth,  that  may  no  sorwe 

dryen. 
And  for-thy,  idio  that  hath  an  heed  of 


Fro  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  the  werre ! 

lSS6f  Bat  I  with  al  myn  herte  and  al  my 
might,  869 

As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love,  tm-to  my  lasts. 
My  dere  herte,  and  almyn  owene  knight, 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  Is  so  faste. 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  shal  ever  laste. 
Al  dredde  I  first  to  love  him  to  biginne, 
Now  woot  I  wel,  ther  is  no  peril  inne.'   875 

120.  And  of  hir  song  right  with  that  word 

shestente, 
And  therwith<«l,  *now,  neoe,'  qnod  Osir 

seyde, 
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*Who  made  thii  song  with  to  good  en- 
tente?' 
Antigone  aniweide  anoon,  and  i^yde, 
*  ICa  dame,  j-wia,  the  goodlieete  maorde  8So 
Of  greet  estat  in  al  the  tonn  of  Troye; 
And  let  hir  lyf  in  moet  honour  and  joye.' 

127.  *Vorfothe,8oitaemeth1)yhirMng,' 
Qaod  tho  Criseyde,  and  gan  thez^with  to 

^yke, 
And  Myde,  *lord,  ia  there  iwioh  hUaee 

among  SSs 

Theae  lovert,  aa  they  conne  fidre  endyte? ' 
*Te,  wia,'  qnod  frmb.  Antigone  the  irhyte, 
*For  alle  the  folk  that  han  or  been  on  lyre 
Ne  conne  ifel  the  bUaae  of  love  discryye. 

1961^  But  wene  ye  that  eveiy  wreoohe 
iroot  890 

The  parflt  UlMe  of  love?  why,  nay,  y-vriM ; 

They  wenen  al  be  love,  if  oon  be  hoot; 

Do  w^,  do  wey,  they  woot  no-thing  of 
this! 

Men  moeten  axe  at  aeyntea  if  it  ia 
Anght  &ir  in  hevene;  why?  Hotr  they 
oonne  telle;  895 

And  azen  fendea,  ia  it  fonl  in  helle.* 

129.  Criaeyde  nn-to  thai  pnrpoa  nought 

answerde, 
Bnt  a^yde,  'y-wia,  it  wol  be  night  aa 

ftate.* 
Bat  every  word  which  that  die  of  hir 

herde, 
8hegantoprenteninhirhertef)Bwte;  900 
And  ay  gan  love  hir  laaae  for  to  agaate 
Than  it  dide  erat,  and  ainken  in  hir  herte, 
That  ahe  wax  aomwhat  able  to  oonverte. 

ISO.  Thedayeahonoiir,andtheheveneay6^ 
The  nightea  fo,  al  thiaolepel  theaonne,  905 
Oan  weatren  Cute,  and  doonward  for  to 

wiye, 
Aa  he  that  hadde  his  dayea  ooora  y-ronne ; 
And  whyte  thingea  wezen  dimme  and 

donne 
For  lak  of  light,  and  aterrea  for  to  appere, 
That  ahe  and  al  hir  folk  in  wente  y-fere. 

181.  So  whan  it  lyked  hir  to  goon  to  reate, 

And  voyded  weran   they  that  voyden 

onghtOi  9M 


She  aayde,  that  to  depe  wel  hir  leate. 
Hir  wommen  aone  til  hir  bedhir  bronghte. 
"Whanalwaa  hnat,  than  lay  ahe  atUle^  and 
thonghte  915 

Of  al  thia  thing  the  manere  and  the  wyae. 
Beheroe  it  nedeth  nought,  for  ye  ben  wyae. 

182.  A  n^tingale,  upon  a  oedre  grene, 
Under  the  chambre-wal  ther  aa  ahe  lay, 
Fol  londe  aang  ayein  the  mono  ihene,  990 
Baraonter,  in  hia  briddea  wyse,  a  lay 
Of  love,  that  made  hir  herte  freeh  and  gay. 
That  herknedahe  aolonge  in  good  entente, 
Til  at  the  laate  the  dede  Bleep  hir  hente.  .. 

188.  And,  as  she  sleep,  anoon-right  tho 

hir  mette,  925 

How  that  an  egle,  fBthered  whyt  aa  boon. 
Under  hir  brest  his  longe  clawes  sette, 
And  out  hir  herte  he  rente,  and  that 

a-noon. 
And  dide  hia  herte  in-to  hir  breat  to  goon, 
Of  which  she  nonght  agrooa  ne  no-thing 

amerte,  930 

And  forth  he  fleifl^  with  herte  left  for 

herte. 

184.  Now  lat  hir  alepe,  and  we  our  talea 


Of  ^hoiln^  that  ia  to  palays  riden, 
Fro  the  acaimooh,  of  the  whiohe  I  tolde, 
And  in  hii  ohamfare  ait,  and  hath  abiden 
TUtwoorthreeofhiameaaageayeden  936 
For  Pandama,  and  aooghten  him  All  £Mte, 
Til  they  him  foonde,  and  bronghte  him  at 
the  laate. 

186.  Thia  Pandama  com  leping  in  at  onea 
And  aeide  thna,  *  who  hath  ben  wel  y-bete 
To-day  with  awerdea,  and  with  alinge- 

atonea,  941 

Bat  Troilaa,  thai  hath  oaoghi  him  an 

hete?* 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  aeyde,  Uord,  ao  ye 

awetel 
Bat  rya,  and  lai  na  aoope  and  go  toreate;* 
And  ha  anawerde  him,  *do  we  aa  ihee 

leate.'  94s 

188.  With  al  the  haato  goodly  thai  th^ 

mighte. 
They  apedde  hem  fro  the  sonper  on-to 
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And  eveiy  wight  out  st  the  dora  him 

di^to, 
And  irher  him  lid  upon  hia  wegr  h« 

•pedde; 
Bat  Troilofl,   that  thooghte   his  h«rU 

bledd«  950 

For  ivo,  til  that  he  herde  lom  i^dince, 
He  Mjde,  ^freend,  ihAl  I  now  w^te  or 

tinge? ' 

187.  QaodFteidAnia,*]iyftille,andUtme 
■lepe, 

And  don  thyn  hood,  thy  nedee  q^edde  be ; 
And  ohoge,  if  thoa  wolt  einge  or  dannee  or 

lepe;  955 

At  ihorte  wordee,  thow  ihalt  trowe  mei— 
8ire,  my  neee  -wol  do  irel  by  thee. 
And  lore  thee  beet,  hj  god  «nd  hj  my 

trouthe, 
But  lek  of  pnraoit  make  it  in  thy  ilouthe. 

ISa^For  thu  £nforth  I  ham  thy  work 

bigomne,  960 

Fro  di^  to  day,  til  this  day,  hj  the  morwe, 

Uir  love  of  freendahip  have  I  to  thee 

wonne, 
And  also  hath  ahe  layd  hir  ftyth  to  borwe. 
Algate  a  foot  la  bameled  of  thy  aorwe.' 
What  aholde  I  longer  aennon  of  itholdef 
Aayehanherdbifora,alhehimtolde.  966 

188.  But  right  aa  flonreai  thomgh  the 
oolde  of  night 

T-eloaed,  atonpen  on  hir  atalkea  lowe, 
Bedroaaen  hem  »-yein  the  aonne  bright, 
And  apreden  on  hir  kinde  ooora  by  rowe ; 
Bightaoganthohiaeyennptothrowe  971 
Thia  T^na,  and  aeyda,  *  O  Vemv  dere, 
73iy  xnij^t,  thy  graoe,y^iexied  be  it  hare  I ' 

14a  AndtoFandareheheldnpbothehia 

hondea, 
Andaeyde,  *lord,althynbethatIhaYe;  975 
For  I  am  hool,  id  broaten  been  my  bondea ; 
A  thooaand  Tioiana  who  ao  that  me  yave, 
Bohe  after  other,  god  ao  wia  me  aave, 
Ke  mighte  me  ao  i^Ukden;  lo,  myn  herte, 
Itapradtthaofbrjoye,itwolto-aterte!  980 

141.  Bntlord,howahalldoon,howahal 

lUrenr 
lYhaa  ahaX  I  neoit  my  daze  harte  aaa  Y 


Howahal  thia  koge  tyme  m-wt/y  be  driven, 
in  that  then  be  ayein  at  hir  firo  me  ? 
Thoa  mMjwt  anawere,  **a-byd,  a-byd,**.  bat 

Thathangeth  bythenekke,aooth  to  aeyne. 
In  grate  diaeae  abydeth  for  the  pcyne.' 

149.  «Aleai]y,now,fortheloveof]larte,' 
Qood  Pandaroa,  *for  every  thing  hath 
tymB;  989 

80  loDgeabydtU  that  the  night  departe; 
For  al  ao  aiker  aa  thow  lyat  here  hy  me, 
And  god  tofom,  I  wol  be  there  at  pryme. 
And  ibr  thy  werk  aomwhat  aa  I  ahal  aeye. 
Or  on  aom  other  wight  thia  oharge  kye. 

148.^  For  pardee,  god  wot,  I  have  erver 

yi*  995 

Ben  redy  thee  to  aerve,  and  to  thia  ni^t 
Have  I  nought  diyned,  bat  emforth  my 

wit 
Don  al  thy  loat,  and  ahal  with  al  my 

might. 
Do  now  aa  I  ahal  aeye,  and  fkre  alright ; 
And  if  thoa  nilt,  wyte  althy-aelf  thy  care,. 
On  me  ia  noaght  alongthjmyvel  £ue.  looi 

144.*^  I  woot  wel  thatthow  wyaer  art  than  I 
A  thooaand  fold,  but  if  I  were  aa  thoa, 
God  helpe  me  ao,  aa  I  wolde  oatrely. 
Bight  of  myn  owene  bond,  wzyte  hir 

right  now  1005 

A  lettre,  in  which  I  wcdde  hir  tellen  how 
I  ferde  amia,  and  hir  beaeohe  of  roathe ; 
Now  help  thy-aelf,  and  leve  it  not  for 

aloathe. 

146.  And  I  my-aelf  ahal  ther-with  to  hir 

goon; 
And  whan  thoa  woat  that  I  am  with  hir 

there,  loio 

Worth  thoa  np-on  a  ooaraer  right  anoon, 
Te,  hardily,  right  in  thy  beate  gere, 
Anid  ryd  forth  by  the  place,  aa  noaght  ne 


And  thoa  ahalt  flndeoa,  if  1  may,  aittinge 
At  aom  windowe,  in-to  the  atrete  lokinge.- 


146.' And  if 
aalawe» 
Andop-onme 


>s 


liat,  than  mayatow  oa 
toi6 
maki  thy  < 
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Bat,  l^  thy  lyf ,  be  wax  and  ftste  eechnire 
To  tarien  ought,  god  ahilde  ns  fro  mia- 

channcel 
Byd  forth  thy  W0y,  end  hold  thy  gorem- 

aimce ;  1020 

And  we  shal  speke  of  thee  som-what,  I 

trowe, 
Whan  thoa  art  goon,  to  do  thyne  eres 

glowet 

1475  ToQohing  thy  lettre,  thoa  art  vrya 
y-noogh,  1023 

I  woot  thow  nilt  it  digneliohe  endyte ; 

Am  make  it  with  thiaeargamoites  tough ; 

Ke  aoii'venieh  or  craftily  thoa  it  wrytei 
5  Beblotte  it  with  thy  teres  eek  a  lyte ; 
<  And  if  thoa  wryte  a  goodly  word  al  softe, 
'  Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  to  ofte. 

148/  For  though  the  beste  harpoai?  apon 
lyve  1030 

Wolde  on  the  beste  soaned  joly  harpe 
That  evet  was,  with  alio  his  fingres  ^rve, 
Toaohe  ay  o  strong,  or  ay  o  werbol  harpe, 
Were  his  nayles  poynted  never  so  sharpe, 
Itshaldemakeneveiywighttodnlle,  1055 
To  here  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  folle. 

149^  Ke  jompre  eek  no  discordaont  thing 

y-fere, 
As  thos,  to  osen  termes  of  phi^yk ; 
In  loTes  termes,  hold  of  thy  matere 
The  forme  alwey,  and   do  that  it  be 

lyk;  1040 

7or  if  a  peyntoar  wolde  peynte  a  pyk 
With  asses  feet,  and  hede  it  as  an  ape, 
It  oordeth  nought ;  so  nere  it  bat  a  jape.' 

160.  This  ooanseyl  lyked  wel  to  Troilos; 
Bat,  as  a  dreedAil  lover,  he  seyde  this  : — 
*  Alias,  my  dere  brother  Fandaras,      1046 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  wxyte,  y-wis, 
Lest  of  myn  innocence  I  seyde  a-mis. 
Or  that  she  nblde  it  for  despyt  reoeyve ; 
Thanne  were  I  deed,  ther  mighte  it  no- 
thing w^yre^'  IQ50 

16t  To  that  Ffendare  aasweide,  *if  thee 

lest, 
Do  that  I  seye,  and  lat  me  therwith  goon ; 
For  by  that  lord  that  formed  est  and  west, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bringe  answere  anoon 


Bight  of  hir  bond,  and  if  that  thoa  mlt 
noon,  1055 

Lat  be^  and  sory  mote  he  been  his  lyre, 
Ayeins  thy  lost  that  helpeth  thee  to 
thryye.' 

152.  Qaod'^r^uBf^D&pardimix.laMmaaJbe; 
Sin  that  thee  list^  I  will  aryse  and  wxyte ; 
And  Uisfal  god  preye  ioh,  with  good 

entente,  1060 

The  yyage,  and  the  lettre  I  shal  endyte, 
So  spede  it ;  and  thoa,  Minerva,  the  whyte, 
Yif  thoa  me  wit  my  lettre  to  devyse  :* 
And  sette  him  doan,  and  wroot  right  in 

thiswyse.^ 

168.  First  he  gan  hir  his  rlghte  lady 
oalle,  io<^ 

His  hertes  lyf,  his  lost,  his  sorwes  leohe, 

His  bUssO)  and  eek  this  othere  t«mea 
alle, 

That  in  swidi  cas  these  loveres  alle  seche; 

And  in  fhl  hamUe  wyse,  asin  his  speohe, 

He  gan  him  reoomoande  on-to  hir  grace; 

To  telle  al  how,  it  axethmaohel  space.  1071 

164.  And  after  this,  M  lowly  he  hir 

prayde 
To  be  nought  wrooth,  though  he,  of  his 

folye, 
So  hardy  was  to  hir  to  wryte,  and  s^yde, 
That  love  it  made,  or  elles  moste  he  dye, 
And  pitoasly  gan  mercy  forte  ciye ;  1076 
And  afber  that  he  seyde,  and  ley  tvl  loude, 
Him-eelf  was  litel  worth,  and  lesse  he 

ooude; 

166.  And  that  she  sholde  ban  his  conning 


That  litel  was,  and  eek  he  dredde  hir  so, 
And  his  onworthinesse  he  ay  acnsed ;  1081 
And  afber  that,  than  gan  he  telle  his  wo; 
Bat  that  was  endeles,  with-ooten  ho 
And  seyde,  he  wolde  in  trouthe  alwey  him 

holde , — 
And  radde  it  over,  and  gan  the  lettre 

folde.  1085 

166.  And  withhissalte  teres  gan  he  bathe 
The  ruby  in  his  signet,  and  it  sette 
Upon  the  wex  deliverliche  and  rathe; 
Ther-with4  thoQSUid  fymm^  er  he  lettoi 
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He  Uste  tho  the  lettn  ttiat  he  ahfilAa,  1090 
".^JL '  \  And  eeyde,  *lettre,  abUsfVa  dettenee 
Thee  ihapen  is,  mj  lady  ahal  thee  fee.' 

167.  This  FauQdare  took  the  lettre,  and 

th«thjt;yme 
A-morwe,  and  to  hU  neoee  palegrf  stwie, 
▲ad  fiMte  he  fwoar,  that  it  -was  paand 

pfyo^  1095 

And  gaa  to  jtupe^ and  M^dei  *7-wia»  mjn 

herte, 
80  freth  it  ie,  al-thon^  it  tore  mertei 
I  may  not  slepe  never  a  Mayee  morwe ; 
I  hav>e  a  joly  wo,  a  loe^^ 


168L  Criaeyde,  whan  that  ihe  hir  nnde 
herde,  iioo 

With  dxeedftd  herte,  and  dedivu  to  hkM 
The  cause  of  his  oominge,  thus  answenU, 
*Kow  l^  your  f€yth,  myn  nnelek'  qnod 

sha,«den, 
What  maner  windes  gjrdeth  yorw  now 
here?  1104 

Tel  US  your  joly  wo  and  yoor  penaanee, 
How  ferforth  he  ye  put  in  loves  daiaaoe.' 

16a  *Bty  god,*  ^od  he,  *I  hoppe  ahrey 

hihinde!' 
And  she  to-laiigh,  H  theug^ite  hir  herU 

hreste. 
Qood  Ffendams,  'loke  alw«y  that  ye flnde 
Oame  in  myn  hood,  hot  ii^i>VpV^.ii^  if  yow 


Tber  is  xif^  now  oome  in-to  tonnea  geste, 
A  Greek  espye,  and  telleth  newe  thinges, 
For  which  0(»ae  I  to  telle  yow  tydinges. 

lOOi^Into  the  gazdin  go  we,  and  we  shal 

here, 
Alprevely,  o^thisalongsermonn.*    1115 
With  that  th^  wen  ten  arm  in  arm  y-fere 
In-to  thegaidin  from  the  chanmbre  doon. 
And  whan  that  he  so  for  was  that  the 


Of  that  he  nwke,  no  man  here  mighte, 
6i_B^yde  hir  thns,  and  out  the  lettre 
plifi^te,  '  iijo 

161.  *Iio,hethatisaIhoollyyonresiVee 
Him  reoomaondeth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  sent  to  yon  this  lettre  here  by  me ; 
Avyseth  yon  00  it^  whacnyehan  spaee, 


And  of  som  goodly  answere  yow  pnrchaee ; 
Or,  helpe  me  god,  so  pleynly  for  to  seyne. 
He  may  not  longe  liven  for  his  p^yne.* 

laa.  Fill  dredAilly  tho  gan  i^e  stonde 

sUne, 
And  took  it  nought,  but  al  hir  hnmUe 

ohere 
Ghm  for  to  ohaonge,  and  s^yde,  *  sorit  ne 

bUle,  1130 

For  love  of  god,  that  tonoheth  swioh 

matere, 
Ne   bring   me   noon;   and  also,  nnde 

dere, 
To  myn  estat  have  more  reward,  I  preye, 
Than  to  his  lust;  what  sholde  I  more 

seyet 

168.  And  loketh  now  if  this  be  reson- 

able,  115s 

And  letteth  nought,  for  fkvoor  ne  for 

slouthe, 
To  ssyn  a  sooth ;  now  were  it  oovenable 
To  myn  estat,  by  god,  and  by  your  tronthe, 
To  taken  it,  or  to  han  of  him  voathe, 
In  banning  ofmy-eelfor  in  reprove  t  1140 
Ber  it  a-yein,  for  him  that  ye  on  leve ! ' 

164.  This  JPandams  gan  on  hir  for  to 

stare, 
And  seyde,  *now  is  this   the  grettest 

wonder 
That  ever  I  sey !  lat  be  this  nyee  fiure ! 
To  deethe  mote  I  smiien  be  with  thonder, 
If;  fi>r  the  citee  whioh  that  stondeth 

yonder,  1146 

Wolde lalettre  nn-to  yow bringe  or  take 
To  harm  of  yow;  what  list  yow  thns  it 

make? 

166.^  Bat  thus  ye  flown,  wel  neigh  alls  and 
some,  XX49 

That  he  that  most  desireth  yow  to  serve, 
Of  him  ye  reoche  least  wbkt  he  Uoome, 
And  whether  that  he  live  tur  eOes  sterve. 
Bat  for  al  that  that  ever  I  may  deserve, 
BeAise  it  nought,*  qaod  he,  and  hante  hir 

fltfte, 
And  in  hir  bosom  the  lettre  doon  he 
fiinste,  X155 
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166.  And  aeydb  hir,  *now  OMt  it  AW»y 
anoon, 

That  folk  may  se«n  and  gawen  on  na 
tweye/ 
;  Quod  the,  *I  oan  abgrde  til  they  be  goon,' 
^  And  gan  to  gmyle,  and  i^yde  hink,  *  eem, 
Ipreye, 
Swioh  answere  aa  yoir  list  yonr-eelf  pur- 
vey©, n6o 
For  trewely  I  nil  no  lettre  irxyte.' 
*lfo?  thani7<dI,*qiiodh9i*w>yoondyta.' 

167.  Therwith  gbft  hm^  and  seyde,  *go 
we  dyne.' 

Andheganathim-aelf  tojapefMe,  1164 
c  And  s^rde,  *  neoe,  I  have  to  greet  a  pyne 
i  For  love,  that  evexy  other  day  I  fewte' — 

And  gan  his  beste  japes  forth  to  caste ; 

And  made  hir  so  to  langhe  at  his  fdye, 

Tliat  she  for  laughter  wende  for  to  dye. 

168.  And  whan  that  she  was  eomen  in-to 
halle,  1170 

*Kow,  eem,' quod  she,  *we  wol  go  dyne 

anoon;' 
And  gan  some  of  hir  women  to  hir  oalle, 
And  streyght  in-to  hir  chanmbre  gan  she 

goon; 
Bat  of  hir  besinesses,  this  was  oon 
A-monges  othere  thinges,  out  of  drede, 
Fal  prively  this  lettre  for  to  rede ;      1176 

169.  Avysed  word  by  wosd  in  every  lyne, 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  thonghte  he  ooade 

good; 
And  np  it  pntte,  and  went  hfar  bi  to  dyna 
And  Fandams,  that  in  a  study  stood,  1180 
Er  he  was  war,  she  took  him  by  the 

hood, 
And  seyde,  *ye  were  caught  er  that  ye 

wiste;' 
•I  Toodbe  sanft'quod  he,  ^do  what  yow 

liste.' 

170.  Tho  woashen  they,  and  setta  hem 
doon  and  «te ; 

And  after  noon  All  sl^lyCtandftniff    ii$5 
Oan  drawa  kirn  t^tha  window  nest  tha 

strete. 
And  seyde,  *naoa,  who  hath  arayed  thna 
The  yonderlunis,  that  stant  afor^eyn  ns? ' 


*  Which  hoost '  qnod  fhe,  and  gan  for  to 

biholde, 
And  knew  it  wel,  and  whoa  it  was  him 

tolde,  1 190 

171.  And  fiOen  forth  in  speohe  of  thingea 


And  seten  in  the  •wdadow  bothe  tweiyei.  < 
Whan  Pandams  saw  tyme  nn-to  histale, 
And  saw  ^wel  that  hir  folk  weora  alia 

aweye, 
*Now,  neoe  myn,  tel  on,'  qnod  he,  *I 

■eye,  1195 

How  lyketk  yow  the  lettre  that  ye  woot? 
Oan  he  ther-on  ?  for,  by  my  troathe,  I 

noot.' 

172.  Therwith  alro^y  hewed  thowez^e,'  j 
And  gan  to  hnunme,  and  s^jda,  *so  I 


*  Aqnyte  hhn  wel,  for  goddea  lovei,'  qnod 

he;  uoo 

*  My-aelf  to  modes  wol  the  lettre  sowe,' 
And  held  hia  hondea  np,  and  sat  on 

knowe^ 

*  Kow,  goode  neoe,  be  it  never  so  lyte, 
Tif  ma  the  labour,  it  to  sowe  and  plyta.' 

178»  *Ya,  for  I  caa  ao  wiyte,'  quod  |^ 
tho;  iao5 

*  And  eek  I  noot  what  I  sholde  to  him 

seye.' 

*  Kay,  neoe,'  quod  ^andare,  *  sey  not  so ; 
Yet  at  the  leste  thanketh  him,  I  preye. 
Of  his  good  wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deyOk 
Now  for  the  love  of  me,  my  neoe  dere,  1210 
Beftiseth  not  at  this  tyme  my  pr^yere.' 

174.  *I>0par-dlMi0,' quod  die,*  god  leveal 

bewell 
Gk>d  helpe  me  so,  this  is  the  flrste  lettre 
That  ever  I  wroot,  ye,  al  or  any  del.' 
And  4ji-tp^  clofMt,  for  to  avyae  hir  bettie, 
She  wente  allone,  and  gan  hir  herte  un* 

fottre  U16 

Out  of  disdaynea prison  but  a  lyte; 
And  sette  hir  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  wxyte, 

17&.  Of  whiah  to  telle  in  short  is  myn 
antenta  1^19 

Ib'aifeot,  as  for  as  I  can  understonde: — 
She  thookad  him  of  al  that  ha  wel  menta. 
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TowKidM  hir,  bai  lioldcn  him  in  honde 
8h«  ndde  nonght,  ae  znake  hir-Mlvva 

bonde 
la  lore,  bat  m  his  soster,  him  to  pleaa, 
8h«  wold«  fiiyn,  to  doon  his  hsrte  aa  sss. 

178.  Sh«  shette  it,  and  tp  Fandaras  gan 
goon,  1996 

There  as  he  sat  and  loked  ia-to  strate, 
And  doon  she  sette  hir  I7  him  on  a  stooQ 
Of  jaspre,  np-on  a  qoisshin  gold  7-bete, 
And  seyde,  '  as  wisly  helps  ma  god  the 
grete,  1*30 

I  never  dide  a  thing  with  more  peyne 
Than  wryte  this,  to  whioh  ja  ma  oon- 

177.  And  took  it  him:  ha  thookad  hlr 

ands^de, 
*God  woot,  of  thing  All  alia  looth  bigonna 
Cometh  ende  good;  and  neoa  mjn,  Cri- 

ssyda,  1138 

That  ye  to  him  of  hard  now  ben  y-wonne 
Oaghta  ba  ba  i^ad,  by  god  and  yonder 

Sonne  I 
For-why  mm  seyth,    **  impressiotm[e)i 

lights 
Fol  lightly  been  ay  redy  to  the  flighte.** 

178.^3at  ya  ban  played  tynnmt  nsi^  to 
longe,  ta4o 

And  hard  was  it  your  harta  tor  to  grave ; 

Now  stint,  that  ye  no  longer  on  it  honge, 

Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  daonger  saya. 

But  hasteth  yow  to  doon  him  joya  have ; 

for  tmsteth  wal,  to  longe  y^doon  hard- 
naese  1345 

Oaasath  dsspyt  Ad  oAan,  ISnr  Jislasssa* 

179.  And  rii^t  as  thsy  deolamad  this 


Lo,  Troilns,  right  at  the  siiatw  ande, 
Comiyding  with  his  tsBtha  some  y-ina, 
AlsofteIy,andthiderwaardganbende  1150 
Thai^as  they  seta,  as  was  Us  way  to  weoda 
To  palsy»>waxd ;  aadBaadarehim  aspyda, 
And  seyde,  ^naoa,y4ea  who  oomalh  hare 
xydel 

180.  Oflaanot  in,  ha  seath  ns,  I  sopposs; 
Lest  ha  may  thinka  that  ye  hixp.asofanwei' 


*  Nay,  nay,'  qnod  aha,  and  wez  as  read  as 
rose.  1256 

With  thai  ha  gan  hir  hnmbly  to  salawe, 
With  dreedftd  share,  and  oAa  his  hawas 

muwe; 
And  op  his  look  debonairly  ha  oaste, 
And  bekkad  on  Pandare,  and  forth  he 

IJ60 


181.  God  woot  if  he  sat  on  hishors^-right, 
Or  goodly  was  boseyn,  that  ilke  day  I 
God  woot  wher  ha  was  liyk  a  manly 

knight! 
What  ^olda  I  draooha,  or  telle  of  his 

aray? 
Crisciyde,  which  that  alia  these  thinges 

ssy,  ia6s 

To  telle  in  short,  hir  lyked  al  y-fere, 
His  persons,  his  aray,  his  look,  his  chare,  v 

189L  His  goodly  manera  and  his  gentil-  ^ 


So  wel,  that  never,  sith  that  she  was  bom, 
Ne  hadde  she  swioh  rontha  of  his  dls- 

tresse;  1970 

And  how-so  she  hath  hard  ben  her-bifom, 
To  god  hope  I,  she  hath  now  oanght  a 

thorn. 
Sha  shal  not  paUa  itoatthisnexte  wyke; 
God  sende  mo  swioh  thomes  on  to  pyke  I 

188.  ]|^daia,idiiah  that  stood  hir  £Mte 

by,  1*75 

Ttlie  iren  hoot,  and  he  bigan  to  smyte, 
And  seyde,  *  neoe,  I  prsy  yow  hertely, 
Tel  me  that  I  shsl  azen  yow  a  lyte. 
A  womman,  that  ware  of  Us  death  to 

wyte, 
WHh-ottten  his  gUt,  bat  ftxr  hlr  lakked 

ronthe,  1280 

Wsraitweldoont'    Qood  she, '  nay,  by 

mytronthe!* 

184.  *  GKkI  helpa  ma  so,*  qnod  he,  *  ye  aey 

ma  sooth. 
Ye  felen  wel  yoor-aelf  that  I  not  lye  ; 
IiOi  yond  ha  xit ! '    Qaod  ih#,  *  ye,  so  ha 

dooth.' 
*  Wal,' qaod  Psndac^  *  as  I  have  told  yow 

thxye,  lOs 

lat  be  yoac  nyoa  shame  and  yoDT  folye, 
And  spek  with  him  in  esing  of  his  hsrte ; 
lAinyoateanotdoyvwbdIhasmarta.'  _ 
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186.  Bat  thePKm  "WM  to  lievea  and  to 

done; 
Oonaiderod  id  things  it  may  not  be ;   U90 
And  why,  for  shame ;  and  it  irere  eek  to 


To  gnranten  liim  ao  greet  a  Ubertee. 
'  For  plajnly  hir  entente,'  as  seyde  she, 
Was  for  to  love  him  unwist,  if  she  mighte, 
And  gnerdon  him  with  no-thing  but  with 
■ighte.'  i^ 

188.  But  Bpndamfl  thonghte,  *it  dial  not 

be  80, 
If  that  I  may;  this  nyoe  opfniomi 
Shal  not  be  holden  Ailly  yeres  two.' 
What  shcdde  I  make  ci  this  a  long  ser- 

moon? 
He  mosto  assente  on  that  eonolnsionn  1300 
Asforthe^yme;  and  whan  that  It  was  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roosand  took  his  leve. 

187.  AndonhisweyftdfiMtehomwaidhe 

spedde, 
And  right  for  jojre  he  felte  his  herte 

daonoe; 
And  Troilns  he  fond  alone  »-bedde,  1505 
That  lay  as  dooih  these  loveres,  in  a 

trannoe, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  derk  desesperaonoe. 
But  Fandaros,  right  at  his  in-oominge. 
He  song,  as  who  soyth,  *Iol  somwhat 

Ibringe.' 

18a  And  s^yde,  *who  is  in  his  bed  so 

sone  1310 

Y-boried  thus ?'    *  It  am  I,  freend,'  quod 

^Who^  Troihu?  nay  helps  me  so  the 

mone,' 
Qaod  l^danis,  *  thonshalt  aiyse  and  see 
A  oharme  that  was  sent  rig^t  now  to  thee, 
The  which  can  helen  thee  of  thyn  ao- 

oesse,  '315 

If  thou  do  fbrth-with  al  thy  besIneMe.' 

169.  *Ye,  throogh  the  mi|^t  of  god!* 

quod  Tcoilsff* 
And  Baadacof  gan  him  the  letire  take, 
And  seyde,  *pardee,  god  hath  ho^en  ns ; 
Have  here  a  light,  and  loke  on  al  this 

blake.'  13J0 

But  oAe  gaa  the  herte  glade  and  qoaka 


Of  ^roilns,  whyl  that  he  gan  it  rede. 
So  as  the  wordes  yave  him  hope  or  dredc 

190.  Bat  iynally,  he  took  al  fbr  the  befte 
That  she  him  wzoot,  for  somwhat  he  hi- 

held  1325 

On  which,  him  thoa^te,  he  mighte  his 

herte  reste, 
Al  oovered  she  the  wordes  under  sheld. 
Thos  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held. 
Thai,  what  for  hope  and  Fandaros  bS^ 


His  grete  wo  for-yede  he  at  the  leste.  1330 

19L  Bat  as  we  may  aldsy  oox^selven  see, 
Through  more  wode  or  odl,  the  more  fyr; 
Bight  so  enorees  of  hope,  of  what  it  be, 
Therwith  ftil  ofte  enoreseth  eek  de^yr; 
Or,  as  an  00k  oomethof  alitelspjnr,     1335 
60  tiiroo^  this  lettre,  which  that  she 

himsente, 
Enoresen  gan  de^yr,  of  which  he  brsnte. 

192.  Wharfarelseyealw^fthatdayand 
night 

This  Troilos  gan  to  desiren  more 

Than  he  dide  erst,  thorgh  hope,  and  dide 

his  might  1340 

To  pressen  on,  as  by  Fandaros  lore. 
And  wryten  to  hit  of  his  sorwes  sore 
Fro  day  to  day ;  he  leet  it  not  refirayde, 
That  by  Fandare  he  wroot  somwhat  or 

s^yde; 

193.  And    dide  also  his    othere  obser- 
vaonoes  1345 

That  to  a  lovers  longeth  in  this  oas ; 
And,  afteif  that  these  dees  tomede  on 

chaonoes, 
60  was  he  oother  c^  or  ssyde  ^allas ! ' 
And  held  after  his  gestes  ay  his  pas ; 
And  afUr  swiehe  answerss  as  he  hadde, 
60  were  his  dayessoiy  oother  gladdsu  1351 

194.  BottoFandarealweywashisreooors, 
And  pitoosly  gan  ay  til  him  to  pleyne, 

1dm  blsooghte  oi  rede  ai^  som 


And  FandttraSj^that  sey  his  wode  pesme, 
Wes  wel  neigh  deed  iSor  roothe,  sooth  to 
Myae^  135^ 
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And  Usflj  wiih  al  hi!  bote  oi»U 

Som  of  hifl  wo  to  ileen,  and  that  as  ftste ; 

196,  And  leyde,  *lord,  and  freend,  and 

brother  dare, 
God  woot  that  thy  diaeeo  doth  me  wo,  1360 
But  woltow  ttinten  al  this  woftd  ohere, 
And,  by  my  troathe,  or  it  be  di^et  two^ 
And  god  to-fom,  yet  ihal  I  ahape  it  so, 
That  thoa  ahalt  oome  in-io  a  certayn 

place. 
Therms  thou  maytt  thyaalf  hir  pniye  of 

1365 


19d.  ^And  certainly,  I  noot  if  thoa  it  woat, 
But  the  thai  been  expert  in  love  it  aeye, 
It  is  oon  of  the  thingea  that  ihrthereth 


A  man  to  have  a  l^yaer  for  to  pr^ye, 
And  liker  place  his  wo  for  to  biwreye ;  1370 
Vor  in  good  herte  it  moot  som  ronthe 

impresse, 
To  here  and  see  tha  giltles  in  diitressa. 

197/Fsnimter  thenkestow:   though  it 

be  so 
That  kinds  wolde  doon  hir  to  Uginne 
Tohanamanerioathenp-onmywo,  1373 
Seyth  Daonger,  "Nay,  thou  shalt  me 

never  winne; 
80  renleth  hir  hir  hertes  goost  with-inne, 
That,  thoQ^  she  bsnde,  yet  she  stent  on 

rote; 
What  in  sAwt  is  this  mi-to  my  bote  ?" 

IMl^Thenk  hers  ayeins,  whan  that  the 

sturdy  ooik,  1380 

On  idiioh  men  hakketh  olie,  tot  the 

nones, 
Beosyved  hath  tiie  happy  lUUng  strook, 
The  grete  swei^  doth  it  oome  al  atones, 
As  doon  these  rokkssorthese  milne«tones. 
Tor  swifter  ooors  cometh  thing  that  is  of 

wighte,  13S5 

Whan  it  desoendeth,  than  don  thinges 

lights. 

199.^  And  reed  that  boweth  doon  for  eveiy 

Uast, 
Fol  lightly,  cssss  wind,  it  wol  aryss ; 
Bnt  sa  nil  not  an  00k  whan  it  is  cast ; 
Itnedeth  me  nou^t  thee  longs  te  forbyse. 


MenshalreooysenofagreetempiTse  1391 
Aoheved  wel,  and  stent  with-onten  donte, 
Al  han  men  been  the  lenger  the]>abonte. 

aoo!  Bnt,  Troilns,  yet  tel  me,  If  thee  lest, 
A  thing  now  which  that  I  shal  azen 

thee;  1395 

Which  is  thy  brother  that  thoa  lovest 

best 
As  in  thy  verray  hertes  privetee  ? ' 
*T-wi8,  my  brother  Deiphebos,'  qnod  he. 
•Now,'  qaod  Ptandare,  'er  hoores  twyes 

twelve. 
He  shal  thee  ess,  nnwist  of  it  him-selve. 

201.^  Now  lat  me  allone,  and  werken  as 

I  msy,'  1401 

Qaod  he ;  and  to  peiphebos  wente  he  tho 

Which  hadde  Sis  lord  and  grete  fireend 

ben  ay; 
Save  Troilos,  no  man  he  lovede  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-oaten  wordes  mo, 
Qaod  Igandaras,  *■  I  pray  yow  that  ye  be 
Freend  to  a  caose  which  that  toooheth 
me.*  1407 

209.  *Tis,  Pardee,'  qaod  Deiphebos,  'wel 

thowwost, 
In  al  that  ever  I  may,  and  god  to-fore, 
Al  nere  it  bat  for  man  I  love  most,       1410 
ICy  brother  Troilas;  bat  ssy  wherfore 
It  is;  for  sith  that  day  that  I  was  bore, 
I  nas,  ne  never-mo  to  been  I  thinke, 
Ayeins  a  thing  that  mighte  thee  foi^ 


20a.  ^Kndfze  gaa  him  thonke,  and  to 
him  seyds,  1415 

*Lo^  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toan. 
That  is  my  nece,  and  called  is  Criseyde, 
Whieh  som  men  woiden  doon  opprssiioan. 
And  wrongftilly  have  hir  possessioan  ; 
Wherfor  I  efyoar  lordship  yow  biseche 
To   been   oar    freend,   wiih-oate    more 
speche.'  14^1 

204.  X2ls{phfibvia.him  answeide, '  O,  is  not 

this, 
That    thow   spekest    of    to    me    thos 

straongely, 
CrisCyda,  my  freend?'    He  seyde,  *  Yis.' 
•Than  nedeth,'  qaod  Deiphebos  haxdely. 
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Na-more  to  speke,  for  tmsteth  wel,  that  I 
Wol  be  hir  champioan  with  spore  and 

yerde;  1427 

I  ronghte  nought  though  alle  hir  foos  it 

herdo. 

206.^But  tel  me,  thoa  that  woost  al  this 

matere. 
How  I  might  best  avaylen  ?  now  lat  see.' 
Qaod  £toidaras»  'if  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Wolden  as  now  don  tliis  honour  to  me, 
To  prayen  hir  to-morwe.  lo,  that  she 
Com  nn-to  yow  hir  pleyntes  to  devyse, 
Hir  adversaries  w<^de  of  hit  agiyse.    1435 

206.^  And  if  I  more  dorste  preye  as  now, 
And  chaigen  yow  to  have  so  greet  tra- 

vayle, 
To  han  som  of  yoor  bretheren  here  with 

yow, 
That  mighten  to  hir  cause  bet  avayle. 
Than,  woot  I  wel,  she  mighte  never  fayle 
For  to  be  holpen,  what  at  yotir  instaonce, 
What  with  hir  othere  freendes  govem- 

annce.'  1441 

207.  Deiphebtis,  which  that  oomen  was, 

ofkinde. 
To  al  honoor  and  boantee  lo  oonsente, 
Answerde,  *  it  shal  be  doon ;  and  I  can 

finde  1445 

Yet  gretter  help  to  this  in  myn  ententa 
What  wolt  thow  s^yn,  if  I  for  Eleyne 

sente 
To  speke  of  this?  I  trow  it  be  the  beste ; 
For  she  may  leden  Paris  as  hir  leste. 

S06.  Of  Ector,  which  that  is  my  lord,  my 

brother,  145a 

It  nedeth  nought  to  pnye  him  ftieend 

to  be;' 
For  I  have  herd  him,  o^me  aadeek others 
Spdce  of  Criseyde  swich  honour,  that  he 
Hay  seyn  no  bet,  swich  hap  to  him  hath 

she. 
It   nedeth    nought   his  helpes  for  to 

crave;  1455 

He  shal  be  swi^  right  as  we  wole  him 

have. 

209.  Spek  then  thy.«elf  also  to  Troilus 
On  my  bihalvci  and  pray  him  with  xi» 
dyne,* 


*  Sire,  al  this  shal  be  doon,'  qvod  Fan- 

darus; 
And  took  his  leve,  and  never  gan   to 

fyne,  14^ 

Bnt  tp  his  neoes  hoos,  as  streght  as  lyne. 
He  com ;  and  fond  hir  tto  the  mete  aryse ; 
And  sette  him  doon,  and  spak  right  in 

thiST 


210.  He  seyde,  *0  veray  god,  so  have 
Ironne! 

Lo,  nece  myn,  see  ye  nought  how  I  swete? 
I  noot  whether  ye  the  more  thank  me 

conne.  1466 

Be  ye  nought  war  how  that  fUsPoliphete 
Is  now  abonte  efb-sones  for  to  plete. 
And bringe  on  yow  advocacyfis  newe ?' 
*I?  no,*  quod  ^he,  and  dhannged  al  hir 

hewe.  1470 

211.  *Wliat  is  he  more  aboate,  me  to 
drecche 

And  doon  me  wrong?  what  dial  I  do, 

alias? 
Yet  of  him-self  no-thing  ne  woldelrecehe, 
Nere  it  for  Antenor  and  Eneas, 
That  been  his  freendes  in  swich  manor 

cas ;  1475 

Bnt,  for  the  love  of  god,  myn  uncle  dere. 
No  fors  of  that,  lat  him  have  al  y-fere ; 

212  ^  With-outen  that,  I  have  ynough  for 

*  Nay,'  quod  Pandare,  *  it  shal  no-thing 
be  so  1479 

For  I  have  been  right  now  at  De^khebus, 
And  Ector,  and  myne  othere  lordes  mo, 
And  shortly  maked  echo  of  hem  his  fo ; 
That,  by  my  thrift,  he  shal  it  never  winne 
For  ought  htt  can,  whan  that  so  he  bi« 
ginne.' 

218.  And  as  th^  casten  what  was  best  to 
done,  1485 

Deifhebus,  of  hiis  owene  curtasye, 
60m  idr  to  preye,  in  his  propre  persone, 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  companye 
At  diner,  which  she  nolde  not  denye, 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  prsyere  obeys.  1490 
He  thonked  hir,  and  wente  up-on.  his 
W0ye» 
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214.  WhAimet]ii8WMdoQn,UiifFWidAre 

up  ft-nooDf 
To  telle  In  ihort,  mod  torHh  gftn  tot  to 

wende 
To  Troilna,  m  fftOle  M  any  ftoon, 
And  al  thii  thing  he  tolde  him,  iword  and 

ende ;  i4S>5 

And  howthAt  he  Deiphebui  gantoblende ; 
And  leyde  him,  *now  is  ^yme,  if  that  thoa 

conne, 
To  here  thee  wel  to-morwe,  and  al  la 

wonne. 

aiS.'Vow  Mpek,  now  pny,  now  pltoody 

oompleyne ; 
Lat  not  tor  nyoe  ahame,  or  drede,  or 

aLouthe ;  1500 

Som-tyme  a  man  mot  telle  hia  owene 

Bileve  it,  and  ahe  shal  han  on  thee  ronthe ; 
Thon  ahalt  he  aaved  by  thy  feyth,  in 

trouthe. 
Bat  -wel  wot  I,  tboa  art  now  in  a  drede ; 
And  what  It  is,  I  leye,  I  can  arede.     150^ 

816/Thow  thinkeet  now,  ^  how  aholde 

Idoonalthia? 
For  by  my  oherea  moaten  folk  aapye, 
That  for  hir  love  ia  that  I  &re  a-mia; 
Tet  hadde  I  lerer  nnwiat  for  aorwe  dytk** 
Now  thank  not  ao,  for  thoa  doat  greet 

folye.  1510 

For  right  now  hare  I  fonnden  o  maaere 
Of  aleighte,  ftir  to  oovenn  al  thy  chare. 

c 
817.  Thow  ahalt  gon  over  night,  and  that 

aahlyve, 
Un-to  Deiphebiia  hona,  aa  thee  to  playe, 
Thymaladyea-wegrthebettediyve,  1515 
For-why  thoa  aemeat  ayk,  aoth  for  to  a^ye. 
Sone  after  that,  doon  In  thy  bed  thee  Icye, 
And  ley,  thow  mayat  no  leager  op  endnre. 
And  lye  right  there,  and  byde  thynaven^ 

tore. 

218f  Sey  that  thy  fever  ia  wont  thee  for 
to  take  1530 

The  aame  tyme,  and  laatMi  til  a-moflire; 

And  lat  aee  now  how  "wel  thoa  canat 
it  make, 

For,  par-dee,  ayk  ia  he  that  lain  aorwe. 


€k>  now,  fiMewell  and,  Yenoa  here  to 

borwe,  1524 

I  hope,  and  thoa  thlaporpoa  holde  ferme. 

Thy  grace  ahe  ahal  taXtj  ther  conferme.* 

ai9.  Qaod  Troilat,  'y-wia,  thoa  nedeleea 
Coanaeyleat  me,  that  aykliche  I  me  f eyne  I 
For  I  am  lyk  in  emeat,  donteleea, 
80  that  wel  neigh  I  aterve  for  the  peyne.' 
Qood  PM&4araa,  *thoa  ahalt  the  bettre 

pl^yne,  i53« 

And  hMt  the  laaae'nede  to  ooontrefete ; 
For  him  men  demen  hoot  that  men  seen 

awete. 

ttO.'^Lo,  holde  thee  at  thy  triate  clooe, 

and  I 
Shal  wel  the  deer  nn^othy  bowe  dxyve.* 
Therwith  he  took  hia  leve  al  aoftely,    1536 
And  l^EPiUwi  to  pakyairente  biyve. 
80  glad  ne  waa  he  never  in  al  hia  lyve ; 
And  to  Paadaroa  reed  gan  al  aiaente, 
And  tp  .Deipheboa  hooa  at  night  he 

wante.  1540 

m.  What  nadath  yow  to  tellen  al  the 

ohere 
That  Deiphebaa  on-to  hia  brother  made, 
Or  hia  aooeaio,  or  hia  «ykllch  manere. 
How  men  gan  him  with  olothea  for  to 

lade, 
Whan  he  waa  leyd,  and  how  men  wolde 

him  glade  f  1545 

Bat  al  for  nought,  he  held  forth  ay  the 


That  ye  han  herd  ^Midaze  er  thia  devyae. 

222.  Bat  oerteyn  ia,  ar  Troihia  him  leyde, 

Deiphebaa  had  him  prajred,  over  night. 

To  been  a  freend  and  helping  to  Griacyde. 

Ood  woot,  that  he  it  granntede  anon- 
right,  1551 

To  beea  hir  ftalla  fteead  with  al  hii  might. 

Bat  awioh  a  nede  waa  ta  preye  him 
thamie, 

Aa  for  to  bidde  a  wood  man  tn  to  renne. 

22B.  The  morwen  com,  and  neighen  gan 

thetyme  1555 

Of  meel-tyd,  thai  the  fiilre  qaene  Sl<^yne 

Sheop  hir  to  been,  aa  hoare  after  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


844 


Ztoitat  Mi  ttUftfjbt. 


{BooxIZ. 


With  Deiphebtis,   to  whom  she  nolde 

feyne; 
Bat  as  his  soster,  hoomly,  sooth  to  seiyne, 
She  com  to  diner  in  hirpla^  entente.  1560 
But  god  and  Pandare  wiste  al  what  this 

mente. 

224.  Gome  eek  Qriseg^e,  al  innocent  of 
this, 

Antigone,  hir  sister  Tarbe  also ; 
But  flee  we  now  prolixitee  best  is. 
For  love  of  god,  and  lat  us  faste  go     1565 
Bight  to  the  effect,  with-onte  tales  mo. 
Why  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place ; 
And  lat  as  of  hir  salainges  pace. 

225.  Ghret  hononr  dide  hem  I>eiphebn% 
certeyn, 

And  fedde  hem  wel  with  al  that  mighte 
lyke.  1570 

Bat  erer-more,  *allas  I '  was  his  refirejn, 
'Ify  goode  brother  Troilns,  the  syke, 
I^yth  yet'— and  therwith-al  he  gaa  to 

syke; 
And  after  that,  he  pciyned  him  to  glade 
Hem  as  he  mights,  and  chere  good  he 
made.  1575 

226.  Compleyned  eek  EleyAe  of  his  ^yk- 


So  feithiUly,  that  pitee  was  to  here, 
And  evezy  wight  gan  waxen  for  aooesse 
A  leche  anoon,  and  s^yde, '  in  this  manere 
Hen  coren  folk ;  this  charms  I  wol  yow 
lere.'  1580 

r  Bat  there  sat  oon,  al  list  hir  nought  to 

teche, 
'  That  thooghte,  best  ooade  I  yet  been  his 
leohe. 

227.  After  oamplsymi,  him'  goim«n  thsy 

tppr^yse, 
As  folk  don  yet,  whan  som  wi^^t  hath 

bigotine 
To  preyse  a  man,  and  np  with  pxys  him 

reyse  15^5 

A  thoasand  foldyet  hyer  thanthesosme  >— 
'He  is,  he  can,  that  fewe  lordes  eomuu* 
AndPsndaroSfOf  that  th^wolde  afitone. 
He  not  for-gat  hir  preysing  to  oonflMnDeke. 


228.  Herde  al  this  thing  Qm&T^  wel 
y-noogh,  1590 

And  eyexy  wiurd  gan  for  to  notice ; 

For  which  with  sobre  chore  hir  herte 

lough; 
For  who  is  that  ne  wolde  hir  glorifye, 
To  mowen  swich  a  knight  don  liye  or 

dye? 
BatalpasseI,lestyetolongedweUe;  1595 
For  for  o  fyn  is  al  that  ever  I  telle. 

229.  The  tyme  com,  fi?o  diner  for  to  ryse, 
And,  as  hem  ooghte,  arisen  evezychoon, 
And  gozme  a  whyl  of  this  and  that  devyse. 
Bat  Pandaras  brak  al  this  speohe  anoon. 
And  ssyde  to  Beiphebos,  *  wole  ye  goon, 
Ifyonre  willebe,asIyowpreyde,  1602 
To  qpeke  here  of  the  nodes  of  Cziseyde  ?  * 

280.  Eleyne,  which  that  by  the  hond  hir 

held, 
Took  first  the  tale,  and  leyde,  'go  we 

blyve;*  1605 

And  goodly  on  Griseyde  shs  biheld. 
And  seyde,  *  Joves  lat  him  never  thzyve, 
That  dooth  yow  harm,  and  brings  him 

sons  of  lyve  I 
And  yeve  me  sorwe,  bat  he  shal  it  rewe, 
If  that  I  may,  and  alle  folk  be  trewe.'  1610 

281  'Tel thou  thyneees  cas,'  qaod  Bei- 
phebos 

To  Pandaras,  'for  thoa  canst  best  it 
teUe.'— 

*  My  lordes  and  my  ladyse,  it  stant  thus ; 

What  sholde  I  longer,*  qood  he,  '  do  yow 
dweUe?' 

Heronghemoataproceslykabelle,   1615 

Up-on  hit  fo,  ^at  highte  fidiphfl^ 

80  h^ynoos,  that  men  mights  on  it  spete. 

262.  Anvwerde  of  thisech  worse  of  hem 

than  other. 
And    PoUphete   they  gonnen  thos   to 

warien, 
'An-honged  be  swich  oon,  were  he  my 

brbther;  i6m> 

And  so  he  shal,  far  it  ne  may  not  varien.' 
What  sholde  I  lenger  in  this  tale  tarien? 
Pleynly,  alle  at  ones,  they  hir  hightwi>> 
To  been  hir  helpe  in  al  that  ever  they 
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288.  Spsk  than  Sleyn*,  and  segrde,  *  Fan- 

dAToi,  1635 

Woot  on^^  my  lord,  my  faroUMr,  this 

mAtere, 
Imene,  Bctor?  orwoot  HTroihis?' 
He  SQjde,  *  jre,  bat  wole  ye  now  me  here  ? 
Me  thinketh  this,  sith  Troilns  ie  here, 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  wolde  Msente,  1630 
She  tolde  hiisaelf  himal  thla,  erihe  wenta. 

284.  For  he  wole  hftve  the  mon  hir  grief 

atherte, 
By  canae,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is ; 
And,  hy  yonr  leve,  I  wol  but  right  in 

stwte, 
And  do  yow  wite,  and  that  anoon,  y- 

wis,  1635 

If  that  he  slepe,  or  wole  onght  here  of 

this.* 
And  in  he  lepte,  and  seyde  him  in  his 

ere, 
;   *Ood  hare  thy  aonle,  y4)nxigfat  have  I 

thybere!' 

286.  TosmylenefthisgaiithoTroiliis, 
And  Pandarns,  with-onte  rekeninge,  1640 
Oat  wente  anoom  i*  Skyne  andDeiphebos, 
And  s^yde  hem,  *8o  there  be  no  taryinge, 
He  more  pres,  he  wol  wel  thai  ye  bringe 
GrisSyda,  my  lady,  that  is  here ; 
Andashemayendoren,  he  wole  here,  1645 

236.^  Bat  wel  ye  woot,  the  ohaombre  is 

batlyte. 
And  fewe  folk  may  lightly  make  it  warm ; 
Now  loketh  ye,  (for  I  wol  have  no  wyte, 
To  bringe  in  prees  that  mights  doon  him 

harm 
Or  him  disesen,  for  my  bettre  armX    1650 
Wher  it  be  bet  she  byde  til  eft-sones ; 
Kow  loketh  ye,  tha,t  knowen  what  to 

doooisL 

287.^  I  sqr  fbr  ma,  best  ii,  as  I  oan  knowe. 
That  no  wight  in  ne  wente  bat  ye  tweye, 
Bat  it  were  I,  for  I  can,  in  a  throwe,  1655 
Bdieroe  hir  cas,  onlyk  that  she  can  seye  ; 
And  after  this,  she  may  him  ones  preye 
To  ben  good  lord,  in  short,  and  take  hir 

lave; 
This  may  not  mnohel  of  his  ess  him  Tsre. 


288.  ^Amd  eek,  for  she  Is  straange,  he  wol 
forbere  1660 

His  ese,  which  that  him  thar  nooght  ior 

3row; 
Bek  ether  thing,  that  toobheth  not  to 

here, 
He  wol  me  telle,  I  woot  it  wel  right  now. 
That  seorel  is,  and  for  the  toones  prow.' 
And  they,  that  no-thing  knewe  of  this 

entente,  1665 

With-onte  more,  tfi  Troilos  in  they  wente. 

289.  Slcgme  in  al  hir  goodly  softs  wyse, 
(Ha  him  salawe,  and  womanly  to  pleye, 
And  seyde,  'ywis, ye  moste  alweyesaryae! 
Now  fSeiyre  brother,  beth  al  hool,  I  preye  t ' 
And  gan  hir  arm  right  orer  his  sholder 

leye,  1671 

And  him  with  al  hir  wit  to  reoomforte ; 
As  she  best  ooade,  she  gan  him  to  dis- 

porte. 

MO.  '80  after  this  qaod  she,  *we  yow 


ICy  dere  brother,  Deiphebos,  and  I,  1675 
For  lo>?»  of  god,  and  so  doth  Bandars  eke. 
To  been   good  lord   and  fireend,   right 

hertely, 
Un-to  Oriseyde,  which  that  oerteinly 
Beo^yreth  wrong,  as  woot  wel  here  Pan- 
dare, 
That  can  hir  oas  wel  bet  than  I  declare.' 

241.  This  Pandaras  gan  news  his  tange 
a%le, "  1681 

And  al  hir  eas  reheroe,  and  that  anoon ; 
Whan  it  was  seyd,  sone  after,  in  a  whyle, 
Qaod  Troilos,  *  as  sone  as  I  may  goon, 
I  wol  right  fsyn  with  al  my  might  ben 
oon,  1685 

Have  god  my  troathe,  hir  caase  to  sastene.' 

*  Oood  thrift  haye  ye,'  qaod  Bl^^e  the 

qaene. 

242.  Qaod  Pandaras, 'and it  yoor  wills be^ 
That  she  may  take  hir  lore,  er  that  she 

<  Or  elles  god  for-bede,'  tho  qaod  he,  1690 

*  If  that  she  yoaohe  saiaf  for  to  do  so.' 
And  with  that  word  qaod  Troilos,  *ye  two^ 
Deiphebos,  and  my  soster  leef  and  dere, 
To  yow  have  I  to  speke  of  o  matere, 
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2485  To  been  avysed  hy  yonr  reed  the 
bettre'>~  1695 

And  fond,  mhmp'WMtat  hie  beddes  heed, 
The  oopie  of  a  tretis  And  a  lettre, 
That  Eetor  hadde  him  sent  to  azen  reed, 
If  swich  a  man  -was  worthy  to  ben  deed, 
Woot  I  nought  who ;  bnt  in  agriely  wyie 
He  pr^yede  hem  anoon  on  it  a^yie.    1701 

^^  Deiphebgi  gan  thie  lettre  to  nnfolde 
In  emest  greet ;  fo  dide  ]^e^e  the  quene ; 
And  rominge  outward,  fast  it  gan  biholde. 
Downward  a  it^yre,  in-to  an  herber 
grene.  1705 

This  ilke  thing  th^  redden  hem  bi-twene; 
And  largely,  the  moontaonoe  of  an  honre. 
They  gonne  on  it  to  reden  and  to  pooreb 

846.  Now  lat  hem  lede,  and  tome  we 

anoon 
To  Fandaros,  that  gan  ftil  foete  pxye  1710 
That  al  was  wel,  and  ont  he  gan  to  goon 
In-to  the  gxete  chambre,  and  that  in  hye, 
And  feyde,  *  god  eave  al  this  oompanye ! 
Com,  neoe  myn ;  my  lady  qnene  Eleyne 
Abydeth  yow,  and  eek  my  lordes  tweyne. 

846L  Bys,  take  with  yow  yonr  neoe  An- 
tigone, 1716 
Or  whom  yow  list,  or  no  fors,  hardily ; 
The  lasse  prees,  the  bet ;  oom  forth  with 

me, 
And  loke  that  ye  thonke  hnmUely     1719 
Hem  alle  threoi  and,  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Your  ^yme  y-eee,  taketh  of  hem  yoor  leve, 
Lest  we  to  longe  his  restes  him  bireveu* 

247.  Alinnooent  of  Psndaros  entente, 
Qnod  tho  Criseyde,  *  go  we,  nnole  dere*; 
And  arm  in  arm  inward  with  him  she 
wente,  1723 

A-vyied  wel  hir  woides  and  hir  ohere ; 
And  Pandaros,  in  emestftd  manere, 
Seyde,  *  alle  folk,  for  goddes  love,  I  preye, 
8tinteth  light  here,  and  softely  yow  pleye. 


248.  Aviseth   yow  what  folk  ben   here 
with-inne,  1730 

And  in  what  plyt  oon  is,  god  him  a> 

mendel 
And  inward  thus  taX  softely  biginne ; 
Neoe,  I  ooi^are  and  heighly  yow  defende, 
On  his  half;  which  that  sowle  ns  alle 

sonde, 
And  in  the  vertoe  of  ooronnes  tweyne, 
Slee  nooght  this  man,  that  hath  for  yow 

thispcyne!  i73<^ 

249.  ly  on  the  devel !  thenk  which  oon 
he  is. 

And  in  what  plyt  he  lyth;  oom  of  anoon; 
Thenk  al  swioh  taried  tyd,  bnt  lost  it  nis! 
That  wol  ye  bothe  soyn,  whan  ye  ben  oon. 
Seoonndelioh,ther  yet  devyneth  noon  1741 
Up-on  yow  two ;  oom  of  now,  if  ye  eonne ; 
Whyl  folk  is  blent,  lo,  al  the  lyme  is 
wonnel 

260.^In  tltering,  and  poxstiite,  and  d^ 

layes, 
The  folk  devyne  at  wagginge  of  a  stree; 
And  thoogh  ye  wolde  han  after  mexye 

dayes,  1746 

Than  dar  ye  nought,  and  why?  for  she,- 

and  she  ^ 

Spakswich  a  word ;  thns  loked  he,  and  he ; , 
Lest  lyme  I  loste,  I  dar  not  with  yow  dele ; 
Com  of  theifiMDe,andbringethhimto  hele.* 

261.  But  now  to  yow,  ye  lovers  that  ben 

here,  1751 

Was  Troilns  nought  in  a  oankedort, 
That  lay,  and  mighte  whispringe  of  hem 

here. 
And  thonghte, '  O  lord,  right  now  renneth 

niy  sort 
FaBy  to  dye,  or  han  anoon  comfort*;  1755 
And  was  the  firste  tyme  he  shnlde  hir 

preye 
Of  love;  O  mighty  god,  what  shal  he  ieye? 

EypHdt  Socmdui  Ltber. 
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1.  O  BLnruL  light,  of  whiohe  the  bemei 
^^      olere 
^^""^  -  Adometh  a1  the  thridde  hevene  Mn ! 
O  loxmet  leef^  O  Joree  dovghter  dere, 
Fleeannoe  of  love,  O  goodly  debonaire. 
In  gentU  hertee  ey  redy  to  repaire  I        5 
O  vemy  oMue  of  hele  and  of  glwdneeio, 
Y*heried  be  thy  mig^  and  thy  goodneeee  I 

S.   In  hevene  and  helle,  in  erthe  and 

■alteeee 
If  fUt  thy  might,  if  that  I  ^1  deKMrne ; 
As  man,  brid,  beet,  flah,  herbe  and  grene 

tree  10 

Thee  ftle  in  ^nnea  with  vapour  eteme. 
God  loveth,  and  to  lovewol  nought  weme ; 
And  in  this  irorld  no  lyves  cireatnre, 
With-onten  love,  is  ivorth,  or  may  endoreb 

8.  TeJoves  first  to  thOkeeffeotes  glade,  15 
nuHrngh  whioh  that  thinges  liven  aUe 

and  be, 
Comeveden,  and  amorous  fhim  made 
On  mortal  thing,  and  as  yow  list,  ay  ye 
Yeve  him  in  love  ese  or  adveraitee ; 
And  in  a  thousand  formes  doon  him  sente 
Vm  love  in  eocihe,  and  wham,  yow  liste, 

hehente.  at 

4.  YeilerselCaisapeyienofhisire, 
And,  as  yow  list,  ye  maken  hertes  djgne ; 
Algates,  hem  that  ye  wol  sette  a>fyre. 
They  dreden  shame,  and  vices  thsy  re- 
signs; 45 

Ye  do  hemoorteys  be,  fresshe  and  benigne, 
And  hye  or  kywe,  after  a  wight  entendeth ; 
The  joyes  that  he  hath,  your  might  him 
sendeth. 

5.  Ye  holden  regne  and  hoos  in  nnitee ; 
Ye  soothftsi  cause  of  frendship  been  also ; 
Ye  knowe  al  thilke  covered  qnalitee      st 
Of  thinges  whioh  that  folk  on  wondren  so. 


Whan  they  cannot  oonstniehowit  may  Jo, 
She  loveth  him,  or  why  he  loveth  here ; 
As  why  this  fish,  and  non^t  that,  oometh 
towers.  35 


6L  Ye  folk  a  lawehaa  set  in  universe. 
And  this  knowe  I  by  hem  that  loveres  be. 
That  who-so  stxyveth  with  yow  hath  the 


Now,  lady  bright,  for  thy  benignitee, 
At  reverence  of  hem  that  serven  thee,    40 
Whos  clerk  I  am,  so  teoheth  me  devyse 
Som  jcye  of  that  is  folt  in  thy  servyse. 

7.  Ye  in  my  naked  herte  sentement 
Inhelde,  and  do  me  shewe  of  thy  swet- 

nesse. — 
Oaliope,  thy  vois  be  now  present,  45 

For  now  is  nede ;  sestow  not  my  destresse. 
How  I  mot  telle  anon-right  the  gladnesse 
Of  Troilns,  to  Venus  heryinge  f 
To  which  gladnes,  who  nede  hath,  god 

himbringe! 

djdictt  prohemiom  Terdi  LibriL 

Incipit  Liber  Terciiis. 

8.  Lat  al  this  mene  whyle  ^roilos,        50 
Beooardinge  his  lessonn  in  this  manere, 

* Ka  feyl'  thought  he,  'thus  wole  I  seye 

and  thus; 
Thus  wole  I  pleyne  nn-to  my  lady  dere ; 
That  word  is  good,  and  this  shal  be  my 

chere; 
This  nil  I  not  foryeten  in  no  wyse.*       55 
Ood  leve  him  werken  ashe  gan  devyse. 

9.  And  lord,  so  that  his  herte  gan  to 

qnappe, 
Heringe  hir  come,  and  shorte  for  toeyke! 
And  l^pnd^untf,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 

lappe. 
Com  neer,  and  gan  in  at  the  cnrtin  pyke. 
And  seyde,  *  god  do  bote  on  alia  syke!   61 
&««,  who  is  here  yow  comen  to  viiyte ; 
Lo,  here  is  she  that  is  your  deeth  to  wyte.' 
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10.  Ther-with  it  semed  as  ho  wepte  al- 
most; 

<  A  ha,'  quod  TroUqa  ao  rewftiUy,  65 

*  Wher  me  be  wo,  O  mighty  god,  thou 

woet! 
Who  is  al  there?  I  see  nought  trewely.* 
.'Sire,' quod  Criseyde,  *it  is  FSadare  and!.' 
'Ye,  swete  herte?  alUtf,  I  majnonght  lyse 
To  knele,  and  do  yow  honoar  in  som 

wyse.'  70 

11.  And  dxessede  him  upward,  and  she 
right  tho 

Oon  bothe  here  hondes  soAe  upon  him 

leye, 
'  0,  for  the  love  of  god,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me,'  quod  she,  *  ey  t  what  is  this  to 

seye? 
Sire,  come  am  I  to  yow  for  causes  tweye ; 
First,  yow  to  thonke,  and  of  your  lord- 

lOdpe  eke  76 

€ontinuaunce  I  wolde  yow  Useke.' 

12.  This  TroHug,  that   herde   his  lady 
preye 

Of  lordship  him,  wez  neither  quik  ne 

deed, 
ITe  mighte  a  word  for  shame  to  it  seye,  80 
Al-thoagh  men  sholde  smyten  of  his  heed. 
But  lord,  so  he  wex  sodeinliche  reed. 
And  sire,  his  lesson,  that  he  wende  conne, 
To  preyen  hir,  is  thurgh  his  wit  y-ronne. 

18.  Criseyde  al  this  aspyede  wel  y-nou^ 
For  she  was  wjrs,  and  lovede  him  never- 

the-lasse,  86 

Al  nere  he  malapert^  or  made  it  tough, 
Or  was  to  hold,  to  singe  a  fool  a  masse. 
But  whan  his  shame  gan  somwhat  to 

passe. 
His  resons,  as  I  may  my  lymes  holde,  90 
I  yow  wol  telle,  as  techen  bokes  olde. 

14.  In  ohannged  vois,  right  for  his  verr^ 

drede. 
Which  vois  eek  quook,  and  ther-to  his 

manere 
Goodly  abayst,  and  now  his  hewes  rede, 
Kow  pale,  un-to  Criseyde,  his  lady  dere,  95 
With  look  donn  oast  and  humble  yolden 

chore, 


Lo,  th'alderflrste  word  that  him  asterte 
Was,  twyes,  *meroy,  meroy,  swete  herte!* 

16.  And  stinte  a  whyl,  and  whan  he 
mighte  out-hringe,  99 

The  nezte  word  was,  *  god  wot,  for  I  have, 

As  feythfdlly  as  I  have  had  konninge, 

Ben  j^oures,  also  god  my  sowle  save; 

And  shal,  tU  that  I,  woftd  wight,  be 
grave. 

And  though  I  dar  ne  con  un-to  yow 
pleyne, 

Y-wis,  I  suffre  nought  the  lasso  peyne.  105 

16f  Thus  muohe  as  now,  O  wommanllche 

wyf, 
I  may  out-bringe,  and  if  this  yow  diaplese, 
That  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  lyf 
Bight  sone,  I  trowe,  and  doon  your  herte 

an  080,  109 

If  with  my  doeth  your  herte  I  may  apese. 
But  sin  that  ye  ban  herd  me  som-what 

seye, 
Kow  reecho  I  never  how  sone  that  I  doye.' 

17  Thor-with  his  manly  sorwe  to  btholde, 
It  mighte  ban  maad  an  herte  of  stoon  to 

rewe ;  114 

And  Pandare  weep  as  ho  to  watre  wolde, 
And  poked  ever  his  neoe  newe  and  nowe, 
And  seyde,  *  wo  bigon  ben  hertes  trewe ! 
For  love  of  god,  make  of  this  thing  an 

ende. 
Or  sloe  us  bothe  at  ones,  er  that  ye  wende.* 

la  'If  what>>  quod  she,*  by  god  and  by 

my  trouthe,  lao 

1  noot  nought  what  ye  wilne  that  I  seye.' 
*  I  ?  what  f '  quod  he,  *  that  ye  ban  on  him 

routhe, 
For  goddoo  love,  and  doth  him  noogfat  to 

deye.» 
*Kow  thanne  thus,'  quod  she,  'I  wolde 

him  preye 
To  telle  me  the  fyn  of  his  entente ;      125 
Yet  wiste  Inever  wel  what  that  he  menta.^ 

18.  'What  that  I  mono,  O  swete  herte 

dere?* 
Quod  Troihu^  *  O  goodly  flrosiiTie  free ! 
That,  with  the  stremes  of  your  eyen  dere, 
Ye  wolde  som^yme  froen^on  me  sooi  190 
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And  thaime  agrtlhi  HuA  I  xnay  btn  hA, 
With-oate  1nttmieh«  of  ipyM  In  any  wyM, 
In  troathe  alwey  to  doon  yow  my  servyse 

fiO.  Aj  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wH  and  al  my  dlligencio,  135 
And  I  to  han,  ri^t  ai  yxm  list,  oomfort, 
Under  your  yerde,  egal  to  myn  offenoe, 
Am  deeth,  if  that  I  bx«ke  your  defence ; 
And  that  ye  deigne  me  ao  mnche  hononre, 
Me  to  eomannden  ought  in  any  honre.  140 

21.*^  And  I  to  been  your  yerray  hnmUe 

trewe. 
Secret,  and  in  my  paynes  padent, 
And  eveMUO  desire  ftvshly  newe. 
To  serren,  and  been  fy-lyke  ay  diligent, 
And,  -with   good   herte,   al   holly  your 

talent  i45 

Beoesrven  wel,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
Lo,  fhismene  I,  myn  owene  swete  herte.* 

2SL  Quod  Pandams.  *lo,  here  an  hard 

request. 
And  resonable,  a  lady  for  to  weme ! 
Now,  neee  mj^  by  natal  Jores  fest,    tgo 
Were  I  a  god,  ye  sholde  sterve  as  y  erne, 
That  haren  wel,  this  ntan  wol  no-thing 

yerae 
Bat  yoor  hononr,  and  seen  him  almost 

sterre. 
And  been  so  looth  to  snffiren  him  yow' 

serve.* 

28  With  that  ^  gan  hir  eyen  on  him 
caste  155 

Fnl  esUy,  and  fol  debonairly, 
Ayysing  hir,  and  hyed  not  to  £ute 
With  never  a  word,  bat  seyde  him  soltely, 
*  Myn  honoar  saaf,  I  wol  wel  trewely, 
And  in  swioh  forma  as  he  can   now 
devyse,  160 

Beoeyven  him  ftilly  to  my  servyae, 

2L^  Biseohing  him,  for  goddes  love,  that 

he 
Wolda,  in  hononr  of  tronthe  and  gentil- 


As  I  wel  mane,  eek  mena  wel  to  ma,  164. 
And  myn  honoar,  with  wit  and  becinease, 
Aykepe;  and  if  I  may  don  himgladnsesn, 


Fromhennes-Attth,  y-wia,  I  nil  not  feyne : 
Now  beeth  al  hool,  no  longer  ye  ne  pleyne. 

25/Bat  nathelees,  this  wame   I  yow,* 

qoodshe, 
*AlEinges8oneal.thoaghyebe,y-wis,  170 
Te  shol  na-more  have  soverainetee 
Of  me  in  hrre,  than  right  in  that  oas  ia ; 
Ve  I  nU  forbfive,  if  that  ye  doon  a-mis, 
To  wrathen  yow;  and  whyl  that  ye  me 


Okeryoen  yow  rii^t  after  ye  deserve.   175 

96.^And  riiortiy,  dex«  herte  and  al  my 

hnight» 
Beth  gUd,  and  draweth  yow  to  lastinesse, 
And  I  shal  trewely,  with  al  my  might, 
Your  Uttn  tomen  al  in-toswetnesse ;  179 
If  I  be  she  that  may  yow  do  gladnesse. 
For  every  wo  ye  shal  reoovere  a  blisse '; 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  gan  him 


27    HI  Pandaros  on  knees,  and  ap  his 

y«» 
To  hevene  threw,  and  held  his  hondes 

kya, 
« Immortal  god !'  qaod  he,  *  that  mayst 

nought  dyen,  185 

OixpUim  I  mene,  of  this  maySt  g^orifye ; 
And  Venos,  thoa  majrst  make  melodye ; 
With-oaten  bond,  me  semeth   that  in 

towne, 
For  this  manrayle,  Ihera ach  belle  sowne. 

Sa^Bat  ho!  no  moare  as  now  of  this 
matere,  190 

For-why  this  folk  ird  eomen  op  anoon, 
That  ban  the  letti«  red  :  lo,  I  hem  here. 
Bat  I  ooajore  thee,  Criseyde,  and  con. 
And  two,  thoa  Troilas,  whan  thow  mayst 

33iat  at  myn  hoos  ye  been  at  my  wam- 
inge,  X95 

For  I  ftd  wel  shal  shape  yoor  oominge ; 

88/ And  eseth  tha^yoor  hertes  right 

y-noogh ; 
And  lat  see  which  of  yow  shal  here  the 


To  epeke  of  love  a-right!^  ther-with  he 
lough, 
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'  For  ther  haveye  alaTSerfbr  to  teUe.'  aoo 
Quod  Trc^ns,  *  how  kniee  shal  I  dwelle 
Er  this  he  doon?'  Quod  he,  *  whan  thou 

xxiayst  TyBB^ 
This  thing  shal  be  right  as  I  yow  devyse.' 

80.  With  that  ^UQ^e  and  also  Deifhebns 
Tho  oomen  npward,  right  at  the  st^yres 

ende;  305 

f  And  lord,  00  than  gan  grone  Troihis, 
c  His  brother  and  his  soster  for  to  Uende. 
Qaod  Fandaros,  *it  ^me  is   that  we 

wende; 
Tsk,  neoe  mjn,  your  Isve  at  alle  three, 
And  lat  hem  speke,  and  oometh  forth 
with  me.*  aio 

81.  She  took  hirleve  at  hem  M  thriftily, 
As  she  wel  ooode,  and  they  hir  reverence 
Un-to  the  Aille  diden  hardely, 

And  speken  wonder  wel»  in  hir  absence, 
Of  hir,  in  preysing  of  hir  exoellenoe,    215 
Hir  govemaonoe,  hir  wit ;  and  hir  man- 

ere 
Commendeden,  it  joye  was  to  here. 

82.  Now  lat  hir  wende  nn-to  hir  owne 
plaoe. 

And  tome  we  to  Troilns  a<ye£n,  919 

That  gan  ftU  lightiy  of  the  lettie  psMe 
TJxat  Deiphebos  hadde  in  the  gardin  seyn. 
And  of  EUyne  and  him  he  woldeftyn 
Delivered  been,  and  seyde,  that  him  leste 
To  depe,  and  after  tales  have  xeste. 

88.  Eleyne  hhn  Uste,  and  took  hir  leve 

blyve,  92$ 

Deiphebos  eek,  and  boom  wente  sivexy 

wight; 
And  Fandams,  as  fkste  as  he  may  dryve, 
To  Troilns  tho  eom,  as  lyne  right ; 
And  on  a  paillet,  al  that  glade  night, 
By  Troilnshe  lay,  with  mery  ohere,     S30 
To  tale;  and  wel  was  hem  they  were 
y-ftoei 

84.  Whan  efvaiy  wight  was  voided  but 

they  two. 
And  alle  tiie  dores  wers  £ute  yndielte, 
To  telle  in  short,  with-oate  wordes  mo, 
This  Pandams,  with-onten  any  lette,  23s 
Up  roos,  and  on  his  beddsf  ffyde  him  sette, 


And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  wyse 
To  Troilns,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

86.  *]|yn  alderlevest  lord,  and  brother 

dere, 
Gh>d  woot,  and  thoo,  that  it  sat  me  so 

sore,  240 

When  I  thee  saw  so  langnisshing  to-yere, 
For  love,  of  whioh  thy  wo  wez  alwey 

more; 
That  I,  with  al  my  might  and  al  my  lore, 
Hath  ever  sithen  doon  my  bisinesse 
To  brings  thee  to  joye  oatof  distreese ; 

88.^ And  have  it  brought  %o  swich  plyt  as 

thoa  wost,  246 

So  that,  thomgh  me,  thow  stondest  now 

in  weye 
To  fl&re  wel,  I  s^ye  it  for  no  host, 
Andwostowwhy?  for  shame  itis  toseye, 
For  thee  have  I  bigonne  a  gamen  pleye 
Which  that  I  never  doon  shal  eft  for 

other,  251 

Al-thongh  he  were  a  thousand  fold  my 

brother. 

87.*^  That  is  to  saye,  for  thee  am  I  biocnnen, 
Bitwixen  game  and  emest,  swioh  a  mens 
As  maken  wommen  nn-to  men  to  oomen ; 
Al  s^  I  nought,  thou  wost  wel  what  I 
mene.  25S 

For  thee  have  I  my  nece,  of  vyoes  dene. 
So  folly  maad  thy  gentilesse  triste. 
That  al  shal  been  right  as  thy-selve  listSb 

88.'^Bat  god,  that  al  wot,  take  I  to  wit* 
nesse,  260 

That  never  I  this  fbr  ooveftyse  wronghte, 
Bat  only  fbr  to  abregge  that  distresse. 
For  whioh  wel  nygh  thoa  deydest,  as  ma 

thonghte. 

Bat  gode  brother,  do  now  as  thee  onghte. 

For  goddes  love,  and  keep  hir  oat  of 

blaihe,  965 

Sin  thoa  art  wys,  and  save  alwey  hir 


80.^For  wd  thou  wost,  the  name  as  yet 

of  here 
Amongthepeple,  as  whossyth,  hdwed  Is; 
For  that  man  is  nnbore,  I  dar  wd  swevs. 
That  ever  wiste  that  die  dida  amis.     276 
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Bat  wo  is  me,  thttt  I,  tlu*  «Mfe  a1  this, 
May  thenken  that  iha  is  mj  bom  dere, 
And  I  hir  eem,  and  tnijytor  Mk  j^Aare ! 

40/ And  wme  it  wist  that  I,  thxooghmjnn 

engyn, 
Hadde  in  my  neee  y-pnt  thisikatAnye,  97s 
To  do  thy  lost,  and  hooUy  to  be  thjn. 
Why,  al  the  worid  np-on  it  wolde  oxye, 
And  seye,  that  I  the  wonte  tredherye 
Dido  in  this  oas,  that  ever  was  bigonne. 
And  she  for4ost,  and  thon  right  nought 

y-wonne.  s8o 

4L  Wher-fore,  er  I  wol  ftrthcr  goon  a 

pas, 
Tet  eft  I  thee  Mseehe  and  ftally  wye, 
That  privetee  go  wHh  vs  in  this  eas, 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  US  never  wreye; 
And  be  nought  wzooth,  thon^^  I  thee 
oftepr^ye  sQ5 

To  holden  seoxee  swioh  an  heigh  matere; 
For  skilfU  is,  thow  west  wel,  my  preyeNL 

42.  ^And  thenk  wha*  wo  tlier  hath  biftid 

erthis, 
For  maVinge  of  avanntes,  as  men  rede ; 
And  what  misehannoe  in  this  world  yet 

theris,  290 

Fro  day  to  day,  ri«^t  for  that  wikked 

dede; 
For  which  these  wyse  dsrfces  thai  ben 

dede 
Han  ever  yet  pioverbed  to  ns  yonge. 
That  "  ftrste  vertn  is  to  kepe  tonge." 

43/ And,  nere  it  that  I  wilne  ai  now 
t*ahregge  #95 

IMffosioan  of  speohe,  I  oMids  ahnost 
A  thousand  cdde  stories  thee  alegge 
Of  wommen  lost,  thomgh  ftls  and  fbles 

host; 
Froverbes  canst  thyself  y-nowe,  and  wost, 
Ayeins  that  vyoe,  for  to  been  a  labbe,  300 
Al  seyde  men  sooth  as  oAsn  as  th^y  gabbe. 

44.^0  tonge,  anas  t  so  often  here-Wfom 
Hastow  made  many  a  lady  bright  of  hewe 
Seyd,  *<we3awey!  thedaythatlwasborn'l* 
And  many  a  maydes  sorwM  fior  to  mewe ; 
And,  for  the  mcov  part,  al  It  imtrewe  306 


Ihait  men  of  yelpe,  and  it  were  brought 

to  prove; 
Of  kinde  non  avaontonr  is  to  leve. 

4^  Avaantonr  and  a  lyere,  al  is  on  ;   309 
As  thos :  I  pose,  a  womman  grannte  me 
Hir  love,  andseyth  that  other  wol  she  non, 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  seoree, 
And  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three ; 
T-wis,  I  am  avaontonr  at  the  loste, 
And  lyere,  for  I  broke  my  biheste.        315 

46.  Kow  loke  thanne.  If  they  be  nought 

toUame, 
Swich  manor  folk;   what  shal  I  dope 

hem,  what, 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  by 

name, 
That  never  yet  bihighte  hem  this  ne  that, 
No  knowe  hem  more  than  myn  olde  hat?  ' 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  me  sonde  hele,    321 
Though  wommen  drede  irlth  ns  men  to 


47.  I  s^  not  this  fbr  no  mistrust  of  yow, 
Ne  ibr  no  wys  man,  bat  Ibr  foles  nyoe, 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  Is 

now,  325 

As  wel  for  foly  ofte  as  fbr  malyoe ; 
For  wel  vrot  I,  in  wyie  folk,  that  vyoe 
Ko  womman  drat,  if  she  be  wel  avysed  ^ 
For  wyie  ben  by  ibles  harm  ohastysed. 

r 

48.  Bntnowtoparpos;  lave  brother  dera, 
Have  al  this  thing  that  I  have  soyd  in 

ndnde,  331 

And  keep  thee  olos,  and  be  now  of  good 

ohere. 
For  at  thy  day  thoa  shalt  me  trewe  finde. 
I  shal  thy  prooes  sette  in  swioh  a  kinde. 
And  godto-forn,  that  it  shall  thee  snf^se. 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thoa  wolt  de- 

▼yse.  336 

49/ For  wel  I  woot,  thoa  menest  wel, 

paide; 
llMrfore  I  dar  this  ftaUy  andertake. 
Thou  wost  eek  what  thy  lady  graonted 


And  day  is  set,  the  ohartres  np  to  make. 

Have  now  good  nif^t,  I  may  no  longer 

wake;  341 
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And  bid  for  me,  nn  thomart  now  in  bliaae, 
That  god  me  sonde  deeth  or  loiie  liese.' 

60.  Who  mighte  telle  half  the  joye  or  feete 
Whioh  that  the  BOwle  of  ^^Uns  tho  Mto^ 
Heringe  th'effect  of  Fandams  biheste?  346 
His  olde  wo,  that  made  his  herte  swelte, 
Oan  tho  for  joye  wasten  and  to-melte, 
And  al  the  riohesse  of  his  ^ykes  sore 
At  ones  fledde,  he  felte  of  hem  no  more. 

,  61.  Bat  light  so  as  these  holtes  and  these 
hayes,  351 

That  han  in  winter  dede  been  and  dreye, 
Bevesten  hem  in  grene,  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  Insty  lyketh  best  to  pleye : 
Bight  in  that  selve  wyse,  sooth  to  seye,  355 
Wex  sodeynliche  his  herte  Ail  of  joye, 
13iat  gladder  was  ther  never  man  in  Troye. 

68.  And  gan  his  look  on  Fandams  np 

caste 
Fol  sobrely,  and  frendly  for  to  see,       359 
And  s^yde,  *  fireend,  in  Aprilie  the  laste^ 
As  wel  thon  woet,  if  it  remembre  thee, 
How  neig^  the  deeth  for  wo  thoa  fonnde 

me; 
And  how  thoa  didest  al  thy  bisinesse 
1\>  knows  of  me  the  caose  of  my  distiessew 

68.^  Thoa  wost  how  longe  X  it  for-bar  to 

seye  365 

To  thee,  that  aft  the  man  that  I  best 

triste; 
And  peril  was  it  noon  to  thee  by-wr^ye, 
Thatwistolw^;  battelme,if theeliste, 
Sith  I  so  looth  was  that  thy-self  it  wiste, 
How  donte  I  mo  teUen  of  this  matere,  370 
That  qnake  now,  and  no  wight  msy  ns 
here? 

64  BntnatheleSjbythatgodltheeswere, 
That,  as  him  list,  may  al  this  world 

goveme. 
And,  if  I  ly^  Achilles  with  his  spera 
ICyn  herte  clsve,  al  were  my  lyf  eteme) 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yeme     -  376 
Wdde  it  biwreye,  or  dorste,  or  sholde 

oonne, 
FVmt  al  the  good  that  god  made  under 

Sonne: 


66.  That  rather  d^ye  I  wolde,  and  4e» 

termyne, 
As.thinketh  me,  now  stokked  in  presoon. 
In  wreoohednesse,  in  filthe,  and  in  ver- 

myne,  38s 

Gaytif  to  orael  king  Agamenoan ; 
And  this,  in  alle  the  temples  of  this 

toon, 
Up<m  the  goddes  alle,  I  wol  thee  swere, 
To-morwe  day,  if  that  thee  lyketh  here.  385 

66.  And  that  thoa  hast  so  mnche  y<4oon 
forme. 

That  I  ne  may  it  never-more  deserve, 
This  knows  I  wel^  al  mighte  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thoosand  ^mes  on  «  morwen  sterve, 
I  can  no  more,  bat  that  I  wol  thee  serve 
Bight   as   thy   solave,   whider-so    thoa 

wende,  391 

For  ever-more,  on-to  my  lyves  ende ! 

67.  But  here,  with  al  myn  herte,  I  thee 
biseohe. 

That  never  in  me  thoa  dsme  swich  fi»lye 
As  I  shal  seyn;  me  thoughte,  by  thy 

speohe,  395 

Tba/t  this,  which  thoa  me  dost  for  oomi- 

l^anye, 
I  sholde  wene  it  were  a  baaderye ; 
I  am  nought  wood,  al-if  1  lewed  be ; 
It  is  not  so^  that  woot  I  wel,  pardee. 

6a^Bat  he  that  goth,  for  gold  or  for 

richesse,  400 

On  swich  message,  calls  him  what  thee 

list; 
And  this  that  thoa  dost,  oalleit  gentilesse, 
Compasskmn,  and  felawship,  and  trist ; 
Departe  it  so,  for  wyde-where  is  wist 
How  that  there  is  dyversitee  reqnered  405 
Bitwizen  thinges  lyke,  as  I  have  lered. 

60.  And,   that  thou  knowe   I  thenke 

nought  JM  wene 
That  this  servyse  a  shame  be  or  jape, 
I  have  my  fiiire  suster  Bfdiizene, 
Oassandre,  Bleyne,  or  any  of  the  ftape ; 
Be  she  never  so  &ire  or  wel  y-shape,    411 
Tel  me,  which  thou  wilt  of  everichone, 
To  han  fiir  tbyn^^andlat  methanne  allone. 
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dO.^B«t  iln  thai  Iboci  liask  don  m*  tlito 
aervTM,  414 

Hy  lyf  to  laye,  and  for  noon  hope  of  mede. 
So,  for  the  lore  of  god,  thie  svete  — >pijie 
Ptefonne  it  out ;  for  now  is  moete  nede. 
For  hi^  and  low,  wlth-o«ten  any  dvede, 
I  wol  alwey  thyne  heetes  alle  kepe ; 
Have  now  good  nlf^i,  aad  lat  na  boihe 
■lepe.*  4J0 

61.  Thna  held  him  edh  'With  other  wel 

apayed, 
That  al  the  worid  ne  migfate  it  bet 


And,  on  the  mprwe,  whan  thiy  were 

arayed, 
Eoh  to  hia  owene  nedee  gan  entende» 
Bat  Troilna,  thoos^  as  the  fyr  he  brende 
For  ehazp  deeyr  of  hope  and  of  pleeaanoe, 
He  not  for-gat  hia  gode  govemannoe.  407 

6SL  Bat  in  him<aelf  with  manhod  gan 


Ech  rakel  dede  and  eoh  nnbrydled  ehere, 
That  alle  tho  thai  liven,  tooth  to  asyne, 
Ke  Bholde  han  wift,  by  word  or  by  manere, 
What  that  he  mente,  aa  tooohing  thia 
matere.  43« 

From  eveiy  wig^t  aa  ftr  aa  ia  Hm  ekmde 
He  waa,  lo  wel  dMmwlen  he  oonde. 

68.  And  al  the  whyl  which  that  I  yow 
devyse,  4$S 

Thia  waa  hia  lyf;  with  al  his  ftdle  mig^ti 
By  day  he  was  in  Martes  hi|^  aenryse, 
Thia  is  to  seyn,  in  anaes  as  a  knight ; 
And  for  the  more  part,  the  kmge  ni^t 
He  lay,  and  thooi^kAa  how  that  he  mii^ite 


His  lady  best,  hir  thank  fiar  to  desenre. 

64.  Nil  I  nooghtswerS,  although  he  lay 

aoAe, 
That  in  hia  tbooght  he  naa  sunwhat 

disesed, 
Ke  that  he  tomede  on  his  palwcs  ofte. 
And  wolde  of  that  him  miweil  han  ben 

•esed;  44^ 

Bat  in  swioh  eaa  man  is  noa|^  atwey 


Tot  ooght  I  wot,  no  more  than  was  he ; 
That  can  I  deme  of  jpoasibiliftia 


6S.  But  eerteyn  Is,  to  parpos  for  to  go,    ' 
That  in   thia  whyle,  as  writen  is  in 
geste,  450 

He  say  his  lady  8om<4yme ;  and  also 
She  with  him  apak,  whan  that  she  dorste 


And  by  hir  bothe  avys,  as  was  the  bestOk 
Apoynteden  fol  warly  in  this  nede. 
So  as  they  dorste,  how  they  wolde  pro- 
eedew  45^ 

66.  Bat  it  was  qpoken  in  so  short  a  wyse, 
In  swioh  awayt  alwey,  and  in  swioh  fere, 
Lest  any  wyi^t  divynen  or  deryse 
Wolde  of  hem  two,  or  to  it  leye  an  ere, 
That  al  this  world  so  leef  to  hem  ne 

were  460 

As  that  Oopido  wiolde  hem  graoe  sende 
To  maken  of  hir  qpeohe  aright  an  ende. 

67.  Bat  thilke  Utel  that  they  ipeke  or 
wzoQghte, 

His  wyse  goost  took  ay  of  al  swioh  hede. 
It  SiBMd  hirv  he  wiste  that  die  thoogfato 
With-eaten  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nede 
To  bidde  him  ooght  to  dime,  or  ooght 

forbede ;  467 

For  which  she  thooghte  that  love,  al 

oomeitlate, 
Of  alle  joye  hadde  opned  hir  the  yate. 

66.  And   shortly  of  this  prooes  for  to 

v^^  470 

80  wel  his  work  and  wordea  he  blsette, 
That  he  80  ftil  stood  in  his  lady  graoe. 
That  twenty  thoosand  tymes,  or  she  lette, 
She  thonked  god   she   ever  with   him 


So  ooode  he  him  goveme  in  swich  ser- 
▼yie,  475 

That  al  the  world  ne  mighte  it  bet 
deryae. 

60.  FoTiWhyihefeAdhimsodisoreetinal, 
So  aeoret,  and  of  swioh  obeisannoe. 
That  wel  she  f elte  he  was  to  hir  a  wal 
Of  steel,  and  ahald  firom  OTeiy  displ»> 
saonoe;  460 

That,  to  ben  in  hia  gode  goremannoe. 
So  wys  he  was,  she  was  no  more  afored, 
I  mane,  as  for  as  ooghte  ben  zeqoered* 
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70.  A]idFauidanis,toqiiikeAlw«ythefyr, 
Wai  ever  y*Iyke  preet  and  diligent ;  485 
To  eee  his  ftend  was  set  al  his  de^yr. 

He  shoof  ay  on,  he  to  and  fro  "was  sent ; 
He  lettres  bam^um  Troilns  -was  absent. 
That  neyer  man,  as  in  his  freendes  nede, 
Ke  bar  him  bet  than  he,  -with-ooten 
drede.  490 

71.  But  now,  pannnter,  som  man  wayten 
wolde 

That  every  word,  or  sonde,  or  look,  or 

chere 
Of  Troilns  that  I  rehersen  diolde, 
In  al  this  whyle,  nn-to  his  lady  dere ; 
I  trowe  it  were  a  long  thhig  for  to 

here ;  495 

Or  of  idiat  wifi^t  that  stent  In  swich  dis- 

joynte, 
His  wordes  alle,  or  eveiy  look,  to  poynte. 

72.  For  sothe,  I  have  not  herd  it  doon  er 
this. 

In  stoiye  noon,  ne  no  man  here,  I  wene ; 
And  thoogh  I  wolde  I  ooade  not,  y-wis ; 
Fortherwassomei»istelhemhitwene,  501 
That  wolde,  as  s^yth  myn  aaetor,  wel 

oontene 
Neigh  half  thU  book,  of  whioh  him  list 

notwxyte; 
How  sholde  I  thanne  a  lyne  of  it  endyte  f 

78.  Bat  to  the  grete  effect :  than  a&y  I 
thus,  505 

That  stonding  in  oonoordaind  in  quiete 
Thise  ilke  two,  Criseyde  and  Troilus, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  tynie  swete, 
Save  only  often  mighte  th^  not  metSi 
KelayserhaTehirspeohestofycilfelle,  510 
That  it  befol  right  as  I  shal  yow  telle, 

7i.  That  Fkndarus,  that  ever  dide  his 

laight 
Bight  for  the  fyn  that  I  shal  speke  of 

here, 
As  for  to  brings  to  his  hons  som  night 
His  ikire  neee,  and  Troilus  y^Sare,        515 
Wher-as  at  leyser  al  this  heigh  matere, 
Toaohing  hir  love,  wore  at  the  fhlle  up- 

boonde, 
Hadde  out  of  doote  a  tyme  to  it  fovnda. 


75.  For  he  with  greet  deliberaoioun 
Hadde  eyezy  thing  that  heir4o  mighte 
amyle  sao 

Fom-oast,  and  put  in  eieenoloun, 
And  neither  laft  for  oost  ne  f<»  travayle ; 
Oome  if  hem  lest,  hem  sholde  no-thing 

And  for  to  been  in  ought  espyed  there, 
That,  wiste  he  wel,  an  inpossible  wwre. 

70.  Dredelees,  H  deer  was  in  the  wind 
Of  every  pye  and  every  lettio  gsme ;      5*7 
Now  al  is  wel,  for  al  the  world  is  blind 
In  this  matere,  bothe  fremed  aad  tame. 
This  timber  is  alredy  up  to  frame;      590 
Us  lakketh  nought  but  that  we  witen 

wolde 
A  oertein  houve,  in  whiohe  she  oomen 


77.  And  Troilns,  that  al  this  purveyaunoe 
Knew  at  the  fhlle,  and  waytede  on  it  ay, 
Hadde  here-up-on  eek  made  gret  orde- 

naunoe,  «5 

And  founde  his  cause,  and  ther-to  hit 

aray, 
If  that  he  were  missed,  night  oar  day , 
Thar-whyle  he  was  aboute  this  servyse. 
That  he  was  goon  to  doon  his  saoxiQ^Be, 

78.  And  moste  at  swich  a  temple  alone 
wake,  540 

Answered  of  Appollo  for  to  be ; 

And  first,  to  seen  the  holy  lanrer  quake, 

Er  that  ApoUo  spak  out  of  the  tree, 

To  telle  him  next  whan  Orekes  sholden 

flee; 
And  forthy  lette  him  no  man,  god  foor- 

hede,  545 

But  pxeye  Apollo  helpen  in  this  nede. 


79.  NowistherlitelnMirefortodone, 
^^  Pftndare  up,  and  shortly  for  to  seyne, 
Bi|^t  sone  upon  the  ohannging  of  the 

mone, 
Whan  h^Mm  is  the  wodd  a  ni^  or 

tw^yne,  550 

And  that  the  welken  shoop  him  for  to 

zeyne^ 
He  streight  »-morwe  un-to    his    nece 


Ye  han  wel  hard  tha  ^  of  his  entente. 
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80.  Whaa  he  wm  eome,  he  gm  aaoon  to 

Ae  he  wee  wont,  and  of  him-eelf  to  j«pe ; 
Andfyiudlythetworiuidganhirteye,  556 
By  this  and  that,  she  sholde  him  not 

escape, 
Ke  longer  doon  him  after  hir  to  gape ; 
But  oerteynly  she  moete,  by  hir  leve, 
Come  soapen  in  his  hoas  with  liim  at 

eve,  560 

81.  At  whiohe  she  loii|^  and  gan  hir 
fiuteezonse, 

And  soyde,  *it  rayneth ;  lo,  how  sholde 

Igoon?' 
*Lat  be,'  q[aod  he,  * ne  ttond  not  thns  to 


This  moot  be  doon,  ye  shal  be  ther  anoon.* 
fioatthelasteher-ofth^iUleatoon,  5^ 
Or  elles,  softe  he  swor  hir  in  hir  ere, 
He  nolde  never  oome  ther  she  were. 

8ft  Sone  after  this,  to  him  she  gan  to 

xowne, 
j^  And  asked  him  if  Troilns  were  there  t 
^  f  He  swor  hir,  «nay,  for  he  was  on*  of 

towne,'  570 

And  seyde,  *neoe,  I  pose  thatt  he  were, 
Yow  fthnrfte  never  have  the  more  fere. 
Por  rather  than  men  mighU  him  ther 

aspye. 
He  were  lever  a  thovsand-fbld  to  dye.* 

88  Noni^  list  mya   anetdr  fttUy  to 

declare  575 

Whs*  that  she  tiioii^te  whan  he  s^yde 

That  TroOiH  was  oat  of  town  y-fture, 
As  if  he  scyde  thex^<»f  sooth  or  no ; 
But  thaft,  with-onteawayt,  with  him  to  go, 
She  giaonted  him,  sith  he  hir  that  bi* 
mmt^ie,  580 

And,  as  his  neoe,  obeyed  m  hir  ooghte 

84,  But  naAhalees,  yet  gan  she  him  hi- 


Al-thoogh  with  him  to  goon  it  was  no  fbre, 
^or  to  be  war  of  goosish  peples  speohe, 
lliat  dremen  thinges  whiehe  that  never 

And  wel  avyse  him  whom  he  broughte 
there; 


And  siyde  him,  *eem,  sin  I  met  on  yow 

triste, 
Loke  al  be  wel,  and  do  now  as  yow  liste.' 

86w  Hesworhir,  •yis,bystofckesandby 

stones, 
And  by  the  goddes  that  in  hevene  dwelle, 
Or  eUes  were  him  lever,  sovle  and  bones. 
With  Plvto  king  as  depe  been  in  helle  59^  I 
AsTtotalas!'  What  sholde  I  more  telle  ?  ' 
Whan  al  was  wel,  he  nras  and  took  his 

leve. 
And  she  to  sovq^  eom,  whan  it  was  eve, 

86L  '^^thaeertaynofhirowenemen,  596 
And  with  hir  &ire  neoe  Antigone, 
Andoihareof  hirwommen  nyne  or  ten; 
Bat  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowe  ye, 
Bat  Troilns,  that  stood  and  mii^te  it 
see  60Q 

Thorglmmt  a  litel  windowe  in  a  stewe, 
Ther  he  bishet,  sin  midnight^  was  in 


87.  Unwist  of  every  wight  bat  efPimdare? 
Bat  to  the  poynt;  now  whan  she  was 

y-oome 
With  allejoye,  and  allefrendesikre,    60s 
Hir  eem  anoon  in  armes  hath  hir  nome, 
And  after  to  the  soaper,  alle  and  some. 
Whan  tyme  was,  All  softe  they  hem  sette ; 
God  wot,  ther  was  no  deyntee  for  to  fette. 

88.  And  after  soaper  gonnen  they  to 
lyse,  610 

At  ese  wel,  with  hertes  fresshe  and  glade, 
And  wel  was  him  that  ooade  best  devyse 
To  lyken  hir,  or  that  hir  laagfaen  made. 
He  song;  she  plesrde;  he  tolde  ^le  of 

Wade. 
Bat  at  the  laste,  as  eveiy  thing  hath 

ende,  615 

She  took  hir  leve,  and  nodes  wolde  wande. 

88,  BatO,Ibrtane,eKeoatrioeofwierdes, 

O  inflaenoes  of  thise  hevenes  bye ! 

Soth  is,  that,  onder  god,  ye  ben  oar 

hierdes, 
Thoogfa  to  OS  bestes  been  the  eanses 

wiye.  dao 

Ihis^mene  I  now,  fbr  she  gan  hoonward 

hye, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


2S6 


ZioitM  AM(b  tmtHfjbt 


(Book  lit 


But  exeont  was  a1  bi^yde  hir  levtB, 
At  the  goddes  wil ;  for  which  iha  moste 
Uevd. 

90.  The  bentemone  with  hir  hornOB  pale, 
Satume,  and  Jove,  in   Canoro  joyned 

were,  625 

That  swioh  a^rayn  firom  henrene  gan  avale, 
That  every  maneir  wommanthat  waa  there 
Hadde  of  that  smoky  reyn  a  verray  fere ; 
At  which  Famdave  tho  loii|^  and  seiyde 

thenne, 
HNowwereittymealadytogohsnne!  630 

dl.^  Bat  goode  neoe,  if  I  mi^te  ever  plese 
Tow  anything,  than  prey  I  yow,'  qnod  he^ 
*^To  doon  myn  herte  as  now  so  gteet  an 

ese 
As  for  to  dwelle  here  al  this  night  with  me, 
For-why  this  is  yonr  owene  hous,  paidee. 
For,'  by  my  tronthe,  I  sej  it  nought  a* 
-      game,  ^6 

T6  wende  as  now,  it  were  to  m^  a  shame.' 

da.  0ri8eyde,whiehethatooadeasnmoha 

good 
As  half  a  world,  tok  hede  of  his  preyere ; 
And  sin  it  ron,  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
She  thonghte,  as  good  ohep  may  I  dwaUen 

here, 
And  grannte  it  gladly  with  a  freendes 

chore, 
And  have  a  thank,  asgmooheand  thanne 

abyde; 
For  hoom  to  goon  it  may  nought  wel 

bityde. 

98.  *I  wol,'  qnod  she,  *myn  nnole  leef 
anddere^  645 

Sin  that  yow  list,  it  skile  is  to  be  so ; 

I  am  rightglad  with  yow  todweDen  here ; 

I  seyde  but  a-game,  I  wdde  go.' 

*Y-wi8,  graunt  mercy,  neoe!'  qnod  he 
tho ;  649 

*  Were  it  a  game  or  no,  soth  for  to  telle, 

Now  am  I  glad,  sin  that  yow  list  to  dwelle.' 

94.  Thos  al  is  wel ;  bat  tho  bigan  aright 
The  newe  joye,  and  al  the  feste  agayn ; 
Bat  Fandaros,  if  goodly  hadde  he  might, 
HewoldehanhyedhirtobeddeiSftyn,  ^ 
And  seyde,  *  lord,  this  is  an  hoge  iay|i  t 


This  were  »  weder  ior  to  slepen  inne ; 
And  that  I  rede  as  sone  to  Kiginyit. 

95.  ^And  nece,  woot  ye  wlier  I  wol  yow 
l«ye>  659 

For  that  we  shal  not  liggen  fer  asonder, 
And  for  ye  neither  shollen,  dar  I  aeye^ 
Heren  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder  ? 
By  god,  right  in  my  lyte  (doset  yonder. 
And  I  wol  in  that  cater  hoos  allone 
Be  ward^yn  of  year  wommen  everichone. 

9d.  And  in  this  middel  chanmhrethat  ye 
see  666 

Shalyoare  wommen  slepen  wel  and  sofbe; 

And  ther  I  soyde  shal  yoar-selve  be ; 

And  if  ye  liggen  wel  to-night,  com  oAe, 

Andcareth  not  what  weder  is  on-lofle.  670 

The  wyn  anon,  and  whan  so  that  yow 
leste, 

80  go  we  slope,  I  trowe  it  be  the  bestsb* 

97.  Ther  nis  no  more,  bat  hare-after  sone, 
The  voyd6  dronke,  and  travers  drawe 


Ckm  evexy  wi^^t,  thi^  hadde  nooght  to 

done  675 

Here  in  that  place,  oat  of  the  ohaomber 

gon« 
And  ever-mo  so  stemelich  it  ron. 
And  blew  ther-with  so  wonderlioheloade, 
That  wel  neigh  no  man  heren  other  coade.. 

98L  Tho  Fandaras,  hir  eem,  right  as  him 

ooghte,  680 

With  wom^n  swiche  ai  were  hir  most 

abonte, 
Fal  glad  nn-to  hir    beddes  jyde  hir 

bronghte. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  fal  lowe  loate. 
And  seyde,  'here  at  this  closet-dorewith- 

oate. 
Bight  over4bwart,  yoor  wommen  liggen 

alle,  685 

ntat,  whom  yow  lists  of  hem,  ye  may 

herecaUe.' 

99.  80  whan  that  she  was  in  the  oloeet 

l«yd,      . 
And  alle  hir  wommen  forth  by  orde- 


A-bedde  weren,  ther  as  I  have  s«yd, 
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There  wms  no  more  to  skippen  nor  to 
trannoe,  690 

Bat  boden  go  to  bedde,  with  mischAoncef 
If  any  wight  was  steringe  any-where, 
And  late  hem  slepe  that  a-bedde  were. 

10(X  Bat  Pandaros,  that  wel  coade  eohe 

adel~ 
The  olde  daanoe,  and  every  poynt  ther- 

inne,  695 

Whan  that  he  sey  that  alle  thing  was  wel, 
He  thooghte  he  wolde  ap-on  his  work 

biginne, 
And  gan  the  ttewe-dore  al  softe  on-pinne, 
And  stille  as  stoon,  with-oaten  lenger 

lette, 
ByTroiloBa-doonrlghthehimietta.  700 

101.  And,  shortly  to  the  poynt  right  for 
togon, 

Of  al  this  werk  he  tolde  him  word  and 

ende. 
And  seyde, '  make  thee  redy  ri^t  anon, 
For  thoa  shalt  in-to  hevene  blisse  wande.* 
*Now   blisftil   Yenos,   thoa    me    grace 

sende,'  705 

Qood  Troilns,  *  tor  never  yet  no  nede 
Hadde  I  er  now,  ne  halvendel  the  drede.' 

102.  QaodSpy!idarafi*ne  drede  thee  never 
a  del, 

For  it  shal  been  right  as  thoa  wilt  desyre; 
So  thryve  I,  this  night  shal  I  make  it 

wel,  7"o 

Or  oasten  al  the  grawel  in  the  fyre.' 
*  Tit  blisfal  Yenos,  this  night  thoa  me 

enspyre,' 
Qaod  Troilos,  *as  wis  as  I  thee  serve. 
And  ever  bet  and  bet  shal,  til  I  sterve. 

108.' And  if  I  hadde,   O  Yenos  ftU   of 

mirthe,  715 

Aspectes  badde  of  Mars  or  of  Satame, 
Or  thoa  oombost  or  let  were  in  my  birthe. 
Thy  fiader  pray  al  thilke  harm  distome 
Of  grace,  and  that  I  glad  ayein  may 

tome, 
For  love  of  him  thoa  lovedest  in  the 

shawe,  7ao 

I  mene  Adoon,  that  with  the  boor  was 

slawe. 


104.^  O  Jove  eek,  for  the  love  of  fkire 

Europe, 
The  whiohe  in  forme  of  bole  away  thoa 

fette; 
Now  help,  O  Mars,  thoa  with  thy  Mody 

oope. 
For  love  of  Cipris,  thoa  me  nooght  ne 

lette ;  7'^ 

O  Phebofl,  thenk  whan  Dane  hir-stiven 

shette 
Under  the  bark,  and  laarer  wez  for  drede, 
Yet  for  hir  love,  O  help  now  at  this  nede ! 

106.*^  Mercarie,  for  the  love  of  Hien6  eke, 
For   which    Pallas  was  with   Aglaaros 
wrooth,  730 

Now  help,  and  eek  Diane,  I  thee  biseke, 
That  this  viage  be  not  to  thee  looth. 
O  ffttal  sastren,  which,  er  any  olooth 
Me  shapen  was,  my  deeteni  me  sponne, 
So  helpetb  to  this  werk  that  is  bi-gonne  !* 

106.  Qood    ^andfun^s,    *thoa   wreoched 
mooses  herte,  736 

Art  thou  agast  so  that  she  wol  thee  byte  f 
Why,  don  this  Airred  oloke  np-on  thy 

sherti*, 
And  folowe  me,  for  I  wol  ban  the  wyte ; 
Bat  byd,  and  lat  me  go  bifore  a  lyte.'  740 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  on-do   a 

tiftspe, 
And  Troilns  he  bronghte  in  by  the  lappe. 

107.  The  steme  wind  so  loade  gan  to 
roate 

That  no  wight  other  noyse  mighte  here ; 
And  they  that  layen  at  the  dore  with- 
oute,  745 

Fal  sikerly  they  slepten  alle  y-fere ; 
And  Pandaros,  with  a  Ail  sobre  chore, 
Ooth  to  the  dore  anon  with-oaten  lette, 
Ther-as  they  laye,  and  softely  it  shette. 

108.  And  as  he  com  ayeinward  prively, 
His  neoe  awook,  and  asked  *who  goth 

there  ? '  751 

*  My  dere  nece,*  qaod  1|%  '  it  am  I ; 

Ne  wondreth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere ; ' 
And  ner  he  com,  and  seydehir  in  hir  ere, 

*  No  word,  for  love  of  god  I  yow  biseohe ; 
Lat  no  wight  ryse  and   heren  of  oar 

speche.'  756 
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109.  *What!  which  WBy  be  ye  eemen, 

henedieitef* 
Qaod  die,  *  and  how  thus  unwist  of  hem 

alle?' 

*  Here  ftt  this  eeoree  trappe-dore,'  quod  he. 
Qnod  tho  CriBeyde,  *lat  me  som  wight 

caUe.*  7^ 

*  Ey !  god  forbede  that  it  sholde  flOLe,* 
Qaod   PandaroSf    *that   ye   swich   foly 

WTOughte ! 
They  mi^te  deme  thing  they  never  er 
thoughte! 

110.^  It  ifl  nought  good  a  deping  hovnd  to 

wake, 
Ne  yere  a  wight  a  cause  to  devyne ;     765 
Toar  wommen  slepen  alle,  I  imder-take, 
So  that,  for  hem,  the  hooa  men  mi^ite 

mjme ; 
And  slepen  wolen  til  the  lonne  shyne. 
And  niian  my  tale  al  bronght  ie  t*  an 

ende, 
Unwist,  right  ae  1 00m,  so  wol  I  wende. 

llL^Now  neoe  mjm,  ye  shnl  wel  nnder- 
stonde,'  771 

Qaod  he,  *  80  as  ye  wommen  demen  alle, 
That  for  to  holde  in  love  a  man  in  honde. 
And  him  hir  "leef**  and  "dere  herte** 

calle, 
And  maken  him  an  howve  above  a  oaUe, 
Imene,a8loveanotherinthiswhyle,  776 
She  doth  hhMelf  a  shame,  and  him  a  gyle. 

U2.''Now  wherby  that  I  teUe  yow  al  this  ? 
Ye  woot  yourself;  as  wel  as  any  wight. 
How  that  your  love  al  ftdly  graanted  is 
To  TroilTis,  the  worthieste  knight,        781 
Oon  of  this  world,  and  ther-to  troathe 

plyght. 
That,  bat  it  were  on  him  along,  ye  nolde 
Him  never  falsen,  whyl  ye  liven  shdde. 

118.*Now  stant  it  thos,  that  sith  I  fro 
yow  wente,  785 

This  Troihis,  right  platly  for  to  seyn, 
Is  thoxgh  a  goter,  by  a  priv6  wente, 
Ih>to  my  ohanmbre  come  in  al  this  reyn, 
Unwist  of  every  maner  wight,  oert^yn, 
Save  of  my-eelf,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,   790 
And  by  that  feith  I  shal  Pryam  of  Troye  ! 


114.  And  he  is  oeme  in  swioh  peyne  and 

distresse 
That,  bat  he  be  al  fhUy  wood  by  this, 
He  sodeynly  mot  fifdle  in-to  wodnesse, 
But-if  god  helpe ;  and  oanse  why  this  is, 
He  seyth  him  told  is,  of  a  freend  of  his, 
How  that  ye  sholde  love  oon  that  hatte 

Horaste,  797  a^'. 

For  sorwe  of  which  this  night  shalt  been 

hislaste.' 

116.  Oriseyde,  which  that  al  this  wonder 
herde, 

Qan  sodeynly  aboote  hir  hertecolde,   800 
And  with  a  syk  she  sorwftilly  answerde, 

*  Alias !  I  wende,  who-so  tales  tolde, 
]|y  dere  herte  wolde  me  not  holde 

So  lightly  £Bds !  alias !  conceytes  wronge, 

What  harm  th^y  doon,  for  now  live  I  to 

longe!  8p5 

116.^  Horaste !  alias !  and  fiilsen  Troilos  ? 
I  knows  him  not,  god  helpe  me  so,*  qaod 

she; 
«A]las !   what  wikked  spirit  tolde  him 

thus? 
Now  oertes,  eem,  to-morwe,  and  I  him  see, 
I  shal  ther-of  as  Ail  exoosen  me  810 

As  ever  dide  womman,  if  him  lyke' ; 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  Ail  sore  syke. 

117.  *Ogodr  qaod  she,  *  so  worldly  seli- 
nesse, 

Which  derkes  callen  £b1s  felicitee, 
Y-medlediswithmanyabittemesse!  815 
Fal  angaiflshoos  than  is,  god  woot,*  qaod 
she, 

*  Condioioon  of  veyn  prosperiteet 
For  either  joyes  oomen  nought  y-fere. 
Or  elles  ho  wight  hath  hem  alwey  here. 

118.^  O  brotel  wele  of  mannes  joye  an- 
stable  1  820 

With  what  wight  so  thoa  be,  or  how  thou 
pl^e, 

Either  he  woot  that  thoo,  j^ye,  art  mn- 
able, 

Or  woot  it  not,  it  moot  ben  oon  of  tweye ; 

Now  if  he  woot  it  not,  how  may  he  seye 

That  he  hath  verrayjc^j^  and  selinesse,  825 

That  is  of  ignoaraonoe  ay  in  derknesse  ? 
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tl9.  ^  K<ywif  he  iKroot  tluit  j<^  ifl  trand- 

torie, 
Aa  evoy  joye  ol  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 
Than  eyery  tyme  he  that  hath  in  me- 

nioiie, 
The  drede  of  leshig  maketh  him  i^t  he 
May  in  no  parfit  selinesse  be.  831 

And  if  to  leee  his  joye  he  set  a  myte, 
Than  lemeth  it  that  joye  ie  ivorth  ftil 

lyte. 

120/Wherfbre   I  irol  deflyna   in   this 

matere, 
That  trewe^,  for  onghtl  can  efpye,      835 
Ther  is  no  yenay  wele  in  this  world  here. 
Bat  O,  thou  wikked  serpent  Jalonsye, 
Then  misbeleTed  and  enTioos  folye, 
Why  hastow  Troilns  me  mad  nntriste, 
That  never  yet  agilte  him,  that  I  wiite?* 

121.  Qnod  Pandaros,  *thns  fiOlen  is  this 

easi'  841 

'  Why,  nnole  myn,'  qnod  she,  *  who  tolde 

himthlsf 
Why  doth  my  dere  herte  thns,  aUas?' 
^  Yewoot,3renece  mjm,*  qnodhe,  *  what  is ; 
I  hope  al  shal  be  wel  that  is  amis.        845 
Vw  ye  may  qnenche  al  this,  if  that  yow 

leste, 
And  doth  right  so,  fbr  I  holde  it  the 

beste.' 

I  122.  *  So  shal  I  do  to-morwe,  y>wis,'  qnod 

I         >^ 
*And  god  to-fom,  so  that  it  shal  snifyse.* 
*  To-morwe  ?  alias,  that  were  a  fltyr,*  qnod 

he,  850 

*Nay,  nay,  it  may  not  stonden  in  this 

wyse; 
For,  nece  myn,  thns  wiyten  olerkes  wyse, 
That  pail  is  with  dreoc^hing  in  y-drawe ; 
Niiy,  ffwioh  abodes  been  nought  worth  an 

hawe. 

128.^Keee,  al  thing  hath  tyme,  I  dar 
avowe ;  855 

For  vrhtoL  a  ohanmber  e^tyr  is,  or  anhalle, 
Wel  more  nede  is,  it  sodeynly  resoowe 
Than  to  dispute,  and  aace  amonges  alle 
How  is  this  candel  in  the  straw  y-fitlle  ? 
Al  ienedkitef  for  al  among  that  fkre  860 
The  harm  is  doon,  and  faie>wel  faldefare ! 


124.  And,  neoe  myn,  ne  take  It  not  »• 

greef. 
If  that  3^  snffira  him  al  nighit  in  this  wo^ 
God  help  me  so,  ]re  hadde  him  never  lee^ 
That  dar  I  seyn,  now  there  is  but  we 

two;  865 

Bat  wel  I  woot,  that  ye  wol  not  do  so ; 
Ye  been  to  wys  to  do  so  gret  folye, 
To  pntte  his  lyf  al  night  in  jnpartye.' 

126.  *  Hadde  I  him  never  leef  ?    By  god, 
I  wene 

Ye  hadde  never  thing  so  leef,*  quod  ^e. 
*  Now  by  my  thrift,'  quod  he,  *  that  shal 
be  sene ;  871 

For,  sin  yo  make  this  enssmple  of  me. 
If  I  al  night  wolde  him  in  sorwe  see 
For  al  the  tresour  in  the  tomi  of  Troye, 
I  bidde  god,  I  never  mote  have  joye  I     875 

126.^  Now  I6k»  thanne,  if  ye,  that  been 

his  love, 
Shul  pntte  al  night  his  lyf  in  jupartye 
For  thing  of  nought !    Now,  by  that  god 

above, 
Nought  only  this  delay  oomth  of  folye, 
But  of  malyoe,  if  that  I  shal  nought  lye. 
What,  platiy,  and  ys  sofflre  him  in  dis- 

trease,  881 

Ye  neither  bountee  doon  ne  gentilesae  I  * 

127.  Quod  tho  CMseyde,  'wole  ye  doon 
o  thing. 

And  ye  therwith  shal  stinte  al  his  disese ; 
Have  here,  and  bereth  him  this  blewe 

xij}g,  885 

For  ther  is  no-thing  mighte  him  bettre 

plese. 
Save  I  my-self;  ne  more  his  herte  apese ; 
And  sey  my  dere  herte,  that  his  sorwe 
Is  causeles,  that  shal  be  seen  to-morwe.* 

128.  *  A  ring  t  *  quod  he,  'ye,  hasel-wodee 
shaken!  890 

Ye,  neoe  myn,  that  ring  moste  han  a  stoon 
That  mighte  dede  men  alyve  maken ; 
And  swich  a  ring,  trowe  I  that  ye  have 

noon. 
Discrecioun  out  of  your  heed  is  goon ; 
That  fele  I  now,'  quod  he,  'and  that  is 

routhe ;  895 

O   tyme    y-lost,   wel    maystow    cursen 

slouthe! 


X  2 
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129/ Woi  y  not  wel  that  noUe  and  heigh 

oonge 
Ne  aorweth  not,  n«  atihfeth  eek  tost  ]ytd? 
But  if  a  fool  were  in  a  jaloos  rago, 
I  nolde  setten  at  his  sorwe  a  myte,      900 
Bat  feffe  liim  with  a  fewe  wordes  whjrte 
Another  day,  whan  that  I  mighte  him 

flnde: 
Bat  this  thing  stont  al  in  another  kinde. 

ISOf  This  is  so  gentil  and  so  tendxe  of 

herte, 
That  with  his  deeth  he  wol  his  sorwes 

wreke;  905 

Eor  tmsteth  wel,  how  sore  that  him 

smerte, 
He  wol  to  yow  no  jaloose  wordes  speke. 
And  for-thy,  nece,  er  that  his  herte  broke, 
80  spek  yourself  to  him  of  this  matere ; 
For  with  o  word  ye  may  his  herte  store. 

181.^  Now  have  I  told  what  peril  he  is 

inne,  911 

And  his  ooming  nnwiit  is  t'  every  wight ; 
Ke,  pardee,  harm  may  ther  be  noon  ne 

sinne; 
I  wol  my-self  be  with  yow  al  this  nighK 
Te  knowe  eek  how  it  is  yoor  owne  knight, 
And  that,  l^  right,  ye  motte  upon  him 

triste,  916 

And  I  al  prest  to  feoohe  him  whan  yow 

liste.* 

182.  This  aocident  80  pitons  was  to  here. 
And  eek  so  lyk  a  sooth,  at  pryme  fiuse. 
And  Troilashir  knight  to  hiriodere,  920 
His  priv^  ooming}  and  the  siker  place, 
That,  though    that   she    dide   him  as 

thanne  a  graoe, 
Considered  aUe  thinges  as  they  stode. 
No  wonder  is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

188.  Cxyseyde answerde,  *as  wisly  god  at 
reste  925 

My  sowle  bringe,  as  me  is  for  him  wo ! 

And  eem,  y-wis,  £iiyn  wolde  I  doon  the 
beste, 

H  that  I  hadde  graoe  to  do  9o» 

Bat  whether  that  ye  dwelle  or  for  him  go, 

I  am,  til  god  me  bettre  minde  sonde,  950 

At  doloamon,  right  at  my  wittes  ende.' 


184.  Qaod  Fandarns,  *ye,  neoe,  wol  ye 
here? 

Doloamon     oalled     is    **fleminge     of 

wreoohes"; 
It  semeth  hard,  for  wrecohes  wol  not  lere 
Far   verray  sloathe   or   others    wilfiil 

teoches ;  935 

This  seyd  by  hem  that  be  not  worth  two 

fecohes. 
Bat  ye  ben  wys,  and  that  we  han  on 

honde 
Nis  neither  hard,  ne  skilAil  to  withstonde.' 

185.  *  Thanne,  eem,'  qaod  1^  *doth  her- 
of  as  yow  list ; 

Bat  er  he  oome  I  wil  ap  first  aiyse ;    940 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  al  my  trist 
Is  on  yow  two,  and  ye  ben  bothe  wyse, 
So  wiroheth  now  in  so  disoreet  a  wyse, 
That  I  hononr  may  have,  and  he  pies- 

aonee; 
For  I  am  here  al  in  yoor  govemaonoe.' 

186.  *That  is  wel  seyd,*  qaod  he,  *my 
neoe  dere,  946 

Ther  good  thrift  on  that  wyse  gentil 

herte  I 
Bat  liggeth  stille,  and  taketh  him  right 

here, 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte ; 
And  ech  of  yow  ese  otheres  sorwes  smerte. 
For  love   of  god;   and,  Venas,  I  thee 

herie ;  951 

For  sone  hope  I  we  shaUe  ben  aUe  merie.' 

187.  This  T^roilas  Ail  sone  on  knees  him 
sette 

Fal  sobrely,  right  by  hir  beddes  heed, 
And  in  his  beste  wyse  his  lady  grette;  955 
Bat  lord,  so  she  wez  sodeynliohe  reed ! 
Ne,  thoagh  men  sholden  smyten  of  hir 

heed, 
She  ooade  nooght  a  word  a-right  oat- 

bringe 
So  sodeyn]y«  for  his  sodoyn  oominge. 

188.  Bat  pandaras,  that  so  wel  ooade  fele 
In  evexy  thing,  to  plsye  anoon  bigan,  961 
And  seyde,  *  neoe,  see  how  this  lord  oan 

knele ! 
Now,  for  yoor  troathe,  seeth  this  gentil 
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And  yriih  tluik  word  be  for  a  qtiiashen 

nux, 
And  sejde,  *  kneleth  now,  whyl  thai  ycm 

lerte,  965 

Th«r  god  your  hertes  bringe  loiie   tA 

tester 

189.  Can  I  not  seyn,  for  die  bad  bim  not 

ryse, 
If  sorwe  it  pntte  out  of  bir  Temembcmonoe, 
Or  elles  if  ibe  toke  it  in  tbe  wyae 
Of  dndtee,  m  for  bis  obMrvannce ;       970 
Bat  wel   finde   I   sbe   dide   bim   tbui 

plesannce, 
Tbat  sbe  bim  kiste,  al-tbongb  sbe  ^ked 

sore; 
And  bad  bim  sitte  a-doonwitb-onten  more. 

liO.  Qood  Pandaras,  *now  w<d  ye  wel 

biginne; 
Now  dotb  bim  sitta,  gode  nece  dare,   .975 
Upon  3ronr  beddes  syde  al  tbere  witb- 

inne, 
Tbat  ecb  6f  yow  tbe  bet  may  otber  bare.' 
And  witb  that  word  be  drow  bim  to  tbe 

fere, 
And  took  a  lifi^t,  and  fond  bis  oonten- 

annee 
As  for  to  loke  ap^n  an  old  romannoa.  980 

141.  Criseyde,  tbat  was  Troilns  lady  ligbt, 
And  oleer  stood  on  &g>onnd  of  aikemease, 
Al  tbougbte  sbe,  bir  servannt  and  bir 

knigbt 
Ne  sbolde  o£  rigbt  non  nntrontbe  in  bir 

goM^  984 

Tet  nafcbelees,  oons&dered  bis  distresse, 
And  tbat  love  is  in  cause  of  swicb  folye, 
Tbus  to  bint  spak  sbe  of  bis  jeloosye : 

142.  *  Lo,  herte  myn,  as  wolde  tbe  ezoel- 
lence 

Of  love,  ayeins  tbe  wbicb  tbat  no  man 

may, 
Ne  ongbte  eek  goodly  maken  reeistence  ; 
And  eek  byoause  I  felte  wel  and  say   991 
Your  grete  troatbe,  and  servyse  every  day ; 
And  tbat  yotir  berte  al  myn  was,  sooth  to 

seyne. 
This  droof  me  for  to  rewe  itp-(m  srour 

p^yne.   -^     ►  -      - 


148.^  And  your  goodnesM  have  I  fonnda 

alweyyit,  995 

Of  wbicbe,  my  dere  berte  and  al  my 

knigbt, 
I  thonke  it  jrow,  as  finras  I  have  wit, 
Al  oatn  I  nought  as  mnobe  as  it  were  rigbt ; 
And  I,  emforth  my  oonninge  and  my 

might, 
Have  and  ay  sbal,  bow  sore  that  me 

smerte,  1000 

Ben  to  yow  trewe  and  bool,  witb  al  myn 

berte; 

144.  "^And  dredelees,  tbat  sbal  be  fonnda 

at  prove. — 
But,  berte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  seyne 
Sbal  wel  be  told,  so  tbat  ye  noght  yow 

greve, 
Though  I  to  yow  rigbt  on  yoax-self  00m- 

pleyne.  1005 

For  tber-with  mene  I  fynally  tbe  peyne, 
Tbat  halt  your  berte  and  myn  in  bevi* 

nesse. 
Folly  to  sleen,  and  every  wrong  redressai 

146.  My  goode,  myn,  not  I  for>wby  ne 

bow 
Tbat  Jalon^ye,  alias !  tbat  wiJiked  wivere. 
Thus  oanselees  is  oropen  in-to  yow ;  loit 
Tbe  harm  of  which  I  wolde  ftiyn  delivere ! 
Alias  I  tbat  be,  al  bo^,  or  of  bim  slivere,' 
Sbtdd  have  bis  reftit  in  so  digne  a  place, 
Ther  Jove  bim  sone  ont  of  your  berte 
!  1015 


146.^at  O,  thon  Jove,  O  anotor  of  nature, 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  deitee, 
Ibat  folk  ungiltif  suffren  here  injure, 
And  who  tbat  giltif  is,  al  quit  goth  be  ? 
O  were  it  lefol  for  to  pleyne  on  thee,  loao 
Tbat  undeserved  suf&est  jalouq^e, 
And  tbat  I  wolde  up-on  tiiee  pleyne  and 
crye! 

147.''  Eek  al  my  wo  is  this,  that  folk  now 

usen 
To  seyn   rigbt   thus,  "ye,  Jalous3^   is  \ 

Love  I "  1034 

And  wolde  a  busahel  venim  al  exousen. 
For  tbat  o  greyn  of  love  is  on  it  shove ! 
But  that  wot  heigbe  0od  that  sit  above, 
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If  it  be  ]yk«r  loye,  or  hate,  or  ^rame ; 
And  after  that,  it  onghte  beie  his  name. 

148.^  Bat  oerte3m  is,  som  maner  jaloosye 
Is  exoasaUe  more  than  som,  y-wis.     1Q31 
As  whan  oanse  is,  and  som  swioh  fitnta^s 
With  pietee  so  wel  repressed  is, 
That  it  onnethe  dooth  or  seyth  amis, 
Bat  goodly  drinketh  op  al  his  distresse ; 
And  that  exoase  I,  for  the  gentilesse.  1Q36 

149.  ^And  som  so  fhl  of  forie  is  and  despyt. 
That  it  soarmoanteth  his  repressioon ; 
Bat  herte  myn,  ye  be  not  in  that  plyt, 
l*hat  thanke   I   god,   for  whiche  yoor 
passionn  1040 

I  wol  not  calle  it  but  illosioon, 
Of  habondaonoe  of  love  and  bisy  core, 
That  dooth  yonr  herte  this  disese  endure. 

150f  Of  which  I  am  right  scry,  but  not 
wrooth;  1044 

But,  for  my  devoir  and  your  hertes  reste, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  by  ordal  or  by  00th, 
By  sort,  or  in  what  -vfyae  so  yow  leste. 
For  love  of  god,  lat  prove  it  for  the  beste ! 
And  if  that  I  be  giltif,  do  me  d«ye,    1049 
Alias!  whatmightelmoredoonorseye?' 

151.  With  that  a  f ewe  brighte  teres  newe 
Oat  of  hir  ^en  fills,  and  thus  she  seyde, 
*Now  god,  thoa  wo«k,  in  thought  ne  dede 

ontrewe 
To  Troilns  was  never  yei  Griaeyde.* 
With  that  hir  heed  doun  in  lihe  bed  she 

leyde,  1055 

And  with  the  shete  it  wreigh,  and  oyghed 

sore, 
And  held  hir  pees ;  not  o  word  spak  she 

more. 

152.  But  now  help  god  to  quenchen  al 
thissorwe, 

So  hope  I  that  he  dial,  fbr  he  best  may; 
'  For  I  have  seyn,  of  a  ful  misty  morwe  1060 
Folwen  ful  ofte  a  mexy  someres  day; 
And  after  winter  folweth  grene  Hay. 
Men  seen  alday,  and  reden  eek  in  stories, 
That  after  diaipe  shoures  been  victories. 

158.  This  IScoilus.  whan  he  hir  wordes 
herde,  1065 

Have  ye  no  oare,  him  Uste  not  to  slepe ; 


For  it  thoughte  him  no  strokes  of  a  yexde 
To  here  or  seen  Criseyde  his  lady  wepe ; 
But  wel  he  ftlte  aboute  his  herte  orepe, 
For  every  teer  which  that  Cziseyde  a- 

sterte,  1070 

The  orampe  of  deeth,  to  streyne  him  by 

the  herte. 

154.  And  in  his  minde  he  gan  the  tyme 


That  he  cam  t&er6,  and  that  he  was  bom ; 
For  now  is  wikke  y-tumed  in-to  worse, 
And  al  that  labour  he  hath  doon  bifom, 
He  wende  it  lost,  he  thoughte  he  nas  but 

lorn.  1076 

*0  Fandarus,'  thoughte  he,  *  alias!   thy 

wyle 
Serveth   of  nought,    so   weylawey   the 

whyle!» 

155.  And  therwithsl  he  heng  a-doun  the 
heed, 

And  fil  on  knees,  and  sorwfUily  he  sights; 
What  mights  he  seyn?  he  felte  he  nas 

bat  deed,  1081 

For  wrooth  was  she  that  shulde  his  sorwes 

lights. 
But  nathelees,    whan   that   he   qteken 

'  miglbte, 
Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  god  woot,  that  of 

this  game, 
Whan  al  is  wist,  than  am  I  not  to  Uame !' 

156.  Ther-with  the  sorwe  so  his  herte 
BkeUe,  1066 

That  from  his  eyen  fil  ther  not  a  tore, 
And  every  spirit  has  vigour  in<4mette. 
So  they  astoned  and  oppressed  were. 
The  feUng  of  his  sorwe,  or  of  hislere,  1090 
Or  of  ought  elles,  fled  was  out  of  towns ; 
And  doun  he  fel  al  sodejnly  a^swowne. 

157.  This  was  no  litel  sorwe  for  to  see ; 
But  al  was  bust,  and  Pandareup as jQaste, 
*  O  neoe,  pees,  or  we  be  lost,' quod  he,  1095 
« Beth  nought  agast ;'  but  oerteyn,  at  the 

laste, 
For  this  or  that,  he  in-to  bedde_him  o«|t9, 
And  seyde,  *0  theef,  is  this  a  mannes 

herte?' 
And  of  he  rente  al  to  his  bare  aharte; 
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168.  And  aeyde^  *neoei  but  y  helpe  os 
now,  iioo 

Alias,  yoxa  owne  Troiliui  ia  lorn  !  * 

*  Y-wifl,  «o  wiAdt  I,  and  I  wiste  how, 
Fnlikyn,*  qmod  ihe;  ^alla«!  that  I  was 

bom  I' 
'  Ye,  nece,  wol  y»  pvlleo  out  the  thorn 
That  stiketh  in  Mb  herte?*  quod  Fandare  ,* 

*  Sey  *'  al  foisreve,"  and  itint  is  al  this 

fkre!*  1106 

160.   'Ye,  that  to  me,*  quod  she,  *ftil 

lever  were 
Than  al  the  good  the  Sonne  aboute  goeth  * ; 
And  therwithnd  sheswoor  him  in  his  ere, 
*Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  I   am  nought 

wxooth,  mo 

Have  here  my  tronthe  and  many  another 

ooth; 
Now  speek  to  me,  for  it  am  I,  Criseyde  !* 
Bat  al  for  nought ;  yet  mighte  he  not 

apbr^rde. 

160.  Therwith  his  pons  and  pawmes  of 
his  hondes 

They  gan  to  firote,  and  wete  his  temples 
tweyne,  11 15 

And,  to  deliveren  him  from  bittre  bondes, 

She  ofte  him  luste ;  and,  shortly  for  to 
seyne. 

Him  to  revoken  she  dide  al  hir  peyne. 

And  at  the  laste,  he  gan  his  breeth  to 
drawe. 

And  of  his  swongh  sone  after  that  adawe, 

161.  And  gan  bet  minde  and  reson  to  him 
take,  ii^i 

Bat  wonder  sore  he  was  abajrst,  y-wi& 
And  with  a  syk,  whan  he  gan  bet  a-wake, 
He  seyde,  *  O  mercy,  god,  what  thing  is 
this?* 

*  Why  do  ye  with  yoor-selven  thos  amis  ?  * 
Qaod  tho  Criseyde,  *is  this  a  mannes 

game?  1126 

What,    Troilus!    wol   ye    do   thus,    for 

B?» 


162.  And  iherwith-al  kir  arm  over  him 

she  leyde. 
And  al  fbryaf^  and  ofle  tyme  him  keste. 
He'thonked  hir,  and  to  hir  spak,  and 

s^yde  1130 


As  fil  to  parpos  fbr  his  herte  reste. 

And  she  to  that  answerde  him  as  hir 

leste; 
And  with  hir  goodly  wordes  him  disporte 
She  gan,  and  ofte  his  sorwes  to  oomfbrte. 

168.  Qaod  ^andaros,  *for  ought  I  ean 
espyen,  1155 

This  light  n<»>  I  ne  serven  h«re  of  nought; 

Light  is  not  good  for  ^rke  folkes  yto. 

Bat  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  ye  be  brooght 

In  thas  good  plyt,  lat  now  non  hevy 
thought 

Ben  hanginge  in  the  hertes  of  yow 
tweye:'  1140 

And  bar  the  candel  to  the  chimeneye. 

164.  Sone  after  this,  though  it  no  nede 

were, 
Whan  ghe  swioh  othes  as  hir  list  devyse 
Hadde  of  him  take,  hir  thoughte  tho  no 

fere, 
Ke  cause  eek  non,  to  bidde  him  thennes 

ryse.  1145 

Yet  lease  thing  than  othes  may  suifyse 
In  many  a  cas ;  for  every  wight,  I  gesse, 
That  loveth  wel  meneth  but  gentilesse. 

166.  But  in  effoot  she  wolde  wite  anoon 
Of  what  man,  and  eek  where,  and  also 
why  1 150 

He  jelous  was,  sin  ther  was  canse  noon  ; 
And  eek  the  signe,  that  he  took  it  by. 
She  bad  him  that  to  tieUe  hir  bisily, 
Or  elles,  certeyn,  she  bar  him  on  honde. 
That  this  was  doon  of  malis,  hir  to  fonde. 

166.  With-oaten  more,  shortly  for  to 
seyne,  1156 

He  moste  obeye  un-to  his  lady  heste  ; 
And  for  the  lasse  harm,  he  moste  fejrne. 
He  seyde  hir,  whan  she  was  at  swiohe 

afeste 
She  mighte  on  him  han  loked  ai  the 

leste;  1160 

Not  I  not  what,  al  dere  y-nough  a  risshe, 
As  he  that  nodes  moste  a  cause  flsiAie. 

167.  And  she  answerde,  *swete,  al  were 
it  so, 

What  harm  was  that,  sin  I  non  yvel 
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For,  by  that  god  that  bonghte  vlb  bothe 
two,  1 165 

In  alle  thinge  is  m3m  entente  dene. 

Swich  argoments  ne  been  not  worth  a 
bene; 

Wol  ye  the  childish  jaloos  oontrefete  ? 

Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  y-bete.' 

168.  Tho  Troilus  gan  sorwftilly  to  syke, 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  him  thonghte  his 

herte  deyde ;  1171 

And  seyde, '  alias  !  npon  my  sorwes  syke 
Have  mercy,  swete  herte  myn,  Criseyde ! 
And  if  that,  in  tho  wordes  that  I  seyde, 
Be  any  wrong,  I  wol  no  more  trespaoe ; 
Do  what  yow  list,  I  am  al  in  your  grace.' 

169.  And  she  answerde,  '  of  gilt  miseri- 
corde! 

lliat  is  to  seyn,  that  I  foryeve  al  this ; 
And  ever-more  on  this  night  yow  recorde, 
And  beth  wel  war  ye  do  no  more  amis.'i  180 
*  Nay,  dere  herte  myn,'  quod  he,  *  y-wis.* 
*And  now,'  quod  she,  *that  I  have  do 

yow  smerte, 
Foryeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte.' 

170.  This  Troilns,  with  blisse  of  that  snp- 
prysed,  1184 

Pat  al  in  goddes  hond,  as  he  that  mente 
No-thing  bat  wel ;  and,  sodeynly  avysed, 
He  hir  in  armes  faste  to  him  hente. 
And  Pandaros,  with  a  fdl  good  entente, 
Leyde  him  to  idepe,  and  seyde,  *  if  ye  ben 

wyse, 
Swowneth  not  now,  lest  more  folk  aryse.* 

171.  What  mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke 
seye,  1191 

Whan  that  the  sparhank  hath  it  in  his 

foot? 
I  can  no  more,  bat  of  thise  ilke  tweye, 
To  whom  this  tale  sacre  be  or  soot. 
Though  that  I  tarie  a  yeer,  som-tyme 

I  moot,  1195 

After  myn  aaotor,  tellen  hir  gladnesse, 
As  wel  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

172.  Criseyde,  which  that  felte  hir  thus 
y-take, 

As  wiiten  clerkes  in  hir  bokes  olde, 


Bight  as  an  aspes  leef  she  gan  to  qaake,  | 
Whan  she  him  felte*  hir  in  his  armes 

folde.  1201 ' 

Bat  TroiloSi  ftl  kool  of  cares  oolde, 
€kui   thanken   tho   the    blisftil   goddes 

sevene ; 
Thns   sondry    peynes   bringen   folk   to 

hevene. 

178.    This   Troilus   in    armes    gan   hir 

streyne,  1205 

And  seyde,  *0  swete,  as  ever  mote  I  goon, 

Now  be  3re  caught,  now  is  ther  but  we 

tweyne ; 
Now  yeldeth  yow,  for  other  boot  is  noon.' 
To  that  Criseyde  answerde  thus  anoon, 
*Ne  hadde  I  er  now,  my  swete  herte 
dere,  1210 

Ben  ydde,  y-wis,  I  were  now  not  here !' 

17i.  O!  8oothis8eyd,thatheledfortobe 
As  of  a  fevre  or  othere  greet  syknesse. 
Hen  moste  drinke,  as  men  may  often  see, 
Fnl  bittre  drink ;  and  for  to  han  glad- 
nesse, 1215 
Men  drinken  often  peyne  and  greet  dis- 

tresse; 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  aventore, 
That  thourgh  a  pe3me  hath  founden  al 
his  cure. 

175.  And  now  swetnefise   semeth  more 
swete, 

That  bittemesse  assayed  was  bifom ;  ia:io 
For  out  of  wo  in  blisse  now  they  fiete. 
Non  swich  they  felten,  sith  they  were 

bom; 
Now  is  this  bet,  than  bothe  two  be  lorn  I 
For  love   of  god,  take  every  wommau 

hede 
To  werken  thus,  if  it  oomth  to  the  node. 

176.  Criseyde,  al  quit  from  every  dredo 
and  tene,  1^96 

As  she  that  juste  cause  hadde  him  to  triste. 
Made  him  swich  feste,  it  joye  was  to  sene. 
Whan  she  his  troathe  and  olene  entente 
wiste.  1229 

And  as  aboute  a  tree,  with  many  a  twiste, 
Bitrent  and  wxyth  the  sote  wode-binde,  \ 
Gkm  eche  of  hem  in  armes  other  winde.    > 
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.  177.  And  as  the  iiewe  abajrnhed  nightin- 
gale, 
That  stinteth  first  whan  she  biginneth 

singe, 
Whan  that  she  hereth  any  herde  tale,  1255 
Or  in  the  hegges  any  wight  steringe, 
And  after  siker  dooth  hir  yoys  ont-ringe ; 
Bight  so  Criseyde,  whan  hir  drede  stente, 
Ojmed  hir  herte,  and  tolde  him  hir  entente. 

178.  And  right  as  he  that  seeth  his  deeth 

y-shapen,  1240 

And  deye  moot,  in  ought  that  he  may 


And  sodeynly  resoons  doth  him  escapen, 
And  from  his  deeth  is  brought  in  siker- 


For  al  this  world,  in  swich  present  glad- 
nesse  1244 

Was  Troilns,  and  hath  his  lady  swete ; 
With  worse  hap  god  lat  ns  never  mete  1 

179L  Hir  amies  smale,  hir  stosyghte  b«k 

andsofte, 
Hir  sydes  longe,   fleshly,  smothe,   and 

whyte 
He  gan  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  fol 

ofte 
Hir  snowish  tfarote,  hir  brestes  ronnde  and 

lyte;  1250 

Thus  in  this  heveno  he  gan  him  to  delyte, 
And  thor-with-al  a  thousand  tyme  hir 

kiste; 
That,  what  to  done,  for  joye  unnethe  he 

wiste. 

180.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  'O,  Lore,  O, 

Charitee, 
Thy  moder  eek,  Citherea  the  swete,    1255 
After  thy-self  next  heried  be  she, 
Yenus  mene  I,  the  wel-wiUy  planete  ; 
And  next  that,  Imenfius,  I  thee  grete ; 
For  never  maa  was  to  yow  goddes  holde 
As  I,  which  ye  han  brought  fro  cares 

colde.  1260 

181.^Ben]gne  Love,  thou  holy  bond  of 

thinges, 
Who-so  wol  grace,  and  list  thee  nought 

honouren, 
Lo,  his  desyr  wol  flee  with«outen  winges. 

K 


For,  noldestow  of  bountee  hem  socouren 
That  serven  best  and  most  alwey  labouren. 
Yet  were  al  lost,  that  dar  I  wel  seyn^ 
certes,  1266 

But-if  thy  grace  passed  our  desertes, 

188.^  And  for  thou  me,  that  ooude  leest 

deserve 
Of  hem  that  nombred  been  un-to  thy 

grace, 
Hast  hdpen,  ther  I  lykly  was  to  sterve, 
And  me  bistowed  in  so  hsygh  a  place  1271 
That  thilke  boundes  may  no  blisse  pace, 
I  can  no  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
Be  to  thy  bounte  and  thyn  ^cellenoe !* 

188.  And  therwith-al  Gnseyde  anoon  he 
kiste,  1^5 

Of  which,  oerteyn,  she  feUe  no  disese. 

And  thus  seyde  he,  *now  wolde  god  I 
wiste, 

Myn  herte  swete,  how  I  yow  mighte  plese ! 

Whatman,*  quod  he, '  was  ever  thus  atese 

Aa  I,  on  whiche  the  fkireste  and  the 
beste  128a 

That  ever  I  say,  deyneth  hir  herte  rests. 

184.   Here  may  men  seen   that  mercy 

paoseth  right; 
The  experience  of  that  is  felt  in  me. 
That  am  unworthy  to  so  swete  a  wight. 
But  herte  myn,  of  your  benignitee,     1285 
So  thenketh,  thou^  that  I  unworthy  be. 
Yet  mot  I  nede  amenden  in  som  wyse, 
Bight  thouarg^  the  vexiu  «f  your  heyghe 

serryse. 

18$*  And  for  the  love  of  god,  xny  lady 

dere, 
Sia  god  hath  wtought  me  for  I  shal  yow 

serve^  1290 

As  thus  I  mene,  that  ye  wol  be  my  store. 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  yow  liste,  or  sterw, 
80  teobethma  how  that  I  may  deserve  . 
Your   thank,  so   that   I,  thnigh   myn 

ignoraunce,  1294 

Ke  do  no-thing  that  yow  be  displesaonoei 

186.  Forcertes,  frosshe  wommanliohe  wsr^ 
This  dar  I  seye^  tiiat  trcuthe  and  dill* 

genoe, 
That  shal  ye  flnden  in  me  al  my  lyf. 
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Ke  I  wol  not,  oerteyn,  broken  your  de- 

fenoe; 
And  if  I  do,  present  or  in  absence,      1300 
For  love  of  god,  lat  alee  me  with  the  dede, 
If  that  it  lyke  nn-to  your  womanhede.' 

187.  '  Y-'wif,*  quod  she,  *  myn  owne  hertes 
list, 

Hy  gronndof  ese,  and  al  myn  herte  dere, 
Grannt  mercy,  for  on    that   is   al  my 

trist;  1305 

Bat  late  ns  feJle  awey  fro  this  matere ; 
For  it  sofi^seth,  this  that  seyd  is  here. 
And  at  o  word,  with-onten  repentannce, 
Wel-come,    my   knight,    my   pees,    my 

Boffisannoe !' 

188.  Of  hir  delyt,  or  joyes  oon  the  leste 
Were  imi>08sible  to  my  wit  to  seye ;    131 1 
Bat  joggeth,  ye  that  han  ben  at  the  feste 
Of  swioh  gladnesse,  if  that  hem  listepleye ! 
I  can  no  more,  bat  thos  thise  ilke  tweye 

'  ThtA  night,  be-twizen  dreed  and  siker- 
nesee,  1315 

jFelten  in  love  the  grete  worthinesse. 

188.  O  bUsftil  night,  of  hem    so  longe 

y-soaght. 
How  blithe  on-to  hem  bothe  two  thoa 

werel 
Why  ne  hadde  I  swieh  on  with  my  scale 

y-boaght. 
Ye,  or  the  leeste  j(^  that  was  there  ?  1390 
A-wey,  thoa  foale  daxmger  and  thoa  fere, 
And  lat  hem  in  this  hevene  Misse  dwelle, 
That  is  so  heygh,  that  al  ne  oan  I  telle ! 

190.  Bat  sooth  is,  though  I  can  not  tellenal. 
As  can  myn  auctor,  of  his  excellence,  1325 
Yet  have  I  seyd,  and,  god  to-fom,  I  shal 
In  every  thing  al  hooUy  his  sentence. 
And  if  that  I,  at  loves  reverence, 

Have  any  word  in  eched  for  the  beste. 
Doth  therwith-al  right  as   your-selven 
leste.  1330 

191.  For  myne  wordes,  here  and  evexy 
part, 

I  speke  hem  alle  under  oorreccioun 

Of  yow,  that  feling  han  in  loves  art, 

And  putte  it  al  in  your  disorecioun 

T*  enozeee  or  maken  diminuoioon       1335  I 


Of  my  langage,  and  that  I  yow  bi-seohe ; 
But  now  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. 

192.  Thise  ilke  two,  that  ben  in  armes 

laft, 
So  looth  to  hem  a-^onder  goon  it  were. 
That  ech  from  other  wende  been  biraft. 
Or  eUes,  lo,  this  was  hir  moste  fere,    1341 
That  al  this  thing  bat  nyoe  dremes  were ; 
For  which  ftd  ofbe  ech  of  hem  seyde,  *  O 

swete, 
Clippe  ioh  yow  thus,  or  elles  I  it  mete  ?  * 

198.  And,  lordl  so  he  gan  goodly  on  hir 

see,  1345 

That  never  his  look  ne  bleynte  from  hir 

face, 
And  seyde,  *■  O  dere  herte,  may  it  be 
That  it  be  sooth,  that  ye  ben  in  this 

place?' 
*  Ye,  herte  myn,  god  thank  I  of  his  grace!* 
Quod  tho  Qriseyde,  and  therwith-al  him 

kiste,  1350 

That  where  his  spirit  was,  f<»  joyeheniste. 

19i.  This  Troflos  All  ofte  hir  eyen  two 
Gan  for  to  kisse,  and  seyde,  *  O  eyen  dere, 
It  were  ye  that  wrooghte  me  sindch  wo. 
Ye  humble  nettes  of  my  lady  dere  I     1355 
Though  ther  be  mercy  writen  in  your 

ohere,. 
God  wot,  the  text  fill  hard  is,  sooth,  to 

finde, 
Howcoude  ye  with-outen  bond  me  binde?* 

195.  Therwith  he  gan  hir  faste  in  armes 
take,  1359 

And  wel  an  hundred  tymes  gan  he  «yke, 
Nought  swichesorwM  sykea  as  men  make 
For  wo,  or  elles  whan  that  folk  ben  syke, 
But  esy  sykes,  swiche  as  been  to  lyke, 
That  shewed  his  aifeccioun  with-inne ; 
Of  swiche  oykes  coude  he  nought  bilinne. 

196.  Sone  after  this  they  ^>eke  of  sondry 
thinges,  1366 

As  fil  to  purpos  of  this  aventure. 
And  pleyinge  oitrechaungeden  hir  ringes. 
Of  which  I  can  nought  tellen  no  scripture; 
But  wel  I  woot  a  broche,  gold  and  asuze, 
In  whiohe  a  ruby  set  was  lyk  an  herte,  1371 
Criseyde  him  yaf,  and  stak  it  on  his 
sherte. 
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197.  Lord  I  troweye,  aooTeitons,  a  wreoche, 
That  blameUi  lore  and  holt  of  it  dctpyt, 
That,  of  tho  peiii  that  he  can  mokre  and 

kecche,  1375 

Was  ever  yet  y-yeve  him  fwich  delyt, 
As  is  in  love,  in  00  pt^yni,  in  som  plytf 
Kay,  doatelees,  for  also  god  me  save, 
So  parflt  joye  may  no  nigard  have  I 

198.  Th^  wol  sey  ^yis,*  but  lord!    io 
that  they  lye,  1380 

Tho  bisy  wzeoohas,  ftd  of  wo  and  dxede  t 
They  callen  love  a  woodnesae  or  folye, 
But  it  shal  fiUle  hem  as  I  shal  yow  rede ; 
Th0y  shnl  forgo  the  vHiyte  and  eke  the 

rede, 
And  live  in  vro^  ther  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaimee,  13Q5 

And  every  lover  in  his  tronthe  avsonoe ! 

199.  As  wolde  god,  tho  wreoehes,  that 
dispyse 

Servyse  of  love,  hadde  eras  al-so  loage 

As  hadde  Myda,  tol  of  ooveityse  ; 

And  ther-to  drtmken  hadde  as  hoot  and 

stronge  1390 

As  Grassns  dide  for  his  affMttIs  wronge, 
To  techen  hem  that  they  ben  in  the  vyoe, 
And  loveres  nought,  al-thongh  thoy  holds 

hemnyoe! 

200.  Thise  iike  two,  of  whom  thai  I  yow 

•eyof  «394 

Whan  that  hir  hertes  wel  assured  were, 
Tho  gonne  they  to  speken  and  to  playe. 
And  eek  rehevoen  how,  and  v^banne,  and 

where. 
They  knewe  hem  first,  and  every  wo  and 

fere 
That  passed  was ;  bttt  al  swioh  hevinene, 
I  thanke  it  god,  wastoomedtogladnesse. 

201.  And  evex^-mo,  whan  that  hem  fel  to 
flQpeke  1401 

Of  any  thing  of  swich»  tyme  agoon, 
With  kissing  al  that  tale  sholde  breke, 
And  fallen  in  a  newe  joye  anoon, 
And  diden  al  hir  might,  sin  they  were 
oon,  1405 

Vor  to  reooveren  blisse  and  been  at  ese. 
And  passed  wo  with  j<^ye  oonntrepeyse. 


208.  Besonwilnotthatlspekeofsleq;), 
For  it  accordeth  nought  to  my  matere  ; 
God  woot,  they  toke  of  that  ftd  litel  keep, 
Bat  lest  this  nig^t,  that  was  to  hem  so 
dere,  1411 

Ne  sholde  in  veyn  escape  in  no  manere, 
It  was  biset  in  joye  and  bisinesse 
Ofalthatsoonethin-togentilnesse.  1414 

206.  Bat  whan  the  cok,  oomnneastrologer, 
€km  on  his  brest  to  bete,  and  after  orowe, 
And  Laoifer,  the  dsyes  messager, 
€km   for  to  ryse,  and   oat   hir   hemes 

throws ; 
And  estward  roos,  to  him  that  coade  it 

knowe,  1419 

F&rtu$ia  itMior,  fthan  anoon  Criseyde, 
With  herte  sore,  to  TroUos  thas  seyde : — 

204.  *  Myn  hertes  lyf,  my  trist  and  my 

plesaonoe. 
That  I  was  bom,  alias !  what  me  is  wo. 
That  day  of  ns  mot  make  desseveraance  \ 
For  tyme  it  is  to  ryse,  and  hennes  go,  1425 
Or  elles  I  am  lost  for  evermo ! 
O  night,  alias  I  why  niltow  over  as  hove, 
As  longe  as  whanne  Almena  lay  by  Jove? 

206. 'O  blake  night,  as  folk  in  bokee  rede, 
Thtkt  shapen  art  by  god  this  world  to 

hyde  1430 

At  certeyn  tymes  with  thy  derke  wede, 
niat  nnder  that  men  mights  in  reste 

abyde, 
Wel  ooghte  bestes  pleyne,  and  folk  thee 

chyde. 
That  there-as  day  with  labour  wolde  us 

breste, 
That  thou  thus  fleest,  and  deynest  us 

nought  reste  I  1435 

20e?  Thou  dost,  alias !  to  shortly  thyn 

otfyoOf 
Thou  rakel  night,  ther  god,  makere  of 

kinde, 
Thee,  for  thyn  hast  and  thyn  onkinde 

vyoe, 
So  fiftste  ay  to  our  hemi-spere  bindo. 
That  never-more  under  the  ground  thoiji 

winde !  1440 

For  now,  for  thou  so  hyest  out  of  Troye, 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joye  !* 
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a07.  This  Troilns,  that  with  tho  wordes 

felte, 
Ab  thonghte  him  tho,  for  pietouB  distresse, 
The  blody  teres  from  his  herte  melte,  1445 
As  he  that  never  yet  swioh  hevinesse 
Assayed  hadde,  out  of  so  greet  gladneese, 
Gan  therwith-al  Criseyde  his  lady  dere 
In  armes   streyne,  and   s^yde   in  thiiEr 

manere. — 

208.  •  O  cruel  day,  aconsoxur  of  the  joye 
That  night  and  love  han  stole  and  faste 
y-wryen,   .  i45« 

A-cnrsed  be  thy  coming  in-to  Troye, 
'  For  every  bore  hath  oon  of  thy  bright  yta  I 
t  Knvyons  day,  what  list  thee  so  to  spyen  ? 
What  hastow  lost,   why  sekestow  this 
place,  1455 

Ther  god  thy  lyght  so  quenohe,  for  his 
grace? 

909/ Alias !  what  han  thise  loveres  thee 

agUt, 
Bispitous  day?  thyn  be  the  pyne  of  heUe ! 
For  many  a  lovere  hastow  ahent,  and 

wilt; 
Thy  pouring  in  wol  no-wher  lete  hem 

dweUe.  1460 

What  pro£»re8tow  thy  light  here  for  to 

selle? 

00  selle  it  hem  that  smale  seles  graven, 
We  wol  thee  nought,  ns  nedeth  no  day 

haven.' 

210.  And  eek  the  sonne  Tytan  gau  he 
ohyde. 

And  seyde,  *  O  fool,  wel  may  men  thee 
dispyse,  1465 

That  hast  the  Dawing  al  night  by  thy 
?yde. 

And  sufirest  hir  so  sone  up  fro  thee  lyse, 

For  to  disesen  loveres  in  this  wyse. 

What !  hold  your  bed  ther,  thou,  and  eek 
thy  Horwe  I 

1  bidde  god,  ao  yeve  yow  bothe  sorwe  I ' 

211.  Therwith  ftil  sore  he  sighte,  and 
thus  he  seyde,  1471 

*  My  lady  right,  and  of  my  wele  or  wo 
The  welleandrote,  OgoodlymyUfCriseyde, 
And  shal  I  x:}'8o,  oUhs  !  ,and  shal  I  go  ? 
Now  fele  I  that  myn  herte  moota-two!  1475 


For  how  sholde  I  my  lyf  an  houre  save, 
Sin  that  with  yow  is  al  the  lyf  I  have? 

212.^  What  shal  I  doon,  for  certes,  I  not 

how, 
Ne  whanne,  alias !  I  shal  the  tyme  see. 
That  in  this  plyt  I  may  be  eft  with  yow ; 
And  of  my  lyf;  god  woot  how  that  shal 

be,  1481 

Sin  that  de^yr  right  now  so  byteth  me, 
That  I  am  deed  anoon,  but  I  retoume. 
How  sholde  I  longe,  aUas!  fro  yow  to- 

jonme? 

aiB.  ^  But   nntheteeo,   myn  owene  lady 
bright,  1485 

Yit  were  it  so  that  I  wiste  outrely. 
That  I,  your  humble  servaunt  and  your 

kxiight. 
Were  in  your  herte  set  so  fermely 
As  ye  in  myn,  the  which  thing,  trewely. 
Me  lever  were  than  thise  worldes  tweyne. 
Yet  sholde  I  bet  enduren  al  my  peyne.' 

214.    To  that  Criseyde  answerde  right 
anoon,  1493 

And  with  a  syk  she  seyde,  *  O  herte  dere. 
The  game,  y-wis,  so  ferforth  now  is  goon, 
That  first  shal  Phebus  ialle  fro  his  spere. 
And  every  egle  been  the  dowves  fere,  1496 
And  every  roche  out  of  his  place  sterte, 
Br  Troilns  oat  of  Gbnseydes  herte  I 

216.' Ye  be  so  depe  in-with  n:^yn  herte 

grave. 
That,  though  I  wolde  it  tome  out  of  my 

thought,  1500 

As  wisly  verray  god  my  soule  save, 
To  dyen  in  the  peyne,  I  coude  nought ! 
And,  for  the  love  of  god  that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Lat  in  your  brayn  non  other  fantasye 
Soorepe,  thatitcauseme  todye!        1505 

216.  ^And  that  ye  me  wolde  han  as  &8te 

in  minde 
As  I  have  yow,  that  wdlde  I  yow  bi-seche ; 
And,  if  I  wiste  soothly  that  to  flnde, 
God  mighte  not  a  poynt  my  joyes  eche  t 
But,  herte  myn,  with-oute  more  speche, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  or  elles  were  Itrouthe; 
For  I  am  thyn,  by  god  and  by  my  troothe ! 
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Thu  iQjde  I  never  er  this,  ne  ibal  to 
mo ;  1514 

And  if  to  yow  it  were  a  gret  gladnesse 
To  tnme  nyeinf  eoone  after  that  ye  go, 
As  tKyn  wolde  I  as  ye,  it  were  so, 
As  wisly  god  myn  herte  bringe  at  reste !' 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  ofte  keste. 

218.  Agayns  his  wil,  fin  it  mot  nedes  be, 
This  Troflns   up   roos,    and   Aiste  him 

dedde,  152 1 

And  in  his  armes  took  his  lady  free 
An  hundred  t3^me,  and  on  his  wey  him 

spedde, 
And   with  swich  wordes  as  his  herte 

Uedde, 
He  seyde,  *  farewel,  my  dere  herte  swete, 
Ther  god  ns  graunte  sonnde  and  sone  to 

mete  !*  15*6 

219.  To  which  no  word  for  sorwe  she 
answerde, 

So  sore  gan  his  parting  hir  destreyne ; 
And  Troilns  nn-to  his  palays  ferde, 
As  woo  bigon  as  she  was,  sooth  to  seyne ; 
80  hard  him  wrong  of  sharp  desyr  the 

peyne  1531 

For  to  ben  eft  there  he  was  in  plesaance, 
That  it  may  never  oat  of  his  remem- 

brannoe. 

220.  Betomed  to  his  rSal  palais,  sone  1534 
He  softe  in-to  his  bed  gan  for  to  slinke, 
To  slepe  longe^  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
But  al  for  nought ;  he  may  wel  ligge  and 

winke, 
But   sleep  ne  may  ther  in    his  herte 

sinke; 
Tlkenkinge  how  she,  for  whom  de^yr  him 

brende, 
A  thousand-fold  was  worth  mosre  than  he 

wende.  1540 

221.  And  in  his  thought  gan  up  and  donn 
to  winde 

Hir  wordes  alia,  and  e?«ry  oonienaunce, 
And  fermely  impreasen  in  his  minde 
thelesteposmt  that  to  him  was  plesaunoe ; 
And  Yerrayliche,  of  thilke  remembraunoe. 


Deayr  al  newe  him  brende^  and  lust  to 
birede  1546 

Gan  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  he  noa 
hede. 

222.  Criseyde  also,  right  in  the  same  wyse, 
Of  Troilus  gan  in  hir  herte  shette  1549 
His  worthinease,  his  lust,  his  dedes  wyse. 
His  gentilesse,  and  how  she  with  him 

mette, 
Thonkinge  love  he  so  wel  hir  biaette ; 
Desyring  eft  to  have  hir  hcrto  dore 
In  swioh  a  plyt,  she  dorste  make  him 

ohere. 

i2Bb  P(ffldfir9}ft-morwewhiohthatoomen 
was  I5S5 

Un-to  his  neoe,  and  gan  hir  fiiyre  grete, 
Seyde,  *  al  this  night  so  reyned  it,  alias  t 
That  al  my  drede  is  that  ye,  nece  swete, 
Han  litel  layser  had  to  slepe  and  mete ; 
Al  night,'  quod  he,  *  hath  reyn  so  do  me 
wake,  1560 

That  Bom  of  us,  I  trowo,  hir  hedes  ake.' 

224.  And  ner  he  00m,  and  styda,  *  how 

stont  it  now 
This  mery  morwe,  neoe,  how  can  ye  fkre  ?' 
Criseyde  answerde, '  never  the  bet  fbr  yow. 
Fox  that  ye  been,  god  yeve  your  herte 

eare!  1565 

Qad  helpe  me  so,  ye  caused  al  this  fture, 
Trow  I,*  quod  sIm,  *  for  alia  your  wordes 

whjrte; 
O!  who-so  seeth  yow  knoweth  yow  ftil 

lyter 

22s.  With  that  she  gan  hir  face  for  to 

wrye 
With  the  shete,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed ;  i57i> 

And  Pandams  gan  under  for  to  pryo, 
And  seyde, '  neoe,  if  that  I  shal  ben  deed, 
Have  here  a  swerd,  and  smytoth  of  myn 

heed.* 
With  that  his  arm  al  sodeynly  he  thriste 
Under  hir  nekke,  and  at  the  laste  hir 

kiste.  1575 

226.  I  passe   al   that   which    chargeth 

nought  to  seye. 
What!   (jk>d  foiyaf  his  deeth,  and  she 

alHM 
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Eoryaf,  and  with  hir  nncle  gan  to  pleye, 
For  other  cause  was  ther  noon  than  so. 
But  of  this  thingr  right  to  the  effect  to  go, 
Whan  tyme  was,  horn  til  hir  hoos  she 
wente,  ,581 

And  Pandaros  hath  folly  his  entente. 

227.  Now  tome  we  ayein  to  Troilns, 
That  restelees  fol  longe  arbedde  lay, 
And  prevely  iejite  after  Pfmdams,      1585 
To  him  to  come  in  al  the  haste  he  may. 
He  com  anoon,  nought  ones  seyde  he 

•  nay,' 
And  Troilus  ful  sobrely  he  grette, 
And  doun  upon  hia  beddes  s^de  him 

sette.  ,589 

228.  This  Troaus,  with  al  the  affeooioun 
Of  frendes  love  that  herte  may  deyyse, 
To  Pandams  on  knete  fil  adoun, 

And  er  that  he  wolde  of  the  place  aiyse, 
He  gan  him  thonken  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
A  hondred  sythe  he  gan  the  tjrme  blesse, 
That  he  was  bom  to  bringe   him   fro 
distresse.  ,5p5 

229.  He  fl^yde,  *  O  frend,  of  frendes  th» 
alderbeste 

That  oyer  was,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
Thou  hast  in  hevene  y-brought  my  soule 

atreste 
M     Fro  Ilegiton,  the  fery  flood  of  helle ;  1600 
That,  though  I  mighte  a  thousand  tymes 

seUe, 
Upon  a  day,  my  lyf  in  thy  senrpse, 
It  mighte  nought  a  mote  in  that  su£Eyse. 

280.  The  sonne,  which  that  al  the  world 
may  see, 

Saw  never  yet,  my  lyf,  that  dar  I  leye, 
So  inly  fair  and  goodly  as  is  she,         1606 
Whos  I  am  al,  and  shal,  til  that  I  deye  j 
And,  that  I  thus  am  hires,  dar  I  seye, 
That  thanked  be  the  heighe  worthinesse 
Of  love,  and  eek  thy  kinde  bisinesse.  1610 

281.  Thus  hastow  me  no  litel  thing  y-yive, 
Fo  which  to  thee  obliged  be  for  ay 

My  lyf,  and  why?  for  thorugh  thyn  help 

I  live ; 
For  elles  deed  hadde  I  be  many  a  day.' 


And  with  that  word  doun  in  his  bed  he 
^1  1615 

And  Pandarus  Ail  sobrely  him  herde 
Til  al  was  seyd,  and  thanne   he   him 
answerde: 

282.  *  My  dere  frend,  if  I  have  doon  for 

thee 
In  any.cas,  god  wot,  it  is  me  leef ; 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be,  1620 
God  help  me  so  J  but  tak  now  not  a^xeef 
That  I  shal  seyn,  be  war  of  thismyscheef; 
That,  there-as  thou  now  brought  art  in-to 

blisse, 
That  thou  thy-self  ne  cause  it  nought  to 

misse. 

288.  For  of  fortunes  sharp  adversitee  16251  -ar3* 
The  worst  kinde  of  infortune  is  this,  ' 

A  man  to  have  ben  in  prosperitee. 
And  it  remembren,  whan  it  passed  is.        ] 
Thou  art  wys  y-nough,  for-thy  do  nought 


Be   not    to    rakel,    though    thou  dtte 

wamie,  ,5^, 

For  if  thou  be,  certeyn,  it  wol  thee 
harme. 

284.  Thou  art  at  ese,  and  hold  thee  wel 
ther-inne. 

For  also  seur  as  reed  is  every  fyr, 
As  greet  a  craft  is  kepe  wel  as  winne ; 
Biydle  alwey  wel  thy  speche  and  thy 
desyr.  .  ^^ 

For  worldly  Joye  halt  not  but  by  a  wyr ; 
That  preveth  wel,  it  brest  alday  so  ofbe  j 
For-thy  nede  is  to  werke  with  it  softe.» 

285.  Quod  Troilus,  *  I  hope,  and  god  to- 
fom, 

My  dere  frend,  that  I  shal  so  me  here. 
That  in  my  gilt  ther  shal  no  thing  be 
lorn,  ,(s^, 

N»  I  nil  not  rakle  as  for  to  greven  here ; 
It  nedeth  not  this  matere  ofte  tere  ; 
For  wistestow  myn  herte  wel,  Pandare, 
God  woot,  of  this  thou  woldest  litel  care.' 

288.  Tho  gan  he  telle  him  of  his  glade 
^^fc.  1646 

And  wher^f  first  his  herte  dredde,  and 
hoWf 
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And  wtiydB,  *ft«cnd,  ab  I  am  irewe  knight, 
And  l^  th«t  feyth  I  shal  to  god  and  yow, 
I  hadde  it  never  half  bo  hote  ae  now;  i^ 
And  ay  the  more  that  de^yr  me  byteth 
To  lore  hir  best,  the  more  it  me  delyteth. 

S87/ 1  noot  my-ielf  not  wisly  what  it  is ; 
Bnt  now  I  fele  a  newe  qnalitee, 
Ye,  al  another  than  I  dide  er  thii.'     1655 
CfbndAre  aniwerde,  and  aeyde  thus,  that  he 
That  onee  may  in  hevene  bluse  be, 
He  feleth  other  wejres,  dar  I  leye, 
Than  thilke  tyme  he  first  herde  of  it  aeye^ 

888.  This  ifl  o  word  for  al ;  this  Troilus 
Was  never  fVU,  to  speke  of  this  matere, 
And  for  to  preysen  nn^to  Pandams    i66a 
The  boontee  of  his  righte  lady  dere, 
And   Pandanis  to  thanke  and  maken 

ohere. 
This  tale  ay  was  span-newe  to  biginne  16^ 
Til  that  the  night  departed  hem  »-twinne. 

S89.  Sgne  after  this,  for  that  fortune  it 

wolde, 
I-oomen  was  the  blisftal  tyme  swete. 
That  TrQ£litf.was  warned  tbat  he  sholde, 
Ther  he  was   erst,    Oriseyde   his  lady 

mete;  i6jo 

For  which   he    fislte  his  herte  in  joye 

flete; 
And  feythftilly  gan  alle  the  goddes  herie ; 
And  lat  see  now  if  that  he  can  be  merie. 

240.  And  holden  was  the  forme  and  al 

the  wyse, 
Ofhiroominge,  andeekofhisalso,    1673 
As  it  was  erst,  which  nedeth  nought 

devyscu 
But  playnly  to  the  effect  right  for  to  go. 
In  joye  and  senrte  Pandanis  hem  two 
A-bedde  bronghte,  whan  hem  bothe  leste. 
And  thus  they  ben  in  qniete  and  in 

reste.  1680 

841.  Koo^t  nedeth  it  to  yow,  sin  they 

ben  met, 
To  aske  at  me  if  that  they  blythe  were ; 
For  if  it  erst  was  wel,  tho  was  it  bet 
A  thousand-fold,  this  nedeth  not  enqnere. 
A-gon  was  every  sorwe  and  every  fere ; 


And  bothe,  y-wis,  they  hadde,  and  m 
they  wende,  1686 

As  mnohe  j<^3re  as  herte  may  oomprende. 

242.  This  is  no  litel  thing  of  for  to  seye, 
This  passeth  every  wit  for  to  devyse  ;  1689 
For  eohe  of  hem  gan  otheres  lust  obeye ; 
Felioitee,  which  that  thise  derkes  wjrse 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  here  snffyse. 
This  joye  may  not  writen  been  with  inke. 
This  passeth  al  that  herte  may  bithinke. 

248.    But   cjsel.di^,    so  wel-awey  the 

stoonde !  1695 

Gan  for  to  aproche,  as  they  by  signea 

knewe, 
For  whiche  hem  thonghte  felen  dethes 

woonde; 
80  wo  was  hem,  that  ohaagen  gan  hir 

hewe,  1698 

And  day  they  gonnen  to  dispyse  al  newe, 
OaUing  it  traytonr,  envyons,  and  worse, 
And  bitterly  the  dayes  light  they  curse. 

244.  Qaod  Troilns,  *  alias  1  now  am  I  war 
That  PLroQi  and  tho  swiite  stedes  three, 
Whiche  that  drawen  forth  the  sonnes 

char, 
Han  goon  som  by-path  in  despyt  of  me ; 
lliat  maketh  it  so  sone  day  to  be ;       1706 
And,  for  the  Sonne  him  hasteth  thus  to 

ryse, 
Ke  shal  I  never  doon  him  saorffyse !' 

246.  But  nedes  day  departe  moste  hem 

sone, 
And  whanne  hir  speohe  doon  was  and  hir 

chore,  1710 

They  twinne  anoon  as  they  were  wont  to 

done, 
And  setten  tyme  of  meting  eft  y-fere ; 
And  many  a  nig^t  they  wronghte  in  this 

manere. 
And  thns  Fortune  a  tyme  ladde  in  joye 
Griseyde,  and  eek  this  kinges  sone   of 

Tpoye.  1 715 

246.  In  snfflsannce,  in  blisse,  and  in  sing- 

ingee. 
This  Troilnsgan  al  his  lyf  to  lede ; 
He  spendeth,  jnsteth,  maketh  'ffestey- 

inges; 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


272 


t^troiAt0  anh  ttiet^lt. 


[BooKin 


Ho  yeveth  ttely  offce,  and  ohanngetli 
wede,  1719 

And  held  abonte  him  alwej,  out  of  drede, 
A  world  of  folk,  as  cam  him  wel  of  kinde, 
The  fressheste  and  the  beste  he  conde 
finde  ; 

247.  That  ewfch  a  voys  was  of  him  and 

a  stevene 
Thomgh-ont  the  world,  of  honour  and 

largesse,  1724 

That  it  ap  rong  nn-to  the  yate  of  hevene. 
And,  as  in  love,  he  was  in  swich  gladnesse. 
That  in  his  herte  he  demede,  as  I  gesse, 
That  there  nis  lovere  in  this  world  at  ese 
So  wel  as  he,  and  thus  gan  love  ^i"> 

plese. 

24a  The  godlihede  or  beantee  which  that 
kinde  1730 

In  any  other  lady  hadde  y-set 

Can  not  the  mountannoe  of  a  knot  nn- 
hinde, 

A-honte  his  herte,  of  al  Oriseydes  net. 

He  was  so  narwe  y-masked  and  y-knet, 

That  it  nndoon  on  any  manere  8yde,  1735 

That  nil  not  been,  for  ought  that  may 
betyde. 

249.  And  by  the  hond  taX  ofte  he  wolde 

take 
This  Pandaros,  and  in-to  gardin  lode. 
And  swioh  a  feste  and  swioh  a  prooes 

make  1739 

Him  of  Cziseyde,  and  of  hir  womaahede,. 
And  of  hir  beantee,  that,  with-onten  drede, 
It  WBS  an  hevene  his  wordw  for  to  here ; 
And  thanne  he   wolde   singa  in   this 

manere 

260.  *  Love,  that  of  erthe  and  see  hath 

govemaunce, 
Love,  that  his  hestes  hath  in  hevene  hye, 
Love,  that  with  an  holsom  alliannce  1746 
Halt  peples  joyned,  as  him  list  hem  gye, 
Love,  that  knettoth  lawe  of  companye. 
And  couples  doth  in  vertn  for  to  dwelle. 
Bind  this  aoord,  that  I  have  told  and 

telle;  ,750 

261.^That  that   the  world  with  feyth, 

which  that  is  stable, 
I>yverBeth  so  his  stoondes  ooncordinge. 


That  elements  that  been  so  dlsoordaUe 
Holden  a  bond  perpetnely  doringe, 
That  Phebns  mote  his  rosy  day  forth 

bringe,  1755 

And  that  the  mono  hath  lordship  over 

the  nightes, 
Al    this  doth  Love;   ay  heried  be  his 

mightes! 

26a^That  that  the  see,  that  gredyis  to 

flowen, 
Constreyneth  to  a  certeyn  ende  so      1759 
His  flodes,  that  so  fersly  they  ne  growen 
To  drenchen  erthe  and  al  for  ever-mo ; 
And  if  that  Love  onght  lete  his  brydel  go, 
Al  that  now  loveth  a-sonder  sholde  lepe, 
And  lost  were  al,  that  Love  halt  now  to- 

hepe. 

268.'^  So  wolde    god,  that   anotor   is   of 

kinde,  ,^65 

That,  with  his  bond,  Love  of  his  vertu 

liste 
To  cerolen  hertes  aUe,  and  fbste  binde. 
That  ftrom  his  bond  no  wight  the  wey  ont 

wiste. 
And  hertes  colde,  hem  wolde  I  that  he 

twiste 
To  make  hem  love,  and  that  hem  leste  ay 

rewe  1770 

On  hertes  sore,  and  kepe  hem  that  ben 

trewe.' 

264.  In  alle  nodes,  for  the  tonnes  werre. 
He  was,  and  ay  the  flrste  in  armes  dight ; 
And  certeynly,  but-if  that  bokes  erre,  1774 
Save  Ector,  most  y-drad  of  any  wight ; 
And  this  enorees  of  hardinesse  and  might 
Cam  him  of  love,  his  ladies  thank  to 

winne. 
That  altered  his  spirit  so  with-inne. 

266,  In  tyme  of  trewe,  on  hankinge  wolde 

he  ryde. 
Or  elles  hxmten  boor,  here,  or  lyoun;  1780 
The  smale  bestes  leet  he  gon  bi-syde. 
And  whan  that  he  com  rydinge  in-to 

toun, 
Pol  offce  his  lady,  from  hir  window  donn, 
As  fresh  as  fancon  oomen  ont  of  mawe, 
Pul  redy  was,  him  goodly  to  salttwe.  1785 
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25^  And  moft  of  love  and  Tertn  was  his 

speche, 
And  in  despjt  haddo  olio  wreoohednosM; 
And  donteloes,  no  node  was  bim  bifloohe 
To  honoomi  horn  thai  hadde  worthir 

noBBO,  1789 

And  Mon  hem  that  weren  in  diftreeie. 
And  glad  was  he  if  any  wight  wel  ferde, 
That  lover  was,  whan  he  it  wiste  or  herds. 

857.  Forsooth  to  seyn,  ha  lost  held  eveiy 

wight 
Bnt4f  he  were  in  loves  heigh  servsrse, 
I  mene  folk  that  onghte  it  been  of  right. 
And  over  al  this,  so  wel  ooude  he  de- 

vy»e  1796 

Of  sentement,  and  in  10  nnkouth  wyse 
Al  his  azraj,  that  every  lover  thonghte, 
That  al  was  wel,  what-so  he  seyde  or 

wromghte. 

258.  And  though  that  he  he  come  of 
hlood  royal,  1800 

Him  liste  of  pryde  at  no  wight  for  to 
chase; 

Benigne  he  was  to  ech  in  general, 


For  which  ha  gat  him  thank  in  every 

place. 
Thus  wolde  Love,  y-heried  he  his  graoe, 
That  Piyde,  Envye,  Ire,  and  Avaryoe  1805 1 
He  gan  to  flee,  and  every  other  vyce.  ' 

269.  Thou  lady  bright,  the  dooghter  to 

Dione, 
Thy  blinde  and  winged  sone  eek,  dann 

Cnpyde; 
Ye  soBtren  nyne  eek,  that  by  Elioone 
In  hil  Pamaso  listen  for  to  a^yde,      1810 
That  ye  thus  fer  ban  deynod  me  to  gsrde, 
I  con  no  more,  but  sin  that  ye  wol  wende. 
Ye  heried  been  for  ay*  with-oaten  ende ! 

260.  Thonrgh  yow  have  I  seyd  ftilly  in 

my  song 
Th'e£feotandjoyeof  Troilnsservyse,  1815 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  disese  among. 
As  to  myn  anctor  listeth  to  devyse. 
ICy  thridde  book  now  ende  ioh  in  this 


And  Troilns  in  Inste  and  in  qoiete     1819 

Is  wkk  Gbrisqyde,  his  owne  herte  swete. 

EzpUdt  Liber  Terdns. 


BOOK  IV. 


[Prolienuiiin.j 

1.  BoT  al  to  litel,  weylawey  the  whyle, 

Lasteth  swioh  joye,  y-thonked  be  ^oc- 
tane ! 

That  semeth  trewest,  whan  she  wol 
bygyle. 

And  can  to  foles  so  hir  song  entnne, 

That  she  hem  bent  and  blent,  traytonr 
comone ;  5 

And  whan  a  wight  is  £rom  hir  wheel 
y-throwe, 

Than  langbeth  she,  and  maketh  him  the 
mowe. 

2l   From  ^^flns  she  gan  hir  brighte  face 
Aw^  to  wrythe,  and  took  of  him  non 
hede, 


But  caste  him  dene  onte  of  his  lady 
grace,  10 

And  on  hir  wheel  she  sette  up  piomedo  ;  - 

For  which  right  now  myn  herte  ginneth 
blede. 

And  now  my  penne,  alias !  with  which 
I  wryte, 

Qnaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moot  endyte. 

3.  For  how  Crise3rde  Troilns  fbrsook,      15 
Or  at  the  leste,  how  that  she  was  nn- 

kinde, 
Hot    hennes-forth    ben    matere   of  my 

book. 
As  wryten  folk  thorogh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
Alias !   that    th^    shnlde    ever    cause 

finds 
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To  spoke  hir  harm ;  and  if  they  on  hir 
lye,  9o 

T-wis,  hem-self  sholde  han  the  vilanj^ 

A.  O  ye  HerineSiNightesdonghtren  three, 
That  endelees  compleynen  ever  in  pyne, 
ICegera,  Alete,  and  eek  Thesiphone ; 
Thou  cniel  Kara  eek,  feeler  to  Qoiryne,  35 
This  like  ferthe  book  me  helpeth  fyne, 
So  that  the  los  of  lyf  and  love  y-fere 
Of  Troilns  be  Ailly  shewed  here. 

Explicit  tproheminm.   Incipit  Qnartas 
Uber. 

6.  Lioonros  in  ost,  as  I  have  aeyd  or  this, 
The  Grekes  stronge,  abonte  Troye  tonn,  30 
Bifel  that,  whan  that  Phebns  shyning  is 
Up-on  the  brest  of  Heronles  Lyonn, 
That  Ector,  with  ftil  many  a  bold  baroon, 
Caste  on  a  day  with  Grekes  for  to  fighte. 
As  he  was  wont  to  greve  hem  what  he 
mighte.  35 

6.  Not  I  how  longe  or  short  it  was  lid- 

twene 
This  purpos  and  that  day  they  fighte 

mente; 
Bat  on  a  day  wel  armed,  bright  and 

shene, 
^tor,.  and  many  a  worthy  wight  ont 

wente, 
With  spere  in  bond   and  bigge  bowes 

bente ;  40 

And  in  the  herd,  with'Oate  lenger  lette, 
Hir  fomen  in  the  feld  anoon  hem  mette. 

7.  The  longe  day,  with  speres  sharpe 

y-grounde, 
'V^th  arwes,  dartes,  swerdes,  maoes  felle. 
They  fighte  and  bringen  hors  and  man 

to  gronnde,  45 

And  with  hir  axes  out  the  braynes  quelle. 
Bat  in  the  laste  shoar,  sooth  for  to  telle. 
The  folk  of  Trojre  hem-selven  so  mis- 

ledden, 
That  with  the  worse  at  night  homward 

th^fledden. 

8.  At  whiohe  day  was  taken  Antenor,  50 
Haogre  Polydamas  or  Monesteo, 
Santippe,  Sarpedon,  Polynestor, 


Polyte,  or  eek  ihe  Trojan  daan  Bipheo, 
And  othere  lasse  folk,  as  phebmeo. 
So  that,  for  harm,  that  day  the  folk  of 
Troye  55 

Dxedden  to  lese  a  greet  part  of  hir  joye. 

9.  Of  Pryamos  was  yeve,  at  (}reek  re* 

qaeste, 

A  ^yme  of  trewe,  and  tho  th^  gonnea 
trete, 

Hir  prisoneres  to  ohaongen,  moste  and 
leste,  59 

And  for  the  sorplas  yeven  sommes  grete. 

This  thing  andon  was  ooath  in  every 
strete, 

Bothe  in  th*assege,  ii^  toane,  and  every- 
where, 

And  with  the  firste  it  cam  to  Calkas  ere, 

10.  Whan  Q^l^  knew  this  tretis  sholde 
holde, 

In  consistorie,  among  the  Grekes,  sone  65 
He  gan  in  thringe  forth,  with  lordes  olde, 
And  sette  him  there-as  he  was  wont  to 

done; 
And  with  a  channged  fSsuie  hem  bad  a 

bone, 
For  love  of  god,  to  don  that  reverence, 
To  stinte  noyse,  and  yeve  him  andienoe. 

11.  Thanne  seyde  he  thns,  *  lo  1  lordes 
myne,  I  was  71 

Trojan,  as  it  is  knowen  oat  of  drede ; 
And  if  that  yow  remembre,  I  am  Oalkas, 
That  alderftrst  yaf  comfort  to  yoar  nede, 
And  tolde  wel  how  that  yB  sholden  spede. 
For  dredelees,  thorngh  yow,  shal,  in  a 

stoonde,  76 

Ben  Troye  y-brend,  and  beten  doan  to 

gronnde. 

12.  ^And  in  what  forme,  or  in  what  maner 


This  town  to  shende,  and  al  yoor  lost  to 

aoheve, 
Ye  han  er  this  wel  herd  it  me  devyse;  80 
This  knowe  ye,  my  lordes,  as  I  leva. 
And  for  the  Grekes  weren  me  so  leve, 
I  com  my-self  in  my  propre  persone, 
To  teche  in  this  how  yow  was  best  to 

done; 
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18.  ^Havinge  nn-to  my  trMonr  ii«  my 
rente  85 

lUfl^t  no  TMport,  to  retpeot  of  your  eM. 

ThoB  al  my  good  I  loste  and  to  yow 
wente, 

Wening  in  this  7<m^  lordet,  for  to  plese. 

Bat  al  that  lot  n«  doth  me  no  diiese. 

I  Tonche-saof,  aa  wialy  have  I  joye,       90 

For  yoa  to  lese  al  that  I  have  in  Troye, 

iCSave  of  a  donghter,  that  I  lafte,  alias ! 
Slepinge  at  hoom,  whanne  ont  of  Troye 
Isterte. 

0  Sterne,  O  cmel  &der  that  I  was ! 
How  mighte  I  have  in  that  so  hard  an 

herte?  95 

Alias !  I  ne  hadde  y-bron^t  hir  in  hir 

shertel 
For  sorwe  of  which  I  wol  not  live  to 

morwe, 
Bnt-if  yB  lordes  rewe  np-cm  my  sorwe. 

ISw^For,  t^  that  cause  I  say  no  tyme  er 

now 
Hir  to  delivere,  I  holden  have  my  pees ; 
Bnt  now  or  never^  if  that  it  lyke  yow,  101 

1  may  hir  have  right  sone,  doutelees. 

0  help  and  grace !  amonges  al  this  press, 
Bewe  on  this  olde  oaitif  in  destresse, 
Bin  I  throve^  yow  have  al  this  hevineste ! 

Id.'  Ye  have  now  caught  and  fetessd  in 
prlsoon  106 

Trojans  y-nowe ;  and  if  your  willes  be. 
My  child  with  oon  may  have  redempcioon. 
Now  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  bonntee, 
OoB  of  so  fele,  alias  1  so  yeve  him  me.  ixo 
What  nede  were  it  this  preyere  for  to 

weme. 
Sin  ye  shnl  bothe  ban  folk  and  toon  as 
yeme? 

17.*^  On  peril  of  my  lyf,  I  shal  not  lye, 
AppoUo  hath  me  told  it  feithftilly ; 

1  have  eek  fimnde  it  by  astronomye,    115 
By  sort,  and  by  angorie  eek  trewely. 
And  dar  wel  sejre,  the  tyme  is  fute  by, 
Tliat  fyr  and  flaombe  on  al  the  toon  shal 

sprede; 
And  thus  shal  Troye  tnme  in  asshen 
dede. 


la^For  oert«»yn,  Phebm  and  Neptnnvs 
bothe,  lao 

lliat  makeden  the  walles  of  the  toon, 
Ben  with  the  folk  of  Troye  alwey  so 

wrothe. 
That  thei  wol  bringe  it  to  conftisioiin, 
Bight  in  despyt  of  king  lAmeadonn.   124 
By-oanse  he  nolde  pajren  hem  hir  byre. 
The  toon  of  Trpye  shal  ben  set  on-fyre.* 

19.  Telling  his  tale  alwey,  this  olde  greye, 
Humble  in  speche,  and  in  his  lokinge  eke, 
The  salte  teres  from  his  ey§n  tweye     139 
Fed  faste  ronnen  doon  by  eyther  oheke. 
So  longe  he  gan  of  soooor  hem  by^eke 
That,  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  sore. 
They  srave  him  Antenor,  with-oate  more. 

20.  Bat  who  was  glad  y-nongh  bnt  Calkas 
tho? 

And  of  this  thing  toX  sone  his  nodes 
leyde  135 

On  hem  that  sholdsn  for  the  tretis  go, 
And  hem  for  Antenor  fol  ofle  preyde 
To  bringen  hoom  king  Toas  and  Oriseyde ; 
And  whan  Piyam  his  save-garde  sente, 
Th'embassadoors  to  Troye  strojrght  they 
wente.  140 

21.  The  oaase  y-told  of  hir  oominge,  tho 
olde 

^lyAQX  the  king  fol  sone  in  general 
Let  here-npon  his  parlement  to  holde. 
Of  which  the  effect  rehersen  yow  I  shal. 
Th'embasndoors  ben  answered  for  fynal, 
Th'eschaonge  of  prisoners  and  al   this 

nede  146 

Hem  lyketh  wel,  and  forth  in  they  pro- 

oeda 

22.  This  Troilos  was  present  in  the  place, 
Whan  axed  was  for  Antenor  Criseyde, 
For  which  ftd  sone  ohaongen  gan  his  face. 
As  he  that  with  tho  wordes  wel  neigh 

deyde.  151 

But  nathelees,  he  no  word  to  it  seyde, 
Lest  men  sholde  his  affeccioan  espye ; 
With  mannes  herte  he  gan  his  surwes 

drye. 

28.  And  fol  of  angoish  and  of  grisly 
drede  155 

Abood  what  lordes  wolde  nn-to  it  s^ye ; 
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And  if  ihey  wolde  grannte,  as  god  for- 
bade, 

Th^eschaungQ  of  hir,  than  thonghte  he 
thinges  twe je, 

first,  how  to  save  hir  honour,  and  what 
weye 

He  mighte  best  th'eschannge  of  hir  with- 
stonde ;  i6o 

Fnl  faste  he  caste  how  al  this  mighte 
stonde. 

24.  Love  him  made  al  prest  to  doon  hir 

byde, 
And  rather  djre  than  she  shi^de  go ; 
Bnt  resonn  seyde  him,  on  that  other  ^de, 
'  With-oate  assent  of  hir  ne  do  not  so,  165 
Lest  for  thy  werk  she  wolde  be  thy  fo, 
And  sesm,  that  thorogh  thy  medling  is 

y-blowe 
Your  bother  love,  there  it  was  erst  nn- 

knowe.* 

26.  For  which  ha  gan  deliberen,  for  the 

beste, 
That  though  the  lordes  wolde  that  she 

wente,  170 

He  wolde  late  hem  grannte  what  hem 

leste, 
And  telle  his  lady  first  what  that  they 

mente. 
And  whan  that  she  had  seyd  him  hir 

entente, 
Ther-afker  wolde  he  werken  also  blyve. 
Though  al   the  world    ajrein    it   wolde 

stryve.  175 

26.  Ector,  which  that  wel  the  Orekes 

herde. 
For  Antenor  how  they  wolde  han  Cri- 


Gan    it    withstonde,    and   sobrely   an* 

swerde: — 
'Sires,  she  nis  no  prisoner,*  he  seyde ; 
*I  noot  on  yow  who  that  this  charge 

leyde,  180 

Bnt,  on  my  part,  ye  may  eft-sone  him 

telle, 
We  nsen  here  no  wommen  for  to  selle.' 

27.  The  noyse  of  dspIq  np-stirte  thanne 

at  ones. 
As  breme  as  blase  of  straw  y-set  on  fyre ; 


For  infortnne  it  wolde,  for  the  nones,  185 

They  sholden  hir  conftisionn  desyre. 

*  Ector,'  qnod  they,  *  what  goost  may  yow 

enspyre, 
This  womman  thns  to  shilde  and  doon  ns 

lese 
Dann  Antenor?— a  wrong  w^  now  ye 

chese — 

28.^  That  is  so  wys,  and  eek  so  bold  baronn, 
And  we  han  nede  of  folk,  as  men  may 

see;  191 

He  is  eek  oon,  the  grettest  of  this  tonn ; 
O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantasySs  be  1 
O  king  Pryam,*  qnod  they,  *  thns  seggen 

we,  t94 

That  al  our  voys  is  to  for-gon  Criseyde ; ' 
And  to  deliveren  Antenor  they  presrde. 

29.  O  Ju]^enal,  lord!  trewe  is  thy  sen- 
tence, 
That  litel  witen  folk  what  is  to  yeme 
That  they  ne  finde  in  hir  desyr  offence ; 
For  clond  of  erronr  lat  hem  not  desoeme 
What  best  is ;  and  lo,  here  ensample  as 
yeme,  aoi 

This  folk  desiren  now  deliverannce 
Of  Antenor,  that  brongfate  hem  to  mis- ; 
channoe ! 

80.  For  he  was  after  traytoiir  to  tiie  toon 
Of  Troye  ;  alias  !  thoy  qnitte  him  out  to 

rathe;  Xig 

O  nyce  world,  lo,  thy  disoreoioim  ! 
Criseyde,  which  that  never  dide    hem 

sfcathe, 
Shal  now  no  lenger  inhir  blisse  bathe ; 
Bnt  Antenor,  he  shal  eom  hoomtoto«ne, 
And  she  dial  ont :  thns  seyden  l^re  and       ^ 

hojme.*  aio 

81.  For  which  delibered  was  by  parle- 
ment. 

For  Antenor  to  yelden  np  Criseyde, 
And  it  pronounced  by  the  president, 
Alrtheigh    that    Ector    *nay'    Ail    oite 

preyde. 
And  ^rnaly,  what  wight  that  it  with- 

seyde,  215 

It  was  for  nought;  it  moste  been,  and 

sholde; 
For  substaunce  of  the  parlement  it  wolde. 
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82.  Departed  ottt  of  iMurlement  echone, 
This  Trqilis,  with-oate  ivordes  mo, 
Un-to  his  chatanbre  ipedde  him   fiute 

allone,  aao 

Bntrii  it  were  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
The  whiohe  he  bad  out  flute  fbr  to  go, 
By-canse  he  wolde  alepen,  as  he  s^yde, 
And  hastely  up-on  his  bed  him  leyde. 

83.  And  as  in  winter  lores  been  biraft,  335 
Eche  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 

80  that  ther  nis  but  bark  and  braanche 

y-laft, 
Lyth  Troilns,  birait  of  eoh  wel-fkre, 
Y-bonnden  in  the  blake  bark  of  eare, 
Disposed  wood  oat  of  his  wit  to  breyde, 
So  sore  him  sat  the  ohaonginge  of  Cri- 

s^de.  231 

84.  He  rist  him  np,  and  every  dons  he 
shette 

And  windowe  eek,  and  tho  this  sorweM 


Up-on  his  beddes  «yde  a-doon  him  sette, 
Fal  lyk  a  deed  image  pale  and  wan ;    935 
And  in  his  brest  the  heped  wo  bigan 
Ont-breste,  and  he  to  werken  in   this 


In  his  woodnesse,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

86,  Bight  as  the  wilde  bole  biginneth 

springe 
Now  here,  now  theiv,  y-darted  to  tha 

herte,  *40 

And  of  his  deeth  roreth  in  oompl^yninge, 
Bight  so  gan  he  abonte  the  ohanmbre 

sterte, 
Smyting  his  brest  ay  with  his  festes 

smerte ; 
His  heed  to  the  wal,  his  body  to  the 

gronnde 
Fol  ofte  he  swapte,  him-selven  to  con- 

fonnde.  245 

86.  His  eyen  two,  for  pitee  of  his  herte, 
Out  stremeden  as  swifte  welles  tweye ; 
The  heighe  sobbes  of  his  sorwes  smerte 
His  speche  him  rafte,  nnnethes  mighte 
he  seye,  249 

*  O  deeth,  alias  I  why  nlltow  do  me  deye? 
A-ettrsed  be  the  day  Vhiich  that  nature 
Shoop  me  to  ben  a  lyves  creature  !* 


87.  But  after,  whan  the  Airie  and  the 
rage 

Which  thai  his  herte  twiste  and  faste 
threste,  154 

By  lengthe  of  tymesomwhat  gan  aaiwage, 
Up^m  his  bed  he  Uyde  him  doon  to  reste ; 
But  tho  bigonne  his  teres  more  out-breste^ 
That  wonder  is,  the  body  may  sufiiyse 
To  half  this  wo,  which  that  I  yow  devyse. 

88.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  F<>rtune !  alias 
the  whyle !  "  a6o 

What  have  I  doon,  what  have  I  thus 

a^t? 
How  mighteetow  for  reuthe  me  big^'le  ? 
Is  ther  no  grace,  and  shal  I  thus  be  spilt? 
Shal  thus  Criseyde  awey,  for  that  thou 

wilt?  364 

Alias  I  how  mi^rstow  in  thyn  herte  finde 
To  been  to  me  thus  cruel  and  unkinde? 

89.  Have  I  thee  nought  honoured  al  my 
lyve, 

As  thou  wel  west,  above  the  goddes  alle  ?  I 
Why  wiltow  me  tro  joye  thus  depryve  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  mi^  men  now  thee  calle 
But  wreoche  of  wreoches,  out  of  honour 

fiJle  371 

In-to  miseria,  in  which  I  wol  biwag^le 
Gds^rde,  alias !  til  thai  the  hreeth  me 

fkyleP 

40.  Alias,  Fortune !  if  that  my  lyf  in  joye 
Diqplesed  hadde  un-to  thy  foule  envye, 
Why  ne  haddestow  my  fader,  king  of 

Troye,  ajO 

3y-raft  the  lyf,  or  doon  my  bretheren  dye, 
Or  slayn  my-self,  that  thus  compleyne 

andorye, 
I,  oombie-world,  that  may  of  no-thing 


But  ever  dye,  and  never  ftilly  sterve?  380 

41.^  If  that  Oris^^  allone  were  me  laft, 
Nou^t  roughte  I  whifler  thou  wc^deot 

me  stere  j 
And  hir,  alias  t  than  hastow  me  bixaft. 
But  ever-more,  lo  1  this  is  thy  manero, 
To  reve  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  der^ 
To  preve  in  that  thy  gerftJ  violence.  386 
Thus  am  I  lost,  ther  helpeth  no  defencei. 
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425  O  verray  lord  of  love,  O  god,  alias ! 
That  knowest  best  myn  herte  aad  al  my 

thought, 
What  shal  my  sorwftd  lyf  don  in  this  cas 
If  I  foi^go  that  I  so  dere  have  bought?  291 
Sin  ye  Ozyseyde  and  me  han  ftilly  brought 
In-to  your  grace,  and  bothe  our  hertes 

aeled, 
How  may  ye  snfOre,  alias  i  it  be  repeled  f 

48.^  What  I  may  doon,  I  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure  295 

On  lyye  in  torment  and  in  cruel  peyne, 
This  infortune  or  this  disaventure, 
Allone  as  I  was  bom,  y-wis,  compleyne ; 
Ne  never  wil  I  seen  it  shyne  or  reyne ; 
I  But  ende  I  wil,  as  Edippe,  in  derknesse 
My  sorwftd  lyf,  and  dyen  in  distresse.  301 

ii.^0  wery  goost,  that  errest  to  and  fro, 
Why  niltow  fleen  out  of  the  woftdleste 
Body,  that  ever  mighte  on  grounde  go  ? 
O  soule,  lurkinge  in  this  wo,  unneste,  305 
Flee  fortii  out  of  myn  herte,  and  lat  it 

breste. 
And  folwe  alwey  Oriseyde,  thy  lady  dere ; 
Thy  righte  place  is  now  no  lenger  here  ! 

46.  O  wofnlle  eyen  two,  sin  your  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Oriseydes  eyen  brighte, 
What  shal  ye  doom  but,.for  my  disoom- 

fort,  311 

Stonden  for  nought,  and  wepen  oat  your 

sighte? 
Sin  she  is  qnoynt,  that  wont  was  yow  to 

lighte, 
In  veyn  fico-this-forth  have  I  eiyvn  tweye 
Y-formed,  sin  your  vertue  is  a-weye.    315 

c 
46.  O  my  Oriseyde,  O  lady  soversyne 
Of  thilke  woftil  soule  that  thus  cryeth, 
Who  shal  nowyeven  comfort  tomy pco^e? 
Alias,  no  wight;  but  when  myn  herte 

dyeth, 
My  spirit,  which  that  so  on-to  yow  hyeth, 
Beceyve  in  gree,  for  thai  shal  ay  yow 

servo;  3Ji 

FoiMihy  no  fora  is,  though  the  body  sterve. 

47.^  0  ye  loveres,  that  heighe  upon  the 

wheel 
Ben  set  of  Fortune,  in  good  aventure, 


God  leve  thatyefindeay  love  of  steel,  335 
And  longe  mot  your  lyf  in  joye  endure ! 
But  whan  ye  comen  by  my  sepulture, 
Bemembreth  that  your  felawe   resteth 

there; 
For  I  lovede  eek,  though  I  unworthy 

were.  339 

4aC  O  olde  unholsom  and  mislyved  man, 
Calkas  I  mene,  alias !  what  eyleth  thee 
To  been  a  G(reek,  sin   thou  art   bom 

Trojan? 
0  Calkas,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  be. 
In  cursed  tyme  was  thou  bom  for  me ! 
As  wolde  blisftil  Jove,  for  his  joye,      335 
That  I  thee  hadde,  where  I  wolde,  in 

Troye!* 

49.  A  thousand  sykes,  bottere  than  the 
glede, 

Out  of  his  brest  ech  alter  other  wente, 
Medled  with  pleyntes  newe,  his  wo  to 
fede,  339 

For  which  his  woftil  teres  never  stente ; 
And  shortly,  so  his  poynes  him  to-rente, 
And  wex  so  mat,  that  joye  nor  penaunce 
He  feleth  noon,  butlythforth  in  atraunce, 

50.  P&ndare,  which  that  in  the  parlement 
Hadde  herd  what  every  lord  and  buigeys 

■€(yde,  345 

And  how  ful  graunted  was,  hy  oon  assent, 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  so  Oriseyde, 
Oan  wel  neigh  wood  out  of  his  wit  to 

hreyde^ 
80  that,  for  wo,  he  niste  what  he  mente ; 
But  in  a  rees  to  Troilus  he  wente.        350 

61.  A  oert^yn  knight,  that  for  the  tyme 
^  kepte 

The  chaumbre-dore,  un-dide  it  him  anoon ; 
And  Pandare,  that  tal  tendreliche  wepte, 
In-to  the  derke  chaumbre,  as  stille  as 

stoon. 
Toward  the  bed  gan  softely  to  goon,    355 
So  conftuh  that  he  niste  what  to  seye ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  aweye. 

62.  And  with  his  chore  and  loking  al 
to-torn, 

For  sorwe  of  this,  and  with  his  armes 
folden, 
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He  stood  this  woftil  Troilns  bifbm,      360 
And  on  his  pitons  laoe  he  gsn  biholden ; 
But  lordi  so  often  gan  his  herte  oolden, 
Being  his  fxeend  in  wo,  whos  hevinesse 
His  herte  slow,  m  thoughts  him,  for  dis- 


68.  This  wotuX  iright,  this  Troilus,  that 
felte  365 

His  fireend  PtandsM  y-comen  him  to  see, 
Qan  as  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  melte, 
For  whioh  this  sorwfVil  Fandare,  <^pitee, 
Gan  int  to  wepe  as  tendreliohe  as  he ; 
And  speoheles  thns  been  thise  ilke  tweye, 
That  nsyther  mighte  o  word  for  sorwe 

37« 


54.  Bat  at  the  laste  this  woftil  Tl9Ma0i 
Key  deed  for  smert,  gan  bresten  out  to 

rore, 
And  with  a  sorwful  noyse  he  seyde  thus, 
Among  his  sobbes  and  his  sykes  sore,  375 
*Lo!   Pandare,  I  am  deed,  with-oaten 

more. 
Hastow  nought  herd  at  parlement,*  he 

seyde, 
*  For  Antenor  how  lost  is  my  Criseiyde  ?  * 

65.  This  Fandams,  taX  deed  and  pale  of 

hewe, 
Fol  pitonsly  answerde  and  sesrde,  *  yia ! 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe,       381 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  is. 
O  mercy,  god,  who  wolde  have  trowed 

this? 
Who  wolde  have  wend  that,  in  so  litel 

a  throwe,  384 

Fortune  mu  joye  wolde  ban  over-throwe? 

56.^For  in  this  world  ther  is  no  creatnre, 
As  to  my  doom,  that  ever  saw  msme 
Stranngere  than  this,  thoragh   oas  or 

aventnre. 
But  who  may  al  eschews  or  al  devyne  ? 
Swich  is  this  world ;  for-thy  I  thus  de- 

^e,  390 

f  Ke  troste  no  wight  finden  in  Fortune 
Ay  propretee ;  hir  yeftes  been  oomune. 

67.^  But  tel  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  so 

mad 
To  sorwen  thus?    Why  lystow  in  this 


Sin  thy  desyr  al  hoUy  hastow  had,       395 
80  that,  by  right,  it  oughts  y-now  suiXyse  f 
But  I,  that  never  felte  in  my  servyse 
A  irendly  ohere  or  loking  of  an  yd, 
Lat  me  thus  wepe  and  wayle,  til  I  dye. 

68.^  And  over  al  this,  as  thou  wel  woet 
thy-selve,  400 

This  town  is  Ail  of  ladies  al  aboute ; 

And,  to  my  doom,  £urer  than  swiche 
twelve 

As  ever  she  was,  shal  I  flnde,  in  som 
route, 

Ye,  oon  or  two,  with-outen  any  doute.  404 

For-thy  be  glad,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 

If  she  be  lost,  we  shulreoovere  another.      ^ 

59.^  What,  god  for-bede  alwey  that  eoh 


In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  other  wight! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  daunoe; 
If  this  be  goodly,  she  is  glad  and  light ; 
And  this  is  iignr,  and  that  can  good 
a-right  411 

Eoh  for  his  vertu  holden  is  for  dere, 
Bothe  heroner  and  fauoon  ibr  rivere. 

60.  And  eek,  as  writ  Zamds,  that  was  ftd 
wys, 

**The  newe  love  out  chaceth  ofte  the  ' 
olde;"  415 

And  up-on  newe  cas  lyth  newe  avys. 

Thenk  eek,  thy-self  to  saven  artow  holds ; 

Swich  fyr,  by  proces,  shal  of  kinde  colds. 

Fob  sin  it  is  but  oasuel  plesaunoe, 

Som  cas  shal  putte  it  out  of  remem- 
braunce.  410 

61.  For  al-so  eieur  as  day  cometh  after 
night. 

The  newe  love,  labour  or  other  wo, 
Or  elles  selde  seinge  of  a  wight, 
Don  olde  affecoiouns  alls  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  part,  thou  shalt  have  oon  of 
tho  4^ 

To  abrigge  with  thy  bittre  peynes  smerte; 
Absence  of  hir  shal  dryve  hir  out  of  herte.* 

62.  Thise  wordes  seyde  he  for  the  nones 
aU«, 

To  helpe  his  fireend,  lest  he  for  sorwe 
dsyde. 
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For  dootdeeei  to  doon  hit  wo  to  falle,  430 
He  xooghte  not  what  unthxift  that  he 

seyde. 
But  Txx>nxi8,  that  neigh  for  sorwe  deyde, 
Toklitel  hede  of  al  that  ever  he  mente ; 
Oon  ere  it  herde,  at  the  other  oat  it 

wente:— 

68.  But  at  the  laste  anBwerde  and  s^yde, 
*freend,  435 

This  leoheczaft,  or  heled  thus  to  be, 

Were  wel  sitting,  if  that  I  were  a  feend, 

To  traysen  hir  that  trewe  is  unto  me ! 

I  pray  god,  lat  this  oonsayl  never  y-thee ; 

But  do  me  rather  sterve  anon-right 
hese  440 

£r  I  thus  do  as  thoa  me  woldest  lere. 

ei!^  She  that  I  serve,  y-wis,  what  so  thoa 

seye, 
To  whom  myn  herte  enhahit  is  hy  right, 
8hal  han  me  hoUy  hires  til  that  I  deye. 
For,  Pandarns,  dn  I  have  troathe  hir 

^^%  445 

I  wol  not  been  nntrewe  for  no  wight ; 
Bat  as  hir  man  I  wol  ay  live  and  sterve, 
And  never  other  creatare  serve. 

66.  And  ther  thoa  seyst,  thoa  shalt  as 

fkireflnde 
As  she,  lat  be,  make  no  comparisonn  450 
To  creatare  y-fbrmed  here  by  kinde. 

0  leve  Pfeuidare,  in  oonclnsioan, 

1  wol  not  be  of  thyn  opinioan, 
Toaching  al  this ;  for  whiche  I  thee  hi- 

SGche, 

So  hold  thy  pees;  thoa  sleest  me  with 
thyspeche.  455 

c 

66.  Thow  biddest  me  I  sholde  love  an- 
other 

Al  fireshly  newe,  and  lat  Oriaey^  go ! 

It  lyth  not  in  my  power,  leve  brother. 

And  though  I  mighte,  I  wolde  not  do  so. 

Bnt  canstow  pleyen  raket,  to  and  fro^  460 

Notle  in,  dokke  out,  now  this,  now  that, 
Pandaro? 

Kow  f oale  falle  hir,  for  thy  wo  that  care ! 

67.^Thow  forest  eek  by  me,  thoa  Fan- 
darns, 
As  he,  that  whan  a  wight  is  wo  birgoon, 


He  oometh  to  him  a  pas,  and  sesrth  right 
thos,  4^ 

"Thenk  not  on  smert,  and  thoa  shalt  fele 
noon." 

Thoa  most  me  first  tsansmawen  in  a 
stoon. 

And  reve  me  my  passioanes  alle, 

Er  thoa  so  lightly  do  my  wo  to  folle. 

68.^The  deeth  may  wel  oat  of  my  brest 
departe  470 

The  ly^  so  longe  may  this  sorwe  myne ; 
But  fro  my  soale  shal  Criseydes  darte 
Oat  never-mo ;  bat  doon  witii  Proserpsme, 
Whan  I  am  deed,  I  wol  go  wone  in  pyne; 
And  ther  I  wol  eternally  compleyne  475 
My  wo,  and  how  that  twinned  be  we 
tweyne. 

69.^  Thow  hast  here  maad  an  argument, 

forfyn. 
How  that  it  sholde  lasse  pejme  be 
Criseyde  to  for-goon,  for  she  was  myn. 
And  live  in  ese  and  in  felioitee;  480 

Why  gabbeetow,  that  seydest  thus  to  me 
That  "  him  is  wors  that  is  firo  wele  y- 

throwe. 
Than  he  hadde  erst  non  of  that  wele 

y-knowe?" 

70.  But  tel  me  now,  sin  that  thee  thinketh 

so  light 
To  chaungen  so  in  love,  ay  to  and  fro,  485 
Why  hastow  not  don  bisily  thy  might 
To  diaungen  hir  that  doth  thee  al  thy  wo? 
Why  niltow  lete  hir  fro  thyn  herte  go  ? 
Why  niltow  love  an-other  hudiy  swete. 
That  may  thyn  herte  setten  in  quiete  ? 

71.*  If  thoa  hast  had  in  love  ay  yet  mis- 
ohaunee,  491 

And  canst  it  not  out  of  thyn  herte  diyve, 
I,  that  livedo  in  lust  and  in  plesaunce 
With  hir  as  muche  as  creature  on-lyve, 
How  sholde  I  that  foryete,  and  that  so 
blyve?  495 

O  where  hastow  ben  hid  so  longe  in  muwe, 
That  canst  so  wel  and  formely  azguwe? 

72.^  Kay,  nay,  god  wot,  nought  worth  is  al 

thy  reed, 
For  which,  for  what  that  ever  ma^r  bifalle. 
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With-oixton  wordes  mo,  I  "wol  be  deecL  500 
O  deeth,  thai  endere  art  of  lorwat  alle, 
Com  now,  sin  I  bo  oAe  after  thee  calle; 
For  sely  is  that  deeth,  10th  for  to  seyne, 
That,  ofte  y-deped,  oometh  and  endeth 
pejne. 

785  Wei  wot  I,  wnyl  my  lyf  wae  in  qniete, 
Er  thou  me  slowe,  I  wolde  hare  yeven 

hyre;  506 

But  now  thy  oominge  is  to  me  so  swete, 
That  in  this  world  I  no-thing  so  deeyre. 
O  deeth,  sin  with  this  sorwe  I  am  a-f^re, 
Thou  outher  do  me  anoon  in  teres  drenche, 
Or   with   thy   colde   strook   myn   hete 

qnenchet  511 

74?  Sin  that  thon  sleest  so  fele  in  sondiy 

wyse 
Ayens  hir  wil,  nnpreyed,  day  and  night, 
Bo  me,  at  my  reqneste,  this  serryse, 
DeUvere  now  the  world,  so  dostow  right, 
Of  me,  that  am  the  wofolleste  wight  516 
That  ever  was ;  for  tyme  is  that  I  sterve. 
Sin  in  this  world  of  right  nought  may 

I  serve.' 

76.  This  Troilns  in  teres  gan  distiUe, 
Asliooorontof  alaml^kfiilftste;      520 
And  Pandarns  gan  holds  his  tonge  stiUe, 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyen  donn  he 

caste. 
Bnt  natheleee,  thns  thonghte  he  at  the 

laste, 
'What,  parde,  rather  than  my  falawe 

deye, 
Yet  shal  I  som-what  more  un-to  him  seye :  * 

76.   And  seyde,  *fteend,  sin  thon  hast 
swich  distresse,  536 

And  sin  thee  list  myn  arguments  to  blame, 
Whyniltthy-selven  helpen  doon  redresse, 
And  with  thy  manhod   letten   al  this 

grame? 
Gk>  ravisshe  hir  ne  canstow  not  for  shame ! 
And  outher  lat  hir  out  of  toune  fare,   531 
Or  hold  hir  stille,  and  leve  thy  nyoe  fare. 

77.^Artow  in  Troye,  and  hast  non  hardi- 

ment 
To  take  a  womman  which  that  loveth 

thee, 


And  wolde  hir-selven  been  of  thyn  aawnt? 
Kowisnotthisanyoeyanitee?  S3^ 

Bys  up  anoon,  and  lat  this  weping  be. 
And  kyth  thou  art  a  man,  for  in  this 

houre 
I  wil  be  deed,  or  she  shal  bleven  oure.' 

78.   To  this  answarde  him  IVoihis  tid 
softs,  540 

And  seyde,  *  parde,  leve  brother  dere, 
Al  this  have  I  my-self  yet  thought  fdl  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thou  devysest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  IsA,  thou  shalt  wel 
here;  544 

And  whan  thou  me  hast  yeve  an  audience, 
Ther-after  mayst  thou  telle  al  thy  sen- 
tence. 

79.^  First,  sin  thou  woft  this  toun  hath  al 

thiswerre 
For  ravisshing  of  wommen  so  l^  might. 
It  sholde  not  be  suAred  me  to  erre,      549 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  doon  so  gret  unrlght. 
I  sholde  ban  also  blame  of  every  wight. 
My  fadres  graunt  if  that  I  so  withstode. 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  tounes  goods. 

80.^1  have  eek  thought,  so  it  wtoe  hir 

assent, 
To  aske  hir  at  my  fader,  of  his  grace ;  555 
Than  thenke  I,  this  were  hir  acousement, 
Sin  wel  I  woot  I  may  hir  not  purohace. 
For  sin  my  fader,  in  so  heigh  a  place 
As  parlement,  hath  hir  eschaunge  enaeled. 
He  nil  for  me  his  lettre  be  repeled.      560 

81.^Yet  drede  I  most  hir  herte  to  per- 

tourbe 
With  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game ; 
For  if  I  wolde  it  openly  distourbe. 
It  moste  been  disdaundre  to  hir  name. 
And  me  were  lever  deed  than  hir  defeuue. 
As  nolde  god  but-if  I  sholde  have         566 
Hir  honour  lever  than  my  lyf  to  save  ! 

82.^Thus  am  I  lost,  for  ought  that  I  can 

see; 
For  eerieyn  is,  sin  that  I  am  hir  knight, 
I  moste  hir  honour  lever  han  than  me 
In  every  cas,  as  lovere  oughte  of  right.  571 
Thus  am  I  with  deiyr  and  reson  twight ; 
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Deayr  for  to  distoorben  hir  me  redeth, 
And  reson  nil  not,  so  myn  herte  dredoth.* 

B^TkoM  wepinge  that  he  conde  never 
oeese,  575 

He'  B^de,  *  alias !  how  shal  I,  wreoohe, 
fare? 

Wor  -vrel  fele  I  alwey  my  love  enerease, 

And  hope  is  lasse  and  laase  alwey,  Fan- 
darel 

Enoressen  eek  the  canses  of  xay  care ; 

So  wel-«-wey,  why  nil  myn  herte  breste  ? 

For,  as  in  love,  ther  is  but  litel  reste.'  581 

8A.   fiundare  answerde,    ^freend,   thou 

mayst,  for  me, 
Don  as  thee  list ;  bnthaddeichitsohote, 
And  tiiyn  estat,  she  sholde  g^o  with  me ; 
Tbongh  al  this  tonn  cryede  on  this  thing 

by  note,  585 

I  wdde  sette  at  al  that  noyse  a  grote. 
For  when  men  han  wel  oryed,  them  wol 

they  roone  j 
A  wonder  last  hot  nyne  night  never  in 

tonne. 

Sof  Devyne  not  in  reson  ay  so  depe 
Ne  corteysly,  but  help  thy-self  anoon ;  590 
Bet  is  that  othere  than  thy-selven  wepe, 
And  namely,  sin  ye  two  been  al  oon. 
Bys  up,  for  by  niyn  heed,  she  shal  not 

goon  J 
And  rather  be  in  blame  a  lyte  y-foonde 
Than  sterve  here  as  a  gnat,  with-oute 

wonnde.  595 

86/  It  is  no  shame  nn-to  yow,  ne  no  vyce 
Hir  to  with-holden,  that  ye  loveth  most. 
Parannter,  she  mighte  holden  thee  for 

nyce 
To  lete  hir  go  thns  to  the  Grekes  oet 
Thenk  eek  Ibrtmie,  as  wel  thynwlven 

wost,  600 

Helpeth  hardy  man  to  his  empiyse, 
And  w^yveth  wreoches,  for  hir  cowardyse. 

87.  'And  thongh  thy  lady  wolde  a  litel  hir 

greve. 
Thou  Shalt  thy  pees  taX  wel  her»«fter 

make, 
Bat  as  for  me,  oertayn,  I  can  not  leve  605 
That  she  wolde  it  as  now  for  yvel  take. 


Why  sholde  than  for  ferd  thyn  herte 

qnake? 
Thenk  eek  how  Paris  hath«  that  is  thy 

brother, 
A  love;   and   why   shaltow   not   have 

another? 

88.*  And   Txoilii%   o   thing  I   dar  thee 
swere,  610 

That  if  Cnseyde,  whiche  that  is  thy  leef. 
Now  loveth  thee  as  wel  as  thon  dost  here, 
God  helpe  me  so,  she  nil  not  take  a-greef; 
Though   thou   do   bote   a-noon  in  this 

misoheef. 
And  if  she  wilneth  fico  thee  for  to  passe, 
Thanne  is  she  feds ;  so  love  hir  wel  the 

616 


89.  For-thy  tak  herte,  and  thenk,  right  as 

a  knight, 
Thourgh  love  is  broken  alday  every  lawe. 
Kyth  now  sumwhat  thy  oorage  and  thy 

might, 
Have  mercy  on  thy-self;  for  any  awe.    6ao 
Lat  not  this  wrecched  wo   thin  herte 

gnawe, 
But  manly  set  the  world  on  sixe  and 

sevene; 
And,  if  thon  dsye  a  martibr,  go  to  hevene. 

90. 1  wol  my-eelf  be  with  thee  at  this 

dede. 
Though  ioh  and  al  my  kin,   up-on  a 

stounde,  625 

Shulle  in  a  strete  as  dogges  liggen  dede, 
Thourgh-girt  with  many  a  wyd  and  Uody 

wounde. 
In  eveiy  cas  I  wol  a  freend  be  founde. 
And  if  thee  list  heresterven  asa  wreccbe, 
A-dieu,   the   devel   spede   him   that   it 

reoohe!*  630 

91.  This  Trpilufl  gan  with  tho   wordos 

quiken. 
And  seyde,   *  freend,  graont  mercy,  ich 

assente; 
But  certaynly  thou  mayst  not  me    so 

priken, 
Ne  peyne  noon  ne  may  me  so  tormente, 
That,  for  no  oas,  it  is  not  myn  entente, 
At  shorte  wordes,  though  I  dyen  sholde, 
Toravi8shehir,but-if  hirnwlfitwolda'  ^ 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


BooKlVO 


^wifM  CinA  ttiU]^ 


283 


08.  *Whj,aomeneI/qiiodFandanus*al 

this  day. 
Bat  tel  me  tikaa,  haitow  hir  vel  assayecl, 
That  sorweet  thus?'    And  he  aiiswerde, 

'nay.'  640 

*Wh6r-of  artow/  quod  Pandare,   *than 

armay«d, 
That  nost  not  that  she  wok  ben   yvel 

apajed 
To  ravisshe  hir,  sin  thou  hast  not  ben 

there, 
Bnt^that  Jove  toMe  it  in  thyn  ere? 

98.^For-thy  xys  up,  as  nought  ne  were, 

anoon,  645 

And  wash  thy  &oe,  and  to  the  hang  thou 

wende, 
Or  he  may  woBdrsn  whider  thou  art  goon. 
Tbou  most  with  wisdom  him  and  others 

blende; 
Or,  ufHon  eas,  he  may  after  thee  sends 
Xr  thou  be  war;  and  shortly,  brother 

dere,  650 

Be  glad,  and  lat  me  werke  in  tfaismatere. 

M.  ^Eor  I  Bhal  shape  it  so,  that  sikerly 
Thou  shalt  this  night  som  tyme,  in  som 

manere, 
Com  speke  with  thy  la^  prevely. 
And  by  hir  wordes  eek,  and  hy  hir  ohere^ 
Thou  shalt  fid  sons  aparoeyve  and  wel 

here  656 

Al  hir  entente,  and  in  this  eas  the  beste ; 
And  fiue  now  wel,  for  in  this  point  I 

rests.' 

66.  The  swifke  FUne,  whiohe  that  false 

thinges 
Egalreportethlykthethingestrewe,  660 
Was  thomgh-out  Troye  y-fled  with  presto 

winges 
Fro  man  to  man,  and  made  this  tale  al 

newe. 
How  Galkas  doughter,  with  hir  brighte 

hewe, 
At  parlement,  with-onte  wordes  more, 
I-graunted  was  in  chaunge  of  Antenore.  665 

96,  The  whiche  tale  anoon-right  as  Cri" 

&d^erd,  she  whi<di  that  of  hir  fader 
^  x^oughve, 


As  in  this  eas,  right  nought,  ne  whanne 

he  deydoy 
Ful  bisUy  to  Juppiter  bisonghte 
Yeve  him  mischaunoe  that  this  tretis 

broughte.  670 

But  shortly,  Isst  thise  tales  sothe  were, 
She  dorste  at  no  wight  asken  it^  for  fere ; 

97.  As  she  that  hadde  hir  herte  and  al  hir 
xninde 

On  Troilns  y-set  so  wonder  feste, 

That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  hir  love 

unbinde,  675 

Ne  Troilus  out  of  hir  herte  caste ; 
fihe  wol  ben  his,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 

UMte. 
And  thus  she  brsnneth  boths  in  love  and 

drede, 
80  that  she  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 

98.  But  as  men  seen  in  toune,  and  al 
aboute,  680 

Tliat  wommen  usen  frendes  to  vi^yte, 
So  to  Griseyde  of  wommen  00m  a  route 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenden  hir  delyte ; 
And  with  hir  tales,  dere  y-nough  a  myte, 
These  wommen,  whiche  that  in  the  cite 

dwells,  085 

They  sette  hem  doun,  and  seyde  as  I  shal 

teUe. 

99.  Quod  flzst  that  oon,  *I  am  glad, 
trewely, 

By-cause  of  yow,  that  shal  your  feder  see.' 
A-nother  seyde,  *  y-wis,  so  nam  not  I ; 
For  al  to  litel  hath  she  with  us  be^'     690 
Quod  tho  the  thridde,  *I  hope,  y-wis, 

that  she 
flhal  bringen  us  the  pees  on  every  syde, 
That,  whan  she  gooth,  almighty  god  hir 

gyde!' 

100.  Tho  wordes  and  tho  wommannisshe 
thinges. 

She  herde  hem  right  as  though  she 
thennes  were ;  695 

For,  god  it  wot,  hir  herte  on  other  thing 
is. 

Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there. 

Hir  advertence  is  alwey  eUes-where ; 

For  Troilus  ittl  fiwte  hir  sonle  soughte ; 

With-outen  word,  alw^  on  him  she 
thoughts.  700 
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101.  Thise  wommen,  that  thm  wenden 
hir  to  plese, 

Abonte    nought    gonne  alle  hir  tales 

spende; 
Swich  yanitee  ne  can  don  hir  non  eie, 
As  she  that,  al  this  mene  whyle,  hronde 
Of  other  passioon  than  that  they  wende, 
80  that  she  felte  almost  hir  herte  dj^  706 
For  wo,  and  weiy  of  that  companye. 

102.  For  which  no  lenger  mights  sha 
restreyne 

Hir  teres,  so  they  gonnen  up  to  welle, 
That  yeven  signes  of  the  bitter  peyne  710 
In  whiche   hir  ^drit   was,  and  moste 

dwelle; 
Bemembring  hir,  fro  hsren  unto  which 

helle 
She  £ftllen   was,   sith   she  ibacgoth  the 

sighte 
OfTroiln8,andsorowftilly  shesighte.  714 

.108.  And  thillcefolessittinge  hir  abonte 
,  Wenden,  that  she  wepte  and  ^ked  sore 
By-oanse  that  she  sholde  out  of  that  route 
Peparte,  and  never  pleye  witii  hem  more. 
And  they  that  haddey-lmowen  hir  of  yore 
Seye  hir  so  wepe,  and  thooghte  it  kinde- 
nesse,  730 

And  eche  of  hem  wepte  eek  for  hir  dis- 
tresse; 

104.  And  bisily  they  gonnen  hir  ocmforten 
Of  thing,  god  wot,  on  which  she  litel 

thooghte; 
And  with  hir  tales  wenden  hir  disporten. 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  hir  bisoughte. 
But   S¥rich   an   ese  ther-with  they  hir 

wronghte  706 

Bight  as  a  man  is  esed  for  to  fele, 
For  ache  of  heed,  to  olawen  him  on  his 

helel 

105.  Bnt  after  al  this  nyce  vanitee 
They  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom  they  wenten 

alle.  730 

Crifsydfi,  taX  of  sorweftil  pitee, 
In-to  hir  chaombre  np  wente  ont  of  the 

halle, 
And  on  hir  bed  she  gan  for  deed  to  fnlle, 
In  pnrpos  never  thennes  for  to  ryse ; 
And  thus  she  wronghte,  as  I  shal  yow 

devyse.  755 


106.  Hir  oonded  heer,  that  ■ft»«i>i«  wM 

of  hewe, 
l^e  rente,  and  eek  hir  fingres  longe  and 


She  wrong  ftil  ofte,  and  bad  god  on  hir 

rewe, 
And  with  the  deeth  to  doon  bote  on  hir 


Hir  hewe,  whylom  bright,  that  tho  was 
pale,  740 

Bar  witnes  of  hir  wo  and  hir  constreynte ; 

And  thns  she  spak,  sobbinge,  in  hir  com* 
pleynte: 

107.  *Alas!'    qnod    she,    'out   of    this 

regioan 
I,  woftil  wreoche  and  infortoned  wight, 
And  bom  in  oorsed  oonsteUaoionn,      745 
Mot  goon,  and  thus  departen  £ro  my 

knight; 
Wo  worth,  alias !  that  ilke  dayes  light 
On  which  I  saw  him  first  with   eyeii 

tweyne. 
That  oanseth  me,  and  I  him,  al  this 

peyne  I* 

106.  Therwith  the  teres  ficom  hir  eyen 
two  750 

Donn  fille,  as  shonr  in  Aperill,  fnl  swythe; 
Hir  whyte  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  wo 
After  the  deeth  she  oz3red  a  thonsand 

sythe, 
Sin  he  that  wont  hir  wo  was  for  to  lythe, 
She  mot  fbr-goon ;  for  which  disavsntnre 
She  held  hir-self  a  forlost  creature.      756 

100.  She  seyde,  *  how  shal  he  doon,  and 

lalso? 
How  sholde  I  live,  if  that  I  from  him 

twinne? 
0  dere  herte  eek,  that  I  love  so. 
Who  shal  that  sorwe  sleen  that  ye  ben 

inne?  760 

O  Calkas,  &der,  thyn  be  althissinne! 
O  moder  mjm,  that  deped  were  Axgyve, 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thou  me  bwe  on 

lyve! 

110."^  To  what  tyn  sholde  I  live  and  aorwen 

thus? 
How  sholde  a  fish  with-oute  water  dure? 
What  is  Cnseyde  worth,  firomT^coiliia?  766 
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How  iholde  a  plaimto  or  lyrof  orsfttnre 
livo,  with-oote  his  kindo  noritnr*  ? 
Eor  which  fdl  oft  a  by-word  hero  I  Mye, 
That,  "  xoteleai,  mot  gxene  sone  deye.**  770 

lll5 1  shal  don  thus,  fin  noiiher  iwerdne 

dATte 
Dar  I  non  handle,  for  the  omeltee, 
That  ilke  day  that  I  £rom  yow  departe, 
If  forwe  of  that  nil  not  my  bane  be, 
Than  shal  no  mete  or  drinke  oome  in 

me  775 

Til  I  my  Mmle  oat  of  my  hreste  nnshethe ; 
And  thus  my«elTen  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

112.^  And,  TroHns,  my  olothes  everiohoon 
Shal  blake   been,  in   toheninge,   herte 

swete. 
That  I  am  as  oat  of  this  world  agoon,  780 
That  wont  was  yow  to  setten  in  qoiete; 
And  of  myn  ordre,  ay  til  deeth  me  mete. 
The  obserraonee  erer,  in  yoor  absence, 
Shal  sorwe  been,  compleynte,  and  absti- 


118.^1Cyn  herte  and  eek  the  woAil  goost 
ther-inne  785 

Biqnethe  I,  with  yoor  qf>irit  to  compleyne 
Eternally,  for  th^  shal  nerer  twinne. 
For  though  in  erthe  y-twinned  be  we 

tweyne, 
Yet  in  the  Md  of  pitee,  oat  of  peyne. 
That  hight  Elysos,  shal  we  been  y-fere,  790 
As  Orpheos  and  Bradioe  hii  fere. 

114.*  Thos  herte  myn,  for  Antenor,  alias ! 
I  sons  shal  be  ohaonged,  as  I  wene. 
Bat  how  shal  ye  don  in  this  sorwftal 

eas, 
How  shal  yoar  tendre  herte  this  sastene? 
Bat  herte  myn,  for-yet  this  sorwe  and 

tene,  796 

And  me  also ;  fbr,  soothly  for  to  mye^ 
So  ye  wel  £ue,  I  reoche  not  to  deye.' 

115.  How  mighte  it  oyer  y-red  ben  or 

y-songe, 
The  pleynte  that  she  made  in  hir  dis- 

tresse?  800 

I  noot ;  bnt,  as  for  me,  my  litel  tonga, 
If  I  disoreren  wolde  hir  herinesse, 
It  sholde  make  hir  sorwe  seme  lesse 


Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly  de&oe 
Hir  heigh  oompl^ynte,  and  therfore  I  it 
pace.  805 

118.  Pandare^   which   that    sent    from 

TroilnM 
Was  to  Criseyde,  as  ye  ban  herd  devyse. 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  accorded  thus, 
And  he  fal  glad  to  doon  him  that  servyse, 
Un-to  Crise3rde,  in  a  fVil  seoree  wsrse,     810 
Ther-as  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage, 
Com  hir  to  telle  al  hoolly  his  message. 

117.  And  fond  that  she  hir-selven  gan  to 
trete 

Fol  pitoosly ;  far  with  hir  salte  teres 
Hir  brest,  hir   face   y-bathed   was   ftd 

wete;  815 

Themig^ty  treisesof  hirsonnishheres,  * 
Unbroyden,  hangen  al  aboate  hir  eres  ,*  ' 
Which  yaf  him  verray  signal  of  martjnre 
Of  deeth,    which   that   hir   herte   gan 

de^yre. 

118.  Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  sorwe 
anoon  8ao 

Hir  tery  face  a-twize  hir  armes  hyde. 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  wo  bi-goon. 
Thai  in  the  hoas  he   mighte  annethe 

al^yde. 
As  he  that  pitee  felte  on  every  ^yde. 
For  if  Criseyde  hadde  erst  oompleyned 

sore,  8^5 

Tho  gan  she  i^eyne  a  thousand  tymes 

more. 

119.  And  in  hir  aspre  pleynte  than  she 
seyde, 

*  Pandare  first  of  joyes  mo  than  two 
Was  oaase  caasinge  an-to  me,  Criseyde, 
That   now   transmawed  been   in  crael 

wo.  830 

Wher  shal  I  seye  to  yow  "  wel  come  "  or 

no. 
That  alderilrst  ma  brooghte  in-to  servyse 
Of  love,  allaslthatendethinswiohwyse? 

190.  Endeththanloveinwo?  Te,ormen 
ly«thl  834 

And  alle  worldly  bUsse,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  ends  of  bliste  ay  sorwe  it  oooapyeth ; 
And  who-so  txoweth  not  that  it  so  be. 
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lAt  him  QpoQ  me,  wotaX  wrooohe,  y-iee, 
That  my-«elf  hate,  and   ay  my  biiiho 

aoorse, 
Felinge  alwey,  fro  wikke  I  go  to  worse. 

12l/Who-so  me  seeth,  he  seeth  Borwe  al 
at  ones,  841 

Pejnie,  torment,  pleynte,  wo,  distresse. 
Out  of  my  woftd  body  harm  ther  noon  is, 
As  anguish,  hmgour,  cruel  bittemesse, 
A-noy,  smert,  drede,  fury,  and  eek  sik- 
nesse.  845 

I  trowo,  y-wis,  from  hevene  teres  reyne. 
For  pitee  of  myn  aspre  and  cruel  peyne !  * 

122.  *And  thou,  my  Blister,  ftil  of  dis- 
comfort,' 848 
Quod  Pandams,  '  what  thenkestowto  do? 
Why  ne  hastow  to  thy-selyen  som  resport, 
Why  woltow  thus  thy-selve,  alias,  fbiKloP 
Leef  al  this  werk  and  tak  now  hede  to 
That  I  shal  s^yn,  and  herkne,  of  good 

entente, 
This,   which  by   me   thy   Troilus   thee 
sente.' 

128.  Tomed   hir    tho    Criseyde,    a   wo 

makinge  855 

So  greet  that  it  a  deeth  was  for  to  see  :— 

*  Alias  I '  quod  she,  *  what  wordes  may  ye 

hringe? 
What  wol  my  dere  herte  seyn  to  me. 
Which  that  I  drede  nevex^mo  to  see?  859 
Wol  he  have  i»leynte  or  teres,  er  I  wende? 
I  have  y-nowe,  if  he  ther-after  sende ! ' 

124.  She  was  right  swioh  to  seen  in  hir 
•visage 

As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  berebinde ; 
Hir  fiftoe,  lyk  of  Faradys  the  image. 
Was  al  y-ohannged  in  another  kinde,  £6$ 
The  pleye,  the  laughtre  men  was  wont  to 

flnde 
In  hir,  and  eek  hir  joyes  everjrohone, 
Ben  fled,  and  thus  lyth  now  Oris^j^e 

aUone. 

125.  Abottte  hir  eyen  two  a  piurpre  riner 
Bi-trent,   in   soth&st   tokninge  of  hir 

peyne,  870 

That  to  biholde  it  was  a  dedly  things 
For  which  Pftndare  mighte  not  restreyne 


The  teres  fVom  his  eysn  for  to  reyne. 
But  natheloes,  as  he  best  mighte,  he  Beyde 
From  TroUusthise  wordes  to  Oris«yde.  873 

126.  *Lo,  nece,  I  trowe  ye  ban  herd  al 
how 

The  king,   with  othere  lordes,  for  the 

beste. 
Hath  mad  eschannge  of  Antenor  and 

yow. 
That   cause   is  of  titiis  sorwe  and  this 

unreste. 
But  how  this  oasdoihTroiluflmoleste,  880 
That  may  non    erthely  maanes  tonge 

seye; 
For  Torray  wo  his  wit  is  al  aweye. 

127.  For  which  we  han  so  sorwed,  he 
and  I, 

That  in-to  litel  bothe  it  hadde  us  slawe ; 
But  thurgh  my  oonseil  this  day,  i^mally, 
He  somwhat  is  fro  weping  now  with- 
draws. 886 
And  semeth  me  that  he  de^yreth  &we 
With  yow  to  been  al  night,  for  to  devysQ 
Bemede  in  this,  if  ther  were  any  wyse. 

128.^  This,  shori  and  pleyne,  th*effeci  of 
my  message,  890 

As  ferforth  as  my  wit  can  oomprehende. 
For  ye,  that  been  of  torment  in  swioh  rage, 
May  to-no  long  prologe  as  liow  entende ; 
And  her-upon  ye  may  answers  him  sende. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  nece  dere, 
So  leef  this  wo  er  Troilus  be  here.*       896 

129.  'Ghret  is  my  wo/ quod  she,  and  sights 

sore, 
As  she  that  feleth  dedly  sharp  distresse ; 
*  But  yet  to  me  his  sorwe  is  muohel  more, 
That  love  him  bet  than  he  him-self, 

Igesse.  900 

Alias !  for  me  hath  he  swich  hevinesse  ? 
Can  he  for  me  so  pitoudy  compl^yne  ? 
Y-wis,  this  sorwe  doubleth  al  my  peyne. 

180.*Grevous  to  me,  god  wot,  is  for  to 

twinne,' 
Quod  she,  *  but  yet  it  hardere  is  tome  905 
To  seen  that  sorwe  whieh  that  he  is  inne  $ 
For  wel  wot  I,  it  wol  my  bane  be ; 
And  d^ye I  wolinoertayii,'  thoquod she; 
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*  Bnt  bidde  him  oome,  er  dM^h,  that  thus 

methT«t«th, 
Dvyve  ont  that  gooct)  irhioh  in  mynherte 

heteth.'  910 

181.  ThiM  wordM  wyd,  ihd  om  hir  armes 

two 
^  grof,  and  gan  to  wepe  pitonsly. 
Qaod  Fandaruf,  *  alias !  why  do  ye  so, 
Syn  wel  ye  wot  the  tyme  is  faste  hy^ 
Thatheshaloome?  Aiys  np  hastely ,    915 
That  he  yow  nat  hiwopen  thns  ne  finde, 
Bnt  ye  wol  han  him  wood  ont  of  his 

minde ! 

189.^For  wiste  he  that  ye  tede  in  this 

manere, 
He  wolde  him-eehre  slee ;  andiflwende 
To  han  this  fSMrSi  he  diolde  not  oome 

here  930 

For  al  the  good  that  Pryam  may  deq>ende. 
For  to  what  fyn  he  wolde  anoon  inretende, 
That  knowe  I  wel;  and  for-thy  yet  I  seye, 
So  leef  this  sorwe,  or  platly  he  wol  deye. 

188/ And  shapeth  yow  his  sorwe  for  to 
ahrogge,  925 

And  nought  enciressc,  lere  neoe  swete ; 
Beth  rather  to  him  canse  of  flat  than 

«gg«, 
And  with  som  wysdom  ye  his  Borwes  hete. 
What  helpeth  it  to  wepen  fol  a  strete, 
Or  though  ye  hothe  In  salte  teres  dreynte  ? 
Bet  is  a  tymeof  cnre  ay  thanof  pleynte.  931 

184.^1  mene  thns;   whan  I  him  hider 

hringBi 
Sin  ye  ben  wyse,  and  bothe  of  oon  assent, 
So  shapeth  how  distonrbe  yoor  goinge, 
Or  come  ayen,  Bone  alter  ye  be  went.   935 
Wommen  ben  wyse  in  short  ayysement ; 
And  lat  sen  how  yonr  wit   shal   now 

avayle; 
And  what  that  I  may  helpe,  it  shal  not 


185.  *Qo,*  quod  Oriseyd^,    *and  nnde, 

trewely, 
I  shal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  restreyne 
From  weping  in  his  sight,  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  shal  don  al  my  peyne. 
And  in  myn  herte  seken  every  T«yne ; 


If  to  this  soor  ^er  may  be  fonnden  salve, 

It   shal  not   lakken,  certain,  on   myn 

halve.*  945 

186.  Gk>th    Paodaxns,   and    Troilus    he 
soughte, 

Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  allone. 
As  he  that  of  his  lyf  no  longer  ronghte ; 
Bnt  to  the  pitoose  goddes  everichone 
Fol  tendrely  he  preyde,  and  made  his 

mone,  ,  950 

To  doon  him  sona  ont  of  this  world  to 

pace; 
For  wel  he  thonghte  ther  was  non  other 

grace. 

187.  And  shortly,  al  the  sothe  for  to  seye. 
He  was  so  iUlen  in  deHMyr  that  day, 
Thatoatrelyheshoophimfortodeyek  955 
For  right  thns  was  his  argoment  alwey : 
He  seyde,  he  nas  bnt  loren,  wi^lawey  I 

*  For  al  that  c<Mnth,  oomth  by  neoessitee ; 
Thus  to  be  lorn,  it  is  my  destinee. 

18a  For  oertaynly,  this  wot  I  wel,*  he 
seyde,  960 

*  That  for-sight  of  divyne  pnrveyannce 
Hath  Biyn  alwey  me  to  for-gon  Criseyde, 
Sin  god  seeth  every  thing,  ont  of  dont- 

aonce. 
And  hem  desponeth,  thonrgh  his  ordo- 

nannoe. 
In  hir  merytes  soihly  for  to  be,  965 

As  they  shnl  oomen  by  predestinee. 

189.^  Bnt  nathelees,  alias!  whom  shal  I 

leve? 
For  ther  ben  grete  olerkes  many  oon. 
That  deetlnee  thomgh  argnmentes  prove ;  ' 
And  som  men  seyn  that  nedely  ther  is  , 

noon ;  970  ; 

Bnt  that  free  chois  is  yevennseveriohoon.  | 
O,  welaway  I  so  sleye  am  olerkes  olde. 
That  I  not  whos  opinion  I  may  h^de. 

140  For  som  men  s^yn,  if  god  seth  al 

bifom, 
Ne  god  may  not  deoeyved  ben,  Pardee,  975 
Than  moot  it  fUlen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn. 
That  pnrv63rannoe  hath  s^yn  bifore  to  be. 
Wherfor  I  seye,  that  ttom.  eteme  if  he 
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Hath  wist  Ufom  onr  thought  eek  as  our 

dede, 
We  have  no  free  chois,  as  these  olerkes 

rede.  980 

lil/For  other  thought  nor  other  dede 

also 
Might  never  be,  bat  swioh  as  pnrveyannoe, 
Which  may  not  ben  deceyved  never-mo, 
Hath  feled  bifom,  with-outen  ignoraonce. 
For  if  ther  mighte  been  a  variannce    985 
To  -vnrythen  out  fro  goddes  porveyinge, 
Ther  nere  no  prescience  of  thing  oominge ; 

142.^  But  it  were  rather  an  opinionn 
Unoerteyn,  and  no  stedflut  forseinge ; 
And  oertes,  that  were  an  abosioan,      990 
That  god  shnld  han  no  parflt  deer  witinge 
More  than  we  men  that  ban   doatons 

weninge. 
But  swioh  an  erroor  np-on  god  to  gesse 
Were  fills  and  fool,  and  wikked  oorsed- 


148C  Eek  this  is  an  opinioan  of  somme  995 
That  ban  hir  top  All  heighe  and  smothe 

y-shore; 
Th^  seyn  ri^^t  thus,  that  thing  is  not  to 

come 
For  that  the  prescience  hath  s^yn  bifore 
That  it  shal  oome;  but  they  s^yn,  that 

therfore 
That  it  shal  come,  therfore  the  porvey- 

annce  1000 

Wot  it  bifom  with-onten  ignoraonce ; 

144.^  And  in  this  manere  this  neoessitee 
Betometh  in  his  part  oontrarie  agayn. 
For  needftilly  bihoveth  it  not  to  be 
That  thilke  thinges  fieJlen  in  oertayn  1005 
That  ben  pnrveyed ;  but  nedely,  as  they 

seyn, 
Bihoveth  it  that  thinges,  whiche  that 

foUe, 
That  th^  in  oertayn  ben  purves^  alle. 

145/ 1  mene  as  though  I  labonred  me  in 

this, 
To  enqneren  which  thing  cause  of  which 

thing  be ;  loio 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  god  is 
The  oertayn  cause  of  the  neoessitee 


Of  thinges  that  to  oomen  been,  pardee  ; 

Or  if  neoessitee  of  thing  oominge 

Be  cause  certeyn  of  the  pnrveyinge.    1015 

146.^  But  now  ne  enforce  I  me  nat  in 

shewinge 
How  the  ordre  of  causes  stant ;  but  wel 

wot  I, 
That  it  bihoveth  that  the  biftOlinge 
Of  thinges  wist  biforen  certeynly 
Be  necessarie,  al  seme  it  not  ther-by  1020 
That  prescience  put  falling  necessaire 
To  thing  to  oome,  al  feille  it  foule  or 

fEhire. 

147.^  For  if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see, 
Than  by  neoessitee  bihovetii  it 
That,  oertes,  thyn  opinioun  soth  be,    1025 
That  wenest  or  oo^jectest  that  he  sit ; 
And  ferther-over  now  ayenward  yit, 
Lo,  right  so  it  is  of  the  part  oontrarie. 
As  thus;  (now  herkne,  for  I  wol  not 
tarie): 

148?  I  s^ye,  that  if  the  opinioun  of  thee 
Be  sooth,  for  that  he  sit,  than  seye  I 

this,  1Q31 

That  he  mot  sitten  by  neoessitee ; 
And  thus  neoessitee  in  either  is. 
For  in  him  node  of  sitting  is,  y-wis, 
And  in  thee  nede  of  sooth ;  and  thus,  for- 

sothe,  1035 

Ther  moot  neoessitee  ben  in  yow  bothe. 

149.*  But  thou  mayst  seyn,  the  man  sit 

not  therfore. 
That  thyn  opinion  of  sitting  soth  is ; 
But  rather,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
Therfore  is  thyn  opinion  sooth,  y-wis.  1040 
And  I  soye,  though  the  cause  of  sooth  of 

this 
Gomth  of  his  sitting,  yet  neoessitee 
Is  entrechaunged,  botiie  in  him  and  thee. 

150.  Thus   on    this   same  wyse,  out  of 

doutaunce, 
I  may  wel  maken,  as  it  semeth  me,    1045 
My  resoninge  of  goddes  purveyaunoe, 
And  of  the  thinges  that  to  comen  be ; 
By  whiche  reson  men  may  wel  y-see, 
That  thilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  falle. 
That  by  neoessitee  th^  oomen  alle.    1050 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


BookIV.] 


Ztoitoif  an)  CvU^e. 


289 


151/ Eor  al-thoofl^  thftt,  for  thing  shal 

oome,  y-wifl, 
Therfore  is  it  purroyed,  oerti^nly, 
Kat  thttt  it  oomth  for  it  purveyed  is : 
Yet  nathelees,  bihoreth  it  nedfdlly, 
Thftt  thing  to  oome  be  porreyed,  trewely ; 
Or  ellei,  thingee  that  purveyed  be,     IQ56 
That  they  bil^en  by  neoesiitee. 

152.^  And   this  gn^wth    right  yoiow, 

oerteyn, 
For  to  deetrpye  our  free  ohoii  eveiy  del. — 
But  now  is  this  abosion  to  seyn,        1060 
That  fSskllinge  of  the  thinges  tempogrel 
Is  oaase  of  goddes  presoienoe  etemeL 
Kow  trewely,  that  is  a  fids  sentence, 
That  thing  to  oome  sholde  oaose  his 

presdenoe. 

ISS/What  mi«^te  I  wene,  and  I  hadde 
swich  a  thought,  1065 

But  that  god  pnrveyth  thing  that  is  to 
oome 

For  that  it  is  to  oome,  and  elles  nought  ? 

80  mighte  I  wene  that  thinges  alle  and 


That  whylom  been  bifUle  and  over^wme, 
Ben  oause   of  thilke  sovereyn  purvey- 
aunoe,  1070 

That  Ibr-wot  al  vrith-oaten  ignoraionoe. 

154.^ And  over  al  this,  yet  soye  I  more 

herto, 
That  right  as  whan  I  woot  ther  is  a 

thing, 
Y-wis,  that  thing  mot  nedeftilly  be  so ; 
£ek   right  so,   whan  I   woot  a  thing 

ooming,  1075 

80  mot  it  oome ;  and  thus  the  bifalling 
Of  thinges  that  ben  wist  bifiire  the  tyde. 
They  mowe  not  been  eschewed  on  no 

«yde.' 

155.  Than  ssyda he tiius,  *almi|^ty  Jove 

in  trone. 
That  wost  of  al  this  thing  the  soothfiMt- 

nesse,  1080 

Bewe  on  my  sorwe,  or  do  me  deye  sone. 
Or  bring  Crisoyde  and  me  fro  this  dis- 


And  whyl  he  was  in  al  this  hevinesse, 


Disputinge  with  him-self  in  this  matore, 

Oom  Pandare  in,  and  s^yde  as  ye  may 

here.       ^  10^ 

15a  *  0  mighty  god,*  quod  FSndarus, '  in 

trone, 
Ey !  who  seigh  ever  a  wys  man  fkren  so  ? 
Why,  TroUus,  what  thenkestow  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  lust  to  been  thyn  owene  fo  ? 
What,  parde,  yet  is  not  Oris^yde  a-go !  1090 
Why  lust  thee  so  thy-self  foxnloon  for 

drede, 
That  in  thyn  heed  thyn  eyen  semen  dede? 

157/ Hastow  not  l^ved  many  a  yeer  bi- 

fom 
With-onten  hir,  and  ferd  fal  wel  at  ese  ? 
Artow  for  hir  and  for  non  other  bom  ? 
Hath  kind  thee  wroughte  al-only  hir  to 

plese?  1096 

Lat  be,  and  thenk  right  thus  in  thy  disese : 
That,  in  the  dees  right  as  ther  fijlen 


Bight  so  in  love,  thn  oome  and  goon 
plesaunoeSi 

158.  "And  yet  this  is  a  wonder  most  of  alle, 
Why  thou  thus  sorwest,  si^  thou  nost 

notyit,  iioi 

Touching  hir  goinge,  how  that  It  |^ 

fiOie, 
Ne  if  she  can  hir-self  distorben  it^ 
Thou  hast  not  yet  aamyed  al  hir  yjH, 
A  man  may  al  I7  tyme  his  nekke  bede  1 105 
Whan  it  shal  0^  and  sorwen  at  the  node. 

159/For4hy  take  hede  of  that  that  I  shol 

seye; 
I  have  with  hir  y-spoke  and  longe  y-be, 
So  as  accorded  was  bitwise  us  tweye. 
And  ever-mo  me  thinketh  thus,  that  she 
Hath  som-what  in  hir  hertes  prevetee, 
Wher-with  she  can,  if  I  shal  right  arede, 
Distorfoe  al  this,  of  which  thou  art  in 

drede.  1113 

100.'^  For  which  my  ooimseil  is,  whan  it  is 

night. 
Thou  to  hir  go,  and  make  of  this  an 

ende; 
And   blisftil  Juno,   thourgh  hir  grete 

mighte,  xit^ 
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Shal,  as  I  hope,  hir  grace  nn-to  us  sendei 
Hyn  herte  seyth,  ^  oertteyn,  die  shal  not 

wende  ;'* 
And  for-ihy  put  thyn  herte  a  whyle  in 

reste;  1119 

Jknd  hold  thia  ptizi>08,  for  it  is  the  boste.' 

161i  This  ^rrofltus  answerde,  and  sighte 

sore, 
*  Thon  s^Bt  light  wel,  and  I  wiL  do  right 

so;' 
And  what  him  liste,  he  seyde  nn-to  it 

more. 
And  whan  that  it  was  tyme  for  to  go, 
Fnl  prevely  him-self,  with-oaten  mo,  1125 
yn-to  hir  com,  as  he  was  wont  to  done  ; 
And  how  they  wronghte,  I  shal  yow  teUe 

Bone. 

109.  Soth  is,  that  whan  they  gonne  first 
to  mete,  tiaS 

So  gan  the  peyne  hir  hertes  for  to  twistO) 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighte  grete^ 
Bat  hem  in  «nnei  toke  and  after  kiste* 
The  lasse  wofnlle  of  hem  bothe  niste 
TVher  that  he  was,  ne  mighte  o  word 

ont-bringe, 
As  I  s^yde  erst,  for  wo  and  tor  sobbinge. 

168.   The  woftd  teres  ttuA  they  leten 

falle  1 135 

As  bittre  weren,  out  oi  teres  kinde, 
For  p^yne,  as  is  lignealoBo  or  galle. 
So  bittre  teres  weep  nought,  as  I  finde. 
The  woftil  Myxra  thimigh  tb«  bark  and 

rinde. 
That  in  this  world  ther  nis  so  hard  an 

herte,  1140 

That  nolde  baa  rewed  on  hir  peynes 

smerte. 

164.    But  whan  hir  woftil  wery  gostes 

tweyne 
Betomed  been  thep«s  hem  onghte  dweUe, 
And  that  som-what  to  wayken  gan  the 

peyne 
By  lengthe  of  plegmte,  and  ebben  gan  the 

welle  1145 

Of  hire  teres,  and  the  herte  imswelle, 
With  broken  Toys,  al  hoors  for-shright, 

Criseyde 
To  Troilns  thise  iike  wordes  ssyde : 


166.  *0  Jove,  I  deye,  and  meroy  I  be- 

seche! 
Help,  Troilns!'  and  ther-with-al  hir  fiaoe 
Upon   his  brest   she   leyde,   and   loete 

speohe ;  1151 

Hir  woftil  spirit  firom  his  propre  place, 
Bight  with  the  word,  alw^  up  poynt  to 


And  thus  she  lyth  with  hewes  pale  and 

grene, 
That  whylom  ireah  and  fEurest  was  to 

sene.  X155 

166.  This  Troilus,  that  on  hir  gan  biholde, 
Clepinge  hir  name,  (and  she  lay  as  for 


Wlth-oute  answere,  and  felte  hir  limes 

oolde, 
Hir  eyen  throwen  upward  to  hir  heed). 
This  sorwM  man  can  now  noon  other 

reed,  1160 

But  ofte  tyme  hir  oolde  mouth  he  kiste ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  god  and  him-self  it 

wistel 

167.  He  rist  him  up,  and  long  straight  he 
hir  leyde; 

For  signe  of  }y£f  for  ought  he  oan  or 

may, 
Can  he  noon  flnde  in  nothing  on  Ori« 

seyde,  1165 

J^or  which  his  sonc  ftil  oOe  is  *wqylaway !' 
But  whan  he  sangh  that  speohdes  she 

With  sorwAil  voytf,  and  herte  of  blisee  al 

bare. 
He  s^e  how  she  was  fto  this  world 

y-farel 

168.  So  after  that  he  longe  hadde  hir 
oompleyned,  1170 

His  hondes  wronge,  and  seyd  that  was  to 

seye, 
And  with  his  teres  aalte  hir  brest  hi* 

reyned, 
fie  gan  tho  teres  wypen  oitaX  dreye. 
And  pitoudy  gan  for  the  soule  presre, 
And  seyde,  *0  lord,  that  set  art  in  thy 

trone,  1175 

Bewe  eek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwe  hir 
!' 
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169.  Sh^  oold  was  and  witb-<mt«&  seat*- 
ment, 

Tor  anght  he  woot,  for  breoth  ne  fUte  he 

noon  f 
And  this  was  him  a  prdgnant  axfWDMiit 
That  she  ivbs  forth  oat  of  this  world 

agoon;  ii8d 

And  vrhtai  he  seigh  ther  was  non  other 

woon, 
He  gan  hir  limes  dresse  in  swioh  manere 
As  men  don  hem  that  ahnl  be  leyd  on  berow 

170.  And  after  this,  with  steme  and  omel 
herte, 

His  swerd  a-noon  ont  of  his  riiethe  he 

twighte,  1 185 

Him-selC  to  Kleen,  how  0or6  that  him 

smerte, 
80  that  his  sowle  hir  BOwle  fblwen  mighte, 
Ther-fis  the  doomof  Mynoswoldeit  dighte ; 
Sin  love  and  cruel  Fortune  it  ne  wolde, 
That  in  this  world  he  longer  liven  iftiolde. 

171.  Thanne  seyde  he  thus,  ftiliUd  of 
heigh  desdayn,  1191 

•  0  cruel  Jove,  and  thon,  Fortune  adverse, 
This  al  and  som,  that  ftdsly  have  ye 

slayn 
Criseyde,  and  sin  ye  may  do  me  no-werse, 
Fy  on  your  might  and  werkes  so  di- 
verse! 1195 
Thus  cowardly  ye  shul  me  never  winne ; 
Ther  shal  no  deeth  me  &o  my  lady  twinne. 

172.^For  I  thi9  world,  sin  ye  han  sli^oi  hir 

thus, 
Wol  lete,  aad  f olowe  hir  spirit  lowe  or  hye; 
Shal  never  lover  seyn  that  Troilus      1200 
Dar  not,  for  £er%  with  his  lady  dye ; 
For  certeyn,  I  wol  bere  hir  company  t. 
But  sin  ye  wol  not  suffire  us  liven  here, 
Yet  sai&«th  that  our  sonles  ben  y-fere. 

178.^And  thon,  citee,  whiohe  that  I  leve 
in  wo,  ijc^ 

And  thou,  Fxyam,  and  bretheren  al  y-fere, 
And  thou,  my  moder,  &rewel  1  for  I  go ; 
And  Attropos,  make  rady  thou  my  bere  I 
And  thou,  Criseyde,  o  swete  herte  dere, 
Beceyve  now  my  spirit !'  wdlde  he  seye, 
With  swerd  si  herte,  al  xedy  for  to  deye. 


174.  Bnt  ai  god  wolde,  of  swoogh  the]^ 
with  she  abreyde,  1212 

And  gan  to  syhO)  aad  * Troiltis 'she  cryde^ 
And  he  answerde,  *■  lady  myn  Crisigrde, 
live  ye  yet?'  aad  last  his  swerd  dona 
glyda.  1215 

*  Te,  harte  myn,  that  thanked  be  Cupyde  r 
Quod  she,  aad  thearwwith<«Iahe  sore  si^te ; 
And  he  bigaa  to  glade  hir  as  he  mighte ; 

175.  Took  hir  in  azmes  two^  aad  kiste  hir 
ofta. 

And  hir  to  glade  ha  dide  al  hii  entente ; 
For  which  hir  goost,  that  flikered  ay 
on-Utfka,  jjai 

In-to  hir  woAil  herta  ayeia  it  w«nte. 
But  at  tha  laate,  as  tha*  hir  eyeta  gleate 
A-syde,  aaoon  she  gan  his  swerd  aspye, 
As  it  lay  baara,  aad  g«a  fbr  iare  crye,  122$ 

176.  And  asked  him,  why  he  it  hadde 
out-drawe? 

And  Troilus  aaooa  tha  cause  hir  tolde. 
And  how  himself  thar-with  ha  wdde 

havasUwBi 
For  which  Crisoyde  up-on  him  gan  bi« 

holda, 
AndganhiminhirarmesfSMrtafolde,  1230 
And  seyde,  *  O  mercy,  god,  lo,  whi^  a 

dedet 
A&as!  how naighwa wave botha dedal 

177.  Thanne  if  I  na  hadde  spoken,  as 
grace  was^ 

Ye  wdde  han  slayn  yourself  anoon?' 
qfuodsha. 

*  Ye,  douteless;'  and  she  answerde,  *  alias! 
For,  by  that  Hke  losd  tiiat  made  me,  1236 
I  nolde  A  Jbrlong  wey  on4yve  han  be, 
After  your  deeth,  to  ban  be  crowned  queue 
Of  al  tha  lead  the  soaaa  cm  shyneth  sbene. 

17a'  But  with  this  solve  swerd,  which 
that  here  is,  1240 

Ify-selve  I  wolda  havt  slayn  I'--quod  she 
tho; 

*  But  ho,  te  wa  haa  ri^^t  y-aow  of  this, 
And  late  us  xyse  and  straight  to  bedde  go. 
And  thert  lat  vs  spoken  of  our  wa 

For,  by  the  mortar  which  that  I  see 

branna,  iH5 

KnQwa  I  tnX  wal  that  day  is  not  fer  heaa^' 
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179.  Whan  they  wm  in  Idr  bedda,  in 
armesfolde, 

Konghtwas  it  lyk  tho  nig^tesheie-bifom ; 
For  pitODsIy  eoh  other  gan  biholde,  1249 
As  th^  that  hadden  al  hir  Uiaae  y-loniy 
Biwaylisge  ay  the  day  that  th^  were  bom. 
Til  at  the  last  thissarwfnliright  Qna^jde 
To  TroUns  these  ilke  wordes  s^de  ^« 

180.  *Lo,  herte  myn,  wel  wot  ye  this,' 
quod  she,  1254 

*That  if  a  wight  alwey  his  wo  oompleyne, 
And  seketh  nought  how  holpen  fbr  to  be, 
It  nis  bat  folye  and  enorees  of  peyne ; 
And  sin  that  here  assembled  be  we  tweyne 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne, 
It  were  al  tyme  sone  to  biginne.         1260 

181.*I  am  a  womnian,  as  fdl  wel  ye  wooi, 
And  as  I  am  avysed  sodeynly, 
80  wol  I  telle  yow,  whyl  it  is  hoot. 
Me  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  jre  nor  I 
Ou^tde  half  this  wo  to  makesMlftJly.  ia6s 
For  there  is  art  y-now  for  to  redresM 
Thatjret  is  mis,  and  sleen  this  herinesse. 

182/ Sooth  is,  the  wo,  the  whiohe  that  we 

ben  inne, 
JPor  onght  I  woot,  for  no-thing  eUes  is 
But  for  the  oanse  that  we  sholden  twinne. 
Considered  al,  ther  nis  no-nM>ffeami&  1271 
Bat  what  is  thanne  a  remede  on-to  this, 
Bat  that  we  shape  as  sone  for  to  mete? 
This  al  and  som,  my  dere  herte  swete. 

188.  'Kow  that  I  shal  wel  bringen  it 
aboate  1275 

Tooome  ayein,  sone  after  that  I  go, 
TherKif  am  I  no  manor  thing  in  dovte. 
For  dredeles,  with-inne  a  wonke  or  two, 
I  shal  ben  here ;  and,  that  it  may  be  so 
By  alle  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,    1280 
I  shal  yow  wel  an  heep  of  weyes  shewe. 

184.  ^  For  which  I  wol  not  make  long 

sermoon, 
For  tyme  y>lost  may  not  reoorered  be ; 
Bat  I  wol  gon  to  my  oondlosioan,       1284 
And  to  the  beste,  in  oaght  that  I  can  see. 
And,  for  the  lore  of  god,  fbr-yeve  it  me 
If  I  speke  ought  ayein  your  hertes  reste ; 
For  trewely,  I  speke  it  for  the  besto; 


186w^lCakinge  alwey  a  proiestaoioan. 
That  now  these  wordes,  whiohe  that  I  shal 
seye,  1290 

Kis  but  to  shewe  yow  my  mooioun, 
To  finde  un-to  our  helpe  the  bests  weye ; 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wy  se,  I  preye. 
For  in  effect  what-so  ye  me  oomaande, 
That  iroL  1  doon,  for  that  is  no  demaunds. 

186.^  Now  herkeneth  this,  ye  han  wel 
understonde,  1296 

Hy  going  graunted  is  by  parlement 
Bo  ferforth,  that  it  may  not  be  with-fitonde 
For  al  this  world,  as  by  my  jugement. 
And  sin  ther  helpeth  noon  avysement  1300 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde ; 
And  lat  ns  shape  a  bettre  wey  to  finde. 

187f  The  sothe  is,  that  the  twinninge  of 

us  tweyne 
Wol  us  dlsese  and  oraelliohe  anoye. 
But  him  bihoveth  som-tyme  han  a  peyne. 
That  serveth  love,  if  that  he  wol  have 

joye.  1306 

And  sin  I  shal  no  ferthere  out  of  Troye 
Than  I  may  ryde  ayein  on  half  a  morwi^ 
It  oughte  lasse  caosen  us  to  sorwe : 

188.  So  as  I  shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  mows, 
That  day  by  day,  myn  owene  herte  dere, 
Sin  wel  ye  woot  that  it  is  now  a  truwe. 
Ye  shul  ftil  wel  al  myn  estat  y-here.  1313 
And  er  that  trawe  is  doon,  I  shal  ben  here, 
And  thanne  have  ye  bothe  Antenor  y- 

wonne 
And  me  also ;  both  glad  now,  if  ye  oonne; 

188.^  And  thenk  right  thus,  ^'Oriseydeis 

now  agoon,  1317 

Butwhatt  she  shal  come  hastelyaysyn;'* 

And  whanne,  alias?   by  god,  lo,  right 

anoon, 
Er  dayes  tei$,  this  dar  I  saofly  seyn.   1320 
Ai^d  thanne  at  ersteshul  we  been  so  fieiyn. 
So  as  we  shulle  to-gederes  ever  dwelle, 
That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  our  blisse 
teUe. 

190.^  I  see  that  ofte,  ther-as  we  ben  now, 
That  for  the  beste,  our  oonseil  for  to  hyde. 
Ye  speke  not  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  1326 
In  f ourtenight ;  ne  see  yow  go  ne  ryde. 
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Mi^r  ye  not  ten  dayee  thanne  abyde, 
For  myn  hononr,  in  swioh  an  aTentore  ? 
Y-wis,  ye  mowen  elles  lyte  endue  I    1330 

191.^  Ye  knowe  eek  how  that  al  my  kin  if 

herOi 
Bnt^f  that  onliche  it  my  ftider  be ; 
And  eek  myn  othere  thingee  alio  y-fere, 
And  nameliohe,  my  dere  herte,  ye, 
Whom  that  I  nolde  leven  tor  to  see    1335 
For  al  this  world,  as  wyd  as  it  hath  space; 
Or  elles,  see  ich  never  Joves  &oe  1 

199.^  Why  trowe  ye  my  fiider  in  this  wyse 
Goreiteth  so  to  see  me,  bat  for  drede  1339 
Lest  in  this  toon  that  folkes  me  dispyse 
Sy-canse  of  him,  for  his  nnhai>py  dede  ? 
What  woot  my  &der  what  lyf  that  I  ledef 
For  if  he  wiste  in  Troye  how  wel  I  Dure, 
Us  neded  for  my  wending  nought  to  care. 

198.^Ye  Men  that  eveiy  day  eek,  mors 
and  more,  1345 

lientreteofi>ees;  and  it  tnppoeed  is, 
That  men  the  qnene  Bleyne  shal  rwtors^ 
And  Grekes  ns  restore  that  is  mis. 
60  though  ther  nere  comfort  noon  bat 
this,  1349 

That  men  parposen  pees  on  every  cyde, 
Ye  may  the  bettre  at  ese  of  herte  abyde. 

lM.'For  if  that  it  be  pees,  myn  herte 

dere. 
The  nature  of  the  pees  mot  nodes  dryre 
That  men  moste  entreoomanen  y-fere. 
And  to  and  tro  eek  xydeand  gon  as  blyve 
Alday  as  thikke  as  been  flen  from  an 

hyve ;  1356 

And  every  wi^t  ban  libertee  to  bleve 
Wher-as  him  list  the  bet,  withpoaten  levii 

196.  And  though  so  be  that  pees  ther  mi^ 

be  noon. 
Yet  hlder,  thoagh  ther  never  pees  ne 

were,  1360 

Imosteoome;  for  whider  sholde  I  goon, 
Or  how  misohaonoe  sholde  I  dwelle  there 
Among  tho  men  of  arxnes  ever  in  fere  ? 
For  which,  as  wisly  god  my  soole  rede, 
I  can  not  seen  v^ier-of  ye  sholden  drede. 

19e.^Have  here  another  wey,  if  it  so  be 
That  al  this  thing  ne  may  yow  not  sof^^se. 


lly  Ikdar,  as  ye  knowen  wel,  pardee, 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  ftil  of  ooveityse. 

And  I  right  now  have  foonden  al  tha 

gy»i  »370 

With-oate  net,  wher-wikh  I  shal  him 

hente; 
And  herkeneth  how,  if  that  ye  wole 
Lte. 


197.  "Lo,  Trdlas,  men  seyn  that  hard  it  if 
The  wolf  All,  and  the  wether  hool  to  have ; 
This  is  to  sQsm,  that  men  ftil  ofte,  ^^wis, 
Mot  spenden  part,  the  remenaont  for  to 

save.  1376 

For  ay  with  gold  men  may  the  herte 

grave 
Of  him  that  set  if  op-on  coveltyse ; 
And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  yow  devyse. 

1961  Hie  moeUe  which  that  I  have  in 
thif  toon  S380 

Un-to  my  &der  shal  I  take,  and  seye, 
That  right  for  trnst  and  for  savaoioan 
It  sant  if  from  a  fireend  «f  hif  or  tw^ye, 
The  whiche  freendss  forfentliohe  him 

preye 
To  senden  after  more,  and  that  in  hye, 
Whyl  that  this  toan  ftant  thof  in  ju- 
partye.  1386 

199.  *^And    that    fhal    been    an    hoge 

qoantiteei 
Thas  shal  I  seyn,  bat,  lest  it  folk  aspyde. 
This  may  be  sent  by  no  wight  bat  by  me; 
I  shal  edk  shewen  him,  if  pees  bityde,  1390 
What  frendes  that  i^  have  en  every  fyde 
Toward  the  oonrt,  to  doon  the  wzathe 


Of  Priaams,  and  doon  him  ftonde  in 
giaoeu 

aOO.'  So,  what  for  o  thing  and  for  other, 

fwete, 
I  shal  him  so  enohaanten  with  my  sawes, 
That  right  in  hevene  his  fo#le  is,  shal  he 

mete  I  1396 

For  al  AppoUo,  or  hit  de^es  lawes, 
Or   calcolinge   avayleth    nought  three  ' 

hawes; 
Defyr  of  gold  shal  so  his  sowle  blende, 
That,  as  me  lyst,  I  shal  wel  make  an 

1400 
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201/ And  if  be  wolde  onght  hy  his  sort  it 

prevo 
If  that  I  Ije,  in  oertayn  I  shal  fonde 
Distorben  him,  and  plnkke  him  hy  the 

slere, 
Ifakinge  his  sort,  and  beren   him   on 

honde, 
He  hath  not  wel  the  goddes  -onderstonde. 
I  For  goddea  speken  in  amphibologyes,  1406 
,  And,  for  a  sooth,  they  tellen  twenty  lyes. 

SOa/Eek  drede  fbnd  first  goddes,  I  sup- 
pose, 

Thus  shal  I  s^n,  and  that  his  coward 
herte 

Hade  him  amis  the  goddes  text  to  glose, 

Whan  he  for  ferde  oat  of  his  Delphos 
sterte.  1411 

And  bat  I  maike  him  sone  to  oonverte, 

And  doon  my  reed  with-inne  a  day  or 
tweye, 

I  wol  to  yow  oblige  me  to  deye,* 

208.  And  treweliohe,  as  writen  wel  I  finde, 
That  al  this  thing  was  seyd  of  good  en- 
tente ;  14 16 
And  that  hir  herte  trewe  was  and  kinde 
Towardes  him,  and  spak  right  as  she 

mente, 
And  that  she  starf  for  wo  neigh,  whan 

she  wente. 
And  was  in  porpos  eyer  to  be  trewe ;  1420 
ThoB  writen  they  that   of  hir  werkes 
knewe. 

204.  This  TroUos,  with  herte  and  eres 

spradde, 
Herde  al  this  thing  deyysen  to  and  fro ; 
And  TerrayUoh  him  semedthat  he  hadde 
Theselvewit;  bnt  jret  to  lete  hir  go  1425 
His  herte  misforyaf  him  eyer-mo. 
Bat  fynally,  he  gan  his  herte  wreste 
To  trosten  hir,  and  took  it  for  the  beste. 

206.  For  which  the  greta  ftirie  of  his 

penaanoe 
Was  qaeynt  with  hope,  and  ther-with 

hem  bitwene  1430 

Bigan  for  joye  the  amoroose  daoaoe. 
And  as  the  briddes,  whan  the  sonne  is 

shenOf 
Delyten  in  hir  song  in  leves  grene, 


Bight  so  the  wordes  that  they  ^lake 

y-fere 
Delyted  hem,  and  made  hir  hertes  olere« 

206.  Bat  natheles,  the  wending  of  Cri- 

seyde,  1436 

For  al  this  world,  may  noaght  oat  of  his 

minde ; 
For  which  ftjl  ofte  he  pitoasly  hir  preyde. 
That  of  hir  heste  he  might  hir  trewe 

finde,  1439 

And  seyde  hir,  *  oertes,  if  ye  be  ankinde, 
And  bat  ye  come  at  day  set  in-to  Troye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  have  hele,  honoar,  ne 

joye. 

207/  For  al-ao  sooth  as  sonne  ap-rist  on 

morwe. 
And,   god!    so   wisly  thoa  me,   wofal 

wreoohe,  1444 

To  reste  hringe  oat  of  this  croel  sorwe, 
I  wol  my-selven  slee  if  that  ye  dreoche. 
Bat  of  my  deetix  thoogh  litel  be  to  reoohe, 
Yet,  erthat  ye  me  oaose  so  to  smerie, 
Dwel  raither  hero,  myn  owene  swete  herte  I 

208»^  For  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere, 
Tho  sleii^ites  yet  tha*  I  hare  herd  yow 
.    store  1451 

Fal  shaply  been  to  fiulen  alle  y-fere. 
Ft>r  thas  men  seyn,  **  that  oon  thenketh 

the  here, 
Bat  al  another  thenketh  his  ledere.** 
Toor  sire  is  wys,  and  seyd  is,  oat  of  drede, 
"  Men  may  the  wyse  at-renne,  and  not  at- 

rede."  1456 

209. ''It  is  All  hard  to  halten  onespyed 
Bifore  a  crepal,  for  he  can  the  craft ; 
Toar  fader  is  in  sleighte  aa  Axgos  yfid ; 
For  al  be  that  his  moeUe  is  him  birafb, 
His  olde  sleighte  is  yet  so  with  him  laft, 
Ye  shal  not  blende  him  for  yoar  woman- 
hede,  1463 

Ne  f eyne  a-right,  and  that  is  al  my  drede, 

210.  Inootifpeesshalever-molntyde; 
Bat,  pees  or  no,  for  emest  ne  for  game, 
I  woot,  sin  Calkas  on  the  Qrekes  S3^e 
Hath  ones  been,  and  lost  m>  tooXe  his 

1467 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


BooKiy.] 


Zt^tae  dnb  Crtoe^ie. 


«95 


H«  dar  no  mora  oomA  hare  ^aln  for 


Por  wliioh  that  weye,  for  oagfat  I  can 

aapye, 
To  tmstan  on,  nis  bat  a  £M&ta^ya.       1470 

211.''Ye  Bhal  eek  l^en,  joax  ^idev  shal 

jrowglose 
To  been  a  vryf^  and  as  he  can  wel  precha, 
He  ihal  aom  Greak  ao  preyaa  and  val 

aloae, 
That  raviashen  he  shal  yow  'with   hia 

speohe,  1474 

Or  do  yow  doon  by  force  as  he  shal  techa. 
And  Troihis,  of  whom  je  nil  kan  roatha, 
Shal  oaoseles  ao  stenren  in  hia  tronthe ! 

212. 'And  over  al  this,  your  fitder  shal 

despysa 
Us  alia,  and  seyn  this  citee  nis  bat  lorn ; 
And  that  th'aasega  never  shal  aryse,  14SQ 
For-why  the  Grekes  han  it  alle  sworn 
Til  wa  be  sli^Ot  ftnd  doon  oar  wallas  tenv 
And  thos  he  shal  yoa  with  his  wordes 

fere. 
That  1^  dreda  I,  that  ya  wol  blera  there, 

218.  Ye  shnl  aak  seen  so  many  a  his^ 
knight  1485 

A-mong  the  Orakes,  foX  of  worthinassa, 
And  eohe  of  hem  with  herte,  wit,  and 

might 
To  plesen  yow  don  al  his  beainessa, 
That  ya  shal  dollan  of  the  radenease 
Of  OS  sely  Trojanes,  bat-if  roatho       1490 
Bamorde  yow,  or  Yartaa  of  yoar  tnmtha. 

214. 'And  this  to  ma  so  grevoas  is  to 

Thatt  fi»  my  brast  it  wol  my  scale  rende; 
Ke  dredeles,  in  ma  ther  may  not  sinks 
Agoodopinioan,ifthatyewende;    1495 
Eor-why  yoor  ibderaa  alaighta  wol  as 

thende. 
And  if  ye  goon,  as  I  have  told  yow  yore, 
80  thank  Inam  bat  dead,  with-oate  mora. 

216.' For  which,  with  homble,  trewa,  and 
pitoas  herte,  1499 

A  thousand  tymes  mercy  I  yow  prayo  j 
8q  raweth  on  myn  ospre  pcjnea  smerta, 


And  doth  somwhat,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

aeye, 
And  lat  as  stele  away  bitwise  as  tweye ; 
And  thenk  that  folya  is,  whan  man  maj 

cheaa,  1504 

For  accident  his  fobslawioa  By  to  leaa. 

216.*  I  mone  this,  that  pin  we  mowe  or 

day 
Wel  stele  away,  and  been  to-gider  ao, 
What  wit  ware  it  to  patten  in  assay. 
In  cas  ye  sholden  to  your  fader  go. 
If  that  ye  mighte  come  ayein  or  no  ?  1510 
Thas  mene  I,  that  it  were  a  gret  folye 
To  patta  that  sikarnasse  in  japartye. 

217.^And  Tolgarly  to  speken  of  sabstaonoa 
Of  tresoor,  may  we  bothe  with  as  lode 
T-noagh  to  live  in  honoor  and  plesaanoe, 
TQ  in-to  tyme  that  we  shal  ben  dede ; 
And  thos  we   may  eaohewen    al    this 

drede. 
For  averioh  other  way  ya  can  reoorde, 
Myn   herte,  y-wia,  may  not  ther-with 

acorde.  1519 

218.  ^And  hardily,  na  dredeth  no  pov«erte, 
F6r  I  have  kin  ai&d  freendea  eDea-whera 
That,  thoogh  weeoman  in  oar  bare  aherta, 
Us  sholda  neither  lakke  gold  ne  g«re, 
Bat  been  honoared  whyl   wa   dw«lten 
there.  1524 

And  go  we  anoon,  for,  as  in  myn  entente, 
This  is  the  beste,  if  that  ye  wole  aaaente.' 

210.  Qris^yde,  with  a  syk,  right  in  this 
wysa  15^7 

Answarde,  *  y^wis,  my  dare  harta  trewa, 
We  may  wel  stele  away,  aa  ya  daryaa, 
And  flnda  swiohe  anthxifty  w^yas  nawa ; 
Bat  afterward,  fal  sore  it  wol  as  rewe. 
And  help  ma  god  so  at  my  moata  nade 
As  eanseles  ye  saffiren  al  this  drada! 

220.'^  For  thUka  day  that  Ifor  charisshinga 
Or  drede  of  fader,  or  of  other  wight,  1535 
Or  fSor  estat,  delyt,  or  for  weddinga 
Be  fals  to  yow,  my  Troilas,  my  knight, 
Satamas  dooghter,  Jano^  thoragh  hit 

might, 
As  wood  as  Athamanta  do  me  dwella 
Et^maly  in  Stiz,  the  pat  of  heUe !     1540  * 
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221^  And  this  on  erezy  god  celestial 
I  swere  it  yow,  and  eek  on  eche  goddease, 
On  every  Nymphe  and  deite  infernal, 
On  Satiry  and  Fanny  more  and  lease, 
Thaib  halve  goddas  been  of  wildemesse ; 
And  Attropos  my  threed  of  lyf  to-breste 
IfIbe£Us;  now  trowe  me  if  thow leste ! 

222.*^  And  thon,  SimoySi  that  as  an  arwe 

olere  1548 

Thomgh  Troye  rennest  ay  downward  to 

the  see, 
Ber  iwitnesse  of  this  word  that  seyd  is 
here,  1550 

That  thilke  day  that  ich  nntrewe  be 
To  Troilns,  myn  owene  herte  free, 
That  thon  retome  bakwarde  to  thy  welle. 
And  I  with  body  and  sonlesinke  in  helle! 

228.^  But  that  ye  speke,  awey  thns  for 

to  go  1555 

And  leten  alle  your  fireendes,  god  for- 

bede, 
For  any  wonmian,  that  ye  sholden  so, 
And  namely,  sin  Troye  hath  now  swioh 

node 
Of  help ;  and  eek  of  o  thing  taketh  hede. 
If  this  were  wist,  my  lif  laye  in  balannoe, 
And  your  honour ;  god  shilde  ns  fro  mis- 

ohaonoel  1561 

224.*  And  if  so  be  that  i>ees  her^ifter  take, 
As  alday  happeth,  after  anger,  game, 
Why,  lord !  the  sorwe  and  wo  ye  wolden 
make,  1564 

That  ye  ne  dorste  oome  ayein  for  shame  t 
And  er  that  ye  jnparten  so  yonr  name, 
Bethnon^t  to  hasty  in  this  bote  fare ; 
For  hasty  man  ne  wanteth  never  care. 

225.  What  trowe  ye  the  peple  eek  al 

abonte  1569 

Woldeofitseye?  It  is  ftd  light  to  arede. 
Thtiy  wolden  seye,  and  swere  it,  oat  of 

donte. 
That  love  ne  droof  yow  nought  to  doon 

thisdede, 
Bnt  Inst  volnptnons  and  coward  drede. 
Thns  were  al  lost,  y-wis,  myn  herte  dere, 
Yonr  honour,  which  that  nowshyneth  so 

dere.  1575 


226.  Andalsothenkethonmynhoneetee, 
That  flooreth  yet,  how  fonle  I  sholde  it 

iftiende. 
And  with  what  filthe  it  spotted  sholde  be, 
If  in  this  forme  I  sholde  with  yow  wende. 
Ke  though  I  livedo  nn-to  the  worldes 

ende,  1580 

lly   name   sholde   I  never  ayeinward 

winne; 
Thus  were  I  lost,  and  that  were  routhe 

andsinne. 

227.  And  foz^thy  slee  with  reson  al  this 
hete; 

Men  seyn,  "the  sufbaunt  overoometh,*' 

pardee; 
Bek  "  who4K>  wol  ban  leef^  he  leef  mot 

lete ;  *•  1585 

Thus  maketh  vertue  of  necessitee  -  ^  t  > 
By  padenoe,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  he 
Of  fortune  ay,  that  nought  wd  of  hir 

recohe; 
And  she  ne  daunteth  no  wight  but  » 

wrecche. 

228.  And  tmsteth  this,  that  certes,  herte 
swete,  1590 

Br  Fhebus  snster,  I^cina  the  shene, 
The  Leoun  passe  out  of  this  Ariete, 
I  wol  ben  here,  with-onten  any  wene. 
I  mene,  as  helpe  me  Juno,  hevenes  quene, 
The  tenthe  day,  but-if  that  deeth  me 
assayle,  1595 

I  wol  yow  seen,  with-outen  any  fiiyla' 

fS9,  *  And  now,  so  this  be  sooth,'  quod 
^Rroilus, 

*  I  shal  wei  snffire  nn-to  the  tenthe  day, 
Sin  that  I  see  that  node  it  moot  be  thus. 
But,  for  the  love  of  god,  if  it  be  may,  x6oo 
80  lat  ns  stele  prively  away ; 

For  ever  in  con,  as  for  to  live  in  reste, 
Myn  herte  seyth  that  it  wol  been  the 
beste.' 

280.  •  0  meroy,  god,  what  lyf  is  this?' 
quod  she ;  1604 

*  Anas,  ye  slee  me  thns  fbr  venray  tene ! 
I  see  wel  now  that  ye  mistrusten  me ; 
For  "by  your  wordes  it  is  wel  y4en& 
Kow,  for  the  love  of  Qynthia  the  shene, 
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Histnut  me  not  thus  caoseles,  for  roathe ; 

Sin  to  be  trewe  I  have  yow  plight  my 

trouthe.  t6io 

231/  And  thenketh  wel,  that  som  tyme  it 

is -wit 
To  8i>ende  a  tyme,  a  tyme  for  to  winne ; 
Ne,  pordee,  lorn  am  I  nought  fro  yow  yit, 
Though    that   "we   been   a   day  or  two 

a-twinne. 
Dryf  oat  the  fantaqyesyow  with-inne ;  1615 
And  tmsteth  me,  and  leveth  eek  yonr 

Borwe, 
Or  here  my  trouthe,  I  wol  not  live  til 

morwe. 

282.^  For  if  ye  wiste  how  sore  it  doth  nie 

smerte, 
Ye  wolde  oease  of  this ;  for  god,  thou 

west, 
The  pore  spirit  wepeth  in  mynherte,  1620 
To  see  yow  wepen  that  I  loye  most, 
And  that  I  moot  gon  to  the  Grekes  est. 
Te,  nere  it  that  I  wiste  remedye 
To  come  ayein,  right  here  I  wolde  ^jb  ! 

233/ Bnt  certes,  I  am  not  sonyoe  a  wight 
That  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  way  1626 

To  oome  ayein  that  day  that  I  have  highi. 
Eor  who  may  holde  thing  that  wol  a-way  ? 
ICy  fitder  nought,  for  al  his  qnqynte  pley. 
And  hy  my  thrift,  my  wending  oat  of 
Troye  i(%o 

Another  day  ahal  tome  as  alle  to  joye. 

284.'  For<4hy,  with  al  myn  herte  I  yow 

beseke. 
If  that  yow  list  don  ought  for  my  preyere, 
And  for  the  love  which  that  I  lore  yow 

eke. 
That  er  that  I  departe  fro  yow  here,   1635 
That  of  so  good  a  comfort  and  a  chore 
I  may  you  seen,  that  ye  may  bringe  at 

reste 
Hyn  herte,  which  that  is  at  point  to 

breste. 

286.  And  over  al  this,  I  pray  yow,'  qaod 
fihe'tho,  1639 

*  Kyn  owene  hertes  soothfast  soffisaonce, 
8in  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  with-oaten  mo, 
That  whyl  that  I  am  absent,  nq  plesaunce 


Of  othere  do  me  fro  yoar  rememhraonce. 
For  I  am  ever  a<gast,  for-why  men  rede, 
That  **  love  is  thing  ay  M  of  biiiy  drede." 

286.^  For  in  this  world  ther  liveih  lady 
noon,  1646 

If  that  ye  were  antrewe,  as  god  defonde  t 
That  so  bitn^ysed  were  or  wo  bigoon 
As  I,  that  alle  troathe  in  yow  entende. 
And  doateles,  if  that  ioh  other  wende, 
I  nere  bot  deed ;  and  er  ye  oaose  finde, 
For  goddes  love,  so  both  me  not   an« 
kiade,' 

287.  To  this  answerde  Troilos.  and  seyde, 
*Kow  god,  to  whom  ther  nis  no  cause 
y-wrye,  i^ 

Ke  glade,  as  wis  I  never  tm-to  Criseyde, 
Sin  thilkeday  I  saw  hir  first  with  yS, 
Was  fids,  ne  never  shal  til  that  I  dye. 
At  shorte  wordes,  wel  ye  may  me  leve ; 
I  can  no  more,  it  shal  be  foxmde  at  prove.* 

28a  *  Oraxmt  mercy,  goode  myn,  y-wis,' 
qaod  she,  166a 

*  And  blisfol  Yenas  lat  me  never  sterve 

Er  I  may  stonde  of  plesaance  in  degree 

To  qayte  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve; 

And  whyl  that  god  my  wit  wol  me  oon< 
serve, 

Z  shal  so  doon,  so  trewe  I  have  yow 
foande,  1665 

That  ay  hoaaoor  to  me-ward  shal  reboande. 

289.^  For  trosteth  wel,  that  yoar  estat  ] 

Toynl 
Ne  veyn  delyt,  nor  only  worthinesse 
Of  yow  in  werre,  or  tomey  marcial,  1669 
Ne  pompe,  array,  nobley,  or  eek  riohesse, 
Ne  made  me  to  rewe  on  yoxir  distresse ; 
But  moral  vertae,  grounded  upon  troathe,  ' 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  hadde  on  yow 

routhe ! 

240. '  Eek  gentil  herte  and  manhod  that  ye 

hadde. 
And  that  ye  hadde,  as  me  thoughte,  in 

deepyt  1675 

Every  thing  that  souned  in-to  badde^ 
As  rudenesse  and  poeplish  appetyt ; 
And  that  your  reson  brydled  your  delyt,  \ 
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This  madd,  aboven  evezy  creature, 
That  I  "was  yooTf  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure.  1680 

'  241«^Azid  this  may  lengthe  of  yeres  not 

for-do, 
T^e  remnable  fortune  deface ; 
Bat  Jnppiter,  that  of  his  mi^t  may  do 
The  sorwfhl  to  be  glad,  so  yeve  os  grace, 
Er  nightes  ten,  to  meten  in  this  place, 
80  that  it  may  your  herte  and  myn  sof- 

fyse;  1686 

And  fiureth  now  wel,  for  tyme  is  that  ye 

lyse,' 

242.  And  after  that  they  longe  y-pleyned 

hadde, 
And  ofte  y-kist  and  streite  in  armes  folde, 
The   day  gan  xyse,   and  TroUns  him 

dadde,  1690 


And  rewftilliche  his  lady  gan  biholde, 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  colde. 
And  to  hir  grace  he  gan  him  recomannde ; 
Wlier  him  was  wo,  this  holde  I  no  da- 
mannde.  1694 

248.  For  mannes  heed  imaginen  ne  can, 
Ne   entendement  oonsidere,   ne    tonge 

telle 
The  cruel  p^ynes  of  this  sorwAil  man, 
That   passen   eveiy   torment   doim   in 

helle.  X698 

For  whan  h^  saogh  that  she  ne  mighte 

dwelle^ 
Which  that  his  sonle  oat  of  his  herte 

rente, 
With-oaten  more,  oat  of  the  chaombre 

he  wente.  1701 

Explicit  Liber  Qnartos* 


BOOK  V. 


Indpit  Liber  Qointns. 

1.  Aproohen  gan  the  &tal  destinee 
That  Joves  hath  in  dispoeicioan, 

And  to  yow,  angry  Parcas,  sostren  three, 
Committeth,  to  don  ezecacioon ; 
For  which  Criseyde  moste  oat   of  the 
toan,  5 

And  Troilos  shal  dwelle  forth  in  pyne 
Til  Laohesis  his  threed  no  lenger  twyne. — 

2.  The  golden-tressed  Fhebos  heighe  on- 

lofte 
Thiyes  hadde  alle  with  his  hemes  shene 
The  snowes  molte,  and  Zephiras  as  ofbe  10 
Y-brooght  ayein  the  tendre  leves  grene, 
Sin  that  the  sone  of  Ecaba  the  qaene 
Bigan  to  love  hir  first,  for  whom  his  sorwe 
Was  al,  that  she  departe  sholde  a-morwe. 

8.  Fol  redy  was  at  prjrme  Byomede,      15 
Criseyde  an-to  the  Ghrekes  oat  to  lede, 
For  sorwe  of  which  she  felte  hir  herte 

blede. 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 
And  trewely,  as  men  in  bokes  rede^ 


Men  wiste  never  womman  han  the  care,  30 
Ke  was  so  looth  oat  of  a  toon  to  fiure. 

i.  This  Troilos,  with-oaten  reed  or  lore. 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  eek  forlore, 
Was  waytinge  on  his  lady  ever-more 
As  she  that  was  the  sooth£ut  crop  and 

more  2$ 

Of  al  his  last,  or  joyes  here-tofore. 
Bat  Troilos,  now  fiurewel  al  thy  joye, 
For    shaltow    never    seen   hir  eft    in 

Troy  el 

6.  Sotli  is,  that  whyl  he  hood  in  this 

manere. 
He  gan  his  wo  M  manly  for  to  hyde,    30 
That  wel  annethe  it  seen  was  in  his 

chere; 
Bat  at  the  yate  ther  she  sholde  oate 

xyde 
With  certeyn  fcJk,  he  hoved  hir  t'abyde, 
80  wo  bigoon,  al  wolde  he  nooghthim 

pl^yne. 
That  on  his  hors  tmnethe  he  sat  for 

peyne.  $$ 
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6.  For  ire  he  <iiiook,  so  gan  his  heite 

gnawe, 
Whaii  Dimndde  on  horse  gan  him  dresse, 
And  seyde  xm-to  him-self  this  iike  saire, 
'Alias,'  quod  he,  *  thus  fonl  a  wreoohed- 


Why  snffine  ioh  it,  why  nil  ioh  it  re- 
dresse?  40 

Were  it  not  bet  at  ones  Iter  to  dye 
Than  eref^aiore  in  langonr  thns  todryeP 

7/  Why  nil  I  make  at  ones  riehe  and 

pore 
To  have  y-nongh  to  done,  er  that  she  go  ? 
Why  nil  I  faringe  al  Troye  npon  a  rore?  45 
Why  nil  I  sleen  this  IHomede  also? 
Why  nil  I  rather  with  a  man  or  two 
Stele  hir  a-way  ?  Whywollthisendnre? 
Why  nil  I  helpen  to  myn  owene  enre  ? ' 

8.*  But  why  he  nolde  doon  so  fel  a  dede, 
That  shal  I  seyn,  and  why  him  lists  it 

spare:  51 

He  hadde  in  herte  alw^  a  maner  drede, 
Lest  that  Gris^de,  in  ramonr  of  this  fare, 
JBholde  han  ben  bLb^u  ;  lo,  this  was  al  his 

oare. 
And  elles,  eerteyn,  as  I  aeyda  s^ore,        55 
He  hadde  it  doon,  with-ooten  wordss 

more. 

0.  Criscyde,  whan  she  redy  was  to  ryde, 
^nl   sorwAilly  she   sights,   and    seyde 

'alias!' 
Bat  forth  she  moot,  fbr  onght  that  may 

bityde, 
And  forth  she  rit  fdl  soTwftilly  a  pas.    60 
Ther  nis  non  other  remedie  in  this  cas. 
What  wonder  is  though  that  hir  sore 

smerte. 
Whan  she  forgoth  hir  owene  swete  herte  ? 

10.  This  Troilns,  in  wyse  of  onrteisye, 
With  haake  on  bond,  and  with  an  huge 

ronte  65 

Of  knightes,  rood  and  didehir  companye) 
Passinge  al  the  valey  fer  with-onte. 
And  farther  wolde   han  riden,  oat  of 

doate, 
Vxd  &yn,  and  wo  was  him  to  goon  so 

sone; 
Bat  tome  he  moste,  and  it  was  eek  to 

donei  ^ 

L 


11.  And  right  with  that  was  Antenor 
y-oome 

Oat  of  the  Chrekes  ost,  and  every  wight 
Was  of  it  glad,  and  s^yde  he  was  wel- 
come. 
And  Troilof,  al  nere  his  herte  lights 
He  peyned  him  with  al  his  foJle  mig^t  75 
Him  to  with-holde  of  wepinge  at  the 

leste, 
And  Antenor  he  kiste,  and  made  feste. 

12.  And  ther-with-al  ha  moste  his  leve 
take, 

And  oaste  his  aye  npon  hir  pitoasly, 
And  neer  he  rood,  his  caose  for  to  make. 
To  take  hir  I7  the  honde  al  sobrely.      8x 
And  lord  t  so  she  gan  wepen  tendrely ! 
And  he  ftil  softe  and  sleighly  gan  hir 

seye, 
*  Now  hold  yoor  day,  and  dooth  me  not  to 

deye.' 

18.  With  that   his  ooozser  tomed  he 
a-boate  &$ 

With  &oe  pale,  and  on-to  IHomede 
No  word  he  spak,  ne  noonof  al  hisroatb; 
Of  which  the  sone  of  l^eos  took  hede. 
As  he  that  ooade  more  than  the  orede 
In  swioh  a  orafb,  and  hy  tlte  Tejne  hir 
hente;  90 

And  Troihis  to  Troye  homwarde  he  wente. 

14.  This  Diomede,  that  ladde  hir  hy  the 

brydel, 
Whan  that  he  saw  the  folk  of  Troye 

aweye, 
Thoaghte,  'al  my  labour  shal  not  been 

onydel, 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye.  95 
For  at  the  worsts  it  msy  yet  shorte  oar 

weye, 
I  have  herd  seyd,  eekiymes  twyfis  twelve, 
"He  is  a  fool  that  wol  for-yete  him- 

selve.*" 

16.  Bat  natheles  this  thooghte  he  wel 

ynoagh, 
'That  oertaynly  I  am  aboate  nooght    roo 
If  that  I  speke  of  love,  or  make  it  toogh; 
For  doateles,  if  she  have  in  hir  thought 
Him  that  I  gesse,  he  msy  not  been 

y-brooght 
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80  sond  awey ;  bat  I  ahal  finde  a  mene, 
That  she  not  wite  as  yet  shal  what  I 
mene.'  105 

16.  This  Dlomede,  as  he  that  ooode  his 
good, 

Whan  this  was  doon,  gaa  fallen  forth  in 

speche 
Of  this  and  that,  and  asked  why  she 

stood 
In  swich  disese,  and  gan  hir  eek  biseohe. 
That  if  that  he  enoresemi^te  or  eohe  izo 
With  any  thing  hir  ese,  that  she  shdlde 
Ck>mannde  it  him,  and  s^yde  he  doon  it 

wolde. 

17.  Fortiewelyheswoorhirjasaknig^t, 
That  ther  nas  thing  with  wiiiohe  he 

mighte  hir  plese, 
That  he  nolde  doon  his  p^yne  and  al  his 

niight  1 15 

To  doon  it,  for  to  doon  hir  herte  an  ese. 
And  preyede  hir,  she  wdlde  hir  sorwe 

apese, 
And  seyde,  *y-wis,  wo  Grekes  con  have 

joye 
To  hononren  yow,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troye/ 

18.  He  seyde   eek  thns,  *I  woot,  yow 
thinketh  strannge,  lao 

No  wonder  is,  for  it  is  to  yow  newe, 
Th'aqueintannoe   of  these   Trojanos  to 

channge, 
For  folk  of  Grece,  that  ye  never  knewe. 
Bat  wolde  never  god  bnt-if  as  trewe 
A  Greek  ye  shalde  among  as  alle  finde  125 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  eek  as  kinde. 

19/  And  by  the  caose  I  swoor  yow  right, 

lo,  now, 
To  been  yoor  ficeend,  and  helply,  to  my 

might, 
Aiid  for  that  more  aogoeintaance  eek  of 

yow 
Have  ioh  had  than  anotheg  fttannger 

wight,  ijo 

So  fro  this  fbrth  I  pny  yow,  day  and 

night, 
Gomaondeth  me,h0wsore  that  me  smerte. 
To  doon  al  that  may  lyke  im-to  yoor 

herte; 


20.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  yoor  brother 

trete, 
And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  despyt ; 
And  though  yoor  sorwea  be  for  thinges 

grete,  136 

Noot  I  not  why,  bat  oat  of  more  respyt, 
Kyn  herte  hath  for  to  amende  it  greet 

delyt, 
And  if  I  may  yoor  haxmes  not  redresso, 
I  am  right  soiy  for  yoar  hevinesse.       140 

21.*^  And    though    ye  Trojans  with    ns 

Grekes  wrothe 
Han  many  a  day  be,  alw^y  yet,  pardee, 

0  god  of  love  in  900th  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady  free, 
Whom  so  ye  hate,  as  beth  not  wroth  with 

me.  145 

For  trewely,  ther   can   no  wight  yow 

serve. 
That  half  so  looth  yoar  wraththe  wolde 

deserve. 

22.  And  nere  it  that  we  been  so  neigh  the 

tente 
Of  Calkas,  which  that  seen  as  bothe 

may, 
r  wolde  of  this  yow  telle  al  myn  entente ; 
Bat  this  enseled  til  another  day.  151 

Teve  me  yoar  bond,  I  am,  and  shal  ben 

ay, 
God  help  me  90,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

dare, 
Your  owene  aboven  evexy  creators. 

28.^  Thos  seyde  I  never  er  nowto  womman 
bom;  155 

For  god  myn  herte  as  wisly  glade  so, 

1  lovede  never  womman  here-bifom 
As  pazamoors,  ne  never  shal  no  mo. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  beth  not  my  fo ; 
Al  can  I  not  to  yow,  my  lady  dere,       160 
Oocnplsyne  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lere. 

2i.^And  wondreth  not,  myn  owene  lady 

bright, 
Though  that  I  flpeke  of  love  to  yoo  thos 

blyvo; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many  a  wight, 
Hath  loved  thing  he  never  saogh  his 

lyve.  i6s 

Sek  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  sttyre 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Book  v.] 


Sttoiftie  mA  CtxBtj^t* 


301 


Ayens  the  god  of  lore,  bat  him  obeye 
I  vrol  alwey,  and  meroy  I  yow  prqye. 

25/  Ther  been  so  worthy  knightee  in  this 
place,  169 

And  ye  bo  fair,  that  everich  of  hem  alle 
Wol  peynen  him  to  stonden  in  yonr  grace. 
But  mighte  me  bo  £ur  a  grace  ftJlO) 
That  ye  me  for  yoor  seryannt  wolde  oalle, 
So  lowly  ne  bo  trewely  jrou  serve 
Kilnoonofhem,asIshal,tillBterve.*  175 

26.  Criseide  nn-to  that  pnipos  lyte  an- 
swerde, 

As  she  that  wai  with  Borwe  oppressed  so 
That,  in  efTect,  she  nought  his  tales  herds, 
But  here  and  there,  now  here  a  word  or 

two. 
Hir  thoni^te  hir  sorwfiil  herte   brast 

a-twa  ito 

For  whan  she  gan  hir  fsder  fer  aspye^ 
Wei  neigh  doon  of  hir  hors  she  gan  to 

^e. 

27.  Bat  natheles  she  thonked  Diomflde 
Of  al  his  travaile,  and  his  goods  ehere. 
And  that  him  litfte  his  £nendship  hir  to 

bede;  m»s 

And  she  aoospteih  it  in  good  manere. 
And  wolde  do  fiiyn  that  is  him  leaf  and 

dere; 
And  trasten  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

mighte, 
As  seyde  she,  and   from   hir  hors  she 

alighte. 


28.  Hir  flMJer  hath  hir  in  his  armf  noma. 
And  tw^ynty  tyme  he  Idste  his  dooghter 

swete^  191 

And  seyde,  *  O  dsirt  doogkter  myn,  wel- 
come!' 
She  seyde  eek,  she  was  tayu  with  him  to 

mete. 
And  stood  forth  mewet,  milde,  and  man- 

snete. 
Bat  here  I  leve  hir  with  hir  fad&r  dwelle, 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Troilasyow  telle.    196 

29.  To  Troye  is  come  this  wofhl  TroiloB. 
In  sorwe  aboven  olle  sorwos  smerl©,*'  ' 
With  felon  look,  and  liioe  dispitoos. 


Tho  Bodeinly  doon  tnta  his  hors  he 

sterte,  200 

And  thorogh  his  paleyt,  with  a  swollen 

herte. 
To  ohamlnre  he  wente ;  of  no-thing  took 

hehede, 
Ne  noon  to  him  dar  speke  a  word  for 

dMde. 

80.  And  there  his  sorwes  that  he  spared 
hadde 

He  yaf  an  issae  large,  and  '  deeth ! '  he 
oryde;  J05 

And  in  his  throwes  frenetyk  and  madde 
He  corsed  Jove,  AppoUo,  and  eek  Capyde, 
He  corsed  Ceres,  Baoos,  and  Cipiyde, 
His  boTtbe,  him-sel^  his  tUt,  and  eek 

natarsv 
And,  save  his  lady,  every  creators.       aio 

81.  To  bedde  he  goth,  and  weyleth  there 
andtometh 

In  Auie,  as  dooth  he^  Izion,  in  helle ; 
And  in  this  wyse  he  neigh  til  day  so- 

jometh. 
But  tho  bigan  his  herte  a  lyte  onswello 
Thorogh  teres  which  that  gonnen  op  to 

welle ;  ^15 

And  pitoosly  he  oryde  ap-on  Criaeyde^ 
And  to  him-self  right  thos  he  spak,  and 

s^dei — 

82.  *  Wher  is  myn  owene  lady  lief  and 
dere, 

Wher  is  hir  whyte  brest,  wher  is  it, 

where? 
Wher  been  hir  armes  and  hir  eyen  dere. 
That   yesternight  this   tyme   with   me 

were  ?  mi 

Kow  may  I  w^pe  allone  many  a  tere, 
And  graspe  aboote  I  may,  bot  in  this 

place. 
Save  a  pUowa,  I  finde  nought  t'enbrace. 

88.^  How  dial  I  do  ?    Whan  shal  iftie  com 
ayeyn?  22$ 

I  noot,  alias  1  why  leet  ioh  hir  to  go  ? 
As  wolde  god,  ioh  hadde  as  tho  be  sleyn ! 
O  herte  myn,  Oriseyde,  O  swete  fo ! 
O  lady  myxif  that  I  love  and  no  mo !    229 
To  whom  for  ever-mo  myn  herte  I  dowe; 
See  how  I  deye,  ye  nil  me  not  resoowe ! 
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84.  Who  feeth  jow  now,  mj  xigfate  loda- 

sterre? 
'Who  tit  right  now  or  stant  in  joar 

presence? 
Who  can  oonfbrten    now  yoor  hertee 

werre? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yeve  ye  mdienoeP 
Who  speketh  for  me  ri^t  now  in  myn 

aheence  ?  236 

Alias,  no  wight;  and  that  is  al  my  cue ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  as  yvel  as  I  ye  &re. 

85/ How  shnlde  I  thus  ten  dayes  fhl 

endure, 
Whan  I  the  finte  night  have  al  this 

tene?  240 

How  shal  the  doon  eek,  sorwfol  oreoAnre? 
For  tendemeon,  how  shal  she  this  soa- 

tene, 
Swioh  wo  for  me?    0  pitons,  pale,  and 

grene 
Shal  been  yoor  fresshewommanlicheftoe 
For  langonr,   er  ye  tome  nn-to  this 

place.'  S45 

86.  Andwhanhefilinanyslomeringes^ 
Anoon  biginne  he  sholde  for  to  grone, 
And  dremen  of  the  dredAiUeste  thinges 
That^mighte  been;  as,  mete  he  were 

allone 
In  place  horrible,  makinge  ay  his  mone. 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  aUe      251 
His  enemys,  and  in  hir  hondes  fiJle. 

87.  And  theiwwith-«l    his  body  sholde 
sterte, 

And  with  the  stert  al  sodeinliche  awake, 
And  swioh  a  tiemoar  fele  abonte  his 
herte,  255 

That  of  the  feer  his  body  sholde  q[aake ; 
And   there-with-al  he   sholde   a  noyse 


And  seme  as  though  he  sholde  fiJle  depe 
From  heighe  a-lofte ;  and  than  he  wdlde 
wepe, 

88.  Andrewenonhim-sdfsopitoiisly,  360 
That  wonder  was  to  here  his  fknta^ye. 
Another  tyme  he  sholde  mightily 
Gonforte  him-self ,  and  s^yn  it  was  folye, 
So  caosolM  swioh  drede  for  todxye, 


And  eft  biginne  his  aspre  sorwes  newe, 
That  every  man  mighte  on  his  sorwes 
rewe.  266 

88.  Who  ooade  telle  aright  or  tnl  dis- 

oiyve 
His  wo,  his  plcynte,  his  langonr,  and  his 

pyne? 
Nonght  al  the  man  that  han  01  been  on- 

lyve. 
ThoOf  redere,   mayst   thy-seLf   ftil   wel 

devyne  270 

That  swioh  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  defyne. 
On  ydel  for  to  wryte  it  sholde  I  swinke, 
Whan  that  XDy  wit  is  wery  it  to  thinks 

40.  On  hevene  yet  the  sterres  were  sene, 
Al-thongh  fhl    pale  y-waxen  was  the 

mone ;  275 

And  whyten  gan  the  orisonte  shene 
Al  estward,  as  it  woned  is  to  done. 
And  Fhebos  with  his  rosy  carte  sons 
Oan  after  that  to  dresse  him  np  to  ibre, 
Whan  Troilns  hath  sent  after  Fandare. 

41.  This  Pandare,  that  of  al  the  day 
bifom  281 

Ke  mighte  have  eomen  Troiliis  to  see, 
Al-thongh  he  on  hisheed  it  hadde  y-swom. 
For  with  the  king  Fiyam  alday  was  he, 
SothatitlaynotinhisUbertee  285 

No-wher  to  gon,  bat  on  the  morwe  he 

wente 
To  Troilns,  whan  that  he  for  him  sente. 

42.  For  in  his  herte  he  ooade  wel  devyne. 
That  Troilas  al  night  for  sorwe  wook  ; 
And  that  he  wolde  telle  him  of  his  pyne. 
This  knew  he  wel  y'noogh,  with-oate 

book.  291 

For  which  to  ohaamhffe  stiei^t  the  wey 

he  took, 
And  Troiltts  th0s6bKelibh6  he  giette, 
And  on  the  bed  ftd  sone  he  gan  him  sette. 

48.  *lfy  Fandaros,*  qaod  TroHas,  *the 
scMTwe  395 

Which  that  I  dxy^  I  may  not  longe 
endare. 

I  trowe  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwe ; 

For  whiche  I  wolde  alwey,  on  aventare» 

To  thee  devysen  of  my  sepoltnre 
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The  forme,  And  of  my  moeble  thoa  dle- 
pone  900 

Bi^t  as  thee  semeih  bett  Is  for  to  done. 

44.^  But  of  tlie  fyr  and  flanmbe  Ameial 
In  whiche  my  body  brenneshal  to  glede, 
Andofthefesteandpl^yespalestral  304 
At  my  Tigile,  I  pray  thee  take  good  hede 
That  al  be  wel ;  and  offlre  liars  my  stede, 
lly  swerd,  myn  helm,  and,  leve  brother 

dere, 
Hy  sheld  to  Pallas  yef,  that  shynetli 

dere. 

46.^  The  pondre  in  -which  myn  harte  y^ 

brend  shaliome, 
That  pr^ye  I  thee  thou  take  and  it  con- 
serve 310 
In  a  Toawl,  thftt  men  depeth  an  nine, 
Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  serve, 
For  love  of  whom  thns  pitonsly  I  starve, 
80  yefve  it  hir,  and  do  me  this  plasannoe. 
To  preye  hir  kepe  it  for  a  remembrMinoe. 

46.  For  wel  I  fele,  by  my  maladye,       316 
And  by  my  dremes  now  and  yore  ago, 
Al  certeinly,  that  I  mot  nedes  dye. 

I  The  owle  eek,  which  that  hight  Asoaphilo, 

'  Hath  after  me  shzight  alle  thise  nlghtes 

two,  3JO 

And,  god  KeroDziel  oi  me  now,  wofiil 

wrecche, 
The  soole  gyde,  and,  whan  thee  list,  it 
lidcche!' 

47.  Pandareanswerdei  andseyde,  * TroJlns, 
Hy  dere  freend,  as  I  have  told  thee  yore, 
That  it  is  folye  for  to  sorwen  thus,       325 
And  canseles,  for  whiohe  I  can  no-more. 
But  who-eo  wol  not  trowen  reed  ne  lore, 
I  can  not  seen  in  him  no  remedye, 

Bat  lete  him  worthen  with  his  fantavye. 

48.^  Bat  Troilas,  I  pray  thee  tel  me  now, 
If  that  then  trowei  er  this,  that  any 

wight  331 

Hath  loved  paramonxs  as  wel  as  thoa? 
Ye,  god  wot,  and  fto  many  a  worthy 

knight 
Hath  his  lady  goon  a  foortenlght, 
And  he   not  yet  made  halvendel  the 

ihra  335 

What  nede  is  thee  to  makex\  al  this  eare  ? 


49/ Sin  day  by  day  then  maystthy-selven 

see 
That  firom  his  love,  or  elles  ftom  his  wyf, 
A  man  mot  twinnen  of  neoessltee, 
Ye,  thoogh  helove  hir  as  his  owene  lyf ;  340 
Yet  nil  he  with  him-self  thos  maken 

stry£ 
For  wel  thow  wost,  my  leve  brother  dere. 
That  alw«y  freendes  may  nought  been 

y-fiue. 

60.^  How  doon  this  Jiolk  that  seen  hir  lores 

wedded 
By  freendes  might,  as  it  bi-tit  faloAe,  345 
Andseen  hem  in  hir  spouses  bed  y-bedded? 
Qod  woot,  they  take  it  wysly,  fldre  and 

softe. 
Vot'Wbj  good  bqpe  halt  np  hir  herte  on- 

lofte. 
And  for  i^ey  oan  a  tymeof  sorwe  endore ; 
As  iyme  hem  hart,  a  ^yme  doth  hem 

eoxe.  390 

51.  80  sholdestow  endore,  and  late  slyde 
The  lyme,  and  Ibnde  to  ben  glad  and 

light. 
Ten  dayes  nis  so  long  not  t'  abyde. 
And  sin  she  thee  to  oomen  hath  bihight, 
She  nil  hir  hestes  broken  for  no  wight.  355 
For  dred  thee  not  that  she  nil  flnden  w^ye 
To  oome  ayein,  my  lyf  that  dorste  I  leye. 

eOL^Thy  swevenes  eek  and  al  swioh  Ikn- 

taaye 
Dryf  oat,  and  lat  hem  fSunn   to  mis- 

ehannoei 
Fortheyprooedeofthy  malencolye,    360 
That  doth  thee  fele  in  sleep  al  this  pen- 

aonoe. 
A  straw  for  alle  swevenes  signiflaanoe ! 
Ood  helpe  me  so^  I  ooonte  hem  not  a 


Thar  woot  no  man  aright  what  dremes 


68.' For  prestet  of  the  temple  teUen  this. 
That  dremes  been  the  revelaoioans      366 
Of  goddes,  and  as  wel  th^  teUe,  y-wis. 
That  they  ben  intenals  iUnsioons ; 
And  leches  seyn,  that  of  oomplszioons 
Proceden  they,  or  £ut,  or  glotonye.      370 
Who  woot  in  sooth  thos  what  they 
signifye? 
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6i.*Sek  othere  aeyn  tihat  thom^  ixn* 

pressioaxis, 
As  if  A  wight  h&ih  fiMte  &  thing  in  minde, 
That  ther^f  oometh  swiohe  avinonns ; 
And  othere  «eyn,  a«  they  in  bokes  finde, 
That,  after  tymes  of  the  yeer  hy  kinde, 
Hen  dreme,  and  that  th*effeot  goth  by  the 

mono ;  377 

Bnt  lere  no  dMetn,  A)r  it  i«  nought  to 

done. 

65.  Wei  worth  of  dremetf  ay  thlse  olde 

And  treweliohe  eok  angntie   of  thise 

fooles;  380 

SV»  fere  of  which  men  wenen  lose  her 

lyves, 
Ac  ra^enes  qoalm,  or  afafyklBg  of  fhise 

onles. 
To  trowen  on  it  hothd  fUlfl  add  fotU  i& 
Alias,  alias,  so  nohle  a  creatvre 
As  is  a  man,  shal  drede  swioh  ordnre!  385 

56.'  For  which  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee 

beseohe, 
Un-to  thy-self  that  al  this  thou  Axryive ; 
And  rys  up  now  with-onte  more  speohe. 
And  lat  us  caste  how  forth  may  best  be 

drive 
This  tyme,  and  eek  how  fiMhly  we  may 

live  ^  390 

Whan  that  she  comethi  the  which  s^ftl 

be  right  sone ; 
Ood  help  me  so,  the  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

57.^By8,  lat  us  speke  of  lust^  lyf  in  %roye 
That  we  haa  lad,  and  forth  the  tyme 

dryve; 
Andeekof^ymecomingeusrcjoye,     395 
That  brtngen  shal  our  bllsse  nowsoblyre; 
And  langour  of  the84  twyds  dayes  fyv^ 
We  shal  ther-with  so  foryete  or  oppreasot 
That  wel  unnethe  it  dooa  shal  us  duresse. 

68/  This  toun  is  ftd  of  lordes  al  aboute, 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  mene  whyle. 
Go  we  pleye  us  in  som  lusty  route       400 
To  Sarpedon,  not  hennea  but  a  myle. 
And  thus  thou  shaH  the  tyme  wel  bigyle, 
And  dryve  it  forth  un-to  that  hlkftd 
morwe,  405 

That  thou  hir  see,  that  cause  is  of  thy 


69.*Now  rys,  my  dere  brother  Troilus ; 
For  certee,  it  noon  honour  is  to  thee 
To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  jouken  thus. 
For  trewely,  of  o  thing  trust  to  me,     4 10 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day,  or  two,  or  three. 
The    folk    wol    wene    that    thou,    for 

cowardyse, 
lliee  feynest  «yk,  and  that  thou  darst 

notryse.' 

60.  This  Troili^  answerde,  'O  brother 

dere. 
This  knowen   folk  that  han   y-suffred 

p^yne,  4>5 

That  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwftil 

chere, 
That  feleth  harm  and  smert  in  eveiy 

vegnne, 
No  wonder  Is ;  and  thou«^  I  ever  pl^yne. 
Or  alw^  wepe,  I  am  no-thing  to  Uame, 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

61.'  But  sin  of  ^e  force  I  moot  aryse, 
I  shal  aryse,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may ;     422 
And  god,  to  whom  myn  herte  I  saoriflTse, 
So  sonde  us  hastely  the  tenthe  day ! 
For  was  ther  never  fowl  so  &yn  of  Kay, 
As  I  shal  been,  whftn  that  she  cometh  in 
Troye,  4^ 

That  cAuse  is  of  my  torment  and  my  joya 

6%  But  whider  is  thy  reed,*  quod  Troilus, 

*  That  we  may  plc3re  us  best  in  al  this 

toun?' 

*  By  god,  my  oonseU  is,'  quod  gandarns, 

*  To  ryde  and  pleye  us  with  king  Sarpe- 

doam'  431 

So  longe  of  this  they  speken  up  and  doun. 
Til  Troilus  gaa  at  the  Iftste  assente 
To  zyse,  and  forth  ^Sazpedoun  thc^y 

wentot 

68.  This  Saipedo^n,  as  he  that  honourable 
Was  ever  his  lyve,  and   f^  of  heigh 

prowesse,  436 

WlUi  al  that  mighte  y-served  been  on 

table, 
That  deyntea  was,   al   oosta   it   greet 

richMM, 
He  fedde  hem  day  by  day,  that  swich 

noblesse. 
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Ac  wyden  bothe  the  mosie  and  eek  ihe 

iMte,  440 

Was  never  er  that  day  wist  at  any  feste. 

64.  Kor  in  this  world  ther  is  non  instm* 
ment 

Delicions,  through  wind,  or  tooche,  or 

corde, 
As  fer  as  any  wight  hath  ever  y-weni, 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  reoorde^  445 
That  at  that  feete  it  nas  wel herd  aoorde; 
No  of  ladies  eek  so  £Byr  a  companye 
On  dannoe,  er  tho,  was  never  ywMyn  with 

ye. 

65.  But  what  avayleth  this  to  Ttoilnfl, 
•That  for  his  sorwe  no-thing  of  it  rooghte? 
For  ever  in  oon  his  herte  piCtons         451 
Fol  Ifsily  CMseyde  his  lady  eonghte^ 

On  hir  was  ever  al  that  his  herte  thooghte. 
Now  this,  now  that^  so  ikste  imagltiinge, 
That  glade,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

66.  ^ese.  ladies  eek  thai  Hi  thi«  feste 
heen,  456 

Sin  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  a^wsye, 
It  was  his  sorwe  npon  hem  for  to  seen, 
Or  for  to  here  on  instroments  so  pleye. 
For  she,  thai  of  his  herte  berth  the  keye, 
Was  absent,  lo,  this  was  his  fknta^ft,  461 
That  no  wight  sholde  makemelodye. 

0Z.  Kor  ther  nas  hoore  hi  al  the  day  or 

night, 
Whan  he  was  ther«s  no  wight  migfate 

him  here. 
Thai  he  ne  seyde, '  O  tcbeia  tody  bright. 
How  have  ye  fiuren,  sin  thai  ye  were 

here?  466 

Wel-oome,  y-wis,  myn,  owene  lady  dsre.* 
But  welaway,  al  this  nas  but  amase; 
Foctona  hishowTB  entaaded  bet  te  glaiw 

68L  ^1^  le^b^  eek,  that  she  of  olde  tyme 
Hadde  him  y-ient,  he  wolde  allone  rede, 
An  hundred  qrthe,  a-twixen  noon  and 

pryme  j  47a 

Beflgnringe  hir  shap,  hir  womanhede, 
With-inne  his  herte,  and  every  word  and 

dede 
Thai  passed  was,  and  thns  he  droof  to  an 

ende  475 

The  ferthe  day,  and   s^de,   he  wolde 
*      wende. 


69.  And  seyde,  *  leve  brother  Pandams, 
Intendestow  that  we  shul  here  bleve 
Til  Sarpedonn  wol  forth  congeyen  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  ^Kirer  that  we  toke  cor  leva 
For  goddes  love,  lat  ns  now  sone  at  eve 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  ns  tome; 
Foif  trdwely,  I  nil  not  thus  sojome.'    483 

70.  j^dar^  answerde,  *be  we  oomen 
hider 

To  fecchen  fyr^  and  rennen  hoom  ayeyn? 
Oed  helpe  me  so^  I  Dan  not  tellen  whider 
We  mighten  gocm^  if  I  shal  soothly  seyn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  ns  more  layn 
Than  Sari)edoQn ;  and  if  we  hennes  hye 
Thus  sodeiiBly»  I  holde  ii  vilanye,        490 

71.  Sin  thai  we  ses^den  thai  we  wolde 
Ueve 

With  him  a  wonke;   and  now,   thns 

sodeinly. 
The  ferthe  day  to  take  of  him  onr  leve, 
He  wolde  wondren  on  it,  trewely  I       494 
Lat  ns  holde  forth  oar  pnrpos  fermely ; 
And  sin  that  ye  bihighten  him  to  byde. 
Hold  forward  now,  and  after  lai  ns  ryde.' 

T2»  Thns  Pandams,  with  alle  peyne  and 

wo. 
Made  hinpi  to  dwelle ;  and  at  the  wonkes 

ende, 
Of  Saipedomi  they  toke  hir  leve  tho,   500 
And  on  hir  wey  they  spedden  hem  to 

wende. 
Qnod  Troilns,  *  now  god  me  grace  sonde,  , 
That  I  may  finden,  at  myn  hom-oominge, 
Czis^de  comen I'  And  iher-with  gan  ha 

iinge. 

98.  *  Ye,  haasKwode  V  thongfate  this  Pan- 
dare,  505 

And  tohixn'aelf  ftd  sofl^  he  seyde, 
*  Gkxt  woot,  refreyden  may  this  bote  fture  - 
Br  Oalkas  sende  Troilns  Criseyde  !*  \ 

But  nathelea,  he  japed  thns,  and  seyde. 
And  Bwor,   y-wis,   his  herte  him   wel 
bihighte,  510 

She  wolde  eome  as  sone  as  ever  she 
adglrte* 

7i.  Whan  they  nn-to  the  paleys  were 

y-comen 
Of  T^ilns,  they  donn  of  hors  alighte, 
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And  to  the  ohambie  hir  weiy  than  ban 

they  nomen. 
And  in-to  iTine  that  it  gan  to  nighte,  515 
They  qpaken  ot  Cria^de  the  bzighte. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  hem  bothe 

leste, 
They  spedde  hem  tro  the  soper  cm-to 

reate. 

75.  On  morwe,  aa  aone  aa  day  bigan  to 
dere, 

This '^oilnagan  of  hia  deep  t'alireyde,  520 
And  to  Pandare,  his  owene  brother  dere, 

*  For  love  of  god,'  ftal  pitonaly  he  aeyde, 

*  Aa  go  -we  seen  the  paleys  of  Oriseyde ; 
For  sin  we  yet  may  have  namore  ISaate, 
So  lat  us  seen  hir  paleya  at  the  leate.*  525 

76.  And  ther-with-al,  his  m^ynee  for  to 
blende, 

A  cattse  he  fond  in  tonne  for  to  go, 
And  ifi^  Crisesrdes  bous  they  gonnen  wende. 
Bat  lord !  this  sely  Troiliis  was  wo ! 
Him  thongbte  bis  aorwefhl  herte  braste 

a-two.  530 

^or  whan  he  saagfa  hir  dorea  spened  alle, 
Wei  neigh  for  sorwe  a-donn  he  gan  to 

fklle. 

^.  Therwith  whan  he  was  war  and  gan 

biholde 
How  shot  was  eveiy  windows  of  the  place, 
As  frost,  him  thongbte,  his  herte  gan  to 

colde;  535 

For  which  with  ohannged  deedlioh  pale 

fiice, 
With-onten  word,  he  fbrth  bigan  to  pace ; 
And,  as  god  wdde,  he  gan  so  ftste  lyde. 
That  no  wight  of  bis  oontanannoe  aspyd^ 

78.  Than  s^de  he  thus,  *0  paleys  desolai, 
O  hons,  of  bonsea  whj^om  beet  y-higfat, 
O  paloys  empty  and  disoonsolat,  54s 
O  thou  lanteme,  of  whioh  qnaynt  iw  the 

light, 
O  paleys,  whylom  day,  that  now  art  night, 
Wei  oughteetow  to  falle,  and  I  to  dye,  545 
Sin  she  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gye  I 

79.  O  paleys,  whylom  eronne  of  houses  alle, 
Enlomined  with  sonne  of  alle  blisse  I 


O  ring,  tro  whioh  the  mby  is  oat-&Ue, 
O  canse  of  wo,  that  canse  hast  been  of 

lissel  550 

Tet,  sin  I  may  no  bet,  fiiyn  wolde  I  kisse 
Thy  oolde  dores,  dorste  I  for  this  ronte ; 
And  &re-wel  shryne,  of  whioh  the  seynt 

isonte!* 

80.  Ther-witbheoasteonPandamsbisyS 
Withohanngedfttoe,  andpitons  to  biholde; 
And  whan  he  mig^te  his  tyme  aright 

aspye,  556 

Ay  aa  be  rood,  to  Buidams  he  tolde 
His  newe  sorwe,  and  eek  his  joyes  olde, 
So  pitondy  and  witib  so  dede  an  hewe, 
That  eveiywightmighte  on  his  sorwe  rewa. 

81.  Fro  thenneaforth  he  zydeth  np  and 
donn,  561 

And  eyeiy.  thing  00m  him  to  remem- 

brannoe 
As  he  rood  forth  by  plaoes  of  the  tonn 
In  whiohe  he  whylom  hadde  al  his  plea* 

annoe.  564 

*Lo,3rondsangh  I  myn  owene  lady  dannoe;  - 
And  in  that  temple,  with  hir  eyen  dere, 
Me  canghte  first  my  righte  lady  dere. 

8SL  And  yonder  have  I  herd  iUt  Instily 
Hy  dere  herte  langhe,  and  yonder  pl^ye 
Sangfa  I  hir  ones  eek  fUL  blisMly.        570 
And  yonder  ones  to  me  gan  she  seye, 
"  Now  goode  swete,  love  me  wel,  I  preya." 
And  yond  so  goodly  gan  she  me  biholde, 
That  tothadeethmyn  herte  is  to  hir  holda. 

88h'Andat  that  oomer,  in  the  yonder  bona,  • 
Herde  I  myn  alderieveat  lady  dere  576 
So  wommanly,  with  voya  melodions, 
Siagan  so  wel,  so  goodly,  and  BO  olare, 
That  in  my  sonle  yet  me  thinketh  I  here  j 
The  UisM  sonn;  and,  in  that  yonder! 
place,  580 

Ify  lady  first  me  took  nn-to  hir  grace.' 

84.  Thanne  thongbte  he  thns,  *0  bUsftil 

lord  Cupyde, 
Whanne  I  the  prooes  have  in  my  memoria, 
How  thon  me  hast  werroyed  on  every  syde, 
Men  migbte  a  book  make  of  it,  lyk  a  storie* 
What  node  is  thee  to  soke  on  me  viotori^ 
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Sin  I  am  Uiyn,  and  hooUy  at  thy  wiU«? 
What  joye  hastow  thyn  owene  folk  to 
•pille?  588 

85/  Wei  hastow,  lord,  y-wroke  on  me  thyn 

ire, 
Thoa  mighty  god,  and  dredfVil  for  to  greve ! 
Now  meroy,  lord,  thoa  irost  wel  I  dedre 
Thy  grace  moet,  of  allelnsteeleve.       59> 
And  live  and  deye  I  wol  in  thy  bileve ; 
For  whioh  I  n'axe  in  guerdon  but  a  bone, 
That  thoa  Cris^de  ayein  me  eende  lone. 

86.'l>istreyne  hir  herte  am  foste  to  zetome 
As  thon  doet  myn  to  longen  hir  to  fee ; 
Than  woot  I  wel,  thatahe  nil  not  eojoma. 
Kow,  blisfol  lord,  so  orael  thoa  no  be 
UnrtothebloodofTroye,Ipieyethee,  600 
As  Jono  was  im-to  the  Uood  Thebane, 
jFor  which  the  folk  of  Thebes  oanghte  hhr 


87.  And  after  this  he  ^  the  yatee  wente 
Ther^tf  Criseyde  oat-rooda  fol  good  paas, 
And  np  and  doon  ther  made  he  many 
awente,  605 

And  to  him-self  All  ofte  he  Sj^de  *allas ! 
From  hennes  rood  my  blisBe  and  my  solas  I 
As  wolde  blisfdl  god  now,  for  his  joye, 
1  mighte  hir  seen  ayein  oome  in-to  Troye. 

■  88/AndtotheyonderhilleIganhirgyde, 

Alias !  and  there  I  took  of  hir  my  leve ! 
,  And  yond  I  sao^  hir  to  hir  foder  zyde, 

For  sorwe  of  whioh  myn  herte  shal  to- 
cleve.  613 

And  hider  hoom  I  oom  whan  it  was  eve ; 

And  here  I  dweUe  oat-oast  from  alle  joye, 
.  And  shal,  till  mayseen  hir  eft  in  Troye.* 

89.  And  of  him-self  imagined  he  ofte 
To  ben  defot,  and  pale,  and  waxen  lesse 
Than  he  was  wont,  and  that  men  s^yde 

softe, 
*What  may  it  bef  who  can  the  sothe 

gesse  6jo 

Why  Troilns  hath  al  this  hevinesse  ?' 
And  al  this  nas  bat  his  malenoolye. 
That  he  hadds  of  him-self  swioh  fkntaiye. 

90.  Another  l^me  imaginen  he  wolde 
That  every  wight  that  wente  by  the  woye 


Had  of  him  roathe,  and  that  they  seyen 
sholde,     •  626 

*  I  am  right  sory  TxoUas  wol  doye.* 
And  thns  he  droof  a  day  yet  forth  or  tweye. 
Asyehaveherd,  swiohlyf  right  gan  he  lede. 
As  he  that  stood  bitwiien  hope  and  drede. 

91.  For  whioh  him  lyked  in  his  songes 
shewe  631 

Th'enoheson  of  his  wo,  as  he  best  mighte, 
And  make  a  song  of  wordes  bat  a  fewe, 
Somwhat  his  woftil  herte  for  to  li^te. 
And  whan  he  was  from  every  mannes 
sighte,  635 

With  softe  voys  he,  of  his  lady  dare, 
That  was  absent,  gan  singe  as  ye  mivyhera 

92.  *0  sterre,  of  whioh  I  lost  have  al  thd  i 
light,  ' 

With  herte  soor  wel  ooghte  I  to  bewayle, 
That  ever  derk  in  torment,  night  by  night, 
Toward  my  deeth  with  wind  in  store  I 
sayle ;  641 

For  whioh  the  tenthe  night  if  that  I  fayle 
The  gyding  of  thy  hemes  brighte  an  hoore^ 
Hy  ship  and  me  Caribdis  wol  devoore.' 

98.  This  song  when  he  thns  songenhadde, 
sone  645 

He  fil  ayein  in4o  his  ^ykes  olde ; 

And  every  night,  as  was  his  wone  to  done, 

He  stood  Ihe  brighte  mone  to  beholde. 

And  al  his  sorwe  he  to  the  mone  tolde ; 

And  seyde,  *  y-wis,  whan  thoa  art  homed 
newe,  650 

I  shal  be  glad,  if  al  the  world  be  trewe  f 

94.  I  saogh  thyn  homes  olde  eek  by  the 
morwe. 

Whan  hennes  rood  my  rights  lady  dare. 
That  caose  is  of  my  torment  and  my  sorwe ; 
For  whiohe,  Obri^te  Laoinathe  dere,  655 
For  love  of  god,  ren  foste  abonte  thy  spere ! 
For  whan  thynhomssnewe  ginne  qpiinge. 
Than  shal  die  oome,  that  may  my  blisse 
brings  1* 

95.  The  day  is  moce,  and  longer  every 
night, 

Than  they  be  wont  to  be,  him  thoaghte 
tho;  656 
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And  that  the  Sonne  wente  his   course 

tuuright 
By  lenger  way  than  it  was  wont  to  go ; 
And  seyde,  *y-wlB,  me  dredeth  ever-mo, ' 
The  sonnes  Bone,  Pheton,  be  on-lyve, 
And  that  hia&drescartamishedryve.*  6^ 

^6.  Upon  the  waUes  fiuste  eek  wolde  he 

waike, 
And  on  the  Grekes  ott  he  wolde  see, 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  he  wolde  talke, 
*  Lo,  yonder  is  myn  orwene  lady  free, 
Or  elles  yonder,  ther  tho  tentes  be  1     670 
And  thennes  oomth  this  eyr,  that  is  so 

sote, 
That  in  my  soole  tfele  it  doth  me  bote. 

97/ And  hardelj^  this  wind|  that  more  and 

more 
Thus  stoondemele  enoreseth  in  my  face, 
Isofmy  ladyesdepevykessore.  &js 

I  preye  it  thus,  for  in  non  othere  Jilace 
Of  al  this  toon^  save  onliohe  in  this  space, 
Fele  I  no  wind  that  sonnethsolykp^yne; 
It  seyth,  **  alias  I   why  twinned  be  we 

tweyne?"* 

96. '  This  longe  tyme  he  dryveth  forth  right 
thus,  680 

TSL  tally  passed  was  the  nynthe  night ; 
And  ay  bi-syde  him  was  this  Pandams, 
That  bisfily  dide  alle  his  ftille  might 
Him  to  oomfbrte,  and  make  his  hertelight ; 
TeviUge  him  hope  alwey,  the  tenthe  morwe 
*Iha,t  Ab  shal  oome,  and  stinten  al  his 

686 


99.  Up-on  that  other  «yde  eek  was  Gri- 

"Wltirwoinmen  fewe,  among  the  Oiekes 

sbronge; 
For  which  ftal  oAe  a  di^ 'aDas  t '  she  s^yde^ 
*  niat  I  was  bom !  Wei  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

Afbermydeeth;  Ibr  bow  live  I  to  longe! 
Alias !  and  I  ne  may  it  not  amende ; 
For  now  is  wors  than  ever  yet  I  wende. 

100.  Hytud&e  nil  for  tto-thingdo  me  grace 
To  goon  ayein,  for  nought  I  can  him 

qneme;  695 

Axid  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme  passe, 


My  Troilos  shal  in  his  herte  dome        697 
That  I  am  £Us,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 
Thus  shal  I  have  nnthank  on  every  syde ; 
That  I  waa  bom,  so  weylawey  the  tyde ! 

101.  ^  And  if  that  I  me  pntte  in  jnpartye. 
To  stele  awe^  by  nighte,  and  it  bifaUe 
That  I  be  canght,  I  shal  be  holde  a  spye ; 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  diede  I  most  of  alle, 

If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wreoohe  I  faJle, 
I  am  bat  lost,  al  be  myn  herte  trewe ;  706 
Now  mighty  god,  thoa  on  my  sorwe  r ewe ! ' 

102.  Fal  pale  y^waacen  was  hir  brighte  face, 
Hir  limes  loie,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
Stood  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  <m  the 

place  710 

Ther  die  was  bom,  and  ther  she  dwelt 

haddeay. 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias  I  she  lay^ 
And  thus  deepeired,  oat  of  alle  core. 
She  ladde  hir  lyf ,  this  woftd  creatore. 

106.  Fol  ofte  a  day  die  slgfate  eek  Air 
destresse,  715 

And  in  hir>sdf  She  wente  ay  i>ortrayinge 
Of  Troilos  the  grete  worthinesse. 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordes  recordinge 
Sin  first  that  day  hir  love  bigan  to  springe. 
And  thos  she  sette  hirwofhl  herte  a-fyre 
Thomgh  remembrannoe  of  that  she  gan 
deayre.  721 

101  In  al  this  mouM  ther  nis  so  orad 

herte 
That  hir  hadde  herd  oompleynen  in  hir 


That  n<dde  han  wcpea  fbr  hir  peynes 

■mertei 
So  tendrely  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and  morwe. 
Hir  nedede  no  teres  for  to  borwe.         736 
And  this  was  yetthe  worate  of  alhir  peyne, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  die  dorste  hix 

pleyne. 

106.  Ful  rewfUly  she  loked  np-on  Troye, 
Biheld  the  toorei  hdghe  and  eek  the 

730 
1'  quod  she,*  the  plesaonee  and  the 
joye 
The  whiche  that  now  al   tomed  xn-to 
gaUeis, 
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Have  I  had  ofbe  irith>inne  yonder  walles! 

0  TroiloB,  what  doitow  now/  iha  leyde ; 

*  Lord !  whether  yet  thoa  thenke  up-on 
Ori»eyde?  735 

106.  Alias !  Inehadde  trowed  on  yoor  lore, 
And  went  with  yow,  as  ye  me  radde  er  this ! 
Thanne  hadde  I  nownot  syked  half  so  sore. 
Who  mighte  have  s^yd,  that  I  had  doon 

a-mis 
To  stele  aw^  with  swioh  on  as  he  is?  740 
Bat  al  to  late  oometh  the  letoarie, 
Whan  men  the  con  nn-to  the  grave  oarie. 

107.' To  late  is  now  to  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Prodenoe,  alias  I  oon  of  thyn  eyen  three 
Ke  lakked  alwey,  er  that  I  cam  here ;  745 
On  tyme  y-passed,  wel  rememhred  me ; 
'^  And  present  tyme  eek  conde  I  wel  y-see. 
Bat  ftitar  iyme,  er  I  was  in  the  snare, 
Coade  I  not  seen ;  that  caoseth  now  my 
care.  749 

loa  Bat  natheles,  Utyde  what  hityde, 

1  shal  to-morwe  at  night,  hy  est  or  wests, 
Oat  of  this  ost  stele  on  som  maner  syde, 
And  go  with  Troilas  wher-as  him  leste. 
This  porpos  wol  I  holde,  and  this  is  heste. 
Ko  fors  of  wikked  tonges  jangleiye,      755 
For  ever  on  love  han  wrecches  had  envy  e. 

100.  For  who-00  wde  of  every  word  take 

hede. 
Or  rewlen  him  by  every  wightes  wit, 
Ke  shal  he  never  thryven,  oat  of  drede. 
For  that  that  som  men  blamen  ever  yit, 
Lo,  other  maner  folk  commenden  it.    761 
And  as  Ibr  me,  for  al  swioh  variaonce, 
Felioitee  clepe  I  mj  sofSsannoe. 

liof  For^Hiioh,with-oiitenanywordesmo, 
To  Troye  I  w<4,  as  for  oonolasioan.'      765 
Bat  god  it  wot,  er  fUly  monthee  two, 
She  was  ftil  fer  fro  that  entenoioan. 
For  bothe  l^roQns  and  Troye  toon 
Shal  knotteles  threnj^i-oQt  hir  herte 

slyde; 
For  she  wol  take  a  porpos  for  t'ahyda.  77a 

ill.  This  Diomede,  of  whom  yow  telle 
Goth  now,  with-iane  Kim-self  ay  argoinge 


With  al  the  sleighte  and  al  that  ever  he 

can, 
How  he  may  best,  with  shortest  taryinge, 
In-to  his  net  Criseydes  herte  bringe.    775 
To  this  entente  he  coade  never  fyne  ; 
To  flsshen  hir,  he  leyde  oat  hook  and  lyne. 

lis.  Bat  natheles,  wel  in  his  herte  he 

thoaghte. 
That  she  nas  nat  with-oate  a  love  in  Troye. 
For  never,  sithen  he  hir  thennes  brooghto, 
Ke  coade  he  seen  her  langhe  or  make 

joye.  761 

He  niste  how  beet  hir  herte  for  t*aooye. 

*  Bat  for  t'assaye,'  he  seyde,  *  it  nought 

ne  greveth ; 
Fdr  he  that  nooght  n'assayeth,  nought 
n'aoheveth.' 

118.  Tetseide  he  to him-self  upon  anight, 

*  Kow  am  I  not  a  fool,  that  woot  wel  how 
Hir  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight. 
And  here-ap-on  to  goon  assays  hir  now? 
I  may  wel  wite,  it  nil  not  been  my  prow. 
For  wyse  folk  in  bokes  it  expresse,       790 
"  ICenshalnotwoweawightinhevinesse." 

114L  Bat  who-io  mighte  winnen  swich 

a  flour 
From  him,  for  whom  she  mometh  night 

and  day, 
He  mifl^te  seyn,  he  were  a  oonqneronr.' 
And  right  anoon,  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
nioaghte  in  his  herte,  *happe,howhappe 

may,  796 

Al  sholde  I  deye,  I  wole  hir  herte  seche ; 
I  dial  no  more  lesen  but  my  speohe.* 

116.  ^is  Qiomede,  as  bokes  us  declare, 
Was  in  his  nodes  prest  and  oorageous ; 
With  stemevoys  and  mighty  limes  square, 
Hardy,  testif,  strong,  and  chevalrous 
Of  dedes,  lyk  his  &der  Tideua 
And  som  men  scyn,  he  was  of  tunge  large; 
And  heir  he  was  of  Calidoine  and  Arge,  805 

11^  Cris^yde  mene  was  of  hir  stature,     /  '^ 
Ther-to  of  shap,  of  &ce,  and  eek  of  chore, 
Ther  mighte  been  no  £edrer  creature. 
And  ofte  tyme  this  was  hir  manere, 
To  gon  y-tressed  with  hir  heres  dere  610 
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DoTin  by  hlr  ooler  at  hir  bak  bihinde, 
Which  with  a  threde  of  gold  she  wolde 
binde. 

117.  And,  save  hir  browesjoynedeny-fiQre, 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  in  ought  I  can  espyen ; 
But  for  to  speken  of  hir  eyen  clere,      815 
Lo,  trewely,  they  writen  that  hir  flyen, 

'  I  That  Paradys  stood  formed  in  hir  yOn. 
'  And  with  hir  riohe  beantee  ever-more 
Strof  love  in  hir,  ay  which  of  hem  was 
more. 

118.  She  sobre  was,  eek  simple,  and  wys 
with-al,  820 

The  beste  y-norisshed  eek  that  mighte  be. 
And  goodly  of  hir  speohe  in  general. 
Charitable,  estatliche,  Insty,  and  free ; 
Ne  never-mo  ne  lakkede  hir  pitee ; 
Tendre-herted,  slydinge  of  oorage ;       825 
>  But  trewely ,  I  can  not  telle  hir  age. 

119.  And  Troilnfwel  waxen  was  in  highte. 
And  oomplet  formed  by  proporoioan 

So  wel,  that  kinde  it  not  amenden  mighte ; 
Yong,  fresshe,  strong,  and  hardy  as  lyoon ; 
Trewe  as  steel  in  eoh  oondicioan  ;  831 
On  of  the  beste  enteohed  oreatore. 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 
dure. 

120.  And  certainly  in  Btorie  it  Is  y-foonde. 
That  Troiliis  was  never  nn-^  no  wight,  855 
As  in  his  tyme,  in  no  degree  seooonde 
In  dnrring  don  that  longeth  to  a  knight. 
Al  mighte  a  geannt  passen  him  of  might. 
His  herte  ay  with  the  flrste  and  with  the 

beste  839 

Stod  paregal,  to  dnrre  don  that  him  leste. 

121.  ISntfortotellenforthofDiomede:— 
It  fll  that  after,  on  the  tenthe  day, 

Sin  that  Griseyde  out  of  the  citee  yede. 
This  Diomede,  as  ficesshe  as  braonohe  in 

ICay, 
Com  to  the  tente  ther^M  Calkas  lay,    845 
And  feyned  him  with  Calkas  han  to  done ; 
But  what  he  mente,  I  shal  yow  telle  sone. 

122.  Crisoyde,  at  shorte  wordes  for  to  telle. 
Welcomed  him,  and  doon  by  hir  him  sette ; 
And  he  was  ethey-nongh  to  maken  dwelle. 


And  after  this,  with-outen  longs  lette,  851 
The  spyces  and  the  wjm  men  forth  hem 

fdtte; 
And  forth  they  speke  of  this  and  that 

y-fere. 
As  freendes  doon,  of  which  som  dial  ye 

here. 

128.  He  gaa  first  fiEkQen  of  the  werre  in 
speohe  855 

Bitwixe  hem  and  the  folk  of  Troye  tonn ; 
And  of  th'aasege  he  gan  hir  eek  l^yseohe, 
To  telle  him  what  was  hir  opinioon. 
Fro  that  demannde  he  so  descendeth  donn 
To  aaken  hir,  if  that  hir  stratinge  thonghte 
The  Grekes  gyse,  and  werkes  that  they 
wronghte?  86x 

124.  And  why  hir  fhder  tarieth  so  longe 
To  wedden  hir  un-to  som  worthy  wight  ? 
Griseyde,  that  was  in  hir  peynes  strongs  ' 
For  love  of  Troilns,  hir  owene  knight,  S6s 
As  fer-forth  as  she  oonning  hadde  ot 

might, 
Answerde  him  tho ;  but,  as  of  his  entente, 
It  semed  not  she  wiste  what  he  mente. 

125.  But  natheles,  this  iike  Diomede 
Gan  in  him«4elf  assure,  and  thusheseyde, 
*  If  ioh  aright  have  taken  of  yow  hede,  871 
He  thinketh  thus,  O  ladymyn,  Griseyde, 
That  sin  I  first  hond  on  your  bxydel 

loyde, 
Whan  ye  out  come  of  Troye  l^  the  morwe, 
Ke  ooude  I  never  seen  yow  but  in  sorwe. 

126.^  Gan  I  not  seyn  what  may  the  cause 
be  876 

But-if  for  love  of  som  Troyan  it  were. 
The  which  right  sore  wolde  athinken  ma 
That  ye,  for  any  wight  that   dweUeth 

there, 
Sholdenspille  a  quarter  of  a  tere,        880 
Or  pitously  your-selven  so  bigyle ; 
For  dredelees,  it  is  nought  worth  the 
whyle. 

127.'^  The  folk  of  Troye,  as  who  seyth,  alle 

and  some 
In  preson  been,  as  ye  your-selven  see ; 
For  thennes  shal  not  oon  osi4yve  oome  885 
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Far  al  tlie  gold  Utwizen  soxme  and  see. 
Trosteth  ml,  and  nndentondeth  me, 
Ther  Bhal  not  oon  to  meroy  goon  on-Iyve, 
Al  were  he  lord  of  worldef  twytti  fyvt  I 

128.^Swich  wreohe  on  hem,  for  feoohing 

of  Eleyne,  890 

Ther  shal  be  take,  er  that  we  hennee 

wende, 
That  Kanee,  which  that  goddee  ben  of 

peyne, 
Shal  been  agast  that  Orekee  wol  hem 

shende. 
And  men  shxil  drede,  nn-to  the  worldes 

ende,  894 

From  hennes-forth  to  rsvisahe  any  qnene, 
60  omel  ihal  our  wreohe  on  hem  be  sene. 

120.  And  but-if  Oalkai  lede  na  with  am- 
bages, 

That  is  to  aeyn,  with  doable  wordes  dye, 

8wich  as  men  clepe  a  **  word  with  two 
-visages,'' 

Ye  shnl  wel  knowen  that  I  nought  ne 
lye,  900 

And  al  this  thing  right  seen  it  with  yonr 

yfi, 

And  that  anoon ;  ye  nil  not  trowe  how 

sone; 
Kow  taketh  heed,  for  it  is  for  to  done. 

180.  What  wene  ye  your  wyse  £Ader 
wolde 

Han  yeven  Antenor  for  yow  anoon,     905 
If  he  ne  wiste  that  the  citee  sholde 
Destroyed  been?    Why,   nay,  so   mote 

I  goon! 
He  knew  ftd  wel  ther  shal  not  scapen  oon 
That  Troyan  is ;  and  for  the  grete  fere, 
*  He  doiBte  not,  ye  dwelte  longer  there.  910 

181.  What  wole  ye  more,  loibom  lady 
dere? 

JjbA  Troye  and  Troyan  fro  your  herte 

paoe ! 
2>ryf  out  that  bittre  hope,  and  make  good 

ohere, 
And  clepe  ayein  the  beautee  of  your  £Ebce, 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  defkce.        915 
For  Troye  is  bronght  in  swich  a  japartye. 
That,  it  to  save,  is  now  no  remedyel 


182.  Andthenkethwel,yeshalinGreke8 

flnde 
A  more  parfit  love,  er  it  be  night. 
Than  any  Troyan  is,  and  more  kinde,  920 
And  bet  to  serven  yow  wol  doon  hitf 

might. 
And  if  ye  Tonohe  saof,  my  lady  bright, 
I  wol  ben  he  to  seryen  yow  my-selve, 
Ye,  lever  than  be  lord  of  Oreces  tw^ve  I' 

188.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  waxen 
reed,  925 

And  in  his  speche  a  litel  wight  he  quook, 
And  caste  arsyde  a  litel  wight  his  heed, 
And  stinte  a  whyle ;  and  afterward  awook, 
And  sobrdlohe  on  hir  he  threw  his  look. 
And  SQyde, '  I  am,  al  be  it  yow  no  joye, 
As  gentil  man  as  any  wight  in  Troye.  931 

184.^  For  if  my  fkder  Tydens,*  he  s^yde, 
*  Y-lived  hadde,  I  hadde  been,  er  this, 
Of  Oalidoine  and  Arge  a  king,  Cris^e ! 
And  so  hope  I  that  I  shal  yet,  y-wis.    935 
But  he  was  slayn,  alias  f  the  more  harm 

Unhappily  at  Thebes  al  to  rathe, 
Polymites  and  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

186.'  But  herte  myn,  sin  that  I  am  yonr 


And  been  the  ferste  of  whom  I  seche 
grace,  940 

To  serven  yon  as  hertely  as  I  can, 
And*ever  shal,  whyl  I  to  live  have  space. 
So,  er  that  I  departe  out  of  this  place, 
Ye  wol  me  grannte,  that  I  may  to-morwe, 
At  bettre  leyser,  telle  yow  my  sorwe.'  945 

186.  What  shold  I  telle  his  wordes  that  he 
seyde? 

He  spak  y-now,  for  o  day  at  the  meste ; 
It  preveth  wel,  he  spak  so  that  Qriseyde 
Grannted,  on  the  morwe,  at  his  reqneste. 
For  to  spoken  with  him  at  the  leste,      950 
So  that  he  nolde  speke  of  swich  matere ; 
And  thns  to  him  she  s^e,  as  ye  may 
here: 

187.  As  she  that  hadde   hir  herte   on 
Troilns 

So  faste,  that  ther  may  it  noon  arace ; 
And  stranngely  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus : 
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'O  Diome<le,  I  love  that  ilke  plaoe        95^ 
Ther  I   was   bom;  and  Joves,  for  his 

grace, 
Delivere  it  lone  of  al  that  doth  it  oare  I 
Ood,  for  thy  might,  so  leve  it  wel  to  £ftre  ! 

18a  That  Grekes  woldo  hir  vraththe  on 
Troyewreke,  960 

If  that  they  mighte,  I  knowe  it  wel, 
y-wis. 

Bat  it  shal  not  hifallen  asye  8|>ekie ; 

And  god  to-fom,  and  ferther  over  this, 

I  wot  my  fader  wys  and  redy  is ; 

And  that  he  me  hath  bought,  as  ye  me 
tolde,  965 

So  dere,  I  am  the  more  nn-to  him  holde. 

189".  That  Orekes   been   of  heigh   oon- 

dloionn, 
I  woot  eek  wel ;  but  oertein,  men  shal 

finde 
As  worthy  folk  with-inne  Troye  toon. 
As  conning,  and  as  parfit  and  as  kinde, 
As  been  bitwixen  Oroades  and  Inde.     971 
And  that  ye  ooude  wel  your  lady  serve, 
I  trowe  eek  wel,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve, 

140/  But  as  to  speke  of  love,  y-wis,'  she 

seyde, 
*I  hadde  a  lord,  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whos  myn  herte  al  was,  tU  that  he 

deyde ;  976 

And  other  love,  as  helps  me  now  Pallas, 
Ther  in  myn  herte  nis,  ne  never  was. 
And  that  ye  been  of  noble  and  heigh 

kinrede, 
I  have  wel  herd  it  tellen,  oat  of  drede.  980 

lil.*^  And  that  doth  me  to  ban  to  gret  a 

wonder. 
That  yo  wol  soomen  any  womman  so. 
Eek,  god  wot,  love  and  I  be  fer  arsonder; 
I  am  disposed  bet,  so  mote  I  go, 
Un-to  my  deeth,  to  pleyne  and  maken 

wa  985 

What  I  shal  after  doon,  I  can  not  seye ; 
Bat  trewely,  as  yet  me  list  not  ^ye. 

142.^  Myn  herte  is  now  in  tribolaoioan, 
And  ye  in  armes  bisy,  day  by  day. 
Hero-after,  whan  ye  woonen   han  the 
toan,  990 


Paraonter,  thanne  so  it  happen  may, 
That  whan  I  see  that  I  never  er  say. 
Than  wole  I  werke  that  I  never  wrooghte ! 
This   word   to  yow   y-nongh   saffysen 
onghte. 

liS.'^To-morwe  eek  wol  I  speke  with  yow 

fey^i  995 

So  that  ye  toaohen  nought  of  this  matere. 
And  whan  yow  list,  ye  may  oome  here 

ay^yn; 
And,  er  ye  gon,  thus  muohe  I  seye  yow 

here: 
As  helpe  me  Pallas  with  hir  heres  dere, 
If  that  I  sholde  of  any  Greek  han  roathej 
It  sholde  be  your-selven,  by  my  troathe ! 

144.'^*I  8^  not  therfore  that  I  wol  yoW 
love,  1003 

He  I  sey  not  nay,  but  in  oonolusioun, 
I  mene  wel,  by  god  that  sit  above  : ' — 
And  ther-with-al   she   caste   hir   eyen 

doun, 
And  gan  to  oyke,  and  seyde,  *  O  Troye 
toun,  1006 

Yet  bidde  I  god,  in  quiete  and  in  reste 
I  may  yow  seen,  or  do  myn  herte  breste.* 

146.  ]Snt  in  eflbot,  and  shortly  for  to  seye. 
This  Diomede  al  fireshly  newe  ayeyn  ioiq 
Gan  pressen   on,  and  fkste  hir  mercy 

Tpxeye ;  loii 

And  after  this,  the  sothe  for  to  seyn, 
Hir  glove  he  took,  of  which  he  was  ftil 

fayn. 
And  fynaUy,  whan  it  was  waxen  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve.  X015 

146.  The  bri^te  Venus  fblwede  and  ay 


The  wey,  ther  brode  Phebns  doun  alig^te ; 
And  Qynthea  hir  ohar-hors  over«aughte 
To  whirle  out  of  the  I^yon,  if  she  mighte ; 
And  Signifer  his  candelesshewed  brighte. 
Whan  that  Criseyde  un-to  hir  bedde 
wente  imi 

In-with  hir  ikdres  fiure  brighte  tente. 

147.  Retoming  in  hir  soole  ay  up  and 

doun 
The  wordos  of  this  sodein  Diomede, 
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Hie  greet  estet,  and  peril  of  the  toon,  1025 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  freendaa   help;   and  thai  Ugan  to 

brede 
The  oanae  why,  the  eothe  for  to  telle, 
That  she  tok  ftilly  pnrpos  for  to  dwelle. 

148,  The  m<nrwQ  00m,  and  gooetly  for  to 
fpeke,  1Q30 

This  Diomede  Is  oome  xin-to  Criaeyde, 
And  shortly,  lest  that  ye  my  tale  broke, 
80  irel  he  for  hUn-eelve  spak  and  seyde. 
That  alle  hir  sykes  sore  adonn  he  l^^de. 
And  fynally,  the  eothe  for  to  eeyne,    1Q35 
He  refte  hir  of  the  grete  of  al  hir  peyne. 

U9.  And  after  this  the  ftoiyteUeth  Hi, 
That  ihe  him  yaf  Uie  iedn  baye  etede, 
The  which  he  ones  wan  of  Troilni ; 
And  eek  a  broohe  (and  that  waa  litel 

nede)  ^  1040 

That  Troilns  wae,  she  yaf  this  Diomede. 
And  eek,  the  bet  firasn  sorwe  him  to 

relere, 
She  made  him  were  a  pencel  of  hir  slere. 

160.  I  flnde  eek  in  the  stories  elles-where, 
Whan  through  the  body  hnrt  was  Dio- 
mede 1045 

Of  Troilns,  tho  weep  She  many  a  tere, 
Whan  that  she  aragh  his  wyde  woondes 

blede; 
And  that  she  took  to  kepen  him  good 

hede, 
And  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  smerte. 
Ken  seyn,  I  not,  that  she  yaf  him  hir 

herte.  1050 

161.  Bot  trewely,  the  story  telleth  ns, 
Ther  made  never  womman  more  wo 
Than  she,  whan  that  she  fidsed  TroilnSL 
She  seyde,  *  alias  I  for  now  is  dene  a-go 
My  name  of  troathe  in  love,  for  ever-mo  I 
?or  I  have  fidsed  oon,  the  gentUeste 
^3iat  ever  was,  and  oon  the  worthieste ! 

169.  ^Allas,  of  me,  nn-to  the  worldes  ends, 
Shal  neither  been  y-writen  nor  y-songe 
No  good  word,  £or  thise  bokea  wol  me 
shende,  xo6o 

O,  rolled  shal  I  been  on  many  a  ionge  I 


Throngh-oat  the  world  my  belle  shal  be 

ronge ; 
And  wommen  most  wol  hate  me  of  alle. 
Alias,  that  swioh  a  oaa  me  sholde  ftlle  I 

168.^They  wol  seyn,  In  as  mnohe  as  in 
me  is,  1065 

I  have  hem  doom  dishonour,  weylawey ! 
Al  be  I  not  the  flrste  that  dide  amis, 
What  helpeth  that  to  do  my  blame  awey  ? 
Bat  sin  I  see  there  Is  no  bettre  way, 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  me  to  rewe,     <j^ 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  be  trewe.      1071  '^ 

164.*^  Bat  Troilns,  sin  I  no  better  may. 
And  sin  that  thus  departen  ye  and  I, 
Yet  pr^ye  I  god,  bo  yeve  yow  right  good 

day 
As  for  the  gentHeste,  trewely,  1075 

That  ever  I  say,  to  serven  feithfhlly, 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kepe  :* — 
And  with  that  word  she  brast  anon  to 

wepe. 

166.  *And  oertes,  yow  ne  haten  shal  I 


And  freendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of 
me,  1080 

And  my  good  word,  almighte  Iliven  ever. 

And,  trewely,  I  wolde  sory  be 

For  to  seen  yow  in  advenritee. 

And  giltelees,  I  woot  wel,  I  yow  leve ; 

Bat  al  shid  passe ;  and  thos  take  I  my 
leve.'  X085 

16e.  Bat  trsiwaly,  how  longe  it  was  bi- 

twene, 
That  she  for-sook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
Ther  is  non  aoctor  telleth  it,  I  wene. 
Take  every  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede ; 
He  shal  no  terme  flnden,  oat  of  drede. 
For  thoni^  that  he  bigan  to  wowe  hir 

sone,  1091 

Br  he  hir  wan,  yet  was  ther  more  to  done. 

167.  He  me  ne  list  this  sely  womman 

ehyde 
Father  than  the  stoiy  wol  devyse. 
Hir  name,  alias !  is  pablisshed  so  wyde. 
That  for  hir  giH  it  oag^te  y-now  sofiyser 
And  if  I  mighte  ezouse  hir  any  wyse, 
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'  For  she  so  soxy  was  for  hir  nniroatlM, 
T-wis,  I  wolde  exonse  hir  yet  fur  roothe. 

168.  This  TroUos,  as  I  bifom  ha^raliold, 
Thus  dxyveth  forth,  as  wel  as  he  hath 

nii^t.  iioi 

But  often  'was  his  herte  hoot  and  ooldf 
And  namely,  that  ilke  nynthe  night, 
Which  on  the  moirwe  she  hadde  him 

l^hight 
To  oome  ayein :  god  wot,  ibl  litel  resta 
Hadde  he  that  night ;  no-thing  to  alapQ 

himleste.  1106 

159.  The  lanrer-ovovmed  Fhehus,  with  his 
hete, 

Gan,  in  his  oonrse  ay  ig^ward  as  he  wente, 
To  -warmen  of  fth*  est  see  the  wawes  wete ; 
And  Nisos  do^ghter  song  with  fresh  en* 

tente,  mo 

Whan  Troilna  his  Pandare  after  sente ; 
And   on   the   walles  of  the  toon  they 

pleyde, 
To  loke  if  they  can  seen  ought  of  Criseyde. 

160.  Til  it  was  noon,  they  stoden  fbr  to 
see 

,  Who  that  ther  oome ;  and  every  manor 
wight,  11x5 

That  cam  fro  fear^  they  seyden  it  was  she, 
Til  that  they  oonde  hnoweix  him  a-ri^t, 
Now  was  his  herte  dal,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thus  l^-japod  stondmi  for  to  stare 
Ahoate  nought,  this  Troilns  and  Buidare. 

161.  To  Ptodaras  this  l^ihxs  tho  seyde, 
*For  ought  I  wot,  bi-for  noon,  sikerly, 
In-to  this  tonn  ne  eomth  nooght  here 

OriseydOk 
She  hath  y-^now  to  done,  hardUly,        x  124 
To  wiimen  from  hir  fiMlM>,  so  trowe  I ; 
Hir  olde  fader  wol  yet  xnake  hir  dyne 
Hr  that  she  go;  god  yeve  his  herte  pyne!' 

162.  Pandare  answerde,  *  it  may  wel  be, 
oerteyn ; 

!  And  for-thy  lat  ns  dyne,  I  thee  biseohe ; 
And  after  noon  than  mayst  thou  oome 

•yoyn.*  113a 

And    hoom  they  go,   with-onte  more 

fl^echej 


And  comen  ayein,  but  longe  may  th^ 

seohe 
Er  that  they  flnde  that  they  after  cape ; 
Fortune  hem  bothe  thenketh  for  to  jape. 

168.  Qnod  Troilos,  *  I  see  wel  now,  that 
Bhe  1135 

Is  taried  with  hir  olde  fSader  so, 

That  er  she  oome,  it  wol  neigh  even  be. 

Com  forth,  I  wol  nn-to  the  yate  go. 

Thise  portoors  been  nnkoimixige  ever-mo; 

And  I  wol  doon  hem  holden  up  the  yate 

As  nonght  ne  were,  al-thoogh  she  come 
late.*  1x41 

164.  The  day  goth  ftste,  and  after  that 

oomth  eve. 
And  yet  com  nonght  to  Troilns  Cris^e. 
He  loketh  forth  by  hegge,  by  tree,  by 

greve. 
And  ftr  his  heed  over  the  wal  he  leyde.  - 
And  at  the  laste  he  tomed  him,  and 

seyde,  1146 

•  By  god,I  weot  hirmening  now,Pandare! 
Al-most,  y-wis,  al  newe  was  my  care. 

165.*^  Now  donteles,  this   lady   can   hir 

good; 
I  woot,  she  meneth  ryden  privacy.      1150 
I  comende  hir  wysdom,  hy  myn  hood ! 
She  wol  not  maken  peple  nyoely 
Ganre  on  hir,  whan  she  comth;  but 

softely 
By  nighte  in-to  the  toon  she  thenketh 

ryde, 
And,  dere  bcotlier,  th«»k  not  longe  V 

ftbyde,  1155 

166,"^ We  han  nought  elles  for  to  doon, 

y-wis. 
And  Pandarus,  now  woltow  trowen  me? 
Have  )iere  |n^  trouthe,  I  see  hir !  yond 

she  is, 
Heve  up  thyn  eyep,  man !  maystow  not 

see?* 
Pandare  ansvrer^e,  *nay,  so  mote  I  thee  1 
AI  wrong,  by  god ;  what  seystow,  man, 
.    wherart?  xi6i 

Ihat  I  see  yond  nis  but  a  &ro-oart' 

167.  « Alias,  thou  seist  right  sooth,*  qnod 
TroUija; 

*  But  hardely,  it  la  not  al  for  nought  1164 
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That  in  myn  heite  I  now  njoyM  thna. 
It  is  ayein  som  good  I  kave  a  thooghi. 
Koot  I  not  how,  bat   tin   that  I  was 

wrought, 
Ne  fSalte  I  ewich  a  oonftnt,  dar  I  Mye ; 
She  comth  to-night,  my  lyf,  that  draite 

Ileye!' 

168.  Pttndare  answerde,  *  it  may  be  wel, 
y-nongh*;  1170 

And  held  wiUl  him  of  al  that  eyer  he 

Beyde; 
Bat  in  his  herte  he  thooghte,  and  softe 

loogh, 
And  to  hinuMlf  fill  sobrely  ha  leyde : 
*  From  haael-wode,  ther  Joly  Bobin  pleyde, 
Shal  ooma  al  that  that  thoa  al^ydeat 

here ;  1175 

!  Te,iarfr-welaltheanowof£Bnieyare!' 

169.  ThewaardeinoftheyateagaintOQaUe 
The  folk  which  that  with*oaite  the  yaiea 

were, 
And  bad  ham  dxyvan  in  hhr  beatea  alia, 
Or  al  the  night  they  moete  bleren  there, 
'  And  fer  with^  ths  night,  with  many 

a  tere,  1181 

ThiM  Trothis  gan  hoomwavd  Ibr  to  xyde ; 
IVwwel  he  seatiiL  it  halpatk  aooght  tV 

byde. 

170  BatnB£helea,heg1addedhiminthi0; 
He  thooghte  he  miiaooanted  hadde  his 

day,  1185 

And  sey  de, '  I  nnderatonde  have  al  a-mis. 
For  thilke  night  I  last  Oriseyde  say^ 
She  seyde,  "  I  shal  ben  here,  if  that  I 

may, 
Er  that  the  mone,  0  dere  herte  swete  t 
The  Iiyon  passe,  oat  of  this  Ariete.'*    1190 

171.  For  which  she  may  yet  holde  al  hir 

biheste.' 
And  on  the  morwe  tuirto  the  yate  he 

wente. 
And  np  and  down,  hy  west  and  eek  by 

este, 
UpK>n  the  wanes  made  he  many  a  wente. 
But  al  for  noaght ;  his  hope  alw^  him 

blente;  1195 


For  which  at  ni^t,  in  sorwii  and  sykes 

sore 
He  wente  him   hoom,  with-o«ten  any 

moK«. 

173.  This  hope  al  oleae  ont  of  his  herte 

fiedde, 
He  nath  wher-on  now  longer  for  to  honge ; 
Bat  ISor  the  peyiM  him  thooghte  his  herte 

bledde,  laoo 

So  were  his  thxowas  iharpe  and  wonder 

strongs. 
For  when  he  mxtf^  that  she  abood  so 

longe. 
He  niste  what  he  joggen  of  it  mighte, 
Sin  Bbm  liai&  broken  that  she  him  hU 

highte. 

178.  The  thridde,  fertha,  fUle,  sbcU  day 
After  tho  dayes  ten,  of  which  I  tolde, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  drede  his  herte  lay, 
Yet  som-what  trosUnge  on  hirhestesolde. 
Bat  whan  he  aaogh  she  noMa  hir  terme 

holde, 
He  can  now  seen  non  other  remedye,  laio 
Bat  Ibr  to  shape  him  some  fbr  to  dye. 

17i.  Ther-with  tha  wikked  spirit,  god  as 


Which  that  men  olepeth  wode  j»loo<yQ, 
Qan  in  him  erepe,  in  al  this  heTinesse ; 
For  which,  by-«*nse  he  wolde  sone  dye, 
Ho  ne  eet  ne  dronk,  Ibr  his  malenoolye, 
And  eek  from  every  oompanye  he  fiedde ; 
This  was  the  lyf  that  al  the  tyme  he 
leddSd 

175.  He  iD  defi»t  was,,  thai  ao  maner  man 
Unnethe  mighte  him   know9  ther   he 

wente;  laso 

So  was  he  lene,  and  th«f*to  pale  and  wan, 
And  feUe,  that  he  walketh  by  potente ; 
AM  with  his  iia  ha  thui  himHBlyea 

shente. 
And  who-soasMdhlmwhav-ofkim  smerte, 
He  seyde,  his  harm  was  al  aboate  his 

herte.  1M5 

176^  Piyam  tal  ofta,  and  eek  his  moder 

dere. 
His  bretheran  and  his  sostren  gonne  him 

freyna 
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Wby  he  so  lorwftil  'wms  in  al  his  ohere, 
And  what  thing  wag  the  canse  <^  al  hia 

pe3nie? 
But  al  for  nought ;  he  nolde  hia  oanae 

pleyne,  1^30 

Bat  seyde,  he  felte  a  grevona  maladye 
A-bonte  his  herte,  and  fkyn  he  wolde  dye. 

177  So  on  a  day  he  leyde  him  doim  to 

■lepe, 
And   80   biliBl   that   in   his   sleep  him 

thoughte, 
Thatinaforeat&stehewelktowepe  1235 
For  lore  of  hir  that  him  these  p^ynes 

wrottghte; 
And  up  and  doon  as  he  the  forest  soaghte, 
He  mette  he  saugh  a  boojr  with  tnskes 

grete, 
That  sleep  ayein  the  bright  sonnes  hete. 

17a  And  by  this  boor,  fkste  in  his  aimes 

folde,  1340 

Lay  kisring  ay  his  Udy  bright  Oriseyde: 
For  sorwe  of  which,  whan  ho  it  gan 

biholde, 
And  for  despyt,  oat  of  his  slope  he  breyde, 
And  loade  he  oxydo  on  Pandaros,  and 

seyde, 
*0  Pandaras,  now  knows  I  crop  and 

xote !  1245 

I  nam  bat  deed,  ther  nis  non  other  bote  t 

179/ Ky  lady  bright  Criseyde  hath  mo 

bitrayed. 
In  whom  I  trasted  most  of  any  wifl^t, 
She  elles-whero    hath    now   hir  herto 

apayed; 
The  blisftil  goddes,   throogh  hir  grete 

might,  it5o 

Han  in  my  dreem  y«hewed  it  ftd  ri^t. 
Thos  in   my  dreem   Criseyde   I   have 

biholde'-- 
And  al  this  thing  to  Pandaras  he  tolde^ 

180.  *0  my  Odssyde,  alias  1  what  sabtilr 

teo, 
"What  newe  last,  what  beaatee,   what 

science,  1355 

"What  wrattho  of  jasto  oaose  have  3^0  to 

me? 
.What  gilt  of  me,  what  fel  ezperienoe 
Hath  firome  raft,  allasi  thyn  advartenoe? 


0  trast,  O  feyth,  O  depe  aseoraonoe, 
Who  hath  mo  reft  Qnseydo,  al  my  ple- 

saanoo  ?  ia6o 

181.^  Alias  I  why  leet  I  yon  from  hennes- 

For  which  wel  neigh  oat  of  my  mt  I 

breyde? 
Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes  mo  ?     W 
God  wot  I  wende,  O  lady  bright,  Criseyde, 
That  every  word  was  gospel  that  ye  seyde  I 
Bat  who  may  bet  bigylen,  if  him  liste,  1266 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weneth  beet  to 

triste? 

182.^What  shal  I  doon,  my  Pandaras, 
aUas! 

1  fele  now  so  sharpe  a  newe  peyne, 
Sin  that  ther  is  no  remedie  in  this  oas, 
That  bet  were  it  I  with   myn  hondes 

tweyne  1271 

ICy-selven  slow,  than  alwoy  thas  to  pleyne. 
For  throogh  my  doeth  my  wo  sholde  han 

anende, 
Thor  evexy  day  with  lyf  my-self  I  shondo.* 

188.  Pandare  answorde  and  seyde,  *allaa 

the  whyle  1275 

That  I  was  bom;  have  I  not  s^  erthis, 

That  dromss  many  a  manor  man  bigyle? 

And  why?  for  folk  ezpoanden  hem  a-misL 

How  darstow  s^yn  that  fkls  thy  lady  is, 

For  any  dreem,  ti^t  for  thyn  oweno 

dredo?  1280 

Lat  be  this  thought,  thoa  oanstno  dremee 

redo. 

184.^  Paraanter,  thor  thoa  dremest  of  this 

boor,  { 

It  may  so  be  that  it  may  signifye 
Hir  £Bhder,  which  that  old  is  and  eek  hoor, 
Ayein  the  sonne  lyth,  on  poynt  to  dsre,  1285 
And  she  for  sorwe  ginneth  wepe  and  oiye, 
And  kisseth  him,  ther  he  lyth  on  the 

groando; 
Thas  dinldestow  thy  dreem  a-right  ez«  ' 
poande.' 

186.  *How  mighte  I  thanne  do?'  qaod 

Troilos, 
*To  knows  of  this,  ye,  were  it  never  so 

lyto?*  la^o 
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'  Now  BByahow  wyilj/  quod  thiflPaadanig, 
*Hy  reed  is  this,  sin  thoo  osnst  wel 

endyte, 
That  hastely  a  lettre  thou  hir  -wiyte, 
Thomgh  whioh  tho«i  shalt  ivel  Ijcingenit 

aboate, 
To  knowe  a  sooth  of  that  thoa  art  in 

donte.  1J95 

186/ And  see  now  why;  for  this  I  dar  wel 

■eyn, 
That  if  so  is  that  she  nntrewe  be, 
I  can  not  trowe  that  she  wol  wryte  ayeyn. 
And  if  she  wiyte,  thou  shalt  fiol  sone  see, 
As  whether  she  hath  any  libertee       1300 
•To  come  ayein,  or  elles  in  som  daose, 
If  she  be  let,  she  wol  assigns  a  cause. 

1875  Thou  hast  not  writen  hir  sin  that 
she  wente, 

Nor  Bhe  to  thee,  and  this  I  dorste  leye, 

Ther  may  swioh  cause  been  in  hir  en- 
tente, 1305 

-That  hardely  thon  wolt  thy-eelven  s^ye, 

That  hir  a-bood  the  beste  is  for  yow  tweye. 

Now  wryte  hir  thanne,  and  thou  shalt 
fele  sone 

Asotheofal;  ther  is  no  more  to  done.' 

188.  Acordedbeentothisconolusioan,  1310 
And  that  anoon,  these  ilhe  lordes  two ; 
And  hastely  sit  Xroilns  adoon, 

And  rolleth  in  his  herte  to  and  firo, 
"How  he  may  best  disdyren  hir  his  wa 
And  to  Criseyde,  his  owene  lady  dare,  1315 
^e  wropt  fij^ht^tl^iu^  and  ssyde  as  ye  may 
here. 

\i.  Mi:., 

189.  'Bight  ^reashe  floor,  whos  I  haTe 
been  and  shal, 

With-onten  part  of  elles-where  servyse, 
With  herte,  body,  ly^  lust,  thought,  and 

al; 
I,  wofdl  wight,  in  every  humble  wyse  i3ao 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  devyse, 
As  ofte  as  matere  occupyeth  place, 
Ke  recomaunde  un-toyonrnoble  grace. 

190.  Lyketh  it  yow  to  witen,  swete  herte^ 
As  ye  wel  knowe  how  longe  tyme  agoon 
That  ye  me  lafte  in  aspie  psjyaes  smerte, 


Whan  that  ye  wente,  of  which  yet  bote 
noon  i^j 

Have  I  non  had,  but  erer  wers  bigoon 
Fio  di^  to  day  am  I,  and  so  mot  dwelle. 
While  it  yow  list,  of  wele  and  wo  my 
weUel  1330 

191.'  For  whioh  to  yow,  with   dredful 

herte  trewe, 
Iwrjrte,  ashethatsorwedrs^fthtowiyte, 
My  wo,  that  erexy  houre  encreseth  newe, 
Oomplsyninge  as  I  dar  or  can  endyte. 
Andthatde£Msedis,thatmayyewyte  1335 
The  teres,  whioh  that  fro  myn  eyen  reyne, 
That  wolde  speke,  if  that  they  ooude,  and 

pl^yne, 

19SL'^  Yow  ilxst  biseehe  I,  that  your  eyen 

dere 
To  look  on  this  dsfimled  ye  not  holde ; 
And  orer  al  this,  that  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
WolToucho  sauf  this  lettre  tobihdde.  134c 
And  Vy  the  cause  eek  of  my  oares  oolde. 
That  sleeth  my  wit,  if  ought  amis  me 

asterte, 
IVMvyeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte. 

198.^  If  any  servant  dorste  or  ooghte  of 

rigli*  1345 

Up-on  his  lady  pHousIy  oomplsyne. 
Than  wene  I,  ttiat  ioh  oughte  be  that 

wight. 
Considered  this,  that  ye  these  monthes 

tweyne 
Han  taried,  ther  ye  seydan,  sooth  to 

sayne, 
Bntdayestenyenoldeinostsojoume,  1350 
9ut  in  two  monthes  yet  ye  not  retoumfli 

194.  But  for-as-muohe  as  ma  mot  nodes 

lyke 
Al  that  yow  list,  I  dar  not  pleyne  more, 
But  humblely  with  sorwfVil  sykes  oyke ; 
Tow  wxyte  ich  myn  unresty  sorwes  sore. 
Fro  day  to  day  desyring  ever-more     1356 
To  knowen  AxUy,  if  your  wil  it  were. 
How  ye  han  ferd  and  doon,  whyl  ye  be 

there. 

196."  The  whos  wel-fiure  and  hole  eek  go^ 

encresse  1359 

In  honour  swioh,  that  upward  in  degree; 
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It  growe  alwey,  so  that  it  neyer , 

Eight  as  your  herte  ay  can,  my  lady  free, 
Devyse,  I  prey  to  god  so  mote  it  be. 
And  grannte  it  that  ye  sone  np-on  me 

rewe 
As  wisly  as  in  al  I  am  jrow  trewe.        1365 

196.  And  if  yow  Jtyketh  knowen  of  the  fiune 
Of  me,  whos  wo  ther  may  no  wight  dis- 

oryve, 
I  can  no  more  bat,  oheste  of  every  care, 
At  wrytinge  of  this  lettre  I  was  on-lyve, 
Alredy  ontmy  wofULgosttodryve;  137Q 
Which  I  delaya,  and  hdlde  him  yet  in 

honde, 
Upon  the  sight  of  matere  of  year  flD&de. 

197.  Uyn  ey«&  two,  inipeyn  wifeh  wUoh 
Isee, 

Of  sorwflAd  teres  sa^te  am  waxen  Welles^ 
My  song,  in  pleynte  of  myn  advandtee ; 
Hy  good  in  harm ;  myn  ase  eek  waxen 

heUei&  1376 

Ify  joye,  11:1  wo;  I,caa  s«j  yow  nobi^ 

eUes, 
Bat  tamed  is,  for  which  my  lyf  I  wazie, 
Eyerioh  joye  or  ese  in  his  oontrarie. 

198.^  Which  with  yoor   cominge   hoom 

ayeia  to  Tiroye  1580 

Te  may  redresseb  and,  more  «  thoosand 

^ythe 
Than  ever  ioh  hadde,  encnsen  in  me  j^ye. 
For  was  ther  never  herte  yet  so  Uythe 
To  han  his  lyf,  as  I  aha|  been  as  swythe 
As  I  yow  see ;  and,  thoagh  no  manor 

rootbe  1385 

Cammeve  yoW|  yet  thinketh  on  year 

troathe. 

199.'' And  if  so  be  my  gilt  hath  dUeHh 

deserved, 
Or  if  yon  list  no  more  ap-on  me  see. 
In  guerdon  yet  of  that  I  have  you  served, 
Biseche  I  yow,  myn  hertes  lady  free,  1390 
^liat  here-upon  ye  wolden  wzyte  me, 
For  love  of  god,  my  righte  lode-sterre, 
Ther  deeth  may  maike  an  ende  of  al  my 

werze. 

200."^  If  c^er  eanse  anght  doth  yow  for  to 

dwelle,  1394 

That  with  ydor  lettre  ye  me  Teoomf orte ;_ 


Fbr  thoagh  to  me  yoor  abseiMse  is  an  helle, 
With  paoienoe  I  wol  my  wo  oomporte, 
And  with   yoar  lettre  of  hope  I  wol 

despOf  U^ 
STow  wryteth,  swete,  and  lat  me  thas  not 

pleyne; 
With  hope,  or  death,  dtUvcreth  me  fro 

peyne.  1400 

201.-  Y-wis,  myn  owene  dere  herte  trewe, 
I  woot  that,  whan  ye  next  ap-on  me  see. 
So  lost  have  I  myn  hele  and  eek  myn  hewe, 
Criseyde  shal  noaght  oonne  knows  me ! 
Y-vris,  myn  hertes  day,  wy  lady  tteo^  i^og 
So  thazsteth  ay  myn  herte  to  ^^<dde 
Toor  beaotee,  that  my  lyf  oanethe  I  hdda 

202.  I  wy  no  more,  al  have  I  for  to  seye 
To  yoa  wel  more  than  I  telle  may ;  1409 
Bat  whether  that  ye  do  me  live  or  deye. 
Yet  pray  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good  day. 
And  fareth  wel,  goodly  fayre  fresshe  may. 
As  ye  that  lyf  or  deeth  me  may  oomaonde ; 
And  to  yoor  troathe  ay  I  me  reoomaonde 

20s.  With  hele  swich  that,  bat  ye  yeven 
me  1415 

The  same  hele,  I  shal  noon  ^lele  have. 
In  yoa  lyth,  whan  yow  list  that  it  so  be, 
The  day  in  which  me  dothen  shal  my 

grave. 
In  yow  my  lyf^  in  yow  mig^t  for  to  save 
ICefromdiseseof  allepeynessmerte;  1420 
And  fkre  now  wel,  myn  owene  s  wete  herte  I 
Le  yofltre  T.' 

204  This  lettre  fbrtb  was  sent  on-to 

Criseyde, 
Of  vrhich  hir  answere  in  eflfect  was  this ; 
Folpitoasly  she  wioot  ayein,  and  seyde. 
That  al-so  sone  as  that  she  mig^t,  y-wis, 
She  wolde  come,  and  mende  al  that  was 

mts.  1426 

And  fynally  she  wroot  imd  myd^  him 

thanne. 
She  w<dde  come,  ye,  bat  she  niste  whanne, 

296.  Bat  in  hir  Idttre  made  i3ie  swich 

festes. 
That  wonder  was.  and  swereth  she  loveth 

him  best,  1430 

Of  which  he  fond  kitt  botmelaes  bihesteft 
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Bat  IVafliu,  fhoa  ma^  now,  est  or  -wMt^ 
Fype  in  an  i^  leef,  if  tbat  tlioe  l«8t ; 
Thug  gooth  the  world ;  god  BhUdo  vm  tco 

miflchaimce, 
And  every  wi^t  that  meneth  tsottthe 

ATftonoe  I  1435 

800.  Encresenganthewofrodaytonight 
OtTroOna,  for  taxyinge  of  OriB^e ; 
And  lessen  gan  his  hope  and  e«k  his 

might, 
Jfot  which  al  doon  he  in  hia  bed  him 

leyde; 
He  ne  eet,  ne  dronk,  ne  de^,  ne  word  he 

aeyde,  1440 

Imagininge  ay  that  she  was  nnkinde  ; 
Poor  which  wel  neigh  he  wez  oat  of  his 


S09.  ISiis  dxeem,  of  ^ifUoh  I  told  have  eek 

bifom, 
Key  never  oomeooit  of  his  remernhxaanoe; 
He  thoaghte  ay  wel  he  hadde  his  lady 

lorn,  1445 

And  that  Joves,  of  his  parve3raaBoe» 
Him  shewed  hadde  in  slefp  the  signift- 

aonoe 
Of  hir  ontroathe  aad  his  disaventoza, 
And  that  the  boor  was  shewed  him  in 

figore. 


20a  For  which  he  fbr  Sihille  his 

sente,  1450 

That  called  was  Csiisndt^  eek  al  aboote ; 
And  al  his  dreem  hetoldeliir  er  he  stente, 
And  hir  bisoaghte  assoilen  him  the  doate 
Of  the  stronge  boor,  with  toskes  stoate ; 
And  fynally,  with4nne  a  litel  stoonde, 
Cassandre  him  gan  right  thos  his  dreem 
espoonde.  1446 

200.  She  gan  first  smyle,  and  s^de,  *  0 

brotiierdere, 
If  thoa  a  sooth  of  this  degyrest  knowe, 
fHioa  most  a  fewe  of  olde  stories  here, 
To  porpos,  how  that  fbrtnne  over-throwe 
Hath  lordes  olde ;  ihroagh  which,  with- 

inne  a  throwe,  1461 

Thoa  wel  this  boor  shalt  knowe,  and  of 

'what  kinde 
He  comen  is,  as  men  in  bokes  finde. 


aiOi  Biaae,  which  that  wrooth  was  and  in 

ire 
For  Orekss  nolde  doon  hir  saerif^fse,  14^ 
Ne  enoens  ap-on  hir  aster  sette  i^fyr^, 
She,  for  that  Qrekes  gonne  hir  so  dispyse, 
Wxak  hir  in  a  wonder  croel  wyse.  - 
For  with  a  boor  as  gveet  as  oze  in  stalle 
She  made  ap  frete  hir  oom  and  vynes  alle. 

211.  To  slee  this  boor  was  al  the  oontree 
reysed,  1471 

A-monges  which  ther  com,  this  boor  to  see, 
A  mayde,  oon  of  this  world  the  best 

y-pwysedj 
And  Meleagre,  lord  of  that  contree, 
He  lovede  so  this  firesshe  mayden  firee  1475 
That  with  his  manhod,  er  he  wdde  stente. 
This  boor  he  slow,  and  hir  the  heed  he 

sente; 

212.  Of  which,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  as, 
Ther  rocs  a  contek  and  a  greet  envye ; 
And  of  this  lord  descended  l^deoB      1480 
By  ligne,  or  elles  dde  bokes  lye ; 

Bat  how  this  Meleagre  gan  to  dye 
Thorogh  his  moder,  wol  I  yow  not  telle. 
For  al  to  long  it  were  tea  to  dwelle.* 


[Argvmeiit  efiJte  12  Bookt  o/Statio^ 
Thebais.] 

AsBDciat  i>zoftigatt  Tideo  pHmm  PoUmSi 

tem; 
Tidea  legatom  doeet  faiidiaB<iae  meundm.\ 
nftim  H€fmoniden  oaait  et  vates  lati- 

taates; 
Qaoretis  hal>et  regis  iBaantea  preliasep- 

tem;  4 

Koz  fhrieLeaae  gtiMo  tutfratoretaagaii ; 
Arohimori  bostom  MPto  Indiqae  legantar ; 
Dat  Oraios  Thebes  et  vatem  tepthwui 

vmbrisj 
Odatu)  cecidit  Tideas,  spes,  vita  Pelasgis ; 
Tpomedon  wmo  moritor   com  fartho* 

nopeo;  9 

Folmine    percossas,    decimQ    Capaneos 

Snperaiur  j 
Vndecimo   seso    perimont   per   valnera 

fratres; 
Argioam    flentem    narrat    duodemu  et 

ignenu  xa 
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■X  218.  She  toldfi  eek  how  T^ydens,  er  she 
Btente,  1485 

Un-to  the  stronge  citee  of  Thebei, 
To  oleyme  kingdom  of  the  oitee,  wente, 
For  his  felawe,  daon  Polymitee, 
Of  which  the  brother,  daim  £tbyoclei, 
Fal    wiongAilly   of   Thebes    held    the 
strengthe ;  1490 

This  tolde  she  by  proces,  el  by  lengthe. 

TL  214.  She  tolde  eek  how  Hemonidesasterte, 

WhanTydens  sloagh  fifty  knightes  stoate. 

She  tolde  eek  al  the  propheioree  by  herte, 

IV  And  how  that  sevene  kiDges,  with  hir 

route,  1495 

Bisegeden  the  oitee  al  aboate ; 

And  of  the  holy  serpent,  and  the  welle, 
V   And  of  the  ftcries,  al  she  gan  him  teUe. 

H    215.  Of  Archimoris  boryinge   and   the 

pleyes, 
T    And  how  Amphioraz   fll   through   the 
groxmde,  1500 

r    How  T^deos  was  slayn,  lord  of  Argeyes, 
1}   And  how  Ypomedonn  in  litel  stoonde 
Was  dreynt,  and   deed   ParUionope  of 
wonnde; 
X  And  also  how  Qappanfins  the  proade 
With  thonder-dint  was  slayn,  that  oiyde 
^  londe.  I5Q5 

.«.  ^16.  She  gan  eek  teQe  him  how  that 
either  brother, 
Bthyooles  and  Folimyte  also, 
•At  a  soarmyohe,  eohe  of  hem  slongh  other, 
f .  And  of  Argyves  wepinge  and  hir  wo ; 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  tolde 
eek  tho.  1510 

And  so  desoendeth  dom  from  gestes  olde 
To  piomede,  and  thus  she  spak  and  tolde. 

217.  'This  like  boor  bitoknethDiomede, 
Tydens  sone,  that  donn  descended  is 
Fro  Meleagre,  that  made  the  boor  to 

blede.  1515 

And  thy  lady,  wher^o  she  be,  y-wis, 
This  Biomede  hir  herte  hath,  and  she  his. 
Weep  if  thou  wolt,  or  leef ;  for,  out  of 

doute, 
This  Diomede  Is  ixme,  and  thou  art  outo.' 


21a    *Thon  seyst  nat  sooth,'  quod  he, 

*  thou  soroeresse, 
With  althy  false  goost  of  propheiye !  1521 
Thou  wenest  been  a  greet  devyneresse ; 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fimto^ye 
Feyneth  hir  on  ladyes  for  tQ  lye? 
Awey,'  quod  he,  *ther  Joves  yeve  thee 

sorwe  I  1525 

Thou  Shalt  be  ials,  parannter,  yet  to- 
I 


219.'^As  wel  thou  ml^btest  lyen  on  Aloeste, 
That  was  of  creatures,  but  men  lye. 
That  ever  weren,  kindest  and  the  beste. 
For  whanne  hir  housbonde  was  in  ju- 

partye  1530 

To  dye  him-self,  but4f  she  wolde  dye. 
She   chees  for  him  to  dye  imd  gf>  to 

helle, 
Andstaxfanoon,asiisthebokesteIle.'   . 

220.  Cassandre  ggth,  and  he  with  omel 
herte  1534 

Fop-yat  his  wo,  for  angre  of  hir  spedhe ; 
And  from  his  bed  al  sodeinly  he  sterte. 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  y-mad  a 
leche.  1537 

And  day  by  day  he  gan  enqnere  andseohe 
A  sooth  of  this,  wiUk  al  his  ftdle  cure ; 
And  thus  he  dxyeth  forth  his  aventure. 

221.  Fortune,  whiohe  that  permutadoun 
Of  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  hir  committed 
Through  purreyaunoe  and  disposidoun 
Of  heigfae  Jove,  as  regnes  shal  ben  flitted 
Fro  folk  in  fdJk,  or  whan  they  shal  ben 

smitted,  1545 

Oan  puUe  awey  the  fetheres  brigfate  of 

Troye 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  th^y  ben  bare  of  joye. 

222;  Among  al  this,  the  ^  of  the  parodie 
Of  Ector  gan  approcben  wonder  blyve ; 
The  fate  wolde  his  sonle  sholde  unbodie, 
And  shapen  hadde  a  mene  it  out  to  dryve ; 
Ayeins  which  fate  him  helpeth  not  to 

stiyye;  1553 

But  on  a  day  to  fighten  gan  he  wende. 
At  which,  alias  I  he  oaughte  his  IjTea 

ende. 
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298.  For  which  me  thinkaih  evei^  maner 

wight  1555 

Thftt  hiumtotib  Bjcmm  onghte  to  bhroyle 
The  deeth  of  him  that  waa  bo   noble 

akolght; 
For  tm  he  diongh  a  king  by  th*avfliktayle, 
'h       Unwar  of  this,  Achilles  through  the  mayle 
And  thzongh  the  body  gan  him  for  to 

xyve;  ts6o 

And  thus  this  worthy  knight  was  brought 

of  lyre. 

>         224.  For  whom,  as  olde  bokes  teUen  us, 
Was  maad  swioh  wo,  that  tonge  it  may 

not  telle; 
And  namely,  the  sorwe  of  Troilns,       1564 
That  next  him  was  of  worthinesse  welle. 
And  in  this  wo  gan  l^Hns  to  dwelle. 
That,  what  for  sorwe,  and  love,  and  for 

nnreste, 
Fnl  ofte  a  day  he  bad  his  herte  breste. 

225.  But  nathelas,  though  he  gan  him 
diBpeyre,  1569 

And  dradde  ay  that  his  lady  was  nntrewe. 
Yet  ay  on  hir  his  herte  gan  repeyre. 
And  as  these  kveres  doon,  he  scraghte  ay 

newe 
To  gete  ayein  Criseyde,  bright  of  hewei 
And  in  his  herte  he  wente  hir  eaovsinge. 
That  Calkas  oansede  al  hir  taiyinge.  1575 

226.  And  ofte  tyme  he  was  in  porpos 
grete 

Him-selyen  lyk  a  pilgrim  to  disgyse, 
To  seen  hir ;  but  he  may  not  oontrefate 
To  been  tmknowen  of  folk  that  weren 
wyse,  1579 

Ne  finde  excuse  aright  that  may  so^se. 
If  he  among  the  Grekes  knowen  were ; 
'or  which  he  weep  fhl  ofte  many  a  tere. 


^^X^/t^oW 


mn     227.  To  hir  he  wroot  yet  ofte  tyme  al 

newe 
Fnl  pitoQsly,  he  lefbe  it  nonght  for  slonthe, 
Biseching  hir  that,  sin  that  he  was  trewe,, 
fShe  wolde  come  ayein  and  holde  hir 

trcynthe.  1586 

Fov  which   Chriseyde   np-on    a  day,  for 

xoathei 
I  take  it  so,  toochinge  al  tiiis  matere, 
Wrot  him  ayein,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 


228.  *  Cupydes  sone,  ensamide  of  goodll- 
hede,  1590 

0  Bwerd  of  knighthod,  boots  of  gentHessc ! 
How  mights  a  wight  in  torment  and  in 

drede 
And  helelees,  yow  sende  as  yet  gladnease? 

1  hertelees,  I  ^yke,  I  in  distresse  ;  1594 
Sin  ye  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  may  dele, 
Yow  neither  sende  ioh  herte  may  nor  hele. 

229.''Yoar  lettres   Ail,  the   papir  al  y- 

plesnited, 
GonsejTved  hath  myn  hertes  pi6tee ; 
I  have  eek  seyn  with  teres  al  depeynted 
Your  lettre,  and  how  that  ye  reqneren  me 
To  oome  ayein,  which  yet  ne  may  not  be. 
But  why,  lest  that  this  lettre  foonden 

were,  1602 

Ko  menokmn  ne  make  I  now,  for  fare. 

280.  GrevoDS  to  me,  god  woot,  is  your 

nnreste, 
Yonr  haste,  and  that,  the  goddes   or- 

denaonoe,  1605 

It  sameth  not  ye  take  it  for  the  bests. 
Nor   other  tMng  nis  in  yonr  remem- 

brannoe. 
As  thinketh  me,  hot  only  yonr  plesannoe. 
Bnt  beth  not  wrooth,  and  that  I  yow 

biseehe;  1609 

For  that  I  taiie,  is  al  for  wikked  speohe. 

281.^For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I 

wcnde, 
Tonehinge  ns  two,  how  thinges  haa  y- 

stonde; 
Which  I  wbal  with  dissimnlinge  amende. 
And  beth  nonght  wrooth,  I  have  eek 

naderstonde,  1614 

How  ye  ne  doon  bnt  holden  me  in  honde. 
Bnt  now  no  fors^  I  can  not  in  yow  gesse 
Bni  aUe  troathe  and  alle  gentUesse. 

282.'^Comen  I  wol,  bnt  yet  in  swich  dis- 

joynte 
I  stonde  as  now,  that  what  yeer  or  what 

day 
That  this  shal  be,  that  can  I  not  apoynte. 
Bnt  in  effdct,  I  prey  yow,  as  I  may,     1621 
Of  yonr  good  word  and  of  yonr  frendship 

ay. 
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For  tiewelj,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may  dure, 
Aa  for  a  freend.  ye  may  in  me  assure. 

288.  'Yet  preye  I  yow  on  yvex  ye  ne  take, 
That  it  is  short  which  tiiat  I  to  yow 

wryte ;  i6a6 

I  dar  not,  ther  I  am,  wel  lettres  make. 
Ne  never  yet  ne  coude  I  wel  endyte. 
£ek  greet  effect  men  wryte  in  place  lyte. 
Th'entente  is  al,  and  nought  the  lettres 

space;  1630 

And  fareth  now  wel,  god  have  yon  in  his 

grace! 

La  vostre  C/ 

294.  This  Troilns  this  lettre  thooghte  al 

straong^. 
Whan  he  it  sangh,  and  sorwefttUy  he 

sighte; 
Him    thonghte    it   lyk    a    kalendes    of 

ohannge; 
But  fynally,  he  fol  ne  trowen  mighte  1635 
That  she  ne  wolde  him  holden  that  she 

highte; 
For  with  ftd  yvel  wil  list  him  to  leve 
That  loveth  wel,  in  swioh  oas,  thongh 

him  greve. 

286.  Bat  nathelefl,  men  seyn  that,  at  the 
laste,  1^9 

For  any  thing,  men  shal  the  sothe  see ; 
And  swioh  a  oas  hitidde,  and  that  as  fiwte, 
That  Troilns  wel  understood  that  she 
Kas  not  so  kinde  as  that  hir  onghte  he. 
And  finally,  he  woot  now,  cat  of  donte, 
That  al  is  lost  that  he  hath  been  abonte. 

286.  Stoodonadayinhismalemcolye  1646 
This  Troilns,  and  in  snspeoioim 

Of  hir  for  whom  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
And  so  fatfel,  that  throogfaKmt  Troye  toon, 
As  was  the  gyse,  y-bore  was  np  and  doim 
A  maner  oote-armnre,  as  s^yth  thestocie, 
Bifom  Deiphebe,  in  signs  of  his  viotorie, 

287.  The  whiche  qote,fas  telleth  LoUios^ 
Deiphebe  it  hadde  y-rent  firom  Diomede 
The  same  day ;  and  whan  this  Troilns  1655 
It  sangh,  he  gan  to  taken  of  it  hede, 
Avysing  of  the  lengthe  and  of  the  brede, 
And  al  the  werk ;  but  as  he  gan  bihtdde, 
Ful  sodoinly  his  herte  gan  to  oolde. 


288.  As  he  that  on  the^ooler  fond  with- 
inne  1660 

A  broche,  that  he  Criseyde  yaf  that  morwe 
That  she  ftom  Troye  moste  nodes  twinne. 
In  remembraxmce  of  him  and  of  his  sorwe ; 
And  she  him  leyde  ayein  hir  feyth  to 
borwe  1664. 

To  kepe  it  ay ;  but  now,  tal  wel  he  wiste. 
His  lady  nas  no  longer  on  to  triste. 

289.  He  gooth  him  hoom,  and  gan  tul 
sone  sonde 

ForPandaros;  and  al  this  neweohannce. 
And  of  this  broche,  he  tolde  him  word 

and  ende,  1669 

Compleyninge  of  hir  hertes  variannce, 
His  longe  love,  his  tronthe,  and  his  pen- 

annce; 
And  after  deeth,  with-onten  wordes  more, 
Fnl  fEurte  he  oryde,  his  reste  him  to  restore. 

240.  Than  spak  he  thns,  *0  lady  myn 

Criseyde, 
Wher  is  yonr  feyth,  and  wher  is  your 

biheste?  1675 

Wher  is  yonr  love,  wher  is  yonr  tronthe  ? ' 

he  seyde ; 

*  Of  Diomede  have  ye  now  al  this  teste  t 
Alias,  I  wolde  have  trowed  at  the  leste. 
That,  sin  ye  nolde  in  tronthe  to  me  stonde. 
That  ye  thns  nolde  han  holden  me  in 

honde  I  1680 

241.^  Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes 

mo? 
Alias,  I  never  wolde  han  wend,  er  this. 
That  ye,  Criseyde,  oonde  han  ohannged  so ; 
Ne,  but  I  hadde  a-gilt  and  doon  amis,  1684 
So  cruel  wende  I  not  yonr  herte,  y-wis. 
To  sloe  me  thns;  alias,  yonr  name  of 

tronthe 
Is  now  for-doon,  and  that  is  al  my  ronthe. 

242.  ^  Was  ther  non  other  broche  yow  liste 

lete 
To  feffe  with  yonr  newe  love,*qnod  he,  1689 

*  But  thilke  broche  that  I,  with  teres  wete, 
Yow  yaf,  as  for  a  remembrannce  of  me  ? 
Non  other  cause,  alias,  ne  hadde  ye 
But  for  desp3^  and  eek  for  that  ye  mente 
Al-outrely  to  shewen  your  entente  f 
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8i8.^Throiigh  which  I  tee  that  olene  oat 
of  your  minde  1695 

Ye  haa  me  oaft,  and  I  ne  can  nor  may, 
For  al  thif  world,  with-ln  myn  herte  flnde 
T*  nnloyen  yow  a  quarter  of  a  day ! 
In  onrsed  tyme  I  bom  was,  weylaway ! 
t  That  ye,  that  doon  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
I  Yet  love  I  beet  of  any  creature.  1701 

944.^  Now  god,'  qaod  he,  *me  lende  yet 

the  grace 
That  I  may  meten  with  this  Biomede ! 
And  trewcJy,  if  I  have  mi^t  and  ipaoe, 
Yet  shal  I  make,  I  hope,  hie  lydee  Uede. 

0  god,'  quod  he,  *  that  ooc^test  taken  hede 
To  fortheren   tnmthe,  and  wronges  to 

ponyoe,  1707 

Why  niltow  doon  a  Tengeaimoe  on  this 
vyoe? 

245/0  Fandare,  that  in  dremea  for  to 

triste 
Me  blamed  hast,  and  wont  art  ofte  np- 

br^yde,  1710 

Now  mayetow  see  thy-selre,  if  that  thee 

liste, 
How  trewe  is  now  thy  neoe,  bright  Cri- 

seyde! 
In  sondry  formes,  god  it  woot,'  he  s^yde, 
'  The  goddes  shewen  bothe  joye  and  tene 
In  slepe,  and  by  my  dreme  it  is  now  sene. 

246.  And    certasnily,    with-onte    more 
speche,  1716 

From  hennes-forth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
Myn  owene  deeth  in  armes  wol  I  seohe ; 

1  reoohe  not  how  sone  be  the  day ! 

But  trewely,  Criseyde,  twete  may,      1720 
Whom  I  hare  ay  with  al  my  mi^t  y- 

served. 
That  ye  thus  doon,  I  have  it  nought 

deserved.* 

247.  ThisPandams,  that  alle these  thinges 
herde. 

And  wiste  wel  he  8e3^e  a  sooth  of  this, 
Henonghtawordayein  tohim  answerde ; 
For  sory  of  his  frendes  sorwe  he  is,  1736 
And  shamed,  for  his  nece  hath  doon  a-mis ; 
And  stant,  astoned  of  these  canses  tweye, 
As  stille  as  stoon ;  a  word  ne  eonde  he 
seye. 


248.  Bat  at  the  laste  thus  he  spak,  and 
seyde,  1730 

*  Ky  brother  dere,  I  may  thee  do  no-more. 

What  shalde  I  s«yn?  I  hate,  y-wis, 
Criseyde  1 

And  god  wot,  I  wol  hate  hir  evermore  1 

And  that  thoa  me  bisooghtest  doon  of 

yowi  1734 

Havinge  nn-to  myn  honour  ne  my  rests 
Bight  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  leste^ 

249."  If  I  dide  ought  that  mlghte  lyken 

thee, 
It  is  me  leef ;  and  of  this  treson  now, 
Qod  woot,  that  it  a  sorwe  is  un-to  me ! 
And  dredelees,  for  hertes  ese  of  yaw,  1740 
Bight  fkyn  wolde  I  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  fro  this  world,  almighty  god  I  preye. 
Delivers  hir  sone ;  I  can  nonaiore  SQjre.* 

260.  Gret  was  the  sorwe  and  pleyni  of 

Troihis; 
But  forth  hir  oouxs  fortune  ay  gan  to 

holde.  1745 

Criseyde  loveth  the  sone  of  l^^us, 
And  Troilus  mot  wepe  in  cares  oolde. 
8wioh  is  this  world ;  who-so  it  can  bi-  - 

holde, 
In  eche  estat  is  litel  hertes  rests ;       1749 
Ood  leve  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste ! 

961.  In  many  eruel  batayle,  out  of  drede. 
Of  Troilus,  this  like  noble  knight. 

As  men  may  in  these  dde  bokes  rede, 
Was  sene  his  knl^thod  and  his  grete 

might. 
And  dredelees,  his  ire,  day  and  nig^t,  1755 
Ful  cruelly  the  Ghrekes  ay  aboughte; 
And  alw^  most  this  Diomede  he  songhte. 

962.  And  ofte  tyme,  I  flnde  that  they 
mette  17^ 

With  blody  strokes  and  with  wordes  grete, 
Assayinge  how  hir  speres  weren  whette ; 
And  god  it  woot,  with  many  a  cruel  hete 
Gan  Troilus  upon  his  helm  to-bete. 
But  natheles,  fortune  it  nought  ne  wolde, 
Ofothereshond  that  either  d^yensholde.— 

268.  And  if  I  hadde  y-taken  for  to  wryte 
Thearmesof  this  like  worthy  man,    1766 
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Than  wolde  I  of  his  bataiUefl  endyte. 
But  for  that  I  to  wiyte  first  Ugaa 
Of  his  love,  I  have  tsjd  am  that  I  ean.  1769 
His  worthy  dedeSi  who-BO  list  hem  here, 
Beed  Darea,  he  can  telle  hem  alle  y-ibre. 

254.  Bisechingeeyeiyladyhrightofhewe, 
And  every  gentil  womman,  what  she  be. 
That  al  he  that  Criseyde  was  nntrewe^ 
That  for  that  gilt  she  he  not  wrooth  with 
me.  1775 

Ye  may  hir  gilt  in  othere  bokes  see ; 
And  gladlier  I  wol  wryten,  if  yow  leste, 
Fenelopefis  trooihe  and  good  Alcesto* 

265.  Ne  I  sey  not  this  al-only  fbz  these 

men, 
But  most  for  wommen  that  hitraysed  be 
Through  &186.  iblk ;  god  yeve  hem  sorwe, 

amen !  1781 

That  with  hir  gvete  wit  and  snbtiltee 
Bitrayse  yow  1  and  this  commeveth  me 
To  spekOi  and  in  effect  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Beth  war  of  men,  and  herkeneth  what 

I  seye !—  1785 

256.  Oo,  Htel  book,  go  litel  myn  tregedie, 
Ther  god  thy  maker  yet,  er  that  he  dye, 
80  sonde  might  to  make  in  som  oomedie  I 
But  litel  book,  no  making  thoa  n'envya, 
But  sabgit  be  to  alle  poesfye ;  1790 
And  kis  the  steppes,  wher-as  tiboa  seest 

pace 
Yirgile,  Ovyde^  Omer,  Locan,  and  Staoe. 

257,  And  for  ther  is  so  greet  diverdtee 
In  English  and  in  wryting  of  onx  tonge, 
So  preye  I  god  that  noon  miswiyte  thee, 
Ke  thee  mismetre  for  defknteof  tonge.  1796 
And  red  wher-so  thoa  be,  or  elles  songe, 
That  thoa  be  oaderstonde  I  god  beseoheJ 
Bat  yet  to  porpos  of  my  rather  apeohe. — 

25a  The  wraththa,  as  I  began  yow  for  to 
8«ye,  1800 

Of  Troiios,  the  Orekes  booghten  dere ; 
For  thoosandes  his  kondes  maden  d«ye, 
As  he  that  was  with-ootsn  any  pere, 
Save  Eotor,  in  his  tyme,  as  I  can  here. 
Bat  weylaway,  save  only goddeswiUe,  1805 
Dispitonsly  him  sloogh  the  flers  AchiUe. 


259,  And  whan  that  he  was  slayn  in  this 

manere, 
His  lighte  gooet  fal  blisftilly  is  went 
Up  to  the  holownesse  of  the  seventh  spere,  1 
In  oonvers  letinge  eveiy  element ;      1810 1 
And  ther  he  saagh,  with  fol  avysement, 
The  erratik  sterres,  herkeninge  aimonye  1 
With  sownes  ftdle  of  hevenish  melodye. 

200.  And  doan  from  thennes  faste  he  gan  1 
avyse  1814 

This  litel  qpot  of  erthe,  that  with  the  see  < 
Enbraced  is,  and  fully  gan  despyse 
This  wreoched  world,  and  held  al  vanitee 
To  respect  of  the  pleyn  felioitee  ' 

That  is  in  hevene  above ;  and  at  the  laste,  • 
Ther  he  was  slayn,  his  loking  doon  he 
caste;  i8ao 

261.  And  in  himns^lf  he  loogh  right  at 
the  wo 

Of  hem  that  wepten  for  his  deeth  so  faste ; 
And  dampned  al  oar  werk  that  folweth  so  1 
The  bUnde  last,  the  which  that  may  not ' 
laste,  1824 

And  sholden  al  oar  herte  on  hevene  caste. 
And  forth  he  wente,  shortly  for  to  telle, 
Ther  as  Heroarie  sorted  him  to  dwelle. — 

262.  Swioh  fyn  hath,  lo,  this  Troilas  for 
love, 

Swioh  fyn  hath  al  his  grete  worthinease ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  his  estat  real  above,  1830 
Swich  fyn  his  last,  swich  fyn  hath  hisi 
noblesse ;  ' 

Swich  fyn  hath  false  woxldes  brotelnesse. 
And  thas  Hgan  his  lovinge  of  Criseyde, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wyse  he  deyde. 

268.  Qjonge  firesshe  folkes,  he  or  she,  i835r 
In  which  that  love  np  groweth  with  yoar) 

Bepeyreth  hoom  from  worldfy  vanitee,     | 
And  of  year  herte  ap-casteth  the  visage 
To  thilke  god  that  after  his  image 
Yow   made,  and   thinketh    al   nis  bat' 

a  £eiyre  1840 

This  world,  that  passeth  sone  as  fionres 

fayre.  ^  ^ 


264  And  loveth  him,  the  wkioh  that 

right  for  love 
Upon  a  cros,  oar  soales  for  to  beye, 
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lirrt  starf,  and  rooa,  and  sit  in  hevene 

a-bove; 
For  he  nil  Ulaen  no  wight,  dar  I  leye,  1845 
That  wol  his  herte  al  hoolly  on  him  leye. 
And  dn  he  best  to  lore  is,  and  most  meke, 
What  nedeth  f^yned  loves  for  to  seke  ? 

266.  Lo  here,  of  Fi^^ns  corsed  olde  rytes, 
Lo  here,  what  alle  hir  goddes  may  ayaills ; 
Lo  here,  these  wrecohed  worldes  appe- 
tytes ;  1851 

Lo  here,  the  tjrx  and  gnerdon  for  travaiUe 

I  Of  Jove,   AppoUo^   of  Mars,   of  swich 

I         rascaille! 
Lo  here,  the  forme  of  olde  olerkes  speohe 
In  poetiye,  if  ye  hir  bokes  seche.-*     1855 

266.  O  moral  Oower,  this  book  I  directe 
To  thee,  and  to  the  philosophical  Qt;949i 
To  voQchen  sanf,  ther  nede  is,  to  oorecte, 


Of  your  benignitees  and  leles  gode. 
And  to  that  sothfkst  Crist,  that  starf  on 

rode,  i860 

With  al  myn  herte  of  mercy  ever  I  preye ; 
And  to  the  lord  right  thus  I  speke  and 

seye: 

267.  Thou  oon,  and  two,  and  three,  eteme^j^^^  ^ 

on-lyve. 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  and 

oon, 
Unoiroumsoript,  and  al  mayst  cironm- 

sciyve,  1865 

Us  from  visible  and  invisible  foon^ 
Defende ;  and  to  thy  mercy,  everyohoon. 
So  make  ns,  Jesas,  for  thy  grace,  digne, 
For  love  of  mayde   and    moder   thyn 

benigne!    Amen. 

EzpUcit  Liber  TroiU  et  Criseydis. 
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God  tome  us  every  dzeem  to  gode  I 
For  hit  is  wonder,  by  the  rode, 
To  my  wit,  what  causeth  sweveneB 
Either  on  morwes,  or  on  evenee ; 
And  why  th'effect  folweth  of  somme,       5 
And  of  Bomme  hit  8hal  never  come ; 
Why  that  is  an  avisionn, 
And  fthis  a  revelaoioan ; 
^'Why  this  a  dreem,  why  that  a  sweven, 
And  nat  to  every  man  liche  even ;         10 
Why  this  a  fantom,  fthese  oracles, 
I  noot;  bat  who-so  of  these  miracles 
The  causes  knoweth  bet  than  I, 
Devyne  he ;  for  I  certeinly 
Ne  can  hem  noght,  ne  never  thinke       15 
Tobesilymy'W&tbswinke,       .'- '^ 
To  knowe  of  hir  signifiaonce 
The  gendres,  neither  the  distannoe 
Of  tymes  of  hem,  ne  the  causes 
For-why  this  fmore  than  that  cause  is ;  ao 
As  if  folkes  complezionns  ' 
Make  hem  dreme  of  reflexionns ; 
Or  elles  thus,  as  other  sayn, 
For  to  greet  feblenesse  of  f  braj^ 
By  abstinence,  or  by  seeknesse,  25 

Prison,  stewe,  or  greet  distresse ; 
Or  elles  by  disordinaonce 
Of  natnrel  acnstomaonce, 
That  som  man  is  to  carious 
In  studie,  or  melancolious,  30 

Or  thus,  so  inly  fal  of  drede. 


That  no  man  may  him  bote  bede ; 

Or  elles,  that  devocioun 

Of  somme,  and  contemplacioun 

Causeth  swiche  dremes  ofbe ;  35 

Or  that  the  cruel  lyf  unsofbe 

Which  these  ilke  lovers  leden 

That  hopen  over  muche  or  dreden, 

That  purely  hir  impressiouns 

Causeth  hem  avisiouns ;  40 

Or  if  that  spirits  have  the  might 

To  make  folk  to  dreme  a-night ; 

Or  if  the  soule,  of  propre  kinde. 

Be  so  parfit,  as  men  finde. 

That  hit  forwot  that  is  to  come,  45 

And  that  hit  wameth  alle  and  somme 

Of  everiche  of  hir  aventures 

By  avisiouns,  or  by  figures, 

But  that  our  flesh  ne  hath  no  might 

To  understonden  hit  aright,  50 

For  hit  is  warned  to  derkly ; — 

But  why  the  cause  is,  noght  wot  L 

Wei  worthe,  of  this  thing,  gfete  derkes, 

That  trete  of  this  and  other  werkes ; 


For  I  of  noon  opinioun 
Nil  as  now  make  mencioxm. 
Bat  only  that  the  holy  rode 
Tume  us  every  dreem  to  gode  t 
For  never,  sith  that  I  was  bom, 
Ke  no  man  elles,  me  bifom, 
Mette,  I  trowe  stedfastly. 
So  wonderful  a  dreem  as  I 
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The  tenthe  day  [dide]  of  Deoembre, 
The  which,  m  I  oan  now  remembre, 
I  wol  yow  tellen  every  del.  6s 

The  Invocation, 

But  at  my  ginning,  tmsteth  wel, 

I  wol  make  inyooacionn, 

"With  special  devooioim, 

Unto  the  god  of  slepe  anoon, 

That  dwelleth  in  a  cave  of  stoon  70 

Upon  a  streem  that  oomth  fro  Lete, 

That  is  a  flood  of  helle  nnswete ; 

Besyde  a  folk  men  depe  Cimerie, 

Ther  slepeth  ay  this  god  onmerie 

With  his  slepy  thousand  sones  75 

That  alway  for  to  slepe  hir  wone  i»-^ 

And  to  this  god,  that  I  of  rede, 

Preye  I,  that  he  wol  me  spede 

Hy  sweven  for  to  telle  aright. 

If  every  dreem  stonde  in  his  might.       80 

And  he,  that  mover  is  of  al 

That  is  and  was,  and  ever  shal, 

So  yive  hem  joye  that  hit  here 

Of  alle  that  tiiey  dreme  to-yere, 

And  for  to  stonden  alle  in  grace  85 

Of  hir  loves,  or  in  what  place 

Ihat  hem  wer  levest  for  to  stonde. 

And  shelde  hem  fro  fpovert  and  shonde. 

And  fro  nnhappe  and  ech  disese. 

And  sende  hem  althat  may  hem  plese,    90 

That  take  hit  wel,  and  soome  hit  noght, 

Ne  hit  misdemen  in  her  thoght 

Throngh  malioions  entencumn. 

And  who-fo,  throngh  presompoioon, 

Or  hate  or  scome,  or  throngh  envye,     95 

Dispjrt,  or  jape,  or  vilanye, 

Hisdeme  hit,  preye  I  Jesos  god 

That  (dreme  he  barfoot,  dreme  he  shod). 

That  every  harm  that  any  man 

Hath  had,  sith  [that]  the  world  began,  100 

Befalle  him  therof,  or  he  sterve. 

And  gratmte  he  mote  hit  fol  deserve, 

Lo !  with  swich  a  conclnsionn 

As  had  of  his  avisioan 

Cresos,  that  was  king  of  Lyde,  105 

That  high  upon  a  gebet  dyde  ! 

This  prayer  dial  he  have  of  me; 

I  am  no  bet  in  charite ! 

Now  herkneth,  as  I  have  yon  seyd, 
What  that  I  mette,  or  I  abreyd/V,       no 


The  Dream, 

Of  Deoembre  the  tenthe  day. 

Whan  hit  was  night,  to  slepe  I  lay  ! 

Bight  ther  as  I  was  wont  to  done. 

And  fil  on  slepe  wonder  seme. 

As  he  that  wery  was  for-go  115 

On  pil^rimag^e  myles  two    ^, , 

To  the  oorseynt  Leo9ftrd,J     '  - 

To  make  lythe  of  that  was  hard.  *-     1     , 

Bnt  as  I  fsleep,  me  mette  I  was 
Within  a  temple  y-mad  of  glas ;  i  jo 

In  whiche  ther  were  mo  images 
Of  gold,  stondlnge  in  sondiy  stages, 
And  mo  riohe  tabernacles, 
And  with  perree  mo  pinaoles, 
And  mo  onriocui  portr^ytnres,  1J5 

And  qneynte  maaer  of  figures 
Of  olde  werke,  then  I  saw  ever. 
For  oertejniily,  I  niste  never 
Wher  that  I  was,  but  wel  wiste  I, 
Hit  was  of  Venus  redely,  tju 

The  temple ;  for,  in  portreyture, 
I  saw  anoon-right  hir  figure 
Naked  fletinge  in  a  see. 
And  also  on  hir  heed,  pardee, 
Hir  rose-garlond  whyt  and  reed,  i^ 

And  hir  comb  to  kembe  hir  heed, 
Hir  dowves,  and  daun  Cupido, 
Hir  blinde  sone,  and  Yuloano, 
That  in  his  face  was  ftil  broun. 

But  as  I  romed  up  and  donn,  140 

I  fond  that  on  a  wal  ther  was 
Thus  writen,  on  a  taUe  of  bras : 
*  I  wol  now  singe,  if  that  I  can. 
The  armes,  and  al-«o  the  man. 
That  first  cam,  through  his  destinee,  145 
Fugitif  of  Troye  oontree. 
In  ItaUe,  with  ftil  moche  pyne,. 
Unto  the  strondes  of  Lavyne.' 
And  tho  began  the  stoiy  anoon. 
As  I  shal  telle  yow  echoon.  150 

First  saw  I  the  destmccioun 
Of  Troye,  through  the  Greek  Slnonn, 
[That]  with  his  fUse  forsweringe, 
And  his  ohere  and  his  lesinge 
Made  the  hors  broght  into  Troye,         155 
Thorgh  which  Troyens  loste  al  hir  joye. 
And  after  this  was  grave,  alias ! 
How  Hioun  assailed  was 
And  wonne,  and  king  Priam  y-slfQoi, 
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And  Politos  his  sone,  certayn,  i6o 

Dispitoosly,  of  dan  Pirroa 

And  next  that  saw  I  how  Venus, 
Whan  that  she  saw  the  eastel  brende, 
Bonn  fro  the  hevene  gan  deeeendei 
At^  bad  hir  sone  Eneas  flee ;  165 

And  how  he  fledde,  and  how  that  he 
Escaped  was  from  al  tiiie  pres, 
And  took  his  fader,  Anehises, 
And  bar  him  on  his  bakke  away, 
Ciyinge,  *  Alias,  and  welaway ! '  170 

The  whiche  Anchises  in  his  honde 
Bar  the  goddes  of  the  londe, 
Thilke  that  nnbrende  were. 

And  I  saw  next,  in  alle  this  fere, 
How  Crensa,  da«n  Bneas  wyf,  175 

Which  that  he  lovede  as  his  lyf , 
riAnd  hir  yonge  sone  Inlo, 
'And  eek  Ascanins  also, 
Redden  oek  with  drexy  ohere. 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here ;  180 

And  in  a  forest,  as  they  wente,   . 
Atatnmingeofawente,  ^ 
How  Oreosa  was  y-lost,  alias ! 
That  deed,  [but]  noot  I  how,  idie  was ; 
How  he  hir  soughte,  and  how  hir  gost  185 
Bad  him  to  flee  the  Orekes  ost, 
And  seyde,  he  moste  unto  Itaile, 
As  was  his  destinee,  sauns  faille ; 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here, 
Whan  hir  spirit  gan  appere,  190 

The  wordes  that  she  to  him  seyde. 
And  for  to  kepe  hir  sone  him  preyde. 
Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  how  he. 
His  fader  eek,  and  his  meynee. 
With  his  shippes  gan  to  sayle  195 

Toward  the  oontree  of  Itaile, 
As  streight  as  that  they  mi^hte  go. 

Ther  saw  I  thee,  cruel  Juno, 
That  art  daun  Jupfteres  wyf , 
That  hast  y-hated,  al  thy  lyf,  200 

Al  the  Troyanisshe  blood, 
Benne  and  crye,  as  thou  were  wood, 
On  Bolus,  the  god  of  windes, 
To  blowen  ouL  of  alle  kindes, " 
So  loude,  that^e  shulde  drenohe         205 
Lord  and  lady,  grbme  and  wenohe 
Of  al  the  Troyan  nacionn, 
Withoute  any  savaoioun. 

Ther  saw  I  swioh  tempests  aryse, 
That  every  herte  mighte  agryse,  no 


To  see  hit  peynted  on  the  walls. 

Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  withaUe, 
Venus,  how  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wepinge  with  ful  woAil  ohere, 
Prayen  Jupiter  an  hye  215 

To  save  and  kepe  that  navye 
Of  the  Tn^ran  Eneas, 
Sith  that  he  hir  sone  was. 

Ther  saw  I  Joves  Venus  kisse. 
And  graunted  of  the  tempest  lisse.       220 
Ther  saw  I  how  the  tempest  stente. 
And  how  with  alle  pyne  he  wente. 
And  prevely  took  arrivage 
In  the  oontree  of  Cartage ; 
And  on  the  morwe,  how  that  he  225 

And  a  knight,  hight  Achatee, 
ICetten  with  Venus  that  day, 
Ck>inge  in  a  queynt  euray , 
As  she  had  ben  an  hunteresse. 
With  wind  blowinge  upon  hir  ireeae ;  230 
How  Eneas  gan  him  to  pleyne, 
Whan  that  he  knew  hir,  of  his  peyne ; 
And  how  his  shippes  dreynte  were. 
Or  elles  lost,  he  niste  where  ; 
How  she  gan  him  comforte  tho,  235 

And  bad  him  to  Cartage  go, 
And  ther  he  shuldfi  his  folk  finds, 
That  in  the  see  were  left  behinde. 

And,  shortly  of  this  thing  to  pace, 
She  made  Eneas  so  in  grace  240 

Of  Dido,  queue  of  that  oontree. 
That,  shortly  for  to  tellen,  Ae 
Becam  his  love,  and  leet  him  do 
That  that  wedding  longeth  to. 
What  shulde  I  speke  more  queynte,    245 
Or  peyne  me  my  wordes  peynte. 
To  speke  of  love  ?  hit  wol  not  be  j 
I  cctn  not  of  that  facultee. 
And  eek  to  telle  the  manere 
How  they  aqueynteden  in-fere,  250 

Hit  were  a  long  proces  to  telle, 
And  over  long  for  yow  to  dwelle. 

Ther  saw  I  grave,  how  Eneas 
Tolde  Dido  every  cas. 
That  him  was  tid  upon  the  see.  255 

And  after  grave  was,  how  she 
Made  of  him,  shortly,  at  00  word, 
Hir  lyf,  hir  love,  hir  lust,  hir  lord : 
And  dide  him  al  the  reverence, 
And  leyde  on  him  al  the  dispence.       260 
That  any  woman  mighte  do, 
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Weningfl^t  had  al  be  so, 

As  he  hir  Bwoor ;  and  her-by  domed 

That  he  'was  good,  for  he  swich  semed. 

Alias  I  what  harm  doth  apparenoe,      265 

Whan  hit  is  fals  in  existence  1 

For  he  to  hir  a  traitoor  was ; 

Wherfor  she  slow  hir^elf,  alias ! 

Lo,  how  a  woman  doth  amis, 
To  love  him  that  nnknowen  is  t  270 

Por,  by  Crist,  lo !  thos  hit  fareth ; 
utm,,i-  *fiitisnotalffold,thatglareth.* 
.  .ttu;..  For.  alio1)tei&ferwel  myn  heed, 
Ther  may  be  under  goodliheed 
Severed  nudiy  a  shxewed  vyce ;  275 

Therfor  be  no  wight  so  nyoe, 
To  take  a  love  only  for  ohere, 
For  speche,  or  for  frendly  manere; 
For  this  shal  every  woman  flnde 
That  som  man,  of  his  pure  kinde,         280 
Wol  shewen  outward  the  faireste, 
Til  he  have  caught  that  what  him  leste ; 
And  thanne  wol  he  causes  finde, 
And  sweie  how  Uiat  she  is  unkinde, 
Or  &ls,  or  in'lyvy,  or  double  was.  385 

Al  this  seye  I  \2y  Eneas     >-  »/*•».:'' 
And  Dido,  and  hir  nyoe  lest, 
That  lovede  al  to  sone  a  gest ; 
Therfor  I  wol  s^e  a  proverbe, 
That  *  he  that  ftilly  knoweth  th'erfoe   390 
May  saufly  leye  hit  to  his  yfi ' ; 
Withoute  dreed,  this  is  no  lye. 

But  let  us  sp^e  ot  Eneas, 
How  he  betrayed  hir,  alias ! 
And  lefte  hir  ful  unkindely.  095 

So  whan  she  saw  al-utterly, 
That  he  wolde  hir  of  trouthe  £aile, 
And  wende  firo  hir  to  Itaile, 
She  gan  to  wringe  hir  hondes  two. 

*Allas !'  quod  she^  *  what  me  is  wo !  900 
Alias  t  is  eveiy  man  thus  trewe, 
That  every  yere  wolde  have  a  newe, 
If  hit  so  longe  tyme  dure, 
Or  elles  three,  peraventnre  P 
As  thus :  of  oon  he  wolde  have  fiune    305 
In  magnifying  of  his  name ; 
Another  for  firendsfaip,  seith  he ; 
And  yet  ther  shal  the  thridde  be, 
That  shal  be  taken  for  delyt, 
Iio,  or  for  singular  prc^^'  310 

In  swiche  wordes  gan  to  pleyno 
Dido  of  hir  grete  pes^e, 


As  me  mette  redely ;       ,^ 

Non  other  auotour  alegge  I. 

'Alias !'  quod  she,  '  my  swete  herte,     315 

Have  pitee  on  my  sorwes  smerte, 

And  slee  me  not !  go  no|^t  away ! 

O  woftxl  Dido,  wel  away ! ' 

Quod  she  to  Mr-selve  tho. 

*0  Eneas  I  what  wil  ye  do  ?  3^ 

0,  that  yovct  love,  ne  your  bonde,' 

That  ye  han  sworn  with  3ronr  right  hond^ 

Ke  my  oruel  deeth,'  quod  she, 

*  May  holde  yow  still  heer  with  me ! 

O,  haveth  of  my  deeth  pitee  I  535 

Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  ye 

Knowen  fal  wel  that  never  yit. 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wit, 

AgiUe  [I]  yow  in  thoght  ne  deed. 

O,  have  ye  men  swich  goodliheed         330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  deel  of  trouthe  ? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man ! 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can, 

We  wreoohed  wimmen  conne  non  art ;  335 

For  cert^yn,  for  the  more  part. 

Thus  we  be  served  everiohone. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  oonne  grone, 

Anoon,  as  we  have  yow  reoeyved, 

Certeinly  we  ben  deoeyved ;  340 

For,  though  your  love  laste  a  seooun, 

Wayte  upon  the  oonolusioun, 

And  eek  how  that  ye  determynen, 

And  for  the  more  part  dif^en. 

'  0,  welawey  that  I  was  bom !  345 

For  through  yow  is  my  name  lorn. 
And  aUe  myn  actes  red  and  songe 
Over  al  this  lond,  on  every  tonge. 
O  wikke  Fame  t  for  ther  nis 
Nothing  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  is !  350 

O,  sooth  is,  every  thing  is  wist, 
Though  hit  be  kevered  with  the  nust. 
Eek,  thogh  I  mighte  duren  ever. 
That  I  have  doon,  rekever  I  never, 
That  I  ne  shal  be  seyd,  alias,  355 

Y-shamed  be  through  Eneas, 
And  that  I  dial  thus  juged  be — 
**  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  now  she 
Wol  do  eftsones,  hardily ; " 
Thus  seyth  the  peple  prevely.* —  360 

But  that  is  doon,  nis  not  to  done ; 
fAl  hir  oompleynt  ne  al  hir  mone, 
Oerteyn,  availeth  hir  not  a  stree. 
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And  whan  ahe  wiste  sothly  he 
Was  forth  nnto  his  shippes  goon,         3^ 
She  fin  hir  chambre  wente  anoon, 
And  called  on  hir  socter  Anne, 
And  gfm  hir  to  oompleyne  thanne  ; 
And  seyde,  that  she  oanse  was 
That  she  first  lovede  fEneas,  V*  "  -      370 
And  thus  coonseilled  hir  therto. 
But  what !  when  this  was  seyd  and  do, 
She  roof  hir^elye  to  the  herte, 
And  deyde  through  the  wonnde  smerte. 
Bat  al  the  maner  how  she  deyde,         375 
And  al  the  wordee  that  she  soyde, 
Who-so  to  knows  hit  hath  porpos, 
Beed  Yirgile  in  Eneidos 
Or  the  Epistle  of  Ovyde, 
What  that  she  wroot  or  that  she  dyde :  380 
And  nere  hit  to  long  to  endyte, 
By  god,  I  woldfi  hit  here  wi^rte. 

Bat,  welaway !  the  harm,  the  ronthe, 
That  hath  betid  for  swich  ontroothe. 
As  men  may  ofbe  in  bokes  rede,  3^ 

And  al  day  seen  hit  yet  in  d^d^ 
That  for  to  thenken  hit,  a  tene'is. 

Lo,  Demophon,  dnk  of  Athenis, 
How  he  forswor  him  fill  falsly 
And  trayed  Phillis  wikkedly,  390 

The  kinges  doghter  was  of  Trace, 
And  falsly  gan  his  terme  pace; 
And  when  she  wiste  that  he  was  fals, 
She  heng  hij>6elf  right  l^  the  hals. 
For  he  had  do  hir  swich  ontroathe ;     395 
Lo !  was  not  this  a  wo  and  ronthe  ? 

£ek  lo !  how  fals  and  reooheles 
Was  to  Briseida  Achilles, 
And  Paris  to  fOenone ; 
And  Jason  to  Isiphile  ;  400 

And  eft  Jason  to  Medea ; 
And  Ercoles  to  Pyanira ; 
For  he  lefle  hir  for  Ible, 
That  made  him  caoche  his  deeth,  pardee. 

How  fals  eek  was  he,  Theseus ;         405 
That,  as  the  story  telleth  ns, 
How  he  betrayed  Adriane ; 
The  deyel  be  his  scales  bane !  >    .'  ,^  t*^A 
For  had  he  langhed,  had  he  loored,;  ^ 
Ho  mostd  have  be  al  devoored,  410 

If  Adriane  ne  had  y-be ! 
And,  for  she  had  of  him  pitee. 
She  made  him  fro  the  dethe  escape, 
And  he  made  hir  a  fnl  fals  jape; 


For  after  this,  within  a  whyle  415 

Heleftehirslepingeinanyie, 'Uv       '   ^>^, 

Deserte  alone,  right  in  the  see. 

And  stal  away,  and  leet  hir  be ; 

And  took  hir  snster  Phedza  ibo 

With  him,  and  gan  to  shippe  go.  4J0 

And  yet  he  had  y-swom  to  here, 

On  al  that  ever  he  mighte  swere. 

That,  so  she  saved  him  his  lyf. 

He  wolde  have  take  hir  to  his  wyf ; 

For  she  desired  nothing  dies,  425 

In  certain,  as  the  book  ns  tellee. 

But  to  excnsen  Sneas 
Falliche  of  al  his  greet  trespas, 
The  book  seyth,  Mercorie,  saons  fkile, 
Bad  him  go  into  Itaile,  450 

And  leve  AnfErykes  regionn, 
And  Dido  and  hir  faire  toon. 

Tho  saw  I  grave,  how  to  Itaile 
Daan  Eneas  is  go  tosaile; 
And  how  the  tempest  al  began,  455 

And  how  he  loete  his  steieanan. 
Which  that  the  stere,  or  he  took  koep, 
Smot  over-bord,  lo  t  as  he  sleep. 

And  also  saw  I  how  Sibyle 
And  Eneas,  besyde  an  yle,  440 

To  helle  wente,  for  to  see 
His  fader,  Anchises  the  firae. 
How  he  ther  fond  Palinoros, 
And  Dido,  and  eek  Deiphdms ; 
And  every  toorment  eek  in  belle         445 
Saw  he,  which,  is  long  to  telle. 
Which  who-so  wiUeth  for  to  knows. 
He  moste  rede  many  a  rowe^^ '    "  - ' 

On  Yirgile  or  on  CSaodian,  ^' ^  <  <«<. 
Or  Daonte,  that  hit  telle  oan.<  45U 

Tho  saw  I  grave  al  th'arivaile  ' " 
That  Eneas  had  in  Itaile ; 
And  with  king  Latine  his  tretee, 
And  alle  the  batailles  that  he 
Was  at  him-self,  and  eek  hisknigfates,  455 
Or  he  had  al  y-wonne  his  rightes ; 
And  how  he  Tamos  reftehis  lyf; 
And  wan  Lftvyna  to  his  wyf ; 
And  al  the  mervelons  signals 
Of  the  goddes  celestials ;  460 

How,  maogre  Jono,  Eneas, 
For  al  hir  sleighte  and  hir  compas, 
Aoheved  alhis  aventore; 
For  Japiter  took  of  him  core 
At  the  prayere  of  Venos  4^ 
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The  whiche  I  preye  alway  aure  u, 
And  ns«y  of  oar  sorwes  lighte ! 

Whan  I  had  seyen  al  thisoghto 
In  thii  noUo  temple  tkof, 
*AiIiord!*thoQgfateI,  'that  madent  w, 
Yet  saw  I  neiwr  ewioh  noblene  471 

Of  imageSf  ne  swieh  xicbeese, 
As  I  saw  graven  in  this  ohirche : 
Batnotwootlwhd^d^WmVlTOhe,    ''*' 
Ke  wher  I  am,  ne  in  what  contree.      475 
But  now  wol  I  go  oat  and  see, 
Bight  at  the  wiket,  if  I  can 
See  o-wher  storing  any  man, 
That  may  me  telle  wher  I  am.' 

When  I  ont  at  the  dores  oam,  480 

I  taste  abonte  me  b^ield. 
Then  saw  I  bat  a  large  feld, 
As  fer  as  that  I  mighte  see, 
Withoaten  toon,  or  hoos,  or  tree, 
Or  bash,  or  gras,  or*  ere^lond ;  485 

For  al  the  feld  nas  bat  of  sond 
As  smal  as  man  may  see  yet  lye 


In  the  desert  of  libye ; 

Ke  I  no  maner  oxeatare, 

That  is  y-foinned  hy  nature, 

Ne  saw,  me  (for]  to  nde  or  wisse. 

'O  Crist,'  thonghte  I, '  that  art  in  btisse, 

Fro  fuitom  and  iUosioun 

Me  save ! '  and  with  derocioan 

Myn  y6n  to  the  heven  I  easte. 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo  f  at  the  laste, 
That  faste  by  the  sonae,  as  fayO 
As  kenne  mighte  I  with  msnn  ye, 
^  Me  Uioo^te  I  saw  aa  egle  sore,    1  • 
l^t  that  hit  seined  moobe  mora 
Then  I  had  any  egle  seyn. 
Bat  this  as  sooth  as  deeth,  oerteyn, 
Hit  was  of  goldsi  and  shoon  se  brighte, 
That  never  saw  men  saeh  a  sighte, 
Bat-if  the  heven  hadde  y-wonne  505 

Al  newe  of  gcdde  another  sonne ; 
So  shoon  the  ec^es  iiBthres  brighte. 
And  somwhat  doonward  gan  hit  Ughte. 
Explicit  liber  prinnui* 
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Now  haricneth,  every  maner  man 
That  Knglish  nnderstonde  can,  510 

Andlisteth  of  my  dseem  to  lece; 
F<n- xgw  at  erste  shol  ye  here 
So  ftel^tti  avisiottn, 
That  Isaye,  ne  Soipio«n,    ' 
Neking^fabogodonosor,  515 

Fharo,  Tamos,  ne  Eleanor, 
Ne  mette  S¥dch  a  dreem  as  this ! 
Now fiure  blisfal,  0  Cqtria,  \  -■  (10) 

So  be  my  fovoar  at  this  tyme ! 
And  ye,  me  to  endyte  and  ryme  5^0 

Helpeth,  that  on  Paumaso  dweUe 
By  Elicon  the  olase  weOe. 

0  Thoo^ii,  that  wroot  al  that  I  mette, 
And  in  the  tresosie  hit  idiette 
Ofmybcayn!  nowshalmenaee  525 

If  any  verta  in  tliee  be, 
To  tellen  al  my  dzaam  ari^it ; 
Now  kythe  Ifeyp  aanjiiiand  tnight !     (ao) 

M 


TltBDream, 
This  egle,  of  which  I  have  yaw  told, 
That  shoon  with  fisthxes  as  of  gold,      530 
Which  that  so  hye  gan  to  sore, 
I  gan  beholde  more  and  more. 
To  see  hir  beaatee  and  the  wonder ; 
Bat  never  was  ther  dint  of  thonder, 
Ne  that  thing  that  men  oalle  foadre,  555 
Tha,t  smoot  somtyme  a  toar  to  pondre. 
And  in  his  swifto  ooming  brende,   • 
That  so  swythe  gan  deseende,  (50) 

As  this  foal,  whan  hit  behelde) 
That  I  a^roome  was  in  the  :feldd         540 
And  with  his  gnonme  pawes  stronge, 
Within  his  sharpe  nayles  longe. 
Me,  fleinge,'at  a  swq;>pe  he  hente,  < '     -  ' 
Ai)d  with  his^lokrs  agayn  ap  wente, 
Me  caiyinge  in  his  dawes  starke         545 
As  lightly  as  I  were  a  lorke, 
How  high,  I  can  not  teUe  yow, 
For  I  cam  np,  I  nista  how«  (40) 

For  so  astonied  and  a^sweved 
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Was  everjr  veriu 'in  my  heved,  550 

What  with  his  soon  and  with  my  drede, 
That  al  my  feling  gan  to  dede ; '^ 
For-why  hit  was  to  greet  taSruy, 

Thos  I  longe  in  his  olawes  lay, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  to  me  spak  555 

In  mannes  tois,  and  seyde,  *  Awak ! 
And  he  not  f  so  a-gast,  for  shame ! ' 
And  called  me  tho  by  my  name.  (50) 

And,  for  I  sholde  the  bet  abreyde-* 
Me  mette—*  Awak,'  to  me  he  seyde,     560 
Right  in  the  same  vois  and  stevene 
That  nseth  oon  I  ooade  nevene  ^  nv.*  .  .  t 
And  with  that  vois,  soth  for  to  sayn, 
My  minde  cam  to  me  agayn ; 
For  hit  was  goodly  seyd  to  me,  5^ 

Ho  nas  hit  never  Mront  to  be. 

And  herwithal  I  gan  to  store, 
And  he  me  in  his  feet  to  here,  (60) 

TU  that  he  felte  that  I  had  hete, 
And  felte  eek  tho  myn  herte  bete.        570 
And  tho  gan  he  me  to  disporte. 
And  with  wordes  to  comforte. 
And  sayde  twySs,  *  Seynte  Marie ! 
Thou  art  noyons  for  to  carle, 
And  nothing  nedeth  hit,  pardee  I         575 
For  al-so  wis  god  helpe  me 
As  thou  non  harm  shalt  have  of  this ; 
And  this  oas,  that  betid  thee  is,  (70) 

Is  for  thy  lore  and  fbr  thy  prow ; — 
Let  see!  darst  thou  yet  loke  now?       580 
Be  All  assured,  boldely, 
I  am  thy  frencL'    And  therwith  I 
Oan  for  to  wondren  in  lay  minde. 

*  O  god,'  thonghte  I, '  that  madest  kinde, 
Shal  I  non  other  we3re8  dye  ?  585 
Wher  Joves  wol  me  stelli^ 

Or  what  thing  may  this  signifye  ? 

I  neither  am  Snok,  ne  Elye,  (80) 

Ne  Bomnlns,  ne  Ganymede 

That  was  y-bore  ap,  as  men  rede,        590 

To  hevene  with  dan  Jopiter, 

And  maad  the  goddes  boteler.* 

Lo  I  this  was  tho  my  f antacye ! 
But  he  that  bar  me  gan  espye 
That  I  so  thoghte,  and  seyde  this : —    595 

*  Thou  demest  of  thy-eelf  amis ; 
For  Joves  is  not  ther-abonte — 

I  dar  wel  putte  thee  out  of  doute —     (90) 

To  make  of  thee  as  yet  a  stene. 

Bat  er  I  here  thee  moohe  feize,  600 


I  wol  thee  telle  what  I  am, 
And  whider  thou  shalt,  and  why  I  cam 
To  fdone  this,  so  that  thou  take 
Good  herte,  and  not  for  fere  quake.' 

*  Gladly,'  quod  I.    *  Now  wel,'  quod  he  :— 

*  First  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee,     606 
Of  which  thou  hast  a  feer  and  wonder. 
Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  thonder, 
Which  that  men  oallen  Jupiter,        (loi) 
That  dooth  me  flee  ltd  ofte  fer  610 
To  do  al  his  oomaundement. 

And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 

To  thee :  now  fherkne,  by  thy  trouthe  1 

Certeyn,  he  hath  of  thee  routhe, 

That  thou  so  longe  trewely  615 

Hast  served  so  ententifly 

His  blinde  nevtfw  Oupido, 

And  fair  Venus  [goddesBe]  also*  (i  10) 

Withoute  guerdoun  ever  yit. 

And  nevertheles  hast  set  thy  wit —      600 

Although  that  in  thy  hede  ful  flyte  is-^ 

To  make  bokes,  songes,  dytees, 

In  ryjne,  or  elles  in  cadence,     ,   '  > 

As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  servants  eke,  625 

That  have  his  servise  soght,  and  soke ; 

And  peynest  thee  to  preyse  his  art, 

Althogh  thou  haddest  never  part ;     (ix>) 

Wherfor,  al-so  god  me  blesse, 

Joves  halt  hit  greet  humUesse  650 

And  vertu  eek,  that  thou  wolt  make 

A-night  All  ofte  thyn  heed  to  ake, 

In  thy  studie  so  thou  wrytest. 

And  ever-mo  of  love  endjrtest, 

In  honour  of  him  and  preysinges,        635 

And  in  his  folkes  fdrtheringes, 

And  in  hir  matere  al  devyeest,  (129) 

And  noght  him  nor  his  folk  despysest, 

Although  thoumayst  go  in  the  daunoe^^   '^ 

Of  hem  that  him  list  not  avaunoe.      640 

*  Wherfor,  as  I  seyde,  y-wis, 
Jupiter  considereth  this, 
And  also,  beau  sir,  other  thinges ; 
That  is,  that  thou  hast  no  tydinges 
Of  Loves  folk,  if  they  be  glade,  645 

Ne  of  no|^t  elles  that  god  made ; 
And  noght  only  fro  fer  oontree 
That  ther  no  tyding  oomth  to  thee,  (140) 
But  of  thy  verray  neyghebores, 
That  dwellen  almost  at  thy  dores,        650 
Ihoa  hM«ft  ntithsclhiii  &•  tUsi 
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For  whan  thy  labotir  doon  al  is, 
^  ]l  And  haat  j-maad  thy  rekeninges, 
In  sted^  of  reste  and  newe  thinges, 
Thou  go«t  hoom  to  thy  hons  anoon  ;     6$$ 
And,  also  domh  as  any  stQpn,  ^ 
Thon  sittest  at  another  hoke, 
<      Til  ftilly  dMwed  ia  thy  loke,  ^  ^  (ijo) 

And  livest  thna  as  an  hermsrte, 
•Although  thyn  abstinence  is  lyte.        660 
*  And  Hierfor  Joves,  through  his  grace, 
Wol  that  I  here  thee  to  a  place, 
j      Which  that  hight  trs  Hods  or  Famv, 
To  do  thee  aom  disport  and  game, 
In  00m  recompensaoioTin  665 

Of  labour  and  derooionn 
That  then  hast  had,  lo  1  causelea, 
To  Cupido,  the  reocheles !   v .:  ^, .  v    (160) 
And  thus  this  god,  thorgh  his  meryte, 
Wol  with  jom  maner  thing  thee  quyte, 
80  that  thou  wolt  be  of  good  ohere.      671 
For  truste  wel,  that  thou  shalt  here, 
When  we  be  oomen  ther  I  seye, 
llo  wonder  thinges,  dar  I  leye. 
Of  Lores  foike  mo  tydlnges,  675 

Bothe  Both-sawes  and  lesingee ; 
And  mo  loves  newe  begonne. 
And  longe  y-serred  loves  wonne,        (170) 
And  mo  loves  casueUy 
That  been  hetid,  no  man  wot  why,      680 
But  as  a  blind  man  stert  an  hare ; 
And  more  jolytee  and  fare, 
Whyl  that  they  flnde  love  of  stele, 
As  thinketh  hem,  and  over-al  wele ; 
Mo  discords,  and  mo  jelouffyes,  6»s 

Mo  murmurs,  and  mo  novdryes. 
And  mo  diBBimulacimiTis, 
And  feyned  reparaoionns ;  (180) 

And  mo  berdes  in  twohonres 
Withonte  rasour  or  sisonres  690 

Y-maad,  then  greynes  be  of  sondes ; 
And  eke  mo  holdbige  in  hondes. 
And  also  mo  renovdaunces 
Of  olde  forleten  aqueyntannoes ; 
Mo  love-dayes  and  aoordss  695 

Then  on  instruments  ben  eordes ; 
And  eke  of  loves  mo  esohaunges 
Than  ever  cornea  were  in  graunges ;  (190) 
Unethe  maastow  trowen  this  ?*—         699 
Quod  he.    *  No,  helpe  me  god  so  wis  !7 — 
Quod  T.    *  No  ?  why?»  quod  he.    '  For  hit 
Were  impossible,  to  my  wit. 


Tliough  that  Fame  hadde  al  the  pyM 

In  al  a  realme,  and  al  the  spyes, 

How  that  yet  she  shulde  here  al  this,  705 

Or  they  espye  hit.*    *  O  yis,  yis !» 

Quod  he  to  me,  *  that  can  I  prove 

By  resoun,  worthy  for  to  leve, '  (joo) 

So  that  thou  yeve  thyn  advettehoe 

To  understonde  my  sentence.  710 

*  First  shalt  thou  heren  wher  she  dwell- 

eth,     p  . 
And  so  thyn  owne  hook  hit  telleth  ; 
Hir  paleys  stant,  as  I  shal  seye, 
Bight  even  in  mlddes  of  the  weye 
Betwixen  hevene,  erthe,  and  see ;         715 
That,  what-so-ever  in  al  these  three 
Is  spoken,  in  privee  or  aperte, 
The  wey  therto  is  so  overte,'  (aio) 

And  stant  eek  in  so  juste  a  place. 
That  every  soun  mot  to  hit  pace,  730 

Or  whut  so  oomth  fro  any  tonge. 
Be  hit  rouned,  red,  or  songe. 
Or  spoke  in  seurtee  or  drede, 
Certein,  hit  moste  thider  nede. 

'  Now  heikne  wel ;  for-why  I  wille  735 
Tellen  thee  a  propre  sidle. 
And  fworthy  demonstraeionn 
In  myn  imagsmadoun.  (mo) 

*  Cie£hrey,  thou  west  right  wel  this, 
That  every  londlj^ing  that  is,  r",        7.^ 
Hath  a  kindly  stede  th^  he 

May  best  in  hit  conserved  be ; 
Unto  which  place  eveiy  thing,   ' 
Through  his  kindly  enclyning,  .?; 
Moveth  for  to  come  to,  j^ 

Whanthathitisaweytherftoj  ^  ► 
As  thus ;  lo,  thou  mayst  al  day  sm     n,  /' 
That  any  thing  that  hevy  be,  T^3^P 

Am  stootn  or  leed,  or  thing  of  wighte, 
And  ber  hit  never  so  hye  on  highte,     740 
Lat  go  thyn  hand,  hit  flOleth  doun. 

*  Bight  so  seye  I  by  fyre  or  tfoun. 
Or  smoke,  or  other  thinges  lighte, 
Alwey  they  seke  upward  on  highte ; 
Whyl  ech  of  hem  is  at  his  large,  745 
Light  thing  up,  and  dounward  charge. 

*  And  for  this  cause  mayst  thou  see. 
That  every  river  to  the  see  (940) 
Enclyned  is  to  go^  by  kinds. 

And  by  these  skilles,  as  I  flnde,  750 

Hath  fish  dwellinge  in  fioode  and  see, 
And  treM  eek  in  erthe  be. 
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Thus  every  thing,  by  this  resonn, 

Hath  his  propre  maiosioiin, 

To  which  hit  seketh  to  repaire,  755 

As  ther  hit  shnlde  not  apaire. 

Lo,  this  sentence  is  knowen  oonthcD 

Of  every  philosophx<eB  moath^  (350) 

As  Aristotle  and  dan  Platon, 

And  other  clerkes  many  oon  ;  760 

And  to  confirme  my  resonn, 

Thon  wost  wol  this,  that  speche  is  sonn, 

Or  elles  no  man  mighte  hit  here ; 

Kow  fherkne  what  I  wol  thee  Itfe. 

*  Sonn  is  noght  hot  air  y-broken,       765 
And  every  speche  that  is  spoken, 

Loud  or  privee,  fool  or  fair, 

In  his  snbstaiinoe  is  hat  air ;  (a6o) 

For  as  flanmbe  is  bnt  lighted  smoke, 

Bight  so  soon  is  air  y-broke.  770 

Bnt  this  may  be  in  many  wyse, 

Of  which  I  wil  thee  two  devyse, 

As  sonn  that  oomtk  of  pype  or  hazpe. 

For  whan  a  pype  is  Uowen  sharpe, 

The  air  is  twist  witii  violenoe,  775 

And  rent ;  lo,  this  is  my  sentenee ; 

Eek,  whan  men  harpe-stringes  saayte, 

Whether  hit  be  medie  or  lyte,  (ayo) 

Lo,  with  the  strook  the  air  to-lneketh ;  779 

Bight  BO  hit  bveketh  whan  men  speketh. 

Thns  wost  thon  wel  what  thing  is  speche. 

*  Now  hennesforth  I  woL  thee  teche. 
How  every  speohot  or  Boise,  or  soon, 
Throngh  his  mnkiplioaoionn, 

Thogh  hit  were  pyped  of  a  mons^        785 
Moot  nede  oome  to  Fames  Eata^ 
I  preve  hit  thns — tak  hede  now— 
By  experience ;  for  if  that  thon         (280) 
Throwe  on  water  now  a  stoon, 
Wel  wost  thon,  hit  wol  make  anoon    790 
A  litel  ronndel  as  a  oerole, 
Paraventnre  brood  as  a  ooverole  ;\t'  " 
And  right  aneon  thon  shalt  see  wed, 
That  wheel  wol  canse  another  wheels 
And   that   the   thridde,  and  so   forth, 
brother,  795 

Every  oerole  causing  other, 
Wyder  than  himsdye  was ; 
And  thns,  fro  roundel  to  eompas,       (290) 
£ch  abonte  other  goinge, 
Caused  of  otheres  stennge,  800 

And  mnHipl5dng  ever-mo, 
Til  that  hit  be  so  fer  y-go 


That  hit  at  bothe  brinkes  be. 
Al-thogh  thou  inbwe  hit  not  y4ee 
Above,  hit  goth  yet  alway  under,  -"-^  805 
Although  thou  thenke  hit  a  gret  wonder. 
And  who-so  seith  of  trouthe  I  varie, 
Bid  him  proven  the  oontrarie.  (300) 

And  right  thus  every  word,  y-wis. 
That  loude  or  privee  spoken  is,  810 

Moveth  first  an  air  aboute, 
And  of  this  moving,  out  of  donte, 
Another  air  anoon  is  moved, 
As  I  have  of  the  water  proved. 
That  every  cerde  canseth  other.  815 

Bight  so  of  air,  my  leve  brother ; 
Everich  air  in  other  stereth  (309) 

More  and  m<nre,  and  qpeohe  up  bereth. 
Or  vois,  or  noise,  or  word,  or  soon, 
Ay  through  multiplieacioun,  Sao 

Til  hit  be  atte  Hous4)of  Fftme ; — 
Tdk  hit  in  emest  or  in  game. 

*  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  have  mlnde, 
How  speche  or  sonn,  of  pore  kinds, 
Enclyned  is  upward  to  move ;  8^5 

This,  mayst  thou  fele,  wel  I  prove. 
And  that  fthe  mansicun,  y-wis. 
That  every  thing  endyned  to  is,        dao) 
Hath  his  kindeliohe  stede : 
fThan  sheweth  hit,  withouten  drede,  890 
That  kinddy  the  mansieun 
Of  every  ^>eche,  of  every  soon. 
Be  hit  dther  foul  or  ftdr. 
Hath  his  kinds  place  in  air. 
And  sin  that  every  thing,  that  is         8^ 
Out  of  his  kinds  place,  y-wis, 
Moveth  thider  for  to  go 
If  hit  a-weye  be  tberfro,  (330) 

As  I  before  have  preved  thee, 
Hit  seweth,  every  soun^  pardee,  840 

Moveth  kindefy  to  pace 
Al  up  into  his  kinddy  plaoe. 
And  this  place  of  wMoh  I  telle, 
Ther  as  Fame  list  to  dweUe, 
Is  set  amiddes  of  these  three,  845 

Heven,  erthe,  and  eek  the  see, 
As  most  oonservatif  the  soon. 
Than  is  this  the  concludonn,  (340) 

Tliat  every  speche  of  every  man 
As  I  thee  tdle  first  began,  8^ 

Moveth  up  on  high  to  paro 
Kinddy  to  Fames  place. 

'  TeUe  me  this  fdthMIy, 
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Have  I  not  pre^nd  thna  gixnply, 

Withonten  any  labtiltee  855 

Of  speehe,  or  gret  prolizitae 

Of  tacmai  of  philoflophye, 

Offlgnreiof  poetrye,  (350) 

Or  colours  of  reihoryke? 

Pardee,  hit  of^te  thee  to  lyke ;  860 

For  hard  laogage  and  hard  matare 

Is  enoombiDos  for  to  here 

At  ones ;  wost  thoa  not  wel  this ?' 

And  I  answerdO)  and  SQjrde,  *■  Tia' 

*  A  ha  r  quod  he,  *  lo,  so  I  oan  865 
Lewedly  to  a  lewed  man 

Speke,  and  ahewe  him  swiehe  skiles, 
That  he  may  shake  hem  by  the  biles,  i$6o) 
So  palpable  th^  shnlden  be. 
But  tel  me  this,  now  pray  I  thee,         870 
How  thinkth  thee  my  oonolnsioaB  V 
[Qood  ho].    *  A  good  persnasioon,' 
Quod  I,  *  hit  is;  and  lyk  to  be 
Bight  so  as  thou  hast  preyed  me.' 

*  By  god,' quod  he,  *  and  as  I  lave,        875 
Thoa  Shalt  haye  yit,  or  hit  be  eve, 

Of  eyezy  word  of  this  sentence 

A  preve,  l^  experience ;  (370) 

And  with  thyn  eres  heren  wel 

Top  and  tail,  and  eveiydel*,  880 

That  evezy  word  that  spoken  is 

Comth  into  Vames  Hous,  y^wis, 

AsIhaTSSsyd;  what  wiHthon  more?' 

And  with  tbia  word  upper  to  sore 

He  gan,  and seyde,  ^By  Seynt  Jaue !  885 

Now  wil  we  spekea  al  of  game.'— 

*  How  ikrest  thoa?'  qnodhetome. 
»Wel,'qnodI.    *  Now  see,*  qnod  he,  (380) 

*  By  thy  troothe,  yond  adorn, 

Wher  thai  thon  kmmwist  any  toon,     890 

Or  hons,  or  any  other  thing. 

And  whan  thon  hast  of  ought  knowing, 

Loke  that  thoa  wame  me, 

And  I  anoon  shal  telle  thee 

How  fer  that  thoa  art  now  therDro.'     895 

And  I  adonn  fgon  loken  tfao, 
And  beheld  iUdes  and  plalnea,  (389) 

And  now  MUesi  and  now  monntaines^ 
.  Now  yaleys,  and  now  fMrestes, 
«  And  now,  nnethesi,  gveta  bestes ;  900 

Now  riyeres,  now  oitees, 
Now  tonnes,  and  now  grete  trees, 
Now  shlppes  sailinge  in  the  see. 

Bnt  thns  sone  In  a  whyle  he 


Was  flowen  fi^  the  gronnde  so  hyjl,     905 

That  al  the  world,  as  to  myn  y«, 

No  more  semed  than  a  prikke ; 

Or  elles  was  the  air  so  thikke  (400) 

That  I  ne  mighte  nob  disoeme. 

With  that  he  spak  to  me  as  yeme,      910 

Ands^e:  *  Seestow  any  toon 

Or  onght  thon  knowest  yonder  doon  ?' 

I  seyde,  *  Nay.'    *  No  wonder  nis,' 
Qaod  he,  *  for  half  so  high  as  this 
Nas  Alexander  Macedo ;  915 

Ne  the  king,  dan  Soipio, 
That  saw  in  drema,  at  point  deyys,  1 
HeUe  and  erthe,  and  paradys ;  ^(4 10) 

Ne  eek  the  wreo^ie  Dedalns^ 
Ne  his  child,  nyoe  Icams,  9^ 

That  fleigh  SQ^highe  that  the  heto' 
His  winges  o^klt;  and  he  fol  wete 
In-mid  the  see,  and  ther  he  dreyntO) 
For  whom  was  maked  mooh  oorapleynte. 

•  Now  tarn  npward,'  qood  he,  'thy  fttoe. 
And  behold  this  laigv  place,  926 

This  air;  bnt  loke  thon  ne  Iw 
Adrad  of  hem  that  thoa  shalt  ses ;    (430) 
For  in  this  regionn,  eertein, 
Dwelleth  many  &  citeaein,  930 

Of  which  that  speketh  dan  Plato. 
These  ben  the  earHfh  bestes,  lo !' ."»-    '' 
And  so  saw  I  al  that  meynee  ^  < 
Bothe  goon  and  also  flee. 
*  Now,'  quod  he  tho,  *  cast  np  thjm  yO;  935 
See  yonder,  lo,  the  GalaxyA, 
Which  men  depeth  the  Milky  Wey, 
Forhitis  whyt :  and  sonmie,  pcurfey,  (430) 
Oallen  hit  Watlinge  Strete : 
That  ones  was  y^brent  with  hete,         940 
Whan  the  sonnes  sone,  the  rede, 
That  highte  Pheton,  wolde  lede 
Algate  his  f^er  cart,  and  gye. 
The  cart-hors^gonne  wel  espye 
That  he  ne  conde  no  goyemannee,       945 
And  gonne  for  to  lepe  and  larmice. 
And  beren  him  now  np,  now  donn, 
Til  ^at  he  saw  the  Soorpionn,  (440) 

Which  that  in  heven  a  signe  Is  3dt. 
And  he,  for  f^rde,  loste  his  wit,  950 

Of  that,  and  leet  the  reynes  goon 
Of  his  hors ;  and  they  anoon 
Gonne  np  to  monnte,  and  dotin  deseende 
Til  bothe  the  eyr  and  erthe  brend© ; 
Til  Jnpiter,  lo,  atte  laste,  955 
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Him  slow,  and  fro  tae  oarte  caste. 
Lo,  is  it  not  a  greet  misdhatince, 
To  lete  a  fole  han  govemauice  (450) 

Of  thing  that  he  can  not  demeine  ? ' 

And  -witl^  this  -word,  00th  for  to  seyne, 
He  gan  alway  npper  to  sore,  961 

'  And  gladded  me  ay  more  and  more, 
So  feithfolly  to  me  spak  he. 

Tho  gan  I  loken  under  me. 
And  beheld  the  eyrish  bestes,  965 

Caondes,  mistes,  and  tempestes, 
Snowes,  hailee,  reines,  windes. 
And  th'engendring  in  hir  kindes,      (460) 
And  al  the  wey  through  whiche  I  cam ; 

*  O  god,'  qnod  I,  *  that  made  Adam,     970 
Moche  is  thy  might  and  thy  noblesse ! ' 

And  tho  tiionghte  I  upon  Bofioe, 
That  writ,  *  a  thought  may  flee  so  hy6, 
With  fetheres  of  Philosophye, 
To  passen  everich  element ;  975 

And  whan  he  hath  so  fer  y-went. 
Than  may  be  seen,  behind  his  bi^, 
Clond,  and  al  that  I  of  spak.*  (470) 

Tho  gan  I  wezen  in  a  were. 
And  seyde,  *  I  woot  wel  I  am  here ;      980 
Bnt  wher  in  body  or  in  gost 
I  noot,  y-wis ;  but  god,  thou  wost ! ' 
For  more  deer  entendement 
Nadde  he  me  never  yit  y-sent. 
V '  ''And  than  thonghte  I  on  Maroian,       985 
.  i,  And  eek  on  Antedandian, 
< .    That  sooth  was  hir  desoiipoioan 

Of  al  the  hevenes  regionn,  (480) 

As  fer  as  that  I  saw  the  preye ; 
Therfor  I  can  hem  now  beleve.  990 

With  that  this  egle  gan  to  orye : 

*  Lat  be,'  qnod  he,  *  thy  fanta^ye ; 
Wilt  thoQ  lere  of  sterres  aught  ? ' 

*  Nay,  certeinly,'  quod  I,  *  right  naught ; 
And  why  ?  for  I  am  now  to  old.'  995 

*  EUes  I  wdde  thee  have  told,' 
Qaod  he,  *  the  sterres  names,  lo. 

And  al  tiie  hevenes  signes  to,  (490) 

And  which  th^  been.'   *  No  fors,'  qnod  I. 

*  Tis,  Pardee,'  qnod  he ;  *  wostowwhy ?  1000 
For  whan  then  redest  poetrye, 

How  goddes  gonne  stelUfye 

Brid,  fish,  beste,  or  him  or  here. 

As  the  Baven,  or  either  Bere, 

Or  Ariones  harpe  fyn,  long 

Castor,  PoUnx,  or  Delphyn, 


Or  f  Atlantes  donghtres  sevene, 
Howalle  theseam  set  in  hevene;      (500) 
For  though  thou  have  hem  ofbe  on  honde, 
Yet  nostow  not  wher  that  they  stonde.' 

*  No  fors,'  quod  I,  *  hit  is  no  node :      loii 
I  leve  as  wel,  so  god  me  spede, 

Hem  that  wiyte  of  this  matere. 
As  though  I  knew  hir  places  here ; 
And  eek  they  shynen  here  so  brighte. 
Hit  shulde  shenden  al  my  sighte,       1016 
To  loke  on  hem.'    *  That  may  wel  be,' 
Quod  he.    And  so  forth  bar  he  me      (510) 
A  whyl,  and  than  he  gan  to  orye, 
That  never  herde  I  thing  so  hjre,         loao 
'  Now  up  the  heed ;  for  al  is  wel ; 
Seynt  Julyan,  lo,  bon  hostel ! 
See  here  i^e  House  of  I^une,  lo  I 
Maistow  not  heren  that  I  do  P' 
'  What  ?'  qnod  I.    *  The  grete  soun,'  1025 
Quod  he,  *  that  rumUeth  up  and  doun 
In  Fames  Hous,  Ail  of  tydingea, 
Bothe  of  tait  speohe  and  chydinges,  (520) 
And  of  fEils  and  soth  compouned. 
Herkne  wel ;  hit  is  not  rouned.  1050 

Herestow  not  the  grete  swogh  ? ' 

*  Yis,  pardee,'  quod  I,  ^  wel  y-nogh.' 
*And  whatsounisitlyk?'  qnod  he. 

*  Peter !  lyk  beting  of  the  see,' 

'*Quod  I,  *  again  the  roches  holowe,       xq^i; 
Whan  tempest  doth  the  shippes  swalowe ; 
And  lat  a  man  stonde,  out  of  douie, 
A  myle  thens,  and  here  hit  route ;      (530) 
Or  elles  lyk  the  last  humblinge 
After  the  olappe  of  a  thundringe,       1040 
When  Joves  hath  the  air  y-bete ; 
But  hit  doth  me  fSor  fere  swete.' 

*  Nay,  dred  thee  not  therof,'  quod  he, 

*  Hit  is  nothing  wil  byten  thee ; 

Thou  shalt  non  harm  have,  trewely.'  1045 

And  with  this  word  bothe  he  and  I 
As  nigh  the  place  anyved  were 
As  men  may  casten  with  a  spere.       (540) 
I  nistd  how,  but  in  a  strete 
He  sette  me  fedre  on  my  fate,  1050 

And  s^yde,  *  Walke  forth  a  pas. 
And  tak  thyn  aventure  or  .oas. 
That  thou  shalt  finde  in  Fames  place.* 
*  Now,'  quod  I,  *  whyl  we  han  space 
To  speke,  or  that  I  go  Aro  thee,  105$ 

For  the  love  of  god,  tel  me, 
Iniooth  that  wil  I  of  thee  lere, 
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If  this  noise  that  I  here 

Be,  A8  I  have  herd  thee  teUen, 

Of  folk  that  donn  in  »ihe  dw^an, 

And  comth  here  in  the  same  wyse 

As  I  thee  herde  or  this  devyse ; 

And  that  ther  lyres  hody  nis 

In  al  that  hoas  that  yonder  is, 

That  maketh  al  this  londe  fSure?' 

•  No,'  qnod  he,  *  by  Seynte  Clare,  A 

And  also  wis  god  rede  me ! '        ^ '  * 

But  o  thinge  I  wil  wame  thee  ' 

Of  the  which  thou  wolt  have  wonder. 

Lo,  to  the  House  of  Eame  yonder        1070 

Thoa  wost  how  oometh  every  speohe, 

Hit  nedeth  noght  thee  eft  to  teohe. 

Bnt  nnderstond  now  right  wel  this ; 

Whan  any  speche  y-oomen  is 


1060 


1065 


(560) 


Up  to  the  pal^srs,  anon-right  1075 

Hit  wexeth  lyk  the  same  wight 

Which  that  the  word  in  ertho  spak, 

Be  hit  clothed  reed  or  blak  ;  (570) 

And  hath  so  yerray  his  lyknesse 

That  spak  the  word,  that  thon  wilt  gesse 

That  hit  the  same  body  be,  1081 

Man  or  woman,  he  or  she. 

And  is  not  this  a  wonder  thing  ? ' 

*  Yis,'  qnod  I  tho,  *  by  hevene  king ! ' 
And  with  this  worde,  *  Farwel,*  quod  he, 

*  And  here  I  wol  abyden  thee ;  1086 
And  god  of  hevene  sonde  thee  grace, 
80m  good  to  lemen  in  this  place.*      (580) 
And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon, 

And  gan  forth  to  the  paleya  goon.      1090 
Explicit  Uber  aecimdiis. 
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Inc^t  liber  tereins. 
Invocation, 


0  god  of  science  and  of  light, 
Apollo,  through  thy  grete  might, 
This  litel  laste  book  thon  gye  I 
Kat  that  I  wilne,  for  maistrye, 

Here  art  poetical  be  shewed ;  1095 

Bnt,  for  the  rym  is  light  and  lewed, 

Tit  make  hit  snmwhat  agreable. 

Though  som  vers  £ule  in  a  siUaUe ; 

And  that  I  do  no  diligence 

To  shewe  craft,  bnt  o  sentence.    (10)  iioo 

And  if,  divyne  vertu,  thon 

Wilt  helpe  me  to  shewe  now 

That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is — 

Lo,  that  is  for  to  menen  this, 

TheHonsof  Fametodesoiyve-—         1105 

Thoa  shalt  see  me  go,  as  blyve, 

Unto  the  nexte  lanre  I  see, 

And  kisse  hit,  for  hit  is  thy  tree ; 

Now  entreth  in  my  breste  anoon  !— 

The  Drtam, 

Whan  I  was  ftro  this  egle  goon,    (20)1110 

1  gan  beholde  upon  this  place. 


And  certein,  or  f  farther  pace, 

I  wol  yow  al  the  shap  devjrse 

Of  hons  and  fsite  ;  and  al  ^e  wyse 

How  I  gan  to  this  place  aproohe         1115 

That  stood  npon  so  high  a  roohe, 

Hyer  stant  ther  noon  in  Spaine. 

Bnt  np  I  clomb  with  alle  paine, 

And  though  to  olimbe  hit  greved  me, 

Tit  I  ententif  was  to  see,  (30)  iiio 

And  for  to  ponren  wonder  lowe. 

If  I  conde  any  weyes  knowe 

What  maner  stoon  this  roche  was ; 

For  hit  was  lyk  a  thing  of  g^as, 

Bnt  that  hit  shoon  ftil  mora  olere ;      1 125 

Bnt  of  what  congeled  matere 

Hit  was,  I  niste  redely. 

Bnt  at  the  laste  espyed  I, 
And  foond  that  hit  was,  every  deel, 
A  roohe  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.   (40)  1 130 
Thonghte  I,  *  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent ! 
This  were  a  feble  foondement 
To  bflden  on  a  place  hye ; 
He  OQghte  him  litel  gloriiye 
That  her^>n  bilt,  god  wp  me  save ! '       1 135 

Tho  saw  I  al  the  nu^y-grave 
With  famous  folkes  names  fele, 
That  had  y-been  in  moohel  wele, 
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And  hir  famds  "wyde  y-blowe. 

But  wel  nnethes  ooade  I  knowe   (50)  1140 

Any  lettrefl  for  to  rede 

Hir  names  by ;  fop,  out  of  drede, 

They  were  almost  of-thowed  ga, 

That  of  the  letires  oon  or  two 

Was  molte  away  of  evsry  name,  1145 

So  nnfamons  was'  wexe  hir  fSune ; 

Bnt  men  Beyn,  *  What  may  ever  laste  ? ' 

Tho  gan  I  in  myn  herte  oaste, 
That  they  were  molte  awoy  with  hete. 
And  not  awey  with  stormes  bete,  (dc^  1150 
For  on  that  other  i^de  I  sey 
Of  this  hille,  that  northward  lay, 
How  hit  was  writen  inl  of  names 
Of  folk  that  hadden  grete  fames 
Of  olde  tyme,  and  yit  they  were  1 155 

As  Aresshe   as    men    had   writen    hem 

there 
The  selye  day  right,  or  that  honre 
That  I  npon  hem  gan  to^nre. 
Bnt  wel  I  wiste  wha£,liii  made ; 
Hit  was  conserved  with  the  shade —    (70) 
Al  this  wrytinge  that  I  sy —  1161 

Of  a  oastel,  that  stood  on  hy, 
And  stood  eek  on  so  cold  a  place, 
That  hete  mighte  hit  not  deface. 

Tho  gan  I  np  the  hUle  to  goon,        11^ 
And  fond  upon  the  coppe  a  woon, 
That  alle  the  men  that  ben  on  lyve 
Ne  han  the  cunning  to  deaBryre 
The  beautee  of  that  ilke  place, 
Ne  coude  casten  no  oompaoe        (80)  1x70 
Swich  another  for  to  make, 
That  mjghte  of  beautee  be  his  make, 
Ke  [be]  so  wonderliohe  y-wrought ; 
That  hit  astonieth  yit  my  thought, 
And  maketh  al  my  wit  to  swinke        1 175 
On  this  castel  to  bethinke. 
So  that  the  grete  fcrafb,  beautee. 
The  ^^ast,  the  ooriositee 
Ke  can  I  not  to  yow  devyse, 
My  wit  ne  may  me  not  lu^se.     (90}  i  i9o 

But  natheles  al  the  substance 
I  have  jrit  in  my  remembrance ; 
For-why  me  thoughte,  hy  Seynt  Gyle ! 
Al  was  of  stone  of  beiyle, 
Bothe  castel  and  the  tour,  1 185 

And  eek  the  halle,  and  every  bonv, 
Withouten  peces  or  joiningen. 
But  many  subtil  oompaaiingeR, 


f  Babewinned  and  pinaoles,    ^ 

Imageries  and  taberaaolesy         (100)  1 190 

I  saw ;  and  Ad  eek  of  windowes^ 

As  flakes  falls  in  grofaa  snowee. 

And  eek  in  eoh  of  the  piaaddea 

Weren  sondiy  habitaolee, '  < ' '  r } 

In  whiche  stoden,  al  withoote —         rigj 

Ful  the  oastel,  al  aboute^ 

Of  alle  maner  of  minstrales. 

And  gestiourg,  thait  trilen  tales 

Bothe  of  weping  aoid  of  gaoae, 

Of  al  that  longeA  unto  Feme..    (uo>  esoo 

Ther  herde  I  pleyen  on  aa  harpe 
That  souned  bothe  wel  and  Bhaipe^ 
Orpheus  fal  orafbely, 
And  on  his  syde,  faste  by, 
Sat  the  harper  Orion,  1M5 

And  Eacides  Chiron, 
And  othpr  harpers  many  oon, 
And  the  "Bret  Glasourion ; 
And  smale  harpers  with  her  glefis 
fSeten  under  hem  in  seSs,  (tao)  taio 

And  gonne  on  hem  upward  to  gape, 
And  countrefete  hem  as  an  ape, 
■  Or  as  craft  countrefeteth  kinde.  * '     '  ^'    ^ 

Tho  saugh  I  stonden  hem  behinde, 
A-fer  fro  hem,  al  by  hemselve,  1215 

Many  thousand  tymes  twelve. 
That  maden  loude  menstralcyes 
In  comemuse,  and  shalmyes,  ! 
And  many  other  maner  pype. 
That  craftely  begunne  pype        (130)  1220 
Bothe  in  doucet  and  in  rede, 
That  ben  at  festes  with  the  brede ;    ^  .* 
And  many  floute  and  lilting^home. 
And  pypes  made  of  grene  come, 
As  h^  thise  Utel  herde-gromes,  1395 

That  kepen  bestes  in  the  bromea 

Ther  saugh  I  than  Atiterls, 
And  of  Athenes  dan  Pseustis, 
And  Maroia  that  lost  her  skin, 
Bothe  in  face,  body,  and  chin,    (140)  1230 
For  that  she  wolde  envy«in,  lo ! 
To  pypen  bet  then  Apollo. 
Ther  saugh  I  Aunous,  olde  and  yonge, 
Pypers  of  the  Dnche  tonge, 
To  leme  love-daunces,  springes,  1235 

Reyes,  and  these  straunge  thinges.     -     ^ 

Tho  saugh  I  in  another  place 
I  Stonden  in  a  large  space, 
I  Of  hem  that  maken  blody  soon 
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In  tni]iq;»e,  bemo,  and  elaricma ;  (150)  1240 
For  in  fight  and  blood-shedinge 
Is  used  gladly  olarioninge. 

Thor  horde  I  inunpon  Meflfenni, 
Of  trhom  that  speketh  VirgUina. 
Ther  herds  I  Joab  tnunpe  alao,  1245 

Theodomas,  and  other  mo; 
And  alle  that  need  olarion 
In  Cataloigne  and  Azagcm, 
That  in  hir  tyme  fSunona  were 
To  leme,  sangh  I  tmmpe  there.  (160)  1250 

Ther  aangh  I  litte  in  other  aeta, 
Fleyinge  upon  sondry  gletei 
Whiche  that  I  oannot  nevene, 
Mo  then  sterrea  been  in  herene, 
Of  whiohe  I  nil  as  now  not  xyme,        1955 
For  eee  of  yow,  and  loeae  of  tyme : 
For  tyme  y-loet,  this  kxkowen  ye, 
By  no  way  may  recovered  be. 

Ther  sa^igh  I  fpleyen  jogelonrg, 
ICagiciena  and  tregetoore^  (170)  ia6o 

And  phitoneaaee,  charmereesee,     - 
Olde  wicohea,  aoroereMea, 
That  nae  exorriaaoioona 
And  eek  thiae  ftimigaoioQna; 
And  derkes  eek,  which  oonne  wel      1265 
Al  thia  magyke  natorel. 
That  craftely  don  hir  ententea, 
To  make,  in  oerteyn  aaoendentea, 
Imagea,  lo,  throogh  which  magyk 
To  make  a  manbenhool  or  ^yk.  (180)  1^70 
Ther  sangh  I  fthee,  queen  Medea, 
And  Ciroea  eke,  and  Calipaa ; 
Ther  sangh  I  Hermea  Ballenna, 
remote,  and  eek  Simon  Magna.  1974, 

Ther  sangh  I,  and  knew  kern  by  name, 
That  by  snoh  art  don  men  han  fiune. 
Ther  sangh  I  Colle  tregeUmr  * 
Upon  a  taUe  of  aioamonr 
Fleye  an  nnoonthe  thing  to  telle ; 
I  sangh  him  oarien  a  wind-melle  (tgo)  1280 
I     Under  a  walsh-note  shale; 

What  shnld  I  make  longer  tale 
Of  al  the  peple  that  I  say, 
Fro  hennea  ia-to  domeeday  ? 

Whan  I  had  al  thia  folk  beholde,     1285 
And  fond  me  Ions,  and  noght  y-holde. 
And  efk  y-mnsed  kmge  m^le 
Upon  these  walles  of  beryle. 
That  shoon  ftil  lighter  than  a  glas. 
And  made  wel  more  than  hit  was      (soo) 


To  semen,  ereiy  thing,  y-wis,  1 191 

.  As  kinde  thing  of  £unea  is ;        •     «  .  r ' 
I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  fond 
The  castel-yate  on  my  right  bond, 
Which  that  so  wel  oorven  was  1295 

That  never  swioh  another  nas ; 
And  yit  hit  was  by  aventnre    ^ '  - 
Y-wronght,  as  often  as  by  core.     ^      • ' 

Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  tellen, 
To  make  yow  t<?longe  dwellen,  (210)  i.^too 
Of  this  yates  floriashinges, 
Ne  of  compasses,  ne  of  kerringes, 
Ne  how  they  t^^'i'^te  ^  masoneries. 
As,  oorbets  ftiUe  ot  imageries. 
Bat,  lord  !  so  fkir  hit  waa  to  shewe,    1305 
For  hit  was  al  with  gold  behewe. 
But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon ; 
Ther  mette  I  crying  many  oon, — 
*  A  larges,  larges,  hold  np  wel ! 
.  God  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,     (220)  1:^10 
Oar  owne  gentil  lady  Flune, 
And  hem  that  wUnen  to  have  name 
Of  ns  !*   Thoa  herde  I  oryen  alle, 
And  faste  oomen  out  of  halle. 
And  shoken  nobles  and  sterHnges.      1315 
And  somme  croaned  were  as  kinges, 
With  oroones  wroght  ftd  of  losengea ; 
And  many  riban,  and  many  frenges 
Were  on  hir  clothes  trewe^. 

Tho  atte  laste  aspyed  I  (230)  1320 

That  pnrsevanntea  and  herandee, 
That  cryen  riehe  folkea  landes, 
Bit  weren  alle ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  teHen  can, 
Had  on  him  throwen  a  Testnre,  1325 

Which  that  men  depe  a  oote-annnre, 
Enbrowded  wonderliche  riche, 
Al-thoogh  they  nere  nonght  y-liche. 
Bat  noght  nil  I,  00  mote  I  thryvo, 
Been  aboate  to  discryve  (240)  1330 

Al  these  armes  that  ther  weren, 
That  they  thos  on  hir  cotes  beren, 
For  hit  to  me  were  impossible  ; 
Men  mighte  make  of  hem  a  biblo 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trowe.  1335 

For  oerteyn,  who-so  conde  y-knowo 
Mighte  ther  alle  the  armes  seen 
Of  famous  folk  that  han  y-been 
In  AnfFrike,  Europe,  and  Ai^e, 
Sith  first  began  the  ohevalrye.    (250)  1340 
Lo !  how  shulde  I  now  telle  al  thin  ? 
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Ne  of  the  holle  eek  what  nede  is 

To  tellen  yow,  that  every  -wal 

Of  hit,  and  floor,  and  rw^  and  al 

Was  plated  half  a  fote  thikke  1345 

Of  gold,  and  that  naa  no-thing  wikke^ 

But,  for  to  prove  in  aOe  wyse, 

As  tyn  as  duoat  in  Venyse, 

Of  whiohe  to  lyte  al  in  my  pooohe  is? 

And  they  wer  set  asthikke  of  nonohis  (960) 

Fnlle  of  the  fynest  stones  £ure,  1351 

That  men  rede  in  the  Lapidaire, 

As  greses  growen  in  a  mode ; 

Bnt  hit  were  al  to  longe  to  rede 

The  names ;  and  therfore  I  pace.         1355 

Bnt  in  this  riohe  Insty  place, 
That  Fames  halle  called  was, 
Fnl  moche  prees  of  folk  ther  nas, 
Ne  cronding,  for  to  mochil  prees. 
Bnt  al  on  hye,  abore  a  dees,       {»yo)  1360 
fSitte  in  a  see  imperial, 
That  maad  was  of  a  mbee  al, 
Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  y-called, 
I  sangh,  perpetually  y-stalled, 
A  feminyne  creature ;  1365 

That  never  formed  by  nature 
Nas  swioh  another  thing  y-seya. 
For  altherflrst,  soth  for  to  seye, 
Me  thoughte  that  she  was  so  lyte, 
That  the  lengthe  of  a  cubyte       (s8o)  1370 
Was  lenger  than  she  semed  be ; 
But  thus  sone,  in  a  whyle,  she 
Hir  tho  so  fwonderliche  streighte, 
That  with  hir  feet  she  th'erthe  reighte, 
And  with  hir  heed  die  touched  hevene, 
Ther  as  shynen  sterres  sevene.  1376 

And  ther-to  eek,  as  to  my  wit, 
I  sangh  a  gretter  wonder  yitj 
Upon  hir  eyen  to  beholde ;         ' ,  ^ 
But  certeyn  I  hem  never  tolde ;  (990)  1380 
For  as  ^ele  eyen  hadde  she 
As  fetheres  upon  foules  be, 
Or  weren  on  the  bestes  foure, 
That  goddes  trone  gunne  honours, 
As  John  writ  in  th'apocalips.  1385 

Hir  heer,  that  oundy  was  and  crips, 
As  burned  gold  hit  shoon  to  see. 
And  sooth  to  tellen,  also  she 
Had  also  fele  up-stonding  eras 
And  tonges,  as^n  bestes  heres ;  (300)  1300 
And  on  hir  feet  waxen  saugh  I 
Partriches  winges  redely    ,1  . 


But,  lord !  the  perrie  and  the  riohesse 
I  saugh  sitting  on  this  goddesse  ! 
And,  lord !  the  hevenish  melodye       1395 
Of  songes,  Ail  of  armonye, 
I  herde  aboute  her  trone  y-songe, 
That  al  the  paleys-walles  ronge ! 
So  song  the  mighty  Muse,  she 
That  cleped  is  Oaliopee,  (310)  140U 

And  hir  eighte  sustren  eke, 
That  in  hir  fkce  semen  meke ; 
And  evenno,  eternally, 
They  songe  of  Fame,  as  tho  herde  T  ^— 
*  Heried  be  thou  and  thy  name,  1405 

Goddesse  of  renoun  and  of  fame !' 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo,  atte  lasts, 
As  I  myn  eyen  gan  up  caste. 
That  this  ilke  noble  queue 
On  hir  shuldres  gan  sustene       (390)  1410 
Bothe  th'armes  and  the  name 
Of  tho  that  hadde  large  fame ; 
Alexander,  and  Hercules 
That  with  a  sherte  hii  lyf  lees ! 
•j/Thus  fond  I  sitting  this  goddesse,     1415 
In  nobley,  honour,  and  richesBe ; 
Of  which  I  stints  a  whyle  now, 
Other  thing  to  tellen  yow. 

Tho  eaugh  I  stonde  on  either  ^yde, 
Streight  dmm  to  the  dores  wyde,  (330)  1490 
Fro  the  dees,  many  a  pileer 
Of  metal,  that  shoon  not  ftil  deer ; 
But  thouj^  they  nere  of  no  riohesse, 
Yet  thsy  were  maad  for  greet  noblesse. 
And  in  hem  greet  [and  hy]  sentence ;  1445 
And  folk  of  digne  reverence, 
Of  whiche  I  wol  yow  telle  fonde^ 
Upon  the  piler  saugh  I  stonda 

Alderflrst,  lo,  ther  I  sigh, 
Upon  a  piler  stonde  on  high,       (340)  i4!(o 
That  was  of  lede  and  yren  fyn. 
Him  of  seote  Sotumsm, 
Th*  Bbrayk  JowpYns,  the  olde, 
That  of  Jewes  gestes  tolde ; 
And  bar  ttpon  his  shuldres  hye  1435 

The  £eune  up  of  the  Jeweiye. 
And  by  him  stoden  other  sevene, 
Wyse  and  worthy  for  to  nevene. 
To  helpen  him  here  up  the  charge. 
Hit  was  so  hevy  and  so  large.      (350)  1440 
And  for  they  writen  of  batailes, 
As  wel  as  other  olde  mervailes, 
Therfor  was,  lo,  this  pileer, 
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(360) 

«45i 


1455 


Of  whioh  that  I  yow  telle  heer, 
Of  lede  And  yren  bothe^  y-wia. 
For  yren  Martee  metal  is, 
Which  that  god  is  of  bataile ; 
And  the  leed,  withonten  £ule, 
Is,  lo,  the  metal  of  Satnrne, 
That  hath  fU  large  whe<9l  to  tome. 
Tho  stoden  forth,  on  every  rowe, 
Of  hem  whioh  that  I  oonde  hnowe, 
Thogh  I  hem  noght  by  ordre  telle, 
Tb  make  jrow  to  long  to  dwelle. 
These,  0/ whiohe  I  ginne  rede, 
Ther  saogh  I  stonden,  oat  of  drede : 
Upon  an  yren  piler  strong, 
That  p^ynted  was,  al  endelong. 
With  Ingres  Uode  in  every  place, 

'  The  Tholoean  that  highte  StaoOj  (370)  1460 

.  That  bar  of  Thebes  np  the  fame 
Upon  his  shnldres,  and  the  name 
Also  of  omel  Achilles. 
And  1^  him  stood,  withonten  lees» 
Tol  wonder  hye  on  a  pileer  1465 

uOf  yren,  he,  the  gret  Omeeor ; 

IJAnd  with  him  Dares  and  Tytos      :.j    i . 

UBefore,  and  eek  he,  LoUias,*-- 

lAnd  Onido  eek  de  Colompnis, ,, '    .     ,    '  ( 

l|And  English  Ghbnfride  eek,  y-wis ;  (3&>;  1470 
And  eoh  of  these,  as  hav^  I  joye, 
Was  besy  for  to  here  np  Troye. 
So  hevy  theiH)f  was  the  £(un6. 
That  for  to  here  hit  was  no  game. 
Bat  yit  I  gan  ftil  wel  espye, 
Bet'vrix  hem  was  a  litel  envye. 
Oon  s^yde,  Omeore  made  lyes, 
Feyninge  in  his  poetiyes. 
And  was  to  Orekes  fiivoiaUe ; 
Therfor  held  he  hit  bat  fsble.     (390)  i4te 

Tho  saogh  I  stonde  on  a  pileer. 
That  was  of  tinned  yren  deer. 
That  Latin  poete,  [dan]  Vixgyle,     < 
That  bore  hath  np  a  longe  why  le 
The  fiune  of  Pins  Eneas. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  was. 
Of  coper,  y enos  clerk,  Ovyde, 
That  hath  y-sowen  wondwr  wyde 
The  grete  god  of  Loves  name. 
And  ther  he  bar  np  wel  his  fiune, 
Upon  this  piler,  also  hye 
As  I  might  see  hit  with  myn  yfi : 
For-why  this  halle,  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woace  on  '(•highte,  lengths  and  hrade, 


H75 


14% 


(400) 
1491 


Wel  more,  by  a  thoosand  del,  1495 

Than  hit  was  eist,  that  saogh  I  weL 

Tho  saogh  I,  on  a  piler  by. 
Of  yren  wroght  fol  stemely, 
The  grete  poete,  daon  Laoan, 
And  on  his  shnldres  bar  ap  than,      <4iu) 
As  highe  as  that  I  mights  see,  1501 

The  feune  of  Jolios  and  Pompee. 
And  by  him  stoden  alls  these  olerkes. 
That  writen  of  Bomes  mighty  werkes, 
That,  if  I  wolde  hir  names  teUe,         1505 
Al  to  longe  moste  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood 
Of  soolfire,  lyk  as  he  were  wood,  , ,, 
Ban  Qlaodian.  the  soth  to  telle,  .  ,^ . 
That  bar  up  al  the  fame  of  helle,  (420)  1510 
Of  Plato,  andof  Proserpyne,    < 
That  quene  is  of  the  derke  pyne. 

What  shalde  I  more  telle  of  this? 
The  haUe  was  al  ftO,  y-wis, 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes,  1515 

As  ben  on  trete  rokes  nestes  { 
Bat  hit  a  fol  oonftis  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here, 
,That   thqr   of  write,    and    how   they 

highte. 
^  Bat  whyl  that  I  beheld  this  sights,    (430) 
I  horde  a  noise  aprochen  blyve,  1521 

That  ferde  as  been  don  in  an  hyve, 
Agen  her  tyme  of  oat-fleyinge ; 
Right  swiohe  a  manor  mnrmoringe. 
For  al  the  world,  hit  semed  me.  1545 

Tho  gan  I  loke  aboote  and  see. 
That  ther  com  entring  fin  the  halle 
A  right  gret  company  with-alle, 
And  that  of  eondry  regioons, 
Of  allsfpnnes  oondicioons,         (440)  1530 
That  dwelle  in  erthe  onder  the  mono, 
Pore  and  ryohe.    And  also  sons 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonne  doan  on  knete  falle 
Before  this  like  noble  qaene,  1535 

And  seyde,  *  Oraonte  as,  lady  shene,    At'  . 
Eoh  of  OS,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone  I' 
And    somme    of    hem    she    graunted 

And  somme  she  wexiieS  wel  and  fairs ; 
And  somme  she  graonted  the  oontraire 
Of  hir  axing  utterly,  (451)  1541 

But  thus  I  seye  yow  trewe^. 
What  hir  oaose  was,  I  niste. 
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For  this  folk,  fill  wel  I  wiste,  .    ' 

They  hadde  good  feuue  eoh  daeerved,  1545 
Althogh  they  were  diversly  served ; 
Bight  as  hir  soster,  dame  Fortune^ 
Is  wont  to  serven  in  oomnne. 

Now  herkne  how  she  gan  to  pc^sre 
That  gonne  hir  of  hir  graoe  praye ;    (4<3o) 
And  yit,  lo,  al  this  eompanye  1551 

Seyden  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 

*  Madame,*  seyden  they,  *  we  be 
Folk  that  heer  beseohen  thee, 

That  thongrannte  US  now  good  &me,  1555 
And  lete  oar  werkes  han  that  name ; 
In  fill  reoompensacxoim 
Of  good  werk,  give  ns  good  renonn.' 

*  I  weme  yow  hit,*  qnod  she  anoon, 

'  Ye  gete  of  me  good  fame  noon,  (470)  1560 
By  god!  and  therfor  go  yonr  wey.* 

*  Alas,*  qnod  theiy,  *  and  welaway ! 
Telle  ns,  what  may  yoor  caose  be  ?* 

*For  me  list  hit  noght,*  qnod  she ; 
*Nowightshalspekeofyow,  y-wis,    I5<^ 
Good  ne  harm,  ne  that  ne  this.* 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  to  calle 
Hir  messanger,  that  was  in  halle, 
And  bad  that  he  shnlde  faste  goon, 
fUp  peyne  to  be  blind  anoon,     (480)  1570 
For  Eolns,  the  god  of  winde ; — 

*  In  Trace  ther  ye  shnl  him  finds, 
And  bid  him  brings  his  darionn. 
That  is  tnl  dyvers  of  his  soon, 

And  hit  is  oleped  dere  Lande,  1575 

With  which  he  wont  is  toherande 
Hem  that  me  list  y-preised  be : 
And  also  bid  him  how  that  he 
Bringe  his  other  darionn, 
That  highte  S<danndre  in  every  tonn,  (490) 
"With  which  he  woht  is  to  di£Ehme     1581 
Hem  that  me  list,  and  do  hem  shame.* 

This  messanger  gan  fSute  goon. 
And  fonnd  wher,  in  a  cave  of  stoon, 
In  a  oontree  that  highte  Trace,  i5$5 

This  Eolns,  with  harde  graoe,         *   ^    -*' 
Held  the  windes  in  distresse,  '  "  '  '*    •. .  u 
And  gan  hem  nnder  him  to  preose. 
That  they  gonne  as  beres  rore. 
He  bond  and  pressed  hem  so  sore.     (500) 

This  messanger  gan  flute  orye,        1591 

*  Bys  np,'  qnod  he,  *  and  £ute  hye, 
TO  that  thon  at  my  lady  be ; 

And  tak  thy  clarions  eek  with  thee. 


And  speed  thee  forth.'  And  he  anon  1595 

to&k  to  a  man,  that  higfat  Tritoii, 

His  olarionns  to  here  tho, 

And  leet  a  cert^yn  wind  to  go. 

That  blew  so  hidoosly  and  hye, 

That  hit  ne  lefts  not  a  skye « r-.  ^10)  1600 

In  al  the  welken  longe  and  brood. 

This  Eolns  no-wher  abood 
Til  he  was  oome  at  Fames  feet, 
And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  heet ; 
And  ther  he  stood,  as  still  as  stoon.    1605 
And  her-withal  ther  oom  anoon 
Another  hnge  eompanye 
Of  gode  folk,  and  gonne  oiye, 
^  Lady,  grannte  ns  now  good  £Mne, 
And  lat  onr  werkes  han  thai  name    (sx^ 
Now,  in  honour  of  gentilesse,  161 1 

And  also  god  yonr  sonle  Uesse ! 
For  we  han  wel  deserved  hit, 
Therfor  is  right  that  we  ben  qnit* 

*As  tfazyve   I,*  qnod  she,    *ye  shal 
fails. 
Good  werkes  shal  yew  noght  avails    1616 
To  have  of  me  good  fkme  as  now. 
But  wite  ye  what?    I  giannte  yow. 
That  ye  shal  have  a  shrswsd  fune      1619 
And  wikked  loos,  and  wone  name,   (590) 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
Now  go  your  wey,  for  ye  be  served ; 
And  thou,  dan  Solus,  let  see ! 
Tak  forth  thy  tmmpe  anon,'  quod  she, 
'  That  is  y-cleped  Solannder  lig^t,      1635 
And  blow  hir  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  hem  harm  and  sfaxvwednesse, 
In  stede  of  good  and  worthinesse. 
For  thou  shalt  trumps  al  the  oontraire 
Of  that  they  han  don  wel  or  fairs.'     1690 

*  Alas,*  thoughts  I^  *  what  aventurss 
Han  these  sory  creatures !  (542) 

For  they,  amonges  al  the  pres, 
Shul  thus  be  shamed  gilteles ! 
But  what !  hit  moste  nedes  be.'  16135 

What  did  this  Eolns,  but  he 
Tok  out  his  blakke  tmmpe  of  bras, 
That  fouler  than  the  devil  was. 
And  gan  this  tmmpe  fbr  to  Uowe, 
As  al  the  world  shnlde  overthrows ;  (590) 
That  through-out  evezy  regioun         1641 
Wente  this  fouls  trumpes  soun,  ,  .. 
Asswifiaspeljaiauiofgonns,    *     "  -^u, 
Whan  fyr  is  in  the  poudre  roime. 
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And  swiche  a  Bmoke  gan  oat-wende    1645 

Oat  of  his  foaU  tnunpei  «iide, 

Blakf  Uo,  gHEvnish,  Bwartish  reed, 

As  doth  wher  tiiat  men  melte  leed, 

Lo,  &1  on  higli  fro  the  tnel ! 

And  therto  00  thing  iMi^  I  wol,  {561^  i(^ 

That,  the  fnrther  that  hit  tm, 

The  gretter  wezea  hit  began, 

As  doth  the  river  from  a  weUe, 

And  hit  stank  as  the  pit  of  holle. 

Alas,  thns  was  hir  shame  y-i^ionffs,      1655 

And  giltekes,  on  every  to(ng«i> 

Tho  00m  the  thridde  oompanye, 
And  gnnne  np  to  the  dees  to  hye, 
And  donn  on  knees  litey  fills  ainea, 
And  sQyde,  *  We  ben  everiohon     (570)  1660 
Folk  that  han  fill  trewely 
Deserved  fame  rightftilly, 
And  praye  jrow,  hit  mot  be  knowe, 
Bight  as  hit  is,  and  forth  y-Uowe.* 
*  I  grannte,'  qnod  she,  *■  for  me  list      1665 
That  now  your  gode  fwerk  be  wist ; 
And  yit  ye  shnl  han  better  loos, 
Right  in  dispyt  of  alle  your  foos, 
Than  worthy  is;  and  that  anoon  : 
Lat  now,*  qnod  die,  *■  thy  tnimpe  goon,  (580) 
Thou  Eolns,  that  is  so  Uak ;  1671 

And  out  th^i  other  trompe  tak 
That  hii^te  Laode,  and  blow  hit  so 
That  through  the  world  hir  £une  go 
Al  esely,  and  not  to  flMte,  1675 

That  hit  be  knowen  atte  lasts.* 

*  Fed  gladly,  lady  myn,*  he  s^e ; 
And  out  his  trumpe  of  golde  he  brayde 
Anon,  and  sette  hit  to  his  monthc^ 
And  blewhlt  est,  and  west,  andsoiith^,(59o) 
And  north,  as  hnide  as  any  thunder,  1681 
That  every  wight  hadde  of  hit  wonder, 
So  brode  hit  ran,  or  than  bit  stents. 
And,  oertes,  al  the  breeth  that  wente 
Oat  of  his  trompes  moathe  smelde     16Q5 
As  men  a  pot*Ail  fbawme  helde 
Among  a  basket  fid  of  roses ; 
This  flBKvoar  dide  he  til  hir  loses. 

And  right  with  this  I  gan  aspye, 
TheroomtheliBrtheoompanye — (600)1690 
Bat  certeyn  they  were  wonder  fewe — 
And  goane  stonden  in  a  rewe. 
And  s^en,  *■  Oertes,  lady  brighte, 
We  han  don  wel  with  al  oar  mighte ; 
Bat  we  ne  kepen  have  no  fiune.  1695 


Hyd  oar  werkes  and  oar  name, 

For  goddes  love  I  for  oertes  we 

Han  certeyn  doon  hit  for  bonntee. 

And  for  no  maner  other  thing.* 

*  I  graante  yow  al  yoar  asking,*    (610)  1700 

Qaod  she ;  *  let  yoar  fwerk  be  deed.* 

With  that  aboate  I  dew  myn  heed,    . 
And  saogh  anoon  the  fiite  roate 
That  to  this  lady  gonne  loate, 
And  doon  on  knees  anoon  to  fUle ;     1705 
And  to  hir  tho  besoaghten  alle 
To  hsrde  hir  gode  weikes  eek. 
And  seyde,  they  yeven  noght  a  leek 
For  ftune,  ne  for  swich  renoan ; 
For  they,  for  oontemplaoioan      (620)  1710 
And  goddes  love,  hadde  y-wroagfat ; 
Ke  of  fione  wolde  they  noaght 

*  What  ?'  qaod  she,  *  and  be  ye  wood  ? 
And  wene  ye  for  to  do  good. 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  fkme  ?        1715 
Have  ye  dispyt  to  have  my  name  ? 
Nay,  ye  shol  liven  everiohoon ! 
Blow  thy  trampe  and  that  anoon,* 
Qaod  she,  *  thoa  Eolas,  I  hote, 
And  ring  this  folkes  fwerk  by  note,  (630) 
That  al  the  world  may  of  hit  here.'     1721 
And  he  gan  blowe  hir  loos  so  olere 
In  his  golden  olarioan. 
That  throagh  the  world  wente  the  soan, 
fSo  kenely,  and  eek  so  softe ;  1735 

Bat  atte  lasts  hit  was  on-lofte.  '  \   i 

Thoo  00m  the  sexte  oompanye. 
And  gonne  fiMte  on  Fame  crye. 
Right  verraily,  in  this  manere 
They  seyden :  *  Meroy,  lady  dere !  (640)  1730 
To  teUe  certein,  as  hit  is, 
We  han  don  nether  that  ne  this. 
Bat  ydel  al  oar  lyf  y-be. 
Bat,  natholes,  yit  prej^  we,       , 
That  we  mowe  han  so  gooda iame,      1735 
And  greet  renoan  and  knowen  name, 
As  they  that  han  don  noble  geetes, 
And  acheved  alle  hir  lestes, 
As  wel  of  love  as  other  thing ; 
Al  was  as  never  broche  ne  ring,  (650)  1740 
Ne  elles  noaght,  firom  wimmen  sent, 
Ne  ones  in  hir  herte  y-ment 
To  make  as  only  firendly  ohere, 
Bat  mighte  tfimen  as  on  here ; 
Yit  lat  as  to  the  peple  seme  1745 

Swiche  as  the  world  may  of  as  deme, 
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That  wimmen  loven  us  for  wood. 

Hit  shal  don  us  as  moohe  good, 

And  to  our  herte  as  moohe  availe 

TocountrepeiBeeeeandtravaile,  (660)1750 

As  we  had  wonne  hit  with  labour ; 

For  that  is  dere  boght  honour 

At  regard  of  our  fiprete  ese. 

And  3^t  thou  most  us  more  plese ; 

Let  us  be  holden  eek,  therto,  1755 

Worthy,  wyse,  and  gode  also, 

And  riche,  and  happy  unto  love. 

For  goddes  love,  that  sit  above, 

Though  we  may  not  the  body  have 

Of  wimmen,  yet,  so  god  yow  save !  (670)  1760 

Let  men  glewe  on  us  the  name ; 

Suffyceth  that  we  han  the  fame.* 

'  I  graunte,'  quod  she,  '  by  my  trouthe ! 
Now,  Eolus,  with-outen  slouthe, 
Tak  out  thy  trumpe  of  gold,  f  let  see,  1765 
And  blow  as  they  han  axed  me. 
That  every  man  wane  hem  at  ese, 
Though  they  gon  in  fol  badde  lose.' 
This  Eolus  gan  hit  so  blowe,        (679)  1769 
That   through   the   world    hit   was   y- 
knowe. 

Tho  com  the  seventh  route  anoon, 
And  fel  on  kne6s  everichoon. 
And  seyde,  *  Lady,  graunte  us  sone 
The  same  thing,  the  same  bone, 
That  [ye]  this  nexte  folk  han  doon.'     1775 
'  Fy  on^ow,*  quod  she,  *  everichoon  I 
Ye  mksty  swyn,  ye  ydel  wreoches, 
Fol  of  roten  slowe  tecches  I 
What  ?  false  theves !  wher  ye  wolde 
Be  fiEunous  good,  and  no-thing  nolde    (690) 
Deserve  why,  ne  never  rough  te?  1781 

Men  rather  yow  to-hangen  oughte ! 
For  ye  be  lyk  the  sweynte  cat, 
That  wolde  have  fish ;  but  wostow  what  ? 
He  wolde  no-thing  wete  his  olowes.     1785 
Yvel  thrift  come  on  your  jowes. 
And  eek  on  myn,  if  I  hit  graunte. 
Or  do  yow  favour,  yow  to  avaunte  I 
Thou  Eolus,  thou  king  of  Trace  ! 
Qo,  blow  this  folk  a  sory  grace,'  (700)  1790 
Quod  she,  *  anoon ;  and  wostow  how  ? 
As  I  shal  telle  thee  right  now ; 
Sey :  '*  These  ben  they  fhAt  wolde  honour 
Have,  and  do  nosjklnneX  labour, 
Ne  do  no  good,  aild  yit  han  laude ;      1795 
And  that  men  wende  that  bele  Isaude 


Ne  coude  hem  noght  of  love  weme ; 
And  3dt  she  that  grint  at  a  queme 
Is  al  to  good  to  ese  hir  herte." ' 

This  Eolus  anon  up  sterte,       (710)  1800 
And  with  his  blakke  dazioun 
He  gan  to  blasen  out  a  soon, 
As  loude  as  belweth  wind  in  helle. 
And  eek  therwith,  [the]  sooth  to  telle, 
This  soun  was  [al]  so  fed  of  japes,         1805 
As  ever  mowes  were  in  ^pes. 
And  that  wente  al  the  world  aboute, 
That  every  wight  gan  on  hem  shoute. 
And  for  to  laoghe  as  they  were  wode ; 
Such  game  fonde  they  in  hir  hode.     (730) 
Tho  00m  another  oompanye,  181 1 

That  had  y-doon  the  traiterye. 
The  harm,  the  fgretest  wikkedneese 
That  any  herte  oouthe  gesse ; 
And  prejred  hir  to  han  good  fiune,       1815 
And    that    she   nolde    hem    doon    no 

shame, 
But  yeve  hem  loos  and  good  renonn, 
And  do  hit  blowe  in  olarioun. 
*Nay,    wis!'    quod    she,    *hit    were    a 

vyce; 
Al  be  ther  in  me  no  justjroe,        (730)  i8ao 
He  listeth  not  to  do  hit  now, 
Ne  this  nil  I  not  graunte  you.* 

Tho  oome  ther  lepinge  in  a  route, 
And  gcmne  choppen  al  aboute 
Every  man  upon  the  croune,  1815 

That  al  the  halle  gan  to  soune. 
And  seyden  :  *Lady,  lefe  and  dere. 
We  ben  swieh  folk  as  ye  mowe  here. 
To  teUen  al  the  tale  aright, 
We  ben  shrewes,  every  wi^t,     (740)  1830 
And  han  delyt  in  wikkedneose, 
As  gode  folk  han  in  goodnease ; 
And  joye  to  be  knowen  shrewes, 
And  ftdle  of  vyce  and  wikked  thewes ; 
Wherfor  we  preyen  yow,  a-rowe,         1835 
That  our  fame  swich  be  knowe 
In  alle  thing  right  as  hit  is.* 

*  I  graunte  hit  yow,*  quod  she,  '  y-wis. 
But  what  art  thou  that  seyst  this  tale, 
That  werest  on  thy  hose  a  i>ale,  (750)  1840    ;r 
And  on  thy  tipet  swiche  a  belle  I  * 
*  Madame,*  quod  he,  *  sooth  to  telle, 
I  am  that  ilke  shrewe,  y-wis. 
That  brende  the  temple  of  Isidis 
In  Athenes,  lo,  that  oitee.*  1845 
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*And  wlierfor    dideit   tium   soP'  quod 
she. 

*  By  my  thrift,'  q^Md  he,  *  nwwJKmei 
I  wolde  fiiyn  han  had  a  finne, 

As  other  folk  hadde  in  the  toon, 

Al-thogh  th^  were  of  greet  lenoim   (760) 

Forhir  ▼erttiand  ibrlartbewM;       1951 

ThoQghte  I,  as  greet*  flune  hasa  shzewes, 

Thogh  hit  be  that  for  shrewednesse, 

As  gode  folk  han  for  goodnease ; 

And  sith  I  may  not  have  that  oon,      1855 

That  other  nil  I  noght  Cra^goon. 

And  for  to  gette  of  Fkunee  hyre, 

The  temple  sette  I  al  a-iyre. 

Now  do  <mr  looe  be  blowen  swythe, 

As  wisly  be  tiion  ever  Uyihe.'     (770)  i860 

*  Gladly,' qnod  she;  'thon&olns, 
Herestow  not  what  they  preyen  ns  ?  * 
'  MadBTne,  yis,  fVil  wel,*  qnod  he, 

*  And  I  wil  tnunpen  hit,  parde ! ' 
AndtokhisUakketnunpefiMte,        18^ 
And  gan  to  pnffsn  and  to  blaste. 

Til  hit  was  at  the  worldes  ende. 

With  that  I  gan  abonte  wende  *, 
For  oon  that  stood  right  at  my  bak, 
Me  thonghte,  goodly  to  me  spak,  (760)  1870 
And  B^yde :  *  Frend,  what  is  thy  name  ? 
Artow  oome  hider  to  han  fame  ? ' 

*  Nay,  for-flothe,  frend ! '  qnod  I ; 

*  I  cam  noght  hider,  g^nnt  mercy ! 

For  no  swich  oanse,  by  my  heed !        1875 

Snfiyoeth  me,  as  I  were  deed, 

That    no  -vdght    have    my    name    in 

honde. 
I  woot  my-self  best  how  I  stonde ; 
For  what  I  drye  or  what  I  thinke, 
I  wol  my-selven  al  hit  drinke,     (790)  1880 
Certeyn,  for  the  more  part, 
As  ferforth  as  I  can  myn  art.* 

*  But  what  dost  thou  here  than  V  quod  he. 
Quod  I,  *  that  wol  I  tellen  thee, 

The  cause  why  I  stonde  here  : —  1885 

Som  newe  tydings  for  to  lore: — 

Som  newe  fthinges,  I  not  what, 

^J^Tdinges,  other  this  or  that, 

Of  love,  or  swiche  thinges  glade. 

For  oertejoily,  he  that  me  made   (800)  1890 

To  oomen  hider,  seyde  me, 

I  shulde  bothe  here  and  see, 

In  this  place,  wonder  thinges ; 

But  these  be  no  swiche  tjrdinges 


As  I  mene  ot*    *  No  ?'  quod  he.  1895 

And  I  answerde,  *  No,  pardee ! 

For  wel  I  fwiste,  ever  yit, 

Sith  that  first  I  hadde  wit, 

That  som  folk  han  de^yred  £une 

Pyversly,  and  looa,  and  name ;   (810}  1900 

But  oerteynly,  I  niste  how 

Ne  wher  that  F^une  f  dweUe,  er  now ; 

Ne  eek  of  hir  desoripoioun, 

Ne  also  hir  oondicioBn, 

Netheordreof  hir  dome,  1905 

Unto  the  lyme  I  hider  oosn^/ 

( f  Whiohe  be,  lo,  these  tydinges, 

That  thou  now  [thus]  hider  brii^fes. 

That  thou  hast  herd  P  *  quod  he  to  me ; 

'  But  now,  no  fors ;  for  wel  I  see  (Bao)  1910 

What  thou  desyrest  for  to  hera 

Com  forth,  and  stond  no  longer  hero, 

And  I  wol  thee,  with-outen  drede, 

In  swich  anotiier  place  lede, 

Ther  thou  shalt  here  many  oon.'         1915 

Tho  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon 
Out  of  the  castel,  Both  to  seye. 
Tho  saugh  I  stonde  in  a  valeye, 
Under  the  castel,  fhste  by. 
An  hous,  that  domus  ZkdaU^        (830)  1930 
That  LabcHntut  oleped  is, 
Nas  maad  so  wonderUohe,  y-vris, 
Ne  half  so  queynteliohe  y-wrought. 
And  evermo,  so  swift  as  thought. 
This  queynte  hous  aboute  wente,         19:^ 
That  never-mo  hit  stille  stente. 
And  ther-out  com  so  greet  a  noise, 
That,  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 
Men  mighte  hit  han  herd  esely 
To  Bome,  I  trowe  sikerly.  (840)  1930 

And  the  nojrse  which  that  I  herde, 
For  al  the  world  right  so  hit  ferde, 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stoon 
That  from  th'engyn  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  rede,  1935 
Was  made  of  twigges,  falwe,  rede. 
And  grene  eek,  and  som  weren  whyte, 
Swiche  as  men  to  these  cages  thwyte, 
Or  maken  of  these  paniers. 
Or  elles  fhottes  or  dossers ;  (850)  1940 

That,   for    the    swough   and    for    the 

twigges, 
This  hous  was  also  ful  of  gigges, 
And  also  ful  eek  of  chirkinges. 
And  of  many  other  werkinges : 
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And  eek  this  hons  haih  of  entrees      1945 

As  fele  as  levee  been  on  trees 

In  somer,  whan  they  grene  been ; 

And  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 

A  thousand  holes,  and  wel  mo, 

To  leten  wel  the  soon  ont  go.      (860)  1950 

And  l^  day,  in  every  tyde, 
Ben  al  the  dores  open  wyde. 
And  by  Slight,  echoon,  nnshette ; 
Ne  porter  ther  is  non  to  lette 
No  maner  tydings  in  to  pace ;  1955 

Ke  never  reste  is  in  that  place. 
That  hit  nis  fild  ftil  of  tydinges, 
Other  loade,  or  of  whispringes ; 
And,  over  alle  the  houses  angles, 
IsMof  ronninges  and  of  jangles  (870)  i960 
Of  fwerre,  of  pees,  of  mariages. 
Of  freste,  of  labonr  of  viages, 
Of  abood,  of  deeth,  of  lyfs, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  aoorde,  of  stryf<; 
Of  loos,  of  lore,  and  of  winninges,       19^ 
Of  hele,  of  sekenesse,  of  bildinges, 
Of  faire  windes,  fof  tempestes. 
Of  qnalme  of  folk,  and  eek  of  bestes; 
Of  dyvers  transmntacionns 
Of  estats,  and  eek  of  regioons;    (880)  1970 
Of  trost,  of  drede,  of  jeloosye. 
Of  wit,  of  winninge,  of  folye; 
Of  plentee,  and  of  greet  famyne. 
Of  ohepe,  of  derth,  andof  royne; 
Ofgoodorfniisgovemement,  1975 

Of  fyr,  of  dyvers  accident 

And  lo,  tiiis  hons,  of  whiche  I  wzyte, 
Siker  be  ye,  hit  nas  not  lyte ; 
For  hit  was  sixty  myle  of  lexigthe ; 
Al  was  the  timber  <^  no  strengthe,     (890) 
Tet  hit  is  fcmnded  to  endure  1981 

"Whyl  that  it  list  to  Aventure,.  ^'  •  m  t« 
That  is  the  moder  of  tydinges. 
As  the  see^of  welles  and  springes, — 
And  hit  was  shapen  lyk  a  cage.  1985 

*  Certes,'  quod  I,  *  in  al  myn  age, 
Ne  saogh  I  swioh  a  hous  as  this.' 
And  as  I  wondred  me,  y-wis. 
Upon  this  hons,  tho  war  was  I 
How  that  myn  egle,  faste  by,      (900)  1990 
Was  perched  hye  npon  a  stoon ; 
And  I  gan  stroighte  to  him  goon 
And  seyde  thus :  *Ipreyethee 
That  thon  a  whyl  abyde  me 
For  goddes  love,  and  let  me  seen        1995 


What  wondres  in  this  place  been ; 
For  yit,  paraventnre,  I  may  lere 
Som  good  therK>n,  or  snmwhat  here 
That  leef  me  were,  or  that  I  wente.* 

^  Peter !  that  is  myn  entente,'   (910)3000 
Quod  he  to  me ;  *  therfor  I  dwelle ; 
Bnt  oertein,  oon  thing  I  thee  telle. 
That,  bat  I  bringe  thee  ther-inne, 
Ne  Shalt  thon.  never  cnnne  ginne 
To  oome  in-to  hit,  oat  of  doute,  aoG5 

So  fiMte  hit  whirlath,  lo,  aboate. 
Bat  sith  that  Joves,  of  his  grace, 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  thee  solace 
lynally  with  fswiohe  thinges, 
U^oonthe  si^^tes  and  tydinges,  (910)  joio 
To' passe /jHth  thyn  hevinesse> 
Saohe  routhe  hath  he  of  thy  distresse, 
That  thou  soffirest  debonairly-* 
And  west  thy^elven  utterly 
Bisesperat  of  alle  blis,  9015 

Sith  that  Fortune  hath  maad  a-mis 
The  ffrait  of  al  thyn  hertes  reste 
Languisshe  and  e^  in  point  to  breste — 
That  he,  through  his  mighty  meryte, 
Wol  do  thee  ese,  al  be  hit  lyte,    (930)  aoao 
And  "fyaf  expres  oommann  dement. 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient. 
To  fturthze  thee  with  al  my  might, 
And  wisse  and  teche  thee  aright 
Wher  thou  maist  most  tydinges  here ;  aoas 
Shaltpw  fanoon  heer  many  oon  lere.' 

With  this  worde  he,  right  anoon, 
Hente  me  up  bitwene  his  toon, 
And  at  a  windowe  in  me  broghte,        2009 
That  in  this  hous  was,  as  me  thoghte — (940) 
And  ther-withal,  me  thoghte  hit  stente, 
And  no-thing  hit  aboute  wente — 
And  me  sette  in  the  flore  adoun. 
But  which  a  oongregacioun 
Of  folk,  as  I  saugh  rome  aboute,  203$ 

Some  within  and  some  withoute, 
Nas  never  seen,  ne  shal  ben  eft ; 
That,  oertes,  in  the  world  nis  left 
So  many  formed  by  Nature, 
Ne  deed  so  many  a  creature ;       (950)  1040 
That  wel  unethe,  in  that  place, 
Hadde  I  oon  foot-brede  of  space ; 
And  every  wight  that  I  saugh  there 
Bouned  ech  in  otheres  ere 
A  newe  tyding  prevely,  ;kj45 

Or  elles  tolde  al  openly 
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Bight    thns,    and    Mgrde :   ^  Kost    not 

thoa 
That  is  h«tid,  lo,  late  or  now?  * 

*  No/ qnod  fthe  other,  *tel  me  what  ;*— 
And  than  he  tolde  him  this  and  that,  (960) 
And  swoor  ther-to  that  hit  was  sooth— 
"Thus  hath   he   seyd'— and    *Thiis   he 
dooth' —  Msa 

'fThns  ehal  hit  he'— ^fThos  herde  I 

seye' — 
*That    shal    be   found*  —  *That  dar  I 

leye :  * — 
That  al  the  folk  that  is  a-lyve  ^055 

Ke  han  the  conning  to  disczyve 
The  thinges  that  I  herde  there. 
What  alonde,  and  what  in  er& 
Bnt  al  the  wonder-most  was  this . — 
Whan  oon  had  herd  a  thing,  y-wis,    (970} 
He  com  fforth  to  another  wight,        ao6i 
And  gan  him  tellen,  anoon-right. 
The  same  that  to  him  was  told, 
Or  hit  a  Airlong-way  was  old. 
Bat  gan  somwhat  for  to  eohe  S065 

To  this  tyding  in  this  speohe 
More  than  hit  ever  was. 
And  nat  so  sone  departed  nas 
That  he  fro  him,  that  he  ne  mette 
With  the  thridde;  and,  or  he  lette    (980) 
Any  stoonde,  he  tolde  him  als ;  2071 

Were  the  tyding  sooth  or  fids, 
Yit  wolde  he  telle  hit  nathelees, 
And  evermo  with  more  encrees 
Than  hit  was  erst     Thns   north   and 
soathe  2075 

Went  every  fword  fro  month  to  monthe, 
And  that  encresing  ever-mo, 
As  fyr  is  wont  to  qnikke  and  go 
From  a  sparke  spronge  amis, 
Til  al  a  citee  brent  np  is.  (990)  x>8o 

And,  whan  that  was  ftd  y-spronge,  • 
And  woxen  more  on  every  tonge 
Than  ever  hit  was,  fhit  wente  anoon 
Up  to  a  windowe,  out  to  goon ; 
Or,  bat  hit  mights  oat  ther  pace,         3085 
Hit  gan  oat  crepe  at  som  orevace, 
And  fleigh  forth  faste  for  the  nones. 

And  Bomtyme  saogh  I  tho,  at  ones, 
A  losing  and  a  sad  soth-eawe, 
That  gonne  of  aventnre  drawe  (iocx>)  au^u 
Oat  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  that  place, 


They  were  a-chekked  both*  two, 

And  neither  of  hem  moste  oat  go ; 

For  other  so  they  gonne  croade,         2095 

Til  eohe  of  hem  gan  oryen  loade, 

*Latmegoflistl'    ^  Nay,  bat  lat  me  I 

And  here  I  wol  ensoren  thee 

With  the  nones  that  thoa  wdt  do  so. 

That  I  shal  never  fico  thee  go,    (1010)  aioa 

Bat  be  thyn  owne  sworen  brother  I 

We  wil  medle  as  eoh  with  other. 

That  no  man,  be  he  never  so  wrothe, 

Shal  han  fthat  oon  of  two,  bat  bothe 

At  ones,  al  beside  his  leve,  3105 

Come  we  a-morwe  or  on  eve. 

Be  we  cryed  or  stille  y-ronned.* 

Thos    saagh    I   fids    and    sooth    com- 

penned 
Togeder  flee  for  00  tydinge. 

Thas  oat  at  holes  gonne  wringe     (loao) 
Bvery  tyding  streight  to  Fame ;  am 

And  she  gan  yeven  eohe  his  name. 
After  hir  disposioionn, 
And  yaf  hem  eek  daraoioan, 
Some  to  wexe  and  wane  sone,  2115 

As  dooth  the  fidre  whyte  mone, 
And   leet   hem   gon.     Ther    mighte  I 

seen 
Wenged  wondres  fiMte  fleen. 
Twenty  thousand  in  a  rente, 
As  Eolas  hem  blew  aboate.         (1030)  2120 

And,  lord !  this  hoas,  in  alle  tymes, 
Was  ftd  of  shipmen  and  pilgiymes, 
With  scrippes  bret-ftil  of  lesixiges, 
Entremedled  with  tydinges. 
And  eek  alone  by  hen^selve.  jus 

O,  many  a  thoosand  tymes  twelve 
Saagh  I  eek  of  these  pardoneres, 
Carroars,  and  eek  messangeres, 
With  boistes  crammed  fol  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lyea      (1040)  3130 
And  as  I  alther-£utest  wente 
Aboate,  and  dide  al  myn  entente 
He  for  to  pleye  and  for  to  lore, 
And  eek  a  tyding  for  to  here. 
That  I  had  herd  of  som  contree  3135 

That  shal  not  now  be  told  for  me ; — 
For  hit  no  node  is,  redely ; 
Folk  can  singe  hit  bet  than  I ; 
For  al  mot  oat,  other  late  or  rathe, 
Alle  the  shoves  in  the  lathe ; —  (1090)  3140 
I  herde  a  gret  noii>e  withallo 
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In  a  comer  of  the  halle, 

Ther  men  of  love  tydiags  tolde, 

And  I  gan  thkLorward  beholde ; 

For  I  sangh  resninge  every  wight,     3145 

Ab  £Mte  80  that  they  hadden  might ; 

And    everich    oryed,   'What  thing    ia 

that?* 
And  lom  sejrde  I  not  ne^rar  what. 
And  whan  they  were  alle  on  an  hepe, 
Tho  behinde  goime  iq»  lepe,      (1060)  2150 


And  damben  np  on  othere  fiMte, 
And  np  the  fnose  on  hye  caste, 
And  troden  fkste  on  othere  heles 
And  fltampe,  ae  men  don  after  eles. 

Atte  laete  I  sangh  a  man,  3155 

Which  that  I  [nevene]  nought  ne  oan ; 
But  he  flemed  for  to  be 
A  man  of  greet  aactoritee  . . .    <io68)  S158 
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THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 


Text  A  (SarUer  V&rtkm). 
The  prologe  of  .ix,  goode  WimmBH, 

A  THoiTtAVD  ^fthM  iMKve  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  ther  ie  joje  in  heven,  «nd  p^yne  In 

helle; 
And  I  aoorde  vel  thai  hit  be  eo ; 
But  natheles,  thie  irot  I  wel  eleo, 
That  thernie  neon  that  diMlleth  in  thia 

oontree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  helle  or  heven  j-he, 
Ke  maj  of  hit  non  other  wtiym  witen, 
But  as  he  hath  herd  aeyd,  or  fbnnde  hit 

writen; 
For  by  aeaay  ther  may  no  man  hit  prere. 
Bat  goddee  forbode,  but  men  ahnlde  Uto 
Wel  more  thinf  then  men  ban  leen  with 

yd!  II 

Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  lye 
For  that  he  aeigh  it  nat  of  yore  ago. 
Ood  wot^  a  thine  is  nerer  the  leiee  m 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-iee. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  eaogh  nat  al,  paide  I 

Than  mote  we  to  bokee  that  we  flnde. 
Throng  whieh  that  olde  tbingee  been  In 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  theee  olde  wyie, 
Yeren  oredenee,  in  vreary  sldlftil  wyte,  so 
And  trowen  o&  thoee  olde  aproned  atonea 
Of  hollne«e^  of  regnea,  of  Tiotoriea, 
Of  lofet,  of  hate,  of  other  soadry  thingei, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  reheningee. 
And  if  that  oUe  bokea  were  a-waye,      as 
Y-locen  were  of  remembrannoe  ^e  keye. 
Wel  Qghte  ns  than  on  olde  bokea  lere, 


Tkxt  B  (Later  VenUm), 
The  prologe  of  ,iat,  goods  Wimmen, 

A  THouiAVD  tymea  hare  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

helle; 
And  I  aoorde  wel  that  hit  is  so ; 
Bat  nath^es,  yit  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther   nis  noon   dwelling   In   this 

oontree,  5 

That  ellher  hath  in  heren  or  helle  y-be. 
He  may  of  hit  non  other  weyee  witen. 
Bat  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  foonde  hit 

wrHen; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  prove. 
Bat  god  forbade  bnt  men  sholde  leve    to 
Wel  more  thingr*  then  men  ban  seen  with 

yfi! 
Mlki  shal  nat  wenen  eveiy-thing  a  lyO 
Bat-if  him-eelf  hit  seeth,  or  elles  dooth ; 
For,  god  wot,  thing  Is  never  the  lasse 

sooth,  14 

Thogh  every  wi|^t  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saogh  nat  al,  pardo  I 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde, 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  dootrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeve  credenoe,  in  every  skilfol  wyse,    20 
That  tellen  of  these  olde  approved  stories, 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sondry  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersixiges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,       25 
Y-loren  were  of  remembrannoe  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  as  than  honooren  and  beleve 
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Ther-««  ther  is  non  other  assay  by  preve. 
And,  as  for  me,  though  that  my  wit  be 

On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence ; 

And  to  hem  yeve  swich  lost  and  swich 

credence, 
That  ther  is  wel  nnethe  game  noon 
That  from  my  bokes  make  me  to  goon, 
Bat  hit  be  other  np-on  the  haly-day,      35 
Or  elles  in  the  joly  tyme  of  Mmy ; 

Whan  that  I  here  the  smale  fonles  singe, 

And  that  the  flonres  ginne  for  to  springe, 
Earwel  my  stndie,  as  lasting  that  sesoon ! 
Now  have  I  therto  this  condioionn    40 
That,  of  alle  the  flonres  in  the  mede, 
Than  love  I  most  these  flonres  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysLes  in  oar  tonn. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  a^eooionn,  44 
As  I  s^yde  erst,  whan  oomen  is  the  Kay, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  np,  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  seen  these  flonres  agein  the  sonne 

sprede, 
Whan  it  np-riseth  hy  the  morwe  shene,  49 
The  longe  day,  thns  walking  in  the  grene. 
And  whan  the  sonne  ginneth  for  to  weste, 
Than  doseth  hit,  and  draweth  hit  to  reste. 
So  sore  hit  is  afered  of  the  night. 
Til  on  the  morwe,  that  hit  is  dayes  light. 
This  dayesye,  of  alle  flonres  flonr,  55 

Fnlflld  of  vertn  and  of  alle  honour, 
And  ever  y-lyke  fair  and  fresh  of  hewe, 
Ah  wel  in  winter  as  in  somar  newe. 


[Cf.  U.  51-3,  above.J 


These  bokes,  ther  we  han  non  other  preve. 
And  as  for  me,  thogh  that  I  can  bnt 

lyte. 

On  bokes  for  to  red^  I  me  delyte,  30 

And   to   hem   yev4    I    feyth    and   fal 

credence, 
And  in  myn  hert^  havi  hem  in  reverence 

So  hertely,  that  ther  is  gome  noon 
That  fro  my  bokes  maketh  me  to  goon, 
Bnt  hit  be  seldom,  on  the  holyday ;        35 
Save,  certeynly,  whan  that  the  month  of 

May 
Is  com4n,  and  that  I  her^  the  fonles 

singe. 
And  that  the  flonres  ginnen  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  book  and  my  devocioon ! 

Now  have  I  than  swich  a  condicionn, 
That,  of  alle  the  flonres  in  the  mede,    41 
Than  love  I  most  these  flonres  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  oallen  daysies  in  oar  tonn. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  aflSBccionn,  44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  oomen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  np,  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  seen  this  floor  agein  the  sonne  sprede, 

Whan  hit  npiyseth  erly  by  the  morwe ; 
That  blisftd  sigfate  softneth  al  my  sorwe, 
So  glad  am  I  whan  that  I  have  presence 
Of  hit,  to  doon  al  manor  reverence,        5a 


As  she,  that  is  of  alle  floores  floor, 
Fnlfllled  of  al  vertn  and  honoor,  54 

And  ever  y-lyke  £Bkir,  and  f^esh  of  hewe ; 
And  I  love  hit,  and  ever  y-lyke  newe. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  dye ; 
Alswerelnat,  of  this  I  wolnatlye, 
Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  lyve. 
And  whan  that  hit  Is  eve,  I  renne 

Uyve,  60 

As  sone  as  ever  the  sonne  ginneth  weste, 
To  seen  this  flonr,  how  it  wol  go  to  reste, 
For  fere  of  ni^t,  so  hateth  she  derknesse  1 
Hir  ohere  is  pleynly  sprad  in  the  bright- 

nesse 
Of  the  sonne,  fbr  ther  hit  wol  onoIoM.  6s 
Alias  I  that  I  ne  had  English,  ryme  or 

prose, 
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Fnin  wolde  I  prelMn,  if  I  ocmde  aright ;  59 
Bat  wo  is  me,  hit  Ijrth  nat  in  my  might ! 


For  wel  I  wot,  thai  folk  haa  hashofom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  a-w^the  00m ; 
And   I  ooma  after,   glening   here   and 

there, 
And  am  ftil  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  they  han  left.  65 
And)  if  hit  happe  me  rehersen  eft 
That  th^  han  in  her  firoeeho  eongee  tayd, 
I  hope  that  they  wil  nat  hen  evel  apayd, 
Sith  hit  is  seid  in  forthering  and  hononr 
Of  hem  that  either  feryen  leef  or  flonr.  70 


[Of.  p.  354,  ooL  «,  IL  18^-195.] 
For  tmsteth  wel,  I  ne  have  nat  under- 
take 
As  of  the  leef,  ageyn  the  flonr,  to  make  ; 
Ke  of  the  floor  to  make,  ageyn  the  leef, 
No  more  than  of  the  com  ageyn  the 

■heef. 
For,  aa  to  me,  is  leefer  noon  ne  lother ;  75 
I  am  with-holde  yit  with  never  nother. 
I  not  who  lerveth  leef^  ne  who  the  flonr; 
That  nis  nothing  the  entent  of  my  labour. 
For  this  werk  is  al  of  another  tonne,     79 
Of  olde  story,  er  swioh  stryf  was  begonne. 
Bot  wherfor  that  I  qpak,  to  yeve  cre- 
dence 
To  bokes  olde  and  doon  hem  reverenoe, 
Is  for  men  sholde  aotoritees  beleve, 
Ther  as  ther  lyth  non  other  assay  by 

preve. 
For  myn  entent  is,  or  I  fro  yow  £u^     85 
The  naked  teact  in  English  to  declare 
Of  many  a  story,  or  elles  of  many  ageste, 
Asaotoorss^yn;  levethhemifyowleste! 


Sofllmnt  this  floor  to  preyse  aright  I 
Bot  helpeth,  ye  that  han  conning  and 

might, 
Te  lovers,  that  can  make  of  sentement ; 
In  this  cas  oghte  ye  be  diligent  70 

To  fbrthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour. 
Whether  ye  ben  with  the  leef  or  with  the 

floor.  l.a-aU  H/"*^    i-*^."    '  ^if 

For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  haa  her-biftym 
Of  making'^ro^M^,  and  lad  aw^  the  com ; 
And  I  come  affcar,  glening  here   and 

there,  75 

And  am  ftil  glad  if  I  may  flnde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  hi^ppen  me  reheroen  eft 
That  ye  han  in  yoor  ftowlie  songes  sayd, 
For-bereth  me,  and  both  nat  evel  apayd. 
Sin  that  ye  see  I  do  hit  in  the  honour  81 
Of  love,  and  eek  in  service  of  the  flour, 
Whom  that  I  serve  as  I  have  wit  or 

might. 
iShe  is  the  olemesse  and  the  verray  light. 
That  in  this  derke  worlde  ma  wynt  and    1 

ledeth,  85 

The  herte  in-with  my  swowAU  farest  yow 

dredeth. 
And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  venuyly 
The  maistresse  of  my  wit,  and  nothing  I.  - 
My  word,  my  werk,  is  knit  so  in  yoor 

bonds, 
That,  as  an  harpe  ob^yeth  to  the  honde  90 
And  maketh  hit  soone  after  lus  flnger- 

inge. 
Bight  so  mows  ye   out  of  myn   herte  _ 

bringe 
Swioh  vois,  right  as  yow  list,  to  laughs 

or  pl^yne. 
Be  ye  my  gyde  and  lady  sovereyne ; 
As  to  myn  erthly  god,  to  yow  I  calle,    95 
Botbe  in  this  werke  and  in  my  sorwes 

alls. 
But  wherfor  that  I  spak,  to  give  cre- 
dence 
To  olde  stories,  and  doon  hem  revnrence, 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thing  beleve 
Then  men  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  preve? 

That  shal  I  seyn,  whan  that  I  see  my 
tyme ;  ici 

I  may  not  al  at  ones  speke  in  ryme. 
ICy  htay  gost,  that  throsteth  alweynewe 
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Wlum  paamd  wm  alxnott  «h«  month  of 

May, 
And  I  had  romed,  al  the  someres  day,  90 
The  gnoA  medew,  of  vhioh  that  I  yow 

tolde, 
Upon  the  fremhe  daysy  to  beholde. 
And  that  the  lonne  out  of  the  sooth  gan 

weste. 
And  oloeed  was  Hm  floor  and  goon  to 


Vor  derlrnssse  of  the  ni|^  of  whieb  ske 
dredde,  95 

Hoom  to  myn  hoos  ltd  swiftly  I  me 
spedde; 

And,  in  a  Utel  eiber  that  I  have, 

Y-henched  newe  with  tnrves  fiusuhe  y- 

I  bad  men  shnlde  Bie  my  ooQohe  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  somerefl  sake,  100. 
I  bad  hem  strowe  flonres  on  n^  bed. 
Whan  I  was  layd,  and  had  myn  eyen  hed, 
I  fial  apslepe  with-in  an  homre  or  two. 
Me  mette  how  I  was  in  the  medew  thoi, 
And  that  I  romed  in  that  same  gjve,    105 
To  seen  that  floor,  as  ye  han  hesd  devyse. 
SUr  waa  this*  medew,  as  thooghte  me 

overat; 
With  floores  swote  enbrowded  was  it  al ; 

As  for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  erbe,  or 

tree, 
Compaarisoon  may  noon  y-maked  be.    no 
"For  hit  swmoonted  pleynly  aUe  odoores. 
And  eek  of  riohe  beante  alle  floores. 
Forgeten  had  the  erthe  liis  pore  estat 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  aadmat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  oold  so  sore  had 

greved.  115 

Now  had  the  atempre  Sonne  al  thait  re* 

lered. 
And  olothed  him  in  grene  alnewea^Byn. 
The  smale  fooles,  of  the  seson  fayn, 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

soaped,  up 

Upon  the  fooler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distrotyed  had  hir  brood, 


To  seen  this  floor  so  yong,  so  fresh  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  de^yr,   105 
That  in  my  herte  I  fele  yit  the  fyr, 
That  made  me  to  ryse  er  hit  wer  day — 
And  this  was  now  the  firste  morwe  of 

May— 
With  dredAil  herte  and  glad  devocionn, 
For  to  ben  at  the  resnreeoioon  1 10 

Of  this  floor,  whan  that  it  shold  oncloee 
Agayn  the  Sonne,  that  roos  as  rede  as 

rose, 
That  in  the  brest  was  of  the  beste  that 

day. 
That  Agenores  doghter  ladde  away.     1 14 
[Ot  p.  354,  ool,  a,  IL  i97-9ial 


And  doon  on  knees  anon-right  I  me  sette. 
And,  as  I  ooode,  this  fresshe  floor  I  grette ; 
Kneling  alwey,  til  hit  onolosed  was. 
Upon  the  smale  soAe  swote  gras, 
That  was  with  floores  swote  enbrooded  al, 


Of  swich   swetnesse   and   swich   odoor 

over^J,  120 

That,  for  to  speke  of  gonmie,  or  herbe,  or 

tree, 
Comparisovn  may  noon  y-maked  be ; 
For  hit  sormoonteth  pleynly  alle  odoores. 
And  eek  of  riohe  beaotee  alle  floores. 
Foigeten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat  12$ 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat,  \ 
And  with  his  swerd  of  eold  ff>  sore  greved ; 

Now  hath  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  re- 
used -r*--     'I  . 

That  naked  was,  and  olad  hit  new  agayn. 
The  smale  fooles,  of  the  seson  fsyn,  130 
That  from  the  pImtiV  and  the  net  ben 

soaped. 
Upon  the  ftmler,  that  hem  made  a^whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 
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In  his  daspyt,  h«m  thonghte  hit  did  ham 

good 
To  finge  of  him,  and  in  hir  long  deipjBe 
The  fonle  oherl  that,  fior  his  covetjrse,  134 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  hia  aophistiye. 
This  was  hir  song — *  the  fooler  we  dc^! ' 
Somme  songen  [lajes]  on  the  bcaonches 

dere 
Of  love  and  [Hay],  that  joye  hit  was  to 

here, 
In  worship  and  in  pv^ysing  of  hir  make, 
And  of  the  newe  Uisftil  someres  sake,  130 


That  songen,  *  hliissd  be  s^jnt  Yalentyn ! 
[B'or]  at  his  day  I  ohees  yow  to  be  myn, 
With-onte  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  I' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete. 
•\They  dide  honour  and  humble  obei^ 
saonoes,  155 

And  after  diden  other  observannoes 

Bight  [plesing]  nn-to  lore  and  to  natore ; 
So  ech  of  hem  [doth  wel]  to  creature. 
This   song   to   herkne  I  dide   al  myn 
entente,  199 

For-why  I  mette  I  wiste  what  they  mante. 


4,i, 


In  his  despyt,  hem  thonghte  hit  did  hem 
good  134 

To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despjrse 
The  fonle  cherl  that,  for  his  oovetjrse, 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistxye. 
This  was  hir  song — *  the  fonler  we  de^re. 
And  al  his  craft!'   And  somme  songen 
olere  139 

Layes  of  love,  that  joye  hit  was  to  here. 

In  worshipinge  and  preisinge  of  hir  make. 

And,  for  the  newe  bllsftil  somers  sake. 

Upon  the  brannohes  tal  of  blosmes  softe, 

In  hir  delyt,  they  tnmed  hem  ftil  ofte,  144 

And  songen,  *  blessed  be  aeynt  Yalentyn ! 

For  on  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 

Withonten  repenting,  myn  herte  swete !' 

And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete, 

Yelding  honour  and  hnmble  obeisannoes 

To   love,    and   diden   hir   other   obser- 
vannoes 150 
That  longeth  nnto  love  and  to  nature ; 
Construeth  that  as  yow  list,  I  do  no  cure. 
And  tho  that  hadde   doon   unkinde- 

As  dooth  the  tydif^  for  new-fimgelnesie— 
Besoghtemeroy  ofhirtrespassinge,     155 
And  humblely  songen  hir  repentinge. 
And  sworen  on  the  blosmes  to  be  trewe, 
jL(^  that  hir  makes  wolde  upon  hem  rewe, 
And  at  the  lasts  nvaden  hir  aoord. 
,4A1  founde  they  l^aunget  for  a  tyme  a 

lord,  160 

Yet  Pitee,  through  his  strongs   gentil 

might, 
Forgaf;  and  made  Mercy  possen  Bight, 
Through  innooenoe  and  ruled  curtesye. 
But  I  ne  clepe  nat  innocence  folye, 
Ne  iUs  pitee,  for  *  vertu  is  the  mene,'  165 
As  Etik  saith,  in  swioh  manere  I  mene. 
And  thus  thise  foules,  voide  of  al  malyce, 
Aoordeden  to  love,  and  laften  vyce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alle  of  oon  aoord, 
*  Welcome,   somer,   our   govemour   and 

lord!'  170 

And  Zephirus  and  Flora  gentilly 
Yaf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderly, 
Hir  swote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

spredo, 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  tiie  floury  mede ; 
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Til  at  the  luU  » lark«  ■ang  above :  141 
*  I  see,*  quod  she,  *  the  mig^iy  god  of  love ! 
Lo !  yond  he  oometh,  I  see  hit  iringes 

Bprede!' 
Tho  gan  I  loken  endelong  the  mede, 


In  which  xne  thoghte  I  inighte,  day  by 

day,  175 

Dwellen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  May, 
Withoaten    sleep,   vrithonten   mete   or 

diinke. 
A-donn  ftil  soAely  I  gan  to  sinke ; 
And,  leninge  on  mjn  elbowe  and  my 

syde,  179 

The  longe  day  t  shbop  me  for  to  al^e 
For  nothing  elles,  and  I  shal  nat  lye, 
But  fbr  to  loke  npon  the  dsyMye, 
That  wel  by  reson  men  hit  oalle  may 
The  *  dayeflye '  or  elles  the  *ye  of  day,' 
The  emperice  and  flour  of  flonres  alle.  185 
I  pray  to  god  that  fkire  mot  she  fklle. 
And  alle  that  loven  flonres,  for  hir  sake ! 
But  natheles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  preysing  of  the  floor  agayn  the  leef. 
No  more  than  of  the  eom  agayn  the 

sheef:  190 

For,  as  to  me,  nis  lever  noon  ne  lothor ; 
-I  nam  with-holden  yit  -with  never  nether. 
Ne  I  not  who  serveth  lee^  ne  who  the 

floor; 
Wel  brooken  they  hir  service  or  laboor  ; 
For  this  tibkng  ib  al  of  another  tonne,   i  t)S 
Of  olde  story,  er  swioh  thing  was  be- 

gonne. 
Whan  that  the  aonne  oot  of  the  south 

gan  weste, 
And  that  this  floor  gan  close  and  goon  to 

rests 
For  dnrlmoopo  of  the  night,  the  which  she 

dredde, 
&oom  to  myn  hoos  Ail  swiftly  I  me 

spedde  »x) 

^  goon  to  teste,  and  erly  for  to  xyse, 
To  seen  this  floor  to  sprede,  as  I  devyse. 
And,  in  a  litel  herber  that  I  have,    (^ 
That  benched  was  on  torves  fresshe  y^ 

grave»  ao+ 

1  bad  menJdiQlde  me  my  oooohe  make ; 
For  dby£^  of  the  newe  someres  sake, 
I  bad  hem  strawen  floores  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  leyd,  and  had  myn  eyen 

hed, 
I  fel  on  slope  in-with  an  hoore  or  two ; 
Memettehowllayinthemedewtho,  210 
To  seen  thisfloor  that  I  solove  and  dred^. 

And  from  a-fer  com  walking  in  the  mode 
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And  saw  him  ooxne,  and  in  his  hond  a 
qnene,  145 

Clothed  in  xyal  abita  ol  of  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  heer, 
And  np-on  that  a  wh3rt  ooronn  she  beer 
With  many  floores,  and  I  shal  nat  lye ; 
For  al  the  world,  right  as  the  dayesye  150 
I-coroned  is  with  whyte  lores  lyte, 
Swich  were  the  flonres  of  hir  ooronn 

"whyie. 
For  of  o  perle  fyn  and  oriental 
Hir  whyte  coroon  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyte  coroon,  above  the 
prene,  155 

Made  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  the  fret  of  gold  aboye. 

T-dothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  loye 
Of  silk,  y-bronded  fttl  of  grene  groves ; 
A  garlond  on  his  heed  of  rose-loves     160 
Steked  al  with  lilio  flonres  newe ; 
But  of  his  fiaoe  I  can  nat  seyn  the  hewe. 


For  sekirly  his  &oe  shoon  so  brifl^ite, 

That  with  the  gleem  a^stonod  was  the 
sights ;  164 

A  fVurlong^wsy  I  inighte  him  nat  beholde. 

Bnt  at  the  lasts  in  hands  I  saw  him 
holds 

Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede ; 

And  aimgellich  his  wenges  gan  ho  sprede. 

And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thonghte  he  mighte  wol  y-see ; 
For  stemely  on  mo  he  gan  bihcdde,  171 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  the  noble 

qnene, 
Corooned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
80  womanly,  so  benigns,  and  so  moke,    1 75 
That  in  this  worid,  thogh  that  men  woldo 

soke, 
Half  hir  beacttee  shnlde  men  nat  finds 
In  oreatore  that  formed  is  by  kinds, 
Hir  name  was  Aloeste  the  debonayre ; 
Ipreytogodthatev6r£dleshefbyrel  180 
For  no  hadde  conibrt  been  of  hir  pre- 
sence, 
I  had  be  deed,  withouten  aoy  defence, 


The  god  of  love,  and  in^  his  hande  a 

qnene ; 
And  she  was -clad  in  rSal  habit  grene. 
A  fret  of  gcdd  she  hadde  next  hir  beer,  215 
And  npon  thai  a  whyt  coroon  she  beer 
With  floroons  smalo,  and  I  shal  nat  lye ; 
For  al  the  worid,  ryght  as  a  dayesye 
T-coroonod  is  with  whyte  loves  lyte,    219 
80   were   the  floroons   of    hir   coroon 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  f^ne,  oriental, 
Hir  whyte  coroon  was  y-maked  al ; 
,  For  which,  the  whyte  coroon,  above  the 

Made  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  hir  fret  of  gold  above.  225 
Y-olothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
In  silks,  onbrooded  ftil  of  grene  groves,    ^ 
In-with  a  fret  of  redo  rose*leves, 
The  firesshost  siii  the  world  was   first 

bigonne.  229 

His  gilts  heer  was  eorooned  with  asonne, 
In-stede  of  gold,  for  hevinssBo  and  wighte ; 
Thorwith  me  thooghte  his  £soe  shoon  so 

brighte 


That  wol  onnethos  mighte  I  him  beholde ; 
And  in  his  hande  me  thooghte  I  saogh 

him  holds 
Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede ;     255 
And   anngellyke   his   winges   saogh    I 

spreds. 
And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  bHnd  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thooghte  that  he  mighte  see ; 
For  stemely  on  mo  he  gan  biholde, 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  this  noble 

qoene,  241 

Corooned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
So  womanly,  so  benigno,  and  so  moke, 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  woldo 

soke, 
Half  hir  beaotee  sholde  men  nat  finde  ^5 
In  creatore  that  formed  is  by  kinds, 
[Ct  p.  357,  ooL  a,  11.  276-9.J 
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For  dxede  of  Loyes  wordes  and  his  chere, 
As,  whan  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 
Byhind  this  god  of  love,  np-on  this  grene, 
I  saw  oominge  of  ladyte  nyntene  186 
In  zyal  abite,  a  ftil  esy  pas, 
And  after  hem  com  of  wemenswich  a  txas 
That,  sin  that  god  Adam  made  of  erthe, 
The  thredde  part  of  wemen,  ne  the  ferthe, 
Ne  wende  I  nat  by  poasibilitee  191 

Hadden  ever  in  this  world  y-be ; 
And  trewe  of  love  thise   wemen  were 

eohoon. 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye  195 

This  Aova,  which  that  I  olepe  the  dayesye, 
Fol  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at-ones. 
And  kneled  adoan,  as  It  were  for  the 

nones. 
And  after  that  they  wenten  in  compas, 
Dannsinge  aboate  this  flonr  an  esy  pas,  aoo 
And  songen,  as  it  were  in  oarole-wyse, 
This  balade,  which  that  I  shal  yow  deyyse. 


Balade. 
T^yd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  dere ; 
Ester,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-doon ; 
Hyd,  Jonathaa,  al  thy  firendly manere  j  205 
PeniJopee,  and  ICarcia  Catoon,    - 
Mfl^  of  your  wyfhod  no  oomparisonn ; 
Hyde  ye  your  beautes,  Isoade.and  Bleyne, 
Aloeste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Thy  faire  bodye,  lat  hit  nat  appere,      310 
Lavyne;   and  thou,  Lnoresse  of  Bome 

toon, 
And  Polizene,  that  boghte  love  so  dere, 
Eek  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  your  troathe  in  loye  and  your 

renoon; 
And  thoo,  Tisbe,  that  hast  for  loye  swioh 

peyne ;  ai5 

Aloeste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Herro,  Bido,  Landomia,  alle  in-fere, 
Eek  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  Oanace,  espyed  hy  thy  chore, 
Tsiphile,  betrayed  with  Jasoon,  220 


[Cf.  p.  357i  ooL  ^1  U.  aSo-^] 


And  therfor  may  I  seyn,  as  thinketh  me, 
This  song,  in  preysing  of  this  lady  fire. 


Balade. 
Hyd,  Ab8dk>n,  thy  giUe  tresses  dere ;  249 
Ester,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-doon; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere ; 
Penalopee,  and  ICarcia  Oatoon, . 
ICak  of  your  wyfhod  no  oomparisoon ; 
Hyde  ye  your  beantes,  Isonde  and  Eleyne, 
My  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 
teyne.  W-vw^-  255 

Thy  fiedre  body,  lat  hit  nat  appere, 
Lavyne;  and  thou,  Lnoresse  of  Bome 

tonn. 
And  Polixene,  that  boghten  love  so  dere. 
And  Cleopatre,  witii  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  yoor  tronthe  of  love  and  your 

renoon ;         «  st6o 

And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  of  loye  swioh 

peyne; 
My  lady  oometii,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

HerxD,  Dido,  Landomia,  alle  y-fere, 
And  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  Canaoe,  espjred  by  thy  chore,        265 
Ysiphile,  betnyaed  with  Jasoon, 
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Uak  of  your  troathe  in  love  no  bost  ne 

soon; 
Not  Ypermistre  or  Adriane,  ne  pleyne ; 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 


Whan  that  this  balade  al  y-songen  was, 


[Cf.  pp.  355-6,  ooL  I,  U.  179-198.] 


Upon  the  fofte  and  8Wo(e  grene  gras,   aas 
They  setton  hem  tal  sofbely  adonn, 
By  ordre  alle  in  oompas,  alle  enveronn. 
£ix«t  eat  the  god  of  love,  aad  than  this 

quene 
With  the  whjrte  eonnm,  elad  in  grene ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  hy. 
As  th^  were  of  degree,  ftilonrteisly;    231 


Maketh  of  yoax  troathe  neyther  boost  ne 


Nor  Tpermistre  or  Adriane,  ye  twsyne ; 
My  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 
t^yne. 

This  balade  may  All  wel  y-songen  be,  270 
As  I  have  seyd  erst,  hy  my  lady  free ; 
For  oerteyniy,  aUe  these  mow  nat  snfi^ 
To  i4)peren  with  my  lady  in  no  wyse. 
For  as  the  sonne  wol  the  fyr  dist^n^e. 
So  passeth  al  my  lady  sovexejaie,  27s 

That  is  so  good,  so  £ur,  so  debonaire ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  fisJle  hir  fkire ! 
For,  nadde  comfort  been  of  hir  presence, 
I  had  ben  deed,  withouten  any  defence, 
For  drede  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  ohere; 

As,  when  tyma  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 

Behind  this  god  of  love,  npon  the  grene, 
I  sangh  comings  c^ladyCs  nyntene 
In  real  habit,  a  ftil  efly  paas ;  ^  ^^  ^  t. . 
And  after  hem  00m  of  women  swioh  a 

traas,  aS^ 

Thaty  sin  that  god  Adam  had  maad  of 

erthe, 
Use  thridde  part  of  mankynd,  or  the 

ferthe, 
Ne  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee. 
Had  ever  in  this  wyde  worlde  y-be  } 
And  trewe  of  love   thase  women  were 

eohoon.  ago 

Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye 
This  floor,  which  that  I  depe  the  dayesye, 
Fol  sodeinly  they  stlnten  alle  at  ones. 
And  kneled  doon,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones,  295 

And  songen  with  o  vois, '  Hele  and  honour 
To  tronthe  of  womanhede,  and  to  this  floor 
That  berth  oor  alder  piys  in  figoringe ! 
Hir  whyte  coroon  berth  the  witnesnnge !' 
And  with   that   word,  a-compas  en- 

viroon,  300 

They  setten  hem  tal  softely  adoan« 
Slrst  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  sith  his 

qnene 
With  the  whyte  ooroon,  clad  in  grene ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  hy  and  by, 
As  they  were  of  eetaat,  fril  oorteiily ;     305 
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Ne  nat  a  word  Mras  spoken  in  the  plaoo 
The  moontance  of  a  furlong-wey  of  space. 

I,  lening  faste  by  under  a  bente, 
Aboodf  to  knowenwhat  this  peple  mente, 
Asstilleasanystoon;  tilatthelaete,    236 
The  god  of  love  on  me  his  eye  caste, 
And  seyde,  *who  resteth  ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Un-to  his  axing,  whan  that  I  him  herde, 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  oan^  him 

neer,  940 

And  sained  him.    Qood  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer 
In  my  presence,  and  that  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  wenn  to  oomen  in   my  sight  than 

thon.* 
*And  why,  sir,*  qnod  I,  *and  hit  lyke 

yow?»  345 

*  For  thon,'  qnod  he,  *  art  theivto  nothing 

able. 
My  servannts  been  alle  wyse  and  honour 

able. 
Thon  art  my  mortal  fo,  and  me  wair^yest, 

And  of  myne  olde  servannts  thon  mis^ 

seyest. 
And  hinderest  hem,  with  thy  translaoionn, 
And  lettest  folk  to  han  devooionn         251 
To  serven  me,  and  baldest  hit  folye 
To  troste  on  me.    Thon  mayst  hit  nat 

denye; 
For  in  pleyn  text,  hit  nedeth  nat  to 

glose, 
Thon  hast  translated  the  Bomanns  of  the 

Boee,  255 

That  is  an  here^ye  ageyns  my  lawe. 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  md  withdrawe. 
And  thinkest  in  thy  wit,  that  is  ftil  cool. 
That  he  nis  bnt  a  Terray  propre  fool 
That   loreth  paramonrs,  to  harde  and 

bote.  260 

Wei  wot  I  ther-by  thon  begUmest  dote 
As  olde  foles,  whan  hir  spirit  fayleth ; 
Than  blame  they  folk,  and  wite  nat  what 

hem  ayleth. 
Hast  thon  nat  mad  in  BngHgli  eek  the 

book 
How  that  Ciisseyde  Troilns  forcook, '  265 
In  shewinge  how  that  wemen  han  don 

mis? 


Ke  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  moxmtanoe  of  a  Airlong-wey  of  space. 
I  kneling  by  this  flonr,  in  good  entente 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente. 
As  stille  as  any  stoon ;  til  at  the  laste,  310 
This  god  of  love  on  me  his  eyen  caste. 
And  seyde,  *who  kneleth  ther?*  and  I 

answerde 
Unto  his  asking,  whan  that  I  hit  herde, 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  com  him 

neor. 
And  sained  him.    Qnod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer  315 

So  nigh  myn  owne  flonr,  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  worm  to  neghen  neer  my  flonr  than 

thon.* 
*And  why,  sir,*  qnod  I,  *and  hit  lyke 

yow?' 
*  For  thon,*  qnod  he,  *  art  ther-to  nothing 

able.  320 

Hit  is  my  relik,  digne  and  delytable, 

And  thon  my  fo,  and  al  my  folk  wer- 

reyest, 
And  of  myn  olde  servannts  thon  mis- 

seyest. 
And  hindrest  hem,  with  thy  translaoionn, 
And  lettest  folk  from  hir  devocionn       325 
To  serve  me,  and  boldest  hit  folye 
ToserveLove.  Thon  mayst  hit  nat  denye; 

For  in  pleyn  text,  with-onten  nede  of 

glose, 
Thon  hast  translated  the  Bomannoe  of 

theBose,        ' 
That  is  an  hereto  ageyns  my  lawe,     330 
And  makest  wyse  folk  firo  me  withdrawe. 


And  of  Criseyde  thon  hast  seyd  as  thee 

liste. 
That  maketh  mento  wommen  lasse  triste, 
That  ben  as  trewe  as  ever  was  any  steel. 
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Bat  nfttheleB,  unwere  me  now  to  tliis, 
Why  noldest  thou  as  wel  han  seyd  good- 


Of  wemen,  as  thon  hast  seyd  wikkednesse  ? 
Was  ther  no  good  matere  in  thy  minde, 
Ne  in  alle  thy  hokes  ooodest  tho^  nat 

finde  971 

Sun  story  of  wemen  that  were  goode  and 

trewe? 
Tis  I  god  wot,  sixty  bokes  olde  and  newe 
Hast  thou  thy-self,  alle  Aille  of  stories 

grete, 
That  bothe   Bfomains   and  eek  Qrekes 

trete  ays 

Of  snndzy  wemen,  which  lyf  that  th^ 

ladde, 
And  ever  an  hundred  gode  ageg^n  oon 

badde. 
This  knoweth  god,  and  alle  blerkes  eke, 
That  osen  swiche  materes  for  to  soke.  279 
What  seith  Valerie,  Titos,  or  Claodian? 
What  seith  Jerome  ageyns  Jovinian  ? 
How  dene  maydens,   and   how  trewe 

wyves,  2S2 

How  stedfast  widwes  dnring  al  hir  lyres, 
Telleth  Jerome ;  |uid  that  nat  of  afewe, 
Bnt,  I  dar  seyn,  an  hondred  on  a  rewe ; 
That  hit  is  pitee  for  to  rede,  and  ronthe, 
The  wo  that  they  endoren  for  hir  tronthe. 
For  to  hir  love  were  th^  so  trewe, 
That,    rather   than  thsy  wolde  take  a 

newe. 
They  chosen  to  be  dede  in  sundry  wyse. 
And  dejrden,  as  the  story  wol  devyse ;    291 
And  some  were  brend,  and  some  were  oat 

thehals. 
And  some  dr«ynt,  for  they  wolden  nat  be 

fals. 
For  alle  keped  they  hir  maydenhed, 
Or  elles  wedlok,  or  hir  widwehed.        395 
And  this  thing  was  nat  kept  for  holii 

nesse. 
Bat  al  for  verray  Terta  and  olonnesse. 
And  for  men  sholde  sette  on  hem  no  lak; 
And  yit  they  weren  hethen,  al  the  pak, 
That  were  so  sore  adrad  of  alle  shame.  300 
These  olde  wemen  kepte  so  hir  name. 
That  in  this  world  I  trow  men  shal  nat 

finds 
A  man  that  ooade  be  so  trewe  and  kinde, 
As  was  the  leste  woman  in  that  tyde. 


Of  thyn  answere  aryse  thee  right  weel ; 
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Of  trewe  -wyves,  and  of  hir  labour  ? 
Whafc  Yinoent,  in  his  Storial  Mironr  ? 
£ek  al  the  world  of  antonrs  maystow 

here, 
Cristen  and  hethen,  trete  of  swioh  matere ; 
It  nedeth  nat  alday  thus  for  t'endyte.  310 
But  yit  I  sey,  what  eyleth  thee  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  stories,  and  foigo  the  com  ? 
By  seint  Yenns,  of  whom  that  I  was  bom, 
Althongh  [that]  thou  renejred  hast  my 

lay, 
As  othere  olde  folei  many  a  day,  315 


Thou  shalt  repente  hit,  that  hit  shal  he 

Bene!' 
Than   spak   Alceste,    the   worthieste 

qaene. 
And  seyde,  *god,  right  of  your  cnrtesye, 
Te  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Ageyns  these  points  that  ye  han  to  him 

moved ;  3^ 

A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved, 
Bat  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  rightftil  and  eek  meroiable. 
He  shal  nat  rightftilly  his  yre  wreke   344 
Or  he  have  herd  the  tother  party  speke. 
Al  ne  is  nat  gospel  that  istoyowpleyned ; 
The   god   of  love   berth   many   a  tale 

y-feyned. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeonr. 
And  many  a  qneynte  totelere  aconsonr. 
That  tabooren  in  your  ores  many  a  thing 
For  hate,  or  for  jelons  imagining,         331 
And  for  to  han  with  yow  som  daliannce. 
Bnvye  (I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  mischaonce !) 

Is  lavender  in  the  grete  court  alway. 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day, 
Out  of  the  hons  of  Cesar;    thus  seith 

Dante ;  336 

'Who-60  that  goth,  alwey  she  moot  [nat] 

wante. 
This  man  to  yow   may   wrongly   been 

accused, 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  exonsed. 
Or  elles,  sir,  for  that  this  man  is  nyce,  340 
He  may  translate  a  thing  in  no  malyce. 
Bat  for  he  useth  bokes  for  to  make, 


For,  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast  my 
lay,  336 

As  other  wreoohes  han  doon  many  a  day. 
By  seynt  Yenas,  that  my  moder  is, 
If  that  thoa  live,  thoa  shalt  repenten 

this 
So  cruelly,  that  hit  shal  wel  be  sene !  *  340 

Tho  spak  this  lady,  clothed  al  in  grene. 

And  seyde,  'god,  right  of  your  cnrtesye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Agayns   al   this  that  ye   han   to   him 

moved; 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved,  345 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  gracious  and  meroiable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  god,  that  knowen  al, 
Than  mighte  hit  be,  as  I  yow  teUen  shal ; 
This  man  to  yoa  may  falsly  been  ac- 

eosed,  350 

Ther  as  hy  right  him  oghte  been  excused. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeotir, 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  aocusour, 
That  tabouren  in  your  ores  many  a  soun. 
Bight  after  hit  imaginadonn,  355 

To  have  jrour  daUance,  and  for  envye ; 
These  been  the  causes,  and  I  shall  nat 

lye. 
Envye  is  lavender  of  the  court  alway ; 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  hous  of  Cesar;   thus  seith 

Dante;  360 

Who-so  that  goth,  algate  she  wol  nat 

wante. 

[C£l  U.  350-1  above.] 


And  eek,  paraunter,  for  this  man  is  nyce, 
He  mighte  doon  hit,  gessing  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  {hinges  for  to  make ; 
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And  takth  non  heed  of  what  znatere  he 

take; 
Therfor   he   vnoot  the   Boee   and   eek 

Orineyde 
Of  innocence,  and  niste  what  he  seyde ; 
Or  him  was  hoden  make  thilke  tweye    346 
Of  8om  penone,  and  dmste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
For  he  hath  wziten  many  a  book  er  thii. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevonsly  amis 
To  translaten  that  olde  darkee  wxyten,  350 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt  of  love,  and  hadde  him-«elf  y- 

wrog^ht. 
This  shnlda  a  xightwys  lord  hap  In  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tirannts  of  Lombardye, 
That  nsen  wilfhlhed  and  tirannye,       355 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  natnrel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tirannt  ne  cmel, 
As  is  a  feimonr,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 
And  that  him  oweth,  of  rerray  dnetee,  360 
Shewen  his  peple  pleyn  benignitee, 
And  wel  to  here  hir  ezcnsacionns, 
And  hir  compleyntes  fmd  peticioons, 
In  dnewe  tyme,  whan  they  shal  hit  profre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre : 
Akingtokepehisligesinjnstyce;        366 
With-oaten  donte,  that  is  his  ofiyce. 
And  therto  is  a  king  ftxl  depe  y-swom, 
Fol  many  an  hundred  printer  |ie(»>bifom ; 
And  for  to  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree,   370 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilfhl  that  they  be 
Enhaunced   and    howHued,   and   most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddea  In  this  worl4 

here — 
This  shal  he  doon,  bothe  to  pore  [andj 

riche, 
Al  be  that  her  estat  be  nat  a-liche,       375 
And  han  of  pore  folk  oompassionn. 
For  lo,  the  gentU.  kind  of  the  lionn  I 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  toyl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
AlesUy;  for,  of  his  genteiye,  380 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  cnrre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  oorage  oghte  been  areste. 
And  weyen  evexy  thing  by  eqnitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


Him  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 
take;  365 


Or  him  was  boden  maken  thilke  tweye 
Of  som  persone,  and  dnrste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
Or  him  repenteth  utterly  of  thii. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevonsly  amis 
To  translaten  that  olde  derkes  wryten,  370 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt  of  love,  fmd   had   him-eelf  hit 

wroght. 
This  shnlde  a  rightwyq  lord  have  in  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tirannts  ^f  Lnmbardye, 
That  han  no  rewaM  bnt  iH  tirannye.    375 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  iiatarcd, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tirannt  ne  cmel, 
As  is  a  f  ermonr,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  mo^  thinke  hit  is  his  Uge  man. 


And  is  his  tresoor,  and  his  gold  in  oofre. 
This  is  thesentence  of  the  philosophre :  381 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  justice ; 
With^ooten  donte,  that  is  his  oflyoe. 


Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree, 
As  hit  is  right  andskilfhl  that  they  be  385 
Enhannced   and    honoured,   and   most 


For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
Tit  mot  he  doon  bothe  right,  to  pore  and 

riche, 
Al  be  that  hir  estat  be  nat  y-liche. 
And  han  of  pore  folk  oompassionn.      390 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kynd  of  the  leonn ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smytetii 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  genteiye,  394 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  oorre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  oorage  oghte  been  areste,     ^ 
And^Oyen  every  thing  by  eqnitee,     '.  ^  1,  t . 
And  ever  han  regard  to  his  owen  degrees 


ys 
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For,  sir,  hit  is  no  xnaystrie  for  a  lord  386 
To  dampne  a  man  with-oate  answere  or 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  fhl  fool  to  use. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  ezonse, 
[But]  azeth  mercy  with  a  sorweftil  herte, 
And  pro&eth   him,  right   in   hia  bare 

sherte,  39' 

To  been  right  at  yoor  owne  jngement. 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avysement, 
Considre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trefipas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

oas,  395 

Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  meroiable ; 
Leteth   your    yre,    and   beth   somwhat 

tretable! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  oonning, 
And  forthered  yoor  lawe  with  his  making. 
Whyl  he  was  yong,  he  kepte  your  estat ; 
I  not  wher  he  be  now  a  renegat.  401 

But  wel  I  wot,  with  that  he  can  endjrte. 
He  hath  maked  lewed  folk  delyte 
To  serve  yon,  in  preysing  of  yonr  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hons  of 

Fame,  405 

And   eek   the   I>eeth  of  Blannohe  the 

Dnchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Fooles,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  yonr  halydayes. 
That  highten  Balades,  Boondels,  Yire- 

layes;  4" 

And  for  to  speke  of  other  beelnesse, 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  BoSoe ; 
And  of  the  Wreohed  Engendring  of  Man- 

kinde. 
As  man  may  in  pope  Innocent  y-flnde ;  415 
And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Ceoyle; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  npon  the  Mandeleyne ; 
Him  oghto  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne ; 
He  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many  a 

thing.  420 

Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  yonr  Alcesto,  whylom  qnene  of  Trace, 
I  aze  yow  this  man,  right  of  yonr  grace, 
That  ye  him  never  hnrto  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

blyve,  4^5 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord   400- 
To  dampne  a  man  with-onto  answere  of 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ftd  fool  to  nse. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  excuse, 
But  asketh  mercy  with  a  dredfVil  herte, 
And  pro&eth   him,  right   in   his  bare 
sherto,  4P5 

To  been  right  at  yonr  owne  jngement, 
Than  oghto  a  god,  ^7  short  avysement, 
Ck>nsidre  his  owne  honoor  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  oanse  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas, 
Yow  oghto  been  the  lighter  meroiable ;  410 
Letoth  yonr  yre,  and  beth  somwhat  tret- 
able! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning, 
And  forthred wel  jroor  lawe  inhis  making.  ,v>'^ 

Al  be  hit  that  he  can  nat  wel  endyto, 
Yet  hath  he  maked  lewed  folk  delyto  415 
To  serve  yon,  in  proysing  of  yonr  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hons  of 

Fame, 
And  eek  the   Deeth   of  Blannche   the 

Dnchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Fooles,  as  I  gesse, 
And  al  tlie  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyto  420 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  yinpne  £nr  yonr  halydayes, 
That  highten  Balades,  Bonndels,  Vire- 

layes; 
And,  for  to  speke  of  other  holynesse. 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Botee,      4^5 


And  mad  the  lyf  also  of  seynt  Oecyle  ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whylp. 
Origenes  npon  the  Mandeleyne ; 
Him  og^ito  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne ; 
He  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many 

a  thing.  430 

*  Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  yonr  Alceste,  whylom  qnene  of  Trace, 
I  aske  yow  this  man,  right  of  yonr  grace, 
That  ye  him  never  hnrte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

blyve,  435 

He  shal  no  mors  agiltan  in  this  wyse ; 
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But  he  Bhal  maken,  m  ye  wil  devyne. 
Of  women  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-flo  y^  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  jow,  bm  mnche  bm  he  mis- 

•ejrde  450 

Or  in  the  Boee  or  ellei  in  Crbes^de.* 
The  god  of  love  answerde  hir  thiii 

anoon, 
*  Madame,*  qnod  he/  hit  if  so  long  agoon 
That  I  jow  knew  BO  charitable  and  irewe, 
That  never  yit,  lith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  435 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
lliat,  if  that  I  wol  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  wame  your  retjaeste ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  what  yow 

leste,  439 

And  al  foxyeve,  with-onten  lenger  space ; 
FcfT  who«>  yeveth  a  yifl,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  by  tyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the 

more ; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  thafore. 
Go  thanke  now  my  lady  heer/  qnod  he. 
I  roof,  and  donn  I  sette  me  on  my 

knee,  445 

And  seyde  thus :  '  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foiyelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foryive ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  450 
That  han  me  hdlpen,  and  pnt  in  swioh 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  eas, 
Naught  have   agilt,   ne    doon   to  love 


fVnrwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-onten  drtde, 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ; 
Ke  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  Uame,  456 
Thogh  that  I  speke  a  fids  lover  flom  shame. 
They  oghte  rathftr  with  me  for  to  holde, 
For  that  I  of  Grefeyde  wroot  or  tolde. 
Or  of  the  Bose;  what-so  myn  anctear 

mente,  460 

Algttte,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthren  tronthe   in   love   and   hit 

cheryoe; 
And  to  be  war  fro  fnlsnesse  and  fro  vyoe 
By  swioh  enfample ;  thif  waf  my  men- 

inge.* 
And  she  answerde,  *lat  be  thyn  axga- 

inge;  4^ 

H 


But  he  flhal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devyee, 
Of  wommen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-so  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve. 
And  forthren  yow,  as  mnche  as  he  mis- 

seyde  440 

Or  in  the  Bose  or  elles  in  Creseyde.' 
The  god  of  love  answerde  hir   thns 

anoon, 
I.Hadame,*  qnod  he,  *  hit  is  so  long*  agoon 
Thai  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
niat  never  yit,  sith  thai  the  world  was 

new©,  445 

To  me  ne  fbnd  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
If  that  I  ynMe  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  MnA  nat  weme  your  reqneete ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  as  yow 


I  al  foryeve,  with-onten  lenger  space ;  450 
For  who«>  yeveth  a  yift,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  Vy  tyme^  his  thank  is  wel  the 


And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Go  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  qnod  he. 
I  roos,  and  doon  I  sette  me  on  my 

knee,  455 

And  seyde  tfan* :  *  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foiyelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  hia  wrathe  to  foiyive ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  mi^  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  460 
That  han  me  holpe   and  put   in   this 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
Naoght  have  agilt,   ne   doon   to  love 


Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-onten  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede ; 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame, 
Thogh  that  I  speke  afids  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  fyr  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Oreseyde  wroot  or  tolde. 
Or  of  the  Bose ;  what-so  myn  anotonr 
1     .  inente,  470 

Algaie,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthren   tronthe   in   love  and   hit 

chexyoe  j 
And  to  be  war  tro  frUsnesfe  and  fro  vyce 
By  flwich  enfample ;  thif  waf  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  *  lat  be  thyn  argn- 

ingej  475 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


3^4 


Z^t  BtQtni  of  (Boo^  (P£)omeiu 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  conntrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  this  at  me! 
Thon  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penanoe  then  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  onderstond  hit  here : 
Thou  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer  by 

yere,  47« 

The  most^  party  of  thy  lyve  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legendo 
Of  Oode  Wemen,  maidenes  and  wyves,  474 
That  were  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen. 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wemen   they  may  doon   a 

shame; 
For  in  your  world  that  if  now  holden 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lesteth  nat  a  lover  be,  480 
Spek  wel   of  love;    this  penanoe  yeve 

I  thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  l^  any 

weye, 
To  forthren  thee,  and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Qo  now  thy  wey,  thy  penanoe  is  bat  lyte.' 


The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 

seyde,  486 

*  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  queue,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel  penanoe  yeven  thee. 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte ; 
That  mi^yst  thou  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.' 
And  I  answerde,  *  ni^,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 

*  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,'  495 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee, 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avjrse  thee. 
Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  oheste. 
The  gret  goodnesse  of  the  queue  Aloeete, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayesye :  500 

She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  conntrepleted  be 
In.  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  that  of  me ! 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  understond  hit  here: 
Thou  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeor 

by  yer6,  481 

The  moste  party  of  thy  tyme  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wommen,  maidenes  and  wyves, 
That  weren  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves; 
And  telle  of  ficdse  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wommen  they  may  doon  a 

shame; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holde  a 

game. 
And  thoc^  thee  lyke  nata  lover  be,     490 
Spek  wel  of  love ;  this  penanoe  yive  I 

thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye. 
To  forthren  thee,  and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Go  now  thy  w^,  this  penanoe  is  but  lyte. 
And  whan  this  book  is  maad,  yive  hit  the 

queue  Ui  ,"'*-  'l>w  va'^,\%  ^  ^.  >  ^'  ^\i^  ^  • 
On  my  behalfe,  at  Eltham,  or  at  Shene.'  \  . 
The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 

s^e, 
*  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde. 
Or  quene,  or  ooontesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
Thai  hath  so  litel  penance  yiven  thee,  90c 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte ; 
That  maystow  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.'  5<H 

And  I  answerde,  *  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 
*  That  isa  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,' 
Quod  Love,  *and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avjrse  thee.  509 

Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste, 
The  grete  goodnesse  of  the  quene  Aloeste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  daye^ye : 
She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye. 
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And  eek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he, 
And  Ercnles  rescned  hir,  i>ardee, 
And  broghte  hir  out  of  helle  agayn  to 
blis?'  504 

And  I  answerde  ageyn,  and  seyde,  *yi8, 
Now  knowe  I  hir!   And  is  this   good 

Alceste, 
The  dayesye,  and  myn  owne  hertes  reste? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf, 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hirlyf, 
Hir  grete  bonntee  doubleth  hir  renonn ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  me  myn  affeooionn 
That  I  have  to  hir  floor,  the  daye^ye  \ 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stellifyei 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodneese  ! 
Hir  whyte  ooroon  berth  of  hit  witnesse  j 
For  also  many  yertnes  hadde  she,         516 
As  smale  flonres  in  hir  corotm  be. 
In  romembraonco  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  floor  519 
T-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  may  see ; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  ooroon  reed,  pardee, 
In  stede  of  robies,  set  among  the  whyte.' 

Therwlth  this  qoene  wez  reed  for  shame 

"Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seyde  Love,  *  a  Ail  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,  to  write  onstedfastnesse 
Of  women,  sith  thoo  knowest  hir  good- 
nesse 
By  preef,  and  eek  by  stories  heer-bifom ; 
Let  be  the  chaf,  and  wryt  wel  of  the  com. 
Why  noldest  thoo  han  writen  of  Aloeste, 
And  leten  Criseide  been  a-slepe  and 
reste?  531 

For  of  Alceste  shnlde  thy  wryting  be. 
Sin  that  thoo  wost  that  kalender  is  she 
Of  goodnesse,  for  she  taoghte   of  fyn 

lovinge, 
And  namely  of  wyfhood  the  livinge,    535 
And  alle  the  boondes  that  she  oghte  kepe ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  Arslepe. 
Bot  now  I  chaige  thee,  opon  thy  lyf, 
That  in  thy  Legend  thoo  make  of  this 

wyf. 
Whan  thoo  hast  othere  smale  maad  be- 
fore; 540 
And  £Rre  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 


And  eek  to  goon  to  hello,  rather  than  he, 
And  Ercnles  rescowed  hir,  pardee,  515 
And  broghte  hir  oot  of  helle  agayn  to 

blis?' 
And  I  answerde  ageyn,  and  seyde,  'yis, 
Now  knowe  I  hirl    And  is  this  good 

Aloeste,  518 

The  daye^ye,  and  myn  owne  hertes  reste  ? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf. 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  grete  boontee  doobleth  hir  renoon ! 
Wel  hath  she  qoit  me  myn  afiPeooioon 
That  I  have  to  hir  floor,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stellifye,  $25. 
As  telleth  Agatp^,  for  hir  goodnesse ! 
Hir  whyte  coroon  berth  of  hit  witnesse ; .; . 
For  also  many  vertoes  hadde  she,      ^, 
As  smale  floores  in  hir  ooroon  be.        529 
In  remembraxmoe  of  hir  and  in  honoor, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  floor     v '  ' 
T-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  may  see;  \[i  \ 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroon  reed,  pardee,  -;  > 
In  stede  of  robies,  set  among  the  whyte.'   ^  ^^^ 
Therwith  this  qoAnewex  reed  for  shame  '' 

ftlyte,  535   '\ 

Whan  she  was  proysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seyde  Love,  '  a  fol  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,  that  ilke  tyme  thoo 

made  538 

"  Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  tresses,"  in  balade. 
That  thoo  forgete  hir  in  thy  song  to  sette. 
Sin  that  thoo  art  so  gretly  in  hir  dette. 


And  wost  so  wel,  that  kalender  is  she 

To  any  woman  that  wol  lover  be 

For   she   taoghte  al  the    craft  of  fyn 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wyfhood  the  livinge,    545 
And  alle  the  boondes  that  she  oghte  kepe ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  a-elepe. 
Bot  now  I  charge  thee,  opon  thy  lyf. 
That  in  thy  Legend  thoo  make  of  this 

wyf, 
Whan  thoo  hast  other  smale  y-maad  be- 
fore ;  550 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 
Bot  er  I  go,  thos  moche  I  wol  thee 
telle,                                    1^ 
Ne  shal  no  trewe  lover  eome  in  helle. 
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At  Oleopatre  I  wol  that  thoa  beginne ; 
And  80  forth ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thoa 
winne.'  543 


And  with  that  word  of  sleep  I  gan  a-awake, 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Thise  other  ladies  sittinge  here  arowe 
Ben  in  thy  halade,  if  thoa  canst  hem 

knowe,  555 

And  in  thy  bokes  alle  thoa  shalt  hem 

finde; 
Have  hem  now  in  thy  Legend  alle  in 

minde, 
I  mene  of  hem  that  been  in  thy  knowinge. 
For  heer  ben  twenty  thousand  mo  sittinge 
Than   thoa   knowest,    that   been    good 

wommen  alle  560 

And  trewe  of  loye,  for  aogh^  that  may 

befklle; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  leste. 
I  mot  gon  hoom,  the  Sonne  dxaweth  wests, 
To  Paradys,  with  al  this  companye ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  firesshe  dayesye.  $6$ 
At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thoa  beginne ; 
And  so  forth ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 

winne. 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be^ 
Wol  doon  so  strong  a  pc^yne  for  love  as 

she. 
I  wot  wel  that  thou  mayst  nat  al  hit 

ryme,  570 

That  swiche  lovers  diden  in  hir  tyme ; 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  here ; 
Sof^rceth  me,  thoa  make  in  this  manere, 
That  thoa  reheroe  of  al  hir  lyf  the  gretej  > 
After  thise  olde  aaotoars  listen  to  trete. 
For  who-so  shalsomany  a  storie  telle,  576 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwelle.' 
And  with  that  word  my  bokes  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thos  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


:t'^*'aU    c(  • 
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IndpU  Legmda  Cleopairie^  MarthrU^ 
EgipUregine, 

ArrxK  the  deeth  of  Tholomee  the  king,  580 
That  al  Bgipte  hadde  in  his  governing, 
Begned  his  qaene  Oleopataras ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  ther  swiche  a  cas, 
That  oat  of  Bome  was  sent  a  senatoar, 
For  to  conqneren  regnes  and  honoar   585 
Unto  the  toan  of  Bome,  as  was  asaonce, 
To  have  the  worid  onto  her  obeisaonoe ; 


And,  sooth  to  seye,  Antonios  was  his 

So  fil   hit,    as^Fortone   him  oghte   a 
diame  (10) 

Whan  he  was  fidlen  in  prosperitee,      590 
Bebel  onto  the  toan  of  Bome  is  he. 
And  over  al  this,  the  soster  of  Cesar, 
He  laiAe  hir  falsly,  er  that  she  was  war, 
And  wolde  algates  han  another  wyf ; 
For  whiche  he  took  with  Bome  and  Cesar 
•tryf:  595 
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Kathelef,  foor-aooth,  thii  like  tenatofor 
Was  a  faX  worthy  gentil  wdrreyoiur, 
And  of  his  deeth  hit  was  All  greet  damage. 
But  love  had  broght  this  man  in  swiche 

arage,  (jo) 

And  him  so  narwa  boimden  in  his  las,  ^^ 
Al  for  the  lore  of  deopataras,  601 

Tliat  al  the  world  he  sette  at  no  valne. 
Him  thonghte,  nas  to  him  no  thing  so 

dne 
As  Cleopatxas  for  to  love  and  serve ;    604 
Him  roghte  nat  in  armes  for  to  stexre 
In  the  defence  of  hir,  and  of  hir  right. 
This  noble  qnene  eek  lovede  so  this 

knight, 
Through  his  desert,  and  for  his  ohivahye; 
As  certeinl J,  but>if  that  tx>kes  lye,       (30) 
He  was,  of  persone  and  of  gentilesse,  610 
And  of  discreoioiin  and  hardinesse. 
Worthy  to  any  wight  that  liven  may. 
And  she  was  fiair  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  maken  shortly  is  the  beste, 
She  wex  his  wyf^  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste.  615 

The  wedding  and  the  feste  to  devyse, 
To  me,  that  have  y-take  swiche  empryse 
Of  so  many  a  st<nie  for  to  make,  (39) 

Hit  were  to  long,  lest  that  I  sholde  slake 
Of  thing  that  bereth  more  effect  and 

charge;  6ao 

For  men  may  overlade  a  ship  or  barge ; 
And  forthy  to  th'efTeot  than  wol  I  skippe. 
And  al  the  remenant,  I  wol   lete  hit 

slippe. 
Octovian,  that  wood  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  est  on  Antony  to  lede    62$ 
Al-onterly  for  his  destraocioon, 
With  stoate  Bomains,  cruel  as  leoon ; 
To  ship  they  wente,  and  thus  I  let  hem 

saile. 
Antonins  was  war,  and  wol  nat  faile  (go) 
To  meten   with   thise   Bomains,  if  he 

may;  630 

Took   eek   his  reed,   and   bothe,   upon 

a  day. 
His  wjrf  and  he,  and  al  his  ost,  forth 

wente 
To  shippe  anoon,  no  lenger  they  ne  stente ; 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete — 
Up  goth  the  trompe — and  for  to  shoate 

and  shete,  635 


And  peynen  hem  to  sette  on  with  the 

Sonne. 
With  grisly  soon  ont  goth   the   grete , 

ffonivB, 
And  net^V  ^  V  hnrtlen  al  at  ones, 
And  firo  the  top  doon  oometh  the  grete 

stones.  (6u) 

In  goth  the  grapenel  so  fVil  of  orokes   640 
Among  the  ropes,  and  the  shering-hokes. 
In  with  the  polaz  presseth  he  and  he ; 
Behind  the  mast  beginneth  he  to  flee. 
And  oat  agayn,  and  dzyveth  him  over- 

borde;  644 

He  stingeth  him  npon  his  q;>eres  orde ; 
He  rent  the  sail  with  hokes  lyke  a  sythe ; 
He  bringeth  the  onppe,  and  biddeth  hem 

beblythe; 
He  ponreth  pesen  npon  the  haoohes  slider ; 
With  pottes  All  of  lym  they  goon  to- 

gider ;  (70) 

And  thns  the  longe  day  in  fight  they 

spendo  6so 

TH,  at  the  laste,  as  everything  hath  ende, 
Antony  is  shent,  and  put  him  to  the 

flighte,  ^,   .  ...  >    ^'. 

And  al  his  folk  to-go,  that  beet  go  mighte. 
Fleeth  eek   the  -queen,  with   al  her 


For  strcdces,  which  that  wente  as  thikke 

as  hail;  655 

No  wonder  was,  she  mighte  hit  nat  endure. 
And  whan  that  Antony  saw  that  aven- 

ture, 
*Allas!'  quod  he,  *the  day  that  I  was 

born!^ 
My  worshipe  in  this  day  thus  have  I 

lomI»  (80) 

And  for  dispeyr  ont  of  his  witte  he  sterte, 
Aad  roof  him-self  anoon  through-out  the 

herte  661 

Er  that  he  farther  wente  out   of  the 

place. 
His  wyf,  that  ooude  of  Cesar  have  no 

grace, 
To  I^ipte  is  fled,  for  drede  and  for  dis- 


But  herkneth,  ye  that  speke  of  kinde- 

nesse.  66$ 

Te  men,  that  falsly  swerenmany  an  ooth 

That  ye  wol  dye,  if  that  your  love  be 

wzooth, 
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Heer  may  ye  .seen  of  'womto  whiche  a 

tronthe ! 
Thitf  wofnl  Cleopatre  hath  mad  Bwich 

Touthe  (90) 

That  ther  nis  tonge  noon  that  may  hit 

telle.  670 

But  on  the  morwe  she  wol  -no  lenger 

dwelle, 
But  made  hir  subtil  workmen  make  a 

shiyne 
Of  alle  the  rabies  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Bgipte  that  she  ooude  espye ; 
And  pntte  fal  the  shryne  of  spycerye,  67^ 
And  ieet  the  coiS  embanme ;  and  forth 

shefette 
This  dede  oors,  and  in  the  shryne  hit 

shette. 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pit  than  doth  she 

grave; 
And  alle  the  serpents  that  she  mighte 

have,  (100) 

She  putte  hem  in  that  grave,  and  thus 

she  seyde :  68d 

*  Kow  love,  to  whom  my  sorweftil  h6rt4 

obeyde 
So  ferforthly  that,  fro  that  bUsftil  hoore 
That  I  yow  svror  to  been  al  firely  youre, 
I  mene  yow,  Antonios  my  knight !       684 
That  never  waking,  in  the  day  or  night. 


ye  nere  out  of  myn  hertes  remembrannco 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  carole  or  for  daunce ; 
And  in  my-self  this  covenant  made  I 

tho,  (109) 

That,  right  swioh  as  ye  felten,  wele  or  wo, 
As  ferforth  as  hit  in  my  power  lay,      690 
Unreprovable  nnto  my  wyfhood  ay, 
The  same  wolde  I  felen,  lyf  or  deeth. 
And  thilke  covenant,  why!  me  lasteth 

breeth, 
I  wol  f^ilfiUe,  and  that  shal  wel  be  sene ; 
Was  never  tmto  hir  love  a  trewer  quene/ 
And  with  that  word,  naked,  with  f\il 

good  herte,  696 

Among  the  serpents  in  the  pit  she  sterte,  A '^  ■* 
And  ther  she  ohees  to  ban  hir  buryinge.  0.,^^ ' 
Anoon  thie   neddres  gonne  hir   for   to^'-  ^ 

stinge,  (lao) 

And  she  hir  deeth  receyveth,  with  good 

ohere,  700 

For  love  of  Antony,  that  was  hir  so  dere:— : 
And  this  is  storial  sooth,  hit  is  no  fable.  • 
Kow,  er  I  finde  a  man  thus  trewe  and    • 

stable, 
And  wol  for  love  his   deeth   so  freely 

take, 
I  pray  god  lat  onr  hedes  never  ake !     705 

ExpUcU  Legenda  Cleopatrie,  MartirU, 
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Ineipit  Legenda  Te^  BahUonUt  Martiris, 

At  Babiloine  whylom  fil  it  thus, 
The  whiohe  toon  the  queen  Semi  ramus 
Leet  diohen  al  about,  and  walles  make 
Ful  hye,  of  harde  tyles  wel  y^bake. 
Ther  weren  dwellinge  in  this  noble  toun 
Two  lordes,  whioh  that  were  of  greet 

renoun,  71 1 

And  woneden  so  nigh,  Upon  a  grene, 
That  ther  nas  but  a  stoon-wal  hem  bi- 

twene^ 
As  ofbe  in  grete  tonnes  is  the  wone. 
And  sooth  to  s^yn,  that  o  man  hadde 

a  sone,  715 

Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  tho  lustieste.    (i  x) 
That  other  hadde  a  doghter,  the  faircste, 


That  estward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwel- 
linge* ^,  , .  \ 
The  name  of  everich  gan  to  other  springe 
By  wommen,  that  were  neighebores 
aboute.  720 
For  in  that  contree  yit,  withonten  doute, 
Maidens  been  y-kept,  for  jelosye, 
Ful  streite,  lest  they  diden  som  folye. 

This  yonge  man  was  doped  Piramas, 

And  Tisbe  hight  the  maid,  Naso  seith 

thus ;  725 

And  thus  by  report  was  hir  name  y-ehove 

That,  as    th^y  wexe   in    age,  wex   hir 

love;  («) 

And  certein,  as  by  reson  of  hir  age, 

Ther   mighte    have    been   bitwix   hem 

manage,  739 
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Bat  that  hir  fadres  nolde  hit  nat  assente ; 
And  bothe  in  love  y^lyke  sore  they  brente. 
That  noom  of  alle  hir  firendea  xnighte  hit 

lette 
But  piively  aomtymd  yit  they  mettd 
By  sleighte,  and  speken  som  of  hir  de^yr ; 
As,  wiy  the  gleed,  and  hotter  is  the  fyr ; 
Forbede  a  love,  and  it  is  ten  so  wood.  736 
This  wal,  which  that  bitwix  hem  bothe 

stood,  (3a) 

Was  doven  a-two,  right  fro  thd  toppe 

adoon, 
Of  olde  tyme  of  his  fdndaoumn ; 
But  yit  this  olifte  was   so  narwe  and 

iyte„,,,i.(>  ^'  .  V.  ..'.'!  1.,  740 

'  It  nas  nat  sene,  dere  y-nogh  a  mytei^  ^^ 
Bat  what  is  that,  that  love  can  nat  esj^ye? 
Te  loYers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat.  lye, 
Ye  foanden  first  this  litel  narwe  olifte ; 
And,  with  a  soon  as  softe  as  any  shnifte) 
They  lete  hir  wozdes  throngh  the  olifte 

pace,  (41)  746 

And  tolden,  whyl  that  they  stode  in  the 

place, 
Al  hir  oompleynt  of  love,  and  al  hir  wo, 
At  evexy  tyme  whan  they  dorste  sa 

Upon  that  o  tyde  of  the  wal  stood  he, 
And  on  that  other  syde  stood  Tisbe,     751 
The  swote  soon  of  other  to  reo^yve, 
And  thai  hir  wardeini  wolde  they  de- 

oeyva. 
And  eveiy  day  this  wal  th^  wolde  threte, 
And  wisdid  to  god,  that  it  ware  doan 

y-bcte.  (50)  755 

Thos   wolde    they   s^yn-—*  alias !    thou 

wikked  wal, 
Throogh  thyn  e&vye  then  as  lettest  al  I 
Vfhy  nilt  thoa  oleve,  or  fikUan  al  a4wo  f 
Or,  at  the  leste,  bat  thoa  woldest  so, 
Yit  woldestow  bat  ones  Iste  OS  metO)  760 
Or  ones  that  we  mights  UsMn  swete^ 
Than  were  we  covered  of  oar  cares>&!cbd. 
Bat  natheles,  yit  be  we  to  thee  h<dde 
In  as  moche  as  thoa  saffirest  for  to  goon 
Onr  wordei  throo^  thy  lyme  and  eek 

thy  stoom  (60)  76$ 

Yit  oghte  we  with  thee  ben  wel  apayd.^ 

And  whan  thise  ydel  wordes  weren  sayd. 
The  colde  wal  they  wolden  kisse  of  stoon, 
And  take  hir  leve,  and  forth  they  widden 

goon. 


And  this  was  gladly  in  the  even-tyde  770 
Or  wonder  erly,  lest  men  hit  espyde ; 
And  longe  tyme  they  wroghte  in  this 

manere 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Fhebas  gan  to  olere, 
Aarora  with  the  stremes  of  hir  hete 
Had  dryed  ap  the  dew  of  herbes  wete;  775 
Unto  this  olifte,  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  (71) 
Com  Fynunas,  and  after  com  Tisbe, 
And  plighten  tronthe  ftdly  in  hir  fey 
That  ilke  same  night  to  stele  awey. 
And  to  begyle  hir  wardeins  eveiichoon,  780 
And  forth  oat  of  the  oitee  for  to  goon  ; 
And,  for  the  feldes  been  so  brode  and 

wyde, 
For  to  mete  in  o  place  at  o  tyde, 
They  sette  mark  hir  meting  sholde  be 
Ther  king  Ninas  wad  graven,  ander  a 
tree ;  (80)  785 

For  olde  payetis  that  ydoles  heried 
Useden  tho  in  feldes  to  ben  beried ; 
And  fltfte  by  this  grav^  was  a  welle. 
And,  shortly  of  this  tale  fbr  to  telle, 
Hus    oovetiant   was    affermed   wonder 
'fltfte;  790 

And  longe  hem  thoo^te  that  the  sonne 

laste, 
That  hit  nere  goott  ander  the  see  adoon. 

nils  Tisbe  hath  so  greet  affeccioan 
And  BO  greet  lyking  Piramas  to  see, 
Tbat,  whan  she  seigh  her  tyme  mighte 
b6,  (90)  79s 

At  night  she  stal  awey  ftil  prively 
With  her  £M)e  y-wimpled  sabtilly ; 
For  aUe  her  firendes-^r  to   save  her 

troathe^ 
She  hath  for-sake;  aUast  and  that  is 

roathe 
That  ever  woman  wolde  be  so  trewe   800 
To  trosten  man)  bat  she  the  bet  him 

knewel 
And  to  the  tree  she  goth  a  ftil  good  pas. 
For  love  made  her  eo  hardly  in  this  cas ; 
And  by  the  weUe  adoan  she  gan  her 
dresse.    4*'  >(   ■.  ■      '  804 

AUas  1  than  oomth  a  wilde  leonesse  (100) 
Oat  of  the  wode,  withoaten  more  areste, 
With  Uody  moathe,  of  strangling  of  a 

beste. 
To  drinken  of  the  welle,  ther  as  she  sat ; 
And,  whan  that  Tisbe  had  espyed  that. 
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She  rist  her  np,  with  afol  drexy  herte,  8io 
And  in  a  cave  with  dredfhl  foot  she  sterte, 
For  by  the  mone  she  seigh  hit  wel  with- 

alle.  8i3 

And,  as  she  ran,  her  wimpel  leet  she  falle, 
And  took  noon  heed,  so  sore  she  was 

a-whaped«  (109) 

And  eek  so  glad  of  that  she  was  escaped ; 
And  thns  she  sit^  and  darketh  wonder 

stiQe.  X.'tA-'^KM         816 

Whan  that  this  leonesse  hath  dzonke  her 

fiUe, 
Aboate  the  welle  gan  she  for  to  winde. 
And  right  anoon  the  wimpel  gan  she 

finde. 
And  with  her  blody  mouth  hit  al  to- 

rente.  &» 

Whan  this  was  doon,  no  longer  she  ne 

stente, 
But  to  the  wode  her  wey  than  hath  she 

nome. 
And,  at  the  laste,  this  Firamns  is  come, 
But  al  to  longe,  alias !  at  hoom  was  he. 
The  mone  shoon,  men  mighte  wel  y-see,  835 
And  in  his  weye,  as  that  he  com  ftd 

£ute,  (lai) 

His  eyen  to  the  gronnde  adonn  he  caste, 
And  in  the  sonde,  as  he  beheld  adonn, 
He  seigh  the  steppes  brode  of  a  l^pi. 
And  in  his  herte  he  sodeinly  agroos,'  830 
And  pale   he  wez,  therwith  his   heer 

aroos, 
And  neer  he  00m,  and  fimd  the  wimpel 

torn. 
*Allas!'  qnod  he,  *the  day  that  I  was 

bom! 
This  o  night  wol  ns  lovers  bothe  sloe  1 
How  sholde  I  azen  mercy  of  Tisbe        835 
Whan  I  am  he  that  have  yow  slain,  aUas ! 
Hy  bidding  hath  yow  slain,  as  in  this 

ca&  (132) 

Alias !  to  bidde  a  woman  goon  ^7  niglkte 
In  place  ther  as  peril  foUen  mighte, 
And  I  so  slow !  aUas,  I  ne  hadde  be     840 
Here  in  this  place  a  ftirlong-w^y  or  ye ! 
Now  what  leonn  that  be  in  this  foreste, 
My  body  mote  he  frenden,  or  what  bette 
That  wilde  is,  gnawen  mote  he  now  myn 

herte!' 
And  with  that  worde  he  to  the  wimpel 

sterte,  (140)  845 


And  kiste  hit  ofte,  and  weep  on  hit  ftd 

sore. 
And  seide,  *  wimpel,  alias !  ther  nis  no 

more 
But  then  shalt  fele  as  wel  the  blood 

of  me 
As  thou  hast  felt  the  bleding  of  Tisbe ! ' 
And  with  that  worde  he  smoot  him  to  the 

herte.  850 

The  blood  oat  of  the  woxmde  as  brodo 

sterte 
As  water,  whan  the  oondnit  broken  is. 
Now  Tisbe,  which  that  wiste  nat  of 

this. 
Bat  sitting  in  her  drede,  she  thoghte  thus, 
*  If  hit  so  falle  that  my  Piramus  855 

Be  oomen  hider,  and  may  me  nat  y-ilnde. 
He  may  me  holden  fals  and  eek  onkinde.' 
And  out  she  oomth,  and  after  him  gan 

eepyea  (153) 

Bothe  with  her  herte  and  with  her  yOn, 
And  thoghte,  *  I  wol  him  tellen  of  my 

drede  860 

Bothe  of  the  leonesse  and  al  my  dede.' 
And  at  the  laste  her  loye  than  hath  she 

foonde 
Beting  with  his  heles  on  the  grounde, 
Al  blody,  and  therwith-al  a4Mkk  she  sterte, 
And  lyke  the  wawes  quappe  gan  her 

herte,  (160)865 

And  pale  as  box  she  wez,  and  in  a  throwe 
ATysed  her,  and  gan  him  wel  to  knowe. 
That  hit  was  Piramus,  her  herte  dere. 
Who  coude  wiyte  whiohe  a  deedly  ohere 
Hath  Tisbe  now,  and  how  her  heer  she 

rente,  870 

And  how  she  gan  her-selve  to  turmente, 
And  how  she  lyth  and  swowneth  on  the 

grounde. 
And  how  she  weep  of  teres  tol  his  wounde. 
How  meddeth  she  his  Mood  with  her 

compleynte. 
And  with  his  blood  her^elven  gan  she 

peynte;  (170)875 

HowoUppeth  ahe  the  dede  oors,  alias ! 
How  doth  this  woftd Tisbe  in  this  cas! 
How  kisseth  die  his  fixMty  mouth  so  cold! 
*Who  hath  doon  this,  and  who  hath 

been  so  bold  879 

To  sleen  my  leef  ?  O  spek,  my  Piramus  I 
I  am  thy  Tisbe,  that  thee  oalleth  thus! ' 
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And  tlierwiUi-al  she  lifteth  up  hit  heed. 
Thii  'wotal  man,  that  was  nat  ftiUy 

deed, 
Whan  that  he  herde  the  name  ot  Tishe 

oiyen, 
Onherheoastehisherydeedlyyta    8III5 
And  donn  again,  and  yeldeth  up  the 

Tisbe  list  up,  withoaten  noise  or  host,  \ 
And  seigh  her  wimpei  and  his  empi^ 

shethe, 
And  eek  his  swerd,that  him  hath  doon 

todethe; 
Than  spak  she  thus  t  *  Ky  woM  hand,' 

qnodshe,  890 

*  Is  strong  y-nogh  in  swiohe  a  w«ik  to 

me; 
For  love  ahal  yiTS  me  strengthe  and 

hardinesse 
To  make  my  wonnde  large  y-nogh,  I  gesse. 
I  wol  thee  Mwen  deed,  and  I  wol  he 
Felawe  and  eanse  eek  o^thy  deeth,*  quod 

shew  (190)  «95 

(And  thog^  that  nothing  saTS  the  deeth 

only 
ICighte  thee  fro  me  departe  trewely, 
Thon  Shalt  no  more  departe   now  fro 

me 
Than  fro  tha  deeth,  iost  I  wol  go  with 


*And  now,  ye  wxeoched  jeloas  fiftdres 

oore,  900 

We,  that  weren  whylom  ohildren  yonre, 
We  piayen  yow,  withoaten  more  envjre, 
That  in  o  grave  y-fere  we  moten  lye, 
Sin  love  hath  brought  us  to  this  pitoos 

ende  1  (199) 

And  rightwis  god  to  every  lover  sende,  905 
That  loveth  trewely,  mora  prosperitee 
Than  ever  hadde  Piramus  and  Tisbe  I 
And  lat  no  gentil  woman  her  aaroxe 
To  putten  her  in  swiohe  an  aventore. 
But  god  fbrbede  but  a  woman  can       910 
Been  as  trewe  and  loving  as  a  man ! 
And,  for  my  part,  I  shal  anoon  it  kythe  !* 
And,  with  tiiat  worde,  his  swerd  she  took 

asswythe. 
That  warm  was  o^  her  loves  blood  and 

hoot,  (ao9) 

And  to  the  hcrteshe  hex«4»lvensmoot.  915 

And  thus  ar  Tisbe  and  Pixamos  ago. 
Of  trewe  men  I  flnde  but  ftwe  mo 
In  aUe  my  bokea,  saw  this  Firamus, 
And  therft>r  haw  I  spc^en  of  him  thus. 
For  hit  is  doyntee  to  us  men  to  finde  910 
A  man  that  oan  in  love  be  trewe  and 

kinde. 
Heer  nuiy  ye  seen,  iHiat  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dar  and  oan  as  wel  as  he. 


IIL  THE  LEGEND  OP  DIDO,  QUEEN  OP  CAETHAGE. 


ImelpULtgmduDldtnkmamHt, 

CklTtOffilli$  TCffwM* 

Gloet  and  honour,  Yizgil  ICantuan, 
Be  to  thy  name  1  and  I  shal,  as  I  oan,  935 
Folow  thy  lantern,  as  thou  gost  bif om, 
How  Eneas  to  Dido  was  forsworn. 
In  thyn  EneXd  and  Naso  wol  I  take 
The    tenonr,    and    the    grete    effeetes 

make. 
Whan  Troye  broght  was  to  destmo- 

oionn  930 

By   Grekes    sleighte,   and    namely   by 

Sinoun, 
Feyning  the  hors  y-offl(ed  to  Hinerve, 
Through   which   that  many  a  Troysn 

mostesterve;  (10) 


And  Sotor  had,  after  his  deeth,  appered. 
And   fyr  so  wood,   it  mJfl^te  nat   be 

■*«»d,  935 

In  al  the  noUe  tour  of  Ilioun, 
That  of  the  oitee  was  the  oheef  dnngeonn ; 
And  al  the  oontree  was  so  lowe  y-broght, 
And   Priamns   the   king   fbrdoon    and 

noght; 
And  Sneas  was  ehaiged  by  Venus       940 
To  fleen  awey,  he  took  Asoaniui, 
That  was  his  sone,  in  his  right  hand,  and 

fledde; 
And  on  his  bakke  he  bar  and  with  him 

ledde  (ao) 

His  olde  &der,  oleped  Anchises, 
And  by  the  weye   his  wyf  Oreusa  he 

lees.  945 
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And  mochel  aorwe  hadde  he  in  his  zninde 
£r  that  he  coade  his  felawshippe  finde. 
But)  at  the  laste,  -whan   he   had  hem 

fonnde,  948 

He  made  him  xedy  in  a  certein  stoonde, 
And  to  the  see  fol  faste  he  gan  him  hye, 
And  saileth  forth  with  al  his  companye 
Toward  Itaile,  as  wolde  destinee^ 
Bnt  of  his  aventores  in  the  see  (30) 

Nis  nat  to  pnrpos  for  to  speke  of  here, 
For  hit  acordeth  nat  to  my  matere»      955 
But,  as  I  seide,  of  him  and  of  Dido 
8hal  be  my  tale,  til  that  I  haye  doi 
So  longe  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  Libye  nnnethe  aiyyed  he, 
With  shippes  seven  and  with  no  more 

navye ;  960 

And  glad  was  he  to  londe  fot  to  hye, 
80  was  he  with  the  tempest  al  to-shake. 
And  whan  that  he  ihe  haven  had  y- 

take,  (40) 

He  had  a  knight,  was  called  Achates ;  964 
And  him  of  al  his  felawshippe  he  ckees 
To  goon  with  him,  the  centre  for  tespye ; 
He  took  with  him  no  more  companye. 
But  forth  they  goon,  and  lalte  his  shippes 

lyde, 
Hisfereandhe,with-ontenany  gydCb  969 
So  longe  he  walketh  in  this  wildemesse 
Til,  at  the  laste,  he  mette  an  hnnteresse, 
A  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  hadde  she, 
Her  clothes  catted  were  unto  the  knee ;  (5b) 
Bnt  she  was  yit  the  fairest  isreatnrd 
That  ever  was  y-formed  by  nature ;      975 
And  Eneas  and  Achates  she  grette. 
And  thus  she  to  hem  spak^  whan  she  hem 

mette. 
*Sawe  ye,*  qnod  she,  *  as  ye  han  walked 

wyde, 
Any  of  my  sustren  walke  yow  be^yde, 
With  any  wilde  boor  or  other  beste     980 
That  they  han  hunted  to,  in  this  foreste, 
Y-tukked  up,  with  arwes  in  her  oas  ? '  (59) 

*Kay,  soothly,  lady,'  quod  this  Eneas ; 
*  But,  hy  thy  beaute,  as  hit  thinketh  me. 
Thou  mightest  never  erthely  womman  be, 
But  Phebns  snster  artow,  as  I  gesse.    986 
And,  if  so  be  that  thou  be  a  goddesse, 
Have  mercy  on  our  labour  and  our  wo.' 
*  I  nam  no  goddes,  soothly,'  quod  she 

the; 


*  For  maidens  walken  in  this  contree  here. 
With   arwes   and   with   bowe,   in   this 
manere;  991 

This  is  the  regno  of  Libie,  ther  ye  been, 
Of  which  that  Dido  lady  is  and  queen ' — 
And  diortlytolde  him  al  the  occasioun  (71) 
Why  Dido  com  into  that  regioun ,  995 
Of  which  ad  now  me  Insteth  nat  toryme ; 
Hit  nedeth  nat ;  hit  nere  but  los  of  tyme. 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  it  was  Yenus, 
His  owne  moder,  that  spak  with  him  thus ; 
And  to  Cartage  she  bad  he  sholde  him 
dighte,  1000 

And  vaniAed  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
1  ooude  folwe,  word  for  word,  Virgyle, 
But  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longe  a  whyle.  (80) 
This  noble  queen,  that  doped  was  Dido, 
That  whylom  was  the  wyf  of  Sitheo,  1005 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  brighte  Sonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  begonne ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  greet  honour, 
Thai  she  was  holde  of  alle  queues  flour, 
Of  gentilesse,  of  fireedom,  of  beautee ;  loio 
That  wel  was  him  that  mighte  her  ones 

Of  kinges  and  of  lordes  so  desyred,      (89) 
That  al  the  world  her  beaute  hadde  y- 

fyred; 
She  stood  so  wel  in  every  wightes  grace. 
Whan  Eneas   was   come   un-to   that 

place,  1015 

Unto  the  maister-temple  of  al  the  toun 
Ther  Dido  vas  in  her-  devooioun, 
Ful  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whfm  he  was  in  the  large  temple  come, 
I  can  nat  seyn  if  that  hit  be  possible,  1020 
But  Yenus  hadde  him  maked  invisible — 
Thus  seith  the  book,  with-outen  any  lees. 
And  whan  this  Eneas  and  Achates    (100) 
Hadden  in  this  temple  been  over-al, 
Than  founde  they,  depeynted  on  a  "wal. 
How  Troye  and  al  the  lond  destroyed  was. 
*Allas!  that  I  was  bom,' quod  Eneas,  1027 
*  Through-out  the  world  our  shame  is  kid 

so  wyde. 
Now  it  is  peynted  upon  every  syde ! 
We,  that  weren  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Be  now  disslaundred,  and  in  swioh  degree. 
No  lenger  for  to  liven  I  ne  kepe  I ' 
And,  with  that  worde,  he  brast  out  for  to 

wepe  (no) 
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So   tendrely,    that   xoathB   hit  was 

Bene. 
This  fireashe  hidy,  of  the  oitee  qnone,  1035 
Stood  in  the  temple,  in  her  ectat  rpyal, 
So  rioheljf  and  eek  00  fair  with-al. 
So  yon^,  so  lusty,  -with  her  eyen  glade, 
That,  if  that  god,  that  heven  and  erthe 


Wolde  han  a  lore,  for  beante  and  good- 

noMO,  1040 

And  womanhod,  and  tronthe,  and  leemli- 


Whom  sholde  he  loren  but  this  lady 

swete? 
There  niB  no  woxnman  to  him  half  so 

mete.  (ix>) 

Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govern- 

annoe, 
Hath   sodeinly   hrogfat    in    so  newe  a 

chaunce,  1045 

That  never  was  ther  yit  so  firemd  a  oaa 
For  al  the  companye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the 

see, 
Aiyved  is,  nat  f er  firo  that  oitee ; 
For  which,  the  grettest  of  his  lordes  some 
By  aventore  ben  to  the  oitee  oome,     1051 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  soke 
The  quene,  and  of  het  sooour  her  beseke ; 
Swioh  renoun  was  ther  spronge  of  her 

goodneese.  (131) 

And,  whan  th^  hadden  told  al  hir  dis* 

tresse,  xq55 

And  al  hir  tempest  and  hir  )iarde  eas, 
Unto  the  quene  appered  Bneas, 
And  openly  beknew  that  hit  was  ha. 
Who  hadde  ioye  than  but  his  meynee, 
That  hadden  fbunde  hir  lord,  hir  gover- 

nonr?  xo6o 

The  quene  saw  th^  dida  him  iwid^ 

honour. 
And  had  herd  ofte  of  Eneas,  er  tho. 
And  in  her  herte  she  hadde  routhe  and 

wo  (140) 

That  ever  swioh  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shal  been disheanted  in  swioh  degree;  1065 
And  saw  the  man,  that  he  was  lyk  a 

knight, 
And  suffisaunt  of  persone  and  of  mig^t, 
And  lyk  to  been  a  vezay  gsntil  man ; 
And  wel  his  wordes  he  besette  oan, 


And  had  a  noble  visage  for  the  nones,  1070 
And  foxmed  wel  of  braunes  and  of  bones. 
For,  after  Yenus,  hadde  he  swich  fair- 


That  no  man  might  be  half  ao  fkir,  I 
gesse.  (150) 

And  wel  a  lord  he  semed  for  to  be. 
And,  for  he  was  a  strannger,  somwhat 

she  1075 

Lyked  him  the  bet,  as,  god  do  bote. 
To  som  folk  ofte  newe  thing  is  swote. 
Anoon  her  herte  hath  pitee  of  his  wo, 
And,  with  that  pitee,  love  oom  in  also ; 
And  thus,  for  pitee  and  for  gentUesse,  loSo 
Befiresshed  moste  he  been  of  his  dlstresse. 
She  seide,  certes,  that  she  sozy  was 
That  he  hath  had  swioh  peril  and  swich 

oas ;  (i6(>) 

And,  in  her  fk«»dly  speohe,  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  spak,  and  seide  as  ye  may 

here.  10S5 

*  Be  ye  nat  Yenus  sone  and  Andhises  ? 
In  good  feitli,  al  the  worship  and  encrees 
That  I  may  goodly  doon  yow,  ye  shul 

have. 
Your  shippes  and  your  meynee  shal  I 

pave;» 
And  many  a  gentil  word  she  spak  him  to ; 
And  oomaunded  her  messageres  go     1091 
The  same  day,  irith-onten  any  fiule. 
His  shippes  for  to  seke,  and  hem  vitalle. 
Shemanyabestetotheshi|^>essente,  (171) 
And  wiUi  the  wyn  she  gan  hem  to  pre- 

sente;  1095 

And  to  her  royal  paleys  she  her  spedde, 
And  Eneas  tJtwny  with  her  she  ledde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  feste  to  descryve? 
He  never  beter  at  ese  was  his  lyve. 
Fnl  was  the  faste  of  deynteee  and  rioh- 

esM,  iioo 

Of  instruments,  d  song,  and  of  gladnesse, 

And  many  an  amorous  loking  and  devys. 

This  Eneas  is  come  to  Paradys       (180) 

Out  of  the  swolow  of  helle,  and  thus  in 

joye  X104. 

Bemembreth  him  of  his  estat  in  Troye. 
To  daunoingKshambres  ftil  of  parements, 
Of  riohe  beddes,  and  of  ornaments, 
This  Bneas  is  lad,  after  the  mete. 
And  with  the  quene  whan  that  he  had 

sete, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


374 


Zii  Btc^ttA  of  600%  (PE^omeiu 


And  spyoes  parted,  and  the  ivyn  agoon, 
Untohischambreswaaheladanoon    iiii 
To  take  hia  ese  and  for  to  haye  his  reste, 
With  al  his  folk,  to  doon  what  so  hem 

leste.  (190) 

Ther  nas  oomsere  wel  y-brydled  noon, 
Ne  stede,  for  the  justing  wel  to  goon,  1115 
Ke  lazge  palfrey,  esy  for  the  ncmes, 
Ke  jnwel,  Aretted  fol  of  riohe  stones, 
Ke  sakkes  fol  of  gold,  of  large  wi^te, 
Ke  raby  noon,  that  shynede  1^  ni^te, 
Ke  gentil  hantein  fitooon  heronere,     iiao 
Ke  hoand,  for  hert  or  wilde   boor   or 

dere, 
Ke  conpe  of  gold,  with  florins  newe  y-bete. 
That  in  the  lond  of  libie  may  be  gete. 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  y-sent ;  (x>i) 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  hath  spent. 
Thus  can  this  fnoble  qnene  her  gestes 

oalie,  1126 

As  she  that  can  in  freedom  passen  aUe. 

Eneas  sothly  eek,  with-onten  lees, 
Hath  sent  nn-to  his  shippe,  1^  Achates, 
After  his  sone,  and  after  riche  thinges, 
Both  ceptre,  clothes,  broohes,  and  eek 

ring««»  ii3« 

Som  for  to  were,  and  som  for  to  presente 
To  her,  that  all  thise  noble  thinges  him 

sente ;  (sio) 

And  bad  his  some,  how  that  he  sholde 


The  presenting,  and  to  the  qnene  hit 
take.  1135 

Bepaired  is  this  Achates  again, 
And  Eneas  fdl  blisfol  is  and  fain 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  AsoaniiML 
Bat  natheles,  our  antoor  telleth  ns, 
QniatCapido,thatisthegodoflovo,  1140 
At  preyere  of  his  moder,  hye  above, 
Hadde  the  lyknes  of  the  child  y-take, 
This  noble  qnene  enamoured  to  make  (ajo) 
On  Eneas ;  bat,  as  of  that  soriptare, 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  hit  no  core.    1145 
Bat  sooth  is  this,  the  qoene  hath  mad 

swich  chore 
Un-to  this  child,  that  wonder  is  to  here ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente 
She  thanked  him  All  ofte,  in  good  entente. 

Thas  is  this  qoene  in  plesaonoe  and  in 
Joy«,  "SO 

With  al  this  newe  losty  folk  of  Troye. 


And  of  the  dedes  hath   she  more  en- 

qnered 
Of  Eneas,  and  al  the  story  lered         (s^o) 
Of  Troye;  and  al  the  longe  day  they 

tweye 
Bntendedentospekenandtopleye;    1155 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  breden  swioh  a  fyr. 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swioh  de«yr 
With  Eneas,  her  newe  gest,  to  dele, 
That  she  hath  lost  her  hewe,  and  eek  her 

hele. 
Kowto  th'effect,now  to  the  frait  of  al,  1160 
Why  I  have  told  this  stoiy,  and  tellen 


Thas  I  beginne ;  hit  fll,  npon  a  night. 
When  that  the  mono  np-r^ysed  had  her 

lig^t,  (240) 

This  noble  qaene  on-to  her  reste  wente ; 
She  lyketh  sore,  and  gan  hex^self  tar- 

mente.  1165 

She  waketh,  walweth,  maketh  many  a 

brayd, 
As  doon  thise  loveres,  as  I  have  herd  say  d. 
And  at  the  lasts,  onto  her  saster  Anne 
She  made  her  moon,  and  right  thas  spak 

shethanne. 
*  Kow,  dere  saster  myn,  what  may  hit 

be  1170 

That  me  agastath  in  my  dremef '  qaod 

she. 
*  This  like  Troyan  is  so  in  my  thogfat, 
For  that  me  thinketb   he  is  so  wel 

y-wroght,  {250) 

And  eek  so  lykly  for  to  be  a  man, 
Andtherwithalsomikelgoodheoan,  1175 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyth  in  his  care. 
Have  ye  not  herd  him  telle  hisaventare? 
Kow  certes,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rede  hit  me, 
I  wolde  fieun  to  him  y-wedded  be ;  1179 
This  is  th'e£RBot ;  what  sholde  I  more  seye? 
In  him  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  d«ye.* 
Her  saster  Anne,  as  she  that  coode  her 

good, 
Sflide  as  her  thooghte,  and  somdel  hit 

with-stood.  (s6o) 

Bnt  her-of  was  so  long  a  sermoning, 
Hit  were  to  long  to  make  rehersing;  1195 
Bat  Qrnally,  hit  may  not   been  with- 

stonde; 
Love  wol  loye-^finr  no  wigM  ^vol  hit 

wondfl^ 
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The  dawening  np-xist  oat  of  the  see ; 
This  amoxonsqxiene  chaxgetii  her  m^ynee 
The  nettes  dresse,  and  speres  hrode  and 

kene;  1190 

An  hunting  wol  this  lusty  fresihe  quene ; 
80  priketh  her  this  newe  joly  -wo. 
To  hors  is  al  her  Insiy  folk  y-go ;        (970) 
Un-to  the  court  the  honndesheen  y-lvoght, 
And  np-on  oonrsers,  swift  as  any  thoght, 
HerTongeknighteshorenalaboate,  1196 
And  of  her  wommen  eek  an  huge  zoote. 
Up-on  a  thikke  palfrey,  paper-whyt, 
With  sadel  rede,  enhroaded  with  delyt, 
Of  gold  the  barres  np-enbossed  hye,    laoo 
Sit  Dido,  al  in  gold  and  perre  wrye; 
And  she  is  fkir,  as  is  the  brighte  morwe, 
That  helethseke  folk  of  nightes  sorwe.  (a8o) 

Up-on  a  courser,  startling  as  the  Qrr, 
Hen  mighte  tnme  him  with  a  litel  wyr. 
Sit  Eneas,  lyk  Phebos  to  deryse ;        ijo6 
80  was  he  fresshe  anyed  in  his  wyssw 
The  fbmy  brydel  with  the  hit  of  gold 
Oovemeth  he,  right  as   him-telf  hath 

wold. 
And  forth  this  noUe  qwoB  thus  lat  I 

ryde  is  10 

An  hunting,  with  this  Troyan  1^  her  syde. 

The  herd  of  hertes  ftmnden  is  anoon. 
With  *h^l  go  bet  I  prik  thoa !  latgoon, 

lat  goon !  (990) 

Why  nil  the  leoim  oomen  or  the  here. 
That  I  mighte  ones  mete  him  with  this 

spere?'  ms 

Thus  seyn  thise  yonge  folk,  and  up  they 

kine 
These  f  hertes  wilde,  and  han  hem  at  hir 

wille. 
Awimig  al  this  to-comUen   gaa  the 

heyen, 
The  thnnder  rored  with  a  grisly  Steven ; 
Bonn  com  the  rain,  with  hail  and  sleet 

so  faste,  laso 

With  hevenes  f^r,  that  hit  so  sore  agaste 
This  noUe  qaene,  and  also  her  meynee, 
Thateohof  hemwas  glad  a-w^toflee.  (300) 
And  shortly,  fro  the  tempest  her  to  sare, 
She  fledde  hez^«elf  into  a  litel  cave,    1225 
And  with  her  wente  this  Eneas  al-so ; 
I  noot,  with  hem  if  ther  wente  any  mo ; 
The  antonr  maketh  of  hit  no  menoionn. 
And  heer  began  the  depe  affeocioan 


Betwix  hem  two;   this  was  the  flrste 

morwe  1250 

Of  her  gladnesse,  and  ginning  of  her 

sorwe. 
For  ther  hath  Eneas  y-kneled  so,       (309) 
And  told  her  al  his  herte,  and  al  his  wo, 
And  sworn  so  depe,  to  her  to  be  trewe. 
For  wele  or  wo,   and  chaonge   for  no 
newe,  1235 

And  as  aiUs  lorer  so  wel  can  ployne. 
That  sely  Dido  rewed  on  his  peyne, 
And  took  him  for  husband,  f  to  been  his 

For  erer-mo,  why  1  that  hem  laste  lyC 
And  after  tliis,  whan  that  the  tempest 

stente,  1340 

With  mirth  ont  as  they  comen,  hoom 

th^  wente. 
The  wikked  fkme  np  roos,  and  that 

anon,  (319) 

How  Eneas  hath  with  the  qaene  y-gon 
In-to  the  cave ;  and  domed  as  hem  liste  ; 
And  whan  the  king,  that  Yarbas  hight, 

hit  wiste,  1245 

As  he  that  had  her  loved  ever  his  lyf , 
And  wowed  her,  to  have  her  to  his  vryf, 
Swioh  sorwe  as  hehathmaked,  and  swich 

ohere. 
Hit  is  a  roathe  and  pitee  for  to  here. 
Bat,  as  in  love,  al-day  hit  happeth  BO,  1250 
That  oon  shal  langhen  at  anothers  wo  ,* 
Now  laagheth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joye 
And  more  riohease  than  ever  he  was  in 

Troye.  (330) 

O  sely  womman,  fol  of  innocence,  1254 
Fol  of  pitee,  of  troathe,  and  oonsoienoe, 
What  maked  yow  to  men  to  trnsten  so  ? 
Have  ye  swioh  roothe  upon  hir  feined  wo, 
And   han   swioh   <dde   ensamples    yow 

befbm? 
See  ye  nat  alle,  how  th^  been  ft»r-swom  ? 
Wher  see  ye  oon,  that  he  ne  hath  laft  his 

leef,  ia6o 

Or  been  onkinde,  or  doon  hir  som  mis- 

.   cheef. 
Or  pilled  her,  *or  hosted  of  his  dede  ?  (339) 
Ye  may  as  wel  hit  seen,  as  ye  may  rede ; 
Tak  heed  now  of  this  grete  gentil-man, 
This  Troyan,  that  so  wel  her  plesen  can, 
That  feineth  him  so  trewe  and  obeising, 
So  geatU  and  io  privy  of  his  doing,     1267 
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And  can  so  wel  doon  alle  liis  obeisannces, 
And  -waifcen  her  at  festes  and  at  dannces, 
And  when  she  goth  to  temple  and  hoom 

ageyn,  1270 

And  fasten  til  he  hath  his  lady  seyn, 
And  here  in  his  devyses,  for  her  sake, 
Noot  I  nat  what ;  and  songes  wolde  ho 

make,  (350) 

Jnsten,  and  doon  of  armes  many  thinges, 
Sende  her  lettres,  tokens,  broches,  ringes — 
Now  herkneth,  how  he  shal  hia   lady 

serve !  1276 

Ther-as  he  was  in  peril  for  to  sterve 
For  hanger,  and  for  misoheef  In  ^e 

see, 
And  desolat,  and  fled  from  his  contree. 
And  al  his  folk  with  tempest  altonlriven, 
She  hath  her  body  and  eek  her  reame 

yiven  1289 

In-to  his  hond,  ther-as  she  mighte  have 

been 
Of  other  lond  than  of  Cartage  a  queen, 
And  lived  in  joye  y-nogh ;  what  wolde  ye 

more?  .  (361) 

This  Eneas,  that  hath  so  depe  y-swore. 
Is  wery  of  his  craft  with-in  a  thrown ;  1286 
The  bote  emest  is  al  over-blowe. 
And  prively  he  doth  his  shippes  dighte. 
And  shapeth  him  to  stele  a-wey  by  nighte. 
This  Dido  hath  suspeoionn  of  this,  1290 
And  thoughte  wel,  that  hit  was  al  asmis; 
For  in  his  bedde  he  lyth  a^night  and 

ayketh; 
She  asketh  him  anoon,  what  him  mis- 

lyketh^  (370) 

*  Ky  dere  herte,  which  that  I  love  most  ?' 

*  Certes,'  quod  he,  *  this  night  my  fiidres 

gost  1295 

Hath  in  my  sleep  so  sore  me  tormented, 
And  eek  liercnrlo  his  message  hath  pre* 

sented. 
That  nedes  to  the.oonqneet  of  Itoile 
Hy  destinee  is  sone  for  to  saile ; 
For  which,  me  thinketh,  brosten  is  myn 

herte  I '  1300 

Ther-with  his  false  teres  oat  they  sterte ; 
And  taketh  her  with-in  his  armes  two. 
'  Is  that  in  emest,'  quod  she ;  *  wil  ye 

BO?  (380) 

Have  ye  nat  sworn  to  wyve  me  to  take, 
Alas  I  what  womman  wil  ye  of  me  make? 


I  am  a  gentil-woman  and  a  queen,  1306 
Ye  wlL  nat  fro  your  wyf  thus  foule  fleen  ? 
That  I  was  bom  !  alias !  what  shal  I  do?' 
To  telle  in  short,  this  noble  queen  Dido, 
She  seketh  halwes,  and  doth  sacrifyse ; 
She  kneleth,  orjreth,  that  routhe  is  to 

devyse;  1311 

Ooignreth  him,  and  profireth  him  to  be 
His  thral,  his  servant  in  the  leste  gree ; 
She  feUleth  him  to  fote,  and  swowneth 

there  (391) 

DiBohevele,  with  her  bri^^te  gilte  here. 
And  seith,   *have  meroy!  let  me  with 

yow  ryde  \  1316 

Thise  lordes,  which  that  wonen  me  beaydo 
Wil  me  destroyen  only  for  your  sake. 
And,  so  ye  wil  me  now  to  wyve  take, 
As  ye  han  sworn,  than  wol  I  yive  yow 

leve  1330 

1\>  sleen  me  with  your  swerd  now  sone  at 

eve! 
For  than  yit  shal  J  dyen  as  your  W3^ 
I  am  with  ohUde,  and  yive  my  child  his 

lyf.  (400) 

Meroy,  lord !  have  pite  in  yoax  thoght  I ' 
But  al  tl^  thing  availeth  her  right  noght ; 
For  on  a  night,  slepinge,  he  let  her  lye, 
And  stal  a*wi^  un-to  his  oompanye,   1337 
And,  as  a  traitour,  forth  he  gan  to  saUe 
Toward  the  large  contree  of  Itaile. 
Thus  hath  he  laft  Dido  in  wo  and  pyne ; 
And  wedded  ther  a  lady  hight  Lavyne. 
A  doth  he  lafte,  and  eek  his  swerd 

standing,  (409)  1333 

Whan  he  fVo  Dido  stal  in  her  sloping, 
Bight  at  )ier  beddes  hood,  so  gan  he  hjre 
Whan  that  he  stal  a-wey  to  his  navye ; 
Which  doth,  whan  sely  Dido  gan  awake, 
She  hath  hit  kist  ftd  ofte  for  his  sake; 
And  sdde,   *  0  doth,  whyl  Jupiter  hit 

leste, 
Tak  now  my  soiild,  unbind  me  of  this 

uiuresto!  1339 

I  have  fulflld  of  f<Mrtune  al  the  oours.* 
And  thiis,  alias )  with-outen  his  sooours, 
Twenty  <ymey-6wownod  hath  she  thanne. 
And,  whan  that  she  un-to  her  snster 

Anne  (420) 

Compleyned  had,  of  whidi  I  may  nat 

wiyto—  1344 

So  greet  a  routhe  I  have  hit  for  t'ondyt^— 
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And  bad  her  norioe  and  lier  fOfter  goon 
To  fecohen  fyr  and  other  thing  anoon, 
And  Mide,  that  she  wolde  laexifye. 
And,  whan  ihe  mighte  her  tyme  wel 

eepye, 
Up-on  thefyrofBaorifysriiesterte,    135a 
And  with  hia  swerd  i^e  roof  her  to  the 
herte. 
Bat,  as  myn  aatonr  eeith,  right  thus 
she  seyde ;  (4^) 

Or  she  waf  hurt,  before  that  she  d^e, 
She  WTOot  a  lettre  anoon,  that  thus  be- 
gan t— 
^Bight  io,'qiiod  she,  'asthatthe^Hiyte 
swan  1555 

Ayeina  his  deeth  beginneth  for  to  singe, 
Bight  so  to  yow  make  I  my  oompleymnge. 


Nat  that  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  again, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  it  is  al  in  vain, 
Sin  that  the  goddes  been  oontraire  to  me. 
Bat  sin  my  name  is  lost  throngh  yow,' 

qaod  she,  1361 

*  I  may  wel  lese  a  word  on  yow,  or  letter, 
Al-be-it  that  I  shal  be  never  the  better ; 
¥ot  thilke  wind   that  blew  yonr   ship 

••wey,  (44O 

The  same  wind  hath  blowe  a-wey  your 

fey.*—  1365 

Bat  who  wol  al  this  letter  have  in 

minde, 
Bede  Oride,  and  in  him  he  dud  hit  finde. 

Bac^pUdt  Legmda  Didonii  Marttria^ 
C<uiagi$ti9  regime. 


IV.   THE  LEGEND  OP  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


Itu^pU  Legmda  YttpkiU  et  Medee, 

MarUntm, 
Pabt  L  Thx  LsonrD  or  Htp8iptl.s. 

Thou  rote  of  false  lovers,  dak  Jasoan ! 
Thoa  sly  devoarer  and  oonAisionn 
Of  gentil-wommen,  tender  oreatores,  1370 
Thoa  madest  thy  reclaiming  and  thy 

lores 
To  ladies  of  thy  statly  apparaanoe, 
And  of  thy  wordes,  farced  with  plesaonoe. 
And   of  thy   feyned  troathe   and   thy 

manere, 
With  thyn  obeisaonoe  and  thy  hamUe 

ohere,  (8)  1375 

And  with  thy  ooanterfeted  peyne  and  wa 
Ther  other  fsilsen  oon,  thoa  fklsest  two ! 
0 1  ofte  swore  thoa  that  thoa  woldest  dye 
For  love,  whan  thoa  ne  feltest  maladye 
Save  fool  delyt,  whioh  that  thoa  oallest 

love  1  1380 

If  that  I  live,  thy  name  shal  be  shove 
In  English,  that  thy  sleighte  shal  be 

knowe! 
Have  at  thee,  Jasoan !  now  thyn  horn  is 

blowe! 
Bat  certes,  hit  is  bothe  roathe  and  wo 
That  love  with  fiJse  loveres  werketh  so ; 


For  they  shal  have  wel  better  love  and 
ohere  13S6 

Than  he  that  hath  aboght  his  love  fol 
dere,  (20) 

Or  had  in  armes  many  a  blody  box. 

For  ever  as  tendre  a  capoan  et  the  fox, 

Tho^  he  be  fiUs  and  hath  the  fool  be- 
trayed, 1390 

As  shal  the  good-man  that  ther-for  hath 
payed; 

Al  have  he  to  the  capoan  skille  and 
light, 

The  £ftlse  fox  wol  have  his  pcurt  at  night. 

On  Jasoan  this  ensample  is  wel  y-sene 

By  Isiphile  and  Medea  the  qaene.  1395 
In  Tessalye,  as  Gaido  teUeth  as, 

Ther  was  a  king  that  highte  Pelleos,  (30) 

That  had  a  brother,  vdiioh  that  highte 
Eson; 

And,  whan  for  age  he  mighte  onnethes 

He  yaf  to  PeUens  tiie  governing         1400 
Of  al  his  regno,  and  made  him  lord  and 

king. 
Of  which  Bson  this  Jasoan  geten  was, 
That,  in  his  ^nne,  in  al  that  lond,  ther  nas 
Kat  swich  a  fiunoos  knight  of  gentilesse, 
Of  freedom,  and  of  strengthe  and  losti- 

1405 
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After  his  feuler  deeth,  he  bar  him  go    (39) 
That  ther  n«8  noon  that  liste  been  his  fo, 
Bat  dide  him  al  honour  and  companye ; 
Of  which  this  PeUens  hath  greet  envye. 
Imagining  that  Jasonn  mighte  be       14 10 
Bnhaxmsed  so,  and  pnt  in  swich  degree 
With  love  of  lordes  of  his  regionn, 
That  fix>m  his  regne  he  may  be  pnt  adonn. 
And  in  his  witf  a-night,  compassed  he 
How  Jasonn  mi^te  best  destrc^jred  be  1415 
Withonte  slannder  of  his  oompasment. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  avisement     (50) 
To  senden  him  in-to  som  fer  contree 
Ther  as  this  Jasonn  may  destroyed  be. 
This  was  his  wit ;  al  made  he  to  Jasonn 
Gret  chore  of  love  and  of  affeccionn,  14a  i 
For  drede  lest  his  lordes  hit  espyde. 
80  fil  hit  so,  as  fame  renneth  wyde, 
Ther  was  swich  tyding  over-al  and  swich 

los, 
That  in  an  yle  that  called  was  Ooloos,  1425 
Beyonde  Troye,  estward  in  the  see, 
That  ther-in  was  a  ram,  that  men  mighte 

Bee,  (60) 

That  had  a  flees  of  gold,  that  shoon  so 

brighte. 
That  no-wher  was  ther  gwich  an-oiher 

Bighte;  1429 

Bat  hit  was  kept  alway  with  a  dragoon, 
And  many  othere  merveils,  np  and  donn, 
And  with  two  boles,  maked  al  of  bras. 
That  spitten  fyr^  and  moche  thing  ther 

was. 
Bat  this  was  eek  the  tale,  nathelees, 
That  who4o  wdde  winne  thilke  flees,  1435 
He  moste  bothe,  or  he  hit  winne  mighte, 
With  the  boles  and  the  dragoon  flghte ; 
And  king  Ofites  lord  was  of  that  yle.    (71) 
This  Fellens  bethoghte  opon  this  wyle ; 
That  he  his  nevew  Jasonn  wolde  enhorte 
To  sailen  to  that  lond,  him  to  disporte. 
And  seide,  *  Nevew,  if  hit  mighte  be 
That  swich  a  worship  mighte  fallen  thee. 
That  thoo  this  fiimons  tresor  mightest 

winne,  M44 

And  bringen  hit  my  regionn  with-inne, 
Hit  were  to  me  gret  plesaonoeandhonoar ; 
Than  were  I  holde  to  qoyte  thy  laboor.  (80) 
And  al  the  cost  I  wol  my-selven  make ; 
And  chees  what  folk  that  thoa  wilt  with 

thee  take ;  1449 


Lat  see  now,  darstow  tn^en  this  yiage?' 
Jasonn  was  yong,  and  losty  of  corage, 
And  nnder^took  to  doon  this  ilke  em* 
pryse. 

Anoon  Axgos  his  shippes  gan  devyse ; 
With  Jasonn  wente  the  stronge  Erooles, 
And  many  an-other  that  he  with  him 
chees.  1455 

Bot  who40  azeth  who  is  with  him  gon, 
Lat  him  go  reden  Argonantioon,  (90) 

For  he  wol  telle  a  tale  long  y-now. 
Philotetes  anoon  the  sail  np-drow, 
Whan  that  the  wind  was  good,  and  gan 
him  hye  1460 

Ont  of  his  contree  called  Tessalye. 
So  long  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  the  yle  f  IJemnonn  aiyred  he-^ 
Al  be  this  nat  rehersed  of  Ooido, 
Yet  seith  Ovyde  in  his  Epistles  so^  1465 
And  of  this  yle  lady  was  and  qnene 
The  fftire  yonge  IsiphUee,  the  shene,  (100) 
That  whylom  Thoaa   doghter  was,  the 
king, 

Isiphilee  was  goon  in  her  playing ;  1469 
And,  roming  on  the  olyyes  by  the  see, 
Under  a  banke  (woon  espyed  she 
Wher  that  the  ship  of  Jasonn  gan  aryre. 
Of  her  gOQdnesse  adoon  she  sendeth  blyve 
To  witenyif  that  any  strannge  wight  1474 
With  tempest  thider  were  y-blowe  a-night. 
To  doon  him  soooor ;  9B  was  her  nsaonce 
To  forthren  eyery  wight,  and  doon  pie- 
sannce  (no) 

Of  veray  boontee  and  of  onrtesye. 

niis  messagere  ado^n  him  gan  to  hye. 
And  fond  Jasonn,  cmd  ^^Sronles  also,   1480 
That  in  a  pogge  to  londe  were  y-go 
Hem  to  refressl^en  ftnd  to  take  the  eyr, , 
Tke  morweniog  atempre  was  and  Mr ; 
And  in  his  wey  the  messagere  hem  mette, 
Fol  conningly  thise  lordes  two  he  grette, 
And  dide  his  message,  axing  hem  anoon 
Yif  thoy  were  broken,  or  og^t  wo  begoon, 
Or  hadde  nede  of  lodesmen  or  vitaile ;  (121) 
For  of  soooor  they  shnlde  no-thing  £ule. 
For  hit  was  utterly  the  queues  wille.  1490 

Jasonn  answerde,  mekely  and  stille, 
*  My  lady,'  quod  he,  *  thanke  I  hertely 
Of  hir  goodnesse ;  us  nedeth,  trewely, 
No-thing  as  now,  but  that  we  wexy  be, 
And  come  for  to  pl^ye,  out  of  the  see,  149$ 
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Til  that  the  wind  be  better  in  oar  wtijeJ 

Thisla^yromethbjtheoUf  topleye,  (130) 

With  her  meynee,  oxdelong  the  stronde, 

And  fynt  this  Jasoun  and  this   other 

sionde,  i499 

In  spekinge  of  this  thing,  as  I  yow  tolde. 

This  Ercnles  and  Jasoun  gan  beholds 
How  that  the  qnene  hit  was,  Mid  fedre 

hergrette 
Anon-right  as  th^  with  this  lady  mette ; 
And  she  took  heed,  imd  knew,  by  hir 

manere, 
By  hir  aray,  by  wordes  and  l^  chore,  tgos 
That  hit  were  g«ntil-men,  of  greet  degree. 
And  to  the  castel  with  her  ledeth  the 
Thise  strannge  folk,  and  doth  hem  greet 

honour,  (141) 

And  azeth  hem  of  travail  and  labour 
That  they  han  snAed  in  the  salts  see ;  1510 
So  that,  within  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
Bhe  knew,  by  folk  that  ii\  his  shippes  be, 
That  hit  was  Jasoon,  Ail  of  renomee, 
And  Enmles,  that  had  the  grete  los,  1514 
That  soghten  the  aventores  of  Goloos ; 
And  dide  hem  hononr  more  then  belbre, 
And  with  hem  dele^  «ver  Isnger  the 

more,  (150) 

For  they  ben  worthy  folk,  with-onten  lees. 
And  namely ,  most  she  spak  with  Erooles ; 
To  him  her  herte  bar,  he  shcdde  be     i5x> 
Sad,  wys,  and  trewe,  of  wordes  avises, 
With-onten  any  other  affecciotm 
Of  loye,  or  evil  imaginaoionn. 

ThisErcnleshathsothisJasoimiireysed, 
That  to  the   sonne   he   hath   him   np 

areysed,  1535 

That  half  so  trewe  aman  ther  nas  of  love 
Under  the  cope  of  heren  that  is  above ; 
And  he  was  wys,   hardy,    seoree,   and 

riohe. —  (161) 

Of  thise  three  pointes  ther  nas  noon  him 

liche; 
Of  freedom  passed  he,  and  Instihede,  1530 
Alle  tho  that  liren  or  ben  dede ; 
Ther-to  so  greet  a  gentil-man  was  he, 
And  of  TessaUe  lykly  king  to  be. 
Thor  nas  no  lak,  bnt  that  he  was  agast 
To  lore,  and  for  to  speke  shamefut.    1535 
He  hadde  lever  him*self  to  mordre,  and 

dyo  (169) 

Than  that  men  shnldea  lover  him  espyes — 


*  As  wolde  almighty  god  that  I  had  3nve 
My  blood  and  flesh,  so  that  I  mighte  live, 
With  the  nones  that  he  hadde  o-whcr 
» wyf  1540 

Forhisestat;  for  swich  a  lusty  lyf 
She  shdde  lede  with  this  Insty  knight !' 
And  al  this  was  compassed  on   the 
night 
Betwize  him  Jasonn  and  this  Ercnles. 
Of  thise  two  heer  was  mad  a  shrewed  lees 
To  come  to  hons  npon  an  innocent ;    1546 
For  to  be-dote  this  qoaen.  was  hir  assent. 
And  Jasonn  is  as  coy  as  is  a  maide,    (181) 
He  loketh  pitonsly,  bnt  noght  he  saide, 
But  frely  yaf  he  to  her  conseileres      1550 
YiAes  grete,  and  to  her  offioeres. 
As  wolde  god  I  leiser  hadde,  and  tyme, 
By  prooes  al  his  wowing  for  to  ryme. 
Bnt  in  this  hons  if  any  fkls  lover  be, 
^ight  as  him-self  now  doth,  right  so  dide 

lie,  >55S 

With  feyning  and  with  every  sotU  dede. 

Ye  gete  no  more  of  me,  bat  ye  wil  rede 

Th*original,  that  telleth  al  the  cas.    (191) 

The  somme  is  this,  that  Jasonn  wedded 

was 
Unto  this  qoene,  ^md  took  of  her  sub- 

staonoe  1560 

What-so  him  lists,  nnto  his  porveyannce ; 
And  npon  l^er  beg^  he  children  two, 
And  drew  his  liuli  and  saw  her  never-mo. 

A  lettre  sente  she  to  him  certein. 
Which  were  to  hmg  to  wiyten  and  to 

sein,  1565 

And  him  repraveth  of  his  grete  ontronthe. 
And  preyeth  him  on  her  to  have  som 

rbnthe.  (xx>) 

An4  of  his  children  two,  she  seide  him 

this. 
That  th^  be  lyke,  of  aUe  thing,  y^wis. 
To  Jasonn,  save  they  conde  nat  begyle ; 
And  preyed  god,  or  hit  were  longe  whyle, 
That  she,  that  had  his  herte  y-rafb  her  fro, 
Hosts  finden  him  to  her  nntrewe  al-so. 
And  that  she  moete  bothe  her  children 

spille,  1574 

And  aUe  tho  that  snfBreth  him  his  wUle. 
And  trew  to  Jasonn  was  she  al  her  lyf, 
And  ever  kepte  her  chast,  as  for  his  wyf ; 
Ke  never  had  she  joye  at  her  herte,    (an) 
But  dyed,  for  his  love,  of  sorwes  smorte. 
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Fakt  n.     Tbx  Lbokvd  of  Kxdba. 

To  Coloos  oomen  is  this  dnk  JMOtin, 
That  is  of  love  devoorer  and  dragoon.  1581 
Ab  matere  appetyteth  forme  al-w^. 
And  from  forme  in-to  forme  hit 


may, 
Or  as  a  welle  tliat  were  botomlees, 
Bight  so  oan  feils  Jasoon  have  no  peesi 
For,  to  de^yren,  throngh  his  appetyt,  1586 
To  doon  with  gentil  wommen  his  d^yt, 
This  is  his  lost  and  his  felicitee.         (aai) 

Jasoon  is  romed  forth  to  the  cttee, 
That  whylom  oleped  was  Jaoonitos,    1590 
That  was  the  maister-toon  of  al  Oolcos, 
And  hath  y-told  the  oaose  of  his  coming 
Un-to  Oetes,  of  that  oontre  hing^ 
Fraying   him   that  he  moste  doon  his 

assay  159* 

To  gete  the  flees  of  gold,  if  that  he  may; 
Of  which  the  king  assenteth  to  his  bone. 
And  doth  him  honoor,  as  hit  is  to  done. 
So  ferforth,  that  his  doghter  and  his  eyr, 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wys  and  fiiur 
That  fiurer  saw  ther  never  man.  with  yfi, 
He  made  her  doon  to  Jasoon  companye 
At  mete,  and  sitte  hy  him  in  the  halle. 
Now  was  Jasoon  a  semely  man  with- 

•llo,  (236) 

And  lyk  a  lord,  and  had  a  greet  renoon. 
And  of  his  loke  as  real  as  leoon,         1605 
And  goodly  of  his  speche,  and  £unnler^ 
And  ooode  of  love  al  crafk  and  art  plenere 
With-oote  boke,  with  everich  ohservaonce. 
And,  as  fortone  her  cghte  a  fool  mes* 

chaonce, 
She  wex  enamoored  opon  this  man.   1610 

*  Jasoon,'  qood  she,  *  for  ooght  I  see  or 

can. 
As  of  this  thing  the  which  ye  been  aboote, 
Ye  han  yoor-self  y-pot  in  moche  doote. 
For,  who4o  wol  this  aventore  aoheve. 
He  may  nat  wel  asterten,  as  I  leve,    1615 
With-ooten  deeth,  hot  I  his  helpe  be.  (249) 
Bot  nath^es,  hit  is  my  wille,'  qood  she, 
*To  forthren  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye, 
Bot  tomen,  soond,  ho<mi  to  yoor  Tessalye.' 

*  My  righte  lady,*  qood  this  Jasoon  tho, 
*  That  ye  han  of  my  dethe  or  of  my  wo 
Any  reward,  and  doon  me  this  honoor, 

I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  laboor 


May  nat  deserve  hit  in  my  Ijnres  day ;  1624 
Gk>d  thanke  yow,  ther  I  ne  can  ne  may. 
Yoor  man  am  I,  and  lowly  yoo  beseche, 
To  been  my  help,  with-oote  more  speohe ; 
Bot   oertes,  for   my  deeth   shal  I  nat 

spare.*  (261) 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  declare 
The  peril  of  this  cas,  fro  point  to  point. 
And  of  his  batail,  and  in  what  disjoint 
He  mote  stande,  (ft  which  no  creatore. 
Save  only  she,  ne  mighte  his  lyf  assore. 
And  shortly,  to  the  point  right  for  to  go. 
They  been  accorded  frd,  betwiz  hem  two, 
^Hiat  Jasoon  shal  her  wedde,  as  trewe 

knight ;  1636 

And  term  y-set,  to  oome  sone  at  night  (270) 
Unto  her  ohamfare,  and  make  ther  his 

00th, 
Upon  the  goddes,  that  he,  for  leef  ne 

looth,  1639 

Ne  sholde  her  ne?er  talaeaL,  night  ne  day, 
To  been  her  hosbond,  whyl  he  liven  may, 
As  she  that  frtMn  his  deeth  him  saved 

here. 
And  her-opon,  at  night  thsy  mette  y-fere, 
And  doth  his  ooih,  and  goth  with  her  to 

bedde.  1644 

And  on  the  morwe,  opward  he  him  spedde; 
For  she  hath  taoght  him  how  he  shal 

nat  ikila  (279) 

The  fleea  to  winner  and  Btinten  his  bataile ; 
And  saved  him  his  lyf  and  his  honoor ; 
And  gat  him  greet  name  as  a  oonqoeroor 
Bight  thzoofl^  the  aUight  of  her  en- 

ohantement.  1650 

Now  hath  Jasoon  the  flees,  and  hoom 

is  went 
With  Medea,  and  tresor  ftd  gret  woon. 
Bot  onwist  of  her  £BMler  is  she  goon 
To  Tessaly,  with  dok  Jasoon  her  leef. 
That  afterward  hath  brofl^t  her  to  mes- 

cheet  1655 

For  as  a  traitoor  he  is  from  her  go. 
And  with  her  Islte  his  yonge  children 

two,  (290) 

And  fiklsly  hath  betrayed  her,  alias ! 
And  ever  in  love  a  cheef  traitoor  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yit  the  thridde  wyf  anon,  1660 
That  was  the  doghter  of  the  king  Creon. 
This  is  the  meed  of  loving  and  goerdoon 
That  Medea  reoeived  of  Jasoon 
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Bight  for  her  trooAhe  and  for  her  Unde- 


That  loved  him  better  than  har^ielf,  I 
ge«e,  j66s 

And  hifte  her  £ader  and  her  heritage. 
Andof  JasonnthiflistheTMBalage,  (300) 
That,  in  hie  dayee,  naa  ther  noon  j-fonnde 
So  fklfl  a  loYer  going  on  the  gionnde. 
And    therfor    in   her  leitre    thuB    the 
8^e  1670 

First,  whan  she  of  hia  felfnowo  him  nm- 

breyde, 
*  Why  lyked  me  thy  yelow  heer  to  aee 
Kore  then  the  bonndea  of  myn  honeatee, 


Why  lyked  me  thy  yonthe  and  thy  faar- 


And  of  thy  tonge  the  infinit  gracions- 

»«■•?  1675 

O,  haddest  thou  in  thy  oonqnest  deed 

y-be, 
Fnl  mikel  nntronthe  had  ther  dyed  with 

thee!»  (3,0) 

Wei  oan  0?yde  her  lettre  in  vers  endyte, 

Whioh  were  aa  now  to  long  for  me  to 

wiyte. 

ExplicU  Legenda  TriphOe  et  Mtedee, 
MarUrum, 


V.  THE  LEGEND  OP  LUCEETIA. 


IncipU  Legenda  Luencia  Some^  MartMi, 

Now  moot  I  a^yn  the  exiling  of  kingea 
Of  Bome,  for  hir  horrible  d<^ngea,      1681 
And  of  the  laste  king  TazqniniTis, 
Aa  Baith  Ovyde  and  Titna  livins. 
Bat  for  that  caoie  telle  I  nat  this  itorie, 
Bat  for  to  preiae  and  drawen  to  memoide 
The  yerray  wyf ,  the  yerray  trewe  LooreaM, 
That,  for  her  wyfhood  and  her  atedfiMt- 

neaie,  1687 

Kat  only  that  thiae  payena  her  eomende, 
Bat  he,  that  cleped  ia  in  oar  legande  (10) 
The  grete  Anatin,  haih  greet  eompoe 

aioan  1690 

Of  this  LaoreaM,  that  atarf  at  Bome  toan ; 
And  in  what  wyae,  I  ivol  bat  ehortly  trete, 
And  of  thia  thing  I  toaohe  bat  the  grete. 

Whan  Ardea  beseged  was  aboate 
With  Bomaina,  that  fill  atema  were  and 

atoatot  1695 

Fal  longe  lay  the  aege,  and  litel  wroghte, 
So  that  they  were  half  ydel,  aa  hem 

thoghte;  (18) 

And  in  hia  pley  Tarqoinioa  the  yonge 
Oan  for  to  jape,  for  he  waa  light  of  tonge, 
And  aeyde,  that  *  it  waa  an  ydel  lyf ;  1700 
Ko  man  did  ther  no  more  than  hia  wyf ; 
And  lat  oa  apeke  of  wsrrea,  that  ia  beat ; 
Praiae  every  man  hia  owne,  aa  him  leat, 
And  with  oar  apecha  lat  oa  eae  oar  herte.' 
A  knight,  that  highte  Colatyne,  np 

aterte,  17015 


And  a^yde  thaa,  *  nay,  for  hit  ia  no  nede 
To  trowen  on    the  word,  bat    on    the 

dede. 
I  have  a  wyf,»  <iaod  he,  'that,  aa  I  trowe, 
la  holden  good  of  alle  that  ever   her 

knowe;  (30) 

Go  we  to-night  to  Bome,  and  we  ehal 

■M.*  1 710 

Tarqainioa  anawerde,  *  that  lyketh  me.' 

To  BcHne  be  they  oome,  and  finate  hem 

dighte 
To  Golatynea  hooa,  and  doan  they  lighte, 
Tarqainioa,  and  eek  thia  Oc^^yne. 
The  haabond  knew  the  eatrea  wel  and 

^yj^  1715 

And  prively  into  the  bona  they  goon ; 
Nor  at  the  gate  porter  waa  ther  noon ; 
And  at  the  ohambre-dore  thay  abyde.  (39) 
Thia  noble  wyf  lat  by  her  beddea  ayde 
Diaohevele,  for  no  malice  ahe  ne  thoghte ; 
And  aofte  woUe  oar  book  aeiih  that  she 

wroghte  1721 

To  "kapva  her  fro  iloathe  and  ydelnease ; 
And  bad  her  servants  doon  hir  bosinesse. 
And  aaceth  hem,  *  what  tydings  heren  ye? 
How  seith  men  of  the  sege,  how  shal  hit 

be?  1735 

6k>d  wolda  the  wallea  weren  fklle  adoon ; 
Ifyn  haabond  ia  ao  longe  oat  <tf  this  toan, 
For  which  the  dreed  doth  me  so  sore 

SBierte, 
Bight  aa  a  swerd  hit  stingeth  to  myn 

herte  (50) 
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"Whan  I  think  <m  the  8eg6  or  of  that  place ; 
God  save  my  lord,  I  preye  him  for  his 

graoe  :*—  1731 

And  ther-with-al  Ail  tenderly  she  weep, 
And  of  her  werk  she  took  no  more  keep) 
Bat  mekely  she  leet  her  eyen  falle ; 
And  thilke  semUant  sat  her  wel  -with-allOi. 
And  eek  her  teres,  fal  of  honeetee,      1736 
Embelisdied  her  -wyfly  chastitee ; 
Her  oonntenaonoe  is  to  her  herte  digne, 
For  they  aoordeden  in  dede  and  eigne.  (60) 
And  with  that  word  her  hosbond  Colatyn^ 
Or  she  of  him  was  war,  com  sterting  in. 
And  seide,  *  dreed  thee  noght,  for  I  am 

here ! '  1742 

And  she  anoon  np  roos,  with  bUsfdl  chore, 
And  klste  him,  as  of  wyres  is  the  wone. 
Tarqainins,  this  pronde  kinges  sone, 
Conceived  hath   her   beantee  and   her 

chore,  1746 

Her  yelow  heer,  her  shap,  and  her  manere, 
Her  hew,  her  wordes  that  she  hath  00m- 

pleyned. 
And  hy  no  orafte  her  beantee  nas  nat 

fe]^;  (70) 

And  caoghte  to  this  lady  swich  de^yr. 
That  in  his  herte  brende  as  any  fyr    1751 
So  woodly,  that  his  wit  was  al  forgeten. 
Por  wel,  thoghte  he,  she  sholde  nat  be 

geten; 
And  ay  the  more  that  he  was  in  diqpair, 
The  more  he  ooveteth  and  thoghte  her 

f^.  1755 

His  Uinde  lust  was  al  his  oovetinga 

A-morwe,  whan  the  brid  began  to  singe. 
Unto  the  sege  he  oomih  fal  privily, 
And  by  himself  he  walketh  sobsely,    (80) 
Th*image  of  her  recording  alwey  nawe ; 
<  Thus  lay  her  heer,  and  thus  ficesh  was 

her  hewe ;  1761 

Thns  sat,  thns  qpak,  thns  span ;  this  was 

herchere, 
Thns  iatt  she  was,  and  this  was  her 

manere.* 
Al  this  conceit  his  herte  hath  now  y*take. 
And,  as  the  see,  with  tempest  al  to-shake. 
That,  after  whan  the  storm  is  al  ago,  1766 
Yet  wol  the  water  qnappe  a  day  or  two. 
Bight  so,   tho^   that   her  forme   wer 

absent,  (89) 

The  pleeannce  of  her  forme  was  present ; 


Bat  hathelei,  nat  plesaonoe,  bat  delyt. 
Or  an  oUrightftil  talent  with  despyt ;  1771 

*  For,  mangre  her,  she  sfaal  my  lemman 

be; 
Hap  helpeth  hardy  man  alday,*  qaod  he ; 

*  What  ende  that  I  make,  hit  shal  be  so ;' 
And  girt  him  with  his  swerde,  and  gan 

to  go;  177s 

Ahd  forth  he  rit  til  he  to  Borne  is  come, 
And  al  aloon  his  wey  than  hath  he  nomo 
Unto  the  hoose  of  Colotyn  ftd  right. 
Doan  wad  the  Sonne,  and  day  hath  lost 

his  light ;  (100) 

And  in  he  com  on^^  a  privy  halke,  1780 
Andin  the  night  Ail  theefly  gan  he  stalke. 
Whan  every  night  was  to  his  reste  broght, 
Ke  no  wight  had  of  tresoon  swich  a 

thoght. 
Were  hit  l^  window  or  by  other  gin,  1784. 
With  swerde  y-drawe,  shortly  he  comth  in 
Ther  as  she  lay,  this  noble  wyf  Lacresse. 
And,  as  she  wook,  her  bed  she  felte  presse. 
>What  beste  is  that,'  qood  she,  'that 

wejreth  thns?' 

*  I  am  the  kinges  sone,  Tarqainios,'  (i  10) 
Qood  he,  *bat  and  thoa  oiye,  or  noise 

make,  1790 

Or  if  thoa  any  ereatare  awake, 
By  thilke  god  that  formed  man  on  lyve, 
This  swerd  throngh*>ont  thyn  herte  shal 

Iryve.* 
And  therwwithal  onto  her  thiote  he  sterte. 
And  sette  the  point  al  sharp  i^Kxn  her 

herte.  1799 

No  word  she  qpak,  she  hath  no  might 

What  shal  ihe  sayn?  her  wit  Is  al  aga 
Bight  as  a  wolf  that  f^nt  a  lomb  aloon, 
To  whom  shal  she  compl^yne,  or  make 

moon  ?  (lao) 

Whatl  shal  she  fighte  with  an  hardy 

knight?  1800 

Wel  wot  men  that  a  woman  hath  no 

might. 
What  I  shal  she  ciye,  or  how  shal  she 

asterte 
That  hath  her  by  the  throte,  with  swerde 

at  herte? 
She  azeth  grace,  and  selth  al  thai  she  can. 

*  Ke  wolt  thoa  nat,*  qood  he,  this  crnel 

man,  i8p5 
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*  As  -wiflly  Jupiter  my  soule  save, 
As  I  ahal  in  the  stable  slee  thy  knaye, 
And  leye  him  in  thy  bed,  and  loade  orye, 
That  I  thee  flnde  in  snche  avoateirye ;  (130) 
And  thns  thou  shalt  be  deed,  and  also 
lese  1810 

Thy  name,  for  thou  shalt  non  o«her  ohese.* 
Thise  Bomain  -wyves  loreden  so  hir 


At  thOke  ^yme,  and  dredden  so  the  shame. 
That,  what  far  fere  of  slanndre  and  drede 

ofdeeth,  1814 

She  loste  bothe  at-ones  wit  and  bxeeth, 
And  in  a  swongh  she  lay  and  wez  so 

deed, 
Hen  mighte  smyten  of  her  arm  or  heed ; 
She  feleth  no*ihing^  neither  iSral  nefair. 
Tarq[oiniiis,  that  art  a  hinges  eyr,  (140) 
And  sholdest,  as  by  linage  and  by  right, 
Doon  as  a  lord  and  as  a  veiray  kni^t* 
Why  hastow  doon  diq^  to  chivalzye? 
Why  hastow  doon  this  lady  vilaaye? 
Alias!  oftheethiswasavilainsdedel 

Bat  now  to  pnrpos ;  in  the  story  I  rede, 
Whan  he  was  goon,  al  this  mischannce  is 

£Ule.  i8a6 

This  lady  sente  after  her  ftendes  alle, 
Fader,  moder,  hnsbond,  al  y-fiere ;      (149) 
And  al  discherele,  with  her  heres  olere. 
In  habit  swich  as  women  nsed  tho      i^ 
Unto  the  burying  of  her  frendes  go. 
She  sit  in  halle  with  a  sorweftd  sighte. 
Her  frendes  azen  what  her  aylen  mi^te. 
And  who  was  deed?    And  she  sit  ay 

wepinge, 
A  word  Ibr  shame  ne  may  she  forth  omt- 

bringe,  1835 

Ke  npon  hem  die  dorste  nat  beholde. 
But  atte  lasts  of  Tazqniny  she  hem  tolde. 
This  rewfbl  eas,  and  al  this  tiling  horrible. 
The  wo  to  tellen  hit  were  impossible,  (166) 
That  she  and  aUe  her  frendes  made 

a4one&  1840 

Al  hadde  folkes  hertes  been  of  stones, 
Hit  mai^ite  has?%  maked  ham  npon  her 

rewe, 
Her  hcrte  was  so  wyfly  and  so  trewe. 
She  seide,  that,  for  her  gilt  ne  for  her 


Her  hnsbond  sholde  nat  have  the  fonle 

J845 


That  wolde  she  nat  snffre,  by  no  wey. 
And  they  answerden  aUe,  npon  hir  fey, 
That  they  foiyeve  hit  her,  for  hit  was 

right;  (169) 

Hit  was  no  gUt,  hit  lay  nat  in  her  might  ,* 
And  seiden  her  ensamples  many  oon.  J850 
Bat  al  for  noght;   for  thos  she  seide 

anoon, 
*  Be  as  be  may,*  qaod  she,  *  of  forgiving, 
I  wol  nat  have  no  forgift  for  no-tMng.' 
BotprivelyBheoaaghteforthakxiyf,  1854 
And  therwith-al  she  rafte  herself  her  lyf ; 
And  as  she  fel  adoon,  she  caste  her  look, 
And  of  her  clothes  yit  she  hede  took ; 
For  in  her  falling  yit  she  hadde  care 
Lest  that  her  feet  or  swiche  thing  lay 

bare;  (180) 

So  welshe  loved  dennesse  and  eek  troatiie. 

Of  her  had  al  the  toon  of  Bome  roathe, 

And  Bratas  by  her  ehaste  blode  ha^ 

swore  i86a 

ThatTazqoin  sholde  y-banishtbether-fore, 
And  al  his  kin ;  and  let  the  peple  oalle, 
And  openly  the  tale  he  tolde  hem  alle, 
And  openly  let  carie  her  on  a  here     1866 
Throogh  al  the  toon,  that  men  may  see 

and  here 
The  horrible  deed  of  her  oppreasioon. 
Ne  never  was  ther  king  in  Bome  toan  (190) 
Sin  thilke  day ;  and  she  was  holden  there 
A  seint,  and  ever  her  day  y-halwed  dere 
As  in  hir  lawe :  and  thosendeth  Laoresse, 
The  noble  wyf,  as  Titos  bereth  witneese. 
I  tell  hit,  far  she  was  of  love  so  trewe, 
Ne  in  her  wille  she  channged  for  no  newe. 
And  for  the  stable  herte,  sad  and  kinde, 
That  in  these  women  men  may  alday 

flnde ;  1877 

Ther  as  they  caste  hir  herte,  ther  hit 

dwelleth. 
Eor  wel  I  wot,  that   Crist  f  him^selve 

telleth,  (aoo) 

That  in  Israel,  as  wyd  as  is  the  lond,  1880 
That  so  gret  feith  in  al  the  lond  he  ne 

fond 
Asinawoman;  and  this  is  no  lye. 
And  as  of  men,  loketh  which  tirannye 
They  doon  alday ;  asMyhemwhosoUste, 
The  trewest  is  ftd  brotel  for  to  triste.  1885 
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VI.  THE  LEGEND  OF  AEIADNK 


IncipU  Legenda  Adrians  de  Athenei, 

Juoa  infernal,  Hinos,  of  Crete  king, 
Now  oometh  thy  lot,  now  comestow  on 

the  ring; 
Nat  for  thy  sake  only  wryte  I  this  storie, 
Bat  for  to  clepe  agein  nnto  memorie  1889 
Of  llieeeuB  the  grete  nntnmthe  of  love ; 
For  which  the  goddee  of  the  heven  abore 
Ben  wrothe,  and  wreche  h«A  take  for  thy 

nnne. 
Be  reed  for  shame  I  now  I  thy  lyf  beginne. 
Minos,  that  was  the  mighty  king  of 

Crete, 
That  hadde  an  hundred  oitees  stronge 

and  grete,  (10)  1895 

To  soole  hath  sent  his  sone  Androgens, 
To  Athenes ;   of  the  whiohe  hit  happed 

thns. 
That  he  was  slayn,  leming  philosophye, 
Bight  in  that  citee,  nat  but  for  envye. 

The  grete  Minos,  of  the  whiohe  I  speke. 
His  sones  deeth  is  oomen  for  to  wreke ; 
Aloathoe  he  bisegeth  harde  and  longe. 
Bat  natheles  the  walles  be  so  stronge. 
And  Kisos,  that  was  king  of  that  citee, 
So  chivalroos,  that  litel  dredeth  he ;  1905 
Of  Minos  or  his  ost  took  he  no  core,    (21) 
Til  on  a  day  befel  an  aventore. 
That  Kisos  doghter  stood  upon  the  wal. 
And  of  the  sege  saw  the  manor  aL      1909 
So  happed  hit,  Uiat,  at  a  soarmishing, 
She  caste  her  herte  upon  Minos  the  king. 
For  his  beaatee  and  for  his  chivaliye, 
So  sore,  that  she  wende  for  to  dye. 
And,  shortly  of  this  pioces  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Minos  winnen  thilke  place,  1915 
So  that  the  citee  was  al  at  his  wille,    (31) 
To  saven  whom  him  list,  or  eUes  spiUe ; 
Bat  wikkedly  he  qoitte  her  kindenesse. 
And  let  her  drenohe  in  sorowe  and  dis- 

tresse,  1919 

Nere  that  the  goddes  hadde  of  her  pite ; 
But  that  tale  were  to  long  as  now  for  me. 

Athenes  wan  this  king  Minos  alsO| 
And  Alcathoe  and  other  tonnes  mo ; 


And  this  th*effeot,  that  Minos  hath  so 

driven 
Hem  of  Athenes,  that  they  mote  him 

yiven  (40)  1925 

Fro  yere  to  ytm  her  owne  children  dere 
For  to  be  slayn,  as  ye  shnl  after  here. 
This  Minos  hath  a  monstre,  a  wlkked 

beste. 
That  was  so  oroel  that,  withoat  areste. 
Whan  that  a  man  'Was  broght  in  his 

presence,  1930 

He  wolde  him  ete,  ther  helpeth  no  de- 
fiance. 
And  every  thridde  jreer,  with-oaten  doate, 
Th^  casten  lot,  ajoid,  as  hit  com  abonte 
On  riche,  on  pore,  he  moste  his  sone 

take,  (49)  1934 

And  of  his  child  he  moste  present  make 
Unto  Minos,  to  save  him  or  to  spille, 
Or  lete  his  beste  devonre   him  at  his 

wille. 
And  this  hath  Minos  don,  right  in  despjrt ; 
To  wreke  his  sone  was  set  al  his  deljrt, 
And  maken  hem  of  Athenes  his  thral  1940 
Fro  yere  to  yere,  whyl  that  he  liven  shal; 
And  hoom  he  saileth  whan  this  toon  is 

wonne. 
This  wikked  cnstom  is  so  longe  y-ronne 
TU  that  of  Athenes  king  Egens 
Mot  sonde  his  owne  sone,  Theseos,     1945 
Sith  that  the  lot  is  fiBdlen  him  npon,    (61) 
To  be  devoored,  for  grace  is  ther  non. 
And  forth  is  lad  this  wofol  yonge  knight 
Unto  the  coart  of  king  Minos  tal  right, 
And  in  a  prison,  fetered,  oast  is  he     1950 
Til  thilke  tyme  he  sholde  y-fireten  be. 

Wei  majvtow  wepe,  O  woftal  Thesens, 
That  art  a  kinges  sone,  and  dampned 

thns. 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thou  ware  dope 

y-holde  1954 

To  whom  that  saved  thee  firo  cares ooldel 
And  now,  if  any  woman  helpe  thee,    (71) 
Wei  oaghtestow  her  servant  for  to  be. 
And  been  her  trewe  lover  yeer  by  yen  t 
Bat  now  to  come  ageyn  to  mj  matere. 
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The  tonr,  ther  as  this  Theseus  is  throwe 

Doon  in  the  botom  derke  and  wonder 

lowe,  1961 

Was  joyning  in  the  walle  to  a  foreyne ; 

And  hit  was  longing  to  the  doghtren 

tweyne 
Of  king  Minos,  that  in  hir  ohambres  grete 
Dwelten    above,    toward    the    maister- 
strete,  (80)  19^ 

In  mochel  mirthe,  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Not  I  nat  how,  hit  happed  ther,  per  cas. 
As  Thesens  compleyned  him  by  nighte, 
The  kinges  doghter,  Adrian  that  highte, 
Andeek  her  snster  Phedra,  herden  al  1970 
His  compleyning,  as  they  stode  on  the  wal 
And  lokeden  npon  the  brighte  mone ; 
Hem  leste  nat  to  go  to  bedde  sone. 
And  of  his  wo  they  had  oompassioon ; 
A  kinges  sone  to  ben  in  swich  priaonn 
And  be  deyoored,  thonghte  hem   gret 
pitee.  (91)  1976 

Than  Adrian  spak  to  her  soster  firee, 
And  seyde,  *  Fhedra,  leve  snster  dere, 
This  woM  lordes  sone  may  ye  nat  hare, 
How  pitoQsly  compleyneth  he  his  kin, 
And  eek  hispore  estat  that  he  is  in,    1981 
And  gilteless  ?  now  certes,  hit  is  roathe ! 
And  if  ye  wol  assenten,  by  my  tronthe, 
He  shal  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do  !* 
Fhedra  answerde,  *  y*wis,  me  is  as  wo 
For  him  as  ever  I  was  for  any  man ;  1986 
And,  to  his  help,  the  beste  reed  I  can  (103) 
Is  that  we  doon  the  gaylar  prively 
To  oome,  and  speke  with  na  hastily, 
And  doon  this  wofhl  man  with  him  to 
oome.  1990 

For  if  he  may  this  monstre  overoome. 
Than  were  he  quit ;  ther  is  noon  other 

bote. 
Lat  ns  wel  taste  him  at  his  herte-rote, 
That,  if  so  be  that  he  a  wepen  have, 
Wher  that  he  dar,  his  lyf  to  kepe  and 
save,  (no)  1995 

Flghten  with  this  fend,  and  him  defende. 
For,  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  desoende. 
Ye  wite  wel,  that  the  beste  is  in  a  place 
That  nis  nat  derk,  and  hath  room  eek 

and  space 
To  welde  an  az  or  swerd  or  staf  or  knyf, 
So  that,  me  thinketh,  he  sholde  save  his 
lyf;  aooi 


If  that  he  be  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 
And  we  shnl  make  him  bailee  eek  also 
Of  weze  and  towe,  that,  whan  he  gapeth 
faste,  floo4 

Into  the  beetes  throte  he  shal  hem  caste 
To  slake  his  hunger  and  encombre  his 

teeth ;  (121) 

Andxight  anon,  whan  that  Ihesens  seeth 
The  beste  achoked,  he  shal  on  him  lepe 
To  sleen  him,  or  they  comen  more  to-hepe. 
This  wepen  shal  the  gayler,  or  that  tyde, 
Fnl  privily  within  the  prison  hyde ;  2011 
And,  for  Uie  hons  is  crinkled  to  and  fro, 
And  hath  so  queinte  weyes  for  to  go— 
For  hit  is  shapen  as  the  mase  is  wroght-« 
Therto  have  I  a  remedie  in  my  thoght, 
That,  by  a  olewe  of  twyne,  as  he  hath 

goon,  (131)  aoi6 

The  same  wey  he  may  retnme  aaoon, 
Folwing  alwey  the  threed,  as  he  hath 

oome. 
And,  whan  that  he  this  beste  hath  over- 
come, 
Then  may  he  fleen  awsy  oat  of  this  drede. 
And  eek  the  gayler  may  he  with  him 

lede,  2021 

And  him  avannoe  at  hoom  in  his  c<mtree, 
Sin  that  so  greet  a  lordes  sone  is  he. 
This  is  my  reed,  if  that  he  dar  hit  take.' 
What  sholde  I  longer  sennoon  of  hit 

make?  aoas 

The  gayler  cometh,  and  with  him  Thesens. 
And  whan  thise  thinges  been  acorded 

thus,  (14J) 

Adonn  sit  Thesexui  npon  his  knee : — 

*  The  righte  lady  of  my  lyf,*  qnod  he, 

*  I,  sorweftil  man,  y-dampned  to  the  deeth, 
Fro  yow,  whyl  that  me  lasteth  lyf  or 

breeth,  2031 

I  wol  nat  twinne,  after  this  aventnre, 
Bnt  in  yonr  servise  thus  I  wol  endure, 
That,  as  a  wrecche  nnknowe,  I  wol  yow 

serve  2034 

For  ever-mo,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  hoom  myn  heritage,  (151) 
And,  as  I  seide,  ben  of  your  court  a  page, 
If  that  ye  vouche-sauf  that,  in  this  place, 
Te  graunte  me  to  han  so  gret  a  grace 
That  I  may  han  nat  but  my  mete  and 

drinke ;  2040 

And  for  my  sustenance  srit  wol  I  swinke, 
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Right  AB  yow  list,   that    Minos  ne    no 

bright — 
Sin  that  he  saw  me  never  with  eyen 

sight — 
Ke  no  man  elles,  shal  me  oonne  espye ; 
So  slyly  and  so  wel  I  shal  me  gye,      2045 
And  me  so  wel  disftgnre  and  so  lowe,  (161) 
That  in  this  world  ther  shal  no  man  me 

knowe, 
To  han  my  lyf,  and  for  to  han  presence 
Of  yow,  that  doon  to  me  this  excellence. 
And  to  my  fader  shal  I  senden  here  2050 
This  worthy  man,  that  is  now  your  gay- 

lere, 
And,  him  to  guerdon,  that  he  shal  wel  be 
Oon  of  the  grettest  men  of  my  contree. 
And  yif  I  dorste  seyn,  my  lady  bright, 
I  am  a  kinges  sone,  and  eek  a  knight ; 
ABwoldegod,yif  thathitmightebe  (171) 
Ye  weren  in  my  eontree,  alle  three, 
And  I  with  yow,  to  here  yow  companye, 
Than  shulde  ye  seen  yif  that  I  ther-of  lye ! 
And,  if  I  proAre  yow  in  low  manere   ao6o 
To  ben  your  page  and  serven  yow  right 

here, 
Bat  I  yow  serve  as  lowly  in  that  place, 
I  prey  to  Mars  to  yive  me  swiche  a  grace 
That  shames  deeth  on  me   ther   mote 

falle. 
And  deeth  and  povert   to  my  frendes 

alle;  9065 

And  that  my  spirit  by  nighte  mote  go  (181) 
After  my  deeth,  and  walke  to  and  fro ; 
That  I  mote  of  a  traitoor  have  a  name. 
For  which  my  spirit  go,  to  do  me  shame ! 
And  yif  I  ever  daime  other  degree,    ao;ro 
Bat-if  ye  voache-saof  to  yive  hit  me. 
As  I  have  seid,  of  shames  deeth  I  doye ! 
And  mercy,  lady !  I  can  nat  elles  seye !' 

A  seemly  knight  was  Theseus  to  see, 
And  yong,  but  of  a  twenty  yeer  and 

three;  ao/s 

Bat  who-so  hadde  y-seyn  his  coonten- 

aonce,  (191) 

H©  wolde  have  wept,  for  roathe  of  his 

penatmce; 
For  which  this  Adrians  in  this  manere 
Answerde  to  his  profre  and  to  his  chere. 
*A  kinges  sone,  and  eek  a  knight,* 

qnod  she,  3080 

*  To  been  my  servant  in  so  low  degree, 


Gk>d  shilde  hit,  for  the  shame  of  women 

alle  I 
And  leve  me  never  swich  a  cas  befalle  ! 
Bat  sende  yow  grace  and   sleighte    of 

hertealso, 
Yow  to  defende  and  knightly  sleen  yoor 

fo,  2085 

And  leve  herafter  that  I  may  yow  finde 
To  me  and  to  my  soster  here  so  kinde, 
Thatlrepentenattogiveyowlyf !   (20^ 
Yit  were  hit  better  that  I  were  yonr 

wyf, 
Sin  that  ye  been  as  gentil  bom  as  I,  2090 
And  have  a  rteome,  nat  bat  faste  by, 
Then  that  I  sofhred  giltles  yow  to  sterve, 
Or  that  I  let  yow  as  a  page  serve ; 
Hit  is  not  profit,  as  onto  yoor  kinrede ; 
Bat  what  iM  that  that  man  nil  do  for 

drede?  9095 

And  to  my  soster,  sin  that  hit  is  so  (311) 
That  she  mot  goon  with  me,  if  that  I  go, 
Or  elles  tattre  deeth  as  wel  as  I, 
That  ye  onto  yoor  sone  as  trewely  3099 
Doon  her  be  wedded  at  yoor  hoom-ooming. 
This  is  the  fynal  ends  of  al  this  thing ; 
Ye  Bwere  hit  heer,  on  al  that  may  be 


*  Ye,  lady  myn,*  qaod  he,  *  or  elles  torn 
Kote  I  be  with  the  Minotaar  to-morwe ! 
And  haveth   her-of  my  herte-blood   to 
borwe,  (aao)  2105 

Yif  that  ye  wile;  if  I  had  knyf  or  spare, 
I  wolde  hit  leten  oat,  and  ther-on  swere, 
For  than  at  erst  I  wot  ye  wil  me  leve. 
By  Mars,  that  is  the  cheef  of  my  bileve, 
80  that  I  mighte  liven  and  nat  faile  aiio 
To-morwe  for  Vacheve  my  bataile, 
I  nolde  never  fro  this  place  flee, 
Til  that  3^0  shold  the  verray  preve  see. 
For  now,  if  that  the  sooth  I  shal  yow  say, 
I  have  y-loved  yow  fril  many  a  day,    21 15 
Thogh  ye  ne  wiste  hit  nat,  in  my  contree. 
And  aldermost  desyred  yow  to  see      (232) 
Of  any  erthly  living  creatore  ;  2118 

Upon  my  tronthe  I  swere,  andyowassare, 
Thise  seven  yeer  I  have  year  servant  be ; 
Now  have  I  yow,  and  also  have  ye  me, 
My  dere  herte,  of  Athenes  daohesse !' 

This  lady  smyleth  at  his  stedfastnesse. 
And  at  his  hertly  wordes,  and  his  chere, 
And  to  her  soster  seide  in  this  manere. 
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Al  softely,  *  now,  gutter  myn,'  quod  ihe, 
*  Now  bo  we  dnoheesee,  bothe  I  and  ye, 
And  sikered  to  the  legals  of  Athenes,  (343) 
And  bothe  her-after  lykly  to  be  qnenes, 
And  aaved  fro  his  deeth  a  kioges  sone, 
As  ever  of  gentil  women  is  the  wone  2131 
To  save  a  gentil  man,  emforth  hir  might, 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  right. 
Me  thinketh  no  wight  og^te  her-of  ns 

blame, 
Ne  beren  ns  ther-for  an  evel  name.'  1135 
And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  make. 
This  Thesens  of  her  hath  leve  y-take,  (252) 
And  every  point  fperformed  was  in  dede 
As  ye  have  in  this  covenant  herd  me  rede. 
His  wepen,  his  dew,  his  thing  that  I  have 

said,  2140 

Was  by  the  gayler  in  the  hons  y-laid 
Ther  as  this  Hinotanr  hath  his  dwelling. 
Right  faste  by  the  dore,  at  his  entring. 
And  Thesens  is  lad  onto  his  deeth,     3144 
And  forth  on-to  this  Minotaur  he  geeth. 
And  by  the  teching  of  this  Adriane  (a6i) 
He  overcom  this  beste,  and  was  his  bane ; 
And  out  he  oometh  by  the  olewe  again 
Fal  prevely,  whan  he  this  beste  hath 

slain ;  2149 

And  by  the  gayler  geten  hath  a  barge, 
And  of  his  wyves  tresor  gan  hit  ohaige, 
And  took  his  wyf,  and  eek  her  snster  £k«e, 
And  eek  the  gayler,  and  with  hem  alle 

three 
Is  stole  awey  out  of  the  lond  by  nighte, 
And   to   the   centre   of  Bnnopye   him 

dighte  a  155 

Ther  as  he  had  a  frend  of  his  knowinge. 
Ther  festen  they,  ther  danncen  they  and 

singe;  (aya) 

And  in  his  armes  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beste  hath  kept  him  from  his 

bane ;  2159 

And  gat  him  ther  a  newe  barge  anoon, 
And  of  his  oontree-folk  a  fol  gret  woon, 
And  taketh  his  leve,  and  hoomward  sail- 

ethhe. 
And  in  an  yle,  amid  the  wUde  see, 
Ther  as  ther  dwelte  oreatnre  noon 
Save  wilde  bestes,  and  that  ftil  many 

oon,  ai6s 

He  made  his  ship  a-hmde  for  to  sette ; 
And  in  that  yle  half  a  day  he  lette,   (aSa) 


And  seide,  that  on  the  lond  he  moste  him 

reste. 
His  mariners  han  doon  right    as  him 

leste; 
And,  for  to  tellen  shortly  in  this  cas,  2170 
Whan  Adriane  his  wyf  a-slepe  was, 
For  that  her  snster  fairer  was  than  she, 
He  taketh  her  in  his  bond,  and  forth 

gothhe 
To  shippe,  and  as  a  traitoor  stal  his  way 
Whyl  that  this  Adriane  a-«lepe  li^,    2 175 
And   to    his    oontree-ward    he   saileth 

bljrve—  (391) 

A   twenty   devil   way    the    wind    him 

dryve! — 
And  fond  his  ikder  drenched  in  the  see. 

Me  list  no  more  to  speke  of  him,  parde; 
Thise  £Use  lovers,  poison  be  hir  bane ! 
Bat  I  wol  tome  again  to  Adriane      ai8i 
That  is  with  slope  for  werinoese  atake. 
Fol  sorweftilly  her  herte  may  awake. 
Alias!   for   thee   my  herte    hath  now 

pitel 
Bight  in  the  dawening  awaketh  she,  2185 
And  gropeth  in  the  bedde,  and  fond  right 

noght,  (30O 

*  Alias!*   quod   she,   *that  ever   I   was 

wroght! 
I  am  betrayed !'  and  her  heer  to-rento, 
And  to  the  stronde   bar-fot  faste   she 

wente, 
And  cryed,  *  Thesens !  myn  herte  swote ! 
Wher  be  ye,  that  I  may  nat  with  yow 

mete,  2 191 

And  mighte  thns  with  bestes  been  y- 

slain?* 
Hie  holwe  rokkes  answerde  her  again ; 
No  man  she  saw,  and  yit  shynod  the 

m<mo,  ai94 

And  hye  npon  a  rokko  she  wente  sono, 
And  saw  his  barge  sailing  in  the  see.  (311) 
Oold  wez  her  herte,  and  right  thns  8eid« 

she. 
'  Meker  than  ye  Undo  I  the  bestes  wilde ! ' 
Hadde  he  nat  sinne,  that  her  thns  be- 

gylde? 
She  oryed,  *  O  tome  again,  for  ronthe  and 

sinne  I  aaoo 

Thy  baige  hath  nat  al  his  meiny  inne !  * 
Her  kerohef  on  a  pole  np  stikked  she, 
Aseannoe  that  he  sholde  hit  wel  y-see, 


O  2 
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And  him  remembre  that  she  was  behinde, 

And  tome  again,  and  on  the  stronde  her  j 
finde;  {320)2205 

But  al  for  noght ;  his  wey  he  is  y-goon. 

And  doon  she  fil  aneni^own  npon  a  stoon ; 

And  np  she  rist,  and  kiste,  in  al  her  care, 

The  steppes  of  his  feet,  ther  he  hath  fare, 

And  to  her  bedde  right  thns  she  speketh 
tho : —  2210 

*  Thou  bed,*  qnod  she,  *  that  hast  reoeyvod 
two, 

Thou  Shalt  answers  of  two,  and  nat  of 
oon! 

Wher  is  thy  gretter  part  away  y-goon  ? 

Alias !  wher  shal  I,  wrecched  wight,  be- 
come! 

For,  thogh  so  be  that  ship  or  boot  heer 
oome,  2215 


Hoom    to    my  contree   dar  I  nat   for 

drede ;  (33O 

I  can  my-eelyen  in  this  cas  nat  rede  !* 
What  shal  I  telle  more  her  complein- 

ing? 
Hit  is  so  long,  hit  were  an  hevy  thing. 
In  her  epistle  Naso  telleth  al ;  2220 

Bat  shortly  to  the  ende  I  telle  shal. 
The  goddes  have  her  holpen,  for  pitee ; 
And,  in  the  signe  of  Tanms,  men  may 

see 
The  stones  of  her  ooroon  abyuB  dere. — 
I  wol  no  more  speke  of  this  matere ; 
But  thns  this  £GLise  lover  can  begyle   2226 
His  trewe  love.    The  devil  fhim  quyte 

his  whyle  t  (342) 

ExplicU  Legenda  Adriane  de  A(hene$, 


YTL  THE  LEGEND  OP  PHILOMELA. 


IneipU  Legenda  PhiUmene, 

Deui  daJUyr  formarurtu 

Thou   yiver  of  the   formes,   that   hast 

wroght 
The  fBtire  world,  and  bare  hit  in  thy 

thoght 
Eternally,  or  thou  thy  werk  began,     2330 
Why  madest  thou,  unto  the  slaundre  of 

man. 
Or — al  be  that  hit  was  not  thy  doing, 
As    for    that   fyn   to  make   swiohe   a 

things- 
Why  suf&est  thou  that  Tereus  was  bore. 
That  is  in  love  so  fSals  and  so  forswore. 
That,  fro   this  world  up  to  the  firste 

hevene,  3^36 

Corrumpeth,  whan  that  folk  his  name 

nevene  ?  (ic^ 

And,  as  to  me,  so  grisly  was  his  dede. 
That,  whan  that  I  his  fonle  stoxy  rede, 
Myn  eyen  wexen  foule  and  sore  also ;  2240 
Yit  last  the  venim  of  so  longe  ago. 
That  hit  enfecteth  him  that  wol  beholde 
The  stoiy  of  Tereus,  of  which  I  tolde. 

Of  Trace  was  he  lord,  and  kin  to  Harte, 

The  cruel  god  that  stant   with   blody 

darte;  224s 


And  wedded  had  he,  with  a  blisftil  ohere. 
King  Ftmdiones  ftdre  doghter  dere,  {20) 
That  highte  Progne,  flour  of  her  contree, 
Thogh  Juno  list  nat  at  the  feste  be, 
Ne  Ymeneus,  that  god  of  wedding  is ; 
But  at  the  feste  redy  been,  y-wis,  3351 
The  ftiries  three,  with  alle  hir  mortel 

brond. 
The  owle  al  night  aboute  the  balkes  wond. 
That  prophet  is  of  wo  and  of  mischaunoe. 
This  revel,  ftil  of  songe  and  tal  of  daunce, 
Lasteth  a  fonrtenight,  or  litel  lasse.   2256 
But,  shortly  of  this  story  for  to  passe,  (30) 
For  I  am  wery  of  him  for  to  telle, 
Five  yeer  his  wyf  and  he  togeder  dwelle. 
Til  on  a  day  she  gan  so  sore  longe      2260 
To  seen  her  suster,  that  she  saw  nat  longe, 
That  for  desyt  she  niste  what  to  seye. 
But  to  her  husband  gan  she  for  to  preye, 
For  goddes  love,  that  she  moste   ones 

goon  2264 

Her  suster  for  to  seen,  and  oome  anoon, 
Or  ellea,  but  she  moete  to  her  wende. 
She  preyde  him,  that  he  wolde  after  her 

sonde ;  (40) 

And  this  was,  day  l^  day,  al  her  prayere 
With  al  hnmblesse  of  wyfhood,  word,  and 

ohere.  2269 
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This  Tereus  let  make  his  shippes  jare, 
And  into  Grece  him-self  is  forth  j-fare 
Unto  his  fJader  in  lawe,  and  gan  him 

■preye 
To  vonohe-sauf  that,  for  a  month   or 

twey©, 
That  Philomene,  his  wyyea  soster,  mighte 
On   Progne  his  vryf  hut  ones   have   a 

sighte —  aa75 

*  And  she  shal  come  to  yow  again  anoon. 
Myself  with  her  wol  bothe   oome  and 

goon,  (50) 

And  as  myn  hertes  lyf  I  wol  her  kepe.* 
This  olde   Pandion,    this    king,    gan 

wepe 
Por  tendemesse  of  herte,  for  to  leye  aaBo 
His  doghter  goon,  and  for  to  yive  her 

leve; 
Of  al  this  world  he  lovede  no-thing  so ; 
But  at  the  laste  leve  hath  she  to  go. 
For  PhUomene,  with  salte  teres  eke, 
Oan  of  her  fader  grace  to  beseke        2285 
To  seen  her  suster,  that  her  longeth  so  ; 
And  him  embracoth  with  her  armes  two. 
And  therwith-al  so  yong  and  £ur  was  she 
That,  whan  that  Terfins  saw  her  beantee. 
And  of  array  that  ther  was  noon  her 

liche,  (63)  2290 

And  3rit  of  boontee  was  she  two  so  riche. 
He  caste  his  fyry  herte  upon  her  so 
That  he  wol  have  her,  how  so  that  hit  go. 
And  with  his  wyles  kneled  and  so  preyde, 
Til  at  the  laste  Pandion  thus  seyde : — 
*Kow,  sone,'  quod  he,  *  that  art  to  me 

sodere,  2296 

I  thee  betake  my  yonge  dorter  here,  (70) 
That  bereth  the  key  of  al  my  hertes  lyf. 
And  grete  wel  my  doghter  and  thy  wyf^ 
And  yive  her  leve  somtymo  for  to  pleye, 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  er  I  deye.' 
And  soothly,  he  hath  mad  him  rioho 

feste,  3$oa 

And  to  his  folk,  the  moste  and  eek  the 

leste, 
That  with  him  com;  and  yaf  him  yiftes 

grete, 
And  him  conveyeth  throtigh  the  maister- 

strete  3305 

Of  Athenes,  and  to  the  see  him  broghte. 
And  tometh  hoom;   no  malice  he   ne 

thoghte.  (80) 


The  ores  pnUeth  forth  the  vessel  faste, 
And  into  Trace  arriveth  at  the  laste. 
And  up  into  a  forest  he  her  ledde,      33 10 
And  to  a  cave  privily  him  spedde  ; 
And,  in  this  derke  cave,  yif  her  leste. 
Or  leste  noght,  he  bad  her  for  to  reste ; 
Of  whiche  her  herte  agroos,  and  seyde 

thus, 
*  Wher  is  my  suster,  brother  Terens?*  3315 
And  therwith-al  she  wepte  tenderly, 
And  qaook  for  fere,  pale  and  pitonsly. 
Bight  as  the  lamb  that  of  the  wolf  is 

biten; 
Or  as  the  oolver,  that  of  the   egle  is 

smiten, 
And  is  oat  of  his  dawes  forth  escaped,  3330 
Tet  hit  is  afered  and  awhai)ed 
Lest  hit  be  hent  efi-sones,  so  sat  she. 
Bnt  utterly  hit  may  non  other  be. 
By  force  hath  he,  this  traitour,  doon  that 

dede. 
That  he  hath  reft  her  of  her  mayden- 

hede,  3325 

Maugree  her  heed,  by  strengthe  and  by 

his  might.  (99) 

Lo !  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  a  right ! 
She    cryeth    'suster!'   with    fol    loud 

Btevene, 
And  *  fader  dere ! '  and  '  help  me,  god  in 

hevene ! '  2339 

Al  helpeth  nat ;  and  yet  this  false  theef 
Hath  doon  this  lady  yet  a  more  mischesf. 
For  fere  lest  she  sholde  his  shame  ciye, 
And  doon  him  openly  a  vilanye. 
And  with  his  swerd  her  tong  <^  kenreth 

he, 
And  in  a  castel  made  her  for  to  be     3335 
Ful  privily  in  prison  evermore. 
And  kepte  her   to  his  usage    and  his 

store,  (no) 

So  that  she  mighte  him  nevermore  asterte. 
O  sely  Philomene !  wo  is  thyn  herte ; 
Ood  wreke  thee,   and    sende   theo  thy 

bone !  3340 

Now  is  hit  tyme  I  make  an  ende  sone. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  wyf  y-come, 
And  in  his  armes  hath  his  wyf  y-nome, 
And  pitously  ho  weep,  and   i^ook  his 

heed. 
And  SWOT  her  that  he  fond  her  suster 

deed  j  3345 
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For  which  this  sely  Progne  hath  swioh 

wo,  (119)  ^346 

That  ny  her  Borwefnl  herte  hrak  a-two ; 
And  thus  in  teres  lete  I  Progne  dwelle, 
And  of  her  suster  forth  I  wol  yow  telle. 
This  woM  lady  lemed  had  in  youthe 
80  that  she  werken  and  enbrouden  oonthe, 
And  woven  in  her  stole  the  radevore 
As  hit  of  women  hath  be  woned  yore. 
And,  shortly  for  to  seyn,  she  hath  her 

fUle 
Of  mete  and  drink,  and  olothing  at  her 

wille,  23SS 

And  conde   eek  rede,  and  wel  y-nogh 

endyte, 
Bat  with  a  penne  conde  she  nat  wzyte } 
But  lettres  can  she  woven  to  and  £ro,   (131) 
So  that,  by  that  the  yeer  was  al  a-go, 
She  had  y-woven  in  a  stamin  large     2360 
How  she  was  broght  from  Athenos  in  a 

barge, 
And  in  a  cave  how  that  she  was  broght ; 
And  al  the  thingthat  Terens  hath  wroght. 
She  waf  hit  wel,  and  wroot  the  story 

above. 
How  she  was  served  for  her  suster  love ; 
Andtoaknavearingsheyafanoon,  2366 
And  prayed  him,  by  signes,  fortogoon  (140) 
Unto  the  qnene,  and  beren  her  thatdooth, 
And  by  signes  swor  him  many  an  00th, 
She  sholde  him  yevo  what  she   geten 

mighte.  3370 

This  knave  anoon  unto  the  queue  him 

dighte, 


And  took  hit  her,  and  al  the  manor  tolde. 
And,  whan  that  Progne  hath  this  thing 

beholde, 
No  word  she  spak,  for  sorwe  and  eek  for 

rage; 
But  feyned  her  to  goon  on  pilgrimage  2375 
To   Bachus    temple;    and,   in    a    litel 

stounde. 
Her  dombe  suster  sitting  hath  she  founde, 
Weping  in  the  castel  her  aloon.         (151) 
Alias  I  the  wo,  the  compleint,  and  tiie 

moon 
That  Progne   upon   her  dombe  suster 

maketh !  3380 

In  armes  everioh  of  hem  other  taketh. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  in  hir  sorwe  dwelle. 
The  remenant    is    no  charge  for  to 

teUe, 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  thus  was  she 

served. 
That  never  harm  a-gilte  ne  deserved  3385 
Unto  this  cruel  man,  that  she  of  wiste. 
Ye  may  be  war  of  men,  yif  that  yow 

liste.  (160) 

For,  al  be  that  he  wol  nat,  for  his  shame, 
Doon  so  as  Tereus,  to  lese  his  name, 
Ke  serve  yow  as  a  mordrour  or  a  knave, 
Ful  litel  whyle  shul  ye  trewe  him  have, 
That  wol  I  seyn,  al  were  he  now  my 

brother,  3393 

But  hit  so  be  that  he  may  have  non 

other.  (16^ 

Bxj^UcU  Legenda  PhiUmene, 
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Znc^  Legenda  PhilUi, 
Bt  preve  as  wel  as  by  auctoxitee. 
That  wikked  fruit  oometh  of  a  wikked 

tree,  3395 

That  may  ye  finde,  if  that  it    lyketh 

yow. 
But  for  this  ende  I  speke  this  as  now. 
To  telle  you  of  false  Bemophon. 
In  love  a  fUser  herds  I  never  non, 
But-if  hit  were  his  fader  Theseus.      3400 


*God,  for  his  grace,  fro  swich  oon  kepe 

us!* 
Thus  may  thise  women  pn^en  that  hit 

here.  (9) 

Kow  to  th*effect  tume  I  of  my  matere. 

Destroyed  is  of  Trqye  the  oitee ;       3404 
This  Demophon  com  sailing  in  the  see 
Toward  Athenes,  to  his  paleys  large ; 
With  him  com  many  a  ship  and  many  a 

barge 
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Fal  of  his  folk,  of  which  ftil  nmny  oon 
Is  wounded  sore,  and  seek,  and  wo  be- 

goon.  3409 

And  they  han  at  the  sege  longe  y-lain. 
Behinde  him  00m  a  wind  and  eek  a  rain 
That  shoof  so  sore,  his  sail  ne  mighte 

stonde,  (19) 

Him  were  lever  than  al  the  world  a-londe, 
80  honteth  him  the  tempest  to  and  fro. 
So  derk  hit  was,  hecoude  nowher  go ;  2415 
And  with  a  wawe  farosten  was  his  stere. 
His  ship  was   rent   so   lowe,  in  swich 

manere, 
That  carpenter  ne  coade  hit  nat  amende. 
The  see,  by  nighte,  as  any  torche  brende 
For  wood,  and  poaseth  him  now  np  now 

doon,  34^0 

Til  Neptune  hath  of  him  oompassionn, 
And    Thetis,  Choms,  Triton,   and  th^y 

alle, 
And  maden  him  npon  a  lond  to  ialle,  (30) 
Wher-of  that  PhiUis  lady  was  and  qnene, 
Li^nirgas  doghter,  fairer  on  to  sene  2425 
Than  is  the  floor  again  the  brighte  Sonne. 
Unnethe  is  Demophon  to  londe  y-wonne, 
Wi^k  and  eek  wery,  and  his  folk  for> 

pyned 
Of  werinesse,  and  also  enfamyned  ;    242^ 
And  to  the  deeth  he  almost  wasy-driven. 
His  wyse  folk  to  conseil  han  him  yiven 
To  seken  help  and  soooor  of  the  queen, 
And  loken  what  his  grace  mighte  been,  (40) 
And  maken  in  that  lond  som  ohevisaonce, 
To  kepen  him  fro  wo  and  fro  misohaanoe. 
For  seek  was  he,  and  almost  at  the  deeth ; 
Unnethe  mighte  he  speke  or  drawe  his 

breeth,  3437 

And  lyth  in  Bodopeya  him  for  to  reste. 
Whan  he  may  walke,  him  thonghte  hit 

was  the  beste 
Unto  the  court  to  sekon  for  socour.     3440 
Ken  knewe  him   wel,  and  diden   him 

honour ; 
For  at  Athenes  duk  and  lord  was  he, 
As  Theseus  his  fader  hadde  y-be,  (50) 

That  in  his  tyme  was  of  greet  renoun. 
No  man  so  greet  in  al  his  regioun  ;    2445 
And  lyk  his  fader  of  face  and  of  stature. 
And  fals  of  love ;  hit  com  him  of  nature ; 
As  doth  the  fox  Benard,  the  foxes  sone, 
Of  kinde  he  coude  his  olde  faders  wone 


Withoute  lore,  as  can  a  drake  swimme, 
Whan  hit  is  caught  and  caried  to  the 

brimme.  3451 

This  honourable  Fhillis  doth  him  chere, 
Her  lyketh  wel  his  port  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroted  heer-bifom  (61) 

To  wryte  of  hem  that  been  in  love  for- 
sworn, t455 
And  eek  to  haste  me  in  my  legende. 
Which  to  performe  god  me  grace  sende, 
Therfor  I  passe  shortly  in  this  wyse ; 
Te  han  wel  herd  of  Theseus  devyse 
In  the  betraising  of  fair  Adrians,       2460 
That  of  her  pite    kepte  him  from  bis 

bane. 
At  shorte  wordes,  right  so  Demophon 
The  same  wey,  the  same  path  hath  gon  (70) 
That  dide  his  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Fhillis  hath  he  sworen  thus,  3465 
To   wedden    her,  and   her  his  trouthe 

plighte. 
And  piked  of  her  al  the  good  he  mighte, 
Whan  he  was  hool  and  sound  and  hadde 

his  reste; 
And  doth  with  Fhillis  what  so  that  him 

leste. 
And  wel  coude  I,  yif  that  me  leste  so,  3470 
Tellen  al  his  doing  to  and  fh>. 
He  seide,  unto  his  contree  moste  he 

sails. 
For  ther  he  wolde  her  wedding  apparaile 
As  fil  to  her  honour  and  his  also.  (81) 

And  openly  he  took  his  leve  tho,         2475 
And  hath  her  sworn,  he  wolde  nat  sojome. 
But  in  a  month  he  wolde  again  retomeu 
And  in  that  lond  let  make  his  ordinaunce 
As  verray  lord,  and  took  the  obeisaunoe 
Wel  and   hoomly,  and  let  his  shippes 

dighte,  3480 

And  hoom  he  goth  the  nezte   wey   he 

mighte; 
For  unto  PhiUis  yit  ne  com  he  noght. 
And  that  hath  she  so  harde  and  sore 

aboght,  (90) 

Alias !  that,  as  the  stories  us  records. 
She  was  her  owne  deeth  right  with  a 

oorde,  3485 

Whan  that  she  saw  that  Demophon  her 

trayed. 
But  to  him  fii-st  she  wroot  and  lasts 

hink  prayed 
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He  wolde  come,  and  her  deliver  of  peyne, 
As  I  rehene  shal  a  word  or  tweyne. 
Me  list  nat  vouche-saof  on  him  to  swinke, 
Ke  spende  on  him  a  penne  ftil  of  inke,  3491 
For  fals  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  syre ; 
The  devil  sette  hir  sonles  hothe  a-fyre ! 
But  of  the  lettre  of  Fhillis  wol  I  wrjrte 
A  word  or  tweyne,  al-thogh  hit  be  bnt 

lyte.  (102)  2495 

*  Thyn  hoetesse,*  quod  she, *  0 Demophon, 
Thy  PhiUis,  which  that  is  so  wo  begon, 
Of  Bodopeye,  upon  yow  moot  compleyne, 
Over  the  terme  set  betwiz  us  tweyne, 
That  ye  ne  holden  forward,  as  ye  seyde ; 
Tour  anker,  which   ye   in   our   haven 

l^e,  2501 

Highte  us,  that  ye  wolde  comen,  out  of 

donte. 
Or  that  the  mone  ones  wente  aboute.  (no) 
Bnt  ^rmes  foure  the  mone  hath  hid  her 

face 
Sin  thilke  day  ye  wente  f^  this  place,  2505 
And  foure  tymes  light  the  world  again. 
Bnt  for  al  that,  yif  I  shal  soothly  sain, 
Yit  hath  the  streem  of  Sitho  nat  y-broght 
From  Athenes  the  ship;  yit  oomth  hit 

noght. 
And,  yif  that  ye  the  terme  rekne  wolde. 
As  I  or  other  trewe  lovers  sholde,        251 1 
I  pleyne  not,  god  wot,  befom  my  day.' — 
But  al  her  lettre  wryten  I  ne  may  (120) 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  charge ; 
Her  lettre  was  right  long  and  ther-to 

large;  2515 

Bnt  here  and  there  in  ryme  I  have  hit 

laid, 
Ther  as  me  thoughte  that  she  wel  hath 


She  seide,  *  thy  sailes  comen  nat  again, 
Ne  to  thy  word  ther  nis  no  fey  certein ; 
But  I  wot  why  ye  come  nat,'  quod  she ; 
*For  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  so  free.      2521 
And  of  the  goddes  that  ye  han  forswore, 
Yif  that  hir  vengeance  fiJle  on  yow  ther- 
fore,  (130) 

Ye  be  nat  suffisaunt  to  here  the  pejrne. 
To  moche  trusted  I,  wel  may  I  pleyne,  2525 


Upon  your  linage  and  your  faire  tonge, 
And  on  your  teres  falsly  out  y-wronge. 
How  coude  ye  wepe  so  hy  craft?'  quod 

she; 
*  May  ther  swiche  teres  feyned  be? 
Kow  certes,  yif  ye  wolde  have  in  memorie. 
Hit  oghte  be  to  yow  but  litel  glorie     2531 
To  have  a  sely  mayde  thus  betrayed ! 
To  god,'  quod  she,  *  preye  I,  and  ofte  have 

prayed,  (140) 

That  hit  be  now  the  grettest  prys  of  alio, 
And  moste  honour  that  ever  yow  shal 

be&Ue!  2535 

And  whan  thyn  olde  auncestres  peynted 

be. 
In  which  men  may  hir  worthinesse  see, 
Than,  preye  I  god,  thou  peynted  be  also, 
That  folk  may  reden,  for-by  as  they  go, 
"  Lo !  this  is  he,  that  with  his  flateiye  2540 
Betrayed  hath  and  doon  her  vilanye 
That  was  his  trewe  love  in  thoghte  and 

dede!" 
But  sothly,  of  00  point  3rit  may  they  rede, 
That  ye  ben  lyk  your  fader  as  in  this ;  (151) 
For  he  begyled  Adriane,  y-wis,  2545 

With  swiche  an  art  and  swiche  sotelte 
As  thou  thy-selven  hast  begyled  me. 
As  in  that  point,  al-thogh  hit  bo  nat  fayr, 
Thou  folwest  him,  certein,  and  art  his  eyr. 
Bnt  sin  thus  sinftilly  ye  me  begyle,    2550 
My  body  mote  ye  seen,  within  a  wbyle, 
Bight  in  the  haven  of  Athenes  fletinge, 
With-outen  sepulture  and  buiyinge ;  (160) 
Thogh  ye  ben  harder  then  is  any  stoon.* 
And,  whan  this  lettre  was  forth  sent 

anoon,  2555 

And  knew  how  brotel  and  how  fUs  he 

was. 
She  for  dispeyr  for-dide  herself,  alias  ! 
Swich  sorwe  hath  she,  for  she  besette  her 

so. 
Be  war,  ye  women,  of  your  sotil  fo^     2559 
Sin  yit  this  day  men  may  ensample  see ; 
And  trusteth,  as  in  love,  no  man  bnt 

me,  (168) 

BiepUcU  Legenda  PhiOU. 
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IX.  THE  LEGEND  OP  HYPERMNESTRA. 


Jnc^Lsgmtda  YpermitUrt, 

In  G-reoe  whylom  weren  brethren  two, 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  called  Danao, 
That  many  a  sone  hath  of  his  body  wonne, 
As  Bwiche  false  lovers  ofte  oonne.       ^565 
Among  his  sones  alle  ther  was  oon 
That  aldermost  he  lovede  of  everichoon. 
And  whan  this  child  was  bom,  this  Danao 
Shoop  him  a   name,  and   called   him 

Lino. 
That  other  brother  called  was  Egiste,  9570 
That  was  of  love  as  fiUs  as  ever  him 

liste,  (10) 

And  many  a  doghter  gat  he  in  his  lyve ; 
Of  which  he  gat  npon  his  righte  wyve 
A  doghter  dere,  and  dide  her  for  to  oalle 
Tpermistra,  yongest  of  hem  alle  ;       2575 
The  whiche  child,  of  her  nativitee, 
To  alle  gode  thewes  bom  was  she, 
As  lyked  to  the  goddes,  or  she  was  bom, 
That  of  the  shefe    she  sholde    be    the 

com ;  (18) 

The  Wirdes,  that  we  clepen  Deetinee,  2580 
Hath  shapen  her  that  she  mot  nedes  be 
Pitoose,  sadde,  wyse,  and  trewe  as  steel; 
And  to  this  woman  hit  accordeth  weeL 
For,  though  that  Venus  yaf  her  greet 

beautee. 
With  Jupiter  compouned  so  was  she  3585 
That  conscience,  trouthe,  and  dreed  of 

shame. 
And  of  her  wyfhood  for  to  kepe  her  name. 
This,  thoughte  her,  was  felicitee  as  here. 
And  rede  Mars  was,  that  tyme  of  the 

yere, 
80  feUe,  that  his  malice  is  him  raft,   3590 
Bepressed  hath  Venus  his  cruel  craft ;  (30) 
f  What  with  Venus  and  other  oppresdoun 
Of  houses,  Mars  his  venim  is  adoun. 
That  Tpermistra  dar  nat  handle  a  knyf 
In  malice,  thogh  she  sholde  lese  her  lyf. 
But  natheles,  as  hevon  gan  tho  tume,  2596 
To  badde  aspectes  hath  she  of  Satume, 

O 


That  made  her  for  to  deyen  in  prisoun, 
As  I  shal  after  make  menoioun. 

To  Danao  and  Egistes  also—  1600 

Al-thogh  so  be  that  they  were  brethren 

two,  (40) 

For  thilke  tym»  nas  spared  no  linage — 
I  Hit  lyked  hem  to  maken  mariage 
I  Betwiz  Tpermistra  and  him  Lino, 
I  And  castenswichea  day  hit  shal  beso;  2605 
And  All  aoorded  was  hit  witterly; 
The  amy  is  wroght,  the  tyme  is  faste  by. 
And  thus  Lino  hath  of  his  fadree  brother 
The  doghter  wedded,  and  eche  of  hem 

hath  other. 
The  torches  brennen  and  the  lampes 

brighte,  9610 

The  sacrifices  been  ftd  redy  dighte ;    (50) 
Th'encens  out  of  the  fyre  reketh  sote, 
The  flour,  the  leef  is  rent  np  by  the 

rote 
To  maken  garlands  and  corounes  hye  ; 
Ful  is  the  place  of  soun  of  minstralcye, 
Of  songes  amorous  of  mariage,  a6i6 

As  thilke  tyme  was  the  ple3m  usage. 
And  this  was  in  the  paleys  of  Egiste, 
That  in  his  hous  was  lord,  right  as  him 

liste; 
And  thus  the  day  they  drsnren  to  an 

ende ;  2630 

The  frendei  taken  leve,  and  hoom  they 

wende.  (60) 

The  night  is  come,  the  bryd  shal  go  to 

bedde; 
Egiste  to  his  chambre  ftkste  him  spedde. 
And  privily  he  let  his  doghter  oalle. 
Whan  that  the  hous  was  voided  of  hem 

alle,  262$ 

I  He  loked    on    his    doghter  with    glad 

chere. 
And  to  her  spak,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
'My  righte  doghter,    tresor   of  myn 

hertel 
Sin  first  that  day  that  shapen  was  my 

sherte, 

3 
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Or  hy  the  fatal  snfitren  had  my  dom,  2630 
So  ny  myn  herte  never  thing  me  com  (70) 
Ab    thou,    myn     Tpermistra,    doghter 

dere! 
Tak  heod  'what   I    thy  fader   sey  thee 

here, 
And  werk  after  thy  'wyser  ever-mo. 
For  alderfirste,  doghter,  I  love  thee  so  2655 
That  al  the  world  to  me  nis  half  so  leef ; 
Ne  I  nolde  rede  thee  to  thy  mlscheef 
For  al  the  gode  nnder  the  colde  mone ; 
And  what  I  mene,  hit  shal  be  seid  right 

sone, 
With  protestaoionn,  as  in  this  wyse,  2640 
That,  bnt  thou  do  as  I  shal  thee  devyse, 
Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  him  that  al  hath 

wroght !  (81) 

At  shorte  wordes,  thou  n'esoapest  noght 
Out  of  my  paleys,  or  that  thou  be  deed. 
But  thou  oonsente  and  werke  after  my 

reed;  3645 

Tak  this  to  thee  for  ftil  conclusioun.' 

This  Y];>ermistra  caste  her  eyen  doun, 
And  quook  as  dooth   the  leef  of  aspe 

grene; 
Deed  wez  her  hewe,  and  lyk  as  ash  to 

Bene,  3649 

And  seyde,  *lord  and  fador,  al  your  wille, 
After  my  might,  god  wot,  I  shal  folfllle, 
So  hit  to  me  be  no  confusioun.'  (91) 

'  I  nil,'  quod  he, '  have  noon  excepcioun ' ; 
And  out  he  caughte  a  knyf,  as  rasour  kene ; 
*Hyd  this,*  quod  he,  *that  hit  be  nat  y- 

sene ;  2655 

And,  whan  thyn  husbond  is  to  bedde  y-go, 
Whyl  that  he  slepeth,  out  histhroto  a-two. 
For  in  my  dremes  hit  is  warned  me 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  bane  be, 
But  whiche   I  noot,  wherfor  I  wol  be 

Biker.  a66o 

Yif  thou  Bey  noy,  we  two  shul  have  a 

biker  (loo) 

As  I  have  seyd,  hy  him    that  I  have 

Bwom.* 
This  Ypermistra  hath  ny  her  wit  forlon ; 
And,  for  to  passen  harmles  of  that  place. 
She  graunted  him ;  ther  was  non  other 

grace.  2665 

And  therwith-al  a  oostrel  taketh  he, 
And  Be3rde,  *  horof  a  draught,  or  two  or 

throe; 


Yif  him  to   drinke,   whan  he  goth    to 

reste, 
And  he  shal  slepe  as  longe  as  ever  thee 

leste, 
The  narcotiks  and  opies  been  so  stronge : 
And  go  thy  wey,  lest  that  him  thinke 

longe.'  (no)  aOyt 

Out  comth  the  brsrd,  and  with  fVil  sober 

chore. 
As  is  of  maidens  ofte  the  manere, 
To  chambre  is  broght  with  revel  and  with 

Bonge, 
And  shortly,  lest  this  tale  be  to  longe,  2675 
This  Lino  and  she  ben  sone  broght  to 

bedde; 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  dore  him 

spedde. 
The  night  is  wasted,  and  he  fel  a-slepe ; 
Ful  tenderly  beginneth  she  to  wepe. 
She   rist   her   up,    and    dredfully    she 

quaketh,  2680 

As    doth    the    brauncho   that  Zephirus 

Bhaketh,  (120) 

And  husht  were  alle  in  Argon  that  oitee. 
Ab  cold  as  any  frost  now  wexeth  she ; 
For  pite  by  the  herte  her  Btre3meth  so, 
And  dreed  of  deeth  doth  her  so  moche  wo, 
That  thryes  doun  she  fil  in    Bwiche  a 

were.  2686 

She  rist  her  up,  and  stakereth  heer  and 

there. 
And  on  her  handeB  faste  loketh  she. 
^AHas !  and  shul  my  handee  blody  be  ? 
I  am  a  maid,  and,  as  by  my  nature,   2690 
And  by  my  semblant  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handee  been  nat  shapen  for  a  knyf, 
As  for  to  reve  no  man  fro  his  lyf        (132) 
What  devil  have  I  with  the  knyf  to  do  ? 
And  shal  I  have  my  throte  corve  a-two  ? 
Then  shal  I  blede,  alias!   and  me  be- 

shende ;  2696 

And  nedes  cost  this  thing  mot  have  an 

ende; 
Or  he  or  I  mot  nedes  lese  our  lyf. 
Now  certes,'  quod  she,  '  sin  I  am  his  wyf. 
And  hath  my  feith,  yit  is  it  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  deed  in  wyfly  honestee  (140)  2701 
Than  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  emest  or  for  game, 
He  shal  awake,  and  ryse  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  gotor,  or  that  hit  be  day  I' — 
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And  weep  ftd  tenderly  upon  his  fcKse,  3706 
And  in  her  armes  gan  him  to  embrace, 
And  him  she  roggeth  and  avaketh  aofte ; 
And  at    the  window  leep    he   fro  the 

lofte 
Whan  she  hath  warned  him,  and  doon 

him  bote.  3710 

This  Lino  swifbe  was,  and  light  of  fote, 

And  from  his  wyf  he  ran  a  frd  good  pas. 

This  sely  woman  is  so  wayk,  alias !    (152) 

And  helples  so,  that,  or  that  4ie  fet 

wente, 
Her  cruel  fader  dide  her  for  to  hent*.  1715 


Alias !  Lino !  why  art  thou  so  nnkinde? 
Why  ne  haddest  thou  remembred  in  thy 

minde 
To  taken  her,  and  lad  her  forth  with 

thee? 
For,  whan  she  saw  that  goon  awey  was  he. 
And  that  she  mighte  nat  so  faste  go,    a/ao 
Ne  folwen  him,  she  sette  her  doon  right 

tho,  (160) 

Til  she  was  caught  and  fetered  in  prisoun. 

This  tale  is  seid  for  this  oonclnsioun. .  . 

{UnfMahed.) 


05 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE 
ASTROLABE. 


PEOLOGUS. 


LrrKi  Lowis  my  sone,  I  have  perceived 
wel  by  oerteyne  evidences  ihyn  ablLite  to 
leme  sciences  tonchinge  noombres  and 
propoToionns ;  and  as  wel  considere  I  thy 

5  biQr  preyere  in  special  to  leme  the  Tretis 
of  the  Astrolabie.  Than,  for  as  mechel 
as  a  philosofre  seith,  ^  he  wrappeth  him  in 
his  frend,  that  condesoendeth  to  the 
rightfxd  preyen  of  his  frond,*  ther-for 

lo  have  I  geven  thee  a  safflsaant  Ast^?alabie 
as  for  onre  orisonte,  compoived  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenford;  np-on  which,  by 
mediacion  of  this  litel  tretis,  I  purpose  to 
teohe  thee  a  oertein  nombre  of  oondu- 

15  sions  apertening  to  the  same  instrument. 
I  seye  a  certein  of  oonolusiouns,  for  three 
causes.  The  ftirste  cause  is  this  :tmste  wel 
that  alle  the  oonolusiouns  that  han  ben 
founde,    or   elles    possibly   mighten   be 

x>  founde  in  so  noble  an  instrument  as  an 
Astrolabie,  ben  un-knowe  perfitly  to  any 
mortal  man  in  this  regioun,  as  I  suppose. 
A-nother  cause  is  this ;  that  sgthly,  in  any 
tretis  of  the  Astrolabie  that  I  have  seyn, 

35  there  ben  some  conclusions  that  wole  nat 
in  alle  thinges  performen  hir  bihestes ; 
and  some  of  hem  ben  to  harde  to  thy 
tendre  age  often  yeer  to  oonseyve.  This 
tretis,  divided  in  fyve  parties,  wole  I  shewe 

$0  thee  under  Ail  lighte  rewles  and  naked 
wordes  in  English ;  for  Latin  ne  canstow 


yit  but  smal,  my  lyte  sone.  But  natheles, 
8u£^se  to  thee  thise  trewe  oondusiouns  in 
English,  as  wel  as  suf^^seth  to  thise  noble 
derkes  Grekes  thise  same  oonolusiouns  in  35 
Greek,  and  to  Arabiens  in  Arabik,  and  to 
Jewes  in  Ebrew,  and  to  the  Latin  folk  in 
Latin ;  whiche  Latin  folk  han  hem  ftirst 
out  of  othre  diverse  langages,  and  writen 
in  hir  owne  tonge,  that  is  to  sein,  in  40 
Latin.  And  god  wot,  that  in  alle  thise 
langages,  and  in  many  mo,  han  thise 
oonolusiouns  ben  suffisantly  lemed  and 
taught,  and  yit  by  diverse  rewles,  right  as 
diverse  pathes  leden  diverse  folk  tho  45 
righte  wey  to  Bome.  Now  wol  I  prey 
meekly  eveiy  discreet  persone  that  redeth 
or  hereth  this  litel  tretis,  to  have  my 
rewde  endyting  for  excused,  and  my 
superfluite  of  wordes,  for  two  causes.  The  50 
firste  cause  is,  for  that  curious  endyting 
and  hard  sentence  is  ftd  hevy  atones  for 
swich  a  child  to  leme.  And  the  seconde 
cause  is  this,  that  sothly  me  semeth  betre 
to  wiyten  un-to  a  child  twyes  a  good  55 
sentence,  than  he  forgete  it  ones.  And 
Lowis,  yif  so  be  that  I  shewe  thee  in  my 
lighte  English  as  trewe  oonolusiouns 
touching  this  matere,  and  naught  only  as 
trewe  but  as  many  and  as  subtil  con-  60 
olusiouns  as  ben  shewed  in  Latin  in  any 
Qommune  tretis  of  the  Astrolabie,  con  me 
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th«  more  thank ;  and  preye  god  Mtyo  the 
king,  that  is  lord  of  this  langage,  and  alle 

65  that  him  feyth  bereth  and  obeyeth,  ever- 
ech  in  his  degree,  the  more  and  the  lasse. 
Bnt  considere  wel,  that  I  ne  nsnrpe  nat  to 
have  founde  this  werk  of  my  labour  or  of 
myn  engyn.    I  nam  bnt  a  lewd  00m- 

70  pilatonr  of  the   labour   of  olde   Astro- 

logiens,  and  have  hit  translated  in  myn 

English  only  for  thy  doctrine  ;  and  with 

this  swerd  tixal  I  sleen  envye. 

L  The  flrste  partie  of  this  tretis  shal 

75  reherse  the  fignret  and  the  membres  of 

thyn  Astrolabie,  bi-oanse  that  thon  shalt 

han  the  grettre  knowing  of  thyn  owne 

instmment. 

n.  The  second  partie  shal  teohe  thee 

To  werken  the  rerrey  practik  of  the  forseide 
oondnsioons,  as  ferforth  and  as  narwe 
as  may  be  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instni- 
ment  portatif  aboate.  For  wel  wot  every 
astrologien  that  smalest  fracoions  ne  wol 

85  nat  ben  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instrument, 
as  in  subtil  tables  oalculed  for  a  cause. 

IIL  The  thridde  jMirtie  shal  oontienen 
diverse  tables  of  longitudes  and  latitudes 
of  sterros  fixe  for  the  Astrolabie,  and 

90  tables  of  dedinacions  of  the  sonne,  and 
tables  of  longitudes  of  citeea  and  of 
townes ;  and  as  wel  for  the  governance 


of  a  olokke  as  for  to  flnde  the  altitude 
meridian ;    and  many  another  notable 
oonclusionn,  after  the  kalendres  of  the  95 
reverent  clerkes,  frere  I.  Somerand  f^re 
K.  Lenne. 

lY.  The  ferthe  partie  shal  ben  a  theorik 
to  declare  the  moevinge  of  the  celestial 
bodies  with   the   causes.     The   whiohe  100 
ferthe  partie  in  special  shal  shewen  a 
table  of  the  verray  moeving  of  the  mono 
f^m  houre  to  houre,  every  day  and  in 
every  signe,  after  thyn  almenak ;  upon 
which  table  ther  folwith  a  canon,  suffi-  105 
sant  to  teche  as  wel  the  maner  of  the 
wyrking  of  that  same  oondusioun,  as  to 
knowe  in  cure  orisonte  with  which  de* 
gree  of  the  sodiac  that  the  mone  ariseth 
in  any  latitude ;  and  the  arising  of  any  no 
planete  after  his  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik 
lyne. 

y.  The  flfbe  partie  shal  ben  an  intro- 
ductorie  after  the  statute  of  cure  doctoun, 
in  which  thou  maist  leme  a  gret  part  of  115 
the  general  rewles  of  theorik  in  astrologie. 
In  which  fifte  partie  shaltow  finds  tables 
of  equacions  of  houses  aftur  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford ;  and  tables  of  dignetes  of 
planetes,  and  other  noteftil  thinges,  3rif  120 
god  wol  vouohe-sauf  and  his  modur  the 
mayde.  mo  than  I  behete.  ftc 


PART  L 


Hkss  BxonnrvrH  ths  nsscsiPCioM  or  tbx 

ASTSOLABIS. 

1.  Thyn  Astrolabie  hath  a  ring  to 
putten  on  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand  in  taking  the  heighte  of  thinges. 
And  tak  keep,  for  from  hennes-forthward, 

5  I  wol  depe  the  heighte  of  any  thing  that 
is  taken  by  thy  rewle,  the  altitude,  with- 
oute  mo  wordes. 

2.  This  ring  renneth  in  a  maner  turet, 
fast  to  the  moder  of  th3m  Astrolabie,  in 
so  rowm  a  space  that  hit  desturbeth  nat 
the  instmment  to  hangen  after  his  righte 

5  centre. 


8.  The  Hoder  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  the 
thikkeste  plate,  peroed  with  a  large  hole, 
that  resseyveth  in  hir  wombe  the  thinne 
plates  oompowned  fbr  diverse  dymatz, 
and  thy  riet  shapen  in  manere  of  a  net  or  5 
of  a  webbe  of  a  loppe ;  and  for  the  more 
dedaradoun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

4.  This  moder  is  devyded  on  the  bak- 
half  with  a  lyne,  that  cometh  dessend- 
inge  fto  the  ring  down  to  the  nethereste 
bordure.  The  whiche  lyne,  fVo  the  for- 
seide ring  xm-to  the  centre  of  the  large  5 
hole  amidde,  is  deped  the  south  lyne,  or 
elles  the  lyne  meridional.  And  the 
remenant  of  this  lyne  downe  to  the  bor- 
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dare  is  cleped  the  north  lyne,  or  elles  the 
ID  lyne  of  midnight.     And  for  the  more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

6.  Over-thwart  this  for-seide  longe 
lyne,  ther  crosseth  him  another  lyne  of 
the  same  lengthe  from  est  to  west.  Of 
the  whiohe  lyne,  £rom  a  litel  croys  +  in 

5  the  hordore  nn-to  the  centre  of  the  large 
hole,  is  cleped  the  Est  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lyne  Orientale ;  and  the  remenant  of  this 
lyne  fro  the  forseide  +  nn-to  the  bordore, 
is  cleped  the  West  lyne,  or  the  lyne  Ocoi- 

lo  dentale.  Now  hastow  here  the  foore 
quarters  of  thin  astrolabie,  devyded  after 
the  foure  principals  plages  or  quarters  of 
the  firmament.  And  for  the  more  deolar- 
acioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

6.  The  est  side  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is 
cleped  the  right  side,  and  the  west  side 
is  doped  the  left  side.  Forget  nat  this, 
litel  Lewis.    Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astro- 

5  labie  upon  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand,  and  thanne  wole  his  right  ^yde  be 
toward  thy  left  syde,  and  his  left  oyde 
wol  be  toward  thy  right  syde;  tak  this 
rewle  general,  as  wel  on  the  bak  as  on 

lo  the  wombe-side.  Upon  the  ende  of  this 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seide,  is  marked  a  litel 
+,  wher-as  evere*mo  generaly  is  con- 
sidered the  entring  of  the  first  degree  in 
which  the  sonne  aiyseth.    And  for  the 

15  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

7.  Fro  this  litel  +  up  to  the  ende  of 
the  lyne  meridional,  under  the  ring, 
shaltow  finden  the  bordure  devyded  with 
90  degrees ;  and  by  that  same  proporcioun 

5  is  every  qmurter  of  thin  Astrolabie  de- 
vyded. Over  the  whiohe  degrees  ther 
ben  noumbres  of  augrim,  that  devyden 
thilke  same  degrees  fh>  f^ve  to  fyve,  as 
flheweth  by  longe  strykes  by-twene.    Of 

10  whiche  longe  stiykes  the  space  by-twene 
contienith  a  mile-wey.  And  every  degree 
of  the  bordure  oontieneth  foure  minutes, 
that  is  to  seyn,  minutes  of  an  houre. 
And  for  more  dedanMUOun,  lo  here  the 

15  figure. 

8.  Under  the  eompas  of  thilke  degrees 
ben  writen  the  names  of  the  Twelve 
Signes,  as  Aries,  Taurus,  Oemini,  Cancer, 
Loo,  Virgo,  Libra,  Scorpio,  Sagittarius, 


Caprioomus,  Aquarius,  Pisces ;  and  the  5 
nombres  of  the  degrees  of  tho  signes  ben 
writen  in  augrim  above,  and  with  longe 
devisiouns,  fro  fyve  to  fyve ;  devyded  fro 
tyme  that  the  signe  entreth  un-to  the 
laste  ende.  But  understond  wel,  that  10 
thise  degrees  of  signes  ben  everich  of  hem 
considered  of  60  minutes,  and  every 
minute  of  60  seoondes,  and  so  forth  in-to 
smale  £raccions  infinit,  as  seith  Alka- 
bucius.  And  ther-for,  know  wel,  that  15 
a  degree  of  the  bordure  oontieneth  foure 
minutes,  and  a  degree  of  a  signe  oon- 
tieneth 60  minutes,  and  have  this  in 
minde.  And  for  the  more  dedaradoun, 
lo  here  thy  figure.  « 

9.  Next  this  folweth  the  Cerde  of  the 
Bayes,  that  ben  figured  in  manor  of 
degrees,  that  contienen  in  noumbre  365 ; 
divsrded  also  with  longe  strykes  fro  f^vo 
to  fyve,  and  the  nombres  in  augrim  5 
writen  under  that  cerde.  And  for  more 
dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  Next  the  Cerde  of  the  Dayes,  fol- 
weth the  Cerde  of  the  names  of  the 
Monthes;  that  is  to  seyen,  Januaro, 
Februare,  Marcius,  Aprile,  Mayus,  Juin, 
Julius,  Augustus,  Septembre,  October,  5 
Novembre,  Decembre.  The  names  of 
thise  monthes  were  cleped  in  Arabiens, 
Bomme  for  hir  propretees,  and  some  by 
statutz  of  lordes,  some  by  other  lordes  of 
Borne.  Eek  of  thise  monthes,  as  lyked  10 
to  Julius  Cesar  and  to  Cesar  Augustus, 
some  were  oompowned  of  diverse  nom- 
bres of  dayes,  as  Juil  and  August  Thanne 
hath  Januare  31  dayes,  Febroare  a8, 
March  31,  Apiille  30,  May  31,  Junius  30,  15 
Julius  31,  Augustus  31,  September  30, 
Octobre  31,  Novembre  30,  December  31. 
Nathdes,  al-though  that  Julius  Ceaur 
took  a  dayes  out  of  Feverer  and  put  hem 
in  his  moneth  of  Juille,  and  Augustus  ao 
Cesar  doped  the  moneth  of  August  after 
his  name,  and  ordeyned  it  of  31  dayes, 
yit  truste  wel,  that  the  sonne  dwelleth 
ther-for  nevere  the  more  ne  lesse  in  oon 
signe  than  in  another.  25 

11.  Than  folwen  the  names  of  the 
Halidayes  in  the  Kalender,  and  next 
hem  the  lettres  of  the  Abe.  on  which 
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thoy  fallen.    And  for  the  more  declara- 

5  cionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

12.  Next  the  forseide  Cercle  of  the 
Aba,  under  the  cros-lyne,  is  marked  the 
scale,  in  maner  of  two  sqnyres,  or  elles  in 
manere  of  laddres,  that  senreth  by  hise 

5  13  poyntea  and  hia  devisionns  of  iuX 
many  a  subtil  conolnsioim.  Of  this  for- 
seide  scale,  fro  the  croos-lyne  nn-to  the 
vorre  tuigle,  is  cleped  fumbra  mtni,  and 
the  nether  partie  is  cleped  the  fumbra 
lo  recta^  or  elles  umbra  externa.  And  for 
the  more  declaraoioiin,  lo  here  the  Agxm, 
18.  Thanne  hastow  a  brood  Bewle, 
that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square  plate 
perced  with  a  oertein  holes,  some  more 
and  some  lesse,  to  reuefyvem  the  stremes 

5  of  the  Sonne  by  day,  and  eek  by  media- 
cioon  of  thyn  eye,  to  knowe  the  altitude 
of  sterres  by  nighte.  And  for  the  more 
deolaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  Thanne  is  ther  a  large  F^  in 
maner  of  an  extree,  that  goth  thorow 
the  hole,  that  halt  the  tables  of  the 
clymates  and  the  riet  in  the  wombe  of 

5  the  Hoder,  thorw  which  Pyn  ther  goth 
a  litel  wegge  which  that  is  cleped '  the 
hon,*  that  streyneth  alle  thise  parties  to- 
hepe ;  this  foneide  grete  Pyn,  in  maner 
of  an  extree,  is  imagined  to  be  the  Pol 
lo  Artik  in  thyn  Astrolabie.  And  for  the 
more  declaraoionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

15.  The  wombe-side  of  thyn  Astrolabie 
is  also  devyded  with  a  longe  oroys  in 
fonre  quarters  from  est  to  west,  firo  south 
to  north,  fro  right  syde  to  left  syde,  as  is 

5  the  bak-syde.  And  for  the  more  deolara- 
cioun, lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  The  bordure  of  which  wombe-side 
is  devyded  fro  the  poynt  of  the  est  lyne 
un-to  the  poynt  of  the  south  lyne  under 
the  ring,  in  90  degres ;  and  by  that  same 

5  proporcioun  is  every  quarter  devyded  as 
is  the  bak-syde,  that  amonteth  360  de- 
grees. And  understond  wel,  that  degrees 
of  this  bordure  ben  answering  and  oon- 
sentrik  to  the  degrees  of  the  Equinoxial, 
10  that  is  devyded  in  the  same  nombre  as 
every  othere  cerole  is  in  the  heye  hevene. 
This  same  bordure  is  devyded  also  with 
23  lettres  capitals  and  a  smal  croys  -h 


above  the  south  lyne,  that  sheweth  the 
24.  houres  equals  of  the  clokke ;  and,  as  15 
I  have  said,  5  of  thise  degrees  maken 
a  mile-wey,  and  3  mile-wey  maken  an 
houre.  And  every  degree  of  this  bordure 
oonteneth  4  minutes,  and  every  minut 
60  secoundes ;  now  have  I  told  thee  twye.  ao 
And  for  the  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

17.  The  plate  under  thy  xiet  is  des- 
cryved  with  3  principal  ceroles ;  of  whiohe 
the  leste  la  cleped  the  oerde  of  Oancer, 
by-oause  that  the  heved  of  Cancer  tumeth 
evermor  oonsentrik  np-on  the  same  5 
oerde.  In  this  heved  of  Cancer  is  the 
grettest  deolinaoioun  northward  of  tho 
Sonne.  And  ther-for  is  he  cleped  the 
Solstioioun  of  Somer;  whiohe  deolina- 
oioun, aftur  Ptholome,  is  23  degrees  ro 
and  50  minutes,  as  wel  in  Oancer  as  in 
Capricome.  This  signe  of  Cancer  is 
cleped  the  Tropik  ot  Somer,  of  eropot, 
that  is  to  se3m  '  agaynward  ;*  foot  thanne 
by-ginneth  the  sonne  to  passe  fro  us-  15 
ward.  And  for  the  more  deolaracioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

The  middel  cerole  in  wydnesse,  ot  thise 
3,  is  deped  the  Cerde  Equlnoxial ;  up-on 
whiohe  tumeth   evermo   the  hedes   of  so 
Aries  and  Libra.    And  understond  wd, 
that  evermo  this  Oerde  Equinozial  tum- 
eth justly  fro  verrey  est  to  verrey  west ; 
as  I  have  shewed  thee  in  the  spere  solide. 
This  same  cerde  is  deped  also  the  Weyere,  ^5 
equator,  of  the  day ;  for  whan  the  sonne 
is  in  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  libra, 
than  ben  the  dajres  and  the  nightes  ilyke 
of  lengthe  in  al  the  world.    And  ther- 
fore  ben  thise   two   signes   called   the  30 
Equinoxies.  And  alle  that  moeveth  with- 
in the  hevedes  of  thise  Aries  and  Libra, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  north-ward ;  and 
alle  that  moeveth  with-oute  thise  hevedes, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  south-ward  as  frx>  35 
the  equlnoxial.    Tak  keep  of  thise  lati- 
tudes north  and  sowth,  and  forget  it  nat. 
By  this  Cerde  Equlnoxial  ben  considered 
the  24  houres  of  the  dokke ;  for  everemo 
the  arysing  of  15  degrees  of  the  equlnoxial  40 
makeUi  an  houre  equal  of  the  dokko. 
This  equlnoxial  is  deped  the  girdd  of 
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the  Ante  moeving,  or  elles  of  the  angultit 
primi  motut  vel  prhni  mobUia.    And  noto, 

45  that  firste  xnoeving  is  deped  *xnoevmg' 
of  the  firste  xnoevable  of  the  8  spere, 
whiohe  xnoeving  is  fro  est  to  west,  and 
eft  agayn  in-to  est;  also  it  is  depid 
*girdel'  of  the   first    moeving,    for   it 

50  departeth  the  firste  moevable,  that  is  to 

seyn,  the  spere,  in  two  ilyke   parties, 

eyene-distants  fro  the  poles  of  this  world. 

The  wydeste  of  thise  three  principal 

oerdefl  is  deped  the  Oerde  of  Capricome, 

55  l^-canse  that  the  heved  of  Caprioome 
tumeth  evermo  oonsentrik  up-on  the 
same  oerde.  In  the  heved  of  this  for- 
seide  Capricome  is  the  grettest  dedina- 
oioon  southward  of  the  Sonne,  and  ther- 

60  for  is  it  deped  the  Solsticioon  of  Winter. 
This  signe  of  Capricome  is  also  deped 
the  Tropik  of  Winter,  for  thanne  bygin- 
neth  the  Sonne  to  come  agayn  to  ns-ward. 
And  f<»r  the  more  dedaraoionn,  lo  here 

6s  thy  figure. 

18.  Upon  this  forseide  plate  ben  com- 
passed certein  oerdes  that  highten  Al- 
micanteras,  of  which  som  of  hem  semen 
perfit  cerdes,  and  somme  semen  inperfit. 

5  The  centre  that  standith  a-middes  the 
narwest  cerde  is  deped  the  Senith  ;  and 
the  netherest  cerde,  or  the  firste  oerde, 
is  depid  the  Orisonte,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  cerde  that  devydeth  the  two  emi- 

10  speries,  that  is,  the  partie  of  the  hevene 
a-bove  the  erthe  and  the  partie  b^nethe. 
Thise  Almicanteras  ben  compowned  by 
two  and  two,  al-b^it  so  that  on  divers 
Astrolabies  some  Almicanteras  ben  de- 

15  vyded  by  oon,  and  Bome  by  two,  and 
somme  1^  three,  afber  the  qnantite  of  the 
Astrolabie.  This  forseide  senith  is  im- 
agened  to  ben  the  verrey  point  over  the 
crowne  of  thyn  hered ;    and  also  this 

ao  senith  is  the  verrey  pool  of  the  orisonte 
in  every  regionn.  And  for  the  more 
dedaradotm,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

19.  From  this  senith,  as  it  semeth,  ther 
come  a  maner  orokede  strykes  lyke  to 
the  olawes  of  a  loppe,  or  dies  like  to  the 
werk  of  a  womanes  calle,  in  kerving  over- 

5  thwart  the  Almikanteras.  And  thise 
same  strykes  or  divisiouns  ben  doped 


Azimuths.  And  they  devyden  the  ori- 
sonte of  thyn  Astrolabie  in  four  and 
twenty  devisiouns.  And  thise  Azimutz 
serven  to  knowe  the  ooetes  of  the  firma-  10 
ment,  and  to  othre  condusiouns,  tis  for 
to  knowe  the  cenith  of  the  sonne  and  of 
every  sterre.  And  for  more  declaradoun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  Next  thise  azimutz,  under  the 
Cerde  of  Cancer,  ben  ther  twelve  de- 
visiouns embdif,  moche  like  to  the  shap 
of  the  azimutes,  that  shewen  the  spaces 
of  the  houres  of  planetes ;  and  for  more  5 
declaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  The  Biet  of  thyn  Astrolabie  with 
thy  zodiak,  shapen  in  maner  of  a  net 
or  of  a  loppe-webbe  after  the  dde  des- 
oripoioun,  which  thow  mayst  tomen  up 
and  doun  as  thy-sdf  lyketh,  conteneth  5 
certein  nombre  of  sterres  fixes,  with  hir 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determinat ;  3^ 
so  be  that  the  makere  have  nat  erred. 
The  names  of  the  sterres  ben  writen  in 
the  margin  of  the  riet  ther  as  they  sitte  ;  10 
of  whiche  sterres  the  smale  poynt  is 
deped  the  Centre.  And  understond  also 
that  alle  sterres  sittinge  with-in  the 
zodiak    of  thyn   Astrolabie  ben  deped 

'  sterres  of  the  north,'  for  they  arysen  15 
by  northe  the  est  lyne.    And  alle  the 
remenant  fixed,  out  of  the  zodiak,  ben 
deped  '  sterres  of  the  south ; '  but  I  sey 
nat  that  they  arysen  alle  by  southe  the 
est  lyne ;    witnesse   on  Aldeberan   and  ao 
Algomeysa.    (Generally  understond  this 
rewle,  that  thilke  sterres  that  ben  deped 
sterres  of  the  north  arysen  rather  than 
the  degree  of  hir  longitude,  and  alle  the 
sterres  of  the  south   arysen  after   the  35 
degree  of  hir  longitude ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
sterres  fixed  in  thyn  Astrolabie.     The 
mesure  of  this  longitude  of  sterres  is 
taken  in  the  lyne  ediptik  of  hevene, 
under  which  lyne,  whan  that  the  sonne  $0 
and  the  mone  ben  lyne-right  or  dies  in 
the  superfice  of  this  lyne,  than  is  the 
eclips  of  the  sonne  or  of  the  mone ;   as 
I  shal  declare,  and  eek  the  cause  why. 
But  sothly  the  Ediptik  Lyne   of  thy  35 
zodiak  is  the  outtereste  bordure  of  thy 
zodiak,  ther  the  degrees  ben  marked. 
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Thy  Zodiak  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  shapen 
as  a  compas  which  that  conteneth  a  large 

40  bredOf  as  after  the  <iiiantite  of  thyn 
Astrolabie ;  in  ensample  that  the  Bodink 
in  hevene  is  imagened  to  ben  a  snperfioe 
contening  a  latitude  of  twelve  degrees, 
wheras  al  the  remenant  of  ceroles  in  the 

45  hevene  ben  imagined  verr^  lynes  with- 
onte  eny  latitude.  Amiddes  this  celestial 
zodiak  ys  imagined  a  lyne,  which  that  is 
cleped  the  Ecliptik  Lyne,  under  which 
lyne  is  evermo  the  wey  of  the  sonne. 

50  Thus  ben  ther  six  degrees  of  the  codiak 
on  that  oon  side  of  the  lyne,  and  six 
degrees  on  that  other,  lliis  zodiak  is 
devided  in  twelve  principal  devisiouns, 
that  departen  the  twelve  signes.    And, 

55  for  the  streitnes  of  thin  Astrolabie,  than 
is  every  smal  devisioun  in  a  signe  de- 
partid  by  two  degrees  and  two ;  I  mene 
degrees  contening  sixty  minutes.  And 
this  forseide  hevenissh  sodiak  is  cleped 

60  the  Cerole  of  the  Signes,  or  the  Cerde 
of  the  Bestes ;  for  zodia  in  langage  of 
Greek  sowneth  '  bestes '  in  Latin  tonge ; 
and  in  the  sodiak  ben  the  twelve  signes 
that  han  names  of  bestes ;  or  elles,  for 

6s  whan  the  Sonne  entreth  in  any  of  the 
signes,  he  taketh  the  propretee  of  swich 
bestes ;  or  elles,  for  that  the  sterres  that 
ben  there  fixed  ben  disposed  in  signes  of 
bestes,  or  shape  like  bestes;    or  elles, 

70  whan  the  pUmetes  ben  under  thilke 
signes,  they  causen  us  by  hir  influence 
operaoiouns  and  effeotes  lyk  to  the  <^>era- 
oiouns  of  bestes.  And  undersfconde  also, 
that  whan  an  hot  planete  cometh  in*to 

75  an  hot  signe,  than  enoreiseth  his  hete ; 


and  yif  a  planete  be  cold,  thanne  amen- 
useth  his  ooldnesse,  by-cause  of  the  hote 
signe.  And  by  this  oondusioun  maystow 
take  ensample  in  alle  the  signes,  be  they 
moist  or  diye,  or  moeble  or  fix ;  rekening  80 
the  qualitee  of  the  planete  as  I  first 
seide.  And  everich  of  thise  twelve  signes 
hath  respecte  to  a  oertein  paroelle  of  the 
body  of  a  man  and  hath  it  in  governance ; 
as  Aries  hath  thyn  heved,  and  Taurus  thy  85 
nekke  and  thy  throte,  G^eminl  thyn 
armholes  and  Uiyn  armes,  and  so  forth ; 
as  shal  be  shewed  more  pleyn  in  the  fifte 
partie  of  this  tretis.  This  sodiak,  which 
that  is  part  of  the  eighte  spere,  over-  90 
kerveth  the  equinoxial ;  and  he  over- 
kerveth  him  again  in  evene  parties ;  and 
that  on  half  dedineth  southward,  and 
that  other  northward,  as  pleynly  de- 
clareth  the  tretis  of  the  spere.  And  for  95 
more  deolaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

22.  Thanne  hastow  a  label,  that  is 
schai>en  lyk  a  rewle,  save  that  it  is  streit 
and  hath  no  plates  on  either  ende  with 
holes ;  but,  with  the  smale  point  of  the 
forseide  label,  shaltow  oalcule  thyne  5 
equaciouns  in  the  bordure  of  thin  Astro- 
labie, as  by  thyn  almury.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  Thyn  Almury  is  cleped  the  Denticle 
of  Oapricome,  or  elles  the  Calculer.  This 
same  Almury  sit  fix  in  the  heed  of  Capri- 
come,  and  it  serveth  of  many  a  neoes- 
sariecondusioun  in  equaciouns  of  thinges,  5 
as  shal  be  shewed;    and  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
Here  endeth  ifie  detcripcion  of  the 
Atlrolabie, 


PAET  IL 


HxBB  BTomnnr  tbm  Coirai.usToxB  or 

TBM  ASTKOLABXB. 

1.  To /^fnde  the  degree  in  which  the  donne  is 
day  by  day^  ajter  hir  coure  a-boute, 
Bekene  and  knowe  which  is  the  day 
of  thy  monthe ;  and  ley  thy  rewle  up 
that  same  day;  and  thanne  wol  the 
verrmy  point  of  thy  rewle  sitten  in  the 


bordure,  up-on  the  degree  of  thy  sonno.  5 
Ensample  as  thus ;  the  yeer  of  oure  lord 
1391,  the  la  day  of  Ifiarch  at  midday, 
I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
I  soughte  in  the  bak-half  of  myn  Astro- 
labie, and  fond  the  oercle  of  the  dayes,  10 
the  which  I  knowe  l^  the  names  of  the 
monthes  writen  under  the  same  cerde. 
Tho  leide  I  my  rewle  over  this  forseide 
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day,  and  fond  the  point  of  my  rewle  in 
15  the  bordnre  np-on  the  flrste  degree  of 
Aries,  a  litel  with-in  the  degree;  and 
thns  knowe  I  this  conolnsioan.  Another 
day,  I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  my 
Sonne,  and  this  was  at  midday  in  the 
30  13  day  of  Decembre ;  I  fond  the  day  of 
the  monthe  in  maner  as  I  seide ;  tho 
leide  I  my  rewle  np-on  this  forseide  13 
day,  and  fond  the  point  of  my  rewle  in 
the  bordnre  np-on  the  first  degree  of 
35  Capricome,  a  lite  with-in  the  degree ; 
and  than  hadde  I  of  this  oondosioim  the 
ftd  ezperienoe.  And  for  the  more  deolar- 
aoionn,  lo  here  thy  flgfore. 

2.  To  knowe  the  altitude  of  the  eorme^  cr 

ofothre  celeetidl  bodies, 

Pnt  tho  ring  of  thyn  Astrolabie  np-on 

thy  right  thoumbe,  and  tnme  thy  lift 

syde  agayn  the  light  of  the  Sonne.    And 

remeve  thy  rewle  np  and  doon,  til  that 

5  the  stremes  of  the  Sonne  shyne  thorgh 
bothe  holes  of  thy  rewle.  Loke  thanne 
how  many  degrees  thy  rewle  is  areised 
fro  the  litel  crois  np-on  thyn  est  line,  and 
tak  ther  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne.    And 

10  in  this  same.wyse  maistow  knowe  by 
nighte  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  or  of 
brightesterres.  This  chapitre  is  so  general 
ever  in  oon,  that  ther  nedith  no  more 
deolaracion  ;  but  forget  it  nat.    And  for 

15  the  more  deolaraeionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

3.  To  knowe  every  tyme  of  the  day  by  liglU 
of  the  eonne,  and  every  tyme  of  the  night 
by  the  eterres  flxe^  and  eke  to  knowe  by 
niglit  or  by  day  the  degree  of  any  eigne 
that  aatendeth  on  the  Est  OrieonUy  which 
that  ia  cleped  communly  the  Aeeendent^ 
orellea  Oruecypum, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  Sonne  whan 
thee  list,  as  I  have  said ;  and  set  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  in  cas  that  it  be 
by-fom  the  middel  of  the  day,  among 
5  thyn  almikanteras  on  the  est  side  of  thyn 
Astrolabie ;  and  yif  it  be  after  the  middel 
of  the  day,  set  Uie  degree  of  thy  sonne 
up-on  the  west  side ;  tak  this  manere  of 
setting  for  a  general  rewle,  ones  for 
10  evere.     And  whan   thou  hast  set   tho 


degree  of  thy  sonne  up  as  many  almi- 
kanteras of  heyghte  as  was  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  taken  by  thy  rewle,  ley  over 
thy  label,  up-on  the  degree  of  the  sonne  ; 
and  thanne  wol  the  point  of  thy  label  15 
sitten  in  the  bordnre,  np-on  the  verrey 
tyd  of  the  day.  Ensample  as  thus :  the 
yeer  of  oure  lord  1391,  the  12  day  of 
March,  I  wold  knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day. 
I  took  the  altitude  of  my  sonne,  and  20 
fond  that  it  was  35  degrees  and  30  of 
minutes  of  heyghte  in  the  bordnre  on  the 
bak-syde.  Tho  tumede  I  myn  Astrola- 
bie, and  by-cause  that  it  was  by-fom 
midday,  I  tumede  my  riet,  and  sette  the  35 
degree  of  the  sonne,  that  is  to  se3m,  the 
I  degree  of  Aries,  on  the  right  syde  of 
myn  Astrolabie,  up-on  that  35  degrees 
and  30  of  minutes  of  heyghte  among  myn 
almikanteras ;  tho  leido  I  my  label  up-on  3<^ 
the  degree  of  my  sonne,  and  fond  the 
poynte  of  my  label  in  the  bordnre,  up-on 
a  capital  lettre  that  is  cleped  an  X ;  tho 
rekened  I  aUe  the  capitalles  lettres  &o 
the  lyne  of  midnight  un-to  this  forseide  35 
lettre  X,  and  fond  that  it  was  9  of  the 
olokke  of  the  day.  Tho  loked  I  down 
up-on  the  est  orisonte,  and  fond  there 
the  30  degree  of  G^inis  assending; 
which  that  I  tok  for  myn  assendent.  4^ 
And  in  this  wyse  hadde  I  the  experience 
for  ever-mo  in  which  maner  I  sholde 
knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day,  and  eek  myn 
assendent.  Tho  wolde  I  wite  tho  same 
night  folwing  the  hour  of  the  night,  and  45 
wroughte  in  this  wyse.  Among  an  heep 
of  sterris  fixe,  it  lyked  me  for  to  take  the 
altitude  of  the*  feire  white  sterre  that  is 
clei>ed  Alhabor ;  and  fond  hir  sitting  on 
the  west  side  of  the  lyne  of  midday,  50 
fiS  degres  of  heighte  taken  by  my  rewle 
on  the  bak-syde.  Tho  sette  I  the  centre 
of  this  Alhabor  up-on  fiS  degrees  among 
myn  almikanteras,  up-on  the  west  syde  ; 
by-cause  that  she  was  founden  on  the  55 
west  syde.  Tho  leide  I  my  label  over 
the  degree  of  the  sonne  that  was  de- 
scended under  the  weste  orisonte,  and 
rikened  alle  the  lottrcs  capitals  fh>  the 
lyne  of  midday  un-to  the  point  of  my  60 
label  in  the  bordure:  and  fond  that  it 
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was  passed  -fS  of  the  olokke  the  space  of 
fa  degrees.  Tho  loked  I  doun  np-on  myn 
est  orisonte,  and  fond  ther  f  23  degrees  of 

65  Libra  aE»ending,  whom  I  tok  for  myn 
ossendent ;  and  thns  lemed  I  to  knowe 
ones  for  ever  in  which  manere  I  shxdd 
come  to  the  honre  of  the  night  and  to 
myn  assendent ;  as  verreyly  as  may  be 

70  taken  by  so  smal  an  instmment.  But 
natheles,  in  general,  wolde  I  wame  thee 
for  evere,  ne  mak  thee  nevere  bold  to 
have  take  a  jnst  ascendent  by  thyn 
Astrolabie,  or  elles  to  have  set  justly 

75  a  olokke,  whan  any  celestial  body  by 
which  that  thow  wenest  goveme  thilke 
thinges  ben  ney  the  sonth  lyne ;  for  trust 
wel,  whan  that  the  Sonne  is  ney  the 
meridional  lyne,  the  degree  of  the  sonne 

80  renneth  so  longe  consentrik  np-on  the 
almikanteras,  that  sothly  thon  shalt  erre 
fro  the  just  assendent.  The  same  con- 
clnsioun  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  any  sterre 
fix  by  night ;  and  more-over,  by  experi- 

85  ence,  I  wot  wel  that  in  onre  orisonte, 
from  XI  of  the  clokke  nn-to  oon  of  the 
olokke,  in  taking  of  a  jnst  assendent  in 
a  portatif  Astrolabie,  hit  is  to  hard  to 
knowe.    I  mene,  from  11  of  the  olokke 

90  bifom  the  honre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the 
olokke  next  folwing.  And  for  the  more 
dedaradon,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

4.  Special  dedaradon  of  iM  CMendent, 

The  assendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  aUe 
nativitez  as  in  qnestionns  and  eleccionns 
of  tymes,  is  a  thing  which  that  thiso 
astrologiens  gretly  observen ;  wher-fore 

5  me  semeth  oonvenient,  sin  that  I  speke 
of  the  assendent,  to  make  of  it  special 
deolaracionn.  The  assendent  sothly,  to 
take  it  at  the  largeete,  is  thilke  degree 
that  assendeth  at  any  of  thise  forseide 

10  tymea  upon  the  est  orisonte ;  and  there- 
for, yif  that  any  planet  assende  at  that 
same  tyme  in  thilke  for-seide  fdegree  of 
his  longitude,  men  seyn  that  thilke 
plonete  is  in  horoacopo,    Bnt  sothly,  the 

15  hons  of  the  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  firste  hons  or  the  est  angle,  is  a  thing 
more  brood  and  large.  For  after  the 
statntz  of  astrologiens,  what  celestial  body 


that  is  5  degres  above  thilk  degree  that 
assendeth,  or  with-in  that  nonmbre,  that  ao 
is  to  seyn,  nere  the  degree  that  assendeth, 
yit  rikne  they  thilke  planet  in  the  as- 
sendent.  And  what  planete  that  is  under 
thilke  degree  that  assendith  the  space 
of  fas  degrees,  yit  seyn  they  that  thilke  25 
planete  is  lyk  to  him  that  is  in  the  hons 
of  the  assendent ;  bnt  sothly,  yif  he  passe 
the  bondes  of  thise  forseide  spaces,  above 
or  bynethe,  they  seyn  that  the  planete  is 
failling  fro  the  assendent.    Yit  sein  thise  3« 
astrologiens,  that  the  assendent,  and  eke 
the  lord  of  the  assendent,  may  be  shapen 
for  to  be  fortnnat  or  infortnnat,  as  thns  : 
a  fortnnat  assendent  depen  they  whan 
that  no  wikkid  planete,  as  Satnme  or  35 
Hars,  or  elles  the  Tail  of  the  Dragonn, 
is  in  the  hons  of  the  assendent,  ne  that 
no  wikked  planete  have  non  aspecte  of 
enemite  np-on  the  assendent;  bnt  they 
wol   caste   that   they  have   a   fortnnat  40 
planete  in  hir  assendent  and  yit  in  his 
felicitee,  and  than  sey  they  that  it  is  weL 
Forther-over,  they  seyn  that  the  infor- 
tnning  of  an  assendent  is  the  contrarie 
of  thise  forseide  thinges     The  lord  of  45 
the  assendent,  sey  they^  that  he  is  for- 
tnnat, whan  he  is  in  good  place  fro  the 
assendent  as  in  angle ;  or  in  a  snccodont, 
where-as  he  is  in  his  dignitee  and  con- 
forted  with  frendly  aspectes  of  planetes  5P 
and  wel  resceived«  and  eek  that  he  may 
seen  the  assendent,  and  that  he  be  nat 
retrograd  ne  combust,  ne  joigned  with 
no  shrewe  in  the  same  signe ;  ne  that  he 
be  nat  in  his  descencionn.  ne  joigned  with  55 
no  planete  in  his  discenoionn,  ne  havo 
np-on  him  non  aspecte  infortnnat;  and 
than  sey  they  that  he  Is  wel.    Natheles, 
thise  ben  observanncesof  jndidal  matiere 
and  rytes  of  payens,  in  which  my  spirit  60 
ne  hath  no  feith,  ne  no  knowing  of  hir 
horoxopum'f   for   they  seyn  that  every 
signe  is  departed  in  3  evene  parties  by 
10  degrees,  and  thilke  porcionn  they  depe 
a  Face.    And  al-thogh  that  a  planete  65 
have  a  latitude  fro  the  ediptik,  yit  sey 
some  folk,  so  that  the  planete  aryse  in 
that  same  signe  with  any  degree  of  the 
foneide  faoe  in  which  his  longitude  is 
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70  Tekned,  that  yit  is  the  planete  in  horo- 
BcopOj  be  it  in  nativite  or  in  eleooionn,  &o. 
And  for  the  more  deolaracionn,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

5.  To  knowe  fhs  verrey  equacioun  of  tJie 
degree  of  the  eonne^  yif  $0  he  that  it  faUe 
by-twixe  thyn  Almikanteraa, 

For  aa  moche  as  the  almikanteras  in 
thyn  Astrohfcbie  been  compouned  by  two 
and  two,  where-os  some  almikanteras  in 
sondry  Astrohibies  ben  compouned  by 
5  oon  and  oon,  or  elles  by  two  and  two, 
it  is  necessarie  to  thy  leming  to  teche 
thee  first  to  knowe  and  worke  with  thyn 
owne  instrument.  Wher-for,  whan  that 
the  degree  of  thy  Sonne  falleth  by-twixe 

10  two  almikanteras,  or  elles  yif  thyn  almi- 
kanteras ben  graven  with  over  grot 
a  point  of  a  compas,  (for  bothe  thise 
thinges  may  oausen  errour  as  wel  in 
knowing  of  the  tyd  of  the  day  as  of  the 

15  verrey  assendent),  thou  most  werken 
in  this  wyse.  Set  the  degree  of  thy 
Sonne  up-on  the  heyer  almikanteras 
of  bothe,  and  waite  wel  wher  as  thin 
almury  touoheth  the  bordure,  and  set 

ao  ther  a  prikke  of  inke.  Set  doun 
agayn  the  degree  of  thy  Sonne  np-on 
the  nethere  almikanteras  of  bothe,  and 
set  ther  another  prikke.  Bemewe  thanne 
thyn  almury  in  the  bordure  evene  amid- 

35  des  bothe  prikkes,  and  this  wol  lede 
justly  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  to  sitte 
by-twixe  bothe  almikanteras  in  his  right 
place.  Ley  thanne  thy  label  over  the 
degree  of  thy  sonne;    and  find  in  the 

30  bordure  the  verrey  tyde  of  the  day  or  of 
the  night.  And  as  verreyly  shaltow 
finde  up-on  thyn  est  orisonte  thyn  assen- 
dent. And  for  more  declaraoioun,  lo 
here  thy  figure. 

6.  7b  knowe  the  epring  of  ike  danoing  and 
the  ende  of  the  evening^  the  which  ben 
caUed  the  two  creptteeuUi : 

Set  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  up^m  18 
degrees  of  heighte  among  thyn  almikan- 
teras on  the  west  flyde,  and  ley  thy  label 
on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne,  and  thanne 
5  shal  the  poynt  of  thy  label  sohewe  the 
spring  of  day.    Also  set  the  nadir  of  thy 


Sonne  np-on  18  degrees  of  heighte  a-mong 
th3m  almikanteras  on  the  est  side,  and 
ley  over  thy  label  ux>-on  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne,  and  with  the  point  of  thy  label  10 
find  in  the  bordure  the  ende  of  the 
evening,  that  is,  verrey  night.  The  nadir 
of  the  Sonne  is  thilke  degree  that  is 
opx>osit  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  in  the 
seven  the  signe,  as  thus:  every  d^rree  15 
of  Aries  by  ordre  is  nadir  to  every  degree 
of  Libra  by  ordre ;  and  Taurus  to  Scor- 
pion; Gemini  to  Sagittare;  Cancer  to 
Capricome ;  Leo  to  Aquarie ;  Virgo  to 
Pisces ;  and  yif  any  degree  in  thy  sodiak  ao 
be  dirk,  his  nadir  shal  declare  him.  And 
for  the  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

7.  To  knowe  the  arch  of  ihA  day^  that  $ome 
folk  oaUen  the  day  arU/ldcUj  from  the 
eonne  arywing  tU  hit  go  to  reete. 
Set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-on  thyn 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the  poynt 
of  thy  label  in  the  bordure  set  a  prikke. 
Turn  thanne   thy  net   aboute   til   the  5 
degree  of  the  sonne  sit  up-on  the  west 
orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label   up-on    the 
same  degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the 
point  of  thy  label  set  a-nother  prikke. 
Bekne  thanne  the  quantitee  of  tyme  in  10 
the  bordure  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and 
tak  ther  thyn  ark  of  the  day.    The  reme- 
nant  of  the  bordure  under  the  orisonte  is 
the  ark  of  the  night.     Thus  maistow 
rekne  bothe  arches,  or   eveiy  porcion,  ts 
of  whether  that  thee  lyketh.    And  by 
this  manere  of  wsnrking  maistow  see  how 
longe  that  any  sterre  fix  dwelleth  a-bove 
the  erthe,  fro  tyme  that  he  lyseth  til  he 
go  to  reste.    But  the  day  natural,  that  m 
is  to  seyn  34  houres,  is  the  revducioun  of 
the  equinoxial  with  as  moche  partie  of 
the  Bodiak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propre 
moevinge  passeth   in  the  mene  whyle. 
And  for  the  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  as 
thy  figure. 

a  7b  turn  the  hattree  in-equalee  in  hovree 
equalee, 
Knowe  the  nombre  of  the  degrees  in 
the  houres  in-equales,  and  departe  hem 
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hy  15,  ftnd  tak  iher  thyn  honres  equales. 
And  for  the  more  dedaraoioan,  lo  here 
5  thyfigore. 

9.  To  knofoe  the  qiumtUee  of  the  day  vul- 

gare^  that  is  to  aeym,  from  tpring  cf  the 

day  un4o  verrey  night. 

Know  the  qnantitee  of  thy  crepnscnlii, 

BB  I  have  taught  in  the  ohapitre  bi-fom, 

and  adde  hem  to  the  arch  of  thy  day 

artificial ;  and  tak  ther  the  space  of  alle 

5  the  hole  day  vnlgar,  un-to  verrey  night. 

The  same   manere   maystow  worke,  to 

knowe  the  quantitee  of  the  vulgar  night. 

And  for  the  more  declaraoionii,  lo  here 

the  figure. 

10.  To  knowe  the  guantUe  of  houree 

ineguaUs  by  day, 

Understond  wel,  that  thise  honrea  in- 

eqoalea  ben  deped  honrea  of  planetee, 

and  tindexvtond  wel  that  som-tyme  ben 

they  lengere  by  da^  than  l^  night,  and 

5  som-tyme  the  contrarie.  But  imderstond 
wel,  iha,t  evermo,  generaly,  the  hour  in- 
equal  of  the  day  with  the  houre  in-equal 
of  the  night  contenen  y>  degrees  of  the 
bordure,    whiohe    bordure    is    ever-mo 

10  answering  to  the  degrees  of  the  equi- 
noxial ;  wher-for  departe  the  arch  of  the 
day  artificial  in  12,  and  tak  ther  the 
quantitee  of  the  houre  in-equal  by  day. 
And  yif  thow  abate  the  quantitee  of  the 

15  houre  in-equal  by  daye  out  of  30,  than 
shal  the  remenant  that  leveth  performe 
the  houre  inequal  by  night.  And  for 
the  more  dedaraoioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

11.  To  knotoe  the  guantite  cf  houree  equaUs. 
The  quantitee  of  houres  equales,  that 
is  to  seyn,  the  houres  of  the  olokke,  ben 
departed  by  15  degrees  al-redy  in  the 
bordure  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  wel  by 
5  night   as   hy   day,  generaly  for   evere. 
What  nedeth  more  deolaracioun  ?  Wher- 
for,  whan  thee  list  to  know  how  manye 
houres  of  the  olokke  ben  passed,  or  any 
part  of  any  of  thise  houres  thai  ben 
10  passed,  or  elles   how  many  houres   or 
partie  of  houres  ben  to  oome,  fro  swich 
a  tyme  to  swich  a  tyme,  by  day  or  by 
nighle,  knowe  the  degree  of  thy  sonne, 


and  ley  thy  label  on  it ;  tume  thy  riet 
abonte  joyntly  with  thy  label,  and  with  15 
the  point  of  it  rekne  in  the  bordure  tto 
the  Sonne  aiyse  un-to  the  same  place 
ther  thou  decdrest,  by  day  as  hy  nighte. 
This  oondusioun  wol  I  declare  in  the 
lastechapitreaf  the  4  partie  of  this  tretis  jo 
so  openly,  that  ther  shal  lakke  no  worde 
that  nedeth  to  the  deolaracioun.  And 
for  the  more  dedaradoun,  lo  here  tha 
figure. 

12.  Special  dedaradoun  of  the  houree 
cfplanetee. 

Understond  wel,  that  ever»>mo,  fro  the 
arysing  of  the  Sonne  til  it  go  to  reste,  the 
nadir  of  the  sonne  shal  shewe  the  houre 
of  the  planete,  and  fro  that  tyme  forward 
al  the  night  til  the  sonne  aryse ;  than  5 
shal  the  verrey  degree  of  the  sonne  shewe 
the  houre  of  the  planete.  Ensample  as 
thus.  The  13  day  of  Karch  fil  up-on  a 
Saterday  per  aventure,  and,  at  the  aris- 
ing of  the  Sonne,  I  fond  the  secounde  lu 
degree  of  Aries  sitting  up-on  myn  est 
orisonte,  al-be-it  that  it  was  but  lite; 
than  fond  I  the  a  degree  of  Libra,  nadir 
of  my  Sonne,  dessending  on  my  west 
orisonte,  up-on  which  west  orisonte  every  15 
day  generally,  at  the  sonne  ariste,  entroth 
the  houre  of  any  planete,  after  which 
planete  the  day  bereth  his  name ;  and 
endeth  in  the  nexte  stryk  of  the  plate 
under  the  forsdde  west  orisonte ;  and  30 
evere,  as  the  sonne  dimbeth  uppere  and 
uppere,  so  goth  his  nadir  dounere  and 
dounere,  teohing  by  swioh  strykes  the 
houres  of  planetes  by  ordre  as  they  sitten 
in  the  hevene.  The  first  houre  inequal  35 
of  every  Satterday  is  to  Satume ;  and 
the  secounde,  to  Jupiter ;  the  3,  to  Mars ; 
the  4,  to  the  Sonne ;  the  5,  to  Venus ;  the 
6,  to  Mercurius ;  the  7,  to  the  Hone  ;  and 
thanne  agayn,  the  8  is  to  Satume ;  the  9,  30 
to  Jupiter;  the  10,  to  Mars;  the  11,  to 
the  Sonne;  the  la,  to  Venus;  and  now 
is  my  Sonne  gon  to  reste  as  for  that 
Setterday.  Thanne  sheweth  the  verrey 
degree  of  the  sonne  the  houre  of  Mercuric  35 
entring  under  my  west  orisonte  at  eve ; 
and  next  him  succedeth  the  Mone ;  and  so 
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forth,  by  ordre,  planete  after  planete,  in 
hoore  after  houre,  al  the  night  longe  til  the 

40  Sonne  aayae.  Now  zyseth  the  Bonne  that 
Sonday  hy  the  morwe ;  and  the  nadir  of 
the  Sonne,  np-on  the  west  orizonte, 
sheweth  me  the  entring  of  the  honre  of 
the  forseide  sonne.    And  in  this  maner 

45  suocedeth  planete  under  planete,  fro 
Satnme  nn-to  the  Mone,  and  fro  the 
Hone  np  a-gayn  to  Satnme,  honre  after 
hoore  generaly.  And  thns  knowe  I  this 
conclnsionn.    And  for  the  more  declara- 

50  donn,  lo  here  the  flgore. 

18.  To  knowe  the  aUUude  of  the  tonne  in 
middee  of  the  day^  that  i$  cleped  the 
aUiiude  meridian. 

Set  the  degree  of  the  sonne  np-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikene  how  many 
degrees  of  almikanteras  ben  by-twixe 
thyn  est  orisonte  and  the  degree  of  the 
5  sonne.  And  tak  ther  thyn  altitude 
meridian ;  this  is  to  seyne,  the  heyest  of 
the  sonne  as  for  that  day.  So  maystow 
knowe  in  the  same  lyne,  the  heyest 
conrs  that  any  sterre  fix  dimbeth  by 
10  night ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  whan  any 
sterre  fix  is  passed  tiie  lyne  meridional, 
than  by-ginneth  it  to  descende,  and  so 
doth  the  Sonne.  And  for  the  more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  To  knotoe  the  degree  of  iha  sonne  by 
thy  rietf  for  a  maner  curioeitee^  (Src 

Sek  bynily  with  thy  rewle  the  heyest 
of  the  Sonne  in  midde  of  the  day ;  tome 
thanne  thyn  Astrolabie,  and  with  a 
prikke  of  ink  marke  the  nombre  of  that 

5  same  altitude  in  the  lyne  meridional. 
Tume  thanne  thy  riet  aboute  til  thou 
fynde  a  degree  of  thy  sodiak  aoording 
with  the  prikke,  this  is  to  seyn,  sittinge 
on  the  prikke ;  and  in  sooth,  thou  shalt 

10  finde  but  two  degrees  in  al  the  sodiak 
of  that  oondioionn ;  and  yit  thilke  two 
degrees  ben  in  diverse  signes;  than 
maistow  lightly  by  the  sesoun  of  the  yere 
knowe  the  eigne  in  whiohe  that  is  the 

15  sonne.  And  for  the  more  dedazaoioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 


16.  To  know  which  day  is  lyk  to  which  day 
as  of  lengthen  dx. 
Loke  whiche  degrees  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro 
the  hevedes  of  Cancer  and  Capricorn ; 
and  lok,  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  of 
thilke  degrees,  than  ben  the  dayes  y-lyke 
of  lengthe.  This  is  to  seyn,  that  as  long  5 
is  that  day  in  that  monthe,  as  was  swioh 
a  day  in  swich  a  month ;  ther  varieth 
but  lite.  Also,  yif  thou  tiake  two  dayes 
naturaly  in  the  yeer  y-lyke  fer  fro  eyther 
pointe  of  the  equinoxial  in  the  opposit  10 
parties,  than  as  long  is  the  day  artificial 
of  that  on  day  as  is  the  night  of  that 
othere,  and  the  oontrarie.  And  for  the 
more  dedaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  This  chapitre  i$  a  maner  declaradoun 

to  condusiouna  thatfolwen, 
Understond  wel   that   thy  zodiak   is 
departid  in  two  halfe  cerdes,  as  frt>  the 
heved  of  Capricome  un-to  the  heved  of 
Cancer ;  and  aga3mward  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  un-to  the  heved  of  Capricome.  5 
The  heved  of  Capricome  is  the  lowest 
point,  wher-as  the  sonne  goth  in  winter ; 
and  the  heved  of  Cancer  is  the  heyest 
point,  in  whiche  the  sonne  goth  in  somer. 
And  ther-for  understond  wel,  that  any  10 
two  degrees  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  any 
of  thise  two  hevedes,   truste  wd  that 
thilke  two  degrees  ben  of  y-lyke  dedi- 
nadoun,  be  it  southward  or  northward ; 
and  the   dayes  of  hem  ben  y-lyke  of  15 
lengthe,  and  the  nightes  also;  and  the 
shadwes  y-lyke,  and  the  altitudes  y-lyke 
at  midday   for   evere.    And   for   more 
declaradoun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

17.  To  knowe  the  verrey  degree  of  any 
maner  eterre  etraunge  or  unstroMnge  after 
hie  UmgUude,  though  he  be  indeterminat 
in  thyn  Aetrtilabie  ;  eothly  to  the  trowthe^ 
thus  he  ehal  be  knowe, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  this  sterre  whan  he 
is  on  the  est  side  of  the  lyne  meridional, 
as  ney  as  thou  mayst  gesse;  and  tak 
an  assendent  a-non  right  by  som  maner 
sterre  fix  which  that  thou  knowest ;  and  5 
f(Msget  nat  the  altitude  of  the  firste  sterre, 
ne  thyn  assendent.  And  whan  that  this 
is  don,  espye  diligently  whan  this  same 
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firste  sterre  paoseth  any-tliing  the  soath 
10  westward,  and  hath  him  a-non  right  in 
the  same  nonmbre  of  altitnde  on  the 
west  Bide  of  this  lyne  meridional  as  he 
was  caught  on  the  est  side ;   and  tak 
a  newe  assendent  a-non  right  by  som 
15  manor  sterre  fixe  which  that  thou  know- 
est;  and  for-get  nat  this  seeoande  as- 
sendent.   And  whan  that  this  is  don, 
rikne  thanne  how  manye  degrees  ben 
by-twize   the  firste  assendent  and  the 
x>  seconde   assendent,  and  rikne  wd  the 
middel  degree  by-twene  bothe  assendentes, 
and  set  thilke  middel  degree  np^on  thin 
est  orisonte;   and  waite    thanne  what 
degree  that   sit  np-on   the  lyne  meri- 
ts dional,  and  tak  ther  the  verrey  degree 
of  the  eclii>tik  in  which  the  sterre  stond- 
eth  for  the  tyme.    For  in  the  eoliptik 
is    the    longitude   of  a   celestial   body 
rekened,  evene  fro  the  heved  of  Aries 
30  nn-to  the  ende  of  Pisces.  And  his  latitude 
is  rikned  afker  the  quantltee  of  his  deoli- 
naoion,   north   or  south   to-warde   the 
poles  of  this  world ;  as  thus.    Yif  it  be 
of  the  Sonne  or  of  any  fix  sterre,  rekene 
35  his  latitude  or  his  deolinacioun  fro  the 
equinozial  oerole;    and  yif  it  be  of  a 
planete,  rekne  than  the  quantitee  of  his 
latitude  fro  the  ecliptlk  lyne.    Al-be-it 
so  that  fro  the  equinozial  may  the  deoli- 
40  nacion  or  the  latitude  of  any  body  celes- 
tial be  rikned,  after  the  site  north  or 
south,  and  after  the  quantitee  of  his  de- 
dinadon.   And  right  so  may  the  latitude 
or  the  dedinaoion  of  any  body  celestial, 
45  save  only  of  the  Sonne,  after  his  site 
north  or  south,  and  after  the  quantitee 
of  his  declinacioun,  be  rekned  f^  the 
ecUptik  lyne ;  fro  which  lyne  alle  planetes 
som  tyme  deolynen  north  or  south,  save 
50  only  the  for^eide  Sonne.    And  for  the 
more  dedaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

18.  To  knowe  the  deffreeg  of  the  UmgUudee 
iif  fiste  Herree  after  that  tkey  hen  deter- 
minat  in  thin  AdrUabie,  yif  bo  he  that 
they  hen  treuAy  eet. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  tak  keep  of  thy 
xodiak,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any  signe 


that  sit  on  the  same  lyne  meridional  at 
that  same  tyme,  and  tak  the  degree  in  5 
which  the  sterre  standeth ;  and  with 
that  same  degree  oomth  that  same  sterre 
un-to  that  same  lyne  fjro  the  orisonte. 
And  for  more  deolaradoun,  lo  here  thy 
figure.  10 

19.  To  knowewithfohich  degree  cf^eeodiak 
amy  eterrejixe  in  thyn  Astrolabie  aryaeth 
ifp-ofi  the  eet  orisonte^  al4hogh  his  dweU- 
ing  he  in  ci^tother  eigne. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
est  orisonte,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any 
signe  that  sit  up-on  the  same  orisonte  at 
that  same  tyme.  And  tmderstond  wel, 
that  with  that  same  degree  arsmeth  that  5 
same  sterre;  and  this  merv^Uous  arysing 
with  a  strange  degree  in  another  signe 
is  by-oause  that  the  latitude  of  the  sterre 
fix  is  dther  north  or  south  fro  the  equi- 
nozial. But  sothly,  the  latitudes  of  10 
planetes  ben  oomunly  rekned  fro  the 
ediptik,  bi-cause  that  non  of  hem  de- 
olineth  but  fewe  degrees  out  fro  the  brede 
of  the  lodiak.  And  tak  good  keep  of 
this  ohapitre  of  aiysing  of  the  celestial  15 
bodies ;  for  truste  wel,  that  neyther  mono 
ne  sterre  as  in  cure  embelif  orisonte 
aryseth  with  that  same  degree  of  his 
longitude,  save  in  00  cas;  and  that  is, 
whan  they  have  no  latitude  fro  the  ^ 
ecliptik  lyne.  But  natheles,  som  tyme 
is  everiche  of  thise  planetes  under  the 
same  lyne.  And  for  more  deolaradoun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  To  kmowe  the  dedinacioun  of  any  degree 
in  the  sodiak  J)ro  the  eq¥inoxial  eerde^  <£c 

Set  the  degree  of  any  signe  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikne  his  altitude 
in  almikanteras  fro  the  est  orisonte  up 
to  the  same  degree  set  in  the  fbrsdde 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  up  5 
thanne  thy  net,  and  set  the  heved  of 
Aries  or  libra  in  the  same  meridional 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a-nother  prikke.  And 
whan  that  this  is  don,  considers  the 
altitudes  of  hem  bothe ;  for  sothly  the  lu 
difference  of  thilke  altitudes  is  the  deoU- 
nacion  of  thilke  degree  fro  the  equinozial. 
And  yif  so  be  that  thilke  degree  be  north- 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 


4o8 


Zit  JRe(roto0e:  (patt  ii. 


ward  fro  the  equinoxiftl,    than    is    his 
15  deolinaoion  north ;  yif  it  be  southward, 
than  is  it  south.    And   for  the   more 
deolaracioon,  lo  here  thy  flgore. 

21.  To  knowe  /or  whai  laJUbide  in  any 
rogioun  the  almikaiUer<u  af  any  table 
hen  compouned, 

Bikne  how  manye  degrees  of  almikan- 
teriM,  in  the  meridional  lyne,  be  fro  the 
cerole  eqidnoxial  nn-to  the  senith;  or 
ellesfro  the  pool  artik  nn-to  the  north 
5  orisonte ;  and  for  so  gret  a  latitude  or  for 
so  smal  a  latitude  is  the  table  componned. 
And  for  more  declaracion,  lo  here  thy 
flgore. 

22.  To  knowe  in  epeeial  the  latitude  of 
ome  ootintroy,  I  mene  ajter  the  latitude 
c/Oxei\/i)rd^  and  the  heighte  Qfourepol, 
Understond  wel,  that  as  fbr  is  the  heved 

of  Aries  or  libra  in  the  equinoxial  from 
oure  orisonte  as  is  the  senith  from  the  pole 
artik ;  and  as  hey  is  the  pol  artik  tro  the 
5  orisonte,  as  the  equinoxial  is  fer  fro  the 
senith.  I  prove  it  thus  by  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford.  Understond  wel,  that  the 
heyghte  of  oure  pool  artik  fro  oure  north 
orisonte  is  51  degrees  and  50  minutes; 
10  than  is  the  senith  from  oure  pool  artik 
38  degrees  and  10  minutes ;  than  is  the 
equinoxial  from  oure  senith  51  degrees 
and  50  minutes;  than  is  oure  south 
orisonte  frt>m  oure  equinoxial  38  degrees 
15  and  10  minutes.  Understond  wel  this 
rekning.  Also  for-get  nat  that  the  senith 
is  90  degrees  of  heyghte  fro  the  orisonte, 
and  oure  equinoxial  is  90  degr^  from 
oure  pool  artik.  Also  this  shorte  rewle 
ao  is  soth,  that  the  latitude  of  any  place  in 
a  regioun  is  the  distance  fro  the  senith 
unto  the  equinoxial  And  for  more 
dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
28.  To  prove  evidently  the  latitude  (nf  any 

place  in  a  rtgioun^  hy  the  prtve  of  the 

heyghte  c/  the  pol  artik  in  that  $ame 

place. 

In  some  winters  night,  whan  the  fir- 
mament isolere  and  thikke-sterred,  waite 
a  tyme  til  that  any  sterre  fix  sit  lyne-right 
perpendiouler   over  the  pol  artik,  and 
S  olepe  that  sterre  A.    And  wajrte  a-nothor 


sterre  that  sit  lyne-right  under  A,  and 
under  the  pol,  and  depe  that  sterre  F. 
And  understond  wel,  that  F  is  nat  con- 
sidered but  only  to  declare  that  A  sit 
evene  overe  the  pooL  Tak  thanne  a^non  10 
right  the  altitude  of  A  from  the  orisonte, 
and  forget  it  nat.  Lat  A  and  F  go  farwel 
til  agayns  the  dawening  a  gret  whyle; 
and  oome  thanne  agayn,  and  abyd  tU 
that  A  is  evene  under  the  pol  and  under  15 
F ;  for  sothly,  than  wol  F  sitte  over  the 
pool,  and  A  wol  sitte  under  the  pool. 
Tak  than  efb-sones  the  altitude  of  A  from 
the  orisonte,  and  note  as  wel  his  seconnde 
altitude  as  his  firste  altitude ;  and  whan  90 
that  this  is  don,  rikne  how  manye  degrees 
that  the  firste  altitude  of  A  excedeth 
his  seoonde  altitude,  and  tak  half  thilke 
poroionn  that  is  exoeded,  and  adde  it  to 
his  seconde  altitude ;  and  tak  ther  the  2$ 
elevaoionn  of  thy  pool,  and  eke  the 
latitude  of  thy  regioun.  For  tliise  two 
ben  of  a  nombre;  this  is  to  seyn,  as 
many  degrees  as  thy  pool  is  elevat,  so 
michel  is  the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  $0 
Ensample  as  thus:  par  aventure,  the 
altitude  of  A  in  the  evening  is  56  degrees 
ofhoyghte.  Than  wol  his  seconde  altitude 
or  the  dawing  be  48 ;  that  is  8  lasse  than 
56,  that  was  his  firste  altitude  at  even.  35 
Take  thanne  the  half  of  8,  and  adde  it  to 
48,  that  was  his  seconde  altitude,  and 
than  hastow  53.  Now  hastow  the  heyghte 
of  thy  pd,  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  understond  wel,  that  to  prove  this  4o 
condusionn  and  many  a^nother  fair  con- 
dusioun,  thou  most  have  a  plomet  hang- 
ing on  a  lyne  heyer  than  thin  heved 
on  a  perohe;  and  thilke  lyne  mot 
hange  evene  perpendiouler  by-twixe  the  45 
pool  and  thyn  eye ;  and  thanne  shaltow 
seen  yif  A  ^tte  evene  over  the  pool  and 
over  F  at  evene ;  and  also  yif  F  sitte 
evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A  or  day. 
And  fijr  more  declaradon,'  lo  here  thy  50 
figure. 

24.  Another  conduaioun  to  prove  the  heyghte 
of  the  pool  artik  fro  the  orisonte, 

Tak  any  sterre  fixe  that  nevere  dis- 
sendeth  under  the  orisonte   In   thilke 
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regionn,  and  considere  his  heyest  altitude 
and  his  lowest  altitnde  fi:o  the  oxisonte ; 
5  and  make  a  nombre  of  bothe  thise  alti- 
tudes. Tak  thanne  and  abate  half  that 
nombre,  and  tak  ther  the  elevaoioun  of 
the  i>ol  artik  in  that  same  regioun.  And 
for  more  dedaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  A-nother  eonduaUnm  to  prove  the 
UaUude  of  ike  regioun,  Ac 

Understond  wel  that  the  latitude  of 
any  place  in  a  regioun  is  verreyly  the 
space  by-twixe  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  and  the  equinoxial  cerkle, 

5  north  or  southe,  taking  the  mesure  in 
the  meridional  lyne,  as  sheweth  in  the 
almikanteras  of  thyn  Astrolabie.  And 
thilke  space  is  as  moche  as  the  pool  artik 
is  hey  in  the  same  place  fro  the  orisonto. 

10  And  than  is  the  depressioun  of  the  pol 
antartik,  that  is  to  seyn,  than  is  the  pol 
antartik  by-nethe  the  orisonte,  the  same 
quantite  of  space,  neither  more  ne  lasse. 
Thanne,  yif  thow  desire  to  knowe  this 

15  latitude  of  the  regioun,  tak  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  in  the  middel  of  the  day, 
whan  the  sonne  is  in  the  hevedos  of 
Aries  or  of  Libra;  (for  thanne  moeveth 
the  Sonne  in  the  lyne  equinoxial);  and 

30  abate  the  nombre  of  that  same  sonnes 
altitude  out  of  90,  and  thanne  is  the 
remenaunt  of  the  noumbre  that  leveth 
the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  As  thus: 
I  suppose  that  the  sonne  is  thilke  day 

2$  at  noon  38  degrees  and  10  minutes  of 
heyghte.  Abate  thanne  thise  degrees  and 
minutes  out  of  90 ;  so  leveth  there  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  the  latitude. 
I  sey  nat  this  but  for  ensample ;  for  wel 

30  I  wot  the  latitude  of  Oxenforde  is  oertein 
minutes  lasse,  as  I  mighte  prove.  Now 
yif  so  be  that  thee  semeth  to  long  a  tary- 
inge,  to  abyde  til  that  the  sonne  be  in 
the  hevedes  of  Aries  or  of  libra,  thanne 

35  waite  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  other 
degree  of  the  zodiok,  and  considere  the 
degree  of  liis  declinacion  fro  the  equi- 
noxial lyne ;  and  yif  it  so  be  that  the 
sonnes  declinacion  be  northward  fro  the 

40  equinoxial,  abate  thanne  fro  the  sonnes 
altitude  at  noon  the  nombre  of  his  de- 


clinacion, and  thanne  hastow  the  hoyghte 
of  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra.  As 
thus :  my  sonne  is,  par  aventure,  in  the 
ffirste  degree  of  Leonn,  f 58  degrees  and  45 
10  minutes  of  heyghte  at  noon  and  his 
declinacion  is  almost  f^  degrees  north- 
ward fW)  the  equinoxial;  abate  thanne 
thilke  fao  degrees  of  declinacion  out 
of  the  altitude  at  noon,  than  leveth  thee  50 
38  degrees  and  odde  minutes ;  lo  ther  the 
heved  of  Aries  or  Libra,  and  thyn  equi- 
noxial in  that  regioun.  Also  yif  so  be 
that  the  sonnes  dedinaoioun  be  south- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial,  adde  thanne  55 
thilke  declinacion  to  the  altitude  of  the 
sonne  at  noon  ;  and  tak  ther  the  hevedes 
of  Aries  and  Libra,  and  thyn  equinoxiaL 
Abate  thanne  the  hejrghte  of  the  equi- 
noxial out  of  90  degrees,  and  thanne  ^ 
leveth  there  the  distans  of  the  pole,  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  of  that  regioun 
fro  the  equinoxiaL  Or  elles,  yif  thee 
lest,  take  the  heyesi  altitude  tro  the 
equinoxial  of  any  sterre  fix  that  thou  65 
k  newest,  and  tak  his  nethero  elongacioun 
lengthing  fro  the  same  equinoxial  lyne, 
and  wirke  in  the  manor  forseid.  And 
for  more  declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  Dedaradoun  of  the  amentioun  of 
eignee^  Ac, 

The  excellence  of  the  spere  solide, 
amonges  other  noUe  oonolusiouns,  shew- 
eth manifeste  the  diverse  assenciotms 
of  signes  in  diverse  places,  as  wel  in  the 
righte  cerde  as  in  the  embelif  oerde.  5 
Thise  auctours  wryten  that  thilke  signe 
is  deped  of  right  asoensioun,  with  which 
more  part  of  the  oerde  equinoxial  and 
lasse  part  of  the  sodiak  ascendeth ;  and 
thilke  signe  assendeth  embelif,  with  10 
whiohe  lasse  part  of  the  equinoxial  and 
more  part  of  the  sodiak  assendeth. 
Ferther-over  they  seyn,  that  in  thilke 
cuntrey  where  as  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  is  in  the  equinoxial  lyne,  15 
and  her  oriaonte  passing  by  the  poles 
of  this  worlde,  thilke  folke  ban  this  right 
cercle  and  the  right  orisonto ;  and  evere- 
mo  the  arch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
night  is  ther  y-like  long,  and  the  sonne  ao 
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twyes  every  yoer  passinge  thorow  the 
Benith  of  her  heved ;  and  two  someres 
and  two  winteres  in  a  yeer  han  this 
foraeide  poeple.    And  the  almikanteras 

as  in  her  Astrolabies  ben  stroighte  as  a  lyne, 
so  as  sheweth  in  this  figure.  The  utilite 
to  knowe  the  assencioons  in  the  righte 
cercle  is  this :  troste  wel  that  by  media- 
cioon  of  thilke  assenciotins  thise  astro- 

30  logiens,  by  hir  tables  and  hir  instm- 
mentc,  knowen  verreyly  the  assencionn 
of  e  vexy  degree  and  minnt  in  al  the  sodiakf 
as  shal  be  shewed.  And  tioto,  that  this 
forseid   righte   orisonte,  that  is  cleped 

35  orison  rectum,  divydeth  the  eqninoxial 
in-to  right  angles ;  and  the  embelif  ori- 
sonte,  wher-as  the  i>ol  is  enhaosed  itp-on 
the  orisonte,  overkerveth  the  eqninoxial 
in  embelif  angles,  as  sheweth  in  the  figure. 

40  And  for  the  more  declaracionn,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

27.  Thia  i$  th6  coneluaioun  to  knowe  the 
aeeendouna  of  eignee  in  the  right  cercle, 
that  i$,  circtdua  directua,  Ac. 

Set  the  heved  of  what  signe  thee  liste 
to  knowe  his  assending  in  the  right  cercle 
up-on  the  lyne  meridional ;  and  waite 
wher  thyn  almory  toncheth  the  bordore, 
5  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tome  thanne  thy 
riet  westward  til  that  the  ende  of  the 
forseide  signe  sitte  np-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  and  efl-sones  waite  wher  thyn 
almoxy  toncheth  the  bordnre,  and  set 

10  ther  another  prikke.  Bikne  thanne  the 
nombre  of  degrees  in  the  bordnre  by- 
twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  the  assen- 
cionn of  the  signe  in  the  right  cerde. 
And   thns  maystow  wyrke  with  every 

15  pordonn  of  thy  zodiak,  &c  And  for  the 
more  dedaracionn,  lo  here  thy  fignre. 

28.  ToJcnowetheae$encion$€feigne$inthe 
embelif  cercle  in  every  regiotm,  I  mene, 
in  drctUo  obUquo, 

Set  the  heved  of  the  signe  which  as 
thoe  list  to  knowe  his  ascensioun  up-on 
the  est  orisonte,  and  waite  wher  thyn 
almury  toncheth  the  bordnre,  and  set 
5  ther  a  prikke.  Tome  thanne  thy  riet 
upward  til  that  the  ende  of  the  same 


signe  sitte  np-on  the  est  orisonte,  and 
waite  eft-sones  wher  as  thyn  almury 
toncheth  the  bordnre,  and  set  ther 
a-nother  prikke.  Bikne  thanne  the  10 
noumbre  of  degrees  in  the  bordnre  by- 
twize  bothe  prlkkes,  and  tak  ther  the 
assendoun  of  the  signe  in  the  embelif 
cerde.  And  nnderstond  wel,  that  alle 
signes  in  thy  asodiak,  fro  the  heved  of  15 
Aries  unto  the  ende  of  Virgo,  ben  deped 
signes  of  the  north  fro  the  equinozial ; 
and  these  signes  arysen  by-twixe  the 
verrey  est  and  the  verrey  north  in  oure 
orisonte  generaly  for  evere.  And  alle  so 
signes  frx>  the  heved  of  Libra  un-to  the 
ende  of  Pisces  ben  cleped  signes  of  the 
south  fro  the  eqninoxial ;  and  thise  signes 
arysen  ever-mo  by-twixe  the  verrey  est 
and  the  verrey  south  in  oure  orisonte.  25 
Also  every  signe  by-twixe  the  heved  of 
Caprioome  un-to  the  ende  of  Geminis 
aiyseth  on  oure  orisonte  in  Ixisse  than  two 
houres  eqnales ;  and  thise  same  signes, 
fro  the  heved  of  Caprioome  un-to  the  30 
ende  of  Geminis,  ben  cleped  *tortuos 
signes  *  or  *  croked  signes,*  for  they  arisen 
embelif  on  oure  orisonte  ;  and  tliise  cro- 
kede  signes  ben  obedient  to  the  signes 
that  ben  of  right  assencionn.  The  signes  35 
of  right  assendoun  ben  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  to  the  fende  of  Sagittare;  and 
thise  signes  arysen  more  upright,  and  they 
ben  called  eke  sovereyn  signes;  and 
everich  of  hem  aryseth  in  more  space  40 
than  in  two  houres.  Of  which  signes, 
Gemini  obeyeth  to  Cancer ;  and  Taurus 
to  Leo;  Aries  to  Virgo ;  Pisces  to  Libra ; 
Aquarius  to  Scorpioun ;  and  Capricome 
to  Sagittare.  And  thus  ever-mo  two  45 
signes,  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  the  heved 
of  Capricome,  obeyen  everich  of  hem  til 
other.  And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

29.  To  knowe  Justly  the  foure  quarters  of 
the  world,  as  est,  west,  north,  and  eowth. 

Take  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  and  note  wd  the  quarter  of  the 
world  in  which  the  sonne  is  for  the  tyme 
by  the  aeimuts.  Tume  thanne  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  degree  of  the  5 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Zh  iU6rob6e:  ^art  n. 


4" 


■onne  in  the  almikantexM  of  his  altitade, 
on  thilke  tide  that  the  sonne  stant,  as  is 
the  manere  in  taking  of  hooxes ;  and  ley 
thy  label  on  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  and 

lo  rikene  how  many  degrees  of  the  bordnre 
ben  by-twixe  the  lyne  meridional  and  the 
I>oint  of  thy  label;  and  note  wel  that 
nonmbre.  Tome  thanne  a-gayn  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  point  of  thy  gret 

15  rewle,  ther  thon  takest  thyne  altitudes, 
np-on  as  many  degrees  in  his  bordnre  ftro 
his  meridional  as  was  the  point  of  thy 
label  fto  the  lyne  meridional  on  the 
wombe-^yde.    Tak   thanne  thyn  Astro- 

10  labie  with  bothe  handes  sadly  and  slely, 
and  lat  the  sonne  shjoxe  thorow  bothe 
holes  of  thy  rewle ;  and  sleyly,  in  thilke 
shyninge,  lat  thyn  Astrolabie  ooaoh  adoon 
erene  np-on  a  smothe  grond,  and  thanne 

2$  wol  the  verrey  lyne  meridional  of  thyn 
Astrolabie  lye  evene  south,  and  the  est 
lyne  wole  lye  est,  and  the  west  lyne  west, 
and  north  lyne  north,  so  that  thou  werke 
softly  and  avisely  in  the  couching ;  and 

30  thus  hastow  the  4  quarters  of  the  firma- 
ment. And  for  the  more  deolaraoioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

80.  To  knowB  the  altitude  cf  pUmetet  fro 

ihewey  of  the  bowm^  fohether  bo  they  be 

north  or  touihfro  thef&reeide  wey. 

Lok  whan  that  a  planete  is  in  the  lyne 

meridional,  yif  that  hir  altitude  be  of  the 

same  heyghte  that  is  the  degree  of  the 

Sonne  for  that  day,  and  than  is  the  planete 

5  in  the  verr^  wey  of  the  sonne,  and  hath 

no  latitude.    And  yif  the  altitude  of  the 

planete  be  heyere  than  the  degree  of  the 

Sonne,  than  is  the  planete  north  fro  the 

wey  of  the  sonne  swich  a  quantite  of  lati- 

10  tude  as  sheweth  by  thyn  almikanteras. 

And  yif  the  altitude  of  tiie  planete  be  lasse 

than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  thanne  is 

the  planete  south  firo  the  wey  of  the  sonne 

swich  a  quantite  of  latitude  as  sheweth 

15  by  thyn  almikanteras.    This  is  to  seyn, 

£ro  the  wey  wher-as  the  sonne  wente 

thilke  day,  but  nat  from  the  wey  of  the 

sonne  in  every  place  of  the  sodiak.    And 

for  tiie  more  deolaraoioun,  lo  here  the 

so  figure. 


81.  7b  Jbioioe  the  eemUh  of  the  aryeimg  of 
the  sofifM,  this  ia  to  ssyti,  ike  partie  of  the 
orieonte  in  tohieh  that  the  eonne  aryeeth. 

Thou  most  first  oonsidere  that  the 
Sonne  aryseth  nat  al-wey  verrey  est,  but 
some  tyme  by  north  the  est,  and  som 
tymebysouthetheest  Sothly,  the  sonne 
aryseth  never-mo  verrey  est  in  oure  ori-  5 
sonte,  but  he  be  in  the  heved  of  Aries  or 
Libra.  Now  is  thyn  orisonte  departed  in 
24.  parties  by  thy  asimuts,  in  significaoion 
of  a4  parties  of  the  world ;  al-be-it  so 
that  shipmen  rikne  thilke  parties  in  32.  10 
Thanne  is  ther  no  more  but  waite  in 
which  asimut  that  thy  sonne  entreth  at 
his  arysing ;  and  take  ther  the  senith  of 
the  arysing  of  the  sonne.  The  manere  of 
the  devisioun  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  this  ;  15 
Imene,  asin  thiscas.  First  is  it  devided 
in  4  plages  principals  with  the  lyne  that 
goth  from  est  to  west,  and  than  with 
a-nother  lyne  that  goth  fto  south  to  north. 
Than  is  it  devided  in  smale  jMurties  of  ao 
aeimuts,  as  est,  and  est  by  southe,  whereas 
is  the  firsts  aaimat  above  the  est  lyne;  and 
so  forth,  fro  partie  to  partie,  til  that  thou 
come  agayn  un-to  the  est  lyne.  Thus 
maistow  nnderstond  also  the  senith  of  35 
any  sterre,  in  which  partie  he  rjrseth, 
&a  And  for  the  more  dedaraoion,  lo 
here  tiie  figure. 

88.  To  knotoe  in  which  partie  <nf  the  ftrma- 
metU  ie  the  conjtmeeiomt. 

Considere  the  tyme  of  the  conjunocion 
by  thy  kalender,  as  thus ;  lok  how  many 
houres  thilke  oonjxmccion  is  fro  the  mid- 
day of  the  day  precedent,  as  sheweth  by 
the  canoun  of  thy  kalender.  Bikne  5 
thanne  thilke  nombre  of  houres  in  the 
bordure  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  thou  art 
wont  to  do  in  knowing  of  the  houres  of 
the  day  or  of  the  night ;  and  ley  thy  label 
over  the  degree  of  the  sonne;  and  thanne  10 
wol  the  i>oint  of  thy  label  sitte  ux>-on  the 
hour  of  the  coxgunccion.  Loke  thanne  in 
which  asimut  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
sitteth,  and  in  that  partie  of  the  firmi^ 
ment  is  the  co^junocioun.  And  for  the  15 
more  deolaradoun,  lo  here  tiiy  figure. 
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88.  To  knowe  the  senUh  cf  tJie  atmude  of 
the  acmne,  <f  c 
This  is  no  more  to  seyn  but  any  tyme 
of  the  day  tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  ; 
and  hy  the  azimut  in  which  he  stondeth, 
mayston  seen  in  which  partie  of  the  fir- 

5  mament  he  is.  And  in  the  same  wyse 
maystou  seen,  by  the  night,  of  any  sterre, 
whether  the  sterre  sitte  est  or  west  or 
north,  or  any  partie  by-twene,  after  the 
name  of  the  azimut  in  which  is  the  sterre. 

lo  And  for  the  more  dedaracioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

84.  To  knowe  aoUUy  the  degree  of  the 
longitude  qf  the  mone,  or  of  any  pUmete 
that  hath  no  latitude  for  the  tyme  fro  the 
ediptik  lyne, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
rikne  thyn  altitude  up  among  thyne  al- 
mikanteras  on  which  syde  that  the  mone 
stonde;  and  set  there  a  prikke.  Tak 
5  thenne  anon-right,  up-on  the  mones  ssrde, 
the  altitude  of  any  sterre  fix  which  that 
thou  knowest,  and  set  his  centre  up^n 
his  altitude  among  thyn  almikanteras 
ther  the  sterre  is  founde.  Waite  thanne 
lo  which  degree  of  the  aodiak  touoheth  the 
prikke  of  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
tak  ther  the  degree  in  which  the  mone 
standeth.  This  conolusioun  is  verrey 
sooth,  yif  the  sterres  in  thyn  Astrolabie 
15  stonden  after  the  trowthe ;  of  oomune, 
tretis  of  Astrolabie  ne  make  non  exoep- 
cioun  whether  the  mone  have  latitude,  or 
non ;  ne  on  whether  S3^e  of  the  mone  the 
altitude  of  the  sterre  fix  be  taken.  And 
SO  itoto,  that  yif  the  mone  shewe  himself  by 
light  of  di^,  than  maystow  wyrke  this 
same  oonclusioun  by  the  sonne,  as  wel  as 
by  the  fix  sterre.  And  for  the  more  de- 
daracioun, lo  here  thy  figure. 

85.  ThieietheworMngeoftheconausioun, 
to  knowe  yif  that  any  planeU  be  direcU 
or  retrograde, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  any  sterre  that  is 

oleped  a  planete,  and  note  it  wd.    And 

tak  eek  anon  the  altitude  of  any  sterre 

fix  that  thou  knowest,  and  noto  it  wd 

5  also.    Come  thanne  agayn  the  thridde  or 


the  ferthe  night  next  folwing ;  for  thanne 
shaltow  aperceyve  wd  the  moeving  of 
a  planete,  whether  so  he  moeve  forth  ward 
or  bakward.  Awaite  wd  thanne  whan 
that  thy  sterre  fix  is  in  the  same  altitude  10 
that  she  was  whan  thou  toke  hir  firste 
altitude  ;  and  tak  than  oftsones  the  alti- 
tude of  the  forseide  planete,  and  note  it 
weL  For  trust  wel,  yif  so  be  that  the 
planete  be  on  the  right  syde  of  the  meri-  15 
dional  lyne,  so  that  his  seconde  altitude 
be  lasse  than  his  firste  altitude  was, 
thanne  is  the  planete  directe.  And  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde  in  that  oondidon, 
thanne  is  he  retrograd.  And  yif  so  be  ao 
that  this  planete  be  up-on  the  est  syde 
whan  his  altitude  is  taken,  so  that  his 
secounde  altitude  be  more  than  his  firste 
altitude,  thanne  is  he  retrograde,  and  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde,  than  is  he  directe.  35 
But  the  contrarie  of  thise  parties  is  of  the 
cours  of  the  mone  ;  for  sothly,  the  mone 
mooveth  the  contrarie  from  othere  plan- 
etes  as  in  hir  episicle,  but  in  non  other 
manere.  And  for  the  more  dedaradoun,  30 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

86.  The  amdueiouni  of  equacioum  of 
ftotitet,  after  the  Astrolabie,  (tc 

Set  the  by-ginning  of  the  degree  that 
assendeth  up-on  the  ende  of  the  8  houre 
inequal;  thanne  wol  the  by-ginning  of 
the  2  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Bemeve  thanne  the  degree  that  5 
assendeth,  and  set  him  on  the  ende  of  the 
10  hour  inequal;  and  thanne  wd  the 
byginning  of  the  3  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
midnight  lyne.  Bring  up  agayn  the  same 
degree  that  assendeth  first,  and  set  him  10 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
beginning  of  the  4  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
lyne  of  midnight.  Tak  thanne  the  nadir 
of  the  degree  that  first  assendeth,  and 
set  him  on  the  ende  of  the  2  houre  15 
inequal;  and  thanne  wol  the  beg^inning 
of  the  5  hous  sitte  up-on  the  Ijme  of  mid- 
night ;  set  thanne  the  nadir  of  the  assen- 
dent  on  the  ende  of  the  4  houre,  than  wol 
the  beginning  of  the  6  house  sitte  on  the  20 
midnight  lyne.  The  beginning  of  the 
7  hous  is  nadir  of  the  asscndent,  and 
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the  begrinmng  of  the  8  hooB  is  nadir  of 
the  2 ;  and  the  beginning  of  the  9  hons  is 

35  nadir  of  the  3 ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hons  is  the  nadir  of  the  4 ;  and  the  be- 
ginning of  th^  II  hons  is  nadir  of  the  5 ; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  la  hons  is  nadir 
of  the  6.    And  for  the  more  declaraoion, 

30  lo  here  the  figure. 

87.  A-nother  manere  0/ equaciouM  Ci/ 
houses  by  the  Astrolabie, 

Tak  thyn  assendent,  and  thanne  hastow 
thy  4  angles ;  for  wel  thoa  west  that  the 
opposit  of  thyn  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
thy  beginning  of  the  7  hons,  sit  np-on  the 
5  west  orizonte ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hons  sit  np-on  the  lyne  meiidional; 
and  his  opposit  np-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Thanne  ley  thy  Ubel  over  the 
degree  tiiat  assendeth,  and  rekne  Aro  the 
10  point  of  thy  label  aUe  the  degrees  in  the 
bordnre,  til  thon  oome  to  the  meridional 
lyne ;  and  departe  aUe  thilke  degrees  in 

3  evene  parties,  and  take  the  evene 
eqnacion  of  3  ;   for  Isy  thy  label  over 

15  everich  of  3  parties,  and  than  maistow 
see  by  thy  label  in  which  degree  of  the 
sodiak  [is]  the  beginning  of  everich  of 
thise  same  houses  fro  the  assendent: 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  beginning  of  the 

30  13  honse  next  above  thyn  assendent ;  and 
thanne  the  beginning  of  the  11  honse; 
and  thanne  the  10,  np-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  as  I  first  seide.  The  same  wyse 
wirke  thon  fro  the  assendent  donn  to  the 

35  lyne  of  midnight ;  and  thanne  thns 
hastow  other  3  houses,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  beginning  of  the  3,  and  the  3,  and  the 

4  hooses ;  thanne  is  the  nadir  of  thise 
3  honses  the  beginning  of  the  3  honses 

30  that  folwen.  And  for  the  more  dedara- 
oionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

88.  Tojhtde  the  lyne  merydional  to  dweUe 
fiat  in  any  certein  place, 

Tak  a  rond  plate  of  metal;  forwarping, 
the  barodere  the  bettre ;  and  make  ther- 
npon  a  jnst  oompas,  a  lite  with-in  the 
bordnre ;  and  ley  this  ronde  plate  np-on 
5  an  evene  grond,  or  on  an  evene  ston,  or 
on  an  evene  stok  fix  in  the  gronde ;  and 


ley  it  even  by  a  level.    And  in  centre  of 
the  oompas  stike  an  evene  pin  or  a  wyr 
upright;  the  smaUere  the  betere.     Set 
thy  pin  by  a  plom-rewle  evene  upright ;  10 
and  let  this   pin   be  no   lengere   than 
a  quarter  of  the  diametre  of  thy  oompas, 
fro  the  centre.    And  waite  bisily  aboute 
10  or  II  of  the  clokke;  and  whan  the 
Sonne  shyneth,  whan  the  shadwe  of  the  15 
pin  entreth  any-thing  with-in  the  cerole 
of  thy  plate  an  heer-mele,  and  mark  ther 
a  prikke  with  inke.    Abyde  thanne  stiUe 
waiting  on  the  sonne  after  i  of  the  clokke, 
til  that  the  sohadwe  of  the  wyr  or  of  the  ^ 
pin  passe  ony-thing  out  of  the  oerole  of 
the  compas,  be  it  never  so  lyte ;  and  set 
ther  a-nother  prikke  of  inke.    Take  than 
a  oompas,  and  mesure  evene  the  middel 
by-twixe  bothe  pxikkes ;  and  set  ther  a  35 
prikke.    Taka  thanne  a  rewle,  and  draw 
astxyke,  evene  a-lyne  fro  the  pin  un-to 
the  middel  prikke ;  and  tak  ther  thy  lyne 
meridional  for  evere-mo,  as  in  that  same 
place.    And  yif  thow  drawe  a  oros-lyne  30 
over-thwart  the  oompas,  justly  over  the 
lyne  meridional,  than  hastow  est  and 
west  and  south ;  and,  par  oonsequenoe, 
than  the  nadir  of  the  south  lyne  is  the 
north  lyne.    And  for  more  deolaraoioun,  35 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

89.  Desertpckm  cf  ike  mnidknal  lyna,  of 
longUudes,  and  laAiJbides  of  cUees  and 
Ummes  from  on  to  Ornother  <\f  elynuUM, 
This  lyne  meridional  is  but  a  manor 
desoripoion  of  lyne  imagined,  that  passeth 
upon  the  poles  of  this  world  and  by  the 
senithof  oureheved.  Andhit  isy-oleped 
the  lyne  meridional ;  for  in  what  place  5 
that  any  maner  man  is  at  any  tjone  of 
the  yeer,  whan  that  the  sonne  by  moeving 
of  the  firmament  oometh  to  his  verrey 
meridian  place,  than  is  hit  verrey  midday, 
that  we  depen  oure  noon,  as  to  thilke  10 
man ;  and  therfore  is  it  doped  the  lyne 
of  midday.     And  noto,  for  evermo,  of 
3  dtees  or  of  3  tonnes,  of  whiohe  that  o 
toun  aprocheth  more  toward  the  est  than 
doth  that  other  toun,  truste  wd  that  15 
thilke   tonnes   han   diverse    meridians. 
Nota  also,  that  the  aioh  of  the  equinozial, 
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that  ifl  conteyned  or  bounded  by-twize  the 
2  meridians,  if  oleped  the  longitude  of 

ao  the  toun.  And  jif  so  be  that  two  tounes 
have  y-lyke  meridian,  or  oon  meridian, 
than  is  the  distance  of  hem  bothe  y-lyke 
fer  fro  the  est ;  and  the  oontrarie.  And 
in  this  manere  they  ohaunge  nat  her 

35  meridian,  but  sothly  they  ohaungen  her 
almikanteras ;  for  the  enhausing  of  the 
pool  and  the  distance  of  the  sonne.  The 
longitude  of  a  olymat  is  a  lyne  imagined 
fro  est  to  west,  y-lyke  distant  by-twene 

30  them  aUe.  The  latitude  of  a  clymat  is  a 
lyne  imagined  from  north  to  south  the 
space  of  the  erthe,  fro  the  byginning  of 
the  firste  olymat  unto  the  verrey  ende  of 
the  same  olimat,  evene  directe  agayns 

35  the  pole  artik.  Thus  s^yn  some  auotours ; 
and  somme  of  hem  seyn  that  yif  men 
depen  the  latitude,  thay  mene  ^e  arch 
meridian  that  is  oontiened  or  intercept 
by-twize  the  senith  and  the  equinoxial. 

40  Thanne  sey  they  that  the  distaunce  fSro 
the  equinoxial  unto  the  ende  of  a  clymat, 
evene  agayns  the  pole  artyk,  is  the  lati- 
tude of  a  clymat  for  sothe.  And  for 
more  dedaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

40.  To  knotoe  urith  which  degree  of  the 
zodiak  that  any  planete  aseendiih  on  the 
orieonte^  whether  90  that  his  latUttde  be 
north  or  eouth, 

Knowe  by  thyn  almenak  the  degree  of 
the  eoliptik  of  any  signe  in  which  that 
the  planete  is  rekned  for  to  be,  and  that 
is  deped  the  degree  of  his  longitude;  and 

5  knowe  also  the  degree  of  his  latitude  fro 
the  ediptik,  north  or  south.  And  by 
thise  samples  folwinge  in  special,  may- 
stow  wirke  f  for  sothe  in  every  signe  of 
the  sodiak.    The  degree  of  the  longitude, 

10  par  aventure,  of  Venus  or  of  another 
planete,  was  6  of  Capricome,  and  the 
latitude  of  him  was  northward  a  degrees 
fro  the  eoliptik  lyne.  I  tok  a  subtil  oom- 
pas,  and  deped  that  oon  poynt  of  my 

15  compas  A,  and  that  other  poynt  F.  Than 
tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  set  it  in  the 
ediptik  lyne  evene  in  my  sodiak,  in  the 
degree  of  the  longitude  of  Venus,  that  is 
to  86301,  in  the  6  degree  of  Onprioome; 


and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  upward  20 
in  the  same  signe,  bycause  that  the  lati- 
tude was  north,  up^n  the  latitude  of 
Venus,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  fro 
the  heved  of  Capricome  ;  and  thus  have 
I  a  degrees  by-twixe  my  two  prikkes.  25 
Than  leide  I  doun  sofbely  my  compas, 
and  sette  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  tho  tok  I  and  wexede 
my  labd  in  maner  of  a  peyre  tables  to 
resceyve  distinctly  the  prikkes    of  my  30 
compas.    Tho  tok  I  this  forseide  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  over  the  degree  of  my 
longitude ;  tho  tok  I  up  my  compas,  and 
sette  the  point  of  A  in  the  wex  on  my 
labd,  as  evene  as  I  coude  gesse  over  the  35 
ediptik  lyne,  in  the  ende  of  the  longi- 
tude ;  and  sette  the  point  of  F  endlang 
in  my  labd  up-on  the  space  of  the  lati- 
tude, inwarde  and  over  the  sodiak,  that 
is  to  80yn,  north-ward  ft^  the  ediptik.  40 
Than  Idde  I  doun  my  compas,  and  lokede 
wd  in  the  wey  upon  the  prikke  of  A  and 
of  F ;  tho  turned  I  my  riet  til  that  the 
prikke  of  F  sat  up-on  the  orisonte ;  than 
saw  I  wd  that  the  body  of  Venus,  in  hir  45 
latitude    of    2   degrees   septentrionalis, 
assended,  in  the  ende  of  the  6  degree, 
in  the  heved  of  Caprioome.     And  nota^ 
that  in  the  same  maner  maistow  wirke 
with  any  latitude  septentrional  in  alle  50 
signes ;  but  sothly  the  latitude  meridional 
of  a  planete  in  CSapricome  may  not  be 
take,  by-cause  of  the  litd  space  by-twixe 
the  ediptik  and  the  bordure  of  the  Astro- 
labie ;  but  sothly,  in  alle  other  signes  it  5S 
may. 

Also  the  degree,  par  aventure,  of  Jupi- 
ter or  of  a-nother  planete,  was  in  the 
first  degree  of  Pisces  in  longitude,  and 
his  latitude  was  3  degrees  meridional ;  60 
tho  tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  sette  it  in 
the  firste  degree  of  Pisces  on  the  ediptik, 
and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  doun- 
ward  in  the  same  signe,  by-cause  that  the 
latitude  was  south  3  degrees,  that  is  to  65 
seyn,  fro  the  heved  of  Pisces ;  and  thus 
have  1 3  degrees  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes ; 
thanne  sette  I  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte.  Tho  tok  I  my  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  upon  the  degree  of  the  70 
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longitude ;  tho  eette  I  the  point  of  A  on 
my  label,  evene  over  the  ecliptik  lyne,  in 
the  ende  evene  of  the  degree  of  the  longi- 
tude, and  sette  the  i>oint  of  F  endlang  in 

75  my  label  the  space  fof  3  degrees  of  the 
latitude  fro  the  Eodiak,  this  is  to  seyn, 
southward  fto  the  ediptik,  toward  the 
bordure;  and  turned  my  riet  til  the 
prilcke    of   F    sat    up-on  the    orisonte; 

80  thanne    saw  I    wel   that    the    body   of 

Jupiter,  in   his   latitude   of  3    degrees 

meridional,  asoended  with  14  degrees  of 

Pisoes  M  horoBcopo.    And  in  this  manor 

-   maistow  wirke  with  any  latitude  meri- 

Ss  dional,  as  I  firat  seide,  save  in  Caprioome. 
And  yif  thou  wolt  pleye  this  craft  with 


the  axysing  of  the  mono,  loke  thou  rekne 
wel  hir  cours  houre  by  honre ;  for  she  ne 
dwelleth  nat  in  a  degree  of  hir  longitude 
but  a  litel  whyle,  as  thou  wel  knowest ;  9^ 
but  natheles,  yif  thou  rekne  hir  verreye 
moeving  by  thy  tables  honre  after  houre, 
fthou  shalt  do  wel  y-now. 

BxpUcU  traetatm  ds  Conduskmlbut  Attro- 
Idbiiy  compUaUu  per  OaJfrid%»m  Ckau- 
den  ad  FOium  tuum  Lodewieum^ 
acoUtrem  tune  tempcris  Oaoonie,  ae  tub 
tutda  aUui  noUUsthni  phOoaophi  Ma- 
gitM  N,  Strode,  etc 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PBOPOSITIONS. 


41.  Umbra  Beeta, 

Tif  it  so  be  that  thou  wilt  werke  by 
umbra  recta,  and  thou  may  come  to  the 
bas  of  the  toure,  in  this  maner  thou 
schalt  werke.  Tak  the  altitude  of  the 
5  tour  by  bothe  holes,  so  that  thy  rewle 
ligge  even  in  a  poynt.  Kn  sample  as 
thus :  I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  4 ; 
than  mete  I  the  space  be-tween  me  and 
the  tour,  and  I  finde  it  20  feet ;   than 

10  be-holde  I  how  4  is  to  la,  right  so  is  the 
space  betwixe  thee  and  the  tour  to  the 
altitude  of  the  tour.  For  4  is  the  thridde 
part  of  12,  so  is  the  space  be-tween  thee 
and  the  tour  the  thridde  part  of  the 

15  altitude  of  the  tour ;  than  thxyes  ao  feet 
is  the  heyghte  of  the  tour,  with  adding  of 
thyn  owne  persons  to  thyn  eye.  And 
this  rewle  is  so  general  in  umbra  recta, 
fro  the  poynt  of  oon  to  12.     And  yif  thy 

ao  rewle  falle  upon  5,  than  is  5  i3-partyes  of 
the  heyght  the  space  be-tween  thee  and 
the  toure;  with  adding  of  thyn  owne 
heyght, 

42.  Umbra  Ver$a, 
Another  maner  of  wertdnge,  by  vmbra 

Tif  so  be  that  thou  may  nai  oome 


to  the  bas  of  the  tour,  I  see  him  thomr 
the  nombre  of  i ;  I  sette  ther  a  prikke  at 
my  fote ;  than  go  I  neer  to  the  tour,  and  5 
I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  a,  and 
there  I  sette  a-nother  prikke;  and  I 
beholde  how  i  hath  him  to  la,  and  ther 
finde  I  that  it  hath  him  twelfe  oythes; 
than  beholde  I  how  2  hath  him  to  12,  and  10 
thou  shalt  finde  it  sexe^ythes;  than  thou 
shalt  finde  that  as  la  above  6  is  the 
numbre  of  6,  right  so  is  the  space 
between  thy  two  prikkes  the  space  of  6 
tymes  thyn  altitude.  And  note,  that  at  15 
the  ferste  altitude  of  i,  thou  settest  a 
prikke ;  and  afterward,  whan  thou  seest 
him  at  a,  ther  thou  settest  an-other 
prikke ;  than  thou  findest  between  two 
prikkys  60  feet;  than  thou  shalt  finde  ao 
that  to  is  the  6-party  of  6a  And  then  is 
10  feet  the  altitude  of  the  tour.  For 
other  poyntii,  yif  it  fille  in  umbra  verta^ 
as  thus :  I  sette  caas  it  fill  ui>on  fa,  and 
at  the  secunde  upon  f  3  ;  than  schalt  thou  as 
finde  that  a  is  6  partyes  of  la ;  and  3  is  4 
partyes  of  la;  than  paaseth  6  4,  by 
nombre  of  a  ;  so  is  the  space  between  two 
prikkes  twyes  the  heyghte  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  the  differsna  were  thryes,  than  30 
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Bhnlde  it  be  three  tymoB ;  and  thus  mayst 
thou  werke  fro  2  to  12  ;  and  yif  it  be  4,  4 
tymes;  or  5,  5  tymes ;  etsicde  ceteris, 

48.  Umbra  Recta. 

An-other  maner  of  "wyrking  be  umbra 
recta,  Tif  it  so  be  that  thou  mayst  nat 
come  to  the  baaa  of  the  tour,  in  this 
maner  thou  schalt  werke.  Sette  thy  rewle 

5  upon  I  till  thou  see  the  altitude,  and 
sette  at  thy  foot  a  prikke.  Than  sette 
thy  rewle  upon  s,  and  beholde  what  is 
the  diiferense  be-tween  1  and  2,  and  thou 
shalt  finde  that  it  is  i.    Than  mete  the 

lu  space  be-tween  two  prikkes,  and  that  is 
the  12  partie  of  the  altitude  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  ther  were  a,  it  were  the  6  partye ; 
and  yif  ther  were  3,  the  4  partye ;  et  tic 
deincept.    And  note,  yif  it  were  5,  it  were 

15  the  5  party  of  u ;  and  7,  7  party  of  la  j 
and  note,  at  the  altitude  of  thy  oonolu- 
sioun,  addo  the  stature  of  thyn  heyghte 
to  thyn  eye. 


44.  Another  maner  conclueionf  to  knowe  the 
mene  mote  and  {he  argumentit  of  any 
planete,  To  know  the  mene  mate  and 
the  argumentia  0/ every  planete  fro  yere 
to  yere^  from  day  to  day^  from  houre 
to  hoitre^  and  from  tmale  fracdonia 
infinite. 

In  this  maner  shalt  thou  worohe : 
consider  thy  rote  first,  the  whiohe  ie 
made  the  beginning  of  the  tables  fh>  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  1397,  and  entere  hit  in-to 

5  thy  slate  for  the  laste  mexidie  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  than  consider  the  yere  of  oure 
lord,  what  is  the  date,  and  be-hold 
whether  thy  date  be  more  or  lasse  than 
the  yere  1397.    And  yf  hit  so  be  that  hit 

10  be  more,  loke  how  many  yeres  hit  passeth, 
and  with  so  many  entere  into  thy  tables 
in  the  first  lyne  ther-as  is  writen  anni 
coUecH  et  eaqpanai.  And  loke  where  the 
same  planet  is  writen  in  the  hede  of  thy 

15  table,  and  than  loke  what  thou  findest  in 
direote  of  the  sanke  yere  of  oure  lord 
whiohe  is  passid,  be  hit  8,  or  9,  or  10^  or 


what  nombre  that  evere  it  be,  til  the 
tyme  that  thou  come  to  ao,  or  40,  or  60. 
And  that  thou  findest  in  directe  fwryte  aii 
in  thy  slate  under  thy  rote,  and  adde  hit 
to-geder,  and  that  is  thy  mene  mote,  for 
the  laste  meridian  of  the  December,  for 
the  same  yere  whiche  that  thou  hast 
purposed.  And  if  hit  so  be  that  hit  passe  25 
ao,  consider  wel  that  fro  i  to  20  ben  anni 
expanei^  and  fro  20  to  3000 ben  anni  coUecU; 
and  if  thy  nombere  passe  20,  than  take 
that  thou  findest  in  directe  of  30,  and  if 
hit  be  more,  as  6  or  18,  than  take  that  30 
thou  findest  in  directe  there-of,  that  is  to 
sayen,  signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  se- 
coundes,  and  adde  ton^dere  un-to  thy 
rote ;  and  thus  to  make  rotes.  And  note, 
that  if  hit  so  be  that  the  yere  of  oure  lord  35 
be  flaflso  than  the  rote,  which  is  the  yere 
of  oure  lord  1397,  than  shalt  thou  wryte 
in  the  same  wyse  ftirst  thy  rote  in  thy 
slate,  and  after  entere  in-to  thy  table  in 
the  same  yere  that  be  lasse,  as  I  taught  |o 
be-fore;  and  than  consider  how  many 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  seooundes 
thyn  entringe  conteyneth.  And  so  be 
that  ther  be  2  entrees,  than  adde  hem 
togeder,  and  after  with-drawe  hem  fh>m  45 
the  rote,  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1397 ;  and 
the  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene  mote 
fro  the  laste  meridie  of  December,  the 
whiche  thou  hast  purposed ;  and  if  hit  so 
be  that  thou  wolt  weten  thy  mene  mote  50 
for  any  day,  or  for  any  firaooioun  of  day, 
in  this  maner  thou  shalt  worche.  Make 
thy  rote  fro  the  laste  day  of  Decembere  in 
the  maner  as  I  have  taught,  and  after- 
ward behold  how  many  monethes,  dayes,  55 
and  houres  ben  passid  fh>m  the  meridie 
of  Decembere,  and  with  that  entere  with 
the  laste  moneth  that  is  fhl  passed,  and 
take  that  thou  findest  in  directe  of  him, 
and  wiyte  hit  in  thy  slate ;  and  entere  60 
with  as  mony  dayes  as  be  more,  and  wryte 
that  thou  findest  in  directe  of  the  same 
planete  that  thou  worohest  for;  and  in 
the  same  wyse  in  the  table  of  houres,  for 
houres  that  ben  passed,  and  adde  alio  65 
these  to  thy  rote ;  and  the  residue  is  the 
mene  mote  fbr  tiie  same  day  and  the 
same  houra 
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45.  AnotJier  manere  to  knowe  t?ie  men6 
mate. 

Whan  thoa  wolt  make  the  mene  mote 
of  eny  planete  to  be  l^y  Anechieles  tables, 
take  thy  rote,  the  whiche  is  for  the  yere 
of  onre  lord  1397 ;  and  if  so  be  that  thy 
5  yere  be  passid  the  date,  wryte  that  date, 
and  than  wryte  the  nombere  of  the  yeres. 
Than  with-drawe  the  yeres  ont  of  the 
yeres  that  ben  passed  that  rote.  En- 
sampnl  as  thus ;  the  yere  of  onre  lord 

10  1400,  fl  wolde  witen,  precise,  my  rote; 
than  wroot  I  fnrst  140a  And  nnder  that 
nombere  I  wrote  a  1397 ;  than  withdrow 
I  the  laste  nombere  out  of  that,  and  than 
fond  I  the  residue  was  3  yere ;  I  wiste 

15  that  3  yere  was  passed  fh>  the  rote,  the 
whiohe  was  writen  in  my  tables.  Than 
afler-ward  soghte  I  in  my  tables  the  annit 
coUectii  ei  eapanti$^  and  amonge  myn 
expanse  sreres  fond  I  3  yeer.    Than  tok 

flo  I  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
that  I  fond  directe  nnder  the  same 
planete  that  I  wroghte  for,  and  wroot  so 
many  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes  in  my 
slate,  and  after-ward  added  I  to  signes, 

a$  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiohe  I  fond  in  my  rote  the  yere  of  onre 
lord  1397;  and  kepte  the  residue;  and 
than  had  I  the  mene  mote  for  the  laste 
day  of  Decembere.    And  if  thou  woldest 

30  wete  the  mene  mote  of  any  planete  in 
Karch,  Aprile,  or  Kayf  other  in  any  other 
tyme  or  moneth  of  the  yere,  loke  how 
many  monethes  and  dayes  ben  passed 
from  the  laste  day  of  Decembere,  the  yere 

35  of  onre  lord  1400 ;  and  so  with  monethes 
and  dayes  entere  In-to  thy  table  ther 
thou  findest  thy  mene  mote  y-writen  in 
monethes  and  dayes,  and  take  alle  the 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  seooundes 

40  that  thou  findest  y-write  in  direote  of  thy 
monethes,  and  adde  to  signes,  degrees, 
minutes,  and  secoundes  that  thou  findest 
with  thy  rote  the  yere  of  onre  lord  1400, 
and  the  residue  that  leveth  is  the  mene 

45  mote  for  that  same  day.  And  note,  if  hit 
so  be  that  thou  woldest  wete  the  mene 
mote  in  any  yere  that  is  lasse  than  thy 


rote,  with-drawe  the  nombere  oi  to  many 
yeres  as  hit  is  lasse  than  the  yere  of  otnre 
lord  a  1397,  and  kepe  the  residue ;  and  so  50 
many  yeres,  monethes,  and  dayes  entere 
in-to  thy  tabelis  of  thy  mene  mote.  And 
take  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  miauies, 
and  secoundes,  that  thou  findest  in 
direote  of  alle  the  yeres,  monethes,  and  55 
dayes,  and  wryte  hem  in  thy  slate ;  and 
above  thilke  nombere  wryte  the  signes, 
degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  thou  findest  with  thy  rote  the 
yere  of  cure  lord  a  1397 ;  and  with-drawe  60 
alle  the  nethere  signes  and  degrees  fro 
the  signes  and  degrees,  minutes,  and 
secoundes  of  other  signes  with  thy  rote ; 
and  thy  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene 
mote  for  that  day.  6$ 

46.  Fbr  to  ktunoe  at  what  houre  cftM  day^ 
or  of  the  fdght^  thai  bejlode  or  eibbe*. 

First  wite  thou  oerteinly,  how  that 
haven  stondeth,  that  thou  list  to  werke 
for ;  that  is  to  say  in  whiohe  place  of  the 
firmament  the  mone  being,  maketh  iulle 
see.  Than  awayte  thou  xedily  in  what  5 
degree  of  the  sodiak  that  the  mone  at 
that  tyme  is  inne.  Bringe  ftirth  than 
the  labelle,  and  set  the  i>oint  therof  in 
that  same  cost  that  the  mone  maketh 
flode,  and  set  thou  there  the  degree  of  10 
the  mone  according  with  the  egge  of  the 
label.  Than  afterward  awayte  where  is 
than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  at  that 
tyme.  Bemeve  thou  than  the  label  iVo 
the  mone,  and  bringe  and  sette  it  justly  15 
upon  the  degree  of  the  sonne.  And  the 
I>oint  of  the  label  shal  than  declare  to 
thee,  at  what  houre  of  the  day  or  of  the 
night  shal  be  flode.  And  there  also 
maist  thou  wite  by  the  same  point  of  the  ao 
label,  whether  it  be,  at  that  same  tyme, 
flode  or  ebbe,  or  half  flode,  or  quarter 
flode,  or  ebbe,  or  half  or  quarter  ebbe ;  or 
ellis  at  what  houre  it  was  last,  or  shal 
be  next  by  night  or  by  day,  thou  than  25 
shalt  esely  knowe,  &c  Furthermore,  if 
it  so^be  that  thou  happe  to  worke  for  this 
matere  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  conjunc- 
cioun,  bringe  fnrthe  the  degree  of  the 


*  PerhapB  not  gentdne. 
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30  mone  with  the  labelle  to  that  ooste  as  it 
is  hefore  seyd.  Bnt  than  thou  shalt 
nnderstonde  that  thoa  may  not  bringe 
ftirthe  the  label  tro  the  degree  of  the 
mone  aa  thou  dide  before;  for-why  the 

35  ionne  is  than  in  the  same  degree  with 
the  mone.  And  so  thoa  may  at  that 
tymB  by  the  i>omt  of  the  labelle  nn- 
remeved  knowe  the  honre  of  the  flode  or 
of  the  ebbo,  as  it  is  before  seyd,  &c.    And 

40  evermore  as  thon  findest  the  mone  pasfie 


fro  the  Sonne,  so  remeve  thoa  the  labelle 
than  fro  the  degree  of  the  mone,  and 
bringe  it  to  the  degree  of  the  Sonne. 
And  worke  thoa  than  as  thoa  dide  before, 
&c.  Or  elles  knowe  thoa  what  hoare  it  45 
is  that  thoa  art  inne,  by  thyn  instru- 
ment. Than  bringe  thou  forth  fro 
thennes  the  labelle  and  ley  it  upon  the 
degree  of  the  mone,  and  therby  may 
thou  wite  also  whan  it  was  flode,  or  whan  50 
it  wol  be  next,  be  it  night  or  day ;  &c 
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GROUP  A.    THE  PROLOGUR 


Here  bigiimeth  the  Book  of  the  Tales  of  Caimteriniry. 


Whav  thai  Aprille  with  his  ihonrei  lote 
The  droghte  of  Maroh^  hath  perced  to 

the  rote, 
And  bathed  every  wyne  in  iwich  llooor, 
Of  which  vertn  engendred  is  the  flour ; 
Whan  Zephinifl  eek  with  his  swetebreeth  5 
Inspired  hath  in  every  holt  and  heeth 
The  tendre  oroppes,  and  the  ydnge  sdnne 
Hath  in  the  Bam  his  halfe  ooors  y-rdnne, 
And  snude  fowles  maken  melodye, 
That  slepen  al  the  night  with  open  ye,  10 
(So  priketh  hem  nature  in  hir  oorages) : 
Than  longen  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrimages 
(And   palmers   for   to   seken    strannge 

strondes) 
To  feme  hslwes,  oonthe  In  sondry  londes ; 
And  specially,  Arom  every  shires  ende   15 
Of  Engelond,  to  Gaunter  bnxy  they  wende, 
The  holy  blisfhl  martir  for  to  seke, 
That  hem  hath  holpen,  whan  that  they 

wer^seke. 
Bifel  that,  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  Sonthwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay     so 
Bedy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Cannterbniy  with  ftil  devout  oorage, 
At  night  was  come  in-to  that  hoetelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenlgr  in  a  oompanye. 
Of  sondxy  folk,  by  aventure  y-falle        a$ 
In  felawshipe,  and  pilgrims  were  they  alle, 
That  toward  Caunterbury  wolden  ryde ; 
The  ohambresand  th^  stables  werenwyde, 
And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  beste. 
And  shortly,  vdian  the  sonne  was  toreste. 


So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  everiohon,  51 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawshipe  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  lyse, 
To  take  our  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devyse. 
But  natheles,  whyl  I  have  tyme  and 

space,  35 

Er  that  I  ferther  in  thif  tale  pace, 
Me  thinketh  it  aoordaunt  to  resoun, 
To  telle  yow  al  the  qondioioun 
Of  eoh  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me. 
And  whiohe  they  weren,  and  of  what 

degree;  40 

And  eek  in  what  arra^  that  they  were 

inne: 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  I  first  biginne. 
A  IgnoHT  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy 

man,  Knight 

Hat  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  ryden  out,  he  loved  ohivaliye,  45 

Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  our- 

teisye. 
Ful  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre, 
And  therto   hadde    he   riden  (no  man 

ferre) 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  hethenesse, 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  worthinesse.  50 
At  Alisaundre  he  was,  whan  it  was 

wonne ; 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonne 
Aboven  alle  naoiouns  in  Pruce. 
In  Lettow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Buoe, 
No  (Tristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree.    55 
In  Gemade  at  the  sege  eek  hadde  he  be 
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Of  Algesir,  and  riden  in  Belmarye. 
At  Lyeys  was  he,  and  at  Satalye, 
Whan  they  were  wonne;   and  in  the 

GreteSee 
At  many  a  noble  axyve  hadde  he  be.     60 
At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  been  fiftene, 
And  fonghten  for  our  feith  at  Tramiseene 
In  liatea  thxyes,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo. 
This  ilke  worthy  knight  had,  been  also 
Somtyme  with  the  lord  of  Palatye,        6s 
Ageyn  another  hethen  in  Tarkye  : 
And  evermore  he  hadde  a  sovereyn  piys. 
And  though  that  he  were  worthy,  he  was 

wys, 
And  of  his  port  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde. 
He  never  yet  no  vileinye  ne  sayde         70 
In  al  his  lyf,  nn'>tb  Ti6  maner  wight 
^JQEe  was  a  verray  parfit  gentil  knight. 
But  for  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array, 
His  hors  were  gode,  but  he  was  nat  gay. 
Of  ftistianheweredagiponn  75 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habergeoon ; 
For  he  was  late  y-come  from  his  viage, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  pilgrimage. 
With  him  ther  was  his  sone,  a  yong 

fiQUYisB,  Sqnyer. 

A  lovyere,  and  a  Insty  baoheler,  80 

With  lokkes  cmlle,  as  they  were  leyd  in 

presse. 
Of  twenty  yeer  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  evene  lengthe, 
And   wondedy   deliver,   and    greet    of 

strengthe. 
Andhehad  been  somtyme  in  chivachye,  85 
-  In  ilaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Fioardye, 
And  bom  him  wel,  as  of  so  litel  space, 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace. 
Embronded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  mede 
Al  ftil  of  freeshe  flouies,  whyte  and  rede.  90 
Singinge  he  was,  or  floytinge,  al  the  day; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May. 
Short  was  his  gonne,  with  sieves  longe 

and  wyde. 
Wel  coude  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  faire  lyde. 
He  ooude  songes  make  and  wel  endyte,  95 
Juste  and  eek  daunoe,  and  wel  purtreye 

and  wiTte. 
So  bote  he  lovede,  that  by  nightertale 
He  sleep  namore  than  dooth  a  nightingale. 
Curteys  he  was,  lowly,  and  servisable. 
And  carf  bifom  his  &der  at  the  table.  100 


A  Ykman  hadde  he,  and  servaunts  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  liste  xyde  so ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of 

grene ;  Yeman. 

A  sheef  of  peook-arwes   bri^te    and 

kene 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  ftil  thriftily ;       105 
(Wel  ooude  he  d^cesse  his  tak^Lyemanly : 
His  arwee  drouped  nqght  with  fetheres 

lowe). 
And  in  his  hand  he  bar  a  mighly  bowe. 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  visage. 
Of wode-orafb  wel  ooude  he  al  the  usage.  1 10 
Upon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer, 
And  by  his  sy^e  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler. 
And  on  that  other  ^yde  a  gay  daggers, 
Hameised  wel,  and  sharp  as  point  of 

spere; 
ACristofreonhisbrestofsilvershene.  115 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdrik  was  of 

grene; 
A  forster  was  he,  soothly,  as  I  gesse. 

Ther  was  also  a  Nonne,  a  Pbiobessb. 
That  of  hir  smyling  was  M  simple  and 

coy ;  Prloretse. 

Hir  gretteste   ooth  was  but   by  sSynt 

Loy;  uo 

And  she  was  deped  madame  Bglentyne. 
Ful  wel  she  song  the  service  divyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  fhl  semely ; 
And  Frensh  she  spak  fol  fedre  and  fetidy. 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe,  135 
For  Frensh  of  Paris  was  to  hir  unknowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle ; 
She  leet  no  morsel  from  hir  llppes  iUle, 
Ke  wette  hir  fingres  in  hir  sauce  depa. 
Wel  coude  she  cane  a  monel,  and  wel 

kepe,  130 

That  no  drope  ne  fllle  mp-on  hir  hrest 
In  curteitye  was  set  ftil  muche  hir  lest. 
Hir  over  lippe  wyped  she  so  dene, 
That  in  hir  coppe  was  no  ferthing  sene 
Of  greoe,  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir 

draughte.  ijs 

Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  xaughte, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  dii(port. 
And  All  plesaunt,  and  amiable  of  poort, 
And  peyned  hir  to  countre&te  ohere 
Of  court,  and  been  estatlioh  of  manere,  140 
And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  zeverenea. 
But,  for  to  speken  of  hir  oonseienoe, 
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She  was  so  oharitftble  and  bo  pitootf, 
She  wolde  wepe,  if  that  she  sawe  a  moos 
Caught  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  deed  or 

bledde.  i45 

Of  smale  honndee  had  ahe,  that  she  fedde 
With  roeted  fleah,  or  milk  and  mwtel- 

hreed. 
Bat  Bore  ireep  ahe  if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed, 
Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerte : 
And  al  was  oonscienoe  and  tendre  herte. 
Fal  semely  hir  wimpel  pinched  was ;   151 
Hir  nose  tretys ;  hir  eyen  greye  as  glas ; 
Hir  mouth  ftil  smal,  and  thereto  softs  and 

reed ; 
Bat  sikerly  she  hadde  a  &ir  forheed ; 
Itwasalmoetaspannebroodiltrowe;  155 
For,  hardily,  she  was  nat  ondergrowe. 
Fal  fetis  was  hir  cloke,  as  I  was  war. 
Of  smal  coral  aboate  hir  arm  she  bar 
A  peire  of  bedes,  gaaded  al  with  grene ; 
And  ther-on  heng  a  broohe  of  gold  tul 

■bene,  160 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  orowned  A, 
And  after,  Amor  vindt  omnict,       Nonae. 

Another  KoKxa  with  hir  hadde  she, 
That  was  hir  chapeleyne,  and  Trnxwrns 

THHKK.  SPreestea. 

A  yosKtherwaSr  a  foir  for  the  maistrye, 

An  ont-rydere,  that  lovede  venerye ;    266 

A  manly  man,  to  been  an  abbot  able. 

Fal  many  a  dejoitee  hors  hadde  he  in 

stable :  Monk. 

And,  whan  he  rood,  men    mighte  his 

br3rdel  here 
Ginglen  in  a  whistling  wind  as  dere,  170 
And  eek  as  londe  as  dooth  the  chapel- 

beUe 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  celle. 
The  reole  of  seint  Haore  or  of  seint 

Beneit, 
By-cause  tiiat  it  was  old  and  som-del 

streit. 
This  ilke  monk  leet  olde  thingee  pace,  175 
And  held   after  the   newe  world  the 

space. 
He  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  pulled  hen, 
That  seith,  that  hunters  been  nat  holy 

men; 
Ne  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  cloisterlees, 
Islyknedtaafishthatiswatezlees;  180 


This  is  to  seyn,  a  monk  out  of  his  doistre. 
But  thilke  text  held  he  nat  worth  an 

oistre; 
And  I  seyde,  his  opinioan  was  good. 
What  sholde  he  studie,  and  make  him- 

selven  wood, 
Upon  a  book  in  cloistre  alwsy  to  poure,  185 
Or  swinken  with  his  handes,  and  labours, 
As  Austin  bit  ?    How  shal  the  world  be 

served? 
Lat  Austin  haye  his  s  wink  to  him  reserved. 
Therfore  he  was  a  prioasour  aright ; 
Grehoundes  he  hadde,  as  swifte  as  fowel 

in  flight ;  190 

Of  priking  and  of  hunting  for  the  hare 
Was  al  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  he 

spare. 
I  seigh  his  sieves  purflled  at  the  bond 
With  grys,  and  that  the  fyneste  of  a  lond ; 
And,  for  to  festne  his  hood  under  his 

chin,  195 

He  hadde  of  gold  y-wrog^t  a  curious  pin : 
A  love-knotte  in  the  gretier  ende  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled,  that  shoon  as  any 

And  eek  his  fleuse,  as  he  had  been  anoint 
He  was  a  lord  ftil  &t  and  in  good  point ;  20U 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rollings  in  his  heed. 
That  stemed  as  a  fomeys  of  a  leed  ; 
His  botes  souple,  his  hors  in  greet  estat. 
Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat ; 
He  was  nat  pale  as  a  for-pyned  goost  305 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  best  of  any  roost. 
His  palfbrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  beiye. 
A  Fssax  ther  was,  a  wantown  and  a 
meiye,  Frere. 

A  limitour,  a  ftil  solempne  man.  J09 

In  alle  the  ordres  foure  is  noon  that  can 
So  muche  of  daliaunce  and  fair  langago. 
He  haddo  maad  fal  many  a  mariage 
Of  yonge  wommen,  at  his  owno  cost. 
Un-to  his  ordre  he  was  a  noble  post. 
Ful  wel  biloved  and  famulier  was  he   315 
With  frankeleyns  over-al  in  his  contiee. 
And  eek  with  worthy  wommen  of  the 

toun  : 
For  he  had  i>ower  of  confessioun, 
As  seyde  him-self,  more  than  a  curat, 
For  of  his  ordre  he  was  licentiat         2^ 
Ful  swetely  herde  he  confessioun, 
And  plesaunt  was  his  absolucioun ; 
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He  was  an  esy  man  to  yeve  penannce 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  han  a  good  pitaonoe ; 
For  nnto  a  povre  ordre  for  to  yive        225 
Is  signe  that  a  man  is  wel  y-shrive. 
For  if  he  jraf ,  he  dorste  niAke  avannt, 
He  vriste  that  a  man  was  repentannt. 
For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  herte, 
He  may  nat  wepe   al-thogh   him   sore 

smerte.  230 

Therfore,  in  stede  of  weping  and  preyereSf 
Men  moot  yeve  silver  to  the  povre  freres. 
His  tipet  was  ay  farsed  ftxl  of  knyves 
And  pinnes,  for  to  3^ven  faire  "wyves. 
And  certeinly  ^e  hadde  a  mexy  note ;  235 
Wei  oonde  he  singe  and  pleyen  on  a  rote. 
Of  yeddinges  he  bar  utterly  the  prys. 
His  nekke  whyt  was  as  the  flonr-de-lys ; 
Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  championn. 
He  knew  the  taverhes  wel  in  eveiy  tonn, 
And  eveiioh  hostiler  and  tappestere    241 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  beggestere ; 
For  nn-to  swioh  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Acorded  nat,  as  hy  his  faooltee,  244 

To  have  with  seke  lazars  aqueyntannce. 
It  is  nat  honest,  it  may  nat  avannoe 
For  to  delen  with  no  swich  poraille, 
But  al  with  riche  and  sellers  of  vitaille. 
And  over-al,  ther  as  profit  sholde  azyse, 
Corteys  he  was,  and  lowly  of  servyse.  350 
Ther  nas  no  man  no-whev  so  vertuons. 
He  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hoos ; 
fAnd    yaf    a   certeyn    ferme    for   the 

graunt ;  25a  b 

f  Noon  of  his  bretheren  cam  ther  in  his 

hannt ;  252  c 

For  thogh  a  widwe  hadde  noght  a  sho, 
So  plesaxmt  was  his  '  Inprincipio^ 
Yet  wolde  he  have  a  ferthing,  er   he 

wente.  2^$ 

His  pnrchas  was  wel  bettre  than  his  rente. 
And  rage  he  conde,  as  it  were  right  a 

whelpe. 
In   love-dayes   ther   ooude   he   mnohel 

helpe.  (a6o) 

For  there  he  was  nat  ]yk  a  cloisterer, 
With  a  thredbar   cope,  as   is  a  povre 

scoler,  260 

But  he  was  lyk  a  maister  or  a  pope. 
Of  doable  worsted  was  his  semi-cope. 
That  rounded  as  a  beUe  out  of  the  presse. 
Somwhat  he  lipsed,  for  his  wantownesse, 


To  make  his  Knglish  swete  up-on  his 

tonge;  265 

And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  had 

songe, 
His  eyen  twinkled  in  his  heed  aright, 
As    doon    the    sterres    in    the    frosty 

night.  (270) 

This  worthy  limitour  was  cleped  Huberd. 

A  Hakchaht  was  ther  with  a  forked 

herd,  Marchant 

In  mottelee,  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat,  271 
Up-on  his  heed  a  Flaundrish  bever  hat ; 
His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetisly. 
His  resons  he  spaJc  Ail  solempnely,       274 
Souninge  alway  th*encrees  of  his  winning. 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwixe  Middelburgh  and  Orewelle. 
Wel  oonde   he   in    esohannge  sheeldes 

selle.  (280) 

This  worthy  man  Ail  wel  his  wit  bisette ; 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dette, 
So  estaUy  was  he  of  his^govemaunce,  281 
With  his  baxgaynes,  and  with  his  chevi- 

saunce. 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with-alle. 
But  sooth  to  seyn,  I  noot  how  men  him 

calle.  Clerk. 

A  CiiXBK  ther  was  of  Oxenford  also, 
That  un-to  logik  hadde  longe  y-go.       286 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake. 
And  he  nas  nat  right  £Bit,  I  undertake ;  (290) 
But  loked  hdwe,  and  thex^to  soberly. 
Ful  thredbar  was  his  overest  oourtepy ;  290 
For  he  had  geten  him  yet  no  benefyoe, 
Ne  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  o£Eyce. 
For  him  was  lever  have  at  his  beddes 

heed 
Twenty  bokes,  clad  in  blak  or  reed, 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophy e,         295 
Than  robes  riche,  or  fithele,  or  gay  sautrye. 
But  al  be  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 
Yet  hadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre ;  (300) 
But  al  that  he  mighte  of  his  freendes 

hente, 
On  bokes  and  on  leminge  he  it  spente,  300 
And  bisUy  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  hem  that  yaf  him  wher-with  to  scoleye. 
Of  studie  took  he  most  cure  and  most 

hede. 
Noght  o  word  spak  he  more  than  was 

node, 
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And  thai  was  seyd  in  forme  and  rever- 

enoe,  305 

And   ihort   and  qnik,  and   fhl   of  hy 

sentence. 
Sonninge  in  moral  vertn  was  his  speche, 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  and  gladly 

teohe.  HanofLawe.  (310) 

A  SsBOBAMT  or  TBM  Lawx,  waT  and  wys, 
That  often  hadde  been  at  the  parvys,  310 
Ther  was  also,  fhl  liohe  of  ezcellenoe. 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  greet  reverence : 
He  semed  swioh,  his  wordes  weren  so 

wyse. 
Jnstyce  he  was  ftil  often  in  as^srse,       314 
By  patente,  and  by  pl^yn  commissioan ; 
For  his  science,  and  for  his  heigh  re- 

nonn 
Of  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    pnrchasoor   was    no-wher 

noon.  (320) 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect, 
His  purchasing  mighte  nat  been  infect.  320 
No-wher  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas. 
And  yet  he  eemed  bisier  than  he  was. 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alls, 
That  from  the  tyme  of  king  William  were 

&lle. 
Therto  he  oonde  endyte,  and  make  a 

thing,  3^5 

Ther   oonde   no   wight   pinohe   at    his 

wryting; 
And  every  statnt  oonde  he  pleyn  by  rote. 
He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  medlee  oote(33o) 
GKrt  with  a  ceint  of  silk,  with  barres 

smale; 
Of  his  array  teUe  I  no  lenger  tale.        330 

A  FRAHKXLxnr  was  in  his  companye ; 
Whyt  was  his  berd,  as  is  the  di^yesye. 
Of  his  complezioun  he  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loved  he  by  the  morwe  a  sop  in 

wyn.  Frankeleyn. 

To  liven  in  delyt  was  ever  his  wone,    335 
For  he  was  Epicoros  owne  sone, 
That  heeld  oyinioon,  that  pleyn  delyt 
Was  verraily  f elicitee  parfyt.  (340) 

An  housholdere,  and  that  a  greet,  was  he ; 
Seint  Julian  he  was  in  his  oontree.  340 
His  breed,  his  ale,  was  alwey  after  oon ; 
A  bettre  envyned  man  was  no-wher  noon. 
With-onte  bake  mete  was  never  his  hoos, 
Of  fish  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plentevons, 


It   snewed   in  his  hons   of  mete  and 

drinke,  345 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  coude  thinke. 
After  the  sondxy  sesons  of  the  yeer,  (349) 
So  channged  he  his  mete  and  his  soper. 
Fal  many  a  &t  partrich  hadde  he  in 

mewe, 
And  many  a  breem  and  many  a  looe  in 

stewe.  350 

Wo  was  his  cook,  bnt-if  his  sanoe  were 
Poynannt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his  gere. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  halle  alway 
Stood  redy  covered  al  the  longe  day. 
At  sessioans  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire;  355 
Fol  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of  the  shire. 
An  anlas  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk         (359) 
Heng  at  his  girdel,  whjrt  as  mome  milk. 
A  shirreve  hadde  he  been,  and  a  coantoar ; 
Was  no-wher  such  a  worthy  vavasour.  360 
An  Habbxdasshxr  and  a  Cabfbhtxb, 

Haberdaaaher.    Carpenter. 
A  WxBBB,  a  Drauc,  and  a  Tapioxb, 

Webbe.   Dyere.   Tapicer. 
Were  with  ns  eek,  clothed  in  o  liveree. 
Of  a  solempne  and  greet  f^temitee.    364 
Fol  fresh  and  newe  hir  gere  apyked  was ; 
Hir  knyves  were  y-<:haped  noght  with 

bras, 
Bat  al  with  silver,  wroght  fvl  dene  and 

weel,  (369) 

Hir  girdles  and  hir  pooches  evezy-deeL 
Wei  semed  eoh  of  hem  a  fair  bnrgeys. 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldhalle  on  a  deys.        370 
Sverich,  for  the  wisdom  that  he  can. 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman. 
For  eatel  hadde  they  y-nogh  and  rente. 
And  eek  hir  wyvea  wolde  it  wel  assente ; 
And  elles  certein  were  they  to  blame.  375 
It  is  fol  fBtir  to  been  y-dept  ^  ma  davM^* 
And  goon  to  vigily^s  al  bifore. 
And  have  a  mantel  royalliche  y-bore.  (380) 
A  Cook  they  hadde  with  hem  for  the 

nones,  Cook. 

To  boille  the  ohiknes  with  the  maiy- 

bones,  3^ 

And  poudre-maxchant  tart,  and  galingale. 
Wel   coude   he   knowe   a   draughte   of 

liondon  ale. 
He  coude  roste,  and  sethe,  and  broille, 

andfrye, 
Kaken  mortceux,  and  wel  bake  a  pye. 
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But  greet  harm  was  it,  aM  it  thoTighte 
me,  38s 

%  That  on  hia  shine  a  mormal  hadde  he ; 
For  blankmanger,  that  made  he  with  the 
.  beste.  (389) 

A  Shipmah  was  ther,  woning  fer  by 
weste :  Shipman. 

For  aught  I  woot,  he  was  of  Dertemouthe. 
He  rood  uih)ii  a  roimcy,  as  he  conthe,  390 
In  a  gowne  of  falding  to  the  knee. 
A  daggere  hanging  on  a  laas  hadde  he 
Abonte  his  nekke  under  his  arm  adoun. 
The  hote  somer  had  maad  his  hewe  al 

bxoun ; 
And,  certeinly,  he  was  a  good  felawe.  395 
Ful  many  a  draughte  of  wyn  had  he 

y-diawe 
From  Burdeuz-ward,  whyl  that  the  chap- 
man sleep. 
Ofnyoeoonsciencetookhenokeep.  (400) 
If  that  he  £ftu^t,  and  hadde  the  hyer 

hond, 
By  water  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  every 
lend.  400 

But  of  his  craft  to  rekene  wel  his  tydes, 
His  stremes  and  his  daungers  him  bisjrdes, 
His  herberwe  and  his  mono,  his  lode- 
menage, 
Ther  nas   noon   swich    from  Hnlle  to 

Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wys  to  undertake ;  405 
With  many  a  tempest  hadde  his  herd 

been  shake. 
He  knew  wd.  alle  the  havenes,  as  they 
were,  (409) 

From  Qootlond  to  the  oape  of  finistere, 
And   every  cryke   in  Briti^jaie  and  in 
Spayne ;  409 

His  barge  y-cleped  was  the  Maudelayne. 

With  us  ther  was  a  Dooroua  of  Phibyk, 
In  al  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  him 
lyk  Doctonr. 

To  speke  of  phisik  and  of  surgerye ; 
For  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye. 
He  kepte  his  pacient  a  fal  greet  del      415 
In  houres,  by  his  magik  natureL 
Wol  coude  he  fortunen  the  ascendent 
Of  his  images  for  his  itacient,  (430) 

He  knew  the  cause  of  evesioh  maladye, 
Were  it  of  hoot  or  cold,  or  moiste,  or 
diye,  4flo 


And   where   engendred,    and    of  what 

humour; 
He  was  a  verrey  parfit  praotisour. 
The  cause  y-knowe,  and  of  his  harm  the 

rote, 
Anon  he  yaf  the  soke  man  his  bote. 
Fnl  redy  hadde  he  his  apothecaries,     425 
To  sonde  him  drogges  and  his  letuaries. 
For    eoh  of  hem   made   other  for    to 

winne; 
Hir  frendsohipe  nas  nat  newe  to  biginne. 
Wel  knew  he  th*olde  Esoulapius,       (431) 
And  Deiscorides,  and  eek  Buftis,  430 

Old  Ypooras,  Haly,  and  GkJien ; 
Serapion,  Baads,  and  Avioen ; 
Averrois,  Damascien,  and  Ck>n8tant3m ; 
Bernard,  and  Oatesden,  and  Qilbertyn. 
Of  his  diete  meeurable  was  he,  435 

For  it  was  of  no  superfluitee. 
But  of  greet  norissing  and  digestible. 
His  studio  was  but  litel  on  the  bible.  (440) 
In  sangwin  and  in  pers  he  clad  was  al, 
I^yned  with  taffata  and  with  sendal ;  440 
And  yet  he  was  but  eey  of  dispence ; 
He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  pestilence. 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial, 
Therfore  he  lovede  gold  in  special.       444 
A  good  Wtt  was  ther  of  bisyde  Bathv, 
But  she  was  som-del  deef,  and  that  was 
scathe.  Wyf  of  Bathe. 

Of  dooth-making  she  hadde  swiche  an 
haunt,     •  (459) 

She  passed  hem  of  Ypres  and  of  Gkiunt. 
In  al  the   parisshe  wyf  ne    was  ther 

noon 
Uiat   to   th*  offldng  bifore   hir   sholde 
goon;  450 

And  if  ther  dide,  certeyn,  so  wiooth  was 

she. 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee. 
Hir  coverohiefs  tal  fyne  were  of  ground ; 
I  dorste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sonday  were  upon  hir  heed.  455 
HLr  hosen  wereu  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
Fnl  streite  y-teyd,  and  shoos  fnl  moiste 

and  newe. 

Bold  was  hir  £ftce,  and  fldr,  and  reed  of 

hewe.  (460) 

She  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  l3rve, 

Honsbondes  at  chirohe-dore  she  hadde 

fyve,  460 
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WithoQten  other  oompanye  in  yoaUie  ,* 
But  therof  nedeth  nat  to  spoke  as  nouthe. 
And  thryeshadde  she  been  at  Jerosalem ; 
She    hadde    passed   many  a   straange 
streem;  464 

At  Bome  she  hadde  been,  and  at  Boloigne, 
In  Galioe  at  seint  Jame,  and  at  Ck>loigne. 
She  conde  muche  of  vandring  by  the 

weyei 
(^at^thed  was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
Up-on  an  amblere  eeily  she  sat,  (471) 

Y-vimpled  wel,  and  on  hir  heed  an  hat 
As  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe ;      471 
A  £oot-mantel  aboate  hir  hipes  large, 
And  on  hir  feet  a  paire  of  spores  sharpe. 
In  felawschip  wel  oonde  she  langhe  and 

oarpe. 
Of   remedyes  of   love  she  knew  per- 
ohaonce,  475 

For  she  conde  of  that  art  the  olde  dannce. 
Peraoim. 
A  good  man  was  ther  of  religionn. 
And  was  a  povre  Psbsouv  of  a  toon ;  (480) 
But  riche  he  was  of  holy  thoght  and  werk. 
He  was  also  a  lemed  man,  a  olerk,      480 
That  Gristes  gospel  trewely  wolde  preche; 
His  parisshens  devontly  wolde  he  teohe. 
Benigne  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent, 
And  in  adversitee  fol  paoient ; 
And  swioh  he  was  y-preved  ofte  eythes. 
Fol  looth  were  him  to  oiuaen  for  his 
tythos,  486 

-  Bat  rather  wolde  he  yeven,  oat  of  donte, 
Un-to  his  povre  parisshens  aboate     (490) 
Of  his  offiring,  and  eek  of  his  sabstaonce. 
He  coode  in  litel  thing  han  saffisannce. 
Wyd  was  his  parisshe,  and  houses  fer 
a-sonder,  491 

But  he  ne  lafte  nat,  for  reyn  ne  thonder. 
In  siknes  nor  in  mesohief ,  to  visyte 
The  ferreste  in  his  parisshe,  mache  and 

lyte, 
Up-on  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  sta£  495 
This  noble  ensample  to  his  sheep  he  3^, 
That  first  he  wroghte,  and  afterward  he 

taoghte; 
Oat  of  the  gospel  he  tho  wordes  caoghte ; 
And  this  figare  he  added  eek  ther-to,  (501) 
That  if  gold  raste,  what  shal  iren  do  ?  500 
For  if  a  preest  be  fool,  on  whom  we  troste, 
Ko  wonder  is  a  lewed  man  to  mste ; 

P 


And  shame  it  is,  if  a  preest  take  keep, 
A  shiten  shepherde  and  a  dene  sheep. 
Wel  oghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yive, 
By  his  oleunease,  how  that  his  sheep 
shold  live.  506 

He  sette  nat  his  benefice  to  hyre, 
And  leet  his  sheep  enoombred  in  the 
myre,  (510) 

And  ran  to  Ixmdon,  on-to  sQynt  Ponies, 
To  seken  him  a  chaonterie  for  sooles,  510 
Or  with  a  l»etherhed  to  been  withholde ; 
Bat  dwelte  at  hoom,  and  kepte  wel  his 

folde, 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  misoarie ; 
He  was  a  shepherde  and  no  mercenarie. 
And  though  he  holy  were,  and  vertaoos. 
He  was  to  sinfdl  man  nat  despitoos,    516 
Ne  of  his  speche  daangeroos  ne  digne. 
Bat  in  his  teehing  discreet  and  benigne. 
To  drawen  folk  to  heven  by  faimesse  (5a  i) 
By  good  ensample,  was  his  bisinesse  :  520 
Bat  it  wer^  any  persone  obstxnat, 
What-00  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lowe  estat, 
Him  wolde  he  snibben  sharply  for  the 

nones. 
A  bettre  preest,  I  trowe  that   nowher 

noon  is. 
He  wayted  after  no  pompe  and  reverence, 
Ne  maked  him  a  spyced  conscience,     536 
Bat  Cristes  lore,  and  his  apostles  twelve,  ( 
He  taoghte,  and  first  he  folwed  it  him-\ 
solve.  (530) 

With  him  ther  was  a  Plowmav,  was  his 
brother.  Plowman. 

That  hadde  y-lad  of  dong  Ail  many  a 
fother,  530 

A  trewe  swinker  and  a  good  was  he, 
Livinge  in  pees  and  parflt  charitee. 
GK>d  loved  he  beet  with  al  his  hole  herte 
At   alle  tymUf  thogh   him   gamed   or 

smerte. 
And  thanne  his  neigheboor  right  as  him« 
selve.  535 

He  wolde  thresshe,  and  ther-to  dyke  and  i 

delve, 
For  Cristes  sake,  for  every  povre  wight,     I 
Withoaten  hyre,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
His  tythes  payed  he  ftil  fkire  and  wel,  (541) 
Bothe  of  his  propre  swink  and  his  cateL 
In  a  tabcurd  he  rood  apon  a  mere.         541 
Ther  was  also  a  Beve  and  a  Millere, 
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A  Sojnnotir  and  a  Pa^daneT  also, 

A  Maonciple,  aud  mynqelf;   ther  were 

namo. 
The  Hn^uw  w«0  <i  Bjbaa!^  carl,  for  the 

nonee,  MUler. 

Fal  big  he  wai  of  braon,  and  eek  of 

bone?;  546 

That  proved  wel,  for  over-al  ther  he  cam, 
At  wn^obling  he  wdde  have  alwej  the 

ram,  (530) 

He  was  short^dldred,  brood,  a  thikko 

koarre, 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  nolde  lieve  of 

haire,  55© 

Or  breke  it,  at  a  x^nningr  with  his  heed. 
His  herd  as  any  8OW0  or  fioxt'^mas  reed. 
And  ther*to  brood,  as  though  it  were 

a  spade. 
Up-on  the  cop  rig^t  Cif  his  nose  ha  hade 
A  werte,  and  th^r-on  stpod  a  tofb  of  hares, 
Beed  as  the  bristleS;  of  a  eowes  eces ;    556 
His  nose-thirles  blake  were  and  wyde. 
A  swerd  and  bokeler  bar  he  by  his  i^e  ,* 
His  month  as  greet  was  as  a  greet  fbmeys. 
He  was  a  janglere  and  a  goliardeys,     560 
And  that  was  most  of  sinne  and  har- 

lotryes.  (563) 

Wel  oonde  he  stolen  com,  and  toUen 

thiyes; 
And  yet  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold, 

pardee. 
A  whyt  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he. 
A  baggepype  wel  coude  he  blowe  and 

sowne,  565 

And  ther-with-al  he  broghte  us  out  of 

towne.  Manaciple. 

Agentil  Kauscipub  was  ther  of  a  temple, 

Of  which  achatonrs  mighte  take  exemple 

Portobewyseinbyingof  vitaiULe      (571) 

For  whether  that  he  payde,  or  took  by 

taille,  570 

Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  achat. 
That  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  stat. 
Now  is  nat  that  of  Gk>d  a  fal  fair  grace, 
That  swich  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wisdom  of  an  heep  of  lemedmen?  575 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  mo  than  th{y«« 

t«n. 
That  were  of  lawe  expert  and  cmooa ; 
Of  which  ther  were  a  doseyn  in  that 

hous 


Worthy  to  been  stiwardes  of  rente  and 

lond  (581) 

Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engekmd,  580 

To  make  him  Uve  by  his  propregood, 
Xn  honour  dettelees,  but  he  were  wood, 
Or  live  as  scaraly  as  him  lisi  desire ; 
And  able  for  to  helpea  al  a  shire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  £Ule  or  hf^ppe ;  585 
And  yit  this  mannciple  setter hir  aller 

ci^pe.  Rave. 

The  Bkvx  was  a  sclendze  colerik  man, 
His  herd  was  shave  as  ny  as  ever  he 

can.  (590) 

His  heer  was  by  his  eres  round  y-shom. 
His  top  was  dokked  lyk  a  preest  bifom. 
Fnl  longe  were  his  legges,  and  ftd  lene, 
Y-lyk  a  staf,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene. 
Wel  coade  he  kepe  a  gemer  and  a binne; 
Ther  was  noon  anditoor  conde  on  him 

winne. 
Wel  wiste  he,  by  the  droghte,  and  by  the 

reyn,  595 

The   yelding   of  his  seed,  and   of  his- 

greyn. 
His  lordes  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayexye, 
His  swyn,  his  hors,  his  stoor,  and  his 

pultrye,  (600) 

Was  hoolly  in  this  revee  governing,     599 
And  by  his  covenaont  yaf  the  rekening, 
Sin  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  age ; 
Ther    oonde    no  jnan   bihage   him    in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baillif,  ne  herds,  ne  other  byne. 
That  he  ne  knew  his  sleighte  and  his 

oovyne;  604 

They  were  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  death. 
His  woning  was  fal  fUr  np-on  an  heeth. 
With  grene  trete  shadwed  was  his  place. 
He  coade  bettre  than  his  lord  pnrchace. 
Fal  riche  he  was  astored  priv^,        (611) 
His  lord  wel  conde  he  plesen  sabiilly,  610 
To  yeve  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  good, 
And.haire  a  thank,  and  yet  a  cote  and 

hood. 
In  yonthe  he  lemed  hadde  a  good  mistor; 
He  was  a  wel  good  wrighte,  a  carpenter. 
This  zeve  sat  np-on  a  ftil  good  stoi,       615 
That  was  al  pomely  grey,  and  highte 

Scot. 
A  long  Boroote  of  pers  np-<m  he  hade. 
And  by  his  lyde  h«  bar  a  xnsty  hlade.  (6ao) 
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Of  Northfblk  wag  thk  lere,  of  which  I 

telle,  619 

BiiQrde  « toon  men  olepen  Baldeewelle. 
Takked  he  was,  as  is  a  frere,  aboote, 
And  ever  he  rood  the  hindrefte  of  oat 

route. 
A  SoMxouK  was  ther  with  ns  in  that 

place,  SoBmonr. 

That  hadde  a  fyr-reed  oherofainnes  fiu)e, 
For  sawcefleem  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe. 
As  hoot  he  was,  and   lechMons,  atf  a 

sparwe;  6$6 

With  scalledbiowes  blake,  and  piled  herd ; 
Of  his  visage  children  were  aiicd.  {630) 
Ther  nas  qnik-silver,  litarge,  ne  licim- 

stoon, 
Boras,  oerooe,  ne  oille  of  taartre  neen,  6/3/0 
Ne  oynement   that  wolde   eknse    and 

byte, 
That  hLn  mtgfate  helpen  cf  his  wheUBes 

whyte, 
Kor  of  the  knobbes  sittinge  on  his  chekes. 
Wei  loved  he  garleek,  oynons,  and  eek 


And  for  to  drinken  strong  wyn,  reed  as 

.  blood.  635 

Than  wolde  he  speke,  and  oiye  as  he 

wezewood. 
And  whan  that  he  wel  dxonken  hadde  the 

"w^yni  (<539) 

Thaa  woULe  hespeke  no  word  bnt  Latyn. 
A  fewe  termes  hadde  he,  two  or  three, 
That  he  had  lamed  ont  of  sem  decree ;  640 
No  wonder  is,  he  herde  it  al  the  day ; 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel,  how  that  a  jay 
Can  depen  *  Watte,'  as  well  as  can  the 

pope. 
Bat  who-flo  conde  in  other  thing  him 

gwxp^  644 

Thaxme  hadde  he  spent  al  his  philosophye ; 
Ay  *  iiuettio  qmid  itirtf  *  wolde  he  oiy  e. 
He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kinde ;  (649) 
A  bettre  f dawe  dholde  men  nog^t  flnde. 
He  wolde  soflke,  for  a  quart  of  wyn, 
A  good  felawe  to  have  his  concnbyn     650 
A  twelf-month,  and  esoase  him  atte  Aille : 
Fed  prively  a  finch  eek  conde  he  pnlle. 
And  if  he  fond  o-vher  a  good  felawe, 
He  wolde  teohen  hhn  to  have  non  awe. 
In  «wioh  oas,  of  tl»  etohedeknee  oars,  655 
Boi^  a  Biaiiae»«o«Ui  wwe  inJiiB  pan ; 

P 


For  in  his  pars  he  sholde  y-ponisshed  be. 
^Pors  is  the  erchedeknes  helle,'  seyde 

he.  (660) 

Bat  wel  I  woot  he  lyed  right  in  dede ; 
Of  carsing  oghte  eoh  gilty  man   him 

drede—  660 

For  ooTS  wol  slee,  right   as   essoining 

saveth— 
And  atoe  war  him  <ii(  m  iign^/leavU, 
In  daanger  hadde  he  at  his  owne  gyob 
The  yonge  giries  of  the  diooyse, 
And  knew  hir  ooonseil,  and  was  al  hir 

reed.  665 

A  gerland  hadde  he  set  np-on  his  heed, 
As  greet  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake ; 
A  Ix^eles  hadde  he  maad  him  of  a  cake. 
With  him  ther  rood  a  gentil  Paxx>ohbs 
Of  Boanoival,  his  freend  and  his  compeer. 
That  straight  was  ooinen  fto  the  coart  of 

Bome.  Pardoner. 

Fol  loode  he  song,  '  Com  hider,  love,  to 

me.*  (670)  67^ 

This  sonmoor  bar  to  him  a  stif  bordoon. 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a  soan. 
This  pardoner  hadde  heer  as  yelow  as 

wex,  675 

Bat  smothe  it  heng,  as  dooth  a  strike  of 

flex; 
By  oonoes  henge  his  Idckes  that  he  hadde, 
And  therewith    he    his   sholdres   crveX' 

spradde ;  (680) 

Bat  thinne  it  lay,  by  cdpons  oon  and 

oon; 
Bat  hood,  for  jolitee,  ne  wered  he  noon, 
For  it  was  troased  np  in  his  walet.       681 
Him  thoogfate,  he  rood  al  of  the  newe  jet ; 
Bisohevele,  save  his  coppe,  he  rood  al 

bare. 
Swiohe  glaringe  ^yen  hadde  he  as  an 

hare. 
A  vemiole  hadde  he  sowed  on  his  oappe. 
His  walet  lay  bifom  him  in  his  lappe,  686 
Bret-fol  of  pardoon  come  from  Bome  al 

hoot.  (689) 

A  voys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot. 
No  berd  hadde  he,  ne  never  sholde  have, 
As  smothe  it  was  as  it  were  late  y-shave ; 
I  trowe  he  were  a  gelding  or  a  mare.   691 
Bat  of  his  craft,  fro  Berwik  into  Ware, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  another  pardoner. 
For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwe-beer, 
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Which   that,  he   oeyde,  was  oar  lady 

veyl:  695 

He  seyde,  he  hadde  a  gobet  of  the  seyl 
That  fSynt  Peter  hadde,  whan  that  he 

wente  (699) 

Up-ou  the  see,  til  Jesu  Oriot  him  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croys  of  latoon,  tal  of  stones, 
And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  bones.  700 
Bat  with  thise  relikes,  whan  that  he 

fond 
A  povre  person  dwelling  ap-on  lond, 
Up-on  a  day  he  gat  him  more  numeye 
Than  that  the  person  gat  in  monthes 

tweye. 
And  thos,  with  f eyned  flaterye  and  japes, 
He  made  the  person  and  tiie  peple  his 

apes.  706 

Bat  trewely  to  tellen,  atte  laste,         (709) 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  eoclesiaste. 
Wei  coude  he  rede  a  lessoon  or  a  storie, 
But  alderbest  he  song  an  oifertorie ;    710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songe, 
He  moste  preche,  and  wel  af^le  his 

tonge, 
.  To  winne  silyer,  as  he  ftil  wel  ooade ; 
Therefore  he  song  so  meriely  and  loade. 

Now  have  I  told  you  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
Th'estat,  th'aoay,  the  nombie,  and  eek  the 

cause  716 

Why  that  asBembled  was  this  oompanye 
In  Southwerk,  at  this  gentil  hosteliye, 
That  liighte  the   Tabard,  faste  by  the 

Belle,  (721) 

But  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle      720 
How  that  we  baren  us  that  ilke  night. 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hostelrye  alight. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of  our  viage. 
And  al  the  remenaunt  of  oar  pilgrimage. 
But  first  I  pray  yow,  of  your  curteiiye,  735 
That  ye  n'arette  it  nat  my  vileinye, 
Thogh  that   I   pleynly   speke   in   this 

matere,  (729) 

To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  chore ; 
Ne  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  properly. 
Por  this  ye  knowen  al-so  wel  as  I,        730 
Who-so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man, 
He  moot  reheroe,  as  ny  as  ever  he  can, 
Bverich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al   speke   he  never   so  rudeliche  and 

hirgej 


Or  elles  he  moot  telle  his  tale  untrewe,  735 
Or  feyne  thing,  or  finde  wordes  newe. 
He  may  nat  spare,  al-thogh  he  were  his 

brother;  (739) 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak  him-self  fol  brode  in  holy 

writ. 
And  wel  ye  woot,  no  vileinye  is  it.       740 
Bek  Plato  seith,  who-so  that  can  him 

rede. 
The  wordes  mote  be  oosin  to  the  dede. 
Also  I  prey  yow  to  foryeve  it  me, 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here  in  this  tale,  as  that  they  sholde 

stonde ;  745 

My  wit  is  short,  ye  may  wel  understonde. 
Greet  chore  made  our  hosts  us  everiohon, 
And  to  the  soper  sette  us  anon ;  (750) 

And  served  us  with  vitaille  at  the  beste. 
Strong  was  the  wyn,  and  wel  to  drinke 

usleste.  750 

A  semely  man  o<nr  hoste  was  with-alle 
For  to  han  been  a  marshal  in  an  halle ; 
A  huge  man  he  was  with  eyen  stepe, 
A  fairer  burgeys  is  ther  noon  in  CSiepe: 
Bold  of  his  speohe,  and  wys,  and  wel 

y-taught,  755 

And  of  manhod  him  lakkede  right  naoght 
Eek  therto  he  was  rig^t  a  mery  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan,       (760) 
And   spak  of  mirths   amonges  others 

thinges. 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maad  oar  reken- 

inges;  7<» 

Andseyde  thus :  *  Now,  lordinges,  trewely, 
Te  betfi  to  me  right  welcome  hertely : 
For  by  my  trouthe,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lye, 
I  ne  saugh  this  yeer  so  mery  a  oompanye 
At  ones  in  thii  herberwe  as  is  now.      7^ 
Fayn  wolde  I  doon  yow  mirthe,  wiste 

I  how. 
And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bithoght. 
To    doon  yow   ese,  and  it  shal   ooste 

noght.  (77«^ 

Te  goon  to  Caonterboiy;    Ood  yow 

spede. 
The    blisftU   martir    ^uyte    yow   your 

mede.  779 

And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  hy  the  wcye, 
Ye  ahapen  ypw  to  tihloii  Mid  to  pleyo  t 
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For  trewely,  oonfort  ne  mirtlie  if  noon 
To  lyde  by  the  weye  donmb  as  »  stoon ; 
And  therfore  wol  I  maken  yow  disport, 
As  I  seyde  aist,  and*  doon  yow  som  oon- 
fort. 776 
And  if  yow  lyketh  alle,  by  oon  assent, 
Nowfortostondenatmyjngement,   (780) 
And  for  to  werken  as  I  ihal  yow  seye, 
To-morwe,  whan  ye  xyden  by  the  weye, 
Now,  by  my  fibder  sonle,  that  is  deed,  781 
Bnt  ye  be  merye,  I  wol  yeve  yow  myn 

heed. 
Hold  np  your  hond,    withoaten   more 
speohe.' 
Onr   connseil  was  nat  longe   for  to 
seche; 
Us  thonghte  it  was  noght  worth  to  make 
itwys,  785 

And    grannted    him   withonten    more 

avys, 
And  bad  him  seye  his  verdlt,  as  him 


*  Lordinges,*  quod  he,  *now  herkneth 

for  the  beste ;  (790) 

Bnt  tak  it  not,  I  prey  yow,  in  desdeyn ; 
This  is  the  poynt,  to  speken  short  and 

pleyn,  790 

That  ech  of  yow,  to  sborte  with  yonr 

weye, 
In  this  viage,  shal  telle  tales  tw^ye. 
To  Cannterbnry-ward,  I  mene  it  so^ 
And  hom-ward   he   shal   tellen   othere 

two, 
Of  aTentnres  that  whylom  han  bifinlle.  795 
And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  him  best 

ofalle, 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  telleth  in  this  cas 
Tales  of  best  sentence  and  most  solas,  (800) 
Shal  have  a  soper  at  <mT  aller  cost 
Here  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  post, 
Whan  that  we  oome  agayn  fro  Gaunter- 

bmy.  801 

And  for  to  make  yow  the  move  mery, 
I  wol  my-selven  gladly  with  yow  lyde. 
Bight  at  myn  owne  cost,  and  be  yonr 

gyde. 
And  who-flo  wol  my  jngement  withseye 
Shal  paye  al   that  we  spenden  by  the 

weye.  806 

And  if  ye  yonohe-Mmf  that  it  be  so, 
Tel  me  anon,  with-ooten  wordee  mo,  (810) 


And  I  wol  erly  shape  me  therfore.' 
This  thing  was  graiinted,  and  onr  othes 
swore  810 

With  All  glad  herte,  and  preyden  him 

also 
That  he  wold  yonohe-sanf  for  to  do  so, 
And  that  he  wolde  been  onr  govemonr, 
And  of  onr  tales  jnge  and  reportonr. 
And  sette  a  soper  at  a  oertejoi  prys ;     815 
And  we  wold  renled  been  at  his  devys, 
In  heigh  and  lowe;  and  thns,  by  oon 

assent. 
We  been  aoorded  to  his  jngement.     (830) 
And  ther-np-on  the  wyn  was  fet  anon ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  reste  wente  echon, 
With-onten  any  lenger  tarjringe.  821 

A-morwe,  whanthat  day  bigau  to  springe, 
Up   roos   onr   host,  and  was   onr  aller 

cok, 
And  gadrede  ns  togidre,  alle  in  a  flok. 
And  forth  we  riden,  a  litel  more  than 
Vt^  825 

Un-to  the  watering  of  seint  Thomas. 
And  there  onr  host  bigan  his  hors  areete, 
And  seyde ;  '  Lordinges,  herkneth,  if  yow 
leste.  (830) 

Ye  woot  3ronr  forwaid,  and  I  it  yow  re* 

corde. 
If  even-song  and  morw»«>ngaoorde,   830 
Lat  see  now  who  shal  telle  the  flrste 

tale. 
As  ever  mote  I  drinke  wyn  or  ale, 
Who-flo  be  rebel  to  my  jngement 
Shal  paye  for   al  that  by  the  weye  is 

spent 
Now   draweth  ont,   er  that   we   ferrer 
twinne ;  835 

He  which  that  hath  the  shortest  shal 

biginne. 
Sire  knight,'  qnod  he,  '  my  maister  and 
my  lord,  (839) 

Now  draweth  ont,  for  that  is  msm  acord. 
Cometh  neer,'  qnod  he,  *  my  lady  prior- 
ease; 
And  ye,  sir  clerk,  lat  be  yonr  shamfkst- 
nesse,  840 

Ne  stndieth  nog^t ;  ley  hond  to,  every 


Anon  to  drawen  every  wight  bigan, 
And  shortly  for  to  tellen,  as  it  was, 
Were  it  by  aventnre,  or  sort,  or  cas, 
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The  soUie  Is  thb,  tlie  out  fil  to  the  knight, 
Of  which  fhl  blythe  and  glad  was  every 

-wight ;  846 

And  telle  he  motte  his  tale,  as  was  reBotrn, 
By  forward  and  by  composicionn,  (850) 
As  ye  han  herd  ;  what  nedeth  wordes  mo? 
And   whan   this   gode    man    saugh    it 

was  so,  850 

As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 
To  kepe  his  forward  by  his  Aree  assent, 


He    seyde :    '  Sin   I    shal  beginne  the 

game, 
What,  welcome   be  the  cat,  a  Ooddes 

name! 
How  lat  ns  xyde,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.*  855 

And  with  that  word  we  riden  forth  oar 

weye;  (858) 

And  he  bigan  with  right  a  mery  chere 
His  tale  anon,  and  seyde  in  this  manere. 


Here  endeth  th«  prolog  of  this  book;  and  here  bigteneth  the  first  tale, 
which  it  tha  Knightes  Tale. 


THE    KNIGHTES    TALE. 


lamque  damoi  poMaa^  ScUhice  pott  4up«ra  geatk 
Frelia,  laurigero,  <fc  [Statins,  Tkeb.  zii.  519.] 


Wrtlom,  as  olde  stories  tellen  ns, 
Ther  was  a  dnk  that  highte  T^^^tasS  t  8tio 
Of  Athenes  he  was  lord  and  govemonr, 
And  in  his  tyme  swioh  a  conqmeroor. 
That  gretter  was  ther  noon  nnder  the 

Sonne. 
Fol  many   a   riche   contree   hadde   he 

wonne ;  864 

What  with  his  wisdom  and  his  chivaliye, 
He  conquered  al  the  regno  of  Femenye, 
That  whylom  was  y-oleped  Soithia ; 
And  weddede  the  qnene  IpoUt^  (10) 

And  broghte  hir  hoom  with  him  in  his 

contree  869 

With  mnchelglorieaadgreet  solempnitee, 
And  eek  hir  yonge  snster  Smalxfi- 
And  thns  with  yiotorie  and  with  melodyo 


Lete    I    this    noble    dnk    to  Athenes 

lyde. 
And  al  his  boost,  in  annes,  him  bisyde. 

And  cartes,  if  it  nere  to  long  to  here,  875 
I  wolde  han  told  yow  Ailly  the  manen, 
How  wonnen  was  the  regno  of  Femenye 
By  Thesens,  and  by  his  ohivaliye ;       («6) 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwixen  Athenfis  and  Amaaones ;       880 
And  how  asseged  was  Ip<dita, 
The  fidre  hardy  qnene  of  Soithia ; 
And  of  the  feste  that  was  at  hir  weddinge, 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hir  hooowxnninge; 
Bat  al  that  thing  I  moot  as  now  forbore. 
I  have,  God  woot,  a  lai^  feeld  to  ere,  886 
And  wayke  been  the  oxen'  in  my  plough. 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  is  long  y-nongh. 
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I  wol  iifii  letten  eek  noon  of  this  ronte ; 
Lot  evary  felawe  telle  hii  tale  abonte,  890 
And  lat  see  now  who   ihal  the   soper 

winne;  (33) 

And  ther  I  lefte,  I  wol  9geyn.  Uginne. 

This  dnk,  of  whom  I  make  menosomi, 
When  he  was  come  almost  nnto  the 

tonn, 
In  al  his  wele  and  in  his  moste  pryde,  895 
He  was  war,  as  he  oaste  his  eye  asyde, 
Wher  that  ther  kneled  in  the  hye  weye  - 
A  oompanye  of  ladies,  tweye  and  tweye, 
Eoh  after  other,  olad  in  <dothe6  hlake ;  (41) 
But  swidi  a  ory  and  swioh  a  wo  they 

make,  900 

That  in  this  world  nis  oreatnre  li^iBge, 
That  hexde  swich  another  weymentinge ; 
And  of  this  oiy  they  nolde  never  stenten, 
TU  th^  the  r^ynes  of  his  biydel  henten. 
*  What  folk  ben  ye,  that  at  myn  hoom- 

cominge  905 

Pertorhen  so  my  feste  with  ciyinge?' 
Quod  Theseus,  *  have  ye  so  greet  envye 
Of  myn  honour,  that  thus  compleyne  and 

c»yo?  (50) 

Or  who  hath  yow  misboden,  or  offended  ? 
And  telleth  me  if  it  may  been  amended ; 
And  why  that  ye  ben  dothed  thus  in 

blak?*  911 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  alle  spak. 
When  she  hadde  swowned  with  a  deedly 

chere, 
That  it  was  routhe  for  to  seen  and  here, 
Andseyde:  *  Lord,  to  whom  Fortune  hath 

yiven  915 

Vietorie,  and  as  a  oonquenmr  to  Uven, 
Koght  greveth  us  jmur  glorie  and  your 

honour J 
But  we  biseken  merey  and  socour.       (60) 
Have  meroy  on  our  wo  and  our  distresse. 
Som  drope  of  pitee,  thuiigh  thy  gentil- 

esse,  9x> 

Up-on  us  wvsoched  wommen  lat  thou  falle. 
For  certes,  lord,  ther  nis  noon  of  us  alle. 
That  she  nath  been  a  duohesse  or  a  queue ; 
Now  he  we  caitifs,  as  it  is  wel  sene : 
Thanked  be  Fortune,  and  hir  fk\m  wheel, 
That  noon  estat  assureth  to  be  weel  926 
And  certes,  lord,  t'abyden  your  presence, 
Here   in   the  temple   of  the   goddease 

Clamenoe  (70) 


We  hoa  ben  waytingeal  this  fburtenight ; 

Now  help  us,  lord,  sith  it  is  in  thy  might 

I  wrecohe,  which  that  wepe  and  waille 

thus,  931 

Was  whylom  wyf  to  king  Capaneus, 
That  starf  at  Thebes,  cursed  be  that  day ! 
And  alle  we,  that  been  in  this  array, 
And  maken  al  this  lamentacioun,        935 
We  losten  alle  our  housbondes  at  that 

toun, 
Whyl  that  tiu  sege  therwaboute  lay. 
And  yet  now  th'olde  Creon,  weylaway ! 
ThelordisnowofIli4bestheeitee,     <8i) 
Fulfild  of  ire  and  of  iniquitee,  940. 

He,  for  despyt,  and  for  hisiirannye, 
To  do  the  dede  bedyas  Tileinye, 
Of  alle  our  lordes,  wbiche  that  ben  dawe, 
Hath  alle  the  boiyeaon  an  heep  y-drawe, 
And  wol  nat  suffiren  hem,  by  noon  asssnt, 
Neither  to  been  y^buried  nor  jr-brent,  946 
But  maketh  houndes  ete  hem  in  despyt' 
And  with  that  word,  witii-outan  more 

respyt,  (90) 

They  Alien  gmf,  and  oryden  pitofidy, 
^Have  on   us  wreoched  wommen   som 

mercy,  990 

And  lat  oar  sorwe  sinken  in  thyn  herte.' 
This  gentil  duk  doun  flrom  his  courser 


Witii  herte  pitows,  whan  he  herde  hem 

speke. 
Hhn  thoughte  that  his  herte  wolde  breke, 
Whan  he  sough  hem  00  pitous  and  so 
TBoaiy  955 

That  wh^om  weren  of  to  greet  estate 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  alle  up  hente, 
And  hem  conforteth  In  ttd  good  entente ; 
And  swoor  his  00th,  as  he  was  trewe 
knight,  (loi) 

He  wolde  doon  00  fbrfortiily  his  might  960 
Up-on  the  tyraunt  Creon  hem  to  wreke, 
That  al  the  peple  of  Grece  sholde  speke 
How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  y-served, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  deeth  M  wel  de- 
served. 964 
And  right  anoon,  with-outen  more  abood,  - 
His  baner  he  desplayeth,  and  forth  rood 
To  Thebes-ward,  and  al  his  host  bisyde ; 
No  neer  AthenSs  wolde  he  go  ne  ryde, 
Ke  take  his  ese  ftilly  half  a  day,         (in) 
But  onward  on  his  wey  that  night  he  lay ; 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


43« 


A.    Z^t  %mcfittB  Zatt. 


[t.  973-1053. 


And  sente  anoon  Ipolita  the  qaene,      971 
And  Emelye  liir  yonge  snster  shene, 
Un-to  ihe  toxin  of  Athenfis  to  dwelle; 
And  forth  he  rit;  ther  nis  namore  to 

telle. 
The  rede  statne  of  Man,  with  spere 

and  targe,  975 

80  shyneth  in  his  whyte  baner  large, 
That  alle  the  feeldea  gliteren  np  and  doun ; 
And  hy  his  baner  bom  is  his  penonn  (ix») 
Of  gold  All  riohe,  in  which  ther  was 

y-bete 
The  MinoiaTur,  whieh  that  he  dongh  in 

Crete.  980 

Thus  rit  this  dnk,  thnsxit  this  oonqaeroar, 
And  in  his  host  of  ohiyalxye  the  floor, 
Til  that  he  cam  to  Thebes,  and  alighte 
Paire  in  a  feeld,  ther  as  he  thoghte  flghte. 
Bat  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thing,  985 
With  OreoD,  which  that  was  of  Thebes 

king, 
He  fifcoght,  and  slongfa  him  manly  as 

a  knight 
In  ideyn  bataille,  and  pntte  the  folk  to 

flight?  (130) 

And  by  assant  he  wan  the  oitee  after, 
And  rente  adeem  bothe  wal,  and  sparre, 

and  rafter ;  990 

And  to  the  ladyes  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  hir  honsbondes  that  were 

To  doon  obsdqnies,  as  was  tho  the  gyse. 
Bnt  it  were  al  to  long  for  to  devyse     994 
The  grete  clamoor  and  the  waymentinge 
That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brenninge 
Of  the  bodyes,  and  the  grete  honour 
That  Thesens,  the  noble  oonqneroor,  (140) 
Doth  to  the  ladyes,  whan  they  from  him 

wente ;  999 

Bnt  shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whan  that  this  worthy  dnk,  this  Thesens, 
Hath  Creon  slayn,  and  wonne  Thebes 

thns, 
Stille  in  that  feeld  he  took  al  night  his 

reste, 
And  dide  with  al  the  contree   as  him 

leste.  1004 

To  ransake  in  the  tas  of  bodyes  dede, 
Hem  for  to  strepe  of  barneys  and  of  wede, 
Thp  pilonrs  diden  bisinesse  and  onre, 
After  the  bataille  and  disoonfttnre.     (150) 


And  to  bifel,  that  in  the  tas  they  fonnde, 
Thnrgh-girt  with  many  a  grevons  blody 

wonnde,  loio 

Two  yonge  knightes  ligging  by  and  by, 
Bothe  in  oon  armes,  wroght  fal  riohely, 
Of  whiche  two,  Aroita  hight  that  oon, 
And  that  other  knight  hight  Palamon« 
Nat  folly  qnike,  ne  fally  dede  they  were, 
Bnt  by  hir  oote-armnres,  and  byhirgere, 
The  herandes  knewe  hem  best  in  special, 
As  they  that  weren  of  the  blood  royal  (i6q) 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  snstrea  two  y-bom. 
Ont  of  the  tas  the  pilonrs  ban  hem  torn. 
And  ban   hem    caried  softe  nn-to  the 

tente  1021 

Of  Thesens,  and  he  fbl  sone  hem  sente 
To  Athenes,  to  dwellen  in  prisonn 
FerpefcneUy,  he  nolde  no  rannsoon. 
And  whan  this  worthy  dnk  hath  thns 

y-don,  xoa5 

He  took  his  host,  and  boom  he  rood  anon 
With  lanrer  crowned  as  a  conqneronr ; 
And  there   he  liveth,  in  joye  and   in 

hononr,  (170) 

Terme  of  his  lyf ;  what  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
And  in  atonr,  in  angwish  and  in  wo,  1030 
IXwellen  this  Falamonn  and  eek  Aroite, 
For  evermore,  ther  may  no  gold  hem 

qnyte. 
This  i>asseth  yeer  by  jreer,  and  day  by 

day. 
Til  it  fil  ones,  Sn  a  morwe  of  May, 
That  Emelye,  that  furer  was  to  sene  1035 
Than  is  the  lllie  npon  his  stalke  grene. 
And  freflflher  than  the  May  with  flonres 

newe —  (179) 

For  with  the  rose  oolonr  stroof  hir  hewe, 
I  noot  which  was  the  fairer  of  hem  two— 
Er  it  were  day,  as  was  hir  wone  to  do. 
She  was  arisen,  and  al  redy  dight ;     1041 
For  May  wol  have  no  slogardye  a-night. 
The  sesonn  priketh  eveiy  gentil  herte, 
And  maketh  him  ont  of  hii  sleep  to  sterte, 
And  seith,  ^Arys,  and  do  thyn  obser- 

vannoe.'  (187)  1045 

This  maked  Emelye  have  remembrannoe 
To  doon  hononr  to  May,  and  for  to  xyse. 
Y-dothed  was  she  fresh,  for  to  devyse ; 
Hir  yelow  beer  was  broyded  in  a  tresse, 
Bihinde  hir  bak,  a  jrerde  long,  I  ( 
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And  in  the  gsrdin,  »t  the  Sonne  nivriste, 
She  walketh  up  ftnd  donn,  and  as  hir 

liste 
She  gadereth  flooxes,  -party  -whyte  and 

rede, 
To  make  a  sotil  gerland  for  hir  hede. 
And  as  an  anngel  herenly  she  song.    1055 
The  grete  tonr,  that  was  so  thikke  and 

strong, 
Which  of  the  oastel  was  the  chief  don- 

geonn,  (199) 

(Ther-as  the  knightes  weren  in  prisonn, 
Of  whiche  I  tolde  yow,  and  tellen  shal) 
Waseyenejoynanttothegardin-wal,  1060 
Ther  as  this  Emelye  hadde  hir  pleyinge. 
Bright  was  the  sonne,  and  oieer  that 

morweninge, 
And  Palamon,  this  woM  prisoner, 
As  was  his  wone,  l^  leve  of  his  gayler, 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  ohambre  on 

heigh,  1065 

In  which  he  al  the  noUe  oitee  seigh, 
And  eek  the  gardin,  fhl  of  hrannohes 

grsne,  (309) 

Ther-as  this  fresdie  Emelsre  the  shene 
Was  in  hir  walk,  and  romed  up  and 

donn.  1069 

This  sorwefttl  prisoner,  this  Falamonn, 
Goth  in  the  ohambre,  roming  to  and  fro. 
And  to  him-self  oompleyning  of  his  wo ; 
Thathewasbom,ftiloftehes€grde,  'alas!' 
And  so  bifel,  by  aTentore  or  oas. 
That  thnrgh  a  window,  thikke  of  many 

abarre  1075 

Of  yren  greet,  and  sijnare  as  any  sparre, 
He  caste  his  eye  upon  Emelya, 
And  ther-with-al  he  bleynte,  and  oryde 

'a!'  (aao) 

As  though  he  stongen  were  nn-to  the 

herte.  1079 

And  with  that  cry  Areite  anon  np-sterte, 
And   seyde,   *Oodn   myn,   what   eyleth 

thee. 
That  art  so  pale  and  deedly  on  to  see? 
Why  oiydestow?   who  hath  thee  doon 

offence  ? 
For  GKxldes  lcfr%  tak  al  in  paoienoe    1084 
Onr  prisonn,  for  it  may  non  other  be ; 
Fortune  hath  yeven  ns  this  advenitee. 
Som  wikke  aspect  or  disposicionn 
Of  Satnme,  by  sun  oonstellacionn,    (230) 


Hath  yeven  ns  this,  al-thongh  we  hadde 

it  sworn ; 
So  stood  the  heven  whan  that  we  were 

bom;  1090 

We  moste  endnre  it :  this  is  the  short  and 

pleyn.' 
This   Palamon   answerde,  and   sesrde 

•«oyni 

*  Oosyn,  for  sothe,  of  this  opinloon 
Thou  hast  a  veyn  imaginaoioun. 
This  prison  caused  me  nat  for  to  crye.  1095 
But  I  was  hurt  right  now  thuxgh-out 

myn  y8 
In4o  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
Thefidmesseofthatladythatlsee  (240) 
Yond  in  the  gardin  romen  to  and  fto, 
Isoauseof  almy  cxsringandmy  wa  1100 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  orgoddesse; 
But  Venus  is  it,  soothly,  as  I  gease.* 
And  ther-with-al  on  knefis  doun  he  fll, 
And  seyde :  *  Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yow  in  this  gardin  thus  to  transfigure  1105 
Bifore  me,  sorweftil  wreoche  creature, 
Out  of  this  prisonn  help  that  we  msy 

sci4>en. 
Andif  sobemy  destineebeshapen   (250) 
By  eteme  word  to  dyen  in  prisoun, 
Of  our  linage  have  som  oompassioun,  iiio 
That  is  so  lowey-broght  by  tixannye.' 
And  with  that  word  Aroite  gan  espye 
Wher-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  firo. 
And  with  that  sighU  hir  beautee  hnrte 

him  so,  1114 

That,  if  that  Palamon  was  wounded  sore, 
Aroite  is  hurt  as  muche  as  he,  or  more. 
And  with  a  sigh  he  ssyde  pitoualy :    (259) 
'  The  fresshe  beantee  ideeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hir  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place ; 
And,  but  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace, 
That  I  may  seen  hir  atte  leeste  weye,  iiat 
I  nam  but  deed ;  ther  nis  namore  to  seye.* 
This  Palamon,  whan  he  tho  wordes 

herde, 
Dispitously  he  loked,  and  answerde : 
'Whether  seistow  this  in  emsst  or  in 

pley?*  i»5 

'Kay,'  quod  Aroite,  'in  emest,  by  my 

foy! 
Ood  help  me  BO,  me  list  fhl  yvele  pleye.' 
This  Palamon  gan  knitte  his  browes 

tweye :  (270) 
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*It  nere,'  quod   he,   *to  thee  no  greet 

hononr 
For  to  be  ftds,  ne  ibr  to  be  traytonr  1130 
To  me,  that  am  thy  codn  and  thy  brother 
Y-fltrom  fUL  depe,  and  eoh  of  us  til  other, 
That  never,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne. 
Til  that  the  deeth  departe  shal  ns  tweyne, 
Neither  of  ns  in  love  to  hindren  other,  1 135 
Ne  in  non  other  oas,  my  leve  brother ; 
Bnt  that  thou  sholdest  trewely  forthren  me 
In  every  oqb,  and  I  shal  fortl^enthee.  (aSo) 
This  w»  thyn  00th,  and  mjnialso,  certeyn ; 
I  wot  right  wel,  thou  darst  it  nat  withseyn. 
Thns  artow  of  my  coiinseil,  ont  of  donte. 
And  now  thoa  woldest  fkUly  been  abonte 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  ferve. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  stervo. 
Now  certes,  ftds  Arcite,  thou  shalt  nat  so. 
I  loved  hir  first,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo  1146 
As  to  my  oonnseil,  and  my  broker  sworn 
To  forthre  me,  as  I  have  told  bifom.  (apo) 
Eor  which  then  art  y-bonnden  as  a  knight 
To  helpen  me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  might,  1150 
Or  elles  artow  iSnls,  I  darwel  seyn.* 

This  Arcite  ftd  proadly  spak  ageyn, 
*Thoti  shalt,*  quod  he,   *be  rather  fals 

than  I; 
Bnt  thon  art  fals,  I  telle  thee  utterly  ; 
For  iKW  amour  I  loved  hir  flrsterthow.  1155 
What  wittow  seyn?  tiioa  wiBteet  nat  yet 


Whetfaer4ie  bo**  <»wmtnsii  or  goddesK ! 
Thyn  is  affeodoon  of  holinesse,  (500) 

And  myti  1b  Icrve,  as  io  a  creature ; 
For^i^oh  I<toldethM  n^m  a^exrtoM  1160 
As  to  my  'cosln,  «Kd-m^  broiber  awom. 
I  pose,  ihat  thevi  lotedest  hir  bifoni ; 
Wostow  nat  w^  iSbe  oide  olerkM  sawe. 
That  ^*  who  Aol  ysve  a  lo^«r  any  lawe? " 
Love  is  a  gvetter  laiwe,  (by  my  pan,      1165 
Than  may  beyerve  to  amy  erthly  man. 
And  thevefon  potitif  ]»me  and   swich 

decree 
Is  br«ilEe«l-4a(f  fbr  Iove,4n  lAi  degree.  (310) 
A  manvafeet  nedee  hrve;  msngree his  heed. 
Ee  may  nat  fleen  it,  thogh  he  Aolde  be 

deefe^  I 170 

Al  be  she  mayde,  or  widwe,  or  eUee  wjrf. 
And>eek  it  te  <nat  IjAily,  althylyf, 
To  stonden  in  hir  grace ;  namofre  nhtd  I ; 
For  wel  thon  woost  thy-selven,  verraily, 


That  thon  and  I  be  dampned  to  prisotin 
Perpetnelly ;  ns  gayneth  no  raonsonn. 
We  stryve  as  dide  the  honndes  for  the 

boon,  1177 

Theyfoughte  al  day,  and  yet  hir  part  was 

noon ;  (320) 

Ther  cam  a  kyte,  whyl  that  they  were 

wrothe. 
And  bar  awey  the  boon   bitwize  hem 

bothe.  1x80 

And  therfore,  at  the  kinges  conrt,  my 

brother, 
Eoh  man  for  him-self,  ther  is  non  other. 
Love  if  thee  list ;  for  I  love  and  ay  shal ; 
And  Boothly,  leve  brother,  this  is  al. 
Here  in  this  prisotm  mote  we  endare,  11Q5 
And  everich  of  ns  take  his  aventnre.* 
Greet  was  the  stiyf  and  long  bitwize 

hem  tweye, 
If  that  I  hadde  leyser  fbr  to  seye ;      (350) 
But  to  th'effect.    It  happed  on  a  day, 
(To  telle  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may)   1190 
A  worthy  dnk  that  highte  Perothens, 
That  felawe  was  nn-to  dnk  Thesens 
Sin  thilke  day  that  they  were  children 

lyte, 
Was  come  to  Athenes,  his  felawe  to  vi^yte, 
And  fot  to  pleye,  as  he  was  wont  to  do, 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  so:  1196 
And  he  loved  him  as  tendrtiy  ag^jn. 
80  wel  they  loved,  asoldebokes  seyn,  (340) 
That  whMx  that  oon  was  deed,  sothly  to 

telle. 
His  felawe  wente  and  soghte  him  doon  in 

helle;  laoo 

Bnt  of  that  story  list  me  nat  to  wryte. 
Dnk  Perothens  loved  wel  Ardte, 
And  hadde  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  by 

yere; 
And  fynally,  at  reqneste  and  -preyere  1104 
Of  Perothens,  with-onte  any  rannsonn, 
Dnk  Thesens  him  leet  out  of  prisonn, 
Freely  to  goon,  wher  that  him  liste  over-al, 
In  BWieh  a<gyBe,  -as  I  you  teHen  shal.  (350) 
This  was  4he  focward,  pl^ynly  for  t'en- 

dyte, 
BitwiKon  ^Oh«80iis and  ^him  Axcite :     i^io 
That  if  so  w«ve,  that  Ascite  were  y-ibnnde 
Ever  in  his  l3>f,  ^  day  «r  « ight  or  stoonde 
In  any  oontsee  «f  ihhi  SSusssos, 
And  he  weve  oaiight,  itwae  aoorded  thus, 
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Thftt  with  a  fw«rd  he  Bhold«  leae  his 

heed ;  uts 

Ther  nam  non  other  remedje  ne  reed, 
Bntteheth  hie  leve,  and  homwatd  he  him 

iP^ldej  (359) 

Lei  him  be  war,  hii  nekhe  lyih  to  wedde ! 

How  greet  a  lorwe  sofiVeth  now  Aroite ! 

The  deeUft  he  Meth  thnrgh  hie  herte 

snyte;  1290 

He  wepeih,  wayleth,  oiyeth  pitonily ; 
To  sleen  him-eelf  he  wayteth  priyely. 
He  eeyde,  *  Alias  that  day  that  I  was  bom ! 
Now  is  my  prison  worse  than  bifom ; 
Now  is  me  ihape  eternally  to  dweUe  1225 
Noght  in  pnrgatorie,  but  in  helle. 
Anasl  that  ever  knew  I  Perothens ! 
IVxr  elles  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theeeos 
T-fetered  in  his  prisonn  erer-mo.       (371) 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  in  wo. 
Only  the  si^^te  of  hir,  whom  that  I  serve, 
Though  that  I  never  hirgraee  may  deserve, 
Wolde  han  snffised  right  y-nongh  for  me. 
O  dere  ooein  PiKlamon,'  qnod  he, 
*Thyn  is  the  victorie  of  this  aventnre,  1235 
Tpl  blisftilly  in  prison  maistow  dure ; 
In  prison?  oertes  nay,  bat  In  paradys ! 
Wcl  hath  fortune  y-tnmed  thee  the  dys. 
That  hast  the  tig^te  of  hfar,  and  I  th'ab- 

■ence.  (381)  H39 

For  possible  is,  sin  thon  hast  hir  presence, 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
That  by  som  eas,  sin  fortune  is  chaunge- 

able, 
Thoumaystto  thy  de«yr  Bom-tyme  atteyne. 
But  I,  that  am  exyled,  and  bareyne 
Of  aUe  grace,  and  in  so  greet  despor,  1245 
That  ther  nis  erthe,  water,  fyr,  ne  eir, 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  mi^ed  is. 
That  may  me  helpe  or  doon  oonfort  in  this: 
Wei  oughte  I  tterve  fai  wanhope  and  dis- 

*»«»;  (391) 

Vsrwel  my  ijrf,  my  lust,  and  my  gladnesse  t 
Alias,  why  pl^ynen  folk  so  in  commune 
Of  purveyaunceof  God,  or  of  fortune, 
That  yeveth  hem  ftil  ofte  in  many  a  gyse 
Wei  bettre  than  €hey  can  hemwwlf devyse  ? 
Som  man  de^jrreth  for  tohan  riohesse,  1255 
That  cause  is  of  his  mordre  or  greet  sik- 


And  som  man  wolde  out  of  his  prison  fayn. 
That  in  his  hons  is  of  his  m^ynee  slayn. 


InAniteharmes  been  in  this  matere;  (401) 
We  witen  nat  what  thing  we  preyen  here. 
We  faren  as  he  that  dronke  is  as  a 

mous ;  1261 

A  dronke  man  wot  wel  he  hath  an  hons. 
But  he  noot  which  Ihe  i4ghte  wey  is  thider ; 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider. 
And  oertes,  in  this  world  so  fuen  we ; 
We  seken  fJMte  after  felloitee,  1266 

But  we  goon  wrong  tui  often,  trewely. 
Thusmayweseyenalle,  and  namely  I,  (410) 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  opinioun, 
That,  if  I  mighte  escapen  from  prisoun. 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  j<^ye  and  perfit 

hele,  1 371 

Ther  now  I  cm  eoiyled  firo  my  wde. 
Sin  that  I  may  nat  seen  yow,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deed ;  ther  nls  no  remedye.' 

Up-on  that  other  lyde  Falamon,      1975 
Whan  that  he  wiste  Aroite  was  agon, 
Swioh  sorwe  he  maketh,  that  the  grete 

tour 
Besouneth  of  his  youling  and  elanMar. 
The  pure  ftttree  on  his  shhies  grete  (431) 
Weren  of  his  bittresalte  teres  wete.  laSo 
*  Alias  1  *  quod  he,  *  Aroita,  eoein  myn, 
Ofalourstiyf,  Godwoot,  thefruytisthyn. 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large. 
And  of  my  wo  thou  yevest  litel  charge. 
Thou  mayst,  sin  thou  hast  wisdom  and 

manhede,  1285 

AssemUen  alle  the  folk  of  our  kinrede. 
And  make  a  werre  so  sharp  on  this  citee, 
That  by  som  aventnre,  or  som  tretee, 
Thou  maysthave  hir  to  lady  and  to  wyf, 
For  whom  that  I  fmot  nedes  lese  my  lyf. 
For,  as  by  wey  of  possibilitee,  (433)  1391 
€lith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prLson  free. 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  avaxmtage, 
Hore  than  is  myn,  that  sterve  here  in  a 

cage.  1994 

For  I  mot  wepe  end  way^e,  whyl  I  live. 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yive. 
And  eek  with  peyne  that  love  me  yiveth 

•«*>»  (439) 

That  donUeth  al  my  torment  and  my  wo.* 
Ther-wiih  the  ffr  of  jelou«ye  up-sterte 
T^th-inne  his  Inrest,  and  hente  him  by 

the  herte  1300 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  blholde 
The  bcK-tree,  or  the  asshen  dede  and  c<dde. 
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Tho  seyde  he;    'O  ornel   goddes,  that 

go\reme 
This  -world  with  binding  of  your  word 

eteme, 
And  wryten  in  the  table  of  athamannt  1305 
Your  parlementf  and  your  eteme  grannt, 
What  is  mankinde  more  nn-to  yow  holde 
Than  is  the  sheep,  that  ronketh  in  the 

folde?  (450) 

For  alayn  is  man  right  as  another  beste, 
And  dwelleth  eek  in  prison  and  areste, 
And  hath  siknesse,  and  greet  adyersitee, 
And  ofbe  tymes  giltelees,  pardee  !        131a 
What  goyemaonoe  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltelees  tormenteth  innocence  ? 
And  yet  enoreseth  this  al  my  penannce, 
That  man  is  bonnden  to  his  observannoe, 
For  Goddes  sake,  to  letten  of  his  wille, 
Ther  as  a  beest  may  al  his  Inst  Mfille.  (460) 
And  whan  a  beest  is  deed,  he  hath  no 

peyne; 
Bnt  man  after  his  deeth  moot  w^»e  and 

pleyne,  13^ 

Though  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  wo: 
With-onten  donte  it  may  stonden  so. 
Th'  answere  of  this  I  lete  to  divynis, 
Bnt  wel  I  woot,  that  in  this  world  gret 

pyneis. 
AUasl  I  see  a  serpent  or  a  theef;         1335 
That  many  a  trewe  man  hath  doon  meo- 

oheef. 
Goon  at  his  large,  and  wher  him  list  may 

tnme.  (469) 

But  I  mot  been  in  prison  thnrgh  Satnrne, 
And^eekthnrgh  Jnno,  jaloos  and  eek  wood. 
That  hath  destros^ed  wel  ny  al  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  waste  walles  wyde. 
And  Yenns  sleeth  me  on  that  other  ayde 
For  jelooflye,  and  fare  of  him  Aroite.' 
Kow  wol  I  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lyte. 
And  lete  him  in  his  prison  stille  dweUe, 
And  of  Aroita  forth  I  wol  jcm  teUe.    1336 
The  Bomer  passeth,  and  the  nightes 

longe  (479) 

Encresen  double  wyse  the  peynes  stronge 
Bothe  of  the  loyere  and  the  prisoner. 
I  noot  which  hath  the  wofullere  mester. 
For  shortly  for  to  seyn,  this  Palamoun 
Perpetuelly  is  dampned  to  prisoun,    1342 
In  oheynes  and  in  fettres  to  ben  deed ; 
And  Aroite  is  esiyled  npon  his  heed 


For  ever-mo  as  ont  of  that  contree,     1345 
Ne  never-mo  he  shal  his  lady  see. 

Yow  loveres  axe  I  now  this  qnestionn. 
Who  hath  the  worse,  Aroite  or  Palamoun  P 
That  oon  may  seen  his  lady  day  by  day, 
Bnt  in  prison  he  moot  dwelle  alway.  1350 
That  other  wher  him  list  may  ryde  or  go. 
But  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-mo.  (494) 
Now  demeth  as  yow  liste,  ye  that  ean. 
For  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  bigan< 
Explicit  prima  Para. 
Sequitur  para  secunda. 
Whan  that  Aroite  to  Thebes  oomen  was, 
Ful  ofte  a  day  he  swelte  and  seyde  '  alias,' 
For  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-ma    1357 
And  shortly  to  oonduden  al  his  wo,  (500) 
So  mnche  sorwe  had  never  creature 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 

dure.  1360 

His  sleep,  his  mete,  his  drink  is  him  birafb, 
That  lene  he  wex,  and  drye  aa  is  a  shafU 
His  eyen  holwe,  and  grisly  to  biholde ; 
His  hewe  falwe,  and  pale  as  aashen  colde. 
And  solitarie  he  was,  and  ever  allone,  1365 
And  wailling  al  the  night,  making  his 

mone. 
And  if  he  herde  song  or  instrument. 
Then  wolde  he  wepe,  he  mighte  nat  be 

stent ;  (510) 

So   feble   eek  were  his  spirits,  and  so 

lowe,  1369 

And  ohannged  so,that  no  man  coude  knowe 
His  speohe  nor  his  vois,  though  men  it 

herde. 
And  in  his  gere,  for  al  the  world  he  ferde 
Nat  oonly  lyk  the  loveres  maladye 
Of  Hereos,  but  rather  lyk  manye 
Engendred  of  humour  malenoolyk,     1375 
Biforen,  in  his  oelle  fftntastyk. 
And  shortly,  turned  was  al  up-so-doun 
Bothe  habit  and  eek  diqposicioun       (590) 
Of  him,  this  woM  lovere  daun  Aroite. 

Whatsholde  I  al-day  of  his  wo  endyte? 
Whan  he  endured  hadde  a  yeer  or  two 
This  cruel  torment,  and  this  peyne  and  wo. 
At  Thebes,  in  his  contree,  as  I  seyde, 
Up-on  a  night,  in  sleep  as  he  him  leyde. 
Him  thoughte  how  that  the  winged  god 

Meronrie  13^(5 

Bifom  him  stood,  and  bad  him  t/>  be  mnrye. 
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His  depy  yerde  in  hond  he  hta  uprighte ; 
An  hath*weredeap-on  his  hem  brighto. 
Airajed  vrm  this  god  (m  he  took  keep) 
As  he  WM  whan  thftt  Argue  took  hie  ileep ; 
And  8«ijde  him  thus:  *  T* AthdnSe  iheltoa 

wende;  (539)  i39« 

Ther  if  thee  flhapen  of  thy  wo  en  ende.' 
And  with  that  word  Aroitewook  And  sterte. 
*  Now  trewel7f  how  tore  that  mb  emerte,' 
Quod  he,  ^t'Athtoge  right  now  wol  I  £ue ; 
Ne  for  the  drede  of  death  ihal  I  nat  epare 
To  see  my  lady,  that  I  loye  and  serre ; 
In  hir  presence  I  reoohe  nat  to  sterve.*  (540) 
And  with  that  word  he  canghte  a  greet 

miroar,  1399 

A  nd  sangh  that  ehannged  was  al  his  ooUmrt 
And  sangh  his  Tissge  al  in  another  kinde. 
And  right  anoon  it  ran  him  in  his  minde. 
That,  stth  his  fiiee  was  so  disfigured 
Of  maladye,  the  which  he  hadde  endured, 
Hemighte  wel,if  thathe  barhimlowe, 
Lire  in  Athdnes  ever-more  onknowe,  1406 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  by  day. 
And  rig^t  anon  he  channged  h^  amy. 
And  oladde  him  as  a  povre  laborer,    (551) 
And  al  allone,  save  oonly  a  sqnyer,     1410 
That  knew  his  jxrivetee  and  al  his  cas, 
Which  was  disgysed  povrdy,  as  he  was, 
T  Ath^nte  is  he  goon  the  nezte  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  wente  np-on  a  day, 
And  at  the  gate  he  profireth  his  servyse. 
To  dmgge  and  drawe,  what  so  men  wol 

devyse.  1416 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  ssyn, 
He  fll  in  office  with  a  ohamberleyn,   (560) 
The  which  that  dwelling  was  with  Smelye ; 
For  he  was  wys,  and  coadesoon  aspye  14J0 
Of  eveiy  serraont,  which  that  senreth 

here. 
Wel  coude  he  hewen  wode,  and  water  bare. 
For  he  wasycmg  and  mighty  for  the  nones, 
And  ther-to  he  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  doon  that  any  wight  can  him  derysSi 
A  year  or  two  he  was  in  this  senryse. 
Page  of  the  chambreof  Emelyethe  brighte ; 
And  *Fhilostrate*  heseidethathehighte. 
BnthalfsowelbiloTedamanashe  (571) 
Ne  was  ther  never  in  ooort,  of  his  degree ; 
Hewassogentilofeondicionn,  1431 

That  thnrg^ont  al  the  court  was  his  xe- 

Aonn. 


They  seyden,  that  it  were  a  oharitee 
That  Thesens  wolde  enhannoen  his  degree. 
And  patten  him  in  worshipfVil  servyse, 
Ther  as  he  mighte  his  vertn  exceroyse. 
And  thns,  with-inne  a  whyle,  his  name  is 

spronge  1457 

Bothe  of  his  dedes,  and  his  goods  tonge, 
That  Thesens  hath  taken  him  so  neer  (581) 
That  of  hischambre  he  madehim  asqnyer, 
And  yaf  him  gold  to  msyntene  his  degree ; 
And  eek  men  broghte  him  out  of  his 

oontree 
From  yeer  to  yeer,  fal  prively,  his  rente ; 
But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  spente. 
That  no  man  wondxed  how  that  he  it 

hadde.  1445 

And  three  yeer  in  this  wjrse  his  lyf  he 

ladde. 
And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  eek  in  werre, 
Ther  nas  no  man  that  Theseos  hath  derre. 
And  in  this  blisse  lete  I  now  Aroite,  (591) 
Andqiekel  wolofPalamoaalyte.  i45l> 
In  derknesse  and  hoxzible  and  strong 

pxisonn 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Falamonn, 
Forpyned,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresw ; 
Who  f elsth  double  soor  and  hevinesoe 
But  Falamon  ?  that  love  destreyneth  so, 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  gooth  for  wo ; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  prisoner  1457 

Perpetuelly,  noght  oonly  for  a  yeer.  (600) 
Who  coude  rjrme  in  WngHsh  proprely 
His  martirdom?  for  sothe,  it  am  nat  I ; 
Tberef ore  I  passe  as  lightly  as  I  may. 

It  fel  that  in  the  seventhe  yeer,  in  May, 
The  thridde  ni^t,  (as  olde  bokes  myuy 
That  al  this  storie  tellen  more  pleyn,) 
Were  it  by  aventnre  or  destinee,        14^ 
(As,  whan  a  thing  is  shapen,  it  shal  be,) 
That,  sone  after  the  midnight,  Falamonn, 
By  helping  of  a  freend,  brak  his  prisoun, 
And  fleeth  the  citee,  foste  as  he  may  go ; 
For  he  had  yive  his  gayler  drinke  so  1470 
Of  a  darree,  maad  of  a  certeyn  wyn,  (613) 
With  nensotikes  and  opie  of  Thebes  i^n, 
That  al  that  night,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

him  shake. 
The  gayler  sleep,  he  mighte  nat  awake ; 
And  thns  he  fleeth  as  fiMte  as  ever  he 

may.  1475 

The  ni^t  was  short,  and  foste  by  the  day, 
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That  nedes-oost  he  mosto  him^selven  hyde, 
And  til  a  grove,  fiMrtie  ther  beayde,  (630) 
With  dxedfta  foot  than  staUceth  Pala- 


For  shortly,  this  was  his  opinionn,      1480 
That  in  that  grove  he  wolde  him  hyde  al 

day, 
And  in  the  nic^  than  wolde  he  take  his 

way 
To  Thebes-ward,  his  fbreendes  for  to  preye 
On  Theseus  to  helps  him  to  werreye ; 
And  shortly,  onther  he  wolde  leee  his  lyf^ 
Or  winnen  Bmelye  nn-to  his  wyf ;      1486 
This  is  th'effeot  and  his  entente  pleyn« 

Now  wol  I  tome  nn^to  Aroite  ageyn,  (^o) 
That  litel  wiste  how  ny  that  was  his 

care, 
Til  that  fortune  had  broght  him  in  the 

snara  i4j|o 

The  bisy  larke,  messager  of  day, 
Salneth  in  hir  song  the  morwe  gray ; 
And  tyry  Fhebos  ryseth  up  so  brighte, 
That  al  the  orient  loagbeth  of  the  lighte, 
And  with  his  stremes  dzyeth  in  the  greves 
The  silver  drqpes,  hanging  on  the  leves. 
And  Arcite,  that  is  in  the  ooort  royal 
With  Theseus,  his  sqnyer  principal,  (640) 
Is  risen,  and  loketh  on  the  myrie  day. 
And,  for  to  doon  his  observaxinoe  to  May, 
Bemembring  on  the  poynt  of  his  de^gr, 
Heonaoonrser,  stertingasthefyr,   150a 
Is  riden  in-to  the  f eeldes,  him  to  pkysi, 
Out  of  the  oonrt,  were  itamyle  ortweye; 
And  to  the  grove,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde,  1305 

By  aventnre,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holds, 
To  maken  him  a  gerland  of  the  groves, 
Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  hawethomoleves, 
And  londe  he  song  ageyn  the  Sonne  sheno : 
'  Hay,  with  aUe  thy  floores  and  thy  grene, 
Wd-oome  be  thoo,  fitire  fresshe  May,  151 1 
I  hope  that  I'som  grene  gete  may.'    (654) 
And  ftom  his  cofirser,  with  a  Insty  herte, 
In-to  the  grove  M  hayrtily  he  sterte. 
And  in  a  path  he  romeih  np  and  dorm, 
ThexHUi,  by  aventiue,  this  Palamoan  1516 
Was  in  a  bnsh,  that  no  man  mighte  him 

see, 
Eor  sore  afortd  of  his  death  was  he.  (660) 
No-thing  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Aroite : 
Qod  wot  he  wolde  have  trowed  it  fol  lyte. 


Bui  sooth  is  sejrd,  gon  sithen  ma^y  yeses. 
That  ^  feeld  hath  eyan,  andthe  wodJa>hath 

ores.'  153a 

It  is  ftil  fur  a  man  to  base  him  evane, 
Eor  al-day  meteth  menatnnset  stenreDe. 
Fol  litel  woot  Aroite  of  his  felawe,      1525 
That  was  so  ny  to  herknen  al  his  aawe. 
For  in  the  budi  he  sitteth  now  fill  stiUe. 
Whan  that  Axoite  had  romed  al  his  fills, 
And  songen  al  the  zoandel  lostily,     (671) 
In«to  a  stndie  he  fll  sodsynly,  1590 

As  doon  thise  loveres  in  hir  qaeynte  geres, 
Now  in  the  croppe,  now  doon  in  the  bceMs, 
Now  up,  now  doon,  as  boket  in  a  welle. 
Bight  as  the  Friday,  soothly  for  to  telle, 
Nowitshynedi,nowitreyneth£B0te,  1535 
Bigbt  so  can  gexy  Venus  oreiroaste 
The  hertes  of  hir  folk ;  light  as  hir  day 
Is  gerfiil,  right  so  ohaongeth  die  anay. 
Selde  is  the  Friday  al  the  wyke  y-l^oe.      • 
Whan  that  Aroite  had  songe,  he  gan  to 

syke,  (68a)  1540 

And  sette  him  doun  with«ontenany  moce : 
<  Alas!'  quodhe,  'that  day  that  I  was  boce! 
How  longe,  Juno,  thusgh  thyomeltee, 
Woltow  werr^ren  Tbebes  the  citee? 
Alias !  y-broght  is  to  coTifhffimin  1545 
The  blood  royal  of  Oadme  and  Amphionn ; 
Of  Cadmus,  which  that  was  the  firste 

man  (689) 

That  Thebes  bulte,  or  flrst  the  tonn  bigan, 
And  of  the  oitee  first  was  oroimed  king. 
Of  his  linage  am  I,  and  his  of-q»ring  1550 
By  verray  ligne,  as  <tf  the  stok  royal : 
And  now  I  am  ao  oaitif  and  so  thral, 
That  he,  that  is  my  mortal  enemy, 
I  serve  him  as  his  squyer  povrely.       1554 
And  yet  doth  Juno  me  wel  more  shame, 
For  I  dar  noght  biknowe  myn  owne  name ; 
But  tber-as  I  was  wont  to  highte  Axeite, 
Now  highte  I  Fhilostrate,  nog^t  worth  a 

myte.  (70*^ 

Alias !  thou  feUe  Mars,  alias !  Juno,    1559 
Thus  hath  your  ire  our  kinrede  al  fordo, 
Save  only  me^  and  wrecehed  Falamoun, 
That  Theseus  martjreth  in  prisoun. 
And  over  al  this,  to  sleen  me  utterly^ 
Love  hath  his  f^^  dart  so  bvenningiy 
Y-stiked  thurgh  my  trewe  caieftil  hmrte, 
That  shapen  was  my  deeth  erst  than  my 

sherte.  4566 
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Ye  olMii.  m* 'witk  your  eoKeHf  Bmeljw ; 
Tb  been  the  cause  wherfor  that  I  dgn.  (710) 
Of  ai  the  vesaenazii  of  myn  other  care. 
Ke  sette  I  nat  the  monntaimoe  of  a  tare, 
So  that  I  oonde  don  aught  to  yoor  pie- 
■aonoe  I  *  1571 

And  with  that  word  he  fil  doan  in  a 

trannce 
▲  longe  tyme ;  and  after  he  np-eterte. 
This   Pahononnf  that   thonghte   that 
thnrgh  his  herte  (716)  1574 

He  felte  a  oold  swerd  sodejmliohe  glyde, 
For  ire  he  qnook,  nolenger  woldehe  bjrde. 
And  whan  that  he  had  herd  Axoitee  tale, 
As  he  wece  wood,  with  £K>e  deed  and  pale, 
He  steiie  him  np  oat  of  the  hoskes  thikke, 
Andseyde:  *Ajroite,  iblae  tsattoiirwikke, 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  my  lady  so. 
For  whom  that  I  have  al  this  peyne  and 
wo,  158a 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  ooonseil 

sworn, 
As  I  fhl  oOe  have  told  thee  heez^nfoxn. 
And  hast  l^r-japed  here  dnk  Theseus,  i^ 
And  falsly  channged  hast  thy  name  thns; 
I  wol  be  deed,  or  elles  thon  shalt  dye. 
Thon  Shalt  nat  lore  my  lady  Emelye,  (730) 
But  I  wol  lore  hir  only,  and  namo ; 
For  I  am  PaJUunonn,  thy  mortal  fo.    1590 
And  though  that  I  no  wepne  have  in  this 

place. 
But  out  of  prison  am  astert  hy  grace, 
I  drede  aoght  that  o«ther  thoushalt  dye. 
Or  thou  ne  shalt  nat  loven  Emelye. 
Ghees  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  dialt  nat 
asterte.'  1595 

This  Arcitd,  with  ful  despitous  herte, 
Whan  he  him  knew,  and  hadde  his  tale 

herd, 

As^fiers  as  leonn,  pulled  out  a  swerd,  (740) 

And  B^de  thus :  *by  GK>d  that  sit  above, 

Nereit  that  thou  art  sih,  and  wood  for  love. 

And  eek  that  thou  no  wepne  hast  in  this 

place,  1601 

Thou  sholdest  never  out  of  this  grove  pace. 

That  thou  ne  sholdest  dyen  of  myn  bond. 

For  I  defye  the  seurtee  and  the  bond 

Which  that  thou  Btjtt  that  I  have  maad 

to  thee.  1605 

What,  vecxay  fo(^  think  wel  that  love  is 

firoe.  (74«) 


And  I  wol  love  hir,  maugfe  al  thy  might ! 
But,  fdrasmuohethou  art  a  worthy  knight, 
And  wilnest  to  darreyne  hir  by  batayle, 
Have  beer  my  troutJie,  to-morwe  I  wol 
natDiiyie,  i6ia 

With-outen  witing  of  any  other  wight, 
That  here  I  wol  be  fbunden  as  a  knight, 
And  bringwfi  hsnuQns  right  y-nough  for 

thee; 
Andobaeathe  bsste,  and  lorve  the  w^oiste 

forme* 
And  mete  and  drinke  this  night  wol  I 
bringe  1615 

Y-nough  for  thee,  and  clothes  for  thy 
beddinge.  (758) 

And,  if  so  be  thai  thou  ray  lady  winne, 
And  slee  mo  in  this  wode  ther  I  am  inne, 
Thou  mayst  wel  have  thy  lady,  as  for  me.* 
This  Palamon  aaswerde:   ^I  graunte  it 
thee.'  1630 

And  thus  they  been  departed  til  a^norwe, 
When  eoh  of  hem  had  loyd  his  feith  to 
borwe. 
O  Cupide,  out  of  aUe  charitee  t 
O  regno,  that  wolt  no  iUawe  have  with 

thee! 
Fal  sooth  is  seyd,  that  love  ne  lordihipe 
Wol  nofl^t,  his  thankee,  have  no  friawe- 
ships;  i6j6 

Wel  finden  that  Arcite  and  Palamoun. 
Aroite  is  riden  anon  un-to  the  toon,  (770) 
And  on  the  morwe,  er  it  were  d^yes 

light, 
Folprively  twohanMsrshathhedif^  1650 
Bothe  suffisannt  and  mete  to  darveyne 
■Die  bataiUe  in  the  feeld   bitwiz  hem 

tweyne. 
And  on  his  hors,  allone  as  he  was  bom, 
He  carieth  al  this  hameys  him  bifom ; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tyme  and  place  y-set, 
This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  met 
Tho  channgengan  the  colour  in  hir  face ; 
Bight  as  the  hunter  in  the  regne  of  Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  gappe  with  a  spere, 
Whan  hunted  is  the  leoun  or  the  here, 
And  hereth  him  come  msshing  in  the 
gxeves,  (783)  1641 

And  breketh  bothe  bo^Rnes  and  the  levee. 
And  tbinketh,  *heer  oometh  jay  mortel 

enemy, 
With-oote  liMle,  he  moot  be  deed,  or  I ; 
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For  oather  I  mot  sifien  him  at  the  gappe, 
Or  he  mot  sleen  me,  if  Hiat  me  mishappe  :* 
So  ferden  they,  in   channging  of  hir 

hewe,  1647 

As  fer  as  evexioh  of  hem  other  knewe.  (790) 
Ther  nas  no  good  day,  ne  no  saining ; 
But  streightfWith-onten  word  orrehersing, 
ISvexich  of  hem  halp  far  to  aimen  other, 
As  freendly  as  he  were  his  owne  brother ; 
And  after  that,  with  sharpe  i^eres  stronge 
They  foynen  eoh  at  other  wonder  longe. 
Thon  mightest  wene  that  this  Falamonn 
In  his  fighting  were  a  wood  leoon,     1656 
And  as  a  omel  iygre  was  Arcite : 
As  wilde  bores  gonne  they  to  smyte,  (800; 
That   &othen  whyte   as   foom  fbr   ire 

wood. 
Up  to  the  ancle  foghte  they  in  hir  blood. 
And  in  this  wyse  I  lete  hemfighting  dwelle; 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Thesens  yow  teUe* 

The  destinee,  ministre  general. 
That  ezeouteth  in  the  world  over-al 
The  pnrveyannce,  that  God  hath  seyn 

bifom,  1665 

So  strong  it  is,  that,  thongh  the  world 

had  sworn 
The  contrarie  of  a  thing,  by  ye  or  nay, 
Yet  somtjrme  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day  (810) 
That  fedleth  nat  eft  with-inne  a  thousand 

yere. 
For  certeinly,  our  appetytes  here,       1670 
Be  it  of  werre,  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  love, 
Al  is  this  renled  by  the  sights  above. 
This  mane  I  now  by  mighty  Theseos, 
That  for  to  honten  is  so  desirous, 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May,  1675 
That  in  his  bed  ther  daweth  him  no 

day. 
That  he  nis  dad,  and  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hnnte  and  horn,  and  honndes  him 

biayde.  (Sao) 

For  in  his  hunting  hath  he  swich  delyt, 
That  it  is  al  his  joye  and  appe^       1680 
To  been  him-self  the  grete  hertes  bane  t 
For  after  Mais  he  serveth  now  Diane. 

Cleer  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  er  this, 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
With  his  Ipolita,  the  fayre  queue,       1685 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  grene. 
On  hunting  be  they  riden  royally. 
And  to  the  grove,  that  stood  fUL  faste  by, 


In  which  ther  was  an  hert,  as  men  him 

tolde,  (831) 

Duk   Theseus   the  streighte   wey   hath 

holde.  1690 

And  to  thelaunde  he  lydeth  him  fnl  right. 
For  thider  was  the  hert  wont  have  his 

flight. 
And  over  abrook,  and  so  forth  on  his  weye. 
This  duk  wol  han  a  cours  at  him,  or  tweye, 
With  houndes,  swiche  as  that  him  list 

comaunde.  1695 

And  whan  this  duk  was  come  un-to  the 

lannde. 
Under  the  sonne  he  loketh,  and  anon 
He  waswarof  AroiteandPalamon,  (840) 
That  foughten  breme,  as  it  were  bores  two ; 
Thebrighteswerdes  wenten  to  and  fro  1700 
So  hldously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  seemed  as  it  wolde  felle  an  00k ; 
But  what  they  were,  no-thing  he  ne  woot. 
This  duk   his   courser  with  his  spores 

smoot. 
And  at  a  stertiie  was  bitwix  hem  two,  1705 
And  pulled  out  a  sweid  and  ciyed,  *ho  t 
Kamore,  up  peyne  of  lesing  of  your  heed. 
BymightyMars,  heshalanonbedeed,(85o) 
That  smyteth  any  strook,  that  I  may  seen! 
But  telleth  me  what  mister  men  ye  been. 
That  been  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  here  171 1 
Wlth-outen  jnge  or  other  offioere. 
As  it  were  in  a  listes  rt^yally  ? ' 

This  Falamon  answerde  hastily 
And  s^yde:  *sire,  what  nedeth  wordes 

mo?  1715 

We  have  the  deeth  deserved  bothe  twa 
Two  woftd  wrecohes  been  we,  two  cay- 

tyves,  ($59) 

Tha,t  been  enoombred  of  our  owne  lyves ; 
And  as  thou  art  a  rightful  lord  and  juge, 
Ke  jreve  us  neither  mercy  ne  reftige,  1720 
But  slee  me  first,  for  seynte  charitee ; 
But  slee  tny  felawe  eek  as  wel  as  me. 
Or  slee  him  first;  for,  though  thou  knowe 

itlyte, 
This  is  thy  mortal  fo,  this  is  Arcite,   1734 
That  fh)  thy  lend  is  banished  on  his  heed, 
For  which  he  hath  deserved  to  be  deed. 
For  this  is  he  that  cam  un-to  thy  gate, 
Andseyde,  that  he  highte  Fhilostrate.  (870) 
Thus  hath  he  japed  thee  Ail  many  a  yeer. 
And  thou  has  makedhim  thy  chief  squyer: 
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And  thii  is  he  that  loveth  Emelye.      1731 
For  sith  the  day  is  oome  that  I  shal  dye, 
I  make  pleynly  my  oonfessioun, 
That  I  am  thilke  woftil  Palamomx, 
That  hath  thy  prison  hroken  wikkedly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  fo,  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loveth  so  hote  Emelye  the  brighte, 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte.  (880) 
Therfore  I  axe  deeth  and  my  jnwyse ; 
But  sloe  my  felawe  in  the  sante  vyse,  1740 
For  bothe  han  we  deserved  to  be  slayn.' 

This  worthy  dak  answerde  anon  agayn, 
And  seyde,  *  This  is  a  short  oondnsioan  : 
Yonre  owne  month,  by  your  oonf essioiin, 
Hath  dampned  you,  and  I  wol  it  recorde, 
It  nedeth  noght  to  pyne  yow  with  the 

oorde.  1746 

Ye  shnl  be  deed,  by  mighty  Mars  the 

rede!' 
The  qnene  anon,  for  verray  womman- 

hede,  (890) 

Gan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  alle  the  ladies  in  the  oompanye.  1750 
Qret  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thonghte  hem  alle. 
That  ever  swioh  a  channce  sholde  iklle ; 
For  gentil  men  they  were,  of  greet  estat, 
And  no-thing  bat  for  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  sawe  hir  blody  woondes  wyde  and 

sore;  1755 

And  alle  cryden,  bothe  lasse  and  more, 
*Have  mercy,  lord,  np-on  as  wommen 

alle!' 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adoan  they  faUe, 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther-as  he 

stood,  (901) 

lil  at  the  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood ;  1760 
For  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 
And  though  he  first  for  ire  qoook  and 

sterte, 
He  hath  considered  shortly,  in  a  clause. 
The  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause : 
And   al-though   that   his   ire   hir    gilt 

accused,  (907)  1765 

Tet  in  his  reson  he  hem  bothe  excused ; 
As  thus :  he  thoghte  wel,  that  every  man 
Wol  helpe  him-self  in  love,  if  that  he  can, 
And  eek  delivere  hin>6elf  out  of  prisoun ; 
And  eek  his  herte  had  compassioun  1770 
Of  wommen,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  oon; 
And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  thoghte  anoon. 


And  Bofteun-to  himself  he  seyde:  *fy 
Up-on  a  lord  that  wol  have  no  maroy. 
Bat  been  a  leoan,  bothe  in  word  and 

dede,  1775 

To  hem  that  been  in  reventaimoe  and 

drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  des]iitoas  man  (919) 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigan ! 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  discreeioon, 
That  in  swich  oas  can  no  divisioun,    1780 
Bat  weyeth  pryde  and  homUean  i^ter 

oon.' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon. 
He  gan  to  loken  up  with  tiyen  lighte. 
And   spak   thise   saone    wordes   al    on 

highte: — 
'ThegodofloYe,ar  bsnedietto,  1785 

How  mighty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he ! 
Ayeins  his   might   ther  gayneth  none 

obstacles, 
He  may  be  ol^wd  a  god  for  his  miracles ; 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owne  gyse   (931) 
Of  everidh  herte,  as  that  him  list  devyse. 
Lo  heer,  this  Aroite  and  this  Palamoon, 
That  qultly  weren  oat  of  my  prisoun,  1793 
And  mighte  han  lived  in  Thebes  royally, 
Andwiten  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy. 
And  that  hir  deeth  lyth  in  my  might 

also;  1795 

And  yet  hath  love,  maogree  hir  eyen  two, 
Y-brog^t  hem  hider  bothe  fbr  to  dye ! 
Now  loketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 
Who  may  been  a  fool,  bot-if  he  love  ?  (941) 
Bihold,  for  6h>ddes  sake  that  sit  above,  1800 
Se  how  they  blede !  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed? 
Thus    hath  hir   lord,  the  god  of  love, 

y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  servyae ! 
And  yet  they  wenen  for  to  been  ftil  wyse 
That  serven  love,  for  aught  that  may 

bifalle!  i8p5 

But  ihia  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle, 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee, 
Can  hem  ther-for  as  mache  thank  as  me ; 
She  woot  namore  of  al  this  hote  fture,(95i) 
By  God,  than  woot  a  ookkow  or  an  hare  I 
But  al  mot  been  asnyed,  hoot  and  cold ; 
A  man  mot  been  a  fool,  or  yong  or  old ; 
I  woot  it  by  my-self  ful  yore  agoon :    1813 
For  in  my  tyme  a  servant  was  I  oon. 
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And  thexfore,  sin  I  knowe  of  loves  poyne, 
And  woot  how  sore  it  can  a  man  distxeyne, 
As  he  that  hath  ben  caught  ofbe  in  his  las, 
I  yow  foiyeve  al  hoolly  this  trespas,  (960) 
Atxeqnesteof  the  quenethat  kneleth  here, 
And  eek  of  Emelye,  my  snster  dere.   1820 
And  ye  shnl  bothe  anon  nn-to  me  swere, 
That  never-mo  ye  shnl  my  contree  dere, 
Ne  make  wene  np-on  me  night  ne  day, 
But  been  my  freendes  in  al  that  ye  may ; 
1 3^w  foryeye  this  trespas  every  deL'  1825 
And  they  him  swore  his  axing  fayre  and 

wel, 
And  himof  lordshipeand  of  mercy  preyde, 
And  he  hem  graunteth  grace,  and  thus  he 

seyde:  (970) 

*  To  speke  of  royal  linage  and  richesse, 

nuragh  that  she  were  a  qnene  or  a  prin- 

oesse,  1830 

Eoh  of  yow  bothe  is  worthy,  dontelees, 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is,  but  nathelees 
I  speke  as  for  my  snster  Emelye, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  stryf  and  jeloosye; 
Ye  wootyonr-self;  she  may  not  wedden  two 
At  ones,  thoogh  ye  flghten  ever-mo  :  1856 
That  oon  of  yow,  al  be  him  looth  or  leef, 
He  moot  go  pypen  in  an  ivy-leef ;      (980) 
This  is  to  seyn,  she  may  nat  now  han 

bothe, 
Al  be  ye  never  so  jeloas,ne  so  wrothe.  1840 
And  for-thy  I  yow  patte  in  this  degree. 
That  eoh  of  yow  shal  have  his  destinee 
As  him  is  shape ;  and  herkneth  in  what 

wyse; 
Lo,  heer  your  ende  of  that  I  shal  devyse. 
"iiy  wil  is  this,  for  plat  oondnsionn,  1845 
With-oaten  any  replicaoioon. 
If  that  yow  lyketh,  tak  it  for  the  beste, 
That  everioh  of  yow  shal  gon  wher  him 

leste  (990) 

Frely,  with-outen  rannson  or  dannger ; 
And  this  day  fifty  wykes,  fer  ne  ner,  1850 
Everioh  of  yow  shal  biinge  an  hundred 

knightes, 
Armed  for  listes  up  at  alle  rightes, 
Al  redy  to  darreyne  hir  by  bataille. 
And  this  bihote  I  yow,  with-onten  fkille, 
Up-on  my  trouthe,  and  as  I  am  a  knight. 
That  whether  of  yow  bothe  that  hath 

naigkt,  (998)  1856 

This  is  to  seyn,  that  whether  he  or  thou 


May  with  his  hundred,  as  I  spak  of  now, 
Sleen  his  contrarie,  or  out  of  listes  dxyve. 
Him  shal  I  yeve  Emelya  to  wyve,  i860 
To  whom  that  fortune  yeveth  so  fair  a 

grace. 
The  listes  shal  I  maken  in  this  place, 
And  Gk)d  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe, 
As  I  shal  even  juge  been  and  trewe.    1864 
Ye  shul  non  otiier  ende  with  me  maken. 
That  oon  of  yow  ne  shal  be  deed  or  taken. 
And  if  yow  thinketh  this  is  wel  y-sayd, 
Seyeth  your  avys,  and  holdeth  yow  apayd. 
This  is  your  ende  and  your  condusioun.' 
"Who  loketh  lightly  now  but  Falamoun? 
"Who  springeth  up  for  joye  but  Arcite?  1871 
Who  couthe  telle,  or  who  couthe  it  endyte, 
The  joye  that  is  maked  in  the  place 
Whan  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fair  a  grace? 
But  doun  on  knees  wente  every  manor 

wight,  187s 

And  thanked  him  with  al  her  herte  and 

might. 
And  namely  the  Thebans  ofte  sythe. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  herte 

blythe  (1020) 

They  take  hir  leve,  and  hom-ward  gonne 

they  ryde 
To  Thebes,  with  his  oldewalleswyde.  1880 
Explicit  secunda  pars. 
Sequitnr  pars  terda. 
I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  nedigence. 
If  I  foiyete  to  tellen  the  dispence 
Of  Theseus,  that  goth  so  bisily 
To  maken  up  the  listes  royally ; 
That  swioh  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was,  1885 
I  dar  wd  seyn  that  in  this  world  ther 

nas. 
The  circuit  a  myle  was  aboute,         (1029; 
Walled  of  stoon,  and  diched  al  with-oute. 
Bound  was  the  shap,  in  maner  of  oompas, 
Ful  of  degrees,  the  heighte  of  sixty  pas,  1890 
That,  whan  a  man  was  set  on  o  degree, 
He  letted  nat  his  felawe  for  to  see. 
Est-ward  ther  stood  a  gate  of  marbd 

whyt. 
West-ward,  right  swich  another  in  the 

opposit.  1894 

And  shortly  to  condnden,  swich  a  place 
Was  noon  in  erthe,  as  in  so  litel  space ; 
For  in  the  lond  ther  nas  no  crafty  man, 
That  geometric  or  ars-metrik  can,   (1040) 
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Ne  pnrtziQToiir,  ne  kerver  of  images, 
That  Theseas  ne  yaf  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  devjse.  1901 
And  for  to  doon  his  xyte  and  saorifjfw, 
He  est-ward  hath,  np-on  the  gate  above, 
In  worship  of  Venus*  goddesse  of  love, 
Bon  make  an  auter  and  an  oratorie ;  1905 
And  west-ward,  in  the  minde  and  in 

memorie 
Of  Mars,   he  maked  hath  right  swioh 

another, 
That  ooste  largely  of  gold  a  fother.  (1090) 
And  north-ward,  in  a  tonxet  on  the  wal. 
Of  elabastre  whyt  and  reed  coral       1910 
An  oratorie  ziohe  for  to  see, 
In  worship  €ft  Pjraneof  chastitee, 
Hath  Theseus  don  wroght  in  noUe  wyse. 

Bat  yet  hadde  I  foiyeten  to  devyse 
The  noble  kerving,  and  the  pwtreitiizes, 
The  ihap,  the  ooonteaannoe,  and   the 

figures,  i9><^ 

That  weren  in  thise  oratories  three. 
Pirst  in  the  temple  d  Y^i^nf  maystow 

see  (1060) 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  M  pitoos  to  biholde, 
The  broken  slepes,  and  the  sykes  oolde ; 
The  sacred  teres,  and  the  waymenting ; 
The  ftnry  strokes  of  the  desiring,  1922 

That  loves  servaonts  in  this  lyf  endnren ; 
The  othes,  that  hir  covenants  assnren ; 
Hesaonoe  and  hope,  de^yr,  fod-haidi- 

nesse,  i9>5 

Beaatee  and  yonthe,  baodezie,  riohesae, 
Charmes  and  force,  lesinges,  flaterye, 
Dispense,  bisynesse,  and  jelocuye,     (1070) 
That  wered  of  yelwe  goldes  a  gerland. 
And  a  ookkow  sitting  on  hir  hand ;    1930 
Festes,  instruments,  caroles,  dannoes. 
Lust  and  array,  and  alle  the  cironm- 

stannces 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  rekne  and  rekne 

By  ordre  weren  pcynted  on  the  wal,  1^4 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  menoimaii. 
For  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citheroon, 
Ther  Yenns  hath  hir  principal  dwelling, 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  portraying, 
With  al  the  gardin,  and  the  Instinesse. 
Kat  was  foryeten  the  porter  Tdelnesse, 
KeKaroisiis  the  faire  of  yore  agon,     1941 
Ne  yet  the  folye  of  king  SaUunon,    (1084) 


Ne  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Heronles— 
T1i*enchanntemcftitsofMedeaand  Circes— 
Ne  of  Tomns,  with  the  hardy  flerscorage, 
ThericheCresoSfOaytifinservage.  1946 
Thus    may  ye  seen   that    wisdom  ne 

riohesM, 
Beaatee  ne  sleighte,  strengths,  ne  hardi- 

nesie,  (1090) 

Ne  may  with  Venos  holds  champartye ; 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

gye.  1950 

Lo,  alle  thise  f<dk  so  caoght  were  in 

hir  las, 
Til  they  for  wo  fid  ofbe  seyde  *allas !' 
SoUyoeth  heer  ensamples  oon  or  two, 
And  though  I  coude  rekne  a  thousand  mo. 
The  statue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  see, 
Was  naked  flstiBg  in  the  large  see,    1956 
And  fro  the  navele   doun   all  covered 

was 
With  wawes  grsne,  and  brighte  as  any 

l^as.  (iioo) 

A  dtole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she, 
AndonhirheedfAdsemelyfortosee,  1960 
A  rose  gerland,  fresh  and  wel  smellinge ; 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dowves  fllkeringe. 
Bifom  hir  stood  hir  sone  Oupido, 
Up-on  his  sholdres  winges  hadde  he  two ; 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  ofte  sene ;  1965 
A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene. 
Why  sholde  I  no|^t  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 
The  portreitore,  that  was  up-on  the  wal 
With-inne  the  temple  of  mighty  Mars  the 

rede?  (mi) 

Al  peynted  was  the  wal,  in  lengthe  and 

brede,  1970 

Lyk  to  the  estres  of  the  grisly  place. 
That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  in 

Trace, 
In  thilke  colde  frosty  regioun, 
Ther^ui  Mars  hath  his  sovereyn  mansioun. 
First  on  the  wal  was  peynted  a  foreste. 
In  which  ther  dwelleth  neither  man  ne 

bests,  1976 

With  knotty  knarry  bareyn  trees  olde 
Of  stubbes  sharps  and  hidous  to  biholde ; 
In  which  ther  ran  a  rumbel  and  a  swough. 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  bresten  eveiy 

bongh:  1980 
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And  downward  firom  an  hille,  under  » 

bente,  (1U3)  1981 

Ther  stood  the   temple  of  Hani  acmi- 

potente, 
Wroght   al   of  bnmed  steel,  of  which 

thentree 
Was  long  and  streit,  and  gastlyfor  to  see. 
And  ther-oat  cam  a  rage  and  such  a  vese, 
That  it  made  al  the  gates  for  to  resa  1986 
The  northren  light  in  at  the  dores  shoon, 
For  windowe  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon, 
Thnrgh  which  men  mighten  any  light 

disceme.  (113O 

The  dores  were  alle  of  adamant  eteme, 
Y-clenohed  overthwartand  endelong  1991 
With  iron  toogh;  and,  for  to  make  it 

strong, 
Every  piler,  the  temple  to  snstene, 
Was  tonne-greet,  of  iron  bright  and  shene. 
Ther  sangh  I  first  the  derke  imaginiTig 
Of  felonye,  and  al  the  ocHnpaasing ;     1996 
The  crael  ire,  reed  as  any  glede ;      (1139) 
The  pykepnrs,  and  eek  the  pale  drede ; 
The  smyler  with  the  knyf  under  the  oloke ; 
The   shepne   brenning  with  the   blake 

smoke;  2000 

The  treson  of  the  mordring  in  the  bedde ; 
The  open  werre,  with  woundes   al   bi- 

bledde; 
Ckmtek,   with   blody   knyf   and    Aatrp 

manace; 
Al  ftd  of  chirking  was  that  sory  place. 
The  sleere  of  him-self  yet  saugh  Ither,  3005 
His  herte4)lood  hath  bathed  al  his  beer; 
The  nayl  y^riven  in  the  shode  a^night ; 
The  colde  deeth,  with  mouth  gaping  up- 

riglii  (1150) 

Amiddes  of  the  temple  sat  meschannce, 
With  dtsconfort  and  sory  oontenaunce. 
Yet  saugh  I  woodnesM  laughing  in  his 

rage;  x>ii 

Armed  complaint,   out-hees,    and   fier» 

outrage. 
The  oareyne  in  the  bush,  with  throte 

y-oorre : 
A  thousand  slayn,  and  nat   of  qualm 

y-storve ;  2014 

The  tiraunt,  with  the  prey  by  force  y-rafb; 
The  toun  destroyed,  ther  was  no^tiiinglafb. 
Yet  saugh  I  brent  the  shippes  h<^9pesteres; 
The  hunte  strangled  with  the  wilde  beres: 


The  sowe  fteten  the  child  right  in  the 

cradel;  (1161) 

The  cook  y-soalded,  for  al  his  longe  ladeL 
Noght  was  fi>ryeten  by  th*infortune  of 

Harte;  aoai 

The  carter  OTer>rid6n  with  his  carte, 
Under  the  wheel  ftil  lowe  he  lay  adoun. 
Ther  were  also,  of  Martes  diviiioun. 
The  harbour,  and  the  bocher,  and  the 

smith  9035 

That  foigeth  sharpe  swerdes  on  his  stith. 
And  al  above,  dep^ynted  in  a  tour,  (1169) 
Saw  I  oonquest  sittinge  in  greet  honour, 
With  the  sharpe  swerde  over  his  heed 
Hanginge  by  a  soiil  twynes  threed.    sojo 
Depeynted  was  the  slaughtre  of  Julius, 
Of  grete  Nero,  and  of  Antonius ; 
Al  be  that  thilke  tyme  they  were  unborn. 
Yet  was  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther-biibm, 
By  manasinge  of  Mars,  right  by  figure ; 
So  was  it  shewed  in  that  portraiture 
As  is  depeynted  in  the  stenes  above,  (1179) 
Who  shal  be  slayn  or  elles  deed  for  love. 
Suf^j^ceth  oon  ensample  in  stories  dde, 
I  may  not  rekne  hem  alle,  thogh  I  wolde. 
The  statue  of  Mars  up-on  a  carte  stood, 
Armed,  and  loked  grim  as  he  were  wood; 
And  over  his  heed  ther  shynen  two  figures 
Of  sterres,  that  been  oleped  in  scriptures. 
That  oon  Puella,  that  other  Bubeus.  3045 
This  god  of  armes  was  arrayed  thus: — 
A  wolf  ther  stood  bifom  him  at  his  feet 
With  0yen  rede^  and  of  aman  heeet ;  (1190) 
With  sotil  peneel  was  depeynt  this  storie, 
In  redoutinge  of  Mara  and  of  his  gloria. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Diane  the  ohaste 
As  shortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  haste,     3053 
To  telle  yow  al  the  descripeioun. 
Depeynted  been  the  walles  up  and  doun 
Of  hunting  and  ofshamfastchastitee.  3055 
Thor  saugh  I  how  woM  Calistopee,  (1198) 
Whan  that  Diane  agreved  was  with  here. 
Was  turned  fh»n  a  womman  til  a  here. 
And  afber  was  she  maad  the  lode-sterxe ; 
Thus  was  it  peynt,  I  can  say  yow  no 

ferre;  3060 

Hir  sone  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may  see. 
Ther  saugh  I  Dane,  y-tumed  til  a  tree, 
I  mene  nai  the  goddesse  Diane, 
But  Fenneus  donghter,  which  thathighte 

Dane.  to6^ 
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Ther  Mra^  I  Atthaon  an  text  y-mnked, 
F6r  yengteannoe  that  he  sangh  IHane  al 


I  ■aagh  how  that  kk  hoimdM  have  him 

eanf^iftiy 
And  fireten  him,  for  thai  theyknewe  him 

naught.  (laio) 

Yet  payntad  -was  a  lital  foriher-moor, 
How  Atihalaate  himted  the  wilde  boor, 
And  Meleagra,  and  many  another  mo,  2071 
For  whioh  Diana  WTOghte  him  care  and  wo. 
Ther  flaoi^  I  naay  another  wonder  atorie, 
The   whiche   me    lift   nat    drawen    to 

BBemorie.  2074 

ThJB  goddoMa  on  an  hert  ftd  hye  seat, 
Witii  smide  honndai  al  abonta  hir  feet ; 
And  nndflcnathe  hir  liMt  ahe  hadde  a 

mcme,  (1919) 

Wezing  it  was,  and  sholde  wanie  aone. 
In  gande  grana  hir  aUitoe  clothed  was. 
With  bowe  in  honde,  and  arwea  in  a  oas. 
Hir  0y&D,  oaate  she  ftil  lowe  adonn,     aoSi 
Ther  Flnto  hath  his  derke  legionn. 
A  womman  travailinge  was  hir  bifom, 
But,  for  hir  child  so  longe  was  nnbom, 
Fal  pttonaly  Lnoyna  gan  she  oalla,     S0Q5 
And  seyde,  *  help,  for  thou  mayst  best  of 

aUe.* 
Wei  ootithe   he  peyntan   lyfly   that  it 

wioghte,  (1M9) 

With  many  a  florin  he  the  hewas  boghte. 

Now  been    thise    listes    maad,    and 

Theaeos, 
That  at  his  grete  cost  anayed  thus    2090 
The  temples  and  the  theatre  eveary  del, 
Whan  it  was  doon,  him  lyiced  wonder 

wei 
Bat  stinte  I  wol  of  Theseus  a  ^yte. 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Aroite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retonminge. 
That  evench  sholde  an  huidred  knightes 

hringe,  2096 

The  bataille  to  darreyne,  as  I  yow  tolde ; 
And  til  Athteas,  hir  covenant  for  to  holde. 
Hath  everiehof  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knightes  (i^i) 

Wal  aimed  fiir  the  warre  at  aUa  xi^btes. 
And  afterly,  thar  trowed  many  a  man  2101 
That  never,  sifchen  that  the  world  bigan, 
Aaibr  to  tpelkb  of  knighthod  of  hir  bond, 
Aa  fsr  as  Ood  hath  makedsee  or  lond, 


Nas,  of  so  fewe,  so  noble  a  eompanye,  S105 
For  aiveiy  wight  that  Invade  chivalrye, 
Aai  wolde,  his  tJwilkei^  han  a  passant 


Hatfiineyadlhathamiglrte  benicftiiAt 
game;  (1350) 

AjuL  wel  was  him,  4hat  <ther-to  chosen  was. 
For  if  ther  fille  to-morwe  swioh  a  oas,  31 10 
Te  hnowen  wel,  UkuA  eireay  lusty  ksi^t, 
That  loveth  paramimia,  and   hath  l£a 


Were  it  in  Engelond,  or  ellea-where, 
They  wolda,  iiir  thaitkes,  wilnen  <to  bo 

thare. 
To  fighta  for  a  lady,  bm*cUe  !  at\$ 

It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see. 

And  right  so  ferden  thay  with  Palamon. 
With  him  thar  wentan  knightea  many 
oon ;  (i><^) 

Som  wol  ban  armed  in  an  habargeonn, 
In  a  brest-plat  and  in  alight  giponn;  aijo 
And  somme  wain  have  a  peyre  plates 

And  somme  woln  havea  Pmoe sheld,  or  a 

targe; 
Somme  woln  banarmed  on  hirloggas  weel, 
And  have  an  as,  and  somme  a  maoe  of 

skeeL  ^124 

Ther  nis  no  newe  gyM,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  yon  told, 
Eveiich  after  his  cphuoon. 
Ther  maistow  seen  coming  with  Pala- 

moon  (1270) 

lignxge  him-self,  the  grate  king  of  Trace ; 
Blak  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  his 

£Eice. 
The  cerdes  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed,     2131 
They  gloweden  bitwixe  yelow  and  reed : 
And  lyk  a  griffon  loked  he  aboate, 
With  kampe  heres  on  his  browes  stooie ; 
His  limes  grete,  his  brannes  harde  and 

stronge,  2135 

His  sholdres  brode,  his  armes  roonde  and 

longe. 
And  as  the  gyae  was  in  his  ooniree, 
Fal  hye  op^m  a  fdatr  ef  gidd  stood  he. 
With  fonxewhyte  boles  in  the  trnys.  (1381) 
In-steda  of  cota-ananre  over  hia  hamaj^ 
With  nayles  yelwe  and  brig^te  aa  any 

gold,  S141 

He  hadde  a  bares  ikin,  eol<4)lak,  for-old. 
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Hislonge  heer  waflkembd  bihinde  his  bak, 
As  any  ravenes  fether  it  shoon  fop-blak : 
A  -wrethe   of  gold  ftcm-greot,  of  huge 

wigbte,  3145 

Upon  his  heed,  set  Ail  of  stones  bxig^te, 
Of  fyne  rpbies  and  of  dyamaonts. 
Aboute    his  char    ther  wenten   whjte 

alannts,  (1^90) 

Twenty  and  mo,  as  grete  as  any  steer, 
To  hnnten  at  the  leoon  or  the  deer,    2150 
And     folwed    him,    with    mosel    fiaste 

y-bonnde, 
Colers  of  gold,  and  torets  fyled  ronnde* 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  in  his  route 
Armed  fill  wel,  with  hertes  steme  and 

stonte. 
With  Aroita,  in  stories  as  men  flnde,  2155 
The  grete  Emetrens,  the  king  of  Inde, 
Up-on  a  stede  bay,  trapped  in  steel, 
Covered  in  doth  of  gold  diapred  weel,  (1300) 
0am  ryding  lyk  the  god  of  armes,  Mars. 
Hisoote-armnrewasofolothof  Tars,  2160 
Coached  with  perles  whyte  and  ronnde 

and  grete. 
His  sadel  was  of  brend  gold  newe  y-bete ; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shuldre  hanginge 
Bret>Ail  of  rubles  rede,  as  fyr  sparklinge. 
His  crispe  heer  lyk  ringeswasy-ronne,  2165 
And  that  was  yelow,  and  glitered  as  the 


Hisnose  was  heigh,  his  eyen  bright  citryn, 
Hislippes  rounde,  his  oolonrwas  sangwyn, 
A  fewe  ftaknes  in  his  face  y-spreynd,  (131 1 ) 
Betwixenyelowand  somdel  bUk  y-moynd, 
And  as  a  leoun  he  his  loking  caste.     2171 
Ottyvo  and  twenty  yeer  his  age  I  caste. 
His  herd  was  wel  bigonne  for  to  springe ; 
His  voys  was  as  a  trompe  thunderinge. 
Up-on  his  heed  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  gerland  fresh  and  lusty  for  to  sene.  2176 
Ui>-on  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  egle  tame,  as  eny  lilie  whyt.        (1320) 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with  him 

there, 
Al  armed,  sauf  hir  heddes,  in  al  hir  gere, 
Ful  richely  in  aUa  manor  thinges.      ai8i 
For  trusteth  wel,  that  dukes,  erles,  kinges, 
Were  gadered  in  this  noble  oonqiMnye, 
IV>r  love  and  for  enorees  of  ohivaliye. 
Aboute  this  king  ther  ran  on  eveiy  part 
Ful  many  a  tame  leoon  and  lepart    2186 


And  in  this  wyse  thise  lordes,  alle  and 

some, 
Ben  on  the  Sonday  to  the  oitee  come  (1330) 
Aboute  piyme,  and  in  the  toun  ali^t. 
This  Theseus,  this   duk,  this  worthy 

knight,  2190 

Whan  he  had  broght  hem  in^to  his  citee, 
And  inned  hem,  everich  in  his  degree. 
He  festeth  hem,  and  dooth  so  greet  labour 
To  esen  hem,  and  doon  hem  al  honour, 
That  yet  men  weneth  tiiat  no  mannes  wit 
Of  nbon  estat  ne  coude  amenden  it.    2196 
The  minstralcye,  the  service  at  the  feete, 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  moste  and  leete, 
The  riche  array  of  Theseus  paleys,    (1341) 
Ne  who  sat  first  ne  last  up-on  the  days, 
What  ladies  fiskirest  been  or  best  daunsinge. 
Or  which  of  hem  can  dauncen  best  and 

singe,  2ao3 

Ne  who  most  felingly  Qieketh  of  love  : 
What  haukes  sitten  on  the  perohe  above. 
What  houndes  liggen  on  the  floor  adoun : 
Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mendoun ;  3206 
But  al  th'effeet,  that  thinketh  me  the 

beste; 
Now  comth  the  poynt,  and  herkneth  if 

yow  leste.  (1350) 

The  Sonday  night,  er  day  Hgan   to 

springe, 
When  Palamon  the  larke  herde  singe,  ssio 
Although  it  nere  nat  day  by  houres  two. 
Yet  song  the  larice,  and  Palamon  also. 
With  holy  herte,  and  with  an  heigh  corage 
He  roos,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrimage 
Un-to  the  blisftd  Citherea  benigne,     2215 
I  mene  Venus,  honuraUe  and  digiie. 
And  in  hir  houre  he  walketh  forth  a  pas 
Un-tothe  listes,  ther  hirtemple  was,  (1360) 
And  doon  he  kneleth,  and  with  humble 

chore  aatg 

And  herte  soor,  he  seyde  as  ye  shul  here. 

Eaireste  of  fiure,  o  lady  myn,  Venus, 
JDoughter  to  Jove  and  spouse  of  Vulcanus, 
Thou  glader  of  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
For  thilko  love  thou  haddest  to  Adoun, 
Have  pitee  of  my  bittre  teres  smerte,  3225 
And  tak  myn  humble  proyer  at  thyn  herte. 
Alias!  I  ne  have  no langage  to  tdle(i369) 
Th'effectes  ne  the  torments  of  mjm  hello ; 
Ifyn  herte  may  myne  hannes  nat  biwr^ye; 
I  am  so  conftis,  that  loan  nog^t  seye.  m$o 
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But  xnttrcy^  lady  bright,  that  knowest  weel 
My  thought,  and  seest  what  harmM  that 

I  feel, 
Considere  al  this,  and  rewe  np-on  my 

sore, 
As  wisly  as  I  shal  for  eyermore,  3334 

Emforth  my  might,  thy  trewe  servant  be, 
And  holden  werre  alw^y  with  ohastitee ; 
That  make  I  myn  avow,  so  ye  me  helpe. 
I  kepe  noght  of  armes  for  to  yelpe,  (1380) 
Ne  I  ne  axe  nat  to-morwe  to  have  victorie, 
Ne  renoon  in  this  cas,  ne  veyne  glorie  2240 
Of  pris  of  armes  blowen  up  and  donn, 
But  I  wolde  have  folly  poeeoBoionn 
Of  Emelye,  and  dye  in  thy  servyse  ; 
Find  thoa  the  maner  how,  and  in  what 

wyse. 
I  reoohe  nat,  bnt  it  may  bettre  be,      M45 
To  have  victorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me, 
So  that  I  have  my  lady  in  myne  armes. 
For  though  so  be  that  Mars  is  god  of 

armes,  (1390) 

Your  verta  is  so  greet  in  hevene  above, 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  love. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  evermo,    2251 
And  on  thyn  anter,  wher  I  ryde  or  go, 
I  wol  don  Sfhorifice,  and  fyres  bete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  swete,  3354 
Than  preye  I  thee,  to-morwe  with  a  spere 
That  Aroita  me  thnrgh  the  herte  here. 
Thanne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

my  lyf,  (1399) 

Though  that  Arcita  winne  hir  to  his  wyf. 
This  is  th'effeot  and  ende  of  my  preyere, 
Yif  me  my  love,  thou  blisftd  lady  dere.' 

Whan  th'orisoun  was  doon  of  Palamon, 
His  saorifice  he  dide,  and  that  anon  2262 
Fol  pitously,  with  alle  ciroomstaunces, 
Al  telle  I  noig^t  as  now  his  observaunces. 
Bnt  atte  laste  the  statue  of  Venus  shook. 
And  made  a  signs,  wher-by  that  he  took 
That  his  preyere  accepted  was  that  day. 
For  thogh  the  signs  shewed  a  delay,  (1410) 
Yet  wiste  he  wel  that  graunted  was  his 

bone; 
And  with  glad  herte  he  wente  him  boom 

ftil  sone.  22yo 

The  thridde  houre  inequal  that  Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  goon, 
Up  roos  the  sonne,  and  up  rocs  Emelye, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Diane  gan  bye. 


Hir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  hir 

ladde,  227$ 

Ful  redily  with  hem  the  i^r  they  hadde, 
Th'encens,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenant 

al 
That  to  the  saorij^oe  longen  shal ;    (1490) 
The  homes  fnlle  of  meth,  as  was  the  gyse ; 
Ther  lakked  noght  to  doon  hir  sacrii^se. 
Smoking  the  temple,  txd  of  clothes  fedre. 
This  Emelye,  with  herte  deb<maire,    j^Sa 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  a  welle ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  ryte  I  dar  nat  telle. 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general ;  sj$5 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  heren  al ; 
To  him   that  meneth  wel,  it  were  no 

charge: 
But  it  is  good  a  man  ben  at  his  large.  (1430) 
Hir  brighte  beer  was  kempt,  untressed  al ; 
Aoorouneof  agreneookcerial  saQo 

Up-on  hir  heed  was  set  ftil  fkir  and  mete. 
Two  fyres  on  the  auter  gaa  she  bete. 
And  dide  hir  thinges,  as  men  may  biliolde 
In  Staoe  of  Thebes,  and  thise  bokes  olde. 
Whan  kindled  was  the  fyr,  with  pitoua 

chere  22^ 

Un-to  Diane  she  spak,  as  ye  may  here. 

*  O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene. 
To  whom  bothe  heven  and  erthe  and  see 

is  sene,  (1440) 

Queue  of  the  regno  of  Pluto  dark  and 

lowe, 
Ooddesse  of  maydens,  that  myn  herte  hast 

knowe  2300 

Ful  many  ayeer,  and  woost  what  I  desire. 
As  keep  me  fto  thy  vengeaunce  and  thyn 

ire. 
That  Attheon  aboughte  cruelly. 
Chaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  that  I 
Desire  to  been  a  mayden  al  my  lyf,    3305 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  wyfl 
I  am,  thou  woost,  yet  of  thy  oompanye, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  venerye, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde. 
And  noght  to  been  a  wyf,  and  be  with 

childe.  (1452)  «3>o 

Noght  wol  I  knowe  oompanye  of  man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and  can. 
For  tho  thre  formes  that  thou  hast  in  thee. 
And  Palamon,  that  hath  swich  love  to  me, 
And  eek  Aroite,  that  loveth  me  so  sore, 
This  grace  I  preye  thee  with-oute  more, 
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As  wnde  love  and  poes  bitwize  hem  two ; 
And  fto  me  tome  owey  hir  hertes  so,  (1460) 
That  al  hir  hote  love,  and  hir  de«yr, 
And  al  hir  faisy  torment,  and  hir  fyr  a$ao 
Be  qneynt,  or  turned  in  another  jdace ; 
And  if  eo  be  thou  wolt  not  do  me  grace, 
Or  if  mj  destrnee  be  shapen  so, 
That  I  ahal  nedes  have  oon  of  hem  two, 
As  sende  me  him  that  mosfc  desireth  me. 
Bihold,  goddesse  of  <flene  ohastitee,    23*6 
The  bittre  teres  that  on  my  chekes  faUe. 
Sin  thou  are  mayde,  and  keper  of  us  alle, 
Hy  maydenhede   thou   kepe   and   wel 

conserve,  (>47i) 

And  yrbyl  I  live  a  mayde,  I  wol  thee 

serve.*  ^30 

The  ^pres  brenne  np-oa  the  anter  olere, 
Whyl  Bmelye  was  thus  in  hir  pr^yere  ; 
But  sodeinly  she  sangh  a  sighte  qneynte, 
.For  Ti|^  aaon  oon  of  the  fyres  queynte, 
And^[iiiked  agayn,  and  after  that  anon 
Thai  other  ^  was  qneynt,  and  al  agon ; 
And  as  it  qneynte,  it  made  a  whistelinge, 
Aa  doon  thise  wete  brondes  in  hir  bren- 

ninge,  (1480) 

And  ait  the  biandes  ende  oat>ran  anoon 
As  it  were  Uody  dropes  many  oon ;    2340 
Eor  whioh  so  sore  agast  was  Emelye, 
That  she  was  wel  ny  mad,  and  gan  to  orye. 
For  she  ne  wiste  what  it  signifyed ; 
But  only  for  the  fere  thus  hath  she  oiyed, 
And  weep,  that  it  was  pitee  for  to  here. 
And  ther-with-al  Diane  gan  appere,  3346 
With  bowe  in  hond,  right  as  an  hunter- 


And  seyde:  *Doghter,  stint  thyn  hevi- 
nesse.  (1490) 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  affermed, 
And  by  eteme  word  write  and  oonfermed. 
Thou  shalt  ben  wedded  un-to  oon  of  tho 
That  han  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and  wo ; 
But  un-to  which  of  hem  I  may  nat  telle. 
Fkrwel,  fmr  I  ne  may  no  longer  dwelle. 
O&e  ^yres  which  that   on   myn   auter 
brenne  2355 

Shul  thee  deolarea,  er  that  thou  go  henne, 
Ibyn  aventure  of  love,  as  in  this  oas.' 
And  with  that  word,  the  arwes  in  the  cas 
Of  the  goddesse  dateren  fiiste  and  ringe, 
And  forth  she  wente,  and  made  a  vanissh- 
inge;  (150a)  3360 


For  whioh  this  Bmelye  astoned  was, 
And  seyde,  *  What  amounteth  this,  alias ! 
I  putte  me  in  thy  proteccioun, 
Biane,  and  in  thy  disposioioun.' 
And  hoom  she  gooth  anon  the  nezte 

weye.  2365 

This  is  th'effeet,  ther  is  namore  to  seye. 

The  nezte  houre  of  Mara  folwinge  this, 
Ardte  un-to  the  temple  walked  is    (1510) 
Of  flerse  Mars,  to  do<m  his  saorifyse. 
With  alle  the  rytes  of  his  peyen  wyse.  2370 
With  latous  herte  and  heigh  devooioan. 
Eight  thus  to  Mara  he  seyde  his  orisoun : 
*  O  stronge  god,  that  in  tiie  regnes  oolde 
Of  Trace  honoured  art,  and  lord  y-holde. 
And  hast  in  eveiy  regno  and  every  lond 
Of  armes  al  the  biydel  in  thyn  hond,  a$j6 
And  hem  fortunest  as  thee  list  devyse. 
Accept  of  me  my  pitous  saorifyBe.    (1590) 
If  80  be  that  my  yontfae  may  deserve. 
And  that  my  might  be  worthy  for  to 

serve  9380 

Thy  godhede,  that  I  may  been  oon  of 

thyne, 
Than  preye  I  thee  to  rewe  up-on  my  pyne. 
For  thilke  peyne,  and  thilke  hote  fyr. 
In  which  thou  whylom  brendest  for  desyr, 
Whan  that  thou  usedest  the  grete  beautee 
Of  foyre  yonge  firesshe  Venus  firee,     3386 
And  haddest  hir  in  armes  at  thy  wille, 
Al-though  thee  ones  on  a  tyme  misfllle 
Whan  YulcanuB  had  caught  thee  in  his 

1«^  (1531) 

And  fond  thee  ligging  by  his  wyf,  alias ! 
For  thilke  sorwe  that  was  in  thyn  herte, 
Have  routhe  as  wel  up-on  my  pejmes 

smerte.  239a 

I  am  yong  and  unkonning,  as  thou  west. 
And,   as  I  trowe,  with    love   ofllonded 

most, 
That  ever  was  any  lyves  creature ;     23915 
For  she,  that  dooth  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
Ne  reocheth  never  wher  I  sinke  or  flete. 
And  wel  I  woot,  er  she  me  mercy  hete, 
I  moot  with  strengthe  winne  hir  in  the 

place ;  (154O 

And  wel  I  woot,  withouten  help  or  grace 
Of  thee,  ne  may  my  strengthe  noght 

availle.  2401 

Than   help  me,  lord,  to-morwe  in  my 

bataille, 
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For  thilko  fyr  that  wtykmi  bronte  thee, 
As  wel  a«  thilke  fyr  now  brenneth  mo ; 
And  do  that  I  to-morwehaveTiotorie.  2405 
Kyn  be  the  travaille,  and  thyn  be  the 

glorie! 
Thy  Boverein  temple  wol  I  most  hononren 
Of  any  place,  and  alwey  most  labonren 
In   thy  pleaannoe  and   in   thy  oraftee 
stronge,  (1551) 

And  in  thy  temple  I  yrcl  my  baner  honge, 
And  alle  the  armes  of  my  oompanye ;  241 1 
And  evere^no,  nn-to  thai  day  I  dye, 
£teme  fyt  I  wol  bifom  thee  flnde. 
And  eek  to  this  avow  I  wol  me  binde : 
My  herd,  myn  heer  that  hongeth  long 
adoon,  H'S 

That  never  yet  ne  felte  offenaio«m 
Of  raeoor  nor  of  shore,  I  wol  thee  yive, 
And  been  thy  trewd  servant  whyl  I  live. 
Now  lord,  have  rcmthe  np-on  my  sorwes 
■ore,  (1561) 

Yif  me  fviotoxie,  laske  thee  namore.*  a4JD 
The  preyere  stinteof  Aroita  the  sfcronge. 
The  ringes  on  the  temple-dore  that  honge, 
And  eek  the  dores,  datereden  M  flMte, 
Of  which  Aroita  somewhat  him  agaste. 
The  fyres  brende  up-on  the  enter  brighte, 
That  it  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  lighte ; 
And  swete  smel  the  gronnd  anon  np-yaf, 
And  Aroita  anon  his  hand  np-haf,    (1570) 
And  more  enoens  in4o  the  tyr  he  oaste, 
Withotherexytesmo;  and  atte  lasts  1430 
The  statue  of  Mara  bigan  his  hauberk 

ringe. 
And  with  that  sonn  he  herde  a  mnrmnr- 

Inge 
Fol  lows   and   dim,  that  ssyde   thus, 

•Victorie*: 
For  which  he  ysf  to  Mars  honour  and 

glorie. 
And  thns  with  joye,  and  hope  wel  to  fare, 
Aroite  anon  nn-to  his  inne  is  fare,     3436 
As  fi^yn  as  fowel  is  of  the  brighte  sonne. 
And  right  anon  swioh  stryf  ther  is  bi- 
gonne  (1580) 

For  thilke  grannting,  in  the  hevene  above. 
Bitwise  Yenns,  the  goddesse  of  love,  2440 
And  Mars,  the  steme  god  armipotente. 
That  Jnpiter  was  bi^y  it  to  stente ; 
Til  that  the  pale  Satnmns  the  oolde, 
That  knew  so  manye  of  aventnres  olde. 


Fond  in  his  olde  experience  an  art,    2445 
That  he  txd  sone  hath  plesed  every  part. 
As  sooth  issayd,  elde  hath  greet  avantage ; 
In  elde  is  bothe  wisdom  and  nsage ;  (1590) 
Men  may  the  olde  at-renne,  and  noght 

at-rede. 
Satome  anon,  to  stinten  stryf  and  drede, 
Al  be  it  that  it  is  agayn  his  kynde,     3451 
Of  al  this  stryf  he  gan  remedie  fynde. 

*  My  dere  doghter  Venos,' quod  Satnme, 
*  My  eoors,  that  hath  so  wjrde  for  to  tnme, 
Hath  more  i>ower  than  wot  any  man.  3455 
Myn  is  the  drenching  in  the  soe  so  wan  ; 
Myn  is  the  prison  in  the  derke  cote  ; 
Myn  is  the  strangling  and  hanging  by  the 

throte ;  (1600) 

The  murmnre,  and  the  cherles  rebelling, 
The  groyning,  and  the  pryvee  empoyson- 

ing:  3460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  oorreccionn 
Whyl  I  dwelle  in  the  signe  of  the  Leonn. 
Myn  is  the  mine  of  the  hjre  bailee, 
The  flOling  of  the  tonres  and  of  the  walles 
Ui>-on  the  mynonr  or  the  carpenter.  3465 
I  slow  Sampsoon  in  shaking  the  piler ; 
And  myne  be  the  maladyes  colde. 
The  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  olde ; 
My  loking  is  the  fkder  of  pestilence.  ( 161 1 ) 
Now  weep  namore,  I  shal  doon  diligence 
That  Palamon,  that  is  thyn  owne  knight, 
Shal  have  his  lady,  as  then  hast  him  bight 
Thongh  Mars  shal  helpe  his  knight,  yet 

nathelees 
Bitwixe  yow  ther  moot  be  som  tyme  pecs, 
Albeye  noght  of  ocomplexioun,        2475 
That  canseth  al  day  swich  divisionn. 
I  am  thin  ayel,  redy  at  thy  wille ; 
Weep  thou  namore,  I  wol  thy  Inst  ful- 

fllle.»  (1620) 

Now  wol  I  stinten  of  the  goddes  abo\ie, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  love, 
And  telle  yow,  as  pleynly  as  I  can,     3481 
The  grete  effect,  for  which  that  I  bigan. 
Explicit  terda  pars. 
Seqnitor  pars  quarta. 
Greet  was  the  feste  in  Athenes  that  day, 
And  eek  the  Insty  seson  of  that  May 
Made   every  wight   to   been   in   swich 

plesannce,  3485 

That  al  that  Monday  jnsten  they  and 

daonce, 
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This  Fftlamon,  as  he  fanght  with  Aroite, 
And  made  his  swerd  dope  in  his  flesh  to 

byte ;  (178a)  2640 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Uziyolden,  and  y-drawe  nnto  the  stake. 
And  in  the  resoons  of  this  Palamonn 
The  stronc^  king  Ligorge  is  bom  adoon ; 
And  king  Emetreos,  for  al  his  strengthe, 
Is  bom  out  of  his  sadel  a  swerdes  lengthe, 
80  hitte  him  Palamon  er  he  were  take ; 
Bat  al  for  noght,  he  was  broght  to  the 

stake.  ((790) 

His  hardy  herte  mighte  him  helpenanght ; 
He  moste  abyde,  whan  that  he  was  canght 
By  force,  and  eek  by  composicionn.  a6si 
Who  Borweth.  now  bat  w^td  Falamoon, 
That  moot  namore  goon  agayn  to  flghte  ? 
And  whan  that  Theseus  had  seyn  this 

Bighte,  a6s^ 

Un-to  the  folk  that  foghten  thus  edboon 
He  Clyde,  *  Ho !  namore,  for  it  is  doon ! 
I  wol  be  trewe  jnge,  and  no  partye. 
Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  have  Emelye,  (1800) 
That  by  his  fortune  hath  hir  £ure  y- 

woxme.' 
Anon  ther  is  a  n<^y8e  of  peple  bigonne  3660 
For  joye  of  this,  so  londe  and  heigh  with- 

alle, 
Jt  aemed  that  the  listes  sh<^e  fkUe. 

What  can  now  fsdre  Y enns  doon  above  ? 
What  seith  she  now?  what  dooth  this 

qnene  of  love  ? 
But  wepeth  so,  fbr  wanting  of  hir  willa, 
Til  that  hir  teres  in  the  listes  fille ;     9666 
She  seyde :  ^  I  am  ashamed,  dontelees.' 
Satnmos  seyde :  'Doghter,  hold  thy  pees. 
Mars  hath  his  wills,  his  knight  hath  al 

his  bone,  (1811) 

And,  by  myn  heed,  thoa  shalt  ben  esed 

flone.*  3670 

The  trompes,  with  the  londe  minstial- 

eye. 
The  herandes,  that  ftd  londe  yoUe  and 

oiye. 
Been  in  hir  wele  for  joye  of  dann  Arcite. 
Bat  herkneth  me,  and  stinteth  now  a 

lyte. 

Which  a  miracle  ther  bifel  anon,        o&js 
This  fierse  Arcite  hath  of  his  hebny-don, 
And  on  a  coarser,  for  to  shewe  his  &ce. 
He  priketh  endelong  the  laige  place,  (iSao) 


Ldking  upward  np-on  this  Emelye ;    2679 
And  she  agayn  him  caste  afreendlich  y^ 
(For  wommen,  as  to  spoken  in  comune, 
They  fdwen  al  the  iayour  of  fortune) ; 
And  she  was  al  his  chore,  as  in  his  herte. 
Out  of  the  ground  a  ftirie  infernal  sterte. 
From  Pluto  sent,  at  requeste  of  Satume, 
For  which  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tnme, 
And  leep  aiQrde,  and  foundxed  as  he  leep ; 
And,  er  that  Arcite  may  taken  keep,  (1830) 
He  pighte  him  on  the  pomel  of  his  heed. 
That  in  the  place  he  lay  as  he  were 

deed,  ^690 

His  brest  to-brosten  with  his  sadel-bowe. 
As  blak  he  lay  as  any  cole  or  crowe. 
So  was  the  Uood  y-ronnen  in  his  fiAoe. 
Anon  he  was  y-bom  out  of  the  place 
With  herte  soor,  to  Theseus  paleys.    ^695 
Tho  was  he  corven  out  of  his  ham^ys, 
And  in  a  bed  y-brought  fnl  fiure  and 

bljrve, 
Forhewas7etinmemorieanda]yTe,(i84o) 
And  alway  crying  after  Emelye. 

Buk  Theseus,  with  al  his  companye,  3700 
Is  comen  hocm  to  Athenes  his  citee, 
With  alle  blisse  and  greet  solempnitee. 
Al  be  it  that  this  ayenture  was  falle, 
He  nolde  noght  disoonforten  hem  alle. 
Men  seyde  eek,  that  Arcite  shal  nat  dye; 
He  shal  ben  heled  of  his  maladye.       9706 
And  of  another  ^ling  they  were  as  fayn* 
That  of  hem  alle  was  ther'noon  yndayn, 
Al  were  they  sore  y-hurt,  and  namely  oon, 
That  with  a  spore  was  thirled  his  brest- 

boon.  (185J)  ^710 

To  othere  woundes,  and  to  broken  armes, 
Some  hadden  salyes,  and  some  hadden 

charmes; 
Farmacies  of  herbes,  and  eek  save 
Th^y  dronken,  for  they  wolde  hir  Umes 

have. 
For  which  tiiis  noble  duk,  as  he  wel  can, 
Conforteth  and  hononreth  every  man,  9716 
And  made  revel  al  the  longe  night, 
Un-to  the  straunge  lordes,  as  was  right. 
Nether  was  holden  no  disconfitinge,  (1861) 
But  as  a  justes  or  a  toumeyinge ;       3790 
For  soothly  ther  was  no  disconflture, 
For  fUling  nis  nat  but  an  aventure; 
Ne  to  be  lad  witii  fors  un-to  the  stake 
Uuyolden,  and  with  twenty  kni^ttee  take. 
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O  penone  aUoiia,  with-oaten  mo,        ^735 
And  haried  forth  by  arme,  foot,  and  to, 
And  eek  his  stede  driven  forth  with  ftavM, 
With   footmen,  bothe   yemen  and  eek 
knavei,  (1870) 

It  nas  aretted  him  no  yileinye,  9799 

Ther  mi^  no  man  olepen  it  eowardye. 

For  which  anon  dnk  Thesena  leei  orye, 
To  stinten  alia  rancour  and  envsre, 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  «yde  as  of  other, 
And  either  syde  y-Iyk,  as  otheres  brother ; 
And  yaf  hem  yiftes  after  hir  degree,  0735 
And  ftiUy  heeld  a  feste  dayes  three ; 
And  oonvctyed  the  kinges  worthily 
Out  of  his  toon  a  jonmee  largely.     (1880) 
And  hoom  wente  every  man  the  righte 

way. 
Ther  was  namore,  bat  *f)u>wel,have  good 
day!»  a740 

Of  this  bataille  I  wol  namore  endyte, 
Bat  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Areite. 
Swelleth  the  brest  of  Aroite,  and  the 
sore 
Encreesieth  at  his  herte  more  and  more. 
The  dothered  blood,  for  any  leohecraft, 
Gorrapteth,  and  is  in  his  boak  y4afb,  ^1746 
That  neither  veyne-blood,  ne  ventosinge, 
Ne  drinke  of  herbes  may  ben  his  helpinge. 
The  verta  expalsif,  or  animal,  (1891) 

Fro  thilke  verta  cleped  nataral  2790 

Ne  may  the  venim  voyden,  ne  expelle. 
The  pypes  of  his  longes  gonne  to  swelle, 
And  eveiy  lacerte  in  his  brest  adoan 
Is  shent  with  venim  and  oorrapeioan. 
Him  gayneth  neither,  for  to  gete  his  lyf, 
Vomyt  apward,  ne  doanward  hoalif ;  ajjfS 
Al  is  to-brosten  thilke  regioan, 
Natore  hath  now  no  dominaoioon.  (1900) 
And  certeinly,  ther  natoxe  wol  nat  wirohe, 
Far-wel,  phi^kl   go   her  the   man  to 
ohirche!  2760 

This  al  and  som,  that  Arcita  mot  dye, 
For  which  he  sendeth  after  Eme^e, 
And  Palamon,  that  was  his  oosin  dere ; 
Than  seyde  he  thas,  as  ye  shnl  after 
here. 
*  Kaoght  may  the  woftd  spirit  in  myn 
herte  2765 

Declare  o  poynt  of  alle  my  sOrwes  smerte 
To  yow,  n^  lady,  that  I  love  most ; 
Bat  I  biqaethe  the  service  of  n^  goft  (1910) 


To  yow  aboven  every  oreaiore, 
Sin  that  my  lyf  may  no  longer  dors.  9770 
Alias,  the  wo  1  alias,  the  peynes  stronge, 
That  I  for  yow  have  safflned,  and  solonge ! 
Alias,  the  deeth  I  alias,  myn  Emelye  t 
Alias,  depacting  of  oar  oompanye  1     2774 
AUas,  myn  hertes  qoene  1  alias,  my  wyf! 
llyn  hertes  lady,  endere  of  my  lyf  1 
What  is  this  world?  what  asketh  man  to 

have? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  ocdde  grave 
|Allone,  with-onten  any  oompanye.    (1921) 
Far-wel,  mj  swete  fo  1  myn  Emelye !  2780 
And  lofte  tak  me  in  your  armes  tweye, 
For  love  c^Qod,  and  herkneth  what  I  seye. 

I  have  heer  with  my  eoein  Palamon 
Had  stiyf  and  ranooar,  many  a  day  a-gon, 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jelon^ye.  2785 
And  Japiter  so  wis  my  soole  gye. 
To  spoken  of  a  servant  proprely , 
With  alia  oiroomstaanoes  trewely,  (19^0) 
That  is  to  seyn,  troatha,  honoor,  and 

knjgfathede. 
Wisdom,  homUefse,  estaat,  and  heigh 

kinrede,  2790 

Fredom,  and  al  that  longeth  to  that  art. 
So  Janitor  have  of  my  soole  part. 
As  in  this  world  right  now  ne  knowe  I  non 
80  worthy  to  ben  loved  as  Pal4mon,  2794 
That  serveth  yow,  and  wol  don  al  his  lyf. 
And  if  that  ever  ye  shnl  been  a  W3^ 
Foiyet  nat  Palamon,  the  gentil  man.'  (1939) 
And  with  thai  word  his  speche  fikille  gan. 
For  firon  his  fbet  ap  to  his  brest  was  OGQtne 
The  cold  of  deeth,  that  hadda  him  over- 

ooma.  d8oo 

And  yet  more-over,  in  his  armes  two 
The  vital  strangtha  is  lost,  and  al  ago. 
Only  the  intellect,  with-oaten  more, 
niat  dwelled  in  his  herte  «yk  and  sore, 
Oan  fiullan,  ^when  the  herte  falte  deeth, 
Dosked  his  eyen  two,  and£Eulled  breeth. 
Bat  on  his  lady  yet  easte  he  his  3r«:  (1949) 
His  lasta  word  was,  ^meroy,  Emelye  I  * 
His  spirit  ohaanged  hoas,  and  wente  th«r,  C 
As  I  oamnaver,  I  tea  nat  teUen  wher.  a6iu^ 
Therfor  I  stinte,  I  nam  no  divinistre ; 
Of  flooles  finde  I  nat  in  this  registre, 
Ne  ma  ne  list  thilke  opinioans  to  telle 
Of  hem,  thoagh  that  they  wryten  wher  j 

theydwaUa. 
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Arcite  is  oold,  ther  Man  his  soole  gye ; 
Kow  vol  I  spoken  forth  of  Emelyo.  3S16 
ShrighteEmelyef  aadhowleth  Fftlamon, 
And  Thosens  his  soster  took  anon  (i960) 
Swowningo,  and  bar  hir  frothooorps  away. 
What  helpeth  it  to  tarien  forth  the  day, 
To  tellen  how  she  weep,  bothe  e^e  and 

morwe?  aSsi 

For  in  swioh  oas  wommen  have  swich 

BorwOf 
Whan  that  hir  honsbonds  been  from  hem 

That  for  the  more  part  they  scnrwen  so, 
Or  elles  fitdlen  in  swioh  maladye,        a^ 
That  at  the  laste  oerteinly  thoy  dye. 
Infinite  been  the  sorwes  and  the  teres 
t\  Ofoldefolk,andfi>lkoftendreyeres,(i97D) 
In  al  the  toon,  for  deeth  of  this  Theban ; 
For  him  ther  wepeth  bothe  child  and 
man;  9830 

So  greet  awepingwasthernoon,  oertayn, 
Whan  Eotor  was  y-broght,  al  fresh  y-slayn, 
To  Troye ;  alias !  the  pitee  that  was  ther, 
Craoching  of  ohekes,  rending  eek  of  heer. 

*  Why  woldestow  be  deed,'  thise  wommen 

oiye,  1835 

*  And  haddest  gold  y-noagh,  and  Emelye? ' 
No  man  mi^te  g^Uiden  Thesens, 
Savinge  his  olde  finder  Egens,  (>98o) 

(That  knew  this  worldes  transm«taoio«ui, 
As  he  had  miyu.  it  ohanngen  np  anddoon, 
Joye  after  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnssse : 
And  shewed  hem  ensamples  and  lykneMe. 
*Bii^t  as  ther  deyed  neyer  man,'  quod 
he,  J643 

*  That  he  ne  livedo  in  erthein  som  degree. 
Bight  so  ther  livede  never  man,'  he  s^yde, 

.*Inal  this  wodd,  that  som  tyme  he  ne 
dsyde.  (19B8)  J846 

This  woild  nis  but  athuji^ifiwefVilof  wo, 
]  And  we  ben  pilgrimes,  passings  toandfto; 
Beeth  is  an  ende  of  eveiy  worldly  sore.' 
And  over  al  this  yet  s^yde  he  mnohelmoro^ 
To  this  effdct,  fU  wydy  to  enhorte  »Ssi 
Thepeple,  thatth^Aoldehemreeonfarte, 

Dnk  Theseus,  with  al  his  bisy  cure, 
Caste  now  wher  that  the  sepoltnre 
OfgoodAroitemaybesty-makedbe,    8855 
And  eek  most  honmable  in  his  degree. 
AndatthelastehetookooQclnsioan,  (1999) 
That  ther  as  first  Arolte  and  Falamonn 


Hadden  fbr  love  the  bataille  hem  bitwene. 
That  in  that  selve  grove,  swote  and  grene, 
Therashehaddehisamoronsdesires,  9861 
His  OOTopl^jmt,  and  for  love  his  hote  fires. 
He  wolde  xuake  a  fyr,  in  whioh  th'office 
Foneral  he  mighte  al  aooomplioe ; 
And  leet  oomaonde  anon  to  hakke  and 

hewe  (aoo;)  2865 

Hie  okes  olde,  and  leye  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  oolpons  w^  arrayed  for  to  brenne ; 
His  offloerfl  with  swifte  feet  they  renne 
And  zyde  anon  at  his  comanndement. 
And  after  this,  Theseus  hath  y-sent  3870 
After  a  here,  and  it  al  over^pradde 
Vnth.  cloth  of  gold,  the  richest  that  he 

hadde. 
And  of  the  same  snyte  he  oladde  Arcite ; 
Upon  his  hondes  hadde  he  gloves  whyte; 
Kek  on  his  heed   a  cronne  of  lanrer 

grene,  9875 

And  in  his  hond  a  swerd  ftil  bri^t  and 

kene.  (aoi8) 

He  leyde  him  bare  the  visage  on  the  here, 
Therwith  he  weep  that  pitee  was  to  here. 
And  for  the  peple  sholde  seen  him  alle, 
Whan  it  was  day,  he  broghte  him  to  the 

halle,  3880 

That  roreth  of  the  crying  and  the  sonn. 

Tho  cam  this  wofiol  Theban  Palamoon, 
With  flotery  herd,  and  mggy  asshy  heres, 
In  clothes  blake,  y-dropped  al  with  teres ; 
And,  passing  othera  of  weping,  Emelye, 
Hie  rewftalleste  of  al  the  oompanye.  9886 
In  as  mnohe  as  the  service  sholde  be 
The  more  noble  and  ridhe  in  his  degree, 
DnkT^esens  leet  fbrth  three  stedes  bringe, 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteringe, 
And  covered  with  the  armes  of  dann 

J^Td^  (aQ33)  3891 

Up-on  thise  stedes,  that  weren  grete  and 

whyte, 
Tlierseten  folk,  ofidiioh  oonbarhissheeld, 
Another  his  spere  np  in  his  hondes  heeld ; 
The  thridde  bar  with  him  his  bowe  Tor* 

k^ys,  3895 

Of  brend  gold  was  the  cas,  and  eek  the 

hameys;  (9038) 

And  riden  forth  a  pas  with  sorweftil  chore 
Toward  the  grove,  as  ye  shnl  after  here. 
The  nobleste  pi  the  GFrekes  that  ther  were 
Upon  hir  shnldresoarieden  the  bete,  9900 
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With  slakke  pac,  and  eyon  x^odeaad  wete, 
Thnxgh-oat  the  oitee,  byt  he  nudttoi^^trete, 
That  iprad  was  al  wiUx  Uak,  and  wonder 

hje 
Eight  of  the  aune  ia  al  the  atrete  y-wiye. 
Vp-ontheri^thondwenteoldEgeQa,  9905 
And  on  that  other  isyde  dnk  Theaena, 
With  TeoMla  in  hir  hand  of  gold  toX  fyn, 
Al  fhl  of  hony,  milk,  aadUood,  and  wjn ; 
Eek  Falamon,  with  fhl  greet  oompanye ; 
And  after  that  cam  wofbl  Smelyef     3910 
With  tyr  in  honde,  aa  waa  that  tyme  the 

gywi  (ao53) 

To  do  th'ofSoe  of  ftmeral  aenryae. 

Heic^  labour,  andftxljgreetapparaillinge 
Waa  at  the  larnce  and  the  fy»-maklnge, 
That  with  hia  grene  top  the  heven  ranghte, 
And  twenty  fkdme  of  brede  the  armea 

atraoghte;  9916 

Thia  ia  to  aeyn,  the  bowea  were  ao  brode. 
Of  atree  ilnt  ther  waa  layd  ftil  many  a 

lode.  (jo6d) 

Bat  how  the  fyr  waa  maked  up  on  highte, 
And  eek  the  namea  how  the  treCahighte, 
Aa  ook,  fine,  biroh,  aap,  alder,  holm, 

popler,  J9ai 

Wilow,  elm,  plana,  aah,  box,  chaateyn, 

lind,  laarer, 
Hapnl,  thorn,  beech,  baael,  aw,  whippel- 

tree, 
How  they  weren  feld,  shalnat  be  told  for 

me; 
Ke  how  the  goddea  ronnen  up  and  donn, 
Diiherited  of  hir  habitaeioim,  2926 

In  which  they  woneden  in  reste  and  I>ee8, 
Kymphea,  Taonea,  and  Amadridea ;  (2070) 
Ke  how  the  beetei  and  the  briddea  alle 
Fledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wode  waa  fallo ; 
Ne  how  the  ground  agaat  waa  of  the  light, 
That  was  nalwontto  seen  the  aonnebright; 
Nehowthefyr  was  oonched  first  with  stree. 
And  than  with  drye  stokkesdoven  athree. 
And  than  with  grene  wode  and  spyoerye. 
And  than  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 

perryo,  ^^6 

And  gerlandea  hanging  with  fhl  many 

a  floor, 
The  mirre,  th^encens,  with  al  so  greet 

odonr; 
Ne  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this,     (ao8i) 
Ke  what  richesseaboate  his  body  is ;  3940 


Ke  how  that  Emelye,  aa  waa  the  gyse, 

Patte  in  the  fyr  of  Ameral  serryse ; 

Ke  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made  the 

Ke  whatahe  spak,  ne  what  was  hir  de^yr ; 
Ke  what  jewelea  men  In  the  fyr  tho  caste, 
Whan  that  the  fyr  waa  greet  and  brente 

fittfte;  ^946 

Ke  how  som  caate  hir  aheeld,  and  som  hir 

spare. 
And  of  hir  yestiments,  whiche  that  they 

"were,  (3090) 

And  onppea  M  of  wyn,  and  milk,  and 

blood. 
Into  the  fyr,  that  brente  aa  it  were  wood ; 
Ke  how  the  Ghrekea  with  an  hnge  ronte 
ThiyCa  riden  al  the  fyr  abonte  395a 

TJp-on  the  left  hand,  with  a  lond  shontinge. 
And  thiyea  with  hir  spares  dateringe ; 
AndthryMhowtheladieagonneoiye;  2955 
Ke  how  that  lad  waa  hom-ward  Emelye ; 
Ke  how  Ardte  la  brent  to  aadien  oolde ; 
Kehowthatliche-wake  waa  y-holde  (aioo) 
Al  thilke  night,  ne  how  the  Grekea  pleye 
The  wake-pleyea,  ne  kepe  I  nat  toseye ;  3960 
Who  wrasUeth  beat  naked,  with  oillo 

enoynt, 
Ke  who  that  bar  him  best,  in  no  dii|joynt 
I  wol  nat  tellen  eek  how  that  they  goon 
Hoom  til  Athenea,  whan  the  pley  is  doon ; 
But  diortly  to  the  poyntthan  wol  I  wende, 
Andmakanofmylongetaleanende.  2966 
By  prooease  and  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres 
Al  stinted  is  the  mooming  and  the  teresL 
Of  Grekea,  by  con  general  assent,     (am) 
Thanaemedmetherwaaaparlement  3970 
At  Athenea,  np-on  certeyn  poyntsand  cas; 
Among  the  whiche  poynta  y-spoken  waa 
To  have  with  certeyn  contrees  alliannce. 
And  have  fhlly  of  Thebans  obeisannce. 
For  which  this  noble  Thesens  anon    3975 
Leet  senden  after  gentU  Falamon, 
Unwist  of  him  what  was  the  canso  and 

why; 
Bnt  in  his  blake  clothes  sorwefblly  (aiao) 
He  cam  at  hia  comaondemente  In  hye. 
Tho  sente  Theaena  for  Emelye.  3960 

Whan  they  were  set,  and  host  waa  al  the 

place. 
And  Theaena  ibbidan  hadde  a  space 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


456 


A.    Z^i  HmgQ^es  Zatt. 


[t.  2985-3008. 


Er  any  word  cam  f^com  his  wyae  brest, 
His  eyexi  sette  he  ther  as  was  his  lest, 
And  with  a  sad  visage  he  qykedstille,  2985 
And  after  that  light  thus  he  seyde  his  wille. 

*  The  firste  moevere  of  the  cause  above, 
Whan  he  first  made  the  faire  cheyne  of 

love,  (2130) 

Greet  was  th'effect,  and  heigh  was  his 

entMite; 
Wei  wiste  he  why,  and  what  ther^f  he 

mente ;  9990 

For  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  love  he  bond 
The  fyr,  the  eyr,  the  water,  and  the 

lond 
In  certeyn  bonndes,  that  they  may  nat  flee ; 
That  same  prince  and  that  moevere,'  quod 

he, 
*  Hath  stablissed,  in  this  wreoohed  world 

adonn,  3995 

Certeyne  dayes  and  dnracioun 
To  al  that  is  engendred  in  this  place,  (2139) 
Over  the  whiche  day  th^  may  nat  pace, 
Al  mowe  they  yet  tho  dayes  wel  abregge ; 
Therneedethnonanotoriteeallegge,  3000 
For  it  is  preved  by  experience, 
Bat  that  me  list  declaren  my  sentence. 
Than  may  men  by  this  ordre  wel  disceme. 
That  thilke  moevere  stable  is  and  eteme. 
Wel  may  men  knowe,  bnt  it  be  a  fool,  3005 
That  every  part  deryveth  from  his  hooL 
For  nature  hath  nat  take  his  beginning 
Of  no  party  ne  cantel  of  a  thing,       (2150) 
But  of  a  thing  that  parfit  is  and  stable, 
Descending  so,  til  it  be  oorrampable.  3010 
And  therfore,  of  his  wyse  porveyaunce, 
He  hath  so  wel  biset  his  ordinaonoe. 
That  speces  of  thinges  and  progressionns 
Shnllen  endoren  by  succeesionns. 
And  nat  eteme  be,  with-onte  1yd :       3015 
This  maistow  nnderstonde  and  seen  at  yd. 

*  Lo  the  00k,  that  hath  so  long  a  noris- 

shinge 
From  tyme  that  it  first  biginneth  springe, 
Andhath8olongalyf,aswemaysee,  (at6i) 
Yet  at  the  laste  wasted  is  the  tree.      3020 

*  Considereth  eek,  how  that  the  harde 

stoon 
Under  our  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and 

goon, 
y it  wasteth  it,  as  it  lyth  by  the  w^ye. 
The  brode  xiver  som^^ne  we^th  dreye. 


The  grete  tonnes  see  we  wane  and  wende. 

Than  may  ye  see  that  al  this  thing  hath 

ende.  3026 

*  Of  man  and  womman  seen  we  wel  also, 
That  nedeth,  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two, 
Thisistosej^jinyontheorellesage,  (2i;i) 
He  moot  ben  deed,  the  king  as  shal  a 

I««»;  3030 

Som  in  his  bed,  som  in  the  dope  see, 
Som  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se ; 
Ther  helpeth  noght,  al  goth  that  ilke  weye. 
Thanne  may  I  aeyn  that  al  this  thing  moot 

deye.  3qh 

What  maketh  this  bnt  Japiter  the  king  ? 
The  which  is  prince  and  cause  of  alle  thing. 
Converting  al  un-to  his  propre  weUe, 
From  which  it  is  deryved,  sooth  to  telle. 
And  here-agayns  no  creature  on  lyve  (9181 ) 
Of  no  degree  availleth  for  to  stryve,   3040 

*  Thanne  is  it  wisdom,  as  it  thinketh  mo, 
To  maken  vertu  of  necessitee. 

And  take  it  wel,  that  we  may  nat  esehue, 

And  namely  that  to  us  aUe  is  due. 

And  who-so  gmooheth  ought,  he  dooth 

folye,  3045 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that  al  may  gye. 
And  oerteinly  a  man  hath  most  honour 
To  dyen  in  his  excellence  and  flour,  (2190) 
Whan  he  is  siker  of  his  gode  name ; 
Than  hath  he  doon  hisfreend,  ne  him,  no 

shame.  3050 

And  gladder  oghte  his  freend  ben  <^  his 

deeth, 
Whan  with  honour  up-yolden  is  his  breeth , 
Than  whan  his  name  apaUed  is  for  age ; 
For  al  forgeten  is  his  vasselage. 
Than  is  it  best,  as  for  a  worthy  ftune,  3055 
To  dyen  whan  that  he  is  best  of  name. 
The  contnune  of  al  this  is  wilfulnesse. 
Why  grucchen  we?  why  have  we  hevi- 

nesse,  (2200) 

Thai  good  Aroite,  of  chivalrye  flour 
Departed  is,  with  duetee  and  honour,  3060 
Out  of  this  foule  prison  of  this  lyf  ? 
Why  grucchen  heer  his  ooein  and  his  wy  f 
Of  his  wel-&re  that  loved  hem  so  weel  ? 
Can  he  hem  thank?  nay,  Gk>d  wot,  never 

adeel, 
That  bothe  his  soule  and  eek  hem-self 

offende,  3065 

And  yet  thcgr  mowe  hir  lustes  nat  amende, 
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*  WliaimajiMnelttdeofihiskmgesoEie, 
Bat,  after  wo,  I  rede  qb  to  be  mede,  (3310) 
And  thanken  Japiter  of  al  liii  graoe? 
And,  er  that  we    departen    from   this 
place,  3070 

I  rede  that  we  make,  of  lorwee  twoy 
O  par^  joje,  lasting  ever»mo ; 
And  l<^keth  now,  wher  most  aorwe  is  her- 


Ther  wol  we  first  amenden  and  higinne. 

*SiisUr,'qiiodhe^  *thisismyf^l1onsient. 
With  alth'avysheerofmyparlemant,  1076 
That  gentil  Pialamon,  your  owne  knight^ 
That  aerveth  yow  with  wills,  hefte,  and 

might,  (aax>) 

And  ever  hath  doon,  sin  that  ye  fhst  him 

knewe,  3079 

That  yeshixl,ofyoiirgraoe,np^m  him  rewQ, 
And  taken  him  for  hoosbonde  99d  for 

lord: 
Leen  me  your hond,  forthis  isonv  aoord. 
IJat  see  now  of  yonv  wommanly  pitee. 
He  ii  a  kinges  brother  sone,  pardee ; 
And, thonghhewereapovre baoheler,  908I5 
Sin  he  hath  lerfed  yow  so  many  a  year, 


And  had  £or  jow  so  greet  advenitee, 

It  moste  been  considered,  lereth  me ;  (aajo) 

For  gentil  meroy  0|^te  In  passen  right* 

Than  seyde  he  thnstoPalamonfta  right ; 
*  I  trowe  ther  nedeth  litel  permoning  9091' 
To  make  yow  assente  to  thJa  thingi 
Comneer,  and  takyoor  lady  by  the  bond.* 
Bitwizen  hem  was  maad  anon  the  bond. 
That  highte  matrimoine  or  mariage,  3095 
By  al  the  oonnseil  and  the  baronage. 
And  thus  with  alls  blisse  and  melodye 
Hath  Falamon  y-wedded  Emelye.     {2240) 
An4  God,  that  al  this  wyde  world  hath 

wroght, 
gende  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  dere 

a-boght.  3100 

Fov  now  is  FUamon  in  aUe  wela^ 
Living  in  blisee,  in  riohesse,  and  in  hele ; 
And  Emdye  him  loveth  so  tendrely, 
And  he  hir  serveth  al-so  gentOly^ 
That  never  was  ther  no  word  hem  bitwene 
Of  jeloi^yet  or  any  othcv  tene.  3106 

Thus  endeth  Pialamon  and  Emdye ; 
And  GK>d  save  al  this  Uii%  oompanye  !— 

(M50) 


Here  is  ended  the  Knifht^  T^lOt 


THE    MILLER'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folwen  the  wordes  bitw«ne  the  Host  und  the  lUUere. 


Wbav  that  the  Knight  had  thus  his  tale 

y-told. 
In  al  the  route  nas  ther  yongne  eld  3x10 
That  he  ne  seyde  it  was  a  noble  storie. 
And  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  memorie ; 
And  namely  the  gentils  everichoon. 
Our  Hoste  lough  and  swoor,  *8omootIgoon, 
This  gooth  aright ;  nnbokeledisthemale ; 
Lat  see  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale : 
For  trewely,  the  game  is  wel  bigonne.  31 17 
Now  telleth  ye,  sir  Honk,  if  that  ye  conne, 

Q 


Snmwhat,  to  qnyte  with  the  Knightea 
tale,'  (II) 

The   Hillsr,   that   for-dronken    was   al 
pale,"^  3»» 

So  that  nnnethe  np-on  his  hors  he  sat, 
He  nolde  avalen  neither  hood  ne  hat, 
Ne  abyde  no  man  for  his  onrteuTe, 
Bnt  in  Pilates  voii  he  gan  to  orye. 
And  swoor  by  armes  and  by  blood  and 
bones,  3>^5 

*  I  can  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 

3 
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With  whioh  I -wol  now  qiiyte  the  KnighieB 
tale.' 
Our  Hoste  mngh  thaib  he  was dronkeof 
al^  (20) 

Andseyde:  *al^yd,Bobixi,  my  leve  brother, 
Som  bettre  man  ihAl  telle  OS  first  another : 
Abyd,  and  lat  ns  werken  thriftily.*  3 131 
*By  goddes  aonl,'  qnod  he,  *that  wol 
na*I; 
For  I  -woL  speke,  or  ellea  go  my  wey.* 
Our  Hoste  answerde :   *  tel  on,  a  devel 

wey! 
Thou  art  a  fool,  thy  wit  is  overcome.*  3135 
*  Now  herkneth,*  quod  the  Miller,  *  alle 
andsomel 

5  Bat  first  I  make  a  protestaoicran 
That  I  am  dronke,  I  knowe  it  by  my 
soon;  (30) 

And  therfore,  if  that  I  misspeke  or  seye, 
.^  Wyte  it  the  ale  of  Sonthwerk,  I  yow 
preye;  3140 

For  I  wol  telle  a  legende  and  a  lyf 
Bothe  of  a  Carpenter,  and  of  his  wyf, 
How  that  a  derk  hath  set  the  wrig^ttes 
cappe.* 
^e  He  ve  answerde  and  seyde,  *  stint  thy 
dappe, 
Lat  be  thy  lowed  dronkeii  harlotrye.  3145 
It  is  a  sinne  and  eek  a  greet  folye 
To  apeiren  any  man,  or  him  difikme, 
And    eek  to   bringen  wyves    in    swioh 
fiune.  (40) 

Thon  mayst  y-nogh  of  othere  thinges 
aeyn,* 
This  dronkenMillerspakfttlsoneag^sna, 
And  seyde,  ^  lave  brother  Osewold,     3151 
t  Who  hath  no  wjrf,  he  is  no  ookewold. 
But  I  sey  nat  therfor^  that  thou  art  oon  ; 
Ther  been  fU  gode  wyves  many  oon, 


f  And  ever  a  thousand  gode  ay^yns  oon 

badde,  3155 

•fThat  knowestow  wel  thy-self « bnt-if  thoa 

madde. 
Why  artow  angiy  with  my  tale  now? 
I  have»  wyf,  pardee,  as  well  as  thon,  (50) 
Tet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  plogh. 
Taken  np-on  me  more  than  y-nogh,    3160 
As  demen  of  my-self  that  I  were  oon ; 
I  wol  beleve  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  honsbond  shal  nat  been  inqnisitif 
Of  goddee  privetee,  nor  of  his  wy£ 
So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  there,  3165 
Ctf  the  ramenant  nedeth  nat  enqnere.* 
What  sholde  I  more  seyn,  bat  this 

limere 
Henoldehiswordesfornomanfbibere,  (60) 
Bat  tolde  his  oheries  tale  in  his  manere ; 
ICethinkeththatlshalreheroeithere.  3170 
And    ther-fore    every    gentil    wight    I 

pieye. 
For  goddee  love,  demeth  nat  that  I  seye    f 
Of  evel  entente,  bat  that  I  moot  reherce 
Hir  tales  alle,  be  th^  bettre  or  worse, 
OrellesfUflensomof  mymatere.       3x75' 
And  therfore,  who-so  Ust  it  nat  y-here,       I 
Tame  over  the  leef^  and  chese  another  \ 

tale;  '  {60) 

For  he  shal  finde  y-nowe,  grete  and  smale, 
Of  storial  thing  that  toacheth  gentillesse. 
And  eek  moralitee  and  holinesse ;      3 180 
Blameth  nat  me  if  that  ye  chese  amis.      J 
The   Miller  is  a  cherl,  ye  knowe  wel 

this; 
So  was  the  Beve,  and  othere  many  mo, 
And  harlotrye  they  toldan  bothe  twa 
Avyseth  jrow  and  patte  me  oat  of  blame ; 
And  eek  men  shal  nat  make  emest  of  1 


game. 


(78)  3186 ' 


Here  eiideth  the  prologe. 
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THE   MILLERES   TALE. 


Hot*  bititmeth  the  lOIlere  his  tmlm. 


Whtu>m  ther  yraa  dweUinge  at  O^anf ord 
A  riohe  gno^  that  geites  heeld  tobord, 
And  of  his  craft  he  iras  a  Cazpenter. 
With  him  ther  was  dwellinga  a  povre 
•P<>^C£Ci  3190 

Had  lemed  art,  but  al  his  fknta^ye 
Was  tamed  for  to  leme  astrologye. 
And  ooade  a  oerteyn  of  oonolnsioims 
To  demen  by  interzogaoioanSi 
If  that  men  axed  him  in  certain  honreSi  3195 
Whan  that  me^  sholde  haye  dro^^  or 
elles  shoores,  (10) 

Or  if  men  axed  him  whatahelde  bifSalle 
Of  every  thing,  I  mi^  nat  rekene  hem  alia. 

This  clerk  was  oleped  hende  Nicholas ; 
Of  demeloveheeoiideandof  solas;  3J00 
And  tber-to  he  was  sleigh  and  inl  j^Yee, 
And  lyk  a  mayden  meke  for  to  see. 
A  chambre  hadde  he  in  that  hosteliya 
Allone,  with-onten  any  oompanye, 
^*iilfetisly  y-dight  with  herbes  swote ;  5205 
'  And  he  himpself  asswete  asis  the  rote  (jo) 
Of  llooiys,  or  any  oetewale. 
His  AlmJBgesteand  bokesgrete  and  smalei 
His  astrelabie,  longinge  for  his  art, 
His  angrim-stones  layen  faire  a>part  3a  10 
On  shelves  oonohed  at  his  beddes  heed : 
His  presse  y-oovered  with  a  falding  xeed. 
And  al  above  ther  lay  a  gay  santrye, 
On  which  he  made  a  nightes  melodye 
So  swetely,  that  al  the  chambre  rong ;  3315 
And  AngiduM  ad  virgimem  he  song ;       (30) 
And  after  that  he  song  the  kinges  note ; 
Fal  often  MosBod  was  his  mery  throte. 
And  thus  this  swetederkhislymespente 
After  his  freendes  finding  and  his  rente. 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  wyf 
Which  that  he  lovede  more  than  his'^lyf ; 
Of  eightetene  yeer  she  was  of  age. 
JaloQS  he  was,  andheeldhir  narwe  in  cage, 


For  she  was  wilde  and  yong,  and  he  was 

old,  (39)  3«s 

And  demed  him-self  ben  lyk  a  eokewold. 
He  knew  nat  Gatonn,  for  bis  wit  was  mde, 
That  bad  man  sholde  wedde  his  similitude. 
Hen  sholde  wedden  after  hir  estaat, 
For  yonthe  andeldeisoftenatdebaat.  3230 
Bat  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare, 
He  moste  endore,  as  other  folk,  his  care. 

Fair  was  this  yonge  wyf^  apd  ther-with-al 
As  any  wesele  hir  body  gent  and  smal. 
A  ceynt  she  werede  barred  al  <tf  silk,  3235 
A  banmolooth  eek  as  whyt  as  mome  milk 
Up-onhir  lendes,falof  many  agore.  (51) 
Whyt  was  hir  smok  and  broaded  albifore 
And  eek  bihinde,  on  hir  ooler  aboate, 
Of  od-blak  silk,  with-inne  and  eek  with* 

oate.  3440 

The  tapes  of  hir  whyte  voloper 
Were  of  the  same  soyte  of  hir  coler  j 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk,  and  set  fol  hye : 
And  sikerly  she  hadde  a  likeroos  y&  3244 
Fol  smale  y-polled  were  hir  browes  two, 
And  tho  were  bent,  and  blake  aa  any 

sloo.  (60) 

She  was  fill  mare  blisftil  on  to  see 
Than  is  the  newe  pere-jonette  tree ;    3248 
And  softer  than  the  wolle  is  of  a  wether. 
And  by  hir  gixdel  heeng  a  pars  of  lether 
Tasseld  with  silk,  and  perled  with  latonn* 
In  al  this  world,  to  seken  ap  and  doon, 
There  nis  no  man  so  wys,  that  ooade 

thenche 
Sogayapopelote,or8wichawenche.  3254 
Fal  loighter  was  the  shyning  of  hir  hewe 
Than  in  the  toar  the  noble  y->fozged  newe. 
Bat  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  kmde  and  yerae 
As  any  swalwe  sittinge  on  a  heme.  (7a) 
Ther-to  she  ooade  skii^  and  make  game, 
Asany  kide  or  calf  folwinge  his  dame.  3260 
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Hir  month  was  swete  as  bragot  or  the 

meeth, 
Or  hord  of  apples  1^  in  hey  or  heeth. 
Winsinge  she  was,  as  is  a  joly  oolt, 
Long  as  a  mast,  and  npri^t  as  ^  bolt 
Abrooch8habaArtip-onhirlowe«der,.3J(S|5 . 
As  brood  as  is  the  bos  of  a  boder.         (80) 
Hir  shoes  were  laoed  on  hir  legges  hye ; 
She  was  a  prjnnerole,  a  piggea-nya 
For  any  lord  to  leggen  in  his  bedde, 
Or  yet  for  any  good  yeman  to  wedde.  3370 
IXcfw  sire,  and  eA  size,  so  biM  the  eas; 
That  on  a  day  this  hende  Nicholas 
Fil  with  this  yonge  wyf  to  rage  and  pl^ye, 
Whyl  that  hir  honsbond  was  t4  Oseneye, 
As  olerkes  ben  Ail  sabtile  andfU  qneynte ; 
>  Andpriyelyhecaos^itehirbytheqneynte, 
And  seyde,  ^y-wis,  bat  if  ioh  have  my 
wille,  (91)  3277 

For  deme  love  of  thee,  Imnman,  I  spille.* 
And  heeld  hir  hazde  by  the  hannohe-bones. 
And  seyde,  *lemman,  lore  me  al  at-onea, 
Or  I  wol  dyen,  also  god  me  save ! '  3281 
And  she  sprongasacolt  dothhithe  tnive, 
And  with  hir  heed  she  wi^ed  faste  awey, 
And  sesrde,  *  I  wol  nat  kisse  thee,  by  my  fey , 
Why,  lat  be,'  quod  she,  *lat  be,  Nicholas, 
Or  I  w<d  orye  ont  ^harrow*'  aotd  **allas.** 
Do  wey  3^nr  handes  for  yonr  onrteii^ ! ' 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  orye. 

And  spak  00  &ire,  and  profired  hir  80  fSute, 

That  she  hir  lore  him  gratmted  stte 

laste,  004)3290 

And  swoor  hir  00th,  by  Mint  Thomas  of 

Kent, 
That  she  wol  been  at  his  oomandement. 
Whan  l^ai  she  may  hir  I^yser  wrt  eepye. 
<  llyn  faonslxHid  is  so  Ail  of  jaloiii9>e, 
Thatbvtyewaytewelandbeeaprivee^  3395 
I  woot  right  wel  I  nam  bnt  deed,'  qnod  Ae. 
'Ye  moste  been  fbl  deme,  as  in  this  ea&' 
*Nay  ther^>f  care  thee  noght,*  qnod 
Kieh<^asv  (ixa) 

*  A  clerk  had  litherly  biset  his  whyie, 
Bat-if  he  eonde  a  carpenter  bigjle.'  3300 
And  thns  they  been  aeorded  and  y«wom 
To  wayte  a  isyme,  as  I  have  told  bifom. 
Whan  IHchdlas  had  doon  thus  everydeel, 
And  thakked  hir  abonto  the  lendes  weel, 
He  kist  hir  swete,  and  taketh  hissaatiye. 
And  pl^yeth  fiute,  and  mafceth  mek>dye. 


Than  fll  it  thus,  that  to  the  pariah- 
chirche,  (13 1) 

Cristes  owne  werkes  for  to  wirohe. 
This  gode  wyf  wento  on  an  haliday ; 
Hir  fo^hdedshoonasbri^^asany  day,  3310 
So  was  it  wasshen  whan  she  leet  hir  werk« 
Now  was  ther  of  that  chirche  a  parish- 
clerk, 
Tha  wfaioh  thai  was  y-deped  Absolon. 
Gmlwas  his  heer,  and  as  the  gold  it  shoon, 
And  stronted  as  a  fiBtnne  laxge  and  brode  ; 
Fnl  streight  and  even  lay  his  joly  shode. 
His  rode  was  reed,  his  eyengreye  as  goos ; 
With  Bowles  window  oorven  on  his  shoos, 
In  hoses  rede  he  wento  fetisly.  (133) 

Y-dad  he  was  fnl  smal  andproprely,  3320 
Al  in  a  kirtd  of  a  light  waohet ; 
Fnl  £ure  and  thikke  been  the  poyntesset. 
And  thep>Ttp-on  he  hadde  a  gay  sniplys 
As  whyt  as  is  the  blosme  np-on  the  xys. 
A  mery  child  he  was,  so  god  me  save,  3325 
Wei  ooade  he  Isten  Uood  and  olI][)pe  and 
shave,  (140) 

And  make  adhartre  of  lond  oraoqaitaonoe. 
In  twenty  manere  coade  he  trippe  and 

daunoe 
After  the  riSoIe  of  Oxenfbrde  tho, 
And  with  his  legges  oasten  to  and  fh>,  3330 
And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rabible ; 
Ther^  he  song  som-tyme  a  lond  qmnible ; 
And  as  wel  conde  he  pleye  on  his  giteme. 
In  al  ^e  toim  nas  brewhons  ne  taveme 
That  he  ne  visited  with  his  solas,       3335 
Ther  any  gaylard  tappestere  was.       (150) 
Bat  sooth  to8eyn,hewassomdeI  sqoaymoas 
Of  £Buting,  aM  of  speohe  daangeroas; 

fniis  Absolon,  that  jolif  was  and  gay, 
Gtooth  with  a  senoer  on  the  haliday,  3340 
Senslnge  the  wyves  of  the  parish  fSuto ; 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  hem  he  caste, 
And  namely  on  this  carpenteres  wy£ 
To  loke  on  hir  him  thoaghto  a  mexy  lyf, 
She  was  so  propre  and  sweto  and  likenm& 
I  dar  wel  seyn,  if  shehadbeenambos,  <i6o) 
And  he  a  cat,  he  wolde  hir  hento  anon. 
This  parish-clerk,  this  joly  Absolon, 
Hath  in  his  herto  swich  a  love-longinge. 
That  of  no  wyf  ne  took  he  nowi  offiringe ; 
For  cortoi^ye,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  noon. 
The  mone,  whan  it  was  zii^itt,  tuX  brighto 
shoon,  3353 
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And  AbeoloQ  hig  gitezne  haAh.  y-take, 
For  paxamoan,  he  thoghto  tor  to  'wake. 
And  Harth  he  gooth,  joiif andamovoiui,  3355 
Til  he  cam  to  the  oaipenteree  hona    (170) 
A  litel  after  ookkea  hadde  y-crome ; 
And  dreaed  him  up  bj  a  ■hot-windowe 
That  iraa  vp-om  the  oarpenteorea  waL 
He  aingeth  m  his  Tok  gentil  and  amal, 
•  Now,  dere  lady,  if  thy  wille  be,  3361 

I  preye  yow  that  ye  wd  xewe  on  me,' 
Pol  -wel  aeordannt  to  hia  gitenunge. 
This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  him 

singe, 
And   spak   nn-to   his   fryf,  and   seyde 

anon,  33^5 

*WhatI  Alison!  hecestflfw na* Absolon 
That  ohannteth  tkni  imder  tmx  bonxes 

md?*  (181) 

And  she  answarde  hir  hovsbond  ther- 

with«l, 
«  Yis,  god  wet,  John,  I  here  it  •fet:f-deL' 
This  paanth  forth ;  what  wel  ye  bet 

than  wel?  3370 

Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  AbsolMi 
60  woweth  hir,  that  him  is  w«  bigon. 
Be  waketh  al  the  nig^t  and  al  the  day; 
Ha  kempte  hise  lokkes  brode,  and  made 

hi««ii7;  337* 

He  wowelh  hhr  by  menea  iad  btookge^ 

he  wolde  been   h£r  owne 
(i9«>) 

He  singeth,  bvokkinge  as  *  niglitingale ; 
He  sente  hir  piment,  meeth,  and  spyced 

ale, 
And  wafres,  pyping  hote  oat  of  the  glede^ 
And  for  she  was  of  toime,  he  profred 

mede.  3380 

For  som  folk  wol  ben  Hrettnsiciforricheese, 
And  som  for  strokes,  and  som  iot  gentil* 


,     So^ntyme,  to  shewe  his  lightnetse  and 

majstrye, 
He  pl^yeth  Heiodes  on  a  seaffidd  hye. 
Bat  what  avaiUelh  him  as  in  tide  oas?  3385 
She  loveth  so  this  hende  Kioholas,     (sou) 
That  Abeojkm  may  blowe  the  bidckes  horn ; 
He  ne  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn : 
And  thus  dM  maketh  Absokm  hir  ape, 
Andalhiseniesttiimethtilajape.   3390 
Fol  sooth  ia  this  proverbs,  it  is  no  lye, 
Ken  seyn  right  thus, '  alw^  the  nye  slye 


Maketh  the  feire  lore  to  be  looth.' 
For  though  that  Absolon  be  wood   or 
wrooth,  3394 

By-cause  that  he  fer  was  Arom  hir  sighte. 
This  nye  Kioholas  stood  in  his  lighte.  (210) 
Now  here  thee  wel,  thou  hende  Nicho- 
las! 
For  Abeolon  may  waHle  and  singe  *  alias.' 
And  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
nils  carpenter  was  goon  tUOsenay;  3400 
And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 
Aoorded  been  to  this  oondnsionn. 
That  Nicholas  shal  shapen  him  a  wyle 
This  sely  jakms  hoosbond  to  bigyle ; 
And  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright,  3405 
\She  sholde  slepen  in  his  arm  al  night, 
iFer  this  was  his  de^yr  and  hir  also.    (221) 
And  right  an<m,  with-outen  wordee  mo, 
This  Nicholas  no  lenger  wolde  tarie, 
Bvt  doth  All  soAe  nn-to  his  chambre 
oarfe  3410 

Bothe  meto  and  dxinke  fbr  a  day  or 

tw^ye, 
And  to  hir  hoosbonde  bad  hir  fbr  to  soye. 
If  that  he  axed  after  moholas, 
She  shoMe  seye  she  nisto  where  he  was. 
Of  al  tha*  day  she  sangh  him  nat  with  y  e ; 
She  trowed  that  he  was  in  maladye,  (230)' 
For,  fbr  no  eiy,  hir  mayde  ooude  him 
calle;  34x7 

He   nolde   answers,   for  no-thing  that 
mi^to&Ue. 
This  passeth  forth  al  thilke  Satorday, 
That  Nicholas  stiUe  In  his  chambre  lay. 
And  eet  and  deep,  or  dlde  what  him 
leste,  3421 

Tn  Sonday,  that  the  sonne  gooth  to  reste. 
This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  merreyle 
Of  Nidiolas,  or  what  thing  mighto  him 
«3^  3424 

And  seyde,  *I  am  adrad,  by  selnt  Thomas, 
It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas.  (340) 
God  shilde  that  he  deyde  sodeynly ! 
This  world  is  now  fnl  tikel,  sikerly ; 
I  sang^  to-day  a  core  y-bom  to  chizche 
That  now,  on  Monday  last,  I  saugh  him 
wirche.  3430 

Gk>  up,'  quod  he  un-to  his  knave  anoon, 
*  Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon, 
Loke  how  it  is,  and  tel  me  boldely.' 
This  knare  gooth  him  up  fed  sturdily, 
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And  at  the  olutmbre-dore,  wliyl  that  he 

Btood,  3435 

He  oxyde  and  knokked  aa  that  he  were 

wood : —  (aso) 

*What!    howl     what    do  ye,   maister 

Nioholay? 
How  may  ye  alepen  al  the  longe  day? ' 

But  al  for  noght,  he  herde  nat  a  word ; 
An  hole  he  fond,  fnl  lowe  up-on  a  hord, 
Ther  as   the   oat  was  wont   in  for  to 

crepe;  3441 

And  at  that  hole  he  looked  in  ftd  depe, 
And  at  thelastehehadde  of  him  asighte. 
This  Nicholas  sat  gaping  ever  np-righte. 
As  he  had  kyked  on  the  newe  nMme.  3445 
Adoun  he  gooth,  and  tolde  his  maister 

sone  (a6o) 

In  what  array  he  sangh  this  ilke  man. 
This  carpenter  to  blessen  him  blgan, 
And  seyde,  *■  help  ns,  seinte  SVideswyde  t 
A  man  woot  litel  what  him  shal  hi^yde. 
This  man  is  fekUe,  witli  his  astromye,  3451 
in  Bom  woodnesse  or  in  som  agonye ; 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholde  be ! 
'  Men  sholde  nat  knowe  of  goddespxivetee. 
Ye,  blessed  be  alw^y  a  lewed  man,     3455 
That  noght  but  only  his  bUeye  can  i   (270) 
So  ferde  another  clerk  with  astromye ; 
He  walked  in  the  f eeldes  for  to  pxye 
Up-on  the  sterres,  what  ther  sholde  bifalle, 
Til  he  was  in  a  marle-pit  y-iaHi ;       3460 
He  saugh  nat  that.    Bat  yet,  hy  seint 

Thomas, 
He  reweth  sore  of  hende  Nicholas. 
He  shal  be  rated  of  his  studying, 
Tf  that  I  may,  by  Jeans,  hevene  king  I 

Oet  me  a  staf^  that  I  may  nnderspore, 
Whyl  that  thou,  Bobin,  heyest  np  the 

dore.  (280)  3466 

He  shal  ont  of  his  studying,  as  I  gease  * — 
And  to  the  ohambre-dore  he  gan  him 

dresse. 
His  knave  was  a  stnmg  earl  for  the  nones, 
And  by  the  haspe  he  haf  it  up  atones ; 
In-to  the  floor  the  dore  fil  anon.         3471 
This  Nicholas  sat  ay  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  ever  gaped  upward  in>to  th^  eir. 
This  oaipenter  wende  he  were  in  despeir. 
And  hente  him  hy  the  sholdre^  mightily. 
And  shook  him  harde,  and  ciyde  spit- 

onsly,  («9o)3476 


'What!   NichoUy!   what,  how!  whatt 

loke  adoun! 
Awake,  and  thenk  on  Gristes  passionn ; 
I  orouohe  thee  from  elyes  and  fro  wightes !' 
Ther-with  the  night-spel  seyde  he  anon^ 

rightes  3480 

On  foure  halves  of  the  hous  aboute. 
And  on  the  threahfold  of  the  dore  with- 

oute : — 
'  Jesn  Grist,  and  sfiynt  Benedight, 
Blesse  this  hous  firom  evexy  wikked 

wight. 
For  nightes  yerye,  the  white  pater^ 

noder/-^  34flfe 

Where  wentestow,  seynt  Petres  soster?' 

And  atte  laste  this  hende  Nicholas    (301) 

Chm  for  to  syke  soca,  and  seyde,  *  alias ! 

Shal  al  the  world  be  lost  eftsones  now  ? ' 

This     carpenter     answerde,      *what 

seystow?  3490 

What!  thenk  on  god,  as  we  don,  men 

thatswinke.^ 
This   Nicholas  answerde,  ^feoche  me 

drinke; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  in  privetee 
Of  oerteyn  thing  that  touoheth  me  and 

thee;  3494 

I  wol  telle  it  non  other  man,  oerteyn.' 
This  oarpenier  goth  donn,  and  oomth 

a««ym  (310) 

And  broghte  of  mighty  ale  a  large  quart ; 
And  whan  that  eoh  of  hem  had  dronke 

his  part, 
This  Nicholas  his  dore  faste  ahette,    3499 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  him  he  setta. 
He  seyde,  *  John,  myn  hoste  lief  and 

dere, 
Thoa  shalt  up-on  thy  trouthe  swere  me 

here, 
That  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  oonseil 

wr^ye; 
For  it  is  Gristes  oonseil  thai  I  seye,   3504 
And  if  thou  telle  it  man,  thou  axe  foriore ; 
For  this  yengacuikoe  thou  shalt  han  ther- 

fore,  i$^ 

That  if  thou  wreye  ma,  tbott  shalt  be 

wood!' 
*Nay,  Grist  forbade  it,fbr  his  holy  blood!' 
Quod  tho  this  sely  man,  *I  nam  no  laU>e, 
Ne,  though  I  saye,  I  nam  nat  lief  to 

gabbe.  3510 
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8ey  wluil  tlum  wolt,  I  ahal  it  ii«Tor  telle 
I  To  child  ne  fryt^  bj  him  thai  harwed 
I         hAlla!* 

*  Now  John,*  quod  NioholAS,  *  I  wol  nat 

I  have  7-fotinda  in  myn  artrologye, 
Aslhayelokedinthemonebricht,    5515 
That  now,  *  MjoooA^  next,  at  qnarter- 

night,  (3$o) 

Shal  iaUA  *  nyn  and  that  so  wilda  and 

wood, 
That  half  00  greet  waa  never  KoM  flood. 
This  world,*  he  a^e,  *in  laMe  than  in 

an  hoar 
Shal  al  be  dr^ynt,  ao  hidona  if  the  shoor; 
Thns  shal  mankjnde  drenohe  and  leee 

hirlyt'  35^1 

This  carpenter  anawerde,  *aUaa,  my  wyfl 

And  ahal  the  drenohe?  allaa!  myn  Ali- 

aonnt' 
i*or  aorwe  d  thia  he  fll  almoat  adoon, 
And  aeyde,  'is  ther  no  remedie  in  thia 

caa?'  3P5 

*Why,    yii^    for   gode,*   qnod    heskda 

Niohoka,  (340) 

*  If  thou  wolt  warhen  after  lore  and  reed ; 
Thou  mayat  nat  werken  after  thyn  owene 

heed. 
For  thna  aeith.  Salomon,  that  was  fhl 

trewe, 
"  Work  al  by  eooaeil,  and  thon  ahalt  nait 

rewe,"  1S30 

And  if  thon  werken  wvii  by  good  oonaeil, 
I  undertake,  with-onten  maat  and  aeyl, 
Yet  flbal  I  aaven  hir  and  thee  and  me. 
Haatow  nat  herd  how  saved  waa  NoS, 
Whan  that  oar  lord  had  warned  him 

bi£om  3535 

That  al  the  world  with  water  aholde  ^ 

lorn?*  (350) 

*Yis,*  qaod  thia  carpenter,  'fbl  yore 

agob* 

*  Hastow nat  herd,*  <iaod  Nioholaa,  'alap 
The  aorwe  of  Kofi  with  hia  felawihipe,  3539 
£r  that  he  ndgMe  gete  hia  wyf  to  ahipe  ? 
Him  had  be  lever,  I  dar  wel  undertake, 
At  thilke  iyme,  than  alle  hiae  wetheree 

blAke, 
That  she  hadde  had  a  ship  hir-aelf  allone. 
And  ther-£ore.  woetou  what  ia  beat  to 

done?  3544 


Thia  aaketh  haate,  and  of  an  haatif  thing 
Hen  may  nat  preche  or  maken  tarying. 

^Anon  go  gate  oa  fhste  in-to  thia  in  (361) 
A  kneding>trogh,  or  ellea  a  kimelin, 
For  ech  of  na,  bat  loke  that  th«y  be 

large. 
In  whiohewemoweswimmeasinabarge, 
And  han  ther-inne  vitaille  aoiBsant    3551 
But  for  a  day ;  fy  on  the  remenant ! 
The  watter  ahal  aalake  and  goon  away 
Aboote  pryme  ap-on  the  nexte  day. 
Bat  Bobin  may  nat  wite  of  this,  thy 

knaiva,  (369)  3555 

Ne  eek  thy  mayde  Oille  I  may  nat  save ; 
Aze  nat  why,  for  thoogh  thou  aake  me, 
I  wol  nat  t^len  goddea  privetee. 
Soffiaeth  thee,  bat  if  thy  wittea  madde, 
To  han  aa  greet  a  graoeaaNo*  hadde.  3560 
Thy  wyf  dial  I  wel  aaven,  oat  of  doute, 
Oo  now  thy  wsgr,  and  i^teed  thee  heer^ 

abonta 
'Bat  whan  thou  haat,  fbr  hir  and  thee 

and  me, 
T-geten  na  thiae  knedlog^abbea  three, 
Than  ahaltow  hange  hem  in  the  roof  fill 

hje»  3565 

That  no  man  of  onr  porreyaanoe  spye. 
And  whan  thoa  thoa  haat  doon  aa  I  have 

•ay^  (381) 

And  haat  onr  vitaille  fkira  in  hem  y-leyd, 
And  eek  an  ax,  to  amyte  the  oorde  atwo 
When  that  the  water  oomth,  that  we 

nwy  gOf  3570 

And  hroke  an  hole  an  heigh,  up-on  the 

gabK 
Unto  the  gardin-ward,  over  the  stable, 
That  we  ms^  frely  paasen  forth  oar  way 
Whan  that  the  gxvteahoar  is  goon  away — 
Than  ahaltow  swimme  aa  myrie,  I  under- 
take, 3573 
As  doth  the  whyte  doke  after  liir  drake. 
Than  wol  I  dope,  "how!  Alison!  how! 
John  I                                             (391) 
Be  myrie,  fbr  the  flood  wol  paase  anon.'* 
And   thou    wolt   seyn,  *'hayl,    maiater 

Kioholay! 
Gkx>d  morwe,  I  se  thee  wel,  for  it  is  day." 
And  than  ahal  we  be  lordeaal  our  lyf  3581  • 
Of  al  the  world,  as  Nod  and  his  wyf, 

'  Bat  of  o  thyng  I  wame  thee  tal  right, 
Be  wel  avyaed,  on  that  ilke  night       3584 
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That  we  ben  entred  in-to  ihippes  bord, 
That  noon  of  lu  ne  speke  nat  a  word,  (400) 
Ne  olepe,  ne  cxyo,  bnt  been  in  hispieyere ; 
For  it  is  goddei  owne  beste  dere. 
Thy  wyf  and  thon  mote   hange  fer 

a-twinne, 
For  that  bitwise  3row  shal  be  no  ainne 
No  more  in  looking  than  ther  shal  in 

dede;  359* 

This  ordinance  is  fleyd,  gO)  god  thee  qpedel 
Tomorwe  at  night,  whan  men  ben  alie 

aslepe, 
In-to  onr  kneding-tabbes  wol  we  erepe, 
And  Bitten  ther,  abyding  goddes  grace. 
Qo  now  thy  wey,  I  have  no  lenger  space 
To  make  of  this  no  lenger  sermoningt  (411) 
Hen  seyn  thus,  "  send  the  wyse,  and  sey 

nothing;"  359)5 

Thon  art  so  wys,  it  nedeth  thee  nat  teohe ; 
Oo,  save  our  lyf,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.' 
This  sely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  weyt 
Fal  ofte  he  seiih  *  alias  *  and  *  weylawey,' 
And  to  his  wyf  he  tolde  his  privetee ; 
And  she  was  war,  and  knew  it  bet  than 

he,  (418)3604 

What  al  this  q[aeynte  cast  was  for  to  seye. 
Bat  natheleeeshe  ferde  as  she  wolde  dflye, 
Andsesrde,  *  alias  t  go  forth  thy  wey  anon, 
Help  ns  to  scape,  or  we  ben  lost  eobxm ; 
I  am  thy  trewe  Terray  wedded  wyf; 
Qo,  dere  spouse,  and  help  to  save  our 

lyt*  3610 

Lo  I  which  a  greet  thyng  is  affeooionn ! 
Hen  may  dye  of  imsginaclonfi , 
So  depe  may  impressioon  be  take. 
This  sely  carpenter  biginnethqnake;  3614 
Him  thinketli  verraily  that  he  ma^  see 
Ko£s  flood  oome  walwing  as  the  see  (430) 
To  drenchen  Aliaonn,  his  hony  dexe. 
He  wepeth,  weyleth,  maketh  sory  ohere, 
He  syketh  with  fUL  many  a  sexy  swogfa. 
He  gooth  andgeteth  him  a  kneding^trogfa, 
And  after  that  a  tnbbe  and  a  kimelin,  3621 
And  prively  he  sente  hem  to  his  in, 
And  heng  hem  in  the  roof  in  priTetee. 
His  owne  hand  he  made  laddxes  three, 
To  dimben  by  the  zongesand  the  stalkes 
XJn-to  the  tnbbes  hangings  in  the  balkes, 
And  hem  vitailled,  bothe  trofl^  and  tnbbe, 
With  breed  and  ohese,  and  good  ale  in 

Ajobbe,  (44^)3^8 


Soff^singe  zi^t  y-nogh  as  for  a  day. 
Bnt  er  that  he  had  maad  al  this  array, 
He  sente  his  knave,  and  eek  his  wenche 
also,  3631 

Up-on  his  nede  to  London  for  to  ga 
And  on  the  Hondi^,  whan  it  drow  to 

night. 
He  shette  his  dore  with-oute  oandel-light, 
And  dressed  al  thing  as  it  sholde  be.  3635 
And  shortly,  np  th^  dlomben  ^Ue  three ; 
They  sitten  stille  wel  a  fturlong-way.  (451) 
*Now,Pl(i<er-no«fer,  olom  !*  seydeNioho- 

And  *  dom,*  qaod  John,  and '  olom,*  seyde 

Alisoan. 
This  carpenter  seyde  his  devooionn,  3640 
And  stille  he  sit,  and  biddeth  his  preyere, 
Awaytinge  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  here. 
The  dede  sleep,  for  wery  biainoose, 
Fil  on  this  carpenter  right,  as  I  gesse, 
Aboate  corftw-tyme,  or  litel  more;    3645 
For  travail  of   his   goost   he   groneth 

sore,  (460) 

And  efb  he  zonteth,  for  his  heed  mislay.  •:.• 
Doan  of  the  laddre  stalketh  Kicholay, 
And  Alisotm,  ftd  sefte  adoon  she  spedde ; 
With^mten  wotdes  mo,  th^  goon  to 

bedde  3650 

Ther^ts  the  carpenter  is  wont  to  lye. 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  melodye ; 
And  thus  lyth  Alison  and  Hicholas, 
Inbirinesseof  mirtheandofsolas,    3^ 
Ta  that  the  belle  of  landes  gan  to  zinge, 
And  fireres  in  the  ohanncel  gonne  singe. 
This  parish-olerik,   this  amosoos  Ab- 

solon,  (471) 

That  is  for  love  alw^  so  wo  bigon, 
Up-on  the  Monday  was  at  Oseneye 
With  oompanye,  him  to  disporte  and 

pleye,  3660 

And  axed  np-on  oas  a  cloisterer 
Fnl  prively  alter  John  the  carpenter ; 
And  he  dzoogh  him  a^art  oat  of  the 

ohirche. 
And  seyde,  *  I  noot,  I  sang^  him  here  nat 

wizohe 
SinSaterday;  I  trow  that  he  be  went  3665 
For  timber,  ther  onr  abbot  hath  him 

sent;  (480) 

Ibr  he  is  want  fbr  timber  for  to  go, 
And  dweUen  at  the  grange  a  day  or  two; 
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Or  ellM  he  is  at  his  hoiw,  oert«yn ;    3669 
Wher  that  he  be,  I  can  nat  soihjiy  s^yn.* 

This  Absolon  Ail  joly  was  and  light, 
And  thogihte,  *  now  is  tynie  wake  al  night ; 
For  sikirly  I  sangh  him  nat  stiringe  3673 
Aboate  his  dore  sin  day  bigan  to  springe. 
So  nuMt  I  thryre,  I  shal,  at  ookhes  crowsi 
Fol  prively  knokken  at  his  windage  (490) 
That  Btant  ftil  lowe  up-on  his  boorss  wal. 
To  Alison  now  wol  I  tellen  al 
Ky  love-longing,  for   yet   I    shal   nat 


That  at  the  leste  w<^  I  shal  hix  kisM.  3680 
80m  maner  oonfort  shal  I  have,  parfi^r, 
Hy  month  hath  ieohed    al   this  Ima^ 

That  is  a  signe  of  kissing  atte  IsstOk 

Al  night  me  mette  eek,  I  was  at  a  £BSte. 

Thez^or  I  wol  gon  slepe  an  hoore  or 

tweye,  d^ 

And  al  the  night  thatt  wol  I  wake  aiid 

pleye.'  (500) 

Whan  that  the  fizste  cok  bath  orowe, 


tip  rist  this  joly  lover  Absokm, 
And  him  arrayeth  gagf ,  at  point'devyi. 
But  first  he  oheweth  gr^yn  and  lyoocys, 
To  smellen  swete^  er  he  had  kembd  bis 

hear.  3691 

Under  his  tonge  a  trewe  love  he  bew, 
For  thezvby  wende  he  to  ben  graoiona. 
He  zometh  to  the  ourpenterea  hooSi 
And  st&lle  he   stent  under  the  diot- 

windowe  j  (509)  3<S95 

Un-to  his  bxest  it  raoghteiit  %ai  so  lowe ; 
And  softe  he  oogheth  with  a  semi-aofui — 
'  What  do  yo)  hony»oomb)  swate  Alisonn  f 
Ky  fiure  brid,  mf  swete  cinamome, 
Awaketh,  lemrnan  myn,  and  speketh  to 

me!  3700 

Wei  litel  thenken  ye  np-on  my  wO| 
That  for  yonr  love  I  swete  ther  I  ga 
Ko  wonder  is  thogh  that  I  swelta  and 

swete; 
I  moome  as  doth  a  laiaab  after  the  tete. 
Y-wis,  lemman,  I  have  swioh  lev»4ong- 

inf«,  3705 

That  lyk  a  tortel  trewe  is  my  moominge; 

Imaynatetenamoretibanamayde.'  (521) 

'Oo  fh>  the  window,  Jakke  fool,'  she 

sayde, 


'  As  help  me  god,  it  wol  nat  be  **  00m  ba 
me,"  3709 

I  love  another,  and  elles  I  were  to  blame, 
Wei  bet  than  thee,  by  Jeso,  Absolon ! 
Go  forth  thy  wey,  or  I  wol  caste  a  ston, 
And  lat  me  slope,  a  twenty  devel  wey !' 

*  Alias,'  quod  Absolon,  *  and  weylaw^! 
That  trewe  love  was  ever  so  yvel  biset  I 
Than  kisse  me,  sin  it  may  be  no  bet,  (530) 
For  Jesus  love  and  for  the  love  of  me.' 
'Wiltow  than  go  thy  wey  ther-with?' 

gnodahe. 
*Ye,  oertes,  lamman,'  quod  this  Ab- 

aolon. 
*Thanna  aiaka  thee  redy,'  quod  she, 
'loomeanon;'  3730 

fAnd  nnrto  Nicholas  she  seyde  stille, 
f^Kow  hasi,  and  thou  shalt  langhen  al 
thyfilla.' 
This  AbsoloB  doon  satte  him  on  hit 
knees, 
And  s^yde, '  I  am  a  lord  at  aUe  degrees ; 
For  aAer  this  I  hope  ther  oometh  more ! 
Tiaminan,  thy  graoe,  and  swete  brid,  thyn 
ore  V  (540)  37*6 

The  window  she  nndolh,  and  that  in 


*  Have  do,'  qnod  she,  *  com  of;  a»d  speed 


Lest  that  our  neighebores  thee  e^tyei' 
This  Absolon  gaa  wype  hia  month  fal 
diyej  3730 

Dark  was  the  ni|j^  as  pioh,  or  as  the  cole. 
And  at  the  window  oat  she  patte  hir  hole, 
And  Absokn,  him  ill  no  bet  ne  wers, 
But  with  his  month  he  kiste  hir  naked 

ers 

Fnlsavonily,  erhe  waswarof  this.    3735 

Abak  he  starte,  and  thoghte  it  was 

•"oiM,  (550) 

For  wel  he  wiste  a  womman  hath  no 

beid{ 

Ha  ftite  a  thing  al  roofl^and  long  y-herd, 

And  s^yde,  *fyl  allaa !  what  have  I  do?' 

'Taheel'   qnod   she,  and   olapte   the 

window  to;  3740 

And  Absolon  goth  forth  a  sory  pes. 

*  A  berd,  a  berd ! '  qnod  hende  Nicholas, 
*  By  goddes  eorpttM^  this  goth  faire  and 
weel!' 
This  sely  Absolon  herdo  every  deel,  3744 
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And  on  his  lipp«  he  gmn  for  anger  byte ; 
And  to  hlm-self  he  sejde,  *  I  shal  thee 

qnyte!*  (560) 

Who  mbbeth  now,  whofroteth  now  his 

lippes 
With  dust,  with  sond,  with  straw,  with 

dooth,  with  ohippeo, 
But  Absolon,  that  seith  ftd  ofte,  *  alias  I 
Hy  sonle  bitake  I  nn-to  Sathanas,       3750 
Bnt  me  wer  lever  than  al  this  tonn/ 

qnodhe, 

*  Of  this  despyt  awroken  for  to  be ! 
Alias!*  quod  he,  'allasi  I  ne  hadde  j- 

bleynt!' 
His  hote  love  was  oold  and  al  y-qnoynt ; 
For  £ro  that  tyme  that  he  had  kiste  hir 

eM»  37S5 

Of  pasamonrs  he  sette  nai  a  kers,       (570) 
For  he  was  heled  of  his  maladye ; 
Fnl  ofte  paramours  he  gan  defiye, 
And  weep  as  dooth  a  child  thai  isy-bete. 
A  softs  paas  he  wente  over  the  strete  3760 
Un*iil  a  smith  men  eleped  dann  Gerveys, 
That  in  his  forge  smithed  ploogh^hameys ; 
He  sharpeth  shaar  and  cnlter  biiily. 
This  Abeolon  kiMkketh  al  esily, 
And  seyde,  'undo,    G^erveys,  and  that 

Mwm.*  3765 

'What,  who  artow?*    *It  am  I,  Ab- 

aolon.*  (580) 

*  What,  Absolon  I  fbr  Gristes  swvte  tree, 
Why  xyse  ye  so  rathe,  ey ,  b«n*ciU  I 
What  eyleih  yawf  som  gay  gerl,  god  it 

woot,  3669 

Hath  broght  yow  ihns  np-bn  the  viritoot ; 
Sy  sQynt  Note,  ye  woot  wel  what  I  mecie.* 

This  Absolon  ne  roghte  nat  a  bene* 
Of  al  his  pl^,  no  word  agayn  he  yaf ; 
He  hadde  more  tow  on  his  distaf 
Than  Gervoys  knew,  and  seyde,  *  fireend 
sodere,  (5«9)3775 

That  hote  cnlter  in  the  ohimenee  here, 
As  lene  it  me,  I  have  ther-with  to  done,' 
And  I  wol  brings  it  thee  agayn  ftd  sone.' 

Gerveys  answerde,  *  certes,  were  it  gold, 
Or  in  a  poke  nobles  alls  nntold,  3780 

Thon  sholdest  haye,  as  I  am  trewe  smith; 
£;y,  Cristes  foo!   what  wol  ye  do  ther- 
with?* 

*  Ther-of,»  quod  Absolon,  *  be  as  be  may; 
I  shal  wol  telle  it  thee  to-morwe  day '— 


And  caoghte  the   colter  by  the   colde 

stele.  3785 

Fal  softe  oat  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  stele, 
And  wente  nn-to  the  oarpenteres  waL  (601) 
He  cogheth  first,  and  knokketh    ther- 

with-al 
Upon  the  windowe,  right  as  he  dide  er. 

This  Alison  answerde, '  Who  is  ther  3790 

That  knokketh  so  ?  I  warante  it  a  l^eef/ 

*Why,  nay,*  qnod  he,  *god  woot,  my 

sweteleei^ 
I  am  thyn  Absolon,  my  dereling ! 
Of  gold,*  qnod  he,  *I  have  thee  broght 

•  ring; 
My  moder  yaf  it  me,  so  god  me  save,  3795 
Fnl  fyn  it  is,  and  ther-to  wel  y-grave ;  (610) 
This  wol  I  yeve  thee,  if  thon  me  kisse  !* 

This  Nicholas  was  risen  fbr  to  pisse. 
And  thoghte  he  wolde  anwn<ien  al  the 

jape,  3799 

He  slxdde  kisse  his  ers  er  that  he  scape.  • 
And  np  the  windowe  dide  he  hastily. 
And  oat  his  era  he  pntteth  prively 
Over  the  battok,  to  the  haanohe4xm; 
And   ther-with    spak   this   elerk,    this 

Absolon, 
*  Spek,  swete  brid,  I  noot  not  wher  thoa 

art*  sdQ5 

Ihia  Nicholas  anon  leet  flee  ^.Adi  <^ao) 
As  gveet  as  it  had  been  a  thonder^ent, 
That  with   the   strook   he  was  almost 

y-Ment; 
And  he  was  redy  with  his  iren  hoot, 
And  Nleholas  amidde  the  ers  he  smoot 
Of  gooth   the   skin   an   haode-brede 

abovtte,  3811 

The  hote  cnlter  brende  so  his  toQte, 
And  for  the  smert  he  wende  for  ta  dye. 
As  he  wexe  wood,  for  wo  he  gan  to  orye— « 
*Help!  water!  water!  help,  for  goddes 

herte!'  3815 

This  carpenter  ont  of  his  slomber  sterte, 

Andherdfroon  oxyen  *  water*  as  he  were 

wood,  X631) 

Andtho^^  <A]lasl  now oomth Now^lis 

floodt* 
He  sit  him  np  with-onten  wordes  mo,  3819 
And  with  his  ax  he  smoot  the  eorde  a4wo^ 
And  doon  goth  al;  he  fcmd  neither  ta 

seUe, 
Ne  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  sella 
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Up-on  the  floor;  amdihorMWownehelay. 

Up  sterte  liir  Aliaon,  And  Nicbolay, 
And  oryden  ^oat'  and  ^hanow'  in  the 

■trete.  (639)  3)^5 

The  neigheborts,  bothe  imale  and  gretoi 
In  ronnen,  for  to  gaiuren  on  thia  man, 
That  yet  aawowne  he  lay,  bothe  pale  and 

wan ; 
For  with  the  fid  he  brosten  hadde  hie 

arm; 
But  stonde  he   moete  im4o  his  owne 

hann.  3930 

For  whan  he  spak,  he  was  aaen  bore 


With  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisonn. 
They  tolden    erery  man  that  he   was 

wood, 
He  was  agast  so  of  *  Koir^Us  flood  * 
Thnrgh&nAasye,UiatofhisTaiiitee  3835 
He  hadde  y^Mght  him  knedingotnbbes 


And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  the  roof  above ; 
And  that  he  preyed  hem,  for  goddes  love. 
To  Bitten  in  the  roof;  par  comptmy,    3839 

The  folk  gan  langhen  at  his  fttntasye ; 
In-to  the  roof  they  kyken  and  they  gape, 
And  turned  al  his  harm  QB-to  a  ji4>e. 
For  what  BO  that  this  ca^>enter  answerde, 
It  was  for  noght,  no  man  his  resonherde ; 
WHJn  othes  grete  he  was  so  sworn  adoon. 
That  he  was  hdlden  wood  in  al  the  tonn ; 
For  every  olerk  anoo-right  heeld  with 
other.  (661)  3847 

They  seyde^  *tfaa  man  is  wood,  my  leve 

broiher;* 
Aikd  evesy  wight  gaa  langhen  of  this  stiyf. 

Thus  swjrved  was  the  oarpenteres  wyf, 
For  alhiskepiBgandhisjalonsye;    3851 
And  Absolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  yd ; 
And  Kiohcdas  is  soakLed  in  the  toote. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  ged  save  al  the 
!  (668)  3854 


Here  endeth  the  lOnere  Us  tale 


THE  REEVE'S.  PROLOGUE. 


The  prologs  of  the  Raves  talc 


Whah  folk  had  langhen  at  this  nyoe  oas 
Of  Absolon  and  hende  Kieholas,         395^ 
Direrse  folk  diversely  th^  s^yde ; 
Bat,  for  the  more  part,  they  longhe  and 

pleyde, 
Ke  at  thii  tale  I  sangh  no  man  him  greve, 
But  it  were  only  Osewold  the  Beve,   3860 
By-canse  he  was  of  oarpenteres  orafl 
A  Utel  iie  is  in  his  herte  y-lait. 
He  gan  to  grooohe  and  blamed  it  a  lyte. 
'So  thee*k,'  qnod  he,  *fia  wel  ooode 

I  yow  qnyte  (10) 

With  blering  of  a  proud  millerM  yfi,  38615 
If  that  me  lists  speke  of  ribandye. 
Bat  ik  am  old,  me  list  not  pley  for  age ; 
Oras-tyme  is  doon,  my  lodder  is  now 

forage, 


This  whyte  top  wzyteth  myne  olde  yeres, 
Kyn  herte  is  aUR>  mowled  ssmyneheres, 
Bot-if  I  flure  as  dooth  an  open-ers ;  3871 
That  ilke  firait  is  ever  leng  the  were, 
TU  it  be  roten  in  mnUok  or  in  stree. 
We  olde  men,  I  drede,  so  £tfe  we ;  (so) 
Til  we  be  roten,  oan  we  nat  be  lype ;  3875 
We  hoppen  ay,  whyl  that  the  world  wol 

pype. 
For  in  owe  wil  ther  sUketh  ever  a  nayl. 
To  have  an  boor  heed  and  a  grene  tayl, 
As  hath  aleek ;  for  thogh  oar  might  be 

goon. 
Oar  wil  desireth  folie  ever  in  oon.      3880 
For  whan  we  may  nat  doon,  than  wol  we 

speke; 
Yet  in  oar  asshen  olde  is  lyr  ynreke. 
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^Foore  glades  han  -we,  whiohe  I  duU 

devyse^ 
▲▼annting,  lying,  anger,  ooveityse ;     (30) 
Thiae  fonre  sparkles  longem  nn-to  elde. 
Oar  olde  lemes  mowe  wel  been  tmwelde, 
But  wil  ne  shal  nat  failleo,  thAt  is  sooth* 
And  yet  ik  hAve  aliny  a  ooltes  tooth,  3888 
As  many  *  year  as  it  is  passed  henna 
Sin  that  my  ti^ype  of  lyf  bigaa  to  zenne. 
For  sikerly,  whan  I  was  bore,  anon    5891 
X>eath  drogh  the  tappa  of  lyf  and  leat  it 

gon; 
And  erer  sith  hath  so  the  tappa  y4N>nna, 
Til  that  almost  ol  empty  is  the  tonna.  (40) 
The  stream  of  lyf  now  droppeth  on  the 

ohimba;  3895 

The  sely  tonga  nu^  wd  ringe  and  chimbe 

Of  wreoohednesse  that  passed  is  All  yore ; 

With  olde  folk,  sare  dotage,  is  namore.* 

Whan  that  onr  host  hadda  hard  this 

sermoning, 
He  gan  to  spake  as  lordly  a8  a  king;  3900 


He  saida>  *whait  amonnteth  al  this  wit? 
What  slml  we  speka  alday  of  hdy  writ? 
The  devel  made  a  xava  for  to  preohe, 
And  of  a  sonter  a  shipman  or  a  leche.  (50) 
Sey  forth  thy  tala,  and  taiia  nat  the  tymo, 
Lo,  DQ>eford !  and  it  is  half-way  pryme. 
LO}  Ghfenawioh,  ther  many  a  shrawa  is 
inne;  3907 

B  wera  al  lyma  thy  tale  to  biglnne.* 

*  Now,  sires,*  qnod  this  Osewold  the  Beve, 
*  I  pray  yow  alia  that  ya  nat  yow  grave, 
Thogh  I  answers  and  somdel  sette  his 
howve;  3911 

For  lereftal  is  with  force  foroa  of>«howve. 
'  This  dzonkamillara  hath  y-toldnsheer, 
How  that  bagylad  was  a  oarpenteer,  (60) 
Peraventoze  in  soonif  for  I  am  oon.  3915 
And,  by  your  lare,  I  dial  him  qnyte  anoon ; 
Bight  in  his  ehailas  tavmai  wol  1  speka. 
I  pray  to  god  his  aakka  mote  brake ; 
Ha  can  wel  in  myn  yd  seen  a  staike)  3919 
But  in  his  owna  lie  can  Hat  seen  a  balke. 


THE  REVES  TALE. 


Hare  biginnetfa  the  Revas  tale« 


At  Tmrnpington,  nat  far  firo  pantabrigga, 
Ther  goth  abrook  andorer  that  a  brigga, 
Up-ontha  whiohabrodk  tharstant  a  mella ; 
And  this  is  yezray  soth  that  I  yow  telle. 
A  Killer  was  ther  dwelling  many  a  day ; 
As  eny  peodk  ha  was  proud  and  gay.  3936 
J^ypen  ha  aoode  and  fissha^  and  nettes 

bete, 
And  tome  coppes,  and  wd  wxastle  and 

shete; 
And  by  his  belt  ha  baar  a  long  panada, 
And  of  a  sward  fUL  trenchant  was  the 

Uada.  393a 

Ajolypopparbaarhainhispoaoba;  (11) 
Ther  was  no  man  for  peril  dorsta  him 
-    '  tonohek 


As  piled  as  an  ape  was  his  sknlle. 
Ha  was  a  markat-betar  atta  Ailla. 
niar  doKsta  no  wight  hand  np-on  him 


A  Shaffeld  tfawHel  baar  ha  in  his  hoset 
Bound  was  hisiSMa,  and  aamnsa  was  his 


3935 


That  he  na  swoor  ha  sholde  anon  abegge. 
A  theef  ha  was  for  soihe  of  oom  and  male, 
And  that  a  dy,  and  nsaont  for  to  stale. 
His  name  was  hoten  dfiynoos  Bimkln.  (ai) 
A^wyf  ha  hadda,  y«oomen  of  noble  kin ; 
The  person  of  the  tonn  hir  fkder  was. 
With  hir  he  yaf  Ailmany  a  panne  of  bras, 
For  that  SimUn  sholde  in  his  blood  allye. 
She  was  y-fostred  in  a  nonnarye ;      3946 
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For  Simkm  wolde  no  wji,  tm  ha  sajde, 
Bat  she  were  wel  y>norined  and  *  nuiyde, 
Tofavenhiaeetaatofyomanryo.        9949 
And  she  was  proud,  and  pert  aa  is  a  pye. 
A  fal  £Bir  nghte  was  it  on  hem  two ;   ^x) 
On  haly-dayes  bi£[»m  liir  wolde  ha  go 
With  his  t^t  boondsa  aboat  his  heed, 
And  she  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of  reed ; 
And  Simkin  hadde  hosen  of  the  same. 
Ther  doxste  no  wight  clepen   hir  bnt 

*  dam&'  3996 

Was  noon  so  haxdy  that  w«ntQ  hy  the 

w^ye 
That  with  hir  donrta  rage  or  ones  playe, 
Bat4f  he  woUa  be  slayn  of  Simkin    3959 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf^  or  bo jdekin. 
For  jaloos  folk  ben  pariloas  ewmo,    (41) 
Algate  th^  wc^e  hir  wyrea  wenden  so. 
And  eek,  for  she  was  somdel  tmoterlioh, 
She  was  as  digne  as  waiter  in  a  didli; 
And  All  of  hoker  and  of  bisemaia.      3965 
Hir  thoughts   that  »  lady  sholda   hir 

spare, 
What  for  hir  Idnxede  and  hir  nortebys 
That  she  had  lemed  in  the  nonnsxy^ 

A  dog^toc  hadde  they  bttwize  hem  two 
Of  twenty  yeer,  with-onten  any  me^  3970 
Savinge  a  child  that  was  of  half-yeer  age  f 
la  cradel  it  lay  and  was  a  propce  paga 
This  wenehe  tiiikka  and  wel  y-growen 

'w**,  (S3) 

With  oamnse  nose  and  yfin  gzayeas  i^ ; 
With  battokes  brode  and  bwstes  xonnde 
andhye,  8975 

Bat  right  fkir  was  hir  hear,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
The  person  of  the  toon,  £»r  she  was  foiTt 
In  porpos  was  to  maken  hir  his  hair 
Bothe  of  his  oatel  and  his  msaniage,  3979 
And  strannge  ha  made  it  of  hir  mariage. 
His  poxpos  was  for  to  bistowe  fair  hye  (61) 
In-to  som  worthy  Uood  of  annoetxye ; 
For  holy  cbirohea  good  moot  been  de- 
sponded 
On  holy  ohirohes  Uood,  that  is  descended. 
Tberfore  he  wc^e  his  holy  Uood  honoare, 
Though  that  he  holy  ohirohe  sholda  de- 
▼oore.  3986 

Gretsoken  hath  this  miliar,  oatof  doate. 
With  wheteandmaltof  althelandaboate ; 
And  namrficthe  thss  was  a  gseet  coUegge, 
Manolapeatha  Sder-halle  atCantebregge, 


Thar  was  hir  whate  and  eek  hir  malt 

y-groonde.  (71)  3991 

And  on  a  day  it  happed,  in  a  stoondst 
Sik  lay  the  maonoiple  on  a  maladye ; 
Hen  wenden  wlaly  that  he  sholda  dye. 
For  which  this  miller  stal  bothe  mele  and 

wan  3995 

An  hundred  tyme  more  than  Uf om ; 
For  the^-UlbnL  he  stal  but  cartcisly. 
But  now  he  was  a  theef  outrageously^ 
For  which  the  wardeyn  ohidde  and  made 

«wa.  (79) 

But  the^ofsatte  the  miller  nata  tare;  4000 
Hacraketh  boost,  and  swoorit  was  nat  so. 
Than  were  ther  yangepovre  olerkes  two, 
lliat  dweltanin  this  halle,  of  wLich  I  seye. 
Testif  they  w«ze,  send  lusty  £ar  to  pleye, 
And,  only  for  hir  mirthe  and  reyelzye, 
Up-on  the  wardeyn  biaily  they  eiye,  4006 
To  yeya  ham  lore  but  a  lit^  stounda 
To  goon  to  miUa  and  seen  hir  com  y- 

groundo} 
And  hardily,  they  doirste  leys  hir  nekke, 
The  miliar  Aold  nat  stele  hem  half  a 

pekka  (90)  4010 

Of  aotnbyslaighte,nebyfoapoehemreve; 
Andat  the  laiAethe  wardiynyaf  hem  leva. 
John  hif^t  that  son,  and  Aleyn  hight 

that  other; 
Of  o  to«B  wero  tiiey  bom,  that  highte 

Strother,  4014 

Fer  in  the  north,  I  oan  nat  telle  where. 

9his  Alayn  maketh  redy  al  his  gere,     . 
And  on  aa  hors  the  sak  he  easts  anon. 
Forth  goth  Aleyn  the  olerk,and  also  J<^m, 
With  good  swerd  #ad  with  bokeler  by  hir 

lyde.  (99)  4019 

Mm  knew  the  w«(y,  hem  nedede  no  gyde. 
And  at  the  miUe  the  sak  adoun  he  layth, 
Aleyn  spakiilEst,  ^alhayl,  9ymond,y4^thf 
How  fares  thy  fairs  doghter  and  thy  wyf?' 
'  Aleyn  I  waloQma,*Quod  Simkin,  *l]y  my 

And  Johnidso,  how  now,  what  do  ye  heer?' 
^Qymond,*  quod  John,  *by  god,  node 

hasnapear;  403d 

Him  bo6s  serve   him  selva  that  has  na 

swayn, 
Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  olerkes  sayn. 
Our  manciple,  I  hope  hewil  be  deed,  4099 
Swa  werkes  ay  the  wanges  in  his  ha^d. 
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And  fbrtliy  if  I  oome,  and  eek  Alayti,  (iii) 
To  grinde  our  00m  andoarioit  ham  agajm; 
I   pray  yow  Bpede  us   hethen  that  ye 
mty.* 

*  It  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Bimldn,  *  by  my 

fey;  4034 

'Whatwolyedoonwhylthatitismhande?* 

*  3y  god,  right  l^  the  hoper  wil  I  fltaade,' 
Quod  Jolm,  *and  se  how  that  the  com 

gasin; 
Tot  sangh  I  never,  by  my  feder  kin,  4038 
How  that  the  hoi>er  wagges  til  and  fra.' 

Aleyn  answerde, '  John,  and  wiHow  Bwa, 
Than  wil  I  be  bynethe,  by  iny  oroun,  (lai) 
And  se  how  that  the  mele  fellas  donn 
In-to  the  trouc^ ;  that  sal  be  my  disport. 
For  John,  in  fexth,  I  may  been  <vf  your 

sort; 
I  is  as  ille  a  miUer  as  are  ye.'  4045 

This  miller  smyled  of  hir  nyoetee, 
And  thoghte,  *al  this  nis  doon  but  fbr  a 

wyle; 
They  wene  that  no  man  may  hem  bigyle ; 
But,  by  my  thrift,  yet  shal  I  blere  hir  yS 
For  al  the  sleighte  in  hir  philosophye.  4050 
The  more  queynte  crekes  that  iliey  make. 
The  more  wol  I  stela  whan  I  take.  (13a) 
In  stede  of  floor,  yet  wol  I  yew^  hem 

bren. 
«*The  gtetteste  derkes  been  noght  the 

wysest  men,** 
As  whylom  to  the  wolf  thus  spak  the 

mare;  4P55 

Of  al  hir  art  I  oonnte  noght  a  tare.' 

Out  at  the  dore  he  gooth  fUl  primely. 
Whan  that  he  saugh  his  tyme,  softely ; 
He  loketh  up  and  doun  til  he  hath  fennde 
The  derkes  hors,  ther  as  it  stood  y-bounde 
Bihinde  the  mille,  under  a  leresel ;    4061 
And  to  the  hon  he  gooth  him  feire  and 

wel;  (i4j) 

He  strepeth  of  the  brydel  right  anon. 
And  whan  the  hors  was  loos,  he  ginneth 

gon 
Toward  the  fen,  ther  wilde  mares  renne. 
Forth  with  wehee,  thurgh  thikka  and 

thurgh  thexme.  4066 

This  miller  gooth  agayn,  no  word  he 

Wjde, 
But  dooth  his  note,  and  with  the  derkes 

pleyde, 


Til  that  hir  eom  was  feire  and  wd  y- 

grounde. 
And  whan  the  mele  is  sakked  and  3^ 

bounde,  (150)  4070 

This  John  goth  out  and  fynt  his  hors  away. 
And  gan  to  ciye  *  harrow '  and  *  weylaway ! 
Our  hors  is  lorn  I  Alayn,  for  goddes  banes, 
Step  on  thy  feet,  oom  out,  man,  al  at  anes  I 
Alias,  our  wardeyn  has  his  pslfrey  lorn.' 
This  Aleyn  al  forgat,  bothe  mde  and  oom, 
Al  was  out  of  hia  mynde  his  housbondrye. 
'What?  whUkwayis  he  geen?'  he  gan 

toorye. 
The  wyf  cam  leplng  Inward  with  a  ren. 
She  seyde,  ^aHas!  your  hors  goth  to  the 

fen  (160)  4080 

With  wilde  mares,  as  feste  as  he  may  go. 
Unthank  come  on  his  hand  that  bond 

him  so. 
And  he  that  bettre  sholde  han  knit  the 

reyne.' 
*  Alias,'  quod  John,  *  Aleyn,  for  Cristes 

peyne, 
Lay  doun  thy  swerd,  and  I  wil  mynalswa ; 
I  is  fel  wight,  god  waat,  as  is  a  raa ;  4086 
By  goddes  h»te  he  sal  nat  scape  us  bathe. 
Why  nadstow  pit  the  capul  in  the  lathe? 
n-hayl,  by  god,  Aleyn,  thou  is  a  fonne ! ' 
This  sely  derkes  han  fel  feste  y-ronne 
To-ward  the  fen,  bothe  Aleyn  and  eek 

John.  (171)  4091 

And  whan  the  miller  sangh  that  they 

were  gon. 
He  half  a  busshd  of  hir  flour  hath  take. 
And  bad  Ills  wyf  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
9e  seyde,  *  I  trowe  the  derkes  were  aferd ; 
Yet  can  a  miller  make  a  derkes  herd  4096 
Foral  his  art;  now  lat  hem  goon  hir  weye. 
Lo  yrhfot  th^  goon,  j^  lat  tiie  children 

pl^rs; 
They  gete  him  nat  so  lightly,  by  my  oroun  f 
Thlse  sely  derkes  rennen  up  and  doun 
With  *keep,  keep,'  stand,  stand,  jossa, 

warderere,  (181)  4101 

Qa  whistle  thou,  and  I  shal  kepe  him 

here!* 
But  shortly,  til  that  it  was  yerrsy  night. 
They  coude  nat,  though  they  do  al  hir 

might,  4104 

Hir  capul  oaoohe,  he  ran  alwey  so  feste. 
Til  in  a  dioh  they  canghte  him  atte  laste. 
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Weiy  and  weei,  as  bo9te  it  ia  Uie  x^yn, 
Comth  lely  John,  and  with  him  oomth 

'Alias,*  quod  John,  *th6  day  tlwfc  I  was 

b(»m! 
Now  are  we  drive  til  hething  and  til 

soom.  (190)  4110 

Oar  00m  ifl  stole^  men  wil  vb  falee  eaUe, 
Bathe  the  wardeyn  and  oor  felawee  aUe, 
And  namely  the  miller ;  weylaway  I ' 
Thiui  pl^yneth  John  ae  he  goih  by  the 

wi«r 
Toward  the  mille,  and  Bayard  in  hia  hond. 
The  miller  sitting  hy  the  ^  he  Amd,  4Jt6 
For  it  was  night,  and  forthermightethey 

noght; 
Bat,  for  the  love  of  god,  they  him  hiaoght 
Of  herberwe  and  of  eae,  aa  for  hir  peny. 

^nie  miller aeyde agayn,  *ifther  beany, 
Swich  as  it  is,  yet  thai  ye  hate  yoar  part. 
Myn  hoaa  ia  atreit,  bat  ye  han  lemedart ; 
Ye  oonne  by  argomentea  make  a  place 
A  myle  brood  of  twenty  foot  of  apaoeu  (204) 
lAt  aee  now  if  thia  place  may  aofiyae,  4135 
Or  make  it  room  with  apeche,  aa  ia  yoare 

*  Now,  Symond,'  acyde  John,  *  by  aeint 

Catberd, 
Ay  iathoa  mexy,  and  thiaia  iaireanaword. 
I  have  herd  aeyd,  man  aal  taa  of  twa 

thingea  4149 

Slykaahe  fyndea,  or  taa  alyk  aa  he  bringe& 
Bat  apeoially,  I  pray  thee,  hoatedeie,<aii) 
Get  oa  aom  mete  and  dzinke,  and  make 

aaohere, 
And  we  wil  payen  trewely  atte  falle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  na  haokea 

taUe; 
liohere  oar  silver,  redy  for  toapende.*  4155 
Thia  miller  in-to  toon  hia  doghter  aenda 
for  ale  and  breed,  and  roeted  hem  agooa. 
And  bond  hir  hora,  it  ah<dde  nat  goa  looa  ( 
^d  in  hia  owne  ohamhre  hem  made  § 

ll©d  <ai9)  4139 

With  shetea  and  withehalonafairey-epred, 
Koghtfromhiaowne  bed  ten  foot  or  twelve. 
Hia  doghter  hadde  a  bed,  al  by  hir-aelve, 
Bight  in  the  aame  ohambce,  by  and  by ; 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  caaae  why,  4144 
Ther  waa  no  roamer  herberwe  in  the  place. 
They  toapen  and  they  apeke,  hem  to  aolaoe. 


And  drinken  ever  strong  ale  atte  beate. 
Aboote.  midnight  wente  th^y  to  reate. 
Wei  hath  thia  miller  vemisshed  hia 


Fal  pale  he  waa  for-dronken,  and  nat 

reed.  4150 

He  yezeth,  and  he  q[>eketh  thnrgh  the 

noae  (23O 

Am  he  were  on  the  qnakke,  or  on  tha 

poae. 
To  bedde  he  gooth,  and  with  him  goth 

hiawyl 
Aa  any  jay  fihe  li^t  waa  and  jolyf^ 
80  waa  hir  jdy  whistle  wel  y-wet.        4155 
The  oradel  at  hir  beddea  ftet  ia  aet, 
To  rokken«  and  to  yevetiie  child  to  aooke. 
And  whan  that  dronken  al  waa  in  the 

oronke. 
To  bedde  went  the  doghter  zig^t  anon ; 
To  bedde  gooth  Aleyn  and  alao  John ;  4160 
Ther  naa  na  more,  hem  nedede  no  dwalo. 
Thia  miUer  hath  wo  wialy  bibbed  ale,  {142) 
That  aa  an  hora  he  anerteth  in  hia  aleep, 
Ne  of  hia  tayl  bihinde  he  took  no  keep. 
Hia  wyf  bar  him  a  bazdon,  a  fid  strong. 
Men  mighte  hir  routing  here  two  ftorltrng ; 
The  wendke  ronteth  e^  par  compamve, 

Aleyn  the  olerk,  that  herd  thiameledye, 
He  poked  John,  and  aeyde,  'alepeatow? 
Herdeatow  ever  slyk  a  sang  er  now  ?  4170  , 
Ijo,  whilk  a  oompltne  ia  y-md  hem  alle ! 
A  wilde  f^  np^Q  thair  bodyea  foUe !  (25a) 
Wha  heikned  ever  alyk  a  ferly  thing? 
Ye,  they  iiA  Im^tc  the  flour  of  il  ending. 
This  lange  night  ther  ty  dea  me  na  reate ; 
Bat  yet,  na  fora ;  al  aal  be  lor  the  beate. 
For  John,'  aeyde  he,  *ala  ever  moot  I 

thr3n^ 
If  that  I  may,  yon  wenche  wil  I  jmyve. 
80m  eaement  has  lawe  y*diapen  oa ;  4179 
For  John,  ther  ia  a  lawe  that  aaya  thaa. 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  be  y-greved,  (261) 
That  in  another  he  aal  be  releved. 
Oor  com  iaatoln,  ahortly,  it  ia  na  nay, 
And  we  han  had  an  il  fit  al  thia  day. 
And  ain  I  aal  have  neen  amendement,  41^ 
Agayn  my  loa  I  wil  have  eeement. 
By  goddeasaale,  it  aal  neen  other  be  t ' 

Thia  John  answerde,  *  Alayn,  avyae  thee, 
The  miller  ia  a  perilona  man,'  he  aeyde, 
*  And  gif  that  he  out  of  hia  aleep  abreyda 
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He  mighte  doon  110  bathe  a  vileinye.'  (271) 
Alejrn  ausvrexde,  *I  ooant  him  nat  a 

flye ; »  4>9» 

And  up  he  rist,  and  by  the  weni^  he 

orepte. 
This  wenche  lay  upright,  and  £ute  depte, 
Til  he  Sony  wae,  er  die  mighte  espye,  4195 
That  it  had  been  to  late  for  to  oiye, 
And  Portly  tot  to  9eyn,  they  were  at  on ; 
Now  pley,  Aleyn !  for  I  wol  spekeof  John. 
This  John  lyth  ctille  a  fdrlong-wey  or 

two, 
And  to  him-0elf  he  maketh  ronthe  and 

wo  :■  <98o)  4200 

*AIIasr  qnodbe,  *  this  is  a  wikked  jape ; 
Now  may  I  seyn  that  I  is  bat  an  ape. 
Yet  has  my  felawe  somewhat  for  his  harm ; 
He  has  the  milleris  doghter  in  his  arm. 
He  anntred  him,  and  has  his  nedes  sped, 
And  I  Ijre  as  a  draf-sek  in  my  bed ;     4906 
And  when  this  jape  is  takt  another  day, 
I  sal  been  halde  a  daf,  a  colcenay  f 
I  wil  aryse,  and  anntre  it,  by  my  iSsiyth ! 
"  Unhardy  is  nnsely,"  thns  men  sayth.' 
And  np  he  roos  and  softely  he  wente  (991) 
Un<^  the  oradel,  and  in  his  hand  it  hente. 
And  baar  it  softe  im-to  his  beddes  fbet. 

Bona  after  this  Uie  wyf  hir  roBting  leet, 
And  gan  awake,  and  wente  hir  oat  to 

pisn,  4ai5 

And  cam  agayn,  and  gan  h±r  ozmdel  misse, 
And  groped  heer  and  ther,  bat  she  fond 


<  AUas  r  qnod  ske,  <  I  hadde  •feouMit  mis- 

I  hadde  almost  goA  to  the  elerkes  bed. 
i;y,  ten'dte/ thanne  hadde  I  foole  y«ped : ' 
And  forth  she  gooth  til  she  the  oradel 

fbnd.  (301)  4211 

She  gropeth  alwey  fbrtiker  wUh  hir  bend, 
And  fond  the  bed,  andthoghte  noght  bat 

good, 
By-oaose  that  the  oondel  by  it  stood,  4294 
And  niste  wher  she  was,  for  it  was  derk ; 
Bat  £ure  and  welshe  creep  intothe  elerk, 
And  lyth  fol  stills,  and  wolde  ban  eanght 

asle^ 
WItb-inne  a  whyl  this  John  the  olerk  up 

leep,  4aa8 

And  on  this  gode  wyf  he  leyth  on  scnre. 
80  mexy  a  fit  ne  hadde  she  nat  ftd  yof, 


He  priketh  harde  and  depe  as  he  were 

mad.  (311) 

This  joly  lyf  han  thise  two  dei^es  lad 
Til  that  the  thridde  oek  bigan  to  singe. 

Aleyn  wex  wery  in  the  daweninge,  4234 
For  he  had  swenken  al  the  longe  night ; 
And SQyde,  ^fEff  wel,  Malin,  swete  wight! 
The  day  is  come,  I  may  no  longer  byde ; 
But  erermo)  wher  so  I  go  or  xyde, 
I  is  thyn  awen  derk,  swa  have  I  seel  V 
*  Now  deie  lemmas,'  quod  she,  *go,  Ikr 

weel !  (320)  4240 

But  er  thoa  go,  o  thing  I  wol  thee  telle. 
Whan  that  thon  wendest  homward  by 

themelle. 
Bight  at  the  entree  of  the  dore  bihinde, 
Thon  Shalt  a  cake  of  half  a  bosshel  flnde 
That  WHS  y-msked  of  lAiyn  tnme  mele, 
Whioh  that  I  heelp  my  foder  for  to  stele. 
And,  goda  leroman,  god  thee  save  and 

kepel'  4247 

And  witk  thafr  woid  almost  she  gan  to 

wepe. 
Aleyn  np-rlst,  and  thoo^te,  *  er  that 

itdawe, 
I  wol  go  orepen  in  by  my  felawe ;       4250 
And  fond  the  eradel  with  his  hand  anon, 
'  By  god,*  thoghte  he,  *  al  wrang  I  have 

mi4gon;  (332) 

Myn  heed  is  to4gr  of  my  swink  to-night. 
That  znakethme  that  I  go  nat  aright.  4254 
I  woot  wel  by  the  eradel,  I  have  misgo, 
Heer  lytit  the  miOer  and  his  wyf  also.' 
And  fortb  he  goth,  a  twentiy  devd  way, 
Un-to  the  bed  ther-as  the  miQer  lay. 
He  wende  have  eropen  by  hiis  felawe  John ; 
And  b^  tibte  miller  in  he  creep  anon,  4260 
And  cao^te  hym  by  the  nekke,  and  softe 

hespakr  (341) 

He  seyde,  *tlio«,  John,  thon  swyues-heed, 

»wak 
¥6r  Oistes  soole,  and  heer  a  noble  game. 
For  by  that  lord  that  called  is  seint 

Jame, 

As  I  have  thryes,  in  this  shorte  night,  42^ 

Swjrved  the  miOeres  doi^xter  bolt-npright, 

Whyl  thow  hast  as  a  coward  been  agast' 

*Ye,  iUse  haiiot,'  qnod   the   miller, 


A!  fidsetraitoor!  folsederk!'  qnod  he, 
*Thoti  Shalt  be  deed,  by  goddes  dignitee ! 
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Who  donte  be  so  bold  to  dispange    (351) 
Hy  doghter,  that  is  come  of  swich  linage? ' 
And  by  the  throte-bolle  he  canghte  Ali^yn. 
And  he  hente  hym  despitoualy  agayn, 
And  on  the  noee  he  smoot  him  with  his 

fest.  4275 

Doon  ran  the  blody  streem  np-on  hisbrest ; 
And  in  the  floor,  with  nose  and  month 

to-broke, 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  pigges  in  a  poke. 
And  np  they  goon,  and  doon  agayn  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  spomed  at  a  stoon,  4280 
And  doon  he  fil  bakward  np-on  his  wyf^ 
That  wiste  no-thing  of  this  nyce  sti3rf ; 
For  she  was  falle  aslepe  a  lyte  wight  (3/63) 
With  John  the  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  night. 
And  with  the  fal,  out  of  hir  sleep  she 

br^yde^  42S5 

*Help,    holy  eroyu  of  Bromeholm,'  she 

seyde, 
*  In  manut  Uuu  !  lord,  to  thee  I  oalle  f 
Awak,  Symoad !  the  feend  is  on  ns  fidle^ 
Hyn  herte  is  broken,  help,  I  nam  but 

deed; 
There  lyUi  oon  np  my  wombe  and  ap 

myn  heed ;  4290 

Help,  Simkin,  for  the  false  dexkes  flghte.' 

This  John  sterte  np  as  £Mte  as  ever  he 

mighte,  (3;a) 

And  graspeth  by  the  walles  to  and  £ro. 
To  finde  a  staf ;  and  ihe  sterte  np  also. 
And  knew  the  estres  bet  than  dide  this 

John,  4^95 

And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  fond  anon, 


And  sangh  a  litel  shimering  of  a  light. 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  mone  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  sangh  hem  bothe 

two, 
Bnt  sikerly  she  niste  who  was  who,    4300 
But  as  she  sangh  a  whyt  thing  in  hir  y6. 
And  whan  she  gan  the  whyte  thing  espye, 
She  wende  the  olerk  hadde  wered  a  voln- 

pear.  (383) 

And  with  the  staf  she  dxoog^  ay  neer  and 

near,  4304 

And  wende  han  hit  this  Alsyn  at  the  fdlle. 
And  smoot  the  miUer  on  the  pyled  sknlle, 
That  donn  he  gooth  and  ozyde,  *  harrow ! 

Idyel' 
Thise  olerkes  bete  him  weel  and  lete  him 

lye; 
And  greythen  hem,  and  toke  hir  hors  anon, 
And  e^  hir  mele,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon.  (390)  4310 

And  at  the  mille  yet  they  toke  hir  cake 
Of  half  a  boashel  floor,  ful  wel  y-bake. 
Thns  is  the  pronde  miller  wel  y-bete. 
And  hath  y-lost  the  grinding  of  the  whefce, 
And  payed  for  the  soper  eveiy-doel    4315 
Of  Alsyn  and  oi  John,  that  bette  him  weel. 
His  wyf  is  swyved,  and  his  doghter  als ; 
Lo,  swich  it  is  a  miller  to  be  £Us ! 
And  therfore  this  prorerbe  is  seyd  ful 

sooth,  4319 

*  Him  thar  nat  wene  wel  that  yvel  dooth ; 
A  gylonr  shal  him-self  bigyled  be.*     (401) 
And  God,  that  sitteth  heighe  in  magestee, 
Saye  al  tliis  companye  grete  and  smale ! 
Thns  h»ye  I  qnit  the  miller  in  my  tale. 


Here  is  ended  the  Reves  tale. 
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THE  COOK'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Cokes  tala. 


Tbs  Cook  of  London,  whyl  the  Beve  fpak, 
For  jiayo^  him  thonghte,  he  oUwed  him 

on  the  bak,  4326 

*Ha!  ha!'qaodhe,*forCri8tespaMioim, 
This  miller  hadde  a  sharp  oonohudoon 
Upon  his  argnment  of  herbergage  t 
Wei  seyde  Salomon  in  his  langage,     4330 
**Ke  bringe  nat  evexy  man  in-to  thyn 

hons;" 
For  herberwing  by  nighte  is  perilons. 
Wei  oghte  a  man  ayysed  for  to  be         (9) 
Whom  that  he  broghte  in-to  his  privetee. 
I  pray  to  god,  so  yeye  me  sorwe  and  oare, 
IfeTer,8ithIhighteHoggeof  Ware,  4336 
Herde  I  a  miller  bettre  y-eet  a-werk. 
He  hadde  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  derk. 
But  god  forbede  that  we  stinten  here ; 
And  therfore,  if  ye  Tonche-sanf  to  here 
A  tale  of  me,  that  am  a  poTre  man,   4341 
I  -woL  yow  telle  as  wel  as  ever  I  can 
I  A  litel  jape  that  fil  in  onr  citee.' 

Our  host  answerde,andseide,  ^Igrannte 

it  thee;  (20)4344 


Now  telle  on,  Boger,  loke  that  it  be  good ; 
For  many  a  pastee  hastow  laten  blood, 
And  many  a  Jakke  of  Dover  hastow  sold 
That  hath  been  twyes  hoot  and  twyes  cold. 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  hastow  Crisies  cnrs, 
For  of  thy  persly  yet  they  fSare  the  wors, 
That  they  han  eten  with  thy  stubbel-goos ; 
For  in  thy  shoppe  is  many  a  flye  loos.  (28) 
Now  telle  on,  gentil  Boger,  by  thy  name. 
Bnt  yet  I  pray  thee,  be  nat  wrooth  for  game, 
A  man  may  seye  fnl  sooth  in  game  and 
ploy.*  4355 

*  Thon  seist  td  sooth,'  quod  Boger,  *  by 
my  fey. 
Bat  **  sooth  pley,  qnaad  pl^,**  as  the  Flem- 
ing seith ;  (33) 
And  ther-fore,  Herry  Bailly,  by  thy  feith. 
Be  thou  nat  wrooth,  er  we  departen  heer, 
I  Though  t^iat  my  tale  be  of  an  hostileer. 
Bat  nathelees  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yit,     4361 
Bat  er  we  parte,  y^wis,  thou  shalt  be  quit.' 
Andther-with-alheloaghand  madechere, 
An4  s^e  his  tale,  as  ye  shol  after  here.  . 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Cokes  tal^ 


THE  COKES  TALE. 


Heer  bigynnetfa  ttie  Cokes  tale. 


A  Pbxhtu  whylom  dwelled  in  oar  citee, 
Andofaoraftof-vitaillers  washe;    4366 
Oaillard  he  was  as  goldfinch  in  the  shawe, 
Broan  as  a  berie,  a  pmpn  short  felawe, 
With  lokkes  blake,  y-kempt  fid  fetisly. 
Daoncen  he  ooade  so  wel  and  jolily,  4370 
That  he  was  clei>ed  Perkin  Bevelonr. 
He  was  as  tuX  of  lore  and  paramoor 


As  is  the  hyye  fol  of  hony  iwete ; 

Wel  was  the-  wenohe  with  him  mighta 

mete.  (10) 

At  every  bxjrdale  wolde   he  singe  and 

hoppe,  4375 

I  He  loved  bet  the  tavern  than  the  shoppe. 
For  whan  ther  any  xyding  was  in  Chepe, 
Out  of  the  shoppe  thider  wolde  he  lepe. 
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Til  that  lie  hadde  al  the  lighte  y-9eym^ 
And  dannoed  wel,  he  wolde  nat  oome 

ag^yn.  4380 

And  gadered  him  a  meinae  of  hit  lort 
To  hoppe  and  ahige,  and  makan  fwioh 

disport 
And  ther  they  aettan  steYen  for  to  meta 
To  pl^yen  at  the  dja  in  awich  a  strete.  (jo) 
For  in  the  tonne  naa  ther  no  pientjs,  43815 
That  fairer  conde  caate  a  paire  of  djv 
Than  Perkin  oonde,  and  ther-to  he  wasfiree 
Of  hia  dispenae,  in  plaoe  of  privetee. 
That  fond  his  maiater  wel  in  his  chaffare ; 
For  often  tyme  he  fond  his  box  ftd  bare. 
For  sikerly  a  prentis  reveloor,  4391 

That  hannteth  djs,  riot,  or  paramour, 
His  maister  shal  it  in  his  ahoppe  ohy^ 
Al  hare  he  no  part  of  the  minstralcye ;  (30) 
For  thefte  and  not,  th^  ben  oonTertible, 
Al  ootme  he  pleye  on  giteme  or  ribible. 
Bevel  and  tronthe,  aa  in  a  low  degree, 
They  been  fnl  -wxotha  al  day,  aa  men  maj 

see^ 
This  joly  prentis  with  his  maister  hood. 
Til  he  wexe  ny  out  of  his  prentishood,  4400 
Al  were  he  snibbed  bothe  er^  and  laito, 
And  somtyma  lad  wifch  nwtL  to  Newgate ; 
But  atte  laste  h&i  maiskev  him  bithoghte, 


Up-on  a  day,  whan  he  his  paper  sog^te,  (40) 
Of  a  proverbe  that  seith  this  same  word, 
'^  Wel  bet  is  roten  appel  out  of  hord   4406 
Than  that  it  rotie  al  the  remenaont.* 
So  fBureth  it  by  a  riotous  servannt ; 
It  is  wel  lasso  harm  to  lete  him  paoe. 
Than  he  shande  alle  the  serranta  in  the 

plaoe.  4410 

Therfore  his  maister  yaf  him  aoqnitance, 
And  bad  him  go  with  sorwe  and  with 

meschance; 
And   thna  thia  joly  prentis  hadde  his 

lere. 
Now  lat  him  riote  al  the  night  or  lere.  (50) 
And  fbr  ther  is  no  theef  with-oate  a 

lonke,  4415 

That  lielpeth  him  to  wasten  and  to  sooke 
Of  that  he  biybe  ean  or  borwe  may, 
Anon  he  sente  his  bed  and  his  array 
Un-to  a  oompeer  of  his  owne  sort, 
That  lovededys  and  revel  and  disport,  4420 
And  hadde  a  wyf  that  heeld  for  oonnt- 

•nwMa  (57) 

A  ahoppe,  and  swyyed  for  hir  sustenance. 


Of  this  Cokea  tale  maked  Chancer 
na  more. 


GEOUP  B. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  MAN  OF 
LAW'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  wordea  of  the  Hooat  to  the  con^anye. 


Oum  Hoste  sey  wel  that  the  brightesonne 
Th'ark  of  his  artificial  day  had  ronne 
The  fonrthe  part,  and  half  an  houre,  and 

more  j 
And  thoogh  he  were  not  dope  expert  in 

lore, 
He  wiste  it  was  the  elghtetethe  day        5 
Of  April,  that  is  messager  to  May ; 


And  sey  wel  that  the  ahadwe  of  evesy  tree 
Was  as  in  lengthe  the  same  qnantitee 
That  was  the  body  erect  that  caused  it. 
And  therfor  by  the  shadwe  he  took  his  wit 
That  Fhebns,  which  that  shoon  so  dere 

andbrighte,  11 

Degrees  was  f^ve  and  fi>arty  clombe  on , 

hii^te; 
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And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
It  was  ten  of  the  olokke,  he  gan  conolnde, 
And  Bodeynly  he  plighte  his  horn  abonte. 
^  Lordinges/  qnod  he,  *  I  waxne  yow,  al 

thisronte,  16 

The  foorthe  party  of  this  day  is  goon  ; 
Kow,  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  seint 

John, 
Leseth  no  tyme,  as  ferforth  as  ye  may ; 
Lordlnges,  the  tyme  wasteth  night  and 

day,  30 

And  steleth  from  ns, -what  privelyslepinge. 
And  what   thurgh   neoligence    in   our 

wakinge, 
As  dooth  the  streem,  that  tnmeth  never 

•gayn. 
Descending  fro  the  montalgne  in-to  playn. 
Wei  can  Senek,  and  many  a  philosophre  as 
BlwaUen  tyme,  more  than  gold  in  oofre. 
**  For  los  of  catel  may  recovered  be. 
Bat  los  of  tyme  shendeth  ns,"  quod  he. 
It  wol  nat  come  agayn,  with-onten  drede, 
Na  more  than  wol  Malkins  maydenhede, 
Whanshe  hath  lost  itin  hirwantownesse; 
Lat  ns  nat  moolen  thus  in  ydelnesse.    $2 
Sir  mamjof  lawe,*  quod  he,  *so  have  ye 

hlis, 
Tel  us  a  tale  anon,  as  forward  is ; 
Ye   been    submitted  thurgh   your   free 

assent  35 

To  stonde  in  this  cas  at  my  jngement. 

Acquiteth  yow,  and  holdeUi  your  biheste, 

Than  have  ye  doon  yonr  devoir  atte  leste.' 

*Hoete,'  quod  he,  *d^fKxrdieux  ieh  as- 

sente. 
To  far^e  forward  is  not  myn  entente.   40 
Biheste  is  dette,  and  I  wol  holde  fajm 
Al  my  biheste ;  I  can  no  better  seyn. 
For  swich  lawe  as  nian  yeveth  another 

wight. 
He  sholde  him-selven  usen  it  by  ri^t ;  44 
Thus  wol  our  text ;  -but  nalAieleS  eerteyn 
I  can  right  now  no  thrifty  tale  seyn, 
fBut  Qiaucer,  though  he  can  but  lewedly 
On  metres  and  on  xymin^  craftily. 
Hath  s^d  hem  in  swich  Kngjish  as  he  can 
Ofoldet3nne,asknowethmany  aman.  50 
And  if  he  have  not  seyd  hem,  leve  brother, 
In  o  book,  he  hath  seyd  hem  in  another. 
For  he  hath  told  of  loveres  up  and  doun 
Mo  than  Ovyde  made  of  mencunm 


In  his  Epistyles,  that  been  ful  olde.  55 
TVhat  sholde  I  tellen  hem,  sin  thoy  ben 

tolde? 
In  youthe  he  made  of  Ceys  and  Alcion, 
And  sithen  hath  he  spoke  of  everiohon, 
Thise  noble  wyves  and  thise  loveres  eke. 
Who-so  that  wol  his  large  volume  seke6o 
Qeped  the  Selntes  Legende  of  Oupydfi, 
Ther  may  he  seen  the  large  woundes  wyde 
Of  Lucresse,  and  of  Babilan  Tisbee ; 
The  swerd  of  Dido  for  the  false  Enee ; 
The  tree  of  Phillis  for  hir  Demophon  ;  65 
The  pleinte  of  Dianire  and  Hermion, 
Of  Adriane  and  of  Isiphilee ; 
The  bareyne  yle  stonding  in  the  see ; 
The  dreynte  Leander  for  his  Ezro ; 
The  teres  of  Eleyne,  and  eek  the  wo      70 
Of  Brixseyde,  and  of  thee,  LadomGa ; 
!nie  crueltee  of  thee,  queen  MedSa, 
Thy  litel  children  hanging  by  the  hals 
For  thy  Jason,  that  was  of  love  so  fols ! 

0  TiMrmistra,  Penelopee,  Alcesfce,  75 
Your  wyfhod  he  oomendeth  with  the  beste  t 

But  oerteinly  no  word  ne  wryteth  he 
Of  thUke  wikke  ensample  of  Oanacee, 
That  lovede  hir  owne  brother  sinfully ; 
Of  swiche  cursed  stories  I  sey  **  fy  '* ;     80 
Or  elles  of  l^ro  Apollonius, 
How  that  the  cursed  king  Antioohus 
Birafbe  his  doghter  of  hir  maydenhede, 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede. 
Whan  he  hir  threw  up-on  the  pavement. 
And  therfor  he,  of  ful  avysement,  86 

Nold^  never  wryte  in  none  of  his  sermouns 
Of  swiche  unkinde  abhominaciouns, 
Ke  I  wol  noon  reherse,  if  that  I  laay. 

But  of  my  tale  how  shal  I  doon  this  day  ? 
Ke  were  looth  be  lykned,  doutelees,      91 
To  Muses  that  men  depe  Fierides — 
MetamorpJi08eo8  wot  what  I  mene : — 
But  nathelees,  I  recche  noght  a  bene    94 
Thongii  I  oome  aflter  him  with  hawe-bake ; 

1  speke  in  prose,  and  lat  him  lymes  make.' 
And  with  that  word  he,  with  a  sobre  chere, 
Bigan  his  tale,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Mannes  Tale 
of  Lawe. 
O  hateful  harm  f  condicion  of  poverte ! 
With  thnrst,  with  cold,  iriih  hunger  so 
confounded !  100 
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To  ask«n  hidp  thee  ■hameth  in  ihyn 
herte; 

If  thou  noon  aake,  with  node  artow  wo 
woonded, 

That  Tennj  nede  nnmcttppeth  al  thy 
wonnde  hid ! 

Uangree  thyn  heed,  thou  meet  for  indi- 
gence 104 

Or  stele,  or  begge,  or  borwe  thydeepence ! 

Thon  blameet  Crist,  and  aeyst  tol  bitterly, 
lie  miideparteth  richeaw  temporal ; 
Thy  neigheboor  thou,  -wyiest  sinftilly,  (10) 
Andseyst  thon  ha*t  to  lyte,  and  he  hatii  al. 
*  Parfay,'  feistow,  *  somtyme  he  rekne  shal. 
Whan  that  his  tayl  shal  brennen  in  the 

glede,  III 

Por  he  noght  helpeth  noodftUle  in  hir 

nede.' 

Herkne  what   it   the   sentence   of  the 


*  Bet  is  to  dyfin  than  have  indigence ; '  114 
*Thy  selye  neighebonr  wol  thee  despyse;' 


If  thon  Be  porre,  ikrwel  thy  reverenoe ! 
Yet  of  the  wyse  man  tak  this  sentence : — 
*Alle  the  dayet  of  povre  men  ben  wikke  ;* 
Be  war  therfor,  er  thon  oome  in  that 
prikke !  (ai) 

*If  thou  be  poTxe,  thy  brother  hateth 
thee,  130 

And  alle  thy  fireendesfleen  firo  thee,  alas!* 
O  riohe  marohannts,  AU  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  noble,  o  pmdent  folk,  as  in  this  cas! 
Yonr  bagges  been  nat  filled  with  omftet  Of  , 
But  with  sit  dmk^  that  renneth  for  your 

ohaunoe ;  135 

At  GristemasM  merie  may  ye  daunoe ! 

Te  seken  lond  and  see  for  your  winninges, 
Aa  wyse  folk  ye  knowen  al  th'estaat    (30) 
Of  regnes ;  ye  ben  fisidres  of  tydinges 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pees  and  of  debat.  130 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  des<dat, 

Neze  that  a  marohaunt,  goon  is  many  a 

yere,  v  ^»^'       '    '  '^*ni..» ; 

Me  tanghte  a  tale,  which  that  yeshal  here. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  MAN  OF  LAWE. 


Here  beglmietli  ttie  BUa  of  Lawe  bis  Tale. 


Is  Sonie  wbylom  dwelte  a  companye 
Of  chapman  riohe,  and  therto  sadde  and 
trewe,  135 

That  wyde-wher  senten  her  spyoerye, 
Clothes  of  gold,  and  satins  riche  of  hewe; 
Her  ohaffar  was  so  thrifty  and  so  newe,  (40) 
That  ereiy  wight  hath  deyntee  to  chaffitre 
With  hem,  and  eek  to  sellen  hem  hir 

140 


Kow  ffH  it,  that  the  maistres  of  that  sort 
Han  shapen  hem  to  Bome  for  to  wende ; 
Were  it  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport, 
Hon  other  messsge  wolde   Hhisy  thider 
•ende, 


But  oouMn  hem-self  to  Borne,  this  is  the 
ende;  145 

And  in  swioh  plaoe,  as  thou^te  henx 
avantage 

For  her  entente,  they  take  her  herbergage. 

Sojourned  h«n  thise  marohants  in  that 
toun  (50) 

A  oertein  iyme,  as  fel  to  hir  plesanoe. 
And  so  bifel,  that  th'exoellent  renoun  150 
Of  th'emperoures  doghter,  dame  Custanoe, 
Beported  was,  with  ereiy  circumstance, 
Un-to  thise  Surrien  marohants  in  swioh 

wyse. 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 
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This  "was   the   oommune  Tois  of  eveiy 
man,-—  155 

'  Out  Emperonr  of  Borne,  god  him  see, 
A  doc^ter  hath  that,  sin  the  world  bigan, 
To  rekne  as  wel  hir  goodnesse  as  beaatee, 
Nas  never  swich  another  as  is  she ;  (61) 
I  prey  to  god  in  honour  hir  sosteae,  160 
And  wolde  she  were  of  al  Europe  the 
qnene. 

In  hir  is  heigh  beaatee,  with-oote  piyde, 
Towthe,  with-oate  grenehede  or  folye ; 
To  alle  hir  werkes  vertu  is  hir  gyde, 
Hnmblesse  hath  slayn  in  hir  al  tirannye. 
SheismiroorofaUeciirteiflye;  (68)  166 
Hir  herte  is  yerray  chambre  of  holinesse, 
Hir  hand,  ministre  of  fredom  for  almesse.* 

And  al  this  Tois  was  soth,  as  god  is  trewe, 
Bnt  now  to  pnrpos  lat  ns  tnme  agajm ;  170 
Thise  marchants  han  doon  fran^t  hir 

shippes  newe, 
And,  whan  they  han  this  blisftil  mayden 

seyn, 
Hoom  to  Snnyd  been  they  went  tol  fayn, 
And  doon  her  nedes  as  they  han  don  yore. 
And  liyen  in  wele ;  I  can  sey  yow  no  more. 

Now  fel  it,  that  thise  marchants  stode  in 
grace  176 

Of  him,  that  was  the  sowdan  of  Snrrye ; 
Pbr  whan  they  came  from  atty  strange 
place,  '  (86) 

He  wolde,  of  his  benigne  cnrteisye, 
Make  hem  good  chore,  and  bifily  esffyt  180 
ladings  of  sondry  regnes,  for  to  lere 
ThewondxesthAttheymighteseenorhece, 

Amonges  othere  thinges,  specially 
Thise  xnarcliants  han  him  told  of  dame 

Cnstance, 
60  gret  noblesse  in  emest,  cerionsly,    185 
That  this  sowdan  haUi  oaoghi  so  gret 

plesance 
To  han  hir  figure  in  his  remembranee, 
That  al  his  lost  and  al  his  bioy  cnze    (90) 
Was  for  to  lore  hir  whyl  his  lyf  may  dure. 

Parayentnxe  in  thilke  large  book         190 
TVhich  that  men  depe  the  heyen,y-writen 
was 


With  sterres,  whan  that  hehis  birthe  took, 
That  he  for  love  sholde  han  his  dee<di,  alias ! 
For  in  the  sterrea,  elerer  than  is  g^as, 
Is  writen,  god  wot,  who-soooode  it  rede,  195 
The  deeth  of  every  man,  withonten  drede. 

In  sterres,  many  a  winter  ther-biforn, 
Was  writen  the  deeth  of  Ector,  Achilles, 
Of  Pompey,  Julius,  er  they  were  bom ;  (loi) 
The  stryf  of  Thebes ;  and  of  Eronles,  too 
Of  Sampscm,  Tomus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deeth;  bat  mennes  wittes  been  so 

dalle. 
That  no  wight  can  Wel  rede  it  atte  ftille. 

This  sowdan  for  his  privee  oonseU  sente. 
And,  shortly  of  this  mater  for  to  pace,  aos 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  entente. 
And  seyde  hem  certein,  *  bat  he  mighte 

have  grace  (109) 

To  han  Cnstance  with-inne  a  litel  space, 
He  nas  bat  deed;*  and  charged  hem,  in 

hye, 
To  shapen  for  his  lyf  som  remedye.      aio 

Diverse  men  diverse  thinges  seyden ; 
They  argomenten,  casten  np  and  doan 
Many  a  sabtil  resoan  forth  they  leyden, 
They  speken  of  magik  and  abasioan ; 
Bat  finally,  as  in  oondasioan,  215 

l^ey  can  not  seen  in  that  non  avantage, 
^e  in  non  other  wey,  save  mari&ge.    (x  19) 

Than  sawe  they  ther-in  swlch  diffiooltee 
By  wey  of  resoan,  fat  to  speke  al  playn, 
^-caasethat  therwasswichdiversitee  aso 
Bitwene  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  sayn. 
They  trowe  'that  no  oristen  prince  wolde 

fayn 
Wedden  his  child  ander  oore  lawes  swete 
Tha/t  OS  were  taught  by  l^hoan  oar 

prophete.' 

And  he  answerde,  *  raUier  than  I  lete  22$ 
Onstanoe,  I  wol  be  cristned  dontelees ; 
I  mot  ben  hires,  I  may  non  other  chese. 
I  prey  yow  holde  yoar  axgaments  in 
pees;  (130) 

Saveth  my  lyf;  and  beeth  nog^t  reocholees 
To  geten  hir  that  hath  my  lyf  in  care;  msq. 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  longe  endore.' 
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WhsA  nedeth  gretter  dilataoioonr 

I  Beye,  hy  tretis  and  embMsadxTe, 

And  by  the  popes  mediaoionn, 

And  al  the  ohirohe,  and  al  the  ohivalrye, 

That,  in  destmooloan  of  ICanmetrye,  256 

And  in  enereet  of  Oristea  lawe  dere, 

Theybenaooxdedjioaayeshalheire;  (140) 

How  that  the  sowdan  and  hia  baronage 
And  alle  his  ligee  shnlde  y-oristned  be,  240 
And  he  shal  ban  dxatanee  in  mariagfe, 
And  certein  gold,  I  noot  what  qnantitee, 
And  her-to  foonden  soffiaant  senrtee ; 
Thin  ■ame  acord  waa  awom  oneyther  gyde ; 
Kow,  fkire  Costanoe,  almighty  god  thee 
gydel  HS 

Now  wolde  iom  men  waiten,  as  I  geese, 
That  I  shnlde  tellen  al  the  pnrveyance 
That  th'emperonr,  of  his  gxete  noblesse, 
Hath  shapen  for  his  doghter  dame  Cns- 
tanee.  (151) 

Wei  may  men  knowe  that  so  gret  ordin- 
ance S50 
Kay  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  clause 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  cause. 

Bisshopes  ben  shapen  with  hir  for  to 

wende, 
liordes,  ladyes,  knightes  of  renonn, 
And  other  f<^  y-nowe,  this  is  the  ends; 
And  noti^jred  is  thnrgh-oat  the  toon    256 
That  evezy  wight,  with  gret  derrocioim, 
Shnlde  preyen  Grist  that  he  this  manage 
Beoeyre  in  gree,  and  q;>ede  thisTiage.  (161) 

Thedayis  oomenof  hir  departtnge,    260 
I  sey ,  the  woftil  day  iktal  is  oome, 
That  ther  may  be  no  lenger  tazyinge, 
Bat  forthwaxd  they  hem  dressen,  alle  and 


CDstance,  that  was  with  sorwe  al  orer- 

come,  264 

FnX  pale  arlst,  and  dresseth  hirto  wende ; 

For  wel  she  seeth  ther  is  non  other  ende. 

Alias!  what  wonder  is  it  thongh  die  wepte, 
That  shal  be  sent  to  strange  nacioon  (170) 
Fro  freendes,  that  so  tendrely  hir  kepte, 
And  to  be  bonnden  nnder  snbieooionn  270 
Of  oon,  she  knoweth  not  his  oondicioxm. 


Hoosbondes  been  alle  gode,  and  han  ben 

yore, 
Thatknowen  wyves,  I  darsay  yow  nomore. 

*  Fader/  she  sayde,  *  thy  wreoched  child 

Costanoe, 
Thy  yonge  doghter,  fostred  np  so  softe,  275 
And  ye,  my  moder,  my  soverayn  plesanoe 
Over  alle  thing,  ont-taken  Crist  on-lofte, 
Costance,  your  child,  hir  recomandeth 

ofte  (180) 

Un-to  yonr  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Surzyfi, 
Ke  shal  I  never  seen  yow  more  with  y A.  289 

Alias !  nn-to  the  Barbre  nacioon 
I  moste  anon,  sin  that  it  is  your  wille ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  oar  redempcioxm, 
So  yeve  me  grace,  his  hestes  to  f^ilflUe  ; 
I,  wreoche  womman,  no  fors  thooi^h  I 

spiUe.  285 

Wommen    are   bom   to  thraldom  and 

penance, 
And  to  ben  onder  mannes  governance.' 

I  trowe,  at  Troye,  whan  Pirros  brak  the 
wal  (190) 

Or  "Ylion  brende,  at  Thebes  the  oitee,  289 
ITat  Bome,  for  the  harm  thorgh  Hanibal 
That  Bomayns  hath  venqoisshed  tymef 

three, 
Nas  herd  swich  tendre  weping  for  pitee 
As  in  the  ohambre  was  for  hir  departinge ; 
Bot  forth  she  moot,  whexHK>  she  wepe  or 
singe. 

O  flrsto  moeving  oniel  firmament,  995 
With  thy  diamal  sweigh  that  crowdest  ay 
And  hnrlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident,  (199) 
Tht^  natnreUy  wolde  hoMe  another  way, 
Thy  crowding  set  the  heven  in  swich  array 
At  the  beginning:  of  this  fiersviage,  300 
That  crael  Mars  hath  slayn  this  manage. 

Infortonat  aseendent  tortaims, 
Of  which  the  lord  is  helples  falle,  alias ! 
Oat  of  his  angle  in-to  the  darkest  hoos. 
O  Mars,  O  Ataair,  as  in  this  eas  1  30^ 

O  feble  mone,  onhiHppy  been  thy  pas ! 
Thoa  knittest   thee  ther  thoa  art  nat 

receyved, 
Ther  thon  were  weel,  fro  thennes  arto^ 

weyved,  ^  (210) 
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Impradent  emperonr  of  Borne,  alias !  509 
Was  ther  no  philosophre  in  al  thy  toon  ? 
Is  no  tyme  bet  than  other  in  swioh  cas  ? 
Of  viage  is  ther  noon  eleooionn, 
Namely  to  folk  of  heigh  condicionn, 
Kat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  birthe  y-knowo  ? 
Alias !  we  ben  to  lewed  or  to  slows.      315 

To  shippe  is  bronght  this  woftil  fkire  mayde 
Solempnely,  with  every  ciroomstance. 
*  Now  Jesa  Crist  be  with  yow  alle/  she 

sayde ;  (320) 

Ther   nis   namore   bat  *farewel!   faire 

Cnstance ! '  319 

She  peyneth  hir  to  make  good  conntenance, 
And  forth  I  lete  hir  sayle  in  this  manere, 
And  tnme  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matere. 

The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  weUe  of  Tyoes, 
£spy6d  hath  hir  sones  pleyn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  sacrifices,     535 
And  right  anon  she  for  hir  oonseil  sente ; 
And  they  ben  comei  to  knowe  what  she 

mente. 
And  when  assembled  was  this  folk  in-fere, 
She  sette  hir  donn,  and  sayde  as  ye  shal 

here,  (331) 

^  Lordes,*  qnod she,  *ye  knowen  everiohon, 
How  that  my  sone  in  point  is  for  to  lete  331 
The  holy  lawes  of  our  Alkaron, 
Yeven  by  goddes  message  Kakomete. 
But  oon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete,  334 
The  lyf  shal  rather  out  of  my  body  sterte 
Than  Makometee  lawe  ont  of  inyn  herie ! 

What  shnlde  ns  tyden  of  this  newe  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance  f 
And  afterward  in  hello  to  be  dxawe  (241) 
Por  we  reneyed  Mahoun  our  creanoe  ?  340 
But,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  assurance, 
As  I  shal  seyn,  assenting  to  my  lore. 
And  I  shall  make  us  saof  for  evermore? ' 

They  sworen  and  assenten,  every  man,  344 
Tolive  with  hir  and  dye,  and  by  hir  stonde ; 
And  everidi,  in  the  beste  wyse  he  can, 
To  strengthen  hir  shal  alle  his  fireendes 

fonde ; 
And  she  hath  this  empiyse  y4ake  on 

honde,  (250) 


Which  ye  shal  heren  that  I  shal  devyse, 
And  to  hem  aUe  she  spak  right  in  this 
"wyse.  350 

*  We  shul  first  feyne  us  cristendom  to  take, 
Cold  water  shal  not  greve  us  but  a  lyte ; 
And  I  shal  swich  a  feste  and  revel  make, 
That,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  the  sowdan  quyte. 
For  though  his  wyf  be  cxistned  never  so 

whyte,  355 

She  shal  have  nede  to  wasshe  awey  the 

rede, 
Thogh  she  a  font-ftd  water  with  hir  lede.' 

O  sowdanesse,  roteof  iniquitee,         (360) 
Virago,  thou  Semyram  the  seoonnde, 
O  serpent  under  femininitee,  360 

I^k  to  the  serpent  depe  in  helle  y-bounde, 
O  feyned  womman,  al  that  may  oonfounde 
Yertu  and  innocence,  thuigh  thy  malyce, 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  nest  of  evezy  vyoe  I 

O  Satan,  envious  sin  thilke  day  365 

That  thou  were  chased  from  our  heritage, 
Wei  knowestpw  to  wommen  the  olde  way  I 
Thou  madest  Eva  bringe  us  in  servage.  (370) 
Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  cristen  mariage.  ' 
Thyn  instrument  so,  weylawey  the  whyle ! 
lia^estow  of  wommen,  whan  thou  wolt 
begyle.  371 

This  sowdaneOM,  whom  I  thus  blame  and 

warie, 
Leet  privet  hir  oonseil  goon  hir  way. 
What  sholde  I  in  this  tale  longer  tarie  ? 
She  rydeth  to  the  sowdaa  on  a  day,      375 
And  seyde  him,  that  she  wolde  reneye 

hir  lay. 
And  cristendom  of  preestes  handes  fonge, 
Bepentinghir  she  hethen  wassolonge,(38o) 

Biseching  him  to  doon  hir  that  honour. 
That  she  moste  han  the  oristen  men  to 
feste ;  380 

*To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour.' 
The  sowdan  seith, '  I  wol  don  at  your  heste^ 
And  kneling  thanketh  hir  of  that  requeste. 
So  glad  he  was,  he  niste  what  to  seye ; 
She  kiste  hir  sone,  and  hoom  she  gooth 
hirweye.  $9$ 

Explicit  prima  pars.      Sequltiir 
pars  aecimda. 
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Anyyed  ben  this  Oristen  folk  to  londe. 
In  Snrrie,  -with  a  greet  aolempne  route, 
And  hastily  this  sowdan  sente  his  sonde, 
First  to  his  moder,  and  al  the  regne 

abonte,  (291) 

And  seyde,  his  wyf  was  comen,  out  of 

donte,  390 

And  preyde  hir  for  to  ryde  agayn  the 

quene, 
The  honour  of  his  regno  to  sostene. 

Oret  was  the  prees,  and  riohe  was  th'array 
Of  Sorriens  and  Bomayns  met  y-fere ; 
The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  riche  and  gay, 
Beoeyveth  hir  with  al-so  glad  a  ohere  396 
As  any  moder  mighte  hir  doghter  dere, 
And  to  the  nexte  citee  ther  bisyde  (300) 
A  sofbe  pas  solempnely  they  ryde. 

Koght  trowe  I  the  trinmphe  of  Jnlins,  400 
Of  which  that  Lncan  maketh  swich  a  bost, 
Was  royaller,  ne  more  cnrions 
Than  was  th'asMmblee  of  this  blisAU  host 
Bat  this  scorpionn,  this  wikked  gost, 
The  sowdanesse,  for  al  hir  flateringe,  405 
Caste  under  this  ftil  mortally  to  stinge. 

The  sowdan  comth  him-self  sone  after  this 
So  royally,  that  wonder  is  to  telle,  (310) 
And  weloometh  hir  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
And  thus  in  merthe  and  joye  I  lete  hem 

dweUe.  410 

The  ftnyt  of  this  matere  is  that  I  teUe. 
Whan  tyme  cam,  men  thooghte  it  for  the 

beste 
That  revel  stinte,  and  men  goon  to  hir 

reste. 

The  tyme  cam,  this  olde  sowdanesse  414 
Ordeyned  hath  this  feste  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  to  the  feste  Oristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  ye !  bothe  yonge  and  olde.  (319) 
Here  may  men  feste  and  royaltee  biholde. 
And  deyntees  mo  than  I  can  yow  devyse. 
But  al  to  dere  they  bonghte  it  er  they  ryse. 

Osodeynwo!  that  ever  art  sncoessoor  421 
To  worldly  blisse,  spreynd  with  bitter- 

nesse; 
Th'  ende  of  the  Joye  of  onr  worldly  labour ; 
Wo  occupieth  the  fyn  of  our  gladnesse. 
Herke  this  conseil  for  thy  sikemesse,  425 


Up-on  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  unwar  wo  or  harm  that  oomth  bi« 
hinde. 

For  shortly  for  to  tellen  at  o  word,    (330) 
The  sowdan  and  the  Oristen  everichone 
Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  at  the  bord,  430 
But  it  were  only  dame  Oustanoe  allone. 
This  olde  sowdanesse,  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hir  fVendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede. 
For  she  hir>self  wolde  al  the  oontree  lede. 

Ne  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  con- 
verted 435 

That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot, 

That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted. 

And  Oustance  han  they  take  anon,  foot- 
hoot,  (340) 

And  in  a  shippe  al  sterelees,  god  woot. 

They  han  hir  set,  and  bidde  hir  leme 
sayle  440 

Out  of  Surrye  agaynward  to  Itayle, 

A  oertein  tresor  that  she  thider  ladde. 
And,  sooth  to  sayn,  vitaille  gret  plentee 
They  han  hir  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

hadde, 
And  forth  she  sayleth  in  the  salte  see.  445 
O  my  Oustanoe,  ftil  of  benignitee, 
O  emperoures  yonge  doghter  dere,     (349) 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  store ! 

She  blesseth  hir,  and  with  ftd  pitous  voys 
Un-to  the  croys  of  Orist  thus  seyde  she, 
*  O  dere,  o  welfol  auter,  holy  croys,  451 
Beed  of  the  lambes  blood  full  of  pitee, 
That  wesh  the  world  ftt>  the  olde  inlquitee, 
Ke  fro  the  feend,  and  fro  his  clawes  kepe, 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the 
depe.  455 

Victorious  tree,  proteccioun  of  trewe, 
That  only  worthy  were  for  to  here     (359) 
The  king  of  heven  with  his  woundes  newe, 
The  whyte  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  the 

spere,  459 

Flemer  of  fbendes  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limes  feithfolly  extenden, 
Me  keep,  and  yif  me  might  my  lyf  t'amen- 

den.* 
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Teres  and  dayes  fleet  this  creature 
Thurghout  the  see  of  Oreoe  nn-to  the 

strayte 
Of  Karrok,  as  it  was  hir  aventore ;      465 
On  many  a  sory  meel  n<yw  may  she  bayte ; 
After  her  deeth  fnl  often  may  she  wayte, 
Er  that  the  wilde  "wawes  wol  hir  dryve 
Un-to  the  place,  ther  she  shal  ariyve.  (371) 

Men  mighten  asken  why  she  was  not 
slayn?  470 

Eek  at  the  feste  who  mighte  hir  body  save  ? 

And  I  answere  to  that  demannde  agayn. 

Who  saved  Daniel  in  the  horrible  cave, 

Ther  every  wight  save  he,  maister  and 
knave,  474 

Was  with  the  leonn  frete  er  he  asterte  ? 

Ko  wight  but  god,  that  he  bar  in  his  herte. 

Qod  liste  to  shewe  his  wonderful  miracle 
In  hir,  for  we  sholde  seen  his  mighty 
werkes ;  (380) 

Crist,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triaole, 
By  certein  menes  ofte,  as  knowen  derkes, 
Doth  thing  for  certein    ende   that  fnl 
derk  is  481 

To  mannes  wit,  that  for  our  ignorance 
Ne  conne  not  knowe  his  prudent  pur- 
veyance. 

Kow,  sith  she  was  not  at  the  feste  y-slawe. 

Who  kepte  hir  fro  the  drenching  in  the 
see?  485 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisshes  mawe 

Til  he  was  spouted  up  at  Ninivee  ? 

Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wight 
but  he  (390) 

That  kepte  peple  Bbraik  Aro  hir  drench- 
inge, 

With  drye  feet  thurgh-out  the  see  pass- 
ings. 490 

Who  bad  the  foure  spirits  of  tempest. 
That  power  han  t*anoyen  land  and  see, 
^Bothe  north  and  south,  and  also  west 

and  est, 
Anoyeth  neither  see,  ne  land,  ne  tree  ?' 
Sothly,  the  comanndour  of  that  was  he. 
That  fro  the  tempest  ay  this  womman 

kepte  496 

As  wel  whan  [that]  she  wook  as  whan  ihe 

slepte. 


Wher  mighte  this  womman  mete  and 

drinkehave?  (400) 

Three  yeer  and  more   how  lasteth  hir 

vitaille?  499 

Who  fedde  the  Egipcien  Marie  in  the  cave, 
Or  in  desert?  no  wight  but  Orist,  sans 

faille, 
lyve  thousand  folk  it  was  as  gret  mer- 

vaille 
With  loves  fyve  and  fisshes  two  to  fede. 
God  sente  his  foison  at  hir  grete  nede. 

She  dryvoth  forth  in-to  our  occean      505 
Thurgh-out  our  wilde  see,  til,  atte  laste, 
Under  an  hold  that  nempnen  I  ne  can, 
Fer  in  Northumberlond  the  wawe  hir 

caste,  (410) 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  stikod  so  faste. 
That  thennes  wolde  it  noght  of  al  a  tyde, 
The  wlUe  of  Crist  was  that  she  shulde 

abyde.  511 

The  constable  of  the  castel  doun  is  fare 
To  seen  this  wrak,  and  al  the  ship  he 

flogbte. 
And  fond  this  weiy  womman  fhl  of  care ; 
He  fond  also  the  tresor  that  she  broghte. 
In  hir  langage  mercy  she  bisoghte  516 
The  lyf  out  of  hir  body  for  to  twinne,  (419) 
Hir  to  delivere  of  wo  that  she  was  inna 

A  maner  Latin  corrupt  was  hir  speohe, 
But  algates  ther-by  was  she  understonde ; 
The  constable,  whan  him  list  no  lenger 

seche,  521 

This  woftd  womman  broghte  he  to  the 

londe ; 
She  kneleth  donn,  and  thanketh  goddes 

sonde. 
But  what  she  was,  she  wolde  no  man  seye. 
For  foul  ne  fair,  thogh  that  she  shulde 

deye.  535 

She  seyde,  she  was  so  mased  in  the  see 
That  she  forgat  hir  minde,  by  hir  trouthe ; 
The  constable  hath  of  hir  so  greet  pitee, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  that  they  wepen  for 
routhe,  (431)  529 

She  was  bo  diligent,  with-outen  slonthe, 
To  serve  and  plesen  everich  in  that  place, 
That  alle  hir  loven  that  loken  on  hir  face. 
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Thia  oonffcabla  and  dame  Hermengild  his 
wyf 

Were  peyens,  and  that  oontree  every- 
where; 

But  Hermengild  lorede  hir  ri^t  aa  hir 
lyf,  535 

And  Cnstanoe  haih  ao  longe  sojourned 
there, 

In  orisons,  with  many  a  bitter  tere, 

Til  Jesu  hath  converted  thurgh  his  grace 

Dame  Hermengild,  oonstablesse  of  that 
place.  (441)  539 

In  al  that  lond  no  Cristen  durste  route, 
Alle  Cristen  folk  ben  fled  fro  that  oontree 
Thurgh    payens,    that   oonquereden    al 

aboute 
The  plages  of  tbelforth,  by  land  and  see ; 
To  Walls  fled  the  Cristianttee 
Of  olde  Britons,  dwellinge  in  this  yle ;  545 
Ther  was  hir  retat  for  the  mene  whyle. 

But  yet  nere  Cristen  Britons  so  exyled  (449) 
That  ther  nere  somme  that  in  hir  privetee 
Honoured  Crist,  and  hethen  folk  bigyled ; 
And  ny  the  castel  swiche  ther  dwelten 

three.  550 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blind,  and  mighte 

nat  see 
But  it  were  with  thilke  y6n  of  his  minde, 
With  whiche  men  seen,  after  that  they 

ben  blinde. 

Bright  was  the  sonne  as  in  that  someres 
day,  554 

For  which  the  constable  and  his  W3rf  also 
And  Custance  han  y-take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  fhrlong  wey  or  two. 
To  pleyen  and  to  romen  to  and  fro ;  (460) 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blinde  man  they 
mette  559 

Croked  and  old,  with  y6n  faste  y-shette. 

*In  name  of  Crist,'  cryde  this   blinde 

Britoun, 
*Dame  Hermengild,  yif  me  jay  sighte 

agayn.' 
This  lady  wex  affrayed  of  the  soun. 
Lest  that  hir  housbond,  shortly  for  to 

sayn, 
Wolde  hir  for  Jesu  Cristes  love  han  slayn. 


Til  Custance  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  hir 

werche  566 

The  wU  of  Crist,  as  doghter  of  his  chirche. 

The  constable  wex  abasshed  of  that  sight, 
And  seyde,  *  what  amonnteth  al  this  fare  ? ' 
Custance  answerde,   *sire,  it  is  Cristes 
might,  (47a)  570 

That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  feendes  snare.* 
And  BO  ferforth  she  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  that  it  were  eve, 
Converted,  and  on  Crist  made  him  bileve. 

This  constable  was  no-thing  lord  of  this 
place  (477)  575 

Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond, 
But  kepte  it  strongly,  many  wintres  space, 
Under  Alia,  king  of  al  Northumberlond, 
That  was  ftil  wys,  and  worthy  of  his  bond 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here. 
But  tume  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matoe.  581 

Sathan,  that  ever  us  waiteth  to  bigyle, 
Saugh  of  Custance  al  hir  perfeccioun, 
And  caste  anon  how  he  mighte  quyte  Mr 

whyle. 
And  made  a  yong  knight,  that  dwelte  in 

that  toun,  5% 

Love  hir  so  bote,  of  foul  affeccioun, 
That  verraily  him  thoughte  he  shulde 

spiUe  (489) 

But  he  of  hir  mighte  ones  have  his  wille. 

He  woweth  hir,  but  it  availleth  no^t, 
She  wolde  do  no  slnne,  by  no  weye ;     590 
And,  for  despyt,  he  oompassed  in  his 

ihoghi 
To  maken  hir  on  shamftil  deth  to  d^e. 
He  wayteth  whan  the  constable  was  aweye. 
And  prively,  up-on  a  night,  he  orepte  594 
In  Hermengildes  chambre  whyl  she  slepte. 

Wery,  for- waked  in  her  orisonns, 
Slepeth  Custance,  and  Hermengild  also. 
This  knight,  thuigh  Sathanas  tempta- 

oiouns,  (500) 

Al  softely  is  to  the  bed  y-go. 
And  kitte  the  throte  of  Hermengild  a-two, 
And    leyde   the   blody   knyf  by   dame 

Custance,  601 

And  wente  his  wey,  ther  god  yeve  him 

mesohance! 
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Sone  after  oomth  thia  constable  hooxn 

agayn, 
And  eek  Alia,  that  king  was  of  that  lond, 
And  sangh  his  wyf  despitondy  y-slayn,  60$ 
For  which  fVil  ofte  he  weep  and  wrong  his 

hond, 
And  in  the  bed  the  blody  knyf  he  fond 
By  dame  Onstanoe ;  alias !  what  mighte 

she  seye  ?  (510) 

Fbr  yerray  wo  hir  wit  was  al  aweye. 

To  king  Alia  was  told  al  this  mesohance, 
And  eek  the  tyme,  and  where,  and  in 
what  wyse  611 

That  in  a  ship  was  fonnden  dame  Costanoe, 
As  heer-bifom  that  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
The  kinges  herte  of  pitee  gan  agryse, 
Whan  he  sangh  so  benigne  a  creature  615 
Falle  in  disese  and  in  misaventure. 

For  as  the  lomb  toward  his  deeth  is  broght, 
So  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  king ; 
This  false  knight  that  hath  this  tresonn 

wroght  (5ai) 

Berth  hir  on  hond  that  die  hath  doon 

this  thing.  6ao 

fBnt   nathelees,   ther   was   [Ail]    greet 

mooming 
Among  the  peple,  and  seyn,  *  they  can  not 


That  she  hath  doon  bo  greet  a  wikked- 
nesse.  623 

For  they  haa  seyn  hir  ever  so  Tortaons, 
And  loying  Hermengfld  right  as  her  lyf.* 
Of  this  bar  witnesse  eTerioh  in  that  hons 
Save  he  that  Hermengild  slow  with  his 

knyi: 
This  gentU  king  hath  caught  a  gret  motyf 
Of  this  witnesse,  and  thoghte  he  wolde 

enquere  (531) 

Depper  in  this,  a  troathe  for  to  lere.    630 

Alias !  Onstanoe !  tfaon  hast  no  ohampionn, 
Ne  flghte  eanstow  nought,  so  weylawey ! 
But  he,  that  starf  for  onr  redempcionn 
And  bond  Sathan  (and  yit  lyth  ther  he 

li^y) 
So  be  thy  strongs  champioim  this  day !  6i35 
Fbr,  bnt-if  Crist  open  miracle  kythe, 
Withonten  gilt  thon  shait  be  slayn  as 

swythe. 


She  sette  her  donn  on  knees,  and  thns 
she  sayde,  (540) 

*  Immortal  god,  that  savedest  Snsanne 
Fro   fidse   blame,   and   thoo,   meroiftil 

mayde,  640 

Mary  I  mene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne, 
Bifore  whos  child  anngeles  singe  Osanne, 
If  I  be  giltlees  of  this  f elonye. 
My  Booonr  be,  for  elles  I  shal  dye ! '      644 

Haye  ye  nat  seyn  som  tyme  a  pale  face. 
Among  a  preee,  of  him  that  hath  be  lad 
Toward  his  deeth,  wher-as  him  gat  no 

grace. 
And  swich  a  oolonr  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men  mighte  knowe  his  face,  that  was 

bistad,  (550 

Amonges  alle  the  &oes  in  that  ^oate :  650 
So  stant  Cnstance,  and  loketh  hir  abonte. 

O  qnenes,  livinge  in  prosperitee, 
DnchesBes,  and  ye  ladies  everichone, 
Hayeth  som  ronthe  on  hir  adyersitee ; 
An  emperonres  doghter  stant  allone ;  6$$ 
She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 

mone. 
O  blood  royal,  that  stondest  in  this  drede, 
Fer  ben  thy  freendes  at  thy  grete  nede ! 

This  Alia  king  hath  swich  compassionn. 
As  gentil  herte  is  fhlfild  of  pitee,  (562)  660 
That  from  his  yen  ran  the  water  donn. 

*  Now  hastily  do  feoche  a  book,'  qnod  he, 

*  And  if  this  knight  wol  sweren  how  that 

she 
This  womman  slow,  yet  wole  we  ns  ayyae 
Whom  that  we  wole  that  shal  ben  oar 

justyse.'  665 

A  Briton  book,  writen  with  Eyangyles, 
Was  fet,  and  on  this  book  he  swoor  anoon 
She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  mene  whylea 
A  hand  him  smoot  upon  the  nekke>boon, 
That  donn  he  fll  atones  as  a  stoon,  (57a)  6;o 
And  bothe  his  yOn  broste  oat  of  his  fihoe 
In  sight  of  eyeiy  body  in  that  place. 

A  yois  was  herd  in  general  aadlenoe, 
And   soyde,    *thon    hast    desdanndred 

gUtelees 
The   doghter   of  holy  chirohe   in    hey 

presenoe;  675 
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Thus  hastou  doon,  and  yet  holde  I  my 

pees^' 
Of  this  mervaille  agast  was  al  the  preea ; 
As  mased  folk  they  stoden  everichone,  (580) 
For  drede  of  wreche,  save  Cnstanoe  allone. 

Gtreet  was  the  drede  and  eek  the  repent- 
ance 680 

Of  hem  that  hadden  wrong  gniqpeccioan 

Upon  this  sely  innocent  Cnstance ; 

And,  for  this  miracle,  in  oonolnsioon, 

And  by  Custanoes  mediacioon, 

The  king,  and  many  another  in  that 
place,  685 

Ckmverted  was,  thanked  be  Cristes  grace ! 

This  false  knight  was  slayn  for  his  on- 

tronthe 
By  jngement  of  Alia  hastifly ;  (590) 

And  yet  distance  hadde  of  his  deeth  gret 

ronthe. 
AndafterthisJesos,  of  his  mercy,       690 
Made  Alia  wedden  fed  solempnely 
This  holy  mayden,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shone, 
And  thus  hath  Crist  y-maad  Cnstanoe 

a  quene. 

Bat  who  was  wofhl,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Of  this  wedding  but  Donegild,  and  na  mo, 
The  kingee  moder,  fixl  of  tirannye  ?  696 
Hir  thonghte  hir  corsed  herte  brast  a-two ; 
She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so ;  (600) 
Hir  thonghte  a  despit,  that  he  sholde  take 
So  strange  a  creature  on-to  his  make.  700 

Ke  list  nat  of  the  chaf  nor  of  the  stree 
Haken  so  long  a  tale,  as  oi  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  royaltee 
At  manage,  or  which  oours  gooth  bifom, 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  fruit  of  every  tale  is  for  to  seye  ,*    706 
They  ete,  and  drinke,  and  daonce,  and 
singe,  and  pleye. 

They  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right  J  (610) 

for,  thogh  that  wyYW  been   fnl   holy 

thinges, 
Th^y  moste  take  in  pacienee  at  night  710 
8  wich  maner  necessaries  as  been  plesinges 
To  folk  that  han  y-wedded  hem  with 
ringes, 


And  leye  a  lyte  hir  holinesse  asyde 
As  for  the  tyme ;  it  may  no  bet  bityde. 

On  hir  he  gat  a  knave-child  anoon,      715 
And  to  a  bishop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe,  whan  he  is  goon 
To  Scotland-ward,  his  fo-men  for  to  seke ; 
Now  faire  Cnstanoe,  that  is  so  humble 

and  meke,  (6a  i) 

So  longe  is  goon  with  ohilde,  til  that  stille 
She  halt  hir  ohambre,  abyding  Cristes 

wills.  731 

The  tyme  is  come,  a  knave-child  she  ber ; 
Hauricius  at  the  font-stoon  they  him  calle ; 
This  constable  dooth  forth  come  a  mes- 

sager, 
And  wroot  nn-to  his  king,  that  cleped 

wasAlle,  725 

How  that  this  blisftd  tyding  is  bifalle, 
And  othere  tydings  speediul  for  to  seye ; 
He  tak*th  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  weye.  ifiyt) 

This  messager,  to  doon  his  avantage,    739 
Un-to  the  kinges  moder  rjrdeth  swythe, 
And  salueth  hir  fdl  fture  in  his  langage, 
*  Hadame,'  quod  he,  *  ye  may  be  glad  and 

blythe, 
And  thanke  god  an  hundred  thousand 

sythe; 
My  lady  queue  hath  child,  with-outen 

doute,  754 

To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regne  aboute. 

Lo,  heer  the  lettres  seled  of  this  thing. 
That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  haste  I  may; 
If  ye  wol  aught  un-to  your  sone  the  king, 
I  am  your  servant,  bothe  night  and  day.' 
Donegild  answerde,  ^  as  now  at  this  tyme, 

nay ;  (64a)  740 

But  heer  al  night  I  wol  thou  take  thy 

reste, 
Tomorwo  wol  I  soye  thee  what  me  leste.* 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn, 
And  stolen  were  his  lettres  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  whyl  he  sleep  as  a  swyn ; 
And  oountrefeted  was  ftil  subtilly  746 
Another  lettre,  wroght  Ail  sinAiIly, 
Un-to  the  king  direct  of  this  matere  {6$^) 
Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  shul  after  hero. 
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The  lettre  spak,  *  the  queen  delivered  was 
Of  so  hozrible  a  feendly  creature,         751 
That  in  the  oastel  noon  so  hardy  was 
That  any  whyle  dorste  ther  endure. 
The  moder  was  an  elf,  l^y  aventnre 
Y-oome,  by  charmes  or  by  soroerye,      755 
And  every  wight  hateth  hir  companye.* 

Wo  was  this  king  whan  he  this  lettre 
had  seyn,  (659) 

But  to  no  wighte  he  tolde  his  sorwes  sore, 
Bnt  of  his  owene  honde  he  wroot  agesoi, 
*  Welcome  the  sonde  of  Crist  for  evermore 
To  me,  that  am  now  lemed  in  his  lore ;  761 
Iford,   welcome   be   thy  Inst   and    thy 

plesannce, 
Hy  lust  I  pntte  al  in  thyn  ordinaonoe ! 

Kepeih  this  child,  al  be  it  foul  or  fair, 
Alid   eek   my   wyf,  nn-to   myn   hoom- 

cominge ;  765 

Crist,  whan  him  list,  may  sende  me  an 

heir 
More  agreaUe  than  this  to  my  lykinge.* 
This  lettre  he  seleth,  piively  wepinge,  (670) 
Which  to  the  messager  was  take  sone, 
And  forth  he  gooth ;  ther  is  na  more  to 

done.  770 

0  messager,  fVilfild  of  dronkenesse, 
*  Strong  is  thy  breeth,  thy  limes  fedtren  ay, 
And  thon  biwreyest  alle  secreenesse. 
Thy  mind  is  lorn,  thou  janglest  as  a  jay, 
Thy  &oe  is  turned  in  a  newe  array !     775 
Ther  dronkenesse  regneth  in  any  route, 
Ther  is  no  oonseil  hid,  with-outen  doute. 

O  Donegild,  I  ne  have  noon  English  digne 
Un-to  thy  malice  and  thy  tirannye !  (681) 
And  therfor  to  the  feend  I  thee  reeigne, 
Let  him  endyten  of  thy  traitoiye !        781 
ly,  mannish,  fy !  o  nay,  by  god,  I  lye, 
ly,  feendly  spirit,  for  I  dar  wel  telle. 
Though  thou  heer  walke,  thy  spirit  is  in 
helle!  784 

This  messager  comth  fro  the  king  agayn. 
And  at  the  kinges  modres  court  he  lighte. 
And  she  was  of  this  messager  fnl  fayn. 
And   plesed   him   in  al  that  ever  she 

mighte.  (690) 

He  drank,  and  wel  his   girdel   under* 

pighte. 


He  slepeth,  and  he  snoreth  in  his  gyse  790 
Al  night,  fun-tH  the  Sonne  gan  aiyse. 

Eft  were  his  lettree  stolen  everichon 
And  countrefeted  lettree  in  this  wyat ; 
*  The  king  oomandeth  his  constable  anon. 
Up  peyne  of  hanging,  and  on  heigh  juj^ 
That  he  ne  sholde  suffren  in  no  wyse  796 
Custance  in-with  his  regne  for  t'abyde 
Thre  dayes  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde ;  (700) 

But  in  the  same  ship  as  he  hir  fond, 
Hir  and  hir  yonge  sone,  and  al  hir  gere, 
He  sholde  putte,  and  croude  hir  fro  the 

lond,  801 

And  charge  hir  that  she  never  eft  come 

there.* 
0  my  Custance,  wel  may  thy  goost  have 

fere 
And  sloping  in  thy  dreem  been  in  penance, 
When  Donegild  caste  al  this  ordinance ! 

This  messager  on  morwe,  whan  he  wook, 
Un-to  the  castel  halt  the  nexte  woy,  (709) 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lettre  took  ; 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  sey, 
Ful  ofte  he  seyde  *  alias!'    and  *wey- 

lawey ! '  810 

^Lord  Crist,'  quod  he,   'how  may  this 

world  endure  ? 
So  ltd  of  sinne  is  many  a  creature ! 

0  mighty  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
Sith  thou  art  rightful  juge,  how  may  it  be 
Tha^  thou  wolt  suf&en  innocents  to  spille, 
And  wikked  folk  regne  in  proeperitee?  816 
0  good  Custance,  alias !  so  wo  is  me 
That  I  mot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  shames  deeUi;   ther  is  noon  other 
weye !  *  (731) 

Wepen  bothe  yonge  and  olde  in  al  that 

place,  820 

Whan  that  the  king  this  cursed  lettre 

sente, 
And  Custance,  with  a  deedly  pale  £eM>e, 
The  ferthe  day  toward  hir  ship  she  wenta. 
But  natheles  she  taketh  in  good  entente 
The  wille  of  Crist,  and,  ^^<*H"g  on  the 

stronde,  825 

She  seyde,   ^lord!   ay  wel-oom  be  thy 

sonde ! 
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He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  fiadm  bhune 
Whyl  I  was  on  the  londe  aoxongef  yow. 
He  con  me  kepe  &om  harme  and  eek  fro 
Bhame  (731) 

In  Balte  see,  al-thogh  I  see  nat  how.     830 
Am  strong  as  ever  he  was,  he  is  yet  now. 
In  him  triste  I^  and  in  his  moder  dere, 
That  is  to  me  my  seyl  and  eek  my  stere.' 

Hir  litel  child  lay  weping  in  hir  arm,  834 
And  kneling,  pitonsly  to  him  she  seyde* 
*Pee6,  litel   sone,  I  wol   do   thee   non 

harm.' 
With  that  hir  kerohef  of  hir  heed  she 

breyde, 
And  over  his  litel  jrfin  she  it  leyde ;    (740) 
And  in  hir  arm  she  lolleth  it  fal  faste, 
And  in-to  heven  hir  yOn  np  she  oaste.  840 

*  Moder,'  qnod  she,  *and  mayde  bright, 

Marye, 
Sooth  is  that  thnrgh  wommannes  egge- 

ment 
Mankind  was  lorn  and  damned  ay  to  dye, 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  oroys  y- 

rent; 
Thy  blisful  ydn  sawe  al  his  torment ;    845 
Than  is  ther  no  comparisoon  bitwene 
Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  snstene. 

Thou  sawe  thy  child  y-ilayn  bifbr  thyn 

yen,  (750) 

And  yet  now  liveth  my  litel  child,  par&y ! 
Now,  lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  wofiil 

cryfin,  850 

Thou  glorie  of  wommanhede,  thoa  faire 

may, 
Thoa  haven  of  refat,  brighte  sterre  of  day, 
Bewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentillesse 
Bewest  on  every  rewful  in  distresse ! 

O  litel  child,  alias!  what  is  thy  gilt,  855 
Thaib   never  wronghtest  sinne   as   yet, 

Pardee, 
Why  wil  thyn  harde  fi&der  han  thee  spilt? 
O  mercy,  dere  constable ! '  quod  she ;  (760) 
*A8  lat  my  litel  child  dwelle  heer  with 

thee; 
And  if  thou  darst  not  saven  him,  for 

blame,  860 

So  kis  him  ones  in  his  fadres  name ! '  | 


Ther-with   she  loketh   bakward  to  the 

londe,. 
And  seyde,   ^fur-wel,  housbond  xouthe- 

lees!' 
And  up  she  rist,  and  walketh  doun  the 

stronde 
Toward  the  ship  ;  hir  folweth  al  the  prees, 
And  ever  she  preyeth  hir  child  to  holde 

hispees;  866 

And  taketh  hir  leve,  and  with  an  holy 

entente 
She  blesseth  hir;   and  in-to  ship   she 

wente.  (770) 

Yitailled  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drede, 
Habundantly  for  hir,  ful  longe  space,  870 
And  other  neoenaries  that  sholde  nede 
She  hadde  y-nogh,  heried  be  goddes  grace ! 
For  wind  and  weder  almighty  god  pur- 

chace. 
And  bringe  hir  hoom!  I  can  no  bettre 

seye;  874 

But  in  the  see  she  dryveth  forth  hir  weye. 

Exploit  secimda  pars. 
Sequitnr  pars  terda. 

Alia  the  king  oomth  hoom,  sone  after  this. 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde,  (779) 
And  azeth  wher  his  wyf  and  his  child  is. 
The  constable  gan  aboute  his  herte  odde, 
Andpleynly  al  the  maner  he  him  tolde  880 
As  ye  han  hard,  I  can  telle  it  no  bettre. 
And  sheweth  the  king  his  seel  and  [eek] 
his  lettre, 

And  seyde,  *  lord,  as  ye  comaunded  me 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  so  have  I  doon,  certein.* 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  he     885 
Moste  biknowe  and  tellen,  plat  and  plein. 
Fro  night  to  night,  in  what  place  he  had 

leyn. 
And  thus,  by  wit  and  subtil  enqueringe, 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm  gan 

springe.  (791) 

The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre  wroot. 
And  al  the  venim  of  this  cursed  dede,  891 
But  hi  what  wyse,  certeinly  I  noot. 
Th'efifect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drede. 
His  moder  slow,  that  men  may  pleinly 
rede, 
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For  thafc  she  traitonr  was  to  hir  ligeannoe. 

Thus  endeth  olde  Donegild  with   mes- 

channoe.  896 

The  sorwe  that  this  Alia,  night  and  day, 
Maketh  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  ohild  also, 
Ther  is  no  tonge  that  it  telle  may.  (801) 
But  now  wol  I  un-to  distance  go,  900 
That  fleteth  in  the  see,  in  peyne  and  wo, 
Vyve  yeer  and  more,   as  lyked  Cristes 

sonde, 
£r  that  hir  ship  approched  nn-to  londe. 

Under  an  hethen  castel,  atte  laste, 

Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  noght 

Ifinde,  905 

distance  and  eek  hir  child  the  see  np- 

caste. 
Almighty  god,  that  saveth  al  mankinde. 
Have  on  distance  and  on  hir  duld  som 

minde,  (810) 

That  jQeJlen  is  in  hethen  land  efb-sone,909 
In  point  to  spille,  as  I  shal  telle  yow  sone. 

Donn  from  the  castel  comth  ther  many 

a  wight 
To  ganren  on  this  ship  and  on  distance. 
Bat  shortly,  from  the  castel,  on  a  night. 
The  lordes  styward — god  yeve  him  me»- 

ohannce ! —  914 

A  theef,  that  had  reneyed  onr  creaonce, 
Com  in-to  ship  allone,  and  seyde  he  sholde 
Hir  lemman  be,  wher4o  she  wolde  or 

nolde.  (819) 

Wo  was  this  wreoohed  womman  tho  bigon, 
Hir  child  cxyde,  and  she  cryde  pitonsly ; 
But  blisAil  Marie  heelp  hir  right  anon ; 
For  with  hir  stmgling  wel  and  mightily 
The  theef  fil  over  bord  al  sodeinly,  922 
And  in  the  see  he  dreynte  for  vengeance ; 
And  thns  hath  dist  onwemmed  kept 

distance. 

Anctor. 
O  fonle  lust  of  Inxorie  !  lo,  thyn  ende ! 
Nat   only  that   thon   feyntest   mannes 

minde,  936 

But  verraily  thou  vrolt  his  body  shende ; 
Th*ende  of  thy  work  or  of  thy  Instes 

blinde  (830) 

Is  compleyning,  how  mauy-oon  may  men 

finde 


That  noght  for  werk  som-tjone,  but  for 
th'entente  930 

To  doon  this  sinne,  ben  oather  sleyn  or 
shente! 

How  may  this  ynt^hb  womman  han  this 

strengthe 
Hir  to  defende  agayn  this  renegat  ? 

0  Golias,  munesorable  of  lengthe, 

How  mighte  David  make  thee  so  mat,  935 
So  yong  and  of  armnre  so  desolat  ? 
Howdorste  he  loke  up-on  thy  dredM  fkce? 
Wel  may  men  seen,  it  nas  but  goddes 
grace!  (840) 

Who  yaf  Judith  corage  or  hardineese 
.To  sleen  him,  Olofemus,  in  his  tente,  940 
And  to  deliveren  out  of  wrecchednesse 
The  peple  of  god  ?  I  seye,  for  this  entente, 
That,  right  as  god  spirit  of  vigour  sente 
To  hem,  and  saved  hem  out  of  meschance, 
So  sente  he  might  and  vigour  to  distance. 

Forth  goth  hir  ship  thurgh-out  the  narwe 

mouth  946 

Of  Jubaltar  and  Septe,  diyving  ay, 
Som-tyme  West,  som-tyme   North   and 

South,  (850) 

And  somtsrme  Est,  ftil   many  a  weiy 

day. 
Til  distes  moder  (blessed  be  she  ay  0  950 
Hath  shapen,  thurgh  hir  endelees  good- 

nesse. 
To  make  an  ende  of  al  hir  hevinesse. 

Now  lat  us  stinte  of  Custanoe  but  a  throwe. 
And  speke  we  of  the  Bomain  Emperour, 
That  out  of  Surrie  hath  by  lettres  knowe 
The  slaughtre  of  Cristen  folk,  and  dia- 
honour  956 

Don  to  his  doghter  by  a  fals  traitour, 

1  mene  the  cursed  wikked  sowdaneese. 
That  at  the  feste  leet  sleen  both  more  and 

lesse.  (861) 

For  which  this  emperour  hath  sent  anoon 
His  senatour,  with  royal  ordinance,     961 
And  othere  lordes,  got  wot,  many  oon, 
On  Surriens  to  taken  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brennen,  sleen,  and  bringe  hem  to 
meschance 
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Fal  many  a  day;  but  shortly,  thia  ia 
the  ende,  965 

Uomward  to  Boma  th^  shapen  hem  to 
wende. 

This  senatoor  repaireth  with  victorie 
To  Bome-ward,  sayling  fdl  royally,    (870) 
And  mette  the  ship  dryving,  as  seith  the 

storie, 
In  which  Ciistance  sit  fixl  pitonsly.      970 
No-thing  ne  knew  he  what  she  was,  ne 

why 
She  was  in  swich  array ;  ne  she  nil  sej^ 
Of  hir  estaat,  althogh  she  sholde  d^ye. 

He  bringeth  hir  to  Bome,  and  to  his  wyf 
Heyaf  hir,  and  hir  yongesone  also;  975 
And  with  the  senatoor  she  ladde  her  lyf. 
Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out  of  wo  (879) 
Woftd  distance,  and  many  another  mo. 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place, 
In  holy  werkes  ever,  as  was  hir  grace.  980 

The  senatonres  wyf  hir  atinte  was, 

But  for  al  that  she  knew  hir  never  the 

more; 
I  wol  no  lenger  tarien  in  this  cas, 
Bat  to  king  Alia,  which  I  spak  of  yore. 
That  for   his  liyf  wepeth  and   ayketh 

sore,  985 

I  wol  retoome,  and  lete  I  wol  Cnstance 
Under  the  senatonres  governance. 

King  Alia,  which  that  hadde  his  moder 
slayn,  (890) 

Upon  a  day  fll  in  swich  repentance. 
That,  if  I  shortly  tellen  shal  and  plain,  990 
To   Bome   he   oomth,  to   rec^yven   his 

penance; 
And  putte  him  in  the  popes  ordinance 
In  heigh  and  low,  and  Jesu  Crist  bisoghte 
Fbiyeve    his   wikked   werkes    that    he 
wroghte,  994 

The  £&me  anon  thnri^  Bome  tonn  is  bom, 
How  Alia  king  shal  come  in  pilgrimage, 
By  herbergeonrs  that  wenten  him  bifom ; 
For  which  the  senatoor,  as  was  osage,  (900) 
Bood  him  ag^jm,  and  many  of  his  linage, 
As  wel  to  shewen  his  heighe  magnificence 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence.  looi 


Greet  chere  dooth  this  noble  senatoor 
To  king  Alia,  and  he  to  him  also ; 
Everich  of  hem  doth  other  greet  honoor ; 
And  so  bifSal  that,  in  a  day  or  two,      lops 
This  senatoor  is  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Costanoes  sons  wente  in  his  oompanye. 

Som   men  wolde  sejm,  at   reqoeste  of 
Costanoe,  (911) 

This  senatoor  hath  lad  this  ohnd  to  feete ; 
I  may  nat  tellen  every  oircomstance,  loii 
Be  as  be  may,  ther  was  he  at  the  leste. 
Bot  soth  is  this,  that,  at  his  modres  heste, 
Bifbm  Alia,  doring  the  metes  space. 
The  child  stood,  loking  in  the  kinges  fitce. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  greet 

wonder,  1016 

And  to  the  senatoor  he  weyde  anon, 
'  Whos  is  that  fiure  child  that  stondeth 

yonder  ? '  (920) 

*  I  noot,*  qnod  he,  *  by  god,  and  by  seint 

John !  1019 

A  moder  he  hath,  bot  fsder  hath  he  non 
That  I  of  woot ' — bot  shortly,  in  a  stoonde, 
He  tolde  Alia  how  that  this  child  was 

foonde. 


I. 


Bot  god  wot,'  qnod  this  senatoor  also. 


So  vertooos  a  livere  in  my  lyf,  1024 

!  Ke  saogh  I  never  as  she,  ne  hmle  of  mo 

Of  worldly  wommen,  mayden,  nor  of  wjrf ; 

I  dar  wel  seyn  hir  hadde  lever  a  knyf 

Thoigh-oot  her  breste,  than  been  a  wom* 

man  wikke ;  (930) 

Ther  is  no  man  ooode  bringe  hir  to  that 

prikke.' 

Now  was  this  child  as  lyk  on-to  Oostanee 
As  possible  is  a  creatore  to  be.  1031 

This  Alia  hath  the  £»ce  in  remembcanoe 
Of  dame  Costance,  and  ther-on  mosed  he 
If  that  the  ohildes  moder  were  aoght  she 
That  was  his  wyf,  and  prively  be  sighte, 
And  spedde  hhn  fro  the  taUa  that  he 
mighte.  1036 

*  Par£Eiy,'  thoghte  he,  ^  fantome  is  in  myn 

heed! 
I  oghte  deme,  of  skilful  jogement,     (940) 
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That  in  the  salte  see  my  yfyf  is  deed.' 
And  afterward  he  made  his  argoment — 

*  What  woot  I,  if  that  Crist  have  hider 

y-sent  1041 

My  wyf  by  see,  as  wel  as  he  hir  sente 
To  my  contree   fro   thennes   that  she 

wente?' 

And,  after  noon,  hoom  with  the  senatonr 
Goth  Alia,  for  to  seen  this  wonder  chaanoe. 
This  senatonr  dooth  AUa  greet  honour. 
And  hastifly  he  sente  after  Cnstannce. 
Bat  tmsteth  weel,  hir  liste  nat  to  daonce 
Whan  that  she  wiste  wherefor  was  that 
sonde.  (951)  1049 

Unnethe  np-on  hir  feet  she  mighte  stonde. 

When  Alia  saugh  his  wyf,  ilure  he  hir 

grette. 
And  weep,  that  it  was  routhe  for  to  see. 
For  at  the  flrste  look  he  on  hir  sette 
He  knew  wel  verraily  that  it  was  she. 
And  she  for  sorwe  as  domb  stant  as  a  tree ; 
So  was  hir  herte  shet  in  hir  distresse  1056 
Whan  she  remembred  his  unkindenesse. 

Twyte  she  swowned  in  his  owne  sighte ; 
He  weep,  and  him  ezcnseth  pitonsly : — 

*  Kow  god,*  quod  he,  *  and  alle  his  halwes 

brighte  (963)  1060 

So  wisly  on  my  soole  as  have  mercy, 
That  of  your  harm  as  giltelees  am  I 
As  is  Hamioe  my  sone  so  lyk  your  face ; 
EUesthefeend  mefecohe  oat  of  this  place ! ' 

Long  was  the  sobbing  and  the  bitter  peyne 
Er  that  hir  wofhl  hertes  mighte  oesse ; 

^twasthepiteefortoherehempleyne, 

lliargh  whiche  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  en- 
cresse.  (970) 

I  prey  yow  al  my  labour  to  relesse ; 
I  may  nat  telle  hir  wo  nn-til  tomorwe,  1070 
I  am  so  wary  for  to  speke  of  sorwe. 

Bat  fynaHy,  when  that  the  sooth  ia  wist 
That  Alia  giltelees  was  of  hir  wo, 
I  trowe  an  hundred  tymes  been  tiiey  kist. 
And  swioh  a  blisse  is  ther  bitwix  hem  two 
That,  save  the  joye  that  lasteth  evermo, 
Ther  is  non  lyk,  that  any  creature      1077 
Hath  seyn  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world 
may  dure*  (980) 


Tho  preyde  she  hir  housbond  mekely, 
In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne,       1080 
That  he  wold  preye  hir  fader  specially 
That,  of  his  magestee,  he  wolde  endjrne 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  vrith  him  to  dyne ; 
She  preyde  him  eek,  he  sholde  by  no  wejre 
Un-to  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir  seye.   1085 

Som  men  wold  seyn,  how  that  the  child 

Maurice 
Both  this  message  un-to  this  emperour ; 
But,  as  I  geese.  Alia  was  nat  so  nyce  (990) 
To  him,  that  was  of  so  soverejoi  honour 
As  he  that  is  of  Cristen  folk  the  flour,  1090 
Sente  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 
He  wente  him-self,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 

This  emperour  hath  graunted  gentilly 
To  oome  to  diner,  as  he  him  bisoghte ; 
And  wel  rede  I,  he  loked  bisily  1095 

Up-on  this  child,  and   on  his   doghter 

thoghte. 
Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and,  as  him  oghte. 
Arrayed  for  this  feste  in  every  wyse  (loou) 
As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  suf^^se. 

The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  him  dresse, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  this  emperour  to  mete ; 
And  forth  they  xyde  in  joye  and  in  glad- 
nesse.  iioa 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  fader  in  the  strete, 
She  lighte  doun,  and  falleth  him  to  fete. 

*  Fader,'  quod  she,   *your  yonge   child 

Custance  1105 

Is  now  ftd  dene  out  of  your  remembrance. 

I  am  your  doghter  Ciistance,'  quod  she, 

*  That  whylom  ye  han  sent  un-to  Sunye. 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  the  salte  see  (ion) 
Was  put  allone  and  dampned  for  to  dye. 
Kow,  gode  fader,  mercy  I  yow  oiye,  1x11 
Send  me  namore  un-to  non  hethenesse, 
But  thonketh  my  lord  heer  of  his  kinde* 


Who  can  the  pitous  joye  teUen  al 
Bitwix  hem  three,  sin  they  ben  thus 
y-mette?  1115 

But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal ; 
The  d^y  goth  foste,  I  wol  no  lenger  lette. 
This  glade  folk  to  diner  they  horn  sette ; 
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In  joye  and  bliflw  tX  mete  I  lete  hem 

dwelle  (io3i)  11 19 

A  thoasand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  telle. 

This  child  Maurice  was  sithen  emperonr 
Haad  by  the  pope,  and  lived  Cristenly. 
To  Gristes  chlrohe  he  dide  greet  honour ; 
Bnt  I  lete  al  his  storie  passen  by, 
Of  Cnstance  is  my  tale  specially.         1125 
In  olde  Bomayn  gestes  may  men  finde 
Maurices  \y{ ;  I  here  it  noght  in  minde. 

This  king  Alia,  whan  he  his  tymesey,  {loya) 
With  his  distance,  his  holy  wyf  so  swete, 
To  Engelond  been  they  come  the  righte 

wey,  1 130 

Wher-as  th^  live  in  joye  and  in  quiete. 
But  litel  whyl  it  lasteth,  I  yow  hete, 
Joye  of  this  world,  for  tyme  wol  nat 

abyde; 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lived  ever  in  swich  delyt  o  day  1135 
That  him  no  moeved  oather  conscience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kin  affiray,  (1039) 
Envye,  or  pryde,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  sentence, 
That  litel  whyl  in  joye  or  in  pUsance  1x40 
Lasteth  the  blisse  of  Alia  with  Gnstanoe. 


For  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and  low 

his  rente, 
When  passed  was  a  yeer,  even  as  I  gesse, 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  AUa  he  hente, 
For  whom  distance  hath  fnX  gret  hevi' 

nesse.  1145 

Now  lat  ns  pr^jren  god  his  sonle  blesse ! 
And  dame  Gnstanoe,  fynally  to  seye, 
Towards  the  tonn  of  Bome  gooth  hir  wejre. 

To  Bome  is  come  this  holy  creature,  (1051) 
And  fyndeth  ther  hir  frendes  hole  and 

sounde :  1150 

Now  is  she  scaped  al  hir  aventure ; 
And  whan  that  she  hir  fader  hath  y-fonnde, 
Doun  on  hir  kneSs  fkUeth  she  to  grounde ; 
Weping  for  tendrenesse  in  herte  blythe, 
She  herieth  god  an  hundred  thousand 

Qrthe.  1155 

In  vertu  and  in  holy  almcs  dede  (1Q58) 
Th^  liven  aUe,  and  never  a-sonder  wende ; 
Til  deeth  departed  hem,  this  lyf  they  lede. 
Andfiureth  nowweel,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jesn  drist,  that  of  his  might  may 
sende  1160 

Joye  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his  grace. 
And  kepe  us  alia  that  ben  in  this  place ! 


Htrs  endtth  tha  Tale  of  the  Man  of  Lawe ;  and  nasi  folwath  the 
Shipmaimea  Prolog. 

*•*  r&r  L  5583  in  1^^Twhitt*s  Text,  #06  Group  D,  1.  1. 


B5 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


492 


B.    Z^i  j&^q^num'e  (profogue*     [t.  13903-12950. 


THE    SHIPMAN'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  biglnneth  the  Shipmannes  Prolog. 
*»*  In  l^rrwhitVs  teart,  M.  12903-12924. 


Ouft    hoste    up-on    his    stiropes    stood 
anon, 

And  seyde,  *  good  men,  herkneth  everich 
on; 

This  was  a  thrifty  tale  for  the  nones !  1 165 

Sir  5Mi8h_j)rest,*  quod  he,  'for  goddes 
bones, 

Tel  ns  a  tale,  as  was  thy  forward  yore. 

I  see  wel  that  ye  lemed  men  in  lore 

Can  moche  good,  by  goddes  dignitee  ! ' 
The  Persone  him  answerde, '  beri'ciU !  1 170 

What  eyleth  the  man,   so   sinfully  to 
swere?' 
Our  hoste  answerde,  '  O  Jankin,  be  ye 
there?  (10) 

I  smelle  a  loller  in  the  wind,'  quod  he. 

'  How !  good  men,'  quod  our  hoste,  'herk- 
neth me; 


Abydeth,  for  goddes  digne  passioun,  1175 
For  we  shal  han  a  predioacioun ; 
This  loller  heer  wil  prechen  us  som-what' 
'  Kay,  by  my  fader  soule !  that  shal  be 
nat,' 
Seyde  the  Shipman ;  '  heer  he  shal  nat 

preche. 
He  shal  no  gospel  glosen  heer  ne  teche.  1 180 
We  leve  alle  in  the  grete  god,'  quod  he, 
*  He  wolde  sowen  som  difficultee,         (20) 
Or  springen  cokkel  in  our  dene  com ; 
And  therfor,  hoste,  I  wame  thee  bifom, 
If y  joly  body  shal  a  tale  telle,  1 185 

And  I  shal  olinken  yow  so  meiy  a  belle, 
That  I  shal  waken  al  this  companye ; 
But  it  shal  nat  ben  of  philosophye, 
Ne  p^i/eieeSy  ne  termes  queinte  of  lawe ; 
Th^r  is  but  litel  Latin  in  mj  mawe.*  1190 


Here  endeth  the  Shipman  his  Prolog. 


THE    SHIPMANNES    TALE. 

Here  biglnneth  the  Shlpmannea  Tale. 


A  MABCUAirr  whylom  dwelled  at  Seint 

Denys, 
That  riche  was,  for  which  men  helde  him 

wys; 
A  wyf  he  hadde  of  excellent  beautee. 
And  compaignable  and  revelous  was  she. 
Which  is  a  thing  that  canseth  more 

dispence  1195 

Than  worth  is  al  the  chere  and  reverence 
That  men  hem  doon  at  festes  and  at 

daunoes; 
Swiche  salutaoiouns  and  oontenaonoes 
Passen  as  dooth  a  shadwe  up-on  the  waL 


But  wo  is  him  that  payen  moot  for  al ;  1200 
The  sely  housbond,  algate  he  mot  paye ; 
He   moot   us  dothe,  and  he  moot  us 
arraye,  (12) 

Al  for  his  owene  worship  richely, 
In  which  array  we  daonce  jolily.       1204 
And  if  that  he  noght  may,  par-aventure, 
Or  elles,  list  no  swioh  dii^>ence  endure, 
But  thinketh  it  is  wasted  and  y^lost, 
Than  moot  another  payen  for  our  oost, 
Or  lene  us  gold,  and  that  is  perilous. 
This  noble  Marohant  heeld  a  worthy 
hous,  (20)  1210 
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Por  whiolf  he  hadde  alday  bo  greet  repair 
For  Ilia  lari^essef  and  for  hia  wsrf  was  £ur, 
That  wonder  is ;  bat  herkneth  to  my  tale. 
Amonges  alle  his  gestes,  grete  and  smale, 
Ther  was  a  monk,  a  fair  man  and  a  bold, 
I  trowe  of  thritty  winter  he  was  old,  12 16 
That  ever  in  o<m  was  drawing  to  that  place. 
This  yonge  monk,  that  was  so  fidr  of  £M3e, 
Aqneinted  was  so  with  the  gode  man, 
Sith  that  hir  flrste  knowdiohe  bigan,  mm 
That  in  his  hoos  as  famnlier  was  he  (31) 
As  it  possible  is  any  fireend  to  be. 

And  for  as  mnohel  as  this  gode  man 
And  eek  this  monk,  of  which  that  I  bigan, 
Were  bothe  two  y-bom  in  o  village,    tazs 
The  monk  him  olaimeth  as  for  oosinage ; 
And  he  again,  he  seith  nat  ones  nay, 
Bnt  was  as  glad  ther-of  as  fowel  of  day ; 
( Vor  to  his  herte  it  was  a  greet  plesannce. 
^Thnsbeen  th^  knit  with  eteme  alliaance, 
And  eoh  of  hem  gan  other  for  t'assnre  1231 
Of  bretherhede,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dnre.  (43) 

Free  was  dann  John,  and  namely  of 
dispenoe, 
As  in  that  hons ;  and  txd  of  diligence  1234 
To  do<m  i^esaonce,  and  also  greet  oostage. 
He  noght  forgat  to  yeve  the  leeste  page 
In  al  that  hons ;  bat,  after  hir  degree. 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  ntthe  al  his  meynee, 
When  that  he  cam,  som  maner  honest 
thing;  1239 

For  which  they  were  as  glad  of  his  coming 
As  fowel  is  fayn,  whan  that  the  Sonne 
op-ryseth.  (51) 

Ka  more  of  this  as  now,  for  it  soiiyseth. 
Bat  so  bifel,  this  marohant  on  a  day 
Shoop  him  to  make  redy  his  array 
TowaardthetoonofBrnggesfortofiure,  1245 
To  byCn  ther  a  porcioon  of  ware ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Paris  sent  anon 
A  messager,  and  prayed  hath  dann  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys  to 
pleye  1349 

With  him  and  with  his  wyfaday  or  tweye, 
Br  he  to  firogges  wente,  in  alle  wyse.  (61) 
This  noble  monk,  of  which  I  jrow  deryse. 
Hath  of  his  abbots  as  him  list,  licence, 
By-canse  he  was  a  man  of  heig^  pradenoe, 
And  eek  an  officer,  oat  for  to  lyde,  1255 
Toseen hir  graanges  and  hir  bemes  wyde ; 


And  nn-to  Seint  Denys  he  comth  anon. 
Who  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  daon 

John, 
Oar  dere  cosin,  txd  of  oarteiaye  ?  1259 

With  him  broghtehe  a  jubbe  of  Malvesye, 
And  eek  another,  fol  of  fyn  Yemage,  (71) 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  was  his  osage. 
And  thos  I  lets  hem  ete  and  drinke  and 

pleye. 
This  marchant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 

tweye. 
The  thridde  day,  this  marohant    up 

aiyseth,  "  1265 

And  on  his  nedes  sadly  him  avyseth, 
And  ap  in-to  his  oonntoor-hoas  goth  he 
To  rekene  with  him-self,  as  wel  may  bo, 
Of  thilke  3reer,  how  that  it  with  him  stood, 
And  how  that  he  desi)ended  hadde  his 

good ;  1270 

And  if  that  he  enoressed  were  or  noon.  (81) 
His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  oon 
He  leith  bifom  him  on  his  coonting-bord ; 
Fol  riehe  was  his  tresor  and  his  hord. 
For  which  tal  ftste  his  oonntoor-dore  he 

shette ;  1275 

And  eek  he  nolde  that  no  man  sholde  him 

lette 
Of  his  acooantes,  for  the  mene  tyme ; 
And  thos  he  sit  tU  it  was  passed  pryme. 

Dann  John  was  risen  in  the  morwe  also, 
And  in  the  gardin  walketh  to  and  fro,  1280 
And  hath  his  thinges  seyd  fol  cnrteisly. 

This  gode  wyf  cam  walking  prively  (92) 
In-to  the  gardin,  ther  he  walketh  softe. 
And  him  saleweth,  as  she  hath  don  ofte. 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hir  oompanye,  1285 
Whidi  as  hir  list  she  maygovemeand  gye. 
For  yet  ander  the  yerde  was  the  mayde. 
'  O  dere  cosin  myn,  dann  John,'  she  sayde, 

*  What  eyleth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  ryse  ?  * 

*  Kece,'  qaod  he,  '  it  pghte  y-nongh  sof^e 
fyve  honres  for toslepenp-on  anight,  (loi) 
Bat  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wight. 
As  been  thise  wedded  men,  that  lye  and 

dare 
As  in  a  forme  sit  a  wery  hare, 
Were  al  for-straoght  with  hoondes  grete 

and  smale.  1295 

Bnt  dere  nece,  why  be  ye  so  pale? 
I  trowe  certes  that  our  gode  man       (107) 
Hath  yow  laboured  sith  the  night  bigan, 
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That  yow  were  nede  to  resten  hastily?'  1299 
And  with  that  word  he  lough  ftil  merily, 
And  of  his  owene  thought  he  wex  al  reed. 
This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shake  hir  heed, 
Andseydethtifl,  *  ye,  god  wot  al,'  quod  she ; 
*•  Nay,  oosin  myn,  it  stant  nat  so  with  me. 
For,  by  that  god  that  yaf  me  sonle  and  lyf, 
In  fix  the  reme  of  France  is  ther  no  wyf  1306 
That  lasse  Inst  hath  to  that  sory  pley. 
For  I  may  singe  "  alias  "  and  "  weylawey, 
That  I  was  bom,"  butto  no  wight,' quod  she, 
*  Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stant  with  me. 
Wherfore  I  thinke  out  of  this  land  to 

wende,  (121)  131 1 

Or  elles  of  my<«elf  to  make  an  ende, 
So  fVil  am  I  of  drede  and  eek  of  oare.' 

Thismonk  bigan  up-on  this  wyf  tostare, 
And  seyde,  *  alias,  my  neoe,  god  forbede 
That  ye,  for  any  sorwe  or  any  drede,  1316 
Fordoyour«elf;  but  telleth  me  your  grief; 
Paraventure  I  may,  in  jrour  meschief, 
Conseille  or  helpe,  and  therfore  telleth  me 
Al  your  anoy,  for  it  shal  been  secree ;  1320 
For  on  my  porthors  here  I  make  an  00th, 
That  never  in  my  lyf,  forlief  nelooth,  (133) 
Ke  shal  I  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye.' 
'The  same  agayn  to  3row,'  quod  she, 

'  I  seye ;  1324 

By  god  and  by  this  porthors,  I  yow  swere, 
Though  men  me  wolde  al  in-to  peoes  tere, 
Ke  shal  I  never,  for  to  goon  to  helle, 
Biwx^3^  a  word  of  thing  that  ye  me  telle, 
Nat  for  no  cosinage  ne  allianoe, 
But  verraily,  for  love  and  affiance.'  1330 
Thus  been  they  sworn,  and  heer^upon  they 

kiste,  (141) 

And  ech  of  hem  tolde  other  what  hem  liste. 

*Cosin,'  quod   she,  'if  that  I  hadde 

a  space, 
As  I  have  noon,  and  namely  in  this  place. 
Than  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my  lyf;  1335 
What  I  have  sufficed  sith  I  was  a  wyf 
With  mynhousbonde,  al  beheyour  cosyn.' 
*  Nay,'  quod  this  monk, '  by  god  and  seint 

Martyn, 
He  is  na  more  oosin  un-to  me  1339 

Than  is  this  leef  that  hangeth  on  the  tree ! 
I  dope  him  so,  by  Seint  Denys  of  Fraanoe, 
To  have  the  more  cause  of  aqueintannce 
Of  yow,  which  I  have  loved  specially  (153) 
Aboven  alle  wommen  sikerly ; 


This  swere  I  yow  on  my  profeesionn.  1345 
Telleth  your  grief,  lest  tiiat  he  come  adoun, 
And  hasteth  yow,  and  gooth  your  wey 

anon.' 
*  My  dere  love,'  quod  die,  *  o  my  daun 

John,  (158) 

Ful  lief  were  me  this  ccnseil  for  to  hyde, 
But  out  it  moot,  I  may  namore  a^yde.  1350 
Myn  housbond  is  to  me  the  worste  man 
That  ever  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
But  sith  I  am  a  wyf,  it  sit  nat  me 
To  tellen  no  wight  of  our  privetee,      1354 
Neither  a-bedde,  ne  in  non  other  place ; 
Gk>d  shilde  I  sholde  it  tellen,  for  his  grace ! 
A  wyf  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 
But  al  honour,  as  I  can  understonde ; 
Save  un-to  yow  thus   muche   I   tellen 

shal; 
Ashelpmegod,  he  isnoght  worth  at  al  1360 
In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flye.         (171) 
But  yet  me  greveth  most  his  nigardye ; 
And  wel  ye  woot  that  wommen  naturally 
Des3^en  thinges  sixe,  as  wel  as  I.        1364 
They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde  be ' 
Hardy,  and  wyse,  and  riche,  and  ther-to 

free,  ' 

And  buxom  to  his  wyf,  and  fresh  a^bedde. 
But,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  for  us  bledde, 
For  his  honour,  my-self  for  to  arraye, 
A  Sonday  next,  I  moste  nodes  paye    1370 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  elles  am  I  lorn. 
Yet  were  me  lever  that  I  were  unborn  (182) 
Than  me  were  doom  a  sdaundre  or  vU- 

einye; 
And  if  myn  housbond  eek  it  mighte  espjre, 
I  nere  but  lost,  and  therfore  I  yow  preye 
Lene  me  this  somme,  or  eUes  moot  I 

deye.  1376 

Daun  John,  I  soye,  lene  me  thise  hundred 

frankes; 
Pardee,  I  wol  nat  feulle  yow  my  thankee, 
If  that  yow  Ust  to  doon  that  I  yow  praj^ 
Foratacerteinday  I  wolyowpaye,   1380 
And  doon  to  yow   what  plesanoe  and 

servyoe  (191) 

That  I  may  doon,  right  as  yow  list  devyse. 

And  but  I  do,  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  as  ever  had  Geniloun  of  France ! ' 

This  gentil  monk  answerde   in  this 

manere ;  1385 

*  Now,  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere, 
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I  have,'  qnod  he, '  on  yow  so  greet  a  ponthe, 
That  I  yow  iwere  and  plighte  yow  my 

trouthef 
That  whan  your  honsbond  ia  to  Flanndres 

fare, 
I  wol  delivere  yow  ont  of  this  care ;    1390 
For  I  wol  bringe  yow  an  hnndred  frankee/ 
And  with  that  word  he  canghte  hir  by  the 

flankes,  (aoa) 

And  hir  embraoeth  harde,  and  kiite  hir 

ofte. 
*  Goth  now  your  wey,*  qnod  he,  *  al  stille 

andtofte, 
And  lat  as  dyne  as  sone  as  that  ye  may; 
For  by  my  chilindre  it  is  piyme  of  day.  1396 
Ooth  now,  and  beethastreweasi  shalbe.* 
'  Now,  elles  god  forbede,  sire,'  qnod  ^e, 
And  forth  she  gooth,  as  jolif  as  a  pye, 
And  bad  the  ookes  that  they  sholde  hem 

hye,  1400 

So  that  men  mightedyne,  and  that  anon. 
Up  to  hir  honsbonde  is  this  wjrf  y-gon,  (ai  2) 
And  knokketh  at  his  conntonr  boldely. 
^Quilaf  qnod  he.     *Peter !  it  am  I,' 
Qnod  she,  '  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol  ye 

fetste?  1405 

How  longe  tyme  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste 
Your  sommes,  and  ycmr  bokes,  and  your 

thinges? 
The  devel  have  part  of  alle  swiohe  reken- 

ingesl 
Ye  have  y-nongh,  pardee,  of  goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doon  to^lay,  and  lat  your  bagges 

stonde.  1410 

Ne  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  dann  John  (asi) 
Shal  flEtfting  al  this  da^y  elenge  goon  ? 
What !  lat  ns  here  a  messe,  and  go  we 

dyne.' 
*  Wyf;*  qnod  this  man,  ^  litel  oanstow 

devyne 
The  cnrions  bisinesse  that  we  have.    1415 
For  of  ns  chapmen,  al-so  god  me  save. 
And  by  that  lord  that  cleped  is  Seint 

Yve, 
Scarsly  amonges  twelve  ten  shnl  thxyve, 
Continnelly,  lastinge  nn-to  onr  age.    1419 
We  may  wel  make  ohere  and  good  visage. 
And  dryve  forth  the  world  as  it  may  be. 
And  kepen  onr  estaat  in  inrivetee,       (25a) 
Til  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pleye 
A  pilgrimage,  or  goon  out  of  the  weye. 


And  therfor  have  I  greet  ne(«essitee    1495 
Up-on  this  qneinte  world  t'avyse  me ; 
For  evermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drede 
Of  hap  and  fortnne  in  oar  chapmanhede. 

'To  Flaandres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at  day. 
And  come  agayn,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dere  W3rf,  I  thee  biseke,  (241) 
As  be  to  every  wight  baxom  and  meke. 
And  for  to  kepe  oar  good  be  oorions, 
And  honestly  goveme  wel  oar  hoos.  1434 
Thoa  hast  y-nongh,  in  every  maner  wyse, 
That  to  a  Uiriity  hooshold  may  snf^rse. 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  no  no  vitaiUe, 
Of  silver  in  thy  pars  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  coontooiHlore  he 

shette, 
And  donn  he  gooth,  no  longer  wolde  he 
lette,  1440 

Bat  hastily  a  moww  was  ther  seyd,     (251) 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd. 
And  to  tiie  diner  ikste  they  hem  spedde ; 
And  richdy  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 
At-after  diner  djurn  John  sobrely   1445 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  prively 
He  seyde  him  thus,  *  oo^yn,  itstandeth  soy 
That  wel  I  see  to  Brngges  wol  ye  go. 
Gk>d  andseint  Austin  spede yow  and  gyde  I 
Iprey  yow,  oosin,  wysly  that  ye  ryde ;  1490 
Gkvemeth  yow  also  of  yoar  diete       (261) 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bitwiz  OB  two  nedeth  no  strange  £ure ; 
Fare-wel,  oooiyn ;   god   shilde   yow   fto 

care. 
If  ai^  thing  ther  be  by  di^  or  night,  1455 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  might. 
That  ye  me  wol  oomande  in  any  wyse. 
It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  devyse. 

*0  thing,  er  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow ;  for  to  lene  me       1460 
An  hundred  frankes,  for  a  wyke  or  tw^ye. 
For  oerteinbeestes  that  I  moetebes^  (279) 
To  store  with  a  place  that  is  oares. 
Gk>d  help  me  so,  I  wolde  it  were  yoares ! 
I  shal  nat  faille  sorely  of  my  day,       1465 
Nat  for  a  thoosand  frankes,  a  myle-way. 
But  lat  this  thing  be  seoree,  I  yow  preye, 
For  yet  to-night  thise  beestesmoot  I  beye ; 
And   fiure-now   wel,  myn  owene  oosin 

dere, 
Graont  mercy  of  yoar  cost  and  of  your 
chore.'  (280)  1470 
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Ttns  noble  marchant  gentiUy  anon 
Answerde,  and  seyde,  *  o  coain  myn,  dann 

John, 
Now  sikerly  this  is  a  smal  reqneste ; 
My  gold  is  joores,  whan  thai  it  yow  leste. 
And  nat  only  my  gold,  but  my  ohafFare ; 
Take  what  yow  list,  god  shilde  that  ye 

spare.  1476 

^But  o  thing  is,  ye  knowe  it  wel  y-nogh, 
Of  chapmen,  that  hir  moneye  is  hir  plogh. 
We  may  oreannoe  whyl  we  have  a  name, 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  is  no  game.  1480 
Paye  it  agayn  whan  it  lyth  in  ycnr  ese ; 
After  my  might  tul  Aiyn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.'  (292) 

Thise  hnndred  firankes  he  fette  forth 

anon, 
And  prively  he  took  hem  to  dann  John. 
Ko  wight  in  al  this  world  wiste  of  this 

lone,  1485 

Savinge  this  marchant  and  dann  John 

allone. 
'niey  drinke,  and  speke,  and  rome  a  whyle 

and  pleye. 
Til  that  dann  John  rydeth  to  his  abbeye. 
The  morwe  cam,  and  forth  this  mar- 

chftot  rydeth 
ToJPlanndres-ward ;  his  prentis  wel  him 

gydeth,  1490 

Til  he  cam  in-to  Bmgges  merily.  (301) 
Now  gooth  this  marchant  fSaste  and  bisily 
Abonte  his  nede,  and  byeth  and  oreann- 

ceth. 
He  neither  pleyeth  at  the  dees  ne  daan- 

oeth; 
Bnt  asamarohant,  shortly  for  to  telle,  1495 
He  let  his  lyf,  and  there  I  lete  him  dwelle. 
The  Sonday  next  this  Marchant  was 

agon, 
To  Seint  Denys  y-oomen  is  dann  John, 
"V^th  crowne  and  herd  all  fresh  and  newe 

y-shave. 
Inalthehonsther  nas  flo  litel  a  knave,  1500 
Ne  no  wight  elles,  that  henasfiil&yn,  (311) 
Far  that  my  lord  dann  John  was  come 

agayn. 
And  shortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon. 
This  faire  wjf  accorded  with  dann  John, 
That  for  thise  hnndred  tnaxkea  he  sholde 

al  night  1505 

HmvB  hir  in  his  armes  bolt-npright ; 


And  this  acord  parfonmed  was  in  dede. 
In  mirthe  al  night  a  bi^y  lyf  they  lede 
Til  it  was  day,  that  dann  John  wente  his 

way. 
And  bad  the  meynoQ  ^  fare-wel,  have  good 

day!'  (320)1510 

For  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wight  in  the  tonn, 
Hath  of  dann  John  right  no  snspecionn. 
And  forth  he  rydeth  hoom  to  his  abbeye. 
Or  where  him  list ;  namore  of  him  I  seye. 
This  marchant,  whan  that  ended  was 

the  faire,  1515 

To  Seint  Denys  he  gan  for  to  repaire. 
And  with  his  wyf  he  maketh  feste  and 

chere. 
And  telleth  hir  that  dhaffiune  is  so  dere, 
That  nedes  moste  he  make  a  chevisannoe. 
For  he  was  bonnde  in  a  reconissannce  1590 
Topaye  twenty  thousand  sheeld  anon.  (331) 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Paris  gon, 
To  borwe  of  certein  frendes  that  he  hadde 
A  certein  frankes ;  and  somme  with  him 

heladde. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come  in-to  the  tonn. 
For  greet  chertee  and  greet  affeccioon,  1536 
Un-to  daxm  .Tohn  he  gooth  him  first,  to 

pleye ; 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  him  moneye, 
Bnt  for  to  wite  and  seen  of  liis  welfare, 
And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffitre,  1530 
As  froendes  doon  whan  they  ben  met 

y-fere.  (341) 

Dann  John  him  maketh  feste  and  mexy 

chere; 
And  he  him  tolde  agayn  ftd  specially. 
How  he  hadde  wel  y-boght  and  gradonsly, 
Thanked  be  god,  al  hool  his  marohandyse. 
Save  that  he  moste,  in  alle  manor  wyse,  1 536 
Maken  a  chevisannoe,  as  for  his  beste. 
And  thanne  he  sholde  been  in  joye  and 

reste. 

Dann  John  answerde,  *  certes,  I  am  fayn 

That  ye  in  hele  ar  comen  hoom  agayn.  1540 

And  if  that  I  were  riche,  as  have  I  blisse, 

Of  twenty  thonsand  sheeld  shold  ye  nat 

misse,  (35a) 

For  ye  so  kindely  this  other  day 
Lente  me  gold ;  and  as  I  can  and  may, 
I  tiianke  yow,  by  god  and  by  seint  Jamo ! 
Bnt  nathelees  I  took  nn-to  onr  dame,  1546 
Yonr  wyf  at  hoom,  the  tame  gold  ageyn 
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Upon jroor bench;  shewootitwel^oerteyn, 
By  oertein  tokenes  that  I  can  hir  telle. 
Now,  by  your  leve,  I  may  no  longer  dwelle, 
Our  abbot  wol  ont  of  this  toon  anon ;  (361) 
And  in  his  comi>anye  moot  I  gon.  1552 
Grete  wel  onr  dame,  myn  owene  nece 

Bwete, 
And  fare-wel,  dere  oosin,  til  we  mete ! ' 
This  Marchant,  which  that  was  tuX  war 

and  wys,  1555 

Creannced  hath,  and  payd  eek  in  Paiys, 
To  oertejm  Lnmbardes,  redy  in  hir  bond, 
The  somme  of  gold,  and  gat  of  hem  his 

bond; 
And  hoom  he  gooth,  meiy  as  a  papc^ay. 
For  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  swich  am^, 
That   nedes    moste    he  winne    in   that 

viage  (37>) 

A  thousand  firankes  above  al  his  oostage. 
His  wyf  fdl  redy  mette  him  atte  gate, 
Asshe  was  wont  of  old  usage  algate,  1564 
And  al  that  night  in  mirthe  they  bisette ; 
For  he  was  riche  and  oleerly  out  of  dette. 
Whan  it  was  day,  this  marchant  gan 

embrace 
His  wyf  al  newe,  and  kiste  hir  on  hir  fetoe, 
And  up    he  gooth  and  maketh  it   fhl 

tough. 
*Kamore,*  quod  she,  ♦by  god,  ye  have 

y-nough !  *  1570 

And  wantounly   agayn   with   him   she 

pleyde;  (38*) 

Til,  atte  laste,  that  this  Marchant  seyde, 
♦  By  god,*  quod  he,  ♦!  am  a  litel  wrooth 
With  yow,  my  wyf,  al-thogh  it  be  me 

looth. 
And  woot  jB  why?   by  god,  as  that  I 

gesse,  1575 

That  ye  han  maad  a  maner  stranngenesse 
Bitwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  John. 
Te  sholde  han  warned  me,  er  I  had  gon. 
That  he  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed 
By  redy  tokene ;    and  heeld  him  yvel 

apayed,  1580 

For  that  I  to  him  spak  of  ohevisaunoe, 
Me  semed  so,  as  by  his  oontenaunce.  (392) 
But  natholees,  by  god  our  hevene  king, 
I  thoghte  nat  to  axe  of  him  no-thing. 


I  prey  thee,  wyf,  ne  do  namore  so  j      1585 
Tel  me  alwey,  er  that  I  fro  thee  go. 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absence 
T-pay6d  thee ;  lest,  thurgh  thy  necligence, 
I  mighte  him  axe  a  thing  that  he  hath 
payed,*  (399)  1589 

This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  affra3red. 
But  boldely  she^s^yde,  and  that  anon : 

♦  Marie,  I  defye  the  false  monk,  daun  John ! 
I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokenes  nerer  a  deel ; 
He  took  me  oertein  gold,  that  woot  I  weel ! 
What !  yvel  thedom  on  his  monkes  snoute ! 
For,  god  it  woot,  I  wende,  withouten  doute. 
That  he  had  jreve  it  me  bycause  of  jrow. 
To  doon  ther-with  myn  honour  and  my 

prow, 
For  oosinage,  and  eek  for  bele  ohere 
That  he  hath  had  ful  ofte  tymos  here.  1600 
But  sith  I  see  I  stonde  in  this  disjoint,  (41 1) 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly,  to  the  point. 
Ye  han  mo  slakker  dettours  than  am  I ! 
For  I  wol  pi^e  yow  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and,  if  so  be  I  £Eulle,  1605 
I  am  3rour  wyf;  score  it  up-on  my  taille. 
And  I  shal  paye,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  on  myn  array, 
And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  deel. 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  weel      1610 
For  3rour  honour,  for  goddes  sake,  I  seye. 
As  be  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pl^e.  (432) 

Ye  ^lal  my  joly  body  have  to  wedde ; 
By  god,  T  wol  nat  paye  3row  but  a-beddc 
Forgive  it  me,  myn  owene  spouse  dere ; 
Tume   hiderward    and    maketh    bettre 

chere.*  1616 

This   iparchant   saugh    ther   was   no 

remedye, 
And,  for  to  chyde,  it  nere  but  greet  folye, 
Sith  that  the  thing  may  nat  atnended  be. 

♦  Now,  wyf,'  he  seyde,  '  and  I  forj^ve  it 

thee ;  1620 

But,  by  thy  lyf,  ne  be  namore  so  large ; 
Keep  bet  our  good,  this  yeve  I  thee  in 

charge.*  (432) 

Thus  endeth  now  my  tale,  and  god  us 

sende 
Taling  y-nough,  un-to  our  lyves  ende. 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Shipmannea  Tale. 


■  vU. 
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THE   PRIORESS'S   PROLOGUE. 


Bihold  the  mery  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  ShJpman  and  to  the 
lady  Prioresse. 


*  Wkl  seyd,  by  corpu»  dcminui,*  qnod  otur 

hofite,  1625 

*  Now  longe  moot  thoa  sayle  by  the  ooste, 
Sir  gentil  maister,  gentil  marineer  f 
God  yeye  this  monk  a  thonsand  last  qoad 

yeer! 
A  ha !  f elawes !  beth  ware  of  swiche  a 

jape! 
The  monk  pntte  in  the  mannes  hood  an 

ape,  1630 

And  in  his  wyves  eek,  by  seint  Anstin  I 
Draweth  no  monkee  more  nn-to  your  in. 
But  now  passe  over,  and  lat  ns  soke 

aboate, 


Who    shal    now  telle   first,  of  al  this 
route,  (10) 

Another  tale ; '   and  with  that  word  he 
sayde,  1635 

As  onrteisly  as  it  had  been  a  majrde, 
'  My  lady  Prioresse,  by  yonr  leve, 
So  that  I  wiste  I  sholde  yow  nat  greye, 
I  wolde  demon  that  ye  tellen  sholde 
Atalenext,  if  sowerethatyewolde.  1640 
Now  wol  ye  yonohe-eanf,  my  lady  dere? ' 
*  Gladly,*  qnod  she,  and  seyde  as  ye 
shal  here.  (18) 


THE   PRIORESSES  TALE. 


The  Prolofe  of  the  Prloressaa  Tale. 


Jkmine^  dominua  notter, 

O  Loan  onr  lord,  thy  name  how  mer- 

yeilloDS 
Is  in  this  large  worlde  y-iqprad— qnod 

she: — 
For  noght  only  thy  laude  preoions     1645 
Farfonmed  is  by  men  of  dignitee, 
Bat  by  the  month  of  children  thy  bonntee 
Parfonmed  is,  for  on  the  brest  sonkinge 
Som  tyme  shewen  they  thyn  heryinge. 

Wherfbr  in  lande,  as  I  beet  oan  os  may, 
Of  thee,  and  of  the  whyte  lily  ^oioi    i^i 
Which  that  thee  bar,  and  is  a  mayde 
alway,  (10) 


To  telle  a  stone  I  wol  do  my  labour ; 
Not  that  I  may  enoresen  hir  honour ; 
For  she  hir-self  is  honour,  and  the  rote 
Of  bountee,  next  hir  sone,  and  soulea 
bote. —  1656 

O  moder  mayde !  o  mayde  moder  free  I 
O  bush  unbrent,  brenninge  in  Moyses 

sights. 
That  rayisedest  doun  fro  the  deitee, 
Thuij^  thyn  humblesse,  the  goost  that  in 

th'alic^te,  1660 

Of  whos  yertu,  whan    he   thyn    herte 

lighte, 
Conoeiyed  was  the  &dres  sapience,      (ao) 
Help  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reyerence ! 
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Lftdy  1  tliy  bonntee,  thy  magnifloenoe, 
Thy  Teiio,  and  thy  grete  hnmilitee  1665 
Ther  may  no  toing«  ezpreMB  in  no  fcieiice ; 
For  aom-tyme,  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee, 
Thon  gooet  bifom  of  thy  benignitee, 
And  getest  ns  the  lifl^t,  thnrgh  thy  preyere, 
To  gyden  as  nn-to  thy  sone  so  dere.    1670 

My  conning  is  so  wayk,  o  Uisftil  qnene, 
For  to  declare  thy  grete  worthinesse,  (30) 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  nat  snstene, 
But  as  a  child  of  twelf  monthe  old,  or 
lease,  1674 

That  can  nnnethes  any  ifrord  ezpresse, 
Right  so  fare  I,  and  therfor  I  yow  preye, 
Oydeth  my  song  that  I  shal  of  yow  soya. 
Expticit 

Hera  biginneth  the  Prioresses  Tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asia,  in  a  greet  oitee, 
Amonges  Cristen  folk,  a  Jewersre, 
Snstened  by  a  lord  of  that  oontree      1680 
For  foole  nsnre  and  lucre  of  vilanye, 
Hatefol  to  Crist  and  to  his  oompansre ; 
And  thnrgh  the  strete  men  mi^^te  ryde 
or  wende,  (4>) 

Fdr  it  was  free,  and  open  at  either  ende. 

A  litel  soole  of  Cristen  folk  ther  stood 
Bonn  at  the  ferther  ende,  in  which  ther 

were  1686 

Children  an  heep,  y-oomen  of  Cristen 

blood, 
That  lemed  in  that  soole  yeer  by  yere 
Swich  maner  doctrine  as  men  need  there, 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  singen  and  to  rede,  1690 
As  smale  cidldren  doon  in  hir  childhede. 

AmrmQ  thisc  children  was  a  widwes  sone, 
A  litel  elenreon,  seven  yeer  of  age,       (51) 
That  day  by  day  to  soole  was  his  wone, 
And  eek  also,  whei^as  he  sangh  th'image 
Of  Cristes  moder,  hadde  he  in  nsage. 
As  him  was  tanglit,  to  knele  adonn  and 

s^ye 
His  Ave  Mctrie,  as  he  goth  by  the  wejre. 

Thns  hath  this  widwe  hir  litel  sone  7- 

tanght 
Onr  blisftil  lady,  Cristes  moder  dere,  1700 
To  worshipe  ay,  and  he  forgat  ttuanght, 


For  sely  child  wol  alday  sone  lere ;  (60) 
Bnt  ay,  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere, 
Seint  Nicholas  stent  erer  in  my  presence, 
For  he  so  yong  to  Crist  did  reverence.  1705 

This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  leminge, 
As  he  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  piymer. 
He  Alma  redemptoris  herde  singe. 
As  children  lemed  hir  antiphoner ;    '  ^4* . 
And,  as  he  dorste,  he  drongh  him  ner  and 
ner,  1710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  note, 
Til  he  the  flrste  vers  conde  al  by  rote.  (70) 

Noght  wiste  he  what  this  Latin  was  to 
•eye. 

For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age ; 

Bnt  on  a  day  his  felaw  gan  he  preye   1715 

Texponnden  him  this  song  in  his  langage. 

Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  nsage ; 

This  preyde  he  him  to  oonstme  and  de- 
clare 

Fnl  ofte  tyme  npon  his  knowes  bare. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
Answerde  him  thns :  '  this  song,  I  have 

herdseye, 
Was  maked  of  onr  blisftil  lady  free,     (80) 
Hir  to  salne,  and  eek  hir  for  to  preye 
To  been  onr  help  and  socoar  whan  we 

deye.  1724 

I  can  no  more  eocponnde  in  this  matere ; 
I  leme  song,  I  can  bnt  smal  grammere.' 

*  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Cristes  moder  ? '  seyde  this  innocent ; 
'  Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence     1729 
To  oonne  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went ; 
iThongh  that  I  for  my  prymer  shal  be 
\       shent, 

lAnd  shal  be  beten  thryfls  in  an  hoore,  (90) 
k  wol  it  cosine,  onr  lady  for  to  hononre.* 

His  felaw  tanghte  him  homward  prively. 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  conde  it  by  rote. 
And  than  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
F^  word  to  word,  aoording  with  the  note ; 
TwySs  a  day  it  passed  thnrgh  his  throte. 
To  soolewud  and  homward  whan  he 
wente;  1739 

On  Cristes  moder  set  was  his  entente. 
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As  I  have  seyd,  thnigh-out  the  Jewerye 
This  litel  child,  as  he  cam  to  andftro,  (loo) 
Fnl  meiily  than  wolde  he  singe,  and  oiye 

0  Alma  redemptoris  ever-mo. 

1  The  swetnes  hath  his  herte  perced  so  1745 
Of  Cristes  moder,  that,  to  hir  to  preye. 
He  can  nat  stinte  of  singing  hy  the  weye. 

Our  finte  fo,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jewes  herte  his  waspes  nest, 
Up  swal,  and  seide,  *0  Hebraik  peple, 
alias  I  1750 

Is  this  to  yow  a  thing  that  is  honest, 
That  swich  a  boy  shal  walken  as  him  lest 
In  yonr  despyt,  and  singe  of  swich  sen- 
tence, (hi) 
Which  is  agayn  your  lawes  reverence  ?  * 

Fro  thennes  forth  the  Jewes  han  con- 
spyred  1755 

This  innocent  ont  of  this  world  to  chace ; 

An  homioyde  ther-to  han  they  hyred, 

That  in  an  aley  hadde  a  privee  place ; 

And  as  the  child  gan  for-by  for  to  pace. 

This  cnxsed  Jew  him  hente  and  heeld 
him  faste,  1760 

And  kitte  his  throte,  and  in  a  pit  him 
caste. 

1  seye  that  in  a  wardrobe  they  him  threwe 
Whereas  these  Jewes  porgen  hir  entraille. 
O  coned  ibUc  of  Herodes  al  newe,  (laa) 
What  may  your  yvel  entente  yow  avaiUe  ? 
Mordre  wol  out,  certein,  it  wol  nat  faille, 
And  namely  ther  th'ononr  of  god  shal 

sprede, 
The  blood  ont  oryeth  on  yoxat  cnrsed  dede. 

*  O  martir.  Bonded  to  virginitee,  1769 

Now  maystoa  singen,  folwing  ever  in  oon 
The  whyte  lamb  celestial,'  quod  she, 
'  Of  which  the  grete  evangelist,  seint  John, 
In  Pathmos  wroot,  which  seith  that  they 

that  goon  (131) 

Bifom  this  lamb,  and  singe  a  songal  newe, 
That  never,  fleshly,  wommen  they  ne 

knewe.*  1775 

This  povre  widwe  awalteth  al  that  night 
After  hir  litel  child,  but  he  cam  noght ; 
For  which,  as  sone  as  it  was  dayes  light, 


With  fkoe  pale  of  drede  and  bi^y  thoght, 
She  hath  at  soole  and  elles-wher  him  soght, 
Til  finally  she  gan  so  fer  eq»ye  1781 

That  he  last  seyn  was  in  the  Jewerye.  (140) 

*  With  modres  pitee  in  hir  brest  enclosed, 
i  She  gooth,  as  she  were  half  ont  of  hir 

minde. 
To  every  place  wher  she  hath  supposed 
By  lyklihede  hir  litel  child  to  finde ;  1786 
And  ever  on  Cristes  moder  meke  and 

kinde 
She  cryde,  and  atte  laste  thus  she  wroghte, 
Among  the  cursed  Jewes  she  him  soghte. 

She  firayneth  and  she  preyeth  pitously 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelte  in  thilke  place, 
To  telle  hir,  if  hir  child  wente  oght  for-l^. 
They  seyde, '  nay  * ;  but  Jesu,  of  his  grace, 
Taf  in  hir  thought,  inwith  a  litel  space, 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she  cryde, 
Wher  he  was  casten  in  a  pit  bisyde.    1706 

O  grete  god,  that  parfoumest  thy  laude 
By  mouth  of  innocents,  lo  heer  thy  might ! 
This  gemme  of  chastitee,  this  emeraude, 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  ruby  bright, 
Ther  he  with  throte  y-corven  lay  upright, 
He  *  Alma  redemptorU  *  gan  to  singe  (160) 
So  loude,  that  al  the  place  gan  to  rings. 

The  Cristen  folk,  that  thurgh  the  strete 
wente,  ^  1804 

In  coomen,  for  to  wondre  up-on  this  thing, 
And  hastily  they  for  the  provost  sente ; 
He  cam  anon  with-outen  taiying. 
And  herieth  Crist  that  is  of  heven  king. 
And  eek  his  moder,  honour  of  mankinde, 
And  after  that,  the  Jewes  leet  he  binde. 

This  child  with  pitous  lamentaoioun  181 1 
Up-taken  was,  singing  his  song  alway ; 
And  with  honour  of  greet  processionn 
They  carien  him  un-to  the  nezte  abbay. 
His  moder  swowning  by  the  here  lay ; 
Unnethe  might  the  peple  that  was  there 
This  newe  Baohel  bringe  fro  his  here. 

With  torment  and  with  shamftil  deth 
echon  (176) 

This  provost  dooth  thise  Jewes  fbr  to 
sterve  1819 
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That  of  this  mordre  wiste^  and  that  anon ; 
He  nolda  no  swich  onraednease  obaerve. 
Yvel  shal  have,  that  yvel  wol  deserve, 
nierfor  "with  wilde  hors  he  dide  hem 
drawe,  (181) 

\  And  after  that  he  heng  hem  by  the  lawe. 

Up-on  his  here  ay  lyth  this  innocent  1825 
Bifom  the  chief  anter,  vrhyl  masse  laste, 
And  after  that,  the  abbot  with  his  oovent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  borien  him  ftd  £Mte ; 
And    vrhan   they  holy  water   on   him 

oaste, 
Yet  spak  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 

holy  water,  iSao 

And  aoDg^*  O  Alma  r$demptoria  nuUer  V 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man 
As  monkes  been,  or  elles  oghten  be,  (191) 
This  yonge  child  to  conjure  ho  bigan, 
And  seyde,  *  o  dere  child,  I  halse  thee, 
In  vertn  of  the  holy  Trinitee,  1836 

Tel  me  what  is  thy  came  for  to  singe, 
Sith  that  thy  thiote  is  cnt,  to  my  sem- 
inge?' 

*  Hy  thxote  is  out  nn-to  my  nekke-boon,* 
Seyde  this  child,  *  and,  as  by  wey  of  kinde, 
I  sholde  have  deyed,  ye,  longe  tyme  agoon. 
Bat  Jesa  Crist,  as  ye  in  bokes  flnde,  (joo) 
Wil  that  his  glorie  lasts  and  be  in  minde ; 
And,  for  the  worship  of  his  moder  dere, 
Yet  may  I  singe  "0  Alma"  londe  and 
dere.  1845 

Vrhis  weUe  of  mercy,  (Mstes  moder  swete, 
I  lovede  alwey,  as  after  my  oonnlnge ; 
And  whan  that  I  my  lyf  sholde  forlete. 
To  me  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  singe 
This  antem  venaily  in  my  d^sdnge,    1990 


As  ye  han  herd,  and,  whan  that  I  had 

Bonge, 
He  thoughte,  she  lejrde  ajgreyn.np^n  my 

tonge.  (310) 

Wherfor  I  singe,  and  singe  I  moot  oerteyn 
In  honour  of  that  blisftd  mi^en  iree. 
Til  fro  my  tonge  of-taken  is  the  greyn ; 
And  afterward  thus  sesrde  she  to  me, 
"  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 
Whan  that  the  greyn  is  fro  thy  tonge 
y-take ;  1858 

Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake." ' 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot,  him  mene  I, 
Him  tonge  out-caughte,  and  took  a-wey 

the  greyn, 
And  he  yaf  up  the  gooet  ful  softely.  (330) 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder 

seyn. 
His  salte  teres  trikled  doun  as  reyn,  1864 
And  gruf  he  fil  al  plat  up-on  the  groundei 
And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  been  y-bounde. 

The  covent  eek  lay  on  the  pavement 
Weping,  and  herien  Oristes  moder  dere. 
And  after  that  they  xyse,  and  forth  hen 
went,  1869 

And  toke  awey  this  martir  fro  his  here. 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marbul-stones  clere 
Endosen  they  his  litel  body  swete  ;   (330) 
Ther  he  is  now,  god  leve  us  for  to  mete. 

O  yonge  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  slayn  also 
With  cursed  Jewes,  as  it  is  notable,   1875 
For  it  nis  but  a  litel  whyle  ago ; 
Preye  eek  for  us,  we  sinful  folk  unstable. 
That,  of  his  mercy,  god  so  merciable 
On  us  his  grete  mercy  multiplye,        (237) 
For  reverence  ofhismoderMazye.   Amen, 


Here  is  ended  the  Prioreeaee  Tale. 
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PROLOGUE  TO   SIR  THOPAS. 


BIhold  the  mnrye  wordes  of  the  Host  to  Chancer. 


Whav  seyd  WM  al  this  miracle,  every  man 
Afl  sobre  was,  that  wonder  was  to  see, 
Til  that  onr  boste  jiq;>en  tho  bigan, 
And  than  at  erst  he  loked  np-on  n^, 
And  seyde  thns,  ^  what  man  artow  ? '  qnod 

he ;  1885 

'Thon  lokest  as  thou  woldest  find^  an 

hare, 
For  ever  np-on  the  gn^nnd  I  see  thee  stare. 

Approche  neer,  and  loke  np  merily. 
Now  war  yow,  sirs,  and  lat  this  man  have 

place; 
He  in  the  waast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I ;  1890 
This  were  a  popet  in  an  arm  Venbrace  (11) 


For  any  womman,  smal  and  fidr  of  face.  / 
I  He  semeth  elvish  by  his  oontenannce,  V 
For  nn4o  no  wight  dooth  he  daliaonce.   .^^  ;^ 

Sey  now  somwhat,  sin  other  folk  hanr^^. 

»yd;  1895 

Tel  US  a  tale  of  mirthe,  and  that  anoon ;  * — 

*  Hoste,'  quod  I,  *  ne  beth  nat  yvel  f^>ayd, 
For  other  tale  certes  can  I  noon, 

Bnt  of  a  ryme  I  lemed  longe  agoon.* 

*  Ye,  that  is  good,'  qnod  he ;  *  now  shnl 

we  here  1900 

Som  deyntee  thing,  me  thinketh  by  his 
chere.*  (at) 

EoopUdt, 


SIR  THOPAS. 

Here  biglnneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Thopas. 


LisTRB,  lordes,  in  good  entent, 
And  I  wol  telle  verrayment 

Of  mirthe  and  of  solas ; 
Al  of  a  knjrght  was  foir  and  gent 
In  bataille  and  in  toumeyment, 

His  name  was  sir  Thopas. 

Y-bom  he  was  in  fer  oontree. 
In  Flaondres,  al  bijronde  the  see, 

At  Popering,  in  the  plaoe ; 
His  f)Btder  was  a  man  fed  free. 
And  lord  he  was  of  that  oontree. 

As  it  was  goddes  grace. 


Sir  Thopas  wex  a  doghty  swayn, 
Whyt  was  his  fiioe  as  payndemayn,    1915 
His  lippes  rede  as  rose ; 


190S 


1910 
(10) 


His  rode  is  lyk  scarlet  in  grayn. 
And  I  yow  telle  in  good  certayn, 
He  hadde  a  semely  nose. 

His  beer,  his  herd  was  lyk  safifroun,    1920 
That  to  his  girdel  raughte  adoon  ;       (jo) 

His  shoon  of  Cordewane. 
Of  Bmgges  were  his  hosen  broon. 
His  robe  was  of  cidatonn. 

That  coste  many  a  jane.  1925 

He  ooade  hnnte  at  wilde  deer, 
And  ryde  an  hanking  for  riveer. 

With  gtey  goshank  on  honde ; 
Ther-to  he  was  a  good  aroheer, 
Of  wrastling  was  ther  noon  his  peer,  1930 

Ther  any  ram  shal  stonde.  (30) 
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'    Fal  many  a  mayde,  bright  in  boor, 
They  moome  for  him,  paramoor, 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe ;  | 

But  he  was  ohast  and  no  lechonr,       1955 
And  sweet  as  is  the  bremble-flottr 
That  bereth  the  rede  hepe. 
I 
And  so  bifel  ap-on  a  day, 
For  sothe,  as  I  yow  telle  may, 
'        Sir  Thopas  wolde  oat  ryde  ;  1940 

He  worth  upon  his  stede  gray,  (40) 

And  in  his  honde  a  laoncegay, 
A  long  swerd  by  his  ^yde. 

He  priketh  thurgh  a  fidr  forest, 
Ther-inne  is  many  a  wilde  best,  1945 

Te,  bothe  bokke  and  hare  ; 
And,  as  he  priketh  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  him  hadde  almest 

Bitid  a  soiy  care.  1949 

Ther  springen  herbes  grete  and  smale. 
The  lyoozys  and  cetewale,  (50) 

And  many  a  oIowe-giloAre ; 
And  notemnge  to  pntte  in  ale, 
"Whether  it  be  moyste  or  stale, 
i        Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre.  1955 

The  briddes  singe,  it  is  no  nay, 
The  sparhank  and  the  papcusy, 

That  joye  it  was  to  here ; 
The  thmstelook  made  eek  his  lay. 
The  wodedowve  upon  the  spray  1960 

She  sang  ftil  londe  and  olere.  (60) 

Sir  Thopas  fil  in  love-longinge 
J      Al  whan  he  herde  the  thmstel  singe, 

And  priked  as  he  were  wood : 
His  fiiire  stede  in  his  prikinge  1965 

So  swatte  that  men  mighte  him  wxinge, 

His  sydes  were  al  blood. 

Sir  Thopas  eek  so  wery  was 
For  prikinge  on  the  softs  gras, 

So  fiers  was  his  corage,  1970 

That  donn  he  l^de  him  in  that  plas  (70) 
To  make  his  stede  som  solas, 

And  yaf  him  good  forage. 


*  O  seinte  Marie,  hen*cUe  ! 
What  eyleth  this  love  at  me 
To  binde  me  so  sore  ? 


«975 


Me  dremed  al  this  night,  pardee, 
An  elf-qneen  shal  my  lemman  be, 
And  slope  under  my  gore. 

An  elf-qneen  wol  I  love,  y-wis,  1980 

For  in  this  world  no  womman  is  (80) 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  [T.  13723 

In  toons ;  [T.  13733 

Alle  othere  wommen  I  forsake,  [T.  13733 

And  to  an  elf-qneen  I  me  take  19815 

By  dale  and  eek  by  doone ! ' 

In-to  his  sadel  he  olamb  anoon, 
And  priketh  over  style  and  stoon 

An  elf-queen  for  t'espye, 
TU  he  so  longe  had  riden  and  goon    199U 
That  he  fond,  in  a  privee  woon,  (90) 

The  oontree  of  Faiiye  [T.  13731 

Sowilde;  [T.  13734 

For  in  that  oontree  was  ther  noon 
fThat  to  him  dorste  ryde  or  goon,      19^5 

Neither  wyf  ne  childe. 

TU  that  ther  cam  a  greet  geaunt, 
His  name  was  sir  Oli&nnt, 

A  periloiis  man  of  dede ; 
He  seyde,  *  chUd,  by  Termagaunt,      3000 
Bat-xf  thoa  prike  oat  of  myn  haunt,  (100) 

Anon  I  slee  thy  stede  [T.  13743 

With  mace.       [T.  13743 
Heer  is  the  queen  of  Fi^firye, 
With  harpe  andpype  and  simphonye  3005 

Dwelling  in  this  place.' 

The  child  seyde,  *  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  mete  thee 

Whan  I  have  msm  armoure ; 
And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay ^  3010 

That  thou  shalt  with  this  laoncegay  (no) 

Abyen  it  Ail  soure ;  [T.  13753 

Thymawe  [T.  13753 

Shal  I  peroen,  if  I  may, 
Er  it  be  ftilly  pryme  of  diqr,  3015 

For  heer  thou  shalt  be  slawa' 

Sir  Thopas  drow  abak  ftd  fiute ; 
This  geaunt  at  him  stones  caste 

Out  of  a  fel  staf-^linge; 
But  fidre  escapeth  child  Thopas,         3030 
And  al  it  was  thurgh  goddes  gras,      (130) 

And  thurgh  his  fiur  beringe. 
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Yet  listeth,  lordes,  to  my  tale 
Herier  than  the  nightingale, 

For  now  I  wol  yow  ronne  aoas 

How  sir  Thopas  with  sydes  smale, 
Priking  over  hil  and  dale, 

la  oome  agayn  to  tonne. 

Hi«  merie  men  oomanded  he 

To  make  him  bothe  game  and  glee,     3030 

For  nedes  moste  he  fighte  (130) 

With  a  geaont  with  hevedes  three, 
For  paramour  and  jolitee 

Of  oon  that  shoon  fuX  brighte. 

<  Do  come,'  he  seyde,  *  my  minBtrales,  3Q35 
And  gestonrs,  for  to  tellen  tales 

Anon  in  myn  arminge ; 
Of  romances  that  been  royales^ 
Of  popes  and  of  oardinales, 

And  eek  of  love-lykinge.'  3040 

They  fette  him  first  the  swete  wyn,   (140) 
And  mede  eek  in  a  maselyn, 

And  Toyal  spioerye 
Of  gingebreed  that  was  M  fyn, 
And  lyooxys,  and  eek  comyn,  2045 

With  sogre  that  is  so  trye. 

He  dide  next  his  whyie  lere 
Of  olooth  of  lake  fyn  and  dere 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte  ,* 
And  next  his  shert«  an  aketoun,         3050 
And  over  that  an  habergeonn  (150) 

For  pereinge  of  his  herte ; 

And  over  that  a  fyn  hanberk. 
Was  al  y-wroght  of  Jewes  werk, 

Ful  strong  it  was  of  plate ;  »>55 

•And  over  that  his  oote-armour 
As  whyt  as  is  a  lily-floor. 

In  which  he  wol  debate. 

His  sheeld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 

And  ther-in  was  a  bores  heed,  ao6o 

A  oharboole  bi^de ;  (160) 

And  there  he  swoor,  on  ale  and  breed. 
How  that  *  the  geaont  shal  be  deed, 

Bityde  what  bityde ! ' 


His  jambeoz  were  of  qoirboilly, 
His  swerdes  shethe  of  jrvory. 
His  helm  of  laUm  bright ; 


2065 


His  sadel  was  of  rewel-boon, 
His  brydel  as  the  sonne  shoon, 
Or  as  the  mone  lights 


iojo 


His  spere  was  of  fyn  oiprees,  (170) 

That  bodeth  werre,  and  no-thing  pees. 

The  heed  Ail  sharpe  y-groonde ; 
His  stede  was  al  dappel-gray. 
It  gooth  an  ambel  in  the  way  3075 

Fol  softely  and  roonde  [T.  13815 

In  londe.     [T.  13815 
Lo,  lordes  myne,  heer  is  a  fit ! 
If  ye  wol  any  more  of  it, 

To  telle  it  wol  I  fonde.  2080 


[Z%s  Second  Fit] 

Now  hold  yoor  mooth,  par  cJutrUee^  (180) 
Bothe  knight  and  lady  free, 

And  herkneth  to  my  spelle ; 
Of  bataille  and  of  chivalry. 
And  of  lady es  love-drory  ao^ 

Anon  I  wol  jrow  teUe. 

Men  speke  of  romances  of  prys. 
Of  Horn  child  and  of  Ypotjw, 

Of  Bevis  and  sir  Gy , 
Of  sir  Xibeoz  and  Pleyn-damoor ;  ^    3090 
Bat  sir  Thopas,  he  bereth  the  floor    (190) 

Of  royal  diivalry. 


His  gode  stede  al  he  bistrood, 
And  forth  opon  his  wey  he  glood 

As  sparkle  oot  of  the  bronde ; 
Up-on  his  crest  he  bar  a  tour. 
And  ther-in  stiked  a  lily-floor, 

Gk>d  shilde  his  oors  fro  shonde ! 

And  for  he  was  a  knight  aontroos, 
He  nolde  slepen  in  non  hoos, 

Bot  liggen  in  his  hode ; 
His  brighte  helm  was  his  wonger, 
And  by  him  baiteth  his  deztier 

Of  herbes  fyne  tuid  gode. 


»9S 


3 100 

(300) 


Him-self  drank  water  of  the  wel,  3105 
As  did  the  knight  sir  Percivd, 

So  worthy  under  wede, 

Til  on  a  day ( J07) 


Here  the  Host  stinteth  Chaucer  of  his  Tale  of  Thopas. 
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PROLOGUE   TO    MELIBEUS. 


*  No  more  of  this,  for  goddet  dignitee,* 
Qaod  onre  hoste, '  for  thoa  makest  me  ai  10 
80  weiy  of  thy  verray  lewednesoe 
That,  also  wisly  god  my  sonle  blesse, 
Myn  eres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche ; 
Now  swiche  a  rym  ihe  devel  I  biteche ! 
This  may  wel  be  rym  dogerel,*  quod  he. 

*  Why  so?'  quod  I,  *"why  wiltowlette  me 
More  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 

Sin  that  it  is  the  beste  rym  I  can  ?  *     (10) 
*By  god,'  quod  he,  *for  pleynly,  at 

a  word, 
Thy  drasty  ryming  is  nat  worth  a  tord ; 
Thou  doost  nought  elles  but  despendest 

tyme,  atu 

Sir,  at    o  word,  thou  shalt  no  longer 

ryme. 
Lat  see  wher  thou  canst  tellen  aught  in 

geste, 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  leste 
In  which  ther  be  som  mlrthe  or  som 

doctryne,*  212$ 

*  Gladly,'  quod  I,  *by  goddes  swete  pyne, 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  litel  thing  in  prose. 
That  oghte  lyken  yow,  as  I  suppose,    {20) 
Or  elles,  certes,  ye  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  yertuous,  2150 
Al  be  it  told  som-tyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondry  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


As  thus;  ye  woot  that  every  evangelist, 
That  telleth  us  the  peyne  of  Jesu  Crist, 
Ne  saith  nat  al  thing  as  his  felaw  dooth. 
But  natheles,  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth,  2i$6 
And  alle  aoorden  as  in  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  telling  difference.     ( jo) 
For  somme  of  hem  seyn  more,  and  somme 

lease. 
Whan  they  his  pitous  passioun  eapresse ; 
I  mene  of  Mark  [and]  Mathew,  Luk  and 

John ;  2141 

But  doutelees  hir  sentence  is  al  oon. 
Therfor,  lordinges  alle,  I  yow  biseche. 
If  that  ye  thinke  I  varie  as  in  my  speche. 
As  thus,  thogh  that  I  telle  som-what  more 
Of  proverbes,  than  ye  han  herd  bifore, 
Comprehended  in  this  litel  tretis  here, 
To  enforce  with  the  th^effect  of  my  matere. 
And  thogh  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye  (41) 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat ;  for,  as  in  my  sentence. 
Ye  shul  not  fynden  moche  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretis  lyte 
After  the  which  this  mery  tale  I  wxyte. 
And  therfor  herkneth  what  that  I  shal 

seye,  2155 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.'  (48) 

EapUcU, 


THE   TALE    OF   MELIBEUS. 


Here  blglnneth  Chaucera  Tale  of  Hellbee. 


§  1.  A  jrong  man  called  Melibeus, 
mighty  and  riohe,  bigat  up-on  his  wyf 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter 
which  that  called  was  Sophie./ 

§  2.  Upon  a  day  bifel,  that  he  for  his 
desport  is  went  in4o  the  feeldes  him  to 
pleye.  /    His  wyf  and  eek  his  doghter 


hath  he  left  in  with  his  hous,  of  which  the 
dores  weren  fast  y-shette.  /  Three  of  his 
olde  foos  han  it  espyed,  and  setten  laddres 
to  the  walles  of  his  hous,  and  by  the 
windowes  been  entred,  /  and  betten  his  2160 
wyf,  and  wounded  his  doghter  with  fyve 
mortal  woundes  in  fyve  sondiy  places ;  / 
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this  is  to  seyn,  in  hir  feet,  in  hir  handes, 
in  hir  eres,  in  hir  nose,  and  in  hir  month ; 
and  leften  hix  for  deed,  and  wenten 
awey.  / 

§  8.  Whan  Melibens  retoumed  was  in- 
to his  hons,  and  sangh  al  this  mesohief, 
he,  lyk  a  mad  man,  rendinge  his  clothes, 
gan  to  wepe  and  crye.  / 

§  4.  Prudenoe  his  -wyf,  as  ferforth  as 
she  doxste,  bisoghte  him  of  his  weping  for 
to  stinte ; ./  but  nat  for-thy  he  gan  to 

9165  crye  and  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more.  / 
§  5.  This  noble  vryf  Prudence  remem- 
bered hir  upon  the  sentence  of  Ovide,  in 
his  book  that  deped  is  The  Bemedie  of 
Love,  wher-as  he  seith ;  /  '  he  is  a  fool 
that  destonrbeth  the  moder  to  wepen  in 
the  deeth  of  hir  child,  til  she  have  -wept 
hir  fille,  as  for  a  certein  tyme ;  /  and 
thanne  shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with 
amiable  wordes  hir  to  reconforte,  and 
preyen  hir  of  hir  weping  for  to  stinte.'  / 
For  which  resoun  this  noble  wyf  Fradence 
Boffred  hir  honsbond  for  to  wepe  and  crye 
as  for  a  certein  space  ;  /  and  whan  she 
sangh  hir  tyme,  she  seyde  him  in  this 
wyse.     'Alias,  my  lord,'  quod  she,  'why 

2iyo  make  ye  your-self  for  to  be  lyk  a  fool?  / 
For  sothe,  it  aperteneth  nat  to  a  wys 
man,  to  maken  swiche  a  sorwe.  /  Yonr 
doghter,  with  the  grace  of  god,  shal 
warisshe  and  escape.  /  And  al  were  it  so 
that  she  right  now  were  deed,  ye  ne  oghte 
nat  as  for  hir  deeth  yonr-self  to  destroye./ 
Senek  seith :  "  the  wise  man  shal  nat 
take  to  greet  disoonfort  for  the  deeth  of 
his  children,  /  bat  oertes  he  sholde  soffiren 
it  in  pacienoe,  as  wel  as  he  abydeth  the 

2175  deeth  of  his  owene  propre  persone."  *  / 

§  6.  This  Melibens  answerde  anon  and 
seyde, » What  man,'  quod  he,  *  sholde  of 
his  weping  stinte,  that  hath  so  greet 
a  cause  for  to  wepe  ?  /  Jesu  Crist,  our 
lord,  him-self  wepte  for  the  deeth  of 
Lasfiuroshisfreend.'/  Prudence  answerde, 
'  Certes,  wel  I  woot,  attempree  weping  is 
no-thing  defended  to  him  that  sorweftd 
is,  amonges  folk  in  lorwe,  but  it  is  xather 
graunted  him  to  wepe.  /  The  Apostle 
Paul  un-to  the  Bomayns  wzyteth,  "  man 
shal  rejoyse  with  hem  that  maken  joye. 


and  wepen  with  swich  folk  as  wepen."  / 
But  thogh  attempree  weping  be  y- 
graunted,  outrageous  weping  oertes  is 
defended.  /  Mesure  of  weping  sholde  be  3180 
considered,  afber  the  lore  that  techeth  us 
Senek.  /  "  Whan  that  thy  freend  is 
deed,"  quod  he,  "  lat  nat  thyne  eyen  to 
moyste  been  of  teres,  ne  to  muche  drye ; 
althogh  the  teres  come  to  thyne  eyen,  lat 
hem  nat  falle."/  And  whan  thou  hast 
for-goon  thy  &eend,  do  diligence  to  gete 
another  freend  ;  and  this  is  more  wysdom 
than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which 
that  thou  hast  lorn ;  for  ther-inne  is  no 
bote.  /  And  therfore,  if  ye  goveme  yow 
by  sapience,  put  awey  sorwe  out  of  your 
herte./  Bemembre  yow  that  Jesus  Sj^rak 
seith  :  "  a  man  that  is  joyous  and  glad  in 
herte,  it  him  conserveth  florisshing  in  his 
age ;  but  soothly  sorweful  herte  maketh 
his  bones  drye."  /  He  seith  eek  thus :  318^ 
"that  sorwe  in  herte  sleeth  ftil  many 
a  man."  /  Salomon  seith :  "  that,  right 
as  motthes  in  the  shepes  flees  anoyeth  to 
the  clothes,  and  the  smale  wormes  to  the 
tree,  right  so  anoyeth  sorwe  to  the 
herte."  /  Wherfore  us  oghte,  as  wel  in 
the  deeth  of  our  children  as  in  the  losse 
of  our  goodes  temporels,  have  pacience.  / 

§  7.  Bemembre  yow  up-on  the  pacient 
Job,  whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children  and 
his  temporel  substance,  and  in  his  body 
endured  and  receyved  ful  many  a  grevous 
tribulacioun  ;  yet  seyde  he  thus :  /  "  our 
lord  hath  yeven  it  me,  our  lord  hath 
birafb  it  me ;  right  as  our  lord  hath  wold, 
right  so  it  is  doon ;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  our  lord." '  /  To  thise  foreseide  thinges  3190 
answerde  Melibeus  un-to  his  wyf  Pru- 
dence :  '  Alle  thy  wordes,'  quod  he,  'been 
sothe,  and  ther-to  profitable ;  but  trewely 
myn  herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe  so 
grevously,  that  I  noot  what  to  done.'/ 
*  Lat  calle,'  quod  Prudence,  '  thy  trewe 
£reendes  alle,  and  thy  linage  whiche  that 
been  wyse ;  telleth  your  oas,  and  herkneth 
what  th^  seye  in  oonseiling,  and  yow 
goveme  after  hir  sentence.  /  Salomon 
seith :  "  werk  alle  thy  thinges  hy  conseil, 
and  thou  shalt  never  repente." '  / 

§  8.  Thanne,  by  the  conseil  of  his  wyf 
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so? 


Pmdfinoe,  this  Melibens  leet  callen  a  cn^eet 
oongregaoioun  of  folk;  /  as  snrgiens, 
pbisioiens,  olde  folk  and  yonge,  and 
somme  of  hise  olde  enemys  reoonsiled  as 
by  hir  semblannt  to  his  love  and  in-to  his 

3195  grace ;  /  and  ther-with-al  ther  comen 
somme  of  hise  neighebores  that  diden 
him  reverence  more  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happeth  ofle.  /  Ther  comen 
also  tal  many  subtile  flatereres,  and  wyse 
advocats  lemed  in  the  lawe.  / 

§  9.  And  whan  this  folk  togidre  as- 
sembled weren,  this  Melibeos  in  sorweftd 
iryse  shewed  hem  his  oas ;  /  and  by  the 
manere  of  his  speohe  it  semed  that  in 
herte  he  bar  a  omel  ire,  redy  to  doon 
vengeannoe  ap-on  hise  foos,  and  sodejrnly 
desired  that  the  werre  sholde  biginne ;  / 
but  nathelees  yet  axed  he  hir  oonseil  upon 

aaoo  this  matere.  /  A  sorgien,  by  licenoe  and 
assent  of  swiehe  as  weren  wyse,  np  rocs 
and  nn-to  Helibens  seyde  as  ye  may 
here.  / 

§  10.  *  Sir,'  quod  he,  *  as  to  ns  sorgiens 
aperteneth,  that  we  do  to  every  wight  the 
beste  that  we  can,  whereas  we  been  ¥rith- 
holde,  and  to  onr  pchcients  that  we  do  no 
damage;  /  wherfore  it  happeth,  many 
tyme  and  ofte,  that  whan  twey  men  han 
everich  woonded  other,  oon  same  snrgien 
heleth  hem  bothe ;  /  wherefore  nn-to  our 
art  it  is  nat  i>ertinent  to  norice  werre,  ne 
parties  to  snpporte.  /  Bnt  certes,  as  to 
the  warisshinge  of  your  doghter,  al-be-it 
so  that  she  perilously  be  wounded,  we 
shullen  do  so  ententif  bislnesse  fro  day 
to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of  god  she 
shal  be  hool  and  sound  as  lone  as  is 

asojLpossible.' /  Almost  right  in  the  same 
wyse  the  phisiciens  answerden,  save  that 
they  seyden  a  fewe  wordes  more :  /  *That, 
right  as  xnaladyes  been  cured  by  hir 
contraries,  right  so  shul  men  warisshe 
werre  by  vengeaunoe.  *  /  His  neighebores, 
fol  of  envye,  his  feyned  freendes  that 
feemeden  reoonsiled,  and  his  flatereres,  / 
snaden  semblant  of  weping,  and  em- 
peireden  and  agreggeden  muohel  of  this 
matere,  in  preising  greetly  Helibee  of 
might,  of  power,  of  riohesse,  and  of 
freendea^  despjrsinge  the  power  of  his 


adversaries,  /  and  seiden  outrely  that  he 
anon  sholde  wreken  him  on  his  loos  and 
biginne  werre.  /  2210 

§  11.  Up  roos  thanne  an  advocat  that 
was  wys,  by  leve  and  by  conseil  of  othere 
that  were  wyse,  and  seyde :  / '  Lordinges, 
the  nede  for  which  we  been  assembled  in 
this  place  is  a  Ail  hevy  thing  and  an 
heigh  matere,  /  by-cause  of  the  wrong 
and  of  the  wikkednesse  that  hath  be 
doon,  and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete 
damages  that  in  tyme  oominge  been 
possible  to  fallen  for  this  same  cause ;  / 
and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete  richesse 
and  power  of  the  parties  bothe ;  /  for  the 
whiche  resouns  it  were  a  fnl  greet  peril 
to  erren  in  this  matere.  /  "Wherfore,  aai5 
Melibeus,  this  is  our  sentence :  we  con- 
seille  yow  aboven  alle  thing,  that  right 
anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in  kepinge  of 
thy  propre  persone,  in  swioh  a  wyse  that 
thou  ne  wante  noon  espye  ne  wacchc,  thy 
body  for  to  save.  /  And  after  that  we 
conseille,  that  in  thyn  hous  thou  sette 
sufflsant  gamisoun,  so  that  they  may  as 
wel  thy  body  as  ihyn  hous  defende.  / 
But  oertes,  for  to  moeve  werre,  or  so- 
deynly  for  to  doon  vengeaunoe,  we  may 
nat  demen  in  so  litel  tyme  that  it  were 
profitable.  /  Wherfore  we  axen  leyser 
and  espaoe  to  have  deliberacioun  in  this 
oastodeme./  For  the  commune  proverbe 
seith  thus :  "  he  that  sons  demeth,  sone 
shal  ivpente.**  /  And  eek  men  seyn  that  2220 
thilke  juge  is  wys,  that  sone  under- 
stondeth  a  matere  and  juggeth  by  leyser.  / 
For  al-be-it  so  that  alle  twying  be 
anoyfhl,  algates  it  is  nat  to  ropreve  in 
yevinge  of  jugement,  ne  in  vengeance- 
taking,  whan  it  is  sufiSsant  and  reson- 
able.  /  And  that  shewed  our  lord  Jesu 
Grist  by  ensample;  for  whan  that  the 
womman  that  was  taken  in  avoutrie  was 
broght  in  his  presence,  to  knowen  what 
sholde  be  doon  with  hir  persone,  al-be-it 
so  that  he  wiste  wel  hlm-self  what  that 
he  wcdde  answere,  yet  ne  wolde  he  nat 
answere  sodeynly,  but  he  wolde  have 
deliberaoioun,  and  in  the  ground  he 
wroot  twyes.  /  And  by  thise  causes  we 
axen  deliberacioun,  and  we  shal  thanuc, 
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by  the  grace  of  god,  oonseille  thee  thing 
that  shal  be  profitable.'/ 

§  12.  Up  stirten  thaxme  the  yonge  folk 
at-oneo,  and  the  moste  partie  of  that 
oompanye  han,  soomed  the  olde  "wyse 
men,  and  bigonnen  to  make  noyse,  and 

922$  seyden :  that,  /  right  so  as  whyl  that  iron 
is  hoot,  men  sholden  smyte,  right  so,  men 
sholde  "wreken  hir  "wronges  whyle  that 
th^  been  firesshe  and  newe ;  and  with 
load  voys  they  ciyden,  *  werre !  werre !  */ 
Up  root  tho  oon  of  thise  olde  yrya^  and 
with  his  hand  made  contenannce  that 
men  sholde  holden  hem  sUlle  and  yeven 
him  aadiencew  /  '  Lordingee,'  quod  he, 
*ther  is  fol  many  a  man  that  cryeth 
"werre!  werre!"  that woot fill litel what 
werre  amonnteth.  /  Werre  at  his  bi- 
ginning  hath  so  greet  an  entree  and  so 
large,  that  every  wight  may  entre  whan 
him  lyketh,  and  lightly  finde  werre.  / 
Bat,  certes,  what  ende  that  shal  ther-of 

Mjo  bifalle,  it  is  nat  light  to  knowe.  /  For 
sothly,  whan  that  werre  is  ones  bigonne, 
ther  is  fol  many  a  ohild  onbom  of  his 
moder,  that  shal  sterve  yong  by-canse  of 
that  like  werre,  or  elles  live  in  sorwe  and 
dye  in  wreochednesse.  /  And  ther-fore, 
er  that  any  werre  biginne,  men  moste 
have  greet  conseil  and  greet  delibera- 
oioan.'/  And  whan  this  olde  man  wende 
to  enforoen  his  tale  by  resons,  wel  ny 
alle  at-ones  bigonne  they  to  ryse  for  to 
breken  his  tale,  and  beden  him  tal  oAe 
his  wordes  for  to  abregge.  /  Forsoothly, 
he  that  preoheth  to  hem  that  listen  nat 
heron  his  wordes,  his  sermon  hem 
anoyeth.  /  For  Jesas  Synk  seith  :  that 
« masik  in  wepinge  is  anoyoos  thing  * ; 
this  is  to  seyn:  as  mache  availleth 
to  speken  bifore  £olk  to  whiche  his 
speche     anoyeth,    as   dooth    to    singe 

2^55  bifom  him  that  wepeth.  /  And  whan 
this  wyse  man  saogh  that  him  wanted 
aadience,  al  shame&st  he  sette  him  doan 
agayn./  For  Salomon  seith:  *ther-a8 
thoa  ne  mayst  have  noon  aadience, 
enforce  thee  nat  to  speke.'/  *  I  see  wel,' 
qaod  this  wyse  man,  *  that  the  oommone 
proverbe  is  sooth;  that  "good  oonseil 
wanteth  whan  it  is  most  node." '/ 


§  13.  Tet  hadde  this  HeUbeos  in  his 
oonseil  many  folk,  that  prively  in  his  ere 
oonseiUed  him  oerteyn  thing,  and  oon- 
seilled  him  the  oontrarie  in  general 
aadience.  / 

Whan  HeUbeas  hadde  herd  that  the 
gretteste  partie  of  his  oonseil  weren 
accorded  that  he  sholde  maken  werre, 
anoon  he  consented  to  hir  oonseilling, 
and  ftallyaffermed  hir  sentence.  /  Thanne  2240 
dame  Pradence,  whan  that  she  saogh  how 
that  hir  honsbonde  shoop  him  for  to 
wreken  him  on  his  foos,  and  to  biginne 
werre,  she  in  fVil  hamble  wyse,  when  she 
saogh  hir  tyme,  seide  him  thise  wordes :/ 

*  Ky  lord,'  qood  she,  *  I  yow  biseche  as 
hertely  as  I  dar  and  can,  ne  haste  yow 
nat  to  flMrte,  and  for  alle  goerdons  as 
yeveth  me  aadience.  /  For  Piers  Alfonca 
seith :  "  who4o  that  dooth  to  that  other 
good  or  harm,  haste  thee  nat  to  qoyten 
it ;  for  in  this  wyse  thy  fireend  wol  abyde, 
and  thyn  enemy  shal  the  lenger  live  in 
drede."  /  The  proverbe  seith :  "he  hasteth 
wel  that  wysely  can  abyde";  and  in 
wlkked  haste  is  no  profit.'/ 

§  li.  This  Helibee  answerde  on-to  his 
wyf  Pradence  t  *  I  porpose  nat,'  qood  he, 

*  to  werke  by  thy  conseil,  for  many  caoses 
and  resoons.  For  certes  evezy  wight 
wolde  holde  me  thanne  a  fool ;  /  this  is  »H5 
to  seyn,  if  I,  for  thy  oonseilling,  wolde 
chaongen  thinges  Uiat  been  oxdejrned 
and  afliermed  by  so  manye  wjrse./ 
Secoondly  I  seye,  that  aUe  wommen  been 
wikke  and  noon  good  of  hem  alle.  For 
"of  a  thoosand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 

"  I  fond  a  good  man :  bat  certes,  of  aUe 
wommen,  good  womman  fond  I  never."/ 
And  also  certes,  if  I  governed  me  by  thy 
conseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde  yeve 
to  thee  over  me  the  maistrie ;  and  god 
forbede  that  it  so  were.  /  For  Jesos 
Syrak  seith;  "that  if  the  wyf  have 
maistrie,  she  is  contrarioas  to  hir  hoos- 
bonde."  /  And  Salomon  seith :  "  never 
in  thy  lyf,  to  thy  wyi;  ne  to  thy  child,  ne 
to  thy  f^nd,  ne  yeve  no  power  over  Uiy« 
sel£  For  bettre  it  were  that  thy  children 
aske  of  thy  persone  thinges  that  hem 
nedeth,  than  thoa  see  thy-self  in  tha 
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aago  handM  of  thy  children. "/  And  also,  if 
I  wolde  "werke  by  thy  oonseilling,  cartel 
my  conjftilling  mocte  aom  tyma  be  seoree, 
til  it  were  tyme  that  it  moete  be  knowe ; 
and  this  ne  may  noght  be.  /  [f  For  it  ii 
writen,  that  '*  the  janglerie  of  wommen 
can  hyden  thinges  that  they  witen 
noght.'*  /  Furthermore,  the  philoeqphre 
seith,  *'  in  wikked  oonseil  wommen  ven- 
qniffhemen";  and  for  thise  reaonns  I  ne 
ow  nat  men  thy  conMiL*]  / 

§  16.  Whanno  dame  Prodenoe,  fVil 
debonairly  and  with  greet  paoienoe, 
hadde  herd  al  that  hir  honsbonde  lyked 
for  to  seye,  thanne  axed « she  of  him 
licence  for  to  ipeke,  and  seyde  in  this 
wyse.  /  '  My  lord,'  quod  she,  *  as  to  yonr 
firste  resonn,  oertes  it  may  lightly  been 
answered.  For  I  s^ye,  that  it  is  no  folic 
to  channge  consttl  whan  the  thing  is 
chaonged;    or   elles   whan    the   thing 

^SS  someth  otherweyea  than  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  more-over  I  s^e,  that  though  ye  han 
sworn  and  bihight  to  perfonme  yoor 
emprise,  and  natheleet  ye  w^yve  to  per- 
foiime  thilke  same  emprise  by  jnste 
oanse,  men  shdlde  nat  seyn  therefore  that 
ye  were  a  Iyer  ne  forsworn.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  **  the  wyse  man  maketh 
no  losing  whan  he  tnmeth  his  corage  to 
the  bettre."  /  And  al-be-it  so  that  your 
emprise  be  establissed  and  ordcyned  by 
greet  mnltitnde  of  folk,  jret  thar  ye  nat 
accomplice  thilke  same  ordinannce  bat 
yow  lyke.  /  For  the  tronthe  of  thinges 
and  the  profit  been  rather  fonnden  in 
fewe  folk  that  been  wyse  and  fxd  o£ 
resonn,  than  by  greet  mnltitnde  of  folk, 
ther  every  man  cryeth  and  datereth  what 
that  him  lyketh.  Soothly  swich  mnlti- 
tnde  is  nat  honesta.  /  As  to  the  seconde 
resonn,  where-as  ye  seyn  that  "alle 
wommen  been  wikke,"  save  your  grace, 
cartes  ye  despysen  alle  wommen  in  this 
wyse;  and  **he  that  alia  despyseth  alle 

m6o  displeseth,**  as  seith  the  book.  /  And 
Senek  seith  that  '^who-so  wole  have 
Silence,  shal  no  man  diq^reise ;  but  he 
shal  gladly  teohen  the  science  that  he 
can,  with-Kmten  presompdonn  or  piyde.  / 
And  swiche  thinges  as  he  nought  ne  can, 


he  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  leme  hem 
and  enqnere  of  lasse  folk  than  him-aeHf," / 
And  sir,  that  ther  hath  been  many 
a  good  womman,  may  lightly  be  proved./ 
For  certes,  sir,  onr  lord  Jesn  Crist  wolde 
never  have  descended  to  be  bom  of 
a  wonmian,  if  alle  wommen  hadden  ben 
wikke./  And  after  that,  for  the  grete 
bonntae  that  is  in  wommen,  onr  lord  Jesn 
Crist,  whan  he  was  risen  fVo  deeth  to 
lyve,  iq;>peered  rather  to  a  womman  than 
to  his  apostles.  /  And  though  that  2265 
Salomon  seith,  that  '*he  ne  fond  never 
womman  good,**  it  folweth  nat  therfore 
that  alle  wommen  ben  wikke.  /  For 
though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good  womman, 
certes,  fuX  many  another  man  hath 
fonnden  many  a  womman  M  good  and 
trewe.  /  Or  elles  per-aventnre  the  en- 
tente of  Salomon  was  this ;  that,  as  in 
soverayn  bonntee,  he  fond  no  womman ;  / 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  sovereyn  bonntae  save  god  allone; 
as  he  him-self  recordath  in  his  Evann- 
gelie.  /  For  ther  nis  no  creature  so  good 
that  him  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfiBcoionn  of  god,  that  is  his  maker.  /  a^^o 
Tour  thridde  resonn  is  this :  ye  seyn  that 
"if  3re  governa  yow  by  my  conseil,  it 
shdda  same  that  ya  hadde  yeve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordahipe  over  your 
persone."/  Sir,  save  your  grace,  it  is  nat 
sa  For  if  it  were  so,  that  no  man  sholde 
be  conseiUed  bat  only  of  hem  that  hadden 
lordsMpe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone,  men 
wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofte.  /  For 
soothly,  thilke  man  that  asketh  conseU  of 
a  pnrpos,  yet  hath  he  firee  ohois,  wheither 
he  wole  werke  by  that  conseil  or  noon.  / 
And  as  to  your  fourtha  resoun,  ther  ye 
seyn  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wonmien  hath 
hid  thinges  that  they  woot  noght,**  as 
who  seith,  that  "  a  womman  can  nat  hyde 
that  she  woot  ** ;  /  sir,  thise  wordes  been 
nnderstonde  of  wommen  that  been  jan- 
gleresaes  and  wikked ;  /  of  whiche  wom-  aays 
men,  men  seyn  that  "three  thinges 
dxyT&D.  a  man  out  of  his  hous ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  smoke,  dropping  of  r^yn,  and 
wikked  wyves  ** ;  /  and  of  swiche  wommen 
seith   Salomon,   that   "it   ware    bettre 
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dwello  in  desert,  than  with  a  womxnan 
that  ifl  riotous.*'  /  And  sir,  by  your  leve, 
that  am  nat  I;/  for  ye  han  M  ofte 
assayed  my  grete  silence  and  my  gret 
paoience;  and  eek  how  wel  that  I  can 
hyde  and  hele  thinges  that  men  oghte 
seoreely  to  hyde./  And  soothly,  as  to 
yonr  fifthe  resoan,  wher-as  ye  seyn,  that 
*^ux  wikked  oonseil  wommen  venqnisshe 
men " ;  god  woot,  thilke  resonn  stant 
m8o  here  in  no  stede.  /  For  onderstond  now, 
ye  asken  oonseil  to  do  wiklcednesse ;  /  and 
if  ye  wole  werken  wikkednesse,  and  3ronT 
wyf  restreyneth  thilke  wikked  pnrpos, 
and  overoometh  yow  by  resonn  and  l^ 
good  oonseil ;  /  certes,  yonr  wyf  oghte 
rather  to  be  preised  than  y-blamed./ 
Thns  sholde  ye  nnderstonde  the  philo- 
sophre  that  seith,  "in  wikked  oonseil 
wommen  venqnisshen  hir  hoosbondes.*'  / 
And  ther-as  ye  blamen  alle  wommen  and 
hir  resonns,  I  shal  shewe  yow  by  manye 
ensamples  that  many  a  womman  hath 
ben  fal  good,  and  yet  been;  and  hir 
2285  conseils  ftd  hoolsome  and  profitable.  / 
Eek  som  men  han  seyd,  that  **  the  oon- 
seillinge  of  wommen  is  onther  to  dere,  or 
eUes  to  litel  of  prys."  /  Bnt  al-be-it  so, 
that  ftd  many  a  womman  is  badde,  and 
hir  oonseil  vile  and  noght  worth,  yet  han 
men  fonnde  ftil  many  a  good  womman, 
and  ftal  discrete  and  wise  in  conseillinge./ 
Lo,  Jacob,  by  good  conseil  of  his  moder 
Bebekka,  wan  the  benisoan  of  Ysaak  his 
&der,  and  the  lordshipe  over  alle  his 
bretheren.  /  Jndith,  by  hir  good  oonseil, 
delivered  the  oitee  of  Bethnlie,  in  which 
she  dwelled,  oat  of  the  handes  of  Olo- 
femns,  that  hadde  it  biseged  and  wolde 
have  al  destroyed  it.  /  Abigail  delivered 
Nabal  hir  honsbonde  firo  David  the  king, 
that  wolde  have  slayn  him,  and  apaysed 
the  ire  of  the  king  by  hir  wit  and  by  hir 
M90  good  oonseilling.  /  Hester  by  hir  good 
oonseil  enhannced  greetly  the  peple  of 
god  in  the  regno  of  Assaems  the  king.  / 
And  the  same  bonntee  in  good  oonseilling 
of  many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle.  / 
And  moreover,  whaai  oar  lord  hadde  creat 
Adam  oar  foime-fader,  he  seyde  in  this 
wyse :  /  "  it  is  nat  good  to  been  a  man 


allone  ,*  make  we  to  him  an  help  semb* 
lable  to  himself.**  /  Here  may  ye  se  that, 
if  that  wommen  were  nat  goode,  and  hir 
conseils  goode  and  profitable,  /  oar  lord  2295 
god  of  hevene  wolde  never  han  wroght 
hem,  ne  called  hem  help  of  man,  bat 
rather  oonfusloon  of  man./  And  ther 
seyde  ones  a  clerk  in  two  vers :  "  what  ia 
bettre  than  gold  ?  Jaspre.  What  is  bettre 
than  jaspre  ?  Wisdom.  /  And  what  ia 
bettre  than  wisdom?  Womman.  And 
what  is  bettre  than  a  good  wonmum? 
No-thing."  /  And  sir,  by  manye  of  othro 
resons  may  ye  seen,  that  manye  wommen 
been  goode,  and  hir  conseils  goode  and 
profitable.  /  And  therfore  sir,  if  ye  wol 
triste  to  my  oonseil,  I  shal  restore  yow 
yoor  doghter  hool  and  soand.  /  And  eek  2300 
I  wol  do  to  yow  so  mnche,  that  ye  shal 
have  honoor  in  this  caose.'  / 

§  16.  Whan  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
wordes  of  his  wj^  Pradence,  he  seyde 
thas :  /  '  I  see  wel  that  the  word  of 
Salomon  is  sooth ;  he  seith,  that "  wordea 
that  been  spoken  discreetly  by  ordinannce, 
been  honycombes;  for  they  yeven  swet- 
nesse  to  the  scale,  and  hoolsomnetse  to 
the  body."  /  And  wyf,  by-caose  of  thy 
swete  wordes,  and  eek  for  I  have  assayed 
and  preved  thy  grete  sapience  and  thy 
grete  tronthe,  I  wol  goveme  me  by  thy 
oonseil  in  alle  thing.'  / 

§  17.  *  Now  sir,'  qaod  dame  Pradence, 
*  and  sin  ye  voache-saof  to  been  governed 
1^  my  conseil,  I  wol  enforme  yow  how  ye 
shal  goveme  yoar-self  in  chesinge  o£  yoor 
oonseillonrs.  /  Ye  shal  first,  in  alle  yonr  2305 
werkes,  mekdy  biseken  to  the  heighe  god 
that  he  wol  be  yoor  oonseilloar ;  /  and 
shapeth  yow  to  swich  entente,  that  he 
yeve  yow  oonseil  and  oonfort,  as  tanghte 
Thobie  his  sons :  /  "at  alle  t^mes  then 
shalt  blesse  god,  and  praye  him  to  dresse 
thy  weyes";  and  looke  that  alle  thy 
conseils  been  in  him  for  evermore.  /  Seint 
Jame  eek  seith:  "if  any  of  yow  have 
node  of  sapience,  axe  it  of  god."  /  And 
afterward  thanne  shal  ye  taken  oonseil 
in  yoor-eelf^  and  examine  wel  yoor 
thoghtes,  of  swich  thing  as  yow  thinketh 
that  is  best  fi>r  yoar  profit.  /  And  thanne  «3>o 
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shnl  3re  dryre  fro  your  herte  three  thinget 
that  been  oontrarimue  to  good  oonseil,  / 
that  if  to  seyn,  ire,  ooveitiM,  and  hastif- 
nesse./ 

§  la  Firgt,  he  that  azeth  oonseil  of 
him-self,  certes  he  moete  been  with-onten 
ire,  fer  manye  oaoMS.  /  The  flrste  is 
this :  he  that  hath  greet  ire  and  -wratthe 
in  him-self,  he  weneth  alwey  that  he 
may  do  thing  that  he  may  nat  da/  And 
teoonndely,  he  that  is  irons  and  wroth, 

3315  he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme ;  /  and  he  that 
may  nat  wel  deme,  may  nat  "wel  oon- 
seille.  /  The  thridde  is  this ;  that  *'  he 
that  is  irons  and  wrooth/*  as  seith  Senek, 
*' ne  may  nat  spekebnt  he  blame  thinges  V 
and  with  his  vioionse  wordes  he  stireth 
other  folk  to  angre  and  to  ire./  And 
eek  sir,  ye  moste  dryve  ooTeitise  ont  of 
yonr  herte.  /    For  the  apostle  seith,  that 

asao  "  ooveitise  is  rote  of  alle  harmes."  /  And 
trust  wel  that  a  eoreitons  man  ne  can 
noght  deme  ne  thinke,  but  only  to  fnlfille 
the  ende  of  his  coreitise ;  /  and  oertes, 
that  ne  may  never  been  acoompliced; 
for  ever  the  more  habnndannoe  that  he 
hath  of  richesse,  the  more  he  desyreth.  / 
And  sir,  ye  moste  also  dryve  ont  of  yonr 
herte hastifbesse;  for  oertes,  /ye  ne  may 
nat  deme  for  the  beste  a  sodesm  thought 
that  falleth  in  yonre  herte,  bnt  ye  moste 
avyse  yow  on  it  Ail  ofte.  /  For  as  ye 
herde  bifom,  the  commune  proverbe  is 
this,  that  ^he  that  sone  demeth,  sone 

233$  repenteth."  / 

§  19.  Sir,  ye  ne  be  nat  alwey  in  lyke 
disposicioun ;  /for  oertes,  som  thing 
that  somtyme  semeth  to  yow  that  it  is 
good  for  to  do,  another  tyme  it  semeth 
to  yow  the  oontrarie.  / 

§  2a  Whan  ye  han  taken  oonseil  in 
yt>nr-self,  and  han  demed  by  good  delib- 
eraoion  swich  thing  as  yon  semeth  best,  / 
thanne  rede  I  yow,  that  ye  kepe  it 
secree.  /  Biwrey  nat  yonr  oonseil  to  no 
peisone,  bnt-if  so  be  that  ye  wenen  sik- 
erly  that,  thnrgh  your  biwresring,  your 
eondioionn  shal  be  to   yow   the   more 

2$$o  profitable.  /  For  Jesus  Syrak  seith : 
"neither  to  thy  foo  ne  to  thy  freend 
disoovere  nat  thy  secree  ne  thy  folic ;  / 


for  they  wol  yeve  yow  audience  and 
loking  and  supportadoun  in  thy  presence, 
and  soome  thee  in  ihyn  absence.^/ 
Another  clerk  seith,  that "  scarsly  shaltou 
finden  any  persone  that  mi^y  kepe  con* 
seil  seoreely.'*  /  The  book  seith  :  "  whyl 
that  thou  kepest  thy  oonseil  in  thyn 
herte,  thou  kepest  it  in  thy  prisonn:/ 
and  whan  thou  biwreyest  thy  conseil  to 
any  wight,  he  holdeth  thee  in  his 
snare."  /  And  therefore  yow  is  bettre  3535 
to  hyde  yonr  oonseil  in  yonr  herte,  than 
praye  him,  to  whom  ye  han  biwreyed 
yonr  conseil,  that  he  wole  kepen  it  cloos 
and  stiUe.  /  For  Seneca  seith :  "  if  so  be 
tiiat  thou  ne  mayst  nat  thyn  owene  oon<* 
seil  hyde,  how  darstou  prayen  any  other 
wight  thy  oonseil  seoreely  to  kepe?"/ 
But  nathelees,  if  thou  wene  sikerly  that 
the  biwreying  of  thy  conseil  to  a  persone 
wol  make  thy  condicioun  to  stonden  in 
the  bettre  plyt,  thanne  shaltou  tellen 
him  thy  conseil  in  this  wyse.  /  First, 
thon  shalt  make  no  sembUnt  whether 
thee  were  lever  pees  or  werre,  or  this  or 
^that,  ne  shewe  him  nat  thy  wille  and 
thyn  entente;/  for  trust  wel,  that 
oomnnly  thise  oonseiUours  been  flater- 
eres,  /  namely  the  conseillours  of  grete  9340 
lordes;/  for  they  enforoen  hem  alw^ 
rather  to  speken  pleeante  wordes,  endyn* 
inge  to  the  lordes  lust,  than  wordes  that 
been  trewe  or  profitable.  /  And  therfore 
men  seyn,  that  "  the  riche  man  hath  seld 
good  conseil  but-if  he  have  it  of  him- 
sell**  /  And  after  that,  thou  shalt  con- 
sidere  thy  freendes  and  thyne  enemys.  / 
And  as  touohinge  thy  Areendes,  thou  dialt 
oonsidere  whiohe  of  hem  been  most 
feithfol  and  most  wyse,  and  eldest  and 
most  approved  in  oonseilling.  /  And  of  2345 
hem  shalt  thou  aske  thy  conseil,  as  the 
caas  reqnireth.  / 

§  21.  I  seye  that  first  ye  shnl  olepe  to 
your  oonseil  your  fireendes  that  been 
trewe.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that  *'  right 
as  the  herte  of  a  man  delyteth  in  savour 
that  is  sote,  right  so  the  oonseil  of  trewe 
freendes  yeveth  swetenesse  to  the  soula**/ 
He  seith  also:  **ther  may  no-thing  be 
lykned    to   the   trewe   Areend."/     For 
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oertes,  gold  ne  silver  beth  nat  so  mnohe 
2350  worth  as  the  gode  vil  of  a  trewe  fireend.  / 
And  eek  he  seith,  that  "  a  trewe  freend 
is  a  strong  deffense;  who-so  that  it 
findeth,  certes  he  findeth  a  greet  tre- 
sonr/'/  Thanne  shul  ye  eek  oonsidere, 
if  that  your  trewe  fireendes  been  dis- 
crete and  wyse.  For  the  book  seith: 
**  aze  alwey  thy  oonseil  of  hem  that  been 
wyse.**  /  And  by  this  same  resonn  shnl 
ye  clepen  to  your  conseil,  of  your  freendes 
that  been  of  age,  swiohe  as  han  seyn  and 
been  expert  in  manye  thinges,  and  been 
approved  in  oonseillinges.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  **in  olde  men  is  the 
sapience  and  in  longe  tyme  the  pm- 
denoe.**/  And Tollins seith:  thaf'grete 
thinges  ne  been  nat  ay  aocompliced  by 
strengthe,  ne  by  delivemesse  of  body, 
bat  by  good  oonseil,  by  anctoritee  of  per- 
sones,  and  by  science ;  the  whiohe  three 
thinges  ne  been  nat  feble  by  age,  bnt 
certes  they  enforoen  and  encreesen  day 
1355  ^y  day.**  /  And  thanne  shnl  ye  kepe 
this  for  a  general  reule.  First  shnl  ye 
clepen  to  yonr  oonseil  a  fewe  of  your 
Areendes  that  been  especiale ;  /  for  Salo- 
mon seith :  "  manye  freendes  have  thou ; 
bat  among  a  thoasand  chese  thee  oon  to 
be  thy  oonseilloar.'*  /  For  al-be-it  so 
that  Uioa  first  ne  tcJle  thy  conseil  but 
to  a  fewe,  thoa  mayst  afterward  telle  it 
to  mo  folk,  if  it  be  nede.  /  Bat  loke 
alwey  that  thy  oonseilloors  have  thilke 
three  oondioioans  that  I  have  seyd  bifore ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  they  be  trewe,  wyse, 
and  of  old  experience.  /  And  werke  nat 
alwey  in  every  nede  by  oon  coanseilloar 
allone ;  for  somtyme  bihoveth  it  to  been 
9360  oonseilled  by  manye.  /  For  Salomon 
seith :  *'  salvaoioon  of  thinges  is  wher-as 
ther  been  manye  conseillonrs.**  / 

§  22.  Now  sith  that  I  have  told  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  sholde  been  ooonseilled, 
now  wol  I  teche  yow  which  conseil  ye 
oghtetoesohewe./  First  ye  shol  eschewe 
the  conseilling  of  foles ;  for  Salomon  seith : 
**  taak  no  conseil  of  a  fool,  for  he  ne  can 
noght  conseille  bnt  after  his  owene  lost 
and  his  affeccioan.^  /  The  book  seith : 
that  "the  propretee  of  a  fool  is  this ;  he 


troweth  lightly  harm  of  every  wight, 
and  lightly  troweth  alle  boontee  in  him- 
selfl"  /  Thoa  shalt  eek  eschewe  the  con- 
seilling of  alle  flatereres,  swiche  as  en- 
foroen hem  rather  to  preise  year  persone 
by  flaterye  than  for  to  telle  yow  the 
sothiastnesse  of  thinges.  /  9365 

§  28.  Wherfore  Tallias  seith :  "amonges 
alle  the  pestilences  that  been  in  freend- 
shipe,  the  gretteste  is  flaterye.*'  Andther- 
fore  is  it  more  nede  that  thoa  eschewe  and 
drede  flatereres  than  any  other  peple.  / 
Thebookseith:  "  thoa  shalt  rather  drede 
and  flee  fto  the  swete  wordes  of  flateringe 
preiseres,  than  fto  the  egre  wordes  of  thy 
freend  that  seith  thee  thy  sothes."/ 
Salomon  seith,  that  "the  wordes  of  a 
flaterere  is  a  snare  to  caoche  with  inno- 
cents."/ He  seith  also,  that  "he  that 
Speketh  to  his  freend  wordes  of  swetnesse 
and  of  plesaonce,  setteth  a  net  bifom 
his  feet  to  cacohe  him."  /  And  therfore 
seith  Tallias :  "  enclyne  nat  thyne  ores  to 
flatereres,  ne  taketh  no  conseil  of  wordes 
of  flaterye."  /  And  Oaton  seith :  "  avyse  2370 
thee  wel,  and  eschewe  the  wordes  of 
swetnesse  and  of  plesaonce."  /  And  eek 
thoa  shalt  eschewe  the  conseilling  of 
thyne  olde  enemys  that  been  reconsiled.  / 
The  book  seith:  that  "no  wight  re- 
toometh  saofly  in-to  the  grace  of  his 
dde  enemy."/  And  Isope  seith:  "ne 
trhst  nat  to  hem  to  whiche  thoa  hast 
had  som-tyme  werre  or  enmitee,  ne  telle 
hem  nat  thy  conseil."/  And  Seneca 
telleth  the  caase  why.  "  It  may  nat  be," 
seith  he,  "that,  where  greet  fyt  hath 
longe  tyme  endared,  that  ther  ne  dwell- 
eth  som  vapoar  of  warmnesse."  /  And  3375 
therfore  seith  Salomon :  "  in  thyn  olde 
foo  trast  never."/  For  sikerly,  thoagh 
thyn  enemy  be  reconsiled  and  maketh 
thee  chere  of  hamilitee,  and  loateth  to 
thee  with  his  heed,  ne  trast  him  never.  / 
For  certes,  he  maketh  thilke  feyned  ha- 
militee more  for  his  profit  than  for  any 
love  of  thy  persone ;  by-caase  that  he 
demeth  to  have  victorie  over  thy  persone 
by  swich  feyned  contenance,  the  which 
victorie  he  mighte  nat  have  by  stryf  or 
werre./  And  Peter  Alfbnce  seith:  "make 
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no  felawshipe  with  thjue  olde  enemys ; 
for  if  thou  do  hem  boimtee,  th^  wol  per- 
irerten  it  in-to  wikkednesM."  /    And  eek 
thon  most  eaohewe  the  oonmilling  of  hem 
that  been  thy  servants,  and  beren  thee 
greet  reverence;    for  peraventnre   they 
3380  seyn  it  more  for  drede  than  for  love.  / 
And  therfore  seith  a  philosophre  in  this 
-wyae :   "  ther  is  no  wight  parfitly  trewe 
to  him  that  ho  to  sore  dredeth."  /    And 
Tollins  seith:    "ther  nis  no  might  so 
greet  of  any  emjieronr,  that  longe  may 
endnre,  hat-if  he  have  more  love  of  the 
peple  than  drede."/     Thou  shalt  also 
esohewe  the  oonseiling  of  folk  that  been 
dronkelewe;  for  they  ne  can  no  conseil 
hyde./     For  Salomon  seith:   "ther  is 
no    pzivetee    ther-as    regneth    dronke- 
nesse."/     Te  shnl  also  han  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  swioh  folk  as  oonseille 
yow  a  thing  priyely,  and  conseille  yow 
2385  the  contrarie  openly.  /    For  Cassidorie 
seith:  that  "it  is  a  maner  sleighte  to 
bindre,  whan  he  sheweth  to  doon  a  thing 
openly  and   werketh   prively  the   con- 
trarie."/ Thou  shalt  also  haye  in  snspeot 
the  conseilling  of  wikked  folk.    For  the 
book  seith :  "  the  conseilling  of  wikked 
folkisalweyMoffrande:"/  And  David 
seith:  "blisftd  is  that  man  that  hath 
nat  folwed  the  oonseilling  of  shrewes."  / 
Thon  shalt  also  esohewe  the  conseilling 
ofyongfolk;  for  hir  conseil  is  nat  lype.  / 
§  24.  Kow  sir,  sith  I  have  shewed  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  shnl  take  your  conseU, 
and  of  which  folk  ye   shnl  fdwe  the 
3390  conseil,  /  now  wol  I  teche  yow  how  ye 
shal  examine  your  conseil,  after  the  doc- 
trine of  Tnllins./    In  the  ezamininge 
thanne  of  your  conseilloor,  3^  shnl  con- 
sidere  manye  thinges.  /    Alderfirst  thon 
shalt  considere,  that  in  thilke  thing  that 
thou  pnrposest,  and  npon  what  thing 
thon   wdt    have   conseil,    that    verray 
tronthe  be  seyd  and  conserved;  this  is 
to  seyn,  telle  trewely  thy  tale.  /    For  he 
that  seith  fals  may  nat  wel  be  conseilled, 
in  that  cas  of  which  he  lyeth.  /    And 
after  this,  thon  shalt  con^dere  the  thinges 
that  ac<»rden  to  that  thou  pnrposest  for 
to  do  by   thy  oonyeilloars,   if  resoon 


aooorde  therto;  /  and  eek,  if  thy  might  2395 
may  atteine  ther-to;  and  If  the  more 
part  and  the  bettre  part  of  thy  con* 
seiUonrs  acorde  ther-to,  or  no.  /  Thanne 
shaltoa  considere  what  thing  shal  folwe 
of  that  conseilling ;  as  hate,  pees,  werre, 
grace,  profit,  or  damage;  and  manye 
othere  thinges./  And  in  alle  thise  thingte 
thon  shalt  ohese  the  beste,  and  weyve 
alio  othere  thinges./  Thanne  shaltow 
considere  of  what  rote  is  engendred  the 
matere  of  thy  conseil,  and  what  froit 
it  may  conceyve  and  engendre.  /  Thon 
shalt  eek  considere  alle  thise  canses,  fro 
whennes  they  been  sprongen.  /  And  3400 
whan  ye  han  examined  yonr  conseil  as 
I  have  seyd,  and  which  partie  is  the 
bettre  and  more  profitable,  and  hast 
approved  it  by  manye  wyse  folk  and 
olde ;  /  thanne  shaltoa  considere,  if  thon 
mayst  parfonme  it  and  maken  of  it  a 
good  ende.  /  For  certes,  resonn  wol  nat 
that  any  man  sholde  biginne  a  thing, 
bnt-if  he  mighte  parfonme  it  as  him 
oghte.  /  Ne  no  wight  sholde  take  np-on 
hjrm  so  hevy  a  charge  that  he  mighte 
nat  here  it  /  For  the  proverbe  seith  : 
"he  that  to  mnohe  embraceth,  distrey- 
neth  liteL"  /  And  Oatonn  seith :  "  assay  2405 
to  do  swich  thing  as  thon  hast  power  to 
doon,  lest  that  the  charge  oppresse  thee 
so  sore,  that  thee  Inhoveth  to  weyve 
thing  that  thon  hast  Ingonne."/  And 
if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  donte,  whether 
thou  mayst  parfimme  a  thing  or  noon, 
chese  n^er  to  suffire  than  biginne.  / 
And  Piers  Alphonce  seith :  "if  thou  hast 
might  to  doon  a  thing  of  which  thou 
most  repente  thee,  it  is  bettre  ^nay' 
than  *ye';"/  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee 
is  bettre  hdde  thy  tonge  stUle,  than  for 
to  speke.  /  Thanne  may  ye  understonde 
by  strenger  resons,  that  if  thou  hast 
power  to  parfoume  a  werk  of  which  thou 
shalt  repente,  thanne  is  it  bettre  that 
thou  waSre  than  biginne.  /  Wel  seyn  3410 
they,  that  defenden  every  wight  to  aasaye 
any  thing  of  which  he  is  in  donte, 
whether  he  may  parfonme  it  or  no.  / 
And  after,  whan  ye  han  examined  3^our 
conseil  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  and  knowen 
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tvBl  that  ye  xnaj  p«rfonme  yoare  em- 
priio,  oonferma  it  thanne  sadiy  til  it  be 
At  an  ende.  / 

§  96.  Now  is  it  resomn  and  tyme  that 
I  Bhewd  yow,  whaxme,  and  wherfoxe,  thai 
ye  may  ohannge  your  conaeil  with-ooten 
yonr  repreve./  Soothly,  a  man  may 
ohanngen  his  pnrpos  and  his  oonseil  if 
the  cause  eesioth,  or  whan  a  newe  caas 
bitydeth.  /  For  the  hiwe  seith:  that 
"  npon  thinges  that  newely  bifcyden 
9415  bihoreth  newe  conseiL'7  And  Senek 
seith :  '*  if  thy  oonseil  is  comen  to  the 
eres  of  thyn  enemy,  ohannge  thy  oon- 
seil.**/ Thou  mayst  also  ohannge  thy 
eonseil  if  so  be  that  thou  flnde  that,  hy 
enonr  or  by  other  oaose,  harm  or  damage 
may  bityde./  Also,  if  thy  oonseil  be 
dishonest,  or  elles  oomet^  of  dishoneste 
canse,  ohannge  thy  oonsea/  For  the 
lawes  seyn :  that  "  alle  bihestes  that  been 
dishoneste  been  of  no  valne.**/  And 
eek,  if  it  so  be  that  it  be  inpossible,  or 
2430  may  nat  goodly  be  parfonmed  ot  kept  / 

§  96.  And  take  this  for  a  general  reole, 
that  every  oonseil  that  is  affarmed  so 
strongly  that  it  may  nat  be  chann^ad, 
for  no  oondioioon  that  may  bityde,  I 
seye  that  thilke  oonseil  is  wikked.'  / 

§  97.  This  Kelibens,  whanne  he  hadde 
herd  the  doctrine  of  his  wyf  dame  Pni- 
dence,  answerde  in  this  wyse.  /  '  Dame,* 
qnod  he,  *  as  yet  in-to  this  tyme  ye  han 
wel  and  oorenably  taught  me  as  in 
general,  how  I  sbal  goveme  me  in.  the 
ehesinge  and  in  the  withholdinge  of 
my  conBeillooriL  /  But  now  wolde  I 
£Ayn  that  ye  wolde  oondesoende  in 
especial,  /  and  telle  me  how  lyketh 
yow,  or  what  semeth  yow,  by  oar 
oonseillonrs  that  we  han  chosen  in  oar 
S4»5  present  node.*  / 

§2a  'Hy  lord,'  qnod  she,  *I  Useke 
yow  in  al  hxmiblesee,  tiiat  ye  yrd  nat 
wilftiUy  replye  ag^yn  my  resoans,  ne 
distempre  yonr  herte  thog^  I  speke 
thing  that  yow  displese.  /  For  god  wot 
that,  as  in  myn  entente,  I  speke  it  ion 
yonr  beste,  for  your  honoar  and  £ar  yonr 
profite  eke.  /  And  soothly,  I  hope  that 
year  benignitee  wol  taken  it  in  pacJenoe./ 


Trnsteth  me  wel,'  qnod  she,  *that  yonr 
oonseil  as  in  this  oaas  ne  sholde  nat, 
as  to  speke  property,  be  called  a  oon^ 
seilling,  bnt  a  mooionn  or  a  moevyng  of 
folye ;  /  in  which  oonseil  ye  han  eixed  in 
many  a  sondxy  wyse.  /  ^30 

§  99.  First  and  forward,  ye  han  erred 
in  th'assemblinge  of  yoor  oonseilloars.  / 
For  ye  sholde  first  have  doped  a  fewe 
fblk  to  yoor  oonseil,  and  after  ye  mi^te 
han  shewed  it  to  mo  folk,  if  it  hadde 
been  node.  /  Bnt  oertes,  ye  han  sodeynly 
eleped  to  yoor  oonseil  a  greet  mnltitnde 
of  peple,  All  ohaigeant  and  Ail  anoyoos 
for  to  here./  Also  ye  han  erred,  for 
there-as  ye  riiolden  only  have  oleped  to 
your  oonseil  yonr  trewe  fteendes  olde  and 
wyse,/  ye  han  y-oleped  strannge  folk, 
and  yong  folk,  fUse  fiatereres,  and  enemys 
reoonsiled,  and  fblk  that  doon  yew 
reverence  withonten  love.  /  And  eek  S435 
also  ye  have  erred,  for  ye  han  broght 
with  3row  to  yonr  oonseil  ire,  oovetise, 
and  hastiftiesse ;  /  the  whiehe  three 
thinges  been  eontrarionse  to  every  oonseil 
honeste  and  profitable;/  the  whiohe 
three  thinges  ye  han  nat  anientissed  or 
destroyed  hem,  neither  in  yonr-self  ne 
in  yonr  oonseillonrs,  as  yow  ogfate.  /  Te 
han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  shewed  to 
yonr  conseilloars  yonr  talent,  and  yonr 
affeocionn  to  make  werre  anon  and  ibr 
to  do  vengeance ;  /  ihey  han  espyed  by 
yonr  wordes  to  what  thing  ye  been 
enclyned.  /  And  therfore  han  they  2440 
latiier  oonseilled  yow  to  yoor  talent  than 
to  yonr  profit.  /  Te  han  erred  also^  for 
it  semeth  that  yow  safl^yseth  to  han  been 
oonseilled  by  thise  eonseHloors  only,  and 
with  litel  avys;/  whex^es,  in  so  greet 
and  so  heigh  a  node,  it  hadde  been 
neoeasarie  mo  oonseillonrs,  and  more 
deUberacioan  to  parftmme  yo«r  emprise./ 
Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  nat 
examined  yoor  oonseil  in  the  forseyde 
manere,  ne  in  due  manere  as  the  caas 
reqidreth.  /  Te  han  erred  also,  tor  ye 
han  malced  no  divisioon  Utwijee  yowt 
oonseillonis;  this  is  to  ssyn,  bitwizen 
yonr  tvews  £eeendes  and  yoor  ftyned 
eooseHlonzs;/   ne  ye  han   nat  knowe  8445 
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the  wil  of  yxmr  trewe  fireendea  olde  and 
yrjm ;  /  but  ye  haa  oart  alle  hir  wordas 
in  an  hochepot,  and  anolyned  yonr  herfce 
to  the  more  part  and  to  the  gretter 
nombre;  andtherbeenyeoondeaoended./ 
And  lith  ye  wot  wel  that  men  shal 
alwey  finde  a  gretter  nombre  of  foles 
than  of  wyse  men,/  and  therfbre  the 
oonseila  that  been  at  oongregacioona  and 
mnltitades  of  folk,  ther-as  men  take 
m<»re  reward  to  the  nombre  than  to  the 
sapience  of  i>ersone8,  /  ye  lee  wel  that  in 
gwiohe  oonaeillingefl  foles  han  the  mais- 

3450  trie.'  /  Melibeos  answerde  agayn,  and 
seyde :  *  I  grannte  wel  that  I  have  eixed ;  / 
bat  ther-aa  then  haat  told  me  heer-biibnii, 
that  he  nis  n*t  to  blame  that  ohAvngeth 
hiee  oonaeillocirfl  in  oertein  eaaa,  and  £or 
oerteine  jnste  canMt,  /  I  am  al  redy  to 
ohannge  my  otmseillonrs,  right  aa  tho«i 
wolt  devyie.  /  The  proverbe  a^th  t  that 
"  for  to  do  ainne  is  mannish,  bat  oertes 
for  to  persevere  longe  in  sinne  is  wedc  of 
thedevel"7 
§  80.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 

2455  dame  Pradenoe,  andseyde :  /  'Sxamineth,' 
qnod  she,  'your  oonseil,  and  lat  ns  see 
the  whiohe  of  hem  han  spoken-  most 
resonably,  and  tanght  yew  best  conseU.  / 
And  for-aa-mnohe  as  that  the  examin- 
aeiomn  is  neoessarie)  lat  ns  biginne  at  the 
sorgiens  and  at  the  phisioieas,  tiust  first 
speken  in  this  matera  /  Isey  yew,  that 
the  Buxgiens  and  phifrioiens  han  seyd 
yow  in  your  oonseil  disoreetly,  as  hem 
onghte ;  /  and  in  hir  speohe  seyden  fol 
wyaly,  that  to  the  office  of  hm  aper- 
teneth  to  doon  to  every  wight  honoor 
and  profit,  and  no  wi^t  for  to  «noye;  / 
and,  after  hir  orajfl,  to  doon  greet  dili- 
gence nn-to  the  onre  of  hem  whiohe  that 

2460  they  han  in  hir  govexnaonce.  /  And 
sir,  right  as  they  han  answered  wysly 
and  disaxeetly ,  /  right  so  red»  I  that 
they  been  heighly  and  sovereynly  guer- 
doned for  hir  noble  speohe ;  /  and  eek 
for  they  shc^de  do  the  moore  ententif 
bisineose  in  the  cnraoioiin  of  jKmr  doghter 
dere.  /  Vae  al*be-it  00  that  th^  been 
yonr  fteeindes>  ther&xra  d&al  ye  nat 
snffiren  that  they  serve  yow  for  nog^t ;  / 


bnt  ye  oghte  the  nthev  gneidane  hem 
and  shewe  hem  yonr  laigeose.  /  And  as  246s 
tonohinge  the  propoaicioan  which  that 
the  phisiciens  entreteden  in  this  oaas,  this 
is  to  seyn,  /  that,  in  maladyes,  that  oon 
contrarie  is  warisshed  by  another  con- 
trarie,  / 1  wolde  ftayn  knowe  how  ye 
nnderstonde  thilke  text,  and  what  is 
yonr  sentence.' /  *  Certes,' quod  Melibens, 

*  I  nnderstonde  it  in  this  wyse :  /  that, 
right  as  they  han  doon  me  a  contrarie, 
right  so  sbolde  I  doon  hem  another.  /  3470 
For  right  as  they  han  venged  han  on  me 
and  doon  me  wrong,  ri^^t  so  shal  I 
venge  me  upon  hem  and  doon  hem 
wrong;/  and  thanne  have  I  eared  oon 
eontrarie  by  another.'  / 

§  81.    *  Lo,lo  I '  qnod  dame  Pradenoe, 

*  how  lightly  is  every  man  endyned  to 
his  owene  de^yr  and  to  hia  owene  ple- 
saonce !  /  Oertes,'  qnod  she,  *  the  woides 
of  the  phisiciens  ne  sholde  nat  han  been 
onderstonden  in  this  wyse.  /  For  oertes, 
wikkednesse  is  nat  contrarie  to  wikked- 
nesse,  ne  vengeanace  to  vengeaimoe,  ne 
wrong  to  wrong ;  bat  they  been  sembla- 
ble.  /  And  therfore,  o  vengeaonoe  is  nat  2475 
warisshed   by   another  vengeaonoe,  ne 

0  wrong  by  another  wrong ;  /  bnteverioh 
of  hem  enoreesceth  and  aggreggeth 
other.  /  Bat  certes,  the  wordes  of  the 
phisiciens  sholde  be^i  anderst<mden  in 
this  wyse:/  for  good  and  wikkednesse 
been  two  contraries,  and  pees  and  werre, 
vengeannoe  and  saifraance,  discord  and 
aooord,  andmanye  othere thinges.  /  Bat 
oertes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed  by 
goodnesse,  discord  by  accord,  werre  by 
pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  thinges.  /  3480 
And  heer-to  aooordeth  Seint  Paul  the 
apostle  in  manye  places./  He  seith: 
*'ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for  harm,  ne 
wikked  speohe  for  wikked  speohe ;  /  bat 

do  wel  to  him  that  dooth  thee  harm,  and 
blesse  him  that  seith  to  thee  harm."/ 
And  in  manye  othere  places  he  amones- 
teth  pees  and  accord./     Bat  now  wol 

1  speke  to  jow  of  the  conseil  which  that 
was  yeven  to  yow  by  the  men  of  lawe  and 
the  wyse  folk,  /  tiiat  seyden  alle  by  oon  94^5 
accord  as  ye  han  herd  before;/  tha^over 


B  a 
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alio  thynges,  ye  sludde  doon  your  dili- 
gence to  "k&pesx  yova  penone  and  to 
'wamestore  yonr  haua,  /  And  seyden 
alBo,  that  in  thia  oaas  ye  oghten  for  to 
werken  ftil  avysely  and  with  greet  deli- 
beraoionn./  And  sir,  as  to  the  flxste 
point,  that  toncheth  to  the  keping  of 
yonr  persone ;  /  yeshnlnndeistondethat 
he  that  hath  werre  shal  evermore  mekely 

2490  and  devontly  preyen  bifom  alle  thinges,  / 
that  Jesna  Crist  of  his  grete  mercy  wol 
han  him  in  his  protecoioiin,  and  been  his 
soyereyn  helping  at  hia  nede./  For 
certes,  in  this  world  ther  is  no  wight  that 
may  be  oonseilled  ne  kept  snffisantly 
wiUionten  the  keping  of  oar  lord  Jesa 
Crist.  /  To  this  sentence  aocordeth  the 
prophete  Dayid,  that  seith :  /  *^  if  god  ne 
kepe  the  oitee,  in  ydel  waketh  he  that  it 
kepeth."  /  Now  sir,  thanne  shul  ye  oom- 
jnitte  the  keping  of  yoxa  persone  to  your 
trewe  fieeendes  that  been  approved  and 

9495  y-knowe ;  /  and  of  hem  shnl  ye  azen  help 
yoor  persone  for  to  kepe.  For  Oatoitn 
seith :  "if  thon  hast  nede  of  help,  axe  it 
of  thy  freendes ;  /  for  ther  nis  noon  so 
good  a  phisicien  as  thy  trewe  fireend.**  / 
And  after  this,  thanne  shnl  ye  kepe  yow 
£ro  alle  strannge  folk,  and  &o  lyeres,  and 
have  alwey  in  sospect  hir  oompanye.  / 
For  Piers  Alfonce  seith:  "ne  tak  no 
oompanye  by  the  weye  of  a  strannge  man, 
but-if  so  be  that  thou  have  knowe  him  of 
a  lenger  tyme.  /  And  if  so  be  that  he 
£all6   in-to  thy  oompanye  paraventure 

9300  withonten  thyn  assent,  /  enquere  thanne, 
as  sabtilly  as  thou  mayst,  of  his  oonversa- 
cioun  and  of  his  lyf  bifore,  and  feyne  thy 
wey ;  seye  that  thou  goost  thider  as  thou 
wolt  nat  go ;  /  and  if  he  bereth  a  spere, 
hold  thee  on  the  right  syde,  and  if  he 
here  a  swerd,holdthee  on  thelifbayde."/ 
And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
wysely  from  alle  swioh  manere  peple  as  I 
have  seyd  bifore,  and  hem  and  hir  oonseil 
eschewe.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  yow  in  swioh  manere,  /  that  for 
any  presnmpoioun  of  your  stren^gt^e,  that 
ye  ne  dispyse  nat  ne  aoonnte  nat  the  might 
of  yonr  adversarie  so  litel,  that  ye  lete 
the  keping  of  your  persone  for  your  pre- 


snmpoioun; /  foreveiy  wya  man  dredeth  9505 
his  enemy.  /  And  Salomon  seith  t "  welefbl 
is  he  that  of  alle  hath  drede ;  /  for  certes, 
he  that  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  his  herte 
and  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  him<4elf 
hath  to  greet  presnmpoioun,  him  shal 
yvel  bityde."  /  Thanne  shul  ye  evermore 
countrewayte  embnsshements  and  alle 
espiaiUe.  /  For  Senek  seith  :  that  "^e 
wyse  man  that  dredeth  harmes  esoheweth 
harmes ;  /  ne  he  ne  fidleth  in-to  perils, 
that  perils  esoheweth.**  /  And  al-be-it  so  3510 
that  it  seme  that  thou  art  in  siker  plaoe, 
yet  shaltow  alwey  do  thy  diligence  in 
kepinge  of  thy  persone ;  /  this  is  to  s^yn, 
ne  be  nat  necligent  to  kepe  thy  persone, 
nat  only  fro  thy  gretteste  enemys  but  fro 
thy  leeste  enemy./  Senek  seith:  "a 
man  that  is  wel  avysed,  he  dredeth  his 
leste  enemy." /  Ovide  seith :  that  "the 
Utel  wesele  wol  slee  the  grete  bole  and  the 
Wilde  hert**  /  And  the  book  seith :  "a  2515 
litel  thorn  may  prikke  a  greet  king  fill 
sore ;  and  an  hound  wol  holde  the  wilde 
boor."/  But  nathelees,  I  s^  nat  thou 
Shalt  be  so  ooward  that  thou  doute 
ther  whex^«s  is  no  drede./  The  book 
seith :  that  "  somme  folk  han  greet 
lust  to  deoeyve,  but  yet  they  dreden 
hem  to  be  deoeyved."/  Yet  shaltou 
drede  to  been  empoisoned,  and  kepe 
yow  fh>m  the  ocnnpanye  of  scomeres.  / 
For  the  book  seith:  "with  scomeres 
make  no  oompanye,  but  flee  hir  wordes 
as  venim."  /  2510 

§8St.  Now  as  to  the  seoonde  point, 
wher-as  your  wyse  oonseiUours  oonaaUled 
yow  to  wamestore  3^ur  hous  with  gret 
diligence,  /  I  wolde  feiyn  knowe,  how  that 
ye  understonde  thilke  wordes,  and  what 
is  your  sentence.'  / 

§88.  Helibens  answerde  and  seyde, 
*  Certes  I  understande  it  in  this  wise ; 
that  I  shal  wamestore  myn  hous  with 
toures,  swiohe  as  han  eastellee  and 
othere  manere  edifices,  and  armure 
and  arteUexies,/  by  whiohe  thinges  I 
may  my  persone  and  myn  hons  so 
kepen  and  defendftn,  that  myne  enemys 
shul  been  in  drede  myn  hous  for  to 
approohe.*/ 
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§  84  To  tlilfl  Benienoe  answerde  anon 
Ftadenoe;  'inramestorin^,'  quod  she,  *of 
heighe  tooree  and  of  giete  edifices  apper- 

3525  teneth  8om-<7nie  to  pryde ;  /  and  eek  men 
make  heighe  tooret  and  grete  edifices 
yriih  grete  oostages  and  i¥ith  greet  tra- 
▼aille ;  and  whan  that  they  been  accom- 
plioed,  yet  be  they  nat  worth  a  stree,  bnt-if 
they  be  defended  by  trewe  freendes  that 
been  olde  and  wyse.  /  And  nnderttond 
wel,  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeste 
gamiaon  that  a  riche  man  may  have,  as 
wel  to  kepen  his  persone  as  hise  goodes, 
is  /  that  he  be  biloved  amonges  his  sub- 
gets  and  with  hise  neighebores.  /  For 
thus  seith  Tollius :  that  **  ther  is  a  maner 
gamison  that  no  man  may  renquiSM  ne 
disconflte,  and  that  is,  /  a  lord  to  be 
biloved   of  hise   citeseins   and   of    his 

2530  peple."  / 

§  86.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  thridde  point ; 
wher-as  your  olde  and  wise  oonseillours 
seyden,  that  yow  ne  oghte  nat  sodeynly 
ne  hastily  prooeden  in  this  nede,  /  but 
that  yow  oghte  purveyen  and  apparaillen 
yow  in  this  caas  with  greet  diUgenoe  and 
.  greet  deliberacioim ;  /  trewely,  I  tiowe 
that  thoy  sejrden  right  wysly  and  right 
sooth./  Por  Tnllius  seith,  "in  every 
nede,  er  thou  bigin^e  it,  apparaiUe  thee 
with  greet  diligence.'*  /  Thanne  seye  I, 
that  in  vengeance-taldng,  in  werre,  in 

2535  bataille,  and  in  wamestoring,  /  er  thow 
biginne,  I  rede  that  thou  i^jpandUe  thee 
thereto,  and  do  it  with  greet  delibera- 
cioun.  /  For  Tullius  seith :  that  "long 
apparailling  bifom  the  bataille  maketh 
short  viotorie."  /  And  GasBidoms  seith : 
"the  gamison  is  stronger  whan  it  is 
longe  tyme  avysed."  / 

§  88.  But  now  lat  us  speken  of  the 
eonseil  that  was  accorded  by  your  neighe- 
bores, swiohe  as  doon  yow  reverence 
withouten  love,  /  your  olde  enemys  reoon- 

2540  siled,  your  flaterares  /  that  oonseilled  yow 
oertejrne  thinges  prively,  and  openly  oon- 
seilleden  yow  the  contrarie ;  /  the  yonge 
folk  also,  that  oonseilleden  3^ow  to  venge 
yow  and  make  werre  anon.  /  And  oertes, 
sir,  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  ye  han  greetly 
erred  to  han  ol^;>ed  swi^  man^r  fblk  to 


your  oonseil ;  /  which  oonseillonrs  been 
y-nogh  reproved  l»y  the  resouns  afore- 
seyd./  But  nathelees,  lat  us  now  de- 
scende  to  the  special.  Ye  shuln  first 
precede  after  the  doctrine  of  Tullius.  /  2545 
Certes,  the  trouthe  of  this  matere  or  of 
this  eonseil  nedeth  nat  diligently  en- 
quere ;  /  for  it  is  wel  wist  whioho  they 
been  that  han  doon  to  yow  this  trespas 
and  vileinye,  /  and  how  manye  trespas- 
sours,  and  in  what  manere  they  han  to 
yow  doon  al  this  wrong  and  al  this 
vileinye.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  examine  the  seoonde  oondicioun,  which 
that  the  same  Tullius  addeth  in  this 
matere.  /  For  Tullius  put  a  thing,  which 
that  he  depeth  "  oonsentinge,'*  this  is  to 
seyn ;  /  who  been  they  and  how  manye,  25S0 
and  whiche  been  they,  that  oonsenteden 
to  thy  eonseil,  in  thy  wilitilnesse  to  doon 
hastif  vengeance.  /  And  lat  us  considero 
also  who  been  they,  and  how  nrianye  been 
they,  and  whiche  been  they,  that  oon- 
senteden to  your  adversaries./  And 
certes,  as  to  the  firste  poynt,  it  is  wel 
knowen  whiche  folk  been  they  that  oon- 
senteden to  your  hastif  wilitilnesse;/ 
for  trewely,  alle  tho  that  oonseilleden 
yow  to  maken  sod^yn  werre  ne  been  nat 
your  freendes.  /  Lat  us  now  considero 
whiche  been  they,  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
your  l^eendes  as  to  your  persone.  /  For  2555 
al-be-it  so  that  ye  be  mighty  and  riche, 
oertes  ye  ne  been  nat  but  allone.  /  For 
certes,  3^  ne  han  no  child  but  a  doghter ;  / 
ne  ye  ne  han  bretheren  ne  cosins  ger- 
mayns,  ne  noon  other  neigh  kinrede,  / 
wherfore  that  your  enemys,  for  drede, 
sholde  stinte  to  plede  with  yow  or  to 
destrpye  your  persons./  Ye  knowen 
also,  that  your  richesses  moten  been  dis- 
pended  in  diverse  parties ;  /  and  whan  25^ 
that  every  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  /  But  thyne  enemys  been 
three,  and  they  han  manie  <diildren, 
bretheren,  cosins,  and  other  ny  kinrede ;  / 
and,  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  two  or  three,  yet  dwellen 
ther  y-nowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth  and  to 
slee  thy  persone.  /    And  though  so  bo 
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f.ii^^fc  yonr  kixurede  bo  more  Biker  and 
stedeiast  than  the  kin  of  yonr  adver- 
sarie,  /  yet  nathelees  yonr  kinrede  nis 
bnt  a  fer  kinrede ;  they  been  bnt  litel  sib 

9565  to  yow,  /  and  the  kin  of  your  enemyg 
been  ny  sib  to  hem.  And  oertes,  as  in 
that,  hir  condicionn  is  bet  than  yonres.  / 
Thanne  lat  ns  considere  also  if  the  con- 
scilling  of  hem  that  conseilleden  yow  to 
taken  sodeyn  vengeaance,  whether  it 
accorde  to  resonn?/  And  oertes,  ye 
knowe  wel  "nay."  /  For  as  by  right  and 
resonn,  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeance 
on  no  wight,  but  the  jnge  that  hath  the 
jorisdicoionn  of  it,  /  whan  it  is  grannted 
}yim  to  take  thilke  vengeanoe,  hastily  or 

aSTo  attemprely,  as  the  lawe  requireth.  /  And 
yet  more-over,  of  thilke  word  that  Tollias 
clepeth  *'  consentinge,"  /  thou  shalt  con- 
sidere if  thy  might  and  thy  i>ower  may 
consenten  and  sufiyse  to  thy  wilfhlnesse 
and  to  thy  conseillours.  /  And  oertes, 
thou  mayst  wel  seyn  that  **nay.*'/  For 
sikerly,  as  for  to  speke  proprely,  we  may 
do  no-thlng  but  only  swioh  thing  as  we 
may  doon  rightfully.  /  And  certes,  right- 
fully ne  mowe  ye  tcJke  no  vengeance  as  of 

«575  your  propre  auctoritee.  /  Thanne  mowe 
ye  seen,  that  your  power  ne  consenteth 
nat  ne  aooordeth  nat  with  your  wilful- 
nesse./  Lat  us  now  examine  the  thridde 
point  that  Tnllius  clepeth  "  consequent,"  / 
Thou  shalt  understonde  that  the  ven- 
geance that  thou  purposest  for  to  take 
is  the  consequent.  /  Andther-of  folweth 
pother  vengeaunce,  peril,  and  werre; 
and  othere  damages  with-oute  nombre,  of 
whiche  we  be  nat  war  as  at  this  tyme.  / 
And  as  touchinge  the  fonrthe  point,  that 

j^56oTullius  clepeth  "  engendringe,"  /  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  this  wrong  which 
that  is  doon  to  thee  is  engendrod  of  the 
hate  of  thyne  enemys;/  and  of  the 
vengeance-takinge  upon  that  wolde  en- 
gendre  another  vengeance,  and  mnchol 
sorwe  and  wastinge  of  xichesses,  as  I 
■eyde./ 

§  87.  Kow  sir,  as  to  the  point  that 
TuUius  clepeth  "  causes,"  which  that  is 
the  laste  i>oint,  /  thou  shalt  understonde 
that  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  reoeyved 


hath  oerteine  causes,  /  whiche  that 
derkes  depen  Oriena  and  J^ffidaw,  and 
Cauia  Umginqua  and  Oauaa  propinqua; 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  fer  cause  and  the  ny 
cause.  /  The  fer  cause  is  almighty  god,  25^ 
that  is  cause  of  alle  thinges.  /  The  neer 
cause  is  thy  three  enemya  /  The  cause 
accidental  was  hate.  /  The  cause  material 
been  the  i^e  woundes  of  thy  doghter.  / 
The  cause  formal  is  the  manere  of  hir 
werkinge,  that  broghten  laddres  and 
cloumben  in  at  thy  windowes.  /  The  2590 
cause  final  was  for  to  alee  thy  doghter ; 
it  letted  nat  in  as  muohe  as  in  hem  was.  / 
But  for  to  speken  of  the  fer  cause,  as  to 
what  ende  they  shul  come,  or  what  shal 
finally  bityde  of  hem  in  this  caas,  ne  can 
I  nat  deme  but  by  cox^jectinge  and  by 
supposinge.  /  For  we  shul  suppose  that 
they  shul  come  to  a  wikked  ende,  /  by- 
cause  that  the  Book  of  Decrees  seith: 
"selden  or  with  greet  peyne  been  causes 
y-broght  to  good  ende  whanne  they  been 
baddely  bigonne."  / 

§  8a  Now  sir,  if  men  wolde  axe  me, 
why  that  god  suffirad  men  to  do  yow  this 
vileinye,  oertes,  I  can  nat  wel  answers  as 
for  no  sothfastnesse.  /  For  th'apostle  2595 
seith,  that  "  the  sciences  and  the  jngge- 
ments  of  our  lord  god  almighty  been  fill 
depe ;  /  ther  may  no  man  oomprehende 
ne  serohen  hem  suflBsantly."  /  Natho- 
lees,  by  oerteyne  pnesumpoions  and  con- 
jeotinges,  I  hdde  and  bileve  /  that  god, 
which  that  ia  ful  of  justice  and  of  right- 
wisnesse,  hath  suffired  this  bityde  by 
juste  cause  xesotiable.  / 

§  89.  Thy  name  is  Melibee,  this  is  to 
seyn,  "  a  man  that  drinketh  hony."  /  2600 
Thou  hast  y-dronke  so  muchel  hony  of 
swete  temporel  riohesses  and  deliccs 
and  honours  of  this  world,  /  that  thou 
art  dronken;  and  hast  forgeten  Josa 
Crist  thy  creatour;/  thou  ne  bast  nat 
doon  to  him  swich  honour  and  reverence 
as  thee  oughtCb  /  He  thou  ne  hast  nat 
wel  3^-taken  kepe  to  the  wordes  of  Ovide, 
that  seith:/  "under  the  hony  of  the 
godes  of  the  body  is  hid  the  venim  thai 
sleeth  the  soule."  /  And  Salomon  seith,  adctf 
"  if  thou  hast  fSmmden  hony,  ete  of  it  that 
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svSyaelik ;  /  fbr  if  tium  ete  of  it  out  of 
memire,  thoa  ahalt  fpewe,"  and  be  nedy 
andpovre./  And  peravwitare  Crist  hath 
thee  in  despit,  and  hath  turned  awey  fro 
thee  hi«  face  and  hite  eres  of  miieri- 
oorde;/  and  alto  he  hath  snffired  that 
thou  hast  been  pnniaBhed  in  the  manere 
that  thow  hast  y-trespassed.  /    Olioa  hast 

s6io  doon  sinne  agayn  o^ir  lord  Crist ;  /  for 
oertes,  the  three  enemys  of  mankinde, 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  flessh,  the  foend,  and 
the  world,  /  thoa  hast  tfaSred  hem  entre 
in-to  thyn  herte  wilAdly  by  the  windowes 
of  thy  body,  /  and  hast  nat  delended  thy- 
self sa£Qsantly  agi^riis  hir  assaotes  and 
hir  temptaoionns,  so  that  they  han 
wounded  thy  soule  in  fyve  places ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  the  deedly  sinnes  that  been 
entred  in-to  thyn  herte  by  thy  iyre 
wittes.  /  And  in  the  same  manere  our 
lord  Crist  hath  wold  and  suffired,  that  thy 
three  enemys  been  entred  in-io  thyn  hons 

^15  by  the  windowes,  /  and  han  y-wonnded 
thy  doghter  in  the  fore-seyde  manere.'  / 
§  iO.  *  Certes,'  quod  Meabee,  *I  see  wel 
that  ye  enfosroe  yow  mnohel  by  wordes  to 
overcome  me  in  swioh  manere,  that  I  shal 
nat  venge  me  of  myne  enemys ;  /  shew- 
inge  me  the  perils  and  the  yreles  that 
mighten  falle  of  this  Tengeanoe.  /  But 
who-so  wolde  oonsidere  in  alle  Tengeanoes 
the  perils  and  jnreles  that  mighte  sewe  of 
yengeanoe4akinge,  /  a  man  wolde  never 

j6ao  take  vengeance,  and  that  were  harm ;  / 
for  hy  the  vengeanoe-takinge  been  the 
wikked  men  dissevered  fro  the  gode 
men./  And  they  that  han  wil  to  do 
wikkednesse  restreyne  hir  wikked  purpos, 
whan  they  seen  the  punissinge  and  chaa- 
tysinge  of  the  trespassours.'/  [fAnd  to 
tiiis  answerde  dame  Prudence :  *■  Oertes,' 
B^e  she,  *  I  gxaunte  wel  that  of  ven- 
geaunce  cometh  muohd  yvel  and  mnohel 
good;/  butvengeannce-takingaperteneth 
nat  unto  everiohoon,  but  only  unto  juges 
and  unto  hem  that  han  jurisdiccioun 
xxptm  the  treqpassonrs.]  /  And  yet  seye  I 
miCMre,  that  ri^t  as  a  singuler  persone 
sinneth  in  takinge  mmcpsanqs  «f  another 

S635  man^  /  ri^^t  so  sinneth  the  jn|;e  If  he  do 
no  vengeance  of  hsna  that  it  han  de- 


served. /  For  Senek  seith  thus :  "  that 
maister,"  he  seith,  **  is  good  that  proveth 
shrewes."  /  And  as  Cassidore  seith :  ^*  A 
man  dredeth  to  do  outrages,  whan  he 
woot  and  knoweth  that  it  displeseth  to 
the  juges  and  sover^yns."/  And  another 
seith  :  **  the  juge  that  dredeth  to  do  right, 
makethmenshrewe&''/  AndSeintPaule 
the  apostle  seith  in  his  epistle,  whan  he 
wxyteth  nn-to  the  Bomayns :  that  *'  the 
juges  beren  nat  the  spere  with-outen 
canse;"/  but  they  beren  it  to  punisse  3630 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  and  for  to 
defande  the  gode  men./  Ifyewolthanne 
take  vengeance  of  your  enemys,  ye  shul 
retoume  or  have  your  recours  to  the  juge 
that  hath  the  jnrisdicoion  upon  hem ;  / 
and  he  shal  punisse  hem  as  the  lawo 
axeth  and  requyreth.'  / 

§41.  *A!'  quod  Mellbee,  'this  ven- 
geanoe  lykoth  me  no-thing.  /  I  bithenke 
me  now  and  take  hede,  how  fortune  hath 
norissed  me  fro  my  childhede,  and  hath 
holpen  me  to  passe  many  a  strong  pas.  /  J63) 
Now  wol  I  assayen  hir,  trowinge,  with 
goddes  help,  that  she  shal  helpe  me  my 
shame  for  to  venge.'  / 

§42.  *Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  'if  ye 
wol  werke  by  my  oonseil,  ye  shul  nat 
assaye  fortune  by  no  wey ;  /  ne  ye  shul 
nat  lene  or  bowe  unto  hir,  after  the  word 
of  Senek:/  for '*  thinges  that  been  folily 
doon,  and  that  been  in  hope  of  fortune, 
shullen  never  come  to  good  ende."  /  And 
as  the  same  Senek  seith :  **  the  more  deer 
and  the  more  shyning  that  fortune  is,  the 
more  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken  she 
is."/  Trusteth  nat  in  hir,  for  she  nis  ^o 
nat  stide£Mt  ne  stable ;  /  for  whan  thow 
trowest  to  be  most  seur  or  siker  of  hir 
help,  she  wol  faille  thee  and  deoeyve 
thee.  /  And  wheras  ye  aeyu  that  fortune 
hath  norissed  yow  fro  your  childhede,  / 
I  seye,  that  in  so  mnohel  shul  ye  the 
lasse  truste  in  hir  and  in  hir  wit  /  For 
Senekseith:  **  what  man  that  Is  norissed 
by  fortnne,  she  maketh  him  a  greet 
IboL*'  /  Vow  thanne^  sin  ye  desyre  and  0645 
axe  vengeance,  and  thcTMigeance  that  is 
doon  after  the  lawe  and  bifore  the  juge 
iM  lyketh  yow  nat,  /  and  the  vengeance 
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tliat  is  doon  in  hope  of  fortune  is  peril- 
ous and  nncertein,  /  thanne  have  ye 
noon  other  remedie  bat  for  to  have  your 
reooors  nnto  the  Boverejm  jnge  that 
vengeth  alle  vileinyes  and  wronges ;  / 
and  he  shal  venge  yow  after  that  him-self 
witnesseth,  wheisas  he  seith  :  /  ^*  leveth 

3650  the  vengeance  to  me,  and  I  shal  do  it."  *  / 
§  ia  Melibee  answerde,  *  if  I  ne  venge 
me  nat  of  the  vileinye  that  men  han 
doon  to  me,  / 1  sompne  or  "wame  hem 
that  han  doon  to  me  that  vileinye  and 
alle  othere,  to  do  me  another  vileinye.  / 
For  it  is  writen :  "  if  thou  take  no  ven- 
geance of  an  old  vileinye,  thou  sompneet 
thyne  adyersaries  to  do  thee  a  newe 
vileinye."  /  And  also,  for  my  soffiranoe, 
men  wolden  do  to  me  so  mnohel  vileinj^, 
that  I  mighte  neither  here  it  ne  sostene ;  / 
and  so  sholde  I  been  put  and  holden  over 

2655  lowe.  /  For  men  seyn :  *'  in  mnohel 
snffiringe  shnl  manye  thinges  falle  on-to 
thee  whiohe  thou  shalt  nat  mowe 
snffire."'/ 

§  44.  ^Certes,'  qnod  Pmdenoe,  *I 
grannte  yow  that  over  mnohel  snffrannce 
nis  nat  good ;  /  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat 
ther-of,  that  every  persone  to  whom  men 
doon  vileinye  take  of  it  vengeance ;  /  for 
that  aperteneth  and  longeth  al  only  to 
the  jnges,  for  they  shnl  venge  the  vileinyes 
and  ininries./  And  ther-fore  tho  two 
anotoritees  that  ye  han  seyd  above,  been 

3660  only  nnderstonden  in  the  jnges ;  /  for 
whan  they  snfEren  over  mnohel  the 
wronges  and  the  vileinyes  to  be  doon 
withonten  punisshinge,  /  they  sompne 
nat  a  man  al  only  for  to  do  newe  wronges, 
but  they  comanden  it.  /  Also  a  wys  man 
seith :  that  "  the  jnge  that  oorrecteth  nat 
the  sinnere  oomandeth  and  biddeth  him 
do  sinne."  /  And  the  jnges  and  sovereyns 
mighten  in  hir  land  so  mnchel  snffire  of 
tho  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  /  that  they 
sholden  by  swioh  snffranee,  by  proces  of 
tyme,  wexen  of  swich  power  and  might, 
that  they  sholden  pntte  out  the  jnges 

a66s  and  the  sovereyns  from  hir  places,  /  and 
atte  laste  maken   hem  lesen  hir  lord- 
shipes.  / 
§  45.  Bnt  lat  ns  now  pntte,  that  ye 


have  leve  to  venge  yow.  /  I  seye  ye  been 
nat  of  might  and  power  as  now  to  venge 
yow./  Forif yewolemakencomparisonn 
nn-to  the  might  of  yonr  adversaries,  ye 
shnl  finds  in  manye  thinges,  that  I  have 
shewed  3^ow  er  this,  that  hir  oondioionn 
is  bettre  than  yoores.  /  And  therfore 
seye  I,  that  it  is  good  as  now  that  ye 
waffre  and  be  pacient.  /  2670 

§46.  Forther-more,yeknowenwelthat, 
after  the  oomnne  sawe,  "  it  is  a  woodnesse 
a  man  to  stryve  with  a  stronger  or  a  more 
mighty  man  than  he  is  him-self;  /  and 
for  to  stiryvB  with  a  man  of  evene  streugthe, 
that  is  to  B^yn,  with  as  strong  a  man  as 
he,  it  is  peril ;  /  and  for  to  stryve  with  a 
weyker  man,  it  is  folie."  /  And  therfore 
8h<dde  a  man  flee  stiyvinge  as  mnohel  as 
he  mighte.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  "  it  is 
a  greet  worship  to  a  man  to  kei)en  him 
fro  noyse  and  stiyf."  /  And  if  it  so  2675 
bifeJle  or  happe  that  a  man  of  gretter 
might  and  strengthe  than  thon  art  do 
thee  grevaonce,  /  stndie  and  bisie  thee 
rather  to  stille  the  same  grevannoe,  than 
for  to  venge  thee.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
that  *'.he  pntteth  him  in  greet  peril  that 
stryveth  with  a  gretter  man  than  he  is 
him-self."/  And  Gatonn  seith:  <«if  a 
man  of  hyer  estaat  or  degree,  or  more 
mighty  than  thon,  do  thee  anoy  or  gre- 
vannoe, BoSre  him ;  /  for  he  that  ones 
hath  greved  thee  may  another  tjnne 
releve  thee  and  helpe."  /  Yet  sette  I  a68o 
oaas,  ye  have  bothe  might  and  lioenoe  for 
to  venge  yoyr,  /  I  soye,  that  ther  be  ftil 
manye  thinges  that  shnl  restieyne  yow 
of  vengeanoe-takinge,  /  and  make  yow 
for  to  enoljme  to  soifre,  and  for  to  han 
pacience  in  the  thinges  that  han  been 
doon  to  yow.  /  First  and  foreward,  if  ye 
wole  considere  the  defitntes  that  been  in 
your  owene  peisone,  /  for  whiche  de&utee 
god  hath  suffired  yow  have  this  tribnla- 
oionn,  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer-bifom.  /  36^5 
For  the  poete  seith,  that  "we  oghte 
paoiently  taken  the  tribulacions  that 
oomen  to  ns,  whan  we  thinken  and  eon- 
sideren  that  we  han  deserved  to  have 
hem."  /  And  Seint  Qregorie  seith  :  that 
"  whan  a  man  oonsidereth  wel  the  nombre 
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of  hise  defaates  and  of  his  ainmes,  /  tbe 
PQ3me8  and  the  tribalacioimB  that  he 
snflreth  femen  the  lease  nn-to  hym;/ 
and  in-aa-mnohe  em  him  thinketh  hise 
sinnes  more  hevy  and  groTons,  /  in-so- 
mnche  semeth  his  peyne  the  lic^itter  and 

J690  the  esier  «n-io  him."  /  AImo  ye  owen  to 
enolyne  and  bowe  yoax  herte  to  take  the 
paoienoe  of  onr  lord  Jesn  Orist,  as  seith 
seint  Peter  in  hise  epistles :/  "Jesa 
Grist,"  he  seith,  ""hath  sni&ed  for  ns, 
and  yerea  'ensample  to  erexy  man  to 
f olwe  and  sewe  him ;  /  for  he  dide  never 
sinnsy  ne  nerer  oam  ther  a  vileinons 
word  oat  of  his  month:/  whan  men 
onrsed  him,  he  Guzsed  hem  noght;  and 
whan  men  betten  him,  he  manaoed  hem 
noghtb"/  Also  the  grete  paoienoe,  whith 
the  seintes  that  been  in  paradys  han  h^Ml 
in  tzibnlaoioims  that  they  han  y-soffired, 

3695 with-outen  hir  desert  or  gilt,/  oghte 
mnchel  stiren  yaw  to  paoienoe.  /  Forther- 
more,  ye  shoLde  enforce  yow  to  have 
paoienoe,  /  oonsideringe  that  the  tcibn- 
ladonns  of  this  world  bnt  litel  whyle 
endnre,  and  sone  pasned  been  and 
goon.  /  And  the  joye  that  a  man 
seketh  to  have  by  paoienoe  in  tribu- 
laoiouns  is  perdurable,  after  that  the 
apostle  seith  in  hiti  ^istle :/  "the  joye 
of  god,"  he  seith,  "  is  perduable,"  that  is 

ajQo  to  seyn,  everlaetinge.  /  Also  troweth 
and  bileveth  stedefiistly,  that  he  nis  nat 
wel  y-noiissed  ne  wel  y-4anglit,  that  can 
nat  have  paoienoe  or  wol  nat  veoeyve 
paoienoe.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that  **  the 
dootdne  and  the  wit  of  a  man  is  knowen 
by  paoienoe.*'  /  And  in  another  plaee  he 
seith :  that  '*  he  that  is  paoimt  govemeth 
him  by  greet  prudence.*'  /  And  the  same 
Salomon  seith :  "the  angry  and  wrathftd 
man  maketh  noyses,  and  the  paoisnt  man 
atempreth  hem  and  stiUeth.*' /  He  seith 
also:  "it  is  more  worth  to  be  paoient 

2yos  than  for  to  be  right  strong ;  /  and  he  that 
may  have  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene 
herte  is  more  to  pz^se^  than  he  that 
by  his  £(»ee  or  steengthe  taha&  fpcote 
oiteesL*'/  And  theifitte  stith  seint /ame 
in  his  epistle:  that  "paeisno*  is  S.  gneet 
▼seta  of  pexieeoioim.**  *  / 


§47.  'Cert6S,'qtu>dMelibee,  *Igraanto 
yow,  dame  Prudence,  that  paoienoe  is 
a  greet  vertu  of  perfecoioun ;/  but  every 
man  may  nat  have  the  perfecoionn  that 
ye  seken ;  /  ne  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombro 
of  right  parfite  men,  /  for  myn  herte  may  2710 
never  been  in  pees  un4o  the  tyme  it  bo 
venged./  And  al-be-it  so  that  it  was 
greet  peril  to  myne  enemys,  to  do  mo 
a  vileinye  in  takinge  vengeance  np-on 
me,  /  yet  token  they  noon  hede  of  the 
peril,  but  fulfiUeden  hir  wikked  wil  and 
hir  corage.  /  And  therfore,  me  thinketh 
men  oghten  nat  r^ireve  me,  though  I 
putte  me  in  a  litel  perilfbr  to  venge  me,  / 
and  though  I  do  a  greet  ezoesse,  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by 
another.'  /  ^7^5 

§48.  'A!'  quod  dame  Pzudenoe,  'ye 
seyn  your  wil  and  as  yow  lyketh ;  /  but 
in  no  oaas  of  the  world  a  man  aholde  nat 
doon  outrage  ne  siossss  for  to  vengen 
him./  For  Oassidore  sei^s  that  *'a8 
yvel  doth  he  that  vengeth  him  by  outrage, 
as  he  that  doth  the  outrage."/  And 
therfore  ye  diul  venge  yow  after  the 
ordre  of  right,  that  is  to  seyn  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  ezoesse  ne  by  outrage.  / 
And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  out- 
rage of  your  advecsaries  in  other  manor 
than  right  oomandeth,  ye  sinnen ;  /  and  ajxt 
therfore  seith  Senek :  that  "  a  man  shal 
never  vengen  shrewednesse  by  shrewed- 
nesse.'*/  A2idifyeseye,thatri|^taaceth 
a  JOiU^  to  defenden  violence  by  violence, 
and  fighting  by  fighting,  /  ceartes  ye  seye 
sooth,  whan  the  definse  is  doon  anon 
withKmten  intervalle  or  with-'Otiteii  taryw 
ing  or  delay,  /  for  to  defendsa  him  and 
nat  for  to  vengen  him./  Anditbiboveth 
that  a  man  putte  swioh  «ittem]^er8nee 
in  his  defence,  /  that  m«fl  haive  ho  272$ 
oanse  ne  matere  to  lepfevieft  him  that 
defendeth  him  of  ezoesse  and  Mirage ; 
for  elles  were  it  agayn  vesovn.  /  PaMee, 
ye  knowen  wel,  that  ye  maken  Ho  de« 
fence  as  now  for  to  defende  yow,  but  far 
to  venge  yow ;  /  and  so  sewethit  that  ye 
han  no  vrato  do  yw  dede  sttea&pfefy.  / 
And  therfore,  me  thinketh  that  {laoienc^ 
isgood*    Vor  Salomon  seith:  that  ''he 
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that  is   nst   padent   slial   have   greet 
harm.*"/ 

§49.  *Certe8,'qnodMelibee,  *Igramite 
yow,  that  "vrhaii  a  man  is  inpaoient  and 
wrothf  of  that  that  tonoheth  him  noght 
and  that  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him,  though 

3730  it  harme  him,  it  is  no  wonder.  /  For  the 
lawe  seith:  that  "he  is  oonpahle  that 
entremotteth  or  medleth  -mthswich  thyng 
as  aperteneth  nat  on-to  him.**/  And 
Salomon  seith:  that  "he  that  entre- 
metteth  him  of  the  noyse  or  stryf  of 
another  man,  is  lyk  to  him  that  taketh 
an  honnd  by  the  eres.'*  /  For  right  as  he 
that  taketh  a  straonge  hoond  hy  the  eres 
is  ontherwhylo  biten  with  the  hound,  / 
right  in  the  same  wyse  is  itresonn  that  he 
have  harm,  that  by  his  inpaoienoe  med- 
leth him  of  the  nc^yse  of  another  man, 
•wher-as  it  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him.  / 
But  ye  knowen  wel  that  this  dede,  that  is 
to  seyn,  my  grief  and  my  disese,  tonoheth 

2735  me  right  ny.  /  And  therfore,  though  I 
be  -wroth  and  inpaoient,  it  is  no  mer- 
veille.  /  And  savinge  yonr  grace,  I  can 
nat  seen  that  it  mighte  greetly  harme 
me  though  I  toke  vengeannoe ;  /  for  I  am 
richer  and  more  mighty  than  myne  ene- 
mys  been.  /  And  wel  knowen  ye,  that 
by  moneye  and  by  havinge  grete  posses- 
~"^^-  flions  been  all  the  thlnges  of  this  worid 
governed./     And  Salomon  seith:  that 

2740  *»  alle  thingee  obeyen  to  moneye.*' '  / 

§  60.  Whan  Pradenoe  hadde  herd  hir 
honsbonde  avanten  him  of  his  riehesse 
and  of  his  moneye,  dispreisinge  the 
power  of  hise  adversaries,  she  spak,  and 
8«yde  in  this  wyse :  /  *  oertes,  dere  sir,  I 
gratmte  yow  that  ye  been  rich  and 
mighty,/  and  that  the  richesses  been 
goode  to  hem  that  han  wel  y-geten  hem 
and  wel  coime  nsen  hem.  /  Eor  right  as 
the  body  of  a  man  may  nat  liven  with- 
oute  the  sonle,  namore  may  it  live  with- 
outen  temporelgoodes.  /  And  by  richesses 

a745  may  a  man  gete  him  grete  freendes.  / 
And  therfore  sdthPamphillGS:  "  if  a  net- 
hordes  doghter,"  seith  he,  "  be  riche,  she 
may  chosen  of  a  thousand  men  which  she 
wol  take  to  hir  honsbonde;  /  for,  of 
«  thousand  men,  oon  wol  nat  fonakeo 


hir  ne  reAisen  hir.**/  And  this  Fbm- 
phiUes  seith  also:  "if  thou  be  right 
happy,  that  is  to  seyn,  if  thou  be  right 
riche,  thou  shalt  find  a  greet  nombre  of 
felawes  and  freendes.  /  And  if  thy  for- 
tune change  that  thou  weze  povre,  £gure- 
wel  fireendshipe  and  felaweshipe ;  /  for 
thou  shalt  be  allone  with-outen  any  com- 
panye,  but-if  it  be  the  oompanye  of  povre 
folk.**  /  And  yet  seith  this  Famphilles  sjsl} 
moreover :  that  "  they  that  been  thralle 
and  bonde  of  linage  shullen  been  maad 
worthy  and  noble  by  the  richesses."/ 
And  light  so  as  by  richesses  ther  oomen 
manye  goodes,  right  so  by  poverte  come 
ther  manye  harmes  and  yveles.  /  For 
greet  poverte  constreyneth  a  man  to  do 
manye  jrveles./  And  therfore  depeth 
Oassidore  poverte  "the  moder  of  ruine,'*  / 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  moder  of  over- 
throwinge  or  fiillinge  doun.  /  And  ther-  9755 
fore  seith  Piers  Alfonoe  :  "  oon  of  the 
gretteste  adversitees  of  this  world  ia/ 
whan  a  free  man,  by  kinde  or  by  burthe, 
is  constreyned  by  poverte  to  eten  the 
almesse  of  his  enemy.**  /  And  the  same 
seith  Innocent  in  oon  of  hise  bokee; 
he  seith :  that  "  sorwefol  and  mishappy 
ia  the  condicioun  of  a  povre  begger ;  / 
for  if  he  axe  nat  his  mete,  he  dyeth  for 
hunger;/  and  if  he  axe,  he  dyeth  for 
shame;  and  algates  necessitee  constreyn- 
eth him  to  axe."  /  And  therfore  seith  2760 
Salomon :  that  "  bet  it  is  to  dye*than  for 
to  have  swioh  poverte,**/  And  as  the 
same  Salomon  seith :  "  bettre  it  is  to  dye 
of  bitter  deeth  than  for  to  liven  in  swich 
wyse.**/  By  tiiise  resons  that  I  have 
seid  un-to  yow,  and  by  manye  othere 
resons  that  I  coude  seye,  / 1  graunte  yow 
that  richenes  been  goode  to  hem  that 
geten  hem  wel,  and  to  hem  that  wel  usen 
tho  richesses.  /  And  therfore  wd  I  shewe 
yow  how  ye  ^ul  have  3^ow,  and  how  ye 
shul  here  yow  in  gadertoge  of  richesses, 
and  in  what  manere  ye  shul  usen  hem.  /  276s 

§  61.  First,  ye  diul  geten  hem  with- 
outen  greet  deeyr,  by  good  leyser  sokingly, 
and  nat  over  hastily.  /  For  a  man  that 
is  to  desyringe  to  gete  riohe«es  abaun- 
doneth  him  first  to  thefte  and  to  alio 
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other  yyeke.  /  And  therfore  aeitli  Salo- 
mon :  **  lie  that  hastotfi  him  to  Usly  to 
wexe  riche  shal  be  noon  innooentk"  /  He 
aeithalao:  that" the riohease that hattily 
oometh  to  a  man,  tone  and  lightly  gooth 
andpaMethfroaman;/  bat  that  riohoMo 
that  oometh  litel  and  litel  wexeth  alwogr 

j77oand  moltiplyeth."  /  And  lir,  y^  ahnl 
geten  richesMS  l^  yoor  wit  and  by  joui 
travaiUe  nn-to  your  profit ;  /  and  that 
with-onten  wrong  or  harm-doinge  to  any 
other  persone.  /  For  the  lawe  aeith :  that 
**  ther  maketh  no  man  himfelyen  xiche, 
if  he  do  harm  to  another  wight" ;  /  this 
is  to  f^yn,  that  nature  defandeth  and  f or- 
bedeth  l^  right,  that  no  man  make  hink- 
self  riche  nn-to  the  harm  of  another 
penone.  /  And  TnUina  leith :  that  **  no 
florwe  ne  no  drede  of  deeth,  ne  no-thing 

S775  thatmayiallean4oaman/issonuiehel 
agayn*  nature,  aa  a  man  to  enogowon  hie 
owene  profit  to  the  harmof  another  man.  / 
And  thon^  the  grete  men  and  themighty 
men  geten  rioheiaes  more  lightly  than 
thoo,  /  yet  ihalton  nat  been  ydel  ne  alow 
to  do  thy  profit;  for  thou  ahalt  in  alle 
wyse  flee  ydolnoaae  "  /  For  Salomon 
aeith :  that  "ydelneaae  techeth  a  man  to 
do  manye  yvelea.**  /  And  the  aame  Salo- 
mon aeith :  that  *'  he  that  travailleth  and 
biaieth  him  to  tilien  hia  land,  ahal  eten 

2780  breed ;  /  bnt  he  that  ia  ydel  and  oaateth 
him  to  no  biaineaae  ne  oocnpaoioim,  ahal 
ialle  in-to  poverte,  and  dye  for  hunger."  / 
And  he  that  ia  ydel  and  alow  can  n«vev 
flnde  oovenable  iyme  for  to  doon  hia 
profit  /  For  ther  ia  a  veraifioar  aeith : 
that  "the  ydel  man  exonaeth  hym  in 
winter,  by  caoae  of  the  grete  cold;  and  in 
aomer,  byenoheaonnofthehete."/  For 
thiae  canaea  aeith  Oaton  :  "  waketh  and 
enolyneth  nat  yow  over  mnohel  for  to 
alepe;  for  over  mnohel  reete  noriaaeth 
and  oaaaeth  manye  vicea."  /  And  ther- 
fore  aeith  aeint  Jerome :  "  doth  aomme 
gode  dedea,  that  the  devel  which  ia  onr 

27^  enemy  ne  finde  yow  nat  nnoconpied.'*  / 

For  the  devel  ne  taketh  nat  lightly  nn-to 

hia  werkinge  awiohe  aa  he  findeth  oooa* 

pied  in  gode  werkea."  / 

§52.  Thanne  thna,  in  getinge  rioheaaefl. 


ye  moaten  flee  ydelneaae.  /  And  after- 
ward, ye  ahal  nae  the  rioheaaea,  whiohe  ye 
have  geten  by  yoor  wit  and  by  your 
travaille,  /  in  awich  a  manere,  that  men 
holde  nat  yow  to  acara,  ne  toaparinge,  ne 
to  £ool-large,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  over-largo 
a  apender.  /  For  ri^t  aa  men  Uamen 
an  avariokraa  man  by«eaaaeof  hia  acarsetee 
and  ohinoheiye,  /  in  the  aame  wyae  ia  he  37^ 
to  blame  that  apendeth  over  largely.  / 
And  therforeaetth  Galon:  "nae,"  he  aeith, 
"  thy  rioheaaea  that  thou  haat  geten  /  in 
awich  amanece,  that  men  have  no  matere 
ne  caoae  to  oalle  thee  neither  wreoche  ne 
ohinche ;  for  it  ia  a  greet  ahame  toaman 
to  have  apovere  herte  and  ariohe  para."  / 
He  aeithalao:  "  the  goodea  that  thoa  haat 
y-geten,  nae  hem  by  meaore,"  that  ia  to 
aeyn,  apende  hem  meanrably ;  /  fbr  they  2795 
that  folily  waaten  and  deapenden  the 
goodea  that  they  han,  /  whan  they  han 
namore  propre  of  hir  owene,  they  ahapen 
hem  to  take  the  goodea  of  another  man.  / 
I  aeye  thanne,  that  ye  ahal  fleen  avarioe ;  / 
nainge  your  rioheaaea  in  awich  manere, 
that  men  aeye  nat  that  yoor  richeaaea 
been  y-bnried,  /  bat  that  jre  have  hem  in 
yoor  mightand  in  yoor weeUUnge.  /  For  2800 
a  wya  man  repreveth  the  avaridoaa  man, 
and  aeith  tfaoa,  in  two  vera :  /  "  wherto 
and  why  barieth  a  man  hiaegoodea  by  hia 
grete  avarioe,  and  knoweth  wel  that  nedea 
moate  he  dye ;  /  fbr  deeth  ia  the  ende  ot 
evezy  man  aa  in  thia  pseaent  ly£"  /  And 
for  what  caoae  or  encheaoon  joyneth  he 
him  or  knitteth  he  him  ao  faate  nn-^ 
hiae  goodea,  /  that  alle  hia  wittea  mowen 
nat  diaaoveren  him  or  departen  him  from 
hiae  goodea ;  /  and  knoweth  wel,  oroghte  2805 
knowe,  that  whan  he  ia  deed,  he  ahal  no- 
thing bere  with  him  oat  of  thia  world?/ 
And  ther-fbre  aeith  aeint  Aogoatin :  that 
"the  avaricloaa  man  ia  likned  nn-to 
helle ;  /  that  the  more  it  awelweth,  the 
more  doByr  it  hath  to  awelMre  and  de- 
voare.*'/  Andaawelaayewoldeeaohewe 
to  be  calledanavaricioaa  man  or  ohinche,/ 
aa  wel  aholde  3^  kepe  yow  and  govemo 
yow  in  awich  a  wyae  that  men  cidle  yow 
nat  fbol-large*  /  Therfore  aeiUi  ToUiua  :  2810 
"  the  goodea,"  he  aeith,  "  of  thyn  hoaa  no 
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shcdde  nai  been  hid,  ne  kept  so  dooe  bat 
that  the^  mighte  been  opened  by  pitee 
and  debonairetee" ;/  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
yeven  part  to  hem  that  ban  greet nede;  / 
**ne  thy  goodes  shnTlen  nat  been  so 
opene,  to  been  every  mannes  goodes.*'  / 
Afterward,  in  getinge  of  your  richesses 
and  in  nsinge  hem,  ye  shol  tAwey  have 
three  thinges  in  yonr  herte ;  /  that  is  to 
seyn,  our  lord  god,  oonscienice,  and  good 

9815  name.  /  lizst,  ye  shol  have  god  in  your 
herte;  /  and  for  no  richesse  ye  sfanllen  do 
no-thing,  whioh  may  in  any  manere  dis- 
plesegod,  thatisyoaroreatonrand  maker./ 
For  after  the  word  of  Salomon;  "it  is 
bettre  to  have  a  litel  good  with  the  love  of 
god,/  than  to  have  mnohel  good  and 
tresonr,  and  lese  the  love  of  his  lord  god."/ 
Andtheprophetesetth:  that  *' bettre  it 
ia  to  been  a  good  man  and  have  litel  good 

s8ao  andtresaar,/thantobeenboldenadirewe 
and  have  grete  richesses."/  And  yet 
tieje  I  ferthermore,  that  ye  sholde  ahrey 
doon  yoar  bisiaesse  to  gete  yow  riohossss,/ 
so  that  ye  gete  hem  with  good  oonsoi^ 
enoe.  /  And  th*apostle  seith :  that  *' ther 
nis  thing  in  this  world,  of  whioh  we 
sholden  have  so  greet  joye  as  whan  our 
oonscienoe  beieth  us  good  witaesN.*'/ 
And  the  wyse  man  seith :  "theinbstanoe 
of  a  man  is  fnl  good,  whan  sinne  is  nat 

a8a5  in  mannes  eonsoienoe."/  Afterward,  in 
getinge  of  yonr  riehosson,  and  in  nsinge 
of  hem,  /  yow  moste  have  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  that  yooT  goods  name 
be  alwey  kept  and  oonserved^  /  Por 
8alonM>n  seith :  that  "bettre  it  is  and 
more  it  availleth  a  man  to  have  a  good 
name,  than  for  to  have  grete  ziohesses."  / 
And  therihre  he  seith  in  another  idaoe : 
**  do  greet  diligenoe,**  seith  Salomon,  "in 
hoping  of  thy  freend  and  of  thy  gode 
name ;/ for  it  shal  longer  abide  with  thee 

t8l30  than  any  tresonr,  be  it  never  so  preoioiM.'*  / 
And  oertes  hesholde  nat  be  called  agentil 
man,  that  after  god  and  good  oonscienoe, 
aUe  thinges  left,  ne  dooth  his  diligence 
and  biirinosse  to  kepen  his  good  name.  / 
And  Oassidore  seith :  that  "it  is  eigne  of 
a  gentil  herte,  whan  a  man  loveth  and 
desyreth  to  ban  a  ^ood  jiame.*' /   And 


therfore  seith  seint  Angnstin :  that "  ther 
been  two  thinges  that  am  neoessarie  and 
nedefblle,  /  and  that  is  good  conscience 
and  good  loos ;  /  that  is  to  seyn,  good 
oonscienoe  to  thyn  owoie  persone  inward, 
and  good  loos  for  thy  neighebore  oat- 
Wttzd."  /  And  he  that  larosteth  him  so  2^ 
machel  in  his  gode  conscience,  /  that  he 
displeeeth  and  setteth  at  noght  his  gode 
name  or  loos,  and  r^lceth  noght  thoogh 
he  kqpe  nat  his  gode  name,  nis  bat  a  eroel 
oherL/ 

§  66.  Siie,  now  have  I  shewed  yow  how 
ye  shol  do  in  getinge  nchesses,  and  how 
ye  shnllen  usen  hem ;  /  and  I  see  wel, 
that  ioae  tiie  tnist  that  ye  han  in  yoore 
rJohosBoo,  ye  wole  moeve  werre  and 
bataiilA  /  I  oonseille  yow,  that  ye  bi- 
ginne  no  wezre  in  trnst  of  yoor  richesses ; 
ftr  they  ne  BuStyBen.  noght  werres  to  mayn- 
tene.  /  And  therioie  seith  a  philosophre :  3840 
"  that  man  that  deiyreth  and  wolealgates 
ban  werre,  shal  never  have  saffisaonoe ;  / 
for  the  richer  that  he  is,  the  gretter 
despenses  moste  he  make,  if  he  wole  have 
wotship  and  viotorie."  /  And  Salomon 
seith}  that  "the  gretter  richesses  that 
a  man  hath,  the  mo  despendoars  he 
hath.'7  And  den  sire,  al-be4t  so  that 
for  yooT  richesses  ye  mowe  have  mochri 
folk,  /  yet  bihoveth  it  nat,  ne  it  is  nat 
good,  to  biginne  werre,  where-as  ye  mowe 
in  other  manere  have  pees,  on^to  yoor 
worship  and  profits  /  For  the  victories  3845 
of  batailles  that  been  in  this  world,  lyen 
nat  in  greet  nombre  or  moltitade  of  the 
peple  ne  in  the  verta  of  man ;  /  bat  it 
lyth  in  the  wil  and  in  the  hand  of  oar 
lord  god  almighty.  /  And  therfore  Jodas 
Kachabeos,  which  was  goddes  knii^t,  / 
whan  he  sholde  fl^le  agayn'his  advert 
sarie  that  hadde  a  greet  nombre,  and 
a  gretter  moltitade  of  folk  and  strenger 
than  was  this  peple  of  Machabee,  /  yet 
he  reoonforted  his  litel  oompanye,  and 
seyderie^t  in  this  wyse:/  "  als  lightly,**  aQso 
qaod  he,  "may  oor  lard  god  almighty 
yeve  viotone  to  a  fBwe  folk  as  to  many 
fblk }  /  for  tha  viotorie  of  bataile  oometh 
nat  by  the  grete  nombre  of  peple,  /  but  it 
oometh  team  ear  lord  god  of  hevene."  / 
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And  d«pe  fir,  for  m  mnolMl  as  there  is 
no  man  oartein,  if  he  be  worthy  that  god 
yeve  him  victorie,  [f  namore  than  he  ia 
certain  whether  he  be  worthy  of  the  love 
of  god]  or  nanght)  after  that  Salomon 
seith,  /  therfore  every  man  aholde  greetly 

3855  drede  werree  to  biginnew  /  And  by-oanae 
that  in  bataillea  fallen  manye  perila,  /  and 
happeth  o«ither-whila)  that  aa  sone  is  the 
grete  man  deyn  as  the  litel  man ;  /  and, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  seoonde  book  of 
Klnges,  "the  dedes  of  batailles  been 
aventnrottsa  and  nothing  oerteyne;/  for 
as  li^tly  Is  oon  hnrt  with  a  spare  as 
another."  /  And  to  ther  is  gret  peril  in 
werre,  therfore  sholde  a  man  flee  and 
esohewe  werre,    in    as    mnohel   as   a 

a86o  man  may  good^.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
"he  that  loveth  peril  shal  fiOle  in 
peril."'/ 

§54  After  that  Dame  Pmdenoe  hadde 
spoken  in  this  maaere,  MeHbee  answerde 
and  seyde,  /  *  I  see  wel,  dame  Prudence, 
that  by  yeor  fidre  wordes  and  by  your 
resons  that  ye  ban  shewed  me,  that  the 
werre  lykeih  yow  no-thing ;  /  bntlhave 
nat  yet  herd  yonr  oonseil,  how  I  dial  do 
in  this  nede.'  / 

.  §66.  *€ertes,*  qnod  die,  *I  oonseille 
yow  that  ye  aooorde  with  yoore  adver- 

2865  saries,  and  that  ye  have  pees  with  hem.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  hiss  epistles :  that 
"  by  concord  and  pees  the  smiUe  richesses 
wezen  grete,  /  and  bydebaat  and  discord 
the  grete  rjehtssos  fUlen  doon.**  /  And 
ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the  gretteste 
and  most  sovereyn  thing,  that  is  in  this 
world,  is  nnitee  and  pees.  /  And  ther- 
fore seyde  oitre  lord  Jesn  Crist  to  hise 
apostles  in  this  wyse :  /  **  wel  happy  and 
blessed  been  they  thai  loven  and  pnr- 
ehacen  pees ;  for  they  been  called  children 

aSToofgod.'"/  *AI*qaod]Celibee,*now8ee 
I  wel  that  ye  loven  nat  myn  honour 
ne  my  worahipe.  /  Ye  knowen  w^  that 
myne  adversaries  han  bigonnen  this 
debaat  and  brige  by  hir  outrage ;  /  and 
ye  see  wel  that  they  ne  reqneren  ne 
preyen  me  nat  of  pees,  ne  they  asken  nat 
to  be  reoonailed,  /  Wol  ye  thanne  that 
I  go  and  make  me  and  obeye  me  to  hem, 


and  crye  hem  mercy? /    For sothe,  that' 
were  nat  my  worship.  /    Forrightasmen  9875 
se3^  that  "over^greet  homlinesse  en- 
gendreth  dispreysinge,"  so  i^ureth  it  by  to 
greet  hnmylitee  or  mekenesse.*  / 

§  66.  Thanne  bigan  dame  Pmdence  to 
maken  semUant  of  vrratthe,  and  seyde,  / 
*  certes,  sir,  sanf  yonr  grace,  I  love  yonr 
honour  and  year  profit  as  I  do  myn 
owene,  and  ever  have  doon ;  /  ne  ye  ne 
noon  other  «yen  never  the  contrarie.  / 
And  yit,  if  I  hadde  8e3rd  that  ye  sholde 
han  pnrohaced  the  pees  and  the  reoon* 
siliaoionn,  I  ne  hadde  nat  mnohel  mis- 
taken me,  ne  seyd  amis.  /  For  the  wyse  a88o 
man  seith:  "thedissensionnbiginnethby 
another  man,  and  the  reconsiling  bi« 
ginnethbythj^self.**/  And  the  prophets 
seith :  "  flee  ihrewednesse  and  do  good- 
ne«e ;  /  soke  pees  and  folwe  it,  asmnohel 
as  in  thee  is."  /  Yet  sesre  I  nat  that  ye 
shnl  rather  porsne  to  yonr  adversaries  for 
pees  than  they  shnln  to  yow ;  /  for  I 
knows  wel  that  ye  been  so  hard-herted, 
that  ye  wol  do  no-thing  for  me.  /  And  2885 
Salomon  seith  :  "  he  that  hath  over-hard 
an  herte,  atte  lasts  he  shal  mishappe  and 
mistyde."*/ 

§  67.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  dame 
Pmdence  maken  semUant  of  wratthe,  he 
seyde  in  this  wyse,  /  '  dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thin^  that  I 
seye;/  for  ye  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angry 
and  WTooth,  and  that  is  no  wonder;/ 
and  they  that  been  wrothe  witen  nat  wel 
what  they  doon,  ne  what  they  seyn.  /  J890 
Therfore  the  prophete  seith :  that  "trou- 
bled eyen  han  no  deer  sights.  **/  But 
seyeth  and  oonseileth  me  as  yow  lyketh ; 
for  I  am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol 
desyre;/  and  if  ye  reprove  me  of  my 
fdye,  I  am  the  more  holden  to  love  yow 
and  to  inreyse  yow.  /  For  Salon^ on  seith ; 
that  "  he  that  repreveth  him  that  doth 
fol3^  /  he  shal  ilnde  gretter  grace  than 
he thatdeoeyvethhim byswete wordes.***  /  08915 

§  6a  nianne  seide  dame  Pmdence,  '  I 
make  no  semblsnt  of  wratthe  ne  an^fer 
but  for  your  grete  proiH  /  For  Salomon 
seith :  "  he  is  more  worth,  that  repreveth 
or  chydeth  a  fool  for  his  folye,  shewinge 
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him  semblant  of  trratthe,  /  than  he  that 
sapporteth  him  and  pre3^8eth  him  in  his 
misdoinge,  and  langheth  at  his  folye.**  / 
And  thia  same  Salomon  seith  afterward ; 
that  "by  the  sorweftil  visage  of  a  man," 
that  is  to  seyn,  by  the  sory  and  hevy 
conntenaonce  of  a  man,  /  **the  fool  oor- 

apoo  reoteth  and  amendeth  him-self.'*  *  / 

§  6a  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  *I  shal 
nat  conne  answere  to  %o  manye  &ire 
resonns  as  ye  pntten  to  me  and  shewen.  / 
Seyeth  shortly  your  wil  and  your  conseil, 
and  I  am  al  ready  to  fdlfille  and  par- 
fonme  it.'  / 

§  60.  Thanne  dame  Pmdence  disooTered 
al  hirwil  to  him, and  seyde,  /  '  loonseille 
yow,'  qnod  she,  *  aboven  alle  thlnges,  that 
ye  make  pees  bitwene  god  and  yow;/ 
and  both  reoonsiled  nn-to  him  and  to  his 

9905  graoe.  /  Por  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heei^ 
bifom,  god  hath  soffirad  yow  to  have  this 
tribnlaoionn  and  disese  for  your  sinnes.  / 
And  if  3^  do  as  I  sey  yow,  god  wol  sonde 
yonr  adversaries  nn-to  yow,  /  and  maken 
hem  fallen  at  yoor  feet,  redy  to  do  yonr 
wil  and  yonr  oomandements.  /  For 
Salomon  seith:  **whan  the  oondieionn 
of  man  is  plesanntand  Hkinge  to  god,  /  he 
chaongeth  the  hertes  of  themannes  adver- 
saries, and  constreyneth  hem  to  biseken 

tpio  him  of  pees  and  of  graoe."  /  And  I  pr^ 
yow,  lot  me  speke  with  yonr  adversaries 
in  privee  place;/  for  they  shnl  nat  knowe 
that  it  be  of  yoor  wil  or  yonr  asMnt.  / 
And  thanne,  whan  I  knowe  hir  wil  and 
hir  entente,  I  miQroonseille  yow  the  more 
senrly/  / 

§  61.  <Dame,'  qnod  Melibee,  'dooth 
yonr  wil  and  yonr  lykinge,  /  for  I  pntte 
me  hooUy  in  yonr  disposicionn  and  or- 

S915  dinannoe.'  / 

§  62.  Thanne  Dame  Pmdence,  whan 
she  sangh  the  gode  wil  of  her  honsbonde, 
delibered  and  took  avys  in  hir-self^  / 
thinkinge  how  she  mights  bringe  this 
nede  nn-to  a  good  conolnsionn  and  to 
a  good  ende.  /  And  whan  she  sangh  hir 
tyme,  she  sente  for  thise  adversaries  to 
come  nn-to  hir  in-to  a  privee  place,  /  and 
shewed  wysly  nn-to  hem  the  grete  goodes 
that  oomen   of  pees,/  and  the  grete 


harmes  and  perils  that  been  in  werre ;  /  a^ao 
and  s^e  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere, 
how  that  hem  onghte  have  greet  repent- 
annce  /  of  the  injnrie  and  wrong  that 
th^y  hadden  doon  to  Melibee  hir  lord,  and 
to  hir,  and  to  hir  doghter.  / 

§  68.  And  whan  th^y  herden  the  good- 
liohe  wordes  of  dame  Pmdence,  /  they 
weren  so  surprised  and  ravisshed,  and 
hadden  so  greet  jojre  of  hir,  that  wonder 
was  to  telle./  *AI  lady!'  qnod  they, 
*  ye  han  shewed  nn-to  ns  *^  the  blessinge 
of  swetnesse,"  after  the  sawe  of  David  the 
prophete ;  /  for  the  reconsilinge  which  3915 
we  been  nat  worthy  to  have  inno  manere,/ 
bat  we  oghte  reqnersn  it  with  greet  con- 
tridonn  and  hnmilitee,  /  ye  of  yonr  grete 
goodnesse  have  presented  nnto  ns.  /  Now 
see  we  wel  that  the  science  and  the  con- 
ninge  of  Salomon  is  fVil  trewe ;  /  for  he 
seith:  that  **swete  wordes  mnltiplyen 
and  eneresenfireendes,  and  maken  shrewes 
to  be  debonaire  and  meke."  /  1930 

§64.  Certes,'  qnod  they,  *we  pntten 
onr  dede  and  al  our  matere  and  oanse  al 
hooUyinyoorgoodewil;/  andbeenredy 
to  obeye  to  the  specdie  and  oomandement 
of  my  lord  Melibee.  /  And  therfore,  dens 
and  benigne  lady,  we  preyen  yow  and 
biseke  yow  as  mekely  as  we  conne  and 
mowen,  /  that  it  lyke  nn-to  yonr  grete 
goodnesse  to  ftilfillen  in  dede  yonr  good- 
liohe  wordes ;  /  for  we  oonsideren  and 
knowlichen  that  we  han  offended  and 
greved  my  lord  Melibee  oat  of  mesnre  ,*  /  S935 
so  fiarforth,  that  we  be  nat  of  power  to 
maken  hise  amendes./  And  therfore 
we  oblige  and  binden  ns  and  onr  fireendes 
to  doon  al  his  wil  and  hise  oomande- 
ments./ Bnt  peraventare  he  hath  swioh 
hevinesse  and  swich  wratthe  to  ns-ward, 
by-oaose  of  onr  offence,  /  that  he  wole 
enjoyne  ns  swich  a  peyne  as  wemowe  nat 
here  ne  sostene.  /  And  therfore,  noble 
lady,  we  biseke  to  yonr  wommanlypitee,/  2940 
to  taken  swich  avysement  in  this  nede, 
that  we,  ne  oar  freendes,  be  nat  desherited 
ne  destroyed  thnrgh  onr  fblye.'  / 

§65.  '  Certes,' qnod  Pmdence,*  it  is  aa 
hard  thing  and  right  perihras,  /  that 
a  man  potte  him  al  ootrely  in  the  arfai* 
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traoSoon  and  jnggemant,  and  in  the  might 
and  power  of  hiae  enemya.  /  For  Salomon 
■eith  t  **leveth  me,  and  yereth  oredMioe 
to  that  I  shal  ieyn ;  I  aeye,**  qnod  he, 
"  ye  peple,  folk,  and  goyemoors  of  holy 
chirche,  /  to  thy  sone,  to  thy  wyf,  to  thy 

9945  iireend,  ne  to  thy  hrother  /  ne  j^ere  thoa 
never  might  ne  maistrie  of  thy  hody,  whyl 
thoa  liveat."  /  Now  aithen  he  defendeth, 
that  man  ahal  nat  yeren  to  hia  hrother  ne 
to  his  freend  the  mig^t  of  hia  hody,  /  hy 
astrenger  reaonn  he  defendeth  and  fbr- 
hedeth  a  man  to  yeven  him-aelf  to  hia 
enemy.  /  And  natheloea  I  oonaeille  yoo, 
that  ye  miatmite  nat  my  lord.  /  "For 
I  woot  wel  and  knowe  rerraily ,  that  he  ia 

9990  dehonaire  and  make,  large,  onrteyit  /  and 
nothing  deiyrona  ne  coveitoaa  of  good  ne 
rioheeae.  /  For  ther  nia  no-thing  in  thia 
world  that  he  de^yreth,  save  only  worship 
and  hononr.  /  Forther-more  I  knowe 
wel,  and  am  right  senr,  that  he  ahal 
northing  doon  in  thia  node  with<<mten 
my  oonaeU.  /  And  I  ahal  so  werken  in 
this  canae,  that,  hy  graoe  of  oar  lord 
god,  ye  ahal  heen  reconsiled  on-to  as.*  / 

§  66.  Thanne  seyden  they  with  o  vols, 
*  worshipftil  lady,  we  patten  as  and  oar 
goodes  al  Mly  in  yoar  wil  and  disposi- 

9955  oioan ;  /  and  heen  redy  to  oomen,  what 
day  that  it  lyke  nn-to  yoor  nohlesse  to 
limite  as  or  assigne  as,  /  for  tomaken  oar 
ohligacioan  and  bond  as  strong  as  it 
lyketh  on-to  yoor  goodnease ;  /  that  we 
mowe  ftUflUe  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  ICelibee.'  / 

§67.  Whan  dame  Pradenoehadde  herd 
the  anawerea  of  thise  men,  she  had 
hem  goon  agayn  prively;/  and  she  re- 
toomed  to  hir  lord  Melibee,  and  tolde 
him  how  she  fond  hise  adversaries  ftil 

9960  repentant,  /  knowlechinge  ftil  lowely  hir 
sinnes  and  trespas,  and  how  th«y  were 
redy  to  saffren  al  pesn:^  /  reqairinge 
and  presringe  him  of  meroy  and  pxtee.  / 

§  da  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  *  he  is  wel 
worthy  to  have  pardoan  and  faryitaene 
of  his  sinne,  that  excaseth  nat  his  sinne,  / 
bat  knowlecheth  it  and  repenteth  him, 
aadnge  indolgenoe.  /  For  Senek  seith : 
^  ther  is  the  remisaioan  and  foryifiiesse, 


whereas  oonilBsaioan  is  ** ;  /  for  confession  S965 
is  neighebore  to  innocence.  /  And  he 
aeith  in  another  place ;  **he  that  hath 
shame  for  his  sinne  and  knowlecheth  it^ 
is  worthy  remisrioan.**  And  therfore  I 
aasente  and  conferme  me  to  have  pees ;  / 
bat  it  is  good  that  we  do  it  nat  with-onten 
the  assent  and  wil  of  oar  fireendes.'  / 

§  60.  Thanne  was  Pradence  right  glad 
and  joyeftil,  and  seyde,/  *Oertea,  sir,' 
good  she,  *ye  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
swered. /  For  right  as  by  the  conseil,  2970 
assent,  and  help  of  yoar  fireendes,  ye  han 
been  stired  to  venge  s^ow  and  maken 
werre,  /  right  so  with-oaten  hir  conseil 
shal  ye  nat  aoeorden  s^ow,  ne  have  peea 
with  yoar  adversaries.  /  For  the  lawe 
seith:  "  ther  nis  no-thing  so  good  by  wey 
of  kinde,  as  a  thing  to  been  anboande  l^ 
him  that  it  was  y-boande."  >  / 

§  70.  And  thanne  dame  Pradence, 
with-ooten  delay  or  taryinge,  sente  anon 
hir  moassgos  for  hir  kin,  and  for  hir  olde 
fireendea  whiohe  that  were  trewe  and 
wyse,  /  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre,  in  the 
preaence  of  Melibee,  al  this  matere  as  it 
ia  aboven  expressed  and  declared ;  /  and  ^975 
preyden  hem  that  they  wolde  yeven  hir 
avya  and  conseil,  what  best  were  to  doon 
in  this  nede.  /  And  whan  Melibees 
fireendea  hadde  taken  hir  avys  and  de* 
liberadoan  of  the  forseide  mMere,  /  and 
hadden  examined  it  by  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  /  they  yave  All  conseil 
for  to  have  pees  and  reste ;  /  and  that 
Melibee  sholde  receyve  with  good  herte 
hise  adversaries  to  foryifhesseandmercy.  /  0980 

§  71.  And  whan  dame  Pradence  hadde 
herd  the  aasent  of  hir  lord  Melibee,  and 
the  conseil  of  hise  fireendes,  /  acoorde 
with  hir  wille  and  hir  entenoioan,  /  she 
was  wonderly  glad  in  hir  herte,  and 
seyde  :  /  *ther  is  an  old  proverbe,'  qaod 
she,  *seith:  that  "the  goodnease  that 
thoa  mayst  do  thia  day,  do  it;/  and 
at^yde  nat  ne  delaye  it  nat  til  to-morwe.**  /  3985 
And  therfore  I  oonaeille  that  ye  sonde 
yoar  meangea,  swlohe  as  been  discrete 
and  wyse,  /  an-to  yoar  adversaries ;  tel- 
linge  hem,  on  yoar  bihalve,  /  that  if  they 
wole  trete  ef  pees  and  of  accord,  /  that 
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they   Bhape   hem,  "witii-onten   delay  or 
tai^izig,  to  oomen  nn-to  ns.'/    Which 

2990  thing  parfonmed  was  in  deda  /  And 
-vrhanne  thise  trespaasonra  and  repentinge 
folk  of  hir  Iblies,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  ad- 
versaries of  ICelibee,  /  hodden  herd  what 
thise  messagfers  8e3rden  nn-to  hem,  /  they 
weren  right  glad  and  joyofnl,  and  an- 
swereden  ful  mekely  and  b^iignely,  / 
yeldinge  graces  and  thankinges  to  hir 
lord  Melibee  and  to  al  his  oompanye ;  / 
and  shopen  hem,  with-ooten  delay,  to  go 
with  the  messageis,  and  obeye  to  the 

^99S  oomandement  of  hir  lord  Melibee.  / 

§  72.  And  light  anon  they  token  hir 
wey  to  the  court  of  Kelibee,  /  and  token 
with  hem  somme  of  hir  trewe  freendes, 
to  maken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  been 
hir  horwes.  /  And  whan  they  were 
oomen  to  the  presenoe  of  Melibee,  he  soyde 
hem  thise  wordes :  /  ^  it  staadeth  thus,' 
qnod  Melibee,  'and  sooth  it  is,  that 
ye,  /  oauseleis,  and  with-onten  skile  and 

3000  resonn,  /  han  doon  grete  ii^nries  and 
wronges  to  me  and  to  my  wyf  Fmdenoe, 
and  to  my  doghter  also.  /  For  ye  han 
entred  in-to  myn  hoos  l^  violenoe,  /  and 
have  doon  swioh  ooiiage,  that  alle  men 
knowen  wel  that  ye  have  deserved  the 
deeth ;  /  and  therfore  wdl  I  knowe  and 
wite  of  yow,  /  whethw  ye  wol  pntte  the 
pnnissement  and  the  dhastysinge  and  the 
vengeance  of  this  ontrage  in  the  wil  of 
me  and  of  my  wyf  Prndeooe ;  or  ye  wol 

3op5nat?'/ 

§  78.  Thanne  the  wyseste  of  hem  three 
answerde  for  hem  alle,  and  seyde:/ 
*  sire,'  qnod  he,  *  we  knowen  wel,  that  we 
been  nnworthy  to  oomen  nn-to  the  ooturt 
of  so  greet  a  lord  and  so  woorthy  as  ye 
been.  /  For  we  han  so  greetly  *wW.!\H" 
us,  and  han  offended  and  agilt  in  swioh 
a  wyse  agayn  your  heigh  lordshipe,  / 
that  trewely  we  han  deswved  the  deeth./ 
But  yet,  for  the  gxete  goodnesn  and 
debonairetee  that  all  the  world  witneswth 

Soio  of  your  persone,  /  we  submitten  us  to  the 
ezoeUenc#a&d  benignltee  of  your  gradons 
lox44iip%  /  and  been  redy  toobeie  to  alle 
youff  oomi»ndw>c»ts ;  /  bisekinge  yow, 
th«t  of  your  sisiclable  pitee  ye  wol  oon- 


sidere  our  grete  repentonnoe  and  lowe 
submitsionn,  /  and  graonten  us  ibzyeve- 
nesfe  of  our  outrageous  trespas  and  of- 
fence. /  For  wel  we  knowe,  that  your 
liberal  grace  and  meroy  strecchen  hem 
ferther  in-to  goodnesse,  than  doon  our 
ontrageouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to  wik- 
kedneese ;  /  al-be-it  that  cursedly  and  3015 
dampnably  we  han  agilt  agayn  your 
heigh  lordshipe.'/ 

§  IL  Thanne  Kelibee  took  hem  up  fro 
the  ground  fol  benignely,  /  and  reoeyved 
hir  obligaoiouns  and  hir  bondes  by  hir 
othes  up-on  hir  plegges  and  borwes,  / 
and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  re- 
touxne  un-to  his  court,  /  for  to  accq»te 
and  reosyve  the  sentence  and  jugement 
that  Melibee  wolde  oomande  to  be  doon 
on  hem  by  the  causes  afore-seyd;/  whiohe  3000 
thinges  ordeyned,  every  man  retoumed  to 
hishons./ 

§  75.  And  whan  that  dame  Prudence 
saugh  hir  iyme,  she  freyned  and  axed 
hir  lord  Kelibee,  /  what  vengeance  he 
thoughte  to  taken  of  hise  adversaries  ?  / 

§  76.  To  which  KeUbee  answerde  and 
scyde,  'certes,'  quod  he,  'I  thinke  and 
purpose  ma  fully/  to  desherite  hem  of  al 
that  ever  they  han,  and  for  to  putte  hem 
in  ezil  tor  ever.'  /  ^095 

§  77.  (Oertes,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
*  this  were  a  cruel  sentence,  and  muchel 
agayn  resoun.  /  For  ye  been  riche  y- 
nough,  and  han  no  node  of  other  mennes 
good ;  /  and  ye  mighte  lightly  in  this 
wyse  gete  yow  a  coveitous  name,  /  which 
is  a  vicious  thing,  and  oghte  been 
eschewed  of  every  good  man./  Forafter 
the  sawe  of  the  word  of  the  apostle  £ 
**ooveitlseisroteofallehazmes."/  And  3030 
tfaerfiure,  it  were  betbne  for  yoiw  to  less  so 
muchel  good  of  your  owene,  than  for  to 
takenof  hir  good  in  this  manere./  For 
bettre  it  is  to  lesen  good  with  wecshipe, 
than  it  is  to  winne  good  with  vileinye 
and  shame.  /  And  every  man  oghte  to 
doon  his  diligence  and  his  bisinesse  to 
geten  him  a  good  name.  /  And  yet  shal 
he  nat  only  bisie  him  in  kepinge  ^  his 
good  name,  /  but  he  shal  also  enforoen 
him  alwey  to  do  som-thing  by  ^^eh  he 
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3035  may  renovelle  bis  good  name;  /  for  it  is 
writen,  that  "the  olde  good  loos  or  good 
name  of  a  man  is  sone  goon  and  passed, 
whan  it  is  nat  newed  ne  renovelled."  / 
And  as  tonchinge  that  70  seyn,  ye  wole 
exile  your  adversaries,  /  that  thinketh 
me  mnchel  agayn  resonn  and  ont  of 
mesore,  /  considered  the  power  that  they 
han  yeve  yow  np-on  hem<«elf.  /  And  it 
is  writen,  that  '*  he  is  worthy  to  lesen  his 
privilege  that  misoseth  the  might  and 

9040  the  power  that  is  yeven  him.'*  /  And  I 
sette  cas  ye  mighte  enjoyne  hem  that 
peyne  by  right  and  hy  hiiw<et  /  which  I 
trowe  ye  mowe  nat  do,  / 1  seye,  ye  mighte 
nat  patten  it  to  ezecnoionn  per-aven- 
tore,  /  and  thanne  were  it  lykly  to  re- 
tonme  to  the  werre  as  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  therfore,  if  ye  wole  that  men  do  yow 
obeisance,  ye  moste  demon   more  cnr- 

3045  teisly ;  /  this  is  to  seyn,  ye  moste  yeven 
more  esy  sentences  and  jngements.  / 
For  it  is  writen,  that  "he  that  most 
cnzteisly  oomandeth,  to  him  men  most 
obeyen.'*/  And  therfore,  I  prey  yow 
that  in  this  necessitee  and  in  this  nede^ 
ye  caste  yow  to  overcome  your  herte.  / 
For  Senek  seith :  that  "  he  that  over^ 
oometh  his  herte,  overcometh  twyea,^'  / 
And  Tollins   seith:  "ther  is  no-thing 

$090  BO  oomendable  in  a  greet  lord  /  as  whan 
he  is  debonaire  and  meke,  and  appeseth 
him  lightly.**  /  And  I  pr^  yow  that  ye 
wole  £>rbeie  now  to  do  vengeance,  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  your  goode  name 
may  be  kept  and  conserved ;  /  and  that 
men  mowe  have  cause  and  matere  to 
preyse  yow  of  pitee  and  of  mercy ;  /  and 
that  ye  have  no  cause  to  repente  yow  of 

3055  thing  that  ye  doon.  /  For  Senek  seith : 
"  he  overcometh  in  an  yvel  manere,  that 
repenteth  him  of  his  viotorie.**  /  Wher- 
fore  I  pray  yow,  lat  mercy  been  in  yonr 
miad^  and  in  your  herte,  /  to  th*efifect 


and  entente  that  god  almighty  have 
mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  jngement.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  his  epistle: 
"jngement  withonten  mercy  shal  be 
doon  to  him,  that  hath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight."*/ 

§  78.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  tho 
grete  sidles  and  resonns  of  dame  Pra- 
denee,  and  hir  wise  inlbrmacioims  and 
tecliinges,  /  his  herte  gan  endyne  to  the  3o6o 
wil  of  his  wyf,  oonsideringe  hir  trewe 
exktente;  /  and  conformed  him  anon, 
and  assented  ftilly  to  werken  after  hir 
eonseil;/  and  thcmked  god,  of  whom 
procedeth  al  vertn  and  aUe  goodnesse, 
that  him  sente  a  wyf  of  so  greet  discre- 
cionn.  /  And  whan  the  day  cam  that 
hise  adversaries  sholde  apperen  in  his 
presence,  /  he  spak  unto  hem  fal  goodly, 
and  seyde  in  this  wyse  :  /  *  al-be-it  so  that  3065 
of  your  pryde  and  presompcioun  and 
folic,  and  of  jronr  necligence  and  nn- 
conninge^/  ye  have  ouabom  yow  and 
trespassed  un^to  me ;  /  yet,  for  as  much 
aslseeand  biholde  your  grete  hnmilitee,  / 
and  that  ye  been  sory  and  repentant  of 
yonr  giltes,  /  it  constreyneth  me  to  doon 
yow  grace  and  mercy.  /  Therfore  I  re-  3070 
ceyve  yow  to  my  graoe,  /  and  foryeve 
yow  ontrely  alle  the  offences,  injuries, 
and  wronges,  that  ye  have  doon  agayn 
me  and  myne ;  /  to  tihis  effect  and  to  this 
ende,  that  god  of  his  endelees  mercy  / 
wole  at  the  tyme  of  our  dyinge  foryeven 
ns  onr  giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to 
him  in  this  wreoched  world.  /  For  donte- 
lees,  if  we  be  soiy  and  rep^atant  of  the 
sinnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  tres- 
paswd  in  the  sighte  of  onr  lord  god,  /  he  3075 
is  so  free  and  so  merciable,/  that  he 
wole  foxyeven  ns  onr  giltes,  /  and  bringen 
ns  to  his  bUsse  that  never  hath  ende« 
Amen.*/  3078 


Here  is  ended  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee  and  of  Dame  Pmdence. 
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The  mery  wordet  of  the  Host  to  the  Monk. 


Whah  ended  was  my  tale  of  Mellbee, 
AndofPmdenceandhirbenignitee,  3080 
Our  hoste  seyde,  '  as  I  am  falihftil  man, 
And  by  the  precions  corpus  Madrian, 
I  hadde  lever  than  a  barel  ale 
That  goode  lief  my  wyf  hadde  herd  this 

tale! 
'  For  she  nis  no-thing  of  swich  jgapi^oe 
As  was  this  Melibens  wyf  Pmdence.  3086 
.  By  goddes  bones !  whan  I  bete  my  knaves, 
She  bringth  me  forth  the  grete  clobbed 

staves,  (10) 

And  oryeth,  "sleethe  dogges  everiehoon, 
And  brek  hem,bothe  bak  and  every  boon.'* 
And  if  that  any  neighebor  of  myne      $091 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  to  my  wyf  enclyne, 
Or  be  BO  hardy  to  hir  to  trespace, 
Whan  she  oomth  hoom,  she  rampeth  in 

my  face,  3094 

And  oryeth, "  ftdse  coward,  wreek  thy  wjrf! 
By  corpus  bones !  I  wol  have  thy  knyf. 
And  thon  shalt  have  my  distaf  and  go 

spinne !  ** 
Fro  day  to  night  right  thns  she  wol  bi- 

ginne ,—  (20) 

**  Alias !  **  she  seith,  "that  ever  I  was  shape 
To  wedde  a  milksop  or  a  coward  ape,  3100 
That  wol  be  overlad  with  every  wight ! 
Then  darst  nat  stonden  by  thy  wyyea 

right!" 
This  is  my  lyf,  bnt-if  that  I  wol  fighte ; 
And  ont  at  dore  anon  I  moot  me  dighte. 
Or  elles  I  am  bat  lost,  bnt-if  that  I     3105 
Be  lyk  a  wilde  leonn  fool-hardy. 
I  woot  wel  she  wol  do  me  sleo  som  day 
Som  neighebor,  and  thanne  go  my  wey.  (30) 


For  I  am  perilons  with  knyf  in  honde, 
Al  be  it  that  I  dar  nat  hir  withstonde,  31 10 
For  she  is  big  in  armes,  by  my  feith. 
That  shal  he  finde,  that  hir  misdooth  or 

seith. 
Bnt  lat  ns  passe  awey  iVo  this  matere. 
My  lord  the  Monk,*  quod  he,  '  be  mery 

of  chere ; 
For  ye  shol  telle  a  tale  trewely.  3115 

Lo !  Bonchestre  stant  beer  faste  by  t 
Byd  forth,  myn  owene  lord,  brek  nat  our 

game,  (39) 

Bnt,  by  my  tronthe,rknowe  natyonrname, 
Wher  shal  I  calle  yow  my  lord  dan  John, 
Or  dan  Thomas,  or  elles  dan  Albon  ?    3120 
Of  what  hons  be  ye,  by  yonr  fhder  kin  ? 
I  vow  to  god,  thon  hast  a  ftil  fledr  skin. 
It  is  a  gentil  pasture  ther  thon  gooet ; 
Thon  art  nat  lyk  a  penannt  or  a  goost. 
Upon  my  feith,  thon  art  som  officer,  3125 
Some  worthy  sextoyn,  or  som  celerer, 
For  by  my  fyAer  sonle,  as  to  my  doom, 
Thon  art  a  maisterwhanthon  artathoom; 
No  povre  cloisterer,  ne  no  novys,         (51) 
Btlt  a  g<^emotlr,  w;^ly  and  wys.         3130 
And  therwithal  of  brawnes  and  of  bones 
A  wel-faring  persone  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  to  god,  yeve  him  conftisionn 
That  first  thee  broghte  nn-to  religioim ; 
Thon  woldest  ban  been  a  trede-fonl  aright. 
Haddestow  as  greet  a  leve,  as  thon  hast 

might  3136 

To  parfonme  al  thy  Inst  in  engendmre, 
Thon  haddest  bigeten  many  a  creature. 
Alas  t  why  werestow  so  wyd  a  cope  ?     (61) 
Qodyevemesorwe  I  bnt,  and  Iwere  a  pope, 
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Koi<mlyih<m,lmt«Texymi^tyiBan,  3141 
Thogh  he  were  shorn  ftil  hye  upon  hii  pan, 
SholdehaTeawsTf;  for  al  the  world  islom! 
\  Beligionn  hath  take  np  al  the  00m  3144 
'  Of  treding,and  we  borel  men  hen  ehrlmpes ! 
Of  fehle  trees  ther  comen  wrecohed  impei. 
This  maketh  that  our  heirai  heen  lo 
Bolendre  (69) 

Andfeble,  that  theymay  nai  welengendre. 
This  maketh  that  onr  wyres  wol  asnye 
Beligions  folk,  for  ye  may  bettre  poye  3150 
Of  Venns  payaments  than  mowe  we ; 
€k>d  woot,  no  Inssheborghes  payen  ye  I 
Bat  be  nat  wrooth,  my  lord,  for  that  I 
pleye; 
I  iFol  ofte  in  game  a  sooth  I  have  herd  seye.* 
This  worthy  monk  took  al  in  pacienoe. 
And  seyde,  *  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence, 
As  fer  as  soimeth  in-to  honestee,        3157 
To  telle  yow  a  tale,  or  two,  or  three.    (80) 
And  if  yow  list  to  herkne  hiderwaid, 
I  wol  yow  seyn  the  lyf  of  seint  Kdward ; 


Or  elk*  first  Tragedies  wvd  I  telle      si6t 
Of  whiohe  I  have  an  hundred  in  my  oelle. 
fTragedie  is  to  aeyn  a  oerteyn  storie, 
As  olde  bokes  maken  ns  memorie, 
Of  him  that  stood  in  greet  prosperitee  3165 
And  is  y-faDen  oat  of  heigh  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endeth  wreoohedly. 
And  they  ben  versifyed  oomonly         (90) 
Of  six  feet,  which  men  clepe  exametron. 
In  proeeeek  been  endyted  many  oon,  3170 
And  eek  in  metrei^  many  a  sondry  wyse. 
Lo!  this  declaring  oaghte y-noagh  saffise. 
Kow  herkneth,  if  yow  lyketh  for  to  here ; 
Botflrstlyowbisekeinthismatere,  3174 
Thoafi^  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thinges, 
Be  it  of  popes,  emperoars,  or  kinges, 
Ailer  hir  ages,  as  men  writen  finde,    (99) 
Bat  telle  hem  som  bifore  and  som  bihinde, 
As  it  now  comth  an-to  my  remembraonce ; 
Have  me  ezonsed  of  mynignorannoe.'  3180 

JEkBpUdt 


THE   MONKES  TALE. 


Here  Mglnneth  the  Monket  Tale»  de  Caatbiit  Viromm  niastrlimL . 


I  wol.  biwayle  in  maner  of  Tnigedie 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stode  in  heigh  de- 
gree. 
And  fillen  so  that  ther  nas  no  remedie 
Tobxingehemontofhiradversitee;   3184 
For  oertein,  whan  that  fortane  list  to  flee, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  ooars  of  hir  with- 

holde; 
Lat  no  man  trnste  on  blind  prosperitee ; 
Be  war  by  thise  enaamples  trewe  and  olde. 

LnOIFBR. 

At  Lnoifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
Andnataman,athimIwolb]ginne;  3190 
For,  thogh  fortune  may  non  angel  dere,  (11) 


From  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  fbr  his  sinne 
Doon  in-to  helle,  wher  he  yet  is  inne. 
O  Lucifer  I  brightest  of  angels  alle, 
Kow  artow  Sathanas,  that  maist  nat 
twinne  3195 

Out  of  miserie,  in  which  that  thou  art  faUe. 


Lo  Adam,  in  the  feld  of  Damassene, 
With  goddes  owene  finger  wroght  was  he. 
And  nat  bigeten  of  mannes  sperme  un- 

dene, 
And  weltealParadys,  saving  o  tree.    3300 
Had  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  for  niisgovemaunoe    (aa) 
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Was  drive  <mt  ofhiB  hje  prosperity 
To  labonr,  and  tohelle,  and  tomesehaonce. 

Sakpsoh. 

Lo  Sami^son,  which  that  was  anntinclat 
By  th'ongel,  longe  er  his  nativitoe,     3206 
And  was  to  god  almighty  consecrat, 
And  stood  in  noblesse,  whyl  he  mighte  see. 
"Was  never  swich  another  as  was  he, 
To  speke  of  strengthe,  and  therwith  hardi- 

nesse;  saio 

^    But  to  his  wyves  tolde  he  his  secree,  (31) 

Through  which   he   slow   him-self,  for 

wrecchednesse. 

Sampson,  this  noble  almighty  champioon, 
Withonten  wepen  save  his  hondes  tweye, 
He  slow  and  al  to-rente  the  leoxm,  3215 
Toward  his  wedding  walking  by  the  weye. 
His  false  wyf  oonde  him  so  plese  and 

preye 
Til  she  his  conseil  knew,  and  she  nntrewe 
Un-tohisfooshisconseilganbiwr^ye,  3219 
And  him  forsook,  and  took  another  newe. 

Three  hundred  foxes  took  Sampson  for  ire, 
And  alle  hir  tayles  he  togider  bond,    (42) 
And  setto  the  foxes  tayles  alle  on  fire. 
For  he  on  every  tayl  had  knit  a  brond ; 
And  they  brende  alle  the  ^omes  in  that 
lond,  3J25 

And  alle  hir  oliveres  and  vynes  eek. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  eek  with  hishond, 
And  had  no  wepen  bat  an  asses  oheek. 


Whan,  they  w^^  dayn,  so  thursted  him 
that  he  3339 

Was  wel  ny  lorn,  for  which  he  gan  to  preye 
That  god  wolde  on  his  peyne  han  som 
pitee,  (51) 

And  sende  him  drinke,  or  elles  moste  he 

deye; 
And  of  this  asses  cheke,  that  was  drsye. 
Out  of  a  wang-tooth  sprang  anon  a  welle, 
Of  which  he  drank  y-^nogh,  shortly  to  seye, 
Thus  heelp  him  god,  as  Judiemn  can  telle. 

Byverrayforce,atGazan,onanigfat,  3237 
Kaugree  FhiUstiens  of  that  citoe, 
The  gates  of  the  toun  he  hath  up-plight. 
And  on  his  bak  y-oaried  hem  hath  he  3240 


Hye  on  an  hllle,  that  men  mighte  hem 
see.  (61) 

O  noble  almighty  Sampson,  kef  and  deroi 
Had  thou  nat  told  to  wommen  thy  seeree, 
In  al  this  woilde  ne  hadde  been  thy  pere  I 

This  Sampson  never  sicer  drank  ne  wyn, 
Ke  on  his  heed  cam  rasour  noon  ne  shere, 
By  preoept  of  the  messager  divyn,  3347 
For  alle  his  strengthes  in  his  heres  were ; 
And  fUly  twenty  winter,  yeer  by  yere, 
He  hadde  of  Israel  the  govemaanoe.  3350 
Bui  sons  shal  he  wepen  many  a  tere,  (71) 
For  wommen  shal  him  bringen  to  mev- 
chaunce! 

Un-to  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  his  heres  al  his  strengthe  lay, 
And  flEtlsly  to  his  fo-men  she  him  solde. 
Andslepinginhirbanneup-onAday    3256 
She  made  to  clippe  or  shore  his  heer  awejr, 
And  made  his  f o-men  al  his  craft  espyen ; 
And  whan  that  they  him  fonde  in  this 

array. 
They  bounde  him  fitste,  and  putten  out  his 

ydn.  3260 

Buterhisheerwere  clipped ory-shave,  (81) 
Ther  was  no  bond  with  which  men  might 

himbinde; 
But  now  is  he  In  prisonn  in  a  cave, 
Wher-as  they  made  him  at  the  queme 

grinde.  3264 

O  noble  Sampson,  strongest  of  mankinda, 
O  why  lorn  juge  in  glorie  and  in  richesse. 
Now  maystowwepenwiththynyOnblinde, 
Sith  thou  fro  w^e  art  ftdle  in  wrecohed* 


Th'ende  of  this  osytif  was  as  I  shal  seye } 
His  fo-men  made  m  fBSte  upon  a  day,  3270 
And  made  him ashir  fool  bifore  hem pleysi 
Andthiswas  in  a  templeof  greet  array,  (91) 
But  atte  last  he  made  a  foul  afihiy ; 
For  he  two  pilars  shook,  and  made  hem 
feUe,  3^4 

And  doun  fil  temple  and  al,  and  ther  it  lay. 
And  slow  him-s^  and  eekhis  fo-men  alle. 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  princes  everiohoon, 
And  eek  three  thousand  bodies  wer  ther 
slayn  (98) 
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With  ftdling  of  tile  gnte  temple  of  stoon. 
Of  SMiipeon  now  wol  I  n^-more  wttyn,  5480 
Beth  -war  by  this  eneomple  old  andplayn 
Hiat  no  men  telle  hir  coneeil  til  hir  wyrei 
Of  fwioh  thing  m  they  wolde  han  fecree 

ikynf 
If  that  it  toQolie  hir  UanMS  or  hir  lyvea 

Bjbouubi, 

Of  Hercnlea  the  sovereyn  oonqueronr  5285 
Bingen  his  workeelandeand  heigh  renotin ; 
For  in  his  tyme  of  strengthe  he  was  the 

floor. 
He  slow,  and  rafte  the  skin  of  the  leomi ; 
He  of  Oentanros  leyde  the  boost  adoun ; 
He  Arpies  slow,  theomelbriddesfelle ;  3290 
He  g(ddenapples  rsAe  of  the  dragoon ;  (i  1 1) 
Hedrow  oot  Oetbems,  the  hoond  of  hdle  : 

He  slow  the  oroel  tyrant  Bosiras, 

And  made  his  hors  to  firete  him,  flesh  and 

boon; 
He  slow  the  firy  serpent  Tenimoos;    399$ 
Of  Achelois  two  homes,  he  brak  oon ; 
And  he  slow  Cacos  in  a  cave  of  skxm ; 
He  slow  the  geaont  Antheos  the  stirange ; 
He  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  thatanoon, 
Andbartheherwnonhisnakkelsaige.  5900 

Was  never  wight,  sith  that  the  world 
bigan,  (lai) 

That  slow  so  many  monstres  as  dide  he^ 
Thorgh-oot  this  wyde  world  his  name  ran. 
What  for  his  strengths,  and  for  his  heigh 
boontee,  3304 

And  every  reaome  wente  he  for  to  see. 
He  was  so  strong  that  no  man  mighte  him 

lette; 
At  bothe  the  worUlss  yides,  seith  Trophae, 
In  stede  of  boondes,  he  a  piler  sette* 

A  lemman  hadde  this  noble  champioon, 
That  highte  Dianira,  fresh  as  May ;  3310 
And,  asthise  olerkes  maken  mencioon,  (131) 
She  hath  him  sent  a  sherte  fjresh  and  gay. 
Alias !  this  sherte,  alias  and  weylaway ! 
Envenimed  was  so  sobtilly  with-alle,  3314 
That,  er  that  he  had  wered  it  half  a  day, 
It  made  his  flesh  al  from  his  bones  fidle. 

Bat  natheloes  somme  derices  hir  excosen 
By  oon  that  highte  Nesras,  that  it  maked ; 


Be  as  be  may,  I  wed  hir  noght  aocosen ; 
But  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered  al 
naked,  3320 

TU  that  his  flesh  was  for  the  venim  blaked. 
AndwhanheseynocmoCherremedye,  (142) 
In  hote  ooles  he  hath  him-eelven  raked, 
For  with  no  venim  deyned  him  to  dye. 

Thos  staxf  this  worthy  mighty  Herooles ; 
Lo,   who   may  tniste   on   (octsias   any 

throwef  3396 

Fdr  him  that  folweth  al  this  world  of  prees, 
Er  be  be  war,  is  ofte  y<4eyd  fal  lowe. 
Fol  wys  is  he  that  can  him-selven  knowe. 
Beth  war,  for  whan  that  fortime  list  to 

glose,  3330 

Than  wayteth  she  hir  man  to  overthrowe 
By  Bwich  a  irey  as  he  wolde  least  8ai>- 

pose.  (15a) 

Kabugodovosob  (Nxbugbadnzssab).  "  i>6h^  ' 

The  mighty  tione,  the  precioas  tresor, 
The  glorious  oeptre  and  royal  magestee 
That  hadde  the  king  Kabogodonosor,  3335 
With  tonge  onnethe  may  disoryved  be. 
He  twyfis  wan  Jemsalem  the  oitee ; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  himladde. 
At  Babiloyne  was  his  sovereyn  see,     3339 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delyt  he  hadde. 

The  fsivest  childrsn  of  the  blood  itQFal  (161) 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon, 
And  maJ^  eoh  of  hem  to  been  his  thxal. 
Amonges  otbere  Daniel  was  oon,  3344 
That  was  the  wysest  child  of  evetiohoon ; 
For  he  the  dremes  of  the  king  ezpooAed, 
Whar-asinChaldey  clerk  ne  wasther  noon 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  his  dremes  sooned. 

This  proude  king  leet  make  a  statoe  of 
golde,  3349 

Sixty  cubytes  long,  and  seven  in  brede. 
To  which  image  bothe  yonge  and  olde  (171) 
Comaonded  he  to  loute,  and  have  in  drede ; 
Or  in  a  foomeys  fol  of  flambes  rede 
He  shal  be  brent,  that  wolde  noght  obeye. 
Bat  never  wolde  assente  to  that  dede  3355 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

This  king  of  kinges  prood  was  and  elaat, 
He  wende  that  god,  that  sit  in  magestee, 
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Ke  mighte  him  nat  bireve  of  his  estaat : 
But  sod^ynly  he  loste  his  dignitee,     3360 
Andlykabestehimsemedfortobe,    (181) 
And  eet  hay  as  an  oze,  and  lay  ther-onte ; 
In  reyn  with  wilde  bestee  "waUced  he, 
Til  oertein  tyme  was  y-oome  abonte. 

And  lyk  an  eglea  fetheree  wexe  his  heres, 
His  nayles  lyk  a  biiddes  clawes  were ;  $$66 
Til  god  rcdessed  him  a  certein  yeree, 
And  yaf  him -wit ;  and  than  with  many  a 

tere 
He  thanked  god,  and  ever  his  lyf  in  fere 
Washe  todoon  amis,  or  more  trespaoe,  3370 
And,  til  that  tyme  he  1^  was  on  his 

here, 
^  He  knew  that  god  was  taX  of  might  and 

giaoe.  (19a) 

^BaLTHASAB  (BSLSHASSAsXt 

His  Bone,  whioh  that  highte  Balthasar, 
That  heeld  the  regne  after  his  &der  day, 
He  hy  his  £»dercoade  nought  be  war,  3375 
For  proud  he  was  of  herte  and  of  array ; 
And  eek  an  ydolastre  was  he  ay. 
His  hye  estaat  assured  him  in  piyde. 
Bat  fortune  oaste  him  donn,  and  ther  he 

lay. 
And  sodsjrnly  his  regne  gan  diyyde.  3380 

AiSwtehemadeim-tohislordesalle  (aoi) 
tJpK>n  a  tyme,  and  bad  hem  blythe  be, 
And  than  his  offioeres  gan  he  caUe— 
*Goth,  biingeth  forth  the  veisels,'[tho] 
qnod  he,  3384 

'Which  thai  my  &der,ln  his  prosperitee, 
Oat  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  birafte, 
And  to  oar  hye  goddes  thanke  we 
Of  honoar,  that  oar  eldres  with  as  lafte.' 

His  wyf,  his  lordes,  and  his  concabynes 
Ay dronken,  whyl  hir  appetytes  laste,  3390 
Oat  of  thise  noble  vessels  sandry  wynes ; 
And  on  a  wal  this  king  his  y6n  caste,  (213) 
And  sey  an  bond  armlees,  that  wroot  fU 

faste, 
For  fere  of  whioh  he  qaodk  and  syked 

sore.  3394 

This  hond,  that  Balthasar  so  sore  agaste, 
Wroot  Jfane,  techeli  pTujirett  and  na-more, 


In  al  that  kmd  maginien  was  noon 
That  conde   expoone  what  this  lettre 

mente; 
Bat  Daniel  ezpoaned  it  anoon,  3399 

And  seyde,  '  king,  god  to  thy  fader  lente 
Olorie  and  honour,  regne,  tresour,  rente 
And  he  was  prood,  and  no-thing  god  ne 

dradde,  (aaa) 

And  therfor  god  gret  wreche  up-on  him 


And  him  birafte  the  regne  that  he  hadd& 

He  was  oat  cast  of  mannes  oompanye. 
With  asses  was  his  hahitaoioun,  $406 
And  eet  hey  as  a  beste  in  weet  and  drye, 
Til  that  he  knew,  by  grace  and  by  resoun, 
That  god  of  heven  hath  dominacioon 
Over  eveiy  regne  and  every  creatnre ;  3410 
And  thanne  had  god  of  him  compassioun, 
And  him  restored  his  regne  and  his 
figure.  (333) 

Bek  thou,  that  art  hissone,  art  proud  also. 
And  knowest  aUe  thise  thinges  verraily, 
And  art  rebel  to  god,  and  art  his  fo.  3415 
niou  drank  eek  of  his  vessels  boldely ; 
Thy  wyf  eek  and  thy  wenches  sinfUly 
Dronke  of  the  same  vessels  sondry  wynes. 
And  herieet  &lse  goddes  cursedly ;     3419 
Therfor  to  thee  y-shapen  fU  gret  pyne  is. 

This  hand  was  sent  ftom  god,  that  on  the 

walle  (241) 

Wroot  mane,  techeil,  pharti,  tmste  me ; 
Thy  regne  is  doon,  thou  weyest  noght  at 

aUe; 
Divyded  is  thy  regne,  and  it  shal  be  3424 
To  Medes  and  to  Perses  yeven,*  quod  he. 
And  thilke  same  ni^^t  this  king  was 

fllawe. 
And  Darius  occupyeth  his  degree, 
Thogh  he  therto  had  neither  right  ne 

lawe. 

Lordinges,  ensample  heer-by  may  ye  take 
How    that    in   lordshipe   is  no   siker- 
nesse ;  3430 

For  whan  fOTtone  wol  a  man  forsake,  (251) 
Shebereth  awey  his  regne  and  his  richesse. 
And  eek  his  firaendes,  bothe  more  and 
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For  what  man  that  hath  freendes  thuz^g^ 
fortnnet  3434 

Mishap  wol  make  hem  enemys,  I  gesse  : 
This  proverbe  is  tvd  sooth  and  ful  com- 
mnne^ 

OmoBiA  {ZwatoBu). 

Ctonobia,  of  Palimerie  quene, 
As  writen  Persiens  of  hir  noblesse, 
Soworthywasinarmesandsokene,  3439 
That  no  wight  passed  hir  in  hardinesse, 
Ne  in  linage,  ne  in  other  gentillesse.  (361) 
^  Of  kingesblode  of  Perse  is  she  descended; 
I  seye  nat  that  she  hadde  most  fiumesse. 
But  of  hir  shape  she  mighte  nat  been 
amended.  3444 

From  hir  ohildhede  I  finde  that  die  fledde 
V  Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  wente  ; 
And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  she  shedde 
With  arwes  brode  that  she  to  hem  sente. 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem  hente. 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder,  she  wolde 
kille  3450 

Leoons,  lepardes,  andberesalto-rente,  (271) 
And  in  hir  armes  welde  hem  at  hir  willa. 

She  dorste  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke. 
And  rennen  in  the  montaignes  al  the 

night, 
And  slepen  under  a  bush,  and  she  conde 

eke  3455 

Wrastlen  by  verray  force  and  verray  mi^t 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wight; 
Ther  mighte  no-thing  in  hir  armes  stonde. 
She  kei)te  hir  maydenhod  firom  every 

wight, 
To  no  man  deigned  hirforto be bonde.  3460 

Bat  atte  laste  hir  firendes  hanhlr  maried 
To  Odenake,  a  prince  of  that  oontree,  (aSa) 
Al  were  it  so  that  she  hem  longe  taried ; 
And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  how  that  he 
Hadde  swiche  flsmtasyes  as  hadde  she.  3465 
Bui  nathelees,  whan  they  were  knit  in- 


They  lived  in  joye  and  in  felioitee ; 

For  eoh  of  hem  hadde  other  leef  and  dere. 

Save  o  thing,  that  she  never  wolde  assents 
Byzu>wey,thathesholdebyhirlyQ    3470 


Bat  ones,  for  it  was  hir  pleyn  entente  (491) 
To  have  a  child,  the  world  to  moltiplye ; 
And  al-so  sone  as  that  she  mighte  espya 
That  she  was  nat  with  chiUe  with  that 

dede. 
Than  wolde  she  safhre  him  doon  his  fSiui- 

tMye  3475 

Bft-eone,  and  nat  bat  ones,  oat  of  drede. 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilke  oast, 
Ka-more  sholde  he  pleyen  thilke  game 
Til  ftdly  foorty  dayes  weren  past ; 
Than  wolde  ^e  ones  soffire  him  do  the 

same.  3480 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame,  (301) 
He  gat  narmore  of  hir,  for  thos  she  seyde, 
*  It  was  to  wjrves  lecherye  and  diame 
In  other  oas,  if  that  men   with   hem 

pleyde.'  34S4 

Two  sones  by  this  Odenake  hadde  she. 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vertu  and  let- 

trore; 
Bat  now  nn-to  oar  tale  tame  we. 
I  seye,  so  worahipM  a  creature, 
And  wys  therwith,  and  large  with  mesure, 
80  penible   in  the  werre,  and   oorteis 

eke,  3490 

Ke  more  laboor  mighte  in  werre  endure, 
Was  noon,  thogh  al  this  world  men  sholde 

seke.  (31a) 

Hir  riche  array  ne  mighte  nat  be  told 
As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothing ; 
She  was  al  dad  in  perree  and  in  gold,  3495 
And  eek  she  lafle  noght,  for  noon  hunting, 
To  have  of  sondxy  tonges  taX  knowing. 
Whan  that  she  leyB&r  hadde,  and  for  to 

entende 
To  lemen  bokes  was  al  hir  lyldng,     3499 
How  she  in  vertu  mighte  hir  lyf  dispende. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storie  for  to  trete,  (391) 
So  doughty  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek 

she, 
That  they  conijaered  many  regnes  grete 
In  th'orient,  with  many  a  £ur  oitee, 
Ai>ertenaunt  un-to  the  magestee         $sos 
Of  Bome,  and  with  strong  hond  helde 

hemful&ste; 
Ne  never  mighte  hir  fo-men  doon  hem  flee, 
^  whyl  that  Odenakes  da,yea  laste. 
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Hir  bafajfleg)  who-flo  list  hem  for  to  rede, 
Agasyn  Sapor  the  king  and  othere  mo,  3510 
Andhow  that  al  this  prooes  fil  in  dede,  (331) 
Why  she  oonquered  and  what  title  had 

therto, 
And  after  of  hir  mesohief  and  hir  WO) 
How  that  she  was  biaeged  and  y-take, 
Let  him  nn-tomy  maister  Fetrwk  go,  3515 
That  writ  y-non^  of  this,  I  undertake. 

When  Odenake  was  deed,  she  mightily 
The  regnes  heeld,  and  with  hir  propre 

honde 
Agayn  hir  fooe  she  faoght  so  omelly, 
That  ther  nas  king  ne  piinoe  in  al  that 

londe  (340)  35J0 

That  he  nas  glad,  if  that  he  grace  fionde, 
That  she  newolde  np-on  his  lond  werreye ; 
With  hir  th^  made  alliannoe  hy  bonde 
To  been  in  pees,  and  lete  hir  ryde  and 

pleye^ 

The  emperonr  of  Borne,  CQandiiis,       3525 
Ne  him  bifore,  the  Bomayn  Galien, 
Ke  dorste  never  been  so  oorageoos, 
Ne  noon  Ermyn,  ne  noon  Egipoien, 
Ne  Snrrien,  ne  noon  Arabien, 
li^thin  the  feld  that  dorste  with  hir  iighte 
Lest  that  she  wolde  hem  with  hir  hondes 
slen  (351)  3531 

Or  with  hir  meynee  pntten  hem  to  flighte. 

In  kinges  habit  wente  hir  sones  two. 
As  heires  of  hir  &dies  regnes  alio, 
And  Hermanno,  and  ThjonalaO  3535 

Her  names  were,  as  Bersiens  hem  ealle. 
Btit  ay  fortone  hath  in  hir  hony  gaUe ; 
This  mighty  qnene  may  no  whyl  endnre. 
Ebrtone  oat  of  hir  regno  made  hir  fitHe 
To  wreoohednesse  and  to  misaventnre.  3540 

Anrelian,  whan  that  the  goTemannoe  (361) 
Of  Borne  cam  in-to  his  hondes  tw^ye, 
He  shoop  QiMm  this  queen  to  do  yen- 

geaonfie, 
And  with  his  legioons  he  took  his  weye 
Toward  Oenobie,  and,  shortiy  for  to  ssje, 
He  made  hir  flee,  and  atte  laste  hir 

hente,  354^ 

And  fettz«d  hir,  and  eek  hir  children 

tweye, 
And  wan  the  lond,  and  hoon  to  Bome  he 


Amonges  othere  thinges  that  he  wan, 
Hir  char,  that  was  with  gold  wrought  and 

P«wee,  (370)3550 

This  grete  Bomayn,  this  Anrelian, 
Hath  with  him  lad,  for  that  men  sholde 

it  see. 
Biforen  his  trinmphe  walketh  she 
With  gilte  cheynes  on  hir  nekke  hanging ; 
Coroonedwas  she,  as  after  hir  degree,  3555 
And  fill  of  perree  charged  hir  clothing. 

Alias,  fprttme !  she  that  whylom  was 
DredM  to  kinges  and  to  emi>erotires. 
Now  gaoreth  al  the  peple  on  hir,  aUas ! 
And  she  that  helmed  was  in  starke 

Btoures,  (380)  3560 

And  wan  hy  force  tonnes  stronge  and 

tonres, 
Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  vitremyte ; 
And  she   that   bar   the   oeptre   fol   of 

floores 
Shal  here  a  distaf,  hir  cost  for  to  qnyte. 
[T.  i43«o 
(NxBO  ybUoiflf  m  T. ;  «M  p.  537.) 

Da  PxTBo  Baea  IsPAwne. 
O   noble,    o   worthy    Petro,    glorie    of 

Speyne,  IT.  1466^ 

Whom  fortune  heeld  so  hy  in  magestee, 
Wei  onghten  men  thy  pitoos  deeth  oom- 

playne!  3567 

Oat  of  thy  lond  thy  brother  made  thee  flee ; 
And  after,  at  a  soge,  by  sabtiltee, 
Thou  were  bitrayed,  and  lad  an>to  his 

tente,  (390)  3570 

Wher-as  he  withhis  owene  hond  slow  thee, 
J3uooeding  in  thy  regno  and  in  thy  rente. 

The  feeld  of  snow,  with  th*egle  oi  Uak 
ther-inne,  [T.  14693. 

Caught  with  the  lymrod,  cohnured  as  the 
glede,  3574 

He  brew  this  onrsednes  and  al  this  sinne. 
The  ^wikked  nest'  waswerkerof thisnede;  Ykq  . 
Noght  Charles  Oliver,  that  ay  took  hede 
Of  trouthe  and  honour,  bat  of  Armorike 
Genilon  Oliver,  oorrapt  for  mode,       3579 
Broghte  this  worthy  king  in  swioh  a  brike. 

Da  Pvrao  Bxob  na  CtPBO. 
OwOTtiiyIi0tro,]dngcfC[srpre,^|o,  (401)  / 
I3Mt  AUMmndre  wan  by  heif^  maikryBr 
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7al  many  a  liethen  wrofl^testow  ftil  wo, 
Of  which  thyn  owene  ligM  hadde  envye, 
Axkd,  for  no  thing  bat  for  thy  dhiyalxye, 
They  in  thy  bedde  han  ilayn  thee  by  the 

morwe.  35^ 

Thus  oan  fortnne  hlr  wheel  goveme  and 

gye,  [T.  14707. 

And  oat  of  joye  bxlnge  men  to  aorwe. 

Da  Bakvabo  db  LvMBAaniA. 

Of  Melan  grete  Bamabo  Yisooonte,    3589 

It  God  of  delyt,  and  sooorge  of  Lambardye, 

'jut.    Why sholde I nat thyn infortone aooonte, 

•  -»    -T     gith  in  estaat  thoa  clombe  were  so  hye  t 

H>r«i..    r|^^  brother  sone,  that  was  thy  doable 

allye,  (413) 

For  he  thy  nevew  wae,  and  8on&*in-lawe, 

With-inne  hia  priaonn  made  thee  to  dye ; 

Bat  why,  ne  how,  noot  I  that  thoa  were 

Blawe.  3596 

!>■  HuosLOo,  CoMrrs  na  Pzzk. 

Of  the  erl  Hagelyn  ofPyw^  the  langoor 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee ; 
Bat  Utel  oat  of  Fyse  stant  a  tour, 
In  whiche  toor  in  prisoan  pat  waa  he,  3600 
And  with  him  been  hia  litel  children 

three.  (421) 

The  eldeete  soardy  tytyo&r  wa<  of  age. 
AUaa,  fbrtane  I  it  was  greet  cmeltee 
Swiche  briddea  for  to  patte  in  awiohe  a 

cage!  3604 

Dampned  was  he  to  deye  In  thai  priaoan, 
For  Boger,  which  that  bisshop  was  of  Fyie, 
Hadde  on  him  maad  a  fala  loggeatioan, 
Thorgh  which  the  peple  gan  upon  him 

ryse,  (4a8) 

And  patten  him  to  priaoon  in  awich  wyse 
Aa  ye  han  herd,  and  mete  and  drink  he 

hadde  3610 

So  amal,  that  wel  onnethe  it  may  safl^rse, 
And  thorwxth-al  it  was  Ail  poyre  and 

badde. 

And  on  a  day  bifil  that,  in  that  hoar. 
Whan  that  lus  mete  wont  was  to  be  broght, 
The  gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  toor. 
He  herde  it  wel, — ^bat  he  spak  right  noght, 
And  in  hia  herte  anon  ther  fil  a  thoght, 
That  they  for  hanger  wolde  doonhim  dyen. 


!*   qaod  he,  <aUas!   that  I  was 
wroghtf  (439)3^19 

Therwith  the  teree  Alien  firam  hia  ydn. 

Hia  yonge  lone,  that  three  yeer  was  of  age, 
TJn-to  him  seyde,  *  fiider,  why  do  ye  wepe  t 
Whan  wol  the  gayler  bringen  oar  potage, 
Is  ther  no  morsel  breed  that  ye  do  kepe  ? 
lamaohimgiythatlmaynat  slepe.  36^5 
Now  wolde  god  that  I  mightealepen  ever ! 
Than  aholda  nai  hnnger  in  my  wombe 

orepe; 
Ther  la  no  thing,  save  breed,  that  me 

were  lerer.' 

Xboa  day  by  day  this  chUd  bigan  to  oiye, 
Til  in  hia  fSEhdres  barme  adoan  it  lay,  3630 
And  s^e,  *  £Eu^wel,  fader,  I  moot  dj^,' 
And  kiste  hia  fader,  and  d^e  the  same 

dV-  (45a) 

And  whan  the  woM  foder  deed  it  aey, 
For  wo  hia  axmea  two  he  gan  to  byte, 
And  seyde,  *aUaa,  fortune  I  and  weylaway  f 
Thy  £yae  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wyte ! ' 

His  children  wende  that  it  for  hanger  was 
That  he  hia  armea  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo. 
And  a^yde,  *£Mler,  do  nat  so,  alias  I 
But  rather  eat  the  flesh  apom  na  two ;  3640 
Oar  flesh  thoa  yaf  as,  tak  oar  flesh  aa  fro 
Andeety-nongh  :'  right  thaa  they  to  him 

seyde,  (462) 

And  after  that,  with-in  a  day  or  two^ 
They  leyde  hem  in  hia  lappa  adoon,  and 

d^yde.  3644 

Him-flelf,  despeired,  eek  for  hanger  atarf ; 
Thos  ended  is  this  mighty  Erl  of  Fyse ; 
From  heigh  eataat  fM^tos^awey  him  oarf. 
Of  this  Tragedie  it  oghte  y-noagh  Buffywo. 
Who-flo  wol  here  it  in  a  longer  wyse,  (469) 
Bedeth  the  grete  poete  o^  Itaille,       $650 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  can  al  deyyse 
Fro  point  to  point,  nat  o  word  wol  he  faille. 
[T.  i477». 
(For  T.  14773,  9ee  p.  542 ;  for  T.  14380, 
SMP.536X 

Knta 

[T.  14381. 
Al-thongh  that  Nero  were  aa  vioioaa 
Aa  any  feend  that  lyth  ftd  lowe  adoon, 
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Ye*  Ifb,  to  telleth  ud  Sw^tcMos,  '       3655 
This  vryde  world  hadde  in  Bubjeooioon, 
Both  Est  and  West^  fSouth  and  S^ptem- 

trioon; 
Of  rabies,  saphiies,  and  of  perles  "whyte 
Were  alle  his  clothes  broaded  np  and  donn ; 
For  he  in  gemmes  greetly  gan  delyte.  3660 

More  delicst,  more  pompons  of  array,  (481) 
More  proad  was  never  emperoor  than  he ; 
That  ilke  cloth,  that  be  had  wered  o  day, 
After  that  tyme  he  nolde  it  never  see. 
Nettes  of  gold-thred  hadde  he  gret  plentee 
To  fisshe  in  Tyhre^  whan  him  Uste  plejre. 
His  lostes  were  al  lawe  in  his  decree, 
For  foHnne  as  his  freend  him  wolde  obeye. 

He  Borne  brende  for  his  delicaoye ; 
The  senatoors  he  slow  np-on  a  day,    3670 
To  here  how  men  wolde  wepe  and  orye ; 
And  slow  his  brother,  and  by  his  sister 
lay.  (49a) 

His  moder  made  he  in  pitoos  array ; 
For  he  hir  wombe  slitte,  to  faiholde 
Wher  he  opnoeyyed  was ;  so  weilawey ! 
That  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde  I    3676 

No  te£e  otit  of  his  y«n  for  that  sighte 
Ne  cam,  but  ceydei  *a  fidr  womman  wbs 

she.' 
Qxet  wonder  is,  how  that  he  conde  or 

mighte  (499) 

Be  domesman  of  hirdede  beantee.     3680 
The  wyn  to  bringen  him  oomannded  he, 
And  drank  anon ;  non  other  wo  he  made. 
Whan  might  is  joyned  nn-to  cmeltee, 
Alias !  to  depe  wol  the  venim  wade !  3684 

In  yonthe  a  maister  hadde  this  emperonr, 
To  teche  him  lettemre  and  cortei^ye, 
Jfoi  of  moralitee  he  was  the  floor, 
As  in  his  tyme,  bnt-if  bokes  "fye ; 
And  whyl  this  maister  hadde  of  him 
maistrye,  3689 

He  maked  him  so  oozming  and  so  sonple 
That  longe  tyme  it  was  er  tininnye  (511) 
Or  any  vyce  doiste  on  him  nnoonple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  devyse, 
By-canse  Kero  hadde  of  him  swibh  drede. 
For  he  firo  vyoes  wolde  him  agr  bhastyse 
DisoneetlyasliiywDrdeaiidaatbydeda, — 


*  Sir,*  wolde' he  soyn, '  an'  empezonr  moot 
nede  3697 

Be  vertnoos,  and  hate  tixannye*— 
For  idiioh  he  in  abathmade  him  to  blede 
On  bothe  his  armes,  til  he  moste  dye. 

This  Kero  hadde  eek  of  acnstnmaonee 
In  youthe  ageyn  his  maister  for  to  ryse, 
Which  afterward  him  thooghte  a  greet 
grevaonce ;  (5^) 

Therfor  he  made  him  deyen  in  this  wyse. 
Bat  natheles  this  Seneca  the  wyse     3705 
Ghees  in  a  bath  to  deye  in  this  manere 
Bather  than  han  another  tormentyse ; 
And  thns  hath  Nero  slayn  his  maister  dere. 

Now  fil  it  so  that  fortane  list  no  longer 
The  hye  pryde  of  Nero  to  cheiyoe ;     3710 
For  though  that  he  were  strong,  yet  was 

she  stronger ;  (53  0 

She  thooghte  thos,  *  by  god,  I  am  to  nyoe 
To  sette  a  man  that  is  ftilfild  of  vyce 
In  heigh  degree,  and  emperoor  him  calle. 
By  god,  oot  of  his  sete  I  wol  him  tiyoe ; 
When  he  leest  weneth,  sonest  shal  he 

fBOle.*  3716 

The  peple  zoos  up-on  him  on  a  ni^t 
For  his  defikote,  and  whan  he  it  espyed. 
Oat  of  his  dores  anon  he  hath  him  dight 
Alone,  and,  ther  he  weade  han  ben  aUyed, 
He  kn^kked  ilMte,  and  ay,  the  more  he 
ciyod,  (541)  3721 

The  fiuter  shette  they  the  dores  alle ; 
Tho  wiste  he  ml  he  hadde  him-self  mia- 

And  wente  his  wi^y,  no  langer  dozste  he 


The  peple  oryde  and  rombled  op  and  doon, 
That  with  his  eras  herde  he  how  th^ 

■^0,  3726 

*  Wher  is  this  ftitoe  iyraont,  this  Neroon  >' 
For  fere  almost  oot  of  his  wit  he  breyde, 
And  to  his  goddes  pitoosly  he  prayde 
For  socoor,  bat  it  mighte  nat  bityde.  3730 
For  drede  of  this,  him  thooghte  that  he 

d^e,  (551) 

And  ran  in4o  a  gardin,  him  to  hyde. 

And  in  this  gardin  fbnd  he  okeries  tiv«ye 
That  seten  by  a  fyr  ftd  greet  and  reed, 
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And  io  thiie  oherlef  two  lie  gan  to  preye 
To  ■leen  him,  and  to  girden  of  his  heod, 
That  to  his  body,  whan  that  he  were  deed, 
Were  no  despyt  y-doon,  for  hit  defkme. 
Him-eelf  he  slow,  he  ooode  no  better  reed, 
Of  which  fortune  lough,  and  hadde  a 
game.  3740 

Dm  Olovsbvo  (Hou>rBK»X 

Was  never  capitayn  under  a  king     (561) 
That  regnea  mo  pntte  in  sohjeocioim, 
Ke  stronger  was  in  f eeld  of  alle  thing, 
As  in  hie  tyme,  ne  gretter  of  renoon,  3744 
Ke  more  pompons  in  heigh  presompoionn 
Than  Olofeme,  which  fortune  ay  kiste 
80  likeroosly,  and  ladde  him  np  and  doim 
Til  that  his  heed  was  of;  er  that  he  wiste. 

Kat  only  thai  this  wodd  hadde  him  in 

awe 
For  lesinge  of  riehssse  og  libertee,      3750 
But  he  made  every  man  zeneye  his  lawe. 

*  Kabngodonosor  was  god,*  seyde  he,  (57a) 

*  Noon  other  god  sholde  adonred  be.' 
Ageyns  his  heste  no  wi^t  dar  trespace 
Save  in  Bethnlia,  a  strong  citee,        3755 
Wher  Sliaohim  a  prest  was  of  that  place. 

Bat  tak  kepe  of  the  death  of  Olofem ; 
Amidde  his  host  he  dronke  lay  a  night, 
With-inne  his  tante,  large  as  is  a  bem. 
And  yit,  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his 

might,  $760 

Judith,  a  womman,  as  he  lay  npright, 
Sleping,  his  heed  of  smootj  and  from  his 

tente  (581) 

Fal  pxively  she  stal  firom  every  wight, 
And  with  his  heed  imto  hir  toon  she 

wente. 

Dx  Begs  AirruiooHo  xllustbi.  - 

What  nedeth  it  of  King  Anthioohns  3765 
To  telle  his  hye  royal  magestee. 
His  hye  pxyde,  his  werkes  venimons? 
For  Bwioh  another  was  ther  noon  as  he. 
Bede  which  that  he  was  in  Maohabee, 
And  rede  the  pronde  wordes  that  he  seyde, 
Andwhyhefilfroheii^prosperitee,  (591) 
And  in  an  hil  hffir  wzeshadly  ha  diyda. 


Fortnnehim  hadde  mihannoed  so  in  prjrde 
niat  verraily  he  wende  he  mighte  attayne 
Unto  the  sterres,  npon  every  syde,  3775 
And  in  balance  weyen  eoh  montayne. 
And  aUe  the  flodes  of  the  see  restrayne. 
And  goddea  peple  hadde  he  most  in  hate, 
Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

payne, 
Wening  that  god  ne  mighte  his  pryde 

abate.  (600)  3780 

And  far  that  Nkhanor  and  Thimothee 
Of  Jewes  weren  venquisshed  mightily. 
Unto  the  Jewes  swioh  an  hate  hadde  he 
That  he  bad  greithe  his  char  Ad  hastily. 
And  swoor,  and  seyde,  f\il  desintoosly. 
Unto  Jerusalem  he  wolde  efb-sone,     3786 
To  wreken  his  ire  on  it  fU  omelly ; 
Bat  of  his  poipos  he  was  let  tol  sone. 

Gk>d  for  his  manaoe  him  so  sore  smoot 
With  invisible  woande,  ay  incurable,  3790 
That  in  his  guttes  carf  it  so  and  boot  (61 1) 
niat  his  peynes  weren  importable. 
And  certeinly,  the  wreche  was  resonable, 
F6r  many  a  mannes  guttes  dide  hepeyne ; 
Bat  from  his  porpos  cursed  and  damp- 
nable  3795 

For  al  his  smart  he  wolde  him  nat  re- 


Bat  bad  anon  apparafilen  his  host. 
And  Bodeynly ,  er  he  of  it  was  war, 
GkxL  daunted  al  his  pryde  and  al  his  host 
For  he  so  score  fll  out  of  his  char,       3800 
That  it  his  limes  and  his  skin  to-tar,  (621) 
So  that  he  neither  mighte  go  ne  zydie. 
But  in  a  dug^er  men  aboute  him  bar, 
Alfor^brosed,  bothe  l9k and  qrde.     3804 

The  wreche  of  god  him  smoot  so  cruelly 
That  thurgh  his  body  wikked  wormes 

orepte ; 
And  ther-with-al  he  stank  ao  horribly, 
That  noon  of  al  his  meynee  that  him 

kepte. 
Whether  so  he  wook  or  elles  slepte,  3809 
Ke  mighte  noght  for  stink  of  him  endure. 
In  this  meschief  he  wayled  and  eek  wepte, 
And  knew  god  lord  of  every  creature. 

To  al  his  host  and  to  him-self  also     (633) 
Fol  wlatsem  was  the  stink  of  his  oareyne ; 
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Ko  man  no  mighte  him  bere  to  ne  fro. 
And   in   this   stink   and   this  horrible 

peyne  ^i6 

He  starf  f\il  wreoohedly  in  a  monteyne. 
Thoshath  thisrobboorandthiBhomic^de, 
That  many  a  man  made  to  wepe  and 

pleyne,  3819 

Swioh  guerdon  as  bilongeth  unto  pryde. 

Db  Alkxahobo. 

The  storie  of  Alisaondre  is  so  comnne, 
That  every  "wight  that  hath  disoreciotm 
Hath  herd  somwhat  or  al  of  his  fortune. 
This  wyde  world,  as  in  conclosionn,  (644) 
He  wan  by  strengthe,  or  for  his  hye 

renonn  3825 

They  weren  glad  for  pees  nn-to  him  sonde. 
The  prjrde  of  man  and  beste  he  leyde 

adonn, 
Wher-so  he  cam,  nn-to  the  worldes  ende. 

Ck>mparisoim  might  never  yit  be  maked 
Bitwixe  him  and  another  oonqneronr ; 
For  al  this  world  for  drede  of  him  hath 

quaked,  (651)  3831 

He  was  of  knighthode  andof  fredom  floor ; 
Fortune  him  made  the  heir  of  hir  honour ; 
Save  wyn  and  wommen,  no-thing  mighte 

aswage 
His  hye  entente  in  armes  and  labour ; 
So  washeftilofleonynooiage.  3836 

Whatpr^ys  were  it  to  him,  though  I  yow 

tolde 
Of  Darius,  and  an  hundred  thousand  mo, 
Of  kinges,  prinoes,  erles,  dukes  bolde, 
Whiche  he  conquered,  and  faroghte  hem 

in-towo?  3840 

I  seye,  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go,  (661) 
Hie  world  was  his,  what  sholde  I  more 

devyse? 
For  though  I  write  or  tolde  you  evermo 
Of  his  knighthode,  it  mighte  nat  sufTyse. 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned,  as  seith  Machabee ; 
Philippes  gone  of  Maoedoyne  he  was,  3846 
That  first  was  king  in  Orece  the  contreCb 
O  worthy  gentil  Alisaundre,  alias  I 
That  ever  sholde  fUlen  swioh  a  cas  I  3849 
Empoisoned  of  thyn  owene  folk  thou  were ; 


Thy  ft^  fortune  hath  turned  into  at,  (671) 
And  yit  for  thee  ne  weep  she  never  a  tere  I 

Who  shal  me  yeven  teres  to  compleyne 
Thedeethof  gentillesse  and  of  fhiunchyse, 
That  al  the  world  welded  in  his  demeyne. 
And  yit  him  thoughte  it  mighte  nat 
suf^?  3856 

So  f\il  was  his  corage  of  heigh  empiyse. 
Alias !  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endyte 
False  fortune,  and  poison  to  despyse. 
The  whiche  ^wo  of  al  this  wo  I  wyte?386o 

Ds  Jduo  Cbsaxx. 

By  wisdom,  manhede,  and  by  greet  labour 
Fro  humble  bed  to  royal  magestee,    (682) 
Up  roos  he,  Julius  the  oonquerour. 
That  wan  al  th'oocident  by  lend  and  see, 
By  strengthe  of  bond,  or  eUes  by  tretee, 
And  un-to  Borne  made  hem  tributarie ; 
And  sitthe  of  Bome  the  emperour  was  he, 
Til  that  fortune  wex  his  adversarie. 

0  mighty  Cesar,  that  in  llxessalye 
Ageyn  Pon4>eiu8,  fader  thjm  in  lawe,  3870 
Tbat  of  th*orient  hadde  al  the  chivaliye 
As  for  as  that  the  day  bigiimeth  dawe. 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knighthode  hast  hem 

take  and  slawe,  (693) 

Save  fewe  folk  that  with  Fcnnpeius  fledde, 
Thurgh  which  thou  pattest  al  th*orient 

in  awe*  3875 

Thanke  fortune,  that  so  wel  thee  ^edde  I 

But  now  a  litel  whyl  I  wol  biwaUle 
This  Pompeius,  this  noble  govemour 
Of  Bome,  which  that  fleigh  at  this  bataille; 

1  seye,  oon  of  his  men,  a  fails  traitour,  (700) 
His  heed  of  smoot,  to  winnen  him  Wkvour 
Of  Julius,  and  him  the  heed  he  bro^^te. 
Alias,  Pompey,  of  th*orient  oonquerour, 
That   fortune   unto   swich  a  fyn  thee 

broghte! 

To  Bome  ag^yn  repaireth  Julius        3885 
With  his  trinmphe,  laureat  Ad  hye, 
But  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Gassius, 
That  ever  hadde  of  his  hye  estaat  envye, 
Ful  privdy  hath  maad  conspiraoye 
Ageins  this  JuUus,  in  subtil  wyie,     3890 
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And  oast  the  place,  in  whlohe  lie  sholde 
dye  (7") 

With  boydekins,  as  I  shal  yow  devyfe. 

Thi«  Julius  to  the  Capitolie  wente 
Upon  a  day,  as  he  was  wont  to  goon. 
And  in  the  Capitolie  anon  him  hente  3895 
This  false  Bratns,  and  his  othere  foon, 
And  stikede  him  with  boydekins  anoon 
With  many  a  wonnde,  and  thus  they  lete 

him  lye; 
Bat  never  gronte  he  at  no  stzook  bat  con, 
Orellesattwo,  bat-ifhisstorielye.  39«> 

80  manly  was  this  Jolios  at  herte      (791) 
And  BO  wel  lovede  estaiUJy  honestee, 
Tha/t^  though  his  deedly  woondes  aoxe 

smerte, 
His  mantel  over  his  hippes  casteth  he, 
For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  piiyitee.  3905 
And,  as^e  lay  on  deying  in  a  traonoe, 
And  wiste  verraily  that  deed  was  he, 
Of  honestee  yit  hadde  he  remembraonoe. 

Lucan,  to  thee  this  sUnie  I  reoomende, 
And  to  Sweton,  and  to  fValerie  also,  3910 
That  of  this  stone  wiyten  word  and 

ende,  (730 

How  that  tothisegreteoonqtieroarea  two 
Fortune  was  first  f reend,  and  sithen  fo. 
No  man  ne  trasteap-<m  hir  fiKVOor  longe, 
But  have  hir  in  awayt  for  ever-mo.    3915 
Witnesse    on   alle    thise   oonqaeroores 

stronger 

Obssus. 

This  riohe  Cresns,  whylom  king  of  Lyde, 
Of  whiohe  Cresns  Qyrns  sore  him  dradde. 
Tit  was  he  oaoght  amiddes  al  his  pryde. 
And  to  be  bient  men  to  the  fyr  him  ladde. 
Bat  swich  a  reyn  doan  fro  the  welkne 
shadde  (740  39a« 

That  slow  the  fyr,  and  made  him  to  escape ; 
But  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde, 
Til  fortune  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Whan  he  escaped  was,  he  can  nat  stente 
Fbr  to  biginne  a  newe  werre  agayn.    3906 


He  wende  wel,  for  that  fortune  him  sente 
Swich  hap,  that  he  escaped  thurgh  the 
rayn,  (748) 

That  of  his  foes  he  mi^te  nat  be  dayn ; 
And  eek  a  sweven  up-on  anight  he  mette, 
Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek  so  fajm, 
That  in  vengeaunce  he  al  his  herte  sette. 

TTp-on  a  tree  he  was,  as  that  him  thoughte, 
Ther  Juppiter  him  wesh,  bothe  bak  and 

Syde,  (754) 

And  Phebus  eek   a   ftdr  towaille  him 

broughte  3935 

To  dxye  him  with,  and  therefor  wex  his 

pryde; 
And  to  his  doghter,  that  stood  him  bisjrde, 
Which  that  he  knew  in  heigh  science 

habounde, 
He  bad  hir  teUe  him  what  it  signi^frde. 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thus  ez- 

poonde.  394o 

*The  tree,'  quod  she,  *the  galwes  is  to 

mene,  (761) 

And  Juppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn, 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  dene, 
Tho  ben  the  sonne  stremes  for  to  seyn ; 
Thoa  shalt  anhanged  be,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Beyn  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee  dxye ; '  3946 

Thus  warned  she  him  M  plat  and  ftd 

pleyn, 
His   doughter,  which   that  called  was 

Phanye. 

Anhanged  was  Oresus,  the  proude  king, 
His  ro3ral  trone  mighte  him  nat  availle.— 
Tragedie  is  noon  other  maner  thing,  (771) 
Ne  can  in  singing  crye  ne  biwaille,    395a 
But  for  that  C^tjmfiLalwey  wol  aasaille 
With  unwar  strook  the  regnes  that  ben 

proude; 
For  when  men  trusteth  hir,  than  wol  she 

fiftille,  3955 

And  covere  hir  brighte  fiEbce  with  a  cloude. 
[See  h  3565  on  p.  536b 
ExpUcU  Tragedia, 


Here  atinteth  the  Knight  the  Monk  of  his  Tale. 
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THE  PROLOGUE  OF  THE   NONNE 
PRESTES  TALE. 

The  prologue  of  the  Noime  Preeetes  Tale. 


I  «Hot*   qaod  the  Imig^,  'good  Bir,  ba- 
more  of  this,  3957 

That  ye  han  seyd  ia  right  y-nongh,  y-wis, 
And  moohel  more ;  for  litel  heyinesse 
Is  right  y-nongh  to  mochel  folk,  I  gesse. 
I  seye  for  me,  it  is  a  greet  disese         3961 
Wher-as  men  han  ben  in  greet  welthe 

and  ese, 
To  heren  of  hir  sodeyn  fal,  alias ! 
And   the   contrarie    is  joie   and    greet 
solas,  3964 

As  whan  a  man  hath  been  in  poTre  estaat, 
And  dymbeth  tip,  and  wexeth  foxtanat, 
•And  ther  abydeth  in  prosperitee,         (ix) 
Swich  thing  is  gladsom,  as  it  thinketh  me. 
And  of  swich  thing  were  goodly  fixr  to 

telle.' 
*Ye,'  qnod  qnr  hoste,  *by  seint  Ponies 
belle,  3970 

Ye  seye   right   sooth;    this   monk,  he 

olappeth  londe. 
He  spak  how  **  fortune  oovered  with  a 

doude" 
I  noot  never  what,  and  als  of  a  "Tragedie" 
Bight  now  ye   herde,    and   parde!   no 

remedie 
It  is  fbr  to  biwaille,  ne  oompleyne      3975 
That  that  is  doon,  and  als  it  is  a  peyne, 
As  ye  han  seyd,  to  here  of  hervinesBe.  (ax) 
"  Sir  monk,  na-more  of  this,  so  god  yow 
blesset 
Toot  tale  anoyeth  al  this  oompanye ; 
H  Swioh  talkixig  is  nat  worth  a  boterflye; 
For  ther-in  is  ther  no  desport  ne  game. 
Wherfor,  sir  Monk,  or  dan  Piers  l^  yoor 
name,  3982 


Ipreyeyowhertdy,  telle  vm  iomwhatelleSi'l 
For  sikerly,  nexe  clinking  of  your  belles,  \ 
That  on  your  brydel  hange  on  every  ^yde, 
iBy  heven  king,  that  for  ns  alle  dyde,  (30) 
*I  sholde  er  this  han  fallen  donn  for  depe, 
Although  the  sloijgh  had  never  been  ao 
depe;  3988 

Than  had  yoor  tale  al  be  told  in  vayn. 
For  certeinly,  as  that  thise  olerkes  seyn, 
^'Wher-asaman  may  have  noon  andienoe, 
Noght  helpeth  it  to  tellsn  his  sentence.'* 
And  wel  I  woot  the  sobstanoe  is  in  me. 
If  any  thing  ahalwel  reported  be.      3994 
Sir,  sey  somwhat  of  hnnting,  I  yow  preye.' 
^  Nay,'  qnod  this  mpx^,  *  1  have  no  lust 
topleyej  (40) 

Now  let  another  telle,  as  I  have  told.' 
Than  spak  qnr  host,  with  mde  i^eche 

andboldj 
And  seyde  nn-to  the  Nonnes  Freest  anon, 

*  Com  neer,  thou  preesi,  com  hideir,  thoa 

sir  John,  4000 

Tel  ns  swioh  thing  as  may  omr  hertes 

glade, 
Be  blythe,  though  thou  xyde  np-on  a  jada 
Whail  though  thyn  hora  be  bothe  foule 

and  lene,  (4^ 

If  he  wol  serve  thee,  rekke  nat  a  bene; 
Look  that  thjn  herte  be  mexy  evermOk' 

*  Tis,  sir,'  qnodhe, '  yis,  host,  so  mote  I  go^ 
But  I  be  mery,  y-wis,  I  wol  be  blamed :  '— 
And  right  anon  his  tale  he  hath  attained. 
And  thus  he  seyde  nn<to  ns  evexiehon, 
This  sw^  pxeest,  this  goodly  man,  sir 

John.  4010 

BaepUcU, 
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THE  NONNE   PREESTES  TALE. 

Hera  UchuMth  the  HoiMie  Preestet  Tale  of  the  Cok  and  Hen, 
Channtecleer  and  Pertelote. 


A  povKS  wktwOt  fomdel  stape  in  age, 
Was  whylom  dwelUng  in  a  narwe  ootage, 
Bi«yde  a  grove,  etonding  in  a  dale. 
Tliis  -widwe,  of  which  I  telle  yew  my  tele, 
l^n  thilke  day  that  she  was  last  a  wyf, 
In  paoienoe  ladde  a  fal  ahnple  lyf,     4016 
For  litel  was  hir  eatel  and  hir  rente ; 
By  honsbondiye,  of  saoh  as  Ood  hir  eente, 
She  fond  hir«etf;  and  eek  hir  doghtren 

two. 
Three  large  sowes  hadde  she,  and  namo, 
nuree  kyn,  and  eek  a  lAieep  that  highte 

Halle,  (11)  4oai 

Fol  sooty  was  hir  hour,  and  eek  hir  halle, 
In  which  she  eet  fal  many  a  selendre 

meeL 
Of  poynaont  saooe  hir  neded  nerer  a  deeL 
Ko  deyntee  nunsel   poaiod  thnrgh  hir 

throte;  4025 

Hir  dyete  was  aooordant  to  hir  eote. 
Bepleocionn  ne  made  hir  nerer  syk ; 
Attempree  dyete  was  al  hir  phii;^ 
Andexeresrsa,  andhertessnflbatmoe.  4099 
The  gonte  lette  hir  no-thing  for  to  daonce, 
N'apoplezye  shente  nat  hir  heed ;        (21) 
Ko  wyn  ne  drank  she»  neither  whyt  ne 

xeed; 
Hir  hord  was  stwed  most  with  whyt  and 

hlak. 
Milk  and  tooon  hveed^  ia  whieh  she  fond 

nolak, 
Seynd  haoonn,  and  soaityme  tm  ey  or 

tweye,  4035 

For  she  was  aatt  were  a  maner  deye. 
A  yerd  she  hadde,  cnelosed  al  abonte 
JSS^UAiMSkkm,  and  a  dxye  dfeh  wiOk-ente, 
"^JsK  -wbitk  she  hadde  a  eok,  hig^t  Chaon- 

teclser,  4039 

In  al  t^  laadof  oMiwisg&ashis  peer*  (30) 
His  Tois  was  neiHer  than  the  mexy  orgon 
On  iiAossp  diij'tw  that  in  the  ohirehe  gen ; 


Wei  sikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logge, 
Than  is  a  dokke,  or  an  abbey  oilogge. 
By  nature  knew  he  ech  asoenoioon    4045 
Of  eqninoxial  in  thilke  tonn ; 
For  whan  degrees  fiffcene  were  asoended, 
Thanne  crew  he,  that  it  mighte  nat  ben 

amended.  (38) 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  tyn  ooral, 
And  batailed,  as  it  were  a  oastel-waL  4050 
ffis  bUe  was  blak,  and  as  the  jeet  it  shoon ; 
I^k  astir  were  his  legges,  and  his  toon ; 
His  nayles  whytter  than  the  lilie  floor, 
And  lyk  the  burned  gold  was  his  ookmr. 
This  genta  ook  hadde  in  his  govemaonoe 
Sevene  hennes,  for  todoon  alhisi>Ie8annce, 
Whiche  were  his  sostres  and  his  para- 
mours, 4057 
And  wonder  lyk  to  him,  as  of  eolonrs. 
Of  whiche  the  fikireste  hewed  on  hir  throte 
Wae  oleped  ftdre  damoysele  Pertelote. 
Cnrt^ys  die  was,  discreet,  and  debonaire, 
And  compaignaMe,  and  bar  hir«df  so 

ftiiie,  (5a) 

Sin  «h9ke  day  that  she  was  seren  ni^t 

old, 
That  trewely  she  ha<Ai  Ihe  herte  in  hold 
Of  Channteeleer  loken  in  erery  lith ;  40^ 
He  loved  hir  so,  that  wri  was  him  ther- 

with. 
Bat  saoh  a  joyewas  it  to  here  hem  singe, 
Whan  that  the  hrighte  Sonne  gan  to 

springe,  4^^^ 

Ik  stvete  aoeoxd,  *my  lief  is  fluren  in  londe.' 
For  thilke  lyme,  as  I  have  nnderstonde, 
Bestes  and  briddes  conde  speke  and  singe. 
And  so  bifbl,  that  in  a  daweninge,   (da) 
As  Channtedeer  among  his  wyvt^  ahe 
Bat  on  his  perohe,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  him  sat  this  fidxe  Pertelote,  4075 
This  Channtedeer  gan  gronen  in  his 

thtvte, 
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As  man  that  in  hit  dieem  is  dreoohed  Bore. 
And  whan  that  Pertelote  thus  herde  him 

pore,  4078 

She  was  agast,  and  i^e,  *  O  herte  dere, 
What  eyleth  yow,  to  grOne  in  this  numere? 
Te  been  a  verray  sleper,  ty  for  shame  !*  (71) 
And    he    answerde    and    seyde    thus, 

*madame, 
I  pray  yow,  that  ye  take  it  nat  a^grief : 
By  god,  me  mette  I  was  in  swich  meschief 
Bight  now,  that  yet  myn  herte  is  sore 

afiright.  4085 

Now  god,'  qnod  he,  *  my  swevene  xecohe 

aright, 
And  keep  my  body  oat  of  fonl  pxisoon ! 
Me  mette,  how  that  I  romed  np  and  donn 
Withinne  oar  yerde,  wher-os  I  saogh 

abeste, 
Was  lyk  an  hoand,  and  wolde  han  maad 

areste  4090 

Upon  my  body,  and  wolde  han  had  me 

deed.  (81) 

His  ooloar  was  bitwise  yelwe  and  reed ; 
And  tipped  was  his  tail,  and  bothe  his  eoces, 
With  Uak,  onlyk  the  remenant  of  his 

heies; 
His  snowte  smal,  with  glowinge  eyen 

tw^ye.  4095 

Yet  of  his  look  for  fore  almost  I  d^ye ; 
This  caused  me  my  groning,  doatelees.* 
*AvQy!*  qood  die,  ^ty  on  yow,  herte- 

leesl 
Alias !'  qaod  she,  *for,  by  that  god  above, 
Now  han  3^  lost  myn  herte  and  al  my 

love ;  4x00 

I  oan  nat  love  a  coward,  by  my  ibith.  (91) 
For  oertes,  what  so  any  womman  seith, 
We  alle  de^yren,  if  it  mighte  be, 
To  han  hoasbondes  hardy,  wyse,  and  free, 
And  seoree,  and  nonigard,  nenofool,  4i<^ 
Ne  him  that  is  agast  of  every  tool, 
Ke  noon  avaontoar,  by  that  god  above  I 
How  dozste  ye  seyn  for  shame  onto  your 

love, 
That  any  thing  mighte  make  yow  afbrdf 
Have  ye  no  mannes  herte,  and  han  a  herd  ? 
AUas!  and  oonne  ye  been  agast  of  swe- 

venis?  (loi)    41 11 

No-thing,  god  wot,  bat  vanitee,  in  sweven 

ilk 
Swovenes  engendren  of  repleooioons, 


And  ofte  of  ftune,  and  of  compleocioans, 
Whan  hamoars  been  to  habondant  in  a 

wi^it.  4115 

Oertes  this  dream,  which  ye  han  met 

to-night,' 
Cometh  of  the  grete  snperflaitee 
Of  yoare  rede  coUra^  pardee. 
Which  oaoseth  folk  to  dieden  in  here 

dremes  (109) 

Of  arwee,  and  of  f^r  with  rede  lemes,  4120 
Of  grete  bestes,  that  they  wd  hem  byte. 
Of  contek,  and  of  whelpes  grete  and  lyte ; 
Bight  as  the  hamoar  of  malencolye 
Oaoseth  All  many  a  man,  in  sleep,  to  ciya, 
For  fere  of  blake  beres,  or  boles  Uake,  4125 
Or  elles,  blake  develes  wde  hem  take. 
Of  othere  hamoars  coade  I  telle  also, 
That  werken  many  a  man  in  sleep  All  wo; 
Bat  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  can. 
Lo  Catoan,  which  that  was  so  wys 

a  man,  4130 

Seyde  he  nat  thas,  ne  do  no  fon  of 

dremes?  (121) 

Now,  sire,'  qaod  she,  *wliaii  we  flee  firo 

the  hemes, 
For  Ck>ddes  love,  as  tak  som  laacaiyf ; 
Uppezilofmy8oale,andofmylyf,  4134 
I  coanseille  yow  the  beste,  I  wol  nat  lye, 
That  bothe  of  colore  and  of  malencolye 
Te  pazge  yow ;  and  for  ye  shal  nat  tarie, 
Thoagh  in  this  toon  is  noon  i^Kytecarie, 
I  shal  my-self  to  herbes  techen  yow. 
That  shal  ben  tor  yoar  hele,  and  for  yoor 

prow ;  4140 

And  in  oor  yerd  tho  herbes  shal  I  flnde. 
The  whiche  han  of  hir  propretee,  l^ 

kinde,  (13a) 

To  pargen  yow  binetbe,  and  eek  above. 
Foiget  not  this,  for  goddes  owene  love ! 
Te  been  faX  oderik  of  cooq^leccioan.  4145 
Ware  the  sonne  in  his  asoendoan 
Ne  iynde  yow  nat  repleet  of  hamoars 

hote; 
And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wel  leye  a  grote, 
That  ye  shal  have  a  f evere  teroiane, 
Or  an  aga,  that  may  bo  yoare  bane.   4150 
A  day  or  two  ye  shal  have  digestives  (141) 
Of  wormes,  er  ye  take  yoar  laxatyvts, 
Of  laariol,  centaore,  and  ftimetere, 
Or  dies  of  ellebor,  that  groweth  there, 
0fcatapaoe,orafgaytre8bei7is,        4155 
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Of  erbe  yve,  growing  in  oor  yerd,  that 

mery  is; 
Pekke  hem  up  right  as  th^y  growe,  and 

etehemin. 
Be  meiy,  honsbond,  for  your  flkder  kin ! 
Dredeth  no  dreem ;  I  can  say  yow  na- 

more.'  (149) 

*  If adame,*  quod  ha,  'ymiMfit  «i«rcy  of 

your  lore.  41^ 

Bat  nathelees,  as  touching  dann  Catonn, 
That  hath  of  wisdom  such  a  greet  renoun, 
Thonc^  that  he  had  no  dremes  for  to 

drede, 
By  godf  men  may  in  olde  bolces  rede 
Of  many  a  man,  more  of  auotoritee    4>^ 
Than  eyer  Catonn  was,  so  mote  I  thee, 
That  al  the  reven  s^yn  of  his  sentence, 
And  han  wel  foonden  hy  experience. 
That  dremes  ben  ligniflcaciouns. 
As  wel  of  joye  as  tribulaoiouns  4170 

That  folk  enduren  in  this  lyf  present.  (161) 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  azgnmeni; 
The  verray  preve  aheweth  it  in  dede. 
Oon  of  the  gretteste  aoctonrs  that  men 

rede 
Seith  thus,  that  whylom  two  felawes 

wente  4175 

On  pilgrimage,  in  a  fnl  good  entente ; 
And  happed  so,  thay  oome  into  a  toun, 
Wher-as  ther  was  swioh  congregaoioun 
Of  peple,  and  eek  so  streit  of  herbeigage 
That  th^  ne  founde  as  muche  as  o  ootage 
In  which  they  bothe  mighte  y-logged  be. 
Wherfor  thay  mosten,  of  neoessitee,  (173) 
As  for  that  night,  departen  compaagnye ; 
And  eoh  of  hem  goth  to  his  hostelzye, 
And  took  his  logging  as  it  woldefalle.  4185 
That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle, 
Fer  in  a  yerd,  with  oxen  of  the  plough ; 
That  other  man  was  legged  wel  y-nou^^ 
As  was  his  aventure,  or  his  fortune,  4189 
That  us  govemeth  alle  as  in  commune. 

And  so  bifel,  that,  longe  er  it  were  day, 
This  man  mette  in  his  bed,  ther-as  he  lay, 
How  that    his   felawe   gan  up^m  him 

calle,  (183) 

And  Beyde,  "  alias !  for  in  an  oxes  staJle 
This  night  I  shal  be  mordred  ther  I  lye. 
Now  help  me,  dere  brother,  er  I  dye;  4196 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me,**  he  sayde. 
This  man  out  of  his  sleep  for  fereabrayde ; 


But  whan  that  he  was  wakned  of  his  sleep, 
He  turned  him,  and  took  of  this  no  keep; 
Him  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  avanitee. 
Thus  twyes  in  his  sluing  dremed  he.  (190) 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  him  thoughte,  and  seide,  **  I  am 

now  slawe ; 
Bihold  my  blody  woundes,  dope  and  wyde ! 
Arys  up  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,         4«06 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,*' quod  he, 
"  A  carte  fuX  of  dong  ther  shaltow  see. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  ftil  primely; 
I>o  thilke  carte  aresten  boldely,  4210 

My  gold  caused  Toy  mordre,  sooth   to 

M^^;"  (soi) 

And  tolde  him  eveiy  poynt  how  he  was 

slayn. 
With  a  fdl  pitous  ikce,  pale  of  hewe. 
And  tmste  wel,  his  dreem  he  fond  ftil 

trewe ; 
For  on  the  morwe,  as  sons  as  it  was  di^, 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way ;     4316 
And  whan  that  he  cam  to  this  oxes  stalle, 
AAer  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

The  hostiler  answered  him  anon, 
And  Hyde,  *' sire,  your  felawe  is  agon,  4flio 
As  sone  as  day  he  wente  out  of  the  toun." 
This  man  gan  fSUlen  in  suq;>eoioun,  (aia) 
Bemembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette. 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

lette,  4234 

Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dongMMurte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lond. 
That  was  arrayed  in  the  same  wyse 
As  3re  han  herd  the  dede  man  devyse ; 
And  with  an  hardy  herte  he  gan  to  crye 
y  engeannce  and  justice  of  this  f  elonye : — 
"  Hy  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  night, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lyth  gapinge  upright. 
I  crye  out  on  the  ministres,**  quod  he,  (293) 
**  That  sholden  kepe  and  reulenthis  citee ; 
Harrow!    alias!    her    lyth   my   felawe 

slayn!"  4335 

What  diolde  I  moreun-to  this  tale  sayn  ? 
The  peple  out-sterte,  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grounds. 
And  in  the  middel  of  the  dong  th«y 

founds 
The  dede  man,  that  mordred  was  al  newe. 
0  blisful  god,  that  art  so  just  and 

trewe!  4140 
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Lo,  how  that   thou  Hwrejresl   fenordre 

alway !  (23O 

Mordre  wol  out,  that  See  We  day  by  dayt 
Mordre  !■  so  wlatsom  and  abhominable 
To  god,  that  is  so  just  and  Iresonable, 
That  he  newol  nat  snfftre  it  heledbe;  4945 
Though  it  abyde  a  yeer,  or  two,  at  thxee, 
Mordre  wol  oat,  this  my  condnsioan. 
And  right  anoon,  ministres  of  tiiat  toon 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  so  sore  him 

pyned,  (239) 

And  eek  the  hostxler  so  sore  engjrned,  4250 

That  thay  biknewe  hir  wikkedneese  anoon. 

And  were  an-hanged  by  the  nekke-boon. 

Here  may  men  seen  that  dremes  been 

to  dreda 
And  certes,  in  the  same  book  I  rede. 
Bight  in  the  nexte  ohajyitre  after  this, 
(I  gahbe  nat,  so  have  I  joye  or  bUs,)  4356 
Two  men  that  wolde  han  passed  over  see, 
For  ctfeteyn.  oanse,  In-to  a  fer  eontree. 
If  that  the  wind  ne  hadde  been  contrsrie, 
That  made  hem  in  a  dteeflor  totarie,  4260 
That  stood  fbl  mexy  upon  an  haven- 

syde.  (251) 

Bat  on  a  day,  agayn  the  even-^yde. 
The  wind  gan  chatmge,  and  blew  ri^^t 

ashemleste. 
JoISf  and  glad  titey  wcnte  tm^to  hir  reste, 
And  oasten  hem  fol  erly  for  to^aille ;  4365 
Bat  fto  that  00  man  fil  a  greetmerraille. 
That  oon  of  hem,  in  deplng  as  he  lay , 
Him  mette  a  woniar  dx««m,  agayn  tiie 

day; 
Him  thooglite  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes 

syda, 
And  him.  oomannded,  that  he  aholde 

abyde,  4270 

And  ssyde  him  thus,  *^lf  thoa  to4norwe 

wende,  (a6i) 

Thoa  shaH  he  dr^jrnt ;  my  tale  is  at  an 

ende." 
He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  What  he 

mdtte, 
And  preyde  him  his  viaga  for  to  lette ; 
As  for  that  day,  he  pr^e  him  to  abyde. 
His  felawe,  that  lay  by  hla  beddes  syde, 
Oan  for  to  laoghe,  and  sooraad  him  fhl 

fosta. 
**Nodreem,**qaodhe,  *'Juyaomynherte 

agaste, 


¥hat  i  wol  iette  for  to  do  my  thinges. 
I  sette  not  a  straw  Vy  thy  dreminges,  4280 
For  swevenes  been  bat  vanitees  and  japes. 
Men  dreme  al-day  of  owles  or  of  apes,  (372) 
And  eke  of  many  a  mase  therwithal ; 
Men  dreme  of  thing  that  never  was  no 

shat  4284 

^t  sith  t  see  that  thoa  wolt  heer  abyde, 
And  thus  for-sleathen  wilAilly  thy  tyde, 
Ck>d  wot  it  reweth  me ;  and  have  good 

day.»» 
And  thas  he  took  his  leve,  and  wente  his 

way* 
Bat  er  that  he  hadde  halfo  his  ooors 

y-asyled^ 
Noot  I  nat  why,  ne  what  mischaonce  it 

eyled^  4290 

Bat  easaelly  the  shippes  botme  rente,  (281) 
And  ship  and  man  ander  the  water  wento 
In  sighte  of  othere  shippes  it  byside. 
That  with  hem  seyled  at  the  same  tyde. 
And  therfor,  fkird  Pertelote  so  dere,  4295 
By  swiehe  ensamples  olde  malstow  lere. 
That  no  man  sholde  been  to  reoohelees 
Of  dremes,  for  I  sey  thee,  doatelees, 
That  many  a  dreem  M  sore  is  for  to 

drede.  4299 

Lo,  in  the  iyf  of  seint  ^enelm,  I  rede, 
That  was  KenoIphoS  sone,  the  noble  kixig 
Of  Mereenrike,  how  Konelm  mette  a 

thing;  (292) 

A  lyte  er  he  %as  mordred,  on  a  day, 
His  mordre  in  his  avisioon  he  say. 
His  norioe  him  exixmned  every  del    4305 
His  sweven,  and  bad  him  for  to  kepe  >iiTn 

wel 
3to  traisoan ;  bat  he  nas  bat  seven  yeer 

old. 
And  therfore  litel  tale  hath  he  told 
Of  any  dreem,  so  holy  was  his  herte. 
Qy  god,  I  hadde  lever  than  my  sherte  4310 
That  ye  had  rad  his  legende,  as  have  I. 
Dame  Partelote,  I  sey  yow  trewely,    (302) 
Maerobeos,  that  writ  th'avisioan 
In  AArike  of  the  worthy  Cipioon, 
Affermeth  dremes,  and  seith  that  they 

heMi  4315 

Wiuming  of  thinges  that  men  after  seen. 

And  forther^more,  I  pray  yow  loketh 

wel 
In  th'olde  testament,  of  Daxdel, 
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If  he  held  dremef  any  vanitee.  4319 

Reed  eek  of  Joseph,  and  ther  shul  ye  lee 
Wher  dremef  ben  aom^jone  (I  ley  nat  alle) 
Warning  of  thingee  that  shul  alter  fiOle. 
Loke  of  Egipt  the  king,  daon  Pharao,  (315) 
His  bakere  and  his  boteler  also,  4324 

Wher  they  ne  felte  noon  effeot  in  dremes. 
Who-so  wol  seken  aotes  of  sondry  remes, 
Ifay  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thing. 
Lo  Cresos,  which  that  was  of  I^yde  king, 
Hette  he  n*t  that  he  sat  npon  a  tree,  43^0 
Which  signified  he  sholde  anhanged  be  ? 
Lo  heer  Andromaoha,  Eoiosres  wyf,  (321) 
That  day  that  Ector  sholde  lese  his  lyf, 
She  dremed  on  the  same  night  bifom, 
How  that  the  lyf  of  Botor  sholde  be  lorn, 
If  thilke  day  he  wente  in-to  ba*.ai11e ;  4335 
She  warned   him.  but   it   mighte   nat 

ayaille; 
He  wente  for  to  fighte  nathelees, 
But  he  was  slayn  anoon  of  AchiUefl. 
Bat  thilke  tale  is  al  to  long  to  telle,  4339 
And  eek  it  is  ny  dio^,  I  may  nM  dweUa. 
Shortly  I  seye,  as  for  oonclnsioQn,      (331) 
That  I  shal  han  of  this  avisionn 
AdvexBitee ;  and  I  seye  fiurthaMnore, 
That  I  ne  telle  of  lazotyyes  no  store, 
Forthey  ben  yenimoos,  I  wootit wel;  4345 
'    Ihem  defye,  I  love  hem  never  a  del. 
"^Kow  let  ns spake  cf  mirthe,  and  stiate 

althis; 
Madame  Pertelote,  so  haye  I  blis, 
Of  o  thing  god  hath  sent  me  large  grace ; 
For  whan  I  see  the  beantee  of  yoor  ikoe, 
Ye  ben  so  scarlet-reed  abont  your  yOn, 
It  maketh  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen ;  (34a) 
For,  also  siker  as  Inprimeifia, 
Mulier  ut  Tyymimt  eon/^uio  ;  4354 

Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  Latin  is — 
Wonmum  is  mannffis  joye  and  al  his  blis. 
For  whan  I  fele  a-night  your  soAe  ^yde, 
Al-be-it  that  I  may  nat  on  yon  ryde. 
For  that  onr  perehe  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alast 
I  am  so  ftil  of  joye  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  defye  bothe  swenren  and  dreem.' 
And  with  that  word  he  fley  doon  tto  the 

heem,  ^35«) 

For  it  was  day,  and  eek  his  hennes  alle ; 
And  with  a  ehnk  he  gan  hem  for  to  ealle, 
For  he  had  fonnds  a  com,  lay  in  the  yerd. 


Boyal  he  was,  he  was  namore  ofbrd ;  4366 
He  fethered  Pertelote  twenty  tyme, 
And  trad  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  pryme. 
He  loketh  as  it  were  a  grim  leoun ;    4369 
And  on  his  toos  he  rometh  up  and  doon. 
Him  deyned  not  to   sette   his   foot  to 

grcnnd^k  (361) 

He   ohnkkethj  whan   he  hath  a   com 

y^finmde) 
And  to  hhn  renneh  thanne  his  wyyes 

allei 
Thns  royalf  as  a  piinoe  is  in  his  halle, 
Leve  I  this  Chaonteoleer  in  his  i>astare  { 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  arentore.     4376 
Whan  that  the  month  in  which  the 

world  higan. 
That  hi^ta  Maroh,  whan  god  first  maked 


Was  eomplet,  and  [y>passed  were  ako, 
Sin  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  tiiat  Chaantedeer,  in  al  his  pxyde. 
His  seven  wsrres  walking  I7  his  ayde,  (37a) 
Caste  np  his  eyen  to  the  brighte  Sonne, 
That   in   the  signe    of   Taonis   hadde 

y-ronne 
Twenty  degrees  and  oon,  and  semwhat 

nwre;  4385 

And  knew  by  kynde,  and  by  noon  other 

lose, 
Thai  i«  was  pcyme,  and  erew  with  Uisfol 

stevene. 
*  The  Sonne,'  he  sayde,  *  is  domben  np  on 


Foorty  degrees  and  oon,  and  more,  y-wis. 
Madame  Pertelote,  my  worldes  blis,  4390 
Herkneth  thise  blisfol  briddes  how  they 

■ii««t  (38O 

And  see  the  freashe  floores  how  they 

springe  j 
Fnl  is  myn  herte  of  revel  and  solas.' 
Bnt  sodeinly  him  fil  a  sorwefU  cas ; 
For  ever  the  lattw  ende  of  joye  is  wo.  4395 
Ck>d  woot  that  worldly  joye  is  sone  ago ; 
And  if  a  rethor  coade  ftdre  endyte, 
He  in  a  ooroniqne  eaafly  mighte  it  wryte. 
As  for  a  sovereyn  notabilitee.  4399 

Now  eveiy  wys  man,  lat  him  herkne  me; 
This  storie  is  al-so  trewe,  I  undertake,  (391) 
As  is  the  book  of  Lannoriot  de  Lake, 
That  wommen  holde  in  fal  gret  reverence. 
Kow  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sentence. 


T  2 
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A  ool-fox,  ftd  of  sly  iniqnitee,  4405 

That  In  the  grove  hadde  woned  yeres 

three, 
By  heigh  imaginaoioon  foom-oact, 
The  same  night  thorgh-oat  the  hegges 

bnkst 
Into  the  yerd,  ther  Channtecleer  the  fiore 
Was  wont,  and  eek  his-wyree,  to  repaire; 
And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  stille  he  lay,  (401) 
Til  it  was  passed  nndem  of  the  day, 
Wayting  his  tyme  on  Chaonteoleer  to 

fUle, 
As  gladly  doon  thise  homiqydes  alle, 
That  in  awayt  liggentomordremen.4415 
0  false  mordrer,  larking  in  thy  den ! 
O  newe  Scariot,  newe  Genilon ! 
False  disdmiloor,  O  Greek  Sinon, 
That  broghtest  Troye  al  ontrely  to  sorwe  t 

0  Channtecleer,  acnzsed  be  that  morwe, 
That  thon  into  that  yerd  flongh  fro  the 

hemes!  (411)4421 

Thou   were   ftil  wel   y-wamed  hy  thy 

dremes, 
That  thilke  day  was  perilous  to  thee. 
But  what  that  god  forwoot  mot  nodes  be, 
After  the  opinioon  of  certcyn  olerkis.  44^5 
Witnesse  on  him,  that  any  perflt  olsrk  is. 
That  in  soole  is  gret  alteivaoionn 
In  this  matere,  and  greet  dispntisoun. 
And  hath  ben  of  an  hundred  thousand 

men. 
But  I  ne  can  notbulteittothebrea,443o 
As  can  the  holy  doctonr  Augus^yn,    (431) 
Or  Bofioe,  or  the  bishop  Bradwardyn, 
Whether  that  goddes  worthy  forwiting 
Streyneth  me  nedely  for  to  doon  a  thing, 
(Nedely  olepe  I  simple  neoessitee) ;     4435 
Or  elles,  if  free  ohoys  be  grannted  me 
To  do  that  same  thing,  or  do  it  noght. 
Though  god  foorwoot  it,  er  that  it  was 

wroght; 
Or  if  his  witing  streyneth  nevere  a  del 
But  by  neoessitee  eondioionel.  4440 

1  wol  not  ban  to  do  of  swich  matere  ;(43i) 
Hy  tale  is  of  a  ook,  as  ye  mi^  here, 
That  took  his  counseil  of  his  wjrf;  with 

sorwe, 
To  walken  in  the  yerd  upon  that  morwe 
That  he  had  met  the  dreem,  that  I  yow 

tolde.  4445 

Wommennes  oounseils  been  fU  ofteoolde ; 


Wommannes  oovnseil  broghte  us  first  to 

wo. 
And  made  Adam  fro  paradys  to  go, 
Tlier-as  he  was  Ailmeiy,  and  welatese.— 
But   for  I   noot,   to  whom  it  mighte 

displese,  445© 

If  I  oounseilof  wommen  wolde  blame,  (441) 
Passe  over,  for  I  s^yde  it  in  my  game. 
Bede  auotours,  wher  they  trete  of  swich 

matere. 
And  what  thay  ssyn  of  wommen  ye  may 

hera 
Thise  been  the  ookkes  wordes,  and  nat 

myne;  4455 

I  can  noon  harm  of  no  womman  divyne. — 

Eaire  in  the  sond,  to  bathe  hir  merily, 

I^rth  Pertelote,  and  alle  hir  snstres  by, 

Agayn  the  sonne ;  and  Ohauntedeer  so 

free 
Song  merier  than  the  mermayde  in  the 

see;  44^ 

Tor  Phisiologus  seith  sikerly,  (451) 

How  that  th^  singen  wel  and  merily. 
And  so  bifel  that,  as  he  caste  his  yO, 
Among  the  wortes,  on  a  boterflye,      4464 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  ful  lowe. 
No-thing  ne  liste  him  thanne  for  to  crowe. 
But  Clyde  anon,  *eok,  ook,'  and  up  he 

sterte. 
As  man  that  was  aflfrayed  In  his  herte. 
For  naturelly  a  beest  desyreth  flee 
Fiohisoontrarie,ifhemayitsee,     4470 
Though  he  never  erst  had  sejni  it  with 

his  ye.  (461) 

This  Channtecleer,  whan  he  gan  him 

espye. 
He  wolde  ban  fled,  but  that  the  tax.  anon 
Seyde,  *  Gtontil  aixB,  aUas  I  wher  wed  ye 

gcmf 
Be   ye   affirayed  of  me  that   am   your 

freend?  4475 

Now  cartes,  I  were  worse  than  a  feend. 
If  I  to  yofw  wolde  harm  or  vileinye. 
I  am  nat  come  your  counseil  for  t'espye ; 
But  trewely ,  the  cause  of  my  ocnninge 
Was  only  for  to  herkne  how  that  ye 

singe.  (470)  4480 

For  trewely  ye  have  as  mery  a  sterene 
As  eny  aungel  hath,  that  is  in  hevene ; 
Tharwith  ye  ban  in  musik  more  feUnge 
Than  hadde  BoQoe,  or  any  thai  oan  cinga. 
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My  lord  your  &dar  (god  hii  loiile  bletM  0 
And  eek  your  moder,  of  hir  gentilesM, 
Han  in  myn  hons  y-been,  to  my  gret  eee; 
And  certeo,  sire,  fhl  fiiyn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.  4488 

But  for  men  speke  of  singing,  I  wol  saye, 
So  mote  I  brooke  wel  myn  eyen  tweye, 
Save  yow,  I  herde  never  man  to  singe, 
As  dide  yoor  £ftder  in  the  morweninge ; 
Certea,  it  was  of  herte,  al  that  he  song. 
And  for  to  make  his  yoys  the  more  strong, 
He  volde  so  peyne  him,  that  with  bothe 

hisyfin  4495 

He  moste  winke,  so  londe  he  wolde  oiyen. 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  ther-with-al. 
And  streoche  forth  his  nekke  long  and 


And  eek  he  was  of  swioh  discreoiooxk, 
That  ther  nas  no  man  in  no  regionn  4500 
That  him  in  song   or  wisdom  mighte 

paflM.  (49O 

I  haye  wel  xad  in  dann  Bamd  the  Assa, 
Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  wasaook. 
For  that  a  preestes  sone  yaf  him  a  knok 
Upon  his  leg,  whyl  he  was  yong  and 

nyoe,  490$ 

He  made  him  for  to  lese  his  benefyce. 
Bat  certeyn,  ther  nis  no  comparisoon 
Bitwiz  the  wisdom  and  disoreoioiin 
Of  yoare£ftder,  andof  hissabtiltee.  (499) 
Now  singeth,  sire,  for  seinte  Charitee,  4510 
Let  see,  conne  ye  your  fJEtder  ooontrefete?' 
This  Chaonteoleer  his  winges  gan  to  bete, 
As  man  that  oonde  his  tresoon  nat  espye^ 
80  was  he  rayisshed  with  his  flaterya 

Alias !  ye  lordes,  many  a  &ls  flatonr 
Is  in  your  ooortes,  and  many  a  losengeonT, 
That  plesen  yow  wel  more,  by  my  feith. 
Than  he  that  soothiastnesse  nnto  yow 

seith. 
Bedeth  Ecdesiaste  of  flateiye ; 

)th  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  trecherye.  4530 
This  Chaantedeer  stood  bye  np-on  his 

toos,  (511) 

Strecching  his  nekke,  and  heeld  his  ^yen 

olooB, 
And  gan  to  crowe  londe  for  the  nones ; 
And  daxm  Bnssel  the  fox  sterte  up  at 

ones,  4524 

And  by  the  gargat  hente  Ghannteoleer, 
And  on  his  bak  toward  the  wode  him  beer, 


B^i 


For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him 

sewed. 
O  destinee,  that  mayst  nat  been  eschewed ! 
Alias,  that  Channteoleer  fleigh  firo  the 

hemes  I  4539 

«Allas,  his  wyf  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremes ! 
jAndonaFriday  filalthismesohaonoe.  (521) 
O  Venus,  that  art  goddesse  of  plesannoe, 
Sin  that  thy  serrant  was  this  Ghannte- 
oleer, 
And  in  thy  service  dide  al  his  poweer, 
More  for  delyt,  than  world  to  mnltiplye, 
Why  woldestow  snffire  him  on  thy  day  to 

dye?  4536 

O  Ghbnfi^d,  dere  mayster  soveniyn, 
That,  whan  thy  worthy  king  Bichard 

wasslayn 
With  shot,  oompleynedest  hia  deth  so 

sore. 
Why  ne  hadde  I  now  thy  sentence  and 

thylora^  454a 

The  Friday  for  to  ohyde,  as  diden  ye?  (531) 
(For  on  a  Friday  soothly  slayn  was  he.) 
Than  wolde  I  shewe  yow  ho^  that  I  oonde 

pleyne 
For  Ghanntaolerea  drede,  and  for  his 

peyne. 
Oertes,  swioh  ciy  ne  lamsntaoionn  4545 
Was  never  of  ladies  maad,  fdiaa  nionn 
Was  woxme,  sand  Fliraa  with  bis  streite 

swerd. 
Whan  he  hadde  hent  kin^  IMaoa  by  the 

beid, 
And  slayn  him  (as  saith  ns  Eneydo$\ 
As  maden  aUe  the  hennes  in  the  olos,  4556 
Whan  they  had  seyn  of  Ghaonteoleer  the 

■ighte.  (541) 

But  sovereynly  dame  Pertelote  durigfate, 
Fnl  loader  than  dide  Hasdrabales  wyf, 
Whan  that  hir  honsbond  hadde  lost  hii  lyf, 
And  that  the  Bconi^ns  hadde  brend 

Cartage;  4555 

She  was  so  ftil  of  torment  and  of  rage, 
That  wilAilly  into  the  fyr  she  sterte. 
And  brende  hix'^elven  with  a  stedfitst 

herte. 
O  wotal  hennes,  right  so  oxyden  ye, 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  oitee456o 
Of  Bome,  oiyden  senatoores  wyves,    (551) 
For  that  hir  hoosbondes  losten  alle  hir 

lyves; 
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Witlioaten  gilt  this  Nero  hath  hem  dayn. 
Npw  "vrol  I  tome  to  my  tale  agayn : — 
Thifl  sely  widwe,  and  eek  hir  doghtros 
/two,  4565 

H^en  thise  hezmes  oiye  and  maken  wo, 
Aiid  oiut  at  dores  sterten  they  anoon, 
And  ayen  the  fox  toward  the  grove  goon, 
And  bar  upon  hia  hak  the  00k  away; 
And  ciyden,  *  Oat !  hi^rxow  |  and  weyla- 

way!  4570 

Ha,  ha,  the  fbx!'  and  after  him  they 

ran,  (561) 

And  eek  with  staves  many  another  man ; 
Ban  Colle  oxa  dogge,  and  Talbot,  and 

G^erland, 
And  Halkin,  with  a  distaf  in  hir  hand ; 
Ban  oow  and  calf,  and  eek  the  verray 

hogges  4575 

So  were  they  fered  for  berking  of  the 

dogges 
And  shouting  of  the  men  and  wimmen 

eke, 
They  ronne  so,  hem  thonghte  hir  herte 

breke. 
They  jrelleden  as  feendes  doon  In  helle ; 
The  dokes  cxyden  as  men  wolde  hem 

qaeUe ;  0»7')  458o 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  over  the  trees ; 
Oat  of  the  hyve  earn  the  swarm  of  bees ; 
80  hidons  was  the  noyse,  at  henedidtet 
Oertes,  he  Jakke  Straw,  and  his  meynee, 
Ne  made  never  shoutes  half  so  shrills,  4585 
Whan  that  they  wolden  any  Fleming 

kUle, 
As  thilke  day  was  maad  apon  the  fbz. 
Of  bras  thay  broghten  hemes,  and  of  box. 
Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whiche  they  Uewe 

andpoaped, 
And  therwithal  thay  shryked  and  they 

hooped ;  4590 

It  semed  as  that  hsven  sholde  fidle.  (581) 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  herkneth  alle ! 

Lo,  how  fortune  tometh  sodeinly 
The  hope  and  piyde  eek  of  hir  enemy  I 
This  ook,  that  lay  upon,  the  foxes  bak,  4595 
In  al  his  drede,  nn-to  the  fox  he  spetk, 
And  seyde,  *  sire,  if  that  I  were  as  ye, 
Yet  aholde  I  s^yn  (as  wis  god  helpe  me), 
Tometh  agayn,  ye  proode  cherles  alle ! 


A  verray  pestilence  op-on  yow  falle  f  4600 
Now  am  I  come  on-to  this  wodes  qyde, 
Haogree  yoor  heed,  the  cok  shal  heer 

abyde ;  (59a) 

I  wol  him  ete  in  feith,  and  that  anon.' — 
The  fox  answerde,  *in  feith,  it  shal  be 

don,'— 
And  as  he  spak  that  word,  al  sodeinly  4605 
This  ook  brak  firom  his  month  deliverly, 
And  heighe  op-on  a  tree  he  fleigh  anon. 
And  whan  the  fox  saogh  that  he  was 

*  Alias !'  qood  he,  *  O  Chaonteoleer,  alias! 
I  have  to  yow,'  qood  he,  *  y-doon  trespas, 
In-as-moche  as  I  maked  yow  aferd,  (601) 
Whan  I  yow  hente,  and  broghte  oot  of 

the  yerd ; 
Bot,  sire,  I  dide  it  in  no  wikke  entente ; 
Com  doon,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  what 

Imente. 
I  shal  seye  sooth  to  yow,  god  help  me  so.* 

*  Nay  than,'  qood  he,  *  I  shrewe  os  bothe 

two,  4616 

And  first  I  shrewe  my-self,  bothe  blood 

and  bones, 
If  thoo  bigyle  me  ofber  than  ones. 
Thoo  shalt  na-more,  thorgh  thy  flaterye. 
Do  me  to  singe  and  winke  with  myn  yd. 
For  he  that  winketh,  whan  he  sholde  see, 
Al  wilAilly,  god  lat  him  never  thee !'  (612) 

*  Nay,'  qood  the  fox,  *  bot  god  yeve  him 

meschaonce. 
That  is  so  ondiscreet  of  govemaonce. 
That  jangleth  whan  he  sholde  holde  his 

pees.'  4625 

Lo,  swich  it  is  for  to  be  recchelees. 
And  neoligent,  and  tmste  on  flaterye. 
Bot  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folye. 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, 
Taketh  the  moralitee,  good  men.        46JO 
For  seint  Faol  seith,  that  al  that  writen 

i«,  (621) 

To  oor  doctrsme  it  Is  y-write,  y-wis. 
Taketh  the  Aroyt,  and  lat  the  chaf  be 

stme. 
Now,  gode  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille. 
As  seith  my  lord,  so  make  os  alle  good 

men ;  4635 

And  bringe  OS  to  his  heighe  blisBO.  Amen. 


Here  is  ended  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale. 
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'  SisNonnes  Freest,' oar  boste  sejdeanoon, 
*  Y-blowod  be  thy  breche,  and  erery  etoon ! 
'fhii  -was  a  mery  tale  of  Cbaonteoleer. 
Bat,  by  my  troathe,  if  thoa  irere  eeoaler, 
Thoa  woldest  been  a  trede-fool  a>rigb t.  464 1 
For,  if  thoa  have  corage  as  thoa  hart 

might, 
Thee  were  nede  of  hennea,  as  I  wane, 
Yfkf  mo  than  aevan  tymes  aeventene. 


See,  whiche  braoxies  hath  tiiis  gentil 
Preeat,  4645 

80  greet  a  nekke,  and  awioh  a  large  breest ! 
He  loketh  as  a  sperhaok  with  his  yen  ;  (11) 
Him  nedeth  nat  his  ooloar  for  to  dyen 
With  brasil,  ne  with  greyn  of  Portingale. 
Now  sire,  ftire  fidle  yow  for  yoore  tale!' 
And  after  that  he,  with  tal  mery  chore, 
Saide  to  another,  as  ye  ahnllen  here.  4653 


■T.  15468 ;  0. 1  *T.  11935. 


GROUP  C. 

THE   PHISICIENS  TALE. 


^^5*-'^  '^V  ^         t  .         Here  folweth  the 

Thxk  was,  as  telleth  Titos  Livios, 
A  knight  that  called  was  Yirginios, 
^  FuUQo^  of  hononr  and  of  worthinesse, 
And  strong  of  fireendes  and  of  greet 

richesse.  [T.  11938 

This  knight  a  doghter  hadda  by  his  wyf, 
Ko  children  hadde  he  mo  iniU  his  lyf.  6 
Fair  was  this  mayde  in  exoellont  beantee 
Aboren  eveiy  wight  that  man  may  see ; 
For  natare  hath  with  sovereyn  diligence 
Y-formed  hir  in  so  greet  excellence,  xo 
As  though  she  wolde  seyn,  *lo !  I,  Katore, 
Thns  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creatore, 
Whan  that  me  list ;  who  can  me  coantre- 

fete?  -  vMA'.1'Att». 
Pigmalion  noght,  though  he  ay  forge  and 

betOj  -  -^^.U, 


Ptriaidana  Tale. 

Or  grave,  or  peynte ;  forldarwelseyn,  15 
Apelles,  ^^anzis,  sholde  werche  in  yeyn,  y^^A^  /: '• 
Oather  to  grave  or  peynte  or  forge  or  beto. 
If  they  presumed  me  to  coontrefete. 
For  he  that  is  the  former  principal  . 
Hath  maked  me  his  idcaire  general, '^Wi^    ''''  '-^-^ 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creatoris 
Bight  as  me  list,  and  ech  thing  in  my 

core  is 
Under  the  mono,  that  may  wane  and  waxe, 
And  for  wy  work  right  no-thing  wol  I  axe ; 
Ky  lord  and  I  ben  Ail  of  oon  accord ;     35 
I  made  hir  to  the  worship  of  my  lord, 
So  do  I  alle  myne  othere  creatures, 
What  colour  that  they  ban,  or  what 

figures.* — 
Thus  semeth  me  that  Natare  wolde  s^ye. 
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This  mayde  of  age  twelf  yeer  was  and 
tweye,  3® 

In  which  that  Nature  hadde  swich  delyt 
For  right  as  she  can  peynte  a  lilie  whyt 
And  reed  a  rose,  right  with  swich  peyntore 
She  peynted  hath  this  noble  creature  ^  ^ 
Er  she  were  bom,  np-ob  hir  limes  fr^  35 
\i  Wher-as  by  right  swiohe  colours  sholdebe ; 
,  And  Phebns  dyed  hath  hir  tresses  grete 
.  lyk  to  the  stremes  of  his  bnmed  hete. 
And  if  that  excellent  was  hir  beantee, 
A  thousand-fold  more  vertaons  was  she.  40 
In  hir  ne  lakked  no  cond^ionn,^' V"  ^ *-'^ ' 
That  is  to  preyse,  ^hy  disblSftSbWr*^'*'^, 
As  wel  in  goost  aabody  chast  was  she; 
Eor  which  she  floored  in  viiginitee 
With  alle  hnmilitee  and  abstinenoe,      45 
With  alle  ^ttemperannoe  and  paoienoe, 
Witk  meiStire  eek  of  bering  and  array. 
Discreet  she  was  in  answering  alway ; 
Though  she  were  wys  as  Pallas,  dar  I  seyn, 
(^  Hir  fj^oound  eek  ftil  wommanlyand  pleyn, 
No  oountrefeted  termes  hadde  she         51 
To  seme  wys ;  but  after  hir  degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hir  wordes  more  and 
lesse 
H  Sotminge  in  Tertu  and  in  gentOlesse. 

Shamfast  she  was  in  maydens  sham&st- 
I  nesse,  55 

,  ^  Ck>nstant  in  herte,  and  ever  in  bisineswe 

^  To  dryve  hir  out  of  ydel  slogardye. 
^4*Bacus  hadde   of  hir   mouth   right  no 
maastrye; 
For  wyn  and  youthe  doon  Yenus  enorece, 
^As  men  in  fyr  wol  oasten  oile  or  greoe.  60 
And  of  hir  owene  vertu,  unconstreyned, 
^.    She  hath  ful  ofte  tyme  syk  hir  feyned, 
.    F6r  that  she  wolde  fleen  the  oompanye 
Wher  Ijrkly  was  to  treten  of  folye, 
^As  is  at  festes,  revels,  and  at  daunces^  65 
That  been  occasions  of  daliaunces, 
Swioh  thinges  maken  children  for  to  be 
To  sone  rype  and  bold,  as  men  may  see. 
Which,  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  ben  yore. 
For  al  to  sone  may  she  leme  lore  70 

Of  boldnessef  whan  she  wozen  is  a  wyf  . 

And  ye  maastresses  in  your  olde  lyf. 
That  lordes  dc^htres  han  in  govemaunce, 
Ke  taketh  of  my  wordes  no  displesaunoe ; 
Thenketh  that  ye  ben  set  in  goveminges  j$ 
Of  lordes  doghtres,  only  for  two  thinges ; 


Outher  for  ye  han  kept  your  honestee. 
Or  dies  ye  han  fklle  in  fireletee, 
And  knowen  wely-nough  the  olde  daunce. 
And  han  forsaken  fully  swich  meschaunce 
For  evermo ;  therfore,  for  Cristes  sake,  81 
To  teche  hemvertu  loke  that  ye  ne  slake. 
A  theef  of  venisoun,  that  hath  forlait 
His  likerousnesse,  and  al  his  olde  craft, 
Can  kepe  a  forest  best  of  any  man.        85 
Nowkepethhem  wel,  for  if  ye  wol,  ye  can ; 
Loke  wel  that  ye  un-to  no  vice  assente, 
Lest  ye  be  dampned  for  your  wikke  en- 
tente; 
For  who-so  doth,  a  traitonr  is  certeyn. 
And  taketh  kepe  of  that  that  I  shal 
s^yn;  90 

Of  alle  tresons  sovereyn  pestilence 
Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 

Ye  fkdres  and  ye  modres  eek  also. 
Though  ye  han  children,  be  it  oon  or  two, 
Youristhechargeof  alhirsurv^yaunce,  95 
Whyl  that  ihey  been  under  your  govem- 
aunce. 
Beth  war  that  by  ensample  of  your  livinge. 
Or  by  your  neoligence  in  chastisinge. 
That  they  ne  perisse ;  for  I  dar  wel  seye, 
Ifthattheydoon,yeshulitdereabeye.  100 
Under  a  shepherde  softe  and  nedigent 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  sheep  and  lamb 

to-rent. 
Suf^^th  oon  ensample  now  as  here. 
For  I  mot  tume  agayn  to  my  matere. 
This  mayde,  of  which  I  wol  this  tale 
ezpresse,  105 

Sokepte  hir-self,  hir  neded  no  maistresse ; 
For  in  hir  living  maydens  migfaten  rede. 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  or  dede, 
That  longeth  to  a  mayden  vertuous; 
She  was  so  prudent  and  BO  bounte^ouB.  no 
For  which  the  &me  out-sprong  on  every 

i^yde 
Bothe  of  hir  beautee  and  hir  bountee  wyde ; 
That  thurgh  that  land  they  preysed  hir 


That  loved  vertu,  save  envye  allone, 

That  sory  is  of  other  mennes  wele,        115  (^ 

And  glad  is  of  his  sorwe  and  his  unhde ; 

(The  doctour  maketh  this  desoripdoun)./'!/^ 

This  mayde  up-on  a  day  wente  in  the  toun 

Toward  a  temple,  with  hir  moder  dere, 

As  is  of  yonge  maydens  the  manere.    x jo 


■  '^  \ 


>:  U*.-\  ^M.*<.U  di.'lfU 
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Now  WM  tlier  Uiaim«  a  jnsUoe  in  that 

toon, 
That  goTeviKMxr  was  of  thai  ngioctn. 
And  80  "biUi,  this  jnge  his  oyen  casta 
Up-on  this  majrde,  avysinge  him  ful  £ute, 
As  she  oam  forVy  ther  this  jnge  stood.  125 
Anon  his  herte  channged  and  his  mood, 
So  was  he  caught  with  beaatee  of  this 

mayde; 
And  to  himself  All  piiTely  he  sajda, 
'  This  mayde  shal  be  myn,  for  any  man.' 
Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran,  130 
And  taofl^te  him  sodeynly,  that  he  hy 

slights 
The  mayden  to  his  porpos  winne  mights. 
For  oertes,  by  no  force,  ne  by  no  mede, 
Himthoaghte,hewasnatableforto8pede ; 
For  she  was  strong  of  fireendes,  and  ei^  she 
Oonfermed  was  in  swiehsorerayn  boimtee. 
That  wel  he  wirte  he  mighte  hir  nerer 

winne  137 

As  for  to  mtJut  hir  with  hir  body  stirne. 
For  which,  by  greet  deliberaoioian, 
He  sente  after  a  cherl,  was  in  the  toon,  140 
Which  that  he  knew  for  snbtil  aad  for 

bold. 
This  jnge  nn-tothis  cherl  his  talehath  told 
In  secree  wyse,  and  made  him  to  ensure, 
He  sholde  telle  it  to  no.oreatore. 
And  if  he  dide,  he  sholde  less  his  heed.  145 
Whan  that  assented  was  this  onrsed  reed, 
Glad  was  this  jnge  and  maked  him  greet 

chere, 
And  yaf  him  yiftes  precionse  and  dere. 
Whan  shapen  was  al  hir  oonspiracye 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  that  his  leoherye 
Parfourned  sholde  been  Axl  subtiUy,     151 
As  ye  shnl  here  it  after  openly,  •      ,..  , 
Hoom  gooth  the  eherl,  that  highte^Clan- 


dins. 


'.U>o<-*  '^-This'false  jnge  that  highteApins,  '  h.a;.. 
So  was  his  name,  (for  this  is  no  fable,  155 
Bat  knowoi  for  histoxial  thing  notaUe, 
The  sentence  of  it  sooth  is,  oat  of  donte), 
This  fiilse  jnge  gooth  now  &ste  aboate 
To  hasten  his  delyt  al  that  he  may. 
And  so  bifel  sone  after,  on  a  day,  x6o 

This  false  jnge,  as  telleth  ns  the  storie,    ' 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  oonsistorie, 
And  yaf  his  domes  np-on  sondiy  cas. 
This  false  cherlcam  forth  a  fol  greet  pas, 


And  seyde, 'lord,  if  that  it  beyonr  wille,  165 
As  dooth  me  right  np-on  this  pitons  bills, 
In  which  I  pleyne  np-on  Yirginins. 
And  if  that  he  wol  seyn  it  is  nat  thns, 
I  wol  it  preye,  and  finde  good  witnesie, 
That  sooth  is  that  my  bille  wol  ezpresse.' 

The  jnge  answerde,  *Qf  this,  in  his 

absence,  171 

I  mi^  nat  y  eve  difflnitif  sentence. 

Lat^do  him  oaUe,  and  I  wol  gladlr  here ; 

Thon  Shalt  haVe  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

htoe.»  4;hA^  174 

Yirginins  cam,  to  wite  the  jnges  wills, 
And  ri|^t  anon  was  rad  this  cnrsed  bille ; 
The  sentence  of  it  was  as  ye  dml  here. 

*  To  yow,  my  lord,  sirs  Apins  so  dere, 
Sheweth  yoor  povxe  servant  Glandins, 
How  that  a  knight,  called  Yirginins,    180 
Agayns  the  lawa,  agayn  al  eqnitee, 
Holdeth,  expres  agayn  the  wil  of  me, 
My  soryant,  which  that  is  my  thral  by 

right. 
Which  f^  myn  hons  was  stole  np-on 

anight, 
Whyl  that  she  was  fdl  yong ;  this  wol 

Ipreve  185 

By  witneese,  lord,  so  that  it  nat  yow  greve. 
She  nis  his  dogfater  nat,  what  so  he  seye ; 
Wherforetoyow,  my  lord  the  jnge,  Ipreye, 
Teld  me  my  thxal,  if  that  it  be  yonr  wille.* 
Lo!  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  bille. 
Yirginins  gan  np-on  the  cherl  biholde, 
Bnt  hastUy,  er  he  his  tale  tolde,  19a 

And  w<dde  have  proved  it,  as  sholde 

a  knight. 
And  eek  by, witnessing  of  many  a  wight, 
That  it  was  fals  that  seyde  his  ady^rsarie, 
This  cnrsed  jnge  wdde  no-thing  tarie,  196 
|?e  here  a  word  more  of  Yirginins, 
Bnt  yaf  his  jngement,  and  seyde  thns  r-^ 

*  I  deme  anon  this  cherl  his  servant  have ; 
Thon  Shalt  nq  longer  in  thyn  hons  hir 

save.  aoo 

Go  Ining  hir  forth,  and  pot  hir  in  onr 

warde, 
^e  cherl  shal  have  his  thral,  this  I 

awards.' 
And  whan  this  worthy  knight  Yirginins, 
Thnrgh  sentence  of  this  jnstice  Apins, 
Moste  by  force  his  dere  doghter  yiven  905 
Un-to  the  jnge,  in  lechexye  to  liven, 
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He  gooth  him  hoom,  and  setie  him  in  his 


^  ,,„  ^  And  leet  anon  his  dere  doghtar  calle, 
And,  -with  a  fkoe  deed  as  asdien  eolde, 
Upon  hir  hnmble  fkoe  he  gan  Mholde,  aio 
With&drespiteestikingthiiTgh  hisheite, 
Al  wolde  he  fkom  his  purpos  nat  eon^^Ate.' 
*  Doghter/  qnod  he,  *  Virginia,  by  thy 


Ther  been  two  weyes,  oQther  deeth  or 


That  thoa  most  soffire ;  alias !  that  I  was 
bore !  215 

For  neyer  thon  deservedest  wherfore 
To  dyen  with  a  swerd  or  with  a  kny£ 
O  dere  doghter,  ender  of  my  lyf^ 
Which  I  have  fbstred   up  with  swioh 

plesaxmoe, 
That  thon  were  never  out  of  my  remem- 
brannce!  aao 

O  doghter,  which  that  art  my  lasts  wo. 
And  in  my  lyf  my  lasts  joye  also, 
O  gemme  of  chastitee,  in  paoienoe 
Take  thon  thy  deeth,  for  this  is  my  sen- 
tence. 
For  love  and  nat  for  hate,  thon  most  be 
deed ;     (*<*  935 

Hy  pitOQS  hand  mot  smyten  of  thyn  heed. 
Alias  t  that  ever  Apios  thee  say  I 
Thus  hath  he  folsly  jnged  thee  to-day ' — 
And  tolde  hir  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore  sap 
Han  herd;  nat  nedeth  for  to  telle  it  more. 
*  O  mercy,  dere  fader,'  quod  this  mayde, 
And  with  that  word  she  both  hir  armes 

layde 
About  his  nekke,  as  she  was  wont  to  do : 
The  teres  broste  ont  of  hir  eyen  two. 
And  seyde,  *  gode  ftMler,  shal  I  dye  ?     935 
Is  ther  no  grace?  is  ther  no  remedye ?' 
'  No,  certes,  dere  doghter  myn,'  qnod  he. 
*Thanne  yif  me  leyser,  &der  myn,'  qnod 
she, 
*  My  deeth  for  to  compleyne  a  litel  space ; 
[la^  /  (For  pardee,^fiStfiyaf  his  doghter  grace  240 
ut'r:  ^luM^^  ^  compleyne,  er  he  hir  slow,  aUas  I 
And  god  it  woot,  no-thing  was  hir  trespas. 
Bat  for  she  ran  hir  &der  iirst  to  see, 
To  welcome  him  with  greet  solempiiitee.' 
And  with  that  word  she  ill  aswowne  anon, 
Andafter,  whan  hir  swowning  is  agon,  246 


She  ryseth  np,  and  to  hir  fader  sayde, 
*  Blessed  be  god,  that  I  shal  dye  amayde. 
Yif  me  my  deeth,  er  that  I  haveashame ; 
Both  with  yonr  child  your  wil,  a  goddes 

name ! '  250 

And  with  that  word  she  prayed  him  tal 

ofte, 
That  with  his  swerd  he  wolde  smytesofte. 
And  with  that  word  aswowne  doon  she  fil. 
Hirfkder,  with  ftd  sorweftd  herteand  wil, 
Hir  heed  of  smoot,  and  by  the  top  it 

hente,  ^^255  \V . 

And  to  the  jnge  he  gan  it  to  presente, 
As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consistorie. 
And  whan  the  jnge  it  sangh,  as  seith  the 

storie. 
He  bad  to  take  him  and  anhange  him 

ikste.  159 

Bntrightanonathoosandpepleinthraste, 
To  save  the  knight,  for  rovthe  and  for 

pitee. 
For  knowen  was  the  false  iniqoitee. 
The  peple  anon  hath  suspect  of  this  thing. 
By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalanging. 
That  it  was  by  th'assent  of  Apins ;       a^ 
They  wisten  wel  that  he  was  lecheroos. 
For  which  nn-to  this  Apins  they  gon. 
And  oaste  him  in  a  prison  right  anon, 
Wher-as  he  slow  him-self ;  and  Claodins, 
That  servant  was  nn-to  this  Apins,      270 
Was  demed  for  to  hange  npon  a  tree ; 
But  that  Virginins,  of  his  pitee, 
So  pre3^  for  him  that  he  was  ezyled ; 
And  elles,  certes,  he  had  been  Ingyled. 
The  remenant  were  anhanged,  more  and 

lei»i  ^75 

That  were  consentant  of  this   onrsed- 

nesse. — 
Heer  men  may  seen  howsinne  hath  his 

meryte! 
Beth  war,  for  no  man  woot  whom  god 

wdsmyte 
In  no  degree,  ne  in  which  maner  '^TT^e^i^ . 
The  worm  of  conscience  may  agcjrse^  jfio^   ' 
Of  wikked  lyf;  thongh  it  so  pz^aebe. 
That  no  man  woot  ther-of  but  god  and  he. 
For  be  he  lowed  man,  or  elles  lered, 
Henoot  howsone  that  he  shal  been  afered. 
Therfore  I  rede  yow  this  conseil  take,  985 
Forsaketh  sinne,  er  sinne  yow  forsake. 


Here  endeth  the  Phlaidims  Tale, 
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Cub   Hotte   gaa  to  twero  m   he  were 

wood, 
*HaRow!'  quod  ho,  *hy  naylM  and  hy 

blood  t 
This  was  A  fills  eheil  and  » iklf  jnttjn ! 
As  shamftil  deeth  as  heite  mi^  dovyse  490 
Come  to  thise  JQges  and  hir  advooats ! 
Algate  this  se^  majde  is  slsiyn,  alias  t 
Alias!  todsreboghtesheheaateet 
Wherfore  I  seye  al  daj,  as  men  may  see, 
That  yiftes  of  fortone  or  of  natnra       295 
Ben  cause  of  deeth  to  many  a  cxeatnre.  (10) 
Hir  beaatee  was  hir  deeth,  I  dar  wel  ssyn ; 
Alias !  so  pitonsly  as  she  was  slayn  I 
Of  bothe  yiftes  that  I  speke  of  now 
Men  han  fnl  ofte  more  harm  than  prow. 
But  trewely,  myn  owene  mayster  dare,  301 
This  is  a  pitoos  tale  for  to  here. 
But  natheles,  passe  over,  is  no  fors ; 
I  pray  to  god,  so  save  thy  gentil  oors,  904 
And  eek  thyne  nzlnals  and  thy  jordanes, 
Thyn  Ypocras,  and  eek  thy  Galianes,  (jo) 
And  evexy  hoist  fid  of  thy  letnarie ; 
€k>d  blease  hem,  and  oar  lady  seinte 

Hariel 
So  mot  I  theen,  thoa  art  a  propre  man. 
And  lyk  a  prelat,  by  saint  Booyan !    310 


Seyde  I  nat  wel?    I  can  nat  speke  in 

terme; 
B«t  wel  I  woot,  thoa  doost  my  herte  to 

erme, 
That  I  almost  have  oang ht  a  cardiaftle, 
By  oorpos  bones !  bat  I  have  triaole,    314 
C^elles  a  draoght  of  moyste  and  oomy  ale. 
Or  bat  I  here  anon  a  mexy  tale,  (30) 

Ifyn  herte  is  lost  for  pitee  of  this  mayde. 
Thoa  bel  amy,  thoa  Pardofie^'  he  seyde, 
*  Tel  OS  som  mirthe  or  japes  right  anon.* 
*It  shall  be  doon,*  qaod  he,  *by  seint 

Bonyon  I  3J0 

Bat  first,'  qaod  he,  *heer  at  this  ale- 


I  wolboihdrinke,andetenofaoake.'  <• 
Bat  ri^t  anon  Uiise  gentils  gonne  to 
ciye, 

*  Nay !  lat  him  telle  as  of  no  ribaodye ; 
Tel  OS  som  moral  thing,  that  we  may 

lore  395 

Som   wit,  and   thanne  wol  we  gladly 

here.'  (40) 

*  I  graonte,  y-wis,*  qaod  he,  *  bat  I  mot  , 

thinke 
Up-on  som  honest  thing,  whyl  that  I 
drinke.' 


T5 
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THE    PROLOGUE    OF    THE 
PARDONERS   TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prolose  of  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


itodto  maiorum  eat  CupidUat 

^LosDiHos,'  quod  he,  *  in  ohirohes  -whan  I 

preohe, 
I  peyne  me  to  han  an  hanteyn  speche,  330 
And  ringeit  oat  as  round  as  gooih  a  belle, 
For  I  can  al  by  rote  that  I  telle. 
My  theme  is  aJwey  oon,  and  ever  was — 
*'  Radix  malorum  eti  Cupiditaa.** 

First  I  pxononnce  whennes  that  I  come, 
And  than  my  bailee  shewe  I,  aUe  and 

somme.  336 

Oar  lige  lordes  seel  on  my  patente, 
That  shewe  I  first,  my  body  to  warente,  (10) 
That  no  man  be  so  bold,  ne  preest  ne  clerk, 
Ketodestoarbeof  Cristeeholywerk;  340 
And  after  that  than  telle  I  forth  my  tales, 
Ball6S  of  popes  and  of  cardinales, 
Of  patriarkes,  and  bishoppes  I  shewe ; 
And  in  3jatyn  I  speke  a  wordes  fewe. 
To  safi&on  with  my  predioaoioan,         345 
And  for  to  stirs  men  to  devo<»onn.      (18) 
Than  shewe  I  forth  mylongecristal  stones, 
Y-orammed  fal  of  dootes  and  of  bones ; 
Beliks  been  they,  as  wenen  they  echoon. 
Than  have  I  in  latoon  a  sh^errbooi^  350 
Which  that  was  of  an  holy  Jewes  shepe, 
**  Good  men,"  seye  I,  "  tak  of  my  wordes 

kepe; 
If  that  this  boon  be  wasshe  in  any  welle. 
If  cow,  or  calf,  or  sheep,  or  oze  swelle 
That  any  -worm  hath  ete,  or  worm  y- 

«tongo»  355 

Tak  -water  of  that  welle,  and  -wash  his 

tonge, 
And  it  is  hool  anon ;  and  forthermore. 
Of  pokkes  and  of  soabbe,  and  every8ore(3o) 


2%<inotikettm, 


Ad 


Shal  every  sheep  be  hool,  that  of  this  -welle 
Drinketh  a  draoghte ;  tak  kepe  eek  what 

I  telle.  360 

If  that  the  good-man,  that  thebestes  oweth, 
Wd  e-very  wike,  er  that  the  cok  him 

croweth, 
Fastinge,  drinken  of  this  -welle  a  draoghte, 
As  thilke  holy  Je-we  oar  eldres  taaghte, 
His  bestes  and  his  stoor  shal  moltiplye.  365 
And,  sirs,  also  it  heleth  jalouaye ; 
For,  thoagh  a  man  be  fiUle  in  jaloos  rage, 
Let  maken  -with  this  -water  his  potage,  (40) 
And  never  shal  he  more  his  -wyf  mistriste, 
Thoagh  he  the  sooth  of  hir  defietate  -wiste ; 
Al  had  she  taken  preestes  two  or  three.  371 
Heer  is  a  ig^itfiXIL^ek,  that  ye  may  see. 
He  that  his  bond  wol  patte  in  this  miteyn, 
He  shal  have  multiplying  of  his  greyn. 
Whan  he  hath  sowen,  be  it  whete  or  otes, 
So  that  he  offre  i>ens,  or  elles  grotes.    376 
Qood  men  and  wommen,  o  thing  -wame 

lyow. 
If  any  -wight  be  In  this  ohircho  now,  (50)  ' 
That  hath  doon  sinne  horrible,  that  he 
Dar  nat,  for  shame,  of  it  y-shriven  be,  380 
Or  any  -womman,  be  she  yong  or  old. 
That  hath  y-maad  hir  hoasbond  ookewold, 
Swich  folk  shal  have  no  power  ne  no  grace 
To  ofE^ren  to  my  reliks  in  this  place. 
And  who-so  findeth  him  oat  of  swich 

blame,  385 

He  wol  com  ap  and  o£E^  in  goddes  name. 
And  I  assoille  him  by  the  aactoritee 
Which  that  by  bolle  y-graonted  -was  to 

me."  (60) 
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By  thif  gande  have  I  'woxme,  yeer  by 
yeer, 
An  hundred  mark  sith  I  was  Pardoner. 
I  stonde  lyk  a  clerk  in  my  pnlpet,        391 
And  whan  the  lowed  ];>eple  is  doxm  y-flet, 
I  preohe,  so  as  ye  han  herd  bifore, 
And  telle  an  hundred  false  japes'  more. 
Than  -peyne  I  me  to  strecche  forth  the 
nekke,  395 

And  est  and  west  upon  the  peple  I  bekke, 
As  doth  a  dowve  sitting  on  a  heme.     (69) 
Hyn  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yeme, 
That  it  is  joye  to  see  my  bisinesse. 
«  Of  avaryeeand<^swiohoaTsednesse  400 
I  Is  al  my  i>reohlng,  for  to  malce  hem  free 
'  To  yeve  her  pens,  and  namely  nn-to  me. 
t  For  my  entente  is  nat  bat  for  to  winne, 
I  And  no-thing  for  confeocionn  of  sinne.  404 
I  rekke  never,  whan  that  they  ben  beried, 
Thoogfa  thai  her  sonles  goon  a-blake- 

beried! 
For  certes,  many  a  predloaoiotin 
Comth  ofte  tyme  ot  yrel  entendonn  ;  (80) 
80m  for  plesannoe  of  folk  and  flaten^ 
To  been  avannoed  by  ipoori^ye,  410 

And  Bom  forreyne  glorie,  and  som  for  hate. 
For,  whan  I  dar  non  other  weyes  debate, 
Than  wol  I  stinge  him  with  my  tonge 

smerte 
In  preching,  so  that  he  shal  nat  asterte 
TobeendefiunediSEaaly,  ifthathe        415 
Hath  trespased  to  my  brethren  or  to  me. 
For,  thongh  I  telle  nof^t  his  'propn  name, 
Hen  shal  wel  knowethat  it  is  thesame  (90) 
By  signes  and  by  others  oironmstances. 
Thus  qnyte  I  folk  that  doon  ns   dis- 
plesances;  4^0 

Thus  spitte  I  out  my  venim  nnder  hewe 
Of  holyneese,  to  seme  holy  and  trewe. 

Bnt  shortly  myn  entente  I  wol  devyse ; 
I  preche  of  no-thing  bnt  for  ooveityse. 
Thezfor  my  theme  is  yet,  and  ever 


**  Badix  mdlarum  ett  cupidiioM,"  426 

Thus  can  I  preche  agayn  that  same  vyoe 
Which  that  I  nse,  and  that  is  aTaryoe.  (100) 
Bat,  thoagh  my-self  be  gilty  in  that  sinne, 
Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twinne  430  ^^.  '> 
From  avaryce,  and  sore  to  repente. 
Bat  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente. 
I  preche  no-thing  but  for  ooveityse  *, 
Of  this  matere  it  ooghte  y-nogh  sofi^rse. 
Than  telle  I  hem  «Dsamples  many  oon 
Of  olde  stories,  longe  tyme  agoon  :       436 
For  lowed  peple  loven  tales  olde ; 
Swioh  thinges  can  they  wel  roporte  and 
holde.  (110) 

What?  trowe  ye,  the  whyles  I  may  preche, 
And  winne  g61d  and  sQver  for  I  teche,  440 
That  I  wol  live  in  povert  wilftilly  ? 
Nay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  never  trowely ! 
For  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry 

londes; 
I  wol  not  do  no  laboar  with  myn  hondes, 
No  make  baskettes,  and  live  therby,    445 
Becaose  I  wol  nat  beggen  yd^y. 
M  wol  non  of  the  apostles  ooonterfete ; 
I  wol  have  money,  woUe,  chese,  and  whete, 
\  Al  were  it  yeven  of  the  povrest  page,  (lai) 
'Orofthepovrestwidwein  AviUage,   450 
Al  slMdde  hir  children  sterve  for  foxnyne. 
[Nay  I  I  woldrinkeliconrofthe  vyne, 
JAnd  have  a  joly  wenche  in  every  toon. 
Bat  herkneth,  lordings,  in  conohisioan ; 
Toar  lyking  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale.  455 
*  Now,  have  I  dronke  a  draaghte  of  corny 

ale, 
By  god,  I  hope  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thing 
That  shal,  by  resoan,  been  at  yoxu  lyking. 
For,  though    myself   be   a   iol  vidoas 


A  moral  tale  yet  I  yow  telle  can,  (13a)  4^ 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche,  for  to  winne. 
Now  holde   your  pees,  my  tale  I  wol 
beginne.' 
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THE   PARDONERS  TALE. 


Here  Ugiiiiiefh  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


Iv  Flaimdies  whylom  -was  a  oompanye 
Of  yonge  folk,  that  liaimtedeii  folya, 
As  ryot,  hasard,  stewes,  and  tayemes,  46s 
Wher-aB,  with  harpes,  lutes,  and  gitemes, 
They  daonce  and  jdeye  at  dees  bothe  day 

and  night,  (139) 

And  ete  also  and  drinken  over  hir  might, 
Thuxgh  whioh  th^  doon  the  devel  saori- 

fyse 
With-in  that  develes  temple,  in  eoraed 

wyse,  470 

By  saperfloitee  abhominahle ; 
Hir  othes  been  sogrete  and  so  dampmaWe, 
That  it  is  grisly  £c>r  tohere  hem  swere ; 
Our  blissed  lordes  body  they  to-tere ; 
Hem  thonghte  Jewes  rente  him  noght 

y-nongh;  475 

And  ech  of  hem  at  otheros  sinne  lough. 
And  right  anon  than  oomen  tombesteres 
Petys   and  smale,  and  yonge  frnytes- 

teres,  (150) 

Singers  with  harpes,  bandes,  wafereres, 
Whiohe  been  the  verray  develes  offioeres 
To  kindle  and  blowe  the  fyr  of  leoherye, 
That  is  annexed  nn-to  glotonye ;  48a 

The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witnesse, 
^^lat  Inxnrie  is  in  wyn  and  dronkenesBOi 
I      Lo,  how  that  dronken  Iioth.  nnkindely, 
Isy  by  his  doghtres  two,  onwitingly ;  486 
So  dronke  he  was,  he   niste  what  he 

wroghte.  (159) 

Herodes^  (who-eo  wel  the  stories  soghte). 
Whan  he  of  wyn  was  replet  at  his  feste, 
Bight  at  his  owene  table  he  yaf  his  heste 
To  sleen  the  Baptist  John  ftilgiltelees.  491 
Senek  seith  eek  a  good  word  doatelees; 
He  seith,  he  can  no  difference  finde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  oat  of  his  minde 


Andamanwhidhthatisdronkelswe,  495 
Bat  that  woodnesse,  y-fiJlen  in  a  shrewe, 
Perseverethlengerthan  dothdronkenesse. 
O  glotonye,  fhl  of  onrsednesse,  (170} 

O  cause  first  of  our  oonfosioun, 
O  original  of  our  dampnaoioun,  500 

Til  Crist  had  boght  us  with  his  blood 

agaynl 
Lo,  how  dere,  shortly  for  to  sayn, 
Aboght  was  thilke  cursed  Tileinye ; 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye  E 

Adam  our  fkder,  and  his  wyf  also,    505 
Fro  Faradys  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were  driven  for  that  "vyoe,  it  is  no  drede ; 
For  whyl  that  Adam  fasted^as  Irede,  (180) 
He  was  in  Paradys ;  and  whan  that  he 
Eat  of  the  fcnyt  defend^  on  the  tree,  510 
Anon  he  was  out-cast  to  wo  and  p^yne. 
O  s^otonye,  on  thee  wel  oghte  us  pleynet 
O,  wiste  a  man  how  many  malady  es 
Fdwen  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes, 
He  wolde  been  the  more  mesurable      $1$ 
Of  his  dJ(ete,  sittinge  at  his  table. 
Alias!   the   shorte   throte,   the   tendre 

mouth, 
Maketh  that,  Est  and  West,  and  North 

and  South,  (190) 

In  erthe,  in  eir,  in  water  nken  to-swinke 
To  gets  a  glotoun   deyntee  mete  and 

drinke!  520 

Of  this  matere,  o  Paul,  wel  canstow  trete, 
*'  Mete  un-to  vrombe,  and  wombe  eek  un-to 

mete, 
Shal  god  destroyen  bothe,' as  Paulus  seith. 
Alias  I  a  foul  thing  is  it,  by  my  faith,  524 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dede, 
Whan  man  so  drinketh  of  the  whyte  and 

rede. 
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Th»t  of  his  thxote  he  maketh  his  privee, 
Thnrgh  thilke  onrsed  superfloitee.     (mo) 

The  apostel  weping  seith  fdl  pitooslj, 
'  Ther  walken  mrnny  of  whiohe  jow  told 

have  I,  590 

I  BsyB  it  now  weping  with  pitous  voys, 
[That]  they  been  enemys  of  Cristes  ozoys, 
Of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  wombe  if 

her  god.' 
O  wombe !  0  bely !  O  stinking  cod, 
Fnlflldofdongeandof  oonxipoio«mI  535 
At  either  ende  of  thee  ibnl  is  the  soon. 
How  greet  labour  and  cost  is  thee  to 

flndel 
Thise  cokes,  how  th^y  stampe,  and  streyne, 

and  grinde,  {210) 

And  tnmen  sabstaonoe  in-to  accident, 
To  fdlfille  al  thy  likerons  talent !         540 
Ont  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they 
The  mary,  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 
That  may  go  thnrgh  the  golet  softs  aoid 

swote; 
Of  spicerye,  of  leaf,  and  bark,  and  rote 
Shal  been  his  saaoe  y-maked  hy  delyt,  545 
To  make  lum  yet  a  newer  appetyt. 
Bat  certes,  he  that  haonteth  swiohdelyoes 
Is  deed,  whyl  that  he  liveth  in  tho  Tyces. 
A  lecherons  thing  is  wyn,  and  dronka* 

nesse  (aax)  549 

I3  fhl  of  stxyring  and  of  wrecchednesssk 
O  dronke  man,  disfigared  is  thy  £EU)e, 
Sour  is  thy  breeth,  fool  artow  to  emhraoe, 
And  thnrgh  thy  dronke  nose  semeth  the 

soon 
As  thoogh  thoa  ssydest  ay  ^Sampsoon, 

Sampsoon'; 
And  yet,  god  wot,  Sampsonn  drank  neyer 

no  wyn.  555 

Thoa  frailest,  as  it  were  a  stiked  swyn ; 
Thy  tonge  is  lost,  and  al  thyn  honest  onre ; 
For  dronkenesse  is  Temy  sepoltnre  (330) 
Of  mannes  wifeandhisdisoreoioon.  559 
In  whom  that  drinke  hath  dominacioon, 
He  can  no  conseil  kepe,  it  is  no  dxede. 
Kow  kepe  yow  fico  the  whyte  and  firo  the 

rede, 
And  namely  fro  the  whjrte  wyn  of  Lepe, 
That  is  toseUeinFish-strete  or  in  Ghepft 
This  wyn  of  Spayne  crepeth  sabtiUy    gSg 
In  othere  wynes,  growing  &8te  by. 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  fnmoeitee, . 


That  whan  a  man  hathdronken  dzaaghtes 
three,  (240) 

And  weneth  that  he  be  at  hoom  in 
Chqpe, 

He  is  in  Spayne,  right  at  the  tonne  of 

I«pei  570 

Nat  at  the  Boohel,  ne  at  Bnrdenz  toon ; 
And  thanne  wol  he  seye,   *  Sampsonn, 

flampsowTi.* 
Bnt  herkneth,  lordings,  o  word,  I  yow 

preye. 
That  aUe  the  soverqyn  aotes,  dar  I  seye. 
Of  victories  in  th'dde  testament,         575 
Thnigh  yenay  god,  that  ia  omnipotent, 
Were  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preyere ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye  may  it 

l«re.  (350) 

Loke,  Attila,  the  grete  conqneronr, 
Deyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and  dis- 
honour, 580 
Bledinge  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse ; 
A  capitayn  shonlde  live  in  sobrenease. 
And  over  al  this,  avyseth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  eomannded  nn-to  IVmiifll— 
Kat  Samuel,  bat  Lamnel,  seye  I —       585 
9edeth  the  Bible,  and  flnde  it  expresly 
Of  wyn-yeving  to  hem  that  han  jastyse. 
Na-more  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  mLBya^  {260) 
And  now  that  X  have  spoke  of  glotonye, 
Kow  wol  1 3row  defenden  hasardzxe.    590 
Hasard  is  verray  moder  of  lesinges, 
And  of  deoeite,  and  cursed  forsweringes, 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslanghtre,  and 

wast  also 
Of  oatel  and  of  tyme ;  and  fbrthermo. 
It  is  reprove  and  oontrarie  of  honoar  595 
Vcat  to  ben  holde  a  commone  hasardonr. 
And  ever  the  hy§r  he  is  of  estaat, 
The  ttore  is  he  holden  desolaat.         (270) 
If  thai  a  prince  nseth  hasardiye. 
In  alle  govemannee  and  polioye  600 

He  is,  as  l^  oommnne  opinionn, 
Y-holde  the  lasse  in  repatacioon. 

StiUKmj  that  was  a  wys  embaasadonr, 
Was  sent  toCorinthe,  in  fdl  greet  hononr, 
Fro  Laddomie,  to  make  hir  alliaunoe.  605 
And  whan  he  cam,  him  happede,  par 

chaonoe. 
That  alle  the  grettest  that  were  of  that 

lend, 
Fleyinge  atte  hasard  he  hem  £ond.     (380) 
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Tor  which,  as  aone  ts  it  migfaid  be,     609 
He  skol  him  hoom  agayn  to  his  oontxee, 
And  seyde,  *iher  wol  I  nat  lese  xnyname; 
N*  I  wol  nat  taJke  on  me  so  greet  deflune, 
Yow  for  to  allye  un-to  none  hasardonrs. 
Bendeth  othere  wyse  emhaasadonrs ;    614 
For,  by  my  troathe,  me  were  lerer  dye. 
Than  I  yow  sholde  to  hasardomv  allye. 
For  ye  that  been  so  glorious  in  honoors 
Shid  nat  allyen  yow  witli  hasardonrs  (990) 
As  by  my  wil,  ne  as  by  my  tretee.* 
This  wyse  philosophre  thns  seyde  he.  6«o 

Loke  eek  that,  to  the  king  DemetritUi 
The  king  of  Farthes,  as  the  book  seitii  ns, 
Sente  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  gold  in  scorn, 
For  he  hadde  nsed  hasard  ther-bifom ; 
For  which  he  heeld  his  gloria  or  his 

renoon  635 

At  no  valne  or  repvttaoioiuL 
Lordes  may  finden  other  maner  pl^ 
Honeste  y-nough  to  dryre  the  day  awey. 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  othes  iUse  and 

grete  (301) 

A  word  or  two,  as  olde  bokes  tretSt      6$o 
Qret  swOTJng  is  a  thing  aUiominaible, 
And  taise  swering  is  yet  more  reprevaUei 
The  helghe  god  forbad  swering  at  al, 
Witnesse  on  ICathew ;  bat  in  special 
Ofswsring  seith  the  holy  Jeremye,      635 
^Thon  Shalt  aeys  sooth  thyn  othes,  and 

nat  lye, 
And  swere  in  dome,  and  eek  in  rightwis- 


Bnt  ydel  swering  is  a  cnrsednesse.     (310) 
BiluM  and  see,  that  in  the  firste  taUe 
Of  helghe  goddes  hestes  honnzable,     640 
How  that  the  seoonde  hesteof  him  is  this^- 
*Tak  nat  my  name  in  ydel  or  amis.' 
Lo,  rather  he  forbedeth  swich  swering 
Than  homicyde  or  many  a  onrsed  thing ; 
I  s^ye  that,  as  by  oidrs,  thns  it  stondeth ; 
This   knowen,   that  his   hestes  nnder- 

stondeth,  646 

How  that  the  seoond   hsste  of  god  is 

thai 
And  forther  orer,  I  wol  thee  telle  al  plat^ 
That  vengeance  shal  nat  parten  from  his 

hons,  (3ai) 

Thatofhisothesistoontrageons.        690 
*By  goddes  procions  herte,  and  by  his 

naylss, 


And  by  the  Uode  of  Grist,  that  it  is  in 

Hayles, 
Seren  is  my  channce,  and  thyn  is  oink 

and  treye; 
By  goddes  armes,  if  thou  f alsly  pleye, 
This  dagger  shal  thnrgh-oat  thyn  herte 

go*—  6s5 

Thisfrnyt  cometh  of  the  bioohed  bones  two, 
Foxswering,  ire,  fiJsnesse,  homicyde.  (339) 
Now,  for  the  lore  of  Crist  that  for  ns  dyde, 
Leveth  your  othes,  bothe  grete  and  smale ; 
Bat,  sirs,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale.  660  ] 

Thisx  yyotoares  three,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Longe  eist  er  pryme  rong  of  any  beUe, 
Were  set  hem  in  a  taveme  for  to  drinke ; 
And  as  they  satte,  they  herde  a  belle  dinke 
Bifom  a  oors,  was  caried  to  his  grave ;  66$ 
That  oon  of  hem  gan  callen  to  his  knave, 

*  Go  bet,*  qnod  he,  •  and  axe  redily,  (339) 
What  oors  is  this  that  passeth  heer  forby ; 
And  look  that  thoa  reporte  his  name  wcJ.' 

*Sir,'  qaod  this  boy,  *it  nedeth  never- 

ardeL  670 

It  was  me  told,  er  ye  cam  heer,  two  hoores ; 
He  was,  pardee,  an  old  felawe  of  yonres ; 
And  sodeyniy  he  was  y-slayn  to-night, 
For-dronket  ai  he  sat  on  his  bench  np- 

ris^t; 
Ther  cam  a  privde  theef,  men  clepeth 

Deeth,  675 

That  in  this  contree  al  the  peple  sleeth, 
And  with  his  spere  he  smoot  his  herte 

it-twd,  (349) 

And  wente  bis  wey  with-ooten  wordes  ma 
He  hath  a  thonsand  slayn  this  pestilence : 
And,  maistor,  er  ye  come  in  his  presence. 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  neoessarie  68z 
For  to  be  war  of  swich  an  adversarie : 
Beth  redy  for  to  mete  him  evermore. 
Thns  tangfate  me  my  dame,  I  sey  na^more.' 

*  By  seinte  ICarie,'  s^e  this  tavemer,  685 
*Tlie  child  seith  sooth,  for  he  hath  slayn 

thisyeer, 
HenxM  over  amyle,  with-in  a  greet  village, 
Both  man  and  wonmian,  child  and  hyne, 

and  page.  (36(1) 

I  trowe  his  habitacioon  be  there ; 
To  been  avysed  greet  wisdom  it  were,  690 
Er  that  he  dide  a  man  a  dishonoar.* 

*  Ye,  goddes  aimes,'  qnod  this  x^otoar, 
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*  Is  it  twioh  peril  with  him  for  to  mete? 
I  shal  him  seke  by  wey  and  eek  by  strete, 
I  make  aTow  to  ^oddee  dig&e  bonesi  695 
Herkneth,  felawes,  we  three  been  al  ones ; 
Lat  eoh  of  ns  holde  up  his  hond  til  other, 
AndeohofiisbioomenothereBbrother,(37o) 
Andwewolsleen  this  false  traytonrDeeth ; 
He  shal  be  slayn,  which  that  so  many 

sleeth,  700 

By  goddM  dignitee,  er  it  be  night' 
Togidres  han  thise  three  her  trouthee 

plight, 
To  live  and  dyen  eeh  of  hem  for  other, 
As  though  he  were  his  owene  y-b<Hren 

brother. 
And  np  they  sterte  al  drcridken,  in  this 

rage,  705 

And  forth  they  goon  towardes  that  -village, 
Of  which  the  tavemer  had  spoke  bifom. 
And  many  a  grisly  00th  than  han  they 

sworn,  (380) 

And  Cristes  blessed  body  they  to-rente — 
'  I>eeth  ishal  be  deed,  if  that  th^  may  him 

hente.'  710 

Whan  they  han  goon  nat  fblly  tialf  a 

myle, 
Bight  as  they  wolde  han  troden  over  a 

■tyl^ 

^ty  niH  m^n  ».nA  a  povre  ^vith  hem  mette^ 
This  dde  man  Ail  mekely  hem  grette. 
And  BBydB  thos,  *noW|  lordes,  god  yow 
see!'  715 

The  prondest  of  this6  iyotonrei  three 
Answerde  agayn,  ^what?  carl)  with  sory 

grace,  (389) 

Why  artow  al  fttrwiApfied  save  thy  &ce? 
Why  livestow  so  longe  in  so  greet  age  ? ' 

This  dlde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage,  7«> 
And  seyde  thus,  *  for  I  ne  can  nat  finde 
A  man,  tfaoogh  that  I  walked  in-io  Inde, 
Neither  in  citee  nor  in  no  -village, 
That  wolde  channge  his  yoitthe  for  myn 

•g«; 

And  therfore  moot  I  han  myn  age  stille. 
As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wille.       7 j6 
Ne  deeth,  alias !  newolnathanmylyf; 
Thus  walke  I,  lyk  a  restelees  caityf,  (400) 

\  And  on  the  groand,  which  is  my  modres 

!        gats, 

f  Iknokke  with  my  stof,  bothe  erly  and  late, 

J  Ands^e,  ^leremoder,  leetmein!     731 


Lo,  how  I  vanish,  fledi,  and  blood,  and 

skin! 
Alias!  whan  shnl  my  bones  been  at  reste? 
ICoder,  with  yow  wolde  I  ohannge  my 

cheetei  734 

^^t  in  my  ohambre  longe  tyme  hath  be, 
Ye !  for  an  h«yre  dont  to  -wrappe  me ! " 
But  )ret  to  me  dM  wol  nat  do  that  grace, 
For  which  Ail  pale  and  welked  is  my  face. 
But,  sirs,  to  yow  it  is  no  cnrtei^e  (41 1) 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileinye,        740 
Bnt  he  trespasse  in  words,  or  eUes  in  dede. 
In  hdty  writ  jre  may  yourself  wel  rede, 
"  Agayns  an  old  man,  hoor  upon  his  heed, 
Ye  sholda  azyse;"  wherfor  I  yeve  yow 

reed^ 
Ke  dooth  nn-to  an  old  man  noon  harm 

now,  745 

Ka^move  than  j%  -wolde  men  dide  to  yow 
In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde  ; 
And  god  be  with  yow,  wher  ye  go  or  ryde. 
I  moot  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go.'       (421) 

*  Nay,  olde  oherl,  by  god,  thou  shaH  nat 

•o,'  750 

Seyde  this  ottier  hasardonr  anon ; 
*  Thoa  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  seint  John ! 
Thoa  spak  right  now  of  thilke  txaitonr 

De•a^ 
'tha,t  in  this  oontree   alle   oar  firendes 

slseth. 
Have  heer  my  tronthe,  as  thou  art  his 

««py»*  755 

Tei  wher  he  i^  or  thon  shalt  it  alyye, 
By  god,  and  by  the  holy  sacrament  I 
For  soothly  then  art  oon  of  his  assent,  (430) 
To  sleen  ns  yonge  folk,  thon  fiUse  theef ! ' 

*  Now,  sirs,'  quod  he,  *if  that  yow  be  so 

leef  760 

To  flnde  Deeth,  tome  np  this  oroked 

wey, 
For  in  that  grove  I  laite  him,  by  my  fey. 
Under  a  tree,  and  ther  he  wol  al^de  ; 
Hat  for  your  boost  he  wol  him  no-thing 

hyde^ 
See  ye  that  ookf  right  ther  ye  shnl  him 

finde.  765 

God  save  yow,  that  boghte  agayn  manr 

kinde. 
And  yow  amende ! '-— thns  seyde  thla  olde 

man. 
And  everich  of  thise  zyotonres  ran,   (440) 
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Til  he  o»in  to  that  tree,  and  ther  they 

fonnde 
Of  fl<nixi8  fyne  of  golde  y-ooyned  ronnde 
Wei  By  an   eighte   baashels,    at  hem 

thooghte.  771 

Nolengerthaxme  after  Deeth  they  songhte, 
Bat  echof  hem  00  glad  was  of  that  tighte, 
Eor  that  the  florina  been  so  &ire  and 

hrighte, 
That  doon  tiiey  iette  hem  by  this  precious 

hord.  775 

ThewoTste  of  hem  he  spake  the  flrste  word. 

*  Brethren,*  quod  he,  *tak  kepe  what  I 

seye; 
Hy  wit  is  greet,  thoogh  that  I  bourde  and 

pleye.  (450) 

This  tnsor  hath  fortone  nn-to  ns  yiven, 
In  mirthe  and  jolitee  onr  lyf  to  liven,  jSo 
And  lightly  as  it  oomth,  so  wol  we  spende. 
£yt  goddeepreoknisdignitee!  whowende 
To-day,  that  we  sholde  han  so  fair  a  graoe? 
Bnt  mighte  this  gold  be  oaried  tto  this 

plaoe  784 

Hoom  to  myn  hons,  or  ellesnn-to  yoiunes — 
For  wel  ye  woot  that  al  ttdB  gold  is  onres — 
Than  were  we  in  heigh  fialioitee. 
Bnt  trewely,  by  daye  it  may  nat  be ;  (460) 
Men  wolde  seyn  that  we  were  theves 

stronge,  7*^ 

And  for  onr  owene  tresor  doon  lis  henge. 
This  tresor  moste  y-caried  be  by  ni^te 
As  wysly  and  as  slyly  as  it  mighte. 
Wherfbre  I  rede  that  out  among  ns  alls 
Be  drawe,  and  lat  see  wher  the  ont  wdl 


And  he  that  hath  the  eat  with  herteblythe 
Shal  lenna  to  the  toane,  and  that  ftd 

swythe,  796 

And  bringe  as  breed  and  wyn  ftd  prfvely. 
And  two  of  OS  shal  kepen  sabtUly  (470) 
This  tiesor  wel;  and,  if  he  wol  nat  tarie^ 
Whan  it  is  nifl^t,  we  wol  this  tresor 

oarie  800 

By  oon  asifent,  wher^M  as  thinkath  best' 
That  oon  of  hem  the  eat  brsnghte  in  him 

fest. 
And  bad  ham  drawe,  and  hte  wher  it  wol 

folle; 
And  it  fllon  the  yongosta  of  hem  alls ; 
And  forth  toward  the  toan  he  wente  anon. 
And  al<«o  aona  as  that  ha  was  gon,      806 


That  oon  of  hem  spak  thas  on-to  that 

other, 
*  Then  knowest  wel  then  art  my  swome 

brother,  (480) 

Ttj  profit  wol  I  telle  thee  anon. 
Thoa  woost  w^  that  oar  felawe  is  agon ; 
And  heer  is  gold,  and  that  ftd  greet 

plentea,  8ti 

That  shal  departed  been  among  as  three. 
Bat  natheles,  if  I  can  shape  it  so 
That  it  dq;wrted  were  among  as  two, 
Hadde  I  nat  doon  a  fteendes  torn  to  thee?' 
That  other  answerde,  *  I  noot  how  that 

may  be ;  .816 

He  woot  how  that  the  gold  is  with  as 


What  shal  we  doon,  what  shal  we  to  him 

■eya?'  (49^>) 

*8hal  it  be  oonsea?'  s^e  the  fizste 

shrswe, 
*  And  I  shal  tellen  thee,  in  woides  ftwe, 
What  we  dial  do<m,  and  bringe  it  wel 

aboate.'  89t 

*I  grannte,'  qood  that  other,  *oat  of 

doate, 
That,  by  my  troathe,  I  wol  thee  nat  bi- 


*  Now,'  qaod  the  firste,  *  thoa  woost  wel 
webetweye,  814 

And  two  of  ns  shal  stranger  be  than  oon. 

Look  whan  that  he  is  set,  and  right  anoon 

Arys,  as  thoogh  thoa  woldest  trith  him 
pl^ja; 

And  I  shal  lyre  him  thorgh  the  lydas 
tw^ye  (500) 

Whjd  that  thoa  strogalest  with  him  as  in 


And  with  thy  dagger  look  thoa  do  the 
same;  8jo 

And  than  shal  al  this  gold  departed  be, 

ICy  dere  freend,  bitwizen  me  and  thee ; 

Than  may  we  bothe  oor  lostes  al  ftUfille, 

And  ploye  at  dees  right  at  oar  owena 
wills.' 

And  thus  aoocded  bean  thisa  shrawas 
twqya  .     835 

To  slaan  the  thridde,  as  ye  han  hard  ma 


This  yongest,  which  that  wente  on-to 
the  toon, 
Fol  ofta  in  harta  ha  roUath  up  and  donit 
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The  besatee  of  thSse  florins  newe  and 
brighte.  (511) 

•O  lord!*  qnod  he,  «if  lo  ww»  that  I 
mighte  840 

Have  al  thii  treior  to  my-ialf  allone, 
Ther  if  no  man  that  li^eth  nnder  the  tnme 
Of  god,  that  sholde  live  eo  mezy  as  I ! ' 
And  atte  laate  the  fisend,  our  enemy, 
Putte  in  hie  thought  that  he  shold  pojacm 
bey^  845 

With  whioh  be  mii^Kte  sleen  his  UhiMm 


Vor-mhj  the  ftand  fond  him  in  swioh 
lyiringe,  (519) 

That  he  had  leva  him  to  sorwe  bringe, 
For  this  was  ontrely  his  Aille  entente 
To  deenhemboithe,  and  never  to  repente. 
And  fbrth  he  gooth,  no  lenger  -wolde  he 
tarie,  «5i 

Into  the  toon,  nn4o  a  potheoarie, 
And  preyed   him,  that   he  him  ircdde 


Som  poyson,  that  he  mig^  his  rattes 

qudle; 
And  eek  ther  was  apoloat  in  his  hawe, 
That,  as  he  seyde,  lus  cajKnins  hadde 

y-slawe,  SgS 

And  £iyn  he  wolde  wxeke  him,  U  he 

mighte. 
On  vermin,  that  destroyed  him  by  nighte. 
The  poiheearie  answerde,  *and  thon 

shalt  have  (531) 

Athingtiiat,al-aogodmy8oii]eBave,  860 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  creature, 
That  ete  or  dronke  hath  of  this  oonfitnre 
If og^t  bat  the  monntanoe  of  a  6ara  of 

whete. 
That  he  ne  shal  his  lyf  anon  Ibriete ; 
Ye,  sterve  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasee  whyle 
Than  thoa  wolt  goon  a  paas  nat  bat  a 

myle;  866 

This  poyson  is  so  strong  and  violent' 
This  cnrsed  man  hath  in  his  bond 

y-hent  (540) 

This  poyson  in  a  box,  and  sith  he  ran 
In-to  the  nexte  strete,  nn-to  a  man,     870 
And  borwed  [of]  him  large  hotels  three ; 
And  in  the  two  his  poyson  poared  he ; 
The  thridde  he  kepte  olene  for  his  drinke. 
Por  al  the  nifi^t  he  shoop  him  for  to 

swinke  874 


In  oaryinge  of  the  gold  oat  of  that  plaoe. 
And  whan  this  rsrotoar,  with  sory  grace, 
Had  filled  with  wyn  his  grete  hotels  three. 
To  his  faUwes  agayn  repaireth  he.  (550) 
What  nedeth  it  to  sermone  of  it  more? 
For  right  as  they  had  cast  his  deeth  bifore, 
Sight  so  they  han  him  slayn,  and  that 

anon.  881 

And  whan  that  this  was  doon,  thns  spak 

thatoon, 
*Kow  lat  OS  sitte  and  drinke,  and  make 

OS  marie, 
And  afterward  we  wol  his  body  berie.' 
And  with  that  woard  it  happed  him,  par 

oas,  885 

To  take  the  hotel  ther  the  poyson  was, 
And  drank,  and  yaf  his  felawe  drinke  also. 
For  which  anon  they  storven  bothe  two. 

Bat,  certes,  I  sapi>oee  thai  Avioen    (561) 
Wroot  never  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen, 
Mo  wonder  signes  of  empcMsoning        891 
Than  hadde  thise  wreoehes  two,  er  hlr 

ending. 
Thns  ended  been  thise  homioydes  two. 
And  eek  the  ftdse  empoysoner  also. 

O  oorsed  sinne,  ftd  of  cnrsednesse  t  895 
O  tn^ytonrs  homicyde,  o  wikkednesse ! 

0  glotonye,  Inznrie,  and  hasardrye !  (569) 
Thoa  blasphemoar  of  Crist  with  vileinye 
And  othea  grete,  of  ossge  and  of  pzyde ! 
Alias!  mankindft,  how  may  it  bityde,  900 
Thai  to  thy  oreatonr  whioh  that  thee 

wrogMa, 
And  with  his  preeioas  herte-blood  thee 

bo^te, 
Thoa  art  so  fids  and  so  nnkinde,  alias ! 
Now,  goode  men,  god  forgeve  yow  yoar 

trespas,  904 

And  ware  yow  fro  the  sinne  of  avaryoe. 
Myn  holy  pardoan  may  yow  alle  waiyoe, 
So  that  ye  oflhre  nobles  or  storlinges. 
Or  elles  silver  broches,  spones,  ringes.  (580) 
Boweth  yoar  heed  under  this  holy  balle ! 
Cometh  ap,  ye  "wj^^B^  ofbeth  of  yoar 

woUe !  910 

Toar  name  I  entre  beer  in  my  rolle  anon ; 
In-to  the  blisse  of  hevene  shal  ye  gon ; 

1  yew  assoile,  hy  myn  heigh  power. 
Tow  that  wol  ofi^  as  dene  and  eek  as 

deer 
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As  ye  were  bom;  and,  lo,  sirs,  thus  I 

preche.  915 

And  Jesu  Crist,  that  is  onr  sonles  leohe, 
So  grannte  yow  his  pardon  to  reoeyve ; 
For  that  is  best ;  I  wol  yow  nat  deo^jnrei 

Bnt  sirs,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale,  (591) 
I  have  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male,  920 
As  fairo  as  any  man  in  Engelond, 
Whiche  were  me  yeren  by  the  popes  bond. 
If  any  of  yow  w<J,  of  devocioon, 
Offren,  and  ban  myn  absolnoionn, 
Ck)m6th  forth  anon,  and  kneleth  beer 

adoon,  925 

And  mekely  receyveth  my  pardoun : 
Or  elles,  taketh  pardon  as  ye  wende,  (599) 
Al  newe  and  fresh,  at  every  tonnes  ende^ 
So  that  ye  offren  alwey  newe  and  newe 
Nobles  and  pens,  whioh  that  be  gode  and 

trewe.  950 

It  is  an  honour  to  everioh  that  is  beer, 
That  ye  mowe  have  a  snfBsant  paidoneer 
Tassoille  yow,  in  contree  as  ye  lyde, 
For  aventores  whioh  that  may  Utyde. 
Feraventore  tber  may  fikUeoon  or  two  935 
Poun  of  his  ban,  and  broke  bis  neUra 

atwo. 
Look  whioh  a  senretee  is  it  to  yow  alio 
That  I  am  in  your  felawesbip  y-falle,  {610) 
That  may  assoille  yow,  bothe  more  and 


Whan  that  the  teole  shal  £n>  the  body 
passe.  940 

I  rede  that  oor  boste  hear  shal  biginne, 
For  he  is  most  envolnped  in  sinner 
Com  forth,  sir  hoste,  and  o£&e  first  anoa. 
And  thou  sbalt  kisse  the  reliksevariohon, 


Ye,  for  a  grote !  nnbokel  anon  thy  pnrs.' 
•Nay,  nay,'  qnod  be,  *than  have  I 

Cnstesonn!  946 

Lat  be,*  qnod  be,  *it  shal  nat  be,  eo 

thee'ohl 
Thou  woldest  make  me  kisse  thyn  old 

breech,  (6ao) 

And  swere  it  were  a  relik  of  a  selnt, 
Thogh  it  were  with  iby  fandement  de- 

peint!  950 

Bnt  by  the  otojb  wbieh  that  seint  Eleyne 

fond, 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  coOlons  in  myn  bond 
In  stde  of  relikes  or  of  seintnarie ; 
Lat  ontte  hem  ot^  I  wol  thee  belpe  bem 

oarie; 
Hiey  sbnl  be  sbryned  in  an  hogges  tord.' 
This  pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word;  9^ 
Bo  wrooth  he  was,  no  word  ne  wolde  he 

seye. 
*  Now,'  qnod  onr  host,  *I  wol  no  lenger 

pleye  (^o) 

With  thee,  ne  with  noon  other  angry  man.* 
But  right  anon  the  worthy  Knight  bigan. 
Whan  thai  he  saogh  that  al  the  v^/ple 

loogh,  961 

*  Na-more  of  this,  for  it  is  right  y-noogh ; 
Sir  Pardoner,  be  glad  and  mery  of  cbere ; 
And  ye,  sir  host,  that  been  to  me  so  dere, 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner.  965 
And  Pardoner,  I  prey  thee,  drawe  thoe 

neer. 
And,  as  wis  diden,  lat  us  laa^e  and 

Pl«ve.'  ((^) 

A2ion  thoy  kiste,  and  riden  fbrth  hir 

tpsye.  [T.  M9013 


Here  is  ended  the  Pardonera  Tale» 
(For  T.ia9Qs,  see  p.  49a). 
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GEOUP  D. 


THE  WIFE  OF  BATH'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Wjnres  Tale  of  Bathe. 


'ExPBBimcs,  thoncfh  noon  anetoritee 
Were  in  thii  world,  were  right  y-nongh 

tome 
To  8i>eke  of  wo  that  ie  in  nuuriage ; 
For,  lordinges,  aith  I  twelf  yeer  was  of  age, 
Thonked  be  god  that  is  etone  on  lyve,    5 
HonsbondeB  at  ohirohe-dore  I  have  had 

fyre; 
For  1 80  oAe  have  y-wedded  be ; 
And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 
But  me  was  told  certeyn,  nat  longe  agon  is, 
That  sith  that  Crist  ne  wente  never  bat 

onis  xo 

To  wedding  in  the  Gbne  of  Galilee, 
That  by  the  same  ensample  tanghte  he  me 
That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  bat  ones. 
Herke  eek,  lo  I  whioh  a  sharp  word  for 

the  nones 
Be«yde  a  welle  Jesns,  god  and  man,       15 
Spak  in  repreve  of  the  Samaritan  t 
'*  Thoa  hast  y-had  tyre  honsbondes,**  qnod 

(*And  thilke  man,  the  whidh  that  hath 

now  thee, 
Is  noght  thyn  hoosbond ;  **  thns  seyde  he 

oertesm; 
What  that  he  mente  ther-by,  I  can  nat 

seyn;  ao 

But  that  I  axe,  why  that  the  flfthe  man 
Was  noon  hoosbond  to  the  Samaritan? 
How  manye  mighte  she  have  in  mariage? 
Yet  herde  I  never  tellen  in  myn  age 
Upon  this  nombra  diffinicio«n ;  25 

Hen  may  devyne  and  glosen  np  and  donn. 
But  wel  I  woot  ezpres,  with-otite  lye, 
God  bad  ns  for  to  weze  and  mnltiplye ; 
That  gentil  text  oan  I  wel  nndeistonde. 
Eek  wel  I  woot  he  seyde,  myn  honsbonde 


Sholde  lete  flMler  and  moder,  and  take 

me;  31 

But  of  no  nombre  menoioon  made  he, 
Of  bigamsre  or  of  ootogamye ; 
Why  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vileinye  ? 

Lo,  here  the  wyse  king,  dan  Salomon ;  35 
I  trowe  he  hadde  wyvee  mo  than  oon ; 
As,  wolde  god,  it  levefol  were  to  me 
To  be  refresshed  half  so  ofte  as  he ! 
Whioh  yifte  of  god  hadde  he  for  alle  his 

wyvis! 
No  man  hath  swioh,  that  in  this  world 

alyveis.  40 

God  woot,  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  wit, 
The  flrste  night  had  many  a  meiy  fit 
With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyre  f 
Blessed  be  god  that  I  have  wedded  fyve !« 
Weloome  the  sizte,  whan  that  ever  he 

shaL  45 

For  sothe,  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  ohast  in  al ; 
Whan  myn  honsbond  is  fro  the  world 

y-gon, 
Som  Cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anon ; 
For  thanne  th'apostle  seith,  that  I  am 

free 
To  wedde,  a  godd's  half,  wher  it  lyketh 

me.  50 

He  sezth  that  to  be  wedded  is  no  sinne  ; 
Bet  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brinne. 
What  rekketh  me,  thogh  folk  seye  vileinye 
Of  shrewed  Lameth  and  his  bigamye? 

*  Hare  $omi  MS&  inmi  ikg  Jbtlowing  genuine 
Qmt  refected)  lines  :— 
Of  whiohe  I  bave  j-piked  out  the  beete 
Bothe  of  hir  nether  pun  and  of  hir  cheste. 
Divene  ■ooIm  maken  poifit  olerkes, 
DiTon  prmktik,  in  many  soodnr  werkee. 
If aketh  the  workman  parflt  lekirlj. 
Of  fyve  hnsbondei  sooiering  am  I. 
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I  'woot  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  man,  55 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  can ; 
And  ech  of  hem  hadda  wyves  mo  than 

two  J 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whan  sangh  ye  ever,  in  any  maner  age. 
That  hye  god  defended  manage  60 

Byexpresword?  Iprayyoo,  tellethme; 
Or  wher  oomanded  he  virginitee? 
I  woot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  dxede, 
Th*apoetel,  whan  he  speketh  of  mayden- 

hede; 
He  seyde,  that  precept  therof  hadde  he 

noon.  6$ 

Men  may  conseille  a  womman  to  been  oon, 
Bnt  conseilling  is  no  oomandement ; 
He  pntte  it  in  our  owene  jngement 
For  hadde  god  oomanded  maydenhede, 
Thanne  hadde  he  dampned  wedding  with 

the  dede ;  70 

And  certes,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowe, 
Yirginitee,  wher-of  than  sholde  it  growe? 
Fonl  dorste  nat  oomanden  atte  leste 
A  thing  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heste. 
The  dart  is  set  np  for  -yirginitee ;  75 

Cacche  who  so  may,  who  renneth  best  lat 

see. 
But  this  word  is  nat  take  of  ereiy  wi^t, 
Bat  ther  as  god  list  give  it  of  his  mi^t. 
I  woot  wel,  that  th'apostel  was  a  mayde ; 
Bnt  nathelesB,  thogh  that  he  wroot  and 

sayde,  80 

He  wolde  that  eveiy  wight  were  swioh  as 

he, 
Al  nis  bat  oonseil  to  viiginitee ; 
And  for  to  been  a  wjrf,  he  yaf  me  leve 
Of  indalgence ;  so  it  is  no  repreve 
To  wedde  me,  if  that  my  make  dye,       Sg 
With^yate  ezoepoioan  of  bigamye. 
Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  toaohet 
He  mente  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  ooaohe ; 
For  peril  is  bothe  fyr  and  tow  t'assemble ; 
Ye    knowe   what    this   ensample   may 

resemble.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  heeld  virginitee 
Hore  parflt  than  wedding  in  freletee. 
Freeltee  depe  I,  bat-if  that  he  and  she 
Wolde  leden  al  hir  lyf  in  ohastitee. 

I  graxmte  it  wel,  I  have  noon  envye,  95 
Thogh  maydenhede  preferre  bigamye ; 


Hem  lyketh  to  be  dene,  body  and  goost. 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nil  nat  make  no  boost. 
For  wel  ye  knowe,  a  lord  in  his  hoashold, 
He  hath  nat  every  vessel  al  of  gold ;    xoo 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir  lord 


Ood  olepeth  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  everioh  hath  of  god  a  propre  yifie, 
Som  this,  som  that, — as  him  lyketh  shifte. 
Yirginitee  is  greet  perfeooioan,         105 
And  continence  eek  with  devooioan. 
Bat  Crist,  that  of  perfeooioan  is  welle, 
Bad  nat  every  wight  he  sholde  go  selle 
All  that  he  hadde,  and  give  it  to  the  pore, 
And  in  swioh  wyse  fblwe  him  and  his 

fore,    i*'*^  >^^^^  no 

He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  live  parfitly ; 
And  lordinges,  by  yoar  leve,  that  am  nat  I. 
I  wol  bistowe  the  floor  of  al  myn  age 
In  th' aotes  and  Id  froit  of  maziage. 

Telle  me  also,  to  what  condosioan   115 
Were  memhres  maad  of  generadoon, 
And    for    what    profit    was    a    wight 

y-wroght? 
T^rnsteth  ri^^t  wd,  th^  wer  nat  maad 

for  noghl 
Glose  wh040  wde,  and  ssye  bothe  op  and 

doan, 
That  they  were  maked  for  porgadoon  Lao 
Of  orine,  and  oar  bothe  thinges  smale 
Were  edc  to  knowe  a  femde  from  a 


And  for  noon  other  caose :  sey  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wd  it  is  noght  so ; 
80  that  the  derkes   be   nat  with   me 

wrothe,  lag 

I  s^  this,  that  they  maked  been  for  bothe. 
This  is  to  s^ye,  for  office,  and  tor  ese 
Of  engendrare,  ther  we  nat  god  diq;»leee. 
Why  shdde  men  dies  In  hir  bokes  sette. 
That  man   shal  yelde  to   his  wyf  hir 

dette?  150 

Now  wher-with    didde    he  make  his 

payement, 
If  he  ne  osed  his  sdy  instrament  ? 
Than  were  th^  maad  op-on  a  croatare. 
To  porge  ozyne,  and  edi  for  engendmre. 
Bat  I  s^ye  noght  that  every  wight  is 

hdde,  135 

That  hath  swioh  hani^yi  as  I  to  yow 

tdde, 
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To  goon  and  Tuwn  hem  in  engendrore ; 
Than  iholde  men  taka  of  ohastitee  no 


Crist  waa  a  mayde,  and  afaapen  aa  a  man, 
And  many  a  aemi,  aith  that  the  world 

bigan,  140 

Yet  lived  they  ever  in  parfit  ohaatitee. 
I  nil  envye  no  virginitae ; 
Lat  hem  be  breed  of  pored  irhetoaoed, 
And  lat  na  wjrvea  hoten  barly-bireed ; 
And  yet  with  barly-breed,  Mark  telle  can, 
Oor  lord  Jean  refreeshed  many  a  man.  146 
In  awioh  eataat  aa  god  hath  oleped  na 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  preokma. 
In  wyfhode  I  wol  nae  myn  inatmment 
Ai  Arely  aa  my  maker  hath  it  sent.       150 
If  I  be  daongerona,  god  yeve  me  aorwe ! 
Hyn  houflbond  shal  it  have  botho  eve  and 

morwe, 
Whan  that  him  list  oom  forth  and  paye 

hisdette. 
An  honsbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nil  nat  lette, 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettoor  and  my 

thral,  155 

And  have  his  tribolaoioon  with-«l 
Up^m  his  fleash,  whyl  that  I  am  his  wyfl 
I  have  the  power  dnringe  al  my  lyf 
Up-on  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Bight  thns  th'apostel  tolde  it  im-to  me ; 
And  bad  our  honsbondes  fbr  to  love  ns 

weeL  161 

Al  this  sentence  me  lyketh  every-deel  * — 
TJp  sterte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon, 
*Now  dame,'  quod  he,  *by  god  and  by 

seint  Ji^ui, 
Te  been  a  noble  preohoor  in  this  oas !  165 
I  was  aboate  to  wedde  a  wjrf ;  alias ! 
What  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  flesh  so  dere? 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  wedde  no  wjrf  to-yere  V 
*Al^yde!'  quod  she,  *my  tale  is  nat 

bigonne;  169 

Nay,  thou  sludt  drinken  of  another  tonne 
Br  tiiat  I  go,  shal  savonre  wore  than  ale. 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  thee  forth 

my  tale 
Of  tribolaoionn  In  manage, 
Of  which  I  am  expert  in  al  myn  age. 
This  to  seyn,  my-aelf  have   been   the 

whippej—  175 

Than  maystow  ohsse  whether  thoa  wolt 

dppe 


Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abroohe. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  ^oa  to  ny  approohe ; 
For  I  shal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ten. 
Who-so  that  nil  be  war  by  othere  men,  180 
By  him  shol  othere  men  oorreoted  be. 
l%e  same  wordes  wryteth  Ptholomee ; 
Bede  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  there.* 
*  Dame,  I  wolde  praye  yow,  if  yoor  wil 

it  were,* 

S^e  this  Fmrdoner,  *  as  ye  bigan,       185 

Mle  forth  your  tale,  sparoth  for  no  man. 

And  teche  ns  yonge  men  of  your  praktike.* 

•Oladly,*  quod  she,  *aith  it  may  yow 

lyke. 
But  yet  I  praye  to  al  this  oompanye. 
If  that  Ispekeafter  myfanta^ye,         190 
As  taketh  not  a-grief  of  that  I  seye  ; 
For  myn  entente  nis  bat  for  to  pleye. 
Now  sires,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  mj 

tf^^^  — 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  wyn  or  ale, 
I  shal  seye  sooth,  tho  honsbondes  that 

I  hadde,  195 

As  three  of  hem  were  gode  and  two  were 

badde. 
The  three  men  were  gode,  and  riohe,  and 

olde; 
Unnethe  mighte  they  the  statnt  holde 
In  which  that  they  were  boonden  nn>to 

me.  199 

Yewootwelwhat  I  mene  of  this,  pardee! 
As  help  me  god,  I  langhe  whan  I  thinke 
How  pitoosly  a-night  I  made  hem  swinke ; 
And  by  my  fey,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor. 
They  had  me  yeven  hir  gold  and  hir 

tresooar; 
Me  neded  nat  do  longer  diligence        305 
To  winne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  reverence. 
They  loved  me  so  wel,  by  god  above, 
That  I  ne  tolde  no  deyntee  of  hir  love ! 
A  wys  womman  ynA  sette  hir  ever  in  oon 
To  gete  hir  love,  ther  as  she  hath  noon,  aio 
But  sith  I  hadde  hem  hooUy  in  myn  hond, 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir 

lond, 
What  sholde  I  taken  hede  hem  for  to 

plese. 
Bat  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese? 
I  sette  hem  so  a-werke,  by  my  fey,       315 
That  many  a  night  th^  songen  **  wei- 

Uweyl» 
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The  baootm  "was  lutt  fet  for  hexu,  I  trowe, 
That  som  men  han  in  EoBOZ  at  Bonxnowe. 
I  governed  hem  so  wel,  after  my  lawe, 
That  ech  of  hem  foL  hlisfta  was  and  £awe 
To  bringe  me  gaye  thingee  fro  the  fayre.  aa  i 
They  -were  fdl  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem 

fayre; 
For  god  it  woot,  I  chidde  hem  spitooaly. 

Now  herkneth,  how  I  bar  me  proprdly, 

Te  wyse  wyvea,  tiiat  can  nndexstonde.  295 

Thnsshnl  ye  Bpeke  and  here  hem  wrong 

on  honde ; 
For  half  so  boldely  can  ther  no  man 
8were  and  lyen  as  a  womman  can. 
I  sey  nat  this  by  wjnres  that  ben  wyse, 
Bat-if  it  be  whan  they  hem  misayyse.  330 
({\<A^\<c^v^wys  wyf,  if  that  she  can  hir  good, 
(vM  •  { lu  «\  -L^hal  beren  him  on  bond  the  cow  is  wood, 

i^,.  ,  t  And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owene  mayde 
\  Of  hir  assent;  but  herkneth  how  I  sayde. 

**  Sir  olde  kaynard,  is  this  thyn  array? 
Why  is  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay  ?    336 
She  is  honoured  over-al  ther  she  goth ; 
I  sitte  at  hoom,  I  have  no  thrifty  doth. 
What  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hous  ? 
Is  she  so  £ELir  ?  artow  so  amorous  ?       240 
What  rowne  ye  with  our  mayde?  5en'- 

cUe/ 
Sir  olde  leohonr,  lat  thy  japes  be ! 
And  if  I  have  a  gossib  or  a  fireend, 
With-oaten  gilt,  thou  ohydest  as  a  feen4, 
If  that  I  walke  or  pleye  xm-tohis  hona  1 345 
Thoa  oomest  hoom  as  dronken  as  a  mona, 
And  preohest  on  thy  bench,  with  ^yel 

preef! 
Thou  seist  to  me,  it  is  a  greet  meschief 
To  wedde  a  povre  womman,  for  oostage ; 
And  if  that  she  be  riche,  of  heigh  parage. 
Than  seistow  that  it  is  a  tormenttye    251 
To  suffire  hir  pryde  and  hir  malencolye. 
And  if  that  she  be  fedr,  thou  verray  knave. 
Thou  seyst  that  every  holour  wol  hir  have ; 
She  may  no  whyle  in  ohastitee  abyde,  255 
That  is  assaiUed  up-on  och  a  syde. 
Thou   seyst,  som  folk  desyre   us   for 

richesse, 
Som  for  our  shap,  and  som  for  our  fair^ 


And  som,  for  she  can  outher  singe  or 
dauuoe,  259 

And  som,  for  gentilleose  and  daliann^ ; 


Som,  £ar  hir  handes  and  hir  armes  smale ; 
Thus  goth  al  to  the  devel  by  thy  tale. 
Thou  seyst,  men  may  nat  kepe  a  castel- 

wal; 
It  may  00  longe  assaiUed  been  over-aL 
And  if  that  she  be  foul,  thou  seist  that 

she  a6s 

Goveiteth  evexy  man  that  she  may  see ; 
For  as  a  spaynel  she  wol  on  him  lepe, 
Til  that  she  finde  som  man  hir  to  ohepe; 
Ne  noon  so  grey  goes  goth  ther  in  the 

lake,  a69 

As,  seistow,  that  wol  been  with-outemake. 
And  s^yst,  it  is  an  hard  thing  for  to  welde 
A  thing  that  no  man  wol,  his  thankes, 

helde. 
Thus  seistow,  loral,  whan  thow  goost  to 

bedde; 
And  that .  no  wys  man  nedeth  for  to 

wedde,  974 

Ne  no  man  that  entendeth  un-to  hevene. 

With  wilde  thonder-dint  and  firy  levene 

Mote  thy  welked  nekke  be  to-broke ! 

Thow  aeyst  that  dropping  hocuns,  and 

eek  smoke, 
And  chyding  wyves,  maken  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  owene  hous ;  a !  hefCette  I     280 
What  oyleth  swich  an  old  man  for  to 

chyde? 
Thow  seyst,  we  wyves  wol  our  vyoes 

hyde 
Til  ire  be  fkst,  and  than  we  wol  hem 

shews; 
Wei  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  shrewe ! 
Thou  seist,  that  oxen,  asses,  hors,  and 

houndes,  285 

They  been  assayed  at  diverse  stonndes; 
Badns,  lavours,  er  that  men  hem  bjre, 
Bpones  and  stoles,  and  al  swich  houa- 

bondrye. 
And  so  been  pottes,  clothes,  and  array; 
But  folk  of  wyves  maken  noon  assay   990 
Til  th^  be  wedded ;  olde  dotard  shrewe ! 
And  than,  seistow,  we  wol  onre  vices 

shewe. 
Thou  seist  also,  that  it  displeseth  me 
But-if  that  thou  wolt  preyse  toy  beautee. 
And  but  thou  ponre  alwey  up-on  my 

fiwe,  995 

And   depe    me  *faire  dame*  in  every 

place; 
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And  bat  tboo  make  a  feste  on  thilk« 

day 
That  I  waa  bom,  and  make  me  freah  and 

g«y» 

And  bat  thoa  do  to  my  norice  honoar, 
And  to  my  ohamberere  wHh-tnne  my 

bour,  300 

And  to  my  flidrea  folk  and  hia  allyea ; — 
Thoa  eeiafcow,  olde  barel  ftd  of  lyei  I 

And  yet  of  oar  tapprtoMo^  JaiMkyn, 
For  hia  orifp  heer,  shyninge  aa  gold  lofyn, 
And  f<»r  he  aqpiiereth  me  botha  np  and 

doan,  90s 

Yet  hastow  eaoght  a  fUe  soapeeioan ; 
I  wol  kym  nog^t^  thogh  thoa  were  deed 

to-morwe. 
Bat  tel  me  thii,  why  hydeatow,  with 


The  keyea  of  thy  oheate  awey  fico  me? 
It  ia  my  good  aa  wel  aa  thyn,  pardee.  310 
What  weneatow  make  an  idiot  of  oar 


Now  hj  that  loid,  that  ealled  ia  aeint 

Jama, 
Thoa  ahalt  nat  bothe,  thofl^  that  thoa 

were  wood, 
Be  maieter  of  my  body  and  of  my  good ; 
That  oon  thoa  ehalt  ftnrgo,  maogree  tfayne 

y«n;  315 

What  nedeUi  thee  of  me  to  enqoere  or 

fPT^n? 
I  trowe,  thoa  woldeat  loke  me  in  thy 

cheste! 
Thoa  ahoklest  a^ye,  *  wyi;  go  wher  thee 

leale, 
Tek  yoar  disport,  I  wol  nat  leva  no  talia; 
1  knowe  yowfor  a  trewe  wyf,  dame  Alii.' 
We  love  no  man  thai  taketh  Icepe  or 

<diMge  $21 

Wher  that  we  goon,  we  wel  ben  at  oar 

large. 
Of  alia  men  y-blened  moot  he  be, 
The  wyee  aatrologien  Dan  Pkholome,   3x4 
That  oeith  thia  pny^rerbe  in  hia  Ahnageate, 
*  Of  alle  men  hia  wiidom  ia  the  hjreate, 
That  zddMtlk  never  who  hath  the  worid 

in  honde.' 
By  thia  proverbe  thoa  ehalt  andentonde, 
Have  thoa  y-nogh,  what  thar  thee  leoehe 

oroare 
How  meiily  that  otherefolkeaDwe?    330 


For  oerteyn,  olde  dotard,  by  yoar  leve, 
Te  ihal  have  qaesmte  right  y-non^  at  eve. 
He  ia  to  greet  a  nigard  that  wol  weme 
A  man  to  lighte  hie  candle  at  his  lanteme ; 
He   ehal   have   never   the   laaee   light, 

I««lee;  335 

Have  thoa  y>noagh,  thee  thar  nat  pleyne 

thee 
Thoa  ttyat  also^  that  if  we  make  tia  gay 
With  elothingand  with  precioai  array. 
That  it  ia  peril  of  oar  chastitee ; 
And  yet,  with  eorwe,  thoa  meet  enforce 

thee,  340 

And  Mjre  thiae  wordes  in  the  apostiea 

name, 
'In   habit,    maad   with   ohaetitee   and 

ahame. 
Ye  wommen  shal  apparaUle  yow,'  gaod 

he, 
*And  noght  in  treased  beer  and    gay 


Aa  perlea,  ne  with  gold,  ne  dotbea  riohe ; ' 
After  thy  text,  ne  after  thy  rabriche  346 
I  wol  nat  wirohe  aa  maohel  aa  a  gnat 
Thoa  aeydeat  thia,  that  I  waa  lyk  a  eat; 
For  who-so  wolde  senge  a  cattea  skin, 
Thanne  wolde  the  cat  wel  dwellen  in 

his  in;  350 

And  if  the  oattes  dun  be  dyk  and  gay, 
She  wol  nat  dwelle  in  hooae  half  a  day. 
Bat  forth  th»  wole,  er  any  day  be  dawed. 
To  ahewe  hir  akin,  and  goon   a-cater^ 

wawed; 
This  ia  to  a^ye,  if  I  be  gay,  air  shrewe,  355 
I  wol  rsane  oat,  my  bord  for  to  ahewe. 
Sire   olde  fool,  what  eyleth  thee  to 

spyin? 
Tliogh    thoa    pr«ye    Argas,   with    hia 

hundred  yfin. 
To  be  my  warde-oora,  aa  he  can  beat. 
In  feith,  he  ahal  nat  kepe  me  bat  me 

lest;  360 

Yet  ooode  I  make  hia  herd,  ao  moot 

Ithee. 
Thoa  aeydeat  eek,  that  ther  ben  thingea 

three. 
The  whiohe  thingea  troablen  al  this  ecthe. 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endore  the 

ferthe: 
O  leve  air  ahrewe,  Jeaa  ahorte  thy  lyf  1 3^ 
Yet  preehestow,  and  s^yat,  an  hateftd  wyic 
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T-rekened  is  for  oon  of  tldBe  mosohanoea 
Been  ther  none   othere   maner  resem- 

Uanoes 
That  70  may  lykne  your  paraUes  to, 
But-if  asely  wyf  beoonoftho?  370 

Thou  lykenest  'wommanes  love  to  helle, 
To  baroyne  lond,  ther  water  may  not 

dwelle. 
Thon  lykneet  it  also  to  wilde  fyr ; 
The  more  it  brenneth,  the  more  it  hath 

deayr 
To   consome   every   thing    that    bient 

wol  be.  375 

Thon  soyst,  that  right  aa  iromnes  shende 

atree, 
Bight  so  a  ivyf  dastroyeth  hir  hoosbonde; 
This   knowe   th«y  that  been  to  -wyves 

bonde.** 
Lordinges,    right   thus,    as    ye    have 

nnderstonde, 
Bar  I  stilly  myne  olde  honsbondes  on 

honde,  380 

That  thns  they  seyden  in  hir  dronkenesse ; 
And  al  was  fkls,  bnt  that  I  took  witnesse 
On  Janekin  and  on  my  nece  alsa 

0  lord,  the  pejme  I  dide  hem  and  the  wo, 
Fnl  giltelees,  by  goddes  swete  i^yne  1  385 
For  as  an  hors  I  oonde  l^yte  and  whyne. 

1  conde  pl^yne,  thogh  I  were  in   thd 

gat, 

Or  elles  often  tjrme  hadde  I  ben  spilt, 
Who-so  that  first  to  mille  oomth,  first 

grint; 
I  ployned  first,  so  was  onr  werre  y-stint. 
They  were  fal  g^ad  t'exonsen  hem  tul 

blyve  391 

Of  thing  of  which  they  never  agilte  hir 

lyve. 
Of  wenches  wolde  I  beren   him   on 

honde, 
TVhan  that  for  «yk  nnnethes  mights  he 

stonde. 
Tettikledith]sherte,forthathe       395 
Wende  that  I  hadde  of  him  so  greet 

dhiertee. 
I  swoor  that  al  my  walkinge  out  by  nighte 
Was  for  t'espye  wenches  that  he  dighte ; 
Under  that  odloor  hadde  I  many  a  mirthe. 
For  al  swich  wit  is  yeven  ns  in  our  Urthe ; 
Deceite,  weping,  spinning  god  hath  yive 
To  womnhsn  kindoly,  whyl  thiiy  may  live» 


And  thns  of  o  thing  I  avannte  me,  403 
Atte  endo  I  hadde  the  bettre  in  ooh 

degree, 
By  sleighte,  or  force,  or  by  som  maner 

thing,  405 

As  by  oontinnel  mnrmnr  or  gmoching ; 
Namely  a-bedde  hadden  they  mesohannoe, 
Ther  wolde  I  ohyde  and  do   hem   no 

plesaonoe; 
I  w(dde  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde. 
If  that  I  feltehisarmovermy  ^yde,   410 
Til  he  had  maad  his  raonson  nn-to  me ; 
Than  wolde  I  snfhne  him  do  his  nycetee. 
And  ther-fore  every  man  this  tale  I  telle, 
Winne  who-so  may,  for  al  is  for  to  selle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  none  hankes 

lure;  41S 

For  winning  wolde  I  al  his  lost  endure. 
And  make  ma  a  i^ayned  appetyt ; 
And  yet  in  baoon  hadde  I  never  delyt ; 
That  made  ma  that  ever  I  wolde  hem 

chyde.  419 

For  thogh  the  pope  had  seten  hem  bi^e, 
I  wolde  nat  spare  hem  at  hir  owene  bord. 
For  by  my  tronthe,  I  qnitte  hem  word 

for  word. 
As  help  me  verray  god  omnipotent, 
Thogh  I  right   now  sholde  make   my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  that  it  nis  qnit 
I  broghte  it  so  abonte  by  my  wit,         426 
That  thoy  moste  yeve  it  up,  as  for  tiie 


Or  elles  hadde  we  never  been  in  lesto. 
For  thogh  he  loked  as  a  wood  leoan. 
Yet  sholde  he  ftdlle  of  his  oonolosionn.  430 
Thanne  wolde  I  s^ye,  **  gode  lief;  tak 

keep 
How  mekely  loketh  Wilkin  oare  sheep ; 
Com  neer,  my  spouse,  lat  me  ba  thy 

chekel 
Te  sholde  been  al  padent  and  make. 
And  han  a  swete  spyoed  eonsoienea,     435 
Sith  jre  so  predhe  ct  Jobes  pacienoe. 
SnflMh  alwey,  sin  ye  so  wel  can  preohe; 
And  bnt  ye  do,  oertein  we  sfaal   yow 

teche 
Tliat  it  is  fidr  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  US  two  moste  bowen,  doatelees ;  44a 
And  sith  a  man  is  more  resonable 
laian  woaomaa  is,  ye  aosta  bsen  sofiEkablo, 
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What  oyleth  yow  to  gmoohe  thiui  and 

grono? 
Is  it  for  ye  "wolde  have  my  qnesoite  allono? 
Wliy  taak  it  al,  lo,  haTO  it  every-deol ;  445 
Poter!  I  shrewe  yow  bat  ye  love  it  weel ! 
For  if  I  wolde  selle  my  beU  cAom, 
I  ooade  walke  as  fresh  aa  is  a  rose ; 
But  I  wol  kepe  it  for  your  owene  tooth. 
Te  be  to  Uame,  by  god,  I  sey  yow  sootlu*' 
Swiche  maner  wordes  hadde  "we  on 

honde.  451 

Now  -wol  I  speken  of  my  fonrthe  hoos- 

bonde. 
Hy  fonrthe  honsbonde  was  a  rereloar, 
This  is  to  seyn,  he  hadde  a  paramonr ; 
Andl  wasyon^gandftilof  rageiye,     455 
Stibom  and  strosifr,  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
Wei  conde  I  daxmoe  to  an  harpe  smale, 
And  singe,  y-wis,  as  any  nightingale, 
Whan  I  had  dronke  a  dzanghte  of  swete 

yryn, 
Ketellins,  the  fonle  oherl,  the  swyn,    460 
That  with  a  staf  birafte  his  wyf  hir  lyf , 
For  she  drank  wyn,  thogh  I  hadde  been 

his  wyf, 
He  sholde  nat  ban  daonted  me  fh>  drinke ; 
And,  after  wyn,  cm  Yenns  moste  I  thinke ; 
For  al  so  siker  as  oold  engendreth  hayl, 
A  likerons  month  moste  ban  a  Ukerons 

tayL  466 

In  womman  vinolent  is  no  defence, 
This  knowen  lechonrs  by  experience. 
Bat,  lord  Orkt !  whan  that  it  remem- 

brethme 
Up-on  my  yowthe,  and  on  my  jolitee,  470 
It  tikleth  me  aboote  myn  herte  rote. 
Unto  this  day  it  dooth  myn  heite  bote 
That  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyme. 
Bat  age,  aUasl  that  al  wol  envenyme,  474 
Hath  me  biraft  my  beantee  and  my  pith ; 
Lat  go,  fkre-wel,  the  derel  go  therwith  1 
The  floor  is  goon,  ther  is  na-more  to  telle, 
The  bren,  as  I  best  con,  now  moste  I  selle; 
Bat  yet  to  be  right  mery  wol  I  fbnde. 
Now  wol  I  tellen  of  my  fonrthe  hons- 
bonde. 480 
I  scye,  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despyt 
That  he  of  any  other  had  de^ 
Bat  he  was  qnit,  by  god  and  by  seini 

Joce! 
I  made  him  of  the  same  wode  a  crooe ; 


Katof  my  body  in  nofoolmanere,       485 
Bat  cert^nly,  I  made  folk  swich  ohere, 
That  in  his  owene  greoe  I  made  him  f  o'e 
For  angre,  and  for  verray  jalon^ye. 
By  god,  in  erthe  I  was  his  pargatorie,4S9  t 
For  which  I  hope  his  soale  be  in  glorie.     , 
For  god  it  woot,  he  sat  fVil  ofte  and  song 
Whan   that  his  shoo  fbl  bitterly  him 

wrong. 
Thet  was  no  wight,  save  god  and  he,  that 

wiste. 
In  many  wyse,  how  sore  I  him  twiste. 
He  deyde  whan  I  cam  Aro  Jerusalem,  495 
And  lyth  y-grave  nnder  the  rode-beem, 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  onrioas 
Ai  was  the  sepnlcre  of  him,  Darins, 
Which  that  Appellee  wroghte  sabtilly ; 
It  nis  bat  wast  to  bnrie  him  preciously .  500 
Lat  him  fSekre-wel,  god  yeve  his  scale  reste. 
Ho  is  now  in  the  grave  and  in  his  oheste. 
Now  of  my  fiflhe  honsbond  wol  I  telle. 
Qod  lete  his  soale  never  oome  in  belle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  moste  shrewe ; 
That  fsle  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe,    506 
And  ever  shal,  nn-to  myn  ending-day. 
Bat  in  onr  bed  he  was  so  firesh  and  gay, 
And  Uier-with-al  so  wel  ooade  he  me  gloso, 
Whan  that  he  wolde  ban  my  602e  dkoss,  510 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every 

boon, 
He  conde  winne  agayn  my  love  anoon. 
I  trowe  I  loved  him  beste,  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  love  danngerons  to  me. 
We  wommen  ban,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
In  this  matere  a  qneynte  fontasye ;      516 
Wayte  what  thing  we  may  nat  lightly 

have, 
Ther-after  wol  we  orye  al-day  and  crave. 
Forbede  as  thing,  and  that  desyren  we ; 
Frees  on  as  fiute,  and  thanne  wol  we  flee. 
With  dannger  cute  we  al  onr  chaflBue ;  521 
Greet  prees  at  market  maketh  dere  ware. 
And  to  greet  cheep  is  holde  at  litel  prys ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  wys.- 
My  flfthe  honsbonde,  god   his   soule 

blesse !  525 

Which   that  I  took   for   love   and   no 

richesse,. 
He  som-tyme  was  a  clerk  of  Ozenford, 
And  had  left  scole,  and  wente  at  boom  to 

bord 
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With  my  gosaib,  dwellinge  in  onre  toon, 
GK>d    have    hir   sonlel    hir   name  waf 

Alisoun.  530 

She  knew  myn  herte  and  eek  my  privetee 
Bet  than  onr  parisshe-preeai,  so  moot 

Ithee! 
To  hir  hiwreyed  I  my  oonteil  aL 
For  had  myn  hoosbonde  pissed  on  a  wal, 
Or  doon  a  thing  that  sholde  han  cost  his 

lyf,  535 

To  hir,  ancl  to  another  worthy  wyf, 
And  to  my  neoe,  whioh  that  I    loyed 

weel, 
I  wolde  han  told  his  oonseil  every-deeL 
And  so  I  dide  fnl  often,  god  it  woot, 
That  made  his  £ftce  fnl  often  reed  and 

hoot  540 

For  verray  shame,  and  blamed  him-s^ 

for  he 
Had  told  to  me  so  greet  a  privetee. 

And  so  bifel  that  ones,  in  a  Iiente, 
(So  often  tymes  I  to  my  gossib  wente, 
For  ever  yet  I  lovede  to  be  gay,  545 

And  for  to  walke,  in  ICaroh,  AvexiUe,  and 

May, 
Fro  hoos  to  hons,  to  here  sondzy  talis\ 
That  Jankin  olerk,  and  my  gossib  dame 

Alis, 
And  I  my-self,  in-to  the  feldes  wente. 
Hyn  honsbond  was  at  London  al  that 

Lente;  550 

I  hadde  the  bettre  l^yser  far  to  pl^ye, 
And  for  to  see,  and  e^  for  to  be  seye 
Of  lusty  folk;  whatwistelwhermygraoe 
Was  shapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place? 
Therefore  I  made  my  visitaoioans,       553 
To  vigilies  and  to  prooessionns. 
To  preohing  eek  and  to  thise  pilgrimages, 
To  pleyes  of  mixaoles  and  manages, 
And  wered  npon  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes. 
Thise  wormes,  ne  thise  motthes,  ne  thise 

mytes,  560 

Upon  my  peril,  firete  hem  nerer  a  deel ; 
And  wostow  why?  for  they  were  used 

weeL 
Now  wol  I  tellen  forth  what  h^;iped  me. 
I  seye,  thai  in  the  feeldes  walked  we, 
Til  trewely  we  hadde  swich  dalianoe,  565 
This  derk  and  I,  that  of  my  purveyance 
I  spak  to  him,  and  seyde  him,  how  that  he, 
If  I  were  widwe,  sholde  wedde  me^ 


For  certexnly,  I  sey  for  no  bobonce. 
Yet  was  I  never  with-onten  pnrTeyance 
Of  manage,  n'of  othere  thinges  eek.     571 
I  holde  a  mouses  herte  nat  worth  a  leek, 
That  hath  bnt  oon  hole  for  to  sterte  to. 
And  if  that  ikille,  thanne  is  al  y-do. 
I  har  him  on  honde,  he  hadde  en- 
chanted me;  575 
My  dame  tanghte  me  that  sontiltee. 
And  eek  I  s^e,  I  mette  of  him  al  night; 
He  wolde  han  dayn  me  as  I  lay  up-right, 
And  al  my  bed  was  ftil  of  verray  blood, 
But  yet   I  hope  that   he  shal  do  me 

good;  5S0 

For  Uood  bitokeneth  gold,  as  me  was 

tanghth 
And  al  was  fals,  I  dremed  of  it  right 

naoght, 
Bnt  as  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  lore, 
As  wel  of  this  as  of  other  thinges  more. 
But  now  sir,  lat  ma  see,  what  I  shal 

s^yn?  585 

A !  ha !  by  god,  I  have  my  tale  ag^sm. 
Whan  that  my  Ibnrthe  honsbond  was 

on  here, 
I  weep  algate,  and  made  soiy  chere. 
As  wyves  moten,  for  it  is  usage, 
And  with   my  coverchiaf  covered  my 

visage;  590 

Bat  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 
I  weep  bnt  smal,  and  that  I  nndertake. 
To  chirohe  was  myn  honsbond  bom 


With  neighebores,  that  for  him  maden 


And  Jankin  onre  clerk  was  oon  of  tho.  595 
As  help  me   god,  whan  that  I  sangh 

him  go 
After  the  bera,  me  thoughts  he  hadde  a 

•paire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  dene  and  faire. 
That  al  myn  herte  I  yaf  nn-to  his  hold. 
He  was,  I  trowe,  a  twenty  winter  old,  600 
And  I  was  fonrty,  if  I  shal  seye  sooth ; 
Bat  yet  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  tooth. 
Qat-tothed  I  was,  and  that  bicam  me 


I  hadde  the  prente  of  Ujd.%  Yenns  seeL 
As  help  me  god,  I  was  a  losty  oon,      605 
And  fidre  and  ziohe,  and  yong^  and  wel 
bigoon; 
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And  trewely,  aa  myne  lioasboiides  iolde 

me, 
I  had  the  beste  quottiam  mighte  be. 
For  oertes,  I  am  al  Yenerien  609 

In  fellnge,  and  myn  herte  is  ICaroien. 
Venna  me  yaf  my  Inat,  my  likercmsnene, 
And  Man  yaf  me  my  rtnzdy  haTdinenae. 
Hyn  aaoendent  waa  Tanr,  and  ICan  ther- 

inne. 
AUaa!  alias!  th«t  ever  love  was  sinne ! 
I  folwed  ay  myn  inolinaoioan  615 

By  verki  of  my  consteUaoionn ; 
That  made  me  I  ooode  noght  withdrawe 
Hy  ohambre  of  Venns  tcom.  a  good  felawe. 
Yet  have  I  Kartes  mark  np-on  mj  fkce, 
And  also  in  another  privee  plaoa.         6ao 
For,  god  so  -wis  be  my  savaoioan, 
I  ne  loved  never  by  no  discrecioon, 
Bat  ever  folwede  myn  »ppetyt, 
Al  were  he  short  or  long,  or  blak  or 

whyt; 
I  took  no  kepe,  so  that  he  lyked  ma,    6^5 
How  pore  he  was,  ne  eek  of  yrbaX  degree. 
What  sholde  Iseye,  bat,  at  the  monthes 

ende, 
This  joly  dark  Jankin,  that  was  so  hands, 
Hath  wedded  me  with  greet  solempnitee, 
And  to  him  yaf  I  al  the  lond  and  lee  6so 
That  ever  was  me  yeven  ^er-bifbre ; 
But  afterward  repented  me  itd  sore. 
He  nolde  saffire  nothing  of  my  list. 
By  god,  he  smoot  me  ones  on  the  list, 
For  that  I  rente  oat  of  his  book  aleef;  635 
That  of  the  strook  myn  ere  wez  al  deefl 
Stibom  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse. 
And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  jangtorciso. 
And  walke  I  wolde,  as  I  had  doon  bifcnn, 
From  hoos  to  hoos,  al-thoogh  he  had  it 

sworn.  640 

For  which  he  often  tymes  wolda  preche, 
And  me  of  olde  Bomayn  gestes  teohe. 
How  he,  Simplicios  Gallas,  lefte  his  wyf, 
.  And  hir  forsook  for  terme  of  al  his  lyf , 
Noght  bat  for  open-heeded  he  hir  say  645 
Lokinge  oat  at  his  dore  npon  a  day. 

Another  Bomayn  tolde  he  me  byname. 
That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  aomerea  game 
With-oate  hia  witing,  he  forsook  hir  eke. 
And  than  wolde  he  ap-on  hia  Bible  aeke 
That  ilke  proverbe  of  SV^olasiaate,  651 
Wher  he  oomandeth  and  foplwdeth  £Mte, 


Man  ahal  nat  sattn  hia  wyf  go  roole 

aboate; 
Than  wolde  he  aeye  right  thos,  with- 
oaten  doate, 

"  Who-so  that  baildeth  his  hoas  al  of 
aalwea,  ^5 

And  priketh  hia  Uinde  hora  over  the 
fUwea, 

And  aoifireth  hia  wyf  to  go  aeken  halwes, 

la  wotrthy  to  been  hanged  09  the  gal- 
weal" 
Bat  al  for  noght,  I  aette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  hia  proverbea  n'of  hia  olde  aawe,      660 
Ne  I  wcdde  nat  of  him  oorreoted  be. 
I  hate  him  that  my  vioea  telleth  me. 
And  so  do  mo,  god  woot !  of  as  than  I. 
This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  oatrely ; 
I  nolde  noght  fbrbere  him  in  no  cas.    665 

Now  wok  I  seye  yow  sooth,  by  seint 
Thomas, 
Why  that  I  rente  oat  of  his  book  a  leef, 
JPor  whldh  he  smoot  me  so  that  I  was 
deef. 

HehaddeabodL  tiiat  gladly,  night  and 
day. 
For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway.  <^ 
He  oleped  it  Valerie  and  Theofiraste^'     ''         t 
At  whidie  book  he  loogh  alwey  tal  faste. 
And  eek  ther  was  aom-tyme  a  clerk  at 

Bome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  agayn  Jovinian ;      675 
In  whiohe  book  eek  ther  waa  Tertalan, 
Oriaippoa,  Trotala,  and  Helowya, 
That  waa  abbease  nat  fer  tto  Parys ; 
And  eek  the  Parablee  of  Salomon, 
Ovydea  Art,  and  bokea  many  00,         680 
And  alle  thiae  wer  boanden  in  o  volame. 
And  evexy  night  and  day  waa  hia  castame. 
Whan  he  had  leyaer  and  vaoacioan 
Ftom  other  worldly  oooapaoioan,         684 
To  reden  on  thia  book  of  wikked  wyvea. 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendea  and  lyves 
Than  been  of  gode  wyvea  in  the  Bible. 
For  trosteth  wel,  it  ia  an  impoasible 
That  any  clerk  wol  speke  good  of  wyvea, 
Bat-ifitbeofholyaeintealyvea,  690 

Ne  of  noon  other  womman  never  the  mo, 
Who  peyntede  the  leoan,  tel  me  who  ? 
By  god,  if  wommen  hadde  wxiten  atoriea, 
As  olMket  haa  irHh-inne  hir  oratories, 
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They  "wolde  ban  'wxiten  of  men  mare 

-wikkedneese  695 

Than  all  the  mark  of  Adam  may  redroaoo. 
The  children  of  Merourie  and  of  Yeniui 
Been  in  hir  wirking  ftil  oontrarions ; 
Hercnrio  loveth  -wisdom  and  science, 
And  Yenns  loveth  ryot  and  dispence.  700 
And,  for  hir  diverse  disposicionn, 
Soh  iUleth  in  otherea  exaltaoioon ; 
And  thus,  god  woot !  Mereorie  is  desdiat 
In  Pisces,  wher  Venus  is  exaltat ; 
And   Venus   falleth   ther   Meronzie    ia 

reysed;  705 

Therfore  no  womman  of  no  olerk  ispreysed. 
The  derk,  whan  he  is  old,  and  may  noght 

do 
Of  Venus  -werkes  -worth  his  dde  sho, 
Than  sit  he  donn,  and  writ  in  his  dotaga 
That  wommen  can  nat  kepe  hir  mariage ! 

Bnt  now  to  pnrpos,  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  I  was  beten  for  a  book,  pardee.    fi7 
Up-on  a  night   Jankin,  that  wai   oar 

?yre, 
Bedde  on  his  book,  as  he  sat  by  iha  tyr^ 
Of  Eva  first,  that,  for  hir  wikkedneese. 
Was  al  mankinde  bro^t  to  wrecched- 

nesse,  7x6 

F6r  which  that  Jesn  Crist  hinMelf  was 

slayn, 

That  boghte  ns  with  his  herte-bkx>d  agayn. 

Lo,  here  ezpres  of  womman  may  ye  finde. 

That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  mankinde. 

Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  loste 

hisheres,  721 

Slepinge,  his  lemman  kitte  bam  with  hir 

shores; 
Thorgh  whiohe  tresoon  loste  he  botbe 

his  yen. 
Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen, 
Of  Herooles  and  of  his  Dianyre,  715 

That  cans^  him  to  sette  himself  a^fyze. 
HHihing  forgat  he  the  penannoe  and 

wo 
That  Sooxates  had  with  hise  wyves  two ; 
How  Xantippa  caste  pissanp^n  his  heed ; 
This  sely  man  sat  stille,  as  he  w«re  deed ; 
He  wyped  his  heed,  namece  donta  he  s^yn 
But  **er  that  thonder  stints,  oomth  a 

reyn.»»  732 

Of  Phasipha,  that  wm  the  gnaae  of 

Crete, 


For  shrewednasie,  him  thooghte  the  tale 

swete; 
¥y  I  spek  na>more — ^it  is  a  grisly  thing — 
Of  hir  horrible  lost  and  hir  lyking.      736 

Of  Clitemistra,  for  hir  leoherye, 
That  flalsly  made  hir  honsbond  for  to  dye, 
He  redde  it  with  ftd  good  devooionn. 

He  tolde  me  eek  for  what  oooasionn  740 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loste  his  lyf ; 
Myn  hoosbond  hadde  alegende  of  his  wyf, 
Eriphilem,  that  for  an  cache  of  gold 
Hath  prively  on-to  the  Grekes  told 
Wher  that  hir  hoosbonde  hidde  him  in  a 

place,  7iS 

9ar  whioh  he  hadde  at  Thebas  sory  grace. 

Of  ItymA  tolda  he  me,  and  of  Lao3^ 
Th^  bothe  made  hir  hoosbondes  for  to 

dyej 
That  oon  for  lore,  that  other  was  for 

hate; 
JjymA  hir  hoosbond,  on  an  even  late,  750 
Empoowmed  hath,  for  that  she  was  his  fo. 
Looya,  likeroos^  loved  hir  hoasbond  so. 
That,  for  he  sholdealway  ap-on  hir  thinke, 
She  yaf  him  swich  a  manor  love-drinke. 
That  ha  was  deed,  er  it  were  by  the 

morwe;  755 

And  thos  algates  hoasbondes  ban  sorwe. 
Than  tolde  he  me,  how  oon  Latamios 
Compleg^ned  to  his  felawe  Azrias, 
That  in  his  gardin  growed  swich  a  tree, 
On  -niiidi,  he  soyde,  how  that  his  wyves 

three  760' 

Hanged  hem-aelf  for  herte  deapxtoas. 
"  O  leve  brother,"  qood  this  Arrios, 
"Tif  me  a  plante  of  thilke  blined  tree, 
And  in  my  gardin  planted  shal  it  be  1  *' 
Of  latter  data,  of  wyves  hath  he  red. 
That  somme  ban  daynhir  hoasbondes  in 

hirbed,  766 

And  lete  hir  leohoar  dighte  hir  al  the 

night 
Whyl  that  the  oorpa  lay  in  the  floor  np- 

xight. 
And  somme  hen  drive  ns^les  in  hir  brayn 
Whyl  thatth^yalepte,  and  thos  they  ban 

hem  slayn.  770 

Semme  ban  hem  yeve  poyseon  in  hir 

dzinkek 
He  spak  mora  harm   than  herte  may 
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And  tber-with-al,  he  Jknew  of  mo  pxo- 

▼Qrbes 
Than  in  thii  world  ther  giowen  gras  or 

herbes. 
"  Bet  is,"  quod  he,  "  thyn  habitaoionn  775 
Be  with  a  leonn  or  a  fool  dragoon, 
Than  with  a  womman  nsinge  for  to  chyde. 
Bet  IB,"  qnod  he,  "  hye  in  the  roof  abyde 
Than  with  an  angry  wyf  doon  in  the 

hoos; 
They  been  so  wikked  and  contrarioos ;  7S0 
They  haten  that  hir  honsbondea  loveth 

ay." 
He  seyde,  "a  womman  cast  hir  shame 

away, 
Whan  she  cast  of  hir  smok ; "  and  forther- 

mo, 
"  A  fair  womman,  bnt  she  be  chaa«t  also, 
Is  lyk  a  gold  ring  in  a  sowes  nose."  785 
Who  wolde  wenea,  or  who  wdlde  mppoee 
The  wo  that  in  myn  herte  was,  and  pyne  ? 
And  whan  I  sangh  he  wolde  neror  fyno 
To  reden  on  this  cursed  book  al  nighty 
Al  sodeynly  three  leves  have  t  plight  790 
Out  of  hiB  book,  right  aa  hd  radde,  and 

eke, 
I  with  my  fist  so  took  liim  on  the  oheke, 
That  in  oar  fyr  he  fll  bakward  adonn^ 
And  he  np-stirte  as  dooth  a  wood  leoon. 
And  with  his  fist  hd  smoot  me  on  the 

hwd,  755 

That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  t  were  deed. 
And  when  he  sangh  how  stille  that  I  Uiy, 
He  was  agast,  and  wolde  han  fled  his 

way. 
Til  atte  laste  out  of  my  swogh  I  br^yde : 
•'O!  hastow  sla^n  me,  fiiUse  theeff"  I 

■eyde,  800 

**  And  for  aay  land  thus  haitow  mordred 

me? 
£r  I  be  deed,  yet  wdll  kisse  thee." 
And  neer  he  cam,  and  kneled  faire 

adovm. 
And  seyde,  "  dere  snster  AUsotin,  804 
As  help  me  god,  I  shal  thee  nerer  smyte ; 
That  I  hare  doon,  it  is  thy-«elf  to  wyto. 
Foryeve  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  bisAe  " — 
Andyeteft'toneslhittehlmontheoheke, 
And  seyde,  "theef^  thns  mnohel  am  I 

wieke;  809 

Now  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  longer  speke." 


Bat  atte  laste,  with  mnohel  care  and  wo, 
We  fille  aoorded,  by  ns  selven  two. 
He  yaf  me  al  the  brydel  in  myn  bond 
To  han  the  governance  of  hons  and  lond. 
And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  hond  also,  815 
And  made  him  brenne  his  book  anon 

right  tha 
And  whan  that  I  hadde  geten  nn-to  me. 
By  maistrie,  al  the  soveraynetee. 
And  that  he  seyde,  "myn  owene  trewe 

wyf. 
Do  as  thee  lust  the  terme  of  al  thy  lyf, 
S^p  thyn  honour,  and  keep  eek  myn 

estaat" —  821 

AAer  that  day  we  hadden  never  debaat. 
Ood  help  me  so,  I  was  to  him  as  kinde 
As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  nn-to  Inde, 
And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  he  to  m&  825 
I  prey  to  god  that  sit  in  magestee, 
So  blesee  his  sonle,  for  his  mercy  dere  I 
Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  here.* 

Biholde  the  wordes  bitween  the 
Somonotir  and  the  Frere. 

'     '.    i,  ''•-'   ^  •  ^  L     '     ''      -'■  -'      (' 

Thb  Frere  longh,  w)ian  he  hadde  herd 
althis, 

*  Now,  dame,*  qnod  he, '  so  have  I  jpye  or 

blis,  850 

This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale ! ' 
And  whan  the  Somnonr  herde  the  Frere 

*  Lo  I  *  qnod  the  Somnoor,  *  goddes  armes 

two! 
A  firare  wol  entremette  him  ever-ma 
Ix>,  gode  men,  a  flye  and  eek  a  firere     835 
Wol  £Ule  in  every  dish  and  eek  matere. 
What  spekestow  of  preambolaoionn  ? 
What!  amble,  or  trotte,  or  pees,  or  go 

sit  doon; 
Thoa  lettest  onr  disport  in  this  manere.' 
*Ye,  woltow  so,  sir  Somnonr?'  quod 

the  Frere,  840 

*  Now,  by  my  feith,  I  shal,  er  that  I  go. 
Telle  of  a  Somnoor  swioh  a  tale  or  two. 
That  alle  the  folk  shal  langhen  in  this 


*Now  eUes,    Frere,   I   bashrewe   thy 
£Me,' 
Qood  this  Somnoor,  *  and  I  bishrewe  me, 
Bnt-if  I  telle  tales  two  or  three  846 
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Of  frena  er  I  c<nne  to  Sldingbome, 
That  Ishalmake  thyn  herte  for  to  moma; 
Eor  wel  I  woot  thy  paoienoe  is  goon.' 

Our  hoste  ozyde '  pees  I  and  that  anoon !' 

And  seyde,  *lat  the  womman  telle  hir 

tale.  851 

Te  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  been  of  ale. 


Do,  dame,  tel  forth  your  tale,  and  that 
is  best.' 
*  Al  redy,  sir,'  quod  she,  'right  as  yow 
lest, 
If  I  have  lioenoe  of  this  worthy  Frere.' 
'I^g,  dame,'  qnod  he,  *tel  forth,  and 
Iwolhare.'  <^»^,\t  Ss6 


Here  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  hir  Prologe. 


i^Ou. 


\\Mi  '*'^\  K^    ''^y  u  1  r  n  ^y  rvts|7at<i (4  , 


ra.M:,(, 


'^lUayl'r  ^  ^]^^L  ^^^ 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  WYF  OF  BATHE. 


Here  biglmieth  tiM  Tale  of  tlM  Wyf  of  Bathe. 


Ix  th'olde  dayes  of  the  king  Arthonr, 
Of  which   tiiat   Britons    q[>eken   greet 

honour, 
Al  was  this  land  Mfild  of  fayeiye.       859 
' '  'The  elf-qneen,  with  hir  joly  oompanye, 
Dannced  tal  ofte  in  many  a  grene  mede ; 
This  was  the  <dde  opinion,  as  I  rede. 
I  speke  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago ; 
Bat  now  can  no  man  see  none  elves  mo. 
For  now  the  grete  charitee  and  prayeres 
Of  limitonrs  and  othere  holy  freres.     (10) 
That  serohen  eyery  lond  and  every  streem, 
As^^hikke  as  motes  in  the  sonne-beem, 
Blessinge    halles,    ohambres,   kiohenes, 

y  bonres, 
Gite^  burghes,  castels,  hye  toores,     870 
Thropes,  hemes,  shipnes,  dayeiyes. 
This  maketh  that  ther  been  no  fayeryes. 
<  For  ther  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
/  Ther  walketh   now  the  Hmitonr  him- 

■df.v,,,  ..,,.;...,    ..,•.;,.:, 

In  undermelfiS  and  in  morwenmges,  8/5 
And  863^  his  matins  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  he  goth  in  his  limitaoioon.  (21) 

i  Wommen  may  go  sanfly  up  and  donn, 
)  In  every  bosh,  or  nnder  every  tree ; 
;  Ther  is  noon  other  ^ncnbns  bat  he,      880 
'.And  he  ne  wol  doon  hem  bat  dishonoar. 
And  so  bifel  it,  that  this  king  Arthoor 
'  Hadde  in  his  hoos  a  lqs<y  baoheler. 


That  on  a  day  cam  rydinge  firo  river ; 
And    happed  that,  allone  as   she   was 

bom,  V  \'iiA  (29)  885 

He  ssogh  a  masrde  waDdnge  him  bifom, 
Of  whiche  mayde  anon,  maogree  hir  h^, 
By  verray  force  he  rafte  hir  maydenheed ; 
For  which  oppi^essioon  was  swich  damoor 
And  swich  pursote  nn-to  the  king  Ar- 
thoor, 890 
That  dampned  was  this  knight  for  to  be 

deed 
By  ooors  of  lawe,  and  sholde  han  lost  his 

heed 
Fiaraventare,  swich  was  the  statnt  tho ; 
Bat  that  the  qaene  and  othere  ladies  mo 
'80  longe  preyeden  the  king'^graoe,   895 
111  he  his  lyf  him  graanted  in  the  place. 
And  3mf  him  to  the  qoene  al   at  hhr 

wille,  (41) 

To  chese,  whether  she  wolde  him  save  or 

s^lle. 
The  qnene  thanketh  the  king  with  al 

hir  might,  899 

And  after  this  thos  spak  she  to  the  knight, 
Whan  that  she  saogh  hir  tyme,  ap-on  a 

day: 
*Tlioa  standest  yet,'  qaod  she,  'in  swich 

array, 
That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  saretee. 
I  grante  thee  lyf;  if  thoa  canst  tellen  mm 
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What  thing  is  it  that  wommen  most 

desyren?  905 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nekke-boon  firom 

yren.  (50) 

And  if  thoa  oanst  nat  teUen  it  an(m, 
Yet  wol  I  yeve  thee  leve  for  to  gon 
A  twelf-month  and  a  day,  to  seche  and 

lere 
An  answere  Boffiflant  in  this  matere.    910 
And  soretee  wol  I  han,  er  that  thou  pace, 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  place.* 
Wo  was  this  knight  and  sorweMly  he 

syketh; 
Bat  what !  he  may  nat  do  al  as  him  lyketh. 
And  at  the  laste,  he  chees  him  for  to 

wende,  915 

And  oome  agayn,  right  at  the  yeres  ende, 
With  Bwich  answere  as  god  wolde  him 

porv^e ;  (61) 

And  taketh  his  leve,  and  wendeth  forth 

his  weye. 
He  seketh  every  hons  and  evexy  plaee, 
Wher-as  he  hopeth  for  to  finde  grace,  930 
To  leme,  what   thing   wommen   loven 

most; 
Bat  he  ne  eeade  anyven  in  no  cost, 
Wher-as  he  mighte  finde  in  this  mistere 
Two  oreatares  aeoordinge  in-fere. 
Sommei  seyde,   wommen   loven    best 

xiohesse,  925 

Somme^seyde,  honour,  somme  seyde,  joly- 

nesse;  (70) 

Somme,  riche  array,  somme  seyden,  last 

abedde. 
And  ofle  tyme  to  be  widwe  and  wedde. 
SommiO)  seyde,  that   oar  hertes  been 

moetesed, 
Whan  that  we  been  y-flatered  and  y- 

plesed.  930 

He  gooth  ftil  ny  the  soth«,  I  wol  nat  lye ; 
A  man  shal  winne  as  best  with  fli^teiye^ 
And  with  attendance,  and  with  bisiiiefil^ 
Been  we  y-lymed,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
And  somme  seyn,  how  that  we  loven 

best  935 

For  to  be  f^rae,  and  dorig^t  as  as  lest,  (80) 
And  that  no  man  repreve  as  of  oar  vyoe. 
Bat  seye  that  we  be  wyse,  and  no-thing 

nyoe.  y^^Xy 
Fortrewely,  therisnoonofosalle,     939 
If  any  wif^t  wol  clawe  as  on  the  galle. 


That  we  nil  kike,  for  he  seith  as  sooth ; 
Assay,  and  he  shal  finde  it  that  so  dooth. 
For  be  we  never  so  vicious  with-inne. 
We  wol  been  holden  wyse,  and  dene  of 
sinne. 
And  somme  seyn,  that  greet  delyt  han 
we  (89)  945 

For  to  ben  holden  stable  and  eek  secree. 
And  in  o  purpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle, 
And  nat  biwreye  thing  that  men  us  telle. 
But  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele ; 
Pardee,  we  wommen  oonne  no-thing  hele ; 
Witnesse  on  Mydaj  wol  ye  here  the  tale  ? 
Oyyde,  amonges  othere  thinges  smale, 
Seyde,  Itfyda  hadde,  under  his  longe  heres, 
Ghrowinge  up-on  his  heed  two  asses  eres. 
The  whiche  vyce  he  hidde,  as  he  best 
mighte,  955 

Ful  subtilly  from  every  mannes  sighte. 
That,  save  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it  na- 
me. (lOl) 

He  loved  hir  most,  and  trusted  hir  also ; 
He  preyede  hir,  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure.         960 
She  swoor  him  '  nay,  for  al  this  world 

to  winne. 
She  nolde  do  that  vileinye  or  sinne, 
Tomakehir  housbondhan  so  foul  a  name ; 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owene  shame.' 
Bat  nathelees,  hir  thoughte  that  she  dyde, 
That  she  so  longe  sholde  a  conseU  hyde ; 
Hir  thoughte  it  swal  so  sore  aboute  hir 

herte,  (m) 

That  nedely  som  word  hir  moste  asterte ; 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doun  to  a  mar^^  &ste  by  she  ran ;     970 
Til  she  came  there,  hir  herte  wa*  a-fyre, 
IfAnd,  as  a  bitore  bombleth  in  the  myre, 
She  leyde  hir  mouth  un-to  the  water  doun : 
*  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 

soun,»  (118)  974 

Quod  she,  '  to  thee  I  telle  it,  and  name ; 
Mjrn  housbond  hath  longe  asses  eres  two  I 
Kow  is  mjrn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  oute ; 
I  mighte  no  longer  kepe  it,  out  of  doute.* 
Heer  may  ye  se,  thogh  we  a  tyme  abyde, 
Tet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  conseU  hyde ; 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  wol  here, 
Bedeth  Ovyde,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere.    - 
This  knight,  of  which  my  tale  is  spe- 
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Whan  that  he  saogh  he  mighte  nat  come 

therby, 
This  is  to  seye,  what  wommen  loven  moost, 
With-inne  his  brest  Ail  sorwefdl  was  the 

goost;  (130)  986 

But   hoom   he   gooth,    he    znighte   nat 

sojonme. 
The  day  was  oome,  that  hooznward  moste 

hetonme, 
And  in  his  wey  it  happed  him  to  ryde, 
In  al  this  care,  nnder  a  forost-syde,     990 
Wher-as  he  saugh  up-on  a  daonce  go 
Of  ladies  foure  and  twenty,  and  yet  mo ; 
Toward  the  whiche  daonoe  he  drow  ftil 

yeme, 
In  hope  that  som  wisdom  sholde  he  leme. 
Bnt  certeinly,  er  he  came  itdly  there,  995 
Vanisshed  was  this  daunce,  he  niste  where. 
No  creatnre  sangh  he  that  bar  lyf,  (141) 
Save  on  the  grene  he  sangh  sittinge  a  wyf ; 
A  fonlor  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyse. 
Agayn  the  knight  this  olde  wyf  gan  ryse, 
And  s^e,  *  sir  knight,  heer-forth  ne  lyth 

no  wey.  looi 

Tel  me,  what  that  ye  seken,  by  yoor  fey? 
Paraventnre  it  may  the  bettre  be ; 
Thise  olde  folk  can  mnchel  thing,'  qnod 

she. 
*My  leye  mooder,*  qnod  this  knight 

certejrn,  1005 

*  I  nam  bnt  deed,  bnt-if  that  I  can  seyn 
What  thing  it  is  that  wommen  most 

desyre;  ^^  (151) 

Conde  ye  me^^lsse,  I  wolde  wel  qnyte 
jronr  hyre.* 
*  Plight  me  thy  tronthe,  heer  in  myn 
hand,*  qnod  she, 

*  The  nexte  thing  that  I  reqnere  thee,  loio 
Thon  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy  might ; 
And  I  wol  telle  it  yow  er  it  be  night.* 

-    s  *  Have  heer  my  tronthe,*  qnod  the  knight, 
t  *  I  grante.' 

*llianne,*  qnod  she,  'I  dar  me  wel 
ayante,  1014 

Thy  lyf  is  sanf,  for  I  wol  stonde  therby, 
Up-on  my  lyf,  the  qneen  wol  seye  as  I. 
Lat  see  which  is  the  prondeste  of  hem 
aUe,  (161) 

That  wereth  on  a  ooverchief  or  a  oalle, 
That  dar  seye  nay,  of  that  I  sbal  thee 
teche; 


Lat  ns  go  forUi  withK>nten  lenger  speche.* 
Tho  r(nt2MfifBne  aj^pistel  in  his  ere,  loai 
And  bad  him  to  be  glad,  and  have  no 

fere. 
Whan  they  be  oomen  to  the  oonrt,  this 

knight 
Seyde,   ^he  had  holde   his    day,  as  he 

hadde  hight, 
And  redy  was  his  answere,*  as  he  sayde. 
Fnl   many  a  noble  wyf,  and   many   a 

mayde,  (170)  1026 

And  many  a  widwe,  for  that  they  ben 

wyse. 
The  qnene  hir-self  sittinge  as  a  jnstyse, 
Assembled  been,  his  answere  for  to  here ; 
And  afterward   this   knight   was   bode  - 

appere.  1050 

To  eveiy  wight  comanded  was  silence. 
And  that   the   knight   sholde   telle   in 

andienoe, 
What  thing  that  worldly  wommen  loven 


This  knight  ne  stood  nat  stille  as  doth 

abest, 
Bnt  to  his  qnestionn  anon  answerde  1035 
With  manly  Toys,  that  al  the  conrt  it 

herde :  (180) 

*  My  lige  lady,  generally,*  qnod  he, 
^  Wommen  deegpen  to  have  y>vereyntee 
As  wel  over  hir  honsbond  as  hir  love. 
And  for  to  been  in  maistrie  him  above ; 
This  is  yonr  moste  deayr,  thogh  ye  me 

kiUe,  1041 

Doth  as  yow  list,  I  am  heer  at  yoor  wille.* 

In  al  the  conrt  ne  was  ther  wyf  ne 

mayde, 
Ke  widwe,  that  oontraried  that  he  sayde, 
Bnt  seyden,  *he  was  worthy  ban   his 

lyfl'  I045 

And  with  that  word  up  stirte  the  olde 

wjf,  (190) 

Which  that  the  knight  sangh  sittinge  in 

the  grene: 
*  Mercy,'  qnod  she,   *my  sovereyn  lady 

qnene! 
£r  that  yonr  oonrt  departe,  do  me  ri^t. 
I  tanghte  this  answere  xm-to  the  kni^t; 
For  which  he  pUghte  me  his  ~&oaihe 

there,  IQ51 

The  firste  thing  I  wolde  of  him  reqnere, 
He  wolde  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  mi^^t. 
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Bifore  the  oouzt  than  preye  I  thee,  sir 

knight,* 
Qood  flhe,  *■  that  thoa  me  take  nn-to  thy 

laii  1055 

For  wel  then  west  that  I  have  kept  thy 

If  I  sey  fak,  aey  nay,  np-on  thy  fey !  * 
This   knight    angwerde,    *  alias!    and 

weylawey ! 
I  woot  right  wel  that  swioh  was   my 

biheste.  1059 

For  goddes  love,  as  chees  a  newe  reqaeste ; 
Tak  al  my  good,  and  lat  my  body  go.' 
*Nay  than,'  qnod  she,  *I  shrewe  ns 

bothe  two! 
For  thogh  that  I  be  fonl,  and  old,  and 

pore, 
I  nolde  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  ore, 
That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lyth  above, 
Bnt-if  thy  wyf  I   were,   and  eek  thy 

love.'  (jio)  1066 

*  ICy  love? '  qnod  he ;  *  nay,  my  damp- 

naoionn  1 
Alias !  that  any  of  my  naoiovm 
Sholde  ever  so  foole  dispcoaged  be ! ' 
But  al  for  noght,  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 
Oonstr^yned  was,  he  nedes  moste  hir 

wedde ;  1071 

And  taketh  his  olde  wyf,  and  gooth  to 

bedde. 
Now  wolden  som  men  s^e,  paraventnre, 
That,  for  my  neoligenoe,  I  do  no  onre 
To  tellen  yow  the  joye  and  al  th'array 
That  at  the  feste  was  that  ilke  day.    (2 jo) 
To  whiohe- thing  shortly  answere  I  shal ; 
I  seye,  ther  nas  no  joye  ne  feste  at  al, 
Ther  nas  bat  hevinesse  and  mnohe  sorwe ; 
For  prively  he  wedded  hir  on  a  morwe. 
And  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  onle ; 
So  wo  was  him,  his  wyf  looked  so  foole. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knight  hadde  in 

his  thoght. 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  a-bedde  y- 

brpght ;  1084 

He  walweth,  and  he  tnmeth  to  and  fro. 
His  olde  W3rf  lay  smylinge  evermo,     (230) 
And  seyde,  *  o  dere  honsbond,  ben^cUe  I 
Fareth  every  knight  thns  with  his  wyf 

as  ye? 
Is  this  the  lawe  of  king  Arthnres  hons? 
Is  every  knight  of  his  so  dangerous?  1090 


I  am  your  owene  love  and  eek  your  wyf; 
I  am  she,  which  that  saved  hath  your  lyf ; 
And  certes,  yet  dide  I  yow  never  unright ; 
Why  fareyethus  with  me  this  flrste  night? 
Ye  £ftren  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit ;  1095 
What  is  my  gilt?  for  godd's  love,  tel 
me  it,  (340) 

And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 

*  Amended  ? '  quod  this  knight,  *  alias ! 

nay,  nay  I 
It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo! 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  old  also,    iioo 
And  ther-to  oomen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde. 
That  litel  wonder  is,  thogh  I  walwe  and 

winde. 
So  wolde  god  myn  herte  wolde  breste  I ' 

*  Is  this,'  quod  she,  *  the  oause  of  your 

unreste?'  1104 

'  Ye,  certainly,'  quod  he,  *  no  wonder  is.' 

*  Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  I  ooude  amende 

al  this,  (a5o) 

If  that  me  liste,  er  it  were  dayes  three. 
So  wel  ye  mighte  here  yow  xm-to  me. 

'  But  for  ye  speken  of  swich  gentiUesBe"^  '^^  .^«  >.  ,^^< 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  riohesse,     iiip  *\'^> 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gentil  men,    1  ^^4.  <  <i 
Swioh  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hen.        '-^''^Ci«,' 
Loke  who  that  is  most  vertuous  alway, 
Privee  and  apert,  and  most  entendeth  ay 

Eo  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can,     1115 
nd   tak  him  for  the   grettest   gentil 
man.  {260) 

Crist  wol,  we  dayme  of  him  our  gentU- 


Kat  of  our  eldres  for  hir  old  riohesse.  i 

For  thogh  they  yeve  us  al  hir  heritage. 
For  which  we  clayme  to  been  of  heigh 

parage,  iiao 

Yet  may  they  nat  biquethe,  for  no-thing. 
To  noon  of  us  hir  vertuous  living, 
That  made  hem  gentil  men  y-called  be ; 
And  bad  us  folwen  hen^-in  swich  degree. 

C  Wel  can  the  wyse  poete  of  Florence, 
That  highte  Pant,  speken  in  this  sentence; 
Lo  in  swich  maner  rym  is  Dantes  tale : 
"Ful  selde  up  ryseth  by  his  branches 

smale  (27^)  iiaS 

Prowesse  of  man ;  for  god,  of  his  good- 

nesse, 
Wol  that  of  him  we  clayme  our  gentil- 

lesse;"  1130 
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For   of    our   eldres   may    we    no-thing 

dayme  1131 

Bat  temporal  thing,  that  man  may  hnrte 

andmayme. 
^  Eek  every  wight  wot  this  as  wel  aa  I, 
If  gentillesse  were  planted  natnrelly 
Un-to  a  certejm  linage,  donn  the  lyne, 
Privee  ne  apert,  than  wolde  they  never 

fyne  (280)  1136 

To  doon  of  gentillesse  the  faire  of^^ce ; 
They  mighte  do  no  vileinye  or  vyce. 

Tak  fyr,  and  ber  it  in  the  derkeste  hona 
Bitwix  this  and  the  mount  of  Caucasus, 
And  lat  men  shette  the  dores  and  go 

thenne;  114 1 

Tet  wol  the  fyr  as  faire  lye  and  brenne, 
Astwenty  thousandmen  mighte  itbiholde ; 
His  office  natnrel  ay  wol  it  holde. 
Up  peril  of  my  lyf,  til  that  it  dye,       1145 
^  Heer  may  3^  see  wel,  how  that  genterye 
Is  nat  annexed  to  possessionn,  (391) 

Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  operacioon 
Alwey,  as  dooth  the  fyr,  lo !  in  his  kinde. 
For,  god  it  woot,  men  may  wel  often  finde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  vileinsre ;  1151 
And  he  that  wol  han  pr3r8  of  his  gentrye 
For  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hons, 
And  hadde  hise  eldres  noble  and  vertnons, 
And  nil  him-selven  do  no  gentil  dedis,  1155 
Ne  folwe  his  gentil  atmcestre  that  deed  is. 
He  nis  nat  gentil,  be  he  dnk  or  erl ;   (301) 
For  vileyns  sinfhl  dedes  noake  a  oherl. 
For  gentillesse  nis  bat  renomee  1159 

Of  thyne  aonoestres,  for  hir  heigh  boontee, 
Which  is  a  strange  thing  to  thy  peisone. 
Thy  gentillesse  cometh  fro  god  allone ; 
Than  oomth  oar  verray  gentillesse  of  grace. 
It  was  no-thing  biqaethe  ns  with  oar  plaoa 
^Thenketh  how  noble,  as  seith  Valerias, 
Was  thilke  Tallias  Hostilias,     (310)  1166 
That  oat  of  povert  roos  to  heigh  noblesse. 
Bedeth  Senek,  and  redeth  eek  BoSce, 
Ther  shal  ye  seen  expres  that  it  no  drede  is. 
That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gentil  dedis ; 
And  therfore,  leve  hoosbond,  I  thas  con- 

clade,  1 171 

Al  were  it  that  myne  aonoestres  were  rade, 
Yet  may  the  hye  god,  and  so  hope  I, 
Ghsnte  me  grace  to  liven  vertuoasly.  1174 
Thanne  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  biginne 
To  liven  vertaoasly  and  weyve  sinne.  (320) 


SAnd  ther-as  ye  of  povert  me  repreve, 
The  hye  god,  on  whom  that  we  bileve, 
In  wilfal  povert  chees  to  live  his  lyf.  1179 
And  certes  every  man,  masrden,  or  wyf. 
May  anderstonde  that  Jesos,  heven&ldng, 
Ne  wolde  nat  oheee  a  vioioas  living. 
Glad  povert  is  an  honest  thing,  oerteyn ; 
This  wol  Senek  ai^d  othere  clerkes  seyn. 
Who-so  that  liaft  tiiitt  payd  of  his  poverte, 
I  holde  him  riohe,  al  hadde  he  nat  a 

sherte.  (330)  1186 

He  that  coveyteth  is  a  povre  wight. 
For  he  wolde  han  that  is  nat  in  his  might. 
Bathe  that  noght  hath,  ne  coveyteth^ave, 
Is  riche,  al-thoagh  ye  holde  him  bat  a 

knave.  1190 

'Verray  povert,  it  singeth  proprely ; 
Javenal  seith  of  povert  merily : 
**The  povre  man,  whan  he  goth  by  the 

weye, 
Bifore  the  theves  he  may  singe  and  pleye." 
Povertishateftilgood,and,asIgeflse,  1195 
Aftilgreetbringeroatofbisinesse;  (3^6^ 
A  greet  amender  eek  of  sapience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  paoienoe^^^^ 
Povert  is  this,  al-thoagh  it  seme  olenge : 
PossesBJonn,  that  no  wight  wol  ohalenge. 
Povert  fal  ofte,  whan  a  man  is  lowe,  laoi 
Make^'hfs  god  and  eek  him-selfto  knowe, 
Povert  a  spectacte  is,  as  thinketh  me, 
Thorgh  which  he  may  his  verray  Arendes 

see. 
And  therfore,  sire,  sin  that  I  noght  yow 

greve,  laog 

Of  my  povert  na-more  ye  me  repreva  (350) 

^  Now,  sire,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me ; 
And  certes,  sire,  thogh  noon  aaotoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honoor 
Seyn  that  men  sholde  an  old  wight  doon 

fitvoar,  laio 

And  depe  him  fkder,  for  yonr  gentillesse ; 
And  aactoars  shal  I  finden,  as  I  gesse. 
*"  Now  ther  ye  803^0,  that  I  am  foal  and  old, 
Than  drede  yoa  noght  to  been  a  cokewold ; 
For  filthe  and  elde,  al-so  mote  I  thee,  1215 
Been  grete  wardeyns  ap-on  chastitee.  (360) 
Bat  nathelees,  sin  I  knowe  yonr  delyt, 
I  shal  fhlfille  yoar  worldly  appetyK 
'Chees  now,'  qaod  she,  *oon  of  thise 

thinges  tweye,  1219 

Tp  han  me  foal  and  old  til  that  I  deye, 
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!  And  be  to  yow  a  trewe  humble  "wyf, 
And  never  yow  displese  in  al  my  lyf, 
Or  elles  ye  wol  ban  me  yong  and  f^ 
And  take  yonr  aventore  of  the  i^'p^'%a4 
tThat  sbal  be  to  your  hooB,  by-catue  of  me, 
Or  in  tfom  other  ph&ce,  may  wel  be.    (370) 
JN'ow  chees  yonr-ielyen,  whether  that  yow 
'        lyketh.* 

Thin   knight   avyseth  him  and   sore 
syketh, 
Bat  atte  laste  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  Hy  lady  and  my  love,  and  wyf  00  dere, 
I  pat  me  in  yoor  wyse  governance ;    123 1 
Cheaeth  yonr-gelf,  which  may  be  most 

plesance, 
And  moet^  honour  to  yow  and  me  also. 
I  do  no  fbrs  the  whether  of  the  two ; 
For  as  yow  lyketh,  it  soffiseth  me.'      1235 
*  Thanne  have  I  gete  of  yow  maistxye,' 
quod  she,  (380) 

*  Sin  I  may  chese,  and  goveme  as  me  lest  ? ' 

'  Ye,  certes,  wy^'  quod  he,  *  I  holde  it 

best.* 
^Kis  me,'  quod  she,  *  we  be  no  longer 
wrothe ;  1339 

For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow  bothe. 
This  is  to  seyn,  ye,  bothe  fair  and  good. 
I  prey  to  god  that  I  mot  sterven  wood, 


But  I  to  yow  be  al-so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf,  sin  that  the  worid  was 

newe. 
And,  but  I  be  to-mom  as  fair  to  sene  1245 
As  any  lady,  emperyoe,  or  queue,       (390) 
That  is  bitwise  the  est  and  eke  the  west, 
Doth  with  my  lyf  and  deeth  right  as  yow 

lest 
Cast  up  the  curtin,  loke  how  that  it  is.' 
And  whan  the  knight  saugh  verraily  al 

this,  1250 

That  she  so  fjedr  was,  and  so  yong  ther-to. 
For  joye  he  hente  hir  in  his  armes  two, 
[|Hi8  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse ; 
A  thousand  tyme   a-rewe  he  gan   hir 

kisse. 
And  she  obeyed  him  In  every  thing     1255 
That  mighte  doon  him  plesance  or  lyking. 
And  thus  they  live,  un-to  hir  lyves 

ende,  •     (401) 

In  parfit  joye  ]  and  Jesu  Grist  us  sendo 
( Housbondes  meke,  ^onge,  and  firesshe  Sr 
';        bedde,     ^^Ti.^/  "59 

/And  grace  t'overbyae  hem  that  we  wedde. 
And  eek  I  preye  Jesu  shorte  hir  lyves 
That  wol  nat  be  governed  by  hir  wyvee ; 
And  olde  and  angry  nigardes  of  dispence, 
Gk>d  sende  hem  sone  verray  pestilence. 


Here  endeth  the  Wyvea  Tale  of  Bathe. 


THE    FRIAR'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of 

THi8worthylimitour,thisnobl^rere,  1265 
He  made  alwey  a  manor  louring  chore 
Upon  the  Somnour,  but  for  honestee 
No  vileyns  word  as  yet  to  him  spak  he. 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  un-to  the  Wyf, 
^Dame,'  quod  he,  *god  yeve  yow  right 
good  lyf!  1270 

Ye  han  heer  touched,  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
In  scole-matere  greet  diffiooltee ; 


the  Freres  tale. 

Ye  han  seyd  muchel  thing  right  wel,  I 
soye;  (9) 

But  dame,  here  as  we  ryden  by  the  weye, 
Us  nedeth  nat  to  spoken  but  of  game,  1275 
And  lote  auctoriteos,  on  goddes  name, 
To  preching  and  to  scole  eek  of  dergye. 
But  if  it  lyke  to  this  companye, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somnour  telle  a  game.  1279 
Pardee,  3^0  may  wel  knowe  l^  the  name, 
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HhaJb  of  a    somnour  may  no  good  be 

sayd; 
I  praye  that  noon  of  yon  be  yvel  apayd. 
A  flomnonr  is  a  renner  np  and  donn 
With  m^dements  for  fomioacionn,    (20) 
And  is  y$et'  at  every  tonnes  ende.'     1285 
Onr  host  tho  spak,  *a!  sire,  ye  sholde 

be  hende 
And  enrteys,  as  a  man  of  yonr  estaat ; 
In  companye  we  wol  have  no  debStoH*" 
Teileth  yonr  tale,  and  lat  the  Somnonr 

be.» 


*Kay,'  qnod  the  Sonmgor,  *lat  him 
seye  to  me  1390 

What  so  him  list;  whanitcomthtomylot, 
By  god,  I  shal  him  fl^gten  every  grot 
I  shal  him  tellen  wh^ElTgreet  honour  (39) 
It  is  to  be  a  flateringe  limitoor ;     [T.  6876 
And  his  o£^ce  I  shal  him  telle,  y-wis.' 

[T.6879 
Our  host  answerde,  *pees,  na-more  of 
this.'  1396 

And  after  this  he  aeyde  nn-to  the  Frere, 
*  Tel  forth  yonr  tale,  leve  maister  deero.' 


O.       f^  f       I     ^f  ..  i       Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Frere. 


^^Jt/WAM*.    ^^ 


^n 


^UMittLu^  6UY<.u.it J  .".: Ait  uivUJ  i<^i\ci  ^tM</  tc  iu  ia*^( . 


THE    FRERES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Freret  tale. 


^  WnUiOM  ther  was  dwellinge  in  my  contree 
An  erohedeken,  a  man  of  heigh  degree, 
That  boldely  dide  exeonoioon  i^oi 

In  pnnisshinge  of  fomicaoioon. 
Of  wiochecraft,  and  eek  of  baadeiye, 
Of  diffiunacioon,  and  avontrye. 
Of  chirohe-reves,  and  of  testaments,   1305 
Of  contractes,  and  of  lakke  of  sacraments, 
And  eek  of  many  another  manor  cxyme 

[T.  OCT. 

Which  nedeth  nat  reheroen  at  this  tyme ; 

[T.  om. 
Of  nsnre,  and  of  eymonye  also.  (11) 

Bat  certes,  lechoors  dide  he  grettest  wo ; 
They  sholde  singen,  if  that  they  were 

hent;  131 1 

And  smale  tytheres  weren  fonle  y-shent. 
If  any  persone  wolde  np-on  hem  pleyne, 
Ther  mighte  asterte  him  no  pecnnial 

peyne. 
For  smale  tythes  and  for  smaloffitinge  1315 
He  made  the  peple  pitoosly  to  singe. 
For  er  the  bisshop  caughte  hem  with  his 

hook, 


They  weren  in  the  erohedeknes  book,  (jo) 
Thaime  hadde  he,  thorgh  his  jnrisdio- 

cionn, 
Power  to  doon  on  hem  oorreccionn.    1330 
He  hadde  a  Somnonr  redy  to  his  bond, 
A  slyer  boy  was  noon  in  Engelond ; 
For  snbtilly  he  hadde  his  espiaille. 
That  tanghte  him,  wher  that  him  mighte 

availle.  1324 

He  coude  spare  of  lechoors  oon  or  two, 
To  teohen  him  to  fonre  and  twenty  mo^ 
For  thogh  this  Somnonr  wood  were  as  an 

To  telle  his  harlotrye  I  wol  nat  spare ;  (30) 
For  we  been  ont  of  his  correccionn ; 
They  han  of  us  no  jnrisdiooionn,         1330 
Ne  never  shnllen,  terme  of  alle  hir  lyves.  ^ 

*  Peter!  so  been  the  wommen  of  the 

styvee,' 
Qnod  the  Somnonr,  *y-put  out  of  my  cure ! » 

*  Pees,  with  miaohanoe  and  with  mis- 

aventure,' 
Thus  seyde  qnr  host^  *  and  lat  him  tolle 
his  tale.  1335 
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belleth  forth,  thogh  that  the  Som- 

(mrgale, 

ureth  xuit,  myn  owene  maister  dere.' 

9  fihlae  theef,  this  Soiimoiir,^qaod 

le  Frere,  (40) 

3  alwey  baades  redy  to  his  hond, 

7  hank  to  lore  in  Bngelond,       1340 

tolde  him  al  the  secree  that  they 

newe; 

ir  aoqaeyntanoe  was  nat  oome  of- 

—  wexen  hiae  i^;>prowoiaxB  prively ; 
ok  him-flelf  a  greet  profit  therby ; 
laister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
-oatenmandement,  a  lewed  man  1346 
tide  somne,  on  peyne  of  Gristes  cars, 
they  were  gladde  for  to  fille  his 
raa,  .         (50) 

make  him  giete  fectes  atte  ii^e. 
right  aa  Jndaa  hadde  purses  smale, 
was  a  theef,  right  swioh  a  theef  was 
le;  1351 

udster  hadde  but  half  his  dnfitee. 
M,  if  I  shal  yeven  him  his  laade, 
ef,  and  eek  a  Somnonr,  and  a  bande. 
idde  eek  wenches  at  his  retenne,  1355 
whether  that  sir  Bobert  or  sir  Hnwe, 
kke,  or  Banf ,  or  who4K>  that  it  were, 
lay  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  hia  ere; 
was  the  wenohe  and  he  of  oon  as- 
ent  (61) 

he  wolde  fecohe  a  feyned  mande- 
aent,  1360 

lomne  hem  to  the  ohapitre  bothe  two, 
pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wenche  go. 
ne  wolde  he  seye,  *  frend,  I  shal  for 
^,     hy  sake  13^ 

x.  rykenhir  ontofotirlettresblake; 
Thee  thar  na-more  as  in  this  cas  travaille ; 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  availle.* 
Corteyn  he  knew  of  brybeiyes  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  3^eres  two.  (70) 
For  in  this  world  nis  dogge  for  the  bowe, 
That  can  an  hurt  deer  from  an  hool 
y-knowe,  1370 

Bet  than  this  Somnoor  knew  a  sly  lechour, 
Or  an  avonter,  or  a  paramour. 
And,  for  that  was  the  fruit  of  al  his  rente, 
Therfore  on  it  he  sette  al  his  entente. 

And  BO  bifel,  that  ones  on  a  day      1375 
This  Somnour,  ever  waiting  on  his  pray, 


Bood  for  to  somne  a  widwe,  an  old  ribybe,  <  ^ 
Feyninge  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  brybe.  (80) 
And  happed  that  he  saugh  bifore  him  ryde 
A  gay  yeman,  imder  a  forest-syde.      1380 
A  bowe  he  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene; 
He  hadde  up-on  a  conrtepy  of  grene ; 
An  hat  up-on  his  heed  with  firenges  blake. 
*Sir,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *hayl!  and 

wel  a-take !  * 
'Wel-oome,*  quod  he,  'and  every  good 

felawe !  1385 

Wher  rydestow  under  this  grene  shawe  ? ' 
Seyde  this  yeman,  *  wHtow  far  to  day?* 
This  Somnour  him  answerde,  and  seyde, 

*nay;  (90) 

Heer  fiute  by,'  quod  he,  *  is  myn  entente 

To  rsrden,  for  to  reysen  up  a  rente      1390 

That  longeth  to  my  lordes  dufitee.' 

*Artowthanneabailly?'    *  Ye!' quod 

he. 
He  dorste  nat,  for  verray  filthe  and  shame, 
Seye  that  he  was  a  somnour,  for  the 

name. 
^  D^pardieuXj*  quod  this  yeman,  *dere 

brother,  1395 

Thou  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowen  as  in  this  contree ;  (99) 
Of  thyn  aqueyntance  I  wolde  praye  thee, 
And  eek  of  brotherhede,  if  that  yow  leste. 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  oomen  in  our  shyre, 
Al  shal  be  thyn,  right  as  thou  wolt  desyre.* 
*  Chrantmercy,'  quod  this  Somnour,  •  by 

myfeith!' 

Everioh  in  otheres  hand  his  trouthe  leith, 

For  to  be  swome  bretheren  til  they  deye. 

In  daliance  they  ryden  forth  hirweye.  1406 

This  Somnour,  which  that  was  as  ful 

of  jangles. 
As  ful  of  venim  been  thise  wariangles,  (no) 
And  ever  enquering  up-on  every  thing, 

*  Brother,*  quod  he,  *  where  is  now  your 

dwelling,  14 10 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholde  yow  seche  ? ' 
This  yeman   him  answerde  in   sofbe 
speche, 

*  Brother,'  quod  he,   *fer  in  the  north 

contree,  r^-  H  t (f«o^(  <^  -  ^  vuU4\ -^* ^ 
Wher,  as  I  hope,  som-tyme  I  shal  thee  see. 
Er  we  departe,  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wisse. 


^UUA^^A^*-^:*    ^Lt^^gWae^^QfO^oh^-*^  1»>H* 
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That  of  myn  hons   ne   shaltow  never 

miflse.*  ,4,5 

•Now,  brother,*  quod  this  Somnonr,  •! 

yow  preye, 
Teche  me,  "whyl  that  we  ryden  by  the 

^eyO|  (lao) 

Sin  that  ye  been  a  baiUif  as  am  I, 
Som  subtiltee,  and  tel  me  feithfrUJy    1420 
In  myn  offyoe  how  I  may  most  winne ; 
And  spareth  nat  for  conscience  ne  sinne, 
But  as  my  brother  tel  me,  how  do  ye  ?  * 
*Now,  by  my  trouthe,  brother  dere,* 

seyde  he, 

^Aslshaltellentheeafeithfultale,  1425 
My  wages  been  fol  streite  and  M  smale. 
My  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous, 
And  myn  oflfyoe  is  ftd  laborons ;         (130) 
And  therfore  by  extorcions  I  live. 
For  Bothe,  I  take  al  that  men  wol  me 
yivo  I  1430 

Algate,  by  sleyghte  or  by  violence, 
Fro  yeer  to  yeer  I  winne  al  my  dispenoe. 
I  can  no  bettre  telle  feithftilly.' 
*Now,  certes,'  quod  this  Somnour.  *so 
fare  I J 
I  spare  nat  to  taken,  god  it  woot,        1435 
But-if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot 
What  I  may  gete  in  conseil  prively, 
L^^i^l    S^^^^^®'<^^^ioaceofthathavel;(i4o) 
'^  ^  ^  ^V  2fere  myn  extoroioun,  I  mighte  nat  Uvgil, 

Ne  of  Bwiche  japes  wol  I  nat  be  shriven. 
iH^tUuXus-^  Stomak  ne  conscience  ne  knowe  I  noon  • 
I  shrewe  thise  shrifbe-fadres  everiohoon.' 
Wei  be  we  met,  by  god  and  by  sdnt 

Jame! 
But,  leve  brother,  tel  me  than  thy  name ' 
Quod  this  Somnour;  and  in  this  mene 
^^ylo>  ,445 

This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle. 
'       *  Brother,'  quod  he,  '  wiltow  that  I  thee 
.  telle? 

!  ?  am  a  feend,  my  dwelling  is  in  helle.  (150) 
And  here  I  ryde  about  my  purchasing. 
To  wite  wher  men  wolde  yeve  me  Lay 
thing. 

"'  ^*;%. '«  ^^  ^Y^"  ^  *^'^^*  <>^«^  «y  rente!^ 
'  Loke  how  thou  lydeet  for  the  same  en- 
tente, 
To  winne  good,  thou  rekkest  never  how : 
Right  so  fare  I,  for  lyde  wolde  I  now 
Un-totheworldosendeforapreye.'    1455 


'  A,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *  ben'oUe^  what 
sey  ye? 
I  wende  ye  were  a  yeman  trewely. 
Ye  han  a  mannes  shap  as  wel  as  I ;    (160) 
Han  ye  figure  than  determinat 
In  helle,  therye  been  in  yourestat?»  1460 
*Nay,  oerteinly,*  quod  he,  *ther  have 
we  noon ; 
But  whan  us  lyketh,  we  can  take  us  oon, 
Or  elles  make  yow  seme  we  ben  shape 
Som-tyme  lyk  a  man,  or  lyk  an  ape ; 
Or  lyk  an  angel  can  I  ryde  or  go.        i4<5i5 
It  is  no  wonder  thing  thogh  it  be  so ; 
A  lousy  jogelour  can  deceyve  thee. 
And  Pardee,  yet  can  I  more  craft  than 
^«-'  (170) 

*Why,»  quod  the  Somnonr,  *ryde  ye 
thanne  or  goon  1469 

In  sondry  shap,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon ?* 
*  For  we,*  quod  he,  *  wol  us  swioh  formes 
niake 
As  most  able  is  our  preyes  for  to  take.* 
*What  maketh  yow  to  han   al  this 

Ubour?* 
'  Ful  many  a  cause,  leve  sir  Somnour,* 
Seyde  this  feend,  «but  aUe  thing  hath 
tymo.  ,47^ 

The  day  is  short,  and  it  is  passed  piyme, 
And  yet  ne  wan  I  no-thing  in  this  day. 
I  wol  entende  to  winnen,  if  I  may,     (186) 
And  nat  entende  our  wittes  to  declare. 
For,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare  1480 
To  understonde,  al-thogh  I  tolde  hem  theeu 
But,  for  thou  azest  why  labouren  we ; 
For,  som-tyme,  we  ben  goddes  instni-~^ 

ments, 
And  menes  to  don  his  comandements. 
Whan  that  him  list,  up-on  his  creatines. 
In  divers  art  and  in  divers  figures,     i486 
With-outen  him  we  have  no  might,  oei^ 
^y^  (189) 

If  that  him  list  to  stonden  ther^igayn. 
And  som-tyme,  at  our  prayere,  han  we  leve 
Only  the  body  and  nat  the  soule  greve ; 
Witnesae  on  Job,  whom  that  we  diden 

A    .^''*  '491 

And  som-tyme  han  we  mi^t  of  bothe  two, 
This  is  to  seyn,  of  soule  and  body  eke. 
And  somtyme  be  we  suflared  for  to  soke 
Up^n  a  man,  and  doon  his  soule  unreste, 
And  nat  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  beste. 
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'  Whan  he  ^thstandeth  oar  temptaoioim, 
It  is  a  cauBe  of  his  sayacioan ;  (aoo) 

Al-be-it  that  it  was  nat  our  entente 
He  sholde  be  sanf,  bat  that  we  wolde 
him  hente.  1500 

And  som-tyme  be  we  servant  nn-to  man, 
p  As  to  the  erohebisshop  Seint  Danstan 
'  And  to  the  apostles  servant  eek  was  L' 
*  Yet  tel  me/  qnod  the  Sonmoar,  *  feith- 

Hake  ye  yow  newe  bodies  thos  alway  1505 
Of  elements  ? '  the  feend  answerde,  *  nay ; 
Som-tynxe  we  fi^yne,  and  som-tyme  we 

arj^se 
With  dede  bodio|^  i%iU  sondiy  wyse,  (210) 
And  speke  as  ienal)ly^and  finire  aJod  wel 
<K  tt4*    As  to  the  Phitonissa  dide  SamaeL       1510 
f  V     And  yet  wol  som  men  seye  it  was  nat  he ; 
I  do  no  fors  ofyota  diyinitee. 
Bat  o  thing  wame  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  jape, 
Thoa  wolt  algates  wite  how  we  ben  shape ; 
Thoa  shalt  her«fterward,  my  brother 

dere,  1515 

Com  ther  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to  lere. 
For  thoa  shalt  by  thyn  owene  ezperienoe 
Ckmne  in  a  chayer  rede  of  tlus  sentence 
Bet  than  Virgyle,  whyl  he  was  on  lyve, 
Or  Dant  also ;  now  lat  as  ryde  blyve.  1520 
'  For  I  wol  holde  companye  with  thee  (223) 
Til  it  be  so,  that  thoa  forsake  ma* 
^^    *  Nay,*  qaod  this  Somnoar,  '  that  shal 

nat  bityde ; 
I  am  a  yeman,  knowen  is  fal  wyde ; 
My  troathe  wol  I  holde  as  in  this  cas.  1525 
For  thoogh  thoa  were  the  devel  Sathanas, 
My  troathe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother, 
As  I  am  sworn,  and  ech  of  aa^ul  other  (230) 
For  to  be  trewe  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  we  goon  aboaten  oar  parchas. 
Tak  thoa  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 

thee  yive,  i53> 

And  I  shal  myn ;  thns  may  we  bothe  live. 
And  if  that  any  of  as  have  more  than 

other, 
Lat  him  be  trewe,  and  parte  it  with  his 

brother.' 
*  I  grannte,'  qaod  the  devel, '  by  my  fey.' 
And  with  that  word  they  ryden  forth  hir 

wey.  1536 

And  right  at  the  entring  of  the  tonnes 

ende, 


To  which  tlus  Somnoar  shoop  him  for  to 
wende,  (240) 

They  saagh  a  cart,  that  charged  was  with 
hey. 

Which  that  a  carter  droof  forth  in  his  wey. 

Deep  was  the  wey,  for  which  the  carte 
stood.  1541 

The  carter  smoot,  and  eryde,  as  he  were 

*Hayt,  Brok!  hayt,^Scot!  what  spare  ye 

for  the  stones? 
The  feend,'  qaod  he,  *yow  feoche  body 

and  bones. 
As  ferforthly  as  ever  were  ye  foled !    1545 
So  mache  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  th<ded ! 
The  devel  have  al,  bothe  hors  and  cart  •, 
and  h^ ! ' 
This  Somnoar  seyde,   *heer  shal  we 
have  a  pley ; '  (250) 

And  neer  the  feend  he  droogh,  as  noght 

ne  were, 
Fal  prively,  and  roaned  in  his  ere :     1550 
*Herkne,  my   brother,  herkne,  by  thy 

feith; 
Herestow  nat  how  that  the  carter  seith  ? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  yeve  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  eek  hise  caples 
three.' 
*  Nay,'  qaod  the  devel,  '  god  wot,  never 
a  deel ;  1555 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trast  me  weeL 
Axe  him  thy-self,  if  thoa  nat  trowest  me. 
Or  elles  stint  a  while,  and  thoa  shalt 
see.'  (360) 

This  carter  thakketh  his  hors  apon  the 
croape. 
And  they  bigonne  drawen  and  to-stonpe ; 
*Heyt,  now!*  qaod  he,  'ther  Jesa  Crist 

yow  blesse,  1561  . 

And  al  his  handwerk,  bothe  more  and 

lesse! 
That  was  wel  twight,  myn  owene  \yard 

boyl 
I  pray  god  save  thee  and  sfiynt  Loy  I 
Now  is  my  cart  oat  of  the  slow,  pardee ! ' 
'Lo!  brother,*  qaod  the  feend,  'what 
toldelthee?  ^  1566 

Heer  may  ye  see,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
The  carl  spak  00  thing,  bat  he  thoghte 
another.  (270) 

Lat  as  go  forth  aboaten  our  viage ; 
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Heer  winne  I  no-thing  np-on  oariage.' 
Whan  that  they  comen  Bom-what  ont 

of  tonne,  i57« 

This  Sonmonr  to  his  brother  gan  to  ronne, 
'Brother,'  quod  he,  *heer  woneth  an  old 

rebekke, 
That  hadde  almost  as  lief  to  leee  hir  nekke 
As  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hir  good.        157^ 
I  wol  han  twelf  pens,  though  that  she  be 

wood, 
Or  I  wol  sompne  hir  un-to  onr  ofCyoe ; 
And  yet,  god  woot,  of  hir  knowe  I  no 

vyce.  (280) 

Bat  for  thou  canst  nat,  as  in  this  oontree, 
Winne  thy  cost,  tak  heer  ensample  of 

me.*  1580 

This  Sonmoiur  olappeth  at  the  widwes 

gate. 
*Com  ont,'  quod  he,  Hhou  olde  viritrate ! 
I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere  or  preest 

with  thee ! ' 
*Who  dappeth?'   seyde  this  widwe, 

'ben'cUel 
Qod  save  you,  sire,  what  is  your  swete 

wills?*  1585 

*I  have,*  quod  he,  *of  somonce  here 

abille; 
Up  peyne  of  cursing,  loke  that  thou  be 
To-mom  bifore  the  erohedeknes  knee  (390) 
Tanswere  to  the  court  of  certeyn  thinges.* 

*  Now,  lord,'  quod  she,  *  Grist  Jesu,  king 

ofkinges,  1590 

So  wisly  helps  me,  as  I  ne  may. 
I  have  been  syk,  and  that  ful  many  a  day. 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,*  quod  she,  *  ne  ryde. 
But  I  be  deed,  so  priketh  it  in  my  syde. 
..,)Cay  I  nat  axe  a  Uhel,  sir  Somnour,    1595 
And  answere  there,  by  my  procutour, 
To  swich  thing  as  men  wol  opposen  me  ?  * 
*Yis,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *pay  anon, 

hitse,  (300) 

Twelf  pens  to  me,  and  I  wol  thee  aoquyte. 
I  shall  no  profit  han  ther-by  but  lyte ;  1600 
My  maister  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  L 
Com  of;  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily ; 
Yif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tarie.' 

*  Twelf  pens,'   quod   she,   *now  lady 

SeinteHaiie 
So  wisly  help  me  ont  of  care  and  sinne, 
This  wyde  world  thogh  that  I  sholde 

winne,  1606 


Ne  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  with-inne  myn 

hold.  (309) 

Te  knowen  wel  that  I  am  poyre  and  old ; 

Kythe  your  almesse  on  me  povre  wrecche.' 

*  Nay  than,'  quod  he,  *  the  foule  feend 

me  fecche  1610 

If  I  th'exouse,  though  thou  shul  be  spilt ! ' 

*  Alas,*  quod  she,  ^god  woot,  I  have  no 

gilt.* 

*  Pay  me,'  quod  he,  *  or  by  the  swete 

seinte  Anne, 
As  I  wol  here  aw^y  thy  newe  panne 
For  dette,  which  that  thou  owest  mo  of 

old,  1615 

Whan  that  thou  madest  thjm  housbond 

cokewold, 
I  payde  at  boom  for  thy  conreccioun.' 
^Thou  lixt,'  quod  she,  *by  my  sava- 

cioun !  (520) 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  widwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  un-to  your  court  in  al  my  lyf ; 
Neneverlnasbut  c^mybodytrewe!  1631 
Un-to  the  devel  blak  and  rough  of  hewe  * 
Yeve  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also !  * 

And  whan  the  devel  herde  hir  oursen  so 

Up-on  hir  knees,  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  Now  Mabely,  myn  owene  moder  dere,  1626 

Is  this  your  wil  in  emest,  that  ye  seye?* 

*The  devel,*  quod  she,  *8o  fecche  him 

er  he  deye,  (330) 

And  panne  and  al,  but  he  wol  him  re- 

pente !  *  1629 

*  Nay,  olde  stot,  that  is  nat  myn  entente,' 
Quod  this  Sonmour,  *  for  to  repente  me. 
For  any  thing  that  I  have  had  of  thee ; 

I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  eveiy 
dooth!' 

*  Now,  brother,'  quod  the  devel,  *  be  nat 

wrooth'^ 
Thy  body  and  this  panne  ben  myne  by; 

right.  1^5 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  yet  to-ni^t, 
Where  thou  shalt  knowen  of  our  privetee 
Morethanamaister  of  divinitee:'    (340)  • 
And  with  that  word  this  foule  feend  him 

hente ;  1639 

Body  and  soule,  he  with  the  devel  wente  ' 
Wher-as  that  somnours  han  hir  heritage.  \ 
And  god,  that  maked  after  his  image 
Iffankinde,  save  and  gyde  ns  alle  and 
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u  And   leve  this  Somnoiir  good   man  to 

bicome! 
Lordinges,  I  coude  ban  told  yow,  qaod 

this  Frere,  1645 

Hadde  I  liad  leyser  for  this  Somnoor  here, 
Afterthetext  of  Crist  [and]  Fool  and  John, 
And  <^oar  othere  dootonrs  many  oon, 
Swiohe  Paynes,  that  yoar  hertes  znic^te 

•gryse,  (35O 

Al-be-it  so,  no  tonge  may  devyae,        1650 
Thog^  that  I  mighte  a  thousand  winter 

telle, 
The  pesme  of  thilke  cnrsed  hoos  of  helle. 
But,  for  to  kepe  ns  fro  that  cnzsed  place, 
Waketh,  and  preyeth  Jesa  for  his  grace 


So  kepe  os  fh>  the  temptonr  Sathanas.  i6ss 
Herketh  this  word,  beth  war  as  in  this 

cas; 
The  leoon  sit  in  his  await  alway 
To  ilee  the  innocent,  if  that  he  may.  (360) 
Dispoeeth  ay  your  hertes  to  withstonde 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  make  thral 

and  bonde.  1660 

He  may  nattempten  yow  over  3ronr  might ; 
For  Crist  wol  be  your  champion  and 

knight. 
And  prayeth  that  thise  Somnouzs  hem  « 

repente 
Of  hir  misdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente. 


Here  endeth  the  Freres  tale. 


THE   SOMNOUR'S    PROLOGUE. 


This  gprnnour  in  his  stiropes  hye  stood ; 
TJp-on  this  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood, 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quook  for  yre. 
*  Lordinges,*  quod  he,  *  but  o  thing  I 
desyre ; 
I  yow  biseke  that,  of  your  curteisjre. 
Sin  ye  han  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,  1670 
As  Buffereth  me  I  may  my  talo  telle  ! 
This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knowoth  helle, 
And  god  it  woot,  thai  it  is  lltel  wonder ; 
Freree  and  feendee  been  but  lyte  a-sonder. 
For  pardee,  ye  han  ofte  tyme  herd  telle, 
[How  that  a  frere  ravisshed  was  to  helle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun  ;  (13)  1677 

And  as  an  angel  ladde  him  up  and  doun, 
To  shewen  him  the  peynes  that  ther  were. 
In  al  the  place  saugh  he  nat  a  firere ;  1680 
Of  other  folk  he  saugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
Un-to  this  angel  spak  the  frere  the  : 


The  prologe  of  the  Sonmoiira  Tale. 

"  Now,  sir,"  quod  he,  "  han  fteresswioh 


a  grace  (19) 

That  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  this  place  ?  " 

"  Yis,"  quod  this  angel,  **  many  a  mil- 

Uoun !  **  1685 

And  un-to  Sathanas  he  ladde  him  doun. 
**And  now  hath  Sathanas,^  seith  he, 

"  a  tayl 
Brodder  than  of  a  carrik  is  the  sayL 
Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas !  **  quod 

he,  1689 

**  Shewe  forth  thyner8,andlatthe&ere  see 
Wher  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  this  place  !'* 
And,  er  that  half  a  farlong-wey  of  space, 
Bight  so  as  bees  out  swarmen  f^m  an 

hyve. 
Out  of  the  develes  ers  ther  gonne  diyve  (30) 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route,    1695 
And  thurghK>ut  helle  swarmeden  aboute 
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And  coxnen  agasm,  as  faste  as  they  may 

gon, 
And  in  his  en  they  orepten  everichon. 
He  dapte  his  tayl  agayn,  and  lay  fU  stille. 
This  frere,  whan  he  loked  hadde  his  fllle 
Upon  the  torments  of  this  sory  plaoe,  1701 
His  spirit  god  restored  of  his  grace 


Un-to  his  body  agayn,  and  he  awook  ;^ 
Bat  natheleSf  for  fere  yet  he  qnook,    (40) 
So  was  the  develes  ers  ay  in  his  minde, 
That  is  his  heritage  of  yerray  kinde.  1706 
€K>d   saye   yow  alle,  saye  this  cnrsed  1 

Frere; 
My  prologe  wol  I  ende  in  this  manere.* 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Somnoim  Tale. 


/■  r  ^  r  H 

THE   SOMNOURS 


TALE. 


id   r-i 


Here  blglnnetli  the  Somonovr  hia  Tale. 


'^  LoBDixQss,  ther  is  in  Yorkshire,  as  I 

gesse, 
A  mersshy  contree  called  Holdemesse, 
In  which  ther  wente  a  limitot^  ahonte,  1 71  x 
To  preohe,  and  eek  to  begge,  it  is  no  doute. 
And  so  bifel,  that  on  a  day  this  frere 
Had  preohed  at  a  ohirche  in  his  manere. 
And  specially,  aboyen  eyery  thing,     1715 
Excited  he  the  peple  in  his  preching 
To  trental^  and  to  yeye,  for  goddes  sake, 
Wher-with   men  mighten  holy  houses 

make,  (10) 

Ther  as  diyyne  seryioe  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  deyonred,  1720 
Ne  ther  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  be  yiye. 
As  to  posseesioners,  that  mowen  liye, 
Thanked  be  god,  in  wele  andhabnndamioe. 
*  Trentals,*  seyde  he,  *  deliyeren  fro  pen- 

annce  1724 

Hir  freendes  sonles,  as  wel  olde  as  yonge, 
Ye,  whan  that  they  been  hastily  y-songe ; 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  preest  joly  and  gay, 
He  singeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day  ;  (ao) 
Deliyereth  out, '  quod  he, '  anon  the  soules ; 
Ful  hard  it  is  with  fleshhook  or  with  oules 
To  been  y-clawed,  or  to  brenne  or  bake ; 
Now  spede  yow  hastily,  for  Cristes  sake.* 
And  whan  this  frere  had  seyd  al  his 

entente, 
With  qui  cumpcUre  forth  his  wey  he  wente. 


Whan  folk  in  chirohe  had  yeye  him 

what  hem  leste,  1 735 

He  wente  his  wey,  no  longer  wolde  ho 

reste. 
With  scrippe  and  tipped  staf,  y-tukked 

hye;  (29) 

In  eyery  hous  he  gan  to  poure  and  prys, 
And  beggeth  mele,  and  chese,  or  eUes  corn. 
His  felawe  hadde  a  staf  tipped  with  horn, 
A  pejrre  of  tables  al  of  jryory,  1741 

And  a  poyntel  poliashed  feti^, 
And  wroot  the  names  alwey,  as  he  stood, 
Of  alle  folk  that  yaf  him  any  good,     1744 
Asoaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  preye. 
*  Yeye  us  a  busshel  whete,  malt,  or  reye, 
A  goddes  kechil,  or  a  trip  of  chese. 
Or  elles  what  yow  list,  we  may  nat  chese ; 
A  goddes  hal^>eny  or  a  masse-peny,    (41) 
Or  yeve  us  of  your  brawn,  if  ye  haye  eny ; 
A  dagon  of  your  blanket,  leye  dame,  1751 
Our  suster  dere,  lo !  here  I  write  jrour  name ; 
Bacon  or  beef,  or  swich  thing  as  ye  finde.* 
A  sturdy  harlot  wente  ay  hem  bihinde, 
That  was  hir  hostes  man,  and  bar  a  sak. 
And  what  men  yaf  hem,  leyde  it  on  his 

bak.  1756 

And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  dore  anon, 
He  planed  awey  the  names  eyerichon  (50) 
That  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables ;  ^ 
Heseryedhemwithnyflesand  with  fables. 
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*Nay,  ther  thou  lixt,  thou  Somnonr,* 
qaod  ihQ  Frere.  1761 

*Pee8,'  qaod   our   Host,    *for   Cristes 
moder  dere ; 
^Tel  forth  thy  tale  and  span  it  nat  at  aL* 
So  thryve  I,^  quod  this  Somnourf'io  I  shaL— 
80  longe  he  wente  hons  hy  honSf  til  he 
Cam  til  an  hons  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 
Befresshed  more  than   in   an  hundred 
plaois.  1767 

Sik  lay  the  gode  man,  whos  that  the  place 
w  J  (60) 

Bedrede  np-on  a  oonohe  lowe  he  lay. 
*jDett»  hie,*  quod  he,  *0  Thomas,  freend, 
good  day,»  1770 

Seyde  this  firere  cmrteisly  and  softe. 

*  Thomas,'  quod  he,  *  god  yelde  yow  I  ful 

ofte 
Have  I  np-on  this  bench  fSuren  ftil  weel. 
Here  have  I  eten  many  a  mery  meel ;  * 
And  fro  the  benoh  he  droof  awey  the  cat, 
And  leyde  adoun  his  potente  and  his  hat. 
And  eek  his  scrippe,  and  sette  him  sofbe 

adoun.  1777 

Hia  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  toon,  (70) 

Forth  with  his  knave,  in-to  that  hostelrye 

Wher-as  he  shoop  him  thilke  night  to  lye. 

*  O  dere  maister,'  quod  this  syke  man, 

*  How  han  ye  fare  siththatHaroh  bigan  ? 
I  sang^  yow  noght  this  fonrtenight  or 


*  Qod  woot,'  quod  he,  'laboured  have  Iftil 

sore; 
And  specially,  for  thy  sayadonn         1785 
Have  I  seyd  many  a  precious  orisoun, 
And  for  our  othere  firendes,  god  hem 

blesse! 
I  have  to-day  been  at  your  ohirohe  at 

messe,  (80) 

And  seyd  a  sermon  after  my  simple  wit, 
Natalafterthetezt  of  holy  writ;      1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose. 
And  therfore  w<d  I  teohe  jrow  al  the  glose. 
}  Glosinge  is  a  glorious  thing,  certeyn. 
For  lettre  sleeth,  so  as  we  derkes  seyn. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable. 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  resonable. 
And  ther  I  saugh  our  dame ;   a !  wher 

is  she?'  (89)1797 

*  Yond  in  the  yerd  I  trowe  that  she  be,' 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  she  wol  come  anon.' 


*  Ey,  maister !  welHxnne  be  ye,  by  seint 

John ! '  1800 

Seyde  this  wyf,  'how  fSeure  ye  hertely  ?' 

The  frere  arsrseth  up  Ail  curteisly. 
And  hir  embraceth  in  his  armes  narwe. 
And  kiste  hir  swete,  and  chirketh  as 

asparwe 
With  his  lippes :  *  dame,'  quod  he,  *  right 
weel,  1805 

As  he  that  is  your  servant  every  deeL 
Thanked  begod,  that  yow  jrafsoula  and  lyf, 
Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  flair  a  wyf  (luo) 
In  al  the  chirohe,  god  so  save  me  I  * 
*■  Ye,  god  amende  defautee,  sir,'  quod  she, 

*  Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  fey  I '  1811 

*  Graunt  mercy,  dame,  this  have  I  foundo 

alwey. 
But  of  your  grete  goodnesse,  by  your 

leve, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 
I  wol  with  Th6mas  speke  a  litel  throwe. 
Thise  ourats  been  fill  nedigent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience.  (109)  181 7 
In  shrift,  in  preching  is  my  diligence. 
And  studie  in  Fetres  wor des,  and  in  Poules. 
I  walke,  and  flssheCristenmennessoules, 
To  yeldenJesu  Crist  his  propre  rente ;  1831 
To  sprede  his  word  is  set  al  myn  en- 
tente.' 

*  Now,  by  your  lave,  o  dere  sir,'  quod  she, 

*  Chydeth  him  weel,  for  seinte  Trinitee. 
He  is  as  angiy  as  a  pissemyre,  1835 
Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  can 

desyre. 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-night  and  make 

him  warm,  (119) 

And  on  hym  leye  my  leg  outher  myn  arm, 
He  groneth  lyk  our  boor,  lyth  in  our  sty. 
Other  desport  right  noon  of  him  have  I ; 
I  may  nat  plese  him  in  no  maner  oas.' 
*0   Thomas!    Je  voua  dy^   Thomas! 

Thomas! 
This  maketh  the  feend,  this  moste  ben 

amended. 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  hye  god  defended,  1834 
And  therof  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  two.' 

*  Now  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,  '  er  that 

I  go. 
What  wol  ye  dyne  ?  Iwolgother-aboute.' 
'  Now  dame,'  quod  he, '  Je  votu  dy  tarns 
dotOe^  (130) 
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Have  I  nat  of  a  capon  but  the  livere, 
And  of  yonr  softe  breed  nat  but  a  shivere, 
And  after  that  a  Tosted  piggee  heed,  1841 
(But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  me  were 

deed), 
Thanne  hadde  I  with  yow  hoomly  soffi- 

saxince. 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  Bostenannce. 
My  spirit  hath  his  fostring  in  the  Bible. 
The  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  penyUe    1846 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed. 
I  prey  yow,  dame,  ye  be  nat  anoyed,  (140) 
Though  I  so  freendly  yow  my  conseil 

shewe  j  1849 

By  god,  I  wolde  nat  telle  it  bnt  a  fewe.' 

*  Now,  sir,*  quod  she,  *  but  o  word  er  I  go; 
My  child  is  deed  with^inne  thise  wykes 

two, 
Sone  after  that  ye  wente  out  of  this  toun.* 
t  His  deeth  saugh  I  by  reyelaoioun,*  1854 
Seith  this  frere,  *  at  hoom  in  our  dortour. 
I  dar  wel  aeyn  that,  er  that  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  him  bom  toblisse 
In  myn  avisionn,  so  god  me  wisse !     (150) 
So  dide  our  seztejm  and  our  fermerer. 
That  han  been  trewe  freres  fifty  yeer ; 
Thoy  may  now,  god  be  thanked  of  his 

lone,  1861 

Maken  hir  jubilee  and  waUce  allone. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  al  our  eovent  eke. 
With  many  a  tere  trikling  on  my  cheke, 
Withouten  noyse  or  olateringe  of  belles ; 
Te  deum  was  our  song  and  no-thing  elles, 
Saye  that  to  Crist  I  seyde  an  orisoun, 
Thankinge  him  of  his  revelaoioun.     (160) 
For  sir  and  dame,  trusteth  me  right  weel, 
Our  orisons  been  more  effeotueel,       1870 
Andmore  we  seen  of  Oristes  secree  thinges 
Than  burel  folk,  al-thongh  th^y  wexen 

kinges. 
We  live  in  povert  and  in  abstinence. 
And  burel  folk  in  richesse  and  despenoe 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  hir  foul  delyt. 
We  han  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despyt. 
Lacar  and  Dives  liveden  drversly,       1877 
And  diverse  guerdon  h  adden  they  ther-by. 
Who-so  wol  preye,  he  moot  faste  and  be 

clone,  (171)  1879 

Andfatte  his  soule  and  make  his  body  lene. 
We  fare  as  seith  th'apostle ;  cloth  and  fode 
Suifysen  us,  though  they  be  nat  ftil  gode. 


The  clennesse  and  the  fisMtinge  of  us  fVeres 

Maketh  that  Crist  accepteih  our  prej^res. 

Lo,  Moyses  fourty  dayes  and  fourty 

night  1885 

Fasted,  er  that  the  heighe  god  of  might 
Spak  with  him  in  the  mountain  of  Sinay. 
With  empty  wombe,  flastinge  many  a  day, 
Beceyved  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen  (181) 
With  goddes  finger;  and  Elie,  wel  ye 

witen,  1890 

In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  hadde  any  speche 
With  hye  god,  that  is  our  lyves  leche, 
Hefkstedlonge  and  was  in  contemplaimce. 
Aaron,  that  hadde  the  temple  in  govom- 

aunce,  1894 

And  eek  the  othexe  preestes  everiohon, 
In-to  the  temple  whan  they  sholde  gon 
To  proye  for  the  peple,  and  do  servyse. 
They  nolden  drinken,  in  no  maner  wyse, 
No  drinke,  which  that  mighte  hem  dronke 

make,  (191)  1899 

But  there  in  abstinenoe  pr^ye  and  wake, 
Lest  that  they  deyden ;  tak  heed  what 

Iseye. 
But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peple  preye, 
War  that  I  seye ;  namore !  forit  suf^^seth. 
Our  lord  Jesu,  as  holy  writ  devyseth,  1904 
Yaf  us  ensample  of  fastinge  and  preyeres. 
Therfor  we  mendinants,  we  sely  frraea. 
Been  wedded  toi>0V6rte  and  oontinenee, 
To  charitee,  humblesse,  and  abstinenoe, 
To  perseouoion  for  rightwisnesse,  (aoi)  1909 
To  wepinge,  miserioorde,  and  dennease. 
And  therfbr  mayyeseethatourpreyeres — 
I  speke  of  us,  we  mendinants,  we  freres — 
Ben  to  the  hye  god  more  aooeptaUe 
Than  youres,  with  your  festes  at  the  table. 
Fro  Faradys  first,  if  I  shal  nat  lye,      1915  < 
Was  man  out  chaced  for  his  glotonye ; 
And  chaast  was  man  in  Faradys,  oerteyn. 
But  herkne  now,  ThraoaB,  what  I  ahal 

soyn.  (aio) 

I  ne  have  no  text  of  it,  as  I  suppose, 
But  I  shall  finde  it  in  a  maner  glose,  19^0 
That  specially  our  swete  lord  Jesus 
Spak  this  by  fireres,  whan  he  seyde  thus  : 
"Blessed  be  thoy  that  povre  in  spirit 

been,'* 
And  so  forth  al  the  gospel  may  ye  seen, 
Wher  it  be  lyker  our  professioun,        1935 
Or  hirs  that  swimmen  in  poosessioun. 
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Fy  on  hir  pompe  and  on  hir  glotonye  ! 
And  for  bir  lewedneoee  I  hem  diff^e.  (lao) 

Me  tHinketh  they  hen  lyk  Jorinian, 
PM  as  a  whale,  and  walkinge  as  a  swan ; 
Al  vinolent  as  hotel  in  the  spence.      193 1 
Hir  preyer  is  of  Ail  gret  reverence ; 
Whan  they  for  sonlea  seye  the  psalm  of 

Davit, 
Lo,  '•bofl*'  they  neye^  **cor  mourn  erue- 

tavU/" 
Who  folweth  Orittet  gospel  and  his  fore, 
But  we  that  hnmUe  been  and  ohast  and 

pore,  1936 

Workers  of  goddes  word,  not  anditoors  ? 
Therfore,  right   as   an  hank  np,  at  a 

town,  (230) 

Up  springeth  in-to  their,  right  so  prayeres 
Of  charitable  and  chaste  bisy  fireres  1940 
Maken  hir  sours  to  goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas !  Thomas !  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go. 
And  by  that  lord  that  depid  is  seint  Yve, 
Kere  thou  onr  brother,  sholdastoa  nat 

thryve!  1944 

In  oar  chapitre  praye  we  day  and  night 
To  Crist,  that  he  thee  sonde  hele  and 

mi^t. 
Thy  body  foe  to  welden  hastily.' 

*  Qod  woot,'  quod  he,  *  no-thing  ther-of 

fele  I ;  (a4o) 

As  help  me  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres,  1949 
Han  spended,  np-on  dyvers  manor  i^res, 
Fal  many  a  ponnd ;  yet  five  I  never  the 

bet. 
Certeyn,  my  good  have  I  almost  biset. 
Earwel,  my  gold  I  for  it  is  al  ago ! ' 
The  frere  answerde,  *■  0  Thomas,  dostow 

so?  1954 

What  nedeth  yow  diverse  freres  seche  ? 
What  nedeth  him  that  hath  a  parfit  leche 
To  seohen  othere  leches  in  the  tonn  ? 
Your  inoonstance  is  yoxut  oonAisioon.  (350) 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  elles  onr  covent. 
To  prajre  for  yow  ben  insafficient  ?     i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nis  nat  worth  a  myte ; 
Yotir  maladye  is  for  we  ban  to  lyte. 
"Al  yif  that  covent  half  a  quarter  otes!" 
"  A !  3rif  that  covent  fbnr  and  twenty 

grotes!" 
"  A !  3rif  that  Arere  a  peny,  and  lat  him 

go!"  1965 

Nay,  nay,  Thomas !  it  may  no-thing  be  so. 


What  is  a  ferthing  worth  parted  in  twelve? 
Lo,  eoh  thing  that  is  oned  in  him-selve 
Is   more   strong   than    whan   it  is  to- 

Bcatered.  (a6i) 

Thomas,  of  me  then  shalt  nat  been  y 

flatered ;  19^ 

Thou  woldest  ban  onr  labonr  al  fbr  noght 
The  bye  god,  that  al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  workman  worthy  is  his  t 

byre. 
Thomas !  noght  of  yonr  tresor  I  desyre 
As  for  my-self,  but  that  al  onr  covei* '- 1975 
To  preye  for  yow  Is  ay  so  diligent. 
And  for  to  bnilden  Cristes  owene  chirohe. 
Thomas !  if  ye  wol  lemen  for  to  wirohe, 
Of  bnildinge  np    of   ohirches  may  ye 

flnde  (aji) 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.  1980 
Ye  lye  beer,  fVil  of  anger  and  of  jrre. 
With  which  the  devel  set  yonr  herte 

a-fyre. 
And  ohyden  beer  this  sely  innocent, 
Yonr  wyf,  that  is  so  meke  and  paoient. 
And  therfor,  Thomas,  trowe  me  if  thee 

leste,  1985 

Ne  stryve  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  for  thy 

beste; 
And  her  this  word  awey  now,  by  thy  feith, 
Tonchinge  this  thing,  lo,  what  the  wyse 

seith :  (a8o) 

"  With-in  thyn  hons  ne  be  thon  no  leonn ; 
To  thy  snbgits  do  noon  oppressionn ;  1990 
Ne  make  thyne  aqneyntances  nat  to  flee.  - 
And  Thomas,  yet  efb-sones  I  charge  thee, 
Be  war  firomhir  that  in  thy  bosom  slepeth ; 
War  fipo  the  serpent  that  so  slyly  crepeth 
Under  the  gras,  and  stingeih  snbtilly.  1995 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  paciently. 
That  twenty  thousand  men  ban  lost  hir 

lyves, 
For  stryving  with  hir  lemmans  and  hir 

wyves,  (290) 

Now  dth  ye  ban  so  holy  and  meke  a  wyf, 
What  nedetii  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken 

stryf?  aooo 

Ther  nis,  y-wis,  no  serpent  so  crael, 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so  fel, 
As  womman  is,  whan  i^e  hath  canght 

an  ire; 
Vengeance  is  thanne  al  that  they  desyre. 
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Ire  is  a  sinne,  oon  of  the  grete  of  Bevene, 
Abhominable  xm-to  the  god  of  hevene ; 
And  to  him-eelf  it  is  destruocion. 
This  every  lewed  viker  or  person       (300) 
Can  seye,  how  Ire  engendreth  homicyde. 
Ire  is,  in  sooth,  execntonr  of  pryde.    aoio 
I  eonde  of  Ire  seye  so  mnche  sorwe. 
My  tale  sholde  laste  til  to-morwe. 
And  therfor  preye  I  god  bothe  day  and 

night,  M13 

An  irons  man,  god  sonde  him  litel  might ! 
It  is  greet  harm  and,  oertes,  gret  pitee, 
To  sette  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 
^  Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  potestat. 
As  seith  ^n^,  that,  dnringe  his  estaat, 
Up-on  a  day  ont  riden  knightes  two,  (311) 
And  as  fortune  wolde  that  it  were  so,  2020 
That  oon  of  hdm  cam  hoom.  that  other 

noght. 
Anon  the  knight  bifore  the  jnge  is  broght, 
That  seyde  thns,  ^*  thoa  hast  thy  felawe 

slayn, 
IV>r  which  I  deme  thee  to  the  deeth,  oer- 

tayn." 
And  to  another  knight  oomanded  he,  2005 
"  Gk>  lede  him  to  the  deeth,  I  charge  thee." 
And  happed,  as  thoy  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  he  sholde  deye, 
The  knight  cam,  which  men  wenden  had 

be  deed.  (331) 

Thanne  thooghte  they,  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  ^030 

To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  Jnge  agayn. 
They  seiden,  *'  lord,  the  knight  ne  hath 

nat  slayn 
His  felawe ;  here  he  standeth  hod  alyve." 
"  Ye  shnl  be  deed,"  quod  he,  '*  so  moot  I 

thryve! 
That  is  to  seyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

three!"  2035 

And  to  the  firste  knight  right  thns  spak  he, 
^*  I  dampned  thee,  then  most  algate  be 

deed. 
And  thou  also  most  nodes  lose  thyn  heed, 
For  thou  art  caose  why  thy  felawe  deyth." 
And  to  the  thridde  knight  right  thns  he 

seyth,  (332)  ao4o 

*'  Thon  hast  nat  doon  that  I  oomanded 

thee." 
And  thns  he  dide  don  sleen  hem  alle  three. 
Jroos  Cambg^ses  was  eek  dronkelewe, 


And  ay  delyted  him  to  been  a  shrewa 
And  so  bifel,  a  lord  of  his  meynee,      3045 
That  lovede  vertnoos  moralitee, 
S^yde  on  a  day  bitwixhem  two  right  thns : 
'*  A  lord  is  lost,  if  he  be  yicioos ;        (340) 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  fonl  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lord.     9050 
Ther  is  Ail  many  an  eye  and  many  an  ere 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  where. 
For  goddes  love,  drink  more  attemprely ; 
Wyn  maketh  man  to  leeen  wreoohedly 
His  minde,  and  eek  his  limes  everichon." 
**Thereversshaltoasef"qnodhe,  '*  anon ; 
And  prove  it,  l^  thyn  owene  experience, 
That  wyn  ne  dooth  to  folk  no  swich 

offence.  (350)  2058 

Ther  is  no  wyn  bireveth  me  my  might 
Of  hand  ne  foot,  ne  of  myn  eyen  sight  "-^ 
And,  for  despjrt,  he  drank  ftd  mnohel  more 
An  hondred  part  than  hehad  doon  bifore ; 
And  right  anon,  this  irons  cnrsed  wrecche 
Leet  this  knightes  sone  bifore  him  feoche, 
Comandinge  him  he  sholde  bifbre  him. 

stonde.  ao6s 

And  sodeynly  he  took  his  bowe  in  honde, 
And  np  the  strong  he  pnlled  to  his  ere. 
And  with  an  arwe  he  slow  the  child  right 

there :  (360) 

^*  Now  whether  have  I  a  siker  hand  or 

noon?" 
Qnod  he,  "is  al  my  might  and  minde 

agoon?  2070 

Hath  wyn  bireved  me  myn  eyen  sight  ?  " 

What  sholde  I  telle  th*answere  of  the 

knight? 
His  sone  was  slajm,  ther  is  na-more  to  seye. 
Beth  war  therfor  with  lordes  howyeplcye. 
Singeth  Fiacei>o^  and  I  shal,  if  I  can,  2075 
Bnt-if  it  be  nn>to  a  i)ovre  man. 
To  apovre  man  men  sholde  hise  vyces  telle, 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  to 

helle.  (370) 

^"Lo  irons  Cims,  thilke  Fercien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  river  of  Gysen,  ao8o 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dxeynt  ther- 

inne, 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloigne  to  winne. 
He  made  that  the  river  was  so  smal, 
That  wommen  mighte  wade  it  over-aL 
Lo,  what  seyde  he,  that  so  wel  teche  can? 
**  Ne  be  no  felawe  to  an  lions  man,     ao86 
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Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  by  the  weye, 
Lest  thee  repente ; "  ther  ie  na-more  to 
Beye.  (380) 

Now  ThomM,  leve  brother,  lef  thyn  ire ; 
Thonahalt  me  finde  as  just  as  is  a  sqnire. 
Hold  natthedevelesknyf  ay  atthyn  herte ; 
Thynangre  dooth  thee  al  to  sore  smerte ; 
But  shewe  to  me  al  thy  conftBOBioDn.' 

*  Nay,'  qnod  tiie  syke  man,  •  by  Seint 

Simonn !  3094 

I  have  be  shriven  this  day  at  my  oorat ; 
I  have  him  told  al  hoolly  myn  estat ; 
Nedeth  na-more  to  speke  of  it,*  seith  he, 

*  Bat  if  me  list  of  myn  hnmilitee.'      (390) 

*  Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold,  to  make 

our  oloistre,* 
Qood  he,  *  for  many  a  muscle  and  many 

an  oistre,  aioo 

Whan  other  men  han  ben  fVil  wel  at  «yse, 
Hath  been  onrfode,  oar  oloistrefor  toreyse. 
And  yet,godwoot,annetho  theftmdement 
Farfoamed  is,  ne  of  oar  pavement  2104 
Nis  nat  a  tyle  yet  with-inne  oar  wones ; 
By  god,  we  owen  foarty  poand  for  stones ! 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwed 

helle! 
For  elles  moste  we  oar  bokes  sella.  (400) 
And  if  ye  lakke  oar  predicaoioan,  2109 
Than  gooth  the  world  al  to  destracoioan. 
For  who-so  wolde  as  £iro  this  world  bireve, 
So  god  me  save,  Thomas,  l^  year  leve, 
He  woldebireveoatof  this  world  thesonne. 
For  who  can  teche  and  werohen  as  we 

conne?  2114 

And  that  is  nat  of  litel  tyme,'  qaod  he ; 

*  Bat  sith  that  Elie  was,  or  Elisee, 
Han  freres  been,  that  flnde  I  of  record, 
In  charitee,  y-thanked  be  oar  lord.    (410) 
Now  Thomas,  help,  for  seinte  Charitee  ! ' 
And  doan  anon  he  sette  him  on  his  knee. 

This  syke  man  wex  wel  ny  wood  for  ire ; 
He  wolde  that  the  frere  had  been  on-fire 
With  his  false  dissimalaoioan. 

*  Swich  thing  as  is  in  my  possesdoan,' 
Qaod  he,  *that  may  I  yeven,  and  non 

other.  2125 

Te  sey  me  thns,  how  that  I  am  year 
brother?* 

*  Ye,  oertes,'  qaod  the  f^re,  *  trasteth 

weel; 
I  took  oar  dame  oar  lettre  with  oar  seeL' 


*Now  wel,'  quod  he,  *and  som-what 

shallyive  (431) 

Un-to  year  holy  covent  whyl  I  live,    2130 

And  in  thyn  hand  thoa  shalt  it  have 

anoon; 
On  this  condioioon,  and  other  noon. 
That  thoa  departe  it  so,  mj  dere  brother, 
That  every  flfere  have  also  mache  as  other. 
This  shaltoa  swere  on  thy  professioan, 
With-oaten  fraade  or  cavillacioan.'    2136 
'  *  I  swere  it,'  qaod  this  frere,  *  apon  my 
feithi' 
And  ther-with-al  his  hand  in  his  he  leith : 
*  Lo,  heer  my  feith !  in  meshal  be  no  lak.' 

*  Now  thanne,  pat  thyn  hand  doan  hy 

my  bak,'  (432)  2140 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  grope  wel  bihinde ; 
Bynethe  my  battok  ther  shaltow  finde 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privetee.* 

*  A ! '  thoghte  this  firere,  *■  this  shal  go 

with  me  I' 
And  doan  his  hand  he  laancheth  to  the 

clifle,  2145 

In  hope  for  to  flnde  ther  a  yifte.  (438) 
And  whan  this  syke  man  felte  this  frere 
Abonte  his  tawel  grope  there  and  here, 
Amidde  his  hand  he  leet  the  frere  ^flsurt. 
Ther  nis  no  capal,  drawinge  in  a  cart,  2150 
That  mighte  have  lete  a  fart  of  swioh 

asoan. 
The  frere  np  sUrte  as  doth  a  wood 

leoan : 
*A!  false  oherl,*  qood  he,  *for  goddes 

bones. 
This  hastow  for  despyt  doon,  for  the 

nones! 
Thoa  shalt  abye  this  fieurt,  if  that  I  may  I' 
His  mesmee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

afifray,  2156 

Cam  lepinge  in,  and  chaced  oat  the  frere ; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  with  a  fal  angry 

chere,  (450) 

And  fette  his  felawe,  ther-as  lay  his  stoor. 
He  looked  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor ;  2160 
He  grinte  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wrooth. 
A  stardy  pas  doan  to  the  conrt  he  gooth, 
Wher-as  ther  woned   a   man  of  greet 

honoar. 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  oonfessoar  ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  frere  cam,  as  he  were  in  a  rage,  2166 
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Wher-as  this  lord  sat  eting  at  his  bord. 
Unnethes  mlghte  the  frere  speke  a  word, 
Tilattelasteheseyde:  ^godjowsee!'  (461) 
This  lord  gan  loke,  and  seido,  ^5en*- 

eitel  2170 

What,  frere  John,  -what  manor  world  is 

this? 
I  see  wel  that  som  thing  ther  is  amis. 
Ye  loken  aa  the  wode  were  fVil  of  thevis. 
Sit  donn  anon,  and  tel  me  what  s^onr 

greef  is. 
And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.'  2175 
'I  have,' quod  he,  'hadadespytthisday, 
Gk>d  yelde  yow!  adoon  in  yonr  village, 
That  in  this  world  is  noon  so  povre  a  page. 
That  he  nolde  have  abhominaoionn    (471) 
Of  that  I  have  reoejnred  in  yonr  toon.  ai8o 
And  yet  ne  greveth  me  no-thing  so  sore, 
As  that  this  olde  cherl,  with  lokkes  here. 
Blasphemed  hath  onr  holy  oovent  eke.' 

*  Now,  maister,'  quod  this  lord,  *  1 3^ow 

biseke.' 

*  No  maister,  sire,'  quod  he,  *  but  servi- 

tonr,  2185 

Thogh  I  have  had  in  scole  swich  honour. 
God  lyketh  nat  that "  Baby  "  men  ns  calle. 
Neither  in  market  ne  in  yonr  large  halle.' 

*  No  fors,'  qnod  he,  *  bat  tel  me  al  yonr 

grief.'  (481) 

*  Sire,'  qnod  this  firere,  *  an  odions  mes- 

chief  9190 

This  day  bitid  is  to  msm  ordre  and  me. 
And  90  per  coMsquem  to  ech  degree 
Of  holy  chirohe,  god  amende  it  sone ! ' 

*  Sir,*  qnod  the  lord.  *  ye  woot  what  is 

to  done. 
Distempre  yow  noght,  jre  be  my  eon- 

fessonr ;  9195 

Te  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  and  the 

savonr. 
For  goddes  love  yonr  paoienoe  ye  holde , 
Tel  me  yonr  grief:'  and  he  anon  him 

tolde,  (490) 

As  ye  han  herd  bifom,  ye  woot  wel  what. 

TheladyofthehonsaystiUesat,    aaoo 

Til  she  had  herd  al  what  the  frere  sayde : 

*Ey,  goddes  moder,'  qnod  she,   ^blisM 

nu^de! 
Is  ther  oght  elles?  telle  me  feithftilly.' 

*  Madame,'  qnod  he,  *how  thinkeih  yow 

her-by?' 


*How  that  me  thinketh?'  qnod  she; 

^sogodme  speede,  aao5 

I  seye,  a  oherl  hath  doon  a  cherles  dede. 
What  shold  I  seye?  god  lat  him  never 

thee! 
His  syke  heed  is  M  of  vanitee,  (500) 

I  hold  him  in  a  manor  fVene^e.' 

*  Madame,'  qnod  he,  *  by  god  I  shal  nat 

lye ;  aaio 

Bnt  I  on  other  weyes  may  be  wreke, 
I  shal  diffame  him  over-al  ther  I  speke, 
This  fiEilse  blasphemonr,  that  charged  mo 
To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be. 
To  every  man  y-liche,  with  mesohannce ! ' 
The  lord  sat  stiUe  as  he  were  in  a 

trannce,  3216 

And  in  his  herte  he  rolled  np  and  donn, 
'  How  hadde  this  cherl  imaginacionn  (510) 
To  shewe  swich  a  probleme  to  the  frere? 
Never  erst  ernowherde  lof  swich  matere ; 
I  trowe  the  devel  pntte  it  in  his  minde. 
In  ars-metryke  shal  ther  no  man  flnde, 
Bifom  this  day,  of  swich  a  qnestionn. 
Who  sholde  make  a  demonstracionn. 
That  every  man  sholde  have  y-liche  his 

part  3335 

As  of  the  sonn  or  savonr  of  a  fturt  ?     (518) 

0  nyoe  pronde  cherl,  I  shrewe  his  face ! 
Lo,  sires,'  qnod  the  lord,  wiUi  harde  grace, 
*  Who  ever  herde  of  swich  a  thing  er  now? 
To  every  man  y-lyke  ?  tel  me  how.     3330 
It  is  an  inpossible,  it  may  nat  be ! 

Ey,  njroe  cherl,  god  lete  him  never  thee ! 
The  mmblinge  of  a  fart,  and  every  sonn, 
Nis  bnt  of  eir  reverberaoionn,  3354 

And  ever  it  wasteth  lyte  and  lyte  awey. 
Ther  is  no  man  can  demen,  by  my  fey. 
If  that  it  were  departed  equally.        (539) 
What,  lo,  my  oherl,  lo,  yet  how  shrewedly 
Un-to  my  confessoor  to-day  he  spak ! 

1  holde  him  certeyn  a  demoniak !  3340 
Now  ete  yonr  mete,  and  lat  the  cherl  go 

pleye, 
Lat  him  go  honge  himself,  a  devel  weye  I ' 
Now  stood  the  lordes  sqnyer  at  the  bord. 
That  carf  his  mete,  and  herde,  word  by 

word,  3344 

Of  alle  thinges  of  which  I  have  yow  sayd. 
'  My  lord,' qnod  he,  *  be  ye  nat  yvel  apayd ; 
I  conde  telle,  for  a  gonne-olooth. 
To  yow,  sir  frere,  so  ye  be  nat  wrooth,  (540) 
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How  that  this  fart  sholde  oven  deled  be 
Among  yonr  covent,  if  it  lyked  me.'    2250 
*Tel,'  qnod  the  lord,  *and  thon  shalt 

have  anon 
A  goon&Ksloth,  l^  god  and  by  Seint  John ! ' 
*My  lord,'  qnod  he,  *whan  that  the 

weder  is  fair, 
With-onten  wind  or  pertorbinge  of  air, 
Lat  bringe  a  cartwheel  here  in-to  this 

halle,  2ass 

But  loke  that  it  have  his  spokes  alle. 
Twelf  spokes  hath  a  cartwheel  comnnly . 
And  bring  me  than  twelf  f  reres,  woot  ye 

why?  (550) 

For  thrittene  is  a  covent,  as  I  gesse. 
The  oonfessoor  heer,  for  his  worthinesse, 
Shal  parfonme  up  the  nombre  of  his 

covent.  2a6i 

Than  shal  they  knele  doon,  by  oon  assent, 
And  to  eveiy  spokes  ende,  in  this  manere, 
Fnl  sadly  leye  his  nose  shal  a  fVere. 
Your  noble  confessoor,  ther  god  him  save, 
Shal  holde  his  nose  npright,  nnder  the 

nave.  3366 

Than  shal  this  oherl,  with  bely  stif  and 

toght 
As  any  taboor,  hider  been  y-broght ;  (^60) 
And  sette  him  on  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  3369 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fjEurt 


And  ye  shnl  seen,  up  peril  of  my  lyf. 
By  prove  which  Uiat  is  demonstratif. 
That  equally  the  sonn  of  it  wol  wende. 
And    eek  tiie  stink,  nn-to   the   spokes 

ende; 
Save  that  this  worthy  man,  yonr  con- 
fessoor, aajs 
By-canse  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour, 
Shal  have  the  flrste  fmit,  as  reson  is ; 
The  noble  usage  of  freres  yet  is  this,  (570) 
The  worthy  men  of  hem  shnl  first  be 
served ;                                          2279 
And  certeinly,  he  hath  it  weel  deserved. 
He  hath  to-day  taught  us  so  muchel  good 
With  prechingin  the  pulpit  ther  he  stood, 
That  I  may  vouohe-sauf,  I  sey  for  me, 
He  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fartes  three, 
And  so  wolde  al  his  covent  hardily ;  2285 
He  bereth  him  so  faire  and  holily.* 
The  lord,  the  lady,  and  eoh  man,  save 
the  firere,                                      (579) 
Seyde  that  Jankin  spak,  in  this  matere. 
As  wel  as  Euclide  or  [as]  Ptholomee. 
Touohinge  this  cherl,  they  seyde,  subtiltee 
And  heigh  wit  made  him  spoken  as  ho 
spak ;                                              2391 
He  nis  no  fool,  no  no  demoniak. 
And  Jankin  hathy-wonne  a  newe  goune. — 
My  tale  is  doon     we  been  almost  at 
toune.                                            3394 


Here  endeth  the  Somnours  Tale. 
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GEOUP  E. 


THE   CLERK'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Clerkea  Tale  of  Ozenford. 


*  Sir  clerk  of  Oxenford,'  onr  boste  sayde, 
*To  ryde  as  coy  and  gtille  as  dooth  a 

mayde, 
Wore  newe  sponsedf  sitting  at  the  bord ; 
This  day  no  herde  I  of  your  tonge  a  word. 
I  trowe  ye  stndie  abonte  som  sophyme,  5 
But  Salomon  seith,  "every  thing  hath 
tyme." 

For  goddes  sake,  as  beth  of  bettre  chore, 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  stndien  here. 
Telle  ns  som  mery  tale,  by  your  fi^ ; 
For  what  man  that  is  entred  in  a  pley,  10 
He  nodes  moot  onto  the  pley  assonte. 
Bat  precheth  nat,  as  freres  doon  in  Lento, 
To  make  ns  for  oar  olde  sinnos  wepe, 
No  that  thy  tale  make  ns  nat  to  slope. 

Telle  OS  som  mory  thing  of  aventares ; — 

Your  termes,  your   colours,   and   yoor 

figares,  16 

Kepe  hem  in  stoor  til  so  be  ye  endjrte 

Heigh  style,  as  whan  that  men  to  kinges 

wryte, 
Speketh  so  pl«yn  at  this  tyme^  1  yow  proye. 
That  wo  may  nnderstondo  what  ye  seye.' 

This  worthy  clerk  benignely  answerdo, 

*  Hoste,*  qnod  he,  '  I  am  nnder  yoor  yerde ; 
Ye  ban  of  as  as  now  the  govemaonce, 
And  therfor  wol  I  do  yow  oboisaonce, 

As  for  as  reson  azeth,  hardily.  25 

'  I  wol  yow  telle  a  tale  which  that  I 
Lemed  at  Fadowe  of  a  worthy  clerk. 
As  preved  by  his  wordes  and  his  work. 


He  is  now  deed  and  nayled  in  his  choste,  1 
I  prey  to  god  so  yove  his  soale  roste !     30  . 

Frannceys  Petrark,  the  laoreat  poeto, 
Highte  this  clerk,  whos  rethoryke  sweete 
Enlomined  al  Itaille  of  poetxye. 
As  Linian  dido  of  phUosophy  e 
Or  lawe,  or  other  art  particolor ;  35 

Bat  deeth,  that  wol  nat  snffine  as  dweUen 

heor 
Bnt  as  it  were  a  twinkling  of  an  y6, 
Hem  botho  hath  slayn,  and  alio  shnl  we 

dye. 
Bat  forth  to  toUen  of  this  worthy  man, 
That  taaghto  me  this  tale,  as  I  bigan,  40 
I  seye  that  first  with  heigh  style  he 

endyteth, 
Br  he  the  body  of  his  tale  wryteth, 
A  prohome,  in  the  which  disoryveth  he 
Pemond,  and  of  Salaces  the  oontree,     44 
And  speketh  of  Apennyn,  the  hillos  bye. 
That  been  the  boandes  of  West  Lam- 

bardye, 
And  of  Meant  Vosolas  in  special. 
Where  as  the  Poo,  oat  of  a  wello  smal, 
Taketh  his  firsto  springing  and  his  soars, 
That  estward  ay  oncresseth  in  his  coors  50 
To  Emelward,  to  Ferraro,  and  Yenyse : 
The  which  a  long  thing  were  to  devyse. 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  jogemont. 
Me  thinketh  it  a  thing  in^>ertinent. 
Save  that  ho  wol  conveyen  his  mattt« :  55 
Bnt  this  his  tale,  which  that  ye  may  here.' 
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THE   CLERKES   TALE. 


Here  biglnneth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk  of  Oxenford. 


Thkr  IB,  at  the  weet  syde  of  Itaille, 
Doon  at  the  rote  of  Yesolus  the  oolde, 
A  lusty  playne,  habundant  of  vitaille, 
Wher  many  a  tour  and  tonn  thou  mayst 
biholde,  60 

That  founded  were  m  tyme  of  fadree  olde, 
And  many  another  delitable  sighte, 
And  Salnces  this  noble  oontree  highte. 

A  markie  whylom  lord  waa  of  that  londe, 
As  were  his  worthy  eldree  him  bifore ;  65 
And  obeisant  and  redy  to  his  honde  (xo) 
Were  alle  his  liges,  bothe  lasse  and  more. 
Thus  in  delyt  he  liveth,  and  hath  don  yore, 
Biloved  and  drad,  thnzgh  iayonr  of  for- 
tune, 69 
Bothe  of  his  lotdes  and  of  his  oommnne. 

Therwith  he  was,  to  speke  as  of  linage, 
The  gentilleste  y-bom  of  Lumbardye, 
A  fair  persone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of 

age, 
And  fol  of  honour  and  of  curteisye ; 
Discreet  y-nogh  his  oontree  for  to  gye,  75 
Save  in  somme  thinges  that  he  was  to 

blame,  (ao) 

And  Walter  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  that  he  oonsidereth 
noght  78 

In  tyme  cominge  what  mighte  him  bityde. 
But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  thoght, 
As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  every  syde ; 
Wei  ny  alle  othere  cures  leet  he  slyde, 
And  eek  he  nolde,  and  that  was  worst  of 
aUe,  (27) 

Wedde  no  wyf,  for  noght  that  may  bifeUle. 

Only  that  point  his  peple  bar  so  sore,  85 
That  flokmele  on  a  day  they  to  him  wente, 
And  oon  of  hem,  that  wyseet  was  of  lore, 
Or  elles  that  the  lord  best  wolde  assente 


That  he  sholde  telle  him  what  his  peple 
mente,  89 

Or  elles  ooude  he  shewe  wel  swich  matere. 
He  to  the  markis  seyde  as  ye  shul  here. 

*  O  noble  markis,  jonx  humanitee 
Assureth  us  and  yeveth  us  hardinesse, 
Asofteastymeisof  neoessitee  94 

That  we  to  yow  mowe  telle  our  herinesse ; 
Aocepteth,  lord,  now  for  3^>ur  gentillease. 
That  we  with  pitous  herte  un-to  yow 
pleyne,  (41) 

And  lete  3^>ur  eres  nal  my  voys  disdeyne. 

AI  have  I  noght  to  done  in  this  matere 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  tlusplace. 
Yet  for  as  muche  as   ye,  my  lord  so 

dere,  101 

Han  alwey  shewed  me  favour  and  grace, 
I  dar  the  better  aske  of  yow  a  space 
Of  audience,  to  shewen  our  requeste. 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  3row 

leste.  1Q5 

For  certes,  lord,  so  wel  us  lyketh  yow  (50) 
And  al  your  werk  and  ever  han  doon, 

that  we 
Ne  ooude  nat  us  self  devysen  how 
We  mighte  liven  in  more  felicitee. 
Save  o  thing,  lord,  if  it  your  wille  be,  1 10 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  leste. 
Than  were  your  peple  in  sovereyn  hertes 

reste. 

Boweth  your  nekke  under  that  blisfnl  3^k 
Of  Boveraynetee,  noght  of  servjrse. 
Which  that  men  olepeth  spousaille  or 

wedlok ;  1 15 

And  thenketh,  lord,  among  your  thoghtes 

wyse,  (60) 

How  that  our  dayes  passe  in  sondry  wyse ; 
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For  though  we  cdepe  or  wake,  or  rome,  or 

lyde, 
Ay  fleeth  the  tyme,  it  nil  no  man  abs^de. 

And  though  jronr  grene  jronthe  floore  as 
yit,  120 

In  crepeth  age  alwey,  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  deeth  manaoeth  every  age,  and  smit 
In  eoh  estaat,  for  ther  escapeth  noon : 
And  al  so  oertein  as  we  knowe  echoon 
That  we  shnl  deye,  as  nncerteyn  we  alle 
Been  of  that  day  whan  deeth  shal  on  us 
flftlle.  (70)  ia6 

Aooepteth  than  of  ns  the  trewe  entente, 
That  never  yet  reftuieden  jronr  heste, 
And  we  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wol  assente, 
Ghese  jrow  a  wyf  in  short  tyme,  atte  leste. 
Bom  of  the  gentilleste  and  of  the  meste 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to  god  and  yaw,  as  we  can  deme. 

Deliver  ns  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede. 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hye  goddes  sake ;    135 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  god  forbede,       (80) 
That   thnrgh   yonr  deeth   yonr   linage 

sholde  slake. 
And  that  a  straonge  soooessonr  sholde 

take 
Yonr  heritage,  o  I  wo  were  ns  alyve ! 
Wherfor  we  pray  yon  hastily  to  wyve.' 140 

Hir  meke  preyere  and  hir  pitons  chere 

Made  the  markis  herte  han  intee. 

*Ye  woV  qnod  he,   *  mjni  owene  peple 

dere. 
To  that  I  never  erst  thoghte  strejme  me. 
I  me  rejoysed  of  my  libertee,  145 

That  selde  iyme  is  foonde  in  mariage ;  (90) 
Ther  I  was  firee,  I  moot  been  in  servage. 

But  nathelees  I  see  yonr  trewe  entente, 
Andtmstenpon  yonr  wit,  and  have  don  ay ; 
Wherforof  my  free  will  wol  assente  150 
To  wedde  me,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
But  ther-as  ye  han  profred  me  to-day 
To  chese  me  a  wyf,  I  yow  relesse 
That  ohoys,  and  prey  yow  of  that  profre 
oesse.  154 

For  god  it  woot,  that  children  ofte  been 
Unlyk  her  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore ;  ( 100) 


Bonntee  comth  al  of  god,  nat  of  the  streen 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  and  y-bore ; 
I  troste  in  goddes  bonntee,  and  therfore 
My  mariage  and  mjni  estaat  and  reste  160 
I  him  bitake ;  he  may  don  as  him  leste. 

Lat  me  alone  in  ohesinge  of  my  wyf. 
That  charge  np-on  my  bak  I  wol  endure ; 
But  lyow  preye,  and  charge  up-on  your  lyf. 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  assure 
To  worshipe  hir,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dure,  (no)  166 

In  word  and  werk,  bothe  here  and  every- 
where, 
As  she  an  emperoures  doghter  were. 

And  forthermore,  this  shal  ye  swere,  thai 

ye 
Agayn  my  choys  shul  neither  gmoche  ne 

stryve;  170 

For  sith  I  shal  forgoon  my  libertee 
At  your  requeste,  as  ever  moot  I  thiyve, 
Ther  as  myn  herte  isset,  ther  wol  I  wyvo ; 
And  but  ye  wole  asBentein  swich  manere, 
I  prey  jrow,  speketh   nsrmore   of  this 

matere.*  (119)  175 

With  hertly  wil  they  sworen,  and  assenten 
To  al  this  thing,  ther  seyde  no  wight  nay ; 
Bisekinge  him  of  grace,  er  that  th^ 

wenten. 
That  he  wolde  graunten  hem  a  certein  day 
Of  his  spousaille,  as  sone  as  ever  he  may ; 
For  yet  alwey  the  peple  som-what  dredde 
Lest  that  this  markis  no  wyf  wolde  wedde. 

He  graunted  hem  a  day,  swich  as  him 

leste, 
On  which  he  wolde  bo  wedded  sikerly,  184 
And  seyde,  he  dide  id  this  at  hir  requeste ; 
And  they,  with  humble  entente,  buxomly, 
Knelinge  upK>n  her  knees  ftxl  reverently 
Him  thanken  alle,  and  thus  they  han  an 

ende  (133) 

Of  hir  entente,  and  hoom  agayn  they 

wende. 

And  heer-up-on  he  to  his  oi&ceres        190 
Comaundeth  for  the  feste  to  purveye, 
And  to  his  privee  knightes  and  squyeres 
Swich  charge  yaf,  ashim  liste  on  hem  leye ; 
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And  they  to  his  oomAndexuent  obeye, 
And  ech  of  hem  doth  al  hla  diligence  195 
To  doon  un-to  the  feste  reverence.     (140) 
Explicit  prima  pars. 

Incipit  secimda  pars. 
Koght  fer  fro  thiike  paleys  honnrable 
Ther-as  this  markiii  shoop  his  manage, 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  site  delitable, 
In  which  that  povre  folk  of  that  village  aoo 
Hadden  hir  bestee  and  hir  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  labonr  took  hir  sustenance 
After  that  th*erthe-yaf  hem  habnndance. 

Amonges  thise  povre  folk  ther  dwelte 

aman 
Which  that  was  holden  povrest  of  hem 

alle;  305 

Bnt  hye  god  som  tyme  senden  can     (150) 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  ozes  stalle : 
Janionla  men  of  that  throp  him  calle. 
A  doghter  hadde  he,  fair  y-nogh  to  sighte, 
And  Giisildis  this  yonge  mayden  highte. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vertuous  beautee,  2 1 1 
Than  was  she  oon  the  faireste   under 

Sonne; 
For  povreliche  y-fostred  np  was  she, 
No  likerous  lost  was  thorgh  hir  herte 

y-ronne ;  (158)  214 

Wei  ofter  of  the  welle  than  of  the  tonne 
She  drank,  and  for  she  wolde  vertn  plese, 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  non  ydel  ese. 

But  thogh  this  mayde  tendrewereof  age, 

Yet  in  the  brest  of  hir  virginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  rype  and  sad  corage ; 

And  in  greet  reverence  and  charitee    921 

Hir  olde  povre  fietder  f oetred  she ; 

A  fewe  sheep  spinning  on  feeld  cdie  kepte. 

She  wolde  noght  been  ydel  til  she  slepte. 

And  whan  she  hoomward  cam,  she  wolde 

bringe  22$ 

Wortes  or  othere  herbes  tymes  ofte,  (170) 

The  whiche  she  shredde  and  seetli  for  hir 

livinge, 
And  made  hir  bed  ftil  haide  and  no-thing 

softe; 
And  ay  she  kepte  liir  £»dres  lyf  on-lofte 
Witheveriohobeisaunce  and  diligence  230 
That  child  may  doon  to  fodres  reverence. 


Up-on  Grisilde,  this  povre  creature, 
Ful  ofte  63rthe  this  markis  sette  his  yO 
As  he  on  hunting  rood  paraventure ;   234 
And  whan  it  fil  that  he  mighte  hir  espye. 
He  noght  with  wantoun  loking  of  folye 
His  yfin  caste  on  hir,  but  in  sad  wyse  (iSi) 
Up-on  hir  chere  he  wolde  him  ofte  avyse, 

Commending  in  his  herte  hir  womman- 

hede. 
And  eek  hir  vertu,  passing  any  wight  240 
Of  so  yong  age,  as  wel  in  chere  as  dede. 
For  thogh  the  peple  have  no  greet  insight 
In  vertu,  he  considered  ftil  right 
Hir  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  wolde 
Wedde  hir  only,  if  ever  he  wedde  sholde. 

The  day  of  wedding  cam,  but  no  wight 
can  (190)  246 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholde  be ; 
For  which  merveille  wondred  many  a  man, 
And  seyden,  whan  they  were  in  privetee, 
•  Wol  nat  our  lord  yet  leve  his  vanitee  ?  250 
Wol  he  nat  wedde  ?  alias,  alias  the  whyle ! 
Why  wol  he  thus  him-self  and  us  bigyle  ? ' 

But  natheles  this  markis  hath  don  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure, 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Grisildis  sake,  255 
And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde,  lyk  to  hir  stature,  (201) 

And  eek  of  othere  omamentes  alio 
That  un-to  swioh  a  wedding  sholde  falle. 

The  tyme  of  undem  of  the  same  day   260 
Approcheth,  that  this  wedding  sholde  be ; 
And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  halle  and  chambres,  ech  in  his 

degree; 
Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plentee    264 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deyntevous  vitaille, 
That  may  be  founde,  as  fer  as  last  Itaille. 

This  royal  markis,  richely  arrayed,    (21 1) 
Lordes  and  ladyes  in  his  oompanye. 
The  whiche  unto  the  festewere  y-prayed. 
And  of  his  retenue  the  hacheliye,        270 
With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Un-to  the  village,  of  the  which  I  toldo, 
In  this  array  the  righte  wey  han  holde. 

Grisilde  of  this,  god  woot,  ful  innocent, 
That  for  hir  shapen  was  al  this  array,  375 
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To  feoohen  water  at  a  wdle  is  went,  (a  jo) 
And  oometh  hoom  as  sone  as  ever  she  may. 
IV>r  wel  she  hadde  herd  seyd,  that  thilke 

day 
The  markis  sholde  wedde,  and,  if  she 

xnighte, 
She  wolde  &yn  han  seyn  som  of  that 

sighte.  380 

She  thoghte,  *I  wol with  othere  maydens 

stonde, 
That  been  my  felawes,  in  our  dore,  and  see 
The  markisesse,  and  therfor  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
The  labour  which  that  longeth  nn-to  me ; 
And  than  I  may  at  leyser  hir  biholde,  aS6 
If  she  this  wey  un-to  the  castel  holde.'  (33 1) 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  threshfold  goon, 
The  Tiftiir¥i>  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle ; 
And  she  set  doon  hir  water-pot  anoon  390 
Bisyde  the  threshfold,  in  an  ozes  stalle, 
And  doon  up-on  hir  knees  she  gan  to  falle, 
And  with  sad  oontenanoe  kneleth  stille 
Til  she  had  herd  what  was  the  lordes  wille. 

This  thoghtltd  markis  spak  nn-to  this 
mayde  (239)  395 

Fnl  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  Wher  is  your  fader,  Grisildis  ? '  he  sayde, 
And  she  with  reverence,  in  hmnble  chere, 
Answerde,  *  lord,  he  is  al  redy  here.' 
And  in  she  gooth  with-oaten  longer  lette, 
And  to  the  markis  she  hir  £EMler  fette.  301 

He  by  the  hond  than  took  this  olde  man, 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  him  hadde 
asyde, 

*  Janionla,  I  neither  may  ne  can  304 
Longer  the  plesance  of  myn  herte  hyde. 
If  that  thon  vonche-sanf,  what-so  bityde, 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  that  I  wende. 
As  for  my  wyf,  nn-to  hir  lyves  ende.  (252) 

Thon  lovest  me,  I  woot  it  wel,  certeyn, 
And  art  my  feithfcd  lige  man  y-bore ;  310 
And  al  that  lyketh  me,  I  dar  wel  seyn 
It  lyketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore 
Tel  me  that  poynt  that  I  have  seyd  bifore. 
If  that  thou  wolt  nn-to  that  poxpos  drawe, 
To  take  me  as  for  thy  sone-in-lawe  ? '   315 


This  sodeyn  oas  this  man  astoned  so,  (260) 
That  reed  he  wex,  abayst,  and  al  qnaking 
He  stood ;  nnnethes  eeyde  he  wordes  mo, 
But  only  thns :  *  lord,*  quod  he, '  my  wil- 
ling 
Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayeines  your  lyking  320 
I  wol  no-thing ;  ye  be  my  lord  so  dere ; 
Bight  as  3row  lust  govemeth  this  matere.' 

*  Yet  wol  I,'  qnod  this  markis  soffcely, 

*  That  in  thy  chambre  I  and  thou  and  she 
Have  a  coUadon,  and  wostow  why  ?  325 
For  I  wol  aze  if  it  hir  wiUe  be  (270) 
To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hir  after  me ; 
And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  noght  speke  out  of  thyn  audience. ' 

And  in  the  chambre  whyl  they  were 
aboute  330 

Hir  tretis,  which  as  ye  shal  after  here. 
The  peple  cam  un-to  the  hons  witlwmte, 
And  wondred  hem  in  how  honest  numere 
And  tentifly  she  kepte  hir  fader  dere.  (278) 
But  outerly  Grisildis  wondre  mighte,  335 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  she  swioh  a  sighte, 

Ko  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  were  astoned 
To  seen  so  greet  a  gest  come  in  that  place ; 
She  never  was  to  swiche  gestes  woned, 
For  which  she  loked  with  Ail  pale  face. 
But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chaoe, 
Thise  am  the  wordes  that  the  markis 
sayde  34a 

To  this  benigne  verray  feithful  mayde. 

'  Gxisilde,*  he  seyde,  *  ye  shul  wel  under* 

stonde 
It  lyketh  to  your  fader  and  to  me        345 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  may  so 

stonde,  (290} 

As  I  suppose,  ye  wol  that  it  so  be. 
But  thise  demandes  axe  I  first,*  quod  he, 
'  That,  sith  it  shal  be  doon  in  hastif  wyse, 
Wol  ye  assente,  or  elles  jx)w  avyse  ?     350 

I  seye  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herte 

To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  firely  mi^. 

As  me  best  thinket.h,  do  yovr  laughe  or 

smerte, 
And  never  ye  to  grucche  it,  night  ne  da^  ? 
And  eek  whan  I  sey  "ye,"  ne  sey  nat 

"nay,"  355 
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Neither  by  word  no  frowning  oontenanoe ; 
Swer  this,  and  here  I  swere  our  allianoe.' 

Wondring  npon  this  word,  quaking  for 
drede,  (30a) 

She  seyde,  *  lord,  undigne  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thilke  honour  that  ye  me  bede ;  360 
But  as  ye  wol  your-self,  right  so  wol  L 
And  heer  I  swere  that  never  willingly 
In  werk  ne  thoght  I  nil  yow  disobeye, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 
deye.*  (308)  364 

*  Hiis  is  y-nogh,  Grisilde  myn  I  *  quod  he. 
And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ful  sobre  chere 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  that  cam  she, 
And  to  the  peple  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  This  is  my  wyf,*  quod  he,  *  that  standeth 

here.  369 

Honoureth  hir,  and  loveth  hir,  I  preye, 
Who-so  me  loyeth;   ther  is  na-more  to 

seye.' 

And  for  that  no-thing  of  hir  olde  gere 
She  sholde  bringe  in-to  his  hous,  he  bad 
That  wommen  sholde  dispoilen  hir  right 
there ;  (318)  374 

Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right  glad 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wher-in  she  was  clad. 
But  natheles  this  mayde  bright  of  hewe 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al  newe. 

Hir  heres  han  they  kembd,  that  lay  un- 

tressed 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  flngres  smale  380 
A  oorone  on  hir  heed  th^  han  y-dressed, 
And  sette  hir  ful  of  nowches  grete  and 

smale; 
Of  hir  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale  ? 
Unnethe  the  peple  hir  knew  for  hir  fair- 


Whan  she  translated  was  in  swich  rich- 
esse.  385 

Thismarkis  hath  hir  spoused  with  a  ring 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  than  hir 
sette  (330 

T7p-on  an  hors,  snow-whyt  and  wel  am- 
bling, 
And  to  his  paleys,  or  he  longer  lette, 
With  joyM  peple  that  hir  laddo  and 
mette,  390 


Conyeyed  hir,  and   thus  the  day  they 

spende 
In  revel,  til  the  Sonne  gan  desoende. 

And  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  ohace, 
I  seye  that  to  this  newe  markiscsse 
God  hath  swich  favour  sent  hir  of  his 
F*ce,  395 

That  it  ne  semed  nat  by  lyklinesse     (340) 
That  she  was  bom  and  fed  in  rudenesse. 
As  in  a  oote  or  in  an  oze-stalle, 
But  norished  in  an  emperoures  haUe. 

To  eveiy  wight  she  woxen  is  so  dere    400 
And  worshipAil,  that  folk  ther  she  was 

bore 
And  from  hir  birthe  knewe  hir  yeer  by 

yere, 
Unnethe   trowed  they,  but  dorste  han 

swore 
That  to  Janide,  of  which  I  spak  bifore, 
She  doghter  nas,  fbr,  as  by  conjecture,  405 
Hem  thoughte  she  was  another  creature. 

For  thogh  that  ever  vertuous  was  she,  (351) 
She  was  enoressed  in  swich  excellence 
Of  thewes  gode,  y-set  in  heigh  bountee. 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  eloquence,  410 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  coude  so  the  peples  herte  embrace. 
That  ech  hir  lovede  that  loked  on  hir  fisice. 

Noght  only  of  Saluoes  in  the  toun 
Publioed  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name,  415 
But  eek  bisyde  in  many  a  regioun,  (360) 
If  oon  seyde  wel,  another  seyde  tho  same ; 
So  spradde  of  hir  heigh  bountee  the  fame. 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  as 

olde, 
Oon  to  Saluce,  upon  hir  to  biholde.      420 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  royally, 
Wedded  with  fortunat  honestetee, 
In  goddes  pees  livoth  ful  csily 
At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  y-nogh  had 
he  J  (368)  434 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  degree 
Was  ofte  vertu  hid,  the  peple  him  helde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seyn  fal  selde. 

Nat  only  this  Grisildis  thurgh  hir  wit 
Coude  ai  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomlinesse, 
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Bat  eek,  whan  thafc  the  oas  reqnyred  it, 
The  oommiine  profit  coade  she  redresBe. 
Ther  nas  disoord,  ranoonr,  ne  hevinesse 
In  al  that  lond,  that  she  ne  ooade  apese, 
And  wysly  bringe  liem  alle  in  reste  and 
ese. 

Though  that  hir  honshonde  absent  were 
anoon,  435 

If  gentil  men,  or  othere  of  hir  contree 
Were  wrothe,  she  wolde  bringen  hem 
atoon ;  (381) 

So  wyse  and  rype  wordes  hadde  she, 
And  jngements  of  so  greet  eqnitee. 
That  she  £rom  heven  sent  was,  as  men 
wende,  440 

Feple  to  save  and  eveiy  wrong  t'amende. 

Nat  longe  tyme  after  that  this  Ghdbuld 
Was  wedded,  she  a  donghter  hath  y-bore, 
Al  had  hir  lever  have  bom  a  knave  child. 
Glad  was  this  markis  and  the  folk  ther- 

fore;  445 

For  thoogh  a  mayde  ohild  come  al  bifore, 
She  may  unto  a  knave  child  att^yne  (391) 
By  lyklihed,  sin  she  nis  nat  bareyne. 
Explicit  secmida  para. 
Indplt  terda  pars. 
Ther  fil,  as  it  bifUleth  tymes  mo, 
Whan  that  this  chUd  had  sonked  bat 

a  thxowe,  450 

This  mark  is  in  his  herte  longeth  so 
To  tempte  his  wyf,  hir  sadnesse  for  to 

knowe, 
That  he  ne  mighte  oat  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  merveilloas  desyr,  his  wyf  t'assaye, 
Needless,  god  woot,  he  thooghte  hir  for 

t'affraye.  455 

He  hadde  assayed  hir  y-nogh  bifore,  (400) 
And  fond  hir  ever  good ;  what  neded  it 
Hir  for  to  tempte  and  alwey  more  and 

more? 
Thoogh  som  men  preise  it  for  a  sabtil  wit. 
Bat  as  for  me,  I  seye  that  yvol  it  sit    460 
Tassaye  a  W3rf  whan  that  it  is  no  node, 
And  patten  her  in  angnish  and  in  drede. 

For  which  this  markis  wroghte  in  this 

manere  j 
He  cam  alone  a-night,  ther  as  she  lay, 


With  steme  face  and  with  fol  trouble 
chere,  465 

And  seyde  thos,  *  GrisUd,'  quod  he,  *  that 
day  (410) 

That  I  yow  took  oat  of  year  povre  array, 
And  patte  3^w  in  estaat  of  heigh  noblesse, 
Ye  have  nat  that  forgeten,  as  I  gesse. 

I  seye,  Grisild,  this  present  dignitee,  470 
In  which  that  I  have  pat  yow,  as  I  trowe, 
Maketh  yow  nat  foryetftd  for  to  be 
That  I  yow  took  in  i>ovre  estaat  fol  lowe 
For  any  wele  ye  moot  yoar-selven  knowe. 
Tak  hede  of  every  word  that  I  yow  seye, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  bat  we 
tweye.  (4w)  476 

Ye  woot  3roar-self  wel,  how  that  ye  cam 

here 
In-to  this  hoas,  it  is  nat  longe  ago, 
And  thoagh  to  me  that  ye  be  lief  and 

dere, 
Un-to  my  gentdls  ye  be  no-thing  so ;    480 
They  seyn,  to  hem  it  is  greet  shame  and 

wo 
For  to  be  sabgets  and  ben  in  servage 
To  thee,  that  bom  art  of  a  smal  village. 

And  namely,  sith  thy  doghter  was  y-bore, 
Thise  wordes  ban  they  spoken  doatelees ; 
Bat  I  desyre,  as  I  have  doon  bifore,  (430) 
To  live  my  lyf  with  hem  in  reste  and 

pees; 
I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  recchelees. 
I  moot  don  with  thy  doghter  for  the 

beste, 
Nat  as  I  wolde,  bat  as  my  peple  leste.  490 

And  yet,  god  wot,  this  is  fol  looth  to  me ; 
Bat  nathelees  with-oate  yoor  witing 
I  wol  nat  doon,  bat  this  wol  I,'  qaod  he, 
*That  ye  to  me assente  as  in  this  thing. 
Shewe  now  yoar  pacience  in  year  werking 
That  ye  me  highte  and  swore  in  your 
village  (440)  45^ 

That  day  that  maked  was  oar  mariage.* 

Whan  she  had  herd  al  this,  she  noght 

amoved 
Neither  in  word,  or  chore,  or  counten- 

aance; 
For,  as  it  semed,  she  was  nat  agreved  7500 
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She  sejde,  'lord,  al  lyth  in  yonx  plee- 

aonoe, 
My  child  mnd  I  with  hertly  obeisaanoe 
Ben  yoiirefl  al,  and  ye  mowe  save  or  spille 
Your  owene  thing ;   werketh  after  your 

wille.  504 

Ther  may  no-thing,  god  so  my  soxile  save, 
lyken  to  jrow  that  may  displeae  me ;  (450) 
Ne  I  de^yre  no-thing  for  to  have, 
Ne  drede  for  to  lese,  save  only  ye ; 
This  wiL  is  in  myn  herte  and  ay  shal  be. 
No  lengthe  of  tyme  or  deeth  may  this 
defkce,  510 

Ne  chaonge  my  corage  to  another  place.' 

Olad  -was  this  marlds  of  hir  answering, 
But  yet  he  feyned  as  he  were  nat  so ; 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  loking 
Whan  that  he  sholde  oat  of  the  chambre 
go.  5»5 

Sone  after  this,  a  i\urlong  wey  or  two,  (460) 
He  prively  hatii  told  al  his  entente 
Un-to  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  him  sente. 

A  maner  sergeant  was  this  privee  man. 
The  which  that  feithftil  ofte  he  fonnden 

hadde  5^ 

In  thinges  grete,  and  eek  swioh  folk  wel 

can 
Don  execocioun  on  thinges  badde. 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  him  loved  and 

dradde; 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  his  lordes 

wiUe, 
In-to  the  chambre  he  stalked  him  ftil 

stiUe.  535 

*  Madame,*  he  seyde,  '  ye  mote  foryeve  it 

me,  (470) 

Thogh  I  do  thing  to  which  I  am  con- 

streyned; 
Ye  ben  so  wys  that  fal  wel  knowe  ye 
That  lordes  hestes  mowe  nat   been   y- 

feyned; 
They  mowe  wel  been  biwailled  or  com- 

pleyned,  530 

But  men  mot  nede  un-to  her  lost  obeye, 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  na^more  to  seye. 

This  child  I  am  comanded  for  to  take  * — 
And  spak  na-more,  bat  oat  the  child  he 
hente 


Despitoosly,  and  gan  a  chere  make      555 
Ajb  thoogh  he  wolde  han  slayn  it  er  he 
wente.  (480) 

Grisildis  mot  al  safl^ren  and  oonsente ; 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sitteth  meke  and  stille. 
And  leet  this  orael  sergeant  doon  his  wille. 

Saspecioos  was  the  diffame  of  this  man, 
Sospeot  his  &oe,  saqpect  his  word  also ;  541 
Sospeot  the  tyme  in  which  he  this  bigan. 
Alias!  hir  doghter  that  she  lovede  BO 
She  wende  he  wolde  han  slawen  it  right 
tho.  544 

Bat  nathelee  she  neither  weep  ne  syked. 
Consenting  hir  to  that  the  markis  lyked. 

Bat  atte  laste  speken  she  bigan,         (491) 
And  mekely  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde. 
So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil  man. 
That  she  moste  kisse  hir  child  er  that  it 
d^yde;  550 

And  in  her  barm  this  litel  child  she  leyde 
WithiU  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child  tokisse 
And  lolled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisM. 

And  thas  she  seyde  in  hir  benigne  voys, 
*  Fftr  weel,  my  child ;  I  shal  thee  never 

Boe;  555 

Bat,  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  the 

croys,  (500) 

Of  thilke  fiEbder  blessed  mote  thoa  be, 
That  for  as  doyde  ap-on  a  croys  of  tree. 
Thy  scale,  litel  child,  I  him  bitake, 
For  this  night  shaltow  dyen  for  my  sake.' 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas      561 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rewthe  f or  to  se ; 
Wel  mighte  a  mooder  than  han  ciyed 


Bat  nathelees  so  sad  stedfast  was  she. 
That  she  endored  all  adversitee,  565 

And  to  the  sexgeant  mekely  she  sayde,  (510) 
*  Have  heer  agayn  yoor  litel  yonge  maydo. 

Qoth  now,*  qaod   she,   *and  dooth  my 

lordes  heste. 
Bat  o  thing  wol  I  preye  yow  of  jroar  grace. 
That,  bat  my  lord  forbad  yow,  atte  leete 
Barieth  this  litel  body  in  som  place     571 
That  bestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race.' 
Bat  he  no  word  wol  to  that  parpos  seye, 
Bat  took  the  child  and  wente  apon  his 

w^e. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


6o6 


^9e  taniitiutji  Z^itt9. 


[t.  8594-8671. 


And,  god  be  thanked,  al  fil  for  the  bette. 
She  shewed  wel,  for  no  worldly  nnreste 
A  wyf,  as  of  hir-self,  no-thing  ne  sholde 
WiUe  in  effect,  bat  as  hir  honsbond  wolde. 

The  sclanndre  of  Walter  ofte  and  wyde 
spradde,  'r22 

That  of  a  cruel  herte  he  wikkedly, 
For  he  a  povre  womman  wedded  hadde. 
Hath  mordred  bothe  his  children  prively. 
Swich  mnrmnr  was  among  hem  comnnly. 
No  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peples  ere  (671) 
Ther  cam  no  word  bnt  that  they  mordred 
were. 

For  which,  wher-as  his  i>eple  ther-bifore 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  sclanndre  of  his 
diffifime  730 

Made  hem  that  they  him  hatede  therfore ; 
To  been  a  mordrer  is  an  hateftil  name. 
Bnt  natheles,  for  emest  ne  for  game 
He  of  his  cmel  pnrpos  nolde  stente ;     734 
To  tempte  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doghter  twelf  yeer  was  of 
age,  (680) 

He  to  the  oonrt  of  Bome,  in  subtil  wyse 
Enf ormed  of  his  wil,  sente  his  message, 
Comaunding  hem  swiche  bulles  to  devyse 
As  to  his  cruel  purpos  may  suff^pse,      740 
Hew  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  reste, 
Bad  him  to  wedde  another,  if  him  leste. 

I  seye,  he  bad  they  sholde  conntrefete 
The  popes  bulles,  making  mencioun   , 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  tSlSto';^i^4^ 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun,  (690) 

To  stinte  ranoour  and  dissencioun 
Bitwixe  his  peple  and  him ;  thus  seyde 

thebulle, 
The  which  they  haa  publioed  atte  fdlle. 

The  rude  peple,  as  it  no  wonder  is,  790 
Wenden  ftdwel  that  it  had  been  right  so; 
But  whan  thise  tydinges  cam  to  Grislldis, 
I  deme  that  hir  herte  was  fal  wo. 
But  she,  y-lyke  sad  for  evermo. 
Disposed  was,  this  humble  creature,  755 
Th'adyeraitee  of  fortune  alt'endure.  (700) 

Abyding  eyer  his  lust  and  his  pleeaunce, 
To  whom  that  she  was  yeren,  herte  and  al, 
As  to  hir  verray  worldly  lufllsaunoe ; 


But  shortly  if  this  storie  I  tellen  shal,  760 
This  markis  writen  hath  in  special 
A  lettre  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente, 
And  secrely  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 

To  th*erl  of  Panik,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially  765 
To  bringen  hoom  agayn  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaat  al  openly.  (711) 

But  o  thing  he  him  preyede  onterly. 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  men  wolde 

enqnere, 
Sholde  nat  telle,  whos  children  that  they 

were,  770 

But  seye,  the  mayden  sholde  y-wedded  be 
Un-to  the  markis  of  Saluce  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dide  he ; 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  wey  is  goon 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordes  many  oon,  775 
In  riche  array,  this  mayden  for  to  gyde ; 
Hir  yonge  brother  xyding  hir  Insyde.  (721) 

Arrayed  was  t(r$rard  hir  mariage 

This  fjresshe  mayde,  ftil  of  gemmes  olere ; 

Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  yeer  was  of 

age,  780 

Arrayed  eek  All  fresh  in  hismanere. 
And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  and  with  glad 

chore. 
Toward  Saluoes  shaping  hir  journey. 
Fro  day  to  day  they  lyden  in  hir  wey. 

EzpUcit  quarta  pars. 

Sequitor  quinta  para. 

Among  al  this,  after  his  wikke  usage,  78;$ 
This  markis,  yet  his  wyf  to  tempte  more 
Totheutterestepreveofhiroorage,  (731) 
Fully  to  han  ezperienoe  and  lore 
If  that  she  were  as  stedfut  as  bifore, 
He  on  a  day  in  open  andienoe  790 

Ful  boistously  hath  s^yd  hir  this  sentenoe : 

'Certes,  Grisilde,  I  hadde  y-nough  pleft- 

aunce 
To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  your  goodnesse, 
As  for  your  trouthe  and  for  your  obeis- 

aunce. 
Nought   for  your   linage   ne   for  your 

richesse;  795 

But  now  knowe  I  In  vem^  aoothfiut> 

neese  (740) 
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That  in  gxet  lordshipe,  if  I  wel  avyse, 
Ther  is  gret  ■ervitute  in  sondry  yryse, 

I  may  nat  don  as  every  plowman  may ; 
Ky  peple  me  oonstr^yneth  for  to  take  800 
Another  "wyf,  and  oryen  day  by  day ; 
And  eek  the  pope,  ranoonr  for  to  slake, 
Gonsenteth  it,  that  dar  I  undertake ; 
And  treweliche  thns  mnohe  I  wol  yow 

seye, 
My  nerwe  wyf  is  coming  by  the  weye.  805 

Be  strong  of  herte,  and  voyde  anon  hir 
plAo«,  (750) 

And  thilke  dower  that  ye  broghten  me 
Tak  it  agayn,  I  grannte  it  of  my  grace ; 
Betonmeth  to  your  fttdres  hons,*  quod  he ; 

*  No  man  may  aly^ey  ban  prosperitee ;  810 
With  ^^ittttli^Srtfe'M  rede  yow  t'endnre 
The  strook  of  fortune  or  of  aventnre.' 

And  she  answerde  agayn  in  paoienoe, 

*  My  lord,'  quod  she,  *  I  woot,  and  wiste 

alway 
How  that  bitwizen  your  magnifleenoe  815 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  can  ne  may  (760) 
Maken  compcurison ;  it  is  no  nay. 
I  n^  heeld  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  your  wyf,  no,  nS'your  ohamberere. 

And  in  this  hous,  ther  ye  me  lady  made— 
The  heighe  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse,  821 
And  also  wisly  he  my  soule  glade— 
I  never  heeld  me  lady  ne  maisfcresse, 
But  humble  servant  to  your  worthineese. 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 
dure,  825 

Aboven  every  worldly  creature.  (770) 

That  ye  so  longe  of  your  benignitee 
Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobl^e, 
Wher^tf  I  was  noght  worthy  for  to  be. 
That  thonke  I  god  and  yow,  to  whom 
I  preye  830 

Foryelde  it  yow ;  there  is  narmore  to  seye. 
Un-to  my  &der  gladly  wol  I  wende, 
And  with  him  dwelle  un-to  my  lyves  ende. 

Ther  I  was  foetred  of  a  child  fnl  smal, 
Til  I  be  deed,  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede     835 
A  widwe  dene,  in  body,  herte,  and  aL  (780) 
For  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede, 
And  am  your  trewe  wyf,  it  is  no  drede, 


GKkL  shilde  swioh  a  lordes  wyf  to  take 
Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make.  840 

And  of  your  newe  wyf,  god  of  his  grace 
So  graunte  yow  wele  and  prosperitee  : 
For  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hir  my  place. 
In  which  that  I  was  blisiVil  wont  to  be, 
For  sith  it  lyketh  yow,  my  lord,*  quod 
ri»e,  845 

*  That  whylom  weren  al  myn  hertes  reste, 
That  I  shal  goon,  I  wol  gon  whan  yow 

leste.  (79,) 

Ik..    ^ 
But  ther-as  ye  me  profire  swioh  dowaire 
As  I  first  broghte,  it  is  wel  in  my  minde 
It  were  my  wreoched  clothes,  no-thing 

fiwre,  850 

The  which  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to 

flnde. 
O  gode  god  !  how  gentil  and  how  kinde 
Ye  semed  by  your  speche  and  your  visage 
The  day  that  maked  was  our  mariage ! 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  algate  I  finde  it  trewe— 
For  in  effect  it  preved  is  on  me—  (800)  856 
Love  is  noght  old  as  whaa  that  it  is  newe. 
3ut  oertes,  lord,  for  noon  adverdtee, 
f  o  dyen  in  the  cas,  it  shal  nat  be  859 
T3iat  ever  in  word  or  werk  I  shal  repente 
That  I  yow  yaf  myn  herte  in  hool  entente. 

My  lord,  3^  woot  that,  in  my  fadres  place. 
Ye  dede  me  strepe  out  of  my  povre  wede, 
And  richely  me  dadden,  of  your  grace. 
To  yow  broghte  I  noght  elles,  out  of  drede, 
But  foyth  and  nakednesse  and  mayden- 
liode.  (810)  866 

And  here  agayn  my  clothing  I  restore, 
And  eek  my  wedding-ring,  for  evermore. 

Theremenantofyourjewelsredy  be  869 
In-with  your  chambre,  dar  I  saufiy  sayn ; 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,'  quod  she, 

*  I  cam,  and  naked  moot  I  tume  agayn. 
Al  your  plesaunce  wol  I  folwen  fayn ; 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  your  entente  874 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  your  paloys  wente. 

Ye  coude  nat  doon  so  dishoneste  a  thing, 

That  thilke  wombe  in  which  your  children 

l^ye  (8ai) 

Sholde,  bifom  the  peple,  in  my  walking, 
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Be  seyn  al  bare ;  wherfor  I  yow  preje, 
Lat  me  nat  lyk  a  worm  go  hy  the  weye.  880 
Remembre  yow,  myn  owene  lord  so  dere, 
I  was  yonr  "wyf,  thogh  I  unworthy  were. 

Wherfor,  in  guerdon  of  my  maydenhede, 
Which  tiiat  I  broghte,  and  noght  agayn 

Ibere,  884 

As  voncheth  sanf  to  yeve  me,  to  my  mede, 
But  swioh  a  amok  as  I  was  wont  to  were, 
That  I  therwith  may  wrye  the  wombe  of 

here  (831) 

That  was  your  wyf ;  and  heer  take  I  my 

leve 
Of  yow,  myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow  greve.* 

*  The  smok,'  quod  he,  *  that  thou  hast  on 
thybak,  890 

Lat  it  be  stille,  and  ber  it  forth  with  thee.* 
Bat  wel  tmnethes  thilke  word  he  spak, 
Bnt  wente  his  wey  for  rewthe  and  for 

pitee. 
Bifom  the  folk  hir-selTen  strepeth  she, 
And  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  al 
baro*  (839)  895 

Toward  hir  £Eider  hoos  forth  is  she  fisire. 

The  folk  hir  folwe  wepinge  in  hir  weye. 
And  fortune  ay  they  cnrsen  as  they  goon ; 
Bat  she  fro  weping  kepte  hir  y6n  dreye, 
Ne  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  she  noon.  900 
Hir  fader,  that  this  tyding  herde  anoon, 
Carseth  the  day  and  tyme  that  natore 
Shoop  him  to  been  a  lyves  dreatore. 

For  oat  of  doate  this  olde  povre  man   ' 
Was  ever  in  suspect  of  hir  manage;    905 
For  ever  he  demed,  sith  that  it  bigan,  (850) 
That  whan  the  lord  ftilfild  had  his  corage, 
Him  wolde  thinke  it  were  a  disitarage 
To  his  estaat  so  lowe  for  Valighte, 
And  voyden  hir  as  sone  as  ever  he  mighte. 

Agayns  his  doghter  hastilich  goth  he,  911 
For  he  by  noyse  of  folk  knew  hir  cominge, 
And  with  hir  olde  cote,  as  it  mighte  be, 
He  covered  hir,  ftil  sorweftilly  wepinge ; 
But  on  hir  body  mighte  he  it  nat  bringe. 
For  rude  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  than  at  hir  manage.     (861) 

Thus  with  hir  fader,  for  a  certeyn  space, 
DweUeth  this  flour  of  wyfly  pacienee. 


That  neither  by  hir  wordes  ne  hir  face  930 
Bifom  the  folk,  ne  eek  in  hir  absence, 
Ne  shewed  she  that  hir  was  doon  offence ; 
Ne  of  hir  heigh  estaat  no  remembraunce 
Ne  hadde  she,  as  by  hir  countenaunce. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  grete  estaat    935 
Hir  goost  was  ever  in  ^loyn  humylitee ; 
No  tendre  mouth,  non  herte  delioaat,  (871) 
No  pompe,  no  semblant  of  royaltee, 
But  ful  of  pacient  benignitee. 
Discreet  and  prydeles,  ay  honurable,   930 
And  to  hir  housbonde  ever  meke  and 
stable. 

Men  speke  of  Job  and  most  for  his  hum- 

blesse, 
As  clOTksa^whan  hem  list,  can  wel  endyte, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  iu  soothfastnease, 
Thogh  derkes   preyse  wommen   but   a 

lyte,  935 

Ther  can  no  man  in  humblesse  him  ao- 

quyte  (880) 

Aswommaa  can,  ne  can  ben  half  so  trewa 
As  wommen  been,  but  it  be  fialle  of-newe. 

[Pan  Sexto,] 

Fro  Boloigne  is  this  erl  of  Fanik  come, 
Of  which  the  fiune  up-spxang  to  more  and 

lease,  940 

And  in  the  peples  eres  aUe  and  some 
Was  oouth  eek,  that  a  newe  maiidsesK 
He  with  him  brogbte,  in  swioh  pompeand 

riohesse, 
That  never  was  ther  s^yn  with  mannes  y6 
So  noble  array  in  al  West  Lombardye.  945 

The  markJB,  which  that  shoop  and  knew 
althis,  (890) 

Erthat  this  erl  was  oome,  sentehis  message 

For  thilk6  sely  povre  Grisildis ; 

And  she  with  humble  herte  and  glad 
visage,  949 

Nat  with  no  swollen  thoght  in  hir  corage. 

Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hir  knees  hir 
sette. 

And  reverently  and  wysly  she  him  grette. 

*  Grisild,*  quod  he,  *  my  Wille  is  outerly. 
This  mayden,  that  shal  wedded  been  to  me, 
Bec^yved  be  to-morwe  as  royally  955 
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An  it  poKible  if  in  myn  hotu  to  be«    (900) 
And  eek  thut  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Have  his  estaat  in  fitting  and  servs^se 
And  heigh  plemmoe,  ae  I  can  beirt.  devyie. 

I  have  no  wommen  sofflflannt  oertasm  960 
The  ohamhrea  for  t*atraye  in  ordtnaonoa 
After  mj  Inst,  and  therfor  wolde  I  fayn 
That  thyn  were  aX  ewioh  maner  govem- 

annce; 
Then  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  pleaannoe ; 
Thongh  thyn  array  be  hadde  and  3ryel 

blseye,  965 

Do  thoQ  thy  devoir  at  the  leeste  weye.'  (910) 

*Kat  only,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,*  qnod  she, 
*To  doon  yonr  liiBt,  bnt  I  deiyre  also 
Tow  for  to  serve  and  pleee  in  my  degree 
With-onten  feynting,  and  shal  evermo.  970 
Ne  never,  for  no  wele  ne  no  wo, 
Ne  Bhal  the  gostwith-in  myn  hertestente 
To  love  yowhest  with  al  my  trewe  entente.' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hona  to 

dlghte, 
And  tables  fbr  to  sette  and  beddes  make ; 
And  peyned  hir  to  doon  al  that  she 

mighte,  (930)  976 

Preying  the  ohambereres,  for  goddes  sake, 
To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  Bwepe  and  shake ; 
And  she,  the  moste  servisable  of  alle, 
Hath  every  chambre  arrayed  and  hishalle. 

Aboaten  ttndem  gan  this  erl  aUghte,  981 
That  with  him  broghte  thise  noble  child- 
Yen  tweye, 
For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 
Of  hirarray,  sorichely  biseye;  ' .  (( 

And  than  at  erst  amonges  hem  they  seye^ 
That  Walter  was  no  fool,  thogh  that  him 
leste  (930)  986 

To  ohannge  his  wyf,  for  it  wasfor  the  besto. 

Vox  she  is  fdrer,  as  th^  demen  alle, 
Than  is  Qiisild,  and  more  tendre  of  age, 
And   &irer  firoit  bitwene  hem  sholde 

AJle,  990 

And  more  plesant,  for  hir  heigh  linage ; 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fiilr  vras  of  vteage. 
That  hem  to  seen  tiie  peple  hath  canght 

plesaanoe, 
Obnomending  now  ihrn  markil  govem- 

annoe. — 


A^ictor,  *  O  stormy  peple  t  nnsad  and  ever 
nntrewe !  (939)  995 

Ay  nndisoreet  and  ohannging  as  a  vane, 

Belyting  ever  in  mmbel  that  is  newe. 

For  lyk  the  mone  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane ; 

Ay  ftil  of  clapping,  dere  y-nogh  a  jano ; 

Yonr  doom  is  fWs,  your  Constance  yvel 
preveth,  1000 

A  tal  greet  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  leveth ! ' 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  oitee, 
Whan  tiiat  the  peple  gazed  up  and  doun, 
For  th^  were  glad,  right  for  the  noveltee, 
To  ban  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toun.  1005 

Ka-more  ot  this  make  I  now  mencioun ; 
But  to  GMsilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse,  (951) 
And  telle  hiroonstanoeandhirbisinesse. — 

Fnl  biiy  was  Oridlde  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  £aste  was  apertinent ;        xoio 
Bight  noght  was  she  abaystof  hir  clothing. 
Though  it  were  rode  and  somdel  eek  to- 
rent. 
But  with  glad  ohere  to  the  yate  is  went, 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  the  markisessor 
And  afberthatdoth  forth  hirbiBiaeese.1015 

With  so  glad  chore  hisgestesflhereceyreth. 
And  oonningly,  everioh  in  his  degree,  (961) 
That  no  defaute  no  man  aperoeyveth ; 
But  ay  they  wondren  what  she  mighte  be 
That  in  so  povre  array  wasfor  to  see,  loao 
And  coude^wich  honour  and  reverence; 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  prudence. 

In  al  this  mene  whyle  she  ne  stente 
This  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  oom- 

mende 
With  al  hir  herte,  in  fVU  benigne  entente, 
So  wel,  that  no   man  ooude   hir  prys 

amende.  (970)  1026 

But  atte  laste,  whan  that  thise  lordes 

wende 
To  sitten  doun  to  mete,  he  gan  to  caUe 
Grisilde,  as  she  was  bi^y  in  his  bailee 

*GhrisUde,'  quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his 
pley,  1030 

*  Howlykeththeemy  wyf andhirbeautee?' 

*Bight  wel,'  quod  she,  *my  lordj  fbr,  in 
good  fey, 

A  &irer  say  I  never  noon  than  she. 

Ipr^togod3revehirpro0peritee;     1034 
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And  so  hope  I  that  he  wol  to  yow  aende 
Pleaanoe  y-nogh  on^  your  lyvea  ende. 

0  thing  biseke  I  yow  and  wame  also,  (981) 
That  ye  ne  pxikke  with  no  tormentinge 
This  tendre  mayden,  as  ye  han  don  mo ; 
For  she  is  fostred  in  hir  norishinge    1040 
More  tendrely,  and,  to  my  sapposingOi 
She  ooode  nat  adversitee  endure 

As  ooadea  povre  fostred  creature.' 

And  whan  this  Walter  say  hir  pacienoe, 
Hir  glade  chere  and  no  malice  at  al,  1045 
And  he  so  ofte  had  doon  to  hir  offence,(99o) 
And  she  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  wal, 
Continuing  ever  hir  innocence  overal. 
This  sturdy  markis  gan  his  herte  dresse 
To  rewen  up-on  hir  wyfly  sted£Ewtnesse.  1050 

*This  is  y-nogh,  Orisilde  myn,*  quod  he, 
*Be  now  na-more  agast  ne  yvel  apayed ; 

1  have  thy  feith  and  thy  benignitee, 
As  wel  as  ever  womman  was,  assayed. 

In  greet  estaat,  and  povreliche  arrayed.  1 055 

Now  knowe  I,  dere  wyf,  thy  stedfiusi- 

nesse,'—  (1000) 

And  hir  in  armes  took  and  gan  hir  kesse. 

And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keep ; 
She  herde  nat  what  thing  he  to  hir  seyde; 
She  ferdeas  she  had  stert  out  of  a  sleep, 
TUsheoutofhirmasedneaseabreyde.  1061 
^Gnsilde,'  quod  he,  *by  god  that  for  us 

d^yde. 
Thou  art  my  wyf,  ne  noon  other  I  have, 
Ne  never  hadde,  as  god  my  soule  save  I 

This  is  thy  doghter  which  thou  hast  sup- 
posed 1065 

To  be  my  wyf;  that  other  feithMly  (loio) 

Shal  be  myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed ; 

Thou  bare  him  in  thy  body  trewely. 

At  Boloigne  have  I  kept  hem  prively ;  1069 

Tak  hem  agayn,  for  now  maystow  nat 
seye 

That  thou  hast  lorn  non  of  thy  ohliaren 
tweye^ 

And  folk  that  otherw^es  han  seyd  of  me, 
I  wame  hem  wel  that  I  have  doon  this 

dede 
For  no  malice  ne  for  no  orueltee,        1074 


But  for  t'  assays  in  thee  thy  wommanhede, 
And  nat  to  sleen  my  children,  god  tor- 
bede !  (loao) 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  stille. 
Til  I  thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  wille.' 

Whan  she  this  herde,  aswowne  donn  she 

falleth  1079 

For  pitous  joye,  and  after  hir  swowninge 

She  bothe  hir  yonge  children  un-to  hir 

calleth. 
And  in  hir  armes,  pitously  wepinge, 
Bmbraceth  hem,  and  tendrely  kissinge 
Fullyk  a  mooder,  with  hir  salte  teres  1084 
She  batheth  bothe  hir  visage  and  fair  herea. 

O,  which  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  see  (lojo) 
Hir  swowning,  and  hir  humble  voys  to 

here! 
'G^untmeroy,  lord,  that  thanke  I  yow,* 

quod  she, 
*That  ye  han  saved  me  my  children  dere! 
Now  rekke  I  never  to  ben  deed  rig^t 

here;  1090 

Sithlstonde  insrour  love  andin  your  graoei, 
No  f ors  of  deeth,  ne  whan  my  spirit  pace! 

O  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yonge  children  mynei, 
Your  wofVU  mooder  wende  stedfastly  1094 
That  cruel  houndes  or  som  foul  vermyne 
Hadde  eten  yow ;  but  god,  of  his  mercy, 
And  y<mr  benigne  fkder  tendrely  (1041) 
Hath  doon  yow  kept ; '  and  in  that  same 

stounde 
Al  sodeynly  she  swapte  adoun  to  grounda 

And  in  her  swough  so  sadly  holdeth  she 
Hir  children  two,  whan  she  gan  hem 

t'embrace,  not 

That  with  greet  sleighte  and  greet  diffi- 

oultee 
The  children  from  hir  arm  th^  gonne 

araoe.  (1047) 

O  manya  teer  on  many  a  pitous  fiuse  1104 
Doun  ran  of  hem  that  stoden  hir  bisyde ; 
Unnethe  abouten  hir  mighte  th^  abyde. 

Walter  hir  gladeth,  and  hir  sorwe  slaketh; 
She  lyseth  up,  abaysed,  from  hir  traunoe, 
Andevexy  wight  hir  joye  andfiastemaketh, 
TU  she  hath  caugfht  agayn  hir  oonten- 
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Walter  hir  dooth  90  faithftilly  iklennnoe, 
Thai  it  was  deyntee  for  to  feen  the  ohere 
Bitwixe  hem  two,  nowthey  ben  met  j-fere. 

Thife  ladyei,  whan  that  they  hir  tyme  say, 
Han  taken  hir,  and  in-to  ohamhre  goon, 
And  strepen  hir  oat  of  hir  mde  array,(  1060) 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  that  hrighte  ihoon, 
With  a  ooronne  of  many  a  riohe  stoon 
Up-on  hir  heed,  th^  in*^  halle  hir 
broghte,  11 19 

And  ther  she  was  honoured  as  hir  oghte. 

Thns  hath  this  pitons  day  a  blisftil  ende, 
For  every  man  and  womman  dooth  his 

might 
This  day  in  mnrthe  and  rerel  to  dispend^ 
\Til  on  theweUme  shoon  the  fterres  ligrht. 
For  more  solempne  in  eyery  mannes  sight 
This feste was,  and  gretter of oostage,  iia6 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  mariage^  (>o7i) 

Fal  many  a  yeer  in  heig^  prosperitee 
Liven  thise  two  in  oonoord  and  in  reite, 
And  riohely  his  doghter  maried  he     1  i^o 
Un-to  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthieste 
Of  al  ItaOle ;  and  than  in  pees  and  reste 
His  wyveg  fStder  in  his  oonrt  he  kepetl^ 
Til  that  the  sonle  oul  of  his  body  orepeth. 

His  sone  saooedeth  in  his  heritage      1135 
In  reste  and  pees,  after  h  is  foder  day ;( 1080) 
And  fortnnat  was  eek  in  mariage, 
Al  pntte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay. 
As  it  hath  been  in  olde  tymes  yore,    1140 
And  herkneth  what  this  aaotonr  seith 
therfore. 

This  storie  is  soyd,  nat  for  that  wyves 

sholde 
Folwen  Orisilde  as  in  hnmilitee, 
For  it  were  importable,  thon^  they  wolde ; 
Bnt  for  that  every  wight,  in  his  degree,  1 145 
Sholde  be  constant  in  adversitee  (1090) 
As  was  GMsilde ;  therfor  Petrark  wiyteth 
This  storie,  which  with  heigh  style  he 

endyteth. 

For,  ciih  a  womman  was  so  padent    1149 
Un-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  ns  oghte 
Reoeyven  al  in  gree  that  god  ns  sent ; 


For  greet  skile  is,  heprevethat  he  wroghte^ 
Bnt  he  ne  tempteth  no  man  that  heboghte* 
As  seith  seint  Jame,  if  ye  his  plstel  rede ; 
Heprevethfolkalday,itisnodzede,  1155 

And  snffreth  ns,  as  for  our  ezoeroy8e,(  1 100) 
With  sharpe  scourges  ot  adversitee 
Fol  ofte  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wyse ; 
Nat  for  to  knowe  our  wil,  for  certes  he, 
£r  we  were  bom,  knew  al  onr  freletee ;  1 160 
And  for  onr  beste  is  al  his  govemaonoe ; 
Lat  ns  than  live  in  vertnoos  sofErannoe.* 

But  o  word,  lordinges,  herkneth  er  I  go : — 
Itwerefhlhardtofindenowadayes  (iioS) 
In  al  a  toon  Grisildes  three  or  two ;  1165 
Fox,  if  that  they  weze  put  toswioheasnyes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  alayes 
With  bras,  that  thogh  the  ooyne  be  £air 

atye. 
It  wolde  rather  brepte  a-two  than  plye. 

For  which  heer,  for  the  wyves  love  of 
Bathe,  1170 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  seote  god  mayntene 
In  heigh maSstrye,  andeUeswere  it  scathe, 
I  wol  with  Insty  herte  firesshe  and  grene 
Seyn  yow  a  song  to  glade  yow,  I  wene, 
And  lat  ns  stinte  of  emestfta  matore  ^ 
Herkneth  my  song,  that  seith  in  this 
(iiao)  1176 


Lenvoy  de  Chancer, 
Ghrisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hir  paoience, 
And  bothe  atones  buried  in  Itaille ; 
F6r  which  I  crye  in  open  audience, 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  t'assaille  1  i8q 
His  wyves  pcMuence,  in  hope  to  flnde 
Grisildes,  for  in  certein  he  shall  faille  1 

*  It  ieemu  to  have  been  Ch&aoer*0  inUnUan, 
iHtheJlrtHnrtaMe.toendtki»T9Xbhere,  Hence, 
wejtnd,  ia  H8&  B.  Ha.  On.  Dd.,  ihtJMoming 
genuine,  but  refected  itansu,  ntitabkJ\>riniertion^ 
attMspoM:^ 

BIhold  the  merye  wordea  of  the  Hoste. 

This  worthy  Clerk,  whan  ended  was  bis  tale, 
Ont  hoste  aeyde,  and  >woor  bf  goddee  bones, 
'  Me  were  lerer  than  a  barel  ale 
My  wyf  at  boom  had  held  thte  1 


Olxis  ie  a  gentU  taltf  for  the  nonei. 
As  to  my  pnipoe,  wiste  ye  my  wiUe; 
Bui  thing  thai  wol  nat  be,  1st  it  be  stale.* 

Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk 
ofOzanferd. 


X  2 
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O  noble  wyves,  Ail  of  heigh  inrndenoe, 
Lat  noon  hnmUitee  your  tongenaille,  1184 
Ne  lat  no  derk  have  oaue  or  diligence 
To  wryte  of  yow  a  0torie  of  swioh  mervaille 
As  of  Orisildifl  padent  and  kinde ;  (1131) 
Lest  Chioheyaohe  yow  swelwe  in  hir  en- 
traillet 

Fdlweth  Ekko,  that  holdeth  no  silenoe, 
Bat  eyereanswereth  at  the  conntretaille ; 
Beth  natbidailed  for  your  innooenoe,  1191 
Bnt  sharply  tak  on  y  (/w  the  goremaille. 
Emprinteth  wel  thia  lesBon  in  yonr  minde 
For  commune  profit,  sith  it  may  availle. 

Ye  arohewyves,  stondeth  at  defence,  1195 
SinyebeBtrongea0i8agreetoamaille;(ii4o) 
Nevnffi^thnatthat  men  yowdoon  offence. 
And  solandreivyveB,  feUe  as  in  bataiUe, 


Beth  egre  aa  Is  a  ^ygre  yendin  Inde ; 
Ay  clappeth  aa  a  mille,  I  yowoonaaille.Moo 

Ne  dreed  hem  nat,  do  hem  no  reverence ; 
For  though  thyn  honabonde  armed  be  in 


The  arwea  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Shal  peroe  hia  breat|  and  eek  hiB  aventaille ; 
In  jalon^ye  I  rede  eek  thou  him  binde,  1205 
And  then  shaltmakehimooqcheasdooth 
aqnaille.  (1150) 

If  thon  be  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  presence 
Shew  thou  thy  visage  and  thyn  apparaalle ; 
If  thon  be  foid,  be  free  of  thy  dispence,i309 
To  gete  thee  freendes  ay  do  thy  travaille ; 
Be  ay  of  chere  aa  light  aa  leef  on  linde, 
And  lat  him  care,  and  wepe,  and  wringe, 
andwaillel  ("5^ 


Here  eildefh  the  Cleik  of  Ozonford  bla  Tale. 
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THE   MERCHANTS  PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Harchantea  Tale. 


'WiBPnie  and  wayling,  eare,  and  other 

aorwe 
I  know  y-nogh,  on  even  and  a-morwe,' 
Quod  the  Mardiaant,  *  and  ao  don  othere 

mo  1215 

That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be  so. 
For,  wel  I  woot,  it  ^nreth  ao  with  me. 
'  I  have  a  wyf,  the  woiate  that  may  be ; 
Forthogh  the  feend  to  hir  y-coupled  were, 
She  wolde  him  overmaoche,  I  dar  wel 

Bwere.  1220 

What  aholde  I  yow  reheroe  in  apedal 
Hir  hye  mallcef  ahe  ia  a  ahrewe  at  aL  (10) 
Ther  ia  a  long  and  large  difference 
Bitwix  Griattdia  grate  paoienoe 
And  of  my  wyf  the  paaaing  cmeltee.   13^5 
Were  I  nnbonnden,  al-ao  moot  I  thee ! 
I  wolde  never  eft  eoa&en  in  the  anare* 
We  wedded  mm,  live  In  aorwe  and  care ; 


Aaaaye  who-ao  wol,  and  he  ahal  flnde 
I  aeye  sooth,  by  aeint  ^omaa  of  Inde,  u^o 
Aa  for  the  more  part,  I  sey  nat  alle^ 
God  shilde  that  it  sholde  so  bifsOle !    (m) 

A !  good  air  boost !  I  have  y-wedded  be 
Tbiae  monthea  two,  and  more  nat,  pardee ; 
And  yet,  I  trowe,  he  that  all  his  lyve  1235 
Wyfleeshath  been,  though  that  men  wolde 

himryve 
Un-to  the  herte,  ne  conde  in  no  manere 
Tellen  ao  mnohel  aorwe,  aa  I  now  here 
Ooude  tellen  of  my  wyvea  cnraedneaae !  * 

^  Now,'  qnod  onr  hooat,  ^  Marohannt,  ao 
god  yow  bleaae,  U40 

Sin  ye  ao  mnohel  knowen  of  that  art, 
Fal  hertely  I  pray  yow  telle  na  part'  (y>) 

*  Gladly,'  qood  he,  *  bnt  of  myn  Ofwene 
aore,       -.*>--,        .'/«  ,;j  v»V^J 
ForMiayherte,IteUemayiuHnoae.'  U44 


Vu 


•  e,      ..    ^ 


'  V"^ 


^OQgle. 


. V   :  s  ^-^    VI. 


T.  9121-9188.]  E.   Z^  (Hlarc^ant^  Zak. 


^13 


THE    MARCHANTES    TALE. 

Here  biginneth  tlie  Marctaantee  Tale. 


WuTLOMtherwasdweUinge  in  Lombardye 
A  -worthy  knighti  that  bom  wtm  of  Pavye, 
In  whioh  he  Uved  in  greet  proeporitee  ] 
And  sixty  yeer  a  'wyflees  man  wee  he, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
Onwommen,  ther-aewaehiflappetyt,  1250 
Ab  doon  thiie  folee  that  ben  eecoleer. ,  ^  ^ 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty  yeer,*' 
Were  it  for  holineese  ox  £01  dotage, 
Icannat8eye,bat8wich  agreetcorage,  (10) 
Hadde  this  knight  to  been  a  wedded  Mian, 
Tliat  day  and  night  he  dooth  al  that  he  can 
Teepjren  where  he  mighte  wedded  be; 
Preyinge  our  lord  to  granten  him,  that  he 
Mii^te  ones  knowe  of  thilke  blisM  lyf 
That  is  bitwixe  an  honsbond  and  his  wyf ; 
And  for  to  live  under  that  holy  bond    1261 
With  which  that  first  god  man  and 

womman  bond. 

* Kon  other  lyf,'  seyde  he,  *is  worth  a  bene ; 

'  For  wedlok  is  bo  eey  and  so  dene,       (ao) 

That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradys.'      i^ 

Thns  seyde  this  olde  knight,  that  was  so 

wys. 
And  certeinly,  as  sooth  as  god  is  king, 
To  take  a  wyf,  it  Is  a  e^orions  thixig, 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hoor ; 
Thanneisawyfthefrnitofhistresor.  1270 
Than  sholdo  he  take  a  yong  W3rf  and  a  feir, 
On  which  ho  mighte  engendren  him  an 

heir, 
And  lede  his  lyf  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Wher-as  thise  bacheleres  singe  *  alias,'  (30) 
Whan  that  they  finden  any  adversitee  1275 
In  love,  whioh  nis  bat  childish  vanitee. 
And  trewely  it  sit  wdl  to  be  so, 
That  bacheleres  have  often  peyneandwo; 
On  brotel  ground  they  builde,  and  brotel- 

nesse  .  1279 

They  ftnde,  whan  they  wens  sikemesse. 


They  live  but  as  a  brid  or  as  a  beste. 
In  libertee,  and  nnder  non  areste, 
Ther-as  a  wedded  man  in  his  estaat 
liveth  a  lyf  blisftil  and  ordinaat,        (40) 
Under  the  yok  of  mariage  y-bonnde ;    1285 
Wei  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  Uisse 

habonnde. 
Fax  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
Who  is  so  trewe,  and  eek  so  ententyf 
To  kepe  him,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make ? 
For  wele  or  wo,  she  wol  him  nat  forsake. 
She  nis  nat  wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lye  bedrede  til  he  sterve. 
And  yet  somme  olerkes  seya,  it  nis  nat  so. 
Of  whiohe  he,  Theofinste,  is  oon  of  tho.  (50) 
WhatfoxoethoiighTheofrasteIistelye?ia95 
*Ke  take  no  wyf,'  quod  he,  *for  hous* 

bondrye, 
As  for  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispenee; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  more  diligence. 
Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  th3m  owene  vfyf. 
Forshe  wol  dayme  half  partalhir  lyf;  1300. 
And  if  that  thou  be  syk,  so  god  me  save. 
Thy  verray  firendes  or  a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she  that  waiteth  ay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  don  many  a  day.* 
And   if  thou   take   a  wyf  un-to  thyn 
hold,  (61)  [T.  om. 

Ful    lightly    maystow    been    a    coke- 
wold.  1306  [T.  om^ 
This  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thinges 

worse, 
Wryteth  this  man,  ther  god  his  bones 

corset 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanitee ; 
Deffye  Theoficaste  aad  herke  me.        13 10 

A  wyf  is  goddes  yifU  verraily ; 
Alle  other  maner  yiftes  hardily, 
As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  eominuxie, 
Or  moebles,  alle  ben  yiftes  of  fortuns,  (70) 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


6x4 


Z^  tMlttiut^  t^fee* 


[t.  9189-9274. 


ThatpMuenMashadweuponawaL  1315 
Bat  dredeleeo,  if  pleynly  speke  I  shal, 
A  wyf  wol  laste,  and  in  thyn  hooB  endure, 
Wei  longer  than  thee  list,  parayentnre. 

Hariage  28  a  All  gret  sacrement ; 
He  which  that  hath  no  iryi^  I  holde  him 

Bhent ;  13M 

He  liyeth  helplees  and  al  desolat, 
I  speke  of  folk  in  seonler  estaat. 
And  herkewhy,  Isey  nat  thi8fornoght,(79) 
That  womman  isfor  manneehelpy-wroght. 
The  hyegod,  whan  hehadde  Adammaked, 
And  saogli  him  al  allone,  bely-naked,  1326 
God  of  hifl  grete  goodnesse  seyde  than, 
*Lat  ns  now  make  an  help  nn-to  this  man 
lo^k  to  him-selfj*  and  thanne  he  made 

him  Bve.  1329 

Heer  may  ye  se,  and  heer-l^  may  ye  preye, 
That  wyf  is  mannes  help  and  hia  confort, 
Hia  pazadya  terrestre  and  hia  disport 
do  buxom  and  so  vertnona  ia  die, 
Th^  moste  nedea  Utb  in  nnitee.  (90)  1334 
O  fleah  they  been,  and  o  fleah,  aa  I  geaae, 
Hath  bntonherte,  in  wele  and  indiatreaae. 

A  wyf!  a!  Seinte  Harie,  50n*c<ee  / 
How  mighte  a  man  han  any  adveraitee 
That  hath  a  wyf?  certea,  I  can  nat  a«ye.  1339 
The  Uiaae  which  that  iabitwixe  hemtweye 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle,  or  herte  thinke. 
If  he  be  povre,  ahe  helpeth  him  to  awinke ; 
She  kepeth  hia  good,  and  waateth  never 

adeel; 
Al  that  hir  honabonde  lost,  hlr  lyketh 

weel ;  (100) 

She  aeith  not  ones  *  nay,'  when  he  aeith 

*ye-'  «345 

*Dothia,' aeith  he;  *alredy,  air,' aeith  ahe. 
O  bliaM  ordre  of  wedlok  preoiona. 
Thou  art  ao  mery,  and  eek  ao  yertnona, 
And  ao  commended  and  approved  eek. 
That  every  man  that  halt  him  worth  a 

leek,  1350 

Up-on  hia  bare  kneea  oghte  al  hia  lyf 
Thanken  hia  god  that  him  hath  aent  a 

wyf; 
Or  ellea  preye  to  god  him  for  to  aende 
Awyf,  talaatenn-tohialyveaende.  (ixo) 
For  thanne  hia  lyf  iaaet  in  aikemeaae;  1355 
He  may  nat  be  deoeyved,  aal  geaae. 
So  that  ha  werke  aiter  hia  wyvea  reed ; 
Than  may  he  boldly  beren  up  hia  heed, 


They  been  ao  trewe  and  ther-with-al  ao 

wyae; 
For  which,  if  thon  wdt  werken  aa  the 
wyse,  1360 

Do  alwey  ao  aa  wonmien  wol  thee  rede. 

Lo,  how  that  J^ogbi  a>  thiae  derkea  ^ 
rede, 
By  good  conaeil  of  hia  moder  Bebekke,  ;  - 
Bond  the  kidea  akin  abonte  hia  nekke;  (lib)  "': 
Thorgh  which  hia  fadrea  beniaoon  he  wan. 

Lo,  Judith,  aa  the  atorie  eek  telle  can, 
By  wya  conaeil  ahe  goddea  peple  kepte. 
And  alow  him,  Olofemua,  whyl  he  alepte. 

Lo  Abigayl,  by  good  conaeil  how  she  1369 
Saved  hlr  houabond  Kabal,  whan  that  he 
Sholde  han  be  alayn ;  and  loke.  Ester  alao 
By  good  conaeil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  peple  of  god,  and  made  him,  Mar- 

dochee. 
Of  Aaauere  enhaunced  for  to  be.         (130) 

Ther  nia  no-thing  in  gree  superlatyf,  1375 
Aa  aeith  Senek,  above  an  humble  wy£ 

SufE^  thy  wyves  tonge,  aa  Qaton  bit ;  -  ^ 
She  ahal  oomande,  and  thou  ahalt  aufhen 

it;    U.l"',N^'  H4iz'  .^^^'>^,rA   A  \uf 

And  yet  ahe  wol  obeye  of  cnrtei^ye. 
A  wjrf  ia  keper  of  tbyn  houabondrye;  1380 
Wol  may  the  9yke  man  biwaille  and  wepe, 
Ther-aatherniano  W3rfthehoiiatokepe.    ;^\ 
I  waxne  thee,  if  wysly  thou  wdlt  wirohe, 
Love  wel  thy  wyf,  aa  Griat  loveth  hia 

chirche.  (140)  1384 

If  thou  lovest  thyself,  thoulovest  thy  wyf; 
Ko  man  hateth  his  flesh,  but  in  his  lyf 
He  fostreth  it,  and  therfore  bidde  I  thee, 
Choriase  thy  wyf,  or  thou  ahalt  never  thee. 
Honabond  and  wyf,  what  ao  men  jape  or 

pl^ye, 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  aiker  w^ye  ;i39o 
Th^  been  ao  knit,  ther  may  noon  harm 

bityde: 
And  namely,  up-on  the  wyvea  flyde. 
For  which  thia  Januarie^  of  whom  I  t(dde, 
Oonaidered  hath,  inwith  hia  dayeaolde,(i5o) 
The  lusty  lyf,  the  vertuoua  q[mete,       1395 
That  ia  in  mariago  hony-awete ; 
And  for  hia  freendea  on  a  day  he  aente, 
To  tellen  hem  th*effeot  of  hia  antente. 
With  fiMe  sad,  hia  tale  he  hath  hem 

told;  1399 

He  aeyde,  *  ftreendes,  I  am  hoor  and  old, 
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And  almost,  god  wot,  on  my  pittes  brinle ; 
Up-on  my  soule  Bomwhat  motte  I  thinke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  despended ;  0..  ^(159) 
Blessed  be  god,  that  it  ihal  been  amended  1 
For  I  wol  be,  oerteyn,  a  wedded  man,  1405 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  haste  I  can, 
Un-to  som  mayde  fJEtir  and  tendxe  of  age. 
I  prey  yow,  shapeth  for  my  manage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde ; 
And  I  wolfonde  t'espyen,  on  my  ^de,  1410 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily. 
But  for-as-muche  as  ye  ben  mo  than  I, 
Te  shnllen  rather  swich  a  thing  espyen 
Than  I,  and  wher  me  best  were  to  allyen. 
Bat  o  thing  wame  I  yow,  my  freendes 

dere,  (171)  1415 

I  wol  non  old  wyf  ban  in  no  manere. 
She  shal  nat  passe  twenty  yeer,  certayn ; 
Old  fish  and  yong  flesh  wolde  I  have  fxil 

&yn. 
Bet  is,'  quod  he,  *  a  pyk  than  a  pikerel ; 
And  bet  than  old  boef  is  the  tendre  veeL 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age,  1421 
It  is  bnt  bene-straw  and  greet  forage. 
And  eek  thise  olde  widwes^  god  it  woot, 
'^     They  conne  so  mnchel  craft  on  Wades 

boot,  (180) 

^ '     So  muchel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

leste,  14^5 

That  with  hem  sholde  I  never  live  in  reste. 
'  ^    For  sondry  sooles  maken  sotil  clerkis  ; 
Womman  of  manye  scoles  half  a  clerk  ia 
Bat  oerteynly,  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye, 
Bight  as  men  may  warm  wez  with  handes 

plye.  1430 

Wherfore  I  sey  yow  pleynly,  in  a  danse, 
I  wol  non  old  wyf'  han  right  for  this 

cause.  (188) 

For  if  so  were,  I  hadde  swich  misohaonoe. 
That  I  in  hir  ne  coade  han  no  plesannoe, 
'  Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  avontiye. 
And  go  streight  to  the  devel,  whan  I  dye. 
Ke  children  sholde  I  none  up-on  hir  geten; 
Yet  were  me  lever  hoandes  had  me  eten, 
Than  that  myn  heritage  sholde  falle  1499 
In  straange  hand,  and  this  I  tell  yow  aUe. 
I  dote  nat,  I  woot  the  oanse  why 
Men  sholde  wedde,  and  forthermore  wot  I, 
Ther  speketh  many  a  man  of  mariage, 
That  woot  na-more  of  it  than  woot  my 

page,  (aoo)  1444 


For  whiohe  caoses  man  sholde  take  a  wyC 
If  he  ne  may  nat  liven  ohast  his  lyf, 
Take  him  a  wyf  with  greet  devooioim, 
By-caose  of  leveftd  prooreadoan 
Of  children,  to  th'onoor  of  god  above, 
And  nat  only  for  paramour  or  love ;    1450 
And  for  they  sholde  lecheiye  esohue, 
And  yelde  hir  dettes  whan  that  they  ben 

due; 
Or  for  that  eoh  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

other  (ao9) 

In  mesohief;  as  a  soster  shal  the  brother; 
And  live  in  ohastitee  ftd  holily.  1455 

But  sires,  by  your  leve,  that  am  nat  I. 
For  god  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  avaunt, 
I  fele  my  limes  stark  and  sufQsaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to ; 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  do.  1460 
Though  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  dooth  a  tree 
That  blosmeth  er  that  firuyt  y-woxen  be; 
A  blosmy  tree  nis  neither  drye  ne  deed. 
I  fele  me  nowher  hoor  but  on  myn  heed ; 
Myn  herte  and  alle  my  limes  been  as 

grene  (aai)  146s 

As  laurer  thurg^  the  yeer  is  fbr  to  sene. 
And  sin  that  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente, 
I  prey  yow  to  my  wil  ye  wole  assente.' 

Diverse  men  diversely  him  tolde  ' 
Of  mariage  manye  ensamples  olde.     1470 
Somme  blamed  it,  somme   preysed   it, 

oerteyn; 
But  atte  lasts,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
As  al  day  fiedleth  alteroaoioun  1473 

Bitwixen  fireendes  in  disputisonn,      (aao) 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwixe  his  bretheren  two^ 
Of  whiohe  that  oon  was  deped  placebo,   -  < 
Justinus  soothly  called  was  that  other.  i^^,^^> 

Placebo  sejrde,  *  o  Januarie,  brother, 
Ful  litel  nede  had  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Conseiltoazeofanythatishere;      1480 
But  that  ye  been  so  ftd  of  sapience. 
That  yow  ne  lyketh,  for  your   heighe 

prudence. 
To  we3rven  firo  the  word  of  Qj^oxqoiL 
This  word  seyde  he  un-to  us  everichon : 
"  Wirk  alle  thing  by  oouseil,''  thus  ssyde 

he,  (a4i)  1485 

"  And  thanne  shaltow  nat  repente  thee.'* 
But  though  that  Salomoxi   spak  swich 

a  word, 
Myn  oweno  dere  brother  and  my  lord. 
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So  willy  god  my  sonle  bringe  afc  reste, 
I  hold  your  owene  conseil  iB  the  beete.  1490 
For  bnyiher  myn,  of  me  tak  this  motyf, 
I  have  now  been  a  eonrt-man  al  my  ly£ 
And  god  it  woot,  though  I  unworthy  be, 
I  have  Btonden  in  to!  greet  degree      (250) 
Abonten  lordea  of  f ol  heigh  estaat ;     x495 
Yet  hadde  I  never  with  noon  of  hem 

debaat. 
I  never  hem  oontraried,  trewely; 
I  woot  wel  that  my  lord  can  more  than  L 
What  ihat  he  seith,  I  h<Me  it  ferme  and 

stable^; 
I  Boye  the  same,  or  dies  thing  semblable. 
A  fnl  gret  fool  is  any  oonseilloar,        1501 
That  serveth  any  lord  of  heigh  hononr, 
That  dar  presome,  or  elles  thenken  it, 
Thai  his  conseil  aholde  passe  his  lordes 

wii.  (260) 

Nay,  lordes  been  no  foles,  by  my  fay ;  1505 
Ye  han  yotir-selven  shewed  heer  to-day 
60  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  weel. 
That  I  consente  and  conferme  every-deel 
Your  wordesalle,  and  your  opinioun.  1509 
By  god,  ther  nis  no  man  in  al  this  toon 
ITin  al  Itaille,  that  oonde  bet  han  sayd ; 
Grist  halt  him  of  this  conseil  wel  apayd. 
And  trewely,  it  is  an  heigh  corage 
Of  any  man,  that  stapen  is  in  age,     '(270) 
Totakeayongwyf;  by  my  feeder  kin, 
Yonr  herte  hangeth  on  a  joly  pin.       1516 
Both  now  in  this  matere  right  as  yow 

leste. 
For  finaUy  I  holde  It  for  the  beste.' 

JnstiniiB,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  herde, 
Bight  in  this  wyse  to  Placebo  answerde : 
*  Now  brother  myn,  be  pacient,  I  preye, 
Sin  ye  han  s^yd,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.  1522 

Senek  among  his  othere  wordes  wyse 
Soith,  that  a  man  oghte  him  right  wel 

avyse,  (280) 

To  whom  he   yeyeth   his  lond    or  hia 

cateL  1525 

And  sin  I  oghte  avyse  me  right  wel 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  good  awey  fro  me, 
Wel  muchel  more  I  oghte  avysed  be 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  body ;  for  alwey 
I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  no  childes  pley  1530 
To  take  a  wyf  with-onte  avsrsement. 
Hen  moste  onqnere,  this  is  myn  assent, 


Wher  she  be  wys,  or  sobre,  or  dronke- 

lewe,  (289) 

Or  proud,  or  eUes  other-weys  a  shrewe ; 
Achydester,  orwastoorofthygood,  1535 
Or  riche,  or  poore,  or  elles  mannish  wood, 
Al-be-it  so  that  no  man  finden  shal 
Noon  in  this  world  that  trotteth  hool 

in  al, 
Ne  man  ne  beest,  swlch  as  men  oonde 

devyse ; 
But  nathelees,  it  oghte  y-nonghsnfflse  1540 
With  any  wyf,  if  so  were  that  she  hadde 
Mo  gode  thewes  than  hir  vyces  badde ; 
And  al  this  axeth  leyser  for  t'enquere. 
For  god  it  woot,  I  have  wei>t  many  a  tore 
Ful  prively,  sin  I  have  had  a  wy£  (301)  1545 
Preyse  who-so  wole  a  wedded  mannes  lyf, 
Oertein,  I  flnde  in  it  but  cost  and  care. 
And  observances,  of  alle  blisses  bare.  1548 
And  yet,  god  woot,  my  neigheboree  abonte, 
And  namely  of  wommen  many  a  route, 
Seyn  that  I  have  the  moste  stedefast  wyf, 
And  eek  the  mekeste  oon  that  bereth  lyf. 
But  I  wot  best  wher  wringeth  me  my 

sho.  (509) 

Ye  mowe,  for  me,  right  as  yowlyketh  do ; 
Avyseth  yow,  ye  been  a  man  of  age,    1555 
How  that  3re  entren  in-to  manage,  ^(^  x^ 
And  namdy  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a  fSur. 
By  him  that  made  water,  erthe,  and  air. 
The  yongest  man  that  is  in  al  this  route 
Is  bisy  y-nogh  to  bringen  it  aboute     1560 
To  han  his  wyf  allone,  tmsteth  me. 
Ye  shul  nat  plese  hir  fhlly  yeres  three. 
This  is  to  sejrn,  to  doon  hir  ftd  plosaunce. 
A  wyf  axeth  ftd  many  an  obeervaunce.  (520) 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  yvel  apayd.* 

*  Wel,*  quod  this  Januarie,  *  and  hastow 

sayd  ?  1566 

Straw  for  thy  Senek,  and  for  thy  pro- 

verbes, 
I  counte  nat  a  panier  ftd  of  herbes 
Of  scole-termes;  wyser  men  than  thow. 
As  thou  hast  herd,  aasenteden  right  now 
To  my  purpos ;  Placebo,  what  sey  ye  ?* 

*  I  seye,  it  ifl  a  cursed  man,*  quod  he, 

*  That  l^tteth  matrimoine,  sikerly.*  (529) 
And  with  that  word  they  rjrsen  sodeynly,^ 
And  been  assented  fblly,  that  he  sholde  ; 
Be  wedded  whanne  him  list  and  wher  he  ^ 
wdde.  1576' 
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Heigh  fimto^ye  and  oazioas  binnesse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  loale  impzease 
Of  Jannarie  aboate  his  mariage. 
Many  fail  ahap,  and  many  a  fair  visage 
Ther  paMeth  thnri^  his  herte,  night  by 

night.  (337)  1581 

As  who-so  toke  a  miroor  poUahed  bright, 
And  sette  it  in  a  commune  market-^ace, 
Than  sholde  he  see  many  a  figure  pace 
By  his  miroor ;  and,  in  the  same  wyse, 
Gan  Jannarie  in¥rith  his  thoght  devyse 
Of  maydens,  whiohe  that  dwelten  him 

iH^e.  1587 

He  wiste  nat  wher  that  he  mighte  abyde. 
For  if  that  oon  have  beantee  in  hir  £Me, 
Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace  1590 
For  hir  sadnowo,  and  hir  benignitee, 
That  of  the  peple  grettest  voys  hath  she. 
And  somme  were  riche,  and  hadden  badde 

name.  (349) 

Bat  nathelees,  bitwise  emest  and  game, 
He  atte  laste  apoynted  him  on  oon,     1595 
And   leet  alle   othere   fimn  his   herte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir  of  his  owene  aactoritee ; 
For  love  is  blind  al  day,  and  may  nat  see. 
And  whan  that  he  was  in  his  bed  y- 

broght. 
He  pnrtreyed,  in  his  herte  and  in  his 

thoght,  1600 

Hir  fresBhe  beantee  and  hir  age  tendre, 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  annes  longe  and 

sclendre, 
Hir  wyse  govemaonce,  hir  gentillesse, 
Hir  wommanly  beringe  and  hir  sadnesse. 
And  whan   that   he   on   hir  was  c<m- 

desoended,  (361)  1605 

Him  thonghte  his  chois  mighte  nat  ben 

amended. 
For  whan  that  he  him-self  oonoluded 

hadde. 
Him  thonghte  eoh  other  mannes  wit  so 

badde. 
That  inpoflsible  it  were  to  replye 
Agayn  his  ohois,  this  was  his  fanta^e.  1610 
His  freendes  sente  he  to  at  his  instannce, 
And  preyed  hem  to  doon  him  that  ples- 

annce. 
That  hastily  they  wolden  to  him  come ; 
He  wolde  abregge  hir  labour,  alle  and 

some.  (370)  1614 


Nedeth  na-more  for  him  to  go  ne  ryde, 
He  was  apoynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 

Placebo  cam,  and  eek  his  freendes  sone, 

And  alderiirBt  he  bad  hem  alle  a  bone, 

^niat  noon  of  hem  none  azgnmentes  make 

Agayn  the  pnrpos  which  that  he  hath 

take ;  1620 

*  Which  pnrpoB  was  plesant  to  god,'seyde 

he, 

*  And  verray  ground  of  his  prosperitee.* 

He  seyde,  ther  was  a  mayden  in  the 

toon, 
Which  that  of  beantee  hadde  greet  ro- 

noun,  (380) 

Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree ;  1625 
Bniiyseth  him  hir  yonthe  and  hir  beautee. 
Which  mayde,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  han  to 

hiswjrf. 
To  lede  in  ese  and  holinesse  his  lyf. 
And  thanked  god,  that  he  mighte  han 

hire  al,  1629 

That  no  wight  of  his  blisse  parten  shaL 
And  preyde  hem  to  labonren   in   this 

node, 
And  shapen  that  he  fiimie  nat  to  spcde ; 
For  thanne,  he  seyde,  his  spirit  was  at  ese. 

*  Thanne  is,*  qnod  he,  *  no-thing  may  mo 

displese,  (390)  1634 

Save  o  thing  priketh  in  my  conscience, 
The  which  I  wol  reheroe  in  yonr  presence. 
I  have,*  qnod  he,  •  herd  seyd,  ftU  yore 

ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  parflte  blisses  two, 
This  is  to  seye,  in   erthe  and  eek  in 

hevene. 
For  though  he  kepe  him  firo  the  sinneg  r 

sevene,  1640  \ 

And  eek  from  every  branohe  <fi  thilk^  ! 

tree. 
Yet  is  ther  so  parflt  felicitee, 
And  so  greet  ese  and  Inst  in  mariage,  (399) 
That  ever  I  am  agast,  now  in  myn  age. 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  mery  a  lyf,    1645    , 
So  delicat,  with-onten  wo  and  stryt^  , 

That  I  shal  have  myn  hevene  in  erthe    \ 

here. 
For  sith  that  verray  hevene  is  boght  so 

dere. 
With  tribnlacionn  and  greet  penannce, 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  that  live  in  swich 

plesaonoe  1650 
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As  alio  wedded  men  don  with  hir  wyvifli 
Ck>me  to  tlie  blieee  ther  Gbdst  etexne  on 

lyveis? 
This  is  xoy  drede,  and  ye,  n^  bretheren 

tweye,  (409) 

Assoilleth  me  this  questionn,  I  preye^' 

JustinnSf  which  that  hated  his  folye,  1655 
Axiswerde  anon,  right  in  his  japeiye ; 
And  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  ahregge, 
He  wolde  noon  anotoritee  allegge,       1^58 
But  seyde, '  sire,  so.  ther  be  noon  obstaele 
Other  than  this,  god  of  his  hye  nairaele 
And  of  his  meroy  may  so  for  yqw  wirohe, 
That,  er  ye   have  your   right   of  holy 

chirche,  (418) 

Ye  may  repente  of  wedded  mannee  lyf, 
In  which  ye  seyn  ther  is  no  wo  ne  elOyt 
And  elles,  god  forbede  bnt  he  sente    1665 
A  wedded  man  him  g^aoe  to  repente 
Wei  ofte  ratheir  than  a  sengle  manl 
And  therfore,  sire,  the  beste  reed  I  oan, 
t)ispeire  yow  noght,  bat  have  in  your 

memorie,  1669 

I  Parannter  she  may  be  yoor  pnrgatorie ! 
8he  may  be  goddes  mene,  and  goddes 

whippe ; 
Than  shal  yonr  sonle  np  to  heyene  skippe 
Swifter  than  dooth  an  arwe  oat  of  the 

bowe  I  (439) 

I  hope  to  god,  her-aft^r  shal  ye  knowe, 
That  their  nis  no  so  greet  felicitee      1675 
In  mariage,  ne  never-mo  shal  be, 
That  yow  shal  lette  of  yovr  savaoioaxi, 
60  tli^t  ye  ^se,  as  ski^e  is  and  rescmn, 
llie  lostes  of  yoor  wjrf  attemprely,     1679 
And  that  y^  plese  hir  nat  to  amorously, 
And  that  ye  kepe  yow  eek  from  other 

If  y  tale  ib  ^oon : — ^for  my  wit  is  thinne. 
Beth  nat  agast  her-of ,  my  brother  dere.^^^ 
'(Bat  lat  OS  wadenontof  thismatere.  (440) 
The  Wyf  of  Ba%9,  if  ye  han  onderstonde, 
Of  manage,  which  we  have  on  honde,  1686 
Declared  hath  fal  wel  in  litel  space^^ 
'^ireih  now  wel,  god  have  yow  in  his 

grace.' 
And  vfiih  this  word  this  Jnstin  and  his 

brother 
Han  take  hir  leve,  and  eoh  of  hem  of 

other.  1690 

For  whan  they  sawe  it  moste  nodes  be, 


They  wroghten  so,  by  sly  and  wys  tretee, 
That  she,  this  mayden,  which  that  Mains. 

highte. 
As  hastily  as  ever  that  she  mighte,    (4^) 
Shal  wedded  be  nn-to  this  Jannarie.  1695 
I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie. 
If  I  yow  tolde  of  evezy  sorit  and  bond. 
By  which  that  she  was  feffed  in  his  lond; 
Or  for  to  herknen  of  hir  riche  anay. 
Butfinally  y-comenisthe  day  1700 

That  to  the  chirche  bothe  bethey  went 
IV>r  to  reoeyve  the  holy  saerement. 
Forth  comth  the  preest,  with  stole  aboute^ 

his  nekke,  (459)' 

And  bad  hir  be  lyk  Sam  and  Bebokke,   \ 
In  wisdom  and  in  itovOie  of  mariage ; 
And  seyde  his  orisons^  as  is  usage,      1706 
And  orooohed.hem,  and  bad  god  sholde 


And  made  al  siker  y-nogh  with  holinesse. , 
Thos  been  they  wedded  with  solemp- 

nitee, 
And  at  the  feste  sitteth  he  and  she     1710 
With  other  worthy  folk  np-on  the  days. 
Al  fal  oijoy^  and  blisse  is  the  paleys, 
And  txjX  of  instruments  and  of  vitaille, 
The  moste  deyntevous  of  al  Itaille.     {470) 
Bifom  hem  stoode  swiche  instruments  of 

Boun,  1715 

That  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioun, 
Ne  maden  never  swioh  a  melodye. 
At  eveiy  oouEB  than  cam  loud  minstral- 

eye, 
That  never  tromped  Joab,  for  to  here, 
Nor  he,  T^^LSp^omaik  7^  hatf  bo  dere,  17^ 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citee  was  in  doute. 
Bacus  the  wyn  hem  skinketh  al  aboute. 
And  Venus  laugheth  up-<m  evezy  wight. 
For  Januarie  was  bioome  hir  knight,  (480) 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  oorage   17^$ 
In  libertee,  and  eek  in  mariage ; 
And  with  hir  fyrbrond  in  hir  hand  aboute 
Daunoeth  bifom  the  biyde  and  al  the 

route. 
And  oerteinly,  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this, 
Ymeneus,  that  god  of  wedding  is,        1 730 
Saogh  never  his  lyf  so  meiy  a  wedded 


Hold  thou  thy  pees,  thou  poete  Mtfcias^ 
That  wiytest  us  that  ilke  wedding  muria 
Of  hir,  Philologye,  and  him,  Mcrcurie, 
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And  of  the  songes  that  the  Moses  Bonge. 
To  smal  is  bothe  thy  penne,  and  eek  thy 

tonge,  (492)  1736 

For  to  desciyven  of  this  manage. 
Whan  tendre  yQuthe  hath  wedded  stonp- 

ingage, 
Ther  is  swich  mirthe  that  it  may  nat  be 

wiiten; 
<  Assayeth  it  yonr-self,  than  may  ye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matere,  1741 
MainSf  that  sit  with  so  benignea  ohere, 
Hir  to  biholdo  it  semed  fayOryd ;  (499) 
Qoene  Ester  loked  never  with  swich  an  yO 
6n  Assner,  so  mehe  a  look  hath  she.  1745 
I  may  yow  nat  devyse  al  hir  beantee ; 
But  thus  mnche  of  hir  beantee  telle  I 

may, 
That  she  was  lyk  the  brighte  morwe  of 

May, 
Falfild  of  aUe  beantee  and  plesaonce. 

This  Jannarie  is  rayisshed  in  a  trannce 
At  eveiy  time  he  loked  on  hir  face ;    x^Sf 
But  in  his  herte  he  gan  hir  to  manaee, 
That  he  that  night  in  axmes  wolde  hir 

streyne 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  dide  Eleyne.  (510) 
But  nathelees,  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee, 
That  thilke  nijg^t  offenden  hir  moste  he ; 
And  thoughte,  'aUas !  o  tendre  oreatnrel 
Now  wolde  god  ye  mighte  wel  endure 
Al  my  corage,  it  is  so  sharp  and  kene ; 
I  am  agast  ye  shul  it  nat  sustene.       1760 
But  god  forbede  that  I  dideal  my  mightl 
Kow  wolde  god  that  it  were  woxen  ni^^t, 
And  that  the  night  wolde  lasten  eveimo. 
X  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago.'  (510) 
^d  finally,  he  doth  al  his  labour,      iy6s 
As  he  best  mighte,  savinge  his  hoiMNur, 
To  haste  hem  tro  the  mete  in  sahlil 


The  tyme  cam  tha*  reson  was  to  ryse ; 
And  after  that,  men  daunoe  and  drinken 

fnste,  4769 

And  spyoes  alabontethe  hous  they  caste ; 
And  ful  of  joye  and  blisse  is  evezy  man ; 
All  but  a  squyer,  highte  T)anfiian, 
'  Which  carf  bifom  the  knight  foX  many 

a  day. 
He  was  so  ravisshed  on  his  lady  M^,  (530) 
That  for  the  vetxay  peyzie  be  was  ny 

wood;  177J 


Almost  he  sweUe  and  swowned  ther  hi 

stood* 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir 

brond, 
As  that  she  bar  it  daunsinge  in  hir 

bond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  him  hastily ; 
Na-more  of  him  as  at  this  tyme  speke  L 
But  thtf  I  lete  him  wepe  y-nough  and 

pleyne,  (537)  1781 

Til  £raeshe  Hay  wol  rewen  on  his  pejHM. 

O  perilous  fyr,  that  in  the  bedstraw 

In^eth  1  Auctor. 

O  famuUer  foo,  that  his  serryoe  bedeth  1 
O  servant  tzaitour,  iUse  hoomly  hewe,  1785 
Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom  sly  nntrewe, 
God  shilde  us  alle  from  yOor  aqusynt* 

annce! 
O  Januarie,  dzonken  in  plesaunee 
Of  manage,  see  bow  thy  Damian, 
Thyn  owena  sqnyer  and  thy  borne  man, 
Bntendeth  for  to  do  thee  vileinye.       179X 
Qod  graunte  thee  thyn  hoomly  £>  f  espye. 
For  in  this  world  nis  worse  pestiIenoe(5i9) 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  in  thy  presence^ 
Earfoumed  hath  the  Sonne  hie  ark 

diume,  1795 

No  lenger  may  the  body  of  him  sotfone 
On  th'orisonte,  as  in  that  latitude. 
Night  with  his  mantel,  that  is  dark  and 

rude, 
Qan  oversprede  the  hemi^>erie  aboute ; 
For  which  d^^arted  jb  this  lusty  route 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  evezy  syde. 
Hom  to  hir  housee  lustily  they  ryda,  x8oj 
Wher-as  they  doon  hir  thinges  as  hem 

leste, 
And  whan  they  S3^  hir  tyme,  goon  to 

rests.  (560) 

Sone  after  that,  this  hastif  Januarie  1805 
Wolde  go  to  bedde,  be  wolde  no  lenger 

tarie. 
He  drinketb  ipooras,  elazxee,  and  vemage 
Of  spyces  bote,  f  enoresen  his  corage ; 
And  many  a  letuarie  hadde  he  ftd  fyn, 
Swiche  as  the  cursed  monk  dan  Con-*    <^  i»v 

stantyn  1810      .,-  - 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  da  CktUu ;  (367) 
To  eten  hem  alle,  he  nas  no-thing  esohu. 
And  to  his  privee  freendes  thus  seyde  be : 
*  For  goddes  love,  as  aone  as  it  may  be, 
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Lat  Toyden  al  this  hovm  in  oartoys  wyse.' 
And  they  han  doon  right  as   he  wol 

dersrse.  i8i6 

Men  drinken,  and  the  traven  dxawe  anon ; 
The  keyde  was  hroghta-bedde  as  stille  as 

stoon; 
And  whan  the  bed  was  with  the  preest 

y-Uessed, 
Oat  of  the  ohambre  hath  every  wight 

him  dressed.  i8x> 

And  Jannarie  hath  £Etfte  in  armes  take 
His  fresshe  May,  his  paradys,  his  makel 
He  InUeth  hir,  he  kisseth  hir  tal  ofte 
With  thikke  bristles  of  his  berd  unscrfte, 
lyk  to  the  skin  of  houndfish,  sharp  as 

brere,  (5S1)  1825 

Etnr  he  was  shave  al  newe  in  his  manere. 
He  rabbeth  hir  abonte  hir  tendre  face, 
And  seyde  thus,  *  alias !  I  moot  trespace 
To  yow,  my  spouse,  and  yowgretly  offende, 
Er  tyme  come  that  I  wil  doon  desoende. 
Bat  nathelees,  oonsidereth  this,*  qaod  he, 
*  Ther  nis  no  weriouan,  what-so-ever  he  be, 
That  may  bothe  werite  wel  and  hastily ; 
This  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  parfitly.    (590) 
Itisnofozshowlongethatwepl^S^;  1835 
In  trewe  wedlok  wedded  be  we  tweye ; 
And  blessed  be  the  yok  that  we  been 

inne, 
Vor  in  oar  aotes  we  mows  do  no  sinne. 
A  man  may  do  no  sinne  with  his  wyf , 
Ke  horte  hin^selven  with  his  owene  knyf ; 
For  we  han    leve  to  pleye  as  by  the 

lawe.'  1841 

Thas  laboareth  he  til  that  the  day  gan 

dawe ; 
And  than  he  taketh  a  sop  in  fyn  olarree, 
And  aprifl^t  in  his  bed  than  sitteth  he, 
And  after  that  he  sang  M  loads  and 

dere,  (601)  1845 

And  kiste  his  wyf;  and  made  wantoan 

ohere. 
He  was  al  coltish,  ftal  of  ragerye, 
And  fol  of  jargon  as  a  flekked  pye. 
'  The  slakke  skin  abonte  his  nekkeshaketh, 
'  Whyl  that  he  sang ;  so  ohaonteth  he  and 

oraketh.  1850 

Bat  god  wot  what  that  M^  thooghte  in 

hir  herte, 
Whan  she  him  saagh  ap  sittinge  in  his 

ahertoi 


In  his  night-oappe,  and  with  his  nekke 

lene; 
She  preyseth  nat  his  pleying  worth  a 

bene.  (6to)  1854 

Than  seide  he  thas,  *  my  reste  wol  I  take ; 
Kow  day  is  come,  I  mi^  no  longer  wake.* 
And  doan  he  leyde  his  heed,  and  sleep 

tilpryme. 
And  afterward,  whan  that  he  saogh  his 

tyme, 
Up  ryseth  Janoarle ;  bat  fresshe  May 
Holdeth  hir  chambre  tm-to  the  foarthe 

day,  i860 

As  asage  is  of  wyves  for  the  beste. 
Eor  every  laboar  som-tyme  moot  han 

rests, 
Or  elles  longe  may  he  nat  endore ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  no  lyves  creatare,      (630) 
Be  it  offish,  or  brid,  or  beest,  or  man.  1865 

Aactor. 
Kow  wol  I  speke  of  wofUl  Damian, 
That  langaissheth  for  love,  as  ye  shal 

here  j 
Therfore  I  speke  to  him  in  this  manere : 
I  seye,  *  O  sely  Damian,  alias ! 
Answers  to  my  demannde,  as  in  this  oas, 
How  shaltow  to  thy  lady  Aresshe  May  1871 
Telle  thy  wo?  She  wole  alwey  seye  "nay**; 
£ek  if  thoa  speke,  she  wol  thy  wo  bi« 

wreye;  {6ag) 

Qod  be  thyn  help,  I  can  no  bettre  seye. 

This  oyke  Damian  in  Yenos  tyr      1875 
So  brenneth,  that  he  dyeth  for  de^yr; 
For  which  he  patte  his  lyf  in  aventare. 
No  lenger  mighte  he  in  Uiis  wyse  endare ; 
Bat  prively  a  penner  gan  he  borwe, 
Andinalettrewroothealhissorwe,  1880 
In  manere  of  a  ccmpleynt  or  a  lay, 
Un-to  his  fikire  fresdie  lady  May. 
And  in  a  pars  of  silk,  heng  on  his  sherte, 
He  hath  it  pat,  and    Isyde  it  at  his 

herte.  (640)  1884 

The  mono  that,  at  noon,  was,  thilke  day 

That  Jannarie  hath  wedded  fresshe  May, 

In  two  of  Taar,  was  in-to  Oancre  gliden ; 

So  longe   hath  Maios  in  hir  duunbre 

biden. 
As  castame  is  an-to  thise  nobles  aUe. 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  halle,     1890 
Til  dayes  Ibare  or  three  dayes  atte  leste 
Y-passod  been ;  than  lat  hir  go  to  festo. 
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Th«  fonxihe  day  oompleet  fro  noon  to 

noon,  (649) 

Whan  that  the  hdghe  nia«e  wtm  y-doon, 
In  halle  nt  this  Jannario,  and  May    1895 
Ab  treuh  as  ia  tho  brighte  aomerea  day. 
And  so  bifel,  how  that  this  gode  man 
Bemembred  him  upon  this  Damian, 
Andsoyde,  *  Seinte  Marie !  howmay  thishe, 
That  Damian  entendeth  nat  to  me  ?  1900 
Is  he  ay  vyk,  or  how  may  this  bit^de? ' 
His  sqnyeres,  whiche  that  stoden  ther 

bisyde,  (658) 

Excused  htm  by-oanse  of  his  siknessei 
Which  letted  him  to  doon  his  bisinesse ; 
Noon  other  cause  mighte  make  him  tarie. 
'  That  me  forthinketh,'  qnod  this  Jan- 

narie,  1906 

*  He  is  a  gentil  iqnyer,  l^  my  tioathe ! 
Ifihat  he  deyde,  it  were  harm  andronthe ; 
He  is  as  wys,  discreet,  and  as  seoree 
As  any  man  I  woot  of  his  degree ;      1910 
And  ther-to  manly  and  eek  servisable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able. 
But  afker  mete,  as  sone  as  ever  I  mi^, 
I  wol  my-self  viayte  him  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  him  al  the  oonfort  that  I  can.' 
And  for  that  word  him  blessed  every  man, 
That,  of  his  botmtee  and  his  gentUlesse, 
He  wolde  so  oonforten  in  siknesse     (674) 
His  sqnyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede. 
'Bame,'  qnod  this  Jannarie,  'tak  good 

hede,  1930 

At-after  mete  ye,  with  your  wommen  aUe, 
Whan  ye  han  been  in  ohambre  oat  of 

this  halle, 
That  alle  ye  go  see  this  Damian ; 
Doth  him  disport,  he  is  a  gentil  man ;  (680) 
And  telleth  him  that  I  wol  him  vi^yte, 
Have  I  no-thing  bnt  rested  me  a  lyte ; 
And  spede  yow  fiuite,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  hy  my  syde.' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  him  to  oalle 
A  sqnyer,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle. 
And  tolde  him  certeyn  thinges,  what  he 

wolde,  193 1 

This  fresshe  May  hath  streight  hir  wey 

y-holde. 
With  alle  hir  wommen,  nn-to  Damian. 
Donn  by  his  beddes  syde  sit  she  than,  (690) 
Confortinge  him  as  goodly  as  she  may. 
This  Damian^  whan  that  his  lyme  he  say, 


In  seoree  wise  his  purs,  and  eek  his  bille, 
In  which  that  he  y-writen  hadde  his 

wills,  1938 

Hath  pnt  in-to  hir  hand,  with-ontenmore. 
Save  that  he  syketh  wonder  depe  and  sore, 
And  sofbely  to  hir  right  thus  seyde  he : 
*  Mer<^ !  and  that  ye  nat  disoovere  me ; 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thing  be  kid.' 
This  pnrs  hath  she  inwith  hir  bosom  hid, 
And  wente  hir  w^ ;  ye  gete  namore  of  me. 
But  nn<to  Jannarie  y-comen  is  she,    1946 
That  on  his  beddes  «yde  sit  fal  softe.  (703) 
He  taketh  hir,  and  kisseth  hir  ful  ofte. 
And  leyde  him  doon  to  slope,  and  thaft 

anon. 
Sheieyned  hir  as  that  she  mostegon  195D 
Tber-as  ye  woot  that  every  wight  mot 

node. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

hede, 
She  rente  it  al  to  olontes  atte  laste, 
And  in  the  privee  soffcely  it  caste.      (710) 
Who  stndieth  now  bnt  fMre  freohe 

May?  1955 

Adonn  by  olde  Jannarie  she  lay, 
That  sleep,  til  that  the  oon^^e  hath  him 

awaked; 
Anon  he  prej^e  hir  strepen  hir  al  naked ; 
He  wolde  of  hir,  he  seyde,  h^n  som  ple- 

sannoe, 
And  seyde,  hir  clothes  dide  him  enoom- 

braonce,  i960 

And  she  obeyeth,  be.hir  lief  or  looth. 
Bnt  lest  that  predons  folk  be  with  me ,  < 

WTOOth, 

How  that  he  wroghte,  I  dar  nat  to  yow 

telle; 
Or  whether  hir  thonghte  it  paradys  or 

heUe ;  (jso) 

Bnt  here  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyse 
Til  evensong  rong,  and  that  they  moste 

azyse.  1966 

Were  it  by  destinee  or  aventnre, 
Were  it  by  inflnence  or  l^  nature, 
Or  consteUacion,  that  in  swich  estat 
The  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortnnat  1970 
Was  for  to  pntte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes 
(For  alle  thing  hath  tyme,  as  soyn  thise 

derives) 
To  any  womman,  fi>r  to  gete  hir  love, 
I  can  nat  seye;  bnt  gvste  god  above,  (790) 
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Thai  knoweth  that  noQ  act  Is  oaoMlees, 
He  demd  of  al,  for  I  "wol  hold«  my  pees. 
But  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  Anesshe 

May  1977 

Hath  take  swich  impression  that  day, 
For  pitee  of  this  syke  Damian, 
That  fWnn  hir  herte  she  ne  dryve  can  1980 
The  remembraance  for  to  doon  him  ese. 
*  Gerteyn,'  thoghte  she,  *  whom  that  this 

thing  displese, 
I  rekke  noght,  for  here  I  him  assore, 
To  love  him  best  of  any  creature,       (740) 
Thofagh  he  na-morehadde  than  his  sherte.' 
!i  Ijo,  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 
Heer  may  ye  se  how  excellent  firanehyse 
In  wommen  is,  whan  they  hem  narwe 

avyse.  1988 

80m  tyrant  is,  as  ther  be  many  oon. 
That  hath  an  herte  as  hard  as  any  stoon, 
Which  wolde  han  lete  him  sterven  in 

the  place  1991 

Wei  rather  than  han  graonted  him  hir 

graoej 
And  hem  rejoysen  in  hir  crael  pryde, 
And  rekke  nat  to  been  an  homiejrde.  (750) 
This  gentil  May,  ftilfilled  of  pitee,  1995 
Bight  of  hir  hande  a  lettre  made  she. 
In  which  die  grannteth  him  hir  verray 

grace; 
Ther  lakketh  nog^t  bat  only  day  and 

place, 
Wher  that  she  mighte  nn-to  his  lost 

siifl|yBe  * 
Fdritdialberightashewoldevsrse.  sooo 
And  whan  she  sangh  hir  time,  np-on  a  day, 
To  vislte  this  Damian  goth  May, 
And  sotilly  this  lettre  doon  she  threste 
Under  his  pilwe,  rede  it  if  him  leste.  (760) 
She  taketh  him  by  the  hand,  and  harde 

him  twiste  '90Q5 

So  secrely,  that  no  wight  of  it  wiste. 
And  bad  him  been  al  hool,  and  forUi  she 

wente 
To  Jannarie,  whan  that  he  for  hir  sente. 

Up  lyseth  Damian  the  nezte  morwe, 
Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe. 
He  kembeth  him,  he  proyneth  him  and 

pyketh,  aoii 

He  dooth  al  that  his  lady  Inst  and  lyketh ; 
And  eek  to  Jannarie  he  gooth  as  lowe 
Am  ever  dide  a  dogge  for  the  bowe.     (770) 


He  is  so  plesant  nn«to  tivery  man,       toi5 
(For  craft  is  al,  who-so  that  do  it  can) 
That  eveiy  wight  is  fttyn  to  speke  him 

good; 
And  ftilly  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood. 
Thns  lete  I  Damian  abonte  his  nede, 
And  in  my  tale  forth  I  wol  procede.  soao 

Somme  derkes  holden  that  felioitee 
Stant  in  delyt,  and  therefor  eerteyn  he, 
This  noble  Jannarie,  with  al  his  might, 
In  honest  wyse,  as  longeth  to  a  knight, 
Shoop  him  to  live  fVil  delicionsly.  (781)  3025 
His  honsinge,  his  array,  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  was  maked  as  a  kinges. 
Amonges  othere  of  his  honest  thinges. 
He  made  a  gardi^,  walled  al  with  stoon  ; 
SofWir  a  gardln  woot  I  nowher  noon,  aojo 
For  ont  of  doate,  I  verraily  suppose. 
That  he  that  wroot  the  Bomanoe  of  the 

Bose  •      " 

Ne  conde  of  it  the  beantee  wel  devyse  ; 
Ne  Priapns  ne  mighte  nat  snfiyse,     (790) 
Though  he  be  god  of  gardins,  for  to 

telle  fl035 

The  beantee  of  the  gardin  and  the  welle, 
That  stood  nnder  a  lanrer  alwey  grene. 
Fol  ofte  tyme  he,  Flnto,  and  his  qnene, 
Proserpina,  and  al  hir  foyfiiye 
Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodjre  S040 
Abonte  that  welle,  and  dannoed,  as  men 

tolde. 
Thisnoble  knight,  this  Jannarie  the  olde, 
Swich  deintee  hath  in  it  to  walke  and 

pleye,  (799) 

That  he  wol  no  wight  soAren  here  the  keyo 
Save  he  him-self ;  for  of  the  smale  wiket 
He  bar  alwey  of  silver  a  smal  diket,  2046 
With  which,  whan  that  him  leste,  he  it 

nnshette. 
And  whan  he  wolde  paye  his  wyf  hir  dette 
In  somer  seson,  thider  wolde  he  go. 
And  May  his  wyf,  and  no  wight  but  they 

two;  aojo 

And  thinges  whiehe  that  were  nat  doon 

a-bedde. 
He  in  the  gardin  parfonmed  hem  and 

spedde. 
And  in  this  wyse,  many  a  meiy  day, 
lived  this  Jannarie  and  fireashe  May.  (810) 
Bnt  worldly  joye  may  nat  alwey  due  to^ 
To  Jannarie,  ne  to  no  oreatnre. 
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▲uctor. 

O  todeyn  hap,  o  thou  fortnne  Instabloi 
I^k  to  the  floorpKmn  so  deoeivable, 
That  flaterest  with  thyn  heed  when  thou 

wolt  stin^ ; 
Thy  tayl  fa  deeth,  thnrg^h  thyn  envenl- 
min^  ao6o 

O  brota  joye !  o  swete  yenlm  qrieynte ! 
O  xnonstre,  that  so  sabtllly  canst  peynte 
Thy  yifteSf  under  hewe  of  stedfiistnesse, 
That  thoa  deceyvest  bothe  more  and  lesse ! 
Why  hastow  Jannarie  thns  deoesrved,  (8si) 
That  haddest  him  for  thy  M  firend  re- 
ceyved?  9066 

And  now  thoa  hast  birafb  him  bothe  hise 

yfin, 
For  sorwe  of  which  desyreth  he  to  djrea. 

Alias !  this  noble  Jannarie  free, 
Amidde  hfa  Inst  and  hfa  prosperitee,  2070 
Is  wozen  blind,  and  that  al  sodeynly. 
Ho  wepeth  and  he  wayleth  pitonsly ; 
And  ther^with-al  the  fyr  of  jalonsye,  (829) 
Lest  that  hfa  wyf  sholde  fUle  in  som  folye, 
So  brente  hfa  herte,  that  he  woldefayn  9075 
That  som  man  bothe  him  and  hir  had 

slayn. 
For  neither  after  his  deeth,  nor  in  hfa  lyf, 
Ne  wolde  he  that  she  were  love  ne  wyf, 
But  ever  live  as  widwe  in  clothes  blake, 
8onl  as  the  tnrtle  that  lost  hath  hir  make. 
Bnt  atte  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye, 
Hfa  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye ;  aoSa 
For  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  other  be, 
He  paoiently  took  hfa  adyerdtee ;      (840) 
Save,  ont  of  donte,  he  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  Jalons  evermore  in  oon ; 
Which  jaloni^  it  was  so  ontrageons. 
That  neither  in  halle,  n*in  noon  other  hons, 
Ne  in  noon  other  place,  never-the-mo. 
He  nolde  eaffre  hir  for  to  ryde  or  go,  9090 
Bnt-if  that  he  had  hand  on  hir  alway ; 
For  which  fol  ofbe  wepeth  ft«8she  May, 
That  loveth  Damian  so  benignely, 
That  she  mot  onther  dyen  sodeynly,  (850) 
Or  elles  she  mot  han  him  as  hir  leste ;  0095 
She  wayteth  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breete. 

Up-on  that  other  syde  Damian 
Bicomen  fa  the  sorweiblleste  man 
That  ever  was ;  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Ne  mighte  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe 
May,  aioo 


As  to  hfa  pnrpos,  of  no  swieh  mature, 
Bnt-if  that  Jannarie  moste  it  here. 
That  hadde  an  hand  np-on  hir  everma 
Bnt  nathelees,  by  wtyting  to  and  tto  (860) 
And  privee  signes,  wiste  he  what  she 

mente ;  S105 

And  she  knew  eek  the  fyn  of  hfa  entente. 

Anctor.  - 
0  Jannarie,  whatmlghto  it  thee  availle, 
Thoa  mightest  see  as  for  as  shippes  saille  ? 
For  idso  good  fa  blind  deceyved  be^ 
As  be  deceyved  whan  a  man  may  see.  2110 
Lo^  Aligns,  which  that  hadde  an  hondred 

yen, 
For  al  that  ever  he  conde  ponre  or  pryen, 
Yet  was  he  blent ;  and,  god  wot,  so  ben 

mo, 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so.    (870) ' 
Passe  over  is  an  ese,  t  sey  na-more.     21 15 
Ihfa  fresshe  May,  that  I  spak  of  so 

yore. 
In  warme  wez  hath  emprented  the  oliket. 
That  Jannarie  bar  of  the  smale  wiket, 
By  which  in^  hfa  gardin  ofbe  he  wente. 
And  Damian,  that  knew  al  hir  entente. 
The  oliket  ooantrefeted  prively ;         2121 
Ther  nfa  na-more  to  seye,  bat  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  thfa  oliket  shal  bityde^ 
Which  ye  shnl  heren,  if  jre  wole  abyde. 
O  noble  Qsydei  foX  sooth  seyston,  god 

woot !  Anctor. 

What  sleighte  fa  it,  thogh  it  be  long  and 

hoot,  (882)  ai26 

That  he  nil  flnde  it  ont  in  som  manere  9 
By  Piramns  and  l^esbee  may  men  lore ; 
Thogh  they  were  kept  fhl  longe  stroite 

overal, 
Th^  been  aeoorded,  vonninge  thnrgh  a 

wal,  3130 

Ther  no  wight  conde  han  fonnde   out 

swidh  a  sleighte.  (887) 

Bnt  now  to  pnrpos ;  er  that  dayes  eighte 
Were  passed,  er  the  monthe  of  Jail,  bifll 
That  Jannarie  hath  oaoght  so  greet  a  wil, 
Thnrgh  egging  of  hfa  wyf,  him  for  to  pleyo 
In  hfa  gardin,  and  no  wight  bnt  they  tweye, 
That  in  a  morwe  nn-to  thfa  May  seith  he : 
'  Bys  np,  my  wyf,  my  love,  my  lady  free ; 
The  tortles  vofa  fa  herd,  my  doave  swete ; 
The  winter  fa  goon,  with  alle  his  x^ynoa 

wete  J  2140 
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Com  forth  now,  ^th  thyn  eyfin  colamlQai ! 
How  £Eurer  been  thy  brestes  than  ia  wyn  ! 
The  gardin  ia  enoloeed  al  abonte ; 
Ck>m  forth,  my  whyte   Bponse;  out  of 

donte,  (900) 

Thon  haat  me  wonnded  in  myn  herte, 

o  wyf  I  ai45 

No  spot  of  thee  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf. 
Com  forth,  and  lat  ns  taken  our  disport ; 
I  chees  thee  for  my  wyf  and  my  oonfort.' 
I     Swiohe  olde  lewed  wordee  used  he ; 
On  Damian  a  signe  made  she,  S150 

That  he  sholde  go  biforen  with  his  oliket : 
This  Damian  thanne  hath  opened  the 

wiket, 
And  in  he  stirte,  and  thatinswioh  manexe. 
That  no  wight  mighte   it   see   neither 

y-here;  (910) 

And  stille  he  sit  xmder  a  bush  anoon.  9155 

This  Jannarie,  as  blind  as  is  a  stoon, 
With  Mains  in  his  hand,  and  no  wig^t  mo, 
In-to  his  iiresshe  gardin  is  ago, 
And  oliq;>te  to  the  wiket  sod^jmly. 
*  Kow,  wyf;'  quod  he, '  heer  nis  bat  thon 

and  I,  ai6o 

That  art  the  oreatnre  that  I  best  love. 
For,  by  that  lord  that  sit  in  heven  above. 
Lever  ioh  badde  dyen  on  a  knyf^ 
Than  thee  ofliande,  trewe  dere  wyf  t   (920) 
For  goddes  sake,  thenk  how  I  thee  ohees, 
Koght  for  no  ooveityse,  doutelees,       »i66 
Bat  only  for  the  love  I  bad  to  thee. 
And  though  that  I  be  old,  and  may  natsee, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  andl  shal  telle  yow  why. 
Three  thinges,  cert^S}  shol  ye  winne  ther* 

l^i  aiTo 

First,  love  of  Crist,  and  toyoor^self  honoar, 
.  And  al  myn  heritage,  toon  and  toar ; 
I  yeve  it  yow,  maketh  ohartres  as  yow 

leste;  (929) 

This  shal  be  doon  to-morwe  or  sonne  reste. 
So  wisly  god  my  soale  bringe  in  blisse,  3175 
I  prey  yow  first,  in  covenant  ye  me  kisse. 
Andthogh  that  I  be  jaloos,  wyteme  noght. 
Ye  been  so  dope  enprented  in  my  thoght, 
That,  whan  that  I  considere  yoar  beaatee. 
And  ther-with-al  the  anlykly  elde  of  me 
I  may  nat,  certes,  thogh  I  sholde  dye, 
Forbere  to  been  out  of  yoor  companye 
For  verray  love ;  this  is  with-^mten  donte. 
^ow  kis  me.  wyf,  and  lat  us  rome  abonte.' 


This  fresshe  ICay,  whan  she  thise  wordes 
herde,  (941)  2i9s 

Benignely  to  Jannarie  answerde. 
Bat  first  and  forward  she  bigan  to  wepe, 
*  I  have,*  qaod  she,  *  a  soale  for  to  kepe 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour, 
Andof  my  wyfhod  thilke  tendre  flour,  2190 
Which  that  I  have  assured  in  your  bond, 
Whan  that  the  preest  to  yow  my  body 

bond; 
Wherfore  I  wole  answere  in  this  manere 
By  the  leve  of  yow,  my  lord  so  dere :  (950) 
I  prey  to  god,  that  never  dawe  the  day  2 195 
That  I  ne  sterve,  asfoule  as  wommanmay. 
If  ever  I  do  xm-to  my  kin  that  shame, 
Or  elles  I  empeyre  so  my  name, 
Thatlbeflsls;  and  if  I  do  that  lakke, 
Do  strepe  me  and  put  me  in  a  sakke,  9mx> 
And  in  the  nezte  river  do  me  drenohe. 
I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche. 
Why  speke  ye  thus?  but  men  ben  ever 
untrewe,  (959) 

And  wommen  have  repreveof  yow  aynewa 
Ye  ban  non  other  oontenance,  I  leve,  aaog 
But  speke  to  us  of  untrust  and  repreve.' 
And  with  that  word  she  saugh  whcr 
Damian 
Sat  in  the  bush,  and  conghen  she  bigan. 
And  with  hir  finger  signes  made  she, 
That  Damian  sholde  olimbe  up-on  a  tree. 
That  charged  was  with  froit,  and  up  he 
wente;  aaii 

For  verraily  he  knew  al  hir  entente. 
And  every  signe  that  she  ooude  make 
Wel  bet  than  Jannarie,  hir  owene  make. 
For  in  a  lettre  she  had  told  him  al     221$ 
Of  this  matere,  how  he  werohen  shaL  (973) 
And  thus  I  lete  him  sitte  up-on  the  pyrie. 
And  Jannarie  and  May  rominge  myrie. 
Bright  was  the  day,  and  blew  the  firma- 
ment, 
Phebns  of  gold  his  stremes  doun  hath 
sent,  2220 

To  gladen  eveiy  flour  with  his  warmnesse. 
He  was  that  tyme  in  OemMs,  as  I  gesse. 
But  litel  fro  his  declinacioun 
Of  Cancer,  Jovis  exaltacloun.  (980) 

^And  so  bifel,  that  brighte  morwe-tyde,  223$ 
That  in  that  gardin,  in  the  forther  syde, 
Pluto,  that  is  the  king  of  fayGrye, 
And  many  a  lady  in  his  companye. 
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Fohringe  hi«  wyf,  the  qnene  Prowrpyne, 
Koh  ftfter  other,  rif^t  M  any  lyne —  2230 
Whyl  that  she  gadered  flonres  in  themede, 
L"  In  QlaiidittD  ye  may  the  ftory  rede, 
How  in  hifl  grisly  carte  he  hir  fette  ^— 
This  king  of  faiiye  thanne  adoon  him 
sette  (990)  aa34 

TJp-on  a  bench  of  tmree,  freeh  and  grene, 
And  right  anon  thoB  seyde  he  to  his  qnene. 

*  Uy  wyf,'  quod  he, '  ther  may  no  wight 

sey  nay ; 
Th'ezperienoe  so  preveth  every  day 
The  treeon  whiche  that  wommen  doon  to 

man.  3239 

Ten  hondred  thonunnd  [storief  ]  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  your  nntrontheandbrotilneaBe. 
O  Salomon,  wys,  rioheft  of  riohene,  an* 
Folfild  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie, 
Fal  worthy  been  thy  wordef  to  memorie 
To  eyeiy  wight  that  wit  and  reion  can. 
ThoB  preiseth  he  yet  the  boontee  of  man ; 
"  Amongea  a  thousand  men  yet  fond  I  oon. 
But  of  wommen  alle  fond  I  noon.**   (1004) 
^  Thos  seith  the  king  that  knoweth  ytmr 

wikkedneoBe; 
;^JUad  JesnaJUhu  Syrdk^  as  I  gesse,       aago 
Ne  8peketh.of  yow  but  selde  reverence. 
A  wilde  tyr  and  oomipt  pestilence 
So  ftnlle  np-on  yonr  bodies  yet  to-night) 
Ne  see  ye  nat  this  honorable  knight,  (loio) 
By-oanse,  alias!  that  he  is  blind  and  old, 
HiB  owene  man  shal  make  him  ookewold ; 
Loheer  he  sit,  the  leohoor,  in  the  tree.  2357 
Now  wol  I  grannten,  of  my  magestee, 
Un-to  this  dde  blinde  worthy  knight 
That  he  shal  have  ayeyn  hiseyen  sight,  2260 
Whan  that  hiswyf  wold  doon  him  vileinye ; 
Than  shal  he  knowen  al  hir  harlotiye 
Both  in  repreve  of  hir  and  othere  mo.* 

*  Ye  shal,*  quod  Proserpyne,  *  wol yeso ; 
Now,  by  my  modres  sires  sonle  I  swere, 
That  I  shal  yeven  hir  soffisant  answere. 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake ; 
That,  thoagh  they  be  in  any  gilt  y-take, 
With   face   bold   they   shnlle   hem-self 

excuse. 
And  here  hem  donn  that  wolden  hem 

accuse.  2270 

For  lakke  of  answer,  noon  ofhem  shal  dyen. 
Al  hadde  man  seyn  a  thing  with  bothe  his 

y6n,  (loaS) 


Yit  shnl  we  wommen  visage  it  hardily, 
And  wepe,  and  swere,  and  ohydesnbtilly. 
So  that  ye  men  shal  been  as  lewed  as  gees. 
What  rekketh  me  of  yonr  anotoritees? 
^  I  woot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  Salomon, 
Fond  of  ns  wommen  folos  many  oon. 
Bat  thoogh  that  he  ne  fond  no  good 

womman,  2279 

Yet  hath  ther  foonde  many  another  man 
Wommen  Ail  trewe,  tul  gode,  and  ver* 

taoos. 
Witnesse  on  hem  that  dweUe  in  Cristea 

hons. 
With  martirdom  they  pxeved  hir  con- 
stance.  (1039) 
The  Bomayngestefl  maken  remembrance 
Of  many  a  verray  trewe  wyf  alsa  9385 
Bat  sire,  ne  be  nat  wrooth,  al-be-it  so, 
Thoogh  that  he  seyde  he  fond  no  good 

womman, 
I  prey  yow  take  the  sentence  of  the  man ; 
He  mente  thos,  that  in  sovereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  hot  god,  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  22go 
"^Eyl  for  verray  god,  that  nis  hot  oon. 
What  make  ye  so  moche  of  Salomon  ? 
What  thoogh  he  made  a  temple,  goddes 

hoos?  (1049) 

What  thoogh  he  were  riche  and  glorioos  ? 
So  made  he  e^  a  temj^  of  false  goddis, 
How  mighte  he  do  a  thing  that  more  for- 

bode  is  ?  22g6 

Pardee,  as  fftire  as  ye  his  name  emplastre, 
He  was  a  leehoor  and  an  ydolastre ; 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  god  forsook. 
And  if  that  god  ne  hadde,  asseith  the  book, 
Y-spared  him  for  his  fftdres  sake,  hesholde 
Have  lost  his  regne  rather  than  he  wdde. 
I  sette  noght  of  al  the  vileinye,        ( 1059) 
That  ye  of  wommen  wiyte,  a  boterflye. 
I  am  a  womman,  nedes  moot  I  speke,  2305 
Or  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  breke. 
For  sithen  he  seyde  that  we  ben  jan- 

gleresBes, 
As  ever  hool  I  mote  brooke  my  tresses, 
I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  cortei^ye,       3309 
Tospeke  him  harm  thai  wolde  os  vileinye.' 
^  Dame,*  qood  this  Plato,  *  be  no  lenger 

wrooth } 
I  jreve  it  op ;  bot  sith  I  swoor  myn  00th 
That  I  wolde  graonten  him  his  sighte 

ageyn,  (1069) 
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My  word  shalstonde,  I-wftmeyow,  oerteyn. 
I  am  a  king,  it  tit  me  noght  to  lye.'    2315 
•  And  I,'  quod  she,  *  a  qneene  of  fayfirye, 
Hir  answere  skal  she  have,  I  undertake  ,* 
,  Lat  ns  na-more  hordes  heeiM>f  make. 
Por  Botho,  I  wol  no  longer  yow  contrarie.* 
Now  lat  ns  tnme  agayn  to  Jannarie,  2320 
That  in  the  gardin  with  his  fiftire  Hay 
Singeth,  ftil  merier  than  the  papejay, 
*Yow  love  I  best,  and  shal,  and  other 

noon.' 
So  longe  abonte  the  aleyes  ishegoon,  (1080) 
Til  he  was  come  agaynes  thilke  pjnrie,  3335 
Wher-as  this  Damian  sitteth  fol  myrie 
An  heigh,  among  the  fresshe  lores  grene. 
This  fresshe  May,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
Oan  for  to  syke,  and  s^yde,  *  alias,  my 

^yde! 
Now  sir,'  qnod  she,  '  for  anght  that  may 

bityde,  3330 

I  moste  han  of  the  pe^res  that  I  see, 
Or  I  mot  dye,  so  sore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  pores  grene.     (1069) 
Help,  for  hir  lovethat  isof  hevene  qaene ! 
I  telle    yow  wel,  a  womman    in   my 

plyt  2335 

May  han  to  finit  so  greet  an  appetyt, 
That  she  may  dyeax,  bnt  she  of  it  have.' 
'  Alias ! '  qnod  he,  *  that  I  ne  had  heer 

a  knave 
ThatoondeoUmbe;  alias!  alias!' qnod hd, 
*That  I  am  blind.'      *Ye,  sir,  no  fbrs,' 

qnod  she :  2340 

*Bnt  wolde  ye  vonohe-saTif,  for  goddes 

sake, 
The  pyrie  inwith  your  armes  for  to  take, 
(For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mlstmste  me) 
Thanne  sholde  I  olimbe  wel  y-nogh,'  qnod 

she,  (iKX)) 

*  So  I  my  foot  mighte  sette  upon  yoor  bak.' 

*Certes,'  qnod  he,  *  ther-on  shal  be  no 

lak,  2346 

Mighte  I  yow  helpen  with  myn  herte 

blood.' 
He  stoapeth  donn,  and  on  his  bak  she  stood. 
And  oanghte  hir  hf  a  twiste,  and  np  she 

gooth. 
Ladies,  I  prey  yow  that  yebe  nat  wrooth ; 
'  I  can  nat  glose,  I  am  a  mde  man.       2351 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damian 


Gkmpnllennpthe  smdk,  and  in  he  throng. 
And  whan  that  Plato  sangh  this  grete 

wrong,  (mo) 

To  Jannarie  he  gaf  B/gayn  his  sighte,  235^ 
And  made  him  see,  as  wel  as  ever  he 

mighte. 
And  whan  that  he   hadde  oanght  his 

sighte  agasm, 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  so  fkyn. 
Bnt  on  his  wyf  his  thoght  was  evermo ; 
Up  to  the  tree  he  caste  his  eyen  two,  2360 
And  sangh  that  Damian  his  wyf  had 

dressed 
In  swich  manere,  it  may  nat  ben  ex- 
pressed 
But  if  I  wolde  speke  nnonrteisly : 
And  np  he  yaf  a  roring  and  a  cry     (1x20) 
As  doth  the  moder  whan  the  ohUd  shal 

dye :  2365 

*Oitt!help!  aUas!  harrow! 'began  to  orye, 
'  O  strongo  lady  store,  what  dostow?' 
And  she  answerde,  *sir,  what  eyleth 

yow? 
Have  padenoe,  and  reson  in  yonr  minde, 
I  have  yow  holpe  on  bothe  yonr  eyen 

blinde.  2370 

Up  peril  of  my  sonle,  lahal  nat  lyen. 
As  me  was  taught,  to  hole  with  yonr  yen, 
Was  no-thing  bet  to  make  yow  to  see 
Than  stmgle  with  a  man  np-on  atree.  (i  130) 
God  woot,  I  dide  it  in  Ail  good  entente.' 

*  Stmgle!'  <|nod  he,  *ye,  algate  in  it 

wente !  2376 

Gk>d  yeve  yow  bothe  on  shames  deeth  to 

dyen! 
He  s^Kyved  thee,  I  Sangh  it  with  myne  y^ 
And  elles  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals ! ' 

*  Thanne  Is,'  qnod  she,  '  my  mediojme 

al  fials ;  2380 

Por  oOTteinJy,  if  that  ye  mighte  see, 

Te  wolde  nat  seyn  thke  wordes  nn-tome ; 

Ye  han  som  glimsing  and  no  parflt  sighte.' 

*I  see,'  qnod  he,  *a8  wel  as  ever  I 

mighte,  ('140) 

Thonked  be  god !  with  bothe  myne  «yen 

two,  2385 

And  by  my  tronthe,  me  thonghte  he  dido 

thee  so.' 

*  Ye  maze,  maae,  gode  sire,'  qnod  she, 

*  This  thank  have  X  for  I  have  maad  yow 
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b!'  qnod  she,  'that  ever  I  was  so 
kinder 

*  Now,  dame,*  quod  he,  *  lat  al  passe  oat 

ofminde.  2390 

Com  donn,  my  lief;  and  if  I  have  misnyd, 
God  help  me  so,  as  I  am  yvel  ajwyd. 
Bnt,  1^  my  fader  sonle,  I  wende  han  seyn, 
How  that  this  Damian  had  by  thee  leyn, 
And  that  thy  smok  had  leyn  np-on  his 

breet'  (1151)  ^395 

*  Ye,  sire,'  qnod  she,  *  ye  may  wene  as 

yow  lest  J 
Bnt,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  oat  of  his 

sleep. 
He  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keep 
Up-on  a  thing,  ne  seen  it  parfitly, 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  verraaly ;         4400 
Right  so  a  man,  that  longehath  blind  y-be, 
Ke  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-see, 


First  whan  his  sighte  is  newe  oome  ageyn. 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-seyn.  (1160) 
Til  that  yoor  sighte  y-satled  be  a  whyle, 
Ther  may  fal  many  a  sighte  yow  bigyle. 
Beth  war,  I  prey  yow;  for,  by  hevene 

king,  ^407 

Fol  many  a  man  weneth  to  seen  a  thing. 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semeth. 
He  that  misoonceyveth,  he  misdemeth.' 
And  with  that  word  sheleep  doon  fro  the 

tree.  24^1 

This  Janoarie,  who  is  glad  bat  he? 
He  kisseth  hir,  and  olippeth  hir  fhl  ofte. 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir  fol 

softe,  (1170) 

And  to  his  palays  hoom  he  hath  hir  lad. 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  be  glad.  2416 
Thns  endeth  heer  my  tale  of  Jannario  ; 
God  blesse  as  and  his  moder  Seinte  Marie  I 


Hsre  la  ended  tbe  Karchantea  Tale  of  Januarie. 


EPILOGUE  TO   THE    MARCHANTES 

TALE. 


'Et!  goddes  mercy  !'seyde  oar  Hosts  tho^ 
*  Now  swioh  a  wyf  I  pray  god  kepemefro ! 
Lo,  whiche  sleightes  and  sabtilitees    2421 
In  wommen  been  !  for  ay  as  bisy  as  bees 
Ben  they,  as  sely  men  for  to  deoeyve, 
And  from  a  sothe  ever  wol  they  weyve ; 
By  this  Marohaantes  Tale  it  preveth  weeL 
Bat  doatelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel   2426 
I  have  a  wyf,  thoogh  that  she  povre  be  ; 
Cat  of  hir  tonge  a  labbing  shrewe  is  she, 
And  yet  she  hath  an  heep  of  vyces  mo ;  (11) 
Ther-of  no  fors,  lat  alle  swiche  thinges  ga 


Bat,  wite  ye  what?  in  oonseil  be  it  seyd, 
Me  reweth  sore  I  am  nn-to  hir  teyd.  9432 
For,  and  I  sholde  rekenen  every  vyoe 
Which  that  she  hath,  y-wis,  I  were  to 

nyoe, 
And  oaase  why ;  it  sholde  reported  be  ^435 
And  told  to  hir  of  somme  of  thismeynee ; 
Of  whom,  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  declare,  =  [( 
Sin  wommen  oonnen  oaten  swich  chaf- 

fare ;  {20) 

And  eek  my  wit  safi^^seth  nat  ther-to 
To  tellen  al ;  wherfor  my  tale  is  do.'  9440 
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GROUP  p. 


THE   SQUIERES   TALE. 


^i.^ 


The  Squire's  Prblogne. 

•  Squizb,  com  neer,  if  it  your  wille  be, 
And  867  som'what  of  love ;  for,  oertes,  ye 
ConnexLther-on  as  mnohe  aa  an^  i^^^t^** 

•  Nay,  sir,*  quod  he,  *  but  I  wol  seye  as  I  can 
Witii  bertly  wille ;  for  I  wol  nat  rebelle  5 
Agajni  your  lust ;  a  tale  wol  I  telle. 
Have  me  excused  if  I  speke  amis. 

My  wil  is  good ;  and  16,  my  tale  is  this.' 

Here  biglnneth  the  Squieres  Tale. 

>.t  Sarray,  in  the  land  of  Tftrtarye,  (i) 
Ther  dwelte  a  king,  that  werreyed  Bussye, 
Thurgh  which  ther  deyde  many  a  doughty 

This  noble  king  was  deped  Canftinskany*/ 
Which  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  greet  renoun 
That  ther  nas  no-wher  in  no  regionn 
So  ezeellent.a  lord  in  alle  thing ;  15 

Him  lakked  noght  that  longeth  toaking. 
As  of  the  secte  of  which  that  he  was  bom 
He  kepte  his  lay,  to  which  that  he  'yfM 
sworn;  •  (10) 

And  ther-to  he  was  hardy,  wys,  and  riche. 
And  fpidtous  and  just,  alwey  y-liche ;  90 
Sooth  of  his  word,  benigne  and  honuraUe, 
Of  his  oorage  as  any  centre  stable ; 
Yong,  fresh,  and  strong,  in  armes  desirous 
As  any  baoheler  of  al  his  hous. 
A  fair  persone  he  was  and  fortunat,      35 
And  kepte  alwey  so  wel  royal  estat. 
That  ther  was  nowher  swich  another  man. 
This  noble  king,  this  Teurtre  Gambinskan 
Hadde  two  sones  on  Blpheta  his  wyf,  (ai) 
Of  whiche  th'eldeste  highte  Algar^yf,    30 
That  other  sone  was  deped  Cambala 
A  doghter  hadde  this  worthy  king  also. 
That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canaoee, 
But  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beautee, 


tt  13^  nat  in  my  tonge,  nln  my  conning ; 
I  dar  nat  undertake  so  heigh  a  thing.  36 
Myn  English  eek  is  insufficient ; 
It  moste  been  a  reihor  excellent,  (30) 
That  coudehis  colours  longing  for  that  art, 
If  he  sholde  hir  discryven  every  part.  40 
I  am  non  swich,  I  moot  speke  as  I  can. 

Andsobifd  that,  whan  this  Cambinskan 
Hath  twenty  winter  bom  his  diademe. 
As  he  was  wont  fro  yeer  to  yeer,  I  dome, 
He  leet  the  feste  of  his  natiyitee  45 

Don  oryen  thurghout  Sarray  his  citee. 
The  last  Idus  of  March,  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus  the  sonne  fril  joly  was  and  cleer ; 
For  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioun         (41) 
In  Hartes  face,  and  in  his  mansioun     50 
In  Aries,  the  colerik  bote  signe. 
Ful  lusty  was  the  weder  and  benigne. 
For  which  the  foules,  agayn  the  sonne 

shene, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  yonge  grene, 
Ful  loude  songen  hir  affecciouns ;  55 

Hem  semed  ban  geten  hem  proteociouns 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  winter  kene  and  cold. 
This  Cambinskan,  of  which  I  have  yow 

told,  ,  (50) 

In  royal  Testlment  sit  on  his  deys, 
^^th  diademe,  fril  heighe  in  his  paleys. 
And  halt  his  feste,  so  solempne  and  so 

riche  61 

That  in  this  world  ne  was  titer  noon  H 

Uche. 
Of  which  if  I  disl  tellen  alth'array, 
Than  wolde  it  oooupye  a  someres  day; 
And  eek  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  devyse       65 
At  every  cours  the  ordre  of  hir  servyte. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  hir  strange  sewes,  (59) 
Ne  of  hir  Bwannes,  ne  of  hir  heronsewes. 
Eek  in  that  lond,  as  teUen  knightes  olde, 
Ther  is  som  mete  that  is  All  doyntee  holde, 
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That  in  this  knd  men  reoohe  of  it  but 
smal;  7> 

Ther  nis  no  man  that  may  r«porten  aL 
I  wol  nat  tarien  jrow,  for  it  ia  pryme, 
And  for  it  is  no  fireit  but  los  of  tyme ; 
Un4o  my  flzste  I  wol  have  my  reeoors.  75 
And  80  bif el  that,  after  the  thridde  coors, 
Whyl  that  this  king  sitthnB  in  his  noblesre, 
Herkninge  his  minstralles  hir  thinges 
pl^ye  (70) 

Biibm  him  at  the  bord  delioionsly , 
^ui  at  the  halle-dore  al  sodejmly  80 

Ther  cam  a  knight  np-on  a  stede  of  bras, 
And  in  his  hand  a  brood  mironr  of  glas. 
Upon  his  thombe  he  hadde  of  gold  a 

And  by  his  SF^e  a  naked  swerd  hanging ; 
And  up  he  lydeth  to  the  heighe  bord.  85 
In  al  the  halls  ne  was  ther  spoke  a  word 
¥or  merrville  cf  this  knight;  him  to  bi- 

holde 
Fnl  bisily  ther  wayten  yonge  and  olde. 
This  strange  knight,  that  cam   thus 

sodeynly,  (81) 

Al  armed  save  his  heed  ftil  xiohely,       90 
Salnfith  king  and  queen,  and  lordes  alls, 
By  ordre,  as  they  seten  in  the  halle, 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  obeisannee 
As  wel  in  ^»eche  as  in  eontenamioe, 
That  Qawain,  with  his  olde  eorteisye,   95 
Though  he  were  come  ageyn  out  of  Vaiiye, 
Ke  oonde  him  nat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  bifom  the  hei^ie  bord,  (90) 
He  with  a  manly  voys  seith  his  message, 
After  the  forme  used  in  his  langage,    too 
Witbooten  vyoe  of  sillabU  or  of  lettre ; 
And,  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the  bettre, 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  his  chore, 
As  techeth  art  of  ^eche  hem  that  it 

lere; 
Al-be-it  that  I  can  nat  sonne  his  style,  105 
Ke  can  nat  olimben  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
Tet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commxme  entente. 
Thus  mnohe  amoonteth  al  that  ever  he 

mente,  (100) 

If  it  so  be  that  I  have  it  in  minde. 
He  seyde,  *the  king  of  Arable  and  of 

^de,  110 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Salofith  yow  as  he  best  can  and  may, 
And  scudetii  yow,  in  honour  of  your  fesic, 


By  me,  that  am  al  redy  at  your  heste, 
This  stede  of  bras,  that  esilv  and  wel    115 
dan,  in  the  space  of  o  day  natorel, 
This  is  to  aeyjx,  in  foure  and  twenty  houres, 
Wher-so  3row  Bet,  in  droits   or  elles 

shoures,  (no) 

Beren  your  body  in-to  every  place 
To  which  your  herte  wilneth  for  to  pace 
With-outen  wem  of  yow,  thurgh  fbul  or 

&ir;  121 

Or,  if  yow  list  to  fleen  as  hye  in  the  air 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  him  list  to  sore, 
This  same  stede  shal  here  yow  ever-more 
Witlw>uten  harm,  til  ye  be  ther  jrow 

leste,  125 

Though  that  ye  slepen  on  his  bak  or  reste ; 
And  tume  ayeyn,  with  wrsrthingof  a  pin. 
He  that  it  wroghte  oonde  tol  manya  gin ; 
He  wayted  many  a  constellaoioun  (121) 
Er  he  had  doon  this  operacioun ;  tju 

And  knew  foX  many  a  seel  and  many 

abend. 
^This  mirour  eek,  that  I  have  in  myn 

bond, 
Hath  swich  a  might,  that  men  may  in  it 

see 
Whan  ther  shal  ftdlen  any  adversitee 
Un-to  your  regno  or  to  your-self  also;   135 
And  openly  who  is  your  iVeend  or  fwx 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  en  any  manor  wight, 
Ifhe  be  fids,  she  shal  his  treson  see,    (131) 
His  newe  love  and  al  his  subtiltee        140 
So  openly,  that  ther  shal  no-thing  hjnle.   . 
Wherfor,  ageyn  this  lusty  someres  tyde, 
This  mirour  and  this  ring,  that  ye  may  see, 
He  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Oanaoee, 
Tour  excellente  doghter  that  is  here.    145 
^  The  vertu  of  the  iQngt  if  yo  wol  here, 
Is  this;  that,  ifhirlustitfor  to  were  (159) 
Up-on  hir  thombe,  or  in  hir  purs  it  here, 
Ther  is  no  foul  that  fleeth  under  the 

hevene 
That  she  ne  shal  wel  understonde  his 

stevene,  150 

And  knowe  his  mening  openly  and  pleyD, 
And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyn. 
And  eveiy  gras  that  groweth  up-on  rote 
She  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol  do 

bote, 
Al  be  his  woundes  neverso  depe  and  wyde. 
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<.  This  naked  (sacdt  that  hangeth  by  my 

syde,  1^ 

Swioh  verba  hath,  that  what  man  so  ye 

smyte, 
Thnrgh-oat  hig  armnre  it  wol  kerve  and 

byte,  (150) 

Were  it  as  thikke  as  is  a  faranohed  ook ; 
And  what  man  that  is  wounded  with  the 

strook  160 

Shal  never  be  hool  til  that  3^w  list,  of 

graee, 
To  stroke  him  with  the  platte  in  thilke 

place 
Ther  he  is  hurt :  this  ia  as  mnohe  to  seyn 
Ye  mote  with  the  platte  swerd  ageyn 
Stroke  him  in  the  wonnde,  and  it  wol 

olose;  i^ 

This  is  a  vem^  sooth,  with-ooten  glose, 
It  fiiilleth  nat  whyl  it  is  in  your  hold.' 
And  whan  this  knight  hath  thus  his 

tale  told,  (160) 

He  rydeth  ont  of  halle,  and  donn  he  li^te. 
His  stede,  which  that  shoon  as  sonne 

brighte,  170 

Stant  in  the  court,  as  stille  as  ansy  stoon. 
This  knight  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anon, 
And  is  nnarmed  and  to  mete  y-set. 

The  presents  been  AU  royally  y-fet, 
This  is  to  seyn,  the  swerd  and  the  miromr, 
And  bom  anon  in-to  the  heighe  tour  176 
With  oerteine  officers  ordeyned  tharfoore ; 
And  on-toGanaoee  this  ring  was  bore  (170) 
8olempneIy,  ther  she  sit  at  the  tabla 
But  sikerly,  with-outen  any  CftUe,  180 
The  hors  of  bias,  that  mi^nat  be  remewed, 
Itstantas  it  were  to  Uie ground y^^Lswed. 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  djQn/ie 
For  noon  engyn  of  windas  or  polyve ;  184 
And  cause  why,  for  they  can  nat  the  craft 
And  therefore  in  the  place  they  han  il 

laft 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taoght  >u"*^  the 

manere 
To  v^yden  him,  as  ye  shal  after  here.  (180) 
Qreet  was  the  prees,  that  swaxmeth  to 

andfio,  189 

To  gaoren  on  this  hoxB  that  stondeth  so ; 
For  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so  brood  and  long, 
So  wel  i^roporcioned  for  to  ben  strong, 
Bight  as  it  were  a  stede  of  Lombardye ; 
Ther-with  so  hoxsly,  and  so  qoik  of  y$ 


As  it  a  gentU  Poileys  cooxser  were*      195 
For  oertes,  fro  his  tayl  nn-to  his  ere. 
Nature  ne  art  ne  coude  him  nat  amende 
In  no  degree,  as  el  the  peple  wende.  (190) 
But  evermore  hir  moete  wonder  was, 
How  that  it  coude  go<mi  a&d  was   of 

bras;  aoo 

It  was  of  Fiaii3re,  as  the  peple  semed. 
Inverse  folk  divessely  they  demed ; 
As  many  hedes,  as  many  wittes  ther  been. 
They  murmuxeden  as  dooth  a  swarm  of 

been. 
And  madenskiles  after  hir  £uitasyes,   »js 
Behersinge  of  thise  olde  poetiyes^ 
And  seyden,  it  was  Jiyk  the  Pegasee, 
The  hors  that  haddewinges  for  to  flee;  (:kx)) 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Qrekes  hors  Synon, 
That  broghte  Troye  to  destmooioii,       aio 
As  men  may  in  thise  olde  gestes  rede. 
*]|yn  herte,'  quod  oon,  *is  everauve  im 

drede; 
I  trowe  som  men  of  armes  been  ther-innib 
That  shi^n  hem  this  citee  for  to  winne. 
It  were  right  good  that  al  swich  thing 

were  knowe.*  J15 

Aiu>ther  rowned  to  his  f elawe  lowci 
And  seydci  'he  lyeth,  it  is  rather  lyk 
An  sinpaxenoe  y-maad  by  som  magyk*  (:tio) 
As  jogelours  pleyen  at  thise  festes  greto.' 
Of  sondxy  doutes  thus  thcty  jangle  and 

trete,  jao 

As  lowed  peple  demeth  oomnnly 
Of  thinges  that  ben  maad  more  subtilly 
Than  they  can  in  her  lewednes  compr»- 

hende; 
They  demen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
And  somme  of  ham  womdied  on  the 

mirour,  aas 

lluit  born  was  up  in-to  the  malstei^tour, 
How  men  mighte  in  it  swiche  thinges  see. 
Another  answeide,  and  seyde  it  mighte 

wel  be  (aw) 

KatnreUy,  by  oomposioiouna 
Of  angles  and  of  slyereAeziouns,         230 
And  seyden,  that  in  Bome  was  swioh  oon. 
They  speken  of  Alooen  and  Yitolon, 
And  Aristotle,  that  writen  in  hir  lyvea 
Of  queynte  mixours  and  of  prospectyves. 
As  knowen  they  that  han  hir  bokes  herd. 
And  others  folk  haawondred  on  the 

^exd  S36 
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That  woldeperoen  thnrgh-out  every-thing ; 
And  fille  in  speohe  of  Thelophus  tiie  king, 
And  of  Adiilies  with  his  qaeynte  spere, 
For  he  conde  with  it  bothe  hele  and  dere, 
Bight  in  swich  wyse  as  men  may  with  the 

Bwerd  (ajs)  341 

Of  which  ri^t  now  ye  han  yonr-flelyen 

herd. 
They  speken  of  sondxy  harding  of  metal, 
And  speke  of  medicynes  ther-with-al, 
And  how,  and  whanne,  it  aholde  y-hMded 

bej  045 

Which  is  nnknowe  algates  tmto  me. 
Tho  speke  they  of  Canaoete  ring. 
And  seyden  alle,  that  swich  a  wonder 

thing  (aic) 

Of  craft  of  ringes  herde  they  never  non, 
Save  that  he,  Koyses,  and  king  Salomon 
Haddeanameofkonninginswichart.  951 
Thus  seyn  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
&at  nathdees,  somme  seyden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  maken  of  fem-asahen  glas. 
And  yet  nis  glas  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fem ; 
But  for  they  han  y-knowen  it  so  fiam,  356 
Therfore  oeeseth  her  jangling  and  her 

wonder. 
As  sore  wondren   somme  on   oanae  of 

thonder,  (ago) 

On  ebbe,  on  flood,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

mist,  agg 

And  alle  thing,  til  that  the  oaase  is  wiit. 
Thus  jangle  they  and  demen  and  devyse, 
Til  that  the  king  gan  fico  the  bord  arysa 
Fhebns  hath  lafb  the  angle  meridicmal, 
And  yet  ascending  was  the  beest  royal, 
The  gentil  Leon,  with  his  Aldiran,  265 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  king,  tibjs  0am- 

binskan^  '(358) 

Boos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  fol  kye. 
Tofom  him  gooth  the  londe  minstraloye. 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  paremenis, 
Ther  as  they  sownen  diverse  instruments. 
That  it  is  lyk  an  heven  for  to  here.  271 
Now  dannoen  losty  Yenns  children  dere, 
For  in  the  Fish  hir  lady  sat  fdl  hye. 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  freendly  yd. 

This  noble  king  is  set  up  in  his  trone.  275 
This  strange  knight  is  &t  to  him  ltd  sone. 
And  on  the  daonce  he  gooth  with  CSanaoee. 
Heor  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee         (370) 


That  is  nat  able  a  dnl  man  to  devyse.  379 
He  moste  han  knowen  loveandhis  servyse, 
And  been  a  festlioh  man  as  fresh  as 

May, 
That  diolde  yow  devysen  swich  array. 
Who  ootKle  telle  yow   the  forme  of 

dannces. 
So  unconthe  and  so  firesshe  oontenannoes, 
Swich  sabtU  loking  and  dissimnlinges  385 
For  drede  of jalonsemenneeaperoeyvinges? 
No  man  bat  Lanncelot,  and  he  is  deed.       ^ 
Therefor  I  passe  of  al  this  lostiheed ;  (380) 
I  seye  na-more,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
Iletehem,tilmentothesoperdresBe.  390 

The  styward  bit  the  spyoes  for  to  hye, 
And  eek  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  nsshers  and  the  sqnyers  ben  3^^roon ; 
The  spyoes  and  the  wyn  is  come  anooxL 
Th^  eteand  drinke ;  and  whan  this  hadde 

an  ende,  395 

Un-to  the  temple,  as  reson  was,   they 

wende. 

The  service  doon,  they  sonpen  al  by  day. 

What  nedeth  yow  rehercen  hir  array  ?(39o) 

Ech  man  wot  wel,  that  at  a  kinges  feeste 

Hath  plentee,  to  the  moste  and  to  the 

leeste,  300 

And   deyntees   mo  than   been   in    my 

knowing. 
At-after  soper  gooth  this  noUe  king 
To  seen  this  hors  of  bias,  with  al  the  route 
Of  locdes  and  of  ladyes  him  abonte. 
Swich  wondzing  was  tber  on  this  hors 

ofbras  30$ 

That,  sin  the  grete  sege  of  Troye  was,        \ 
Ther-as  men  wondreden  on  an  hors  also,    , 
Ne  was  ther  swich  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
But  fynally  the  king  azeth  this  knight  (301) 
The  vertn  of  this  oonrser  and  the  might. 
And  preyede  Mm  to  telle  his  giovemaunce. 
This  hors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 

dannce,  313 

Whan  that  this  knight  leyde  hand  up-on 

hisresme. 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  ther  is  na^more  to  seyne, 
But,  whan  yow  list  to  ryden  aiiy-where,3 15 
Ye  moten  triUe  a  pin,  stant  in  his  ere. 
Which  I  shall  telle  yow  bitwiz  TS  two.  (309) 
Te  mote  nempne  him  to  what  place  also 
Or  to  what  eontree  that  yowlist  to  ryde.3 19 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  yow  lift  abyde, 
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Biddehimdescende,  and  irille  another  pin, 
For  ther-in  lyth  the  effect  of  al  the  gin, 
And  he  wcl  doon  deacende  and  doon  yonr 

wille; 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  abyde  Btille, 
Though  al  the  world  the  oontrarie  hadde 

y-gwore ;  325 

He  ihal  nat  thennef  ben  y-diawe  n>- 

bore. 
Or,  if  yow  liste  bidde  him  thennef  goon, 
Trille  this  pin,  and  he  wol  vanishe  anoon 
Oat  of  the  lighte  of  every  manor  wight,(33i) 
And  come  agayn,  be  it  by  day  or  night,  330 
When  that  yow  list  to  clepen  him  ageyn 
In  svrioh  a  gyse  as  Ishal  to  yow  seyn 
Bitwise  yow  and  me,  and  that  ftil  sone. 
Byde  whan  yow  list,  ther  is  na-more  to 

done.' 
Enformed  whan  the  king  was  of  that 

knight,  335 

And  hath  oono^yved  in  his  wit  aright 
The  manor  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thing, 
Thns  glad  and  biythe,  this  noble  dooghty 

king  (330) 

Bepeireth  to  his  revel  as  bifcxm. 
The  brydel  is  nn^  the  tonr  y-bom,     340 
And  kept  among  his  jew<^  leve  and 

dere. 
The  hoiB  vanisshed,  I  noot  in  what  manere. 
Out  of  hirsighte;  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
Bat  thus  I  lete  in  lost  and  lolitee 
This  Oambynskan  his  lordes  f est«yinge,345 
Til  wel  ny  the  day  bigan  to  springe. 
Explicit  prima  pars. 
Sequitnr  pars  secmida. 
The  norioe  of  digestioan,  the  slepe, 
Gan  on  hem  winke,  and  bad  hem  taken 

kepe,  (340) 

That  maohel  drink  and  labour  woldehan 

reste; 
And  with  a  galping  month  hem  alle  he 

keste,  390 

And  seyde,  *  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adoon, 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominacioan ; 
Cheriflsheth  Uood,  natures  fireend,'  qood 

he. 
They  thanken  him.  galpinge,  by  two,  by 

three, 
And  every  wight  gan  dxawe  him  to  his 

reste,  355 


As  slepe  hem  bad;  they  toke  it  for  the 

beste. 
Hir  dremes  shnl  nat  been  y-told  for  me ; 
Fol  were  hir  hedes  of  Aimositee,         (350) 
That  causeth  dreem,  of  which  ther  nis  no 

ohaige,  359 

They  slepen  til  that  it  was  pr3rme  laige. 
The  moste  part,  but  it  were  Canacee ; 
She  was  ftd  mesorable,  as  wommen  be. 
For  of  hir  fader  hadde  she  take  leve 
To  gon  to  reste,  sone  after  it  was  eve ; 
Hir  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be,  365 

Nor  on  the  morwe  nnfestlioh  for  to  see ; 
And  slepte  hir  firste  sleep,  and  thanne 

awook.  (359) 

For  swich  a  joye  she  in  hir  herte  took 
Both  of  hir  qaeynte  ring  and  hir  mlroar, 
That  twenty  tyme  she  changed  hir  colour ; 
And  in  hir  slepe,  right  for  impreesioun  371 
Of  hir  mirour,  she  hadde  a  virioun. 
Wherfore,  er  that  the  Sonne  gan  up  gljrde, 
She  deped  on  hir  maistresse  hir  bisj^e. 
And  seyde,  that  hir  liste  for  to  ryse.      375 
Thise  olde  wommen  that  been  gladly 

wyse. 
As  is  hir  maistresse,  answerde  hir  anoon, 
And   seyde,    'madame,  whider  wU   ye 

gwn  (370) 

Thus  erly  ?  for  the  folk  ben  alle  on  reste.' 

*  I  wol,*  quod  she,  *  aryse,  for  me  leste  380 

Ko  longer  for  to  slepe,  and  walke  aboute.' 

Hir  maistresse  depNeth  wommen  a  gret 

routOi 
And  up  they  rysen,  wel  a  ten  or  twelve ; 
Up  ryseth  Aresshe  Canacee  hir-selve. 
As  rody  and  bright  as  dooth  the  yonge 

Sonne,  385 

ISiatin  the  Bam  is  four  degrees  up-ronne ; 
Noon  hyer  was  he,  whan  she  redy  was ; 
And  forth  she  walketh  esily  a  pas,     (380) 
Arrayed  after  the  lusty  seson  sote        389 
lightly,  for  to  pleye  and  walke  on  fbte ; 
Nat  but  vrith  iyve  or  six  of  hir  meynee ; 
And  in  a  trench,  forth  in  the  pcurk,  goth 

sha 
The  vapour,  which  that  fro  the  erthe  glood, 
Made  the  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brood ; 
But  nathelees,  it  was  so  Udr  a  sighte  395 
That  it  made  alle  hir  hertes  for  to  lighte, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  morweninge, 
And  for  the  foules  that  she  herde  siugo ; 
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For  right  anon  the  wisfce  what  they  mente 
Bight  l^hir  floxig,  and  knewal  hir  entente. 
The  knotte,  why  that  eyezy  tale  is  told, 
If  it  be  taried  tU  that  Inst  be  oold 
Of  hem  that  han  it  after  herkned  yore, 
The  sayoar  paaseth  eyer  longer  the  more, 
For  folsomneaBe  of  his  prolizitee.         405 
And  by  the  same  reson  thinketh  me, 
I  sholde  to  the  knotte  oondeecende, 
And  wiftif«F^   of  hir  walking   sone    an 

ende.  (4«>) 

Amidde  a  tree  f ordrye,  as  whyt  as  ohalk, 
As  Ganaoee  was  pleying  in  hir  walk,    410 
Thar  sat  afanopnoyer  hir  heed  fed  hye. 
That  with  a  pitons  yoys  so  gan  to  oiye 
That  all  the  wode  reeonned  of  hir  cry. 
T-beten  hath  she  hir-self  so  pitoosly    414 
With  bothe  hir  winges,  til  the  rede  blood 
Ban  endelong  the  tree  ther^M  she  stood. 
And  eyer  in  oon  she  oryde  alw«y  and 

shrighte. 
And  with   hir   beek   hiisMlyen  so  she 

prighte,  (410) 

That  ther  nis  tygre,  ne  noon  so  cmel 

besto, 
That  dwelleth  either  in  wode  or  in  fbreste 
That  nolde  han  wept,  if  that  he  wepe 

oonde,  4^1 

For  sorwe  of  hir,  she  shri^te  alwey  so 

londe. 
For  ther  nas  neyer  yet  no  man  on  lyye — 
If  that  I  oonde  a  fanoon  wel  disozyye-*- 
That  herde  of  swioh  another  of  feumeese, 
Aswelofplnmageasof  gentiUesse  496 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  mighte  y-rekened  be. 
A  fancon  peregiyn  than  semed  she  <4ao) 
Of  fremde  land ;  and  eyarmore,  as  she 

stood, 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lakke  of 

blood,  430 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 

This  faire  kinges  doghter,  Canaoee, 
That  on  hir  finger  bar  the  qneynte  ring, 
Thorgh  which  Ae  understood  wel  eyezy 

thing 
That  any  fbnl  may  in  his  ledene  sejm,  435 
And  oonde  answere  him  in  his  led^ie 


Hath  nnderstonde  what  this  fanoon  soyde, 

And  wel  neigh  for  the  rewthe  almost  she 

deyde.  (430) 


And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  ftil  hastily, 
And  on  this  fancon  loketli  pitooaly,     440 
And  heeld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wisto 
The  faxuMOL  moste  fallen  tro  the  twists. 
When  that  it  swowned  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hir  she  stood 
Till  atte  lasto  she  spak  in  this  manere  445 
Un-to  the  hank,  as  ye  shnl  after  here. 

*  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle,' 
ThatyebeinthisftoialpyneofheQe?'   --    v^ 
Quod  Oanaoee  im-to  this  hank  aboye.  (441) 
*  Is  this  f(»  sorwe  of  deeth  or  los  of  leye? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  ben  oanses  two  451 
That  eansen  moost  a  gentil  herte  wo ; 
Of  other  harm  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke. 
For  ye  yonr-self  tipon  yoiki^«^  yow  wreke, 
Which  proyeth  wel,  that  either  loye  or 

dredie  455 

Mot  been  encheson  of  your  omel  dede. 
Sin  that  I  see  non  othorwis^tyowchaoei 
For  loye  of  god,  as  dooth  yonr«elyen  grace 
Or  what  may  ben  your  help;  ftnrwestnor 

e«*  (451) 

Ne  sey  I  neyer  er  now  no  brid  ne  beest 
That  fiorde  with  him-self  so  pitonsly.   461 
Te  dee  me  with  yonr  sorwe,  yezxaily ; 
I  haye  of  yow  so  gret  oompassionn. 
For  goddes  loye,  00m  tro  the  tree  adonn ; 
And,  as  I  am  a  kinges  doghter  trewe,  465 
If  that  I  yerraily  the  cause  knewe 
Of  yonr  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  might, 
I  wolde  amende  it,  er  that  it  were  night. 
As  wisly  helpe  me  gret  god  of  kinde !  (461) 
And  herbes  shal  I  right  y-nowe  y-finde 
To  hele  with  yonr  hnrtes  hastily/        471 
Tho  shrighte  this  fiMioon  more  pitonsly 
Than  ever  she  dide,  and  fil  to  groonde 

anoon. 
And  lyth  aswowne,  deed,  and  lyk  a  stoon, 
Til  Oanaoee  hath  in  hir  lappe  hir  take  475 
Un-to  the  tyme  she  gan  of  swongh  awake. 
And,  after  that  she  of  hir  swon^^  gan 

breyde, 
Bight  in  hir  hankes  ledene  thns  sho 

seyde :—  (470) 

'  That  piteerenneth  sone  in  gentU  herte,    H 
Feling  his  similitude  in  peynes  smerte,  480 
Is  preyed  al-day,  as  men  may  it  see, 
As  wel  by  werk  as  by  auctoritee; 
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For  geniil  herte  kytheth  gentiUesse. 
1 896  wel,  that  ye  han  of  my  distresso 
Oon^[>ai8ioim,  my  ittin  Oaniioee,  485 

Of  verray  wommanly  benignitee 
ThtA  nature  in  your  prinoiplec  hath  set 
But  for  non  hope  for  to  fkre  the  bet,  (480) 
Bat  for  to  obeye  nn-to  your  herte  A:ee, 
And  for  to  maken  other  be  'war  by  me, 
Ab  by  the  whelp  chasted  is  the  leoon,  491 
Bight  for  that  oanse  and  that  oonolosioim, 
Whyl  that  I  have  a  leyier  and  a  fpaoe, 
Myn  harm  I  wol  oonfeesen,  er  I  pace.* 
And  OTor,  whyl  that  oon  hir  sorwe  tolde, 
That  other  weep,  as  she  to  water  wolde, 
TU  that  the  fimoon  bad  hir  to  be  stille ; 
And,  with  a  ayk,  right  thus  she  seyde  hir 

wiUe.  (490)  498 

■  Ther  I  was  bred  (alias !  that  haide 

dayO 
And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  marbnl  gray 
80  tendrely,  that  nothing  eyled  me,     501 
I  niste  nat  what  was  adversitee, 
Til  I  oonde  flee  toX  hye  under  the  sky. 
Tho  dwelte  ateroelet  me  fnste  by. 
That  semed  welle  of  alle  gentillesse ;   505 
Al  were  he  fol  of  treson  and  fiUsnesM, 
It  wa^  so  wrapped  under  humble  chere, 
And  under  hewe  of  trouthe  in   swich 

manere,  (900) 

Under  plessAoe,  and  under  bi^y  peyne, 
That  no  wight  ooude  han  wend  he  oonde 

feyne,  510 

So  depe  in  gr^yn  he  dyed  his  o<donresL 
Bight  as  a  serpent  hit  him  under  flonres 
Til  he  may  seen  his  tyme  fm  to  byte, 
Bight  so  this  god  of  love,  this  ypooiyte. 
Doth  so  his  oerimonies  and  obeisaonoes, 
And  kepeth  in  semblant  alle  his  obserw 

Tances  516 

That  sowneth  in-to  gentillesse  of  lova 
As  in  a  toombe  is  al  the  &ire  above,  (510) 
And  under  is  the  corps,  swich  as  ye  woot, 
Swich  was  this  ypooryte,  bothe  odd  and 

hoot,  5ao 

And  in  this  wyse  he  served  his  entente. 
That  (save  the  feend)  non  wirte  what  he 

mente. 
Til  he  so  longe  had  wopen  and  oom- 

pleyned. 
And  many  a  yeer  his  service  to  me  f^yned. 
Til  that  myn  herte,  to  pitous  and  to  nyoe, 


Al  innooent  of  his  douned  malice,      536 
Eor-fered  of  his  deeth,  as  thoughte  me, 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  seuretee,        (530) 
Graunted  him  love,  on  this  condicioun. 
That  evermore  myn  honour  and  renoun 
Were  saved,  bothe  privee  and  apert ;   531 
This  is  to  sejm,  that,  after  his  desert, 
I  yaf  him  al  myn   herte  and   al   my 

thoght-^ 
Gk>d  woot  and  he,  that  otherwyse  noght — 
And  took  his  herte  in  ohaunge  for  rayn 

foray.  535 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  a  day, 
"  A  trew  wi^t  and  a  theef  thenkeo  nat 

oon.** 
And,  whan  he  saugh  the  thing  so  fer 

y-goon,  (530) 

That  I  had  graunted  him  ftilly  my  love. 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  have  seyd  above,  540 
And  yeven  him  my  trewe  herte,  as  free 
As  he  swoor  he  his  herte  yaf  to  me ; 
Anon  this  tygre,  fill  of  douUenesse, 
Fil  on  his  knees  with  so  devout  hum- 


With  so  heigh  reverence,  and,  as  by  his 

chore,  545 

So  lyk  a  gentil  lovers  of  manere, 
So  ravisshed,  as  it  semed,  for  the  joye. 
That  never  Jason,  ne  Paiys  of  Troye,  (540) 
Jason  ?  certes,  ne  non  other  man. 
Sin  Lameth  was,  that  alderfirst  bigan  550 
To  loven  two,  as  writen  folk  bifom, 
Ne  never,  sin  the  firsts  man  was  bom, 
Ke  coude  man,  by  twenty  thousand  part, 
Oountrefete  the  sophimes  of  his  art ; 
Ne  wera  worthy  unbokele  his  galoche,  555 
Ther  douUenesse  or  feyning  sholde  ap- 

proohe, 
Ne  so  ooude  thanke  a  wight  as  he  did  me  t 
His  maner  was  an  heven  for  to  see     (550) 
Til  any  womman,  were  she    never  so 

wys; 
Sopoynted  he  and  kambde  at  point-devys 
As  wel  his  wotdm  as  his  oontenaunce.  561 
And  I  so  lovede  him  for  his  obeisannoe. 
And  for  the  txouthe  I  domed  in  his  herte. 
That,  if  so  were  that   any  thing   him 

smerte, 
Alwereitneverso]yte,andIitwi8te,  sfis 
Me  thoug^te,  I  felte  deeth  myn  herte 

twiste. 
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And  shortly,  to  ferforth  this  thing  Is 

went,  (559) 

That  my  wU  wm  hi«  willef  infltmment ; 
This  ifl  to  f^yn,  my  wil  obeyed  hk  wil 
•  In  alle  thing,  as  fer  as  reson  fil,  570 

Keping  the  boondes  of  my  worriiip  ever. 
Ke  neyer  hadde  I  thing  so  leef,  ne  lerer, 
As  him,  god  woot !  ne  never  shal  n»-mo. 
This  lasteth  lenger  than  a  yeer  or  two, 
Ihat  I  supposed  of  him  noght  but  good. 
Bat  fynally,  thus  atte  laste  it  stood,     576 
That  fortune  w<^e  that  he  moste  twinne 
Out  of  that  pUoe  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  qnestioiin ; 
I  can  nat  make  of  it  discripdonn ;       ^ 
For  o  thing  dar  I  tellen  boldely,         (573) 
I  knowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth  ther-liy ; 
Swioh  harm  I  falte  for  he  ne  mi^^te 

bileve. 
80  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  his  leve, 
80  sorweftilly  eek,  that  I  wende  verraily 
That  he  had  felt  as  mnche  harm  as  I,  586 
Whan  that  I  herde  him  speke,  and  sangfa 

hie  hewe.  (579) 

Bat  nathelees,  I  thonghte  he  was  so  trewe, 
And  eek  that  he  repairs  sholde  ageyn 
With-inne  a  litel  whyle,  sooth  to  seyn ;  590 
And  xeson  wolde  eek  that  he  moste  go 
For  his  honour,  as  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
>]  Ihat  I  made  vertu  of  neoessHee, 
And  took  it  wel,  sin  that  it  moste  be. 
As  I  best  mifi^te,  I  hidde  fro  him  my 

sorwe,  595 

And  took  him  by  the  hond,  seint  John  to 

borwe, 
And  seyde  him  thus :  **lo,Iamyouresal; 
Beth  swioh  as  I  to  yow  have  been,  and 

ahal."  (590) 

What  he  answerde,  It  nedeth  noght  re- 

heroe, 
Who  can  sey  bet  than  he,  who  can  do 

werse?  600 

Whan  he  hath  al  ¥rel  seyd,  thanne  hath 

hedoon. 
^^Therfor  bihoveth  him  a  fal  long  spoon 
That  shal  ete  with  a  feend,**  thus  herde 

Iseye. 
80  atte  laste  he  moste  forth  his  weye. 
And  forth  he  fleeth,  til  he  oam  ther  him 

leste.  605 

Whan  it  cam  him  to  purpos  for  to  reste, 


I  trowe  he  hadde  thilke  text  in  minde. 
That  **  alle  thing,  repeiring  to  his  kinde, 
Gladeth  him-self  **;  thus  seyn  men,  as  I 

gesse;  (601) 

Men  loven  of  propre  kinde  newftngel-  i 

I    nesse,  610 

As  briddes  doon  that  men  in  cages  fede. 
F6r  though  thou  night  and  day  take  of 

hem  hede, 
And  straws  hir  cage  fUre  and  softe  as 

silk, 
And  yeve  hem  sngre,  hony,  breed  and 

mUk, 
Yet  ri^t  anon,  as  that  his  dore  is  uppe. 
He  with  his  feet  wol  spume  adoun  his 

cuppe,  616 

And  to  the  wode  he  wol  and  wonnes  ete ; 
80  neweflmgel  been  theyof  hir  mete,  (610) 
And  loven  novelty  es  of  propre  kinde  j 
Ko  gentfllssss  of  blood  [ne]  may  hem 

binde.  (bo 

So  ferde  this  teroelet,  alias  the  day ! 
Though  he  were  gentil  bom,  and  fresh 

and  gay. 
And  goodly  for  to  seen,  and  humble  and 

free. 
He  saugh  up-on  ft  tyme  akrte  flee,  r 

And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kyte  so,     635  ' 
That  al  his  love  is  dene  fro  me  ago. 
And  hath  hk  tcouthe  folsed  in  this  wyse ; 
Thus  hath  the  ksrte  my  love  in  hir  ser- 

vyse,  (6ao) 

And  I  am  lorn  witlwmten  lemedye !' 
And  with  that  word  this  fauoon  gan  to 

oiye,  ^o 

And  swowned  eft  in  Ganaoeta  barme. 
Greet  was  the  sorwe,  for  the  haukes 

har«n4»- 
That  Oanaoee  and  alle  hir  wommen  made ; 
They  niste  how  they  migfate  the  fauoon 

^ade,  634 

But  Ganaoee  hom  bereth  hir  in  hir  lappe, 
And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wnipi)e, 
Ther  as  she  with  hir  beek  had  hurt  hir- 

solve.  (629) 

Now  can  nat  Oanacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out  of  the  grounde,  and  make  salves 

newe 
Of  herbes  precious,  and  fyne  of  hewe,  640 
To  helen  with  this  hauk;  fro  day  to  night 
She  dooth  hir  bisinosse  and  al  hir  mi^^ht. 
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And  by  hir  beddee  heedshe  made  ft  mewe, 

And  covered  it  ^th  velnfiUefl  blewe^ 

In  signe  of  ironthe  that  is  in  ^fommen 

Bene.  645 

And  al  -withpoate,  the  me^ve  is  peynted 

grene, 
In  which  were  pegmted  alle  thise  fUae 

foales,  (^9) 

As  both  thise  tidi£s,  teioelet0»  and  onles, 
Bight  for  despyt  were  peynted  hem  bisyde, 
And  pyes,  on  hem  for  to  crye  and  chyde. 
Thus  lete  I  Canaoee  hir  hank  keping ; 
I  wol  na-more  as  now  speke  of  hir  zing, 
TU.  it  come  eft  to  pnzpos  for  to  seyn 
How  that  thi«  flEHicon  gat  hir  love  ag^yn 
Bepentant^  as  the  stone  telleth  ns,       655 
By  mediaoionn  of  Gambalns, 
The  kinges  sone,  of  whiohe  I  yow  tolde. 
Bnt  hennes-forth  I  wol  my  prooes  holda 
To  speke  of  aventnresand  of  batailles, 
That  never  yet  was  herd  so  grete  mer- 

vailles.  (651)  660 

~  First  wol  I  telle  yow  of  Oambinflkan, 
That  in  his  tyme  many  a  oitee  wan ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarayf, 
How  that  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wyf, 
For  whom  M  oAe  in  greet  peril  he  was, 
Ne  hadde  he  ben  holpen  l^  the  stede  of 

bras;  666 

I  And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Oambalo, 
'  That  fmc^t  in  listss  with  the  faretheren 

two  (660) 

For  Oanaoee,  er  that  h«  mi^^  hir  winne. 

And ther I leftel  wol ag^yn biginne.  670 

EzpUcit  aecunda  pars. 

.Indpit  pars  tercla. 

Appollo  whirleth  np  his  char  so  hye, 

IT.  ow. 
TU.  that  the.  god  Meroorins  hons  the 

Blye— r\2vxKU»Suv.<W.r^  H   ..  [T.  ow. 

Here  folwen  the  wordes  of  the  Frankelin 
to  the  Squier»  and  the  wordes  of  the 
•  Host  to  the  Frankelin.' 

*In  feith,  Scaler,  thoa  hast   thee  yeol 
y^nit, 


And  gentillj^I  preise  wel  thy  wit,' 
Qnod  the  Frankel^]^  *  considering  thy 

yoathe;  671 

So  feelingly  thoa  spekest,  sir,  I  allow 

thel 
As  to  my  doom,  there  is  nom  that  is 

here 
Of  eloquence  that  shal  be  thy  pere, 
If  that  thon  live;  god  yeve  thee  good 

chaonoe,  679 

And  in  vertn  sende  thee  oontinnaiinoe ! 
For  of  thy  speohe  I  have  greet  deyntee. 
I  have  a  sone,  and,  by  the  Trinitee,     (10) 
I  hadde  lever  than  twenty  povnd  worth- 

lond, 
Though  it  right  now  were  lUlen  in  myn 

bond, 
He  wereaman<tfswioh*dJsoreoiomi    6^ 
As  that  ye  been  1  fy  on  posseasioim 
But-if  a  man  be  vertuoos  with-aL 
I  have  my  sons  snibbed,  and  yet  shal, 
For  he  to  verta  Usteth  nat  entende ; 
But  for  to  pl^ye  at  dees,  and  to  despende^ 
And  Iflse  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  nsage.  691 
And  he  hath  lever  talken  with  a  page(ao) 
Than  to  comnne  with  any  gentil  wight 
Ther  he  mighte  leme  gentillesee  arig^' 
*Straw  for  your  gentiUosso/  qnod  onr 

host;  695 

*What,firankeleyn?  pardee,  sir,  wel  thou 

west 
That  eohe  of  yow  mot  tellen  atte  lasts 
A  tale  or  two,  or  braken  his  biheste.' 
*That  knows  I  wel,   sir,'  qnod  the 

firankeleyn; 

*  I  prey  yow,  havsth  ms  nat  in  desdsyn 
Though  to  this  num  I  ^peke  a  word  or 

two.'  701 

'  Telle  on  thy  tale  witbonten  wordes 

mo.'  (30) 

*  Oladly,  sir  host,'  qnod  he,  *  I  wol  ob^ye 
Un-to  your   wil;   now   herkneth  what 

Is^ya 
I  wol  yow  nat  oontrarien  in  no  wyse    705 
As  f er  as  that  my  wittes  wol  mifSyw^ ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  it  mtv  plssen  yow, 
Than  woot  I  wel  that  it  is  goo4  y-now.' 
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THE   FRANKLIN'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  PrAiiketoirns  Tale. 


Thus  olde  gentU  Britons  in  hir  dayea 
Of  diverse  aventnrea  maden  layes,        710 
Rymeyed  in  hir  firste  Briton  tonge ; 
Which  hiyes  with  hir  instruments  they 
song©,  (40) 

Or  eUes  redden  hem  ibr  hir  plesamiee ; 
And  oon  of  hem  hai>«  I  in  remembnranoe, 
Which  I  shal  fl^yn  with  good  wil  as  I 
can.  715 

Bnt,  sires,  hy-canse  I  am  a  horel  man, 
At  my  biginning  first  I  yow  biseehe 
HaTe  me  exenaed  of  my  mde  speohe ; 


'"^ 


u 


'u/^. 


M' 


I  lemed  never  rethoryk  certeyn ; 
Thing  that  I  speke,  it  moot  be  bare  and 

pleyn.  720 

I  sleep  never  on  the  monnt.of  Pemaso, 
Ke  lemed  Ifaroos  ToUins'Cithero.       (50) 
Oc^oox^^'n'^' knows  I  none,  with-oaten 

drede, 
Bnt  swioheeolonrs  as  growen  in  themede. 
Or  elles  swiohe  as  men  djre  or  peynte.  735 
Ooloors  of  rethoryk  ben  me  to  qneynte ; 
Ky  spirit  feleth  noght  of  swioh  matefe. 
Bat  if  yow  list,  my  tale  shnl  ye  here. 


'(    '  Ci..    .'     '. 


THE    FRANKELlSYNS   TALE. 


I 


Here  b^^inneth  the  Frankeleyna  Tale. 


Iv  AnAoiik,'  that  called  is  Brftayne, 
Ther  was  a  knight  that  loved  aoad  dide 

hispayne  730 

To  serve  a  lady  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
And  many  a  laboor,  many  a  greet  empryse 
He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were 

wonne. 
For  she  was  oonf-the  £Eiiieste  xmder  sonne, 
And  eek  therto  come  of  so  heigh  kinrede, 
That  wel  nnnethes  dorste  this  knight,  for 

drede,  736 

Telle  hir  his  wo,  his  p^yne,  and  his 

distresse. 
Bat  atte  lasts,  she,  fbr  his  worthtnewe,  (10) 
And  namely  fbr  his  meke  obeysaonoe, 
Hath  swich  a  pitee  caaght  of  his  pen- 

740 


That  prively  she  fil  of  his  accord 

To  take  him  for  hir  hoasbonde  and  hir 

lord, 
Of  swich  lordshipe  as  men  han  over  hir 

wyveej  ,      ,   r  .     ^ 

And  for  to  lede  the  more  in  blisse  hir 

lyves,  744 

Ofhisfreewilheswoorhirasaknight,    - 
That  never  in  al  his   lyf  he,  day  ne 

night, 
Ne  sholde  op-on  him  take  no  maistiye 
Agayn  hir  wil,  ne  kythe  hir  jalon^j^  (ao) 
Bat  hir  obeye,  and  fol^e  hir  wil  in  al 
As  any  lovere  to  his  lady  shal ;  750 

Save  that  the  name  of  soveraynetee. 
That  wolde  he  have  fbr  shame  of  his 

degrea 
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She  thanked  him,  and  with  tal  greet 
hnmblene 
She  sey de,  *  sire,  dth  of  yoar  gentillene 
Ye  profre  me  to  have  so  large  a  reyne,  755 
Ne  wolde  nev^  god^^i^wixe  ns  tw^yne, 
/'As  in  my  ^l{,  were  oather  werre  or  stiyf. 
sir,  I  wol  be  your  humble  trewe  wyf,  (30) 
Have  heer  my  tronthe,  til  that  myn  herte 

breste.'      >    ,.x.U<.- 
Thus  been  they  bothe  in  qniete  and  in 
-  -      reste.  760 

[yor  o  thing,  sires,  saafly  dar  I  s^ye. 
That  frendes  everioh  other  moot  obeye, 
If  they  wol  longe  holden  oompanye. 
Iij^ove  wol  nat  ben  oonctooyned  by  mais* 
tiye;     '[  '  '".   -U    '-•it  -A  u.. 
^V  Whan  maistria  oomth,  the  god  of  love 
anon  765 

'  Beteth  hise  winges,  and  £uewel!  he  is 
gon! 
Love  is  a  thing  as  any  spirit  firee ; 
Wommen  of  kinde  desiren  libertee,     (40) 
And  nat  to  ben  oonstreyned  as  a  thral ; 
And  so  don  men,  if  I  soth  seyen  shaL  770 
Loke  who  that  is  most  paoient  in  love, 
He  is  at  his  avantage  al  above. 
•  Paoience  is  an  heigh  vertn  cert^yn ; 
For  it  venqnisseth,  as  thise  olerkes  sejm, 
Thinges  that  rigimr  sholde  never  atteyne. 
For  eveiy  woird  men  may  nat  chjrde  or 
pl^yne.  776 

Lemeth  to  soffire,  or  eUes,  somoot  I  goon. 
Ye  shnl  it  leme,  wher«o  ye  wole  or  noon. 
For  in  this  world,  oertein,  ther  no  wight 

i^  (51) 

That  he  ne  dooth  or  seith  som-^^meamis. 
Ire,  siknesse,  or  oonstellaoioTm,  781 

Wyn,  wo,  or  ohaiwginge  of  oomplesdonn 
Caoseth  ftil  ofte  to  doon  amis  or  speken. 
On  every  wrong  a  man  mi^nat  be  wreken ; 
.  After  the  tyme,  moste  be  temperaonoe  795 
To  every  ^dght  that  can  on  govemaonc^ 
And   therfore   hath   this  wyse  worthy 

knight, 
To  live  in  ese,  soffiranoe  hir  bihight,    (60) 
And  she  to  him  Ail  wisly  gan  to  swere 
Thi^t  never  sholde  ther  be  definite  in  here. 
Heer  may  men  seen  an  hnmble  wys 

aooord;  791 

Thus  hath  she  take  hir  servant  and  hir 

lord, 


Servant  in  love,  and  lord  in  mariage ; 
Than  was   he   bothe   in   lordship   and 

servagej 
Servage  ?  nay,  but  in  lordshipe  above,  795 
Sith  he  haCh  bothe  his  lady  and  his  love ; 
His  lady,  oertes,  and  his  wyf  also, 
The  which  that  lawe  of  love  aoordeth  to. 
And  whan  he  was  in  this  prosperitee,  (71) 
Hoom  with   his  wyf  he   gooth   to   hia 

oontreo,  800 

Kat  fer  fro  Penmark,  ther  his  dwelling 

was,   r^A-K  CuA««v-tN- ,  -i-*^  /i  r.K 
JBSrher-as  he  liveth  in  bUsse  and  in  solas. 
Who  ooade  telle,  bat  he  had  wedded  be, 
The  joye,  the  ese,  and  the  prosperitee 
That  is  bitwise  an  hoQsbonde  and  his  wyf? 
A  yeer  and  more  lasted  this  blisftil  lyf,  806 
TU  that  the  knight  of  which  I  qieke  of 

thu8fc,>^4,^> 
Thatof EayiTodwasolsped Arvenigns,(8o)^     .^  . 
Shoop  him  to  goon,  and  dwelle  a  yeer  or  ^ . '  '. 

tweyne 
In  Engelond,  that  doped  was  eek  Briteyne, 
To  sake  in  aimes  worship  and  honoor;  811 
For  al  his  Inst  he  sette  in  swioh  laboor ; 
And  dwelled  ther  two  yeer,  the  book  loiUi    '* 
—   thnsL 

Now  wol  I  stinte  of  this  Arveragos, 
And  speken  I  wole  of  IQongc^  his  wyf,  815 
That  loveth  hir  honsbonda  as  hir  herte* 

W 
For  his  absence  wepeth  she  and  qrketh, 
As  doon  thise  noble  wyves  whan  hem 

lyketh.  (90) 

She  moometh,  waketh,  waylath,  fiwteth, 

pl^yneth;  819 

De«yr  of  his  presence  hir  so  distteyneth. 
That  al  this  wyde  world  she  sette  at  noght. 
Hir  frendes,  whiche  that  knewe  hir  hevy 

thoght, 
Conforten  hir  in  al  that  ever  they  may ; 
Th^  pieohen  hir,  they  telle  hir  ni^^ 

and  day. 
That  oanselees  she  deeth  hir-self,  aUas!8a5 
And  every  confort  possible  in  this  oas 
They  doon  to  hir  with  al  hir  bisineiwe, 
Al  for  to  make  hir  leve  hir  hevinease.  (100) 

By  prooes,  as  ye  knowen  everichotm, 
Men  may  so  longe  graven  in  a  stoon,  te>^^\\ 
Til  som_  figure  ther-inne  emprented  beJ       ^ 
So  longe  ban  they  oonforted  hir,  til  she 
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Beoe3rv«d  haih,  bj  liope  And  bj  raKnm, 
Th^emprentini;  of  hir  oonsoladoim,      834 
Thnrgh  whioli  hir  grete  lorwe  gan  aswage ; 
She  may  nat  alwey  dnrsn  in  swioh  rage. 

And  eek  Aryeragna,  in  al  this  oare, 
Hath  lent  hir  lettrM  hoom  of  hii  walikre, 
And  that  he  wol  ooma  hastily  agayn ; (in) 
Or  elles  hadde  this  sorwa  hir  herte  slayn. 

Hir  f^reendes  sawe  hir  sorwe  gan  to 

slake,  841 

And  preyede  hir  on  knees,  for  goddes 

sake, 
To  come  and  romen  hir  in  oompanye, 
Awey  to  dryve  hir  derke  fantasye. 
And  finally,  she  grannted  that  reqneste ; 
For  wel  she  saogh  that  it  was  for  the 
. bests.  (118)  846 

Kow  stood  hir  oastel  fosie  hs  the  see, 
And  often  with  hir  freendes  walketh  she 
Hir  to  disports  np-on  the  bank  an  heigh, 
Wher-as  she  many  a  ship  and  baige  seigh 
Seilinge  hir  ocmxs^  wh4r-as  hem  lists  go ; 
But  than  was  that  a  paroel  of  hir  wo. 
For  to  hizwMlf  All  ofte*  alias!'  seithshe, 
*  Is  ther  no  riiip,  of  so  manye  as  I  see, 
Wolbringen  bom  my  lord?  than  were 
mynherte  855 

Al  warisdied  of  his  bittre  peynes  smerte.' 
.  Another  tyme  ther  wnlde  she  sitte  and 


And  caste  hir  eyen  donnward  fh>  the 

brinke.  (130) 

But  whan  she  saogh  the_£[fady  rokkes 

blake, 
For  verray  fere  so  wolde  hir  herte  quake. 
That  on  hir  flset  she  mi^^te  hir  noght 

sustene.  -    J'^'.aA'.v  861 

Than  wolde  she  sitte  adonn  upon  the 

grene, 
And  pitously  in-to  the  see  biholde. 
And  sesm  right  thns,  with  sorweftd  lykes 

oolde: 

A  Lk  *Bteme  god,  that  thnrgh  thy  pnnrsy- 

^^        aonce  8^ 

^ '  Ledest  the  world  by  oertein  govemanaoe. 

In  ydel,  as  men  sejm,  ye  no-thing  make ; 

Bnt,  lord,  thise   grisly  feendly  rokkes 

blake,  (140) 

That  semen  rather  a  fool  oonfosioim 
Of  work  than  any  fair  creacionn  870 

Of  swich  A  parfit  wys  ffod  and  a  stable^ 


Why  han  ye  wroght  this  werk  nnreson- 

able? 
For  by  this  work,  sonth,  north,  ne  west, 

neeest, 
Ther  nis  y-fostred  man,  ne  brid,  ne  beest; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  bat  anoyeth. 
See    ye    nat,   lord,   how  mankinde   it 

destroyeth  ?  876 

An  hundred  thousand  bodies  of  mankinde 
Han  rokkes  slayn,  al  be  they  nat  in  minde, 
Which  mankinde  is  so  fair  part  of  thy 

werk  (151)' 

That  thou  it  madest  lyk  to  thyn  owene 

merk.  880 

Than  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet  ehisrtee 
Toward  mankinde;  but  how  than  m^y 

it  be 
That  ye  swiohe  menss  make  it  to  de* 

stroyen, 
Whiohe  msnsa  do  no  good,  but  ever 

aaoyen? 
I  woot  wel  oleriM*  wol  mysi^  as  hem 

leste,  885 

By  arguments,  that  al  Is  for  the  bests, 
Iliough  I  ne  oan  the  causes  nat  y-knowe. 
But  thiike  god,  that  made  wind  to  Uowe, 
As  kepe  my  lord  t  this 'my  conolusionn ; 
To  olerkes  lete  I  al  disputisonn.   (i6a)  890 
But  wolde  god  that  alle  tUse  rokkes  blake 
Were  sonken  in-to  heUe  for  his  sake  I 
Thise  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  the  fere.' 
Thus  wolde  she  sesni,  with  many  a  pitoos 
_     tore. 

Hir  fireendes  saws  that  it  was  no  disport 
Toromenby  thesee,  butdisoonfort;  896 
And  shopsm  for  to  pleyen  somwher  elles. 
They  leden  hir  by  riveres  and  by  welles, 
And  eek  in  othere  places  delitables ;  (171) 
They  daunoen,  and  they  pleyen  at  ohes 

and  tables.  900 

So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morw»4yde, 
Un-to  a  gardia  that  was  ther  biiyde. 
In  which  that  th^y  had  maad  hir  ordin- 

aunoe 
Of  ▼itaOls  and  of  other  purveyaunce, 
They  goon  and  pls3^  hem  al  the  longe 

day.  9Q5 

And  this  was  on  the  sixte  morwe  of  May, 
WhichQCay  had  peynted  with  his  softs 

shoures 
This  gardin  All  of  leves  and  of  floures ;  (f  80) 
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"And  orafb  of  maimee  lia&d  so  onriooBly 
'  Arrayed  hadde  this  gardixif  tarawely,    910 
!  That  nerer  was  tliar  gardin  of  swioh  pryB, 
Bat-if  it  were  the  verray  paradys. 
Th'  odour  of  fldoreB  and  thefiresshe  lighte 
Wolde  han  maad  any  herte  for  to  lights 
That  ever  was  bom,  bnt-if  to  gret  sik- 
neese,  915 

Or  to  gret  aorwe  helde  it  in  distresBe ; 
^So  fal  it  was  of  beaatee  with  plesannoe. 
At«fber  diner  gonne  they  to  dannoe,  (190) 
And  singe  also,  save  Dorigen  allone, 
Which  made  alwey  hir  oompleint  and  hir 
mone ;  9ao 

For  she  ne  sangh  him  on  the  daonee  go, 
That  was  hir  honsbonde  and  hir  love  also. 
But  nathelees  she  moste  a  tyme  abyde, 
._And  with  good  hope  lete  hir  sorwe  slyde. 
Up-on  this  dannce,  amongesothere  men, 
Daanoed  a  sgnyer  biforeli  Dorigen,     996 
That  firessher  was  and  jolyer  of  array, 
As  to  my  doom^  thaa  Is  the  montiie  of 
Kay.  (aoo) 

He  singeth,  dannoeth,  paisinge  any  man 
That  is,  or  was,  rtth  ihab  the  world  b%an. 
Thei^witli  ha  was,  if  men  sholde  him 
disczyve,  931 

K  Oon  of  the  besto  fiuringa  man  on-ljrve ; 
Yong,  stoong,  right  vorttioas,  and  riohe 
andwy% 
.  And  wel  bUoved,  and  hdden  in  gretpxys. 
And  shortly,  if  the  sothe  I  tellen  shal,  935 
Unwiting  of  this  Dorigen  at  al. 
This  Insty  sqnyer,  servaoit  to  YMins, 
Wliioh  that  y-deped  was  Aozelins,    (210) 
Had  loved  hir  best  of  any  oreatnre 
Two  yeer  and  mrae,  as  was  his  aventore, 
Bat  never  dorate  he  telle  hir  his  gre- 
vannoe;  941 

With-onten  coppe  lie  drank  al  his  pen- 

He  was  despeyred,  no-thingf  doonste  he  seye, 
Savein  hissonges  somwhatwolde  he  wreye 
His  wo,  as  in  a  general  oompleyning ;  945 
He  soyde  ho  lovede,  and  wm  Uloved  no- 
thing. (3t8) 
Of  swioh  matere  made  he  manye  layes, 
Songefl,  compleintfls^  io«ndels,'vixelaye8. 
How  that  he  dotste  nat  his  sotwtt  telle. 
But  langoissheth,  as  a  ftiriedoothln helle ; 
And  dye  he  moste,  he  seyde,  as  dide  Bkko 


For  Naroisos,  that  donfee  nat  telle  hir  wob 
In  other  manere  than  ye  here  me  seye, 
Ne  dorste  he  nat  to  hir  his  wo  Mwraye ; 
Save    that,   pan^entoze,   som-tyme  at 

dannoes,  955 

Ther  yonge  fiidk  kepen  hir  observannoes, 
It  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hir  fiuse 
^  In  swich  a  wyse,  as  man  that  asketh  graoe ; 
Bat  no-thing  wiste  she  of  his  entente,  (aji ) 
Nathelees,  it  happed,  er  they  thennes 

wente,  960 

By-caose  tiiat  he  was  hir  neigheboar. 
And  was  a  man  of  worship  and  honour, 
}  And  hadde  y-knowen  him  of  tyme  yore, 
They  fllle  in  speohe ;  and  Iforth  more  and 

more 
Un-to  his  porpos  droogh  Aorelins,       965 
And  whan  he  sangh  his  ^yme,  he  s^yde 

.  thas; 

*lladame,'  qaod  he,  *hy  god  that  this 

world  made, 
So  that  I  wiste  it  ml^te  yoor  herte 

g^e,  (140) 

I  wolde,  that  day  that  yioar  ArvwBgns 
Wente  over  the  see,  that  I,  Aurellas,  970 
Had  went  ther  never  I  ihoAde  haveoome 

agayn; 
For  wel  I  woot  xny  servfoe  is  in  vayn. 
My  gnerdon  is  bdt  bresUnif  of  nqm  heorte ; 
Madame,  rewethopon  my  peynessmerte ; 
For  with  a  wocd  ye  may  me  i^leen  or  save, 
Heer  at  yoor  feet  god  wolde  that  I  were 

gravel  976 

I  ne  have  as  now  no  leyser  more  to 

seye; 
Have  mercy,  swete,  or  ye  wol  do  me  deye  !* 
--<-43he  gan  to  loke  np^n  Aordios :     (251) 
*lithis  yoor  wil,'  qnod  she,  *and  sey  ye 

thos?  980 

Never  eist,'  qnod  she,  *ne  wiste  I  what 

yemente. 
Bat  now,  Aarelie,  I  knowe  your  entente. 
By  thilke  god  that  yaf  me  soole  and  13^ 
Ne  shal  I  never  been  nntrewe  wyf      984 
In  word  ne  work,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit : 
I  wol  ben  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit ; 
Tak  this  finr  tytiaX  ^mswer  as  of  me.* 
Bat  after  that  in^ley  thos  seyde  die :  (260) 
*Aiaelie,'  qnod  she,  *hy  helghe  god 

above,  9S9 

Yet  wdde  I  gnnmte  yow  tobeen  your  love, 
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8in  I  yow  lee  lo  pHoosly  oompl*yne ; 
Loke  what  d*y  that,  endelong  Bxitayne, 
Yeremoeve  alle  the  rokkes,  itoon  l^ftoon. 
That  they  ne  lette  ahip  ne  boot  to  goon — 
I  seye,  whaa  ye  han  maad  the  ooost  so 

dene  9^ 

Of  rokkee,  that  ther  nis  no  stoon  y-flene, 
t  Than  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man  ; 
Have  heer  my  tronthe  in  al  tiiat  ever  I 

can.*  (970) 

*•  Is  ther  non  other  grace  inyow? '  quod  he. 
*  No,  by  that  lord,*  qnod  she,  *  that  maked 

me!  1000 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bityde. 
Lat  swiche  folies  oat  of  your  herte  slyde. 
What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  han  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  mannes  wyf. 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  him 

lyketh?*  1005 

AorelinB  fbl  ofte  sore  syketh ; 
Wo  was  Aorelie,  whan  that  he  this  herde. 
And  with  a  sorwefhl  herte  he  thus  an- 

swerde:  (280) 

( Madame,*  qnod  he,  *  this  were  an  in- 
possible!  ."  <<.  •  1009 
Than  moot  I  dye  of  sodein  deth  horrible.* 
And  with  that  word  he  turned  him  aaoon. 
Tho  come  hir  othere  fkreendes  many  oon. 
And  in  the  aleyes  romeden  np  and  donn, 
And  no-thing  wiste  of  this  conolnsioan. 
Bat  sodeinly  bigonne  revel  newe  1015 
Til  that  the  brighte  sonne  loste  his  hewe ; 
For  th*orisonte  hath  refb  the  sonne  his 

light;  (189) 

'  This  is  as  maohe  to  s^e  as  it  was  night. 
And  hoom  they  goon  in  j<^  and  in  solas. 
Save  only  wreoche  Aarelios,  alias !  loao 
He  to  his  hoas  is  goon  with  sorweftU  herte ; 
He  seeth  he  may  nat  fro  his  deeth  asterte. 
Him  semed  that  he  felte  his  herte  oolde ; 
Up  to  the  hevene  his  handes  he  gan  holde. 
And  on  hisknowesbare  hesettehim  doon, 
And  in  his  raving  seyde  his  orisoon.  1036 
For  verray  wo  oat  of  his  wit  he  brdycle. 
He  niste what  he spak,  bat  thns  he  scyde; 
With  pitoos  herte  his  pleynt  hath  he 

bigonne  (3or) 

Un-to  the  goddes,  and  first  on-to  the 

'\  .j'        Sonne :  1030 

\  UixA  He  seyde,  *  Appollo,  god  and  govemoor 

Of  every  plannte,  herbe,  tree  and  floor, 


That  yevest,  after  thy  deolinacionn, 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesonn, 
As  thyn  herberwo  chaongeth  lowe  or  hye, 
Lord  Fhebos,  cast  thy  meroiable  y8    1036 
On  wrecohe  Aorelie,  which  that  am  but 

lorn.  (309) 

Lo,  lord !  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y-«wom 
With-oate  gilt,*  bxit^^ttiy  benignitee      1039 
Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  som  pitee ! 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  Phebns,  if  yow  lest, 
Ye  may  me  helpen,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Now  voaoheth  saof  that  I  may  yow  devyse 
How  that  I  may  been  holpe  and  in  what 

wyse.  1044 

Yoor  blisfU  soster,  Lacina  the  shene,    . 
That  of  the  seeisohief  goddesseandqoene, 
Though  Neptonos  have  deitee  in  the  see, 
Yet  emperesse  aboven  him  is  she :      (320) 
Ye  knowen  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir 

deiQrr  1049 

Is  to  be  qoiked  and  lightnod  of  yoor  fyr, 
For  which  she  folweth  yow  fU  bisily, 
Right  so  the  see  det^srreth  natarelly 
To  folwen  hir,  as  she  that  is  goddesse 
Bothe  in  the  see  and  riveres  more  and 

lesse. 
Wherfore,  lord  Phebns,  this  is  my  re- 

qoeste—  1055 

I>o  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  breste — 
That  now,  next  at  this  opposicioon,   (339) 
Which  in  the  signs  shal  be  of  the  Leoon, 
As  prsyeth  hir  so  greet  a  flood  to  bringe, 
That  f^ve  fadme  at  the  leeste  it  overspringo 
The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armorik  Briteyne ; 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  tweyne ; 
Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  s^ye : 
**Holdeth  3roor  heste,  the  rokkes  been 

awcye.**  1064 

Lord  Phebos,  dooth  this  miracle  for  me ; 
Preye  hir  she  go  no  ttater  cours  than  ye; 
I  seye,  preyeth  yowe  suster  that  she  go 
No  fiEurter  cours  than  ye  thise  yeres  two. 
Than  shal  she  been  evene  atte  faille  alway, 
And  spring-flood  laste  bothe  night  and 

diy,  (34a)  1070 

And,  but  she  vooche-sauf  in  swiche  manere 
To  graonte  me  my  sovereyn  lady  dere. 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  every  rok  adoon 
In-to  hir  owene  derke  regioon 
Under  the  groond,  ther  Pluto  dwelleth 

1075 
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Or  never-mo  shal  I  my  lady  winne. 
Thy  temple  in  Delphoe  wol  I  barefoot  seke ; 
Lord  PheboB,  fee  the  teres  on  my  oheke, 
And  of  my  peyne  have  som  oompaasioan.' 
And  with  that  word  in  iwowne  he  fil 

adoun,  (352)  1080 

And  longe  tymehe  lay  forth  in  a  trannoe. 

His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his 

penaanoe, 
Up  caughte  him  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

himbroght. 
Bispeyred  in  this  torment  and  this  thoght 
Lete  I  this  woftd  oreatnre  lye ;  1085 

Chese  he,  for  me,  whether  he  wol  live  or 

dye. 
Arveragns,  with  hele  and  greet  honour, 
As  he  that  was  of  ohivaliye  the  floor,  (360) 
Is  comen  hoom,  and  othere  worthy  men. 
O  blisfiil  artow  now,  thoa  Dorigen,  1090 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  tbyne 

armes, 
The  fresshe  knight,  the  worthy  man  of 

armes, 
That  loTeth  thee,  as  his  owene  hertes  ly£ 
Northing  list  him  to  been  imaginatyf-  ^.^ 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whyl  he  was 

onte,  ,         K)95 

To  hire  of  love ;  he  hadde  of  it  no  donl^ . 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swich  matere, 
But  dannoeth,  jnsteth,  maketh  hir  good 

ohere;  (370) 

And  thus  in  Joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle. 
And  of  the  qrke  Anrelins  wol  I  teUe.  xioo 

In  langonr  and  in  torment  furious 
Two  yeer  and  more  lay  wrecohe  Anrelitis, 
Er  any  foot  he  mighte  on  erthe  goon ; 
Ke  oonfort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  noon, 
Saveof  Ills  brother,  which  that  wasaolerk ; 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk. 
For  to  non  other  oreatore  oerteyn      1107 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn. 
Under  his  brest  he  bar  it  more  seoree  (381) 
Than  ever  dide  Pamphilns  for  Oalathea 
V  His  brest  was  hool,  with-onte  for  to  sene. 
But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  wel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  snmimre 
In  surgerye  is  periloos  the  core, 
But  men  mi^te  tonohe  the  arwe,  or  come 

therby.  H15 

His  brother  weep  and  wayled  prively. 


Til  atte  laste  him  fil  in  remembrannoe, 
That  whyl  he  was  at  Orliens  in  Eraonco, 
As  yonge  derkes,  that  been  likerons  (391) 
To  reden  artes  that  been  onrious,        1120 
Seken  in  eyeiy  halke  and  every  heme 
Farticnler  sciences  for  to  leme. 
He  him  remembred  that,  upon  a  day, 
At  Orliens  in  stadie  a  book  he  say 
Of  magiknatorel,  which  his  felawe,  1125 
That  was  that  tyme  a  bacheler  of  lawe, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  leme  another  craft, 
Had  prively  upon  his  desk  y-lafb ;      (400) 
Which  book  spak  mnohel  of  the  opera- 

oioans, 
Tonchinge  the  eights  and  twenty  man- 

sioans  - ''♦^.^  *^'««^*  Wi  t,v  1130 

That  longen  to  the  mone,  and  swich  folye, ' 
As  in  our  dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye; 
For  holy  chirr.hes  feith  in  our  bileve 
Ke  Boffireth  noon  Ulnsion  ns  to  greva 
And  whan  this  book  was  in  his  remem- 

braonoe,  1135 

Anon  for  joye  his  herte  gan  to  dannoe, 
And  to  him-self  he  ssyde  prively : 
*  Hy  brother  shal  be  warisBhed  hastily ; 
Forlamsikerthatther  be  sciences,  (4.1 1) 
By  whiche  men  make  diverse  apparences 
Swiche  as  thise  sabtile  tregetoores  ple3^^ 
For  ofbe  at  festes  have  I  wel  herd  seye,' 
That  tregetonrs,  with-inne  an  halle  large, 
Have  maad  come  in  a  water  and  a  barge, 
And  in  the  halle  rowennp  and  donn.  1145 
Somtyme  hath  semed  come  a  grim  leonn ; 
I  And  somtyme  flooresspringe  as  in  a  medo ;  1 
Somtyme  a  vyne,  and  grapes  whyte  and 

rede;  (4J0) 

Somtyme  a  oastel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon ; 
And  whan  hem  lyked,  voyded  it  anoon. 
Thxta  semed  it  to  every  mannes  sifl^te. 
'^  Now  than  oonolnde  I  thus,  that  if  I 

mighte  1x32 

At  Ozliens  som  old  lUawe  y-finde, 
Hunt  hadde  this  mones  mansions  in  minde, 
Or  other  magik  natural  above,  1155 

He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  han  his 

love. 
For  with    an    apparence   a  cleric  may 

make 
To  mannes  sighte,  that  alle  the  lokkm 

blake  (430) 

Of  Britaigne  weren  y-voyded  srerichon. 
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And  shippei  by  the  faxinke  comon  and 

gon,  1160 

And  in  gwich  forme  endure  a  day  or  two ; 

Than  were  my  brother  wariiihed  of  his 

wo. 
Than  moete  she  nedee  holden  hir  biheste, 
Or  elles  he  shal  shame  hir  atte  leste.* 
What  sholde  I  make  a  longer  tale  of 
this?  1165 

Un-to  his  brotheres  bed  he  oomen  is, 
And  swioh  oonfort  he  yaf  him  for  to  gon 
To  Orliens,  that  he  np  stirte  anon,    (440) 
And  on  his  wey  forthward  tiianne  is  he 

^  hope  for  to  ben  llBsed  of  his  oaze.  1170 
Whan  they  were  oome  almost  to  thai 

eitee, 
Bnt-if  it  were  a  two  ftirlong  or  three, 
4_J^ng  oledi  rominge  by  him-self  they 

mette, 
Which  that  in  Latin  thriftily  hem  grette, 
And  after  that  he  s^yde  a  wonder  thing : 
'I  knowe,'  qaod  he,  *the  oanse  of  yonr 

coming';  1176 

And  er  they  ferther  any  fote  wente,  (449) 

He  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  entente. 

This  Briton  derk  him  asked  of  felawes 

The  whiche  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes;    '-  1180 

And  he  answerde  him  thatthgy  dede  were, 
For  which  he  weep  tal  ofte  many  a  tere. 
Doun  of  his  hors  Aorelins  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicien  is  he  gon 
Hoom  ^  his  hons,  and  made  hem  wel  at 

ese.  1185 

Hemlakked  no  vitaille  that  mighte  hem 

plese; 

So  wel  arrayed  hons  as  ther  was  oon 

^  Anrelins  in  his  lyfsao^  never  noon.  (460) 

He  shewed  him,  er  he  wente  to  sopeer, 

Foreetes,  paikes  ftil  of  wilde  deer;      1190 

Ther  sangh  he  hertes  with  hir  homes 

hye. 
The  gretteste  that  ever  were  seyn  with  yS. 
He  sangh  of  hem  an  hondred  slayn  with 

houndes. 
And  somme  wi^  arwes  blede  of  bittee 

woundea. 
He  saogh,  whan  voided  were  thise  wilde 

deer,  1195 

Thise  fimconers  npon  a  £ur  river, 


That  with  hir  hankes  han  the  heron 

slayn. 
Tho  saogh  he  knightes  justing  in  a  playn ; 
And  after  this,  he  dide  him  swioh  pl&- 

■annoe,  .    (471) 

That  he  him  shewed  his  lady  on  a  daonce 
On  which  him^self  he  dannoed,  as  him 

thonghte.  laoi 

And  whan  this  maister,  that  this  magik 

wronghte, 
Saogh  it  was  tyme,  he  oli^pte  his  handes 

two. 
And  iisrewel  t  al  onr  revel  was  ago. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  out  of  the 

hons,  1305 

Whyl  they  saogh  al  thissis^temerveilkms, 
But  in  his  stodie,  ther-as  his  bookes  be, 
They  seten  stills,  and  no  wight  but  they 

three.  (480) 

To  him  this  maister  called  his  sqoyer, 
And  s^e  him  thos :  *  is  redy  oor  soper? 
Almost  an  hoore  it  is,  I  undertake,    »ii 
Sith  I  yow  bad  oor  soper  for  to  make, 
Whan  Uiat  thise  worthy  men  wenten 

with  me 
In-to  my  stodie,  thex^«s  my  bookes  be.' 
*  Sire,'  qaod  this  squyer,  *  whan  it  lyketh 

yow,  1215 

It  is  al  redy,  thoogh  ye  wol  right  now.' 
*  Qo  we  than  soope,'  quod  he,  *as  for  the 

beste; 
This  amoroos  folk  som-tyme  mote  han 

rests.'  (490) 

At-after  soper  fille  they  in  tretee. 
What  somme  sholde  this  maistres  goer- 
don  be,  laao 
To  remoeven  aUe  the  rokkes  of  Britayne, 
And  eek  from  Cterounde  to  the  month  of 

Sayne.  ,      ^    '• 
He  made  it  straonge,  and  swoor,  so  god 

him  save, 
Lasse  than  a  thousand  pound  he  wolde 

nathave. 
No  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon.  1225 

Aorelius,  with  blisftil  herte  anoon, 
Answerde  thos,  *  fy  on  a  thousand  pound ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  seye  is 

roond,  (500) 

I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  of  it.     1229 
This  baxgayn  is  fill  drive,  for  we  ben  knit. 
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Ye  8hal  be  payed  trewely,  l)y  my  trouthe  I 
But  loketh  now,  for   no  neoligenoe  or 

slouthe, 
Ye  tarie  na  heer  no  longer  than  to-morwe.' 
*  Nay,'  quod  this  clerk,  *  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwe.' " 
To  bedde  iB  goon  Aorelins  whan  him 

leste,  1235 

And  wel  ny  al  that  night  he  hadde  his 

reste;  (508) 

What  for  his  labour  and  his  hope  of  Ui^sflL 
His  woftd  herte  of  penatince  hadde  a  ijss^ 
Upon  the  morwe,  whan  that  it  was  di^, 
To  Britaigne  toke  they  the  righteway,  1240 
Aorelins,  and  this  magicien  bisyde, 
And  been  descended   ther   th^  wolde 

abyde ; 
And  this  was,  as  the  bokes  me  remembre, 
The  colde  frosty  seson  of  Decembre. 

Phebns  wez  old,  and  hewed  lyk  latonn, 

'  That  in  his  hote  dedinaoioon  1246 

Shoon  as  the  burned  gold  with  stremes 

brighte ;  (519) 

Bat  now  in  Capricorn  adoon  he  lighte, 
Wher-as  he  shoon  tal  pale,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  bittre  frostes,  with  the  sleet  and  reyn, 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  in  evezy  yerd. 
Janiui  sit  by  the  fyr,  with  double  berd. 
And  drinketh  of  his  bngle-hom  the  wyn. 
Bifom  him  stant  braon  of  the  tasked 

Bwyn,  xa54 

I  And  *  Kowel*  oxyeth  every  lusty  man* 
Aurelius,  in  al  that  ever  he  can, 
Doth  to  his  maaster  chore  and  reverence. 
And  preyeth  him  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  his  peynes  smerte. 
Or  with  a  swerd  that  he  wolde  slitte  his 

herte.  (53a)  ia6o 

This  subtil  .(dtrk  swich  routhe  had  of 

this  man, 
That  night  and  day  he  spedde  him  that 

he  can, 
To  wayte  a  tyme  of  his  condusioun ; 
This  is  to  seye,  to  make  illusioun. 
By  swich  an  apparenoe  or  jogelrjre,     126$ 
I  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrdogye. 
That  she  and  every  wight  shdde  wene 

and  seye,  (539) 

That  of  Britaigne  the  rokkes  were  aweye. 
Or  elles  they  were  sonken  under  gronnde. 
So  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tyme  y-foonde 


To  maken  his  japes  and  his  wreoched* 

nesse  1371 

Of  swich  a  sapersticioui  oursednesse.,,.,  ^   ^^ 
His  tables  Toletanss  forth  he  broght,<^>.  • . ,  > 
Ful  wel  corrected,  ne  ther  lakked  noght. 
Neither  his  collect  ne  his  expans  yeres, 
Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  othere  geres,  ^  ^   '  1276 
As  been  his  centres  and  his  arguments. 
And  his  proporoionels  convenients     (550) 
For  his  equacions  in  every  thing. 
And,  by  his  eighte  spere  in  his  wirking. 
He  knew  ftil  wel  how  fer  Alnath  was 

shove    35'  f^xtui^  .''.  **>,uvv  rv.u  .      '^i 
Fro  the  heed  of  thilke  fixe  Aries  above 
That  in  the  ninthe  speere  considered  is ; 
Fol  subtilly  he  calculed  al  this. 
Whan  he  had  fonnde  his  firsts  man- 

sionn,   V  ..*u   r-.  >.."->^  1385 

He  knew  the  remenant  by  proporoioun ; 
And  knew  the    arysing   of  his   mone 

weel, 
And  in  whos  &oe,  and  terme,  and  evexy- 

deel;  (560) 

And  knew  ftd  weel  the  mones  mansioun 
Aoordaunt  to  his  operacioon,  129a 

And  knew  also  his  othere  observaunces 
For  swiohe  rUuBioans  and  swiche  mes- 

chaunces 
As  hethen  folk  used  in  thilke  dayes ; 
For  which  no  longer  maked  he  delayes, 
But  thuxgh  his  magik,  for  a  wyke  or 

tweye,  1395 

Itsemed  that  alio  the  rokkes  were  aweye. 

Aure^^IS,  which  that  yet  despeired  is 
Wher  he  shal  ban  his  love  or  fiune  amis, 
Awaiteth  ni^t  and  day  on  this  miracle ; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  (57a)  1300 

That  voided  were  thise  rokkes  everichon, 
Doon  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon. 
And  seyde,  *  I  woM  wrecohe,  Aurelius, 
Thanke  yow,  lord,  and  lady  myn  Venus, 
That  me  ban  holpen  fro  my  cares  colde  :' 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  he 

holde,  1306 

Wher-as  he  knew  he  sholde  his  lady  see. 
And  whan  ho  sangh  his  tsnooe,  anon*right 

he,  (580) 

With  dredfU  herte  and  with  fol  humble 

chore, 
Salewed  hath  his  sovexeyn  lady  dere:  13x0 
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*  Ky  ri^te  lady,'  qnod  this  woftil  man, 
^Wliom  I  most  Artdde  and  lore  as  I  best 

can. 
And  lothest  were  of  al  this  world  displese, 
Nere  it  that  I  for  yow  have  swioh  disese, 
That  I  moste  dyen  heer  at  your  foot 

anon,  1315 

Koght  wolda  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  faigon ; 

Bnt  certes  onther  moste  I  dye  or  pleyne ; 

'  Ye  slee  me  giltelees  for  Terray  peyne.(59o) 

Bat  of  my  deeth,  thogh  that  ye  have  no 

ronthe, 
Avyseth   yow,  er   that   ye   hveke   your 

trouthe.  1320 

Bepenteth  yow,  for  thilke  god  above, 
£r  ye  me  sleen  by-canse  that  I  yow  love. 
For,  madamft,  w^  ye  woot  what  ye  haa 

hight; 
Nat  that  I  ohalange  any  thing  of  right 
Of  yow  my  sovereyn  lady,  bat  your  grace; 
Bnt  in  a  gardin  yond,  at  swioh  a  plaee. 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten  me ; 
And  in  myn  hand  yoxa  tronthe  pUghtan 

ye  (600) 

To  love  me  best,  god  woot,  ye  seyde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  nnworthy  be  therta        1330 
Madame,  I  speke  it  for  the  honour  of  yow, 
More  than  to  save  myn  hertes  lyf  right 

now; 
I  have  do  BO  as  ye  oomaaded  me ; 
And  if  ye  voncho  oanf,  ye  may  go  see. 
Doth  as  yow  list,  have  yonr  biheste  in 

minde,  1335 

For  qoik  or  deed,  right  ther  ye  shol  me 

flnde; 
In  yow  lyth  al,  ta  do  me  live  or  deye ; — 
_Bat  wel  I  woot  the  rokkes  been  aweye ! ' 
~He  taketh  his  leva,  and  she  astonied 

stood,  (6ix) 

'  In  al  hir  ieuoe  nas  a  drope  of  blood ;    1340 

She  wende  never  han  come  in  swioh  a 

trappe: 
*  Alias ! '  qnod  she,  *  that  ever  this  sholde 

happel 
For  wende  I  never,  by  posnbilitee. 
That  swich  a  monstre  or  merveilla  mighte 

be! 
It  is  agayns  the  proces of  natnre :'      1345 
And  hoom  she  gooth  a  sorweiVil  oreatore. 
For  verray  fere  onnethe  may  she  go, 
'  Shewepeth,wailleth,aladso^ortwo,(6ao) 


And  swowneth,  that  it  ronthe  was  to  see; 
Bnt  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  she ;  1350 
For  oat  of  tonne  was  goon  Aiveragns. 
Bat  to  hir^self  she  spak,  and  seyde  thos. 
With  face  pale  and  with  ftil  sorwefnl 

ohere. 
In  hir  oompleynt,  as  ye  shol  after  here  : 
*  Alias,*  qaod  she,  *on  thee,  Fortonoj^t^ 

I  pleyne,  1355 

That  onwar  wrapped  hast  me   in  thy  ''^^ 


For  which,  Veseape,  woot  I  no  soooor 
Save  only  deeth  or  elles  dishonoor ;    (630) 
Don  of  thise  two  bihoveth  me  to  ohese. 
Bat  nathelees,  yet  have  I  lever  lese    1360 
My  lyf  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame, 
Or  knowe  my-selven  fals,  or  lese  my  name, 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  b^  qait,  y^wis; 
Hath  ther  nat  many  a  noble  wyf,  er 

this,  1364 

And  many  a  mayde  y<«layn  hir-aelf,  alias! 

Baiher  than  with  hir  body  doon  trespas? 

Yis,  oertes,  lo,  thise  stories  beren  wit- 

noBBo;   v«^.T\v^,    .»tU'«  ■»'  -vH»ftt4.     aa^i 
Whan  thretty  ^yranntSr  toX  of  onrsed- 

nesse,  (640) 

Had  slayn  Fhidoon  in  AthcneSy  aite  feste, 
They  oomaaded  his  doghtres  for  f  areste. 
And  bringea  hem  bifom  hem  in  despyt 
Al  naked,  to  folfille  hir  foal  delyt,      1372 
And  in  hir  £sdres  blood  they  made  hem 

daance 
Upon  the  pavement,  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaoacet 
For  which  thise  woftil  maydeas,  ftil  of 

drede,  1375 

Bather  thaa  they  wdde  lese  hir  mayden* 

hede. 
They  prively  ben  stirt  in-to  a  welle. 
And  dreynte  hem-selven,  as  the  bokes 

telle.  {6so) 

They  of  Mosieno  lete  enqoere  and  seke 
Of  Laoedomifi  fifty  maydens  eke,         1380 
On  whiohe  they  woldea  dooa  hir  lecherye ; 
Bat  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  companye 
That  she  aas  slayn,  and  with  a  good 

entente 
Ghees  rather  for  to  dye  thaa  assente 
To  been  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede.  1385 
Why  sholde  I  thaaae  to  dye  been  in 

drede? 
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Lo^  eek,  tlie  tiraant  tAziftoelidM  <^) 
That  loved  a  mayden,  hset  StimphiJiJiggt 
Whaii  that  hir  £ader  alajn  was  on  a  night, 
Un-to  Bianes  temple  goth  the  right,  1390 
And  hente  the  image  in  hir  handef  twO| 
Fro  which  image  wolde  she  never  ga 
Ko  wight  ne  mighte  hir  handea  of  it  aiaoa, 
Til  she  was  ala^  right  in  the  selve  place. 
Now  aith  that  maydena  hadden  Bwich 

deapyt  i395 

To  been  defonled  with  mannes  fool  delyt, 
Wei  Qghte  a  wyf  rather  hiiHMlyen  dee 
Than  be  defonled,  as  it  tbinlteth  ma  (670) 

What  shal  I  seyn  of  Hasdrabales  wyf, 
That  at  Cartage  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf  ? 
For  whan  she  saogh  that  Bomajns  wan 

the  toon,  1401 

She  took  hir  children  aUe,  and  skipte 

adonn 
In-to  the  tjTy  and  ohees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Bomayn  dide  hir  vileinya. 
Hath   nat   Looresse   y-«layn  hir4elf, 

alias  t  I4Q5 

At  Bome,  whanne  she  oppressed  was 
Of  Tarqnin,   for  hir  thou^te   it  was 

a  shame 
To  liven  whan  she  badde  lost  hir  name? 
The  sevene  maydens  of  )|Lilesie  also  (681) 
Han  slayn  hem-self;  tot  verray  drede  and 

wo,  •  1410 

Bather  than  folk  of  Oanla  hem  sholde 

oppresse. 
ICo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Coade   I  now  telle  as  tooohinge  this 

matere. 
Whan  Habradate  was  slayn,  hiswyf  so 

dere 
Hirselven  slow,  and  leet  hir   blood  to 

glyde  1415 

In  Habradatss  woondes  depe  and  wyde. 
And  seyde,  "  my  body,  at  the  leeste  way, 
Ther  shal  no  wight  defoolen,  if  I  may.^ 
What  sholde  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 

sayn,  (691)  1419 

Sith  that  so  manye  ban  hem-selven  slayn 
Wei  rather  than  they  wolde  defbnled  be? 
I  wol  oondnde,  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  my-self,  than  been  defonled  thus. 
I  wol  be  trewe  nn-to  Arveragns, 
Or  rather  sleen  my-self  in  som  manete, 
As  dide  Demodones  doghter  dere,      1406 


By-oanse  thiat  she  wolde  nat  defonled  be. 
O  pedasns  I  it  is  fol  greet  pitee,      (700) 
To  reden  how  thy  doghtren  deyde,  alias  t 
That  slows  hem-selven  for  swioh  manor 
oas.  1430 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more. 
The  Theban  maj^en,  that  for  Niohuiore 
Hir-selven  slow,  ri^^t  for  swioh  manor 
wo* 
Another  Theban  mayden  dide  right  so ; 
For  oon  of  Maoedoine  badde  hir  oppressed. 
She  with  hir  deeth  hir  maydenhede  re- 
dressed. 1436 
What  shal  I  soye  of  Nlcerates  wyf, 
That  t<xK  swioh  oas  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf? 
How  trewe  eek  was  to  41pdhiades    (71 1) 
His  love,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  ohees  1440 
Than  for  to  snfE^  his  body  nnlmried  be ! 
Lo  whioh  a  wyf  was  Alcest^,'  qood  she. 

*  What  seith  Omer  of  gode  Penalopee? 
Al  Ghreoe  knoweth  of  hir  ohastitee. 

Pardee,  of  Laodomya  is  writen  thus,  1445 
That  whan  at  Troye  was  slayn  Prothe- 

solans. 
No  lenger  wolde  she  live  after  his  day. 

The  same  of  noble  Porcia  teUe  I  may ; 
With-onte  Bmtos  oonde  she  nat  live,  (721) 
To  whom  she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herte 
yive.  1450 

The  paxilt  wyfhod  of  Arthemei^e 
Honoored  is  thnrgh  al  the  Barbarye. 

O  Tenta,  queen !  thy  wyfly  ohastitee 

To  alle  wyvee  may  a  mironr  be.  1454 

The  same  thing  I  seye  of  Bilia,       [T.  om, 

\pt  Bodogone,  and  eek  Valeria.'       [T.  onu 

]    Urns  pleyxied  Dorigene  a  day  or  tweye, 

^Porposinge  ever  that  she  wolde  deye.  (730) 

Bat  nathelees,  npon  the  thridde  ni^t, 

Hom  cam  Arveragns,  this  worthy  knight, 

And  asked  hir,  why  that  she  weep  so 

sore?  1461 

,  And  she  gan  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more. 

*Allas!'   quod  she,  >* that  ever  was 

Ibom! 

Thns  have  I  seyd,'  qnod  she,  *  thns  have 

I  sworn' — 
And  told  him  alas  ye  ban  herd  bif ore;  1465 
It  nedeth  nat  reherce  it  yow  na-more. 
Thto  honsbond  with   glad   ohere,  in 
f^reendly  wyse, 
Answerde  and  seyde  as  I  shal  yow  devyse : 
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*Is  therogki  ellM,  Dorlgon,  bnt  this?' (741) 
*  Kay,  nay,*  quod  she,  *god  help  me  so, 

as  wig;    .•  1470 

This  IS  to  mnolie,  an^  it  w«re  goddes  wille.* 

'Te,  wyf,'qiiod  he,  *lat  slepen  that  is 

stille ;   ■{  ['i'^'^iK*  \v   '^ .  c 
It  may  be  w^  paraventnie,  yet  to-day. 
Ye  shnl  your  tnmthe  hoMen,  by  my  ftiy  t 
For  god  so  wisly  have  merey  on  me,    1475 
I  hadde  wel  lerer  y-sUked  Air  to  be, 
For  Terray  lore  which  that  I  to  yow  have, 
Bnt-if  ye  sholde  yoor  troothe  kepe  and 

save.  (7S») 

Tronthe  is  the  hyeste  thing  that  man 

may  kepe : ' — 
But  with  that  word  he  brast  anon  to 

wepe,  1480 

And  seyde,  *  I  yow  foxbede,  19  pcyne  of 

deeth, 
That  never,  whyl  thee  lasieih   lyf  ne 

breeth, 
To  no  wig^t  t^  thoa  of  this  aventnre. 
As  I  may  beet,  I  wol  my  wo  endure, 
Ke  make  no  oontenance  of  hevinesse,  14^5 
That  f<4k  o€  yew  may  ^emen  harm  or 


cleped 
with 
to 


a  wqujer  and 


Borigen,'   he 

(760) 

•wioh  a  place 


And  forth   he 
amayde: 
*Goth   forth 

sayde, 
'And  bringeth    hir 

anon.' 
They  take  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  wey  they 
gon;  1490 

But  they  ne  wiste  why  she  thider  wente. 
He  nolde  no  wight  tellen  his  entente.  (764) 
('  Faraventnreanheepofyow,  y-wis, 

\T.om. 
Wol  holden  him  a  lewed  man  in  this, 

fP.  om. 
That  he  w<d  pntte  his  "wyf  in  jiip«rtye ; 

o      ..  ^     ^[T.  om. 
Herkneth  the  tale,  er  ye  np-on  hfr  aye. 

[T.  em. 

She  may  have  bettre  fortune  than  yow 

semeth;  [T.  om. 

And  whan  that  ye  ban  herd  the  tale, 

demeth.]  [T.  om. 

This  squyer,  which  that  highte  Aurelins, 

On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous,  (77a)  1500 

Of  aventure  happed  hir  to  mete 


Amidde  the  toon,  right  in  the  quikkest  ■, 

■trete. 
Am  she  was  JSotboi  to  goon  the  wey  forth- 

right 
Toward  the  gardin  ther^Mi  she  had  hight. 
And  he  was  to  the  gardinward  also ;  1305 
For  wel  he  spyed,  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  boos  to  any  manor  plaoe. 
But  thus  they  mette,  of  aventure  or 

«»ce;  (780) 

And  he  saleweth  hir  with  glad  entente, 
And  a^ed  of  hir  whiderward  she  wentof 
And  she  aaswerde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 
*  Un-to  the  gaidin,  as  myn  housbond  bad, 
Ky  tronthe  for  to hoMe,  alias  I  alias!* 

Aurelins  gan  wondren  on  this  cas. 
And  in  his  hezte  had  greet  oompasnoun 
Of  hir  and  of  hir  lamentaeionn,  1516 

And  of  Arveragus,  the  worthy  knight. 
That  bad  hir  holden   al  that  she  had 

Wgkt,  (790) 

So  looth  him  was  his  wyf  sholde  brtke 

hir  tronthe; 
And  in  his  herte  he  eonghte  of  this  greet 

rouihe,  1590 

Consideringe  the  beste  on  eveiy  ^e, 
That  fto  his  lust  yet  were  him  lever  abyde 
Ulan  doon  00  hei^^  a  oherlish  wreoohed- 


Agayns  franohyse  and  aUe  gentlTtesso ; 
For  whieh  in  f^we  ilordes  seyde  he  thus: 
*  Madame,  seyth  to  your  lord  Arveragus, 
That  sith  I  see  his  grete  gentillease    (800) 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  see  wel  your  distresse. 
That  him  were  lever  han  8hame(and  that 

were  routhe) 
Than  ye  to  me  sholde  brake  thus  your 
troutiie,  1530 

I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  suf&e  wo 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwiz  yow  twa 
I  yow  releese,  madame,  in-to  your  bond 
Quit  every  surement  and  every  bond,  1534 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  heer-bifoni, 
ttth  thflketyme  which  that  ye  were  boni. 
Ky  troothe  I  plig^te,  I  shal  yow  never 


Of  no  biheste,  and  here  I  take  my  leve. 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  (811) 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyt     T540 
But  every  wyf  be-war  of  hir  biheste, 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  atte  leste. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


€48 


Zit  tMitttiwcji  ^Afee.  [t.  11847-11928; 


I  Thus  can  a  squyer  doon  a  gentil  ded^  ^^ 
I  As  well  as  can  a  knight,  -with-onten  drede.' 
"     She  thonkeih  him  np-on  hir  knees  al 
hare,  1545 

And  hoom  nn-to  hir  honsbond  is  she  fare, 
And  tolde  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  me  saj^; 
And  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  weelapayd,(83o) 
That  it  were  inpoeuUe  me  to  wzyte ; 
What  sholde  I  lenger  of  this  cas  endyte? 
Arveragns  and  Dorigene  his  W3rf  1551 
In  soverejoi  blisse  leden  forth  hir  ly£ 
Never  efb  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene ; 
He  cherisseth  hir  as  though  she  were 
a  qaene ;  1554 

And  she  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermore. 
^Of  thise  two  folk  ye  gete  of  me  na-more. 
Anrelins,  that  his  oost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Corseth  the  tyme  that  ever  he  was  bom  : 
*  Alias,' quod  he, 'alias  I  that  I  bihighte 
Of  pured   gold   a   thousand   pound   of 
wighte  (83a)  1560 

Un-to  this  philoeophre !  how  shall  do? 
I  see  na-more  but  that  I  am  forda 
Jdjn.  heritage  moot  I  nodes  selle, 
And   been  a  begger;   heer  may  I  nat 

dwelle, 
And  shamen  al  my  kinrede  in  this  i^ace, 
But  I  ofhimmaygetebettregraoe.    1566 
But  nathelees,  I  wol  of  him  assise,    (839) 
At  certeyn  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to  pi^e, 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  oortei^ye ; 
Hy  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.*  1570 
With  herte  soor  he  gooth  un-to  his  oofire, 
And  Inroghte  gold  nn-to  this  philosophre, 
The  value  of  fyve  hundred  pound,  I  gesso, 
And  him  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse. 
To  graunte  him  dayes  of  the  remenannt, 
And  seyde,  'maister,  I  dar  wel  mJeike 
avaunt,  1576 

I  failled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yii ; 
IV>r  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quit       (850) 
Towardes  yow,  how-ever  that  I  £Eure 
.To  goon.a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare.    1580 
'  But  wolde  ye  vouohe-sauf;  np-on  seurtee, 

Two  yeer  or  three  for  to  respyten  me, 
•'  Than  were  I  wel ;  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
llyn  heritage ;  ther  is  na-more  to  telle.* 
^is  philosophre  sobrely  answerde,  1585 


And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  thise  wordes 
herde  t  (858) 

*  Have  I  nat  holden  covenant  un^^o  thee?* 

*  Yes,  certes,  wel  and  trewely,*  quod  he. 

*  Hastow  nat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  lyketh  ?* 
*No,  no,*  quod  he,  and  sorwefiilly  he 

syketh.  1590 

*  What  was  the  cause  ?  tel  me  if  thou  con.' 
Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan, 

And  tolde  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ; 
It  nedeth  nat  to  yow  reheroe  it  more. 

He  seide,  *  Arveragus,  of  gentiUesse,  1595 
Had  lever  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse 
Than  that  his  wyf  were  of  hir  trouthe 
fills.*  (869) 

The  sorwe  c^Borigen  he  tolde  him  als^ 
How  looth  hir  was  to  been  a  wikked  wyf, 
And  thai  she  lever  had  lost  that  day  hir 
lyf,  1600 

And  that  hir  trouthe  she  swoor.  thurgh 

innocence: 
^*  She  never  erst  herde  speke  of  appaxence;  ^t- 
That  made  me  han  of  hir  so  greet  pitee. 
And  right  as  Arely  as  he  sente  hir  me, 
As  fitely  sente  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.       1605 
This  al  and  som,  ther  Is  na-more  to  seyn.* 

This     philosophre     answerde,     *leve 
brother, 
Eveiich  of  yow  dide  gentOly  til  other.  (880) 
Thou  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  a  knight ; 
But  god  forbede,  for  his  blisAil  might,  1610 
But-if  a  clerk  coude  doon  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede ! 

Sire,  I  relesBO  thee  thy  thousand  pound. 
As  thou  right  now  were  oropen  out  of  the 
ground,  1614 

Ke  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen  me. 
For  sire,  I  wol  nat  take  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  craft,  ne  noght  forn^  travaillo. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ;  (890) 
It  is  y-wif^  and  farswel,  have  good  day:' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  way.  i6jo 

^  Lordinges,  this  question  wolde  I  aske 

now, 
Which  was  the  moste  firee,as  thinketh  yow? 
Now  telletli  me,  er  that  ye  farther  wende. 
I  can  na-more,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.  (896) 


Here  !e  ended  the  Frankeleyna  Tale. 

%*  The  ttx  litUiy  numbered  11929-34  in  Tyrwhitt*s  text,  are  tpurioue;  Jbr  hU 

m  11935-12902,  see  pp.  55«-564  J  f9r  11. 12903-15468,  $ee  pp.  49»-S5« 
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GROUP  G. 
THE   SECONDE    NONNES   TALE. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Seconde  Nonnee  Tale. 


Th«  ministre  and  the  norioe  un-to  yyoes, 
Which  that  men  olepe  in  fbigliah  ydel- 

neeM, 
That  porter  of  the  gate  is  of  delyoee, 
TesohaOf  and  byhlr  oontrarie  hir  op- 


That  is  to  leyn,  by  leyefcd  bisineeBe,        5 
Wei  oghten  we  to  doon  al  onr  entente, 
Lett  that  the  feend  thnrgh  jrdelneiee  na 
hente. 

For  he,  that  with  his  tbooMnd  oordes  dye 
ContinneUy  ns  waiteth  to  biclappe, 
Whan  he  may  man  in  ydolnowe  espye,  10 
He  can  so  lightly  oacohe  him  in  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lappe, 
He  nis  nat  war  the  feend  hath  him  in 

honde; 
Wei  onghte  ns  werohe,  and  ydelnes  with- 

stonde. 

And  thotigh  men  dxadden  never  for  to  dye, 
Yet  seen  men  wel  by  zeeon  dontelees,    16 
That  jrdelnesse  is  roten  elogardye, 
Of  which   ther   never  comth   no  good 

enorees; 
And  seen,  that  sloathe  hir  holdeth  in 

alees 
Only  to  slepe,  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke, 
And  to  devonren  al  that  othere  swinke.  ai 

And  for  to  pntte  ns  firo  swieh  ydebtesse, 
That  canse  is  of  so  greet  oonftisioan, 
I  have  heer  doon  my  feithfU  bisiussso, 
After  the  legende,  in  translacioim         25 
Bight  of  thy  glorioos  lyf  and  passioim, 
Thoa  with  thy  gerland  wso^t  of  rose 

andlUie; 
Thee  mene  I,  mayde  and  martir,  saint 

Cedlie! 


tnuoeaeh  ad  Mdriam, 

An>  thou  that  flonr  of  virgines  art  alle, 
Of  whom  that  Bernard  list  so  wel  to 

wryte,  30 

To  thee  at  my  biginning  first  t  caUe ; 
Thoa  oomfort   of  ns  wxeoobes,  do  me 

endyte 
"Diy  maydeos  death,  than  wan  thnxg^  hir 

mefyte 
The  eternal  lyf,  and  of  the  feend  victorie, 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hir  storie.    35 

Thou  mayde  and  mooder,  dogfater  of  thy^ 

Bone, 
Thoa  welle  of  mercy,  sinfhl  sooles  core, 
In  whom  that  god,  for  boantee,  chees  to 

wone, 
Thoa   hamble,   and    heigh   over   every 

oxeatore, 
Thoa  noUedest  00  ferforth  oar  natare,  40 
That  no  desdeyn  the  maker  hadde  of 

kinde, 
His  sone  in  blode  and  flesh  to  <dothe  and 

winds. 

Withinne  the  oloistre  bKsAil  of  thy  ^ydes 
Took  mannes  shap  the  eternal  love  and 

pees, 
That  of  the  tryne  oompas  lord  and  gyde 

i«,  45 

Whom  erthe  and  see  and  heven,  oat  of 

relees, 
Ay  herien ;  and  thoa,  virgin  wemmelees, 
Bar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltest  mayden 

pore, 
The  oreatoor  of  every  oreatore. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnifioenee        50 
With  mercy,  goodnesM,  and  with  swich 
pitee 


^  3 
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That  thou,  that  art  the  soxme  of  exoel- 

lence, 
Not  only  helpest  hem  that  preyen  thee, 
Bnt  ofte  tyxne,  of  thy  benignitee,  54 

Fal  firely,  er  that  men  thyn  help  biseohe, 
Thou  goost  bifom,  and  art  hir  lyves  leohe. 

Now  help,  thoa  meke  and  blisful  finyre 

mayde, 
Me,  flemed  wrecche,  in  this  desert  of  galle ; 
Think  on  the  womman  Cananee,  that 

sayde 
That  whelpes  eten  somme  of  the  orommes 

alle  60 

That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  y-finlle ; 
And  though  that  I,  unworthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Be  sinftil,  yet  aooepte  my  bileve. 

And,  for  that  feith  is  deed  with-oaten 

werkes, 
80  for  to  werken  jdf  me  wit  and  space,  65 
That  I  be  qnit  fro  thennes  that  most  derk 

isl 
O  thou,  that  art  so  fiiyr  and  fbl  of  grace, 
Be  myn  advocat  in  that  heighe  place 
Ther-as  withoaten  ende  is  songe  *  Osanne,' 
Thou  Cristes   mooder,  doghter   dere  of 

Anne!  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  sonle  in  prison  lighte. 
That  troubled  is  by  the  oontagioun 
Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
Of  erthly  luste  and  &Is  affeodoun ; 
O  haven  of  refrit,  o  salvaoioun  js 

Of  hem  that  been  in  sorwe  and  in  dis- 

tresse, 
Kow  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me  dxesse. 

Yet  preye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  wxyte, 
Foryeve  me,  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  storie  subtUly  to  endyte ;         80 
For  both  have  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  seintes  reverence 
The  storie  wroot,  and  folwe  hir  legende. 
And  prey  yow,  that  ye  wol  my  werk 

InterpreUxdo  nominia  CtcttUy  quam  ponit 
frater  Jacobus  lanuenais  in  Leffenda 
Aurea, 

FxBST  wolde  I  yow  the  name  of  seint 

CeciHe  Bg 

Ezpoune,  as  men  may  in  hir  stode  see,   - 


It  is  to  seye  in  English  *  hevenes  lllie,' 
For  pure  ohastnesse  of  virginitee ; 
Or,  for  she  whjrtnesse  hadde  of  honestee, 
And  grene  of  conscience,  and  of  good 
ftone  90 

The  sote  savour,  *  lilie  *  was  hir  name. 

Or  Cecile  is  to  seye  *the  w^  to  blinde,' 
For  she  ensample  was  hy  good  techlnge; 
Or  elles  Cecile,  as  I  writen  finde. 
Is  joyned,  by  a  manor  conjoininge         95 
Of  *hevene*  and  *Lia';    and   heer,  in 

figoringe. 
The  *  heven  *  is  set  for  thoght  of  holineese, 
And  *  liia '  for  bir  lasting  bisinesse. 

Cecile  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  manere, 
*  Wanting  of  blindnesse,'  for  hir  grete 

light  luo 

Of  sapience,  and  for  hir  thewes  dere ; 
Or  elles,  lo !  this  maydens  name  bright 
Of  *  hevene '  and  *  leos '  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
Men  mighte  hir  wel  *  the  heven  of  peple ' 

calle,  104 

Ensample  of  gode  and  wyse  werkes  alle. 

For  *  leos '  *  peple '  in  Engliflb  is  to  seye. 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  hevene  see 
The  Sonne  and  mono  and  sterres  every 

w^ye, 
Bight  so  men  gosUy,  in  this  mayden  free, 
Seyen  of  feith  the  magnanimitee,         1 10 
And  eek  the  deemesse  hod  of  sapience, 
And  sondxy  werkes,  brighte  of  excellence. 

And  right  so  as  thise  philosophres  wiyte 
That  heven  is  swift  and  round  and  eek 

brenninge, 
Bight  so  was  fayre  Cedlie  the  whyte  1 15 
Ful  swift  and  bisy  ever  in  good  werkinge. 
And  round  and  hod  in  good  perseveringe. 
And  brenning  ever  in  charitee  fdl  brighte ; 
Now  have  I  yow  declared  what  she  highte. 
ExpUeiL 

Here   biginneth   the  Seconde   Nonnea 
Tale,  of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  Cecile. 

This  mayden  bright  Ceoilie,  as  hir  lyf 
seith,  120 

Was  cornea  of  Bomayns,  and  of  noble 
kinde, 
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And  from  Mr  oxadel  op  fortred  in  the 

feith 
Of  Crist,  and  bar  his  gospel  in  Mr  minde ; 
She  never  ceased,  as  I  writen  finde, 
Of  Mr  pieyere,  and  god  to  love  and  drede, 
Biseking  Mm  to  kepe  Mr  maydenhede.  126 

And  when  this  majden  sholde  nnto  anuux 
Y-wedded  be,  that  was  fdl  jong  of  age, 
Which  that  y-oleped  was  Valerian, 
Anddaywascomenof  Mr  manage,  130 
She,  ftil  devout  and  hnmble  in  Mr  conge, 
ITnder  Mr  robe  of  gold,  that  sat  fol  fbyre. 
Had  next  Mr  flesh  y-oUtd  Mr  in  ai^  heyre. 

I  And  whyl  the  organs  maden  melodye, 
I  To  god  alone  in  herte  thns  sang  she ;    laS 

*  O  lord,  my  soole  and  eek  my  body  gye 
Unwemmed,  lest  that  I  confounded  be :' 
And,  for  his  love  that  deyde  upon  a  tree, 
Every  seoonde  or  thridde  day  she  fEwtSi 
Ay  biddinge  in  Mr  orisons  fid  &s(e.     140 

The  night  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste  she 

gon 
With  Mr  hoQsbonde,  as  ofte  is  the  manere, 
And  prively  to  him  she  seyde  anon, 
'  O  swete  and  wel  biloved  spouse  dere, 
Ther  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  here, 
WMch  that  right  fiun  I  wolde  nnto  yow 

seye,  146 

So  that  ye  swere  ye  shnl  me  nat  biwreye.' 

Valerian  gan  faste  nnto  Mr  swere, 
That  for  no  cas,  ne  thing  that  mighte  be. 
He  sholde  never-mo  biwreyen  here ;     150 
And  thanne  at  erst  to  Mm  thns  seyde  she, 

*  I  have  an  angel  which  that  loveth  me. 
That  with  greet  love,  wher-so  I  wake  or 

slepe. 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kqpe.  154 

And  if  that  he  may  felen,  oat  of  drede, 
That  ye  me  tonohe  or  love  in  vileinye. 
He  right  anon  wol  slee  3row  with  the  dede, 
And  in  yonr  yowthe  thus  ye  shnlden  dye; 
And  if  that  ye  in  dene  love  me  gye. 
He  wol  yovt  loven  as  me,  for  yonr  clen- 

nesse,  160 

And  shewen  yow  Ms  joye  and  Ms  bright- 

nesse.' 


Valerian,  corrected  as  god  wolde, 
Answerde  agayn,  ^  if  I  shal  trusten  thee, 
Lat  me  that  angel  see,  and  him  biholde ; 
Andif  thatit  averray  angelbe,  165 

Than  wol  I  doon  as  thon  hast  preyed  me ; 
And  if  thon  love  another  man,  for  soihe 
Bight  with  this  swerd  than  wnl  I  slee  yow 
bothe.* 

Oeoile  answerde  anon  right  in  this  wyse, 

*  If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shnl  ye  see,  170 
So  that  3re  trowe  on  Grist  and  yow  bap- 

tyse. 
GK)th  forth  to  Via  Apia,*  qnod  she, 

*  That  fro  this  toon  ne  stant  bnt  myles 

three. 
And,  to  the  povre  folkes  that  ther  dwelle, 
Sey  hem  right  thns,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

telle.  175 

^  Telle  hem  that  I,  Oeoile,  yow  to  hem  sente, 
To  shewen  yow  the  gode  Urban  the  olde, 
For  seoree  nodes  and  for  good  entente. 
And  whan  that  ye  seint  Urban  han  bi- 
holde, 
Telle  him  the  wordes  whiohe  I  to  yow 
tolde;  i8u 

And  whan  thsft  ha  hath  purged  yow  fro 

sinne, 
Thanne  shnl  ye  see  that  angel,  er  ye 
twinne.* 

Valerian  is  to  the  place  y-gon, 

And  right  as  Mm  was   taaght  by  his 

leminge, 
He  fond  this  holy  olde  Urban  anon      185 
Among  the  seintes  bnriels  lotinge. 
And  he  anon,  with-onten  tazyinge, 
Dide  his  message ;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde, 
Urban  for  joye  his  hondes  gan  np  holds. 

The  teres  from  his  yBn  leet  he  fSedle —  190 

*  Almighty  lord,  O  Jesn  Crist,*  qu.od  he, 
*Sower  of  chast  conseil,  herde  of  ns  alle. 
The  frnit  of  thilke  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thon  hast  sowe  in  Oeoile,  tak  to  thee ! 
Lo,  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  with-onten  gyle,      195 
Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thral  Cecile ! 

For  thilke  spouse,  that  she  took  bnt  now 
Fol  lyk  a  flers  leonn,  she  sendeth  here, 
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As  meke  as  ever  was  any  lamb,  to  yaw  I' 
And  with  that  worde,  anon  ther  gan 

appeie  soo 

An  old  man,  olad  in  whyte  dothes  dere. 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  golde  in 

honde, 
And  gan  bifbcn  Valerian  to  stonda. 

Valerian  as  deed  fil  donn  for  drede 
Whan  he  him  san^  and  he  up  hente 

himtho,  aos 

And  on  his  book  rig^  thus  he  gan  to 

rede — 

*  Oo  Lord,  00  feith,  oo  god  with-onten  mo, 
Oo  Cristendom,  and  fader  of  alle  also, 
Aboven  alle  and  CYvr  al  everywhere ' — 
Thise  wordes  al  with  gold  y-wzitem  were. 

Whan  this  was  rad,  than  seyde  this  olde 
man,  an 

^Levettow  this  thing  or  no?  sey  ye  ift 
nay.* 

*  I  leve  al  this  thing,'  quod  Valerian, 

*  For  sother  thing  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say, 
Under  the  hevene  no  wight  thinke  may.' 
^o  vanisshed   th'olde   man,   he   niste 

where,  ai6 

And  pope  Urban  him  orlstened  right 
there. 

Valerian  goth  hoom,  and  flnt  OeoiliA 
With-inne  his  ohambre  with  an  angel 

stonde; 
This  an^  hadde  of  roaas  and  of  lllie   ax» 
Coronefl  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde ; 
And  first  to  Oeeile,  as  I  nndevstonde, 
He  yaf  that  oon,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

*  With  body  dene  and  with  nnwenuned 

thoght  M5 

Kepeth  ay  wd  thise  oorones,*  qnod  he ; 

*  Fro  Paradys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght| 
Ne  never-mo  ne  shal  they  roten  be, 

Ke  lese  her  sote  savour,  tmsteth  me ; 
Ne  never  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  his  y8, 
Sathebeohaastandhatevileinye.      251 

And  thou,  Valerian,  for  thou  so  son* 
Assentedest  to  good  oonseil  also, 
Sey  what  thee  list,  and  thoa  diatt  han 
thybone.' 


*  I  have  a  brother,'  qnod  Valerian  tho,  335 
*That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  so. 
I  pray  yow  that  my  brother  may  han 

graoe 
To  knowe  the  tronthe,  as  I  do  in  this 


Theangds^de,  *godlykeththyreqaeste, 
And  bothe,  with  the  palm  of  martirdom. 
Ye  shnllen  oome  nnto  his  blisftil  fioste.' 
And  with  that  word  Tibnroe  his  brother 

com. 
And  whan  that  he  the  savour  nndemom 
Which  that  the  rofees  and  the  lilies  caste, 
With-inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wondre 

And  seyde,  *I  wondre,  this  lyme  of  the 


Whennes  that  sote  savovur  cometh  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smdle  heer. 
For  though  I  hadde  hem  in  myn  hondea 
two,  «49 

The  savour  migfate  in  me  no  dei^>er  ga 
The  sote  smd  that  in  myn  herte  I  finde 
Hath  ehannged  me  al  in  another  kinde.' 

Valerian  seyde,  *two  oorones  han  we, 
Snow-whyte  and  roue  reed,  that  shyneu 

dere» 
I  Whiche  that  thyn  y6n  han  no  might  to 

see;  255 

And  as  thoa  smdlest  hem  thnrgh  my 

pres^ere, 
So-shaltow  seen  hem,  leve  brother  dere. 
If  it  so  be  thou  wdt,  wtthootea  sloathe, 
BUeviearight  and  kaowen  vesray  troutha.* 

Tibnroe  answeide,  *seistow  this  to  me  960 
In  sooChnesse,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne this?' 
In  dremes,'  qnod  Valerian,  *han  we  be 
Unto  thii  ^yme,  brother  myn,  y-wis. 
Bat  now  at  erst  in  tronthe  oor  dwdUng  isL* 
*  How  wooetow  this,'  quad  Tibwroe,  *  in 
whatwyse?'  a6s 

Qaod  Valerian,  *  that  shal  I  thee  devyse. 

The  angel  of  god  hath  me  the  troothe 

y-taoght 
Which  thoa  Shalt  seen,  if  that  thoa  woU 

reneye 
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The  ydoles  and    be    olene,   and  elles 
naught* —  369 

And  of  the  mizaole  of  thise  conmestwieye 
Seint  Ambrose  in  his  prefiftce  list  to  seye ; 
Solempnely  this  noble  dootonr  dere 
Ck>mmendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere: 

The  palm  of  martxrdom  for  to  reeesnre, 
Seinte  Ceoile,  Ailfild  of  goddes  yiite,     275 
The  world  and  eek  hir  chambre  gan  she 

weyve; 
Witnes  Tyborces  and  f  Valerians  shriite, 
To  whiche    god   of  his  bonntee  wolde 

shifte 
Corones  two  of  flonres  wel  smellinge, 
And  made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

bringe:  aSo 

The  majde  hath  broght  thise  men  to 

blisse  above; 
The  world  hath  wist  what  it  is  worth, 

oerteyn, 
Beyocioon  of  chasfitee  to  love. — 
Tho  shewede  him  Cedle  al  open  and  pleyn 
That  alle  ydoles  nis  but  a  thing  in  veyn ; 
For  they  been  dombe,  and  therto  they 

beendeve,  a86 

And  ehaxged  him  his  3^1ea  for  to  leve. 

*Who  so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beste 

he  is,' 
Qnod  tho  lUmrce,  *if  that  I  shal  nat  lye.* 
And  she  gan  kisae  his  brest,  that  herde 

this,  290 

And  was  ttd  glad  he  oonde  tronthe  espye. 
*This  day  I  take  thee^or  myn  allye,* 
Seyde  this  blisftil  fayre  mayde  dere ; 
And  after  that  she  s^de  as  ye  may  here : 

*Lo,  right  so  as  the  love  of  Crist,*  qnod 

she,  095 

*Hade  me  thy  brotheres  wyf;  right  in 

thatwyse 
Anon  f<Mr  myn  allye  heer  take  I  thee. 
Sin  that  thon  wolt  thyn  ydoles  despyse. 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  bap- 

tyse. 
And  make  thee  dlsne ;  so  that  thon  mowe 

biholde  900 

The  angels  fiuse  of  which  thy  brother 

tolde.* 


Tibnrce  answerde  and  seyde,  *  brother 

dere, 
first  tel  me  whider  I  dial,  and  to  what 

man?* 
*To  whom?'  qnod  he,  *oom  forth  with 

right  good  ohere, 
I  wol  thee  lede  nnto  the  pope  Urban.'  305 
•  Til  Urban  ?  brother  myn  Valerian,' 
Qaod  tho  Tibnrce,  *  woltowme  thider  lede? 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 


Ne  menestow  nat  Urban,*  qnod  he  tho, 

*  That  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed,    310 
And  woneth  in  halkee  alwey  to  and  Aro, 
And  dar  nat  ones  patte  finrth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  him  brennen  in  a  tyr  so  reed 
If  he  were  ftmnde,  or  that  man  mighte  him 

spye; 
And  we  also,  to  bere  hfan  oompanye— 315 

And  whyl  we  seken  thiike  divinitee 
That  is  y-hid  in  hevene  prively, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  shul  we  be !' 
To  whom  Cecile  answerde  boldely,        3 19 

*  Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  skilfhlly 
This  lyf  to  lese,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
If  this  were  livinge  only  and  non  other. 

Bnt  ther  is  better  lyf  in  other  place, 
That  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght. 
Which  goddes  sone  ns  t<^e  t^nrgh  his 

grace;  3^5 

That  fkdressone  hath  alle  thinges  wroght ; 
Andalthatwroghtiswithaskilftathoght, 
The  goost,  that  Aco  the  fiKlor  gan  jnocede, 
Hath  sowled  hem,  withonten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  mincle  goddes  sone,  330 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  declared  here 
That  ther  was  other  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.' 
To  whom  answerde  Tiboree,  *  O  snster  dere, 
Ne  seydestow  right  now  in  this  manere, 
Ther  nis  bnt  ogod,  lord  in  soothfiMtnesse ; 
And  now  of  three  how  maystow  bere 

witnesse?*  $36 

*  That  shall  telle,' qnod  she,  •  er  I  ga 
Bight  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three, 
Memorie,  engyn,  and  intellect  also^ 

80^  in  o  being  of  divinitee^  340 
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Three  personei  may  ther  right  wel  be.* 
Tho  gan  she  him  fal  bisily  to  preche 
Of  Cristes  oome  and  of  his  peynes  tedhe, 

And  many  pointes  of  his  passioon ; 
How  goddes  sone  in  this  world  was  with- 

holde,  345 

To  doon  mankinde  pleyn  remissioim, 
That  was  y-boonde  in  ainne  and  cares 

colde: 
Al  this  thing  she  nnto  Tiboroe  tolde. 
And  after  this  Tiboroe,  in  good  entente, 
With  Yalerian  to  pope  Urban  he  wente, 

That  thanked  god ;  and  with  glad  herte 

and  light  351 

He  cristned  him,  and  made  him  in  that 

plaoe 
Parflt  in  his  leminge,  goddes  knight 
And  after  this  Tiboroe  gat  swich  grace, 
That  eveiy  day  he  soogh,  in  ^me  and 
Bpaoe,  355 

The  angel  of  god ;  and  erery  maner  bone 
That  he  god  axed,  it  was  sped  fdl  sane. 

It  were  tal  hard  by  ordre  for  toaeyn 
How    ma^y    wondres    Jesns    for   hem 

wroghte; 
Bot  atte  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn, 
The  sergeants  oC  the  tmm  of  Bome  hem 

soghte,  361 

And  hem  bilbm  Alma«he  the  prefbot 

broghte, 
Which  hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hir 

entente, 
And  to  t^e  image  of  Jofiter  hem  sente, 

And  seyde,  *  who  so  wol  nat  sacrifyse,  365 
Swap  of  his  heed,  this  is  my  sentence 

here.' 
Anon  thise  martirs  that  I  yew  deyyse, 
Oon  Maximos,  that  was  an  offloere 
Of  the  prefeotes  and  his  oomioalere, 
Hem  hente;  and  whan   he  forth   the 

seintes  ladde,  370 

Him-self  he  weep,  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

Whan  Maximos  had  herd  the  seintes  lore, 
He  gat  him  of  the  tormentoores  leva. 
And  ladde  hem  to  his  hoos  withoote 
more;  374 

And  with  hir  pr«diing^  er  that  it  were  are. 


They  gonnen  fro  the  tormentoors  to  reve. 
And  fro  Maximo,  and  fro  his  folk  echone 
The  false  feith,  to  trowe  in  god  allona 

Ceoilie  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  night, 
With  preestes  that  hem   cristned  alio 

y-fere ;  380 

And  afterward,  whan  day  was  woxea 

light, 
Cecile  hem  seyde  with  a  fol  sobre  chore, 
*Now,  Cristes  owene  knightes  leve  and 

dere. 
Caste  alle  awey  the  werkes  of  derknesse, 
And  armeth  yow  in  armore  of  bright- 

385 


Ye  han  for  sothe  y-doon  a  greet  bataille, 
Toor  coors  is  doon,  yoor  feith  han  ye 

conserved, 
GK)th  to  the  corone  of  lyf  that  may  nat 

fieulle; 
The  rightfol  joge,  which  that  ye  han 

served,  389 

Shall  yeve  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  deserved.' 
And  whan  this  thing  was  seyd  as  I  devyse, 
Men  ladde  hem  forth  to  doon  the  sacrifyse. 

Bot  whan  th^  weren  to  the  place  broght. 
To  tellen  shortly  the  oondosioQn, 
They  nolde  encense  ne  sacrifice   right 
noght,  395 

Bot  on  hir  knees  they  setten  hem  adoon 
With  homble  herte  and  sad  devocioon, 
And  losten  bothe  hir  hede^  in  the  place.  ' 
Hir  sooles  wenten  to  the  king  of  grace. 

This  Maximos,  that  saogh  this  thing 
bityde,  400 

With  pitoos  teres  tolde  it  anon-right, 
That  he  hir  sooles  saogh  to  heven  glyde  1 
With  angels  fal  of  deefnesseand  of  light, ' 
And  with  his  word  converted  many  a- 

wight; 
For  which  Almachios  dide  him  00  to-bete 
Wiih  wh^»pe  of  leed,  til  he  his  lyf  gan 
lete.  406 

Cecile  him  took  and  boried  him  anoon 
By  Tibovoe  and  Y alexian  sofhely, 
Withinne  hir  bozying-plaoe,  under  the 


And  after  this  Almachios  hastily        4>o 
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Bad  his  ministres  feoohen  openly 
Cecile,  so  that  she  mighte  in  his  prosenos 
Doon  saorifyce,  And  Jnpiter  enoense. 

Bat  they,  converted  at  hir  wyse  lore, 
Wepten  fol  sore,  and  yayen  fill  credence 
Unto  hir  word,  and  czyden  more  and 
more,  416 

*  Crist,  goddes  sone  'wit^outen  difference, 
Is  verray  god,  this  is  al  our  sentence, 
That  hath  so  good  aserrant  him  to  serve ; 
This  with  o  voys  we  trowen,  thog^  we 

sterve!'  4ao 

Almachins,  that  horde  of  this  doinge, 
Bad  feoohen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hir  see, 
And  alderfirst,  lo !  this  was  his  azinge, 

*  Whatmanerwommanartow?'  thoqnod 

he.  424 

*  I  am  a  gentil  womman  bom,'  qrxod  she. 

*  I  axe  thee,*  quod  he, '  thog^  it  thee  grere, 
Of  thy  religionn  and  of  thy  bllere.' 

( Te  han  bigonne  your  question  ibllly,' 
Qnod  she,  *that  wolden  two  answeres 

conolnde 
In  00  demande ;  ye  axed  lewedly.*       430 
Aimache  answerde  onto  that  similitiide, 
*'  Of  whennes  oomth  thyn  answering  so 

mde?* 

*  Of  whennes  ?*  quod  she,  whan  that  she 

was  freyned, 
*0f  conscience  and  of  good  feith  nn- 
feyned.'  434 

Almachins  seyde,  '  ne  takestow  non  hede 
Of  my  power?'  and  she  answerde  him 
this— 

*  Tour  might,'  qnod  she,  *  fill  litel  is  to 

drede; 
For  every  mortal  mannes  power  nis 
Bat  lyk  a  bladdre,  fol  of  wind,  y-wis.  439 
For  with  a  nedles  poynt,  whan  it  is  blows, 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  be  leyd  Ail  lowe.' 

*  Fol  wrongfoUy  bigonne  thou,'  qnod  he, 

*  And  yet  in  wrong  is  thy  perseverannce ; 
Wostow  nat  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Han  thns  oomanded  and  maad  ordin- 

aonce,  445 

That  every  Cristen  wight  shal  han  pen- 
aance 


Bnt-if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye, 
And  goon  al  quit,  if  he  wol  it  reneye  ?' 

*  Yonr  princes  erren,  as  yonr  nobl^dooth,' 
Qnod   tho   Cecile,    *and   with   a   wood 

sentence  450 

Ye  make  ns  gilty,  and  it  is  nat  sooth  ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wel  oar  innocence. 
For  as  mnche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
To  Crist,  and  for  we  bere  a  Cristen  name, 
Ye  pntte  on  ns  a  cryme,  and  eek  a  blame. 

Bat  we  that  knowen  thilke  name  so    456 
For  vertnons,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almaehe  answerde,  *  chees  oon  of  thise 

two. 
Do  sacrifyce,  or  Cristendom  reneye, 
That  thou  mowe  now  esoapen  by  that 

weye.'  460 

At  which  the  holy  blisfhl  fayre  maydo 
Gan  for  to  langhe,  and  to  the  jage  seyde, 

*  O  jnge,  oonftis  in  thy  nycetee, 
Woltow  that  I  reneye  innocence,         464 
To  make  me  a  wikked  wight  ?'  qnod  she ; 

*  Lo !  he  dissimnleth  here  in  andience, 
He  stareth  and  woodeth  in  his  ad  vertence ! ' 
To  whom  Almachins,  *  nnsely  wrecche, 
Ne  wooetow  nat  how  far  my  might  may 

streoche? 

Han  noght  onr  mighty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  470 

Ye,  botfae  power  and  anctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  spekestow  so  prondly  than  to  me  ?' 

*  I  speke  no|^t  bnt  stedftstly,'  qnod  she, 

*  Nat  proudly,  for  I  seye,  as  for  my  syde. 
We  haten  deedly  thilke  vyce  of  pryde. 

And  if  thon  drede  nat  a  sooth  to  here, 
Than  wol  I  shewe  al  openly,  by  rig^t, 
That  thon  hast  maad  a  fol  gret  lesinghere. 
Thon  seyst,  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven 

might  480 

Boihe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  qoiken  a 

wight; 
Thoo,  that  ne  mayst  bnt  only  lyf  bireve, 
Thon  hast  non  other  power  ne  no  leve  ! 

Bnt  thon  mayst  seyn,  thy  princes  han 

thee  maked  484 

Ministreofdeeth;  for  if  thon  speke  of  mo, 
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Thoa  lyest,  for  thy  power  is  ftil  naked.* 

*  Do  wey  thy  "boldnes,*  seyde  Almanhiiig 

tho, 

*  And  sacrifyce  to  onr  goddes,  er  thon  go ; 
I  recche  nat  what  wrong  that  thou  me 

profre, 
For  I  can  soffire  it  as  a  philoeophre ;    490 

Bnt  thilke  wronges  may  I  nat  endure 
That  thoa  spekest  of  our  goddes  here,' 

quod  he. 
Cecile  answerede,  '  0  nyoe  creature, 
Thon  Beydest  no  word  sin  thoa  spak  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  therwith  thy  nyoetee ;  495 
And  that  thoa  were,  in  «viery  maner 

wyse, 
A  lewed  officer  and  a  Teyn  jostyie. 

Ther  lakketh  no-thing  to  thyn  utter  y6n 
That  thoa  nart  blind,  for  thing  that  we 

seen  alio  499 

That  it  is  stoon,  that  men  may  wel  espyen. 
That  ilke  stoon  a  god  thoa  wdit  it  calle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  hand  opon  it  fUle, 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thoa  shalt  it 

finde. 
Sin  that  thoa  seest  nat  with  thyn  y6n 

blinde. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal         505 
So  soome  thee,  and  laoghe  at  thy  folye ; 
For  oomonly  men  woot  it  wel  oreral. 
That  mighty  god  is  in  his  herenes  hye. 
And  thise  images,  wel  thoa  mayst  espye. 
To  thee  ne  to  hem^self  mowe  nooght 
profyte,  510 

For  in  effect  they  been  nat  wortii  a  myte.' 

Thise  wordes  and  swiche  othere  seyde  she, 
And  he  weex  wroth,  and  bad  men  sholde 

hirlede 
Horn  til  hir  hoos,  *  and  in  hir  ho«s,*  qaod 

he, 

*  Brenne  hir  right  in  a  bath  of  flaanbes 

rede.*  515 

And  as  he  bad,  ri^t  80  was  doon  in  dede; 
For  in  a  bath  th^y  gonnehir  fewte  shetten, 
And  night  and  day  greet  fyr  they  onder 

betten. 


The  longe  night  and  eek  a  day  also, 
For  al  the  ^  and  eek  the  bathes  hete. 
She  sat  al  cold,  and  felede  no  wo,         521 
It  made  hir  nat  a  drope  for  to  swete. 
Bnt  in  that  bath  hir  lyf  she  moste  lete ; 
For  he,  Almachins,  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hir  in  the  bath  his  sonde  sente. 

Three  strokes^in  the  nekke  he  smoot  hir 

tho,  536 

The  tormentoar,batfor  no  maner  chaonee 
He  mi^te  noght  smyte  al  hir  nekke 

a-two; 
And  for  tiier  was  that  tyme  an  ordin- 

aonce, 
That  no  man  sholde  doon  man  swich 

penannoe  530 

The  ferthe  strook  to  smyten,  solte  or  sore. 
This  tormentoar  ne  dorste  do  na-more. 

Bat  half-deed,  with  hir  nekke  y-corven 

there, 
He  lefte  hir  lye,  and  on  his  w^y  is  went. 
The  Cristen  folk,  which  that  aboate  hir 

were,  535 

With  shetes  han  the  blood  tal  faare  y-hent. 
Three  di^sfi  lived  she  in  this  torment, 
And  never  oessed  hem  the  faith  to  teche ; 
That  she  hadde  fostred,  hem  she  gan  to 


And  hem  she  yaf  hir  moebles  and  hir 
thing,  540 

And  to  the  pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho. 
And  SQyde,  *  I  axed  this  at  hevene  king. 
To  han  respyt  three  dayes  and  na-mo. 
To  reoomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go, 
Thise  scales,  lo!  and  that  I  mighte  do 
werohe  545 

Here  of  myn  hoas  perpetaeDy  a  oherche.* 

Seint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  baried  it  by  nighte 
Among  his  othere  seintes  hon«it]y. 
Hir  hoos  the  ohirohe   of  seint  Ceeillo 
highte;  550 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it^  as  he  wel  mighte; 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wyse, 
Hen  doon  to  Crist  and  to  his  seint  servysa 


Here  is  ended  the  Secoode  Noonet  Tale. 
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THE  CANON'S  YEOMAN'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  prolog*  of  the  Chanona  Yemannes  Tale. 


Whas  ended  was  the  Ijf  of  seint  Cecyle, 
Br  we  liad  riden  faUy  ^e  xx^le,         555 
At  Boghton  under  Blee  ne  gan  aieke 
A  man,  that  clothed  was  in  clothes  blake, 
And  undemethe  he  hadde  a  -whjt  surplys. 
His  hakeney,  that  was  al  pomely  giys, 
80  swatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see ;  560 
It  semed  he  had  priked  myles  three. 
The  hois  eek  that  his  yeman  rood  npoii 
So  swatte,  that  nnnethe  mighte  it  gon.  (10) 
Aboate  the  peytrel  stood  the  foom  ftilhye, 
Hewasoffomealflekkedasapye.      565 
A  mole  tweyfold  on  his  croper  lay, 
It  semed  that  he  caried  lyte  array. 
Al  light  for  somer  rood  this  worthy  man, 
And  in  myn  herte  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  understood 
How  that  lus  doke  was  sowed  to  lus 

hood;  571 

For  which,  when  I  had  longe  avysed  me, 
I  demed  him  fom  chanon  for  to  be.  {x>) 
His  hat  heng  at  his  bak  doon  by  a  laas. 
For  he  had  riden  more  than  trot  or  paas; 
He  had  ay  priked  lyk  as  he  were  wood. 
A  dote-leef  he  hadde  under  his  hood  577 
For  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  firom 

hete. 
But  it  was  joye  for  to  seen  him  swete ! 
HIb  forheed  dropped  as  a  stillatorie,     580 
Were  fnl  of  plantain  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  com^  he  gan  to 

crjre, 
*  €h)d  save,'  quod  he,  *  this  joly  oompanye ! 
Faste  have  I  priked,*  qnod  he,  *  for  your 

sake,  (31) 

By-cause  that  X  wolde  yow  atake,        5^5 
To  xyden  in  this  mery  companye.' 
His  yeman  eek  was  fnl  of  onrteisye. 
And  seydej  *  sires,  now  in  the  morwe-tyde 
Out  of  your  hostelxye  I  saugh  you  lyde, 


And   warned   heer    my   lord    and    my 

soverayn,  590 

Which  that  to  xyden  with  yow  is  fnl  fayn , 

For  his  desport ;  he  loveth  daliaunoe.* 

*Freend,  for  thy  warning  god  yeve  thee 

good  chaunoe,'  (40) 

Than  ses^e  our  host,  *  for  oertes,  it  wolde 


Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  may  wel 
deme ;  595 

He  is  All  jocund  also,  dar  I  leye. 
Can  he  oght  telle  a  mery  tale  or  tweye, 
With  which  he  glade  may  this  oompanye  ? ' 
*Who,sire?  mylord?ye,  ye,withouten 

lye. 

He  can  of  murthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee    600 
Nat  but  ynough ;  also  sir,  trusteth  me, 
And  ye  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Te  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily  (50) 
He  ooude  werke,  and  that  in  sondry  wyse. 
He   hath  take   on  him   many  a  greet 

empryse,  605 

Which  were  fbl  hard  for  any  that  is 

here 
To  bringe  aboute,  but  they  of  him  it  lere. 
As  homely  as  he  rit  amonges  yow, 
If  ye  him  knewe,  it  wolde  be  for  your 

prow  J  609 

Te  wolde  nat  foigoon  his  aqueyntaunce 
For  mochel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  balaunce 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  possessiouxu 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discredoun,        (60) 
I  wame  you  wel,  he  is  a  passing  man/ 
*  Wel,'  quod  our  host,  *  I  pray  thee,  tel 

me  than,  615 

Is  he  a  clerk,  or  noon  ?  tel  what  he  is.' 

'  Nay,  he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,' 
Seyde  this  ygman,  *  and  in  wordes  fewe. 
Host,  of  his  cxafb  som-what  I  wol  yow 

flhewe*  6x9 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


658 


Z^t  tMiUvivitji  t^Afea. 


[t.  160S8-16170*. 


'  I  seye,  my  lord  can  swich  subtilitee — 
(But  al  his  craft  ye  may  nat  wite  at  me ; 
Andsom-whathelpe  lyet  tohiswerking)— 
That  al  this  groand  on  which  we  been 

ryding,  (70) 

Til  that  we  come  to  Caanterbnry  tonn, 
He  conde  al  clone  tnme  it  npHBO-donn,  62$ 
And  pave  it  al  of  silver  and  of  gold.' 

And  whan  this  yeman  hadde  thus  y-told 
Unto  onr  host,  he  seyde,  *  ben'ciU  ! 
This  thing  is  wonder  merveillons  to  me, 
Sin  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  pradenoe, 
By-cause  of  which  men  sholde  him  rever* 

ence,  631 

Th9,t  of  his  worship  rekketh  he  so  lyte ; 
His  oyeisloppe  nis  nat  worth  a  myte,  (80) 
As  in  effect,  to  him,  so  mote  I  go ! 
It  is  al  bandy  and  to-tore  also.  635 

"Why  is  thy  lord  so  sluttish,  I  thee  preye, 
And  is  of  power  better  cloth  to  beye, 
If  that  his  dede  aocorde  with  thy  speche? 
Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.* 
'  Why?'  quod  this  yeman,  ^  wherto  axe 

ye  mef  640 

€k>d  help  me  so,  fbr  he  shal  neyer  thee ! 
(But  I  wol  nat  avowe  that  I  seye, 
And  therfor  kepe  it  seoree,  I  yow  prejre). 
He  is  to  wys,  in  feith,  as  I  bileve ;        (91) 
Thatthati8overdoon,itwolnatpreve  (S45 
Aright,  as  derkes  seyn,  it  is  a  yyce. 
Wherfor  in  that  I  holde  him  lewed  and 

nyoe. 
For  whan  a  man  hath  over-greet  a  wit, 
Ful  oft  him  hai^>eth  to  misusen  it ; 
80  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth 

sore.  ,  650 

Qod  it  amende,  I  can  sey  yow  na-more.* 

*  Ther-of  no  fors,  good  yeman/  quod  our 

host; 
*Sin  of  the  conning  of  thy  lord  thou 

west,  (100) 

Tel  how  he  dooth,  I  pray  thee  hertely, 
Sin  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  dy.        655 
Wher  dwellen  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be?' 

*  In  the  saburbes  of  a  toun,'  quod  he, 

*  Lorkinge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blinde, 
Wher-as  Uiise  robbours  and  thise  thevee 

by  kinde 
Holden  hir  privee  ferefnl  residence,    660 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  presence ; 
80  £&ren  we,  if  I  shal  seye  the  sothe.' 


*  Now,'  quod  our  host,  *  yit  lat  me  talke 

to  the;  (no) 

Why  artow  so  discoloured  of  thy  face  ?' 

*  Peter ! '  quod  he,  *  god  yeve  it  harde 

grace,  66$ 

I  am  so  used  in  the  fyr  to  blowe. 
That  it  hath  chaung^  my  colour,  I  trowe. 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  mirour  to  piye, 
But  swinke  sore  and  leme  multiplye. 
We  blondren  ever  and  pouren  in  the  fyr, 
And  for  al  that  we  fayle  of  our  desyr,    671 
For  ever  we  lakken  our  condusioun. 
To  mochel  folk  we  doon  iUusioun,      (lao) 
And  borwe  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two. 
Or  ten,  or  twelve,  or  many  sommes  mo,  675 
And  make  hem  wenen,  at  the  leeste  weye,  f 
That  of  a  pound  we  coude  make  tweye !     ^ 
Yet  is  it  fals,  but  ay  we  ban  good  hope 
It  for  to  doon,  and  after  it  we  grope. 
But  that  science  is  so  fer  us  bifom,      680 
We  mowen  nat,  al-though  we  hadde  it 

sworn, 
It  overtake,  it  slit  awey  so  f^Etste ; 
It  wol  us  maken  beggers  atte  laste.'  (130) 
Whyl  this  yeman  was   thus  in   his 
talking. 
This  chanoun  drough  him  neer,  and  herde 
al  thing  685 

Which  this  yeman  spak,  for  suspecioun 
Of  mennes  speche*  ever  hadde  this  cha- 
noun. 
IV>r  Catoun  seith,  that  he  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  al  thing  be  spoke  of  him,  y-wis. 
That  was  the  cause  began  so  ny  himdrawe 
To  his  yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe.  691 
And  thus  he  seyde  un-to  his  yeman  tho, 

*  Hold  thou  thy  pees,  and  spek  no  wordes 

mo,  (140) 

For  if  thou  do,  thou  shalt  it  dere  abye ; 
Thou  sdaundrest  me  heer  in  this  com* 

panye,  695 

And  eek  disooverest  that  thou  sholdest 

hyde.' 

*  Te,'  quod  our  host,  *  telle  on,  what  so 

bityde; 
Of  al  his  threting  rekke  nat  a  myte ! ' 

*  In  feith,'  quod  he,  *  namore  I  do  but  lyte.' 

And  whan  ihis  chanon  saugh  it  woldo 
nat  be,  700 

But  his  yeman  wolde  telle  his  privetee, 
He  fledde  aweyfor  verray  sorwe  andshamo. 
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'  A ! '  quod  the  yemui,  *  heer  ihal  aiyse 
game,  (150) 

Al  that  I  can  anon  now  vnl  I  telle.  704 
Sin  he  ia  goon,  the  fonle  feend  him  qnelle ! 
For  never  her-after  wol  I  with  him  mete 
For  peny  ne  for  pound,  I  yow  bihete ! 
He  that  me  broghte  first  nnto  that  game, 
£r  that  he  dye,  iorwe  have  he  and  ihame ! 
For  it  if  emeet  to  me,  by  my  feith ;  710 
That  fele  I  wel,  what  ao  any  man  aeith. 


And  yet,  for  al  my  smerte  and  al  my 


For  al  my  aorwe,  labour,  and  meeohief, 
I  oonde  never  leve  it  in  no  wyse.        (161) 
Now  wdlde  god  my  wit  mighte  anf^Tse  715 
To  tellen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art ! 
Bat  nathelea  yow  wol  I  tellen  part ; 
Sin  that  my  lord  ia  gon,  I  wol  nat  spare ; 
Swidh  thing  as  that  I  knows,  I  wol  de- 
elare.' —  719 


Here  endeth  tb«  Prologe  of  the  Cbanonna  Yemannet  Tale. 


THE    CHANOUNS  YEMANNES    TALE. 


Hare  blgliineth  tha  Chanoima  Teman  Ua  Tale. 


[PHma  Pttn.] 

Wrra  this  chanomi  I  dwelt  have  seven 
yeer,  7^ 

And  of  his  science  am  I  never  the  neer. 
Al  that  I  hadde,  I  have  y-lost  tber-by ; 
And  god  wot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  L  (170) 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  right  Srmh.  and  gay 
Of  clothing  and  of  other  good  array,  72$ 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  npon  myn  heed ; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  firesh  and 

reed, 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe ; 
Who-so  it  nseth,  sore  shal  he  rewe. 
And  of  my  swink  yet  blered  is  myn  yfi,  730 
Lo !  which  avantage  is  to  mnltiply  e  ! 
That  slydingsciencehathme  maadsobare, 
That  I  have  no  good,  wher  that  ever  Ifare; 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by       (181 ) 
Of  gold  that  I  have  borwed,  trewely,    73s 
That  whyl  I  live,  I  shal  it  quyte  never. 
Lat  every  man  be  war  by  me  for  ever ! 
What  manor  man  that  oasteth  himther-to, 
If  he  oontinne,  I  holde  his  thrift  y-do. 
So  helpe  me  god,  ther-by  shal  he  nat  winne, 
But  empte  his  puis,  and  make  his  wittes 
thinne.  (188)  741 

And  whanhe,tlmrghhi8madneeandfolye, 


Hath  lost  his  owene  good  thurgh  jupartyo, 
Thanne  he  excyteth  other  folk  ther-to, 
To  lese  hir  good  as  he  him-self  hath  do.  743 
For  nnto  shrewes  joye  it  is  and  ese 
To  have  hir  felawes  in  peyne  and  dlsese ; 
Thns  was  I  ones  lemed  of  a  clerk. 
Of  that  no  charge,  I  wol  speke  of  oar  werk. 
Whan  we  been  ther  as  we  shal  exercyse 
Oar  elvish  craft,  we  semen  wonder  wyse, 
Oar  termes   been    so   dergial   and    so 
qneynte.  (199)  752 

I  blowe  the  fyr  til  that  myn  herte  feynte. 

What  sholde  I  tellen  ech  proporcioan 
Of  thinges  whiche  that  we  werche  apon, 
As  on  fyve  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wel  be,  756 
Of  silver  or  som  other  quantitee. 
And  bisie  me  to  teUe  yow  the  names 
Of  orpiment,  brent  bones,  yren  squames, 
That  into  poudre  grounden  been  f  ul  smal  ? 
And  in  an  erthen  potte  how  put  is  al,  761 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papeer,     (209) 
Bifom  thise  poudres  that  I  speke  of  heer, 
And  wel  y-covered  with  a  lampe  of  glas, 
And  mochel  other  thing  which  that  ther 
was?  7<^S 

And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enlnting, 
That  of  the  eyre  mighte  passe  oat  no-thing? 
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And  of  the  esy  fyr  and  smart  also, 
Which  that  was  maad,  and  of  the  oare 
and  wo  769 

That  we  hadde  in  onr  matirea  snhlynung, 

And  in  A,Tr>fl1gn.iy>iT^g  and  nnln^^Tiing 

Of  qnik-silyer,  y-olept  Meronxie  omde? 
For  alle  ma  jdeightwi  we  can  nat  con- 

dade.  (aao) 

Onr  orpiment  and  snUymed  lleroorie, 
Onr  gronnden  litarge  eolc  on  the  poiphnrie, 
Of  echof  thise  of  ooncesacerteyn       776 
Nought  helpeth  ns,  oar  labonr  is  in  Toyn. 
Ne  eek  oar  spirites  asoenoioan, 
Ne  oar  materes  that  lyen  al  fixe  adoan, 
Mowe  in  oar  working  no-thing  as  avayle. 
For  lost  is  al  oar  laboar  and  travayle,    781 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  deyel  weye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  upon  it  leye.     (230) 

Ther  is  also  ftil  many  anotiier  thing 
That  is  onto  onr  craft  apertening ;        785 
Thoagh  1 1^  ordre  hem  nat  reheroe  can, 
By-canse  that  I  am  a  lowed  man, 
Yet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  th^  oome  to  minde, 
Thoagh  I  ne  can  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kinde; 
As  bole  armoniak,  verdegrees,  boras,    790 
And  sondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas, 
Onr  arinales  and  oar  descensories, 
Yioles,  croslets,  and  snblymatories,    (340) 
Cacnrbites,  and  alembykes  eek, 
And  othere  swiche,  dere  y-noagh  a  leek. 
Nat  nedeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle,    796 
Watres  rabii^ing  and  boles  galle, 
Arsenik,  sal  armoniak,  and  brimstoon ; 
And  herbes  coade  I  telle  eek  many  oon. 
As  egxemoine,  valerian,  and  Innarie,  800 
And  othere  swiche,  if  that  me  liste  tarie. 
Oar  lampesbrenning  bothe  night  and  day. 
To  bzinge  aboate  oar  craft,  if  that  we 

may.  (250) 

Oar  foam^ys  eek  of  oalcinacioon, 
And  of  watres  albificaoioan,  805 

Unslekked  lym,  chalk,  and  gleyre  of  an  ^, 
Pondres  diverse,  asshes,  dong,  pisse,  and 

ol^, 
Cered  pokets,  sal  peter,  vitriole ; 
And  divers  tyres  maad  of  wode  and  cole ; 
Sal  tartre,  aUcaly,  and  sal  jnreparat,     810 
And  combust  materes  and  ooagalat, 
Cley  maad  with  hors  or  mannes  heer,  and 

oile 


Of  tartre,  alam,  glas^  berm,  wort,  and 

argoile,  (260) 

Besalgar,  and  oar  materes  enbibing ; 
And  eek  of  oar  materes  encoxpoiing,    815 
And  of  oar  silver  oitrinaoioan, 
Oar  cementing  and  fermentaoioan, 
Onr  ingottes,  testes,  and  many  mo. 

I  wol  yow  telle,  as  was  me  taught  also, 
The  foure  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevene. 
By  ordre,  as  ofte  I  herde  my  lord  hem 

nevene.  821 

The  flrste  spirit  quik-silver  called  is,  (269) 
The  second  orpiment,  the  thridde,  y-wis, 
Sal  armoniak,  and  the  ferthe  brimstoon. 
The  bodies  sevene  eek,  lo !  hem  heer  anoon : 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe,  826 
Mars  yren,  Mercnrie  qmk-silver  we  depe, 
Satumus  leed,  and  Jupiter  is  tin, 
A^d  Venus  coper,  hy  my  flader  kin !     829 

This  cursed  craft  who-so  wol  ezercyse, 
He  ahal  no  good  han  that  him  may  Bu£^8e ; 
Tm  al  the  good  he  spendeth  ther-«bonte. 
He  lese  shal,  therK>f  have  I  no  doute.  (280) 
Who-so  that  listeth  oaten  his  folye,     834 
Lat  him  oome  forth,  and  leme  multiplye ; 
And  every  man  that  oght  hath  inhis  oofire, 
Lat  him  appere,  and  weze  a  philosofire. 
Ascaunce  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lore  ? 
Nay,  nay,  god  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or 

f^nere. 
Freest  or  chanoun,  or  any  other  wight,  840 
Thoagh  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day  and 

night, 
In  lemyng  of  this  elvish  nyoe  lore, 
Al  is  in  veyn,  and  parde,  moohel  more ! 
To  leme  a  lowed  man  this  subtUtee,  (2^1) 
'fV^lspeknatther-of,foritwolnatbe;  845 
Al  conne  he  letterore,  or  oonne  he  noosi. 
As  in  effect,  he  shal  flnde  it  al  oon. 
For  bothe  two,  by  my  savaoioun, 
Condnden,  in  multiplioaoioun, 
Y-lyke  wel,  whan  they  ban  al  y-do ;     8190 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  flEkylen  bothe  two. 

Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  oorosif  and  of  limaiUe,        (300) 
And  of  bodyes  moHiiicacioan, 
And  also  of  hir  induradoun,  855 

Oiles,  abludons,  and  metal  f^ounble, 
To  tellen  al  wolde  passen  any  biUe 
That  o-wher  is ;  wherfor,  as  for  the  beste. 
Of  alle  thise  names  now  wd  I  me  reste. 
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For,  as  I  trowe,  Ihsveyow  toldytnowe  860 
To  r^yse  a  feend,  al  loke  he  narer  so  rows. 
Atni^Ilaibe;  the philnsophres stoon, 
Eludr  olept,  we  seohen  faste  eohoon ;  (310) 
For  hadde  we  him,  than  were  we  siker 

y-now. 
Bat,  nnto  god  of  heren  I  make  avow,  8€i5 
For  al  onr  craft,  whan  we  han  al  y-do, 
And  al  onr  sleighie,  he  wol  nat  come  ns  to. 
He  hath  y-maad  ns  spenden  moehal  good, 
For  sorwe  of  which  almost  we  wezen  wood, 
Bat  that  good  hope  crepeth  in  oar  herte, 
Sapposinge  ever,  thoagh  we  sore  smerte, 
To  be  releved  by  him  afterward ;  Sja 

Swioh  sapposing  «nd  hope  is  sharp  and 
hard;  (590) 

I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  to  seken  ever ; 
That  f atnr  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 875 
In  trnst  ther-of ,  from  al  tha*  ever  they 


Yet  of  that  art  they  caa  nat  wezen  sadde, 
For  onto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete ; 
Sosemethit;  lornadde  they  bat  a  shete 
Which  that  tliey  mighte  wzappe  hem  inne 

a-night,  880 

And  a  bak  to  walken  inne  hj  day4i^t. 
They  wolde  hem  selle  and  spenden  on  this 

craft;  (3«9> 

They  can  nat  stinte  til  no-thing  be  laft. 
And  evetrmoce,  wher  that  ever  they  goon. 
Hen  may  hem  knowe  hj  mneik  of  brim- 

sto<m;  885 

For  al  the  world,  th^  stinken  as  a  goot ; 
Her  savoor  is  so  rammish  and  so  hoot. 
That,  thoagh  a  man  fkom  hem  a  m^  be. 
The  savoar  wol  infeote  him,  trosteth  me'; 
Lo,  thus  I7  smelling  and  threedbare  array, 
If  that  men  liste,  thisfolk  they  knowe  may. 
Andif  amanwolaskehemprively,  892 
Why  they  been  olothedso  onthriftily,  (340) 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyn,  that  if  that  they  espyed  were, 
Men  wolde  hem.  slee,  by-eanso   of  hir 

scienoe;  896 

Lo,  thos  this  folk  bitrayen  innooenoe  t 
Passe  over  this ;  I  go  my  tale  nn-ta 
£r  than  the  poi  be  on  the  f^r  y-do, 
Of  metals  with  a  oartein  qoantitee,      900 
Ky  lord  hem  tempxeth,  and  no  man  bat 


Kow  he  is  goon,  I  dar  seyn  boldely — 
For,as  men  seyn,he  can  don  craftily ;  (350) 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  fol  ofte  he  renneth  in  ablame ;  905 
And  wite  ye  how  ?  fal  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
The  pot  to-breketh,  and  fkrewel !  al  is  go ! 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence, 
Oar  walles  mowe  nat  make  hem  resistence. 
Bat  iftheyweren  wroght  of  lym  andstoon ; 
They  peroen  so,  and  thorgh  the  wal  th^ 
goon,  911 

And  somme   of  hem  sinken  in-to  the 
gnmnd—  (359) 

Thos  han  we  lost  by  tymes  many  a  poond^ 
Andsommeare  soatered  al  the  floor  aboate, 
Somme  lepe  in-to  the  roof;   with-ooten 
doate,  915 

Thoagh  that  the  feend  noght  in  onr  sighte 

himshewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  as  be,  that  ilke  shrews ! 
In  helle  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Nis  ther  more  wo,  ne  more  ranooor  ne  iro. 
Whan  that  oar  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 
sayd,  9ao 

Xvexy  man  chit,  and  halt  him  yvel  apayd. 
80m  seyde,  it  was  long  on  the  fyr- 
making,  (369) 

Som  seyde,  nay  I  it  was  on  the  blowing ; 
(Than  waslfered,  for  that  was  myn  office); 
'StrawP  qoodthethridde,  'yebeenlewed 
and  nyce,  925 

It  was  nat  tenq»rsd  as  it  oghte  be.' 
*Nay !'  qnod  the  ferthe,  *  stint,  and  herkne 

me; 
JQy-oaose  oor^  ne  was  nat  maadof  beech, 
That  is  the  caose,  and  other  noon,  so 

theeoh!' 
I  can  nat  telle  wher-on  it  was  long,     930 
Bat  wel  I  wot  greet  stryf  is  as  among. 
*  What !'  qaod  my  lord,  *  ther  is  na-more 
to  done. 
Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  eft^one;  (386) 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  poi  was  erased. 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no-thing  wmasod  ;  935 
As  nsage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  as  swythe, 
Flakke  op  yonr  hertes,  and  beth  gladde 
andblythe.* 
The  mnllok  on  an  hepe  y«wiqped  was, 
And  on  the  floor  y-oast  a  canevas, 
AndalAismoUokinashrey-thxowe,  940* 
And  sifted,  and  y-pikedmany  a  throws. 
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*  Pardee,'  quod  oon,  'somwhat  of  our 

metal 
Yet  is  ther  heer ,  ihong^  Uiat  we  han  nat  aL 
Al-thoQgih  this  tliiii^  inisha|q;>ed  have  as 

now,  (39O 

Another  tyme  it  may  be  wel  y-now,     5^5 
Us  moste  patte  onr  good  in  aTentore  ; 
A  marohant,  parde  I  may  nat  ay  endaxe 
Trosteth  me  wel,  in  his  proqperitee ; 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenohed  in  the  see, 
And  somtym  comth  it  saof  nn*to  the 

londe.'  950 

*  Pees !  *  qnod  my  lord,  *  the  next  lyme 

I  wol  fonde  (398) 

To  bringe  our  craft  al  in  another  plyte ; 
And  but  I  do,  sirs,  lat  me  han  the  wyte ; 
Ther  was  defante  in  som-what,  wel  I  woot' 
Another  seyde,  the  1^  was  oyer  hoot  :— 
But,  be  it  hoot  or  oold,  I  dar  seye  this,  956 
That  we  concladen  evermore  amis. 
We  fayle  of  that  which  that  we  wolden 

have, 
And  in  oar  madnesse  evermore  we  rave. 
And  whan  we  been  togidres  everiohoon. 
Every  man  semeth  a  Salomon.  961 

Bat  al  thing  which  that  shyneth  as  the 

gold  (409) 

Nis  nat  gold,  as  that  I  have  herd  it  told ; 
Ne  every  appel  that  is  fiur  at  yS 
Ne  IB  nat  good,  what4o  men  olappe  or 

ciye.  965 

Bight  so,  lo !  fareth  it  anumges  as ; 
He  that  semeth  the  wysest,  by  Jesos ! 
Is  most  fool,  whan  it  oometh  to  the  preef ; 
And  he  that  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef ; 
That  shol  ye  knowe,  er  that  I  fro  yow 

wende,  970 

Qy  that  I  of  my  tale  have  maad  an  ende. 
Explicit  prima  para, 
M  aequUur  part  tecunda* 
Ther  is  a  ohaaoon  of  religioon 
Amonges  ns,  wolde  infeote  al  a  toon,  (400) 
Though  it  as  greet  were  as  was  Kinivee, 
Bome,  Alisaandre,Troye,  andothere  three. 
HissleightesandhisinflnitfUsnesse    976 
Ther  coade  no  man  wiyten,  as  I  gesse, 
Thogh  that  he  mighte  liven  a  thoosand 

yeer. 
In  al  this  world  of  fnlshede  nis  his  peer ; 
Tor  in  his  termes  so  he  wolde  him  winde, 


And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  sly  a  Idnde,  gSt 
Whan  he  commune  shal  with  any  wight, 
That  he  wol  make  him  doten  anon  right. 
But  it  a  feend  be,  as  him-selven  is.  (431) 
Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  bigyled  er  this. 
And  wol,  if  that  he  live  may  a  whyle ;  986 
And  yet  men  ryde  and  goon  ful  many  a 

myle 
Him  for  to  soke  and  have  his  aqneynt- 

aimoe, 
Noght  knowinge  of  his  fUse  govemaunce. 
And  if  yow  list  to  yeve  me  audience,   990 
I  wol  it  tellen  beer  in  your  presence. 
But  woxshipftil  chanouns  religious, 
Ne  doooeth  nat  that  I  solaundre  your  hous, 
Al-thoughmy  taleof  achanounbe.  (441) 
Of  every  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  parde,    995 
And  god  forbede  that  al  a  companye 
Shdlde  rewe  a  dnguler  mannes  folye. 
To  sclaondre  yow  is  no-thingmyn  entente, 
But  to  oorreoten  that  is  mis  I  mente. 
This  tale  was  nat  only  told  for  yow,  xooo 
But  eek  for  othere  mo ;  ye  woot  wel  how 
That,  among  Cristes  apostelles  twelve, 
Ther  nas  no  traytour  but  Judas  him-selve. 
Than  why  shdde  al  the  remenant  have 

blame  (451) 

That  giltlees  were  ?  by  yowlseye  the  same. 
Save  only  this,  if  ye  wol  herkne  me,  iou6 
If  any  Judas  in  your  oovent  be, 
Bemeveth  him  bitymes,  I  yow  rede, 
IfshameorlosmayoausMianydrede.  1009 
And  both  no-thing  diQ)le8ed,  I  yow  preye, 
But  in  thii  oasherknetli  whAt  I  shal  seye. 

In  London  was  a  preest,  an  annueleer, 
That  therin  dwelled  hadde  many  a  yeer. 
Which  was  so  plesaunt  and  so  servisable 
Unto  the  wyf,  wher-as  he  was  at  table,  (462) 
That  she  wolde  snffire  him  nothing  for  to 
paye  1016 

For  bord  ne  dothing,  wente  he  never  so 

And  q»ending-Bilver  hadde  he  ri^t  y-now.  • 
Therof  no  fors ;  I  wol  precede  as  now,  1019 
And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  chanoun. 
That  broghte  this  preest  to  oonftisioian. 
This  false  chanoun  cam  up-on  a  day 
Unto  this  preestes  dhambre,  "vdier  he  lay, 
Biseching  him  to  lene  him  a  oerteyn  (471) 
Of  gold,  and  he  wolde  quyteit  hixaag^yn. 
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*  Lene  me  a  nuurk/  quod  he,  *  bat  dayes 

three,  1026 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  qvyten  thee. 
And  if  80  be  that  thou  me  finde  iala. 
Another  day  do  hange  me  hy  the  halfl !' 
This  preest  him  took  a  mark,  and  that 

as  swythe,  icgo 

And  this  chanovm  him  thanked  ofte^ythe, 
AxmI  took  his  leve,  and  wente  forth  his 

w^e,  (479) 

And  at  the  thridde  day  broghte  his  moneye, 
And  to  the  preest  he  took  his  gold  agayn, 
Wherof  this  preest  was  w<mder  ^ad  and 

feyn.  1035 

*  Certes,'  qnod  he,  *no-thing  anojreth  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble,  or  two  or  three, 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possesskmn, 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condioknm, 
Thatinnowysehebrekewolhisday;  kv^o 
To  swioh  a  man  I  can  never  seye  nay.' 

*  What  r  qnod  this  chanonn,  *  sholde  I 

be  ontrewe?  (489) 

Kay,  that  were  thing  y^Ulen  al  of-newa 
Tronthe  is  a  thing  tiiat  I  wol  ever  kepe 
Un-to  that  day  in  which  that  I  shal  crepe 
In-to  my  grave,  and  elles  god  forbede ;  1046 
Bileveth  this  as  siker  as  is  yonr  crede. 
CK>d  thanke  I,  and  in  goodtymebeit  sayd. 
That  ther  was  never  man  yet  yvel  apayd 
For  gold  ne  silver  that  he  to  me  lente,  1050 
Ne  never  falshede  in  myn  herte  I  mente. 
And  sir,'  qnod  he, '  now  of  my  privetee. 
Sin  ye  so  goodlich  han  been  nn-to  me,  (500) 
Andkythedtomesogreetgentillesse,  1054 
Somwhat  to  qnyte  with  yonr  kindenesse, 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and,  if  yow  list  to  lere, 
I  wol  yow  teohe  pleynly  the  manere, 
How  I  can  werken  in  philoeophye. 
Taketh  good  heed,  ye  shnl  wel  seen  at  y0. 
That  I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.*    1060 

*  Ye,'  qnod  the  preest,  'ye,  sir,  and  wol 

ye  so? 
Karie !  thei^of  I  pray  yow  hertely  I'  (909) 

'  At  yoQT  oomandement,  sir,  trewely,' 
Qnod  the  ohanoon,  'andeUesgodforbede ! ' 
Lo,  how  this  theef  conde  his  servyse 

bede!  1065 

Fol  sooth  it  is,  that  swich  profired  servyse 
Stinketh,  as  witnessen  thise  olde  wyse ; 
And  that  tul  sone  I  wol  it  verifye 
In  this  chanonn,  rote  of  al  trechcrye,  1069 


That  ever-more  delyt  hath  and  gladnease — 
Swich  fBendly  thong^tes  in  his  herte  im- 

presse — 
How  Cristes  peple  he  may  to  mesohief 

bringe ;  (519) 

Ghxl  kepe  ns  Arom  his  fals  dissimnlinge  ! 
No^t  wiste  this  preest  with  whom  that 

he  delte, 
Ne  of  his  harm  oominge  he  no-thing  felte. 
O  sely  preest !  O  sely  innocent !  1076 

With  ooveityse  anon  thon  shalt  be  blent  1 
0  gracelees,  ftil  Uind  is  thy  conceit, 
No-thing  ne  artow  war  of  the  deceit 
Which  that  this  fox  y-shapen  hath  to  thee ! 
His  wyly  wrenches  Uion  ne  mayst  nat  flee. 
Wherfor,  to  go  to  the  condusionn      1082 
That  refereth  to  thy  oonfVisionn,         (530) 
Unhappy  man  !  anon  I  wol  me  hye 
To  tellen  thyn  nnwit  and  thy  folye,    1085 
And  eek  the   fiJsnesse   of  that   other 

wrecche. 
As  ferfbrth  as  that  my   conning  may 

strecohe. 
This  chanonn  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 

wene? 
Sir  host,  in  feith,  and  hy  the  hevenes 

qnene. 
It  was  another  chanonn,  and  nat  he,  1090 
That  can  an  hundred  fold  more  snbtiltee ! 
He  hath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme ; 
Of  his  fidshede  it  dnlleth  me  to  ryme.  (540) 
Ever  whan  that  I  speke  of  his  fidshede, 
For  shame  of  him  my  chekes  wezen  rede ; 
Algates,  they  biginnen  for  to  glowe,  1096 
For  reednesse  have  I  noon,  right  wel  I 

knowe. 
In  my  visage ;  for  ftimes  dyverse 
Of  metals,  which  ye  han  herd  me  reherce, 
Consmned  and  wasted  han  my  reednesse. 
Now  tak  heed  of  this  ohanoans  cnrsed- 

nesse!  iioi 

*  Sir,'  qnod  he  to  the  preest,  *  lat  yoxuc 

mangon  (549) 

For  qnik-silver,  that  we  it  hadde  anon ; 
And  lat  him  bringen  ounces  two  or  three ; 
And  whan  he  comth,  as  faste  shnl  ye  see 
A  wcmder  thing,  which  ye  sangh  never  er 

this.'  1 106 

*  Sir,'  qnod  the  preest,  *  it  shal  be  doon, 

y-wis.' 
He  l)«d  his  semAt  feochen  him  this  thing, 
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And  he  al  redy  was  at  his  bidding, 

And  wente  him  forthf  and  oam  anon 

agayn  mo 

With  this  qnik-Bilyer,  soothly  for  to  sayn, 
And  took  thise  oonoea  three  to  the  cha- 

nonn;  (559) 

And  he  hem  leyde  £iiyre  and  wel  adotin, 
And  bad  the  servant  coles  for  to  bringe, 
That  he  anon  mighte  go  to  his  'werldnge. 
The  coles  right  anon  weren  y-fet,    1116 
And  this  chanonn  took  oat  a  orosselet 
Of  his  bosom,  and  shewed  it  the  preset. 
(This  instrument,'  quod  he,  *whioh  that 

thonseest, 
Tak  in  thyn  hand,  and  put  ihy««etf  ther- 

inne  iiso 

Of  this  qnik-cQver  an  otmoe,  and  heer  bi- 

glnne, 
In  the  name  of  Grist,  toiPtxe  a  phiLoaofice. 
Ther  been  ftd  fidwe,  whiohe  that  I  wolde 

profre  (570) 

To  she  wen  hem  thus  mnohe  of  my  seienee. 
For  ye  shol  seen  heer,  by  experience,  1125 
That  this  quik'SilTer  wol  I  mortifye 
Bight  in  yonr  sights  anon,  withonten  lye, 
And  make  it  as  good  silver  and  as  fyn 
As  ther  is  any  in  yonr  purs  or  myn, 
Or  elleswher,  and  make  it  maHiaWfl ;  1130 
And  elles,  holdeth  me  £eJs  and  nnaUe 
Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appers !       (579) 
I  have  a  pendre  heer,  that  ooste  me  dare, 
8hal  make  al  good,  for  it  is  osose  of  al 
Hy  oonning,  whioh  that  I  yow  shewen 

shaL  1135 

ypydeth  yonr  man,  and  lat  him  be  ther> 

onte, 
And  shet  the  dare,  whyls  we  been  abonte 
Oar  privetee,  that  no  man  as  espye 
Whyls  that  we  werke  in  this  philosophye.* 
Al  as  he  bad,  fVdfUled  was  in  dede,     1140 
This  ilke  servant  anon-right  oat  yede, 
And  his  maister  shette  the  dore  amm, 
And  to  hir  laboar  speedily  they  gon.  (590) 
This  preest,  at  this  oomd  Aha^^^T^f 

bidding, 
Up-on  the  fyr  anon  sette  this  thiag,  1145 
And  blew  the  fyr,  and  biaied  him  iU  iktfte ; 
And  this  chanoon  in-to  the  oroslet  easts 
A  poadre,  noot  I  wher-of  that  it  was 
Y-maad,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas, 
Or  som-what  eUes,  was  nat  wvtrtha  flye 


To  Uynde  with  the  preest ;  and  bad  him 

bye  1 151 

The  odles  for  to  conohen  al  above       (599) 
The  croalet;    *for,  in  tokening  I  thee 

love,' 
Qnod  this  ehanonn, '  thyn  owene  hondes 

two 
Shol  werohe  al  thing  iHiieh  that  shal  heer 

be  do.'  1 155 

'  Ghrannt  mercy,'  qaod  the  preest,  and 

was  ftd  glad, 
And  eoaohed  ooles  as  the  ohanoan  bad. 
And  whyle  he  Xiigy  was,  this  feendly 

wreoohe, 
This  falB  chanoon,  the  foole  feend  him 

feoohel 
Oatof  hisbo«>mtookabedhenc<^  1160 
In  which  taX  sabtflly  was  maad  an  hole. 
And  ther-in  pnt  was  of  sQver  lymaUle 
An  oanoe,  and  stopped  was,  witii-ooten 

fiiyle,  (dio) 

The  hole  with  wez,  to  kepe  the  lymail  in« 
And  nnderstondeth,  that  this  fiilse  gin 
Was  nat  maad  ther,  bot  it  was  maad 

bilbre ;  1166 

And  othere  thinges  I  shal  telle  mere 
Hezafterward,  whioh  that  he  with  him 

broghte; 
Er  he  cam  ther,  him  to  bigyle  he  thoghte, 
And  so  he  dide,  er  that  they  wente 

a4winne;  1170 

Til  he  had  terved  him,  ooade  henot  blinne. 
It  dalleth  me  whan  that  I  of  him  speke. 
On  his  falihede  f ayn  wolde  I  me  wreke. 
If  I  wiste  how ;  bat  he  is  heer  and  ther : 
He  is  00  variaiant,  he  abit  no-whee.     1175 
Bat  taketh  heed  now,  sirs,  for  goddea 

love!  (6a3) 

He  took  his  ode  of  n^iieh  I  spak  above. 
And  in  his  bond  he  baar  it  prively. 
And  whyls  the  preest  coachede  basily 
The  ooles,  as  I  tolde  yow  er  this,         ii8d 
This  ohanoonseyde,  *freend,  ye  doon  amis; 
This  is  nat  ooaohed  as  it  og^te  be ; 
BM  sons  I  shal  amenden  it,*  qood  he.  (630) 
'  Now  lat  me  medle  therwith  bata  whyle, 
Eor  of  yow  have  I  pitee,  hj  seint  Oyle!  11^5 
Te  been  right  hoot,  I  see  wel  how  ye  swvte. 
Have  heer  a  doth,  and  wype  aw^  the 

wete.' 
Andwhyleethat  the  preest  wyped  hisfiwei 
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Thif  ohanoan  took  hif  eole  with  harde 

grace,  "89 

And  leyde  it  above,  np-on  the  middeward 

Of  the  croelet,  and  blew  wel  afkerwaxd, 

Til  that  the  coles  gonne  fute  brenne. 

'  Now  yeye  ns  diinke,*  quod  the  ohanonn 

thenne,  (640) 

*  As  swythe  al  shal  be  wel,  I  undertake  *, 
Sitte  we  doan,  and  lat  ns  mery  make.'  1 195 
And  whan  that  this  chanonnes  beohen 

cole 
Was  brent,  althe  lymaille,  oat  of  the  hole, 
Into  the  oroslet  fil  anon  adoon ; 
And  so  it  moste  nodes,  hy  resonn. 
Sin  it  so  even  aboven  oonched  was ;    laoo 
Bnt  ther-of  wiste  the  preest  no-thing,  alas! 
He  denied  alle  the  ooles  y-liohe  good, 
For  of  the  sleighte  he  no-^hing  under* 

stood.  (650) 

And  whan  this  alkamistresangh  his  tyme, 

*  I^  np,*  qnod  he, '  sir  preest,  and  stondeth 

hjme;  i  jos 

And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  h«ve  je  noon, 
Goth,  walkethforth,  and  bring  us  aohalk- 

stoon; 
For  I  wol  make  oon  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hap^ 
And  bringeth  eek  with  yow  a  boUe  or 

a  panne,  1210 

Fal  of  water,  and  ye  shnl  see  wel  thanne 
How  that  onr  bisinespo  shal  thiyve  and 

prove. 
And  yet|  for  ye  shnl  han  no  misbileve  (660) 
Ne  wrong  ooooeit  of  me  in  your  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  oat  ofyonrprcsenoe»  1215 
But  go  with  yow,  and  eome  with  yow 

ageyn.' 
The  chambre-dore,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
Th^  opened  and  shette,  and  wente  hlr 

weye. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  oarieden  the 

keye,  U19 

And  come  agayn  with-onten  any  delay. 
What  sholde  I  tacien  al  the  longe  di^? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shoqp  it  In  the 

wyse 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  deryse.      (670) 

I  seye,  he  took  ont  of  his  owene  slave 
A  t^yne  of  silver  (yvele  mote  he  oheve !) 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  but  an  onnee  of 

weighte ;  1226 


And   taketh    heed  now  of  his  cursed 

deightel 
He  shoop  his  ingot,  in  lengthe  and  eek 

in  brede. 
Of  this  teyne,  with-onten  any  drede, 
So  slyly,  tiiat  the  preest  it  nat  espyde ;  1 250 
And  in  his  sieve  agayn  he  gan  it  hyde ; 
And  fro  the  fyr  he  took  np  his  matere. 
And  in  th'ingot  patte  it  with  mexy  chore. 
And  in  the  waier-vessel  he  it  caste    <68i) 
Whan  that  him  Inste,  and  bad  the  preest 

as  faste,  1235 

*  Look  what  ther  is,  pot  in  thyn  hand  and 

grope, 
Thow  finde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope ; 
Whai,de^ofheUe!  sholde  it  elles  be  ? 
Slaving  of  silver  silver  is,  pardee  !  * 
He  putte  his  bond  in,  and  took  up  a  t^yne 
Of  silver  tytL,  and  glad  in  every  veyne  1241 
Was  this  preest,  whan  he  saogh  that  it 

was  so. 

*  Qoddes  blessing;  and  his  modres  also,  (690) 
And  alle  halwes  have  ye,  sir  chanonn,* 
Seyde  this  preest,  *and  I  Mr  malisonn,  1245 
Bat,  and  ye  vonohe-eaof  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  sabtilitee, 

I  wok  be  youre,  in  al  that  ever  I  may  I ' 

Qaod  the  chanonn,  *  yet  wol  I  nkake  assay 
The  seoond  tyme^  that  ye  may  taken  hede 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  yonr  node 
Another  day  assaye  in  myn  absence  1252 
This  disoiplyne  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quod  he  the,  (701) 
'  Of quik^ilver,  with-oaten  wordes  mo,  1255 
And  do  ther-with  as  ye  han  doon  er  this 
With  that  other,  which  thai  now  silver  is.' 
This  preest  him  biaieth  in  al  that  he  can 
To  doon  as  this  ohanoan,  this  oorsed  man, 
Comanded  him,  and  fiute  he  blew  the  fyr, 
Fortooometoth'effiMstofhisdesjrr.  ia6i 
And  this  ohanoan,  ri^^t  in  the  mene 

whyle, 
Al  redy  was,  the  preest  eft  to  bigyle,  (710) 
And,  for  acoantenance,  in  hishandehe  bar 
An  holwe  stlkke  (tak  keep  and  be  war !) 
In  the  ende  of  which  on  ounce,  and 
n»-more,  1266 

Of  silver  lynudl  put  was,  as  bifore 
Was  in  his  cole,  and  stopped  with  wez 

weel 
For  to  kepe  in  his  lymail  every  deel. 
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And  whyl  tluB  preest  was  in  his  biiineage, 
This  ohanonn  with  his  stikke  gan  him 

dresse  xa/x 

To  him  anon,  and  his  ponder  caste  in  (719) 
As  he  did  er ;  (the  devel  out  of  his  skin 
Him  texre,  I  pray  to  god,  for  hisfiUshede ; 
For  he  -was  erer  fals  in  thog^t  and  dede) ; 
And  with  this  stikke,  above  the  oroelet, 
That  was  ordeyned  with  that  false  gei, 
He  stired  the  ocdes,  til  relente  gan 
The  wex  agaj^  the  fyr,  as  every  man, 
Bat  it  a  fool  be,  woot  wel  it  mot  nede,  xaSo 
And  al  that  in  the  stikke  was  oat  yede. 
And  in  the  oroslet  hastily  it  feL  (729) 

Now  gode  sirs,  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wel? 
Whan  that  this  preest  thos  was  bigyled 

ag^yn,  M84 

Snpposing  noght  bnt  troathe,  Both  to  seyn. 
He  was  so  glad,  that  I  can  nat  ezpresse 
In  no  manere  his  mizthe  and  his  glad- 


And  to  the  chanoon  he  profired  eftsona 
Body  and  good ;  *ye,*  qnod  the  ohanonn 

sone, 
<  Though  povre  I  be,  enfty  thou  shalt  me 

finde ;  1390 

I  wame  thee,  yet  is  ther  more  bihinde. 
Is  ther  any  ooper  her-inne? '  s^e  he. 
*Ye,'  qnod  the  preest,  *sir,  I  tzowe  wel 

ther  be.'  (740) 

*Elles  go  bye  ns  som,  and  that  as  swythe. 
Now,  gode  sir,  go  forth  thy  way  and 

hythe.» 
He  wente  his  w^,  and  with  the  ooper 

cam,  i^ 

And  this  ohanonn  it  in  his  handes  nam, 
And  of  that  ooper  weyed  out  bnt  an  oance. 
Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  pronoonoe, 
As  ministre  of  my  wit,  the  doablenesse 
Of  this  ohanonn,  roteofalonzsednesse.  1301 
He  semed  freendly  to  hem  that  knewe 

him  noght. 
Bat  he  was  fiBendly  bothe  in  herte  and 

thoght.  (750) 

It  werieth  me  to  telle  of  hisfalanesse. 
And  nathelees  yet  wol  I  it  expsesse,    1.^105 
To  th'entente  that  men  maybe  war  therby. 
And  for  noon  other  oaose,  treiwely. 
He  pntte  his  oonoe  of  coper  in  the 

oroslet. 
And  on  the  ^  as  swythe  he  ha;th  it  set, 


And  caste  in  pondre,  and  made  the  preest 

to  blowe,  1310 

And  in  his  working  for  to  stoope  lowe, 
As  he  dide  er,  and  al  nas  bat  a  jape ; 
Bight  as  him  Uste,  the  preest  he  made 

his  ape ;  (760) 

And  afterward  in  th'ingot  he  it  caste. 
And  in  the  i>anne  pntte  it  at  the  laste  1315 
Of  water,  and  in  he  pntte  his  owene  hond. 
And  in  his  sieve  (as  ye  bifom-hond 
Herde  me  telle)  he  hadde  a  silver  teyne. 
He  slyly  took  it  oat,  this  onrsed  heyne — 
Unwiting  this  preest  of  his  f^lse  craft — 
And  in  the  pannes  botme  he  hath  it  laft ; 
And  in  the  water  rombled  to  and  firo. 
And  wonder  prively  took  np  also       (770) 
The  ooper  t^yne,  noght   knowing  this 

I^reest, 
And  hidde  it,  and  him  hente  by  the  breest, 
And  to  him  spak,  and  thos  seyde  in  his 

game,  1326 

*  Stonpeth  adoon,  by  god,  ye  be  to  blame, 
Helpeth  me  now,  as  I  dide  yow  whyl-er, 
Pntte  in  yoor  hand,  and  loketh  what  is 

ther.*  1309 

This  preest  took  np  this  silver  teyne  anon. 
And  thanne  s^yde  the  ohanonn,  *  lat  ns 

gon 
With  thise  three  toynes,  whioh  that  we 

han  wroght, 
To  som  goldsmith,  and  wite  if  they  been 

oght.  (780) 

For,  by  my  fexth,  I  nolde,  for  myn  hood, 
Bnt-if  that  they  were  silver,  fyn  and 

good,  1335 

And  that  as  sw3rthe  proved  shal  it  be.' 
Un-to  the  goldsmith  with  thise  teynes 

three 
They  wente,  and  pntte  thisetaynesinasny 
Tofyrand  hamer ;  mighte  no  manseynajr, 
Bnt  that  they  weren  as  hem  oghte  be. 
This  sotted  preest,  who  was  gladder 

than  he  ?  i34< 

Was  never  brid  gladder  agayn  the  day, 
Ne  nightingale,  in  the  sesoon  of  May,  (790) 
Nas  never  noon  that  Inste  bet  to  singe ; 
Ne  lady  Instier  in  caroUnge  1345 

Or  fbr  to  speke  of  love  and  wommanheda, 
Ne  knight  in  armes  to  doon  an  hardy  dede 
To  stonde  in  grace  of  his  lady  dere, 
Thanhad  this  preest  this  soxy  ozait  to  lara; 
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And  to  the  ohanonn  thus  he  ipak  and 
■eyde,  1350 

*  For  love  of  god,  that  for  ns  alle  deyde, 
And  as  I  may  deserve  it  nn-to  yow, 
What  shal  this  reoeit  ooete  r  telleth  now !  * 

*  By  onr  lady/  quod  thischanonn,  *  it  is 

dere,  (801) 

I  wame  yow  wel ;  for,  save  I  and  a  firere, 
In  Engelond  ther  can  no  man  it  make.' 

*  No  fors,'  qnod  he,  *  now,  sir,  for  goddes 

sake,  1357 

What  shal  I  paye?  telleth  me,  I  prssre.' 

*T-wi8,'  qnod  he,  *it  is  ftd  dere,  I  seye ; 
Sir,  at  o  word,  if  that  thee  list  it  have. 
Ye  shnl  paye  fonrty  ponnd,  so  god  me 

save  I  1361 

And,  nere  the  fireendship  that  ya  dide  er 

this 
To  me,  ye  sholde  paye  more,  y-wis.'    (810) 
This  preest  the  somme  of  Ibnrty  jNyond 

anon 
Of  nobles  fetto,  and  took  hem  ereriohon 
To  this  ehanonn,  for  this  ilke  receit ;  1366 
Al  his  working  nas  but  frandeaaddeoeit. 

*  Sir  preset,' he  seyde,  *  I  kepe  hanno  loos 
Of  my  oraft,  f or  I  w(dde  it  kept  were  does ; 
And  as  ye  love  me,  kepeth  it  seoree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  knewe  al  my  snbtilitee, 
By  god,  th^  wolden  han  so  greet  envye 
To  me,  by-caose  of  my  pMlosophs^  (8x>) 
I  sholde  be  deed,  ther  were  non  other 

weye.* 
*God   it   forbedef  qnod   the  preest, 

*  what  sey  ye  ?  *  1375 

Yet  hadde  I  lever  spenden  al  the  good 
Which  that  I  have  (and  elles  wexe  I  wood  I) 
Than  that  ye  sholdan  falle  in  swich  mes- 

cheef.' 

*  For  yonr  good  wil,  sir,  have  ye  rig^t 

goodpreef,' 
Qnod  the  chanonn,  *and  far-wel,  grant 

mercy ! '  1380 

He  wente  his  wey  and  never  the  preest 

himqr 
After  that  day;  and  whan  that  tiiis  preest 

sholde  (839) 

Maken  assay,  at  swich  ^jrme  as  he  wolde. 
Of  this  receit,  f)ar-wel  I  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thus  byjaped  and  bigyled  was  he  I  1385 
Thus  maketh  he  his  intiodnccionn 
To  bringe  folk  to  hir  destmccionn. — 


Considereth,   sirs,   how  that,  in  ech 


Bitwixe  men  and  gold  ther  is  debaat 
So  ferforth,  that  nnnethes  is  ther  noon. 
This  multiplying  blent  so  many  oon,  1391 
That  in  good  feith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  oaose  grettest  of  swich  scarsetee.  (840) 
Philosophres  speken  so  mistily 
In  this  oiafb,  that  men  can  nat  come 

therby,  1395 

For  any  wit  that  men  han  now  a-dayes. 
They  mowe  wel  chiteren,  as  doon  thise 

jayes. 
And  in  her  termes  sette  hir  lust  and  peyne. 
But  to  hir  pnrpos  shnl  th^  never  attejme. 
A  man  may  lightly  leme,  if  he  have  anght, 
To  mnltiplye,  and  bringe  his  good  to 

naught !  (&48)  1401 

Lol  swiohaluorsisinthishistygame, 
A  mannes  mirths  it  woltomeun-tograme, 
And  empten  also  grete  and  hevy  purses. 
And  maken  folk  for  to  purohasen  curses 
Of  hem,  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent. 
O !  fy  I  fbr  shame !  they  that  han  been 

brent,  1407 

Alias !  can  th^  nat  flee  the  tyres  hete  ? 
Ye  that  it  use,  I  rede  ye  it  lete, 
Lest  ya  lese  al ;  for  bet  than  never  is 

lata.  14 10 

Never  to  thryve  were  to  long  a  date. 
Though  ye  proUe  ay,  ye  shul  it  never 

flnde ;  (859) 

Ye  been  as  bolde  as  is  Bi^yard  the  blinde. 
That  blundreth  fbrth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon; 
He  is  as  bold  to  renne  agayn  a  stoon  1415 
As  for  to  goon  be^ydes  in  the  weye. 
So  fikren  ye  that  mnltiplye,  I  seye. 
If  that  your  y6n  can  nat  seen  uright, 
Loke  that  yonr  minde  lakke  nought  his 

sight.  (866) 

For,  though  ya  loke  never  so  brode,  and 

stare,  14^0 

Ye  shul  nat  winnea  myteonthat  chafiEare, 
But  wasten  al  that  ye  may  rape  and  renne. 
Withdrawe  the  fyr,  lest  it  to  faste  brenne ; 
Medleth  na-more  with  that  art,  I  mene, 
For,  if  ye  doon,  your  thnfk  is  goon  fol 

clone.  1435 

And  right  as  swythe  I  wol  yow  tellen  bore, 
What  philosophres  seyn  in  this  matere. 
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Lo,  thus  seith  Arnold  of  the  Newe  Toon, 
As  his  Bosarie  xnaketh  mencioun ; 
He  seith  right  thus,  with«<mten  any  lye, 

*  Ther  may  no  man  Meronrie  mortifye,  1431 
But  it  be  with  his  brother  knowleohing. 
How  that  he,  which  that  first  seyde  this 

thing,  (880) 

Of  philosophres  fader  was,  Hermes ; 
He  seith,  how  that  the  dragoon,  doatelees, 
Ne  deyeth  nat,  bat-if  that  he  be  slsyn  1436 
With  his  brother ;  and  that  is  for  to  sayn, 
By  the  dragoon,  Meroorie  and  noon  other 
He  understood ;  and  biimstoon  by  his 

brother, 
That  oot  of  0o2  and  Itma  were  y-drawe. 
And  therfor,'  seyde  he,  *  tak  heed  to  my 

sawe,  1441 

Let  no  man  bisy  him  this  art  for  to  seche, 
Bot-if  that  he  th'entencioon  and  speche 
Of  philosophres  onderstonde  can ;     (891) 
Andif  hedo,  heisalewedmaa.         1445 
For  this  scienoe  and  this  cozming,'  qood  he, 

*  Is  of  the  secree  of  secrees,  parde.' 

Also  ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato, 
That  on  a  tyme  seyde  his  maister  to, 
As  his  book  Senior  wol  bere  witnesse,  1450 
And  this  was  his  demande  in  soothfast- 


*  Tel  me  the  name  of  the  privy  stoon  ? ' 
And  Plato  answerde  onto  him  anoon, 

<Tak  the  stoon  that  Titanos  men  name.* 
*  Which  is  that?*  qood  he.    *  Magnesia 
is  the  same,*  (90a)  1455 


Seyde  Plato.    '  Ye,  sir,  and  is  it  thos  ? 

This  is  ignotum  per  igrioUus. 

What  is  Magnesia,  good  sir,  I  yow  preye?' 

^  It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,  I  sey  e, 

Of  elementes  foore,'  qood  Plato.         1460 

*  Tel  me  the  rote,  good  sir,*  quod  he  tho, 

'Of  that  water,  if  that  it  be  yoor  wille  ?  * 

*■  Nay,  nay,*  qood  Plato,  *  oertein,  that 

I  nille.  (910) 

The  philosophres  sworn  were  everiohoon. 
That    they   sholden  disoovere   it  on-to 

noon,  14^ 

Ne  in  no  bookitwiytein  nomanere ; 
For  on-to  Grist  it  is  so  leef  and  dere 
That  he  wol  nat  that  it  discovered  be, 
Bot  wher  it  lyketh  to  his  deitoe 
Man  for  f  enslpyre,  and  eek  for  to  defende 
Whom  that  him  lyketh ;  lo,  this  is  tho 

ends.*  147* 

Thanne  oondode  I  thos;  sith  god  of 

hevene 
Ne  wol  nat  that  the  philosophres  nevene 
How  that  a  man  shal  come  on-to  this 

stoon,  (921) 

I  rede,  as  for  the  beste,  lete  it  goon.    1475 
For  who-80  makfli.h  god  his  adversaxie, 
As  for  to  werken  any  thing  in  oontraxie 
Of  his  wil,  oertes,  never  shal  he  thiyve, 
Tbogh  that  he  moltiplye  terme  of  his 

Ijve. 
And  ther  a  ppynt ;  for  ended  is  my  tale  ; 
God  sonde  every  trewe  man  bote  of  his 

bale !— Amen.  (928)  1481 


Here  is  ended  tbe  Chanoftms  Temannes  Tala. 
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GROUP  H. 


THE   MANCIPLE'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  die  Prologe  of  ttie  Manndplea  Tale. 


Wnv  ye  nat  vrh&r  ther  stant  a  litel  toon 
Which  that  y-deped  is  Bob-np-«nd-doim, 
Under  the  Blee,  in  Cannterboiy  vreye  ? 
Ther  gan  our  hofitfi  for  to  jape  and  pleye, 
And  aeyde,  ^sin,  what!  Dun  is  in  the 

myrel  5 

Is  ther  no  man,  for  preyere  ne  for  hyre. 
That  vrol  awake  our  felawe  heer  bihinde  ? 
A  theef  mighte  him  tol  lightly  robbe  and 

binde. 
See  how  he  nappeth !  see,  fbr  ookkes  bones, 
As  he  wol  fSEille  from  his  hors  at  ones.    10 
Is  that  a  000k  of  Londoon,  with  mes- 

chaonce? 
Do  him  come  forth,  he  knoweth  his  i>en- 

annce. 
For  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  hy  my  fey ! 
Al-thoogh  it  be  nat  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thoa  cook,*  qnod  he,  *god  yeve 

thee  sorwe,  .  15 

What  eyleth  thee  to  slepe  by  the  morwe  ? 
Hastow  had   fleen  al  night,   or  artow 

dronke. 
Or  hastow  with  som  qoene  al  night  y- 

swonke, 
80  that  thou  mayst  nat  hdden  up  thyn 

heed?' 
TbJA  ix>ck,  that  was  fnl  pale  and  no- 
thing reed,  ao 
Seyde  to  onr  host,  *  so  god  my  soole  blene, 
As  ther  is  fieJle  on  me  swich  heyinesse, 
Koot  I  nat  why,  thai  me  were  lever  slepe 
Than  the  beste  galoon  wyn  in  Ghepe.' 
*  Wei,*  qaod  the  mannciflei  ^  if  it  may 

doonese  2$ 

To  thee,  sir  cook,  and  to  no  wight  displese 
Which  that  heer  rydeth  in  this  companye, 
And  that  ova  host  wol,  of  his  onrtei^ye, 
I  wol  as  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale ; 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  visage  is  fal  pale, 


Thyn    yen    daswen    eek,    as  that   me 

thinketh,  31 

And  wel  I  woot,  thy  hreeth  ftd  soore 

stinketh, 
That  sheweth  wel  thou  art  not  wel  dis- 
posed; 
Of  me,  oertein,  thoa   shalt   nat   been 

y-glosed. 
Se  how  he  ganeth,  lo,  this  dronken  wight, 
As  though  he  wolde  ns  swolwe  anon-right. 
Hold  does  thy  month,  man,  by  thy  fader 

kin!  37 

The  devel  of  helle  sette  his  foot  ther-in ! 
Thy  cursed  breeth  infecte  wol  us  alle ; 
Fyf  stinking  swyn,  fy  I  foule  moot  thee 

fiUle!  40 

A !  taketh  heed,  sirs,  of  this  lusty  man. 
Now,  swete  sir,  wol  ye  justen  atte  fan  ? 
Ther-to  me  thinketh  ye  been  wel  y-shape ! 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  wyn  ape, 
And  that  is  whan  men  pleyen  with  a 

straw.'  45 

And  with  this  speche  tiiecook  wex  wrooth 

and  wraw. 
And  on  the  maunciple  he  gan  nodde  faste 
For  lakke  of  speche,  and  doun  the  hors 

him  caste, 
Wher  as  he  lay,  til  that  men  up  him  took ; 
This  was  a  &yr  chivachee  of  a  cook  !  50 
Alias !  he  nadde  hdde  him  by  his  ladel  I 
And,  er  that  he  agayn  were  in  his  sadel, 
Ther  was  greet  showving  bothe  to  and  fro, 
To  lifte  him  up,  and  muchel  care  and  wo» 
So  unweldy  was  this  sory  palled  gost  55 
And  to  the  maunciple  thanne  spak  our 

host, 
*  By-cause  drink  hath  dominacioun 
tTpon  this  man,  by  my  savacioun 
I  trowe  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tale. 
For,  were  it  wyn,  or  old  or  moysty  ale,  60 
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That  he  hath  dxonke,  he  speketh  in  his 

nose, 
And  fiieseth  faste,  and  eek  he  hath  the 

pose. 
He  hath  also  to  do  more  than  y-nongh 
To  kepe  him  and  his  capel  oat  of  slough ; 
And,  if  he  isJlQ  firom  his  capel  eft-sone,  65 
Than  shnl  we  alle  have  y-noogh  to  done, 
In  lifting  up  his  hevy  dronken  oors. 
Telle  on  thy  tale,  of  him  make  I  no  iota, 
'But  yet,  mannciple,  in  feith  thou  art  to 

nyoe, 
Thus  openly  repreve  him  of  his  vyoe.    70 
Another  day  he  irol,  peraventixre, 
Bedayme  thee,  and  bringe  thee  to  Inre ; 
I  mene,  he  speke  wol  of  smale  thinges, 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekeninges, 
That  wer  not  honeste,  if  it  cam  to  pree£' 
'  No,*  quod  the  manndple,  *  that  were 

agreet  mescheefl  76 

So  mighte  he  lightly  bringe  me  in  the 

snare. 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
Which  he  rit  on,  than  he  sholde  with  me 

strsrve;  79 

I  wol  nat  wratthe  him,  al-so  mote  I  thxyve ! 
That  that  I  spak,  I  seyde  it  in  my  bonrde ; 
And  wite  ye  what?  I  have   heer,  in 

a  gourde, 


A  draught  of  wyn,  ye,  of  a  xype  grape. 
And  right  anon  ye  shul  seen  a  good  jape. 
This  cook  shaldrinke  ther-of;  if  I  may ;  85 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  he  wolnat  seye  me  nay ! ' 

And  oerteinly,  to  tellen  as  it  was, 
Of  this  vessel  the  cook  drank  faste,  alias ! 
What  neded  him?  he  drank  y-nough 

bifom. 
And  whan  he  hadde  pouped  in  this  horn, 
To  the  mwnnciple  he  took  the  gourde 

agayn;  91 

And  of  that  drinke  tiie  oook  was  wonder 

fayn, 
And  thanked  him  in  swidi  wyse  as  he 

ooude. 
Than  gan  oui^.ii.os$  to  langhen  wonder 

loude. 
And  seyde, '  I  see  wel,  it  is  neoessarie,  95 
Wher  that  we  goon,  good  drink  we  with 

uscarie; 
For  that  wol  tume  rancour  and  disese 
T'aoord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apeeo. 
*  O  thou  Bachus,  y-blessed  be  thy  name, 
That  BO  canst  tumen  emest  in-to  game  ! 
Worship  and  thank  be  to  thy  deitee !  loi 
Of  that  matere  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
Tel  on  thy  tale,  maunciple,  I  thee  preye.' 
'Wel,  sir,'  quod  he,  *now  herkneth 

what  I  seye.* 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Manciple. 


THE   MAUNCIPLES  TALE.. 


Here  biginneth  the  Blaiuic^lea  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 


Wbah  Phebus  dwelled  here  in  this  erthe 
adotm,  105 

As  olde  bokes  "^fti^fnn  mencioun, 
He  was  the  moste  lusty  i^^/'^^iaf 
In  al  this  world,  and  eek  the  beste  archer  j 
He  slow  Phitoxm,  the  serpent,  as  he  lay 
Slepinge  agayn  the  Sonne  upon  a  day;  210 


And  many  another  noble  worthy  dede 
He  with  his  bowe  wroghte,  as  men  may 
rede. 
Pl^en  he  ooude  on  every  minstra]oy«, 
And  singen,  that  it  was  a  melodye,  {16^ 
To  heren  of  his  olere  vois  the  soun.  115 
Certes  the  king  of  Thebes,  Amphionn, 
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That  with  his  «TigiTty  -wmlled  that  citee, 
Conde  never  singen  half  00  wel  as  he. 
Therto  ho  was  the  semelieste  man        119 
That  is  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  higan. 
What  nedeth  it  his  fetores  to  disciyre  ? 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  sofSur  on  lyve. 
He  was  therewith  fViliUd  of  gentiUease, 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfit  worthinesse.  (jo) 
ThisPhebns,  that  was  floor  of  baoheliye, 
As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  ohivalzye,         ia6 
For  his  desport,  in  signe  eek  of  vioiorie 
Of  Phitonn,  so  as  ielleth  ns  the  siorie. 
Was  wont  to  beren  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

NowhadthisFhebosinhishoosacrowe, 
Which  in  a  cage  he  fostred  many  a  day, 
And  tanghte  it  ^>ek«ii,  as  men  teohe  a  jay. 
Whyt  was  this  crowe,  as  is  a  snow-whyt 

swan,  (^9) 

And  oonntrefete  the  speche  of  every  man 
He  oonde,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale.  135 
13ier-with  in  al  this  world  no  nightingale 
Ke  ooode,  by  an  hondred  thousand  deel, 
Singen  so  wonder  merily  and  weeL 

Now  had  this  Fhebos  in  his  hons  a  wyf, 
Which  that  he  lovede  ntore  than  his  lyf, 
And  night  and  day  dide  ever  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hir  reverence, 
Save  only,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jalons  he  was,  and  wdde  have  kept  hir 

fiiyn;  (40) 

For  hixn  were  looth  by-japed  for  to  be.  145 
And  so  is  evezy  wight  in  swich  degree ; 
Bnt  al  in  ydel,  for  it  avaiUeth  noght. 
A  good  wyf;  that  is  dene  of  werk  and 

thoght, 
Sholde  nat  been  kept  in  noon  await, 

oertayn; 
And  trewely,  the  labonr  is  in  vayn      150 
To  kepe  a  shrewe,  for  it  wol  nat  ba. 
Tliis  holds  I  for  a  voxay  nyoetee, 
To  spille  labour,  for  to  kepe  wyves ; 
Thus  writen  olde  derkes  in  hir  lyveo.  (50) 
But  now  to  pnrpos,  as  I  first  bigan  :  155 
This  worthy  Fhebns  dooth  all  that  he  can 
To  plesen  hir,  weninge  by  swich  plesaunoe, 
And  for  his  manhede  and  his  govemaonce, 
That  no  man  shdde  han  put  him  from 

hir  grace. 
Bnt  god  it  woot,  ther  may  no  man  embrace 
As  to  destreyne  a  thing,  which  that  nature 
Hath  naturelly  set  in  a  creature.  162 


Tak  any  brid,  and  put  it  in  a  cage, 
And  do  al  thyn  entente  and  thy  conge  (60) 
To  fostre   it   tendrely  with   mete  and 

drinke,  165 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  thou  canst  bithinke. 
And  keep  it  al-so  clenly  as  thou  may ; 
Al-though  his  cage  of  gold  be  never  so  gay. 
Yet  hath  this  brid.  by  twenty  thousand 

fold, 
Lever  in  a  forest,  that  is  rude  and  odd,  170 
Gon  ete  wormes  and  swich  wrecchednesn. 
For  ever  this  brid  wd  doon  his  bisinesse 
To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  if  he  may ; 
His  libertee  this  brid  desireth  ay.  (70) 
Lat  take  a  cat,  and  fostre  him  wd  with 

milk,  175 

And  tendre  flesh,  and  make  his  concha 

ofsilk, 
And  lat  him  seen  a  mous  go  by  the  wal ; 
Anon  he  weyveth  milk,  and  flesh,  and  al, 
And  every  d^yntee  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swich  appetyt  hath  he  to  ete  a  mous.  180 
Lo,  here  hath  lust  his  dominadoun, 
And  appe^  flemeth  discredoun. 

A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vileins  kinde ; 
The  lewedeste  wolf  that  she  may  finde,  (80) 
Orleestofrepntadon  wdshe  take,     xQ$ 
In  tyme  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make. 
Alle  thise  cmsampliw  q^eke  I  by  thisa  . 

men 
That  been  untrewe,  and  no-thing  by  wom- 


For  men  han  ever  a  likerous  appetyt 
On  lower  thing  to  parfcmme  hir  delyt  190 
Than  on  hir  wyves,  be  th^y  never  so  faire, 
Ne  never  so  trewe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
Flesh  is  sonewefiuigel,  with  mesdiaunce,  • 
That  wa  ne  conne  in  nothing  han  pie-  * 

saunoe  (90) 

That  sooneth  in-to  vertu  any  whyle.    195 

This  Phebus,  which  that  thoghte  upon 

no  gyle, 
Dec^srved  was,  for  al  his  joHtee ; 
For  under  biin  another  hadde  she, 
4.  man  of  litd  reputadoun,  199 

Noght  worth  to  Phebus  in  compaxisoun. 
The  more  harm  is ;  it  happeth  ofte  so, 
Of  which  ther  cometix  mnohd  harm  and 

wo. 
And  so  bifd,  whan  Phebus  was  absent, 
His  wyf  anon  hath  foor  hir  lemman  sent; 
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Hir  lemman?  oertes,  this  is  a  knavish 

speche!  (loi)  305 

Foryeveth  it  me,  and  that  I  yow  biseche. 

llie  -wyse  Pl^  seith,  as  ye  xnay  rede, 
The  word  mot  nede  accorde  with  the 

dede. 
If  men  shal  telle  proprely  a  thing, 
The  word  mot  cosin  be  to  the  werking.  sio 
I  am  a  boistons  man,  right  thus  seye  I, 
Ther  nis  no  difference,  trewely, 
Bitwixe  a  wyf  that  is  of  heigh  degree, 
If  of  hir  body  dishonest  she  be,  (no) 

And  a  povre  wenohe,  other  than  this — 
If  it  so  be,  they  werke  bothe  amis —     a  16 
But  that  the  gentile,  in  estaat  above, 
Bhe  shal  be  oleped  his  lady,  as  in  love ; 
And  for  that  other  is  a  povre  womman, 
She  shal  be  oleped  his  wenche,  or  his 

lemman.  aao 

And,  god  it  woot,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
Hen  leyn  that  oon  as  lowe  as  lyth  that 

other. 
Bight  so,  bitwixe  a  titlelees  tiraont 
And  an  ontlawe,  or  a  theef  errannt,  (lao) 
The  same  I  seye,  ther  is  no  difference.  225 
To  Alisaondre  told  was  this  sentence ; 
That,  for  the  l^yrant  is  of  gxetter  might, 
By  force  of  meynee  for  to  sleen  donn-right. 
And  brennen  hons  and  hoom,  and  make 

al  plain, 
Jjo  !  therfor  is  he  oleped  a  capitain ;    330 
And,  for  the  ontlawe  hath  but  smal  mey- 

nee, 
And  may  nat  doon  so  greet  an  harm  as  he, 
Ne  bringe  a  contree  to  so  greet  mesoheef. 
Hen  olepen  him  an  ontlawe  or  a  thee£ 
Bnt,  for  I  am  a  man  noght  textnel,     335 
I  wol  noght  telle  of  textes  never  a  del ; 
I  wol  go  to  my  tale,  as  I  bigan.  (153) 

Whan  Phebos  wyf  had  sent  for  hir  lem- 
man, 
Anon  th^  wroghten  al  hir  Inst  volage. 
The  whyte  orowe,  that  heng  ay  in  the 

cage,  340 

Biheld  hir  werk,  and  seyde  never  a  word. 
And  whan  that  hoom  was  come  Phebns, 

the  lord, 
This   orowe   sang   *sokkow!     ookkow! 

cokkow!' 
*What,    brid?*    qnod   Phebns,   <what 

song  singestow  ?  ( 140) 


Ne  were  thow  wont  so  merily  to  singe  345 
That  to  myn  herte  it  was  a  rejoisinge 
To  here  thy  vois?  alias  1  what  song  is  this?' 

*  By  god,*  qnod  he,  *  I  singe  nat  amis ; 
Phebns,'  qnod  he,  *  for  al  thy  worthinesse. 
For  al  thy  beantee  and  thy  gentileese,  350 
For  al  thy  song  and  al  thy  minstralcsre, 
For  al  thy  waiting,  blered  is  thyn  yd 
With  oon  of  litel  repntaoionn,  (149) 

Noght  worth  to  tHee,  as  in  oomparisoun. 
The  monntance  of  a  gnat ;  so  mote  I  thxyve ! 
VFor on  thy  bed  thy  W3rf  I  sangh  him  swyvo.' 
What  wol  ye  more?  the  orowe  anon 

him  tolde,  357 

By  sadde  tokenes  and  hy  wordes  bdde. 
How  that  his  wyf  had  doon  hir  lecherye, 
Him  to  gret  shame  and  to  gret  vileinye ; 
And  tolde  him  ofte,  he  sangh  it  with  his 

y6n.  361 

This  Phebns  gan  aweyward  for  to  wryen, 
Him  thonghte  his  sorweftil  herte  brast 

a-twoj 
His  bowe  he  bente,  and  sette  ther-inne 

a  flo,  (160) 

And  in  his  ire  his  wyf  thanne  hath  he 

slayn.  a6s 

This  IS  th^eflidct,  ther  is  na-more  to  sayn ; 
For  Borwe  of  which  he  brak  his  nmi« 

stralcye, 
Bothe  harpe,  and  late,  and  giteme,  and 

santrye; 
And  eek  he  brak  his  arwes    and    his 

bowe. 
And  after  that,  thns  spak  he  to  the  crowe: 
^Traitonr,'  quod  he,   *with  tonge  of 

sooxpionn,  371 

Thou  hast  me  broght  to  my  oonfhsioan ! 
Alias !   that  I  was  wroght !  why  nere  I 

deed? 
0  dere  wyf,  0  gemme  of  lostiheed,     (170) 
That  were  to  me  so  sad  and  eek  so  trewe, 
Now  lystow  deed,  with  f^tBe  pale  of  hewe, 
Fnl  giltelees,  that  dorste  I  swere,  y-wia ! 
O  rakel  hand,  to  doon  so  fonle  amis ! 
O  trouble  wit,  O  ire  reochelees. 
That  unavysed  smytest  giltelees  I  j8o 

O  wantrost,  ful  of  &Is  sospedonn, 
Where  was  thy  wit  and  thy  disoreoioon? 
O  evexy  man,  be-war  of  rakelnease, 
Ne  trowe  no-thizig  with-oaten  strong  wii- 

nesse ;  (180) 
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Smyt  nat  to  gone,  er  that  ye  witen  why, 
And  heeth  avysed  wel  and  sobrely       286 
Er  ye  doon  any  execncionn, 
UlM>n  your  ire,  for  snspecioim. 
Alias !  a  thoosand  folk  hath  rakel  ire  289 
Fully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alias !  for  sorwe  I  wol  mynselven  slee ! ' 
And  to   the  orowe,   *0  false  theef!' 
seyde  he,  (188) 

*  I  wol  thee  quyte  anon  thy  falae  tale  I 
Thou  songe  whylom  lyk  a  nightingale ; 
Now  shaltow,  false  theef,  thy  song  forgon, 
And  eek  thy  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
Ne  never  in  al  thy  lyf  ne  shalton  spoke. 
Thus  shal  men  on  a  traitour  been  awreke ; 

'  Thou  and  thyn  of-spring  ever  shul  be  blake, 
Ne  never  swete  noise  ^nl  ye  make,     300 
But  ever  oiye  agayn  tempest  and  rayn, 
In  tokeninge  that  thnrgh  thee  my  wyf  is 

And  to  the  orowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon, 
And  pulled  his  whyte  fetheres  everiohon, 
And  made  bim  blak,  and  refte  bitn  al  his 

song,  (aoi;  305 

And  eek  his  speche,  and  out  at  dore  him 

slong 
Un-to  the  devel,  which  I  him  bitake ; 
And  for  this  oaas  ben  alle  orowes  blake. — 
Lordings,  by  this  ensample  I  yow  preye, 
Beth  war,  and  taketh  kepe  what  I  s^e : 
Ne  telleth  never  no  man  in  your  lyf    311 
How  that  anotherman  hathdight  his  wyf; 
He  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  cert^n. 
Paun  Salomon,  as  wyse  clerkes  s^yn,  {210) 
Teoheth  a  man  to  k^  his  tonge  wel ;  315 
But  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textueL 
But  nathelees,  thus  taughte  me  my  dam^ : 

*  My  sone,  thenk  on  the  crowe^  a  goddes 


My  sone,  keep  wel  thy  tonge  and  keep 

thy  fireend. 
A  wikked  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend.  3^0 
My  sone,  fiom.  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blesse; 
My  sone,  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  sholde  him  avyse  what  he  speke. 
My  ione,  fill  ofte,  for  to  muche  speche, 


Hath  many  a  man  ben  spilt,  as  clerkes 

teche ;  (aaa)  326 

But  for  a  litel  speche  avysely 
Is  no  men  shent,  to  ^>eke  generally. 
My  sone,  thy  tonge  sholdestow  restreyne 
At  alle  tyme,  but  whan  thou  doost  thy 

peyne  330 

To  speke  of  god,  in  honour  and  preyere. 
The  firste  vertu,  sone,  if  thou  wolt  lere, 
Is  to  restreyne  and  kepe  wel  thy  tonge. — 
Thus  leme  children  whan  that  they  ben 

yonge.—  (230)  334 

My  sone,  of  muchel  speking  yvel-avysed, 
Ther  lasse  speking  haddey-nough  su^^sed, 
Comth  muchel  harm,  thus  was  me  told 

and  taught. 
In  muchel  si>eche  sinne  wanteth  naught. 
WoBtow  wherof  a  rakel  tonge  serveth  ? 
Bightasaswerdforcutteth  andforkerveth 
An  arm  a-two,  my  dere  sone,  right  so  341 
A  tonge  cutteth  frendship  al  a-two. 
A  jangler  is  to  god  abhominable ;       (239) 
Beed  Salomon,  so  wys  and  honurable ; 
Beed  David  in  hispsalmes,  reed  Senekke. 
My  sone,  spek  nat,  but  with  thyn  heed 

thou  bekke.  346 

Dissimule  as  thou  were  deef,  if  that  thou 

here 
A  jangler  speke  of  perilous  matere. 
The  Fleming  seith,  and  leme  it,  if  thee 

leete,  349 

That  litel  jangling  oauseth  muchel  reste. 
My  sone,  if  thou  no  wikked  word  hast  seyd. 
Thee  thar  nat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd ; 
But  he  that  hath  missejrd,  I  dar  wel  sayn, 
He  may  by  no  wey  depe  his  word  agayn. 
Thing  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd ;  and  forth  it 

gooth,  (251)  355 

Though  him  repente,  or  be  him  leef  or 

looth. 
He  ishis  thral  to  whom  that  he  hath  sayd 
A  tale,  of  which  he  is  now  yvel  apayd. 
My  sone,  be  war,  and  be  non  auctour  newe 
Of  tydinges,  whether  they  ben  &lse  or 

trewe,  360 

Wher-so  thou  come,  amonges  hye  or  lowe,  1 
Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenk  up-on  th^  \ 


Here  la  ended  the  Maundples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 
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GROUP  I. 

THE   PARSON'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folwedi  the  Prologe  of  the  Personet  Tale. 


Bt  that  the  mannoiple  hadde  his  tale  al 

ended, 
The  Sonne  tto  the  south  lyne  uras  de- 
scended 
So  lowe,  that  he  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 
Degrees  nyne  and  twenty  as  in  highte.  4 
Fonre  of  the  clokkeit  was  tho,  as  I  gesse : 
For  eleven  foot,  or  litel  more  or  lesse, 
My  shadwe  was  at  thilke  tyme,  as  there, 
Of  swioh  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 
In  six  feet  equal  of  proporcioim. 
Ther-with  the  mones  ezaltaoioon,         10 
I  mene  libra,  alw^y  gan  asoende, 
As  we  were  entringe  at  a  thropes  ende ; 
For  which  our  host,  as  he  was  wont  to  gye, 
As  in  this  caas,  our  joly  companj^ 
Seyde  in  this  wyse,  *  lordings  eyeriohoon, 
Now  lakketh  us  no  tales  mo  than  oon.  16 
Fnlfild  is  my  sentence  and  my  decree ; 
I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  eoh  degree. 
Almost  Ailflld  is  al  myn  ordinannce ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  yeve  him  right  good 

ohannoei  ao 

That  teUeth  this  tale  to  os  lustily. 
Sir  preest,*  gnod  he, '  artow  a  vicaiy  ? 
Or  art  a  person  ?  sey  sooth,  by  thy  fey  I 
Be  what  thou  be,  ne  breke  then  nat  onr 

pl^y; 
For  eveiy  man,  save  thou,  hath  told  his 

tale,  2S 

Unbokel,  andshewenswhat  isinthymale ; 
For  trewely,  me  thinketh,  by  thy  ohere. 
Thou  sholdest  knitte  up  wel  a  greet  matere. 
Tel  ns  a  tale  anon,  for  odkkes  bones ! ' 

This  Persone  him  answerde,  al  at  ones, 
*  Thon  getest  fkUe  noon  y-told  for  me ;  31 
For  Paul,  that  wxyteth  onto  Timothee, 
Bepreveth  hem  that  weyven  sooth&st- 

nesBe, 
And  teUen  fkbles  and  swioh  wreoohed- 

nesse.  34 

Why  sholde  I  sowen  draf  ont  of  my  fest, 
Whan  I  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest  ? 


For  which  I  seye,  if  that  yow  list  to  here 
Moralitee  and  vertnoos  matere, 
And  thanne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  audience, 
I  wol  All  fayn,  at  Cnstes  reverence,       40 
Do  yow  plesannce  leefftd,  as  I  can. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  am  a  Southren  man, 
I  cannat  geste— mm,  ram,  ruf—l^  lettre, 
Ne,  god  wot,  rym  holde  I  but  litel  bettre ; 
And  therfor,  if  yow  list,  I  wol  nat  glose. 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  mezy  tale  in  prose      46 
To  knitte  up  al  this  feeste,  and  make  an 

ende. 
And  Jesn,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sonde 
To  shewe  yow  the  w^,  in  this  viage,         1 
Of  thilke  pcurflt  glorious  pilgrimage       50 
That  highte  Jerusalem  celestial. 
And,  if  ye  vouohe-sauf,  anon  I  shal 
Biginne  upon  my  tale,  for  whiehe  I  preye 
Telle  your  avys,  I  can  no  bettre  seye. 
But  nathelees,  this  meditaoionn  55 

I  putte  it  ay  under  correocioun 
Of  olerkes,  for  I  am  nat  textuel; 
I  take  but  the  sentens,  trusteth  weL 
Therfor  I  make  protestacionn 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  ooneecionn.*         60 
Up-on  this  word  we  han  assented  sona, 
For,  as  us  semed,  it  was  fbr  to  done. 
To  enden  in  som  vertuous  sentence. 
And  for  to  yeve  him  space  and  audience ; 
And  bede  our  host  he  sholde  to  him 

seye,  6s 

That  alle  we  to  teUe  his  tale  him  preye. 

Q}itr  host  hadde  the  wordes  for  us  aUe : — 
*8ir  preest,'  quod  he,  *now  £iyre  yow 

bi£Bhlle! 
Say  what  yow  list,  and  we  wol  gladly 

here* — 
And  with  that  word  he  seyde  in  this 

manere—  70 

*  TeUeth,'  quod  he,  *  your  meditagionn. 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  sonne  wol  adoun ; 
Beth  frnctuous,  and  that  in  litel  space, 
And  to  do  wel  god  sende  yow  his  grace !' 


BaqiliGlt  prohaniiiiin* 
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THE   PERSONES   TALE. 


Here  biginneUi  the  Pertonee  Tale. 


Jer,  6P,  Staie  tuper  via$  et  videte  et  inters 
rogate  de  vii$  antiquis,  que  sit  via  bona; 
et  ambulate  in  ea,  et  inumietia  r^frigerium 
animdbue  veatrii^  dc 

§  1.  Our  Bwete  lord  god  of  hevenA,  that 
no  man  wol  perine,  bat  wole  that  we 
comen  alle  to  the  knoweleche  of  him^ 

75  and  to  the  blisftil  lyf  that  is  perdurable,  / 
amonesteth  xxb  by  the  piophete  Jeremie, 
that  Beith  in  this  wyse :  /  '  stondeth  upon 
the  w^yee,  and  seeth  and  axeth  <^  oLde 
pathes  (that  ia  to  feyn,  of  olde  sentences) 
whioh  is  the  goode  wey ;  /  and  walketh 
in  that  wey,  and  ye  shTd  flnde  re&esih- 
Inge  for  your  eonles,'  &o.  /  Kanye  been 
the  weyee  espiritnels  that  leden  folk  to 
onre  Lord  Jeen  Crist,  and  to  the  regno  of 
glorie.  /  Of  whiohe  weyes,  ther  is  a  ftil 
noble  wey  and  a  fnl  eovenable,  which 
may  nat  faile  to  man  ne  to  womman, 
that  thnrg^  sinne  hath  misgoon  fro  the 

8o  righte  w^y  of  Jerusalem  celestial;  /  and 
this  wey  is  doped  Penitence,  of  which 
man  sholde  gladly  herknen  and  enqnere 
with  al  his  herte;/  to  witen  what  is 
Penitence,  and  whennes  it  is  doped  Peni- 
tence, and  in  how  manye  maneres  been 
the  aooions  or  werkinges  of  Penitence,  / 
and  how  manye  spyoee  ther  been  of  Peni- 
tence, and  whiohe  thinges  apertenen  and 
bihoven  to  Penitence,  and  whiohe  thinges 
destoorben  Penitence.  / 

§  a.  Seint  Ambrose  seith,  that  ^Peni- 
tence is  the  pleyniBge  of  man  for  the 
gUt  that  he  haUi  doon,  and  na-more  to 
do  any  thing  for  which  him  oghte  to 
<  lo)  pleyne.'  /  And  som  dootonr  seith :  *•  Peni- 
tence is  the  waymen tinge  of  man,  that 
sorweth  for  his  sinne  and  pyneth  him- 

^5  self  £(X  he  hath  misdoon.'/  Penitence, 
with  oerteyne  oiroomstanoes,  is  Terray 
repentance  of  a  man  that  halt  him-self 


in  sorwe  and  other  peyne  for  hise  giltes.  / 
And  for  he  shal  be  verray  penitent,  he 
shal  first  biwailen  the  sinnes  that  he 
hath  doon,  and  stidefastly  porposen  in 
his  herte  to  have  shrifb  of  monthe,  and 
to  doon  satisfietcdoan,  /  and  never  to  doon 
thing  for  which  him  oghte  more  tobiwayle 
or  to  oompleyne,  and  to  continue  in  goode 
werkes :  or  elles  his  repentance  may  nat 
ayaiUe.  /  For  as  sdth  seint  Isidre  :  *  he  is 
a  ji4>er  and  a  gabber,  and  no  verray  repen- 
tant, that  eftooone  dooth  thing,  for  which 
him  oghte  repente.7  Wepinge,andnatfbr 
to  stinte  to  doon  sinne,  may  nat  av«yUe.  /  9^^ 
But  nathelees,  men  shal  hope  that  every 
tyme  that  man  falleth,  be  it  never  so 
ofte,  that  he  may  arise  thurgh  Penitenoe, 
if  he  have  grace :  but  certeinly  it  is  greet 
doute.  /  For  assdtii  Seint  Gregorie  t  ^  nn- 
nethe  axyseth  he  out  of  sinne,  that  is 
charged  inih  the  charge  of  yvel  usage.'  / 
And  therfore  repentant  folk,  that  stinte 
for  to  sinne,  and  fbrlete  sinne  er  that 
sinne  forlete  hem,  holy  ehirohe  holdeth 
hem  siker  of  hir  savacioun.  /  And  he 
that  sinneth,  and  verraily  repenteth  him 
in  his  laste  ende,  holy  chirche  yet  hopeth 
his  savacioun,  by  the  grete  mercy  of  oure 
lord  Jesu  Crist,  for  his  repentaunce ;  but 
tak  the  siker  wey.  /  («>) 

§  8.  And  now,  sith  I  have  declared 
yow  what  thing  is  Penitence,  now  shnl 
ye  understonde  that  ther  been  three 
acdons  of  Penitence.  /  The  flrste  acdon  95 
<^  Penitence  is,  that  a  man  be  baptized 
after  that  he  hath  sinned.  /  Seint  Au- 
gustin  sdth :  *  but  he  be  penitent  for  his 
olde  sinftil  lyf,  he  may  nat  biginne  the 
newe  dene  lif.'  /  For  oertes,  if  he  be 
baptised  withouten  penitenoe  of  his  olde 
gUt,  he  recdveth  the  mark  of  baptisme, 
but  nat  the  grace  ne  the  remission  of  his 
sinnes,  til  he  have  vspentanoe  verray.  / 
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Another  defimte  is  this,  that  men  doon 
deedly  cdnne  after  that  they  han  received 
baptisme.  /  The  thridde  de&nte  is,  that 
men  fiEdlen  in  venial  sinnes  after  hir 
100  baptisme,  fto  day  to  day.  /  Ther-of  seith 
Seint  An^rnstin,  that  *  penitence  of  goode 
and  humble  folk  is  the  penitence  of  every 
day.'/ 

§4.  The  spyoes  of  Penitence  been  three. 
That  oon  of  hem  is  sdempne,  another  is 
oommnne,  and  the  thridde  is  privee./ 
Thilke  penance  that  is  solempne,  is  in 
two  maneres ;  as  to  be  put  oat  of  holy 
ohirche  in  lente,  for  slaoghtre  of  children, 
and  swioh  maner  thing.  /  Another  is, 
whan  a  man  hath  sinned  openly,  of  which 
sinne  the  flMne  is  openly  spoken  in  the 
contree;  and  thanne  holy  ohirche  by 
jngement  destreineth  him  for  to  do  open 
(30)  penaonoe.  /  Ck>mmnne  penannoe  is  that 
preestes  eAJoinen  men  oomnnly  in  oertesrn 
oaas ;  as  for  to  goon,  peraventnre,  naked 
IQ5  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot  /  Privee 
penannoe  is  thilke  that  men  doon  alday 
for  privee  sinnes,  of  whiche  we  shryve  ns 
prively  and  receyve  privee  penannoe.  / 
.  §  6,  Now  shaltow  nnderstande  what  is 
bihovely  and  neoeMarie  to  venray  parfit 
Penitence.  And  this  stant  on  three 
thinges;/  Ck>ntrioioan  of  herte,  Con- 
fessionn  of  Month,  and  Satis&ooionn.  / 
For  which  seith  Seint  John  Orisostomt 
^Penitence  destr^yneth  a  man  to  aocepte 
benignely  eveiy  peyne  that  him  is  en- 
joyned,  with  contricion  of  herte,  and 
shrifb  of  month,  with  satisfiAooion ;  and 
in  werkinge  of  aUe  maner  hnmilitee.'  / 
And  this  is  frnitftil  Penitence  agi^^ 
three  thinges  in  whiche  we  wratthe  onre 
no  lord  Jesa  Crist:/  this  is  to  s^yn,  by  delyt 
in  thinkinge,  by  reccheleenesse  in  spek- 
inge,  and  by  wikked  sinftil  werkinge.  / 
And  agayns  thise  wikkede  giltes  is  Peni- 
tence, that  may  be  lykned  nn-to  a  tree.  / 
§  6.  The  rote  of  this  tree  is  Contricion, 
that  hydeth  him  in  the  herte  of  him  that 
is  verray  repentant,  right  as  the  rote  of 
a  tree  hydeth  him  in  the  erthe./  Of  the 
rote  of  Contricion  springeth  a  stalke, 
that  bereth  braonohes  and  leves  of  Con- 
(40)  fession,  and  fruit  of  SatisiHcoion.  /    For 


which  Crist  seith  in  his  gospel:  *dooth 
digne  fruit  of  Penitence';  for  \sy  this 
fruit  may  men  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat 
by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte  of 
man,  ne  by  the  braunches  ne  by  the 
leves  of  Confession./  And  therefore  115 
cure  Lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  thus :  *  by  the 
fruit  of  hem  ye  shul  knowen  hem.*/  Of 
this  rote  eek  springeth  a  seed  of  grace, 
the  which  seed  is  moder  of  sikemesse, 
and  this  seed  is  egre  and  hoot./  The 
grace  of  this  seed  springeth  of  god, 
thurgh  remembrance  of  the  day  of  dome 
and  on  the  peynes  of  helle./  Of  this 
matere  seith  Salomon,  that  *  in  the  drede 
of  god  man  forleteth  his  sinne.'  /  Th» 
hete  of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  god,  and 
the  desiring  of  the  j<^ye  perdurable.  /  lao 
This  hete  draweth  the  herte  of  a  man  to 
god,  and  dooth  him  haten  his  sinne./ 
For  soothly,  ther  is  no-thing  that  savour- 
eth  so  wel  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his 
norice,  ne  no-thing  is  to  him  more  abho- 
minable  than  thilke  milk  whan  it  is 
medled  with  other  mete.  /  Bight  so  the 
sinful  man  that  loveth  his  sinne,  him 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  most  swete  of 
any-thing;/  but  fro  that  tyme  that 
he  loreth  sadly  our  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and 
desireth  the  lif  perdurable,  ther  nis  to 
him  no-thing  more  abhominaUe.  /  For  (50) 
soothly,  the  lawe  of  god  is  the  love  of 
god ;  for  which  Bavid  the  prophete  seith  : 
*  I  have  loved  thy  lawe  and  hated  wikked- 
nesse  and  hate';  he  that  loveth  god 
kepeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.  /  This  1^ 
tree  saugh  the  prophete  Daniel  in  spirit, 
np-on  the  avision  of  the  king  Nabugo- 
donosor,  whan  he  oonseiled  him  to  do 
penitence.  /  Penannoe  is  the  tree  of  lyf 
to  hem  that  it  receiven,  and  he  thai 
holdeth  him  in  verray  penitence  ia 
blessed ;  after  the  sentence  of  Salomon.  / 
§  7.  In  this  Penitence  or  Contricion 
man  shal  understonde  foure  thinges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  what  is  Contricion :  and 
whiche  been  the  causes  that  moeven  » 
man  to  Contricion :  and  how  he  sholde 
be  oontrit :  and  what  Contricion  availleth 
to  the  Boule.  /  Thanne  is  it  thus :  that 
Contricion  is  the  yvrmy  sorwe  that  a 
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Tn>ti  receiyeth  in  his  herte  for  his  sinnes, 
with  sad  purpos  to  shryvQ  him,  and  to 
dopenaunoe,  and  nevermore  to  do  sinne./ 
And  this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  manere, 
as  seith  seint  Bernard:  *it  shal  been 
hevy  and  grerons,  and  M  sharpe  and 

150  poinant  in  herte.'  /  First,  for  man  hath 
agilt  his  lord  and  his  creatoor;  and  more 
sharpe  and  poinant,  for  he  hath  agilt  his 
fiftder  celestial ;  /  and  yet  more  sharpe 
and  poinant,  for  he  hath  wrathed  and 
agilt  him  that  boghte  him ;  which  with 
his  precious  blood  hath  deliTered  us  fro 
the  bondes  of  sinne,  and  tto  the  omel- 
tee  of  the  devel  and  fro  the  peynes  of 
hella/ 

§a  The  causes  that  oghte  moere  a 
man  to  Oontricion  been  six.  First,  a 
man  shal  remembre  him  of  hise  sinnes ;  / 
but  loke  he  that  thilke  remembrance  ne 
be  to  him  no  delyt  by  no  wey,  but  greet 
shame  and  sorwe  for  his  gflt.  Fbr  Job 
seith :  *  sinftil  men  doon  werkes  worthy 

(60)  of  Confession.*  /  And  therfore  seith 
Esechie :  *  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf,  in  bittemesee  of  myn 

135  herte.'/  And  god  seith  in  the  Apocalips: 
*remembreth  yow  fro  whennes  that  ye 
been  fiftlle ' ;  for  bifom  that  tyme  that  ye 
sinned,  ye  were  the  children  of  god,  and 
limes  of  the  regne  of  god ;  /  but  for  your 
sinne  ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foul,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aniigels, 
sdaundre  of  holy  chirohe,  and  fode  of 
the  fftlse  serpent;  perpetuel  matere  of 
the  fyr  of  heUe.  /  And  yet  more  foul 
and  abhominable,  for  ye  trespassen  so 
ofbe  tyme,  as  doth  the  hound  that  re- 
toumeth  to  eten  his  spewing./  And 
yet  be  ye  fouler  for  your  longe  con- 
tinuing in  sinne  and  your  sinftd  usage, 
for  which  ye  be  roten  in  your  sinne, 
as  a  beest  in  his  dong.  /  Swiohe  manere 
of  thoghtes  maken  a  man  to  have  shame 
of  his  sinne,  and  no  delyt,  as  god  seith 

140!^  the  prophete  Ezeohiel:/  *3re  shal 
remembre  yow  of  youre  weyes,  and  they 
shuln  displese  yow.'  Sothly,  sinnes  been 
the  weyes  that  leden  folk  to  helle.  / 

§  9.  Theseoonde  cause  that  oghte  make 
a  man  to  have  desdeyn  of  sinne  is  this : 


that,  as  seith  seint  Peter,  'who40  that 
doth  sinne  is  thral  of  sinne ' ;  and  sinne 
put  a  man  in  greet  thraldom./  And 
therfore  seith  the  prophete  Esechiel: 
*  I  wente  sorweful  in  desdayn  of  my-sel£' 
And  certes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn ot  sinne,  and  withdrawe  him  frt>m 
that  thraldom  and  vileinye./  And  lo,  what 
seith  Seneca  in  this  matere.  He  seith 
thus :  *  though  I  wiste  that  neither  god 
ne  man  ne  sholde  nevere  knowe  it,  yet 
wolde  I  have  desdayn  for  to  do  sinne.'  /  (70) 
And  the  same  Seneca  also  seith :  *  I  am 
bom  to  gretter  thinges  than  to  be  thral 
to  my  body,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thraL'  /  Ne  a  fouler  thral  may  145 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his  body, 
than  for  to  jreven  his  body  to  sinne.  / 
Al  were  it  the  fouleste  cherl,  or  the  foul- 
este  womman  that  liveth,  and  leest  of 
value,  jret  is  he  thanne  more  foule  and 
more  in  servitute.  /  Bvere  frt>  the  hyer 
degree  that  man  fUleth,  the  more  is  he 
thral,  and  more  to  god  and  to  the  world 
vile  and  abhominable./  O  gode  god, 
wel  oghte  man  have  desdayn  of  sinne  ,*  sith 
that,  thurgh  sinne,  ther  he  was  free,  now 
is  he  maked  bonde.  /  And  therfore  s^yth 
Seint  Augustin  :  *  if  thou  hast  desdayn 
of  thy  servant,  if  he  agilte  or  sinne, 
have  thou  thanne  desdayn  that  thou 
thy-selfsholdest  do  sinne.'/  Take  reward  150 
of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be  to  foul  to 
thy^self./  Alias  I  wel  oghtenthoy  thanne 
have  desdayn  to  been  servaunts  and 
thraTles  to  sinne,  and  sore  been  ashamed 
of  hem-self,  /  that  god  of  his  endelees 
goodnesse  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  estaat, 
or  yeven  hem  wit,  strengthe  of  body,  hele, 
beautee,  prosperitee,  /  and  boghte  hem 
fro  the  deeth  with  his  herte  blood,  that 
they  so  unkindely,  agayns  his  gentilesse, 
quyten  him  sovileinsly,  to  slaughtre  of 
hir  owene  soules.  /  O  gode  god,  ye  (80) 
wommen  that  been  of  so  greet  beautee, 
remembreth  yow  of  the  proverbe  of 
Salomon,  that  seith:/  ^he  lykneth  a  i55 
fair  womman,  that  is  a  fool  of  hir  body, 
lyk  to  a  ring  of  gold  that  were  in  the 
groyn  of  a  sowe.'  /  For  right  as  a  sowe 
wroteth  in  everioh  ordure,  so  wroteth 
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she  hir  beaatee  in  the  stixxkinge  oxduze 
of  sinne./ 

§  10.  The  thridde  canae  that  oghte 
moeve  a  man  to  Contrioion,  it  drede  of 
the  day  of  dome,  and  of  the  horrible 
peyneB  of  helle.  /  For  as  seint  Jerome 
Beith :  *  at  evezy  tyme  that  me  zemem- 
breth  of  the  day  of  dome,  I  quake ;  /  for 
whan  I  ete  or  drinke,  or  what^eo  that 
I  do,  evere  eemeth  me  that  the  trompe 

i6o  sowneth  in  myn  ere:  /  rieeth  up,  ye  that 
been  dede,  and  cometh  to  the  jngement. '/ 
0  gode  god,  mnohel oghte  aman  to  drede 
swioh  a  jngement,  *  ther-as  we  shnllen 
been  alle,*  as  seint  Ponl  seith,  *  bifom  the 
sete  of  oore  lord  Jesn  Crist  *;  /  wher-as 
be  shal  make  a  general  oongregaoion, 
wher-as  no  man  may  been  absent  /  For 
oertes,  there  availleth  noon  essoyne  ne 

(90)  exonsacion.  /  And  nat  only  that  oore 
defantes  shnllen  be  jnged,  but  eek  that 

165  alle  onre  werkes  shnllen  openly  be  knowe./ 
And  as  seith  Seint  Bernard :  *ther  ne 
shal  no  pledinge  avaiUe,  ne  no  sleighte ; 
we  shnllen  yeven  rekeninge  of  everioh 
ydel  word.'/  Ther  shnl  we  han  a  jnge 
that  may  nat  been  deceived  ne  corrupt. 
And  why  ?  For,  oertes,  alle  our  thoghtes 
been  discovered  as  to  him;  neforpreyere 
ne  for  mode  he  shal  nat  been  corrupt.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Salomon :  *  the  wratthe 
of  god  ne  wol  nat  spare  no  wight,  for 
preyere  ne  for  yifte*;  and  therfbre,  at 
the  day  of  doom,  ther  nis  noon  hope  to 
escapei  /  Wherfore,  as  seith  Seint 
Anselm:  *ful  greet  angwinh  shnl  the 
sinftil  folk  have  at  that  tyme;/  ther 
shal  the  steme  and  wrothe  juge  sitte 
above,  and  under  him  the  horrible  put 
of  helle  open  to  destroyen  him  that  moot 
biknowen  hise  sinnes,  whiohe  sinnes 
openly  been  shewed  bifom  god  and  bi- 

170  fom  every  creature.  /  And  on  the  left 
syde,  mo  develes  than  herte  may  bithinke, 
for  to  harie  and  drawe  the  sinful  soules 
to  the  pyne  of  helle.  /  And  with-inne 
the  hertes  of  folk  shal  be  the  bytinge 
coBiscienoe,  and  with-oute-forth  shal  be 
the  world  al  bvenninge.  /  liVhider  shal 
thanne  the  wreoohed  siiiftil  man  flee  to 
hydenhim?    Certes,  he  may  nat  hyden 


him ;  he  moste  come  forth  and  shewon 
him.'/  For  certes,  as  seith  seint  Jerome: 
*  the  erthe  shal  casten  him  out  of  him, 
and  the  see  also ;  and  the  eyr  also,  thai 
shal  be  fU  of  thondeiHslappes  and  light- 
ninges.'  /  Now  sothly,  who«o  wel  re-  (100) 
membreth  him  of  thise  thinges,  I  gesee 
that  his  sinne  shal  nat  tume  him  in-to 
delyt,  but  to  greet  sorwe,  for  drede  of  the 
peyne  of  helle.  /  And  therfore  seith  Job  175 
to  god :  *  Bufl^  lord,  that  I  may  a  whyle 
biwaille  and  wepe,  er  I  go  with-oute 
returning  to  the  derke  lend,  covered  with 
the  derknesse  of  deeth ;  /  to  the  lend  of 
misese  and  of  derknesse,  where-as  is  the 
shadwe  of  deeth ;  whero-as  ther  is  noon 
ordre  or  ordinance,  but  grisly  drede  that 
evore  shal  laste.'  /  Lo,  here  may  ye  seen 
that  Job  preyde  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  waille  his  trespas;  for  soothly  oon 
day  of  respyt  is  bettre  than  al  the  tresor 
of  the  world./  And  for^M-muohe  as 
a  man  may  aoquiten  him-self  bifom  god 
by  penitence  in  this  world,  and  nat  by 
tresor,  therfore  shdde  he  preye  to  god 
to  yeve  him  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  biwaillen  his  trespas.  /  For  oertes, 
al  the  sorwe  that  a  man  mi^te  make 
fro  the  beginning  of  the  world,  nis  bat 
a  litel  thing  at  regard  of  the  sorwe  of 
heUe.  /  The  cause  why  that  Job  depeth  180 
helle  *  the  lend  of  derknesse ';  /  under- 
stondeth  that  he  depeth  it  *londe'  or 
erthe,  for  it  is  stable,  and  novere  shal 
£uUe;  '  derk,' for  he  that  is  in  helle  hath 
defaute  of  light  material  /  For  oertes, 
the  derke  light,  that  shal  come  out  of  tlie 
iyr  that  evore  shal  bronne,  shal  tume 
him  ol  to  peyne  that  is  in  helle ;  for  it 
sheweth  him  to  the  horrible  develes  that 
him  tormenten./  *  Covered  with  the 
derknesse  of  deeth ' :  that  is  to  Beyn^  that 
he  that  is  in  helle  shal  have  defaute  of 
the  sights  of  god ;  for  certes,  the  sighte 
of  god  is  the  lyf  perdurable./  *  The  (no) 
derknesse  of  deeth '  been  the  sinnes  that 
the  wreoohed  man  hath  doon,  whiohe 
that  destourben  him  to  see  the  Cmm  of 
god ;  right  as  doth  a  dork  doude  bitwixa 
us  and  the  sonne.  /  *  Lend  of  misese*:  /  1% 
by-cause  that  ther  been  three  maneros 
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of  defiMitos,  agagm  ihx«e  thingei  that  folk 
of  this  wodd  han  in  this  present  lyf , 
that  is  to  s^yn,  honoois,  delyces,  and 
richesses.  /  Agayns  honour,  haye  they 
in  helle  shame  and  conftuion.  /  SVurwel 
ye  woot  that  men  clepen  *  honour'  the 
rererenoe  that  man  doth  to  man ;  bat  in 
hello  is  noon  honour  ne  reverence.  Eor 
oertes,  na-more  reverence  shal  be  doon 
there  to  a  king  than  to  a  knave.  /  For 
iirhioh  god  seith  by  the  prophete  Jeramye : 

*  thilke  folk  that  me  despysen  shul  been 
in  despyt.'/  *  Honour'  is  eek  oleped 
greet  lordshxpe ;  ther  shal  no  man'serven 
other  bat  of  harm  and  torment.  *Honoar' 
is  eek  cleped  greet  dignitee  and  heigh- 
nesse ;  bat  in  helle  shal  they  been  al 

190  fortroden  of  develes.  /  And  god  seith : 
*the  horrible  develes  sholle  goon  and 
oomen  ap-on  the  hevedes  of  the  dampned 
folk.'  And  this  is  for^^s-mache  as,  the 
hyer  that  they  were  in  this  present  lyf, 
the  more  shalle  they  been  abated  and 
defooled  in  heUe.  /  Agayns  the  richesses 
of  this  world,  shal  they  han  misese  of 
poverte ;  and  this  poverte  shal  been  in 
f oare  thinges :  /  in  defkate  of  tresor,  of 
which  that  David  seith ;  *  the  riche  folk, 
that  embraceden  and  oneden  al  hir  herte 
to  tresor  of  this  world,  shal  slepe  in  the 
slepinge  of  deeth ;  and  no-thing  ne  shal 
they  flnden  in  hir  handes  of  al  hir 
tresor.'  /  And  more-over,  the  miiieisft  of 
helle  shal  been  in  defante  of  mete  and 
(110)  drinke.  /    for  god  seith  thos  by  Mpyses ; 

*  they  shal  been  wasted  with  hanger,  and 
the  briddes  of  helle  shal  devoaren  hem 
with  bitter  deeth,  and  the  galle  of  the 
dragon  shcJ.  been  hir  drinke,  and  the 

195  venim  of  the  dragon  hir  morsels.'  /  And 
forther-over,  hir  nnisftise  shal  been  in 
defaate  of  clothing:  for  they  shalle  be 
naked  in  body  as  of  clothing,  save  the  fyr 
in  which  they  brenne  and  othero  fllthes ;  / 
and  naked  shal  they  been  of  soole,  of  alle 
manere  vertaes,  which  that  is  the  doth- 
ing  of  the  scale.  Where  been  thanne  the 
gaye  robes  and  the  softe  shetes  and  the 
smaleshertes?/  Lo,  what  seith  god  of 
hem  by  the  prophete  Isaye :  *  that  ander 
hem  shal  been  strawed  motthes,  and  hir 


oovertores  shalle  been  of  wormes  of 
helle.'/  And  forther-over,  hir  miseise 
shal  been  in  deflate  of  freendes ;  for  he 
nis  nat  povre  that  hath  goode  freendes^ 
bat  there  is  no  freend ;  /  for  neither  god 
ne  no  creatare  shal  been  flreend  to  hem, 
and  everioh  ot  hem  shal  haten  other 
with  deedly  hate.  /  *The  sones  and  the  aoo 
doghtren  shollen  rebellen  agayns  fowler 
and  mooder,  and  kinrede  agayns  kinrede, 
and  chyden  and  despysen  everich  of  hem 
other,'  bothe  day  and  night,  as  god  seith 
by  the  prophete  Ifichias.  /  And  the 
lovinge  children,  that  whylom  loveden 
so  fleshly  everich  other,  wolden  everioh 
oThem  eten  other  if  they  mlghte.  /  For 
how  sholden  they  love  hem  togidre  in  the 
peyne  of  helle,  whan  they  hated  ech  of 
hem  other  in  the  prosperitee  of  this  lyf  ?  / 
For  traste  wel,  hir  fleshly  love  was  deedly 
hate ;  as  seith  the  prophete  Bavid:  *  who- 
so that  loveth  wikkednease  he  hateth  his 
soale.'  /  And  who-so  hateth  his  owene  (130) 
soale,  certes,  he  may  love  noon  other 
wight  in  no  manere.  /  And  therefore,  205 
in  helle  is  no  solas  ne  no  firendshipe,  bat 
evere  the  more  fleshly  kinredes  that  been 
in  helle,  the  more  carsinges,  the  more 
chydinges,  and  the  more  deedly  hate  ther 
Is  among  hem.  /  And  forther-over,  they 
shal  have  defaate  of  alle  manere  delyces ; 
for  certes,  delyces  been  after  the  appe- 
<«ytee  of  the  fyve  wittes,  as  sighte,  heringe, 
smellinge,  savoringe,  and  toachlnge.  / 
Bat  in  helle  hir  sighte  shal  be  fol  of 
derknesse  and  of  smoke,  and  therfore  tol 
of  teres ;  and  hir  heringe,  ftd  of  way- 
mentinge  and  of  grintinge  of  teeth,  as 
seith  Jesa  Crist ;  /  hir  nosethirles  shollen 
be  fol  of  stinkinge  stink.  And  as  seith 
Isaye  the  prophete :  '  hir  savcnring  shal 
be  fol  of  bitter  galle,'  /  And  toachlnge 
of  al  hir  body,  y-covered  with  *  tyt  that 
nevere  shal  qaenche,  and  with  wormes 
that  nevere  shul  dyen,'  as  god  seith  by 
the  month  of  Isaye.  /  And  for-os-muche  210 
as  they  shal  nat  wene  that  they  may 
dyen  for  peyne,  and  by  hir  deeth  flee 
fro  peyne,  that  may  they  anderstonden 
by  the  word  of  Job,  that  seith :  '  ther-as 
is  the  shadwe   of  deeth.'  /     Certes,  a 
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shadwe  hath  the  lyknesse  of  the  thing 
of  which  it  is  shadwe,  bat  shadwe  is  nat 
the  same  thing  of  which  it  is  shadwe.  / 
Bight  so  fareth  the  peyne  of  helle ;  it  is 
lyk  deeth  for  the  horrible  angoissh,  and 
why?  For  it  peyneth  hem  evere,  as 
thongh  they  sholde  dye  anon ;  bat  certes 
they  shal  nat  dye.  /  For  as  seith  Seint 
Gregorie:  'to  wrecche  caytiyes  shal  be 
deeth  with-oate  deeth,  and  ende  with- 
oaten  ende,  and  defaato  with-oate  fail- 

(140)  inge.  /  For  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  Uven, 
and  hir  ende  shal  everemo  biginne,  and 
215  hir  defaate  shal  nat  faille.'  /  And  ther- 
fore  s^ith  Seint  John  the  Evangelist: 
*  they  shnllen  folwe  deeth,  and  they  shal 
nat  finde  him ;  and  they  shal  desyren 
to  dye,  and  deeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.'  / 
And  eek  Job  seith:  that  'in  helle  is 
noon  ordre  of  role.'/  And  al-be-it  so 
that  god  hath  creat  alle  thinges  in  right 
ordre,  and  no-thing  with-oaten  ordre, 
bat  alle  thinges  been  ordeyned  and  nom- 
bred ;  yet  nathelees  they  that  been 
dampned  been  no-thing  in  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre.  /  For  the  erthe  ne 
shal  here  hem  no  irait.  /  For,  as  the 
prophete  David  seith :  '  god  shal  destroye 
the  firait  of  the  erthe  as  fro  hem ' ;  ne 
water  ne  shal  yeve  hem  no  moistare ;  ne 
920  the  eyr  no  refiresshing,  ne  fjrr  no  light.  / 
For  as  seith  seint  Basilie:  '  the  brenninge 
of  the  tyr  of  this  world  shal  god  yeven  in 
helle  to  hem  that  been  dampned ;  /  bat 
the  light  and  the  deemesse  shal  be  yeven 
in  hevene  to  hise  children ' ;  right  as  the 
gode  man  yeveth  flesh  to  hise  children, 
and  bones  to  his  hoondes.  /  And  for 
they  shallen  have  noon  hope  to  escape, 
seith  seint  Job  atte  laste:  that  'ther 
shal  horroar  and  grisly  drede  dwellen 
with-oaten  ende.'/  Horroar  is  alwey 
drede  of  harm  that  is  to  come,  and  this 
drede  shal  evere  dwelle  in  the  hertes  of 
hem  that  been  dampned.  And  therefore 
han  they  lorn  al  hir  hope,  for  sevene 

(150)  oaases.  /    First,  for  god  that  is  hir  jage 

shal  be  with-oaten  mercy  to  hem;   ne 

they  may  nat  plese  him,  ne  noon  of  hise 

halwes;  ne  they  ne  may  yeve  no-thing 

92$  for  hir  raanson ;  /  ne  they  have  no  vois 


to  speke  to  him ;  ne  they  may  nat  flee 
fro  peyne ;  ne  th^  have  no  goodnesse  in 
hem,  that  they  mowe  shewe  to  delivere 
hem  fro  peyne./  And  therfore  seith 
Salomon:  'the  wikked  man  dyeth;  and 
whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  have  noon  hope 
to  escape  firo  peyne.'/  Who^K)  thanne 
wolde  wel  onderstande  these  peynes,  and 
bithinke  him  weel  that  he  hath  deserved 
thilke  peynes  for  his  sinnes,  oertes,  he 
sholde  have  more  talent  to  syken  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  singen  and  to  ple3^  / 
For  as  that  seith  Salomon :  '  who-so  that 
hadde  the  science  to  knowe  the  peynes 
that  been  establissed  and  ordeyned  for 
sinne,  he  wolde  make  sorwe.'  /  '  Thilke 
scieiioe,'  as  seith  seint  Aogastin,  '  maketh 
a  man  to  waymenten  in  his  herte.'  /  930 

§  11.  The  foorthe  point,  that  oghte 
maken  a  man  to  have  contrioion,  is  the 
sorwefol  remembrance  of  the  good  that 
he  hath  left  to  doon  here  in  erthe ;  and 
eek  the  good  that  he  hath  lorn.  /  Soothly, 
the  gode  werkes  that  he  hath  left,  oather 
they  been  the  gode  werkes  that  he 
wroghte  er  he  fel  in-to  deedly  sinne,  or 
elles  the  gode  werkes  that  he  wroghte 
whUe  he  lay  in  sinne.  /  Soothly,  the 
gode  werkes,  that  he  dide  bifom  that  he 
fil  in  sinne,  been  al  mortified  and  astoned 
and  dolled  by  the  ofte  sinning.  /  The 
othere  gode  werkes,  that  he  wroghte 
whyl  he  lay  in  deedly  sinne,  they  been 
oatrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdurable  in 
hevene.  /  Thanne  thilke  gode  werkes  (160) 
that  been  mortified  by  ofte  sinning, 
whiche  gode  werkes  he  dide  whyl  he  was 
in  ohariteo,  ne  mowe  nevere  qaiken  agayn 
with-oaten  verray  penitence.  /  And  thor-  355 
of  seith  god,  l^  the  month  of  Esechiel : 
that,  'if  the  righiial  man  retame  agayn 
£rom  his  rightwisnesse  and  werke  wikked- 
nesse,  shal  he  live?'  /  Nay;  for  alle  the 
gode  werkes  that  he  hath  wroght  ne  shal 
nevere  been  in  remembrance ;  for  he  shal 
dyen  in  his  sinne.  /  And  aiH>n  thilke 
ohapitre  seith  seint  GFregorie  thos :  '  that 
we  shalle  onderstonde  this  principally;  / 
that  whan  we  doon  deedly  sinne,  it  ij 
for  noght  thanne  to  reheroen  oar  drawen 
in-to  memorie  the  gode  werkes  that  w« 
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luui  wroght  bifom.*  /  For  oertes,  in  the 
werkinge  of  the  deedly  dime,  ther  is  no 
trust  to  no  good  work  that  we  han  doon 
bifom;  that  is  to  miyn,  as  for  to  have 

140  therby  the  lyf  perdoraUe  in  hevene.  / 
Bnt  nathelees,  the  gode  wezkes  quken 
agayn,  and  comen  agayn,  and  helpen, 
and  ayaillen  to  have  the  lyf  perdorable 
in  heyene,  whan  we  han  contrioion.  / 
Bnt  soothly,  the  gode  werkes  that  men 
doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly  sinne, 
for-as-mnohe  as  they  were  doon  in  deedly 
sinne,  they  mi^  nevere  qniken  agayn.  / 
For  oertes,  thing  that  neyere  hadde  ]yt 
may  nevere  qxukene;  and  nathelees,  al- 
be-it  thai  they  ne  ayaUle  noght  to  han 
the  lyf  perdurable,  yet  availlen  th^y  to 
abregge  of  the  Tpeiyne  of  helle,  or  elles  to 
geten  temporal  richesw,  /  or  elles  that 
god  wole  the  rather  enlnmino  and  ligfatne 
the  herte  of  the  sinfdl  man  to  haTe 
(170)  repentance ;  /  and  eek  they  availlen  for 
to  nsen  a  man  to  doon  gode  werkes,  that 
the  feend  have  the  lasse  power  of  his 

HS  soole.  /  And  thns  the  corteis  lord  Jesa 
Orist  wole  that  no  good  werk  be  lost; 
for  in  somwhat  it  shal  availle.  /  But 
fbr^asHnnche  as  the  g^e  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  good  lyf; 
been  al  mortifled  by  sinne  fohringe ;  and 
eek,  sith  that  alle  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly 
^Srnne,  been  oatrely  dede  as  for  to  haye 
the  lyf  perdurable ;  /  wel  may  that  man, 
that  no  good  werke  ne  dooth,  singe  thilke 
newe  Frenshe  song :  *  Jay  tout  perdu  men 
temp$  et  mon  labour.*  /  For  oertes,  sinne 
bireveth  a  man  bothe  goodneese  of  nature 
and  eek  the  goodneese  of  grace.  /  For 
soothly,  the  grace  of  the  holy  goost 
fureth  lyk  f^r,  that  may  nat  been  ydel ; 
for  tyr  iUleth  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his 
wirkinge,  and   right   so  grace   fftyleth 

aSQ  anoon  as  it  fbrleteth  his  werkinge.  / 
Than  leseth  the  sinftd  man  the  goodneese 
of  g^orie,  that  only  is  bihight  to  gode 
men  that  labonren  and  werken.  /  Wel 
may  he  be  soiy  thanne,  that  oweth  al 
his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  hath  lived, 
and  eek  as  longe  as  he  shal  live,  that  no 
goodnesBO  ne  hath  to  psye  with  his  dette 


to  god,  to  whom  he  oweth  al  his  Ijrf.  / 
For  trust  wel,  ^  he  shal  yeven  acountcs,* 
as  scith  seint  Bernard,  *  of  alle  the  godes 
that  han  be  yeven  him  in  this  present 
lyf,  and  how  he  hath  hem  despended ;  / 
in  so  muohe  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse  an 
heer  of  his  heed,  ne  a  moment  of  an 
houre  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his  tyme, 
that  he  ne  shal  yeve  of  it  a  rekening.'  /     (180) 

§  12.  The  fifihe  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  remembrance  of 
the  passion  that  cure  lord  Jesu  Crist 
8u£fired  for  cure  sinnes.  /  Fbr,  as  seith  255 
seint  Bernard :  *  whyl  that  I  live,  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 
oure  lord  Grist  suf&ed  in  preohing ;  /  his 
werinesse  in  travailling,  hise  temptaoions 
whan  he  fasted,  hise  longe  wakingos 
whan  he  preyde,  hise  teres  whan  that 
he  weep  for  pitee  of  good  peple ;  /  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  Meyden  to  him ;  of  the  foule  spitting 
that  men  spitte  in  his  fac^  of  the 
buffettes  that  men  yaven  him,  of  the 
foule  mowes,  and  of  the  repreves  that 
men  to  him  seyden ;  /  of  the  nayles  with 
whiche  he  was  nailed  to  the  croys,  and 
of  al  the  remenant  of  his  passion  that  he 
suffred  fbr  my  sinnes,  and  no-thing  for 
his  gOV  /  And  ye  shul  understonde, 
that  in  mannos  sixme  is  every  manere  of 
ordre  or  ordinance  turned  up-so-doun.  /  260 
Tot  it  is  sooth,  that  god,  and  reson,  and 
sensuaUtee,  and  the  body  of  man  been  so 
ordeyned,  that  everich  of  thise  foure 
thinges  sholde  have  lordshipe  over  that 
other ;  /  as  thus :  god  sholde  have  lord- 
shipe over  reson,  and  reson  over  sensu- 
alitee,  and  sensnalitee  over  the  body  of 
man.  /  But  sothly,  whan  man  sinneth, 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  turned 
up-so-doun.  /  And  therfore  thanne,  for- 
as-muche  as  the  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
be  subget  ne  obeisant  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lord- 
shipe that  it  sholde  have  over  sensnalitee, 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  /  And  (190) 
why  ?  For  sensnalitee  rebolleth  thanne 
agayns  reson ;  and  by  that  wey  leseth 
reson  the  lordshipe  over  sensnalitee  and 
over  the  body.  /    For  ri^t  as  reson  is  ^ 
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rebel  to  god,  right  so  is  bothe  sensnalitee 
rebel  to  reson  and  the  body  also.  /  And 
certes,  this  disordinance  and  this  re- 
bellion oore  lord  Jesu  Crist  aboghte 
np-on  his  precious  body  ftil  dere,  and 
herkneth  in  which  -wyse.  /  For-as-mnche 
thanne  as  reson  is  rebel  to  god,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  sorwe  and  to  be 
deed.  /  This  snffired  oore  lord  Jesu  Crist 
for  man,  after  that  he  hadde  be  bitraysed 
of  his  disciple,  and  distr^yned  and 
bonnde,  *8o  that  his  blood  brast  out  at 
every  nail  of  hise  handes,'  as  seith  seint 
Augnstin.  /  And  forther-over,  for-as- 
mnchel  as  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
dannte  sensnalitee  whan  it  may,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  shame ;  and  this 
snffired  oure  lord  Jesa  Crist  for  man, 
ajo  whan  they  spetten  in  his  visage.  /  And 
forther-over,  for-as-mnchel  thanne  as  the 
caitif  body  of  man  is  rebel  bothe  to  reson 
and  to  sensnalitee,  therfore  is  it  worthy 
the  deeth.  /  And  this  snffired  onre  lord 
Jesu  Crist  for  man  np-on  the  croys, 
where-as  ther  was  no  part  of  his  body 
free,  with-onten  greet  peyne  and  bitter 
passion.  /  And  al  this  snffired  Jesu 
Crist,  that  nevere  forfeted.  And  therfore 
resonably  may  be  seyd  of  Jesn  in  this 
manere:  *to  mnohel  am  I  peyned  for 
the  thinges  that  I  nevere  deserved,  and 
to  mnche  defonled  for  shendshipe  that 
man  is  worthy  to  have.'  /  And  therfore 
may  the  sinfdl  man  wel  seye,  as  seith 
seint  Bernard:  'acnrsed  be  the  bitter- 
nesse  of  my  sinne,  for  which  ther  moete 
(joo)  be  snffired  so  mnchel  bittemesse.*  /  For 
oertes,  after  the  diverse  discordances  of 
onre  wikkednesses,  was  the  passion  of 
375  Jesn  Crist  ordeyned  in  diverse  thinges,  / 
asthns.  Certes,  sinftd  mannes  sonle  is 
bitraysed  of  the  devel  by  coveitise  of 
temporel  prosperitee,  and  scorned  by 
deceite  whan  he  cheseth  fleshly  delyces ; 
and  yet  is  it  tormented  by  inpacience  of 
adversitee,  and  bispet  by  servage  and 
snbjeccion  of  sinne ;  and  atte  laste  it  is 
slayn  finally.  /  For  this  disordinannce 
of  sinfUl  man  was  Jesn  Crist  first  bi- 
traysed, and  after  that  was  he  bonnde, 
that  cam  for  to  nnbynden  ns  of  sinne 


and  peyne.  /  Thanne  was  he  bisoomed, 
that  only  idiolde  han  been  honoured  in 
alle  thinges  and  of  alle  thinges./  Thanne 
was  his  visage,  that  oghte  be  desired 
to  be  seyn  of  al  man-kinde,  in  which 
visage  aungels  desyren  to  looke,  yUeynaiy 
bispet.  /  Thanne  was  he  scourged  that 
no-thing  hadde  agilt ;  and  fynally,  thanne 
was  he  crucified  and  slayn.  /  Thanne  aSo 
was  acompliced  the  word  of  Isaye :  *  he 
was  wounded  for  oure  misdedes,  and 
defonled  for  oure  felonies.'  /  Now  sith 
that  Jesn  Crist  took  np-on  him-self  the 
peyne  of  alle  oure  wikkednesses,  muohel 
oghte  sinful  man  wepen  and  bivrayle, 
that  for  hise  sinnes  goddes  sone  of 
hevene  sholde  al  this  peyne  endure.  / 

§  18.  The  sixte  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  the  hope  of  three 
thynges;  that  is  to  seyn,  foryifhesse  of 
sinne,  and  the  yifte  of  grace  wel  for  to 
do,  and  the  glorie  of  hevene,  with  which 
god  shal  guerdone  a  man  for  hise  gode 
dedes.  /  And  for-as-muohe  as  Jesu  Crist 
yeveth  us  thise  yiftes  of  his  lai^gesse  and 
of  his  Bovereyn  bountee,  therfore  is  he 
deped  Je8U9  Naearenus  rex  Jtideorum.  /  {216) 
Jesus  is  to  seyn  'saveonr'  or  *salvaoion,' 
on  whom  men  shnl  hope  to  have  foxTif- 
nesse  of  sinnes,  which  that  is  proprely 
salvacion  of  sinnes.  /  And  therfore  seyde  gSs 
the  aungel  to  Joseph :  *  thou  shalt  olepen 
his  name  Jesus,  that  shal  saven  his  peple 
of  hir  sinnes.'  /  And  heer-of  seith  seint 
Peter :  *  ther  is  noon  other  name  under 
hevene  that  is  yeve  to  any  man,  by  which 
a  man  may  be  saved,  but  only  Jesus.'  / 
NaearenuM  is  as  mnche  for  to  Beye  as 

*  florisshinge,'  in  which  a  man  shal  hope, 
that  he  that  yeveth  him  remission  of 
sinnes  shal  yeve  him  eek  grace  wel  for  to 
do.  For  in  the  flour  is  hope  of  fruit  in 
tyme  oominge;  and  in  foiyifVioase  of 
dnnes  hope  of  grace  wel  for  to  da  / 

*  I  was  atte  dore  of  thyn  herte,'  seith 
Jesus,  ^  and  deped  for  to  entre ;  he  that 
openeth  to  me  shal  have  foiyifhease  of 
sinne./  I  wol  entre  in-to  him  by  my 
grace,  and  soupe  with  him,'  by  the  goode 
werkes  that  he  shal  doon ;  whiche  werkes 
been  the  foode  of  god;   *and  he  thai 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


T.  H  14»  15.] 


I.   ZU  {pttf^^tB  Z^itt. 


683 


■oape  with  me,'  hy  the  giete  joye  that 
J90  I  shal  yeven  him.  /  Thns  shal  man  hope, 
for  hise  werkes  of  penaonce,  that  god 
shall  yeyen  him  his  regne;  aahebihoteth 
him  hi  the  gospeL  / 

§  14.  Now  shal  a  man  nnderstonde,  in 
whioh  manere  shal  been  his  oontrioion. 
I  sejre,  that  it  shal  been  nniversal  and 
total;  this  is  to  s^yn,  a  man  shal  be 
verray  repentant  for  aUe  hise  sinnes  that 
he  hath  doon  in  delyt  of  his  thoght ;  for 
delyt  is  tuX  perilous.  /  For  ther  been 
two  manere  of  oonsentinges ;  that  oon  of 
hem  is  cleped  consentinge  of  a£fecoion, 
whan  a  man  is  moeved  to  do  sinne,  and 
deljrteth  him  longe  for  to  thinke  on  that 
sinne  ;  /  and  his  reson  apercesrveth  it 
wel,  that  it  is  sinne  agajms  the  lawe  of 
god,  and  yet  his  reson  refireyneth  nat  his 
fool  deljrt  or  talent,  though  he  see  wel 
apertly  that  it  is  agayns  the  reverence  uf 
god;  al-thongh  his  reson  ne  oonsente 
(ajo)  noght  to  doon  that  sinne  in  dede,  /  yet 
seyn  sonmie  doctoors  that  swich  delyt 
that  dwelleth  longe,  it  is  ftil  periloos, 
^5  al  be  it  nevere  so  lite.  /  And  also  a  man 
sholde  sorwe,  namely,  for  al  that  evere 
he  hath  desired  agayn  the  lawe  of  god 
with  perfit  consentinge  of  his  reson ;  for 
ther-of  is  no  donte,  that  it  is  deedly  sinne 
in  consentinge.  /  For  certes,  ther  is  no 
deedly  sinne,  that  it  nas  first  in  mannes 
thought,  and  after  that  in  his  delyt ;  and 
so  forth  in-to  consentinge  and  in-to  dede./ 
Wherfore  I  s^e,  that  many  men  ne  re- 
penten  hem  nevere  of  swiohe  thoghtes 
and  delytes,  ne  nevere  shryven  hem  of  it, 
bat  only  <Mf  the  dede  of  grete  sinnes 
outward.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  swiohe 
wikked  delytes  and  wikked  thoghtes  been 
subtile  bigyleres  of  hem  that  shuUen  be 
dampned.  /  More-over,  man  oghte  to 
sorwe  for  hise  wikkede  wordes  as  wel  as 
for  hise  wikkede  dedes ;  for  certes,  the 
repentance  of  a  m'ngnler  sinne,  and  nat 
repente  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes,  or  elles 
repenten  him  of  aUe  hise  othere  sinnes, 
and  nat  of  a  singnler  sinne,  may  nat 
$00  avaiUe.  /  For  certes,  god  almighty  is  al 
good;  and  ther-fore  he  foryeveth  al,  or 
elles  right  noghtt/    And  heerof  seith 


seint  Augustin :  *  I  woot  certeinly  /  that 
god  is  enemy  to  everioh  sinnere*;  and 
how  thanne  ?  He  that  observeth  o  sinne, 
shal  he  have  foryiibesse  of  the  reme- 
naunt  of  hi86  othere  sinnes?  Nay.  / 
And  forther-over,  contrioion  sholde  be 
wonder  sorweftd  and  anguissons,  and 
therfore  yeveth  him  god  pleynly  his 
mercy;  and  therfore,  whan  my  soule 
was  anguiasous  with-inne  me,  I  hadde 
remembrance  of  god  that  my  preyere 
mighte  come  to  him.  /  Forther-over,  (j^u) 
oontrioion  moste  be  continuel,  and  that 
man  have  stedefast  purpos  to  shiyven 
him,  and  for  to  amenden  him  of  his  lyf.  /  305 
For  soothly,  whyl  ocmtrioion  lasteth,  man 
may  evere  have  hope  of  foryifiiesse ;  and 
of  this  oomth  hate  of  sinne,  that  destroy- 
eth  sinne  bothe  in  Jiirwoi/'^  and  eek  in 
other  folk,  at  his  power.  /  For  whioh 
seith  David :  *  ye  that  loven  god  hateth 
wikkednesse.'  For  tmsteth  wel,  to  love 
god  is  for  to  love  that  he  loveth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth.  / 

§  16.  The  laste  thing  that  man  shal 
understonde  in  contrioion  is  this;  wher- 
of  avayleth  contrioion.  I  s^ye,  that  som 
tyme  contrioion  delivereth  a  man  fh> 
sinne;  /  of  which  that  David  seith: 
*I  seye,'  quod  David,  that  is  to  seyn, 
*  I  purposed  fermely  to  shryve  me ;  and 
thow.  Lord,  releeedest  my  sinne.'  /  And 
right  so  as  contrioion  availleth  noght, 
with-outen  sad  purpos  of  shrifte,  if  man 
have  oportunitee,  right  so  litel  worth  is 
shrifte  or  satii£BMcion  with-outen  con- 
tricion.  /  And  more-over,  oontrioion  31U 
deetroyeth  the  prison  of  helle,  and  maketh 
wayk  and  feble  aUe  the  strengthes  of  the 
develes,  and  restoreth  the  yiftGa  of  the 
holy  goost  and  of  aUe  gode  vertues;/  and 
it  clenseth  the  soule  of  sinne,  and 
delivereth  the  soule  fro  the  i>eyne  of 
helle,  and  fro  the  companye  of  the  devel, 
and  fro  the  servage  of  sume,  and  restoreth 
it  to  aUe  godes  espirituels,  and  to  the 
companye  and  communion  of  holy 
chirche.  /  And  forther-over,  it  maketh 
him  that  whylom  was  sone  of  ire  to  be 
sone  of  grace ;  and  aUe  thise  thinges  been 
preved  by  holy  writ  /    And  therfore,  he 
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that  wolde  sette  hia  entente  to  thise 
thinges,  he  were  ftd  wyB ;  for  soothly,  he 
ne  sholde  nat  thanne  in  al  hia  lyf  have 
oomge  to  sinne,  but  yeven  his  body  and 
al  his  herte  to  the  service  of  Jesn  Crist, 
(240)  and  therK>f  doon  him  homma^.  /  For 
soothly,  oore  swete  lord  Jesn  Crist  hath 
spared  ns  so  debonairly  in  our  iblies,  that 
if  he  ne  hadde  pitee  of  mannes  soole, 
315  a  Bory  song  we  mighten  alle  singe./ 

Explicit  prima  pars  Penitentie;  et 
sequitor  secimda  pars  eiuadem. 

§  16.  The  seoonde  partie  of  Penitence  is 
GonfiBSsion,  that  is  signe  of  oontrioion.  / 
Now  shnl  ye  nnderstonde  what  is  Con- 
fession, and  whether  it  oghte  nodes  be 
doon  or  noon,  and  whiohe  thinges  been 
oovenable  to  verray  Confession.  / 

§  17.  First  shaltow  understonde  that 
Confession  is  verray  shewinge  of  sinnes 
to  the  preest ;  /  this  is  to  seyn  *  vem^r,* 
for  he  moste  confessen  him  of  alle  the 
oondioiouns  that  bilongen  to  his  sinne,  as 
ferf orth  as  he  can.  /  Al  moot  be  seyd, 
and  no  thing  excused  ne  hid  ne  for* 
wrapped,  and  noght  avannte  him  of  his 
33ogode  werkes./  And  farther  over,  it  is 
neoessazie  to  understonde  whennes  that 
sinnes  springen,  and  how  they  enovesen, 
and  whiche  they  been.  / 

§  18w  Of  the  springinge  of  sinnes  selth 
seint  Paul  in  this  wise :  that  'right  as  hy 
a  man  sinne  entred  first  in-to  this  world, 
and  thurgh  that  sinne  deeth,  right  so 
thilke  deeth  entred  in-to  aUe  men  that 
sinneden.*/  And  this  man  was  Adam, 
by  whom  sinne  entred  in-to  this  world 
whan  he  brak  the  oomaundement  of 
god.  /  And  therfore,  he  that  first  was  so 
mighty  that  he  sholde  not  have  dyed, 
bicam  swich  oon  that  he  moste  nedee  dye, 
whether  he  wolde  or  noon ;  and  all  hia 
progenia  in  this  world  that  in  thilke  man 
(350)  Biuneden.  /  Loke  that  in  th'estaat  of 
innocence,  when  Adam  and  Eve  naked 
weren  in  paradys,  and  no-thing  ne  hadden 
3^5  shame  of  hir  nakednesse,  /  how  that  the 
serpent,  that  was  most  wyly  of  alle  othere 
bestes  that  god  hadde  maked,  seyde  to 


the  womman :  *  why  oomannded  god  to 
yow,  ye  sholde  nat  eten  of  every  tree  in 
paradys?'/  The  womman  answerde: 
*  of  the  firuit^'  quod  she,  *of  the  trees  in 
paradys  we  f eden  us ;  but  soothly,  of  the 
firuit  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  middel  of 
paradys,  god  forbad  us  for  to  ete,  ne  nat 
touohen  it,  lest  per-aventure  we  should 
dyen.'  /  The  serpent  seyde  to  the  wom- 
man: *nay,  nay,  ye  shul  nat  dyen  of 
deeth;  for  sothe,  god  woot,  that  what  day 
that  ye  eten  ther-of,  yoxae  eyen  lAiul 
opene,  and  ye  shul  been  as  goddes, 
knowinge  good  and  harm.  */  The  wom- 
man thanne  saugh  that  the  tree  was  good 
to  feding,  and  fair  to  the  eyen,  and 
delytable  to  the  sighte ;  she  tok  of  the 
firuit  of  the  tree,  and  eet  it,  and  yaf  to  hir 
honsbonde,  and  he  eet ;  and  anoon  the 
eyen  of  hem  bothe  openeden.  /  And 
whan  that  they  knewe  that  they  were 
naked,  they  sowed  of  fige-leves  a  manero 
of  breohes  to  hiden  hir  membres.  /  There  330 
may  ye  seen  that  deedly  sinne  hath  first 
suggestion  of  the  feond,  as  sheweth  here 
by  ^e  naddre ;  and  afterward,  the  delyt 
of  the  flesh,  as  sheweth  here  by  Eve ;  and 
after  that,  the  oonsentinge  of  resoun,  as 
sheweth  here  by  Adam.  /  For  trust  wel, 
thogh  so  were  that  the  feend  tempted  Eve, 
tiiat  istoseyn  theflesh,  and  the  flesh  hadde 
delyt  in  the  beautee  of  the  firuit  defended, 
yet  certes,  til  that  resoun,  that  is  to  sejrn, 
Adam,  consented  to  the  etinge  of  the 
fruit,  yet  stood  he  in  th'estaat  of  inno- 
oence.  /  Of  thilke  Adam  toke  we  thilko 
sinne  original;  for  of  him  fleshly  de- 
scended be  we  alle,  and  engendred  of  vile 
and  corrupt  matere./  And  whan  the 
soule  is  put  in  our  body,  right  anon  is 
contract  original  sinne ;  and  that,  that 
was  erst  but  only  peyne  of  ooncupiscenoe, 
is  afterward  bothe  peyne  and  sinne.  /  (a6o) 
And  therfinre  be  we  alle  bom  aones  of 
wratthe  and  of  dampnaoion  perdurable,  if 
it  nere  baptesme  that  we  receyven,  which 
binimeth  us  the  culpe ;  but  finr  sothe,  the 
peyne  dwelleth  with  us,  as  to  tempta- 
cion,  which  peyne  highte  concupiscence.  /  9S5 
"Whan  it  is  wrongftiUy  disposed  or  or- 
deyned  in  man,  it  maketh  him  eoveito, 
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1^  ooreitkn  of  flesh,  fleshly  sinne,  by 
gi^te  of  hise  eyen  as  to  erthely  thinges, 
and  ooveitiae  of  hyneose  by  pryde  of 
herta./ 

§  19.  Now  as  for  to  speken  of  the  flrsta 
ooveitiae,  that  is,  concnpisoence  after  the 
lawe  of  oore  membres,  that  weron  lawe- 
ftiUiohe  y-maked  and  by  rightful  jnge- 
ment  of  god ;  /  I  seye,  for-as-mnoho  as 
man  is  nat  obeisaant  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord,  therfoxe  is  the  flesh  to  him  dis- 
obeisaunt  thnigh  oonoupiscenoe,  which 
yet  is  doped  norissinge  of  sinne  and 
occasion  of  sinne.  /  Therfore,  al  the 
whyle  that  a  man  hath  in  him  the  peyne  of 
ooncTtpisoenoe,  it  is  impossible  but  he  bo 
tempted  somtyme,  and  moeved  in  his 
flesh  to  sinne.  /  And  this  thing  may  nat 
fSftiUe  as  longe  as  he  liveth ;  it  may  wel 
weize  feble  and  fiulle,  1^  Tertn  of  baptesme 
and  by  the  grace  of  god  thorgh  peni- 
340  tence ;  /  bat  ftilly  ne  shal  it  nevero 
q;aendie,  that  he  ne  shal  som  tymo  be 
moeved  in  him-self,  bat-if  he  were  al 
refireyded  by  aiknesse,  or  by  maleflce  of 
aorcerie  or  oolde  drinkes.  /  For  lo,  what 
seith  seint  Paul:  *the  flesh  ooveiteth 
agayn  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  agayn  the 
flesh;  they  been  so  oontrarie  and  so 
stryven,  thai  a  man  may  nat  alwey  doon 

'  OS  he  wolde.'  /  The  same  sekit  Paul, 
after  his  grete  penannoe  in  water  and  in 
lond  (in  water  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
greet  peril  and  in  greet  pesme,  in  lond, 
in  flunine,  in  thnrst,  in  cold  and  cloth- 
leas,  and  ones  stoned  almost  to  the 
deeth)/  yet  seyde  he:  *  alias!  I,  caytif 
man,    who   shal    delivere   me   fro   the 

(aTo)  prisonn  of  my  caytif  body?'/  And  seint 
Jerome,  whan  he  longe  tyme  hadde  woned 
in  desert,  where-as  he  hadde  no  com- 
panye  but  of  wilde  bestes,  where-as  he  ne 
hadde  no  mete  bat  herbes  and  water  to 
his  drinke,  ne  no  bed  bnt  the  naked  erthe, 
for  which  his  flesh  was  blak  as  an 
Ethiopen  for  hete  and  ny  destroyed  for 
345  cold,/  yet  seyde  he :  that  *  the  brennlnge  of 
lecherie  boiled  in  al  his  body.'/  Wherfore 
I  woot  wel  sikerly,  that  they  been 
deoeyved  that  sejm,  that  they  ne  bo  nat 
tempted   in   hir   body.  /    Witnesse  on 


Seint  Jame  the  Apostel,  that  seith  t  that 
*  every  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen  oon- 
onpisoenee;'  that  is  to  seyn,  that  everich 
of  OS  hath  matere  and  occasion  to  be 
tempted  of  the  norissinge  of  sinne  that 
is  in  his  body.  /  And  therforo  seith 
Seint  John  the  Evanngelist:  *if  that 
we  seyn  that  we  both  with-oate  sinno, 
we  deceyre  os-selve,  and  troathe  Ib  nat 
in  OS.'/ 

§  20.  Now  shal  ye  onderstonde  in  what 
manere  that  sinne  wexeth  or  encreseth 
in  man.  Tho  flrste  thing  is  thilke  noris- 
singe of  sinne,  of  which  I  spak  bifom, 
thilke  fleshly  oonoapisoence.  /  And  after  330 
that  comth  Uie  sabjeocion  of  the  devel, 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  develes  bely,  with 
which  he  Uoweth  in  man  the  fyr  of 
fleshly  conenpisoenoe.  /  And  after  that, 
a  man  bithinketh  him  whether  he  wol 
doon,  or  no,  thilke  thing  to  which  he  is 
tempted.  /  And  thanne,  if  that  a  man 
withstonde  and  weyve  the  firtte  entysinge 
of  his  flesh  and  of  the  feend,  thanne  is  it 
no  sinne ;  and  if  it  so  be  that  he  do  nat 
so,  thanne  fdeth  he  anon  a  flambe  of 
dcjyt./  And  thanne  is  it  good  to  be 
war,  and  kepen  him  wel,  or  elles  he  wol 
falle  anon  in-to  oonsentlnge  of  sinne; 
and  thanne  wol  he  do  it,  if  he  may  have 
tyme  and  place.  /  And  of  this  matere  (380) 
seith  Moyses  by  the  devel  in  this  manere : 
'  the  fsend  seith,  I  wole  chace  and  porsno 
the  man  by  wikked  soggestion,  and  I  wole 
hente  him  by  moev3n:ige  or  stiringe  of 
sinne.  I  wol  departe  my  piyse  or  my 
praye  by  deliberacion,  and  my  lost  shal 
been  accompUced  in  delyt ;  I  wol  drawo 
my  swerd  in  oonsentinge:'/  for  cortes,  355 
right  as  a  swerd  departeth  a  thing  in  two 
peces,  right  so  oonsentinge  departeth  god 
firo  man :  *  and  thanne  wol  I  sleen  him 
with  myn  hand  in  dode  of  sinne ' ;  thus 
seith  the  feend.  /  For  certes,  thanne  is 
A  man  al  deed  in  sonle.  And  thus  is 
sinne  accomplioed  by  temptacion,  by 
delyt,  and  by  oonsentinge ;  and  thanne  is 
the  sin  cleped  actael  / 

§  21.  For  sothe,  sinne  is  in  two 
maneros;  oather  it  is  venial,  or  deedly 
sinne.     Soothly,  whan  man  loyeth  any 
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oreature  more  than  Jesa  Cxist  onre 
creatonT,  thanne  is  it  deedly  sinne.  And 
yenial  synne  is  it,  if  man  love  Jesn  Crist 
lasse  than  him  oghte.  /  For  sothe,  the 
dede  of  this  venial  sinne  is  fal  perilous ; 
for  it  amennseth  the  love  that  men 
sholde  han  to  god  more  and  more.  /  And 
therfore,  if  a  man  charge  him-self  with 
manye  swiche  venial  sinnes,  certes,  bnt-if 
BO  be  that  he  som  tyme  descharge  him  of 
hem  by  shrifbe,  they  mowe  fril  lightly 
amennse  in  him  al  the  love  that  he  hath 

360  to  Jesa  Crist ;  /  and  in  this  wise  skippeth 
venial  in-to  deedly  sinne.  For  oertes,  the 
more  that  a  man  ohargeth  his  sonle  with 
venial  sinnes,  the  more  is  he  enolyned  to 
fallen  in-to  deedly  sinne.  /  And  therfore, 
lat  OS  nat  be  neoligent  to  desohargen  ns 
of  venial  sinnes.  For  the  proverbe  seith : 
that  manye  smale  maken  a  greet.  /  And 
herkne  this  ensample.  A  greet  wawe  of 
the  see  oomth  som-tyme  with  so  greet 
a  violence  that  it  drencheth  the  ship. 
And  the  same  harm  doth  som-tyme 
the  smale  dropes  of  water,  that  entren 
thorgh  a  litel  crevaoe  in-to  the  thnrrok, 
and  in-to  the  botme  of  the  ship,  if  men 
be  so  nedigent  that  they  ne  descharge 
hem  nat  by  tyme.  /  And  therfore,  al- 
thogh  ther  be  a  difference  bitwixe  thise 
two  causes  of  drenohinge,  algates  the 
(990)  ship  is  droynt.  /  Bight  so  fareth  it  som- 
tyme  of  deedly  sinne,  and  of  anoyonse 
veniale  sinnes,  whan  they  malUplye  in 
a  man  so  greetly,  that  thilke  worldly 
thinges  that  he  loveth,  thnigh  whiche  he 
sinneth  venially,  is  as  greet  in  his  herte 

365  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  /  And  ther- 
fore, the  love  of  every  thing,  that  is  nat 
biset  in  god  ne  doon  principally  for 
goddes  sake,  al-thongh  that  a  man  love  it 
lasse  than  god,  yet  is  it  venial  sinne ;  / 
and  deedly  sinne,  whan  the  love  of  any 
thing  weyeth  in  the  herte  of  man  as 
mnohel  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  / 
*  Deedly  sinne,'  as  seith  seint  Angostin, 
*is,  whan  a  man  tnmeth  his  herte  fro 
god,  which  that  is  verray  sovereyn 
bonntee,  that  may  nat  ohannge,  and 
yejTJjiih  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
ohannge  and  fUtte ' ;  /  and  oertee.  that  is 


every  thing,  save  god  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is,  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  god  with  id  his 
herte,  nn-to  a  creature,  certes,  as  muohe 
of  his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  thilke  creature, 
so  mnche  he  bireveth  fro  god;/  and 
therfore  doth  he  sinne.  For  he,  that  is 
dettour  to  god,  ne  yeldeth  nat  to  god  al 
his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al  the  love  of 
his  herte.  /  37^ 

§  22.  Kow  sith  man  understondeth 
generally,  which  is  venial  sinne,  thanne 
is  it  covenable  to  tellen  specially  of  sinnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  per-aventure  ne 
demeth  hem  nat  sLones,  and  ne  shiyveth 
him  nat  of  the  same  thinges ;  and  yet 
nathelees  they  been  sinner  /  Soothly, 
as  thise  derkes  wryten,  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  at  every  tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or 
drinketh  more  than  sn^seth  to  the 
snstenaunce  of  his  body,  in  oertein  he 
dooth  sinne.  /  And  eek  whan  he  speketh 
more  than  nedeth,  it  is  sinne.  Eke  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the  comj^eint 
of  the  povre.  /  Eke  whan  he  is  in  hele 
of  body  and  wol  nat  fkste,  whan  othere 
folk  faste,  with-onten  cause  resonaUa. 
Eke  whan  he  slepeth  more  than  nedeth, 
or  whan  he  oomth  by  thilke  enchesoon 
to  late  to  chirohe,  or  to  othere  werkes  of 
charite.  /  Eke  whan  he  uaeth  his  W3^,  (900) 
with-outen  sovereyn  desyr  of  engendrure, 
to  the  honour  of  god,  or  for  the  entente 
to  yelde  to  his  wyf  the  dette  of  his  body./  375 
Eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visite  the  sike  and 
the  prisoner,  if  he  may.  Eke  if  he  love 
wyf  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thing, 
more  than  resoun  requyreth.  £^e  if  he 
flatere  or  blandishe  more  than  him  oghte 
for  any  necessitee.  /  Eke  if  he  amenuse 
or  withdrawe  the  almesse  of  the  povre. 
Eke  if  he  appanolleth  his  mete  more 
deliciously  than  node  is,  or  ete  it  to 
hastily  by  likerousnease.  /  Eke  if  he  tale 
vanitees  at  chirche  or  at  goddes  service, 
or  that  he  be  a  talker  of  jrdel  wordes  of 
folye  or  of  vileinye ;  for  he  shal  yelden 
aoountes  of  it  at  the  day  of  dome.  /  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assureth  to  do  thinges 
that  he  may  nat  perfoume.  Eke  whaa 
that  he,  by  lightnesse  or  folic,  missoyeth 
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or  loorneth  his  neigfaebore.  /    Eke  whan 
he  hath  any  wikked  snspeoion  of  thing:, 

380  ther  he  ne  wooi  of  it  no  loothfactneMe.  / 
ThiM  thinges  and  mowith-onte  nombx« 
been  nnneSf  as  aeith  leint  Angaetin.  / 

Now  ahal  men  nnderstonde,  that  al-be- 
it  so  that  noon  erthely  man  may  eschne 
alle  venial  sinnes,  yet  may  he  refreyne 
him  by  the  brenninge  love  that  he  hath 
to  onre  lord  Jesn  Crista  and  by  preyeres 
and  confession  and  othere  gode  werkes, 
so  that  it  shal  bnt  litel  greve.  /  For,  as 
seith  seint  Angostin :  *  if  a  man  lore  god 
in  swiohe  manere,  that  al  that  evere  he 
doth  is  in  the  love  of  god,  and  for  the  love 
of  god  verraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the 
love  of  god :  /  loke,  how  mnche  that 
a  drope  of  water  that  falleth  in  afcmmeys 
fhl  of  fyr  anoyeth  or  greveth,  so  mnohe 
an<^eth  a  venial  sinne  nn-to  a  man  that 
(310)  is  parflt  in  the  love  of  Jesn  Crist  V  Hen 
may  also  refireyne  venial  sinne  hy  re- 
oeyvinge  worthily  of  the  precious  body 

.185  of  Jesn  Crist ;  /  l^  reoeyving  eek  of  holy 
water;  by  almesdede;  by  general  con- 
fession of  Oot^Ueor  at  masse  and  at 
complin ;  and  by  blessinge  of  bisshopes 
and  of  preestes,  and  by  othere  gode 
werkesi/ 

Explicit  secnnda  pars  Penitentte. 

Seqnitar  de  Septem  Ptccatis  Mortalibna 
et  eormn  dependencils  drcimistanciis 
et  spedebns. 

§  S8.  Now  is  it  bihovely  thing  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  deedly  sinnes,  this  is  to 
seyn,  ohieftaines  of  sinnes;  alle  they 
renne  in  o  lees,  bat  in  diverse  maneres. 
Now  been  they  oleped  ohieftaines  for-as- 
mnche  as  they  been  chief,  and  fspringers 
of  alle  othere  sinnes.  /  Of  the  roote  of 
thiee  sevene  sinnes  thanne  is  Pryde,  the 
general  rote  of  alle  harmes;  for  of  this 
rote  spnngen  certein  brannohes,  as  Ire, 
Envye,  Accidie  or  Slewthe,  Avarice  or 
Coveitise  (to  commune  nnderstondinge), 
Glotonye,  and  Leoherye.  /  And  everioh 
of  thiae  chief  sinnes  hath  hise  brannohes 
and  hise  twigges,  as  shal  be  declared  in 
hir  chapitres  folwinge.  / 


\.   De  Snperbia. 

§  24.  And  thogh  so  be  that  no  man 
can  oatrely  telle  the  nombre  of  the 
twigges  and  of  the  harmes  that  eometh 
of  Piyde,  yet  wol  I  shewe  a  partie  of 
hem,  as  ye  shal  nnderstonde.  /  Ther  390 
is  Inobedience,  Avanntinge,  Ipocrisie, 
Despyt,  Arrogance,  Impndenoe,  Swellinge 
of  herte.  Insolence,  Elacion,  Impacience, 
Strif,  Contomaoie,  Presompcion,  Irrev- 
erence, Pertinade,  Yeyne  Glorie;  and 
many  another  twig  that  I  can  nat 
declare.  /  Inobedient,  is  he  that  dis- 
obeyeth  fbr  despyt  to  tiie  eomandements 
of  god  and  to  hise  sovereyns,  and  to  his 
goostly  fftder.  /  Avaontonr,  is  he  that 
bosteth  of  the  hann  or  of  the  bonntee 
that  he  bath  doon.  /  Ipocrite,  is  he  that 
hydeth  to  shewe  him  swiche  as  he  is,  and 
sheweth  him  swiche  as  he  noght  is.  /  (3J0) 
Dem>itoiis,  is  he  that  hath  desdeyn  of  his 
neighebore,  that  is  to  s^jm,  of  his  evene- 
oristene,  or  hath  despyt  to  doon  that  him 
oghte  to  da  /  Arrogant,  is  he  that  $9S 
thinketh  that  he  hath  thilke  boontees  in 
him  that  he  hath  noght,  or  weneth  that 
he  sholde  have  hem  by  hise  desertes ;  or 
elles  he  demeth  that  he  be  that  he  nis 
nat.  /  Impudent,  is  he  that  for  his  pride 
hath  no  shame  of  hise  sinnes./  Swellinge 
of  herte,  is  whan  a  man  rejoyiieth  him  of 
harm  that  he  hath  doon.  /  Insolent,  is 
he  that  despyseth  in  his  jugement  alle 
othere  folk  as  to  regard  of  his  value,  and 
of  his  conning,  and  of  his  speking,  and  of 
his  bering.  /  Elacion,  is  whan  he  ne  may 
neither  snflre  to  have  maiiter  ne  felawe.  /  400 
Impaoient,  is  he  that  wol  nat  been  y- 
taught  ne  undemome  of  his  vyoe,  and  by 
stryf  werreyeth  trouthe  witingly,  and 
defllsndeth  his  foljre.  /  CkmUimax,  is  he 
that  thuzgh  his  indignacion  is  agayns 
everich  auctoritee  or  power  of  hem  that 
been  hise  sovereyns.  /  Presnmpcion,  is 
whan  a  man  undertaketh  an  empryse 
that  him  oghte  nat  do,  or  elles  that  he 
may  nat  do ;  and  that  is  called  Snrqui- 
drie.  Irreverence,  is  whan  men  do  nat 
honour  thereas  hem  oghte  to  doon,  and 
waiteu  to  be  reverenced.  /    Pertinacie, 
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is  vhaa  man  deffendeUi  his  folye,  and 
{S30)  tmsteth  to  mnchel  in  his  owene  wit.  / 
Yeyn^  glorie,  is  for  to  have  pompe  and 
delyt  in  his  temporal  hynesse,  and 
405  glorifie  him  in  this  worldly  estaat.  / 
Janglinge,  is  whan  men  spoken  to  mnche 
bifom  folk,  and  clappen  as  a  mille,  and 
taken  no  kepe  what  they  seye.  / 

§  26.  And  yet  is  ther  a  priyee  speoe  of 
Pryde,  that  waiteth  first  to  be  salewed  er 
he  wole  salewa,  al  be  he  laase  worth  than 
that  other  is,  per-aventore ;  and  eek  he 
waiteth  or  desyreth  to  sitte,  or  elles  to 
goon  above  him  in  the  wey,  or  kisse  pax, 
or  been  encensed,  or  goon  to  offiring  bifom 
his  nei^^bore,  /  and  swiohe  semblable 
thinges;  agayns  his  dnetee,  per-aventore, 
bnt  that  he  hath  his  herte  and  his 
entente  in  swich  a  prond  desyr  to  be 
magnifyed  and  hononzed  bifom  the 
peple.  / 

§  26.  Now  been  ther  two  maneres  of 
Pisrde ;  that  oon  of  hem  is  with-inne  the 
herte  of  man,  and  that  other  is  with- 
onte.  /  Of  whiohe  soothly  thise  fbrseyde 
thinges,  and  mo  than  I  have  seyd,  aper- 
tenen  to  pryde  that  is  in  the  herte  of 
man;  and  that  othere  speoes  of  pryde 
410  beenwith-onte.  /  Bat  natheles  that  oon 
of  thise  speces  of  pryde  is  signe  of  that 
other,  rightas  the  gaye  leefiMl  atte  taveme 
is  signe  of  the  wyn  that  is  in  the  celer.  / 
And  this  is  in  ttianye  thinges :  as  in  speche 
and  contenannoe,  and  in  ontrageons  array 
of  clothing ;  /  for  certes,  if  ther  ne  hadde 
be  no  sinne  in  clothing,  Crist  wolde  nat 
have  noted  and  spoken  of  the  clothing  of 
thilke  riche  man  in  the  gospel.  /  And,  as 
seithSeint  Ghregorie,  thatprecions  clothing 
is  conpable  fbr  the  derthe  of  it,  and  for 
his  sofbenesse,  and  for  his  strangeneese 
and  degysineose,  and  ftnr  the  snperflnitee, 
(340)  or  for  the  inordinat  scantnesse  of  it.  / 
Alias!  may  men  nat  seen,  as  in  onre 
dayes,  the  sinfhl  costlewe  array  of  cloth- 
inge,  and  namely  in  to  mnche  snperflnitee, 
415  or  dies  in  to  desordinat  scantnesse^  / 

§  27.  As  to  the  firste  sinne,  that  is  in 
snperflnitee  of  olothinge,  which  that 
maketh  it  so  dere,  to  harm  <^the  peple ;/ 
nat  only  the  cost  of  embrondinge,  the 


degyse  endentinge  or  borringe,  oondinge, 
palinge,  windinge,  or  bendinge,  and 
semblable  wast  of  olooth  in  vanitee ;  / 
bnt  ther  is  also  ooftlewe  fruringe  in  hir 
gonnes,  so  mnche  poonsoninge  of  chisels 
to  maken  holes,  so  mnche  dagginge  of 
sheres ;  /  forth -with  the  saperflnitee  in 
lengthe  of  the  forseide  gonnes,  trailinge 
in  the  dong  and  in  the  myre,  on  horse 
and  eek  on  fote,  as  wel  of  man  as  of 
womman,  that  al  thilke  traiUngis  verraily 
as  in  effect  wasted,  oonsnmed,  thredbare, 
and  roten  with  donge,  rather  than  it  is 
yevMi  to  the  povre ;  to  greet  damage  of 
the  forseyde  iwvre  folk.  /  And  that  in 
sondry  wyse ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  the 
more  that  dooih  is  wasted,  the  more  it 
oosteth  to  the  peple  for  the  soantnosoo ;  /  4^ 
and  forther-over,  if  so  be  that  th^  wolda 
yeven  swich  ponnsoned  and  dagged  cloth- 
ing to  the  povre  folk,  it  is  nat  convenient 
to  were  for  hir  estaat,  ne  snfflsant  to  bete 
hir  neoessitee,  to  kepe  hem  firo  the  dis- 
temperance  of  the  firmament.  /  Upon 
that  other  syde,  to  ^peken  of  the  horrible 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  doihing,  as  been 
thise  ontted  sloppes  or  Tiflii^«ftH«f^  that 
thnrgh  hir  shortnesse  ne  oovere  nat  the 
shameM  membres  of  man,  to  wikked 
entente.  /  Alias !  somme  of  hem  shewen 
the  boce  of  hir  shap,  and  the  horrible 
swollen  membres,  that  semeth  lyk  the 
maladie  of  himia,  in  the  wrappinge  of  hir 
hoses ;  /  and  eek  the  bnttokes  of  hem 
faren  as  it  were  the  hindre  part  of  a  she- 
ape  in  the  fdUe  of  the  mone.  /  And  (3150) 
moreK>ver,  the  wrecched  swollen  mem- 
bres that  they  shewe  thnrgh  the  degy- 
singe,  in  departinge  of  hir  hoses  in  whyt 
and  reed,  semeth  that  half  hir  shamefol 
privee  membres  weren  flayn.  /  And  if  425 
so  be  that  they  departen  hire  hoses  in 
othere  colonrs,  as  is  whyt  and  blak,  or 
whyt  and  blew,  or  bhik  and  reed,  and  so 
forth ;  /  thanne  semeth  it,  as  by  varianoo 
of  oolonr,  that  half  the  partie  of  hir 
privee  membres  were  cormpt  by  the  i|yr 
of  seint  Antony,  or  by  cancre,  or  by  other 
swich  mesohannce.  /  Of  the  hindre  part 
of  hir  bnttokes,  it  is  fdl  horrible  for  to 
see.    For  certes,  in  that  partie  of  hir 
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body  ther-«8  ih^  pwgen  kir  liinkinge 
ordure,  /  that  foola  partio  ihewe  they  to 
the  peple  proudly  in  deqpyt  of  honestetee, 
the  which  honestetee  that  Jefu  Crist 
and  hise  fireendes  oheervede  to  iheven  in 
hir  lyve.  /    Kow  as  of  the  outrageous 
array  of  wommen,  god  woot,  that  though 
the  visages  of  somme  of  hem  seme  ftd 
ohaast  and  debonaire,  3ret  notifie  they  in 
hir   array   of    atyr    likeroosnesse    and 
430  pryde.  /    I  sey  nat  that  honestetee  in 
dothinge  of  man  or  womman  is  onooven- 
aUe,  bat  oertes  the  soperflnitee  or  dis- 
ordinat  soantitee  of  olothinge  is  reprev- 
able.  /    Also  the  sinne  of  aomement  or 
ofapparailleisin  thinges  that  apeortenen 
to  rydinge,  as  in  to  manye  deUoat  horses 
that  been  holden  for  deljri,  that  been  so 
fkire,  fatte,  and  oostlewe ;  /  and  also  to 
many  a  viokms  knave  that  is  snstened  by 
oaQse  of  hem ;  in  to  onrioos  hameySi  as 
in  sadeles,  in  oronperes,  peytrels,  and 
bvydles  oovered  with  preoioas  clothing 
and  riohe,  bacres  and  plates  of  gold  and 
of  silver.  /     For  which  god  seith   1^ 
Zakarie  the  prophete,  *  I  wol  oonfonnde 
(360) the  ryderes  of  swiohe  horses.'/     This 
folk  taken  litel  reward  of  the  rydinge  of 
goddes  soneof  hevene,  and  of  his  hameys 
whan  he  rood  np-on  the  asse,  and  ne 
hadde  noon  other  hameya  bat  the  povre 
clothes  of  hise  disciples ;  ne  we  ne  rede 
435  nat  that  evere  he  rood  on  other  beest  / 
I  speke  this  for  the  sinne  of  saperflaitee, 
and  nat  for  reasonable  honestetee,  whan 
reson  it  reqayreth.  /    And  forther,  eertes 
pryde  is  greetly  notified  in  holdinge  of 
greet  meinee,  whan  they  be  of  litel  profit 
or  of  right  no  profit.  /     And  namely, 
whan  that  meinee  is  felonoas  and  dama- 
geoas  to  the  peple,  by  hardinesse  of  heigh 
lordshipe  or  hy  wey  of  offices.  /     For 
oertes,  swiche  lordes  seUen  thanne  hir 
lordshipe  to  the  devel  of  helle,  whanno 
they  sostenen  the  wikkednesse  of  hir 
meinee.  /     Or  elles  whan  this  folk  of 
lowe  degree,  as  thilke  that  holden  hoetel- 
ries,  sostenen  the  thefte  of  hir  hostilers, 
440  and  that  is  in  many  manere  of  deceites.  / 
Thilke  manere  of  folk  been  the  flyes  that 
folwen  the  bony,  or  elles  the  hoondee 


that  folwen  the  car^jme.     Swiche  foi«- 
seyde  folk  stranglen  spiritoally  hir  lord- 
shipes ;  /  for  which  thus  seith  David  the 
prophete,  *  wikked  deeth  mote  oome  ap-on 
thilke  lordshipes,  and  god  yeve  that  they 
mote  desoenden  in-to  helle  al  doon  ;  for 
in  hir  hoases  been  iniqoitees  and  shrewed- 
nesMS,'  and  nat  god  of  hevene.  /    And 
oertes,  bnt-if  they   doon   amendement, 
right  as  god  yaf  his  benison  to  fLaban  by 
the  service  of  Jacob,  and  to  fFbarao  by 
the  service  of  Joseph,  right  so  god  wol 
yeve  his  malison  to  swiohe  lordshii)es  as 
sastenen  the  wikkednesse   of  hir   scr* 
vaunts,  but-if  th^  eome  to  amendement/ 
Pryde  of  the  table  appereth  eek  tal  ofto ; 
finr  oertes,  riche   men   been   deped  to 
festes,  and  povre  folk  been  put  awey  and 
rebuked.  /     Also  in  exoesse  of  diverse  (370) 
metes  and  drinkes ;  and  namely,  swiohe 
manere  bake  metes  and  dish-metes,  bren- 
ninge  of  wilde  fyr,  and  peynted  and 
castelled  with  papir,  and  semblable  wast ; 
80  that  it  is  abusion  for  to  thinke.  /   And  445 
eek  in  to  greet  preoiousnesse  of  vessel  and 
curiositee  of  minstralcie,  by  whiche  a  man 
is  stired  the  more  to  delyoes  of  luxurie,  / 
if  80  be  that  he  sette  his  herte  the  lasso 
up-OQ  oure  lord  Jesu  Grist,  certein  it  is 
a  sinne;  andcerteinlythedelycesmighte 
been  so  grete  in  this  caas,  that  man  mighto 
lightly  iUle  by  hem  in-to  deedly  sinno.  / 
The  eqpeoes  that  sourden  of  Pryde,  sootbly 
whan  they  sourden  of  malice  ymagined, 
avysed,  and  fomcast,  or  elles  of  usago, 
been  deedly  qrnnes,  it  is  no  doute.  /   And 
whan  they  sourden  by  ireletee  unavysed 
sodeinly,  and  sodeinly  withdrawen  ayoin, 
al  been  they  grevouse  sinnes,  I  gesso  that 
they  ne  been  nat  deedly.  /    Now  mighto 
men  axe  wher-of  that  Pryde  sourdeth 
and  springoth,  and  I  seye :  somtyme  it 
springeth  of  the  goodes  of  nature,  and 
som-tjrme  of  the  goodes  of  fortune,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  goodes  of  grace.  /  Oertes,  450 
the  goodes  of  nature  stonden  outher  in 
goodes  of  body  or  in  goodes  of  soule.  / 
Oertes,  goodes  of  body  been  hele  of  body, 
as  strengthe,  delivemesse,  beautee,  gen- 
trye,  franchise.  /    Ooodes  of  nature  of 
the  soule  been  good  wit,  sharp  under- 
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siondynge,  sabtil  engin,  yeita  natnrel, 
good  memorie.  /  Qoodes  of  foxtnne  been 
riohoflOQg,  highe  degrees  of  lordshipes, 
(380)  preisinges  of  the  peple.  /  Ooodes  of  grace 
been  Boienoe,  power  to  Boffine  spiritael 
travaille,  benignitee,  vertuoiiB  contem- 
plaoion,    withstondinge   of  temptaoion, 

455  and  semblable  thingea.  /  Of  vbiobe  for- 
seyde  goodes,  oertes  it  is  a  fal  greet  folye 
a  man  to  pryden  him  in  any  of  hem 
alle.  /  Nov  as  for  to  speken  of  goodes  of 
nature,  god  woot  that  som-lyme  we  han 
hem  in  nature  as  mnohe  to  onre  damage 
as  to  onre  profit.  /  As,  for  to  speken 
of  hele  of  body;  certes  it  passeth  tal 
lightly,  and  eek  it  is  fill  ofbe  enoheson  of 
the  siknesse  of  otire  sonle ;  for  god  woot, 
the  flesh  is  a  fal  greet  enemy  to  the 
soole :  and  therfore,  the  more  that  the 
body  is  hool,  the  more  be  we  in  peril  to 
fiftUe./  Eke  for  to  prjrde  him  in  his 
strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an  heigh  folye ; 
for  certes,  the  fledi  ooveiteth  agayn  the 
spirit,  and  ay  the  more  strong  that  the 
flesh  is,  the  sorier  may  the  sonle  be :  / 
and,  over  al  this,  strengthe  of  body  and 
worldly  hardinenso  oaoseth  fol  ofte  many 

460  a  man  to  peril  and  meschannoe.  /  Eek 
for  to  prjrde  him  of  his  gentiye  is  ftil 
greet  folye ;  for  ofte  tyme  the  gentiye  of 
the  body  binimeth  the  gentrjre  of  the 
sonle;  and  eek  we  ben  alle  of  o  fkder  and 
of  o  moder ;  and  alle  we  been  of  o  natoze 
xoten  andoomqyt,  both  riche  and  povre.  / 
For  sothe,  00  manere  gentrye  is  for  to 
preise,  that  i^parailleth  mannes  oorage 
with  vertnes  and  moralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Cristes  child.  /  For  tmste  wel,  that 
over  what  man  sinne  hath  maistrie,  he  is 
a  verray  cherl  to  sinne.  / 

§  28.  Now  been  ther  generale  signes  of 
gentilesse;  as  esohewinge  of  vyoe  and 
ribandye  and  servage  of  sinne,  in  word, 
(390)  in  werk,  and  contenanoe ;  /  and  nsinge 
yertn,  cnrteiaye,  and  olennesse,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  seyn,  large  by  mesnre ; 
for  thilke  that  pniwoth  mesare  is  folye 

4<^  and  sinne.  /  Another  is,  to  remembre 
him  of  bonntee  that  he  of  other  folk  hath 
reoeyved.  /  Another  is,  to  be  benigne  to 
hiiie  goode  snbgetis;   wherfore,  as  seith 


Senek,  *ther  is  no-thing  more  covenable 
to  a  man  of  heigh  estoatthan  debonairetee 
and  pitee.  /  And  therfore  thise  flyes  that 
men  clepeth  bees,  whan  they  maken  hir 
king,  they  chesen  oon  that  hath  no  prikke 
wherwith  he  may  stinge.*  /  Another  is, 
a  man  to  have  a  noble  herte  and  a  dili- 
gent, to  attayne  to  heighe  vertaonse 
thinges.  /  Now  certes,  a  man  to  pr3rde 
him  in  the  goodes  of  grace  is  eek  an  ont- 
rageons  folye ;  for  thilke  yifbes  of  grace 
that  sholde  have  turned  him  to  goodnesse 
and  to  medidne,  tometh  him  to  venim 
andtooonfti8ion,asseith8eintGhrego(rie./  4^0 
Oertes  also,  who-so  prydeth  him  in  the 
goodes  of  fortune,  he  is  a  ftil  greet  fool ; 
for  som-lyme  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  by  the 
morwe,  that  is  a  caitif  and  a  wreoohe  er 
it  be  night :  /  and  somtyme  the  richesse 
of  a  man  is  cause  of  his  deeth ;  som;(yme 
the  delyoes  of  a  man  is  cause  of  the 
grevoos  maladye  thnxgh  which  he  dyeth./ 
Oertes,  the  oommendacion  of  the  peple  is 
somtyme  fal  fieUs  and  ftil  brotel  for  to 
triste;  this  day  they  preyse,  tomorwe 
they  blame.  /  God  woot,  deflyr  to  have 
oommendacion  of  the  peple  hath  caused 
deeth  to  many  a  tisy  man.  /  (400) 

Remedinm  contra  peccatnm  Svpertila. 
§  29.  Now  sith  that  so  is,  that  ye  han 
vnderstonde  what  is  piyde,  and  whiohe 
been  the  speoes  of  it,  and  whennes  pride 
sonrdeth  and  spiingeth ;  /  now  shol  ye  475 
nnderstonde  which  is  the  remedie  agayns 
the  sinne  of  piyde,  and  that  is,  hnmilitee 
or  mekeneaee.  /  Tha,t  is  a  vertn,  thni^ 
which  a  man  hath  verray  knowcleche  of 
him-aeU;  and  holdeth  of  him-self  no  piys 
ne  d^yntee  as  in  regard  of  hise  desertet. 
oonsideringe  evere  his  f^reletee./  Now- 
been  ther  three  maneres  of  hnmilitee;  as 
hnmilitee  in  herte,  and  another  hnmilitee 
in  his  month ;  the  thridde  in  hise  werkes.  / 
The  hnmilitee  in  herte  is  in  fbnre  maneree : 
that  oon  is,  whan  a  man  holdeth  him-self 
as  noght  worth  bilom  god  of  hevene. 
Another  is,  whan  he  ne  despyseth  noon 
other  man.  /  The  thridde  is,  whan  he 
rekketh  nat  thogh  men  holde  him  noght 
worth.    The  farthe  is,  whan  he  nis  nat 
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480  sory  cf  his  humiliaoioii.  /  Also,  the  hu- 
militee  of  moath  is  in  fonre  thinges :  in 
attempree  speohe,  and  in  hnmUesse  of 
speohe,  and  whan  he  biknoweth  with  his 
owene  month  that  he  is  swioh  as  him 
thinkeththatheisinhisherte.  Another 
is,  whan  he  preiseth  the  bonntee  of 
another  man,  and  nfffehipg  ther-of  amen- 
nseth.  /  Hnmilitee  eek  in  werkes  is  in 
fonre  maneres:  the  flrste  is,  whan  he 
pntteth  othere  men  bifom  him.  The 
seoonde  is,  to  ohese  the  loweste  place 
over-aL  The  thridde  is,  gladly  to  assente 
togoodoonseil./  The  ferthe  is,  to  stonde 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hise  sovereyns,  or 
of  him  that  is  in  hyer  degree ;  certein, 
this  is  a  greet  werk  of  hnmilitee.  / 

2^,  Se<ptltiir  de  Innidia. 
§  80.  After  Pryde  wol  I  speken  cf  the 
fonle  sinne  of  Envye,  which  is,  as  I7  the 
word  of  the  philosophre,  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  prosperitee ;  and  after  the  word 
of  seint  Angustin,  it  is  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  wele,  and  joye  of  othere  mennes 
(410)  harm.  /  This  fonle  sinne  is  platly  agayns 
the  holy  goost.  Al-be-it  so  that  evezy 
sinne  is  agayns  the  holy  goost,  yet  nathe- 
lees,  for  as  mnohe  as  bonntee  i4;>erteneth 
proprely  to  the  holy  goost,  and  En^ye 
oomth  proprely  of  malice,  therfore  it  is 
proprely  agayn  the  bonntee  of  the  holy 
4S5  goost/  Kow  hath  malice  two  speces, 
that  is  to  seyn,  hardnesse  of  herte  in 
wikkednesse,  or  eUes  the  flesh  of  man  is 
so  blind,  that  he  oonsidereth  nat  that  he 
is  in  sinne,  or  rekketh  nat  that  he  is  in 
sinne;  which  is  the  hardnesse  of  the 
devel.  /  That  other  spece  of  malice  is, 
whan  a  man  werreyeth  tronthe,  whan  he 
woot  that  it  is  tronthe.  And  eek,  whan 
he  werreyeth  the  grace  that  god  hath 
yeve  to  his  neighebore ;  and  al  this  is  by 
Envye.  /  Certes,  thanne  is  Envye  the 
worste  sinne  that  is.  For  soothly,  alle 
othere  sinnes  been  som-tyme  only  agayns 
o  special  vertn ;  /  bnt  certes,  Envye  is 
agayns  alle  vertnes  and  agayns  alle  good- 
nesses ;  for  it  is  sory  of  alle  the  bonntees 
of  his  neighebore ;  and  in  this  manere  it 
is  divers  fit>m  alle  othere  sinnes.  /    For 


wel  nnnethe  is  ther  any  sinne  that  it  ne 
hath  som  delyt  in  itself,  save  only  Envye, 
that  evere  hath  in  itself  angidsh  and 
sorwe./  The  speces  of  Envsre  been  thise:  490 
ther  is  first,  sorwe  of  other  mannes  good- 
nesse  and  of  his  prosperitee;  and  pros- 
peritee is  kindely  matere  of  joye;  thanne 
is  Envye  a  sinne  agayns  kinde./  The 
seoonde  spece  of  Envye  is  joye  of  other 
mannes  harm ;  and  tiiat  is  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  rejoyseth  him  of 
mamwis  harm./  Of  thise  two  speces 
comth  bakbyting ;  and  this  sinne  of  bak- 
byting  or  detraooion  hath  certeine  speces, 
as  thns.  Som  man  preiseth  his  neighe- 
bore by  a  wikke  entente ;  /  fbr  he  maketh 
alwey  »  wikked  knotte  atte  laste  ende. 
Alwey  he  maketh  a  *  bnt '  atte  laste  ende, 
that  is  digne  of  more  blame,  than  worth 
is  al  the  preisinge.  /  The  seoonde  spece  (4^) 
is,  that  if  a  man  be  good  and  dooth  or 
seith  a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakbyter 
wol  tnme  all  thilke  goodnesn  np-so-donn 
to  his  shrewed  entente.  /  The  thridde  495 
is,  to  amennse  the  bonntee  of  his  neighe- 
bore. /  The  fonrthe  spece  of  bakbjrting 
is  this ;  that  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of 
a  man,  thanne  wol  the  bakbyter  seyn, 
*  parfey,  swich  a  man  is  yet  bet  than  he ' ; 
in  dispraisinge  of  him  that  men  preise.  / 
The  fifte  speoe  is  this;  for  to  consente 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  other  folk.  This  sinne 
is  fill  greet,  and  ay  encreseth  after  the 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbyter.  /  Alter 
bakVyting  cometh  gmoching  or  mnr- 
mnracion;  and  somtyme  it  springeth  o£ 
inpacienoe  agayns  god,  and  womtyme 
agayns  man.  /  Agayna  god  it  is,  whan 
a  man  graccheth  agayn  the  peynes  of 
helle,  or  agayns  poverte,  or  los  of  catel, 
or  agasm  reyn  ot  tempest ;  or  eUes  gmo- 
cheth  that  shrewes  han  prosperitee,  or 
dies  for  that  goode  men  han  adversitee.  /  500 
And  alle  thise  thinges  sholde  men  snffire 
padently,  for  they  oomen  by  the  rightfnl 
jngement  and  ordinance  of  god.  /  Som- 
tyme oomth  gmcching  of  avarice;  as 
Jndas  gmoched  agayns  the  Hagda- 
loyne,  whan  she  enoynte  the  heved  of 
onre  lord  Jesn  Crist  vrith  hir  precioos 
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'Oynoment.  /  Thia  maner  murmure  is 
swioh  as  whan  man  graooheth  of  good- 
nesse  that  him-self  dooth,  or  that  oth«r 
folk  doon  of  hir  ovene  oatel.  /  Som- 
tyme  oomth  murmure  of  Pryde ;  as  whan 
Simon  the  Pharisee  gmoohed  agayn  the 
Magdaleyne,  whan  she  approohed  to  Jean 

(430)  Crist,  and  weep  at  his  feet  for  hir  sinnes.  / 
And  somtyme  gruoching  sonrdeth  of 
Exiyye ;  whan  men  djsoovereth  a  mannet 
harm  that  was  privee,  or  bereth  him  on 
505  hond  thing  that  is  fals.  /  Mnrmxire  eek 
is  ofte  amonges  servannts,  that  gmochen 
whan  hir  sovereyns  bidden  hem  doon 
leveftd  thinges ;  /  and,  for-as-mnche  as 
they  dar  nat  <^)enly  withseye  the  00- 
manndements  of  hir  sorereyns,  yet  wol 
they  seyn  harm,  and  gmcche,  and  miu^ 
mnre  prively  for  verray  despyt ;  /  whiche 
wordes  men  olepen  the  develes  Pater- 
noster^ though  so  be  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  nevere  Pater-noeter,  bat  that  lowed 
folk  yeven  it  swich  a  name.  /  Som  tyme 
gmoching  comth  of  ire  or  prive  hate, 
that  norisieth  ranooor  in  herte,  as  after- 
ward I  shal  declare.  /  Thanne  cometh 
eek  bittemesse  of  herte;  thnrgh  whioh 
bittemesse  every  good  dede  of  his  neighe- 
510  bor  semeth  to  him  bitter  and  unsavory.  / 
Thanne  oometh  discord,  that  nnbindeth 
allemanereoffrendshipe.  Thanne  comth 
soominge,  as  whan  a  man  seketh  oooa- 
sioon  to  anoyen  his  neigheboor,  al  do  he 
never  so  weeL  /  Thanne  comth  aeon- 
singe,  as  whan  man  seketh  oooasion  to 
anoyen  his  neighebor,  whioh  that  is  lyk 
to  the  orafb  of  the  devel,  that  waiteth 
bothe  night  and  day  to  aconsen  ns  alle.  / 
Thanne  oomth  malignitee,  thnrgh  which 
a  man  anojreth  his  neighebor  prively  if 
he  may ;  /  and  if  he  noght  may,  algate 
his  wikked  wil  ne  shal  nat  wante,  as  for 
to  brennen  his  hons  prively,  or  emppy- 
sone  or  sleen  hise  bestes,  and  semblable 

(440)  thinges.  / 

Remedinm  contra  peccainm  Innidie. 

§  81.  Now  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedie 
Qgivyns  this  fonle  sinne  of  Bnvyet  First, 
is  the  lovo  of  god  principal,  and  loving  of 
his  neighebor  as  him-self;   fbr  soothly, 


that  oon  ne  may  nat  been  withonte  that 
other.  /     And  tmste  wel,  that  in  the  S^S 
name  of  thy  neighebore  thon  shalt  nnder* 
stonde  the  name  of  thy  brother;   for 
certes  alle  we  have  o  feider  fleshly,  and 

0  moder,  that  is  to  seyn,  Adam  and  Eve ; 
and  eek  o  fader  espiritnel,  and  that  is  god 
of  hevene.  /  Thy  neighebore  artow  holden 
for  to  love,  and  wilne  him  alle  goodnesse ; 
and  therfore  seith*  god,  *  love  thy  neighe- 
bore as  thyselve,'  that  is  to  sejm,  to 
salvaoion  bothe  of  lyf  and  of  sonle.  / 
And  more-over,  thon  shalt  love  him  in 
word,  and  in  benigne  amonestinge,  and 
chastysinge ;  and  oonforten  him  in  hise 
anoyes,  and  preye  for  him  with  al  thyn 
herte.  /  And  in  dede  thon  shalt  love 
him  in  swioh  wyse,  that  thon  shalt  doon 
to  him  in  charitee  as  thon  woldest  that  it 
were  doon  to  thyn  owene  persone.  /  And 
therfore,  thon  ne  shalt  doon  him  no 
damage  in  wikked  word,  ne  harm  in  his 
body,  ne  in  his  catel,  ne  in  his  sonle,  by 
entysing  of  wikked  ensample.  /  Thon  590 
shalt  nat  de^yren  his  wyf,  ne  none  of  hiao 
thinges.  Understond  eek,  that  in  the 
name  of  neighebor  is  comprehended  his 
enemy.  /  Certes  man  shal  loven  his 
enemy  by  the  oomandement  of  god ;  and 
soothly  thy  frend  shaltow  love  in  GkxL  / 

1  seye,  thyn  enemy  shaltow  love  for  godded 
sake,  by  his  oomandement.  For  if  it 
were  reson  that  a  man  sholde  haten  hia 
enemy,  for  sotho  god  nolde  nat  receiven 
ns  to  his  love  that  been  hise  enemysL  / 
Agayns  three  manere  of  wronges  that 
his  enemy  dooth  to  hjnn,  he  shal  doon 
three  thinges,  as  thus.  /  Agayns  hate  (450) 
and  ranoour  of  herte,  he  shal  love  him  in 
herte.  Agayns  chyding  and  wikkede 
wordes,  he  shal  preye  for  his  enemy. 
And  agayn  the  wikked  dede  of  his  enemy, 

he  shal  doon  him  bonntee.  /  For  Crist  525 
seith,  *  loveth  yonre  enemys,  and  pr^yeth 
for  hem  that  speke  yow  harm ;  and  eek  for 
hem  that  yow  ohaoen  and  pnrsewen,  and 
doth  bonntee  to  hem  that  jww  haten.'  Ia, 
thns  comanndeth  ns  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist, 
to  do  to  onre  enemys.  /  For  soothly, 
nature  dryveth  ns  to  loven  onre  A:^eendes, 
and  parfey,  onre  enemys  han  more  nede 
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to  love  than  oar  fireendes ;  and  th^  that 
more  node  have,  oertes,  to  hem  shal  men 
doon  goodnesse ;  /  and  oertes,  in  thilke 
dede  have  we  remembrance  of  the  love 
of  Jesa  Crigt,  that  dejde  for  hise  enemyi.  / 
And  in-aa-mnohe  aa  thilke  love  is  the 
more  grevona  to  perfoome,  in-flo-muche 
is  the  more  gretter  the  merite ;  and  ther- 
fore  the  lovinge  of  onre  enemy  hath  con- 
fonnded  the  venlm  of  the  deveL  /  For 
right  as  the  devel  is  disoonfited  by  hnmi- 
litee,  right  so  is  he  wonnded  to  the  deeth 
S30  by  love  of  onre  enemy.  /  Oertes,  thazme 
is  love  the  medicine  that  casteth  ont  the 
venim  of  Envye  fro  mannee  herte.  /  The 
speoes  of  this  pas  shnllen  be  more  largely 
in  hir  ehapitree  f olwinge  declared.  / 

^    Seqnitnr  de  Ira, 

§  82.  After  Envye  wol  I  disoryven  the 
sinne  of  Ire.  Eor  soothly,  vrho^o  hath 
envye  npon  his  neighebor,  anon  he  wole 
comnnly  finde  him  a  matere  of  wratthe, 
in  word  or  in  dede,  agayns  him  to  whom 
he  hatb  envye.  /  And  as  wel  comth  Ire 
of  Pxyde,  as  of  Bnvsre ;  for  soothly,  he 
that  is  pronde  or  envions  is  lightly 
(460)  ¥rrooth.  / 

§  88.  This  sinne  of  Ire,  after  the  dis- 
ciyving  of  seint  Angnstin,  is  wikked  wil 
535  to  been  avenged  t^  word  or  by  dede.  / 
Ire,  after  the  philoeophre,  is  the  fervent 
blood  of  man  y-qniked  in  his  herte,  thtuig^ 
which  he  woleharm  to  him  that  he  hateth.  / 
For  oertes  the  herte  of  man,by  eechanfinge 
and  moevinge  of  his  blood,  wexeth  so 
trouble,  that  he  is  ont  of  alle  jngement  of 
resoon.  /  But  ye  shal  nnderstonde  that 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres ;  that  oon  of  hem 
is  good,  and  that  other  is  wikked.  /  The 
godelreisby  jalonsye  of  goodne88e,thnrgh 
which  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkednesse 
and  agayns  wikkednesse;  and  therfore 
seith  a  wys  man,  that  *  Ire  is  bet  than 
pley.'/  This  Ire  is  with  debonairetee, 
and  it  is  wrooth  withonten  bittemesse ; 
nat  wrooth  agayns  the  man,  but  wrooth 
withthemisdedeoftheman;  as  seith  the 
prophete  David,  Iraachnhd  et  noUte  pec- 
540  care,  /  Now  nnderstondeth,  that  wikked 
Ijre  is  in  two  manarea,  that  is  to  seyn, 


sodeyn  Itq  or  hastlf  Ire,  withonton  aviso- 
ment  and  oonsentinge  of  resoon.  /  The 
mening  and  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  the 
resonn  of  man  ne  oonsente  nat  to  thilke 
wodeyn  Ire ;  and  thanne  it  is  venial.  / 
Another  Ire  is  fnl  wikked,  that  comth  of 
felonye  of  herte  avysed  and  cast  bifom  ; 
with  wikked  wil  to  do  vengeance,  and 
therto  his  resonn  oonsenteth ;  and  soothly 
this  is  deedly  sinne.  /  This  Ire  is  so  dis- 
plesant  to  god,  that  it  tronbleth  his  hons 
and  chaoeth  the  holy  goost  ont  of  mannes 
sonle,  and  wasteth  and  deetroyeth  the 
lykneese  of  god,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  vertn 
tiiat  is  in  mannes  sonle ;  /  and  put  in  (47^) 
him  the  lyknesse  of  the  devel,  and 
binimeth  the  man  fro  god  that  is  his 
rightftd  lord.  /  This  Ire  is  a  M  greet  545 
plesannce  to  the  devel;  for  it  is  the 
develes  fonmcys,  that  is  eschanfed  with 
the  tyr  of  helle.  /  For  oertes,  right  so  as 
fyr  is  more  mighty  to  destroyen  erthely 
thinges  than  any  other  element,  right  so 
Ire  is  mighty  to  destroyen  alle  spirituel 
thinges.  /  Loke  how  that  fyr  of  smale 
gledes,  that  been  almost  dede  under 
asshen,  woUen  quike  agayn  whan  they 
been  touched  with  brimstoon  ;  right  so 
Ire  wol  everemo  quiken  agayn,  whan  it 
is  touched  l^  the  pryde  that  is  covered  in 
mannes  herte.  /  For  certes  f^r  ne  may 
nat  oomen  ont  of  no-thing,  but-if  it  were 
first  in  the  same  thing  natnrelly ;  as  fyr 
is  drawen  out  of  flintes  with  steeL  /  And 
right  so  as  piyde  is  ofte  tyme  matere  of 
Ire,  right  so  is  rancour  norioe  and  keper 
of  Ire.  /  Ther  is  a  maner  tree,  as  seith  550 
Bsint  Isidre,  that  whan  men  maken  f3rr 
of  thilke  tree,  and  oovere  the  ooles  of  it 
with  asshen,  soothly  the  fyr  of  it  wol 
lasten  al  a  yeer  or  more.  /  And  right  so 
fiueth  it  of  rancour ;  whan  it  is  ones  con- 
ceyved  in  the  hertes  of  som  men,  certein, 
it  wol  lasten  peraventure  from  oon  Estre- 
day  unto  another  Estre-day,  and  more.  / 
But  certes,  thilke  man  is  ftil  for  i^  the 
mercy  of  god  al  thilke  while.  / 

§  84.  In  this  forseyde  develes  foumeys 
^er  forgen  three  shrewes :  Pryde,  that 
ay  bloweth  and  encreseth  the  fyr  by  ohyd- 
Inge  and  wikked  wordes.  /  Thanne  stant  (480) 
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Envye,  and  holdeth  the  bote  iron  upon 
the  herte  of  man  with  a  peire  of  longe 

555  tonges  of  long  rancour.  /  And  thanne 
stant  the  sinne  of  oontnmelie  or  stryf  and 
cheeste,  and  batereth  and  forgeth  by 
vileyns  reprevinges.  /  Certes,  this  onrsed 
sinne  anoyeth  bothe  to  the  man  him-self 
and  eek  to  his  neighebor.  For  soothly, 
almost  al  the  harm  that  any  man  dooth 
to  his  neighebore  oomth  of  wratthe.  / 
For  certes,  outrageous  "wratthe  doth  al 
that  evere  the  devel  him  comaundeth ; 
for  he  ne  spareth  neither  Crist,  ne  his 
swete  mooder.  /  And  in  his  outrageous 
anger  and  Ire,  alias !  alias !  ful  many  oon 
at  that  tymB  feleth  in  his  herte  ful  wik- 
kedly,  bothe  of  Crist  and  of  aUe  hise 
halwes.  /  Is  nat  this  a  cursed  vice  ?  Yis, 
certes.  Alias !  it  binimeth  £rom  man  his 
-wit  and  his  resoun,  and  al  his  debonaire 

560  lyf  espirituel  that  sholde  kepen  his  sonle.  / 
Certes,  it  binimeth  eek  goddes  due  lord- 
shipe,  and  that  is  mannes  soule,  and  the 
love  of  hise  neighebores.  It  stryveth  eek 
alday  agayn  trouthe.  It  reveth  him  the 
quiete  of  his  herte,  and  subverteth  his 
soule.  / 

§85.  Of  Ire  oomen  thise  stinkinge 
engendmres :  first  hate,  that  is  old 
-wratthe;  discord,  thurgh  which  a  man 
forsaketh  his  olde  fireend  that  he  hath 
loved  ful  longe.  /  And  thanne  oometh 
werre,  and  eveiy  manere  of  wrong  that 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore,  in  body  or 
in  cateL  /  Of  this  cursed  sinne  of  Ire 
oometh  eek  manslaughtre.  And  under- 
stonde  wel,  that  homicyde,  that  is  man- 
slaughtre, is  in  dyversewyse.  Bommanere 
(490)  of  homicyde  isspirituel,  and  som  is  bodily.  / 
Spirituel  manslaughtre  is  in  six  thinges. 
First,  by  hate ;  as  seint  John  seith,  *  he 
565  that  hateth  his  brother  is  homicyde.*  / 
Homicyde  is  eek  by  bakbytinge;  ofwhiche 
bakbyteres  seith  Salomon,  that  *  they  ban 
two  swerdes  with  whiche  they  sleen  Mr 
neighebores.'  For  soothly,  as  wikke  is  to 
binime  his  good  name  ashis  lyf.  /  Homi- 
eyde  is  eek,  in  yevinge  of  wikked  conseil 
by  firaude;  as  for  to  yeven  conseil  to 
areysen  wrongful  custumes  and  taillages./ 
Of  whiche  seith  Salomon, '  Leon  rozynge 


and  here  hongiy  been  lyke  to  the  croel 
lordshipes,'  in  withholdinge  or  abregginge 
of  the  shepe  (or  the  hyre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servaunts,  or  elles  in  usnre  or  in  with- 
drawinge  of  the  almeese  of  povre  folk.  / 
For  which  the  wyse  man  seith,  *  fedeth 
him  that  almost  dyeth  for  honger' ;  for 
soothly,  bui-if  thou  fede  him,  thou  sleest 
him ;  and  alle  thise  been  deedly  sinnes.  / 
Bodily  manslaughtre  is,  whan  thow  sleest 
him  with  thy  tonge  in  other  manere ;  as 
whan  thou  oomandest  to  sleen  a  man,  or 
elles  yevest  him  conseil  to  sleen  a  man.  /  570 
Manslaughtre  in  dede  is  in  fonre  maneres. 
That  oon  is  by  lawe ;  right  as  a  justice 
dampneth  him  that  is  ooupable  to  the 
deeth.  But  lat  the  justice  be  war  that  he 
do  it  rightftilly,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  for 
delyt  to  spille  blood,  but  for  kepinge  of 
rightwisenean.  /  Another  homicyde  io, 
that  is  doon  for  necessitee,  as  whan  o  man 
sleeth  another  in  his  defendannt,  and 
that  he  ne  may  noon  otherwise  escape 
from  his  owene  deeth.  /  But  certeinly, 
if  he  may  escape  withouten  manslaughtre 
of  his  adversarie,  and  sleeth  him,  he  doth 
sinne,  and  he  shal  here  penance  as  for 
deedly  sinne.  /  Eek  if  a  man,  by  caas  or 
aventure,  shete  an  arwe  or  caste  a  stoon 
with  which  he  sleeth  a  man,  he  is  homi- 
<^e.  /  Eek  if  a  womman  by  neoligence  (jgao^ 
overlyeth  hir  child  in  hir  sleping,  it  l« 
homicyde  and  deedly  sinne.  /  Eek  whan  575 
man  destourbeth  ooncepcion  of  a  child, 
and  maketh  a  womman  outher  bar^yne 
by  drinkinge  venemouse  herbes,  thurgh 
which  she  may  nat  oonceyve,  or  sleeth 
a  child  by  drinkes  wilfully,  or  eUes  put- 
teth  certeine  material  thinges  in  hir 
secree  places  to  slee  the  child  ;  /  or  elles 
doth  unkindely  sinne,  by  which  man  or 
womman  shedeth  hir  nature  in  manere 
or  in  place  ther-as  a  child  mi^y  nat  be 
conceived ;  or  elles,  if  a  womman  have 
conceyved  and  hurt  hir-self,  and  sleeth 
the  child,  yet  is  it  homkiyde.  /  Whai 
seye  we  eek  of  wommen  that  mordren  hir 
children  for  drede  of  worldly  shame? 
Certes,  an  horrible  homicyde./  Homi- 
oyde  is  eek  if  a  man  i^yprocheth  to  a 
womman  by  desir  of  leoheiye,  thuzgh 
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which  the  ohild  is  periBsed,  or  elles 
■myteih  a  wommaii  witingly,  thorgh 
vhioh  ihe  leseth  hir  child.  Alio  thise 
been  homioydes  and  horrible  deedly 
sinneB.  /  Yet  oomen  ther  of  Ire  manye 
mo  sinnes,  aa  wel  in  word  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dede ;  as  he  that  arretteth  upon 
god,  or  blameth  god,  of  thing  of  which  he 
is  him-self  gilty ;  or  despyseth  god  and 
alle  hise  halwes,  as  doon  thise  oorsede 
580  hasardoors  in  diverse  contrees.  /  This 
cursed  sinne  doon  they,  whan  they  felen 
in  hir  hertes  ftil  wikkedly  of  god  and  of 
hise  halwee./  Also,  whan  they  treten 
nnreverently  the  sacrement  of  the  anter, 
thilke  sinne  is  so  greet,  that  nnnethe 
may  it  been  relesed,  but  that  the  mercy 
of  god  passeth  alle  hise  werkes ;  it  is  so 
greet  and  he  so  benigne.  /  Thanne  comth 
oflreattzyangre;  whan  a  man  is  sharply 
amonested  in  his  shrifte  to  forleten  his 
sinne,  /  than  wole  he  be  angry  and 
answeren  hokerly  and  angrily,  and  deffen- 
den  or  excnsen  his  sinne  by  nnstedefast- 
nesse  of  his  flesh  ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for 
to  holde  companye  with  hise  felawes,  or 
(510)  elles,  he  seith,  the  fend  entyced  him  ;  / 
or  elles  he  dide  it  for  his  yonthe,  or  elles 
his  oomplezioan  is  so  oorageons,  that  he 
may  nat  forbere ;  oreUesitishisdestinee, 
as  he  seith,  nnto  a  certein  age ;  or  eUes, 
he  seith,  it  oometh  him  of  gentillesse  of 
595  hise  anncestres ;  and  semblable  thinges./ 
Alle  this  manere  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  sinnes,  that  they  ne  wol  nat  deli- 
vere  hem-sell  For  soothly,  no  wight  that 
excnseth  him  wilftdly  of  his  sinne  may 
nat  been  delivered  of  his  sinne,  til  that 
he  mekely  biknoweth  his  sinne.  /  After 
this,  thanne  oometh  swering,  that  is 
expres  agayn  the  comandement  of  god  ; 
and  this  biflBklleth  ofte  of  anger  and  of 
Ire.  /  GK>d  seith  :  *  thoa  shalt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  lord  god  in  veyn  or  in 
ydeL'  Also  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist  seith  by 
the  word  of  seint  ICathew :  *  NoliU  iurare 
omnkio  i  /  ne  wol  ye  nat  swere  in  alle 
manere;  neither  by  hevene,  for  it  is 
goddes  trone ;  ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the 
bench  of  his  feet ;  ne  by  Jemsalem,  for  it 
is  the  citee  of  a  greet  king ;  ne  by  thyn 


heed,  for  thou  msyst  nat  make  an  heer 
whjrt  ne  blak.  /  But  sesreth  by  youre 
word,  "  ye,  ye,"  and  "  nay,  nay " ;  and 
what  that  is  more,  it  is  (^  yrel,*  seith 
Crist.  /  For  Cristes  sake,  ne  swereth  nat  590 
so  sinfully,  in  dismembringe  of  Crist  by 
soole,  herte,  bones,  and  body.  For  oertes, 
it  semeth  that  ye  thinke  that  the  corsede 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  y-nough  the 
preciouse  persons  of  Crist,  bat  ye  dis- 
membre  him  more.  /  And  if  so  be  that 
the  lawe  oompelle  yow  to  swere,  thanne 
role  yow  after  the  lawe  of  god  in  yonre 
swering,  as  seith  Jeremye  quarto  oapitulot 
'lurdbUinveritaUyiniudicioetiniuiUcia: 
thoa  shalt  kepe  three  oondicions;  thou 
shalt  swere  in  trouthe,  in  doom,  and  in 
rightwisneese.' /  This  is  to  seyn,  thou 
shalt  swere  sooih ;  for  every  lesinge  is 
agayns  Crist.  For  Crist  is  verray  trouthe. 
And  think  wel  this,  that  every  greet 
swerere,  nat  compelled  lawefUly  to  swere, 
the  wounde  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hous  whyl  he  useth  swich  unlevefnl 
swering.  /  Thou  shalt  sweren  eek  in 
doom,  whan  thou  art  oonstreyned  by  thy 
domesman  to  witnosson  the  trouthe.  /  (5J0) 
Eek  thou  shalt  nat  swere  for  envye  ne  for 
favour,  ne  for  mede,  but  for  rigfatwis- 
nesse ;  for  deolaraoioun  of  it  to  the  wor- 
ship of  god  and  helping  of  thyne  evene- 
cristene.  /  And  therfore,  every  man  that  595 
taketh  goddes  name  in  ydel,  or  ialsly 
swereth  with  his  mouth,  or  elles  taketh 
on  him  the  name  of  Crist,  to  be  called  a 
Cristene  man,  and  liveth  agayns  Cristes 
livinge  and  his  techinge,  alle  they  taken 
goddes  name  in  ydel  /  Loke  e^  what 
seint  Peter  seith,  Actuum  quario  capUido^ 
^ Non  ut  tUiud  nomm  tub  eelOf*  &0,  *Ther 
nis  noon  other  name,'  seith  seint  Peter, 

*  under  hevene,  yeven  to  men,  in  which 
they  mowe  be  saved;'  that  is  to  seyn,  but 
the  name  of  Jesu  Crist/  Take  kepe  eek 
how  that  the  precious  name  of  Crist,  as 
seith  seint  Paul  ad  FhiUpm»e$  aecundo, 

*  In  nomine  Jetu^  kc :  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesu  every  knee  of  hevenely  creatures,  or 
erthely,  or  of  helle  sholden  bowe ' ;  for  it 
is  so  heigh  and  so  worshipAil,  that  the 
cuisede  feend  in  helle  sholde  treniblen  to 
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horen  it  y-nempned.  /  Thaxme  Bemeih 
it,  that  men  tlmt  sweren  00  horribly  by 
hi0  blessed  name,  that  they  despyse  him 
more  boldely  than  dide  the  onrsede  Jewes, 
or  elles  the  devel,  that  trembleth  whan 
he  hereth  his  name.  / 

§  86.  Now  certes,  sith  that  swering, 
bnt-if  it  be  laweMly  doon,  is  so  heighly 
deffended,  mnche  worse  is  forswering 
6qo  fjEdsly,  and  3ret  nedelees.  / 

§  87.  What  s^ye  we  eek  of  hem  that 
delyten  hem  in  swering,  and  holden  it  a 
gentrie  or  a  manly  dede  to  swere  grete 
othes  ?  And  what  of  hem  that,  of  verray 
usage,  ne  oesse  nat  to  swere  grete  othes, 
al  be  the  cause  nat  worth  a  straw? 
Certes,  this  is  horrible  sinne.  /  Sweringe 
sodeyxily  with-onte  avysement  is  eek  a 
sinne.  /  But  lat  ns  go  now  to  thilke 
horrible  swering  of  adjnracioun  and  con- 
jnraoionn,  as  doon  thise  false  enohann- 
tonrs  or  nigromanciens  in  baoins  fd  of 
water,  or  in  a  bright  swerd,  in  a  cercle, 
or  in  a  fyr,  or  in  a  shnlder-boon  of  a 
sheep./  I  can  nat  eeye  but  that  they 
doon  cursedly  and  damnably,  agayns 
(530)  Crist  and  al  the  feith  of  holy  ohirche.  / 

§8a  Whatseyeweofhemthatbileven 
in  diyynailes,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse  of 
briddes,  or  of  bestes,  or  by  sort,  by  geo- 
mancie,  by  dremes,  by  chirkinge  of  dores, 
or  crakkinge  of  houses,  by  gnawynge  of 
6q5  rattes,  and  swich  manere  wreochednesse  ?/ 
Certes,  al  this  thing  is  deffended  by  god 
and  by  al  holy  chirche.  For  which  they 
been  acuzsed,  tU  th^  come  to  amende- 
ment,  that  on  swich  filthe  setten  hir 
bileye./  Charmesforwoundesormaladye 
of  men,  or  of  bestes,  if  they  taken  any 
effect,  it  may  be  peraventure  that  god 
snffireth  it,  for  folk  sholden  yeve  the  more 
feith  and  reverence  to  his  name.  / 

§80.  Kow  wd  I  speken  of  lesinges, 
which  generally  is  faJa  signiflcacioun  of 
word,  in  entente  to  deceyven  his  evene- 
cristene.  /  Som  lesinge  is  of  which  ther 
comth  noon  avantage  to  no  wight :  and 
som  lesinge  tnmeth  to  the  ese  or  profit  of 
o  man,  and  to  disese  and  damage  of 
another  man.  /  Another  lesinge  is  for 
to  saven  his  lyf  or  his  oateL    Another 


lesinge  comth  of  delyt  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delyt  they  wol  forge  a  long  tale,  and 
peynten  it  with  alle  circumstaunces, 
where  al  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  fals.  /  610 
Som  lesinge  comth,  for  he  wole  sustene 
his  word;  and  som  lesinge  comth  of 
recchelesnesse,  with-outen  avysement; 
and  semblable  thinges.  / 

§  40.  Lat  us  now  touohe  the  vsroe  of 
flateringe,  which  ne  comth  nat  gladly  bat 
for  drede  or  for  coveitise.  /  flaterye  is 
generally  wrongftilpreisinge.  Flatereres 
been  the  develee  norices,  that  norissezi 
hise  children  with  milk  of  losengerie.  / 
For  sothe,  Salomon  seith,  that  *  flaterie  is 
wors  than  detraccioun.'  For  som-tyme 
detraccion  maketh  an  hautein  man  be 
the  more  humble,  for  ho  diedeth  detrac- 
cion ;  but  certes  flaterye,  that  maketh  a 
man  to  enhauncen  his  herte  and  his 
contenaunce.  /  Flatereres  been  the  do-  (540) 
veles  enchauntours ;  for  they  make  a 
man  to  wene  of  him-self  be  lyk  that  he 
nis  nat  lyk.  /  They  been  lyk  to  Judas  6x5 
that  bitraysed  [god ;  and  thise  flatereres 
bitraysen]  a  man  to  sellen  him  to  his 
enemy,  that  is,  to  the  devel.  /  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  chapelleyns,  that  singen 
evere  Placebo,  /  I  rekene  flateiyo  in  the 
vyces  of  Ire ;  for  ofte  tyme,  if  o  man  bo 
wrooth  with  another,  thanne  wol  he 
flatere  som  wight  to  sustene  him  in  his 
querele.  / 

§  41.  Speke  we  now  of  swich  cursinge 
as  comth  of  irons  herte.  Halisoun  gener- 
ally maybe  seyd  every  maner  power  of 
harm.  Swich  cursinge  bireveth  man  firo 
the  regno  of  god,  as  seith  seint  Paul.  / 
And  ofte  tyme  swich  cursinge  wrongfully 
retometh  agayn  to  him  that  curseth,  as 
a  brid  that  retometh  agayn  to  his  owene 
nest.  /  And  over  alle  thing  men  oghten  6jd 
eschewe  to  cuzsen  hir  children,  and  yeyen 
to  the  devel  hir  engendmre,  as  ferfozth 
as  in  hem  is ;  certes,  it  is  greet  peril  and 
greet  sinne.  / 

§42.  Lat  us  thanne  speken  of  chydinge 
and  reproche,  whiche  been  fttl  grete 
woundes  in  mannes  herte ;  for  th^y  un- 
sowen  the  semes  of  frendshipe  in  mannes 
herte.  /    For  certes,  unnethes  may  a  man 
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pleynly  been  accorded  with  him  that 
hath  him  openly  revyled  and  reproved  in 
disolanndre.  This  is  a  f ol  grisly  sinne, 
as  Crist  seith  in  the  gospeL  /  And  tak 
kepe  now,  that  he  that  repreveth  his 
neighebor,  onther  he  repreveth  him  by 
som  harm  of  peyne  that  he  hath  on  his 
body,  as  *  mesel,'  '  oioked  harlot,'  or  by 
{550)  som  sinne  that  he  dooth.  /  Now  if  he 
reprove  him  by  harm  of  peyne,  thanne 
tnmoth  the  reprove  to  Jesa  Crist;  for 
peyne  is  sent  by  the  rightwys  sonde  of 
god,  and  by  his  soffirance,  be  it  meselrio, 
&>$  or  maheym,  or  maladye.  /  And  if  he 
repreve  him  nnoharitably  of  sinne,  as, 

*  thou  holoor,'  *  thoa  dronkelewe  harlot,' 
and  BO  forth ;  thanne  apeorteneth  that  to 
the  rejoysinge  of  the  devel,  that  evere 
hath  j<^ye  that  men  doon  sinne.  /  And 
certes,  chydinge  may  nat  come  but  oat  of 
a  vilcyns  herte.  For  after  the  habon- 
dance  of  the  herte  speketh  the  month  Ail 
ofbe.  /  And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  that 
loke,  by  any  wey,  whan  any  man  shal 
chasiyse  another,  that  he  be  war  irom 
chydinge  or  reprevinge.  Fox  trewely,  but 
he  be  war,  ho  may  ftd  lightly  qniken  the 
fyr  of  angre  and  of  wratthe,  which  that 
he  sholde  qnenche,  and  per-aventore 
sleeth  him  which  that  he  mighte  chastyse 
with  benignitee.  /    For  as  seith  Salomon, 

*  the  amiable  tonge  is  the  tree  of  lyf^'  that 
is  to  86301,  of  lyf  espizitael :  and  sothly,  a 
desbkvee  tonge  sleeth  the  spirites  of  him 
that  repreveth,  and  eek  of  him  that  is 
reproved.  /  Lo,  what  seith  seint  Angus- 
tin  :  '  ther  is  no-thing  so  lyk  the  develeo 
child  as  he  that  ofte  chydeth.'  Seint  Paul 
seith  eek  :  *  I,  servant  of  god,  bihove  nat 

630  to  chyde.'  /  And  how  that  chydinge  be 
a  vileyns  thing  bitwize  alio  manere  folk, 
yet  it  is  certes  most  nnoovenable  bltwixe 
a  man  and  his  wyf ;  for  there  is  nevere 
reste.  And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  *an 
hoos  that  is  nnoovered  and  droppinge, 
and  a  chydinge  wy^  been  lyke.'/  Aman 
that  is  in  a  droppinge  hous  in  many 
places,  though  he  eschewe  the  droppinge 
in  o  place,  it  droppeth  on  him  in  another 
place;  so  fSareth  it  by  a  chydinge  wy£ 
But  idle  chyde  him  in  o  place,  she  wol 


cliyde  him  in  another.  /  And  therfore, 
*  bettre  is  a  morsel  of  breed  with  joye  than 
an  hoos  fnl  of  delyces,  with  chydinge,' 
seith  Salomon.  /  Seint  Faol  seith  t  *  O 
ye  wommen,  be  ye  snbgetes  to  jronre 
hoosbondes  as  bihoveth  in  god ;  and  ye 
men,lovethyoorewyve8.'  Ad  Colometwi^ 
terUo,/  (560) 

§  48.  Afterward  spoke  we  of  soominge, 
which  is  a  wikked  sinne ;  and  namely, 
whan  he  scometh  a  man  for  hise  gode 
werkes.  /  For  certes,  swiche  scomeres  635 
faren  lyk  the  fonle  tode,  that  may  nat 
endure  to  smelle  the  sote  savour  of  the 
V3axe  whanne  it  florisshoth.  /  Thise 
scomeres  been  parting  felawes  with  the 
devel ;  for  they  han  joye  whan  the  devel 
winneth,  and  sorwe  whan  he  leseth.  / 
They  been  adversaries  of  Jeeu  Crist ;  for 
they  haten  that  ho  loveth,  that  is  to  seyn, 
■alvftcion  of  scale.  / 

§  44.  Spoke  wo  now  of  wikked  conseil ; 
for  he  that  wikked  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytoor.  For  he  deceyveth  him  that 
trusteth  in  him,  vt  AchUc^/ia  ad  AhtolonMi, 
But  natholess,  yet  is  his  wikked  conseil 
first  ag^yn  him-self.  /  For,  as  seith  the 
wyse  man,  every  fals  livings  hath  this 
propertee  in  him-eelf,  that  he  that  wole 
anoye  another  man,  he  anoyeth  first 
him-self.  /  And  men  shul  Ondexstonde,  640 
that  man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of 
fsda  folk,  no  of  angry  folk,  or  grevoaa 
folk,  no  of  folk  tliat  loven  specially  to 
muchel  hir  owene  profit,  no  to  muohe 
worldly  folk,  namely,  in  conseilinge  of 
soules./ 

§  45.  Now  oomth  the  sinne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  amonges  folk, 
which  isasinne  that  Crist  hateth  outrely; 
and  no  wonder  is.  For  he  deyde  for  to 
make  concord.  /  And  m<Hre  shame  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dido  they  that  him 
crucii^ode;  for  god  loveth  bettre,  that 
frendshipe  be  amonges  folk,  than  he  dido 
his  owene  body,  the  which  that  he  yaf 
for  nnitee.  Therfore  been  th^  lyknod 
to  the  devel,  tha4  evere  been  aboute  to 
maken  discord.  / 

§  46.  Now  c<mith  the  sinne  of  doable 
tonge;  swiche  as speken  fiure bifom folk, 
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and  mrikkedly  hihiiide;  or  elles  they 
maken  BomUani  as  though  th^  speke 
of  good  entenoionn,  or  eUes  in  game  and 
pley,  and  yet  th^  speke  of  wikked 
(57^)  entente.  / 

§  47.  Now  comth  bhrreying  of  conseil, 
thnxs^  which  a  man  is  defisoned ;  oertes, 
645  onnethe  mi^  he  restore  the  damage.  / 

Kow  oomth  manaoe,  that  is  an  open 
folye;  for  he  that  ofte  manaceth,  he 
threteth  more  than  he  may  perfoome 
fill  ofte  tyme.  / 

Now  cometh  ydel  wordesi  that  is  with- 
onten  profit  of  him  that  speketh  tho 
wordes,  and  eek  of  him  that  herkneth 
tho  wordes.  Or  elles  3rdel  wordes  heen 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  with-oaten 
entente  of  natorel  profit.  /  And  al>1)e>it 
that  ydel  wordes  heen  Bom.  tyme  venial 
einne,  yet  sholde  men  doaten  hem ;  for 
we  shol  yeve  rekeninge  of  hem  faif6re 
god./ 

Now  oomth  janglinge,  that  may  nat 
been  withonte  sinne.  And,  as  seith 
Salomon,  *  it  is  a  sinne  of  apert  folye.*  / 
And  therfore  a  philosophre  seyde,  whan 
men  axed  him  how  that  men  sholde  plese 
the  peple;  and  he  answerde,  *do  many 
650  gode  werkes,  and  spek  fbwe  jangles.'  / 

After  this  oomth  the  sinne  of  japeres, 
that  been  the  develes  Bpes;  for  they 
maken  folk  to  langhe  at  hir  japerie,  as 
folk  doon  at  the  gandes  of  an  ape.  Swiche 
japeres  deifendeth  seint  Paul./  Loke 
how  that  vertaonse  wordes  and  holy 
oonforten  hem  that  travaillen  in  the 
service  of  Crist ;  right  so  oonforten  the 
Vilnyus  wordes  and  knakkes  of  japeris 
hem  that  travaillen  in  the  service  of  the 
deveL/  Thise  been  the  sinnes  that  comen 
of  the  tonge,  that  comen  of  Ire  and  of 
othere  sinnes  mo.  / 

Scqnltur  rMnedlum  contra  peccatom  Ire. 

§48.  The  zemedye   agayns    Ire   is    a 

verta  that  men  olepen  Mansaetnde,  that 

is  Debonairetee ;  and  eek  another  vertu, 

(580)  that  men  oallati  Baoienoe  or  SnfEhmce.  / 

§  49.  Debonairetee  withdraweth  and 
xeficeyneth  the  stitinges  and  the  moe- 
vynges  of  mannei  oocage  in  his  herte,  in 


swioh  manere  that  th^  ne  skippe  nat 
oat  by  angre  ne  by  Ire./  SnfBranoe 6155 
snffireth  swetely  alle  the  anoyaunces  and 
ihe  wronges  tiiat  men  doon  to  man  oat- 
ward./  Seint  Jerome  seith  thus  of 
debonairetee,  that  *  it  doth  noon  harm  to 
no  wight,  ne  seith;  ne  for  noon  harm 
that  men  doon  or  seyn,  he  ne  esohanfeth 
nat  agayns  his  resoon.*/  This  verta 
som-tyme  oomth  of  natare ;  for,  as  seith 
the  philosophre,  *  a  man  is  a  qoik  thing, 
by  natare  debonaire  and  tretable  to 
goodnesse  ;  bat  whan  debonairetee  is 
enf ormed  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the  more 
worth,'/ 

§60.  Fadence,  that  is  another  zemedye 
agayns  Ire,  is  a  verta  that  saffireth 
swetely  every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is 
nat  wrooth  for  noon  harm  that  is  doon 
to  him./  The  philosophre  seith,  that 
^paoienoe  is  thilke  verta  that  saffireth 
debonairely  alle  the  outrages  of  adver- 
sitee  and  every  wikked  word.'/  This 660 
verta  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  god,  and 
maketh  him  goddes  owene  dere  child,  as 
seith  Grist.  This  verta  disconfiteth  thyn 
enemy.  And  therfore  seith  the  wyse 
man,  *  if  thoa  wolt  venqaisse  thyn  enemy, 
leme  to  safflre.'  /  And  thoa  shalt  onder- 
stonde,  that  man  saffireth  foare  manere 
of  grevanoes  in  outward  thinges,  agayns 
the  whiohe  foaze  he  moot  have  fbuze  * 
manere  of  paoiences.  / 

§  61.  The  flrste  grevanoe  is  of  wikkede 
wordes ;  thilke  suffirede  Jesa  Grist  with- 
oaten  gruoohing,  ftil  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  degpysed  and  reproved  him  Ail 
ofte./  SufEre  thou  therfore  paciently; 
for  the  wyse  man  seith :  *  if  thou  stryve 
with  a  fool,  though  the  fool  be  wrooth'  or 
though  he  laughe,  algate  thou  shalt  have 
no  reste.'  /  That  other  grevanoe  outward  (59of 
is  to  have  damage  of  thy  catel.  Ther- 
agayns  sufficed  Crist  fUl  paciently,  whan 
ho  was  despoylod  of  al  that  he  hadde 
in  this  lyf,  and  that  nas  but  hisedothesw/  665 
The  thiidde  grevanoe  is  a  man  to  have 
harm  in  his  body.  QThat  suffired  Crist 
fol  paciently  in  al  his  paantoun  /  The 
foarthe  grevanoe  is  in  oatngeous  labour 
in  werkes.    Whetfoze  I  s^ye,  that  folk 
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that  maken  hir  lenrants  to  travaillen  to 
grevoQsly,  or  oat  of  tyme,  as  on  halyday es, 
Boothlj  they  do  greet  sinne.  /  Heer- 
agayns  suffred  Crist  ttd  pctcienUy,  and 
tangbte  ns  paoienoe,  whan  he  bar  ap-on 
his  bliSNd  shnlder  the  oroys,  np-on  which 
he  sholde  soffren  despitoos  deeth.  /  Heor 
may  men  leme  to  be  padent ;  for  oertes, 
no^t  only  Cristen  men  been  paoient  for 
love  of  Jesa  Grist,  and  for  guerdonn  of 
the  blisM  lyf  that  is  perdurable;  but 
certes,  the  olde  payens,  that  nevere  were 
Oristene,  oommendeden  and  nseden  the 
yertn  of  pacience.  / 

§  52.  A  philoeophre  np-on  a  tyme,  that 
wolde  have  beten  his  disdple  for  his  grete 
treepaSf  for  which  he  was  greetly  amoevedi 

670  and  broghte  a  yerde  to  soonrge  the  child ;  / 
and  whan  this  child  sangh  the  yerde, 
he  seyde  to  his  maister,  *  what  thenke  ye 
to  do?'  •!  wol  bete  thee/  qnod  the 
maister,  *for  thy  oorreodon.* /  *F6r 
Bothe,'  qnod  the  child,  *ye  oghten  first 
oorrecte  yonre-self,  that  han  lost  al  yonre 
pacience  for  the  gQt  of  a  child.'  /  *  For 
sothe,'  qnod  the  maister  al  wepinge,  *  thon 
eeyst  sooth;  hare  thon  the  yerde,  my 
dare  sone,  and  correcte  me  for  myn 
inpadence.*  /  Of  Padence  comth  Obe- 
dience, thnrgh  which  a  man  is  obedient 
to  Crist  and  to  alio  hem  to  whiche  he 
(600)  oghte  to  been  obedient  in  Crist  /  And 
nnderstond  wel  that  obedience  is  perfit, 
whan  that  a  man  doth  gladly  and  hastily, 
with  good   herte    entierly,  al  that   he 

675  sholde  do.  /  Obedience  generally,  is  to 
porfonme  the  doctrine  of  god  and  of  his 
Bovereyns,  to  whiche  him  oghte  to  ben 
obeisannt  in  alle  rightwysnesse.  / 

If  Seqoitnr  4e  Accidia. 
§  58.  After  the  sinnes  of  Enyie  and  of 
Ire,  now  wol  I  speken  of  the  sinne  of 
Accidie.  Eor  Enyye  blindeth  the  herte 
of  a  man,  and  Ire  tronbleth  a  man ;  and 
Accidie  maketh  him  heyy,  thoghtfVil,  and 
wrawe.  /  Snvye  and  Ire  maken  bitter- 
nesse  in  herte;  which  bittonesse  is 
xnoder  of  Accidie,  and  binimeth  him  the 
love  of  alle  goodnesse.  Thanne  is  Accidie 
the  angnJash  of  a  teonble  herte ;  andseint 


Angnstin  seith  :  *it  is  aaoy  of  goodnesse 
and  joye  of  harm.'  /  Certes,  this  is  a 
dampnable  sinne ;  for  it  doth  wrong  to 
Jeea  Crist,  in-as-mnohe  as  it  binimeth 
the  service  that  men  oghte  doon  to  Crist 
with  alle  diligence,  as  seith  Salomon.  / 
Bnt  Aocidie  dooth  no  swich  diligence; 
he  dooth  alle  thing  with  anoy,  and  with 
wrawnesse,  slaknesse,  and  exousaoionn, 
and  with  srdelnesse  and  nnhist,  for  which 
the  book  seith :  'acnrsed  be  he  that  doth 
the  service  of  god  necligently.'  /  Thanne  68u 
is  Aocidie  enemy  to  everich  estaat  of  man ; 
for  certes,  the  estaat  of  man  is  in  three 
maneres./  Onther  itisth'estaat  of  inno- 
oenoe,  as  was  th'estaat  of  Adam  bifom 
that  he  ill  into  sinne ;  in  which  estaat 
he  was  holden  to  wirohe,  as  in  heryinge 
and  adooringe  of  god.  /  Another  estaat 
is  the  estaat  of  sinfhl  men,  in  which 
estaat  men  been  holden  to  labonre  in 
pnyinge  to  god  for  amendement  of  hir 
sinnes,  and  that  he  wde  grannte  hem  to 
arysen  out  of  hir  sinnes.  /  Another 
estaat  is  th'estaat  of  grace,  in  which 
estaat  he  is  holden  to  werkes  of  penitence ; 
and  oertes,  to  alle  thise  thiif  ges  is  Accidie 
enemy  and  oontrarie.  For  he  loveth  no 
bisinesse  at  aL  /  Now  certes,  this  fonle  (610) 
sinne  Aocidie  is  eek  a  Ail  greet  anemy 
to  the  lyflode  of  the  body ;  for  it  ne  hath 
no  pnrveannoe  agayn  temporelneoeesitee ; 
for  it  forsleweth  and  forslnggoth,  and 
destrc^eth  alle  goodes  temporeles  by 
reccheleesnesse.  /  685 

§  64.  The  foorthethinge  is,  that  Accidie 
is  lyk  to  hem  that  been  in  the  peyne  of 
helle,  by-canse  of  hir  sloutho  and  of  hir 
hevinesBe;  for  they  that  been  dampned 
been  so  boonde,  that  they  ne  may  neither 
wel  done  wel  thinke./  Of  Accidie  oomth 
first,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  and  encombred 
for  to  doon  any  goodnesse,  and  maketh 
that  god  hath  abhominocion  of  swich 
Accidie,  as  seith  seint  Johan.  / 

§  56.  Now  comth  Slonthe,  that  wol  nat 
snffire  noon  hardnease  ne  no  penannce. 
For  Boothly,  Slonthe  is  so  tendre,  and  so 
delicat,  as  seith  Salomon,  that  he  wol 
nat  snffre  noon  hardnease  ne  penannce, 
and  thezfore  he  shendeth  al   that   ho 
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dooth.  /  Ag^yns  this  roten-herted  smne 
of  Accidie  and  Slouthe  aholde  men  ezer- 
oiae  hem-self  to  doon  gode  werkes,  and 
manly  and  vertaoosly  caoohen  corage  wel 
to  doon ;  thinkinge  that  onre  lord  Josn 
Grist  qnyteth  every  good  dede,  be  it  never 
so  lyte.  /  Usage  of  labour  is  a  greet 
thing ;  for  it  maketh,  as  seith  seint  Ber- 
nard, the  laborer  to  have  stronge  armes 
and  harde  sinwes ;  and  Slonthe  maketh 
690  hem  feble  and  tendre.  /  Thanne  comth 
drede  to  biginne  to  werke  any  gode 
werkes ;  for  cortes,  he  that  is  endyned 
to  sinne,  him  thinketh  it  is  so  greet  an 
empryse  for  to  undertake  to  doon  werkes 
of  goodnesse,  /  and  casteth  in  his  herte 
that  the  ciroumstaunoes  of  goodnease 
been  so  grevouse  and  so  ohargeaunt  for 
to  suffire,  that  he  dar  nat  undertake  to 
do  werkes  of  goodnease,  as  seith  seint 
Gregorie.  / 

§  56.  Now  comth  wanhope,  that  is  de- 
speir  of  the  mercy  of  god,  that  comth 
somtyme  of  to  muche  outrageous  sorwe, 
and  somtjone  of  to  muche  drede :  imagin- 
inge  that  he  hath  doon  so  muche  sinne, 
that  it  wol  Skit  avaiUen  him,  though  he 
wolde  repenten  him  and  forsake  sinne :/ 
thuxgh  which  despeir  or  drede  he  abann- 
doneth  al  his  herte  to  every  maner  sinne, 
(620)  as  seith  seint  Augnstin.  /  Which  damp- 
nable  sinne,  if  that  it  continue  un-to  his 
695  ende,  it  is  doped  sinning  in  the  holy  gost./ 
This  horrible  sinne  is  so  perilous,  that  he 
that  is  despeired,  ther  nis  no  felonye  ne 
no  sinne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do ;  as 
shewed  wel  by  Judas.  /  Certes,  aboven 
alle  sinnes  thanne  is  this  sinne  most 
displesant  to  Crist,  and  most  adversarie.  / 
Soothly,  he  that  despeireth  him  is  lyk  the 
coward  champioun  recreant,  that  seith 
oreant  withoute  node.  Alias!  alias! 
nedeles  is  he  recreant  and  nedeles  de- 
speired. /  Certes,  the  merc^  of  god  is 
evere  rody  io  every  penitent,  and  is 
aboven  alle  hise  werkes./  Alias!  can 
nat  a  man  bithinke  him  on  the  gospel  of 
seint  Luk,  15.,  where-as  Crist  seith  that 
*  as  wel  shal  ther  be  joye  in  hevene  upon 
a  sinftd  man  that  doth  penitence,  as 
up-on  nynety  and  nyne   rightful   men 


that  neden  no  penitence?*/  Lokeforther,  yoo 
in  the  same  gospel,  the  joye  and  the 
f  este  of  the  gode  man  that  hadde  lost  his 
sone,  whan  his  sone  with  repentaunce 
was  retoumed  to  his  fshder.  /  Can  they 
nat  remembren  hem  eek,  that,  as  seith 
seint  Luk  xxHif*  copituto,  how  that  the 
theef  that  was  hanged  biayde  Jesu  Crist, 
seyde:  *Lord,  remembre  of  me,  whan 
thou  oomest  in-to  thy  regne?'/  *For 
sothe,'  seyde  Crist,  *I  seye  to  thee,  to-d«^ 
shaltow  been  with  me  in  Paradys.'/ 
Certes,  ther  is  noon  so  horrible  sinne  of 
man,  that  it  ne  may,  in  his  lyt,  be  de- 
stroyed by  penitence,  thurgh  vertu  of 
the  passion  and  of  the  deeth  of  Crist.  /  (6jo) 
Alias !  what  nedeth  man  thanne  to  been 
despeired,  sith  that  his  mercy  so  redy  is  and 
large?  Axe  and  have./  Thanne  oometh  705 
Sompnolence,  that  is,  sluggy  slombringe, 
which  maketh  a  man  be  hevy  and  dul,  in 
body  and  in  soule ;  and  this  sinne  comth 
of  Slouthe.  /  And  certes,  the  tyme  that, 
by  wey  of  resoun,  men  sholde  nat  slope, 
that  is  hy  the  morwe ;  but-if  ther  were 
cause  resonable.  /  For  soothly,  the  morwe- 
tyde  is  most  covenaUe,  a  man  to  seye  his 
preyeres,  and  for  to  thinken  on  god,  and 
for  to  honours  god,  and  to  yeven  almeose 
to  the  povre,  that  first  cometh  in  the 
name  of  Crist  /  Lo !  what  seith  Salomon : 
*  who-80  wolde  by  the  morwe  awaken  and 
soke  me,  he  shal  flnde.*  /  Thanne  cometh 
Kecligence,  or  recchelesnesse,  that  rek- 
keth  of  no-thing.  And  how  that  igno- 
raunce  be  moder  of  alle  harm,  certeo, 
Nedigence  is  the  norioe.  /  Kecligence  710 
ne  doth  no  fors,  whan  he  shal  doon  a 
thing,  whether  he  do  it  wed  or  baddely.  / 
§  67.  Of  the  remedie  of  thise  two  sinnes, 
as  sdth  the  wyse  man,  that  *he  that 
dredeth  god,  he  spareth  nat  to  doon  that 
him  oghte  doon.*  /  And  he  that  loveth 
god,  he  wol  doon  diligence  to  plese  god 
by  his  werkes,  and  abaundone  him-self^ 
with  al  his  might,  wd  for  to  doon.  / 
Thanne  comth  yddnesse,  that  is  the  yat« 
of  alle  harmes.  An  ydd  man  is  lyk  to 
a  place  that  hath  no  walles ;  the  develes 
may  entre  on  every  syde  and  aheten  a* 
him  at  discovert,  by  temptadon  on  everj 
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(640)  wydB.  I    Thlf  ydolnom  is  the  thnnok  of 
alle  wikkad  and  vilejiis  thoghtei,  and  of 

715  alle  janglM,  trofles,  and  of  alle  ordure.  / 
Certes,  the  hevene  ii  yeven  to  hem  that 
wol  labonren,  and  nat  to  ydel  folk.  £ek 
David  Mith :  that  *th07  ne  been  nat  in 
the  labonr  of  men,  ne  they  shnl  nat  been 
whipped  with  men/  that  is  to  leynf  in 
pnrgatorie.  /  Oertef,  thanne  semeth  it, 
they  shnl  be  tormented  with  the  devel 
in  helle,  bnt-if  they  doon  penitence.  / 

§  58.  Thanne  oomth  the  sinne  that 
men  depen  Tardita$^  as  whan  a  man  is 
to  latrede  or  tarjringe,  er  he  wole  tome 
to  god ;  and  oertes,  that  is  a  greet  folye. 
He  is  lyk  to  him  that  falleth  in  the  dich, 
and  wol  nat  aryse./  And  this  yyoe 
oomth  of  a  £a]s  hope,  that  he  thinketh 
that  he  shal  live  longe;  bat  that  hope 
faileth  All  ofte.  / 

§  60.  Thanne  oomth  Laohesse ;  that  is 
he,  that  whan  he  biginneth  any  good 
werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it  and  stinten ; 
as  doon  they  that  han  any  wight  to 
goyeme,  and  ne  taken  of  him  na-more 
kepe,  anon  as  th^  finden  any  contrarie 

Taoor  any  anoy.  /  Thise  been  the  newe 
shepherdes,  that  leten  hir  sheep  witingly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  the  breres, 
or  do  no  fors  of  hir  owene  govemannoe.  / 
Of  this  oomth  poverte  and  destraooionn, 
bothe  of  spiritnel  and  temporel  thinges. 
Thanne  oomth  a  manere  ooldnetie,  that 
fireseth  al  the  herte  of  man.  /  Thanne 
oomth  nndevocioon,  thnzgh  which  a  man 
is  so  blent,  as  seith  seint  Bernard,  and 
hath  swiohe  langonr  in  sonle,  that  he 
may  neither  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  chirohe, 
ne  here  ne  thinke  of  no  deyooionn,  ne 
travaiUe  with  hise  handes  in  no  good 
work,  that  it  nis  him  nnsavory  and  al 
apalled.  /  Thanne  wexeth  he  slow  and 
8lombiy,.and  sons  wol  be  wrooth,  and 
(6so)  sone  is  enolyned  to  hate  and  to  envye.  / 
Thanne  oomth  the  sinne  of  worldly  sorwe, 
swioh  as  is  oleped  trit/Uda^  that  sleeth 

795  man,  as  seint  Panl  seith.  /  For  certes, 
swioh  sorwe  werketh  to  the  deeth  of 
the  sonle  and  of  the  body  also;  for  ther- 
of  oomth,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owanelyt/  Wheifore swioh  sorwe  short- 


eth  fol  ofte  the  Ijrf  of  a  man,  er  that  his 
tyme  be  oome  by  wey  of  kinde.  / 

Remedlnm  contra  peccatmn  Accidie. 

§  60.  Agayns  this  horrible  sinne  of 
Accidie,  and  the  branches  of  the  same, 
ther  is  a  yertn  that  is  called  FortUudo 
or  Strengthen  that  is,  an  affecoionn 
thnzgh  which  a  man  despyieth  anoyons 
thinges.  /  This  verta  is  so  mighty  and 
so  vigoroos,  that  it  dar  withstonde 
mightily  and  wysely  kepen  him-self  fko 
perils  that  been  wikked,  and  wraatle 
agayn  the  asuntes  of  the  derel.  /  For  it 
enhannceth  and  enforoeth  the  sonle,  right 
as  Accidie  abateth  it  and  maketh  it 
feble.  For  this  l*or<i<iMlo  mayendnreby 
long  saffirannce  the  travailles  that  been 
covenable.  /  730 

§  61.  This  vertn  hath  manye  speces ; 
and  the  flrste  is  deped  ICagnanimitee, 
that  is  to  seyn,  greet  corage.  For  certes, 
ther  bihovedi  greet  corage  agains  Accidie, 
lest  that  it  ne  swolwe  the  sonle  by  the 
sinne  of  sorwe,  or  destroys  it  by  wan- 
hope.  /  This  yertn  maketh  folk  to  under- 
take harde  thinges  and  grevonse  thinges, 
by  hir  owene  wil,  wysely  and  resonably./ 
And  for  as  mnehel  as  the  devel  fighteth 
agayns  a  man  more  by  qneyntise  and  by 
sleighte  than  by  strengthe,  therfore  men 
shal  withstonden  him  by  "wit  and  by 
reeoon  and  by  disorecionn.  /  Thanne  am 
ther  the  vertnes  of  feith,  and  hope  in  god 
and  in  hise  seintes,  to  acheve  and 
acomplice  the  gode  werkes  in  the  whiohe 
he  pnrposeth  fermely  to  continue.  /  (660) 
Thanne  comth  seuretee  or  sikemesBe; 
and  that  is,  whan  a  man  ne  douteth  no 
travaille  in  tyme  cominge  of  the  gode 
werkes  that  a  man  hath  bigonne.  /  735 
Thanne  comth  Magnificence,  that  is  to 
seyn,  whan  a  man  dooth  and  perfonmeth 
grete  werkes  of  goodnesie  that  he  hath 
bigonne ;  and  that  is  the  ende  why  that 
men  sholde  do  gode  werkes ;  for  in  the 
acomplissinge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lyth 
the  grete  gnerdonn./  Thanne  Is  ther 
Constaunoe,  that  is,  stkUenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  been  in  herte  by  stedefi^t 
feith,  and  in  mouth,  and  in  beringe,  and 
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in  ohere  and  in  dede.  /  Eko  ther  been 
mo  speoiala  remedies  agains  Aooidie,  in 
diverse  werkes,  and  in  consideracionn  of 
the  peynes  of  helle,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevene,  and  in  trust  of  the  grace  of  the 
holy  gooet,  that  wole  yevQ  him  might  to 
perfonme  his  gode  entente.  / 

Sequitnr  de  Anarlcia. 

§  62.  After  Accidie  irol  I  speke  of 
Avarice  and  of  Ooveitlse,  of  which  sinne 
seith  seint  Fanle,  that  *  the  rote  of  alle 
harmes  is  Coveitise' :  Ad  Timoth&um^  iexto 
capUulo,  I  For  soothly,  whan  the  herte 
of  a  man  is  confounded  in  it-self  and 
troubled,  and  that  the  sonle  hath  lost  the 
oonfort  of  god,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel 
740  solas  of  worldly  thinges.  / 

§  68.  Avarice,  after  the  descripcion  of 
seint  ATigostin,  is  likeronsnesse  in  herte 
to  have  erthely  thinges./  Som  other 
folk  seyn,  that  Avarice  is,  for  to  pnr- 
chacen  manj^  erthely  thinges,  and  no- 
thing yeve  to  hem  that  han  nede.  /  And 
nnderstond,  that  Avarice  ne  stant  nat 
only  in  lond  ne  oatel,  bat  somtyme  in 
science  and  in  glorie,  and  in  every  manere 
of  ontrageona  thing  is  Avarice  and 
Goveitise.  /  And  the  difference  bitwise 
Avazice  and  Goveitise  is  this.  Goveitise 
is  for  to  coveite  swiche  thinges  as  thon 
hast  nat ;  and  Avarice  is  fbr  to  withholde 
and  kepe  swiche  thinges  as  thou  hast, 
(670)  with-onte  rightftd  nede.  /  Soothly,  this 
Avarice  is  a  sinne  that  is  ftil  dampnable ; 
for  al  holy  writ  cnrseth  it,  and  speketh 
agayns  that  vyce ;  for  it  dooth  wrong  to 
745  Jesa  Grist.  /  For  it  bireveth  him  the 
love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  tnmeUi 
it  bakward  agayns  alle  resonn ;  /  and 
maketh  that  the  avaricious  man  hath 
more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Jesa  Grist, 
and  dooth  more  observance  in  kepinge  of 
his  tresor  than  he  dooth  to  service  of 
Jesa  Grist  /  And  therfbre  seith  seint 
Paol  odL  BphetioBj  quintOf  that  *an 
avarieions  man  is  in  the  thraldom  of 
ydolatrie.*/ 

§  64.  What  difRnrenoe  is  bitwise  an 
ydolastre  and  an  avaridoos  man,  bat 
that  an  ydolastre,  per  aventnve,  ne  hath 


bat  o  mawmet  or  two,  and  the  avarieioua 
man  hath  manye?  For  oertes,  every 
florin  in  his  oofire  is  his  mawmet  /  And 
certes,  the  sinne  c^  Mawmetrye  is  the 
firste  thing  that  Qod  deffended  in  the  ten 
oomaandments,  as  be]^th  witnesse  Exodl, 
capiitdo  xafi :  /  *Thoa  shalt  have  no  false  TSO 
goddes  bifore  me,  ne  thoa  shalt  make 
to  thee  no  grave  thing.'  Thas  is  an 
avaricioos  man,  that  loveth  his  tresor 
bifom  god,  an  ydolastre,  /  thorgh  this 
corsed  sinne  of  Avarice.  Of  Goveitise 
comen  thise  harde  lordshipes,  thorgh 
whiche  men  been  distreyned  by  tailages, 
costumes,  and  cariages,  more  than  hir 
doetee  or  resoim  is.  And  eek  they  taken 
of  hir  bonde-men  ameroiments,  whiche 
mighten  more  resonably  ben  deped 
eztorcions  than  ameroiments.  /  Of  whiche 
amerciments  and  raonsoninge  of  bonde* 
men,  somme  lordes  stywardes  seyn,  that 
it  is  rightftil;  for-as-moche  as  a  cherl 
hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it  ne  is  his 
lordes,  as  they  seyn.  /  Bot  certes,  thise 
lord8hii)es  doon  wrong,  that  bireven  hir 
bonde-folk  thinges  that  they  nevere  yave 
hem :  Auguilimu  de  Cfhfitate,  liffro  nono.  /  (666) 
Sooth  is,  that  the  condicioon  of  thraldom 
and  the  firste  caose  of  thraldom  is  far 
sinne ;  OeneHe^  qwhOo,  /  75S 

§  66.  Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the  gilt 
disserveth  thraldom,  bat  nat  nature./ 
Wherfore  thise  lordes  ne  sholde  nat 
moche  glori^^en  hem  in  hir  lordshipes, 
sith  l^at  by  natorel  eondicion  they  been 
nat  lordes  of  thralles;  but  fbr  that 
thraldom  comth  first  by  the  desert  of 
sinne.  /  And  forther-over,  ther-as  the 
lawe  seith,  that  temporel  godes  of  bonde- 
folk  been  the  godes  of  hir  lordshipes,  ye, 
that  is  for  to  understonde,  the  godes  ci 
the  emperour,  to  defl^nden  hem  in  hir 
right,  but  nat  fbr  to  robben  hem  ne  reven 
hem.  /  And  theribre  seith  Seneca :  *  thy 
prudence  sholde  live  benignely  with  thy 
thrallea*  /  Thilke  that  thou  olepest  tiiy 
thralles  been  goddes  peple ;  for  humble 
folk  been  Gristes  flreendes;  they  been 
contubemial  with  the  lord.  /  760 

§  66.  Think  eek,  that  of  swich  seed  as 
oherles  springeth,  of  swioh  seed  sprlngen 
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lordn.  Ajwel  may  the  cherl  be  flayed  as 
the  lord.  /  The  flame  deeth  that  taketh 
the  oherl,  swioh  deeth  taketh  the  lord. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  do  right  flo  with  thy 
cherl,  as  thou  woldest  that  thy  lord  dlde 
with  thee,  ifthoa  were  in  hiflplyt/  Every 
iinfiil  man  is  a  cherl  to  sinne.  I  rede 
thee,  oertefl,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
•widie  wyse  with  thy  oherlee,  that  they 
rather  love  thee  than  drede.  /  I  woot  wel 
ther  is  degree  above  degree,  as  reson  is ; 
and  flkile  it  is,  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
ther-afl  it  is  due;  bat  certes,  eztorcionfl 
and  despit  of  yonre  xmderlingefl  ifl  damp- 
(690)  nable.  / 

§  67.  And  forther-over  nnderstond  wel, 
that  f^i^  oonqnerooTfl  or  tirannte  ir^B-kftn 
M  ofte  thrallefl  of  hem,  that  been  bom  of 
aa  royal  blood  as  been  they  that  hem 
y6s  oonqneren.  /     This   name  of  thraldom 
waa  nevere  erst  ooath,  til  that  Koe  Beside, 
that  his  flone  Canaan  sholde  be  thral  to 
hifle  bretheren  for  his  sinne./    What 
seye  we  thanne  of  hem  that  pilen  and 
dooneztoroionstoholy  ohirohe?   Certes, 
the   swerd,   that   men   yeven   first    to 
a  knight  whan  he  is  newe  dabbed,  signi- 
i^eth   that   he   sholde  deffenden   holy 
ohirohe,  and  nat  robben  it  ne  pilen  it ; 
and  who  so  dooth,  is  traitoar  to  Crist.  / 
And,  as  seith  seint  Aogostin,  *they  been 
the  develes  wolves,  that  stranglen  the 
sheep  of  Jesa  Crist*;   and  doon  worse 
than  wolves./    For  soothly,  whan  the 
wolf  hath  ftd  his  wombe,  he  stinteth  to 
strangle  sheep.    But  soothly,  the  piloars 
and  destroyonrs  of  goddes  holy  ohirohe 
ne  do  nat  so ;  for  th^  ne  stinte  nevere  to 
pile.  /    Now,  as  I  have  ssyd,  sith  so  is 
that  sinne  was  first  oaose  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thos ;  that  thilke  tyme  that 
al  this  world  was  in  sinne,  thanne  was  al 
770  this  world  in  thraldom  and  sabjeooioan./ 
Bat  certes,  sith  the  tyme  of  grace  com, 
god  ordeyned  that  som  folk  sholde  be 
more  hei^  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
som  folk  more  lowe,  and  that  everich 
sholde  be  served  in  his  estaat  and  in  his 
degree.  /    And  therfore,  in  somme  con- 
tarees  ther  thsy  byen  tiiTslles,  whan  they 
han  tamed  hem  to  the  Mth,  th^  maken 


hir  thrallee  f^ree  ont  of  thraldom.    And 
therfore,  certes,  the  lord  oweth  to  his 
man  that  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord.  / 
The  Pope  oalleth  him-self  servant  of  the 
servaonts  of  god ;  bat  fbr-as-nrache  as 
the  estaat  of  holy  ohirohe  ne  mighte  nat 
han  be,  ne  the  commane  profit  mighte 
nat  han  be  kept,  ne  pees  and  rests  in 
erthe,  bnt-if  god  hadde  ordeyned  that 
som  men  hadde  hyer  degree  and  som 
men  lower:/  therfore  was  sovereyntee 
ordesnoed   to  kepe   and  nu^yntene  and 
deffenden  hir  onderlinges  or  hir  sabgets 
in  resonn,  as  ferforth  as  it  lyth  in  hir 
power;   and  nat  to  destroyen  hem  ne 
confoonde.  /  Wherfbre  I  seye,  that  thilke  (700) 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves,  that  devoaren 
the  possessioans  or  the  catel  of  povre  folk 
wrongftilly,  with-oaten  mercy  or  mesore,  /  775 
they  shol  receyven  by  the  same  mesore 
that  they  han  mesniHsd  to  povre  folk  the 
mercy  of  Jesa  Crist,  bat-if  it  be  amended.  / 
Now  comth  deoeite  bitwixe  marchant  and 
marohant.    And  thow  shaU  imderstonde, 
that  marchandyse  is  in  two  maneres; 
that  oon  is   bodily,  and  that  other  is 
goostly.    That  oon  is  honeste  and  leveftil, 
and  that  other  is  deshoneste  and  nnleve- 
fdL/  Of  thilke  bodily  marchandyse,  that 
is  levefol  and  honeste,  is  this;  that,there- 
as  god  hath  ordeyned  that  a  regno  or 
a  contree  is  safflsaont  to  him-Self,  thanne 
is  it  honeste  and  leveftil,  that  of  haban- 
dannoe  of  this  contree,  that  men  helpe 
another  contree  that  is  more  nedy./  And 
therfore,  ther  mote  been  maichants  to 
bringen  fro  that  o  contree  to  that  other 
hire  marchandyses.  /    That  other  mar- 
ohandise,  that  men  hannten  with  frande 
and  treoherie  and  deceite,  with  lesinges 
and£Ej8eothes,iscarsedanddampnable./  780 
Espiritael  marchandyse  is  proprely  Sy- 
monye,  that  is,  ententif  de^yr  to  byen 
thing    espiritael,    that   is,    thing    that 
aperteneth  to  the  seintaarie  of  god  and  to 
oore  of  the  scale.  /    This  desyr,  if  so  be 
that  a  man  do  his  diligence  to  parfonmen 
it,  al-be-it  that  his  desyr  ne  take  noon 
effect,  yet  is  it  to  him  a  deedly  sinne ; 
and  if  he  be  ordred,  he  is  irregaler.  / 
Certes,   Symonye   is   oleped    of  Symon 
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MagOB,  that  wolde  han  boght,  for  tom- 
porel  catel,  the  yifbe  that  god  hadde 
yeTen,  by  the  holy  goost,  to  seint  Peter 
and  to  the  apostles./  And  therfore 
nnderstondf  that  bothe  he  that  selleth 
and  he  that  byeth  thinges  espiritaels, 
been  cleped  Symonials ;  be  it  by  oatel,  be 
it  by  proonringe,  or  by  fleshly  piejrere 
of  hise  freendes,  fleshly  freendes,  or 
(710)  espiritoel  freendes.  /  fleshly,  in  two 
maneres;  asbykinxedeorotherefireendes. 
Soothly,  if  they  praye  for  him  that  is  nat 
worthy  and  able,  it  is  Symonye  if  he  take 
the  benefice ;  and  if  he  be  worthy  and 
785  able,  ther  nis  noon.  /  That  other  manere 
is,  whan  a  man  or  womman  preyen  for 
folk  to  avannoen  hem,  only  for  wikked 
fleshly  afifeccioun  that  th^y  have  nn-to 
the  persone ;  and  that  is  fonl  Symonj^  / 
But  certes,  in  service,  for  which  men 
yeven  thinges  espiritoels  nn-to  hir 
servants,  it  moot  been  nnderstonde  that 
the  service  moot  been  honeste,  and  eUes 
nat ;  and  eek  that  it  be  with-onten  bar- 
gayninge,  and  that  the  persone  be  able.  / 
Eor,  as  seith  seint  Damasie,  *alle  the 
sinnes  of  the  world,  at  regard,  of  this 
sinne,  am  as  thing  of  noght  * ;  for  it  is 
the  gretteste  sinne  that  may  be,  after  the 
sinne  of  Lacifar  and  Anteorist.  /  For, 
by  this  sinne,  god  forleseth  the  chirohe, 
and  the  soole  that  he  boghte  with  his 
precious  blood,  by  hem  that  yeven 
ohirohes  to  hem  that  been  nat  dignei  / 
For  they  patten  in  theves,  that  stelen  the 
scales  of  Jesa  Christ  and  destroyen  his 
790  patrimoine.  /  By  swiohe  andigne  preestes 
and  onrates  han  lowed  men  the  lasse 
reverence  of  the  sacraments  of  holy 
chirohe ;  and  swiche  yeveres  of  chirches 
patten  oat  the  children  of  Crist,  and 
patten  in-to  the  chirohe  the  develes  owene 
sone.  /  They  sellen  the  scales  that 
lambes  sholde  kepen  to  the  wolf  that 
gtrangleth  hem.  And  therfore  shal  they 
nevere  han  part  of  the  pastore  of  lambes, 
that  is,  the  blisse  of  hevene,  /  Now 
oomth  hasardrjre  with  hise  apartenaances, 
as  tables  and  rafles;  of  which  oomth 
deceite,  false  othes,  chydinges,  and  alle 
ravines,  blaspheminge  and  roneyinge  of 


god,  and  hate  of  hise  neighebores,  wast  of 
godes,  misspendinge  of  tyme,  and  som> 
iyme  manslaaghtre.  /  Certes,  hasardoors 
ne  mowe  nat  been  with-oaten  greet  sinne 
whyles  they  haonte  that  craft.  /  Of  (Tao) 
avarice  comen  eek  lesinges,  thefbe,  fids 
witnesse,  and  false  othes.  And  ye  shol 
anderstonde  that  thise  been  grete  sinnes, 
and  expres  agayn  the  comaondements  of 
god,  as  I  have  seyd.  /  Fals  witnesse  is  in  795 
word  and  eek  in  dede.  In  word,  as  for  to 
bireve  thy  neighebores  goode  name  1^ 
thy  fals  witnessing,  or  bireven  him  his 
catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy  fals  witness- 
ing ;  whan  thoa,  for  ire  or  for  mode,  or 
for  envjre,  berest  fUs  witnesse,  or  aooasest 
him  or  ezcosest  him  by  thy  fids  witnesse, 
or  eUes  exoasest  thy-self  falsly.  /  Ware 
yow,  qaestemongeres  and  notaries  f  Certes, 
for  fids  witnessing  was  Basanna  in  taX 
gret  sorwe  and  peyne,  and  many  another 
mo.  /  The  sinne  of  thefte  is  eek  expres 
agayns  goddes  heste,  and  that  in  two 
maneres,  corporel  and  espiritael.  /  Cor- 
porel,  as  for  to  take  thy  neighebores  catel 
agayn  his  wil,  be  it  by  force  or  by  sleighte, 
be  it  by  met  or  by  mesare.  /  By  steling 
eek  of  false  enditements  open  him,  and 
in  borwinge  of  thy  neighebores  catel,  in 
entente  nevere  to  payen  it  agayn,  and 
semblable  thinges.  /  Espiritael  thefte  is  800 
Sacrilege,  that  is  to  seyn,  hartinge  of  holy 
thhkges,  oar  of  thinges  sacred  to  Crist,  in 
two  maneres ;  by  reson  of  the  holy  place, 
as  chirches  or  chirohe-hawes,  /  for  which 
every  vil^yns  sinne  that  men  doon  in 
swiohe  places  may  be  cleped  sacrilege,  or 
every  violence  in  the  semblable  placesL 
Also,  they  that  withdrawen  falsly  the 
rightes  that  longen  to  holy  chlxxahe.  / 
And  plsynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reven  holy  thing  fio  holy  place,  or  un- 
holy thing  oat  of  holy  place,  or  h<^  thin^ 
oat  of  unholy  place.  / 

Relevaclo  contra  peccatum  Avarlda. 

§  68.  Now  shul  ye  understonde,  that 
the  relevinge  of  Avazioe  is  miserioovde, 
and  pitee  largely  taken.  And  men 
mighten  axe,  why  that  miserioorde  and 
pitee  is  relevinge  of  Avarice?  /    Oertoa,  (790) 
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the  avftricioafl  man  sheveth  no  pitee  ne 
miflerioorde  to  the  nedeM  man ;  for  he 
delyteth  him  in  the  kepinge  of  his  tresor, 
and  nat  in  the  resoowinge  ne  releringe  of 
his  eyene-cristene.    And  therfore  speke 

Sp5  I  first  of  miserioorde.  /  Thanne  is  miser- 
ioorde,  as  seith  the  philosophre,  a  yertn, 
hy  "which  the  corage  of  man  is  stired 
by  the  misese  of  him  that  is  misesed.  / 
Up-on  which  misericorde  folweth  pitee, 
in  parfonminge  of  charitable  werkes  of 
miserioorde.  /  And  certes,  thise  thinges 
moeven  a  man  to  miserioorde  of  Jesn 
Crist,  that  he  yaf  him-self  for  onre  giltv 
and  Boffired  deeth  for  miserioorde,  and 
Ibrgaf  ns  onre  originale  sinnes ;  /  and 
therby  relessed  ns  fro  the  peynes  of  helle, 
and  amennsed  the  peynes  of  pnrgatorie 
by  penitence,  and  yeyeth  grace  wel  to  do, 
andattelastetheblisseofheyene./  The 
speces  of  misericorde  been,  as  for  to  lene 
and  for  to  yeye  and  to  foryeyen  and 
xeleese,  and  for  to  han  pitee  in  herte,  and 
oompassioon  of  the  meschief  of  his  eyen^ 
oristene,  and  eek  to  chastyae  there  as 

810  nede  is.  /  Another  manere  of  remedie 
agayns  Ayarioe  is  resonable  largesse ;  bat 
soothly,  here  bihoyeth  the  consideraoionn 
of  the  grace  of  Jesn  Crist,  and  of  hise 
temporel  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  godes 
perdnrables  that  Crist  yaf  to  ns ;  /  and 
to  han  remembrance  of  the  deeth  that  he 
shal  receyye,  he  noot  whanne,  where,  ne 
how ;  and  eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that 
he  hath,  saye  only  that  he  hath  desponded 
in  gode  werkes.  / 

§  69.  Bnt  for^as-mnohe  as  som  folk  been 
nnmesnrable,  men  oghten  eschne  fool- 
laigesse,  that  men  depen  wast  /  Certes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  yeyeth  nat  his 
catel,  but  he  leseth  his  cateL  Soothly, 
what  thing  that  he  yeyeth  for  yeyne 
glorie,  as  to^minstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to 
beren  his  renoxm  in  the  world,  he  hath 
^^40)  sinne  ther-of  and  noon  almesse.  /  Certes, 
he  leseth  fonle  his  good,  that  ne  seketh 
with  the  yifte  of  his  good  no-thing  but 

SiS  sinne.  /  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  seketh 
rather  to  drinken  droyy  or  trouble  water 
than  for  to  drinken  water  of  the  dere 
welle.  /  And  f orHM-mnohel  as  they  yeyen 


ther  as  they  sholde  nat  yeyen,  to  hem 
aperteneth  thilke  malisonn  tliat  Crist 
shal  yeyen  at  the  day  of  dome  to  hem 
that  shnllen  been  dampned.  / 

(^    Seqaitnr  de  Gnla. 

§  70.  After  Ayarioe  comth  Olotonye, 
which  is  ezpres  eek  agayn  the  comande- 
ment  of  god.  Glotonye  is  nnmesnrable 
appetyt  to  ete  or  to  drinke,  or  dies  to 
doon  y-nogh  to  the  nnmesnrable  appetyt 
and  desordeynee  ooyeityse  to  eten  or  to 
drinke.  /  This  sinne  oomunped  aT  this 
world,  as  is  wel  shewed  in  the  sinne  of 
Adam  and  of  Eye.  Loke  eek,  what  sdth 
seint  Panl  of  Olotonye.  /  '  Hanye,'  seith 
seint  Paul,  *goon,  of  whiche  I  haye  ofte 
seyd  to  yow^  and  now  I  seye  it  wepinge, 
that  they  been  the  enemys  of  the  croys  of 
Crist ;  of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  and 
of  whiche  hir  wombe  is  hir  god,  and  hir 
glorie  in  oonfthsionn  of  hem  that  so 
sayeren  erthely  thinges.'  /  He  that  is  8x> 
nsannt  to  this  sinne  of  Glotonye,  he  ne 
may  no  sinne  withstonde.  He  moot  been 
in  seryage  of  alle  yyoes,  for  it  is  the 
deydes  hord  ther  he  hydeth  him  and 
resteth.  /  This  sinne  hath  manye  speces. 
The  flrste  is  dronkenesse,  that  is  the 
horrible  sepnltnre  of  mannes  resonn ;  and 
therfore,  whan  a  man  is  dronken,  he  hath 
lost  his  resonn;  and  this  is  deedly  sinne./ 
Bnt  soothly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat 
wont  to  strong  drinke,  and  perayenture 
ne  knoweth  nat  the  strengthe  of  the 
drinke,  or  hath  feblesse  in  his  heed,  or 
hath  trayailed,  thnrgh  which  he  drinketh 
the  more,  al  be  he  sodeynly  oanght  with 
drinke,  it  is  no  deedly  sinne,  bat  yeniaL  / 
The  seconde  spece  of  Glotonye  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  tronble ;  for 
dronkenesse  bireyeth  him  the  discredoun 
of  his  wit,  /  The  thridde  spece  of  (750) 
Glotonye  is,  whan  a  man  deyonreth  his 
mete,  and  hath  no  rightfal  manere  of 
etinge.  /  The  fonrthe  is  whan,  thnrgh  835 
the  grete  habondannoe  of  his  mete,  the 
hnmoors  in  his  body  been  destempred.  / 
The  fifthe  is,  foryetelnesse  by  to  mnchel 
drinkinge;   fox  whioh  somtyme  a  man 
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foxyeteth  er  the  morwe  what  he  dide  at 
even  or  on  the  nic;ht  bifom.  / 

§  71.  In  other  manere  been  distuxot 
the  speces  of  Olotonye,  after  seint  Gre- 
gorie.  The  firste  is,  for  to  ete  bifom 
tymo  to  ete.  The  seconde  is,  whan  a  man 
get  him  to  delicat  mete  or  drinke.  /  The 
thridde  is,  whan  men  taken  to  mnche 
over  mesnre.  The  fonrthe  is  cnriositee, 
with  greet  entente  to  maken  and  appa- 
raillen  his  mete.  The  fifthe  is,  for  to  eten 
to  gredily.  /  Thise  been  the  fyve  flngres 
of  the  develes  hand,  by  whiohe  he  draweth 
850  folk  to  sinne.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatnm  Gule. 

§  72.  Agayns  Glotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Qalien;  bnt  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it  only  for 
the  hele  of  his  body.  Seint  Angnstin 
wole,  that  Abstinence  be  doon  for  verta 
and  with  paoienoe.  /  Abstinence,  he 
seith,  islitel  worth,  but-if  a  man  have 
good  wil  ther-to,  and  bat  it  be  enforced 
by  pacienoe  and  by  charitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  godes  sake,  and  in  hope 
to  have  the  blisse  of  hevene.  / 

§  78.  The  felawes  of  Abstinence  been 
Attemperaonce,  that  holdeth  the  mene  in 
alle  thinges:  eek  Shame,  that  eschneth 
alle  deshonestee :  Sufflsanoe,  that  seketh 
no  riche  metes  ne  drinkes,  ne  dooth  no 
fors  of  to  oatrageons  apparailinge  of 
mete.  /  ICesore  also,  that  restr^yneth  by 
resoon  the  deslavee  appetjrt  of  etinge: 
Sobrenesse  also,  thai  restrejmeth  the 
(j6o)  outrage  of  drinke :  /  Sparinge  also,  that 
restrejmeth  the  delicat  ese  to  sitte  longe 
at  his  mete  and  softely;  wherfore  som 
folk  stonden  of  hir  owene  wil,  to  eten  at 
835  the  lasse  l^yser.  / 

7  Seqnitor  de  Lturoria. 
§  74.  After  Glotonye,  thanne  oomth 
Lecherie ;  for  thise  two  sinnes  been  so  ny 
cosins,  that  ofte  tyme  they  wol  nat  de- 
parte.  /  God  woot,  this  sinne  is  tal 
displesannt  thing  to  god ;  for  h4  seyde 
himself,  *  do  no  lecherie.'  And  therfore 
he  pntte  grete  peynes  agayns  this  sinne 
in  the  olde  lawe./  If  womman  thral  were 


taken  in  this  sinne,  she  sholde  be  beten 
with  staves  to  the  deeth.  And  if  ahe 
were  a  gentil  womman,  she  sholde  be 
slayn  with  stones.  And  if  she  were 
a  bifishoppes  doghter,  she  sholde  been 
brent,  by  goddes  comandement.  /  For- 
ther  over,  by  the  sinne  of  Lechorie,  god 
dreynte  al  the  world  at  the  dilnge.  And 
after  that,  he  brente  tyve  citees  with 
thonder-leyt,  and  sank  hem  in-to  heUe.  / 
§  75.  Now  lat  ns  speke  thanne  of  thilke 
stinkinge  sinne  of  Lecherie  that  men 
depe  Avontrie  of  wedded  folk,  that  is  to 
seyn,  if  that  oon  of  hem  be  wedded,  or 
elles  bothe./  Seint  John  seith,  that  840 
avontiezs  shnllen  been  in  hellein  a  stank 
brenninge  of  fyr  and  of  brimston ;  in^, 
for  the  lecherie;  in  brimston,  for  the 
stink  of  hir  ordore./  Oertes,  the  brekiiige 
of  this  sacrement  is  an  horrible  thing ; 
it  was  maked  of  god  him-self  in  paradys, 
and  oonfermed  by  Jesn  Crist,  as  wit- 
nesseth  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel: 
*  A  man  shal  lete  £Eider  and  moder,  and 
taken  him  to  his  wyf ,  and  they  shnllen 
be  two  in  o  flesh.'  /  This  sacrement  bi- 
tokneth  the  knittinge  togidre  of  Crist 
and  of  holy  ohirche.  /  And  nat  only 
that  god  forbad  avontrie  in  dede,  bat  eek 
he  oomanded  that  thoa  sholdest  nat 
ooveite  thy  neighebores  wyfl  /  In  this  (77(^' 
heeste,  seith  seint  Aogostin,  is  forboden 
alle  manere  covettise  to  doon  lecherie. 
Lo  what  seith  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
that  *  who-ao  seeth  a  womman  to  coveitioe 
of  his  lost,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  with  hir 
in  his  herte.'  /  Here  may  ye  seen  that  845 
nat  only  the  dede  of  tlus  sinne  is  for- 
boden, bat  eek  the  deayr  to  doon  that 
■inne.  /  This  cursed  sinne  anoyeth  gre- 
vousliohe  hem  thatit  haunten.  And  first, 
to  hir  soule ;  for  he  oUygeth  it  to  sinne 
and  to  peyne  of  deeth  that  is  perdorw 
able./  Un-to  the  body  anoyeth  it  grevioualy 
also,  for  it  dx^yeth  him,  and  wasteth, 
and  shent  him,  and  of  his  blood  he  maketh 
sacrifyoetothefiBendofhelle;  itwastetli 
his  catel  and  his  substaunoe.  /  And 
certes,  if  it  be  a  fbnl  thing,  a  man  to 
waste  his  catel  on  wommen,  yet  is  it 
a  fouler  thing  whan  that,  for  swioh  ordure, 
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wommen  dispenden  up-on  men  hir  catel 
and  Bnbstaonce.  /  This  sinne,  am  seith 
the  prophete,  bireveth  man  and  womman 
hir  gode  fame,  and  al  hir  honour ;  and  it 
IB  All  pleasaont  to  the  devel ;  for  ther-by 
winneth  he  the  moete  partie  of  this 
850  world.  /  And  right  as  a  marohant  de- 
lyteth  him  most  in  chaf&re  that  he  hath 
most  avantage  of,  right  so  delyteth  the 
feend  in  this  ordure.  / 

§  76.  This  is  that  other  hand  of  the 
devel,  with  fyve  fingres,  to  cacche  the 
peple  to  his  vileinye.  /  The  firste  finger 
is  the  fool  lookinge  of  the  fool  womman 
and  of  the  fool  man,  that  sleeth,  right  as 
the  basiliook  sleeth  folk  by  the  venim  of 
his  sighte ;  for  the  coveitise  of  eyexi  fol- 
weth  the  coveitise  <^  the  herte.  /  The 
seoonde  finger  is  the  yileyns  touchinge  in 
wikkede  manere;  and  ther-fore  seith 
Salomon,  that  who-so  tonoheth  and  hand- 
leth  a  womman,  he  fareth  lyk  him  that 
handleth  the  scorpioon  that  stingeth  and 
sodeynly  sleeth  thurgh  his  enveniminge ; 
as  who-fio  tonoheth  warm  pich,  it  shent 
(780)  his  fingres.  /  The  thridde,  is  fonle  wordes, 
that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  right  anon  bren- 
855  neth  the  herte.  /  The  fonrthe  finger  is 
thekissinge;  and  trewelyhewereagreet 
fool  that  wolide  kisse  the  mouth  of  a  bren- 
ninge  ovene  or  of  a  foumeys.  /  And 
more  fooles  been  they  that  kissen  in 
vileinye ;  for  that  mouth  is  the  mouth  of 
helle:  and  namely,  thise  olde  dotardes 
holours,  yet  wol  they  kisse,  though  they 
may  nat  do,  and  smatre  hem.  /  Gertes, 
they  been  lyk  to  houndes ;  for  an  hound, 
whan  he  comth  by  the  roeer  or  by  othere 
>)-bus8hes,  though  he  may  nat  pisse,  yet 
wole  he  heve  up  his  leg  and  make  a  oon- 
tenaunoe  to  pisse.  /  And  for  that  many 
man  weneth  that  he  maj  nat  sinne,  for 
no  likerousnesse  that  he  doth  with  his  W3^; 
certes,  that  opinion  is  fals.  GKxl  woot, 
a  man  may  sleen  him-self  with  his  owene 
knyf,  and  make  him-selven  dronken  of 
his  owene  tonne.  /  Gertes,  be  it  wyf,  be 
it  child,  or  any  worldly  thing  that  he 
loveth  bifom  god,  it  is  his  znaumet,  and 
860  he  is  an  ydolastre.  /  Man  sholde  loven 
his  wyf  by  disorecioun,  paoiently  and 


atemprely ;  and  thanne  is  she  as  though 
it  were  his  suster.  /  The  flfthe  finger  of 
the  develes  hand  is  the  stinkinge  dede  of 
Lecherie.  /  Certes,  the  fyve  fingres  of 
Olotonie  the  feend  put  in  the  wombe 
of  a  man,  and  with  hise  fyve  fyngres 
of  lieoherie  he  gripeth  him  by  the  reynes, 
for  to  throwen  him  in-to  the  foumeys  of 
helle ;  /  ther-as  they  shul  ban  the  fyr 
and  the  wormes  that  evere  shul  lasten, 
and  wepinge  and  wailinge,  sharp  hunger 
and  thurst,  and  grimnesse  of  develes  that 
shullen  al  to-trede  hem,  with-outen  respit 
and  with-outen  ende.  /  Of  Lecherie,  as  (790) 
I  seyde,  sourden  diverse  speces  ;  as  fomi- 
cacioun,  that  is  bitwixe  man  and  womman 
that  been  nat  maried ;  and  this  is  deedly 
sinne  and  agayns  nature.  /  Al  that  is  865 
enemy  and  destruocioun  to  nature  is 
agayns  nature.  /  Parfay,  the  resoun  of 
a  man  telleth  eek  him  wel  that  it  is 
deedly  sinne,  for-as-muohe  as  god  forbad 
Lecherie.  And  seint  Paul  yeveth  hem 
the  regne,  that  nis  dewe  to  no  wight  but 
to  hem  that  doon  deedly  sinne.  /  Another 
sinne  of  Lecherie  is  to  bireve  a  majrden  of 
hir  maydenhede ;  for  he  that  so  dooth, 
certes,  he  casteth  a  mayden  out  of  the 
hyeste  degree  that  is  in  this  present  lyf,/ 
and  bireveth  hir  thilke  precious  fruit 
that  the  book  depeth '  the  hundred  firuit.* 
I  ne  can  seye  it  noon  other  weyes  in  Eng- 
lish, but  in  Latin  it  highte  Centetimut 
fructut,  Certes,  he  that  so  dooth  is  cause 
of  manye  damages  and  vileinyes,  mo  than 
any  man  can  r^ene ;  right  as  he  som- 
tyme  is  cause  of  alle  damages  that  bestes 
don  in  the  feeld,  that  breketh  the  hegge 
or  the  closure;  thurgh  which  he  de- 
stroyeth  that  may  nat  been  restored.  /  g^o 
For  certes,  na-more  may  majrdenhede  bo 
restored  than  an  arm  thut  is  smiten  fro 
the  body  may  retoume  agayn  to  weze.  / 
She  may  have  mercy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if 
she  do  penitence ;  but  nevere  shal  it  be 
that  she  nas  corrupt.  /  And  al-be-it  so 
that  I  have  spoken  somwhat  of  Avoutrie, 
it  is  good  to  shewen  mo  perils  that  longen 
to  Avoutrie,  for  to  eschue  that  foule 
sinne.  /  Avoutrie  in  Latin  is  for  to  seyn, 
approcjiinge  of  other  mannes  bed,  thurgh 
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which  tho  that  whylom  weren  o  flesh 
(800)  abaundone  hir  bodyes  to  othere  personeB.  / 
Of  this  sixme,  as  seith  the  -wyse  man, 
folwen  xnanye  harmes.  Ilrst,  brekinge 
of  feith ;  and  oertes,  in  feith  is  the  keye 

875  of  Ciisteadom./  And  whan  that  feith  is 
broken  and  lorn,  soothly  Gristendom  stant 
veyn  and  with-onten  froit.  /  This  sinne 
is  eek  a  thefbe ;  for  thefte  generally  is  for 
to  reve  a  ¥dght  his  thing  agayns  his 
wille.  /  Certes,  this  is  the  fonleste  thefte 
that  may  be,  whan  a  womman  steleth  hir 
body  from  hir  housbonde  and  yeveth  it 
tohireholonrtodefoalenhir;  and  steleth 
hir  sonle  f^o  Crist,  and  yeveth  it  to  the 
deveL  /  This  is  a  fouler  thefbe,  than  for 
to  breke  a  ohirche  and  stele  the  chalice ; 
for  thise  ayontiers  breken  the  temple  of 
god  spiritoally,  and  stelen  the  vessel  of 
grace,  that  is,  the  body  and  the  sonle,  for 
which  Crist  shal  destroyen  hem,  as  seith 
seint  Pant  /  SootbJy  of  this  thefte 
douted  gretiy  Joseph,  whan  that  his 
lordes  wyf  preyed  him  of  vileinye,  whan 
he  seyde,  *  lo,  my  lady,  how  my  lord  hath 
take  to  me  under  my  warde  al  that  he 
hath  in  this  world ;  ne  no-thing  of  hise 
thinges  is  jont  of  my  power,  bat  only  ye 

880  that  been  his  wyf.  /  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse,  and  sinne 
so  horribly  agayns  god,  and  agayns  my 
lord?  God  it  forbede.*  Alias!  alto Utel 
is  swioh  tronthe  now  y-fonnde!/  The 
thridde  harm  is  the  filthe  thnrgh  whio^ 
they  breken  the  oomandement  of  god,  and 
defonlen  the  anotour  of  matrimoine,  that 
is  Crist  /  For  oertes,  in-so-maohe  as  the 
saorement  of  manage  is  so  noble  and  so 
digne,  so  mnohe  is  it  gretter  sinne  for  to 
breken  it;  for  god  made  mariage  in 
paradys,  in  the  estaat  of  innocence,  to 
moltiplye  man-kinde  to  the  service  of 
god.  /  And  therfore  is  the  brekinge 
ther-of  more  grevons.  Of  which  brekinge 
oomen  fiUse  heires  ofbe  tyme,  that  wrong- 
fully oocnpyen  folkes  heritages.  And 
therfore  wol  Crist  pntte  hem  oat  of  the 
regno  of  hevene,  that  is  heritage  to  gode 
(810)  folk.  /  Of  this  brekinge  oomth  eek  ofte 
tyme,  that  folk  onwar  wedden  or  sinnen 
with  hir  owene  kinrede;   and  namely 


thilke  harlottes  that  haonten  bordels  of 
thise  fool  wommen,  that  mowe  be  lykned 
to  a  oommane  gonge,  where-as  men  porgen 
hir  ordore.  /  What  seye  we  eek  of  pntours  Sis 
that  liven  by  the  horrible  sinne  of  paterie, 
and  constreyne  wommen  to  yelden  to 
hem  a  oerteyn  rente  of  hir  bodily  paterie, 
ye,  somtyme  of  his  owene  wyf  or  his 
child;  as  doon  this  baades?  Certes, 
thise  been  oorsede  sinnes.  /  Understond 
eek,  that  avoatrie  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten 
comandements  bitwixe  thefte  and  man- 
slaaghtre;  for  it  is  the  gretteste  thefte 
that  may  be ;  for  it  is  thefte  of  body  and 
of  scale.  /  And  it  is  lyk  to  homioyde ; 
for  it  kerveth  a-two  and  breketh  a-two 
hem  that  first  were  maked  o  flesh,  and 
therfore,  by  the  olde  lawe  of  god,  th^ 
sholde  be  slayn.  /  Bat  nathelees,  by  the 
lawe  of  Jesa  Crist,  that  is  lawe  of  pitee, 
whan  he  seyde  to  the  womman  that  was 
foanden  in  avoatrie,  and  sholde  han  been 
slayn  with  stones,  after  the  wil  of  the 
Jewes,  as  was  hir  lawe  :  '  Gk>,'  qaod  Jesa 
Crist,  *  and  have  na-more  wil  to  sinne ' ; 
or,  *  wille  na-more  to  do  sinne.*  /  Soothly, 
the  vengeaance  of  avoatrie  is  awarded  to 
the  peynes  of  helle,  bat-if  so  be  that  it  be 
destoorbed  by  penitence./  Yet  been  ther  890 
mo  speces  of  this  carsed  sinne ;  as  whan 
that  oon  of  hem  is  religions,  or  eUes 
bothe ;  or  of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordre,  as  sabdekne  or  dekne,  or  preeet,  or 
hospitaliers.  And  evere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  sinne.  / 
The  thinges  that  gretiy  agreggen  hir 
sinne  is  the  breldnge  of  hir  avow  of 
chastitee,  whan  they  receyved  the  ordre.  / 
And  forther-over,  sooth  is,  that  holy 
ordre  is  chief  of  al  the  tresorie  of  god, 
and  his  especial  signs  and  mark  of  chas- 
titee ;  to  shewe  that  they  been  joyned  to 
chastitee,  which  that  is  most  precioas 
lyfthatis./  And  thise  ordred  folk  been 
specially  tytled  to  god,  and  of  the  special 
meynee  of  god;  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  sinne,  they  been  the  special 
traytoarsofgodandofhispeple;  for  they 
liven  of  the  peple,  to  preye  for  the  peple, 
and  whyle  they  been  sache  traitoors,  hir 
prayers  availen  nat  to thepeple./  Ptoestes  (Sao) 
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been  armgeleB,  as  hy  the  dignitee  of  hir 
ixusteerye ;  but  for  sotlie,  semt  Paul  leiih, 
that  *  Sathanas  tranaformeth  him  in  an 

Sgs  anngel  of  light.'  /  Sooihly,  the  preeat 
thafc  hannteth  deedly  ainne,  he  may  be 
lykned  to  the  anngel  of  derknesBe  trana- 
formed  in  the  anngel  of  light ;  he  aemeth 
anngel  of  light,  bnt  for  lothe  he  is  aimgel 
of  derknesse.  /  Swiohe  preestes  been  the 
sones  of  Helie,  as  sheweth  in  the  book  of 
Kinges,  that  th^  weren  the  sones  of 
Belial,  that  is,  the  deveL  /  Belial  is  to 
myn  *with-onten  jnge'^  and  so  feuren 
they ;  hem  thinketh  they  been  free,  and 
ban  no  joge,  na-more  than  hath  a  tree 
bole  that  ti^eth  which  eow  that  him 
lyketh  in  the  toon.  /  80  ftren  they  by 
wommen.  For  right  as  a  firee  bole  is 
y-nongh  for  al  a  toon,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
preest  coimpoionn  y-nongh  f or  al  a  par- 
isBhe,orforalaoontree./  Thisepreestes, 
as  seith  the  book,  ne  conne  nat  the  mis- 
terie  of  preesthode  to  the  peple,  ne  god 
ne  knowe  th^y  nat ;  th^  ne  helde  hem 
nat  apayd,  as  seith  the  book,  of  soden 
flesh  that  -was  to  hem  ofl^ed,  bnt  they 

900  toke  by  force  the  flesh  that  ia  rawe.  / 
Certes,  so  thise  shrewes  ne  holden  hem 
nat  apayed  of  rosted  flesh  and  sode  flesh, 
with  which  the  peple  fedden  hem  in  greet 
reverence^  bnt  they  wole  have  raw  flesh 
of  folkeswyvesandhir  doi^tres./  And 
oertes,  thise  wommen  that  oonsenten  to 
hir  harlotrie  doon  greet  wrong  to  Crist 
and  to  holy  ohirohe  and  alle  halwes,  and 
to  alle  sonles ;  for  th^  bLreven  alle  thise 
him  that  sholde  woxahipe  Crist  and  holy 
chirche,  and  prejre  for  Cristene  sonles.  / 
And  therfore  ban  swiohe  preestes,  and 
hir  lemmanes  eek  that  oonsenten  to  hir 
leoherie,  the  malisonn  of  al  the  conrt 
Cristen,  til  they  come  to  amendement.  / 
The  thridde  spece  of  avontrie  is  som-tjone 
bitwize  a  man  and  his  wyf ;  and  that  is 
whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hir  aasem- 
blinge,  bnt  only  to  hire  fleshly  delyt,  as 
{830)  seith  seint  Jerome ;  /  and  ne  rekken  of 
no-thing  bnt  that  they  been  assembled ; 
by-canse  that  they  been  maried,  al  is 

^05  good  y-nough,  as  thinketh  to  hem.  / 
Bnt  in  swioh  folk  hath  the  devel  power, 


as  SQyde  the  anngel  Bi^hael  to  Thobie ; 
for  in  hir  assemblinge  they  pntten  Jesn 
Crist  ont  of  hir  herte,  and  yeven  hem-self 
to  alle  ordnre,  /  The  fonrthe  spece  is, 
the  assemblee  of  hem  that  been  of  hire 
kinrede,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon 
affinitee,^  or  eUes  with  hem  with  whiche 
hir  fiftdrea  or  hir  kinrede  han  deled  in  the 
sinne  of  leoherie ;  this  sinne  maketh  hem 
lyk  to  honndes,  that  taken  no-  kepe  to 
kinrede.  /  And  oertes,  parentele  is  in 
two  maneres,  onther  goostly  or  fleshly ; 
goosUy,  as  for  to  delen  with  hise  god- 
sibbes.  /  For  right  so  as  he  that  engen- 
dreth  a  child  is  his  fleihly  fikder,  right  so 
is  his  godfader  his  &der  espiritneL  For 
which  a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  sinne 
assemblen  with  hir  godsibrthan  with  hir 
owene  fleshly  brother.  /  Theflfbhespece 
U  thilke  abhominable  sinne,  of  which 
that  no  man  nnnethe  oghte  speke  ne 
wxjrte,  natholeos  it  is  openly  reheroed  in 
holy  writ.  /  This  onrsednesse  doon  men  910 
and  wommen  in  diyeise  entente  and  in 
diverse  manere ;  bnt  though-  that  holy 
writ  speke  of  horrible  sinne,  eertes,  holy 
writ  may  nat  been  defooled^  na-more 
than  thesonne  that  shyneth  on  themizen./ 
Another  sinne  i^^Mrteneth  to  leoherie, 
that  eomtb  in  slepinge ;  and  this  sinne 
oometh  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenes, 
and  eek  to  hem,  that  been  oormpt ;  and 
this  sinne  men  olepen  pollnoionn,  that 
oomth  in  fonre  maneres.  /  Somtyxne,  of 
langnissinge  of  body;  for  the  hnmonrs 
been  to  ranks  and  habnndannt  in  the 
body  of  man.  Somtyme  of  inf ermeiee ; 
for  the  febleSM  of  the  yertn  retentif,  as 
phisik  maketh  menflionn.  Somtyme,  for 
snrfeet  of  mete  and  drinke.  /  And  som- 
tyme of  Yikyns  thoghtes,  that  been  en- 
closed in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goth  to 
slope;  which  may  nat  been  with-onte 
sinne.  For  which  men  moste  kepen  hem 
wysely,  or  eUes  may  men  sinnen  fbl  gre- 
▼onsly.  /  (840) 

Remedinm  contra  peccatnm  Lnxnrie. 

§  77.  Now  oomth  the  remedie  agayns 
Iiecherie,  and  that  is,  generally,  Chastitee 
and  Continence,  that  restreyneth  alle  the 
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desordeynee  moevinges  that  oomen  of 
915  fleshly  talentefl.  /  And  evere  the  gretter 
xnerite  shal  he  han,  that  most  restreyneth 
the  wikkede  esohanfinges  of  the  ordure 
of  this  sinne.  And  this  is  in  two  maneres, 
that  is  to  seyn,  chasUtee  in  manage,  and 
chastitee  in  widwehode.  /  Now  shaltow 
nndeistonde,  that  matrimoine  is  leeflVxl 
assemblinge  of  man  and  of  womman,  that 
receyven  by  yertn  of  the  sacrement  the 
bondf  thnrgh  which  they  may  nat  be 
departed  in  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  seyn, 
whyl  that  they  liven  bothe.  /  This,  as 
seith  the  book,  is  a  ftil  greet  sacrement. 
God  maked  it,  as  I  have  seyd,  in  paradys, 
and  wolde  him-self  be  bom  in  mariage.  / 
And  for  to  halwen  manage,  he  was  at 
a  weddinge,  where-as  he  txxmed  water 
in-to  wyn ;  which  was  the  firste  miracle 
that  he  wroghte  in  erthe  bifom  hise  dis- 
ciples. /  Trewe  effect  of  mariage  denseth 
fomicacionn  and  leplenisseth  holy  chirche 
of  good  linage ;  for  that  is  the  ende  of 
mariage ;  and  it  channgeth  deedly  sinne 
in-to  venial  sinne  bitwixe  hem  that  been 
y-wedded,  and  maketh  the  hertes  al  oon 
of  hem  that  been  y-wedded,  as  wel  as  the 
930  bodies.  /  This  is  verray  mariage,  that 
was  establissed  by  god  er  that  sinne  bigan, 
whan  natorel  lawe  was  in  his  right  point 
in  paradys  ^  and  it  was  ordeyned  that  o 
man  sholde  have  but  o  womman,  and 
o  womman  but  o  man,  as  seith  seint 
Angostin,  by  manye  resouns.  / 

§  78.  First,  for  mariage  is  fignred  bi- 
twixe Crist  and  holy  chirche.  And  that 
other  is,  for  a  man  is  heved  of  a  womman  ; 
algate,  hy  ordinannce  it  sholde  be  so.  / 
For  if  a  womman  had  mo  men  than  oon, 
thanne  sholde  she  have  mo  hevedes  than 
oon,  and  that  were  an  horrible  thing 
bifom  god ;  and  eek  a  womman  ne  mighte 
nat  plese  to  many  folk  at  ones.  And  also 
ther  ne  sholde  nevere  be  pees  ne  reste 
amonges  hem;  for  everich  wolde  axen 
his  owene  thing.  /  And  forther-over,  no 
man  ne  sholde  knowe  his  owene  engen- 
dmre,  ne  who  sholde  have  his  heritage  ; 
and  the  womman  sholde  been  the  lasse 
biloved,  fro  the  time  that  sho  were  oon- 
(850)  joynt  to  many  men.  / 


§  70.  Now  comth,  how  that  a  man 
sholde  bore  him  with  his  "^ryf*  and 
namely,  in  two  thinges,  that  is  to  seyn  in 
sajBOraunce  and  reverence,  as  shewed  Crist 
whan  he  made  first  womman.  /  For  he  935 
ne  made  hir  nat  of  the  heved  of  Adam, 
for  she  sholde  nat  dayme  to  greet  lord- 
shipe.  /  For  ther-as  the  womm&i  hath 
the  maistrie,  she  maketh  to  mnche 
desray;  ther  neden  none  ensamples  of 
this.  The  experience  of  day  hy  day  oghte 
Baffyse.  I  Also  certes,  god  ne  made  nat 
womman  of  the  foot  of  Adam,  fur  she  ne 
sholde  nat  been  holden  to  lowe ;  for  she 
can  nat  paciently  snffre :  bnt  god  made 
womman  of  the  rib  of  Adam,  for  womman 
sholde  be  felaweun-to  man./  Kan  sholde 
here  him  to  his  wyf  in  feith,  in  troathe, 
and  in  love,  as  seith  seint  Paul :  that 
*a  man  sholde  loven  his  wyf  as  Crist 
loved  holy  chirche,  that  loved  it  so  wel 
that  he  deyde  for  it*  So  sholde  a  man 
for  his  wyf,  if  it  were  nede.  / 

§  80.  Now  how  that  a  womman  sholde 
be  snbget  to  hir  honsbonde,  that  telleth 
seint  Peter.  First,  in  obedience.  /  And  950 
eek,  as  seith  the  decree,  a  womman  that 
is  a  wyf,  as  longe  as  she  is  awyf,  she  hath 
noon  anctoritee  to  swere  ne  here  witnease 
with-onte  leve  of  hir  honsbonde,  that  is 
hir  lord;  algate,  he  sholde  be  so  by 
resonn.  /  She  sholde  eek  serven  him  in 
alle  honestee,  and  been  attempree  of  hir 
array.  I  wot  wel  that  they  sholde  setten 
hir  entente  to  plesen  hir  honsbondes,  but 
nat  by  hir  queyntise  of  array.  /  Seint 
Jerome  seith,  that  wyves  that  been  ap- 
parailled  in  silk  and  in  precions  pnrpre 
ne  mowe  nat  dothen  hem  in  Jesn  Crist. 
What  seith  seint  John  eekin  thismatere?/ 
Seint  Gregorie  eek  seith,  that  no  wight 
seketh  precious  array  bnt  only  for  veyne 
glorie,  to  been  honoured  the  more  bifom 
the  peple.  /  It  is  a  greet  folye,  a  womman  (860 
to  have  a  fair  array  outward  and  in  hiiw 
self  be  foul  inward.  /  A  wyf  sholde  eek  935 
be  mesurable  in  lokinge  and  in  beringe 
and  in  langhinge,  and  discreet  in  alle  hir 
wordes  and  hir  dedes.  /  And  aboven  alle 
worldly  thing  she  sholde  loven  hir  hons- 
bonde with  al  hir  horte,  and  to  him  be 
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trewe  of  hir  body ;  /  so  sholde  an  hou- 
bonde  eek  be  to  his  wjt  For  sith  that  al 
the  body  is  the  hoosbondes,  so  sholde  hir 
herte  been,  or  elles  ther  is  bitwise  hem 
two,  as  in  that,  no  parfit  manage.  / 
Thanne  shal  men  nnderstonde  that  for 
three  thinges  a  man  and  his  W3rf  fleshly 
mowen  assomble.  The  flrste  is  in  entente 
of  engendmre  of  children  to  the  servioe 
of  god,  for  oertes  that  is  the  cause  fynal 
of  matrimoine.  /  Another  cause  is,  to 
yelden  ererioh  of  hem  to  other  the  dette 
of  hir  bodies,  for  neither  of  hem  hath 
power  oyer  his  owene  body.  The  thridde 
is,  for  to  eschewe  leohezye  and  vileinye. 
940  The  fiarthe  is  for  sothe  deedly  sinne.  / 
As  to  the  flrste,  it  is  meritorie;  the 
seoonde  also ;  for,  as  seith  the  decree,  that 
she  hath  merite  of  chastitee  that  yeldeth 
to  hir  honsbonde  the  dette  of  hir  body, 
ye,  though  it  be  agayn  fair  lykinge  and 
the  hist  of  hir  herte./  The  thridde 
manere  is  yenial  sinne,  and  trewely  scarsly 
may  ther  any  of  thise  be  with-onteyenial 
sinne,  for  the  c<»mxpcion  and  for  the 
delyt.  /  The  fonrthe  manere  is  for  to 
nnderstonde,  if  they  assemble  only  fbr 
amorous  low  and  for  noon  of  the  for- 
seyde  causes,  but  fbr  to  accomplice  thilke 
brenninge  delyt,  they  rekke  nevere  how 
ofte,  sothly  it  is  deedly  sinne ;  and  yet, 
with  sorwe,  somme  folk  wol  peynen  hem 
mcMre  to  doom  than  to  hir  appetyt  suf- 
fyseth./ 

§  81.  The  seconde  manere  of  chastitee 
is  for  to  been  a  dene  widewe,  and  eschue 
the  embraoinges  of  man,  and  deoyren  the 
(S70)  eml»aoinge  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Thise  been 
tho  that  haabeen  w3rTes  and  han  forgoon 
hir  honsbondes,  and  eek  wommen  that 
han  doon  lecherie  and  been  releeved  by 
945  Penitence.  /  And  certes,  if  that  a  wyf 
ooude  kepen  hir  al  ohaast  by  licence  of 
hir  honsbonde,  so  that  she  yere  nevere 
noon  occasion  that  he  agilte,  it  were  to 
hire  a  greet  merite.  /  Thise  manere 
wommen  that  observen  chastitee  moste 
be  clone  in  herte  as  well  as  in  body  and 
in  thoght,  and  mesurable  in  dothinge 
and  in  contenaunce ;  and  been  abstinent 
in  etinge  and  drinkinge,  in  spekinge,  and 


in  dede.  They  been  the  yessel  or  the 
boyste  of  the  blissed  Magdalene,  that 
ftdfilleth  holy  chirche  of  good  odour.  / 
The  thridde  manere  of  diastitee  is  vir- 
ginitee,  and  it  bihoveth  that  she  be  holy 
in  herte  and  dene  of  body;  thanne  is 
she  8i>ouse  to  Jesu  Crist,  and  she  is  the 
lyf  of  angdes.  /  She  is  the  preisinge  of 
this  world,  and  she  is  as  thise  martirs  in 
egalitee ;  she  hath  in  hir  that  tonge  may 
nat  telle  ne  herte  thinke.  Yirginitee  baar 
cure  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  virgine  was 
him-sdve.  /  95o 

§  82.  Another  remedie  agayns  Lecherie 
is,  specially  to  withdrawen  swiche  thinges 
as  yere  occasion  to  thilke  vileinye;  as 
ese,  etinge  and  drinkinge;  fbr  certes, 
whan  the  pot  boyleth  strongly,  the  besto 
romedie  is  to  withdrawe  the  fyr.  /  81ep- 
inge  longe  in  greet  quiete  is  eek  a  greet 
norice  to  Lecherie.  / 

§  88.  Another  remedie  agayns  Lecherie 
is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  eschue  the 
companye  of  hem  by  whiche  he  douteth 
to  be  tempted;  for  al-be-it  so  that  the 
dede  is  withstonden,  yet  is  ther  greet 
temptadorm.  /  Soothly  a  whyt  wal,  al- 
though it  ne  brenne  noght  fhlly  hy 
stikinge  of  a  candde,  yet  is  the  wal  blak 
of  the  leyt.  /  Ful  ofte  tyme  I  rede,  that  (880) 
no  man  truste  in  his  owene  perfecdoun, 
but  he  be  stronger  than  Sampson,  and 
holier  than  f  David,  and  wyser  than 
Salomon.  /  955 

§  81.  Now  after  that  I  have  declared 
yow,  as  I  can,  the  sevene  deedly  sinnes, 
and  somme  of  hir  braunches  and  hir  reme- 
dies, soothly,  if  I  coude,  I  wolde  telle 
yow  the  ten  comandements.  /  But  so 
heigh  a  doctrine  I  lete  to  divines.  Kathe- 
lees,  I  hope  to  god  they  been  touched  in 
this  tretice,  everich  of  hem  alle.  / 

De  Confessione. 

§  86.  Now  for-as-muche  as  the  second 
partie  of  Penitence  stant  in  Confessioun 
of  mouth,  as  I  bigan  in  the  firste  chapitre, 
I  seye,  seint  Augustin  seith:/  sinne  is 
every  word  and  every  dede,  and  al  that 
men  coveiten  agayn  the  lawe  of  Jesu 
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Crist;  and  this  18  for  to  sinne  in  herte,  in 
month,  and  in  dede,  by  thy  fyve  vittee, 
that  been  sighte,  heringe,  smeUinge,  tast- 
inge  or  savonringe,  and  felinge.  /  Now 
is  it  good  to  nnderstonde  that  that 
960  agreggeth  mnohel  every  sinne.  /  Thon 
shalt  considere  what  thoa  art  that  doost 
the  sinne,  whether  thoa  be  male  or 
femele,  yon^  or  old,  gentil  or  thral,  free 
or  servant,  hool  or  syk,  wedded  or  sengle, 
ordred  or  tmordred,  wys  or  fool,  derk  or 
seonler ;  /  if  she  be  of  thy  kinrede,  bodily 
or  goostly,  or  noon ;  if  any  of  thy  kinrede 
have  sinned  with  hlr  or  noon,  and  manye 
mothinges./ 

§  86L  Another  oironmstaanoe  is  this ; 
whether  it  be  doon  in  fomicaoionn,  or  in 
avoutrie,  or  noon ;  incest,  or  noon ;  may- 
den,  or  noon ;  in  manere  of  homicyde,  or 
noon;  horrible  grete  sinnes,  or  smale; 
and  how  longe  thon  hast  oontinned  in 
sinne.  /  The  thridde  drcomstannce  is 
the  place  ther  thon  hast  do  sinne ;  whether 
in  other  mennes  hons  or  in  thyn  owene ; 
in  feeld  or  in  chirohe,  or  in  chirohe-hawe ; 
(890)  in  ohirche  dedioat,  or  noon.  /  Por  if  the 
ohixche  be  halwed,  and  man  or  womman 
spille  his  kinde  in-with  that  place  by  wey 
of  sinne,  or  by  wikked  temptaoion,  the 
chirche  is  entredited  til  it  be  reconciled 
965  by  the  bishop ;  /  and  the  preest  that  dide 
swich  a  vileinye,  to  tenne  of  al  his  lyf;  he 
sholde  na-more  singe  masse ;  and  if  he 
dide,  he  sholde  doon  deedly  sinne  at 
every  tyme  that  he  so  songe  masse.  /  The 
fonrthe  drcnmstatmoe  is,  by  whiche 
mediatonrs  or  by  whiohe  messagers,  as 
for  entyoement,  or  for  oonsentement  to 
here  companye  with  felaweshipe;  for 
many  a  wreoohe,  for  to  here  companye, 
wil  go  to  the  devel  of  helle.  /  Wher-fore 
they  that  eggen  or  consenten  to  the  sinne 
been  parteners  of  the  sinne,  ancl  of  the 
dampnadoan  of  the  sinner.  /  The  fiflhe 
oircnmstannce  is,  how  manye  iymes  that 
he  hath  sinned,  if  it  be  in  his  minde,  and 
how  ofte  that  he  hath  falle./  For  he 
that  ofte  falleth  in  sinne,  he  despiseth 
the  mercy  of  god,  and  enoreesseth  his 
sinne,  and  is  nnkinde  to  Crist ;  and  he 
wezeth  the  more  feble  to  withstonde 


sinne,  and  sinneth  the  more  lightly,  /  970 
and  the  latter  aryseth,  and  is  the  more 
eschew  for  to  shryven  him,  namely,  to 
him  that  is  his  confessonr.  /  For  n^ch 
that  folk,  whan  they  fiBkUe  agayn  in  hir 
dde  iblies,  onther  they  forleten  hir  olde 
oonfessonrs  al  ontrely,  or  elles  they  de- 
parttti  hir  shrift  in  diverse  places ;  bat 
soothly,  swich  departed  shrift  deservetlt 
no  mercy  of  god  of  hise  sinnes.  /  The 
sixte  cironmstannce  is,  why  that  a  man 
sinneth,  as  by  whiche  temptacionn ;  and 
if  him-self  proonre  thilke  temptacionn, 
or  by  the  ezcytinge  of  other  folk ;  or  if 
he  sinne  with  a  womman  by  force,  or  by 
hir  owene  assent ;  /  or  if  ^e  womman, 
mangree  hir  heed,  hath  been  afforoed,  or 
noon ;  this  shal  die  tdle ;  for  oovdtise, 
or  for  poverte,  and  if  it  was  hir  proenringe, 
or  noon ;  and  swiche  ZDanere  ham^ys.  /  (900) 
The  seventhe  drcnmstannoe  is,  in  whi^ 
manere  he  hath  doon  his  sinne,  or  how 
that  she  hath  snffired  that  folk  han  doon 
to  hir.  /  And  the  same  shal  the  man  975 
teUe  pleynly,  with  aUe  dronmstaanoes ; 
and  whether  he  hath  sinned  with  oomnne 
bordd-wommen,  or  noon ;  /  or  doon  his 
sinne  in  holy  <ymes,  or  noon ;  in  luting- 
tymes,  or  noon ;  or  bifom  his  shrifte,  or 
after  his  latter  shrifte ;  /  and  hath,  per- 
aventnre,  broken  ther-fore  his  penance 
ei\joyned ;  by  whoe  hdp  and  whos  consefl ; 
by  sorceiie  or  craft ;  al  moste  be  told.  / 
Alle  thise  thinges,  after  that  they  been 
grete  or  smale,  engreggen  the  oonsdenoe 
of  man.  And  eek  the  preest  that  is  thy 
jnge,  may  the  bettre  been  avyaed  of  his 
jngement  in  yevinge  of  thy  penannoe, 
and  that  is  after  thy  oontridoan.  /  For 
nndexstond  wd,  that  after  ^me  that 
a  man  hath  defooled  his  baptesme  by 
sinne,  if  he  wole  come  to  salvadoon,  ther 
is  noon  other  wey  bnt  by  penitence  and 
durifbe  and  satis^Bccionn ;  /  and  namely  960 
by  the  two,  if  ther  be  a  confessonr  to 
which  he  may  sbxyven  him;  and  the 
thridde.  if  he  have  ]yf  to  parfimxnen 

it./ 

§  87.  Thanne  shal  man  looke  and  con* 
ddere,  that  if  he  wole  maken  a  trewe  and 
a  profitable  oonfcesionn,  ther  motte  be 
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fonre  oondiolonm.  /  First,  it  moot  been 
in  BorwefUl  bittemene  of  herte,  as  seyde 
the  king  Esekias  to  god  :  *  I  wol  remem- 
bre  me  alle  the  jeres  of  my  lyf  in  bitter- 
nesse  of  myn  herte.'  /  TbiB  condicionn 
ofbittemeflsehathfyyetignea.  Thefirste 
iB,  that  oonfeesioan  moste  be  shamefast, 
nat  for  to  oovere  ne  h3rden  his  sinne,  for 
he  hath  agilt  his  god  and  dttfonled  his 
(910)  soole.  /  And  her-of  seith  seint  Angostin : 
'  the  herte  travaiUeth  for  shame  of  his 
ainne';  and  for  he  hath  greet  shamefiist- 
nesse,  he  is  digne  to  haye  greet  mercy  of 

985  god.  /  Swicli  was  the  confession  of  the 
pablican,  that  wolde  nat  heven  np  hise 
eyen  to  hevene,  for  he  hadde  offended  god 
of  herene ;  for  which  shamefiastnesse  he 
hadde  anon  the  mercy  of  god.  /  And 
ther-of  seith  seint  Angnstin,  that  swich 
shamefiMt  folk  been  next  foryevenesse  and 
remissioon.  /  Another  signe  is  homilitee 
in  confessionn ;  of  which  seith  seint  Peter, 
*  Hnmbleth  3row  nnder  the  might  of  god.' 
The  hond  of  god  is  mighty  in  confession, 
for  ther-Vy  god  foiyeveth  tiiee  thy  sinnes ; 
for  he  allone  hath  the  power.  /  And  this 
hnmilitee  shal  been  in  herte,  and  in  signe 
ontward ;  for  right  as  he  hath  hnmilitee 
to  god  in  his  herte,  right  so  sholde  he 
humble  his  body  outward  to  the  preest 
that  sit  in  goddes  place.  /  For  which  in 
no  manere,  sith  that  Grist  is  sovereyn 
and  the  preest  mene  and  mediatoor 
bitwise  Crist  and  the  sinnere,  and  the 

990  sinnere  is  the  laste  by  wey  of  resonn,  / 
thanne  sholde  nat  the  sinnere  sitte  as 
heighe  as  his  confeesoor,  bat  knele  bifom 
Idm  or  at  liis  feet,  but-if  maladie  deetourbe 
it.  For  he  shal  nat  taken  kepe  who  sit 
there,  but  in  whos  place  that  he  sitteth.  / 
A  man  that  hath  trespased  to  a  lord,  and 
comth  for  to  axe  mercy  and  maken  his 
acoord,  and  set  him  doun  anon  by  the 
lord,  men  wolde  holden  him  outrageous, 
and  nat  worthy  so  sone  for  to  have  remis- 
sioun  ne  mercy.  /  The  thridde  signe  is, 
how  that  thy  shrift  sholde  be  ful  of  teres, 
if  man  may ;  and  if  man  may  nat  wepo 
with  hise  bodily  ejren,  lat  him  wepe  in 
herte./  Swich  was  the  confession  of 
seint  Peter;   for  after  that   he   hadde 


forsake  Jesu  Crist,  he  wente  out  and 
weep  faX  bitterly.  /  The  fourths  signe  is,  (920) 
that  he  ne  lette  nat  for  shame  to  shewen 
his  confessioun./  Bwioh  was  the  con-  995 
fessioun  of  the  Magdelene,  that  ne  spared, 
for  no  shame  of  hem  tiiat  weren  atte 
f este,  for  to  go  to  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist  and 
biknowe  to  him  hir  sinnes.  /  The  fifthe 
signe  is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  be 
obeisant  to  receyven  the  penaunoe  that 
him  is  enjoyned  for  hise  sinnes;  forcertes 
Jesu  Crist,  for  the  gUtes  of  a  man,  was 
obedient  to  the  deeth.  / 

§  88.  The  seconde  oondioion  of  verray 
confession  is,  that  it  be  hastily  doon ;  for 
oertes,  if  a  man  hadde  a  deedly  wounde, 
eyere  the  lenger  that  he  taried  to  warisshe 
him-self,  the  more  wolde  it  corrupte  and 
haste  him  to  his  deeth;  and  eek  the 
wounde  wolde  be  the  wors  for  to  hele.  / 
And  right  so  fareth  sinne,  that  longe 
tjrme  is  in  a  man  unshewed.  /  Certes,  a 
man  oghte  hastily  shewen  hise  sinnes  for 
manye  causes ;  as  for  drede  of  deeth,  that 
oometh  ofle  sodenly,  and  is  in  no  oertejm 
what  tyme  it  shal  be,  ne  in  what  place ; 
and  eek  the  dreochinge  of  o  synne  draweth 
in  another ;  /  and  eek  the  lenger  that  he  1000 
tarieth,  the  ferther  he  is  fro  Crist.  And 
if  he  abyde  to  his  laste  day,  soarsly  may 
he  shryven  him  or  remembre  him  of  hise 
sinnes,  or  repenten  him,  for  the  grevous 
maladie  of  his  deeth.  /  And  for-as-muche 
as  he  ne  hath  nat  in  his  lyf  herkned  Jesu 
Crist,  whanne  he  hath  spoken,  he  shal 
crye  to  Jesu  Crist  at  his  laste  day,  and 
soarsly  wol  he  herkne  him.  /  And  under- 
stond  that  this  condicionn  moste  han 
foure  thinges.  Thy  shrifb  moste  be  pur- 
veyed bifore  and  avysed;  for  wikked 
haste  doth  no  profit;  and  that  a  man 
conne  shryve  him  of  hise  sinnes,  be  it  of 
pryde,  or  of  envye,  and  so  forth  of  the 
speoes  and  circumstances ;  /  and  that  he 
have  comprehended  in  his  minde  the 
nombre  and  the  greetnesse  of  hise  sinnes, 
and  how  longe  that  he  hath  leyn  in 
sinne ;  /  and  eek  that  he  be  contrit  of  (930) 
hise  sinnes,  and  in  stedefast  purpos,  by 
the  grace  of  god,  nevere  eft  to  falle  in 
sinne ;  and  eek  that  he  drede  and  oountre^ 
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waite  him-self,  that  he  flee  the  oceasioanB 

1005  of  siime  to  whiohe  he  is  enolyned.  /  Also 
then  Bhalt  shiyve  thee  of  alle  thy  siimes 
to  o  man,  and  nat  a  parcel  to  o  man  and 
a  parcel  to  another;  that  is  to  onderw 
stonde,  in  entente  to  departe  thy  oonfes- 
sionn  as  for  shame  or  drede ;  for  it  nis  but 
Stranglinge  of  thy  sonle.  /  For  oertes, 
Jesn  Crist  is  entierly  al  good ;  in  him  nis 
noon  inperfeocionn ;  and  therfore  onther 
he  foiyeveth  al  parfitly  or  never  a  deeL  / 
I  seye  nat  that  if  then  be  assigned  to  the 
penitanncer  for  certein  sinne,  that  thou 
art  botmde  to  shewen  him  al  the  reme- 
nannt  of  thy  sinnes,  of  whiohe  thoa  hast 
be  shriven  to  thy  curat,  but-if  it  lyke  to 
thee  of  thyn  hnmilitee ;  this  is  no  de- 
partinge  of  shrifte./  Ne  I  seye  nat, 
ther-asi  speke  of  divisionn  of  confessionn, 
that  if  thou  have  lycence  for  to  shryve 
thee  to  a  discreet  and  an  honeste  preest, 
where  thee  lyketh,  and  by  lycence  of  thy 
curat,  that  thoa  ne  mayst  wel  shryve 
thee  to  him  of  alle  thy  sinnes.  /  But  lat 
no  blotte  be  bihinde ;  lat  no  sinne  been 
untold,    as   fer   as   thou   hast    remem- 

xoio  braunoe.  /  And  whan  thou  shalt  be 
shriven  to  thy  curat,  telle  him  eek  aUe 
the  sinnes  that  thou  hast  doon  sin  thou 
were  last  y-shriven ;  this  is  no  wikked 
entente  of  divisioun  of  slirifte.  / 

§  89.  Also  the  verray  shrifte  axeth 
oerteine  oondiciouns.  First,  that  thou 
shryve  thee  by  thy  free  wil,  noght  con- 
streyned,  ne  for  shame  of  folk,  ne  for 
maladie,  ne  swiche  thinges;  for  it  is 
resoun  that  he  that  trespasseth  by  his 
free  wil,  that  by  his  free  wil  he  confesse 
his  trespas ;  /  and  that  noon  other  man 
telle  his  sinne  but  he  him-self^  ne  he  shal 
nat  nayte  ne  denye  his  sinne,  ne  wratthe 
him  agayn  the  preest  for  his  amonestinge 
to  leve  sinne.  /  The  seconde  condicioun 
is,  that  thy  shrift  be  laweftd ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  thou  that  shryvest  thee,  and 
eek  tiie  preest  that  hereth  thy  confessioun, 

(940)  been  verraily  in  the  feith  of  holy  chirche ;  / 
and  that  a  man  ne  be  nat  despeired  of  the 

X015  mercy  of  Jeeu  Crist,  as  Caym  or  Judas.  / 
And  eek  a  man  moot  accusen  him-self  of 
his  owene  trespas,  and  nat  another ;  but 


he  shal  blame  and  wyten  him-self  and 
his  owene  malice  of  his  sinne,  and  noon 
other ;  /  but  nathelees,  if  that  another 
man  be  oooasioun  or  entyoer  of  his  sinne, 
or  the  estaat  of  a  persone  be  swich  thur^gh 
which  his  sinne  is  agregged,  or  elles  that 
he  may  nat  pleynly  shryven  him  but  he 
telle  the  persone  with  whioh  he  hath 
Binned ;  thanne  may  he  telle ;  /  so  that 
his  entente  ne  be  nat  to  bakl^yte  the 
persons,  but  only  to  deolazen  his  con- 
fessioun. / 

§  90.  Thou  ne  shalt  nat  eek  make  no 
lesingee  in  thy  confiBSsionn ;  forhumilitee, 
pex^venture,  to  aeyn  that  thou  hast  doon 
sinnes  of  whiohe  that  thou  were  nevere 
gilty.  /  For  aeint  Augnstin  seith:  if 
thou,  by  cause  of  thyn  humilitee,  makest 
lesinges  on  thy-self^  though  thou  ne  were 
nat  in  sinne  hifom,  yet  artow  thanne  in 
sinne  thurgh  thy  lesinges.  /  Thou  moat  looo 
eek  shewe  thy  sinne  by  thyn  owene  prc^xre 
mouth,  but  thou  be  wexe  doumb,  and  nat 
by  no  lettre ;  for  thou  that  hast  doon  the 
sinne,  thoushalthavetheshame  therfore./ 
Thou  shalt  nat  eek  peynte  thy  oonfeosioon 
by  fiure  subtile  wordes,  to  oovere  the  more 
thy  sinne ;  for  thanne  bigylestow  thy-self 
and  nat  the  preest ;  thou  most  tellen  it 
pleynly,  be  it  nevere  so  foul  ne  so  horri- 
ble. /  Thou  shalt  eek  shryve  thee  to  a 
preest  that  is  discreet  to  oonseille  thee, 
and  eek  thou  shalt  nat  shryve  thee  for 
vejrne  glorie,  ne  for  ypocri^jre,  ne  for  no 
cause,  but  only  for  the  doute  of  Jesu  Oris* 
and  the  hele  of  thy  soule.  /  Thou  shalt 
nat  eek  renne  to  the  preest  sod^ynly,  to 
tellen  him  lightly  thy  sinne,  as  who-ao 
telleth  a  jape  or  a  tale,  but  avysely  and 
with  greet  devodoun.  /  And  generally,  (^ 
shryve  thee  ofte.  If  thou  ofte  fislle,  <rfte 
thou  aryse  by  confessioun.  /  And  Uiogh  i<»5 
thou  shryve  thee  ofter  than  ones  of  sinne, 
of  which  thou  hast  be  shriven,  it  is  the 
more  merite.  And,  as  seith  seint  Angus- 
tin,  thou  shalt  have  the  more  lightly 
relesing  and  grace  of  god,  bothe  of  sinne 
ax^d  of  peyne.  /  And  oertes,  ones  a  yere 
atte  leeste  wey  it  is  lawefU  for  to  been 
honsled ;  for  certes  ones  a  yere  alls  thinges 
renovellen.  / 
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Explicit  secniida  pan  Penlttticle;  et 
•eqalior  terda  pars  einadem*  de  Satis- 
fiicclone. 

§  01.  Now  have  I  told  3roa  of  venay 
CkuifeaBioTin,  that  is  the  seoonde  partie  of 
Penitence./ 

The  thridde  partie  of  Penitence  ia 
Satiafaooionn ;  and  that  atant  most  gene- 
rally in  alTnciwio  and  in  bodily  peyne.  / 
Now  been  ther  three  manere  of  almeaaea ; 
oontrioion  of  herte,  jarhere  a  man  offireth 
himaelf  to  god ;  another  ia,  to  han  pitee 
of  defluite  of  hiae  neigheborea ;  and  the 
thridde  ia^  in  yevinge  of  good  eonaail 
gooatly  and  bodily,  where  men  han  nede, 
and  namely  in  anatenannce  of  mannea 
1030  fode.  /  And  tak  keep,  that  a  man  hath 
need  of  thiae  thingea  generally ;  he  hath 
need  of  fode,  he  hath  nede  of  clothing, 
and  herberwe,  he  hath  nede  of  charitable 
conaeil,  and  viaitinge  in  priaone  and  in 
maladie,  and  aepnltore  of  hia  dede  body.  / 
And  if  thou  mayat  nat  visite  the  nedefnl 
with  thy  peraone,  yiaite  him  by  thy 
meaaage  and  Ity  thy  yiftea.  /  Thiae  been 
generally  almeaaea  or  werkea  of  charitee 
of  hem  that  han  temporel  rioheaaea  or 
diacreoionn  in  oonaeilinge.  Of  thiae 
werkea  shaltow  heren  at  the  day  of 
dome./ 

§  92.  Thiae  alnioBOoa  ahaltow  doon  of 
thyne  owene  propre  thingea,  and  hastily, 
(960)  and  prively  if  thou  mayst ;  /  bat  nathe- 
leee,  if  thou  mayat  nat  doon  it  prively, 
then  Shalt  nat  forbore  to  doon  almfteae 
thongh  men  seen  it;  ao  that  it  be  nat 
doon  for  thank  of  the  world,  but  only  for 
1053  thank  of  Jean  Crist.  /  For  as  witnesseth 
aeint  Mathew,  capitulo  quintOf  *A  citee 
may  nat  been  hid  that  ia  aet  on  a  mon- 
tayne ;  ne  men  lighte  nat  a  lanteme  and 
put  it  under  a  busshel ;  but  men  aette  it 
on  a  candle-stikke,  to  yeve  light  to  the 
men  in  the  hous.  /  Bight  so  shal  youre 
light  lighten  bifore  men,  that  they  may 
seen  youre  gode  werkes,  and  glorifie  youre 
&der  that  ia  in  hevene.'  / 

§  98.  Now  as  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne,  it 
stant  in  preyeres,  in  wakinges,  in  fastinges, 
invertuouseteohingesof  orisouns./  And 
ye  ahul  understonde,  that  orisouns  or 


preyerea  ia  for  to  aeyn  a  pitoua  wil  of 
herte,  that  redreaaeth  it  in  god  and 
ezpreaseth  it  by  word  outward,  to  re- 
moeven  harmes  and  to  han  thinges  espiri- 
tuel  and  durable,  and  somtyme  temporel 
thingea;  of  whiohe  oriaouna,  certes,  in 
the  orisoun  of  the  Patei^^nostery.  hath  Jesu 
Crist  enclosed  most  thinges.  /  Certee,  it 
ia  privileged  of  three  thinges  in  his  dig- 
nitee,  for  which  it  ia  more  digne  than 
any  other  preyere;  for  that  Jesu  Crist 
him-self  maked  it ;  /  and  it  is  short,  for  it  1040 
sholde  be  ooud  the  more  lightly,  and  for 
to  withholden  it  the  more  esily  in  herte, 
and  helpen  him-self  the  ofter  with  the 
orisoun ;  /  and  for  a  man  sholde  be  the 
laaie  wexy  to  seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  ezcusen  him  to  leme  it,  it  is  so  short 
and  so  eey ;  and  for  it  comprehendeth  in 
it-self  alle  gode  preyeres.  /  The  exposi- 
cioun  of  this  holy  preyere,  that  is  so 
excellent  and  digne,  I  bitake  to  thise 
maistrea  of  theologie ;  aave  thua  muchel 
wol  I  aeyn  i  that,  whiui  thou  prayeat  that 
god  aholde  foiyeve  thee  thy  giltea  aa  thou 
foiyeveat  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be  fhl 
wel  war  that  thou  be  nat  out  of  charitee.  / 
Thia  holy  oriaoun  amenuaeth  eek  venial 
ainne ;  andtherfore  it  apertenethspeoiaUy 
to  penitence.  /  (970) 

§  94.  This  preyero  moste  be  trewely 
seyd  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  god  ordinatly  and  discreetly  and 
devoutly ;  and  alwey  a  man  shal  putten 
his  wil  to  be  subget  to  the  wiUe  of  god.  /  1045 
Thia  oriaoun  moate  eek  been  seyd  with 
greet  humblesse  and  iul  pure ;  honestly, 
and  nat  to  the  anoyaunoe  of  any  man  or 
womman.  It  moste  eek  been  continued 
with  the  werkes  of  charitee.  /  Itavayleth 
eek  agayn  the  vyces  of  the  soule ;  for,  as 
seith  seint  Jerome,  'By  fastinge  been 
saved  the  vycea  of  the  flesh,  and  by 
preyere  the  vyces  of  the  aoule.'  / 

§  95.  After  this,  thou  ahalt  understonde, 
that  bodily  peyne  stant  in  wakings ;  for 
Jesu  Crist  seith,  'waketh,  and  preyeth 
that  ye  ne  entre  in  wikked  temptaoioun.'  / 
Ye  shul  understanden  also,  that  &stinge 
stant  in  three  thinges ;  in  forberinge  of 
bodily  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  forberinge 


Aa  5 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


7i6 


"ZU  €:an<ev6ttr^  bailee* 


[t.  $$  96— loa. 


of  worldly  jolitoe,  and  in  forbering*  of 
deadly  sinne ;  thiB  is  to  seyn,  that  a  man 
shal  kepen  ^i^n  fro  deedly  sinne  with 
al  his  might.  / 

§  96.  And  then  shalt  nnderstanden  eek, 
that  god  ordeynedfGkstinge ;  andto  fastinge 
1050  appertenen  foore  thinges.  /  Largenesse 
to  poTTe  folk,  gladnesse  of  herte  espiritnel, 
nat  to  been  angry  ne  anoyed,  ne  gmoche 
for  he  fasteth ;  and  also  resonable  honre 
for  to  ete  by  mesore ;  that  is  for  to  seyn, 
a  man  shal  nat  etein  nntyme,  ne  sitte  the 
lenger  at  his  table  to  ete  for  he  fasteth.  / 

§  97.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde,  that 
bodily  peyne  stant  in  disoiplyne  or  tech- 
^S^  ^7  word  or  by  "wxytinge,  or  in 
ensample.  Also  in  weringe  of  heyres  or 
of  stamin,  or  of  hanbergeons  on  hir  naked 
flesh,  for  Cristes  sake,  and  swiohe  manere 
penances.  /  But  war  thee  wel  that  swiohe 
manere  penances  on  thy  flesh  ne  make 
nat  thyn  herte  bitter  or  angry  or  anoyed 
of  thy-self ;  for  bettre  is  to  caste  awey 
thyn  heyre,  than  for  to  caste  away  the 
slkemesse  of  Jesn  Crist.  /  And  therfore 
seith  seint  Paul:  *  Clothe  yow,  as  they 
that  been  chosen  of  god,  in  herte  of 
misericorde,  debonairetee,  snfE^nnce,  and 
swioh  manere  of  dothinge ' ;  of  whiche 
Jesn  Crist  is  more  apayed  than  of  heyres, 
(980)  or  hanbergeons,  or  hanberkes.  / 

§  98.  Thanne  is  disciplyne  eek  in  knok- 
kinge  of  thy  brest,  in  sconrginge  with 
1055  yerdes,  in  knelinges,  in  tribnlacions ;  / 
in  snfi&inge  paciently  wronges  that  been 
doon  to  thee,  and  eek  in  pacient  snflrannce 
of  maladies,  or  lesinge  of  worldly  catel, 
or  of  wyf ,  or  of  child,  or  othere  fireendes.  / 

§  99.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde, 
whiche  thinges  destonrben  penannoe; 
and  this  is  in  fonr  maneres,  that  is,  drede, 
shame,  hope,  and  wanhope,  that  is,  des- 
peradon./  And  for  to  speke  first  of 
drede ;  for  which  he  weneth  that  he  may 
soflre  no  penannce;/  ther-agayns  is 
remediefor  to  thinke,  that  bodily  penannce 
is  but  short  and  litel  at  regard  of  the 
pejme  of  heUe,  that  is  so  omel  and  so 
long,  that  it  lasteth  with-onten  ende.  / 

§  100.  Now  again  the  shame  that  a  man 
hath  to  shryven  hitn^  and  namely,  thise 


ypocrites  that  wolden  been  holden  so 
parfite  that  they  han  no  nede  to  shxyven 
hem;  /  agayns  that  shame,  sholde  a  man  io6u 
thinke  that,  by  wey  of  resonn,  that  he 
that  hath  nat  been  ashcuned  to  doon 
fonle  thinges,  oertes  him  oghte  nat  been 
ashamed  to  do  faire  thinges,  and  that  is 
oonfessionns.  /  A  man  sholde  eek  thinke, 
that  god  seeth  and  woot  alle  hise  thoghtetf 
and  alle  hlse  werkee ;  to  him  may  no 
thing  been  hid  ne  covered.  /  Men  sholden 
eek  remembren  hem  of  the  shame  that  is 
to  come  at  the  day  of  dome,  to  hem  that 
been  nat  penitent  and  shriven  in  this 
present  lyt  /  For  alle  the  oreatores  in 
erthe  and  in  helle  shnllen  seen  apertly  al 
that  they  hyden  in  this  world.  /  (990 

§  101.  Now  for  to  speken  of  the  hope 
of  hem  that  been  neoligent  and  slowe  to 
shxyven  hem,  that  stant  in  two  maneresi/  1065 
That  oon  is,  that  he  hopeth  for  to  live 
longe  and  for  topnrchacen  mnohe  riohease 
for  his  delyt,  and  thanne  he  wol  shryven 
him;  and,  as  he  seith,  him  semeth  thanne 
tymely  y-nongh  to  come  to  shiifte.  / 
Another  is,  snrqnidrie  that  he  hath  in 
Cristes  mercy.  /  Agayns  the  firste  vyce, 
he  shal  thinke,  that  onre  lyf  is  in  no 
slkemesse;  and  eek  that  alle  the  riohesses 
in  this  world  ben  in  aventnre,  andpassen 
as  a  shadwe  on  the  waL  /  And,  as  seith 
seint  Gregorie,  that  it  aperteneth  to  the 
grete  rightwisnesse  of  god,  that  neveira 
shal  the  pejme  stinte  of  hem  that  nevei^ 
wolde  withdrawen  hem  fro  sinne,  hir 
thankes,  bnt  ay  continne  in  sinne;  for 
thilke  perpetnel  wilto  do  sinne  shnl  they 
han  perpetnel  peyne.  / 

§  102.  Wanhope  is  in  two  maneres : 
the  firste  wanhope  is  in  the  mercy  of 
Crist ;  that  other  is  that  they  thinken, 
that  they  ne  mighte  nat  longe  persevere 
in  goodnesse.  /  The  firste  wanhope  oomth  1070 
of  that  he  demeth  that  he  hath  sinned  so 
greetly  and  so  ofte,  and  so  longe  leyn  in 
sinne,  that  he  shal  nat  be  saved./  Certes^ 
agayns  that  cnrsed  wanhope  sholde  ha 
thinke,  that  the  passion  of  Jesn  Crist  is 
more  strong  for  to  nnbinde  than  sinne  is 
strong  for  to  binde.  /  Agayns  the  seoonde 
wanhope,  ho  shal  thinke,  that  as  ofte  as 
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He  falleth  he  miiy  aryse  agajn  by  peni- 
tence. And  thogh  he  never  bo  longe 
have  leyn  in  sinne,  the  mercy  of  Crist  ia 
alwey  redy  to  receiven  him  to  mercy.  / 
Agayns  the  wanhope,  that  ho  demeth 
that  he  sholde  nat  longe  persevere  in 
goodnesse,  he  shal  thinke,  that  the 
feblesBe  of  the  devel  may  no-thing  doon 
-^looo)  but-if  men  wol  snffiren  him ;  /  and  eok 
he  shal  han  strengthe  of  the  help  of  god, 
and  of  al  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  pro- 

1075  teccioon  of  anngels,  if  him  list.  / 

§  108.  Thanne  shal  men  understonde 
what  is  the  Amit  of  penaonoe  ;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Jesa  Crist,  it  is  the  endelees 
blisse  of  hevene,  /  ther  joye  hath  no  con- 
trarionstee  of  wo  ne  grevaonce,  ther  alle 
harmes  been  passed  of  this  present  lyf ; 
ther-as  is  the  sikemesse  fro  the  peyne  of 
helle;  ther-as  is  the  blisftil  companye 
that  rejoysen  hem  everemo,  everich  of 
otheres  joye ;  /  ther-as  the  body  of  man, 
that  whylom  was  fool  and  derk,  is  more 
deer  than  the  sonne ;  ther-as  the  body, 
that  whylom  was  syk,  freele,  and  feble, 
and  mortal,  is  inmortal,  and  so  strong 
and  so  hool  that  ther  may  no-thing 
apeyren  it ;  /  ther-as  ne  is  neither  hanger, 
thorst,  ne  cold,  but  every  sonle  replenissed 
with  the  sighte  of  the  "parAt  knowinge  of 
god.  /  This  blisAil  regne  may  men  pnr- 
ohace  by  poverte  espiritael,  and  the  glorie 
by  lowenesse;  the  plentee  of  joye  by 
hunger  and  thnrst,  and  the  reste  hy 
txavaille;    and  the   lyf  by   deeth    and 

1080  mortifloacion  of  sinne.  / 


Here  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 
hlsleve. 

§  104.  Now  preye  I  to  hem  alle  that 
herkne  this  litel  tretis  or  rede,  that  if 
ther  be  any  thing  in  it  that  lyketh  hem, 
that  ther-of  th^  thanken  onre  lord  Jesa 


Crist,  of  whom  procedeth  al  wit  and  al 
goodnesse.  /  And  if  ther  be  any  thing 
that  displose  hem,  I  prejre  hem  also  that 
they  arrette  it  to  the  defaate  of  myn 
onconninge,  and  nat  to  my  wU,  that 
wolde  fhl  fayn  have  seyd  bettre  if  I  hadde 
had  conninge.  /  For  onre  boke  seith,  *  al 
that  is  writen  is  writen  for  onre  doctrine  * ; 
and  that  is  myn  entente.  /  Wherforo 
I  biseke  yow  mekely  for  the  mercy  of 
god,  that  ye  preye  for  me,  that  Crist  have 
mercy  on  me  and  forjreve  me  my  giltes :  /  (loio) 
— and  namely,  of  my  translacions  and 
endytingesof  worldly  vanitees,  the  whiche 
I  revoke  in  my  retraocioons :  /  as  is  the  1085 
book  of  Troilos ;  The  book  also  of  Fame  ; 
The  book  of  the  nynetene  Ladies ;  Tho 
book  of  the  Dnchesse ;  The  book  of  seint 
Valentynes  day  of  the  Parlement  of 
Briddes ;  The  tales  of  Oaxmterbary,  thilko 
that  soonen  in-to  sinne;/  The  book  of 
the  Leoan;  and  many  another  book,  if  -  . 
they  were  in  my  remembrance;  and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  lecheroos  lay ; 
that  Crist  for  his  grete  mercy  foxyeve  me 
the  sinne.  /  Bat  of  the  translaoion  of 
Boece  de  Consolaoione,  and  othere  bokes 
of  Legendes  of  seintes,  and  omelies,  and 
moralitee,  and  devocioim,  /  that  thanko 
I  oare  lord  Jesa  Crist  and  his  blisfal 
moder,  and  alle  the  seintes  of  hevene ;  / 
bisekinge  hem  that  they  from  hennes- 
forth,  on-to  my  lyves  ende,  sende  me' 
grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes,  and  to  stadie  '"  '  ' 
to  the  salvadoon  of  my  scale : — and 
graante  me  grace  of  verray  penitence, 
confessioan  and  satisfaccioon  to  doon  in 
this  present  lyf ;  /  thorgh  the  benigne  1090 
grace  of  him  that  is  king  of  kinges  and 
preest  over  alle  preestes,  that  boghte  as 
with  the  predoas  blood  of  his  herte;/  so 
that  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  the  day  of 
dome  that  sholle  be  saved:  Qui  cum 
patre^  dc  109J 


w"" 


Here  is  ended  the  book  of  the  Tales  of  Caonterbory,  compiled  by  Geffrey  Chaucer, 
of  whos  soule  Jesu  Crist  have  mercy.   Amen. 


•.*  .    -_ a. .:!'.. 
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APPENDIX. 


VABIATIONS  AND  EMENDATIONS. 

Ths  text  of  Chttnoer  is,  in  ■ome  plaoee,  oomipt,  and  in  others  oan  be  mnoh 
Improyed  by  Mime  emflndKtion,  usually  of  a  sligfat  oharacter. 

The  text  of  the  best  anthorities,  as  improred  by  collation  with  other  good 
anthorities,  is  here  giyen.  Variations  from  these  are  denoted  by  an  obelns  (f)  in 
the  text,  which  may  be  considered  as  marking  a  reading  as  to  which  there  is  some 
doubt,  niese  are  most  nunerons  in  the  Bomaant  of  the  Bose,  the  Book  of  the 
Dochesw,  and  the  House  of  Etune.  There  are  very  few  donbtftil  readings  in  the 
Oanterbory  Tales,  for  which  there  are  better  authorities  than  in  other  cases.  In 
the  following  Appendix  all  the  donbtftil  readings  and  editorial  emendations  are 
aoooimted  for.  I  do  not,  howeveiy  notice  words  which  are  placed  between  square 
brackets,  such  as  the  word  *  a*  en  p.  1, 1.  la.  It  will  be  onderstood,  once  for  all, 
that  all  such  words  are  $tippti0d,  and  are  mi$ttng  in  the  originals,  though  often 
neoQSBBTy  ibir  the  sense  or  the  metre,  or  for  both. 

EOMAXINT  OF  THE  BOSK 

The  authorities  are  a.  (the  Glasgow  Ma) ;  and  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition  of  153a). 
Also,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  F.  (the  original  French  text,  here  quoted  from 
the  edition  by  K^on,  Pftris,  1813).  No  other  authorities  exist  Many  lines  are 
wholly  missing  in  G. ;  and  when  it  is  not  cited,  this  must  be  undexstood.  Thus,  it 
has  lost  lines  1-44. 

Page  1.  3.  Th.  sweuen ;  Imt  ike  plurdl  i$  required,  4.  Th.  that  false  ne  bene. 
35.  Th.  slepte ;  (sleep  ie  more  Mfuol).    38.  Th.  hatte ;  read  bote  (be  called). 

Page  a  66.  G.  Th.  had ;  read  hath.  loa.  G.  Th.  buskes  (fioi  Chaucer's  Jbrm), 
iia  G.  Th.  gan  I.  138.  G.  Th.  Knckised  was ;  eee  h  1659  i  F.  Tami  doe,  149*  G.  Th. 
mynoresse  (0 ;  F.  movtrreeee. 

Page  a  196U  G.  Th.  myscoueiting  (0 ;  F.  meeconUr.  ajq.  G.  Th.  courtpy  (sm 
Cant.  Tales,  A  390^    348.  Both  p^ynted. 

Page  A.  455.  Both  Upon  any  worthy  man  £rdle.  ^.  BoUk  and  so  breketh. 
334.  Boi^rent. 

Page  6.  382.  BoO^  may  neuer.  443.  BoUk  ay  {gMng  no  eenee)\  read  shaL 
444.  Both  grace  (!),  for  feuse ;  F.  lor  vii. 

Paged.    485.  G.laddris;  Th.  ladders;  fas  1.. 533.    49>- G.  yeer ;  Th.  yere ;  r0a<^ 
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yerd ;  $ee  L  656.  501.  Both  wolde  {for  nolde ;  by  cof^fitHon).  505.  Both  god  kepe  it 
fro  care,  a  false  Htm  ;  cUctrly  auhstituted  for  god  it  kepe  and  were.  Were  is  tlie 
E.  speUing  of  the  verb  in  the  French  text,  which  has  que  Diex  gariaee,  53a  Both 
For ;  read  Fal ;  (wo  ia  here  an  oAjedive  =  sadX    536.  G.  ony ;  Th.  any ;  read  a. 

Page  7.  564.  Some  lines  lost  here  \  3  lines  of  F.  l^  untranslated,  586.  Both  may ; 
read  mayden.  602.  Both  lande  of  Alezandryne ;  but  Alexandryn  is  an  adjective^ 
603,  G.  hidre  be ;  Th.  hyther  be. 

Pago  a  660.  Both  places.  6G^  Both  That ;  read  These.  7aa  Th.  reoelrye ; 
G.  renerye ;  F.  reverdie. 

Page  9.  761.  Both  made ;  read  make.  791.  Both  bode  {no  sense) ;  recid  Bede ;  Ke 
bede  1  =  1  wonld  not  offer. 

Page  10.  859.  G.  seye ;  Th.  sey.  86a  G.  pleye  (!);  Th.  pley  (!).  865.  Both  I  wot 
not  what  of  hir  nose  I  shal  descryve  {eleven  syltdbUs),  86d  Two  lines  lost  here. 
879.  Both  Love  and  as  hym  likith  it  be.  933.  Both  Tarke  bowes  two  ftil  wel  denyaed. 
had  he  (too  Zon^X  ,-  " 

Page  11.  959.  Both  shoten ;  see  L  989.  984.  Both  on.  f  read  oC  1007.  BoOi  And  an ; 
read  As  was  an;  F,  Ainsinc  ettnh  ioi7,'22aM  wyntred;  but  see  L  loia  load  Both 
thought ;  read  thinketh.     1031.  Both  Sore  (!) ;  F.  SadSi    1034.  Both  And  hight  (!). 

Page  12.  1037.  -SotA  in  werk  (!).  1058.  Th.  prill ;  G.  prile ;  {error  for  prikke, 
\0Titlen  so  as  to  look  like  prilke).  loSa  Th.  amyled ;  G.  enameled.  1089.  Both  durst  (!)  ; 
error  for  thnrfte,  more  commonly  thorte.    1 1 17.  Both  ragoonoes ;  F.  Jagomees, 

Page  13.  X188.  G.  sarlynysh;  Th.  Sarlynysshe;  F.  Sarratinesche,  isoi.  Both 
goBsfancoon  (!) ;  F.  QonfoMjn,  i3ia  Bolth  He  caste*  1333.  Th.  hempe ;  G.  hempe  ne 
{—  hempeneX    1236.  Both  a ;  read  00  (oneX 

Page  14.  1244.  Bo/th  Bitokeneth.  xtAa,  Both  And  she  (!) ;  ^^tad  Toathe ;  F.  JonescB ; 
see  h  J2p2,  1303.  Both  that ;  read  thus ;  see  L  131a  1313.  G.  loroyes  {error for  loreres) ; 
Th.  Laorolles.  13 15.  Th.  ended;  G.  eended  (=y-end6d).  1314.  Both  dnxst  {as  im 
I  1089X  1333.  Both  she  {for  second  heX  1334.  Both  hadde  {for  bad) ;  and  bent  {for 
bende) ;  both  omU  it.    1335.  Both  an  {for  on). 

Page  16.  1341.  G.  ha4de  me  shette ;  Th.  had  me  shete  (but  shete  is  not  a  pp.\ 
1343.  Both  had  me  grened.  1348.  Both  hadde  in  all  the  gardyn  be.  136^  Both 
gsurdin  {for  yerd).    1369.  Both  Parys  (!) ;  for  paradys.     1397-8.  Th.  knytte,  sytte. 

Page  16.    14401  Th.  dileotable.    1447.  Th.  garden ;  read  jrerde  in ;  cf.  1348,  1366. 

1448.  Th.  efters  (!) ;   F.  tout  Vestre,    1453.  Th.  shoten ;  read  shete.    Th.  goodnesse  (for 

good  mes) ;  ct  3463.     1498.  G.  velaynesly ;  Th.  vilaynotisly.     15271  Both  mnsede  so. 

Page  17.    1591.  Both  entrees ;  F.  Tout  Vestre,    1593.  Both  ye  {for  he),    1594.  Both 

Ye  {for  HeX     160&  Bol^  Ihaghyng  (!) ;  read  loving. 

Page  18.  1641.  Both  sighed.  1644.  Both  strengthes.  1648.  G.  bitrisshed;  Tb, 
bytresshed,  1663.  Both  me ;  read  be ;  F.  fusee,  1666.  G.  wole ;  Th.  wol.  1674.  Th. 
ware;  G.  waxe;  both  have  Bone.  1698.  Both  hath;  omit  wel?  i;oa  Both  roses. 
1713.  Both  For ;  read  FoL 

Pftge  19.  1 721.  G.  bothenm ;  Th.  boUmm.  1732.  Both  Sithen.  1758.  Both  two  (!X 
1766.  Both  oertis  euenly ;  read  certeinly.  1771.  Both  his ;  read  a.  1814.  Both  lefte  (!) ; 
readfelte. 

Page  20.    1848.   Both  mighte  it     1851.   Both  sene  I  hadde.     1853-4.  ^oth  thore, 
more;  see  h  1857.     i86a  G.  Castith  ;  Th.  Oasteth.     1913,  1914.  Transposed  in  G.,  Th, 
Page  21.    1924.  Both  eoftyng ;  see  1925.     1925.   Bbth  prfkkith.     1965.  Both  lone ; 
readlouen.    sixxi.  Both  of ;  read  to. 
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Plage  22.  2038.  Boih  qneynt.  9044.  Both  taken ;  read  tan ;  o£  ao68.  3046.  Pbf  A 
disteyned  ;  F.  Deeeut,  3067.  Potii  snspriBed.  3068.  Both  taken ;  t^ad  tan  ;  of.  2044. 
3076.  G-.  disese ;  Th.  deseae  ;  F.  desiainr..    31 16.  Both  degree. 

Page  28.  3154.  Both  bigynneth  to  amende.  3176.  O.  say ;  Th.  iaye.  3185.  Both 
vnto ;  for  to.    3195.  Both  in  ;  read  a. 

Page  24.  3364.  Beth  on ;  read  upon.  3371.  Th.  anmere ;  G-.  awmere ;  aee  2687. 
aij^  Both  costneth ;  F.  coude,  3385.  Both  Farce.  3394.  G.  Th.  knowith  (!) ;  F.  rit. 
3303.  Both  pleyneth  ;  read  plejeth.    3337.  Both  menen. 

Page  25.  3336.  Both  londee ;  read  loaes.  3341.  Both  thiB  swifte ;  read  swioh  yift ; 
F.  H  riche  don,  3365.  Both  and ;  read  in.  3437.  Th.  sene ;  read  sende ;  F.  envoier, 
3433.  Th.  gone  and  visyten. 

Page  26.  3466.  Better  omit  of.  3473.  -Bof^  Thought ;  read  That  Bwete?  3499.  ^' 
yitt  J  Th.  yet ;  read  yif. 

Page  27.  3564.  Th.  forwerede ;  G.  forweriede ;  tee  3351.  3569.  Both  Be ;  read  Berne. 
3617.  Both  I  wote  not;  read  I  noot.  3619.  Both  better.  3631.  Both  on  hir  I  costo. 
3633.  Both  That.    3638.  BothUggea;  read  ly. 

Page  28,  3^50.  Both  whider  (!).  3675.  Th.  whan ;  G.  whanne ;  read  wham  or 
whom ;  F.  De  qui  tu  ne  puea  avoir  aiee,  a6y6.  Corrupt.  F.  Au  departir  la  porte  baiee 
(Le.  the  lover  is  to  kiss  the  door).  3709,  371a  Both  more,  fore.  3713.  Both  to  gon ; 
omit  to. 

Page  29.  3774.  Both  aftirward.  3796.  G.  Thenkyng ;  Th.  Thynkyng ;  c^  3804. 
3824.  Both  not  ben ;  F.  tu  teroiea,    3833.  Both  me  ;  read  hem  ;  cf.  3845. 

Page  80.    3917.  Both  thou  {/or  they).    3935.  Both  declared  thee. 

Page  81.    3993.  Both  warrans ;  F.  €re  vout  i  puie  bien  gcurantir. 

Page  82.  3053.  Both  Venus  hath  flemed.  3115.  Both  arise.  3135.  Both  And  late 
{or  iette)  it  growe  {too  long).  3136.  Th.  His  eyes  reed  ^arclyng  as  the  f^re-glowe 
(too  Umg) ;  spardyng  is  a  ^arn  on  reed. 

Page  83.  315a  G.  it ;  Th.  he ;  read  I ;  T.  ge,  3307.  Both  For  Nature ;  /  omit  For. 
3309.^0^  but  if  the. 

Page  84.  3364.  Both  seyne ;  feyne  eeeme  better,  3374.  Both  he  be  a ;  I  omit  a. 
3301.  A/ter  gete,  Th.  kieerts  the,  and  G.  thee.  3319.  Both  thought ;  read  taughte. 
3331.  Both  Who  that ;  /  omit  that.    3337.  Both  cherisaunce ;  F.  cheviaance, 

P&ge  85.  3399.  Th.  forbode ;  G.  forbede ;  read  forbad.  3433.  Th.  suche ;  G.  sichen ; 
F.  puis  qu'U  me  tiet, 

^9Lge  86.  3447.  Both  where  that  the;  /  omit  that.  349a  Both  That  he  had. 
3491.  G.  Thanne ;  Th.  Than ;  read  That ;  F.  Qu*  Amore,  3533.  Both  ye  {/br  he) ; 
V.QueiL     3535.  Both  it  is. 

Page  87.  3548.  This  (=This  is);  F.  Cett.  3554.  Both  Vpon  {for  On).  3604.  Bead 
thar ;  Th.  dare.    3636.  Th.  eftres.    3643.  Th.  the  god  of  blesse  j  F.  Dieae  la  beneie. 

Page  8a  366a  Th.  That  so ;  omit  so.  369a  Th.  grapes  be  ripe.  3694.  BothThongh, 
3697.  Both  rennyng  (!).  3698.  Both  come  {absurdly) ;  $ee  1 3700 ;  read  to  me.  371a  G. 
herte  is ;  Th.  hert  is ;  read  hertis  ( =:herte8).  3718.  Both  neithir  {for  norX  3745.  Both 
pleyne  or  playne.    3751,  Both  ye ;  read  ta 

Page  89.  3755,  Th.  with  his  hete.  3756.  Both  insert  me  after  bad.  3774.  G.  it 
wille ;  Th.  at  wyL    3851.  Both  verge ;  $ee  3334. 

Page  40.  3880.  Both  lye.  3895.  Both  treohours.  3903.  Both  herte  I  crye. 
3907.  Both  lowe ;  read  loude.  3938.  Both  must ;  read  mot ;  supply  take.  3943.  Both 
Do;  read  To.    3943.  Both  Thaimo((^  Than)  close ;  F,  Qki  le$  roees  elorra  entar. 
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Page  11,  3994.  Th.  TilanonBly ;  G.  Tilaynedy.  4021.  G.  an  high ;  Th.  an  hye. 
4026.  Both  To  make. 

Page  42.    4089.  JBothplace  it  ajter  I. 

Page  48.  4181.  Both  of;  reo^i  aa.  4188.  Both  Bosea ;  F.  roalen,  4194.  Botik  who 
(for  "whicheX 

Page  44.  4272,  Both  walketh  (0.  4^5.  Both  Which  {for  Ther);  gMng  no  tense, 
4391.  Both  except.  4333.  Both  wente  aboate  (!) ;  read  wende  a  bonght  (a  =  have) ; 
F.  Oea  cuidoU  avoir  achetSa  (I  weened  to  have  bought  them).  4339,  G.  tilien ;  Th. 
tyllera.    435a.  Both  wente  best  abouen  to  bane. 

Page  46.  4363.  Both  but ;  read  aL  Both  lust.  43^  Both  ia ;  read  am.  4366.  Both 
charge.    437a.  G.  wole ;  Th.  wol ;  read  waL    4425.  Both  good. 

Page  46.  4467.  Both  her  (far  hisX  447^  Both  preiae.  45501.  Both  Lone;  read 
lorde.    4556.  Th.  moche  that  it ;  G.  myoh  that. 

Page  47.  4561.  Both  yene  good  wille ;  F.  ae  Diex  plaUt,  4587.  Both  ne  fUlid ; 
lomU  ne.    4^17.  Both  not ;  read  niat ;  o£  4626.    4^7.  Be4h  I ;  raod  ban. 

Page  4a  4705.  Both  And  throngh  the ;  read  A  troothe.  4791.  Th.  lyke ;  G.  like  ; 
read  aike.  4722,  G.  trciat ;  Th.  tmate ;  (thrust  =  thinrtX  Both  and  {/or  inX 
4733.  Both  And.    4735.  Both  And.    4731.  Both  Sen. 

Page  49.  4755.  Both  by  (/or  beX  47^  •B<'^  That ;  read  Bnt.  4793.  Bd£^  ener ; 
read  er  (Le.  beforeX  4796.  Both  al  by  partaere.  4799.  Both  greven.  4807.  BofA 
difi^ed  here.  481 1.  G.  kned ;  Th.  knedde.  4813.  Both  With.  4833.  Both  engendmre ; 
aee6ii4.    4837.  JSo^li  ban  her  luat    4846.  Both  vrhAt ;  for  who. 

Page  60.  4858.  Both  their.  4893.  G.  perell;  Th.  parel ;  but  read  tyme  {see  4891X 
4931.  Both  Bat  that  if.    4933.  Both  this.    4935.  Both  yoothea  chambre(or  chambere) ; 

F.  Joneace  ea  chamberUre,  4943.  Both  And  mo  of  (IX  4945.  Both  remembreth, 
4948.  Both  him. 

Page  61.     4955.   Both  gan.     4960.  Both  neither  preue.     5004.   Th.  stondeth; 

G.  Btondith.    501a  Both  weped.    5031.  Both  he  {/br  hix),    5098.  Both  list  to  lone. 
Page  62.    soscx  Both  gonen.    5051.  Both  ao ;  read  aho  {or  sheX    5059.  Both  loned. 

5068.  Both  That ;  read  Bat ;  c£  4764.  508.5.  Both  to ;  read  they.  5107.  G.  herberest 
hem;  Th.  herboreat.  5116.  Both  the;  read  thy;  F.  Urn,  5117.  Both  by  thonght; 
F.  ta  joneace,    5144.  G.  ay ;  Th.  aye ;  read  alway. 

Page  68.  5155.  Both  l^t ;  F.  Lore.  5163.  PerTtapa  say  =  aasay.  5301  {rubric).  Both 
Aonsete ;  tfrror  j^  Amistie.    5339.  Both  00  state ;  read  oon  estate ;  aee  540a 

Page  64.  5378.  Both  bothe  the.  5383.  Both  this.  53^  Both  vnyte  (!X  5387.  Both 
And ;  yiea^I  A  man.  5393.  Th.  cansea ;  G.  oanse ;  aee  5301,  5533.  5335.  Both  he ;  c£ 
5337)  534I-    534i>  Bo^A  hir ;  read  the.    5345.  Both  Thnrgh  the ;  I  omit  the. 

Page  65.  536a  Both  greneth  so  groneth.  5379.  Both  him  ailf  (or  aelfeX 
5389.  Both  kepen  ay  hia ;  aM  5367.  5393.  /  omit  alle  btfbre  his.  5401.  Both  ooght  to 
be.  5404.  Both  hath.  5408.  G.  it ;  read  in ;  Th.  omita,  5419,  5430,  5435,  5437,  5436. 
Both  hym  (!) ;  F.  lea,    5433.  Both  to  {/br  ao), 

P&ge  66.  5453.  Th.  chere  {Jbr  there) ;  G.  cheer  (!X  54^  Both  thns.  5478.  Both 
For  to  shewe ;  read  She  sheweth.  5486.  Both  affect.  5491.  Both  For  al  that  yeneth 
here  oat  of  drede.  5493.  G.  late;  Th.  lette.  5544.  Both  fbUyng;  F.  eheana  (Le. 
^^itllii^X    554^  B^^  caste. 

I*ag©57.  5555.  BotA  in  (/or  isX  5556.  Bo<*depe(«rr£>r./brdoJ>e  =  dothX  5569^  Th. 
bane  you  to  bane;  G.  ha  yow  to  ha.  5577.  Both  perc^yneth.  5590^  G.  mavis;  Th, 
maay8;F.in«{»(biuhe]8X    559^ -^o^A  that  (./britX   5617.  BDMbeme.   564U  BM%  take. 
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Page  58.  5699^  Both  where ;  F.  ffu^rre*  5701.  Both  ahal  ihogh  he  hath  geten  (!). 
5713.  Both  Thm  is  thnxft  5741.  Q.  fy ;  Th.  fye ;  read  ay.  (From  ^  to  «y  means 
from  the  first  syllable  o£  J)f-ty-cien  (pbisioian)  to  the  Moond.) 

Page  69.  5755.  Both  shewing.  5761-3.  Supply  it  in  5761 ;  it  oecun  after  Himsilf  in 
5763.    5781.  Both  The  ;  P.  TVoia    5788.  Bo^A  ynto.    5821.  Both  nyl  not 

Page  60.  5855.  Boih  kepte ;  F.  qui  medrie.  586a  A)£ft  that  ilke.  ^B8$,  Both  As 
my  nede  is.    590a  Both  That  snoh  toares  ben  ;  /  omit  That  and  ben. 

Page  61.  5944.  A7<^  folyly.  5959.  Both  beante  (!X  596a  Both  That  I ;  /  omit 
That  5976.  JBoeA  M  dere.  600s.  Bo<ft  grede ;  «rror  ^  gnede.  6006.  JBMA  beante  (a« 
in  5959X    6009.  Th,  wol ;  G.  wole. 

Page  6a    6064.  Both  hindreth. 

Page  68.  6165.  Both  which ;  F.  to0  (snch).  6169.  BoeA  lette.  6174.  Both  nede  ;  F. 
heeoignet,  6205. /«uf>p2y<Ai9{ln«;  went  his  wyle  =:tQms  aside  his  craft  6206.  Th. 
I)eg^en ;  G.  l^srgylyng.    6237.  Th.  oommen ;  G.  comyn. 

Bige  61.  6343.  Both  M  many ;  omit  foL  625(5.  Bo<A  maketh  the ;  omit  the. 
629X  Both  planten  most  6296.  Both  feyne ;  F.  dire,  6314.  Both  intert  shal  6</%>r0 
never.   6317,  6318.  Two  half-lines  lost ;  words  supplied  by  Kalosa. 

Page  66.  6341.  Both  and  reyned  (!) ;  for  streyned ;  aee  7366.  6355.  Both  loly  (!) ; 
read  blynde.  /  eupply  ther.  6373.  A  line  loet ;  supplied  as  in  Morris's  edition ; 
F.  8i  n'en  mU  me$  H  receus,    6378.  Both  I  {far  meX    6407.  Both  not ;  read  yit 

Page  66.  646U  BoMitis;  F.  Pbr^tioi.  6466.  Bo<Awoth(!).  6481.  Bbeiksemest; 
F.  mmblee.  6491.  Both  bettir.  6493.  Both  of  a  pore.  6scxx  Both  me  a  dyne. 
6515.  Both  not    ^22.  Both  Hath  a  soole.    6532.  Q.  thrittene ;  Th.  thirtene  {wrongly\ 

P*fcg©67.  6539.  G.  beggith  J  Th.  beggeth.  <S54a.  G.  goddis ;  Th.  goddes.  6565.  G. 
ther;  Th.  their.  6569.Bo<Ayai:  ^7a  G.  folkis ;  Th. folkes.  6572.  Both  they }  read 
leyo  I  F.  gieoient,    6606.  Botii  Ben  som^nne  in ;  see  661a 

Page  6a  6667.  Both  haoe  bidde ;  I  omit  hane.  6688.  Th.  hondis;  G.  amiti, 
6700.  Both  Yit    6707.  Both  mendioiens  (-enoeX 

Page  69.    6819.  Both  wrine ;  both  hem ;  both  at    6823,6824.  Both  rohhyxkg,  gilyng. 

Page  70.  688a  Th.  Ke  wol ;  G.  Wol ;  read  Ka  6902,  6907.  Both  bordons. 
6911.  Both  bordons ;  but  borders  are  meant,     6925,  6926k  Both  him. 

Page  71.  6974.  lomtttk  after  tymes.  7018^  G.  wenden ;  Th.  werryen.  7029.  Both 
these  {for  thofe),  and  that  {for  or) ;  F.  lerree  on.    7038.  Both  them. 

Page  72.  7041.  G.  ohefBs  ;  Th.  oheffes ;  T.fivmagee,  7092.  Th.  We  had  ben  tor- 
mented al  and  some ;  (G.  different  line,  in  late  hand) ;  F.  Tout  e%tat  eete  tormente, 
7109.  G.  has  here  1. 71 10, /oOowed  byablankUne ;  Th.  iku  That  they  [read  hejne  might 
the  booke  by,  followed  by  a  tpurioue  line,    711a  Th.  To  the  oopye,  if  hem. 

Page  73.  7145.  Both  no.  7159.  Both  ypon.  7173,  7174. 1  sopply  these  lines  by  oon- 
jeetore ;  F.  Par  Pierre  voU  le  Pape  entendre,  7180.  Both  That  {read  And);  to  {read 
tbatX     7221.  Both  worthy ;  eee  7104.    Both  mynystres ;  9100^  maistres. 

Page  74.    7316.  Both  slayn ;  F.  eecorchiit. 

Page  76.  7368.  G.  graoche;  Th.  gratche.  7389.  Th.  deoysed.  7392.  Th.  salowe ; 
read  falowew  7394.  Th.  to ;  read  tho,  7409.  Th.  And.  7429,  Th.  hombly,  743a,  Th. 
remeoed. 

PA«e  76.  7473.  Th.  hath  hadde the.  7488.  Th.  dooghty(0  >  F.  poudamit,  7533.  Th* 
she  nai  herself e  {wronfM* 

Page  7a  7653.  G.  wole;  Th.woL  766a.  Bo«*  wot ;  F. /»«,  76^  Th.we(^ye); 
Q,omU$, 
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THE  MINOR  POEMS. 

I.    AN  A.B.O. 

The  JfSS,  used  to  form  this  text  are :  C.  =  MS.  Ffl  5. 30  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library; 
Jo.  =  MS.  G.  31,  in  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge;  GL=  Glasgow  MS.  Q.  2,  25; 
L.  =  MS.  Land  740,  in  the  Bodleian  Library ;  Gg.  =  MS.  Qg,  4.  37,  in  the  Gamhi 
Unir.  Library ;  F.  =  Fairfax  16,  in  the  Bodleian ;  B.  =  Bodley  638 ;  Sion  =  Sion 
ColLMS.  Thetext/oU(no8closely  the  Jirst<^f  these;  Imt  U  corrected  by  eoUaU^ 
the  others. 

Page  81.  163.  AU  the  M88.  insert  suffred  after  eek ;  probably  caught  from  the  Une 
ahove.  Or  perhaps  his  herte  %oas  caught  from  the  line  below;  in  which  case,  read  And 
suffred  eek,  that  Longins  him  pighte.  And  note,  that  pighte  should  surety  be  prighte, 
i.  e.  pricked,  as  in  Cant.  Tales,  F  418.  Pighte  properly  means  pitched.  Sence  read  : 
And  sniped  eek,  that  Longins  him  prighte. 

IL    THE  COMPLEYNTK  UNTO  PITE. 

The  M88,  are:  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  F.  (Fairfiuc  16) ;  B.  (Bodl^  638) ;  Sh.  (Shirley's 
liS.,  Harl.  78) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Libraxy) ;  T.,  here  put  Jbr  Tcin, 
(Trin.  ColL  Camb.  R  3.  19) ;  (Oso  Ha.  (HarL  7578).     The  textfoUows  F.  maMy, 

Page  82.    au  MSS.  was  {fbr  nas),  twice;  wrongly,    77.  MSa  is  {far  nis). 

III.    THE  BOOK  OF  THE  BUCHESSE. 
The  authorities  are  only  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition,  1532) ;  and  three  M83,,  vie.  F.  (Fair&x 
26) ;  Tn.  (Tkumer  346) ;  B.  (Bodley  638).    I  foUow  F.  mainly.    B.  and  F.  are  much 

Page  83.    6.  AU  take  no  kepe.     14.  AU  sorwAil  (badly) ;  read  sozy.     33.  AU  this. 

Pa«:e  84.  76.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  of  Alcyone  his  wyfe.  80.  Ad<  M  Tn.  R  ;  Th.  F. 
began  to  yeme ;  read  gan  to  erme.  8a.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  her  thought  so  {copied 
from  81) ;  read  he  dwelte  so.  8d.  Nc^  MTn.  B. ;  Th.F.That  she  had  this ;  lomXt  she, 
and  supply  alas  firom  87,  where  it  occurs  after  him,  and  makes  the  Une  too  long. 
101.  AU  this  lady ;  for  she.  107.  AU  wepte ;  read  weep.  131.  AU  right  so  (but  right 
belongs  to  L  132). 

Page  85.  149.  AU  ^>eke  right  so  (but  xig^t  belongs  to  h  190),  158,  159.  AU  noght 
{ftr  nothing).  175.  Tn.  sleptei  F.  sl^ ;  see  177.  1^5.  AU  np  and  axed.  204.  AU  am. 
J06.  Isi/gpply  look.    207.  AU  for  snohe ;  read  at  whiche.     aia.  AU  alias ;  read  A. 

Page  86.  264.  AU  insert  qnene  after  goddesse.  294.  AU  And ;  9100^  L  096.  AU 
insert  my  before  slepe.  30a  All  oner  al ;  lomU  oner.  328.  AU  and  of  king.  329.  AU 
repeat  of  king  b^ore  Lamedon.  33a  AU  insert  And  eke  b^ore  of  Medea.  331.  AU 
and  of  {for  andX  33a.  {MaHced  by  mistake;  so  in  MSS.)  334.  AU  And ;  read  Ot 
34a.  AU  insert  to  b^ore  cold. 

Page87.  348.  jin  And  I ;  om«<  And.  38a  uiK  and  so  at;  omii  so.  443.  AU  insert 
right  b^ore  wonder. 

Page  8a  454.  AU  but  B.  insert  right  b^/bre  yong.  473.  uitt  Insert  M  2i<Aw«  weL 
479^  4/^  this  Une,  Th.  tfiserte  And  thns  in  soorowe  lefte  me  alone ;  it  is  spuHous. 
[Hence  there  is  no  line  480.]  498.  AU  for  ther  no ;  and  is  {for  was).  517.  AU  had 
ygret;  read  grettd;  fee  503.    548. /nsere  good ;  o£  714,  721. 

Page  88.    570.  All  with  his ;  omU  his.    571.  AU  may  no ;  omit  no.    583.  AU  to  Ail; 
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(mtUfoL  584.  ^a  Thftt;  raod  Thogh.  ^  For  iMefmner}^  all  have  Mm;  9ee 
585.  589^  F.  R  ThedphTUi;  Tn.  Tesiphns ;  Th.  Te«yphTUi (mitwrittm  for  Gedphns^ 
SemphnsX  599.  F.  Th.  8orowe(!);  Tn.  soroyO);  read  song.  65a  Th.  Tn.  floores; 
F.  B.  floorys ;  read  floor  i& 

Page  90.  66a  ilR  in  the ;  omie  the.  681.  ilU  ihe  my  fen ;  read  my  ten  she 
(KochX  693.  AU  For  ther ;  om^t  For.  791.  AU  yii  parde ;  amU  yif.  T^a  illl  also ; 
read  aU.  73^  AU  the  qnene ;  om<t  the.  740.  AU  no  man ;  read  noon.  745.  F.  Tn. 
Loo  ahe  that  mmy  be ;  Th.  Howe  that  may  be ;  here  she  i$  an  error  Jbr  sir ;  and  how 
that  may  be./br  how  may  that  be ;  the  ecUtkm  ofxsSP  '^  Howe  may  that  be. 

Page  91.  751.  AU  insert  shalt  t^fter  thou ;  omit  U  (Kooh).  771.  AU  I  prayde ;  omit 
1.  77^  AU  moste  able ;  omit  moste.  795*  ^^  rygfat  so ;  omit  ryght.  802.  itZI  That 
tyme  and ;  omit  That  tyme.  805.  AU  on  a  day.  806.  AU  ther  that  I ;  omit  that. 
833.  AU  Than  any  other  planete  in  heren.  8^8.  AU  and  of;  omU  of.  829.  AU  and 
80 ;  omtt  and.  84a  AU  oonnseyl  (a  gloee  upon  reed,  M«  original  leord).  844.  ^tt 
better. 

Page  92.  895.  iltt  Bat  which ;  omit  Bnt.  905.  Was  white ;  omit  white  {reeertfed 
/or  1.948).  934.  uia  swere  wel ;  ornii  weL  ^$0.  AU  never  yet ;  omit  yeii,  94a.  ^U 
and  pore  flat ;  om<t  pure.    943.  AU  or ;  read  and. 

Page  98.  959b  AU  nere  pure ;  omit  pure.  971.  AU  swere  wel ;  read  sweren. 
994.  uitt  And  therto ;  omit  And.  997.  AU  What  harme  was ;  Imt  harm  i9  mono- 
eyUabie,  loxx  wolde  not ;  read  nolde.  ioa8.  ^S  into ;  read  ta  104a  ^U  and  my 
goddeese  (!) ;  read  and  my  lisse  (L  e.  consolation).    1051.  AU  loked  her ;  omit  her. 

Page 94.  1075.  AU  nay  trewly  I;  omit  trewly.  1099.  AU  conde  tho;  read  tho 
oonde.    1147.  AU  hit  not  never ;  onUt  not 

Page  9S.  1188.  AU  am ;  mul  nam.  1189.  AU  wey  ri^t ;  omit  ri^^t  1234.  AU  to 
ialse ;  omit  to.    1239.  .^U  xyght  as ;  omit  xyght 

Page  96.    1^64.  AU  thynges ;  read  thing.    1323.  AU  ther  was ;  omit  ther. 

lY.    THE  COMPLEYirr  OF  MABS. 

The  amthorttiee  are:  F.  (FUrfax  16);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  Jil  (Julian  Notary's 
edition);  HarL  (Had.  7333);  T.  (Trin.  OoU.  OamK,  B.  3.  ao);  Ar.  (Aroh.  Selden  B.  24, 
in  the  Bodleian  library) ;  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition,  1533),    I /Mow  F.  mainly. 

Page  9a    89.  uiB  nygh  dreynt ;  omU  nyi^    125.  uiK  emMQWif  hir  and  don. 

Page  99.  141.  AU  god  helpe;  riod  helpe  god ;  and  aeeent  sely  and  Venns  on  <^ 
lattereyOdble. 

PagelOa    974.  JfoiiMSaJbaMtoso;  T.oaiafto. 

y.    THE  PABLEHEMT  OF  FOULBa 

The  authoriiiee  are:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Qg,  (Gg.  4.  97,  Oamb.  Univ.  librazy);  Tdn. 
(Tiin.  Ck>lL  Gamb.  B.  3.  19);  C^z.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Harl.  (Harleian  7333);  O.  (St. 
John's  CoU.,  Oxford) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Gamb.  Unir.  litnraiyX  I  have  also  eoneulted  Tn. 
(Tanner  346);  D.  (DJgby  181);  and  othere,  I  foUow  F.  mainly;  ckie/ly  corrected 
JfyOg. 

Page  101.    39.  iia  he;  read  hit;  •0636,43. 

Page  106w    396.  AU  have  fonned. 

Page  109.    613.  Gg.reiiftilles(!);  PepySjXowthflBll;  r0i(xewftal(!). 
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TL    A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 

Otdy  ttoo  MS.  copiM  :  Sh.  (Shirl^s  ICa,  Harl.  78) ;  Ph.  (FhiUippfl  9053,  now  Addit 
34360).  AUo  Ed.  (edition  of  1561X  I  follow  Sh.  mainly;  btU  correct  many  bad 
speUmga  ;  amd  supply  many  worda^  and  even  lines.    Lines  124-133  o^  ^  Pl^  onZy. 

Page  111.  14.  AU  now  doth ;  I  omit  now.  15.  TMs  line  is  suppUed^  to  rime  wUh 
1. 17.  19.  Sh.  and  yit  my ;  I  put  fro  for  jdt.  24.  This  line  suppUed ;  to  rime  with 
L  22  ;  cfl  CompL  of  Mars,  189.  25,  26.  Supplied ;  cl  Compl.  to  Pite,  22,  17;  Andida, 
307*    33*  I  omit  she  b^ore  sleeth.    56.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  from  Anelida,  181. 

Page  112.  59.  Supplied  from  Anelida,  182.  68.  Sh.  eoer  da  78.  Sh.  yoare ;  read  yow. 
79.  Sh.  wist  that  were ;  /  omit  that.  Sh.  your  hyenesse  {r^peaied  from  76) ;  read  yow 
distreese.  82.  {The  dagger  should  precede  is) ;  Sh.  thane  is ;  omit  thane.  102.  Sh.  boom 
eaer ;  read  ever  been.  103.  Imperfect ;  I  supply  here.  104.  Sh.  Bat  the  ;  omit  But* 
114.  Sh.  nought;  read  nothing.  12a  Sh.  no  trewer  so  verrayly;  Ed.  no  trewer 
verely  {false  rime),  127.  Ph.  For  wele  ;  om.  For.  129.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  That  yow 
myght  offenden.    132.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  no  blisse ;  omU  na     133.  Ph.  dwelle  withjno. 

VII.    ANEMDA  AND  AKCITE. 

Authorities:  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  D.  (Digby  181); 
Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  B.  (Bodley  638)}  Lt.  (Longleat  1C&) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532).    IfoUow  F.  maifdy. 

Page  114.  91.  Th.  Tn.  HarL  tmsteth;  rest  trosted;  read  trust  (^tmstethX 
129.  All  longer  she  ;  omit  she. 

Page  115.     174.  All  speketh  she.    191.  AU  nn-to ;  read  ta 

Page  116.    241.  AU  be  foonde ;  Jmt  be  toas  copied  in  from  h  24a 

YUL    CHAUCEES  WOEDES  UNTO  ADAM. 
From  T.  (Trin.  Ck)U.  Camb.,  B,  3.  20X    Also  in  Ed.  (edition  of  i56iX 
Page  118.    3.  T.  thy  long  lokkes ;  omU  long,    4.  T.  wryte  more  tmwe ;  omit  more. 

IX.    THE  FOBKEB  AGE. 

IS/DO  copies:  L  (li  3.  ax,  Gamb.  Univ.  Libraiy);  Hh.  (Hh.  4.  12,  in  the  sameX 
Chi^yfiroml. 

Page  118.  3.  L  paied  of  the ;  omit  the.  11.  It  gnodded ;  Hh.  knoddyd ;  correctly 
gnlden,  pt  pL  ct^gnlden. 

Page  119.  23.  Both  No  batails  trompes ;  omit  batails.  34.  L  No  plaoea  wildnoMo; 
Hh.  No  place  of  wildneose ;  omit  pUoeSy  place  ot    g^  A  Urn  loei ;  Ismppty  it. 

X,  FOBTUNE. 

Authorities:  I.  (li  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  GoU. 
Camb.) ;  F.  (Fair&x  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  H.  (HarL  2251X 

XL    KEBOILES  BEAUTB. 
One  copy :  P.  (P^pys  2006),    36.  P.  this ;  read  ther. 

Xn.    TO  BOSEHOUNDE. 
One  copy:  MS.  BawL  Poet.  163  ;  leaf  114. 
Page  121.    II.  8emy(«ic) ;  recMl  seemly.    fynaJl  {/or  Qsisk^  a  misreading  Q/aaaiO^ 
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Xm.    TRUTH. 

AuthortUet:  At.(Addit.  10340);  Qg.  {Og.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  E.  (Ellea- 
xnere  MS.) ;  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  T.  (Trin.  CoU.  B.  3.  ao);  P.  (Fairfax  16) ;  and 
others,    Chi^y  from  £.     Th6  Envoy  i$  in  At.  only. 

Page  122.  19.  Know  thy  contree ;  HarL  F.  T.  Loke  vp  on  hie.  jo.  Hold  the  hye 
wey ;  HarL  P.  Weyve  thy  lust. 

XrV.    GENTILESSR 

AuthorUiea:  A.  (Ashmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3.  20);  HarL  (HarL  7333);  Ct 
(Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  Ha.  (HarL  7578) ;  Add.  (Addit  aaijp) ;  Cx.  (Carton's  edition). 
IfoUow  Cx.  mainly. 

Page  123.  20.  Cx.  makes  hem  eyres,  that  can  hem  qoeme ;  A.  mathe  his  heyre 
him  that  v<d  him  qweme ;  Ct.  That  maketh  his  heires  hem,  &c 

XV.    LAK  OP  STEDPASTNESSE, 
AutJwrUiet:  HarL  (HarL  7333);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  B.  3.  20);  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cieop.  D.  7); 
P.  (Poirfax  16) ;  Add.  (Addit.  32139) ;   Bann.  (Bannatyne) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532) ;  and  others,    I/bUoto  Ct.  mainly, 

rVX    LENTOT  A  SOOOAN. 
Authorities:  Qg.  (Gg.  4. 27,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  P.  (Fairfax  16) ;  P.  (Pepys  2006) ; 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532X    IfoUouj  P.  mainly. 

XVIL    LENVOY  A  BUKTON, 
Authorities:  P.  (Fairfax  16);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition) ;  Ju.  (Jnlian  Notary's  edition). 
I/oUow  F.  mainly, 

XVHL  THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUa 

AuthorHies:  T.  (Trin.  OolL  B.  3.  20);  A.  (Adunole  59);  Tn,  (Tanner  346);  P. 
(Fairfax  16) ;  Pf.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden,  P.  24) ;  P.  (Pepya 
2006);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).    IJbUow  F.  mainly. 

N.B.  Another  anthority  is  the  set  of  three  original  French  Ballades  by  Otes  do 
Orannson,  which  Chaucer  here  imitates. 

Page  123.  31.  All  Pley  or  Pleye ;  read  Pleyne,  translation  of  original  French 
riaindre. 

XTX.  THE  COMPLETNT  TO  HIS  PUBSE. 

Auth(»itie8 :  P.  (Fairfax  16) ;  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Libraiy) ; 
P.  (Pepys  2006) ;  Add.  (Addit.  22139)  J  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  ed.  1532). 
IfoUow  P.  mainly. 

XX.    PBOVEBBS. 

AutJiorities :  P.  (Fairfax  16);  Ha.  (HarL  7578);  Ad.  (Addit.  16165X  I  follow  P. 
mainly. 

Page  126.     1,  AU  insert  thus  after  these ;  I  omit  thus. 

XXL    AGAINST  WOMEN  UNCONSTANT. 
Aumorities  :  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  P.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Ha.  (HarL  3758) ;  Ed.  (Stowe'a 
edition,  1561). 
Page  127.     17.  AU  stondeth;  read  stant 
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TTTT.    COMPLEENT  DAMOUBa 

Authorities:  HarL(HarL  7333)1  I"-  (FairfBut  16);  B.  (BocQey638). 
Page  127.  4.  AU  right  thus ;  omit  right  9.  ^U  Ne;  read  For; 
Page  128.    86.  I  supply  itusrfrom  PaiL  VotdeBy  31a 

yiTTTT,    A  BALADE  OF  COMPLETNT. 

Sole  copy:  MS.  Addit.  16165,  ^ol*  ^5^  ^^^^o^ 

XXIV.    WOMANLY  N0BLES8R 

Sole  copy:  MS.  Addit.  343^  foL  ai,  back. 

Page  129.  13.  This  line  ia  euppUed  by  conjecture,  18.  MS.  fiur  to ;  I  omU  tor, 
as.  And  thynkith  be  raison  {too  Umg),  96,  for  til  do  the;  I  omit  the,  amd  sttbetitute  to 
/or  tiL 

TRAKSLATION  OF  BOETHITIS. 

AuthorUiei:  C.  (Oamb.  Univ.  lifarary,  li  3.  si) ;  A.  (Addit.  10340) ;  Ed.  CThynne'i 
edition,  1532) ;  Oz.  (Oaxton*s  edition) ;  li  (IL  i.  38) ;  &c    IfdQaw  C  m/oMLy, 

Page  181.    Paoa  L  74.  Oz.  Th.  from ;  MSa  omit  ftom. 

Page  188.  PB.IIX63.  Oz.Th.  6orano8(a«{nLatintezt);  aA.Sozan&  Mxt.IV. 
13.  Oz.  Th.  leyte ;  li  leit ;  0.  A.  light. 

Page  184.  Pb.  IY.  97.  This  OUm  is  misplaced  in  the  MSS. ;  it  comes  in  b^ore  T^ztns 
In  1.87. 

Pagelii.    Tu,  in,  66^  I  omit  aiidb^fn^tcCLtalSiest;  it  is  wjrsethm 

Page  168.    Pb.  VIIL  38.  0.  A.  -windinge ;  Oz.  'W3mdy ;  Lat  uentosam. 

Page  156.    Fn.IL  las.  IsuppiymOij/or  dearness}  itisHnpliediHtheJbUowistgiie. 

Page  18a    Ph.  YL  aoa    AUHie;  read  that 

Pagel90.  MBT.yL38.  JZMdbretheth;  li.  brethith ;  A.  faredith;  a£d.b6ret]i: 
TjStt,  ipirat. 

Page  196.    Pa.  IIL  193.  AU  of  the  whiohe  (fio  sense) ;  read  than  whiohe. 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE. 

AuOioriUes:  CL  (Oampiall  MS.) ;  Op.  (Oorp.  Ohr.  06D.  Gam.  61) ;  H.  (HarL  saSo); 
Ha.  (HarL  3943);  Om.  (Og.  4.  37,  in  Oamb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ed.  (edition  hy  Thynne, 
1532X    I/bUow  CL  and  Op.  maitdyj  which  are  much  alike. 

Page  247.    17.  AU  hem ;  read  him ;  tee  1.  19. 

Page  24d.  144.  OL  pp.  H.  ben  ay  I-lyke;  Ed.  to  ben  aye'ylike;  Hs.  bene  ylyke; 
Om.  ay  ben  I-lik ;  read  been  y-like  ay. 

Page  266.  57a.  Om.  thonrrste ;  Op.  H.  throBte ;  OL  dozste ;  Ha.  Ed.  dnrat ;  rtad 
thnrfbe. 

Page  279.    391.  H.  tmste  {rightly) ;  rest  trust.    AU  to  flnden  {or  finde);  omit  ta 

Page  814.    1109.  ^K  the  est ;  read  th'est. 

Page  821.    1586.  AU  That  she ;  omit  That    161&  AU  Gome  or  Oom. 
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THE  HOUS  OF  FAME. 

AuOujrUUt:  F. (Eair&z  16);  B,(Bodley6^;  P. (Pepys floo6);  Cx.  (Gaxton's edition) 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532X    IfoUow  P.  moMZy. 

Page  826.  8.  AU  why  this ;  omU  why.  ix.  why  these ;  omU  why.  aow  ^U  is 
more  ;-  omit  is.    24.  AU  needlsidy  inaert  the  (or  her)  b^/t>re  brayn. 

Page  827.  88.  AU  ponerte ;  read  povert ;  or  eUde  the  Jbndl  e.  119.  AU  slept, 
slepte ;  read  sleep ;  eee  458. 

Page  829.    362.  AU  But  al ;  <mU  But. 

Page  880.  366.  ^U  in-to ;  read  in.  370.  HSS.  Alla8(or  alas  I);  read  Eneas.  {How- 
ever Th.  A<u  him,  alas.)  399.  Gz.  Th.  Oenone  {%ohkh  read  <ujbur  eifUdbUSf  0-e-no-ne, 
M  in  TtoH  L  654)- 

Page  881.    513.  AU  sely ;  reeid  selly  (I  e.  strange). 

Page  882.  557.  Cz.  Th.  P.  agast  so ;  read  so  agast  603.  AU  do ;  read  done 
(gerund).  613.  ulU  herke;  read  herkne;  tee  725.  618.  D^/tdent;  I  supply  goddesse. 
631.  AU  lytel  (UteU) ;  read  lyte. 

Page  888.    737.  Gz.  Th.  P.  a  worthy ;  F.  R  worthe  a ;  omit  a. 

Page  884.  764.  AU  herke ;  see  735.  837.  F.  And  that  snm  place  stide ;  B.  Th.  And 
that  som  styde ;  {not  In  Cz.  P.) ;  read  And  that  the  mansioun ;  aee  754,  831.  83a  AU 
That;  rmidThan. 

P^  886.  896.  Gz.  Th.  gan  to ;  reet  to ;  read  gan.  911.  AU  token  (!) ;  read  toon ; 
SM  89a 

Page  88a.  1007.  F.  Gz.  Th.  B.  Athalantes;  P.  athlauntres  (cfl  Atlante,  Ovid, 
Fasti,  ▼.  %i\ 

TagQ  887.    X114.  F.  oitee ;  P.  cite  (=:8ite) ;  reat  oyte. 

Page  88a.  1177.  Supply  craftyhwa  1.  1178,  to^k^rs  U  occure,  ajter  cast,  in  Gz.  Th.  P, 
1189.  B.  Babewynnes;  P.  Babewenzies ;  {aU  corrupfy  uia  F.  Saten;  B.  Sate;  Gz. 
Th.  Sat ;  P.  Sett ;  read  Seten. 

Page  889.  1359.  Th.  pleyeng ;  reet  pley.  1371.  AU  the  {put  /or  theeX  1303.  F. 
hat ;  B.  hate ;  Gz.  Th.  haokyng ;  read  hatte. 

Page  840.  1361.  F.  B.  Sit;  Gz.  P.  Sat;  read  Sitte.  1373.  AU  wonderly;  aee  1337. 
X415.  ulU  And  thus;  omit  And. 

Page  841.  1494.  F.  high  the  {Jbr  highthe);  Gz.  Th.  heyght;  read  highte; 
$ee  744.    1537.  AU  info ;  read  in. 

Page  842.    tsjo.  AU  Upon ;  read  Up. 

Page  848.  1666.  AU  werkes ;  read  werk  {and  ao  in  X70X,  1730).  i68d.  AU  of  bawme; 
emit  ot    1735.  F.  B.  Th.  Al  so ;  reat  And  so ;  read  80. 

Page  844.    1765.  F.  B.  now  let  se ;  omit  now.    1813.  AU  grete,  gret ;'  read  gretest 

Page 84S.  1853.  F.  Th.  be  noght  for;  Gz.  B.  be  for;  recid  be  but  for.  1887.  AU 
thinge,  thing ;  read  thinges.  1897.  ilU  wote ;  read  wiste ;  aee  1901.  1903.  AU  dwelled 
or  dwellyth.  1907.  B.  Whithen ;  reat  Why  than ;  read  Whiche.  X94a  F.  Gz.  B. 
hattes  (!) ;  Th.  hutches ;  read  hottes. 

Page  846.  1961, 1963.  AU  werzes,  restes ;  read  werre,  reste..  1967.  AU  and  eek  of; 
omit  and  eek  {ct  1968).  1975.  AU  wrongly  write  misgovemement  aa  one  word, 
J009.  AU  these ;  read  swiche.  3017.  F.  fix)t  {/or  ficoit  =  fruit) ;  B.  foot  j  Gz,  Th. 
swote.  303X.  AU  yaf  in :  omit  in.  3036.  F.  B,  here  anoon (anon) ;  Gz.Th.  here;  read 
anoon  heer. 
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Pa^  847.  2049.  -^^  ^®  (0 ;  v"^^  the  other.  9053.  ^U  And  thus  {twice);  omit  And 
(twice).  2061.  P.  B.  forth  ryght  to ;  Cx.  forth  unto ;  Th.  streyght  to ;  read  forth  to. 
2076.  F.  B.  Went  every  znonthe  (!) ;  Th.  Cx.  Wente  eneiy  tydyng ;  read  Wente  eveiy 
word.  2083.  All  and  wente  ;  read  hit  wente.  2x04.  B.  hane  that  oon ;  F.  haa  an ; 
Xh.  have  one.    All  omit  of. 

Page  848.  9152.  B.  nose ;  F.  Th.  nc^yae  (!).  F.  an  highen  (!) ;  Th.  on  hyghen  (!);  B. 
and  yen ;  read  on  hyghe  {or  on  hye)L 

THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 

Authorities:  for  Text  A  {earlier  version)  of  the  Prologue :  sole  copy  0.  (Gg.  4.  27,  in 
Camh.  Univ.  Library).  For  Text  B  {later  version)  of  the  same,  and  all  the  rest : 
F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  T.  (Trin.  ColL  Cam.  E.  5.  19) ;  A.  (Aroh.  Selden. 
B.  24)1  B.  (Bodley  638);  P.  (Popys  2006)  j  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  153a);  also  C  {as 
above)  j  Add.  (Addit  9833). 

Page  853,  coL  i.  135.  C.  is  here  corrupt  \  it  has — ^The  honour  and  the  htunble 
obeysaonce.  /  suggest  They  dide  honour  and  humble  obeysaunces ;  or  read  Yelding 
honour,  &c  {as  in  col.  2),    CoL  i ;  137, 138 ;  imperfect  \  IfiU  up  the  gaps, 

Pago  870.    843.  AU  ronten  (rente),  wrongly ;  read  renden. 

Page  874.  1136.  All  honourable ;  read  noble ;  see  1143,  1310,  1333. 

Page  875.  1317.  C.  beetys  wilde ;  T.  A.  P.  wild  bestys ;  rest  wilde  hertes ;  read 
hertes  wilde.     1338.  AU  and  becom  {against  metre) ;  read  to  been. 

Page  87a    1463.  AU  yle  of;  omU  of. 

Page  888.     1879.  All  himself  or  himselfe ;  read  himselve. 

Page  887.    2138.  AU  was  performed ;  read  performed  wa& 

Page  888.    3337.  All  quyte  him ;  read  him  quyte. 

Page  89a    3593.  Th.  And  what ;  C.  T.  That  what ;  read  What. 


TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE. 

Authorities :  A.  (Camb.  Univ.  Library,  Dd.  3.  53) »  B.  (Bodl^,  E.  MuMo  54) ;  CL 
(Eawlinson  1370) ;  D.  (Ashmole  391) ;  E.  (Bodley  619) ;  F.  (Corpus  434) ;  G.  (Trin.  Coll. 
Cam.  B.  15.  18) ;  H.  (Sloane  314) ;  L  (Sloane  391) ;  K.  (Bawlinson,  Hisc.  3);  L.  (Addit. 
33003) ;  M.  (St.  John's  ColL  Cam.) ;  K.  (Digby  73) ;  O.  (Ashmole  360) ;  P.  (Camb.  Univ. 
Library,  Dd.  13.  51) ;  Q.  (Ashmole  393) ;  R  (Egerton  2622) ;  S.  (Addit.  39350).  IfoXUm 
A.  mainly ;  coUated  with  B.  a  L  1£.  P.  The  latter  paH  {after  Part  n.  §  40)  from 
L.  M.  N.  O.  P.  E.  S. 

Part  899.  %  12,  8,  9.  MSS.  wron^^  transpose  umbra  versa^  and  tim&m  recta 
{=  umbra  extensa). 

Page  402.    §  3.  51, 53.  For  18,  some  MSS.  have  12, 

Page  408.  §  3.  63, 6^  Some  MSS.  8  and  2 ;  others,  9  and  la  64.  Some  33 ;  others  la 
§  4.  13.  C  P.  for^eide  same  degree ;  omit  same.  35.  AU  15 ;  read  35 ;  Lat.  text, 
viginti  guinque. 

Page  409.  §  35.  45.  Two  sots  of  readings  here ;  the  second  set  puts  the  San  in 
10  degrees  of  Leo,  with  an  altitude  of  56,  and  declination,  18 ;  difference,  38. 

Page  4ia    §  38.    37.  AU  heed  (heued)  for  ende,  absurdly ;  o£  37,  31. 
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Fftge  IIL    §  4a    8.  Bead  for  sothe ;  miawriUm  for  Sonne  in  A.  B. ;  otA«r«  vary. 

Page  416.  §  4a  75.  A.  omit«  of  and  degprees  ;  but  retaim  3.  93.  P.  mppliet  the  Uui 
Jive  words,  which  A.  B.  C.  R  omiL    §  42.  04,  25.  J\w  a,  11,  hae  6 ;  for  $,  U^  hoe  4. 

Page  416.  §  44.  ao.  N.  wreten  j  read  wrj^te.  36.  L.  N.  O.  paasid ;  M.  omite-, 
readl/me. 

Page  417.    §  45.    la  L.  I  wold  wyttyn ;  N.  Iwyton ;  O.  wrytoim. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

AufhorUies :  R  (EUeBmere  MS,) ;  Hn.  (Hengwrt  MS.) ;  Cm.  (Gg.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ. 
labraiy) ;  Cp.  (Corpns  Chr.  ColL  Oxford) ;  Pt  (Petworth  MS.) ;  Ln.  (Lansdowne  851) ; 
HL  (HarL  7334).  AUOy  occationally,  Dd.  (Dd.  4.  24,  Camb.  Uniy.  Libraxy) ;  Beg.  (Beg. 
17  D.  XV.)  J  Add-  (Addifc.  5140) ;  Li.  (Lichfield  MS.) ;  SL  (Sloane,  1685). 

Page  421.    179^  HL  doysterlees  {eee  180) ;  Cm.  rekeles }  rest  reccheleei,  rechelea. 

Page  422.    253  &,  252  c ;  yh>m  Hn. ;  reai  omit 

Page  485.    129a  AU  moste,  muste,  most ;  read  mot. 

Page  448.    1979.  HL  swymbul ;  reet  mmbeL 

P^ige  449.    2420.  AU  insert  the  (or  thy)  h^ore  yiot6rie ;  it  doge  the  lime, 

P^ige  46a    3155,  3156.  -Prow  E.  Cm.  HL  ;  rest  omit. 

Page  462.    3451,  3457 ;  astromye  ie  intentional, 

P^ige  466.    3721,  3722.  From  K  (aUo  in  old  editione) ;  rest  omit. 

Page  466.    3818.  Now^lis  ie  an  intentional  error ;  eee  3834. 

Page  476.    47.  Dd.  But ;  rett  That  {wrongly). 

Page  484.    621,  A  ehaHUne',  I  inaeHfxCL 

Page  486.    791.  HL  vn-to ;  Pt  to ;  reel  tU ;  read  on-til. 

Page  492.  ii63-ii9a  E.  Hn.  Cm.  omit ;  mainly  from  Cp.  1189.  ^oet  M8S,  phislyas ; 
Sloane,  phUlyas ;  Ln.  flsleas ;  read  physices,  L  e.  physioes  liber. 

Page  608.    199^  Supplied  from  MS.  Beg.  17  D.  xv ;  most  MSS.  omit  this  Une, 

Page  609.  2252,  2253.  Not  in  ihe  MSS.,  but  neceeeary ;  supplied  from  2274  and  2280, 
which  see, 

"Page  619.    2623,  2624.  Not  h^  the  MSS. ;  supplied  by  translating  the  French  text. 

Page  626.    2854.  From  namore  to  god  is  not  in  the  MSS. ;  but  is  necessary. 

Page  686.  3564.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  the  stories  from  Kkro  to  Crxsus 
(11.3653-3956);  incorrectly. 

Page  68a    3657.  MSS.  North;  read  Sonth. 

Page  641.    3910.  HI.  Yalirien  ;  rest  Valerius ;  ed.  1561,  Valerie  (rightly). 

Page  646.    4266.  AU  MSS.  insert  herkneth  or  herken  after  But. 

Page  682.  1294.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  IL  1307,  1308 ;  which  are  oat  of 
place  here.  MS.  HL  is  right.  1307,  1308.  Nearly  all  MSS.  omit  these  lines,  having 
inserted  them  after  L  1294  above.    MS.  HL  is  right. 

Ptkge  625.  2240.  The  MSS.  omit  the  word  stories,  leaving  sense  and  metre 
incomplete. 

Page  62a  ao.  Most  MSS.  hBvepitous,  which  will  not  scan ;  bat  Hn.  hasp<«oti«, 
which  also  ooonrs  in  Troilas. 

Page  685.    62a  I  supply  no. 

Page  668.  277.  For  *  Valerians,*  the  MSS.  absardly  have  ^Cocilies ' ;  bat  the  Latin 
original  has  *  ValerianL' 
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Page  664.  1171.  K  temed ;  Cm.  temede ;  re§i  tomed,  wrongly.  80  also  in  L  1274 
below. 

Page  674.  la  Chauoer  has  made  a  mistake ;  for  the  monei  read  Satumes.  Libra 
is  the  exaltation  of  Saturn,  not  of  the  Moon. 

Page  687.  387.  HL  springers;  Hn.  sprynge;  R  Pt  Ln.  spryngen.  Perhaps 
*  springes*  -would  be  better. 

Page  689.    443.  AU  MS8,  tranapoae  Laban  and  Pharao. 

Page  696.  616.  Some  needftd  words  are  here  sappUed ;  MSS.  omit  *  god  . . . 
bitrajrsen.' 

Page  707.  858.  Read  bnsshes;  K  Seld.  Ln.  beantees  (!) ;  Cm.  beauteis  (!) ;  UL 
beantes  (!) ;  Pt  bewtees  (!). 

Page  711.    955.  R  Cm.  Danyel ;  rest  Dauid,  as  in  the  French  original. 
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The  references  in  this  Index  are  given  according  to  the  following  scheme. 

Poems  denoted  by  Arabic  numerals  are  Minor  Poems.  Thus,  under  '  Abaved,'  the 
reference  '  3.  6ia  '  means  Minor  Poem  no.  3,  line  614,  or  1.  614  of  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse.  The  letter  *  R.'  refers  to  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  Fragment  A,  in  pp.  1-18 ; 
the  rest  of  the  Poem,  not  being  Chaucer's,  is  indexed  separately.  Thus  '  R.  163 '  means 
L  163  of  the  Romaunt 

The 
the* 


sen, 
books  < 

means  *  Troilus,  bk.  iii.,  line  1233.' 
The  House  of  Fame  and  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  are  denoted  by '  HF.'  and 

•  L.*  respectively.  If,  in  the  latter  case,  the  italic '  letter  *  a  *  follows  the  number  of  the 
line,  the  reference  is  to  the  earlier  (or  A-text)  of  the  Prologue  to  the  Legend.    Thus 

•  HF.  865  *  means  '  House  of  Fame,  hne  865.'  Again, '  L,  007$ '  means  '  Legend  of  Good 
Women,  line  2075 ; '  and '  L.  200  a '  means '  Legend,  &c.,  line  200  of  the  text  in  the  left- 
hand  column.' 

The  Prologue  and  the  two  books  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  are  denoted, 
respectively,  by  *  A.  pr.,'  '  A.  i.,'  and  '  A.  ii.'  Thus  the  reference  *  A.  ii.  la  8 '  means 
'  Astrolabe,  bk.  ii.  §  10,  line  8 ; '  and  *  A.  pr.  10  *  means  '  Astrolabe,  prologue,  line  la' 

References  to  the  Canterbury  Tales  are  known  by  the  use  of  the  letters  A,  B,  C.  D, 
K,  F,  G,  H,  and  I,  which  are  used  to  denote  the  various  Groups  into  which  the  Tales 
are  divided.  In  this  case, '  A  *  b  never  followed  by  a  full  stop  or  by  Roman  numerals, 
as  when  the  'Astrolabe'  is  referred  to;  and  such  a  reference  as  'B  5.'  meaning 
line  5  of  Group  B,  is  quite  distinct  from  'B  <.  p  z.  i,'  where  'B  5'  means  bk.  v. 
of  Boethius,  and  is  invariably  accompanied  by  the  *  p '  or  *  m '  denoting  the '  prose '  or 
'  metre.' 

Summary  of  the  Minor  Poems.  The  Minor  Poems  are  all  numbered,  viz.  i  (ABC.)  ; 
a  (Compleynte  unto  Pite) ;  3  (Book  of  the  Duchesse) ;  4  (Mars) ;  5  f  Parlement  of 
Foules) ;  6  (Compleint  to  his  Lady) ;  7  (Anelida) ;  8  (Wordes  to  Adam) ;  9  (Former 
Age)  ;  10  (Fortune)  ;  11  (Merciless  Beauty)  ;  la  (To  Rosemounde)  ;  13  (Truth) ;  14  (Gen- 
tilesse) ;  15  (Lak  of  StedfEistnesse) ;  16  (Envoy  to  Scogan) ;  17  (Envoy  to  Bukton) ; 
18  (Venus) ;  19  (To  his  Purse) ;  90  (Proverbs) ;  21  (Against  Women  Unconstant)  ; 
22  (Amorous  Complaint)  ;  23  (Balade  of  Compleynt)  ;  24  (Womanly  Noblesse). 

Alphabetically,  the  references  are  to  A  (Group  A  of  Cant.  Tales) ;  A.  (Astrolabe)  ; 
B  (Group  B  of  C.  TO ;  B  I  .  .  .  B  5  (Boethius.  books  i  to  5)  ;  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I 
(Groups  C  to  I  of  C.  T.) ;  HF.  (House  of  Fame) ;  L.  (Legend  of  Good  Women) ; 
R.  (Romaunt  of  the  Rose)  ;  T.  i.  .  .  .  T.  v  (Troilus,  books  i  to  5).  The  Minor  Poems, 
numbered  i  to  24,  are  given  above. 

N.B.  Words  containing  ay,  ey,  oy,  aw,  ew,  aw,  are  sometimes  entered  as  if  spelt  with 
a»,  W,  oi,  au,  eu,  ow,  respectively. 

Bb 
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Abbreyiations.  Besides  s.,  adj.,  and  adv.,  for  substantive,  adjective,  adverb,  the  foU 
lowing  are  used  in  a  special  sense: — v.,  a  verb  in  the  inhnitive  mood;  £^er.,  gerund; 
pr.  s.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  singular ;  pr.  //.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  plural. 
Other  persons  are  denoted  by  the  figures  i  or  2. 

Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  '  Romaunt '  are  glossed  in  a  separate  Index. 


A,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  T.  i.  171 ; 
the  letter  A,  A  161. 

A,  indef.  art.  a,  A  24,  &c. ;  ai  a,  the  whole 
of  a,  £  1 165;  one.  D  1396;  one  and  the 
same.  ai.  5 ;  about,  some,  L.  2075. 

Kyfrep.  on.  on  (the),  in,  for;  A-nighte,  by 
night,  B37S8;  A-dayes,  a-days,  E  1164; 
A-morwe,  on  the  morrow,  A  822;  A 
three,  in  three,  A  2934 ;  A  goddes  half, 
'on  God's  side,'  in  God's  name,  D  50; 
A  goddes  name,  in  God's  name,  A  854. 

A 1  int.  ah  I  3.  213. 

A 1  ha  I  interj.  aha  I  T.  i.  868. 

Abaissen,  ger.  to  be  dismayed,  B  4.  p  7. 
81;  pp.  amazed,  spell-bound,  abashed, 
cast  down,  disconcerted,  E317,  1108. 

Abak,  adv.  backwards,  A  3736;  aback, 
back.  L.  864. 

Abakward,  adv.  backward,  B  3.  m  12. 66. 

Abandoune,  v.  devote,  1 713 ;  pr,  s.  aban- 
dons, B  2767. 

Abaashen,  v.  fear,  be  abashed.  R.  1552 ; 
pp.  abashed,  confused,  confounded,  dis- 
concerted, 5. 447 ;  R.  80s,  &c. 

Abate,  v.  lower,  put  down,  B  3780;  de- 
preciate, R.  286 ;  2  pr.  s,  subj.  subtract, 
A.  ii.  la  8 ;  pp.  enfeebled,  B  3.  p  5.  52 ; 
put  down,  I  191. 

Aoaved,  //.  confounded,  disconcerted,  3. 
614. 

Abayst ;  see  Abaissen. 

Abe,  alphabet,  A.  i.  xi.  3. 

A-bedde,  in  bed.  T.  i.  915. 

Abegrgre,  v.  pay  for  it,  A  3938.  A  Kentish 
form.    See  Aoeye,  Abye. 

A-beererod,  a-begging,  F  1580. 

Abet,  s.  abetting,  aid,  T.  ii.  357. 

Abeye,  v.  pay  tor,  C  loa    See  Abye. 

Abiden,  Abit ;  see  Abyde. 

Abite,  s.  habit,  dress,  L.  146  a. 

A-blakeberied ;  see  Blakeberled. 

Able,  adj.  capable,  3.  786;  fit,  suitable, 
adapted,  A  167;  fit,  ll  320;  fit  for,  3. 
779;  deemed  deserving,  i.  184;  fitting, 
K.986. 

Abllngre,  ;)r. //.  enabling,  lifting,  B  3.  m 
9.  37 ;  fitting,  B  I.  m  6.  19. 

Abodes,  pi.  y'Abood,  s. 

Aboffhte,  Abogrbt ;  see  Abye. 

Abood,  s.  delay,  A  965;   tarrying.  T.  v. 


i^;  abidine,  continuance,  HF.  1963; 

ft.  delays,  T.  lit  854. 
ADOod,  pt.  s.  of  Abyde. 
Aboute, /r<r/.  about,  round,  throughout, 

round  about,  near. 
Aboute,  adv.  about,  engaged  in,  T.  y. 

1645;    in  due   order,  in  turn,  A  890; 

around,    here    and    there;  been  a.,  go 

about,  endeavour,  A  1142. 
Aboven,  prep,  above. 
Abregge,^er.  to  abridge,  shorten,  T.  iii, 

262 ;  A.  wuh  thy  peynes,  to  shorten  thy 

Eains  with,  T.  iv.  426. 
regrfirin^e,  s.  abridging,  B  5.  p  i.  57 ; 
diminishing,  I  568. 

A-breyde,  v.  awake,  T.  iii.  11 13;  come  to 
my  senses.  H  F.  559 ;  Abrayd,//.  s.  {strong 
form),  woke  up,  started  up.  3.  192; 
Abreyd,  ipt.  s.  started  from  sleep,  HF. 
no;  Abrayde,^/.  J.  {voecJk/brm),  started, 
B  4198 ;  Abreyde,  awoke,  T.  i.  724. 

Abroche,  v.  broach,  D  177. 

Abs^nte,  ?  pr.  pi.  subJ.  absent  yourself 

1.43- 

Abusioun,  s.  abuse,  absurdity,  T.  iv.  990 ; 
deceit,  B  214 ;  a  shameful  thmg,  scandal, 
T.  iv.  io6a 

Abyden,  v.  abide,  await,  1. 131 ;  wait  for, 
HF.  1086;  be  still,  withdraw,  F  1522; 
pr.  s.  await>,  B  2175 ;  dwells,  T.  ii.  ^7 ; 
Abit,  pr.  s,  waits  for,  T.  i.  1091 ;  abides, 
G  1175;  imp.  s.  stay,  wait,  A  3199;  itnp. 
pi.  B  1175 ;  pres.pt,  E  757 ;  Abood.//.  s. 
awaited.  T.  iv.  156;  stopped,  HF.  1062; 
expected,  3. 247 ;  Abiden.//^/.  abode,  T. 
i.  47A ;  Abiden,  pp.  waited.  B  3.  p  9. 191. 

Abydingre,  s.  expectation.  B  2.  p  3. 66. 

Abye,  v.  pay  for.  A  4393 ;  pr.  pi.  undei^, 
B  4.  p  4.  86 ;  Abou^hte.  pt.  s,  paid  tor, 
T.  V.  1756 ;  suffered  Tor,  A  2303 ;  Aboght, 
pp.  paid  for,  L.  2483 ;  purchased,  18.  37 ; 
bought  dearly.  ll.  1387;  atoned  for,  A 
3100.    See  Abegrgre,  Abeye. 

A-caterwawed,  a-caterwaulin^.  D  354. 

Acc^sse,  s.  feverish  attack,  T.  ii.  1315. 

Accident,  s.  that  which  is  accidental.  T. 
iv.  1505 ;  incident,  T.  iii.  918 ;  accidental 
occurrence,  HF.  1976;  unusual  appear- 
ance, E  607;  outward  appearance  (see 
note).  C  539. 

Accidie,  s.  sloth.  I  388. 

Accioun,  s.  action,  i.  e.  accusation,  i.  ao. 
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Accomplice,  v.  accomplish,  A  2864. 
Accord,  s.  agreement,  B  2988 ;  harmony, 

B4069;  peace,  1*992.    See  Acord. 
Acco^daunce,  s,  concord,  harmony.  R. 

496. 
Accordaunt,  ad/\  suitable,  B  4026. 
Accorde,  v.  agree ;  /r.  s.  beseems,  L.  2583. 

See  Aoorde. 
Accuseth,  /r.  J.  reveals,  R.  1501. 
Accusement,  s, accusation  (other) , T. iv. 

556. 
Aocusour,  s.  revealer,  T.  iii.  1450. 
Ach&t,  s.  buying,  purchase,  A  571, 
Ach&tours,  //.  buyers,  caterers,  A  568. 
Ache,  s.  ache,  T.  iv.  728. 
A-chekked,  //.  checked,  hindered,  HF. 

2093. 
Acheve,  v.  achieve,  L.  1614. 
Achoken,  v.  choke,  stifle ;  pp,  L.  2008. 
Acloyeth,  pr.  s.  overburdens,  5.  517. 
A-compas,  adv,  in  a  circle,  L.  30a 
Acomplisshe,  pr.  s.  subj,  fiilfli,  compre- 
hend, B  3.  p  10.  179. 
Acord,  s,  agreement,  5.  371 ;  concord,  $. 

381, 668 ;  accord,  3.  316 ;  in  a.,  in  tune,  5. 

197 ;  al  of  oon  a.,  in  tune,  3.  305.     See 

Accord. 
Acordable,  adj.  harmonious,  B  2.  m  8. 23. 
Acordaunce,  s.  concord,  B  2.  m  8.  14. 
Acordaunt,  adj.  suitable,  A  37,  3363 ;  A. 

to,  in  harmony  with,  5.  203. 
Acorde,  v.  accord,  grant,  allow,  agree, 

concern;  pt.  s.  suited,  A  244;   pt.  pi. 

agreed    L.  168 ;  pres.  part,  agreeing,  B 

1737 ;  pp.  agreed,  A  818. 
Acorse,  i  pr,  s.  curse,  T.  iv.  839. 
Acounte,  v.  consider,  B  3591 ;  pt.  s.  valued, 

cared,  3.  1237;  2//.  s.  didst  reckon,  B  2. 

P5. 113. 
Acountingre,  s.  reckoning,  calculation. 
Acoyede,  pt.  s.  caressed,  B  2.  p  3.  73. 
Acquitance,  s.  release,  A  4411 ;  deed  of 

release,  A  3327. 
Acquyte,  v.  acquit,  D  1599. 
Acurse,  v.  curse,  T.  iii.  1072, 
Acused,  pt.  s.  blamed.  T.  ii.  1081. 
Acustomaunce,  s.   system    of  habits, 

habitual,  method  of  life.  HF.  28;    had 

ofa.^  was  accustomed,  B  3701. 
Adamant,  s.  adamant,  A  1990 ;  loadstone, 

magnet,  R.  1182. 
Adawe,  v.  awake,  recover,  T.  iii.  1120. 
A-day,  in  the  day,  T.  ii.  6a 
Addlngr,  s.  (the)  addition,  A.  ii.  41.  16. 
Adjeccioun,  s.  addition,  B  5.  p  6.  212. 
A-doun,  adv.  downwards,  down,  L.  178 ; 

down  below,  HF.  889;  below,  H  105;  at 

the  bottom,  G  779. 

Bb 


Adrad,^/.  afraid,  A  605;  Adred,  3.  1190. 

Adressingre,  s.  directing,  B  4.  p  5.  loi. 

Adversarie.  adj.  hostile,  1  697. 

Advertence,  J.  attention,  heed,  T.  iv.  698. 

Adv6oacye8,  pi.  pleas,  T.  ii.  1469. 

Advocate,^/,  advocates  (in  which  the  / 
is  mute),  (j  291. 

Afer,  adv.  afar,  HF.  1215. 

A-fdre,  on  fire,  T.  i.  229. 

A-fered,  pp.  afraid,  affrighted,  T.  i.  974 ; 
Aferd,  A  628. 

Affectls,^/.  desires,  T.  iii.  1391. 

Affermed,  pp.  agreed  upon,  L.  790; 
established,  A  2349. 

Affiance,  s.  trust,  B  1330. 

Afforced,/^^.  forced,  I  974. 

Affray,  s.  tray,  quarrel,  D  2156 ;  terror,  B 
1137 ;  fright,  4.  214;  dread,  7.  334. 

Afffayeth,  pr,  s.  arouses,  excites,  R.  91 ; 
pp.  frightened,  afraid,  B  563;  scared,  B 
4468 ;  roused,  3.  296. 

Affyle,  V.  file,  i.  e.  render  smooth.  A  712. 

Aior-yeyn^  prep,  over  against,  T.  ii.  1188. 

Afounde,  v.  founder,  perish,  12.  21. 

Afrayed,  adj.  scared,  distracted,  R.  154. 

Afrigrht,  pp.  affrighted,  B  4085. 

After,  prep,  according  to ;  in  expectation 
of,  for,  B  467 ;  to  get,  A  525 ;  according 
as,  L.  575;  after,  i.  e.  to  fetch,  L.  1130; 
towards,  A  136;  in  accordance  with,  8. 
4;  by  inheritance  from,  L.  1072;  A.  as, 
according  as,  5.  216;  A.  oon,  alike,  A. 
1781 ;  A.  me,  according  to  my  command, 
E  327;  A.  the  yeer,  according. to  the 
season  of  the  year,  F  47 ;  A.  that,  accord- 
ing as,  T.  ii.  1347. 

A-fyre,  on  fire,  D  726 ;  i.  94 ;  A-ffere,  T.  i. 
229. 

Agrain,  prgp.  when  exposed  to,  L.  2426; 
Agayn,  against,  B  580;  towards,  A  2680; 
(so  as)  to  meet,  R.  785 ;  opposite  to,  R. 
1577 ;  exposed  to,  H  1 10 ;  contrary  to,  F 
748;  just  before,  B  4268;  near,  G  1279; 
to  meet,  B  391 ;  in  comparison  with,  L. 
189;  Ageyn,  against,  A  66;  compared 
with,  R.  loii ;  turned  towards,  L.  48. 

Agrc^nSr  P^^P'  against,  contrary  to,  in 
answer  to,  instead  of,  before,  in  presence 
of,  to  meet,  near  to;  against,  near; 
against,  B  3754. 

A-grame,  adv.  in  play,  in  jest,  in  mockery, 
in  sport,  4.  277. 

Agraste,  rer.  to  terrify,  T.  ii.  901 ;  pr.  s. 
deters,  frightens,  B  4.  p  6.  323;  pt.  s. 
frightened,  L.  1221;  pt.  s.  refi.  was 
affrighted,  A  2424 ;  pp.  scared,  frightened, 
terrified,  A  2931 ;  aghast,  B  4079 ;  afraid, 
A  4267. 
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Agrayn-ward.  adv.  backward,  at  the  point 
of  return,  A.  1. 17.  14 ;  back  again,  B  441. 

Agree,  //.  times,  periods,  B  3177. 

Affilten,  V.  do  wrong,  L.  436 ;  //.  j.  did 
offence,  D  39a ;  wrongly  committed,  L. 
2385 ;  I //.  s.  wronged,  HF.  329 ;  offended, 
T.  lii.  840;  pr,  J.  suij.  (if   he)  offend, 

1  150 ;  ^,  offended,  1.  122 ;  sinned,  T.  \, 
1684. 

Agron,  V.  to  go  away ;  Ago.  /^.  gone  away, 
T.  V.  1054;  gone,  F  1204;  passed  away, 
A  2802;  past,  L.  1766;  dead,  L.'9i6;  fo 
ben  ago,  to  be  off,  5.  465;  Agon,/>/.  de- 
parted, A  1276;  gone  away,  C  810;  past, 
C  246 ;  not  longe  a.  is,  it  is  not  long  ago, 
D  9 ;  passed  away,  A  1782 ;  dead,  E  631 ; 
ago.  B  1841. 

Agrreable,  adj.  pleasing,  HF.  1097 ;  -es,//. 
pleasant,  B  3.  m  2.  31. 

Agrreablely,  adv,  complacently,  B  2.  p  4. 
140. 

Agrx^abletee,  s.  equability,  B  2.  p  4. 127. 

A-erreef,  in  dudgeon,  lit.  *  in  grief,*  T. 
iii.  862 ;  sadly,  T.  iv.  613 ;  amiss,  5.  543 ; 
in  dudgeon,  B  4083. 

Agregge,  v.  aggravate;  pr.  s.  I  960; 
/r.  //.  I  892;  //.  //.  aggravated,  B 
2209. 

Afirreved,  p/^.  angry,  A  2057;  vexed, 
L.  34c ;  aggrieved,  E  500. 

Afirrlef ;  see  Agrreef. 

Agrrisen,  Agrroos ;  see  Afirrysen. 

Agrroted,  pp.  surfeited,  cloyed,  L.  2454. 

Agrrysen,  v.  shudder,  tremble,  feel  terror, 
B  I.  p  3.  22;    V.  feel   terror,  HF.  210; 

2  pr,  s.  dreadest,  B  2.  p  i.  71 ; 
pr.  s.  trembles,  shivers,  B  i.  m  6. 
11;  Agidds,  pf.  s.  shuddered,  was  terri- 
fied, became  frightened,  T.  it  930; 
A-grisen,  pp.  filled  with  dread,  B  3. 
p  I.  18. 

Agru.  s.  ague,  B  4150. 

Agruller,  s.  needle-case,  R.  98. 

A-heigrh,  adv.  aloa. 

Ajugred,  pp. ;  a.  bifom,  prejudged,  B   i. 

P4.109. 
Ake,    V.   ache,   T.    ii.   549;    pr.  pi.    B 

21 13. 
Aketoun,  s.  a  short  sleeveless  tunic,  worn 

under  the  hauberk,  B  205a 
Aklngre.  s.  pain,  T.  i.  1088. 
Aknowe,  pp.  conscious ;  am  ahtowe,  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  I.  p  4.  169. 
Akomes,  s.pl.  fruits.  B  4.  m  3.  28. 
Al,  adj.  all,  A  10;  Alle,  //.  all,  A  26,  53; 

Al,  every,  R.  1586;  as  s.  everything,  T. 

iii.  1764;  a/  a,  the  whole  of  a,  A  854; 

and  al,  and  all,  3.  116;  at  al,  in  every 


respect,  wholly,  C  633 ;  at  all,  D  1078 ; 
al  day,  all  the  day,  3.  1105:  —  Al,  adv. 
quite,  entirely,  altogether,  5.  540;  ail 
over,  R.  840;  ai  on  highte,  quite  aloud, 
A  1784 ;  al  by  oon  assent,  quite  with  one 
accord,  5.  557:  —  Al,  conj,  although, 
HF.  1740;  whether.  G  8^9;  al  be,  al- 
though, albeit,  4.  274;  a/  be  that,  al- 
though, 5.  8:  —  Al  and  som,  the  whole 
matter  (collectively  and  severally),  D 
91;  Al  and  somme,  each  and  all,  all, 
the  whole,  7.  26;  Al  and  som,  5.  650; 
Alle  and  some,  one  and  all,  A  3136; 
Al  only,  adv.  merely,  simply,  2.  62;  Al 
so,  so,  £  1226 ;  AI  thing,  everything.  R. 
53:  Al  thus,  exactly  thus,  5.  3a  See 
Alle. 

Al,  s.  awl,  13.  II.    See  Oules. 

Alambyk  (dlamblik),  s.  alembic,  T.  iv. 
520; //.G  794. 

Alaunts,  pi.  dogs  of  a  huge  size,  A  2148. 

Alayes,  s.fl.  alloy,  E  1167. 

Al-be-it,  although,  L.  1^63. 

Albiflcacioun,  s.  alberaction,  whitening^, 
G805. 

Alday,  Al-day,  adv.  continually,  A  1163 ; 
alwa)n5,  L.  1250;  everyday,  at  anytime, 

4- 237. 
Alder,  gen.  pi.  of  all;  oure  alder,  of  us 

all,  I.  84.    See  Aller. 
Alder-best,  adv.  best  of  all,  3.  87.    See 

Aller. 
Alderbeste,  adj.  best  of  all,  3.  246. 
Alderfaireste,  adj. /em.  def.  fairest  of 

all,  3.  1050. 
Alderflrst,  adv.  first  of  all,  B  2303 ;  in  the 

first  place,  R.  1000;   for  the  nrst  time, 

B  I.  p  3.  25. 
Alderflrste,  adj.  first  of  all,  T.  iii.  97. 
Alderlast,  adv.  lastly,  R.  449. 
Alder-lest,  least  of  all,  T.  i.  604. 
Alderleveat,  dearest  of  all,  T.  iii.  239. 
Alderman,  s.  the  head  of  a  guild,  A 

Aldermost,  adv.  most  of  all,  T.  i.  152. 
Alder-next,    adv.  nearest  of  all,  next, 

5*  244' 
Alderwysest,  adj.  pi.  the  wisest  of  all, 

T.  i.  247. 
Ale  and  breed,  drink  and  meat,  B  2062. 
Alemandres,  pi.  almond-trees,  R.  1363. 
Alembykes,  //.  alembics,  G  794. 
Alestake,  s.  ale-stake,  i.  e.  a  horixontal 

stake  or  short  pole  projecting  from  an 

ale-house  to  support  a  sign   or   bush, 

A  667. 
Aley,  s.  an  alley,  B  1758;  pi.  walks,  E 

2324. 
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Aleys,  s.p/.  service-be*  ries,  berries  of  the 

service-tree,  R.  1377. 
Algrate,  adv.  always,  A  571 ;  at  any  rate, 

2-  887 ;  nevertheless,  L.  238 ;  in  any  case, 

T.  ii.  964;  all  the  same,  D  588;  at  all 

hazards,  HF.943. 
Algates,  adv,  in  every  way,  aa.  43 ;  by  all 

means.  D  1514 ;  at  any  rate,  in  anv  case, 

3.  1 171;  wholly,  F  246;  nevertheless,  B 

2222;  all  the  same,  B  52a 
Aliene,  v,  alienate,  B  i.  p  6. 6a 
Al-lf ,  even  if.  T.  iii.  398. 
Alkamistre,  s,  alchemist,  G  1204. 
Alle,  dot.  s.  and  pL  of  K\\  at  alU,  in 

every  case,  4.  36;  in  alU,  in  any  case, 

3.  141 ;  Alle,  pi,  all  (of  you),  T.  ii.  402. 

See  Al,  Aller. 
Alle^eaunce,  s,  alleviation,  24.  22. 
AllegTffed,  pp.  allayed,  B  4.  p  4.  12. 
Aller,  of  3Si,gen,  fl.  of  Al ;  our  aller,  of 

us  all,  A  823;  nir  aller ^  of  them  all, 

A  586. 
Alllaunce,  s.  kindred,  i.  58;  espousal, 

E  357. 

Allone,  adj.  alone,  4.  141 ;  lot  me  a.,  let 
me  alone,  i.  e.  trust  to  me,  T.  iii.  413. 

Allow,  ip.s,pr.  (I)  approve,  (I)  applaud. 
F676. 

Allye,  s,  relative,  B  3593. 

Allyen,  ger.  to  ally  myself,  E  1414;  pp. 
allied,  2.  65 ;  provided  with  friendly  aid, 
B3720. 

Alxnesse,  s.  alms,  B  168 ;  //.  almsdoings, 
I  1030. 

Almicanteras,  s.  pi.  small  circles  of  de- 
clination (in  the  celestial  sphere),  A.  i. 
18.  2,  8. 

Almury,  s,  the  'denticle'  or  tooth-like 
point  or  pointer  situate  on  the  Rete  near 
the  '  head '  of  Capricorn,  A.  i.  23.  i. 

Aloes,  pi.  aloe,  in  comp.  ligne-aloes,  T.  iv. 
1137.    {Aloes  is  a  pi.,  not  a  gen.  case.) 

A-lofte,  adv.  on  high,  T.  v.  259. 

A-londe,  adv.  on  land,  ashore,  L.  2166 ; 
Aim  toere  lever  a-l.^  he  would  rather  be  on 
land,  L.  2413. 

Along:  on,  along  of,  owing  to,  T.  iii.  783. 

Al-only,  adv.  solely,  T.  v,  1779. 

Aloon,  adj.  alone ;  her  aloon,  all  by  her- 
self. E.  2478. 

Alose,  V.  commend.  T.  iv.  1473. 

Al-outerly,  a4v.  entirely,  absolutely,  3. 
1244;  All-utteriy.  HF.  296. 

Alpes,  pi.  bull-finches,  R.  658. 

Also,  Al-so,  adv.  and  conj.  as,  R.  212. 1122; 
adv.  so,  A  3104;  Alswa, also  (Northern), 
A  4085 ;  A.  maay,  as  many,  L.  528 ;  A. 
muche  as,  as  much  a^,  D  2134 ;  Als,  also, 


besides,  3.  728;  as,  B  2850;  frequently 
used  in  expressing  a  wish,  4.  267. 

Alteroacioun,  s,  altercation,  dispute,  B 
4427. 

Altlier-fGdrest,  adj,  superl,  fairest  of  all, 
R.625. 

Alther-fastest,  adv,  sup,  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, HF.  2131. 

Altherflrst,  adv,  first  of  all,  at  first,  HF. 
1368. 

Alther-flrste,  adj.  first  of  all,  3. 1173. 

Altitude,  s.  the  elevation  of  a  celestial 
object  above  the  horizon,  measured 
along  a  vertical  arc,  A.  pr.  60. 

Al-utterly;  see  Al-outerly. 

Alwey,  adv.  always,  ceaselessly,  all  the 
while,  A  185. 

Alyne,  adv.  m  an  exact  line,  A.  ii.  38.  27. 

Am,  am ;  inphr.  it  am  I ;  it  is  I,  B  X109. 

Amadrides,  s.pl.  hamadryads.  A  2928. 

Alinalgramiiifir»  <r*  the  formation  of  an 
amalgam,  G  771. 

A-mayed,  pp.  dismayed,  T.  i.  648. 

Aznbagres,  pi.  ambiguous  words,  T.  v. 
897. 

Axnbel,  $.  amble ;  an  a.,  in  an  amble,  at 
an  ambling  pace,  B  2075. 

Axnbes  as,  double  aces,  B  124. 

Amblere,  s.  an  ambling  nag,  A  469. 

Ameled,  pp.  enamelled,  R.  1080. 

Amenden,  v.  make  amends,  A  3074 ;  to 
surpass  in  demeanour,  F  97 ;  pr.  s.  subj. 
may  (He)  amend,  D  18 10  \pt.  s.  improved, 
R.  1427 ;  did  good,  3. 1 102 ;  //.  improved, 
B  4048 ;  remedied,  D  1097 ;  surpassed,  B 
3444. 

Amendement,  s.  amends,  A  4185. 

Amenuse,  ger.  to  lessen,  I  496 ;  v,  dimin- 
ish, I  360;  pr.  s.  diminishes,  I  359;  be- 
comes less,  A.  i.  21. 76. 

Amerciments,  s.  pi.  fines,  exactions, 
1752. 

Amesureth,  pr.  s.  measures,  B  2.  p  i.  95. 

Ameved,  pt.  s.  moved,  changed ;  nought 
a.,  changed  not,  altered  not,  E  498; 
Amoeved,//.  perturbed,  I  670. 

Amiable,  adj.  kind,  B  2168;  courteous, 
I  629;  kindly,  R.  1226. 

A-midde,  adv.  in  the  midst,  R.  147. 

Amidde,  prep,  amid,  in  the  midst  of.  F 

Amiddes,  adv.  in  the  midst,  5.  277. 
A-middes, /r<f/.  in  the  midst  of,  A.  i.  18. 

4 ;  in  the  middle.  A  2009. 
Amis,  adv.  amiss,  3. 1141 ;  wrong,  L.  1291 ; 

wrongly,  B  3370;  seyde  amis,  gave  an 

unwelcome  answer,  5.  446. 

Amoeve ;  see  ^jQeye, 
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Amonesteth,  pr,  s,  admonishes,  I  76; 

recommends.  B  2484. 
Amonestlngre,  s.  admonition,  I  518. 
Amongr,  adv.  as  well,  T.  iii.  1816;  all  the 

while,  3.  298. 
Amongres,  adv,  sometimes,  variously,  B  2. 

P  I-  "9. 
Amongres,  pr^.  amongst,  A  759. 
Amonlcioun,  s.  pointing  out.  B  x.  p  4. 10. 
Amorettes,  p/.  love-knots,  R.  892. 
Amor  vincit  omnia,  love  conquers  all,  A 

162. 
Aznorwe,  A-morwe,  on  the  morrow, 

A  822, 1621 ;  in  the  tnoming,  3.  1103. 
Amounteth,    pr,   s,    means,   A    2362; 

amounts  to,  F  108. 
Amphlboloeryes,  //.  ambiguities,  T.  iv. 

1406. 
Amy,  J.  friend,  C  318. 
Au,  a,  A  575 ;  An  eighte  busshels,  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  eight  bushels.  C  771. 
An,  prep.  on»;  An  heigh,  on  high,  E  2326. 
Ancille,  s.  handmaiden,  i.  109. 
Ancre,  J.  anchor,  10.38;  Anker,  L.  2501. 
And;  conj.  if,  6. 112;  H  217. 
Anes,  adv.  once  (Northern),  A  4074. 
Angrle*    s.   angle   (a  technical    term    in 

astrology),  B304;  angular  distance  from 

the  meridian,  A.  ii.  4.  48. 
Angrle-taook,  s.  fish-hook,  4.  238. 
Angri^o,  s.  anguish,  R.  320. 
Angruissh,  s.  anxiety,  B  3.  p  3.  55. 
Angruissheth,  pr,  s,  wounds,  pains,  B  3. 

m  7.  I. 
Angrulssous,    adj.   distressed,    R.    520; 

sorry,  I  304;  distressful,  T.  iii.  816. 
Anhangre,  ger.  to  hang,  C  259;  pp.  B 

3945* 

Anientissed,  pp.  brought  to  naught,  B 
2438. 

A-nigrht,  in  the  night,  A  1042 ;  at  night, 
D  1827. 

A-nigrbtes,  adv.  by  night,  R.  18. 

Anlas,  s.  a  short,  two-edged  knife  or 
dagger,  broad  at  the  hilt  and  tapering 
to  the  point,  formerly  worn  at  the 
girdle,  A  357. 

Annexed,  pp.  tied,  2.  72;  attached,  C 
482. 

Anni  collecti,  collected  ^ears,  A.  ii.  44.  27. 
When  a  table  contams  quantities  de- 
noting the  change  in  a  planet's  place 
during  round  periods  of  years,  such  as 
20,  40,  or  60  years,  such  a  change  is 
entered  under  the  heading  Anni  Collecti. 

Anni  expansi,  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  44. 
26.  When  a  table  contains  quantities 
denoting  the  change  in  a  planet's  place 


during  only  a  few  years,  vis.  from  i  to 

19    years,    such    changes   are    entered 

separately   under   the    headings    i,    2, 

3,  &c.,  years,  which  are  designated  the 

expanse  (or  separate)  years. 
Annis  collectis  et  expamsis,  the  collected 

years  and  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  45.  18. 

See  above. 
Annueleer,  s.   a   priest   who   received 

annual  payments,  a  chaplain,  G  1012. 
Annunolai./^.  pre-announced,  i.  e.  whose 

birth  was  foretold,  B  320^. 
Anon,  adv.  anon,  immediately,  at  once, 

A  32.  748. 
Anon-rlgrht,  adv,  immediately,  L.  1x5, 

1503- 
Anon-rigrtates,  adv.  immediately,  A  348a 
Anoy,  J.  vexation,  T.  iv.  845 ;  trouble,  B 

1320;  torture,  B  3.  m  12.  25;  sadness,  I 

678,  680;  pi.  troubles,  I  518. 
Anoye,  v.  annoy,  vex,  T.  iv.  1304; /r.  s. 

annoys,  vexes,  B  223k;   gives  ofltence, 

5.  518;   does  harm,  t    875;  impers.  it 

vexes,  G  1036;  pr.  pi,  harm,  B  2187; 

imp.  pi.  injure  ye,  B  494 ;  pp.  dbpleased, 

D  1848;  wearied,  I  726;  peevish,  I  1051. 
Anosrful,    adj.    annoying,    tiresome,    B 

2222. 
Anoyous,  adj.  annoying,  tedious,  B  2433 : 

disagreeable,  B  2235. 
Answere,  v.  answer,  D 1077 ;  a.  of,  answer 

for,  be  responsible  for,  L,  2212 ;  be  suit- 
able for,  B  4.  ^  3.  69. 
Answeringr,  s.  answer,  E  512. 
Antartik,  adj.  southern,  A.  ii.  25. 11. 
Antem,  s.  anthem,  B  1850. 
Antiptaoner,  s.  anthem-book,  B  1700. 
Antony,  fyr  of  selnt,  erysipelas,  I  427. 
Anvelt,  s.  anvil,  3. 1165. 
Any-thlngr,  at  all,  in  any  degree,  T.  x; 

848. 
Aomement,  s.  adornment,  I  432. 
Apaire ;  see  Apeiren. 
Apalled,  pp.  vapid,  I  723 ;  weakened,  A 

3053 ;  pale,  F  36? ;  languid.  B  1292. 
Aparayles,  s.  pi.  ornaments,  B  2.  p  4. 

69.     f  Lat.  omamentis.) 
Aparalle,  v.  apparel,  D  343 ;  prepare,  L. 

2473;  Apparaillen,  v.  prepare,  B  2532; 

pr.s.  endues,  I  462;  imp.  s.  prepare,  B 

2534. 
ApcuuilementB,  s.  pi.  ornaments,  B  2. 

p  5-  i8i- 
Aparceyve;  see  Aperceive. 
Apassed,  pp.  passed  away,  B  2.  p  5*  35- 
Apaye,  v.  to  satisfy;^,  satisfied,  'T.  v. 

1249;  pleased,  T.  iir.  421;  yvel  a.,  iU 

pleased,  I.^  80;  E  1052. 
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Apayre ;  see  Apeiren. 

Apayse ;  see  Apese. 

Ape,  s.  ape,  HF.  121a;  dupe,  A  3389;  //. 

dupes,  T.  i.  913. 
Apeiren, /^^.  to  injure,  impair,  A  3147; 

V,  I  1079 ;  grow  worse,  H  F.  7^6 ;  i  pr. 

pi,  perish,  T.  ii.  399 ;  pp,  impaired,  B  i. 

p  5.  67 ;  injured,  T.  i.  38. 
Aperoeive,  v.  perceive,  E  600;  Ap4r- 

cey ve,  T.  iv.  656 ;  pr.  s,  discerns,  I  294. 
Apercey vingres, //.  perceptions,  obser- 
vations, F  286. 
Apert,  adi,  manifest,  I  649. 
Apert,  adv,  openJ^,  F  531. 
Apertenant,  tidj,  belondng  to,  such  as 

belongs  to,  a.  70 ;  suitable,  E  loia 
Aperteneth,  pr.  s,  impers,  appertains,  B 

2171 ;  /r.  //.  I  83 ;  pres.  pt,  belonging, 

078^. 
Apertiy ,  adv.  openly ;  clearly,  I  994. 
Apese,   Apeise,  v,  appease,  pacify;  E 

433 ;  "f^P'  pl'  mitigate,  4.  10;  pr,  s,  refi, 

is  pacified,  B  3051;  a/r.  pL  T.  iii.  aa; 

pt.  s,  B  aa9o;  pp.  appeased,  T.  i.  asa 
Apesrre ;  see  Apeire. 
Apeyse ;  see  Apese. 
Apose ;  see  Appose. 
Apotecarie,  s.  apothecary.  B  4138 ;  pi, 

preparers  of  medicines,  A  4a5. 
Appalled ;  see  A];>alle. 
Apparaimte,  adj.  pi.  apparent,  manifest, 

R.5. 

Apparence,  s.  appearance,  F  ai8 ;  seem- 
ing, HF.  365;  apparition,  F  i6oa;  false 
show,  F  1157;  pi.  apparitions,  F  1140. 

Appese ;  see  Apese. 

Appetyt,  s.  desire,  A  1680. 

Appetyteth,  pr.  s.  seeks  to  have,  desires, 
L.i58a. 

Applyen,  v.  be  attached  to,  Bj^.  p  4.  14. 

Apposed,  //.  s.  questioned,  G  363 ;  pp. 
opposed,  alleged,  B  i.  p  5. 54. 

Apprentys,  adj.  unskilled,  as  novices, 
R.687. 

Appreved,  pp.  approved,  E  1349. 

Appropred,  pp.  appropriated,  made  the 
property  of,  14,  l8. 

Appro wours,  pi.  approvers,  informers, 

Aprochen,  v.  approach,  T.  v.  i. 
Apurtenfiuice,   s.   appurtenance;   pi.  I 

793- 
Apyked,    pp.    trimmed,    adorned,  '  A 

365. 
Aqueynte  me,  make  myself  acquainted, 

3.  532;  pi.  pi.  became  acquainted,  HF. 

a$o ;  pp.  acquainted,  B  1319. 
Aquylve,  imp.  s.  requite,  T.  ii.  laoo. 


Araoe,  v.  eradicate,  uproot,  T.  v.  954; 

tear  away,  6.  ao;  pr.  s.  zubj,  root  out, 

eradicate,  T.  iii.  1015:  pp.  torn,  borne 

along;  torn  away.  B  3.  p  11.  X65. 
Araise ;  see  Areise. 
Aray,  s.  array,  dress,  L.  1505;  arrange- 
ment, T.  iii.  536;  state,  dress,  A  41,  73; 

attire,  I  93a ;  array  of  garments,  L.  3607 ; 

order,  E  ^2;  ordinance,  £  670;  position, 

D  902;  condition,  A  934. 
Arayed,  pp.  dressed,  ready,  T.  iii.  423; 

clad,  R.  472;  adorned,  T.  ii.  1187;  wel 

a.,  well  situated,  T.  it  680 ;  equipped,  A 

3046;  dressed,  F  389;  ordered,  B  252; 

appointed,  F  1187. 
ArDltre,  s.  will,  choice.  B  5.  p  3, 18. 
Arches ;  see  Ark. 
Archaunffel,  s.  titmouse,  R.  915. 
Archewyves,   s.  pi.  archwives,    ruling 

wives,  E  1 195. 
Ardaunt,  adj.  ardent,  B  3.  m   12.  15; 

eager,  B  4.  p  3.  116. 
Arede,  v.  explain,  disclose,  T.  ii.  1505; 

counsel,  T.  iv.  1112;  interpfet,  3.  289; 

ger.  to  divine,  T.  ii.  132. 
Axeise,  V.  raise ;  Areysen,  ger.  to  levy, 

I  567;  pp.  praised,  ll  1525;  raised,  A. 

ii.  a.  7. 
Arest,  s,  rest  (for  a  spear),  A  a6oa. 
Areste,  s.  arrest,  B  4090;  detention,  A 

1310;  responsibility,  E  laSa;   delay,  L. 

806;   hesitation,  L.  1929;   deliberation. 

L.397. 

Areste,  v.  stop  (a  horse),  A  827;  Do  a., 
cause  to  be  stopped,  B  4210. 

Aretten,  v.  impute,  B  2.  p  4.  14 ;  A.  upon. 
pr.  s.  accuses,  I  580;  pr.pl.  sudj.  ascribe, 
I  1002;  ye  n'arette  it  not,  ye  impute  it 
not,  consider  it  not,  A  726 ;  pp.  imputed, 
A  2729. 

A-rewe,  adv.  successively,  lit.  In  a  row, 
D  1254. 

Areyse ;  see  Areise. 

Argroile,  s.  crude  tartar,  G  813. 

Argruingre,  s.  argument,  L.  475. 

Argriunented,  pt.  s.  argued,  T.  I  377. 

Arlg^ht,  adv.  rightly,  well,  A  267 ;  aright, 
G  1418 ;  properly,  F  694;  wholly,  A  189 ; 
exactly,  T.  v.  364 ;  certainly,  B  3135. 

Arisen,  Arist ;  see  Aryse. 

Ariste,  s.  arising,  rising,  A.  ii.  la.  16. 

Ark,  s.  arc,  referring  to  the  arc  of  the 
horizon  extending  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, B  a;  daily  course  of  the  sun,  E 
1795;  ^rc,  the  apparent  angular  dis- 
tance passed  over  by  the  sun  in  a  day 
and  a  night,  A,  iL  7.  la;  Arches,  pi. 
arcs,  A.  ii.  7.  15. 
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ArmeSy //.  arms,  weapons,  7.  i ;  coat-of- 

arms,  A  1012. 
Arm-^reet,  ad;\  thick  as  one's  arm,  A 

je,  s.  putting  on  of  armour,  B 


Armip 


Lipotente,  ad;\  powerful  in  arms, 
A  1982. 

Armoniak,  adj.  ammoniac;  applied  to 
do/e,  G  790,  and  sal,  G  798.  It  is  a 
corruption  of  Lat.  armeniacum^  i.  e.  Ar- 
menian. 

Armonye,  s,  harmony,  3.  313. 

Armure,  s,  defensive  armour,  4.  130;  B 
2009. 

Armurers,  //.  armourers,  A  2507. 

Am,  pr,  pU  are,  HF.  1008. 

' Aroos ;  see  Aryse. 

A-roiune,  adv,  at  large,  in  an  open 
space,  HF.  540. 

A-rowe,  adv,  in  a  row,  HF.  1835. 

Arowe,  s. ;  see  Arwe. 

Arrace ;  see  Arace. 

Array,  Arraye ;  see  Aray,  Arayed. 

Arrerafire,  s,  arrears,  A  602. 

Arrette ;  see  Aretten. 

Arrivafire,  s.  coming  to  shore,  HF.  223. 

Arry  ve,  v,  arrive,  come  to  land,  10.  38 ; 
pr,  s,  (it)  arrives,  L.  2309;  //.  s,  drove 
ashore,  B  4.  m  3.  i;  yvel-a,,  ill-fated, 
R.  io68.  ^ 

Ars-znetryke,  j.  arithmetic,  D  2222. 

Aitelleries,  s,  pi,  engines  for  shooting, 
B2S23. 

Arten,^^.  to  constrain,  urge,  T.  i.  388. 

Artlflcutl,  adi,  A.  ii.  7.  rub.  The  day 
artificial  is  the  length  of  the  day,  from 
the  moment  of  sunrise  to  that  of 
sunset. 

Artik,  northern,  A.  i.  14.  la 

ArtQW,  art  thou,  A  1141;  thou  art,  L. 
986. 

Arwe,  s,  arrow,  T.  il  641 ;  Arowe,  7. 185 ; 
pi,  arrows,  A  107. 

Aryse,  v,  arise,  be  raised,  T.  iv.  1480; 
pr,  s,  rises,  I  971 ;  Arist,  pr,  s,  {contr, 
from  ariseth)  arises,  B  265 ;  Ard6s,  ft,  s. 
arose,  5.  575 ;  stood  up,  L.  831 ;  Ansen, 
//.  fl,  arose,  T.  ii.  1598 ;  Aryse,  pr,  s, 
subj,  may  arise;  Fro  the  sonne  aryse, 
from  the  point  where  the  sun  rises. 

Arjrsinffy  s,  rising,  rise,  A.  ii.  12.  i. 

Aryve,  s,  lit.  arrival;  landing,  disem- 
barkation of  troops,  A  60. 

Arjrve :  see  Arryve. 

As,  so  (in  asseverations),  3.  838, 1235;  an 
expletive,  expressing  a  wish,  commonly 
lised  wifh  an  imperative,  e.  g.  as  lat. 


pray  let,  B  859;  as  Une,  pray  lend,  A 

r77,  &c. ;  As,  like,  B  18(64;  ^  that, 
1018 ;  As  after,  according  to,  B  3555 ; 
As  ferforth  as,  as  £ar  as,  B  19;  As  in. 
i.  e.  for,  B  3688 ;  As  now,  at  present,  at 
this  time,  A  2264;  on  the  present 
occasion,  G  944:  for  the  present,  G 
1019;  As  nouthe,  as  at  this  time,  at 
present,  A  462;  As  of,  with  respect  to, 
5.  26;  As  swythe,  as  soon  as  pnossible, 
at  once,  7.  226;  As  that,  as  soon  as, 
F  615 ;  as  though,  3. 1200 ;  As  ther,  there, 
4.  117 ;  As  to,  with  reference  to,  F  107 ; 
As  to  my  wit,  as  it  seems  to  me,  5. 
547. 

As,  s,  an  ace,  B  3851 ;  Ambes as,//,  double 
aces,  B  124. 

Asay ;  see  Assay. 

Ascaunce,  as  if,  perhaps,  G  838 ;  in  case 
that,  L.  2203 ;  Ascaunces,  as  if.  D  1745 ; 
as  if  to  say,  T.  i.  205,  292.  Compounded 
of  E.  as,  and  O.  F.  quanses,  as  ii. 

Asoenoioiin,  s.  ascension,  ascending 
degree,  B  4045 ;  rising  up,  G  778. 

Ascende,  v.  ascend,  rise  (a  term  in 
astrology),  I  11;  pres,  part,  ascending, 
in  the  ascendant,  i.  e.  near  the  eastern 
horizon,  F  264, 

Ascendent,  s,  ascendant,  A  417 ;  //.  HF. 
1268.  The  'ascendant*  is  that  degree 
of  the  ecliptic  which  is  rising  above 
the  horizon  at  a  given  moment. 

Asemble ;  see  Assemble. 

Ase\iraunce,  s,  assurance,  T.  v.  1259. 

Ash ;  see  Asshe. 

Ashamed,  pp,  put  to  shame,  A  2667 ;  fifr 
pure  a,,  for  veiy  shame,  T.  ii.  656. 

Asketh,  pr.  s,  requires,  T.  i.  339. 

AskhigTi  s,  (question,  L.  313. 

Aslake,  v.  diminish,  A  3553 ;  pp,  assuaged, 
A  1760. 

Asonder,  adv,  asunder,  apart,  A  491. 

Asp,  s,  aspen  tree,  A  29^1;  colUctivefy^ 
R.  1384.    A.  S.  <Bps, 

Aspect,  J.  an  (astrological)  aspect,  A 1087. 
An  '  aspect '  is  the  angular  distance 
between  two  planets.  The  principal 
aspects  are^v^,  viz.  conjunction,  sextile, 
quartile,  tnne,  and  opposition,  corre- 
sponding to  the  angular  oistances  o*^,  60^, 
90*^  120°,  and  180°,  respectively. 

Aspen-leef ,  s,  leaf  of  an  aspen  tree,  D 
J667. 

Aspre^  adj.  sharp,  bitter,  T.  iv.  827; 
vexatious,  B  3.  p  8.  19;  cruel,  B  2.  p 
8.  39 ;  fierce,  hardy,  7.  23. 

Asprenesse,  s,  asperity,  B  4.  p  4. 159. 

Aspye,  s,  spy.  C  755. 
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Aapye,  v.  spy,  see,  A  1430;  Aspyen,  v, 

behold.  T.  li.  649. 
Assaut,  s.  assault,  A  989. 
Assay,  J.  trial,  D  290 ;  doon  his  a.,  make 

his   attempt,   L.  1594;    A-say,  test,  L. 

38  a. 
Assaye,  v,  try,  make  trial  of,  B  3149; 

try,  ^.  574 ;  endeavour,  F  1567 ;  ^er,  to 

assail,  T.  i.  928 ;  pr.  s,  experiences,  B  3. 

m  a.  13;  pr,  pi,  try,  L.  487;   imp,  fh 

try,  E  1740;  i^^.  proved,  tested,  tried, 

experienced,  T.  iii.  laao,  1447;  A  181 1. 
Assayle;  seeAssaile. 
Asse^e,  J.  siege,  T.  i.  464,  ii.  107. 
Assegre,  v,  besiege;  //.  //.  T.  i.  60;  pp, 

A88x. 
Assemble,  v. ;  come  together,  1 909 ;  ^er, 

to  amass,  B  3.  p  8.  8 ;  ^.  A  717 ;  united, 

Gso. 
AssembliniTOt  S'  union,  I  904,  917. 
Assendent ;  see  Ascendent. 
Assente,  v,  agree  to,  A  374;  assent,  A 

3093;    consent,  B    3469;   agree,  £  11, 

Asshe  (i),  X.  ash-tree,  5. 176;  collectively, 

ash-trees,  R.  1384. 
Asshe  (a),  s,  ash  (of  something  burnt)  ; 
Asshen,//.  ashes,  7.  17^;  A  1302. 

Assollen,  ger,  to  discharge,  pay,  B  5. 
p  1. 15 ;  V,  loosen ;  pr,  s,  alnolve,  pardon, 
C  913;  pp,  explained,  B  ^.  p  6.  311. 

Assoilmgr,  j.  absolution,  A  661. 

Assure,  s,  assurance,  protestation,  7.  331. 

Assure,  v,  feel  secure,  trust,  T.  v.  870; 
rely,  T.  v.  1624;  declare  (to  be)  sure, 
7.90. 

Assyse,  s,  assize,  session,  A  314 ;  judge- 
ment, I.  36 ;  position.  R.  900. 

Asterte,  v,  escape,  L.  1802 ;  A  1595 ;  es- 
cape m>m,  L.  2338;  D  968;  get  away, 
withdraw,  3.  11^;  release,  D  1314;  pt, 
s,  escaped,  T.  lii.  97;  pp,   escaped,  B 

437. 
Astonie,  v,  astonish;  fr.  s,  astonishes, 

HF.  1 174;  pp.  astonisned,  T.  i.  274,  iii. 

1089. 
Aston3rlnsre,  s.  astonishment,  B  4.  p  5. 33. 
Astore,  v.  to  store ;  pp.  A  609. 
Astrolabie,  s.  astrolabe,  A.  pr.  4. 
Astrolofirien,  s.  astrologer,  astronomer, 

03*4. 
Astroloffye,  s.  astrology,  A  3192,  3514. 
Astromye  (ySv  Astronomye) ,  an  ignorant 

form,  A  3451.  3457. 
Asure,  J.  azure,  R.  477. 
Asweve,  v, ;  pp,  dazed,  put  to  sleep,  HF. 

549* 
A-swown,  adv,  {from  pp.)  in  a  swoon. 


L.  2207;  Aswowe,  7.  354;  hence  As- 
wowne,  in  a  swoon,  T.  iii.  1092 ;  A  3823. 

At,  prep,  at,  A  20,  &c. ;  of,  R.  378 ;  as  to, 
6. 114 ;  by,  D  2095 ;  in  the  presence  of, 
T.  ii.  984;  with,  beside,  HF.  1593;  to, 
HF.  1603;  At  me,  with  respect  to  me, 
B  1075;  At  erste,  firste  of  all,  HF.  512; 
At  his  large,  free,  free  to  speak  or  be 
silent,  A  2288;  At  on.  at  one,  agreed, 
A  4197;  At  shorte  wordes,  briefly,  5. 
481;  At  regard,  with  regard,  I  180;  At 
y6,  at  (your)  eye,  with  your  own  eyes, 
visibly,  A  3016;  have  at  thee,  I  attack 
thee,  L.  1383. 

At-after,  prep,  after,  B  1445. 

Atake,  V,  overtake,  G  556, 585. 

Ataste,  2pr,  s,  subj,  taste,  B  2.  p  i.  41. 

Ataynt ;  see  Atteine. 

Atasir,  s,  evil  influence,  B  305. 

Atempraunoe,  s.  temperament,  B  4.  p  6. 
214;  adjustment,  moKleration,  temper- 
ance, C  46. 

Atempre,  adj,  temperate,  mild,  L.  128, 
1483 ;  moderate,  T.  i.  953 ;  mild,  5.  204 ; 
R.  131 ;  modest,  I  932. 

Atempre,  i% ;  pr,  s,  attempers,  B  i.  m  2. 
23 ;  reft,  controls  himself,  B  2704. 

Atemprely,  adv,  temperately,  I  861; 
moderately,  B  2728. 

Atemprln^e,  s,  controlling,  B  5.  p  4.  loi. 

Ateyne ;  see  Atteine. 

Athamaunt,  s,  adamant,  A  1305. 

Athlnken,  v.  displease,  T.  v.  878;  Athink- 
eth,  pr,  s.  impers,  (it)  repents,  T.  L  io<a 

At-ones,  adv.  at  once,  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  B  670. 

Atoon,  adv,  at  one,  E  437. 

At-rede,  v,  surpass  in  counsel,  T.  iv. 
1456;  A  2449. 

At-renne,  v,  surpass  in  runnmg,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

Attamed,  pp,  broached,  B  4008. 

Attayne;  see  Atteine. 

Atte,  for  at  the,  D  404;  Atte  beste,  in 
the  best  way,  A  29,  7.19;  Atte  fan,  at 
the  fan,  H  ^2;  Atte  tulle,  at  the  full, 
completely,  A  651;  Atte  gate,  at  the 
gate,  B  1563;  Atte  hasard,  at  dice, 
C  608;  Atte  laste,  at  the  last,  B  506; 
Atte  leste,  at  the  least,  at  least,  B  38; 
Atte  Bowe,  at  Bow,  A  125. 

Atteine,  v,  attain,  R.  1495:  succeed  in, 
4.  161 ;  pp,  apprehended,  B  3.  p  3.  25. 

Attempre;  see  Atempre. 

Attry,  adj,  venomous,  I  583. 

A-tweyn,  adv.  in  two,^.  1193. 

A-twinne,  adv.  apart,  T.  iii.  1666. 

Atwixe,  prep,  betwixt,  R.  854. 


Bb 
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A-twlxen,  prep,  between,  T.  v.  472. 

A-tWOy  in  twain,  7.  94 ;  L.  758. 

A-tjrr,  s.  attire,  dress,  T.  i.  i8i. 

Auctor ;  see  Auctour. 

Auctoritee,  s.  authority,  B  2355 ;  recog- 
nised text,  A  3000 ;  statements  of  good 
authors,  D  i. 

Auctour,  s.  author,  HF.  314;  originator, 
H  359 ;  creator,  T.  iii.  1765. 

Audience,  s,  hearing.  5.  308;  audience, 
B  3991 ;  open  assembly,  D  1032. 

Au^nm,  s.  aI|;orism,  i.  e.  numeration;  A. 
i.  7.  6;  Arabic  numerals,  A.  i.  8/6. 

Auerrim-stones,  //.  counters  for  calcu- 
lating, A  3210. 

Auncessour,  s,  ancestor ;  //.  R.  391. 

Auncestre,  s,  ancestor,  5. 41. 

Auncetrye,  /.  ancestry,  A  3982. 

Aunffel,  s,  angel.  R.  916. 

Aunerellyk,  adj,  angelical.  T.  i.  102. 

Aunerellyke,  adv.  like  an  angel.  L.  236. 

Auntre  it,  v,  risk  it.  A  4209;  Auntred 
him,//,  s.  adventured  himself.  A  4205. 

Auntrous,  adj.  adventurous,  B  2099. 

Autentyke,  adj.  authentic,  3. 1086. 

Auter,  s.  altar,  5.  249. 

Ayale,  v.  fall  down,  T.  iii.  626;  doflf,  take 
off,  A  3122 ;  Avalen,  pr.  pi.  sink  down. 

Avantaere,  s,  advantage,  F  772;  to  don 
his  a.,  to  suit  his  own  interests.  B  729 ; 
as  adj.  advantageous,  B  146. 

Avante ;  see  Avaunte. 

Ayaunce,  v.  promote,  L.  2022 ;  ger.  T.  i. 
518;  be  profitable,.  A  246;  cause  to 
prosper,  HF.  640;  help,  10.  31. 

Ayaunt,  s,  vaunt,  boast,  A  227,  C  1457. 

Ayaunte  (her),  v.  rejl.  boast  (herself),  7. 
296;  ger,  to  extol,  HF.  1788;  v,  re/l, 
boast,  vaunt  himself,  D  1014. 

Ayauntinff ,  s,  boasting,  A  3884. 

Ayauntour,  s.  boaster,  5.  43a 

Ayenaunt,  adJ,  graceful,  comely,  R.  1263. 

Ayentayle,  s.  ventail,  E  1204. 

Ayenture,  J.  chance,  4.  21 ;  peril,  B  1151 ; 
misfortune,  L.  657;  fortune,  i8.  22; 
luck,  T.  ii.  288,  291;  circumstance,  L. 
1907;  0/  a,,  by  chance,  HF.  2090;  on  a., 
in  case  of  mishap.  T.  v.  298;  in  a.,  in 
the  hands  of  fortune,  T.  i.  784 ;  per  a., 
petchance,  A.  ii.  12.  6 ;  in  a.  and  grace, 
on  luck  and  favour,  4. 60;  good  a.,  good 
fortune,  5.  131,  7.  324;  pf.  adventures, 
A  795 ;  accidents.  C  934. 

Ayenturous,  ad/,  random,  B  i.  p  6.  98 ; 
adventitious  (Ijit./ortuiia),  B  2.  p  4.  17. 

Aylsee,  adj.  deliberate.  L.  1521. 

Aylsioun,  s.  vision,  R.  9 ;  H  F.  7. 

Ayouterye,  s.  adultery.  5.  361. 


Ayoutier,  s,  adulterer;  p/,  I  841. 

Aycw,  s,  vow,  A  2414,  2237. 

Ayowe,  v.  avow,  own,  proclaim,  G  642 ; 
pr.  s.  vows,  7.  355. 

Ayoy,  inter;,  fie !  B  4098. 

Ayys,  s.  advice,  consideration,  opinion, 
A  786,  B  2442. 

Ayyse,  v,  consider,  T.  i.  364;  contem- 
plate. T.  v.  1814;  re/,  tjonsider,  B  664; 
imp,  s,  take  heed,  A  4188 ;  imp,  pi.  con- 
sider, deliberate,  A  3185;  pp,  clearly 
seen,  R.  475;  with  mind  made  up,  T. 
iii.  1 186;  advised,  careful,  A  3584; 
deliberate.  I  448;  wary,  A  4333;  fore- 
warned, B  2538 ;  well  tf.,  well  advised, 
B2514. 

Ayysely ,  adv,  advisedly,  B  2488 ;  seriously, 
I  1024 ;  carefully,  A.  ii.  29.  29. 

Ayysement,  s,  consideration,  B  2941; 
counsel,  T.  ii.  343;  deliberation.  B  86; 
determination,  L.  1417. 

Await,  s.  watch,  D  1657;  surveillance,  H 
149;  waiting,  T.  iii.  57^;  watchfulness. 
T.  iii.  457;  Have  hir  m  awa)rt,  watch 
her,  B  3915;  pi.  plots,  B  3.  p  8.  11. 

Awaite,  v,  await;  pr,  s,  waits,  i.  11 1; 
watches,  B  1776. 

Awaitiner,  J.  attendance,  7.  2sa 

Ayraitour,  s.  lier  in  wait.  B  4.  p  3. 122. 

Awake,  v.  wake,  awake ;  Awook,  i  pt,  s, 
aroused,  3.  1324;  pt.  s.  awoke,  F  367; 
Awaked,  pt.  s,  awoke,  A  2523. 

Award,  s.  decision.  I  ^83. 

A  wen,  own  (Northern),  A  4239. 

A-wepe,  a-weeping,  in  tears,  T.  ii.  408. 

A-werke,  adv.  at  work,  D  215. 

Aweye,  adv,  out  of  the  way,  done  with, 
T.  ii.  123;  gone,  7.  319;  from  home,  B 
593 ;  astray,  B  609. 

Aweyward,  adv.  away,  backwards,  H 
262. 

Awhai>e,  v,  amaze;  pj>.  scared.  L.  132; 
stupefied,  7.  215 ;  confounded,  T.  i.  316. 

Awook ;  see  Awake. 

Awreke,  v.  avenge,  ^\\\  pr.s,  avenges, 
R.27S',pp.  H298;  A3752. 

Awry,  adv.  on  one  side,  R.  291. 

Axen,  v.  ask,  L.  835 ;  Axe  at,  ask  of,  T.  ii. 
894 ;  pr,  s,  requires,  T.  ii.  227. 

Aziner»  -f.  question,  L.  239  a ;  request,  A 
1826. 

Ay,  adv.  aye,  ever,  A  63,  233;  Ay  whyl 
that,  all  the  while  that,  4.  252. 

Ay-dwellinere,  adj,  perpetual,  ever-abid- 
ing. B  5.  p  6.  97. 

Ayein,  prep,  opposite  to,  T.  ii.  920; 
against,  T.  i.  902. 

Ayein,  adv.  again,  back,  5.  loa 
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A.yeln4edinfire,  adj,  returning,  recon- 
ducting. B  3.  m  9. 42. 

A.yein8,  prep,  against,  A  1787 ;  towards, 
at  the  approach  of,  5.  34a. 

A.yein8,  adv.  against,  to.  A  3155. 

Ayeinward,  adv.  again,  on  the  other 
hand.  B  a.  p  4.  126;  back  again.  T.  iii. 
750,  iv.  1581. 

Ayel,  s.  grandfather.  A  2477. 

Azlniut,  s,  azimuth,  A.  ii.  31.  22. 


Ba.  V.  kiss,  D  433 ;  imp.  s.  A  3709. 

BaDewlnne8,/|/.  (lit. baboons) ,  grotesque 
figures  in  architecture.  HF.  1189. 

Bachelere,  s.  young  knight,  R.  918, 1469; 
an  aspirant  to  knighthood,  A  80. 

Bachelrye,  s.  bachelor-hood,  H  125 ;  com- 
pany of  young  men,  £  270. 

Bad;  seeBidde. 

Badder,  adj.  comp.  worse.  F  224. 

Ba^TfiTO,  V. ;  pr,  s.  looks  askant.  3.  623. 

Bafffirepype,  s.  bagpipe.  A  565. 

Bairfirlnerly»  (^v.  squintingly.  K.  292. 

Baite,  V.  bait;  feed,  B  466;//.  baited, 
tormented.  R.  1612. 

Bak,  J.  back.  3.  957;  cloth  for  the  back, 
coarse  mantle,  rough  cloak.  G  881. 

Bakbsrter,  s.  backbiter,  1 495. 

Bakke  metes,  baked  meats,  meat  pies, 

l445- 
Bakhalf,  the  back  or  flat  side  of  the 

astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  i. 
Bak-side,  s.  the  back  of  the  astrolabe,  A. 

».  15.  3- 
Balaunce,  s.  a  balance,  G  611 ;  in  balaunce. 


in  jeopardy,  G  611 ;  in  suspense,  q.  loai. 

,3.  535 ;  for  bote  ne  Oai 
good  nor  for  ill,  3.  227. 


Bale,  J.  sorrow,  3.  535 ;  for  bote  ne  bale^  for 


Balke,  s.  balk,  beam.  A  3920;  pi,  trans- 
verse beams  beneath  a  roof,  A  3626. 

Balled,  adj.  bald.  A  198.  2518. 

Bane,  s.  death,  L.  2159;  destruction,  HF. 
408;  cause  of  death,  A  1097;  slayer,  T. 
iv.  333. 

Banes,  pi.  bones  (Northern),  A  4073, 

Bar,  Bare ;  see  Bere',  v. 

Barbe,  s.  barb  (part  of  a  woman's  head- 
dress, still  sometimes  used  by  nuns, 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  white  plaited 
linen,  passed  over  or  under  the  chin, 
and  reaching  midway  to  the  waist) ,  T. 
ii.  no. 

Barbre,  adj.  barbarian,  B  281. 

Barelne,  adj.  barren,  B  68,  D  372. 

Barel  ale,  barrel  of  ale,  B  3083. 

Bark,  s.  (of  a  tree),  T.  iii.  727. 

Bb 


Barm-clooth,  s.  apron,  A  32^. 

Barme,  s.  {dot.)  bosom,  lap.  B  3256. 3630. 

BaronagrOf  s.  assembly  of  barons.  A  3096. 

Barre,  s.  bar,  A  1075 ;  Barres,  //.  stripes 
across  a  girdle.  A  329. 

Bcured,  pp.  furnished  with  •  bars,'  A  3225. 

Barrin^e,  s.  adorning  with  (hefaldic) 
bars,  I  417. 

Basilicok,  s.  basilisk,  I  853. 

Baste,  V.  baste;  pres.part.  basting,  tack- 
ing on,  R.  104. 

Bataile,  s.  battle,  fight.  L.  1647 ;  troop.  B 
5.  m  I.  4. 

Batailen,  v.  fight.  B  i.  p  4.  251. 

Batailled,  a^.  embattled.  1.  e.  notched 
with  indentations,  B  405a 

Batere,  v.  batter ;  pr.  s.  strikes.  I  556. 

Bathe,  both  (Northern),  A  4087. 

Bathe,  ^er.  to  bathe,  to  bask,  T.  ii.  849 ; 
rejl.  to  bask,  B  4457. 

Bauderye,  s,  bawdry,  act  of  a  pandar,  T. 
"i*  397 :  niirth.  A  1026. 

Baudrik,  s.  baldnc,  belt  worn  trans- 
versely over  one  shoulder,  A  116. 

Baudy,  adj.  dirty,  G  635. 

Baume,  s.  balm,  HF.  1686. 

Baundon,  s,  power,  disposal,  R.  1163. 

Bay,  adj.  bay-coloured,  A  2157. 

Bayard,  a  horse's  name ;  a  horse,  A  41 15. 

Be-,  prefix  ;  see  also  Bi-. 

Beau,  adj.  fair;  beau  sir,  fSair  sir.  HF. 643. 

Be-bled,  pp.  bloodied,  covered  with  blood. 
B  3.  m  2. 14. 

Beblotte,  imp.  s.  blot,  T.  ii.  1027. 

Bechen,  adj.  made  of  beech,  G  1160. 

Become,  v.  go  to,  L.  2214 ;  pp.  gone  to,  7. 

Bed,  s.  L.  221 1 ;  station.  B  3862;  bed  (of 

herbs),  B  441 1. 
Beddinere,  s.  couch,  A  1616. 
Bede,  v.  offer,  proffer,  HF.  32;  G  1065: 

I  pr.  s.  proffer,  7.  304 ;   Bedeth,  pr.  s. 

proffers,  E  1784;  Bede,  \  pt.pl.  directed, 

told,  I  6^ ;  Boden,;^^.  commanded,  T.  iii. 

691 ;  ordered.  L.  206. 
Bede,  pt.pl.  and  pp.  of  Bidde. 
Beden,  pt.  pi.  of  Bidde. 
Bedes,  pi.  beads,  A  159. 
Bedote,  v.  befeol,  L.  1547. 
Bedrede,  adj.  bedridden,  D  1769. 
Beek,  s.  beak,  F  418. 
Beem,  s.  balk.  B  4362;  Bemes.//.  beams, 

R.  1574. 
Been,  pi.  bees,  F  204. 
Beer,  bare ;  pt.  s.  of  Bere. 
Beest,  J.  beast,  F  460 ;  Beest  roial  =  royal 

beast,  i.  e.   Leo,  F  264;   brute,  G  288; 

beast,  quarry,  R.  1452. 
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Beet,  //.  s,  and  imp.  s,  of  Bete. 
Beetn,  imp.  pi,  of  Ben,  to  be. 
Beererostere,  j.  beggar,  properly  a  female 

beggar,  A  242. 
Behette ;  see  Bibote. 
Bekke,   i  pr.  s.  (I)  nod,  C  396;  pt,  s, 

nodded  to,  T.  ii.  1260. 
Bel  amy,  i.  e.  good  friend,  fair  friend,  C 

318 ;  Bele,  adj.  fern,  fair,  beautiful,  HF. 

1796;  Bele  chere,  excellent  fare,  B  1599; 

Bele  chose,  beautiful  part,  D  447. 
Belle,  J.  bell,  T.  ii.  1615;  (of  a  clock),  3. 

1322;    (sign 'of  an   inn),  A  719;    here 

the  b.,  be  the  first,  T.  iii.  198. 
Belweth,  fr.  s.  roars,  HF.  1803. 
Bely,  s.  belly,  B  2167. 
Bely,  s.  a  pair  of  bellows,  I  351. 
Bely-naked,  adj.  entirely  naked,  E  1326. 
Berne,  s.  trumpet,  HF.  1240;  //.  B  4588. 
BSn,  Been,  v.  be,  i.  182 ;  i  pr.  pi.  are,  3. 

582;  Ben,  apr.pl.  B  122;  consist,  I  82; 

Beth,  pr.  fl.  are,  F  648 ;  Be,  pr.  1.  subi. 

exists,  it  should  be,  4.  49 ;  Be,  i  pr.  s.  sub/. 

be,  am,  D  1245;   Beth,  imp.  pi.  be,  C 

683;  Been,  pp.  3.  530;  A  199;   Be,  pp. 

been,  R.  322;  /  Aad  be,  I  should  have 

been,  3.  222 ;  Be  as  be  may,  be  it  as  it 

may,  however  it  be,  L.  1852 ;  Be  what  she 

be,  be  she  who  she  may,  T.  i.  679 ;  Lat 

be,  let  alone,  D  1289. 
Bench,  s.  bench,  T.  ii.  91 ;  table,  B  1548 ; 

bench  (law  court),  i.  159. 
Bend,  s.  band,  R.  1079. 


Bende,  v.  bend,  R.  1334 ;  turn,  T.  ii.  1250 
ft.  s.  bent.   H     '       -^ 
29 ;  arcned,  A  3246. 


Bente,  pt.  s.  bent.   H  264 ;  Bent,  pp.  i. 


Bendlngre,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bends,  I  417.  A  bend^  in  heraldrv,  is 
a  broad  diagonal  band  upon  a  shield. 

Bdne,  s.  bean,  11.  29. 

Benedicite,  bless  ye  (the  Lord),  A  1785; 
(pronounced  ben'citi),  T.  i.  780,  &c. 

Benisoun,  s.  benison.  blessing,  B  2288. 

Bent,  s.  gi  assv  slope ;  Bente,  dat.  A  1981. 

Berafte;  seeBireve. 

Berd,  s.  beard,  A  270,  2173 ;  in  the  berd, 
face  to  face,  T.  iv.  41 ;  make  a  berd,  de- 
ceive, A  4096;  irake  his  berd,  delude 
him,  D  361. 

Bdre,  1.  bear,  L.  1214;  the  constellations 
Ursa  Major  and  Ursa  Minor,  HF.  1004. 

B^re,  s.  bier,  2. 105 ;  19.  5. 

Bere,  v.  bear,  carry,  B  3564;  trans]:>ort, 
F  119;  confer  on,  L.  2135;  Bere  yow, 
conduct  yourself.  D  1108;  Beren  on 
honde,  accuse,  D  393;  Beren  him  on 
hond,  assure  him,  D  232  (cf.  226) ;  Bereth 
him,  conducts  himself,  behaves,  A  796; 


Bereth  hir,  comports  herself,  T.  ii  401 ; 
Berth  hir  on  hond.  bears  false  witness 
against  her,  B  6ao ;  Bereth  him  on  hond, 
accuses  him,  I  505:  Sickly  berth,  take 
ill.  dislike,  E  625 ;  Bere.  pr,  //.  3.  894 ; 
Bere,  apt,  s.  barest,  T.  ir.  763 ;  Bar,//,  x. 
bare,  carried,  A  10^ ;  possessed,  D  997 ; 
pt.  s.  refi.  conducted  himself,  T.  iii.  490; 
Bar  on  honde,  made  him  believe.  D  575 ; 
Bar  her  on  honde,  brought  against  her 
a  charge  which  he  feigned  to  believe.  7. 
158 :  Baren  us,  i  pt,  pi.  conducted  our- 
selves, A  721 ;  Baren  me  on  bond,  bore 
false  witness  against  me,  B.  i.  p  4. 180 ; 
fr.  s.  subj.  may  pierce.  A  2356;  Ber, 
imf.  s.  c^ny,  t>  1139;  Ber  ayein,  take 
back,  T.  ii.  1141 ;  Boren.  pp,  bom,  D 
1153;  Bore, /»^.  bom. 

Bere,  s.  head-sneet,  pillow-case,  3. 254. 

Berie,  s.  berry.  A  4368. 

Berie,  v,  bury,  C  884. 

Berinere,  s.  behaviour.  B  ao32;  carriage, 
Ei6a4. 

Berke,  v,  bark ;  Borken,  pp,  shrieked  (lit 
barked),  B  i.  p  5.  i. 

Berm,  s.  barm,  i.  e.  yeast,  G  813. 

Bern,  s.  bam,  B  3759. 

Beryle,  s.  beryl,  HF.  1184. 

Besaunt-wlerbt,  s,  weight  of  a  besant.  R. 
1 106.  {Besant,  a  gold  coin  of  Byzan^ 
tium.) 

Bespreynt ;  see  Blsprensre. 

Bestialitee,  s.  animal   condition,  T.  i. 

735- 
Bet,  ad/,  comp.  better.  10.  47 ;  HF.  108. 
Bet,  adv.  better.  A  242;  go  bet,  go  &ster, 

go  as  quickly  as  possible,  3. 136 ;  the  bet, 

the  better,  HF.  559;  bet  and  bet,  better 

and  better,  T.  iii.  714. 
B^te,  V.  remedy,  heal,  T.  i.  665 ;  amend, 

mend,  assist,  I  421 ;  kindle,  A  2253. 
Bdte,^^/-.  to  beat,  flap,  B4512 ;  to  hammer 

out,  C  17 ;  Beet,//,  s,  adjoined  (lit.  beat), 

R.  129 ;  Beten,  pp.  beaten,  B 1732 ;  as  adj. 

beaten,  omamented  with  the  hammer, 

R.  837. 
Beth,  pr,  pi.  are,  B  2350 ;  isnp,  pi,  be,  i. 

Be^aislnfiT.  s,  betrayal,  L.  a46a 
Bettre,  adj.  better.  A  256;  b,  arm,  right 

arm,  T.  ii.  1650. 
Bever,  ad/,  made  of  beaver,  A  27a. 
Beye,  j^er,  to  buy,  T.  v.  1843 1  v.  B  146a. 

See  Bye. 
Bibbe,  V. ;  pp.  imbibed,  A  4162. 
Bible,  /.  bible,  A  438;  book,  HF.  1334. 
Bi-hledde,  pp.  pi,  covered  with  blood,  A 

2002. 
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Bloched  bones,  s,pl.  dice,  C  656. 
Bl-Clappe,  ger,  to  catch  (as  in  a  trap), 

G9. 

Bioome,/^.  to  become,  D 1644 ;  Bicomth, 
fr.  s.  goes,  T.  ii.  795. 

Bidaffed,  pp,  befooled,  E  iioi. 

Bidde,  V.  ask  {confustd  with  B6de,  v,  com- 
mand, bid) ;  ger.  to  request,  L.  838 ; 
I  pr,  s,  pray,  T.  i.  1027 ;  Bit,  pr,  j.  bids, 
A  187 ;  Bad,  pt.  s.  prayed,  begged,  T.  iii. 
1249;  besought,  T.  i.  112;  requested,  E 
373 ;  I  /A  ^.  bade,  F  1212 ;  pf.  s.  bade, 
commanded,  D  108 ;  Beden,  //.  pi.  bade, 
B  2233 ;  Bidde,  pp.  commanded,  B  440 
(where  Aan  bidd€  =  have  bidden)  ;  Bcde, 
pp.  bidden  {as  if  from  Bede),  3.  194; 
I  pt,  s.  subj.  would  seek,  R.  791 ;  Bid, 
imp.  s,  pray,  T.  iii.  342 ;  bid,  3. 144 ;  Bid- 
deth,  imp.pl.  pray,  T.  i.  36. 

Blddlnfir,  '.  request,  L.  837. 

Bldelve,  v. ;  Bidolvcn,  pp.  buried,  B  5.  p 

1.51- 
Biden,  pp.  of  Byde. 
BifalllnGre,  j.    coming   to   pass,  T.  iv. 

1018. 
Bif oren,  prep,  before,  B  3553 ;  in  front  of, 

G680. 
Biforen,  adv,  in  the  front  part  (of  his 

head),  A  1376;  beforehand,  A  1148;  in 

front,  A  590 ;  in  a  good  position,  A  572 ; 

of  old  time,  F  551 ;  first,  E  446. 
Bifom,  prep,  before. 
Bifirete,  V,  beget ;  Begat,  pt,  s,  L.  1562 ; 

Bigeten,/i^.  B3138. 
BifiTuine,  V.  begin,  A  42 ;  Bigonne,  2  pt.  s. 

G  442 ;  Beean,  2  //.  s,  {false  form  for 

Bigunne),  L.  2^0;   Bigan,  //.  j.  A  44; 

Bigonne,  pt,pl,  F  1015;  Bigonne,  pp.  T. 

ii.  779. 
BifiTOOn,  pp.  ornamented,  R.  943 ;  wel  b., 

well  contented,  joyous,   meny,  5.  171 ; 

fortunate,  T.  ii.  294 ;  ttfel  bigo,  well  con- 
tent, R.  693;  wo  b.,  distressed,  L.  1487, 

2497;  sorwfully  b.,  distressed,  T.  i.  114; 

wers  b,,  more  wretched,  T.  v.  1328. 
Blgrylores,  pi.  beguilers,  I  299. 
Bihalye,  s.  dat.  behalf,  T.  ii.  1458. 
Bibate,  v.  hate ;  fp.  B  3.  m  4.  6. 
Biheste,  s.  promise,  B  ^ ;  command,  T. 

ii.  359;  //.  promises,  1.  e.  all  that  they 

profess  to  prove,  A.  pr.  26. 
Bmete,  i  pr.  s.  promise,  G  707 ;  2  pr.  s. 

dost  promise.  B  4.  p  2.  i ;  pr.s.  promises, 

I  379.    See  Bihote. 
Bihetinflre,  s.  promising,  B  2.  p  8. 16. 
Blhewe,  v,\    Behewe.  pp.  carved,    HF. 

1306. 
BUuirbte,  pt.  s.  promised,  T.  v.  1204; 


Bihighte,  //.  //.  T.  iii.  319 ;  Bihight,  pp, 

T.  v.  354.    See  Bihote. 
Biholde,  V.  behold.  A  2293 ;  Behelde,  v. 

behold,  7. 80;  Behelde,  pt.  s.  subj.  should 

see,  T.  ii.  378 ;   Biholde,  pp,  beheld,  G 

179. 
Bihote,  \pr.s.  promise,  A  1854;  Behette, 


ft.  s.  s.  436. 
Bihc 


Bihove,  s.  dat.  profit  (lit.  behooQ.  R.  1092. 
Bihove,  v.  suit,  13.  5 ;  pr.  s.  (it)  behoves, 

T.  iv.  1004 ;  pr.  pi.  are  necessary,  I  83. 
Bihoyely,  adj.  helpful,  T.  ii.  261 ;  needful, 

I  107. 
Bi-Jape,  v. ;  pp,  jested  at,  tricked,  T.  i. 

B&er,  s.  quarrel,  L.  2661. 

Biknowe,  v.  acknowledge.  B  886 ;  Bikno- 
weth,  pr.  s.  I  481 ;  Beknew,  //.  s.  con- 
fessed, L.  1058 ;  I  am  bi-knowen  =  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  3.  p  10.  88. 

Bilde,jfrr.  to  build,  HF.  1133;  Bilt,  pr.  s. 
HF.  1135;  Bilt,/^.  I.  183.    See  Boilde. 

Bilder,  s.  as  adj.  builder,  used  for  build- 
ing, 5.  176. 

Bileve,  s.  fafth,  L.  2109;  creed,  A  3456. 

Bileve  (i),  V.  believe;  imp.pl.  G  1047. 

Bileve  (2),  V,  to  remain,  stay  behind,  F 


B^nn 


Inne,  v.  cease,  T.  iii.  1365. 

Bille,  J.  bill,  petition,  i.  59,110;  letter,  E 
1937 ;  writ,  D  1586. 

Binde,  v.  bind,  enthral,  4.  249;  Bynt 
{for  Bint),^r.  s.  binds,  4.  47,  48;  Bond, 
pt.  s.  bound,  fastened,  R.  241 ;  Bounden, 
pp.  bound,  B  270;  bound  up,  D  681. 

BindinfiT,  s.  constraint,  A  1304. 

Binime,  v.  take  away,  B  4.  p  3.  36; 
Binemen,/r.//.  B  3.  p  3.  65 ;  Bi-nomen, 
fp.  taken  away,  B  3.  p  3.  69. 

Blnne,  s.  bin,  chest,  A  593. 

Biquethe,  v.  bequeath,  D  1121. 

Biraft,  -e ;  see  Bireve. 

Bireine,  v. ;  Bireyned,  pp.  rained  upon, 
T.  iv.  1 172. 

Bireve,  v.  bereave,  B  3359;  restrain,  T.  i. 
685 ;  take  away,  G  482 ;  me  wo  bereve,  rob 
me  of  woe,  6.  12 ;  Bireved,  pt,  s,  bereft, 
D  2071;  Birafte,  pt.  J.  B  83;  Biraft,  //. 
bereft,  T.  iv.  225 ;  A  1361. 

Birthe,  s.  birth,  B  192. 

Biscomed,  pp.  scorned,  I  278. 

Biseere,  v.  besiege ;  pr.  s.  L.  1902 ;  Bise- 
gede.  pt.  pi.  T.  i.  149. 

Bte^ken,  v.  beseech,  pray,  B  2306,  2910; 
By-s6ke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131 ;  Biseken, 
I  pr.  fl.  implore,  A  918 ;  Bisoughtest,  2 
pt.  s.  didst  beseech,  T.  v.  1734 ;  Bisoghte, 
pt.  s.  B  2164. 
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Blsemare,  s.  contemptuous  conduct,  A 

^3965. 

Blsette,  V. ;  Besette,  v.  employ,  L.  io6o ; 
bestow,  3.  772;  Besette,  disposed  of,  L. 
2558 ;  used  up,  D  1952 ;  bestowed,  A  3715, 
established,  A  3012 ;  fixed,  I  366 ;  Beset, 
^.  bestowed.  T.  i.  521. 

Blseye,  pf.  beseen;  wti  b.,  lair  to  see, 
good-looking,  R.  821;  well  provided.  3. 
829;  goodly  b.t  £air  to  see.  good  in  ap- 
pearance, T.  ii.  1262 ;  yvel  b.,  ill-looking, 
£  965 :  richely  b,,  rich-looking,  splendid, 
E984. 

Bishende,  v. ;  Beshende,  v.  bring  to  ruin, 
L.  2696. 

Blshltte,  V. ;  Bishet,  pp.  shut  up.  T.  iil 
602. 

Bishrewe,  \pr,  s.  beshrew,  D  844. 

Biaie,  v.  refi.  take  pains.  B  3034 ;  Bisie  me, 
employ  myself,  G  758 ;  //.  //.  occupied 
themselves.  5.  192. 

Bisily,  adv.  diligently.  A.  ii.  ^8.  8 ;  com- 
pletely, T.  iii.  1153;  eagerly,  F  1051; 
well,  2.  33. 

Blsinesse,  s.  business,  B  1415 ;  busy  en- 
deavour, A  1007,  G  24 ;  diligence,  3. 1156 ; 
C  56 ;  industry,  G  5 ;  labour,  5.  86 ;  work, 
activity,  T.  i.  795;  trouble,  ado,  7.  99; 
careful  attention.  B  2979;  attentiveness, 
7.  250 ;  care,  A  520. 

Bl-smokede,  adj.  pi.  dirtied  with  smoke, 
B  I.  p  I.  31. 

Bismotered,  pt.  besmutted,  marked  with 
spKJts  of  rust,  &c.,  A  76. 

Bispet,  pp.  spit  upon.  1  276. 

Bisprenere,  v. ;  Bespreynt,  pp.  sprinkled, 
bedewed,  2.  10. 

BistCMl, /^.  bestead,  in  trouble,  R.  1227; 
hard  b.,  greatly  imperilled,  B  649. 

Blfltryden,  v. ;  Bistrood,  //.  s.  bestrode, 
B209^. 

Bisy,  Beay,  adj.  busy,  industrious,  R. 
1052;  active,  L.  103;  useful,  I  474; 
attentive.  F  509 ;  anxious,  2.  2. 

Blsyde,  prep,  beside ;  ther  b.,  beside  that 
place,  3.  iii6 ;  o/b.,  from  the  neighbour- 
nood  of.  A  445;  b.  his  /ff^,  without  his 
leave.  HF.  2105. 

Blsydes,  ^^;^. ;  him  b.,  near  him,  A  402, 

Bisydes,  Besydes,  adv.  on  one  side,  G 
14 1 6. 

Bit,  pr.  s.  of  Bidde. 

Bitake,  1  pr.  s.  commend,  1 1043 ;  commit. 
E  i6i ;  resign,  A  3750 ;  i  pr.  s,  deliver, 
entrust,  L.  2297 ;  Bitook,  pt.  s.  entrusted, 
G  541 ;  Bitaken,/^.  B  3.  m  2.  47. 

Biteche,  i  pr.  s.  commit  (to),  consign 
(to),B2ii4. 


Bithlnke,  v.   imagine,  think   of,  T.  iii 

1694 ;  Bethinke,  v.  2.  107 ;  ger.  to  reflect, 

HF.  1 176:  Bithoughte,  i  pt.  s.  re/,  be- 
thought myself,  R.  521 ;  I  am  bithought, 

I  have  thought  (of),  A  767;  Bithought, 

pp.  T.  ii.  225. 
Bitid,  Bltit;  see  Bityde. 
Bitook ;  see  Bitake. 
Bitore,  s.  bittern.  D  972. 
Bitraise,  Bitraisshe,  v.  betray ;  Bitray- 

seth,  pr.  s.  C  92;  pp.  betrayed.  T.  iv. 

1648:  I  969;   Bitraisshed.  R.  1648;  Bi- 

trasshed,  R.  1520. 
Bitrenden,  v. ;  Bi-trent,  pr,  s.  encircles, 

goes  round,  T.  iv.  870 ;  twines  round,  T. 

iii.  1 231. 
Bitwixen.^rtf;^. between,  A  880;  Betwixen. 

5. 148 ;  Bitwixe,  A  277 ;  Bitwix,  L.  729. 
Bityde,  Bltyden,  v.  happen,  T.  iL  623 ; 

arrive,  B  ^30;  pr.  s.  subj.  E306;  Bityde 

what  b.,  happen  what  may,'  T.  v.  750; 

Bitit,/r.  s.  betides,  happens.  T.  ii.  48.  v. 

345 ;    Bitidde.  pt.  s.  befell,  T.  v.  1641 ; 

Bitid,  pp.  T.  iii.  a88 ;  Betid,  HF.  384. 
Bitydmflre,  s.  an  event,  B  5.  p  i.  37. 
Bitymes,  tuiv.  betimes,  soon,  G  1008. 
Biware,  v. ;  Biwared.  pf.  spent,  expended, 

laid  out  (as  on  wares),  T.  i.  636. 
Biwepe,  ger.  to  bemoan,  T.  i.  763 ;  Bi- 

wopen,  pp.  bathed  in  tears,  T,  iv.  016. 
Biwreye,  v.  make  manifest,  reveal,  T.  iii. 

377 ;  Biwreyest,  2  pr.  s.  revealest,  B  773 ; 

Biwreyd,  pp.  betrayed   (vir.  by  having 

vour  words  revealed),  H  352. 
mwreyiagf  s.  betraying,  B  2^3a 
Bi-wryen,  v.  disclose,  reveal,  T.  ii.  537 ; 

Bewrye,  betray,  5.  348.    (Wrongly  used 

for  Biwreye.) 
Blak.  adj.  black,  A  294 ;  Blake,  //.  A  557 ; 

Blakke,  de/.  HF.  i8oi. 
Blak,  s.  black  clothing.  3. 445. 
Blake,  s.  black  writing,  ink,  T.  ii.  1320. 
Blakeberied,  a,   a4>lackberrying,  i.  e. 

a-wandering  at  will,  astray,  C  406. 
Blaked,  pp.  blackened,  rendered  black, 

B  3^21. 
Blandishe,  pr.  s.  subj.  fawn,  I  376. 
Blankmanfirer,  s.  a  compound  of  minced 

capon    with  cream,  sugar,  and  flour,  A 

387.    Named  from  its  white  colour. 
Blasen,  ger.  to  blow,  HF.  1802. 
Blaspheme,  5.  blaspheming,  16. 15. 
Bl&8phein6ur,  s.  blasphemer,  C  898. 
Blast,  s.  puff,  T.  ii.  1387. 
Blaste,  ger.  to   blow  a   trumpet,    HF. 

1866. 
Blaunche,  adj.fem.  white,  T.  i.  916. 
Blaundlsehinffe,  pret,  pt.  as  adj.  be- 
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witching,  B  3.  m  12.  23 ;  Blaundissinge, 

flattering,  B  2.  p  i.  31. 
Bleche,  V. ;  pp,  bleached,  9. 45. 
Blede,  v.  bleed,  L.  2696;  Bledde, //.  j. 

bled,  T.  ii.  950. 
Blemished,  pp.  injured,  B  i.  p  4.  312. 
Blende,  v.  blind,  T.  iv.  648 ;  ger,  to  de- 
ceive, T.  iii.  207 ;  to  blind  {or  read  to- 

blende,  v.  blind    utterly),  T.  ii.  1496; 

Blent, ^.  J.  blinds,  5.  too;  Blente,//.  j. 

blinded,  T.  v.  1194;  Blent,  pp.  15.  18; 

deceived,  E  2113. 
Blere,  v.  blear,  bedim ;  Blere  hir  y€,  dim 

their  eye,  cajole  them,  A  4049;  pp.  de- 
ceived, G  730. 
BleringTt  -r*  dimming;  bl.  of  an  ye,  cajoling, 

A  3865. 
Blesse,  v.  bless ;  Blesseth  hir,  pr.  s.  crosses 

.  herself,  B  449. 
Bleve,  V.  remain,  T.  iv.  1484 ;  remain  (at 

home) ,  T.  iii. 623  ;ger.  to  dwell, T.  iv.  1357. 
Blew,  pt  s.  of  Blowe. 
Blew,  adj,  blue,  A  564 ;  3.  340 ;  as  s.  blue 

clothing,  21.  7. 
Bleyne,  s.  blain,  blemish,  R.  553. 
Bleynte,  pt.  s,  blenched,  started  back,  A 

1078 ;  turned  aside,  T.  iii.  1346.    Pt.  s.  of 

Blenche,  v, 
Blinde,  v.\   Blynde  with,  ger.  to  blind 

(the  priest)  with,  G  1151. 
Blinne,  v.  leave  off,  cease,  G  1171. 
Bllsful,  adj.  happy,  9.  i ;  conferring  bliss, 

1.  24;  blessed,  3.  854;    merry,  R.  80; 

sainted,  A  17. 
Bllsful,  adv.  joyously,  5.  689. 
Blisfully,  adv.  happily,  A  1236. 
Blisfulnesse,  s.  happiness,  B  2.  p  4. 75. 
Blisse,    V.  bless,  E  553.    Perhaps  read 

bUsse,  kesse.    See  Blesse. 
Bllssed,  pp.  happy,  9. 43. 
Bio,  adj.  blue,  smoke-coloured,  HF.  1647. 
Blody,  adj.  causing  bloodshed,  A  2512. 
Blondren;  see  Blundre. 
Blood,  s.  lineage,  7.  65 ;  offspring,  E  632 ; 

kinswoman,  T.  ii.  594. 
Blosxne,  s.  blossom,  A  3324. 
Blosme,  v.  blossom ;  pr.  s.  E  1462 ;  pp. 

covered  with  blossoms,  R.  108. 
Blosmy,  adj.  blossoming,  T.  ii.  821 ;  full 

of  buds,  5. 183. 
Blowe,  V.  blow,  A  565 ;  Blew,  pt.  s.  3. 182 ; 

(it)  blew.  T.  iii.  678 ;  Blowen,  //.  pro- 
claimed by  trumpets,  A  2241. 
Blundre,    v.;  pr.  s.  runs  heedlessly,  G 


1414 ;  I  /. /A  pr.  Blondren,  we  become 

_  .  adv.  gladly,  3.  749,  755. 
Bl3rve,  adv.  quickly,  soon,  L.*^6o;  as  b/., 


mazed,  U  670, 
Blythly,  adv.  gladly,  3.  749,  755. 


very  soon,  as  soon  as  i>ossible,  T.  i.  965 ; 

forthwith,  R.  706,  992;  a/so  b/.,  as  soon 

as  ix>ssible,  T.  iv.  174. 
Bobance,  s.  presumption,  boast,  D  569. 
Boce,  s.  protuberance  (boss),  I  423. 
Booh,  s.  botch,  pustule,  B  3.  p  4.  14. 
Bocher,  s.  butcher,  A  2025. 
Bocler,  s.  buckler,  A  3266. 
Bode  (i),  J.  foreboding,  omen,  5.  343. 
Bode  (2),  s.  abiding,  delay,  7.  119. 
Bode,  V.  proclaim;  pr.  s.  heralds,  B  4. 

m  6.  17. 
Boden,  pp.  of  Bede. 

Body,  s.  person,  F  1005;  principal  sub- 
ject, E  42;  corpse,  3.  142;  B  1872;  my 

b.,  myself,  B   1185;  /'•  metallic  bodies 

f metals),  answering  to  celestial  bodies 

(planets),  G  820,  825. 
Boef ,  s.  beef,  E  1420. 
Boe^^pr.  s.  (it)  behoves,  A  4026.  (Northern.) 
Boerht,  Boerhte ;  see  Bye. 
Boist,  s.  box,  C  307 ;  //.  HF.  2129. 
Boistous,  adj.  rude,  plain.  H  211. 
Boistously,  adv.  loudly,  E  791. 
Bokel,  J.  buckle,  R.  1086. 
Bokeler,  s.  buckler,  A  112.  A  small  round 

shield  usually  carried  by  a  handle  at  the 

back.    See  Bocler. 
Bokelingre,  pres.pt.  buckling,  A  2503. 
Bokes,  //.  books,  A  294. 
Boket,  s.  bucket,  A  1533. 
Bolas,//.  buUace-plums,  buUaces,  R.  1377. 
Bolde,  V.  grow  bold,  5. 144. 
Bdle,  s.  bull,  T.  iii.  723,  iv.  239. 
BOle  armoniak,  Armenian  clay,  G  790. 
BoUe,  s.  a  bowl,  G  1210. 
Bolt,  s.  crossbow-bolt,  A  3264. 
Bolt-uprierht,  on  (her)  back,  A  4266,  B 

1506. 
Bomble,  v. ;  pr.  s.  booms  (as  a  bittern) , 

D972. 
Bon,  adj.  good,  HF.  1022. 
Bond,  s.  bond,  obligation,  A  1604;  band, 

fetter,  T.  iii.  1766;  obligation  (compelling 

the  service  of  spirits),  F  131. 
Bonde,  s.  bondman,  D  1660,  I  149. 
Bonde-folk,  s.  pi.  bondmen,  I  754. 
Bonde-men,  s.  pi.  bondmen,  I  752, 
B6ne,  s.  petition,  boon,  prayer,  request, 

3.  129,  835. 
Bood,  pt.  s.  of  Byde. 
B66n,  s.  bone,  R.  1059 ;  ivory,  T.  ii.  926 ; 

Bdnes,  pi.  bones,  A  546. 
B66r,  s.  boar,  A  2070 ;   Bores,  gen.  sing. 

boar's,  B  2060 ;  Bores,  pi.  A  1658. 
Bd6st,  s.  loud  talk,  A  4001;   boast,   L. 

267;  pride,  B  3289;  boasting.   C  764; 

swelling,  G  441. 
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B66t,  1.  boat,  T.  i.  416.  ii.  3. 

B66t,  s.  help,  remedy,  T.  iii.  iao8. 

Boot,  //.  s,  of  Byte. 

Boras,  j.  borax.  A  630.  G  790. 

Bord,  s,  table.  A  5a,  B  430;  plank.  3. 74; 
board,  i.  e.  meals,  G  1017;  to  o„  to 
board,  A  3188,  D  528 ;  into  shapes  bord, 
on  board  the  ship.  A  3585;  over-bord, 
overboard,  B  92a. 

Bordels,  s.  pi,  brothels.  I  885. 

BordeUwomen,//.  women  of  the  brothel, 

Bordure.  s,  border,  raised  rim  on  the 
front  of  an  astrolabe.  A.  i.  4.  4. 

Bore,  J.  bore,  hole,  T.  iii.  1453. 

Bore,  Boren,  pp.  of  Bere. 

Borei,  J.  coarse  woollen  clothes,  D  356; 
Borel  men.  laymen.  B  3145.   See  BureL 

Bores ;  see  Boor. 

Borken,  pp,  of  Berke. 

Borne,  v.\  Bometh,  pr,  s.  burnishes, 
smoothes,  T.  i.  327. 

Borwe,  J.  pledge.  A  163a ;  to  b,,  in  pledge, 
as  a  pledge,  T.  v.  1664 ;  leyd  to  b,,  Imd 
in  pledge,  pawned.  T.  ii.  963 ;  to  b.,  for 
surety,  4.  ao<;  y^nus  hert  to  b.,  Venus 
being  your  pledge,  T.  ii.  1534. 

Borwe.  v,  borrow,  B  105. 

Bos,  s.  boss,  A  3a66.    See  Boce. 

Bost,  s. ;  see  Boost. 

B6ste,  V.  boast ;  pr,s,T>  167a. 

B6te,  J.  good,  benefit.  D  47a;  remedy, 
profit,  3.  38 ;  advantage,  T.  i.  35a ;  heal- 
mg.  T.  u  763;  help,  T.  iL  345;  healer. 
33.  45 ;  relief.  G  1481 ;  salvation,  B  1656; 
dotk  b.,  gives  the  remedy  for,  5.  376; 
/or  b.  tu  bate,  for  good  nor  for  ill,  3. 

337> 

Botel,  s.  bottle  (of  hay),  H  14. 
Botelees,  adf,  without  remedy,  T.  i.  78a. 
Boteler,  s,  butler,  HF.  593. 
Boterflye,  s.  butterfly,  B  398a 
Botes,  pt.  boots.  A  303,  373. 
Bothe,  both.  A  540 ;  your  bothes,  of  both 

of  you,  I.  83 ;  your  bother,  of  you  both, 

T.  IV.  168. 
Botmelees,  adj,  bottomless,  unreal,  T.  v. 

Bouffh,  s,  bough,  R.  1403;  Bowes,//.  R. 

108. 
Boufirht,  Bouffhte ;  see  Bye.     *' 
Bouk,  J.  trunk  of  the  body.  A  3746. 
Boun,  adj.  prepared.  F  1503. 
Bounde,  j.  bound;   //.  bounds,  limits, 

L.  546, 1673. 
Bountee,  s,  goodness,   kindness,  i.   9; 

good  deed,  I   393;    delightfulness,   K. 


Bounteyous,  itdj,  bountiful,  bounteous, 
T.  1,883;  C  110. 

Bour,  J.  bed-chamber,  HF.  1186;  B  1933; 
lady's  chamber,  R.  1014;  inner  room, 
B4033. 

Bourde,  s,  jest,  H  81 ;  pi,  D  68a 

Bourde,  i  pr,  s,  jest,  C  778 ;  >k^.  5. 589. 

Box  (i),  J.  box-tree.  A  3933;  boxwood,  I^ 
866;  money-box,  A  4390;  box,  C  869. 

Box  (3).  s.  blow.  L.  1388. 

Boydekiii,  s,  dagger.  A  396a 

Bracer,  j.  bracer,  a  guard  for  the  arm 
in  archery.  A  iii. 

BraiTOt,  s,  a  beverage  made  of  honey  and 
ale.  A  3361. 

Braid,  j.  quick  movement;  at  a  b,,  va  a 
moment,  R.  1336;  Brayd,  a  start,  I^ 
1166. 

Brak,  pt,  s.  of  Breke. 

Brasil,  s,  dye  made  from  a  certain  dye- 
wood.  B  4649. 

Brast,  Braste ;  see  Breste. 

Braun,  s.  muscle,  A  546;  brawn  (of  the 
boar),  F  1354. 

Braunche,  j.  branch,  T.  v.  844. 

Brayd,  Brayde ;  see  Breyde. 

Brede  (i),  j. breadth,  R.  835, 1124 ;  space. 
T.  L  179;  om  brede,  abroad,  T.  i. 
530. 

Brede  (3),  s.  roast  meat,  HF.  1333. 

Brede,  ^^r.  to  breed.  T.  iii.  1546;  grow. 
T.  V.  1037;  Breden,^^.  to  breed,  arise, 
L.  1156  (cf.  Vergil,  Mn,  iv.  3)  ;  Bnd,pp, 
bred  up,  F  499. 

Breech,  s.  breeches,  B  3049.  ^  94^* 

Breem,  s,  bream,  a  fish,  A^a 

Breke,  v.  break,  A  551,  C  936;  br,  his 
day,  fail  to  pay  on  the  day,  G  1040; 
ger.  to  interrupt,  B  3333;  Brak.^.  s, 
3.  71;  Breke,  pr,  s,  subt,  4.  242;  Breke, 
2  pr.  pi,  subj,  break  off.  T.  v.  1032 ;  Breke, 
pt.s.subj,  would  break,  B  4578;  Broke, 
pp,  broken,  A  3571 ;  Broken,  pp.  ship- 
wrecked, I*  1487. 


Brekke,  s.  break,  flaw,  defect.  3. 940. 
Bremble-flour,  s,  flower  of  the  braml 


ible. 


BI936. 

Breme,  adj.  furious,  T.  iv.  184. 
Breme,  adv.  furiously,  A  1699. 
Bren,  s.  bran.  A  4053. 
Brenne,  v,  bum,  17.  18:  to  be  burnt, 

T.  i.  91;  Brinne,  ^er,  to  bum,  D  52; 


Brendest,  2  pt,  s,  didst  bum,  A  2384 ; 
Brende.  pt.  s.  i.  90;  was  bumt,  HF. 
163;  was  set  on  fire,  HF.  537;  Brer  "^ 
//.  s.  was  inflamed  with  anger,  R. 
Brende,  pt,  pi.  caught  fire,  HF. 
Brente,//.  pi.  L.  731;  Brent,  >^.  7. 
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Brend,  pp,  B  4555;  cls  adj,  bright,  R. 
1 109. 

BrenninfiT,  s.  burning,  4.  133;  greed  of 
gold.  R.  188. 

Brenninsrly ,  adv,  ardently,  T.  i.  607 ;  fer- 
vently, A  1564. 

Brere,  s,  briar,  R.  858 ;  Breres,  pi.  under- 
wood, A  1533. 

Brest,  s.  breast.  A  115,  131. 

Brest-boon,  s.  breast-bone,  A  2710. 

Breste,  v.  burst,  T.  v.  1008:  afflict,  T. 
iii.  1434;  break.  D  1103;  Brest,  t^.  s. 
bursts,  A  3610;  breaks,  T.  i.  258;  Brast, 
pt  s.  burst  out,  T.  v.  1078;  burst,  L. 
1033;  broke,  3.  1193;  Brast,  pt.  j.  burst 
{or  read  braste  =  would  burst),  T.  v. 
180;  Braste, //.  pi.  burst.  T.  ii.  326; 
Broste,  //.  //.  B  671,  C  234;  Brosten, 
//.  //.  4.  96;  Braste,  J»/.  s.  subj.  would 
burst,  T.  ii.  1108;  Brosten,  pp.  burst, 
T.  ii.  976 ;  broken,  L.  1300. 

Brestinfir,  s.  bursting.  F  973. 

Bretful,  adj.  brimful.  A  687. 2164. 

Bretherhed,  j.  brotherhood,  religious 
order,  A  511. 

Brew.  pt.  s.  contrived,  B  3575. 

Breyde,^^.  to  start,  T.  iv.  230, 348 ;  v. 
awake.  F477;  Breyde,  i  pr.  s.  start,  T. 
v.  1262;  Breyde,  1  pL  s.  awoke,  D  799; 
Breyde.  pt.  s,  started,  T.  v.  1243 ;  went 
(out  of  his  wits),  B  3728;  drew,  B  837; 
Brayde, //.  s.  took  hastily,  HF.  1678; 
Brayd,  pp.  started,  gone  suddenly,  7. 
124. 

Brld,  J.  bird.  HF.  1003 ;  young  of  birds, 

^•^^ 

Brlflre,  s,  contention,  B  2873.    F.  brigue. 

BrlfiTflTO,  s.  bridge,  A  3922. 

Brlcrbt,  adj.  fair,  R.  1009. 

Brifirbte,  adj.  as  s.  brightness  (after  y^), 
T.  ii.  864. 

Brike,  s.  a  trap,  snare,  'fix,'  dilemma, 
B3580. 

Brlnere,  v.  bring ;  Brinies,  2  pr.  s.  bring- 
est.  HF.  1^  (a  Northern  form) ; 
Broghten.  pt.  pi.  B  2590 ;  made  hroght, 
caused  to  be  brought,  HF.  155. 

Brinne,^^.  to  bum,  D  52.   See  Brenne. 

Broosfire,  s.  mediation,  A  3375. 

Broche,  J.  brooch,  R.  1193;  small  orna- 
ment, bracelet,  4.  245. 

Brode,  adv.  broadly,  plainly,  A  730;  far 
and  wide,  HF.  1683;  wide  awake,  G 
1420. 

Brodere,  adj.  larger,  A.  ii.  38.  i. 

Brok,  i.  e.  Badger,  a  horse's  name,  D 
1543. 

Br&en ;  see  Harm.    And  see  Breke. 


BrokkinfiTO,  pres.  pt.,  using  a  quavering 
voice,  A  3377. 

Bromes, //.  broom  (bushes  so  called), 
HF.  1220. 

Brond,  s.  torch,  L.  22^;  firebrand,  B 
3224:  Bronde,  dot.  piece  of  burning 
wood,  B  2095. 

Brood,  adj.  broad.  A  i<5,  471;  thick, 
large,  F  82;  Brode,  pt,  R.  939;  ex- 
panded, R.  1681. 

Broste, -en;  see  Breste. 

Brotel,  adj.  brittle,  frail,  T.  iii.  820: 
fickle,  L.  1885 ;  unsafe,  insecure,  E  1279 ; 
transitory,  E  2061 ;  Brutel,  B  2.  p  5.  6. 

Brotelnesse,  s.  frailty,  T.  v.  1832;  inse- 
curity, E  1279 ;  fickleness,  la  63. 

Brotherhede,  s.  brotherhood,  f3  1399. 

Brouded,  pp.  embroidered,  A   3238,  B 

3659- 
Brouke,  v.  enjoy,  use,  B  4490;  keep.  E 

2308;  i/r.  5.  subj.  {optative),  may  have 

the  use  of.  HF.  273;   Brouken,  fr.  pi. 

subj.  {opt.),  may  (they)  profit  by,  L.  194. 
BrowdinfiT,  s.  embroidery,  A  2498. 
Broyded,  pp.  braided,  A  1049. 
Brutel ;  see  Brotel. 
Brybe,  v.  steal,  filch,  A  4417;   rob,  D 

1378. 
Bryberyes,  pi.  ways  of  robbing,  D  1367. 
Brydale,  j,  wedding,  A  4375. 
Brydel,  s.  bridle,  7. 184. 
Brydeleth,  pr.  s.  controls,  4.  41. 
Buffet,  s.  blow;  Buffettes,^/.  I  258. 
Buflrle-hom,  s.  drinking-horn  made  from 

the  *  bugle '  or  ox.  F  1253. 
Buk.  s.  buck.  5.   195;    Bukke.  B  1946; 

Bukkes,^^.  buck's,- A  3387. 
Bulde,  V.  build;    Bulte,  //.  s.  built.    A 

BuUe,  s.  papal  bull.  C  909. 

Bulte,  pt.  s.  of  Bulde. 

Bulte,  V.  boult.  sift,  B  443a 

Burdoun,  s.  burden   of  a  song,  bas»- 

accompaniment.  A  673. 
Burel,  adj.  rough,  unlettered.  F  716 ;  lay 

(people).  D  1^2. 1874.   The  idea  is  that 

of  a  man  dressed  in  burel,  or  coarse 

woollen  cloth.    See  Borel. 
Buriels,    s.  pi.  burial-places,    i.  e.    the 

catacombs,  G  186. 
Bume,  V.  burnish ;  pp.  A  1983 ;  polished. 

HF.  1387;  lustrous,  C  38.    See  Borne. 
Burnet,  adj.  made  of  coarse  brown  cloth. 

R.226. 
Busk,  s.  bush,  R.  54 ;  pi.  A  1579. 
But,  conj.  except,  unless,  2.  82;  a.  117. 
But,  as  s.  an  exception,  a  '  but,'  I  494. 
But  and,  but  if,  u  1790. 
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But-if ,  cofij.  unless,  R.  250. 

Buxom,  adj.  yielding,  6.  125;  obedient, 

81287. 
Buxomly,  adv.  obediently,  E  186. 
Buxiimnesse,  s.  submission,  13. 15. 
Sy»  ^<^«  by,  A  25,  &c. ;  as  regards,  with 

respect    to,    concerning,    6.    126;    with 

reference  to,  5.  4;  for,  on  account  of, 

R.  844 ;  fy  proces,  in  process,  B  2665 ; 

by  me,  beside  me  {with  accent  on  by),  T. 

ii.  991 ;  by  the  morwe,  in  the  morning, 

L.  49. 
By,  adv.  beside ;  faste  by,  close  at  hand, 

R.  1274. 
By  and  by,  adv.  one   after  another,  in 

due  order,  in  due  place,  L.  304,  A  10 11. 
By de,  V.  wait,  T.  i.  1067 ;  A  1576 ;  Bood, 

pL  s.  waited,  T.  v.  29 ;  Biden,  pp.  stayed, 

E  1888. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for  (it) ,  D  167 ;  ^o  by,  let 

us  go  to  buy,  G  1294 ;  Bye,  pr.  pi.  sub/. 

18.  26 ;    Boghte,  pt.  s.  bought,  A  2088 ; 

redeemed,  E  1153;  b.  agayn,  redeemed, 

C776. 
Byhlerlit,  pp.  promised,  T.  v.  1104. 
Byinff,  j.  buying,  A  569. 
By-Japed,  pp.  tricked,  made  a  jest  of,  T. 

V.  1 1 19. 
Bynt  him,  binds  himself,  4.  47;    Bynt 

her,  ^  48. 
By-path,  s.  by-way,  T.  iii.  1705. 
Byrde,  s.  maiden,  lady,  R.  1014. 
By-seke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131. 
Bsrte,  V.  bite,  T.  iii.  737;   cut  deeply,  F 

158;    bum,  A  631;  Bd6t,  pt.  s.  bit,  B 

3791 ;  Biten,  pp.  bitten,  L.  2318. 
Bytinere,  s.  wound,  B  3.  m  7. 7. 
By-word,  s.  proverb,  T.  iv.  769. 
By-wreye,  v,  reveal,  T.  iii.  367. 


Oaas,  s.  circumstance,  I  105;  sette  caas 

=  supi>ose,  A.  ii.  42.  24 ;  Caas,  pi.  cases 

of  law,  A  323. 
Oacche,  v.  catch.  G  11 ;  lay  hold  of.  3. 

969;  come  by,  HF.  404;  Caughte,//.  s. 

took,  conceived,  E  619;  took,  A  498; 

pulled,  L.  1854;  Caught,  pp.   obtained, 

E  mo;  taken,  F 74a 
Caitif,  adj.  captive,  miserable,  wretched. 

A  1552. 
Oaitii,  s.  wretch,    R.  340;   p/.  captives, 

A  924. 
Cake,  s,  a  round  and  rather  flat  loaf  of 

bread   (in  the  shape  of  a  large  bun), 

A  668,  4094,  C  322. 
Oalcenlner,  s.  calcination,  G  771. 


Calcinacioun,  s.  calcination.  G  804. 
Calcoile,  V.  calculate ;  Calculed,  pt.  s.  F 

1284. 
Calcoiler,  s.  the  calculator  or  pointer,  A 

i.  23. 2.    See  Almury. 
Calculingre,  s.  calculation,  T.  i.  71. 
Calendes,  pL  kalends,  introduction    to 

a  new  time,  T.  ii.  7. 
Calle,  s.  caul,   a   net   used   to    confine 

women's  hair,  A.  i.   19.  4;    headdress, 

D  1018 ;  to  *  make  a  hood  above  a  caul  * 

=  to  befool,  T.  iii.  775. 
Camaille,  s.  a  camel,  E  1196. 
Camuse,  adj'.  low  and  concave,  A  3934, 

3974- 

Can,  I  pr.  s.  know,  L.  1987;  know  how. 
am  able,  E  304,  F  4 ;  can,  B  42 ;  under- 
stand. F  1266;  am  able  to  say,  ^  14; 
pr.  s.  knows,  3.  673 ;  has,  E  2245 :  knows 
(oO.  A  1780;  has  skill,  T.  ii.  1197;  can 
on,  has  knowledge  of,  F  786;  can  htr 
good,  knows  her  own  advantage,  D  231 ; 
can  thank,  owes  (them)  thanks.  A  i8i8 ; 
ipr.pl.  know,  B  1169. 

Canel-boon,  s.  collar-bone  (lit.  channel- 
bone,  with  reference  to  the  depression 
in  the  neck  behind  the  collar-bone). 
3.  943. 

Canelle,  s.  cinnamon,  R.  137a 

Ceuikedort,  s.  state  of  suspense,  critical 
position,  T.  ii.  1752. 

Canon,  5.  the  'Canon,'  the  title  of  a  book 
by  Avicenna,  C  890;  rule,  explanation, 
A.  pr.  105. 

Canstow,  ip.  s.pr.  knowest  thou,  A.  pr. 
20 ;  canst  thou,  T.  iv.  460. 

Ceuitel,  s.  portion,  A  3008. 

Cape,  ger.  gape  after,  T.  v.  1133.  Sec 
Oape. 

Capel,  s.  horse,  nag,  H  64;  cart-horse, 
D  2150. 

Cappe,  5.  cap,  A  586;  set  the  wrightes 
cappe,  i.  e.  made  a  fool  of  him,  A  3143. 

Carboucle,  s.  carbuncle-stone,  R.  1120. 

Cardiacle,  s.  pain  about  the  heart,  C  313. 

Care,  s.  anxiety,  sorrow,  grief,  trouble,  7. 
63;  T.  i.  505,  587:  ill-luck,  5.  363;  //. 
miseries,  T.  1.  264. 

Care,  v.  feel  anxiety,  E  1212 ;  Care  thee, 
tmp.  s.  be  anxious,  A  3298. 

Careful,  adj.  full  of  trouble.  6.  44,  133 ; 
sorrowful,  A  1565. 

Careyne,  s.  corpse,  carcase,  5. 177. 

Carf ,  cut ;  see  Kerve. 

Cariaere,  s.  a  carrying  away ;  upon  c,  in 
the  way  of  canying  anything  away, 
i.  e.  that  I  can  carry  away,  D  1570; 
Cariages,  s.  pi.  tolls  due  from  the  tenant 
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to  his  feudal  lord  imposed  by  authority, 

Carl,  s.  man,  A  3469;  rustic,  countryman, 

A  545. 

C&role,  s,  a  dance  accompanied  with 
singing,  R.  744, 781.  793. 

Carole,  v,  dance  round  singing,  3.  849; 
pp.  danced,  R.  810. 

Carpe,  v,  talk,  discourse.  A  474. 

Canik,  s.  barge,  D  1688. 

Cart,  s,  chariot,  HF.  943. 

Cartere,  s.  charioteer,  B  5.  p  4. 100. 

Cart-hors, //.  chariot-horses,  HF.  944. 

Caa.  s,  accident,  chance,  HF.  254,  105a; 
affair,  L.  409;  occasion,  B  36;  adven- 
ture, L.  1630;  mischance,  L  1056;  in 
cos  that,  in  case,  A.  ii.  3.  2 ;  upon  cos,  by 
chance,  A  3661;  in  cos  if  that,  in  case 
that,  T.  ii.  758 ;  in  no  maner  cos,  in  no 
way,  D  1831 ;  set  a  cos,  suppose  that,  T. 
ii.  729;  to  dtyen  in  the  cos,  though 
death  were  the  result,  E  859. 

Cast,  s.  occasion,  turn,  B  3477;  contri- 
vance, plan,  HF.  1178. 

Caste,  V.  cast  (accounts),  B  1406;  Caslen, 
V.  throw,  T.  ii.  513;  c.  with  a  spere, 
throw  with  a  spear,  HF.  1048;  fling, 
A  3330;  contrive,  HF.  1170;  Caste,  i 
pr.  s.  conjecture,  A  2172;  Casteth,/>r.  s. 
casts  about,  I  692 ;  considers,  G  1414 ; 
applies,  B  2781;  re^.  devotes  himself, 
G  738 ;  Cast,  pr.  s.  casts,  R.  1574 ;  Caste, 
I  pt.  s.  threw,  5. 172 ;  Casten,  pp.  thrown, 
B  1796;  Cast,  pp.  overthrown,  T.  ii. 
1389;  contrived,  B  3891;  c,  biforn,  pre- 
meditated, I  543. 

Castelled,  adj.  castellated,  I  445. 

Castel-yate,  castle-gate.  HF.  1294. 

Catapuce,  s.  caper-spurge  {^Euphorbia 
Lathyris) ,  B  4155. 

Catel,  s.  property,  wealth,  possessions, 
goods,  A  373,  540. 

Cause,  s.  cause,  i.  26;  A  419;  reason.  T. 
V.  527;  plea,  2.  46;  Cause  causinge, 
first  cause,  T.  iv.  829;  by  the  c.  that, 
because,  A  2488;  by  that  c,  because, 
T.  iv.  99;  Cause  why,  the  reason  why, 
T.  iii.  795;  the  reason  for  it  (was),  A 
4144, 

Causeles,  adv.  without  cause,  F  825. 

Cave,  s.  cave,  HF.  70;  used  to  translate 
the  astrological  term  '  puteus,'  4.  119. 

Cavlllacioun,  s.  cavilling.  D  2136. 

Celebrable,  adj.  celebrated,  B  4.  m  7.  30. 

Celerer,  s.  keeper  of  a  cellar,  B  3126. 

Celle,  5.  cell,  A  172,  1376. 

Centaure,  s.  centaury.  Centaur ea  nigra, 
B  4153. 


Centre,  s.  a  point  on  a  rete  representing 

a  star,  A.  i.  21.  12. 
Ceptre,  5.  sceptre,  B  3334.  3563. 
Cercle,  s.  HF.  791 ;  sphere,  16. 9. 
Cerclen,^/r.  to  encircle,  T.  iii.  1767 ;  pr.  s. 

R.  1619. 
Cered,  pp.  as  adj.  waxed,  G  808. 
Cerial,  adj.  belonging  to   a  species  of 

oak,  the  Quercus  cerris,  A  229a 
Ceriously,    adv.    minutely,     with    full 

details,  B   185.     Ducange  has  '  Seriose, 

fuse,     minutatim,    articulatim.'      From 

Lat.  series^  order. 
Certein,  adj,  sure ;  Certeins,  //.  certain, 

B  5.  p  5.  115;  c.gold,  a  stated  sum  of 

money,  B  242;  c.  tresor,  a  quantity  of 

treasure,    B    442;    c.  yeres,   a    certain 

number  of  years,  B  3367;  Certeyn,  a 

certain  sum,  a  fixed  quantity,  G  776. 
Certein,  adv.  certainly,  indeed,  assuredly, 

A  375. 
Certes,  adv.  certainly,  R.  374, 439. 
Ceruce,  s.  white  lead,  A  630. 
Cese,  V.  cause  to  cease.  T.  i.  445 ;  put  an 

end  to.  4.  II.    See  Cesse. 
Cesse,  V.  cease,  B  1066;  c.  cause ,  ^\itxi 
I       the  cause  ceases,  T.  ii.  483 ;  c,  wind,  when 

the  wind  ceases,  T.  ii.  1388. 
I  Cetewale,  s.  setwall,  i.  e.  zedoary,  A  3207, 
I  B  1951.  O.  F.  citoal.  A  medicinal  sub- 
stance obtained  in  the  East  Indies. 
I  having  a  fragrant  smell,  and  a  warm, 
'       bitter,  aromatic  taste,  used  in  medicine 

as  a  stimulant.     (The  name  setwall  was 

also  given  to  valerian.) 
Ceynt,  s.  cincture,  girdle,  A  3235. 
Chaffare,  s.  bargaining,  I  851;   traffic. 

G  1421;   trade,  A  4389;   merchandise. 

ware,  B  1475,  D  521;  matter,  subject, 

E2438. 
Chaffare,  ger,   to   trade,   barter,   deal, 

traffic,  B  139. 
Chaires,  s.  pi.  thrones,  B  4.  m  2.  6. 
Chal&nere,  v.;  pr.s.  \p,  claim,  F  1324; 

Chalaunged,/>/.  s.  arrogated,  B  2.  p  6.  36. 
Chcklaneriner,  s.  Cadse  claim,  accusation, 

C264. 
Chalaundre,  s.  a  species  of  lark  (Alauda 

calandrd) ,  R.  914 ;  //.  R.  663. 
Chalice,  s.  cup,  I  87^. 
Chalk-stoon,  s.  a  piece  of  chalk,  G  1207. 
Chalons,^/,  blankets  or  coverlets  for  a 

bed,  A  4140.    Cf.  E.  shalloon. 
Chamberere,  s.  maidservant,  lady's  maid, 

D  300. 
Chambre-roof,  roof  of  my  room,  3.  299. 
Champartye,  s.  equality,  participation 

in  power,  A  1949.    F.  champ  parti. 
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Ohanon,  s,  canon,  G  573. 

Chapeleine,  s.  chaplain,  A  164. 

Chapelet,  s.  fillet,  circlet  for  the  head, 
chaplet,  R.  563,  845, 908. 

Ohapitre,  s.  chapter.  D  1945. 

Chapman,  s,  trader,  merchant,  A  397; 
Chapmen,^/.  B  135. 

Chapmanhede,  s,  bargaining.  B  1438; 
trade,  B  143. 

Ohar.  J.  chariot,  7.  ai,  39, 4a 

Oharbocle,  s.  carbuncle  (a  precious 
stone),  B  9061. 

Charere,  s.  load,  burden,  R.  1352 ;  respon- 
sibility, 5.  507;  consideration,  A  1284; 
importance,  3.  894;  care,  A  733;  par- 
ticular note,  D  Q2i;  a  heavy  thing. 
HF.  746;  weight,  L.  620;  consequence, 
L.  2383;  0/  that  no  ch.,  for  that  no 
matter,  it  is  of  no  importance,  G  749. 

ChariTO,  V,  load,  L.  2151 ;  command,  L. 
493;  pp,  burdened,  I  9?;  bidden,  L. 
940. 

Charsreeuit,  adj,  burdensome,  B  2433. 

Char-hors,  pi.  chariot-horses,  T.  v.  1018. 

Cliarit&ble,  adj.  loving.  L.  444 ;  kind,  A 

143. 
Chaxitee,  s.  charity,  love,  T.  i.  49;  for 

seinte  ch.,  i.  e.  either  (i)  for  holy  charity ; 

or  (2)   for  the  sake  of  St.  Charity,  A 

1721,  B  4510,  D  21 19. 
Charmeresees,  fem.  pi.   workers  with 

charms,  HF.  1261. 
Chaste,   v.   to    chasten;   pp.  taught,  F 

491.    O.  F.  chastier.    See  Chastyse. 
Chasteyn,    s.    chestnut,    A   2922.     See 

Chesteynee. 
ChdLstish^e,  j.  chastening,  i.  129. 
Chastyee,  v.  to  rebuke,  restrain,  B  3695 ; 

chasten,  i.  39.    See  Chaste. 
Chaunce,  s,  chance,  A  1752;   incident, 

3.  1285;  destinv,  3.  11 13;  luck,  G  593; 

•  chance,'  a  technical  term  in  the  game 

of  hazard,  C  653. 
ChaunfiriufiT,  s.  change.  21. 17. 
Chaunteth,  pr.  s.  sings,  A  3367,  E  1850. 
Chaunte-pleure,  title  of  a  song  upon 

grief  following  joy,  7.  320. 
Chaunterie,  s.  an  endowment  for  the 

payment  of  a  priest  to  sing  mass,  agree- 
ably to  the  appointment  of  the  founder. 

Asia 
Chayer,  s.  chair,  B  3803 ;  throne,  B  i. 

Cheef,  adj.  chief,  3.  910, 911. 
Cheef,  s.  chief,  head,  L.  2109. 
Cheek,  s.  cheek,  i.  e.  cheekbone,  B  3228.  * 
Cheep,  s.  market,  price ;  to  greet  cheep, 
too    cheap,  D    523;    as  good  chep,  as 


cheaply.  T.  iii.  641 ;  a  time  of  cheapness. 

^  HF.  1974.  ^ 

Chees ;  see  Chese. 

Cheeste,  s.  wrangling,  I  5^6.    A.  S.  ceast. 

Chek,  s.  as  int.  check  (at  cness),  3.  659. 

Chekkere,  s.  chess-board,  3.  66a 

Chekmat,  checkmate,  T.  ii.  754. 

Chelaundre,  R.  81;  see  Chalaundre. 

Chep,  -e ;  see  Cheep. 

Chepe,^^r.  to  bargain  (with  her),  D  268. 

Chere,  s.  face,  countenance,  T.  i.  14 ;  look, 
mien,  R.  1014;  entertainment,  A  747; 
favour,  7.  108;  appearance,  19.  4;  be- 
haviour, A  139;  look,  glance,  sign,  T. 
i.  312;  good  cheer,  mirth.  A  4363; 
kindly  greeting,  4.  146;  show,  B  2377; 
kindly  expression,  E  11 12;  doth  Aim 
chere,  maxes  him  gobd  cheer.  I^  2452 ; 
be  of  good  ch.,  be  of  good  cheer.  T.  i. 
879;  sory  ch.,  mournful  look,  D  j88; 
Cheres,  pi.  faces,  R.  813;   looks,  T.  ii. 

IS«>7. 
Cherl,  s.  churi.  boor,  fellow,  <.  596;   L. 

136 j  slave,  I  463;  man  (in  the  moon), 

1\  I.  1024:  pi.  violent  men,  fierce  men, 

R.  880. 
Chert^e,  s.  affection,  B  1526. 
Cherubinnes,  gen.  cherub's,  A  624. 
Cheryse,  //.  cherries,  R.  1376. 
Ches,  s.  chess,  3.  619,  652, 664. 
Ch^se,  V.  choose,  5.  399,  400;  Cheest,  pr. 

s.  chooseth,  5.  623;  Chees.  i//.  s.  chose. 

3. 791 ;  Chees,  pt.  s.  chose,  B  3706 ;  Chees, 

imp.  s.  choose,  L.  1449;  Cheseth.  imp. 

fl.  D  1232;  Chose, />^.  chosen,  3.  1004. 
Cnesinere,  s.  choosing,  choice.  B  2305.  E 

162. 
Cheste,  s.  chest,  casket.  T.  v.  1368 ;  box, 

trunk,  L.  510;  coffin,  D  502. 
Chesteynes,  pi.  chestnuts,  R.  1375. 
Chevauohee ;  see  Chivaohee. 
Cheve,  v. ;  in  phr.  yvel  mote  he  cheve 

=  ill  may  he  end,  or  ill  may  he  thrive, 

G1225. 
Chevesaile,  s.  (ornamented)  collar  or 

neckband  of  a  gown,  R.  1082. 
Chevlsaunce,    s.  borrowing,   L.  24^: 

agreement  to  borrow,  B  1519;  deaJmg 

for  profit,  A  282. 
Chevies,  v.  rejl.  accomplish  (hex)  desire. 

4.  289.     O.  F.  chevir. 
Chideresse,  s.  a  scold,  R.  150. 
Chieftayn,  s.  captain,  A  2555. 
Chlertee,  s.  fondness,  D  396;   love,  F 

881. 
Chlke,  s.  chicken,  R.  541. 
Chlknes,  pi.  chickens,  A  380. 
Child,  s.  young  man,  A  3325;    Childes 
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pley,  child's  play,  E  1530;  Childe,  with, 
with  child,  L.  IJ323. 

Childhede,  s,  childhood.  R.  399. 

Childly,  adj.  childlike.  3. 1095. 

Cbilindre,  s.  cylinder,  portable  sun-dial, 
B1396. 

Cblmbe,  s,  rim  of  the  barrel,  A  3895. 

Cblmbe,  v.  chime  (as  a  bell).  A  3896. 

Cblmenee,  s.  fireplace,  A  3776. 

Chinche,  s.  niggard,  miser.  B  2793,  2809. 

Chinoherye,  j.  niggardliness,  miserli- 
ness. B  2790. 

Cbirche,  s.  church,  A  708,  2760. 

Chlrche-hawe,  s.  churchyard,  I  964; 
/>/.  I  801. 

Cnirche-reves,  p/,  church-officers, 
churchwardens,  D  1306. 

Chirketh,  pr,  s.  chirps,  D  1804 ;  pres.  ft 
riistling.  B  I.  m  6. 10. 

Obirkiner,  s,  creaking,  grating  noises, 
A  2004, 1  605;  Chirkinges, //.  snriekings, 
cries,  HF.  1^3. 

Chisels,  J.  scissors,  I  418. 

Chit,  chides ;  pr,  s.  of  Chyde. 

Chlteren,  v.  chatter,  prattle,  G  1397. 

Chlterinffe,  s.  chattering,  chirping,  T. 
ii.  68. 

Chiv^hee,  s.  feat  of  horsemanship,  H 
50;  Chevauchee,  swifi  course  (lit.  ride), 
4. 144.  O.  F.  chevauchee^  an  expedition 
on  horseback. 

Chivachye,  s.  a  military  expedition,  A 
85. 

valrye,  s.  knighthood,  the  accom- 
plishments of  a  knight,  A  45;  knightly 
conduct,  valour,  R.  ,1207 ;  L.  608 ;  troops 
of  horse,  cavalry,  company  of  knights, 
A  878. 

Choirl^,  s,  chough,  5.  345. 

Choppen,  v,  strike  downwards,  knock, 
HF.  1824, 

Chose,  pp.  of  Chese. 

Chuk,   s.    cluck,    'chucking'    noise,    B 

4364. 
Chukketh,/r.  s.  clucks,  B  4372. 
Chyde,  v.  chide,  T.  iii.  1433;  complain, 

F650;  reproach,  T.  v.  loo^;  Chit,  ^r.  s. 

chides,  scolds,  G  921 ;  Chidde,  i  //.  s. 

chid,  D  223. 
Chydester,  s.  (female)  scold.  E  1535. 
Chydinsres,  //.  scoldings,  HF.  1028. 
Chsmlnff,    cLdj.   gaping,    yawning,    B  i. 

p  6.  41.    A.  S.  cinan,  to  gape  open. 
Ciclatoun,  s,  a  costly  kind  of  thin  cloth, 

B  1924. 
Cinamome,  s.  cinnamon,  as  a  term  of 

endearment,  sweet  one,  A  3699. 
Cink,  num.  cinque,  five,  C  653. 


Chiv 


Cipres,  s.  cypress,  5.  179;  {collectively), 

cypresses,  R.  138 1. 
Ctroumscry  ve,  v.  enclose,  comprehend, 

T.  V.  i86^. 
Citole,  s.  kind  of  harp,  a  stringed  instru- 
ment, A  1959. 
Citrinacioun,  s,  citronising.  the  turning 

to  the    colour  of  citron,  a  process  in 

alchemy,  G  8i6. 
Citryn,  adj.  citron-coloured,  A  2167. 
Cl€unb,  //.  J.  0/  Climben. 
Clamour,  j.  A  095 ;  outcry,  D  880. 
Claperes,  pi.  burrows  (for  rabbits),  R. 

1405. 
Clappe,  s.  thunderclap,  HF.  104a 
Clappe,  s.  prating,  foolish  talk,  A  3144. 
Clappe,  V.  clap;  hence,  chatter,  prattle, 

G  965 ;  pr.  s.  knocks,  D  1581,  1^84 ;  pr. 

pl.  talk  unceasingly.  I  406;    Clappeth, 

imp.   pl.    E  laoo;    Clapte,  pt.   s.  shut 

quickly,  A  3740. 
Clappinfir,  s.  chatter,  idle  talk,  E  999. 
Clarionlnff,  s.  the  music  of  the  clarion, 

HF.  1242. 
Clarloun,  s.  clarion,  trumpet,  HF.  1240, 

1573,  1579. 
Clarree,  s.  clarified  wine,  wine   mixed 

with  honey  and  spices,  and  afterwards 

strained  till  clear,  A  1471,  E  1807. 
Clasped,  pp.  festened.  A  373. 
Clatereth,  pr.  s.  says  noisily,  B  2259; 

ft.  pl.  rattled,  A  2423. 
Ciateringre,  s.  clanking,  A  2492 ;  clashing, 

D1865. 
Clause,    s.   sentence;    also,   agreement, 

stipulation,  T.  ii.  728 ;  in  a  clause,  in  a 

short  sentence,  briefly,  22.  38. 
Clawe,  V.  rub,  D  940 ;  ger.  to  scratch,  T. 

iv.  728;  ft.  s.  stroked,  A  4326;   Clew, 

1  //.  s.  ruDbed,  HF.  1702. 
Cleerly,  adv.  entirely,  B  1566. 
Cleemesse,  s.  glory,  G  403. 
Clefte,//.  J.  of  Cleve  (i). 
Cl^ne,  adj.  clean.  A  504;   unmixed,  B 

1 183. 
Cl^ne,  adv.  clean,  entirely,  wholly,  R.  1380. 
Clennesse,  s.  purity,  A  506. 
Clense,  v.  cleanse,  A  631. 
Clepen,  v.  call,  name,  A  643.  2730;  call 

out,  A  3577;  fr.  s.  D  102;  F  382;  men 

cl.,  people  call,  E  iiv,  Clepe  .  .  .  ayein 

{or  again),  v.  recall,  T.  li.  521;  ft.  s. 

called,    F    374;    Clepte,  ft.   s.   called, 

R.  1331:  summoned,  B  2432;  C\epX,ff. 

named,  G  863. 
Clere,  adj.  clear,  R.  681;  bright,  3.  3A0; 

well-sounding,  3.  347 ;  noble,  pure,  HF. 

1575. 
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Olere,  adv.  clearly,  A  170;  L.  139. 
Clere,  v,  grow  clear,  T.  ii.  2,  806 ;  ^er.  to 
grow  bnght.  T.  v.  519:  to  shine  clearly, 

L.773- 
Clerer,  adj.  comp.  brighter,  3.  822. 
Clerereon,  s.  a  chorister-boy,  B  1693. 
Clersrial,  adj.  clerkly,  learned,  G  752. 
Clergrye,  s.  learning,  D  1277. 
Clerk,  s.  clerk,  scholar,  student,  A  285; 

writer,  D  689. 
Olemesse,  s.  brightness,  L.  84. 
Cleve  (i),  V.  cleave,  cut,  split,  R.  859;  L. 

758 ;  Clefte,  pt.  s.  split,  3.  72 ;   Cloven, 

j^.  A  2934;    Clove,  //.  cleft,  dimpled, 

R.SSO. 
Cleve  (2) ,  V.  adhere ;  pr.  //.  B  3.  p  11. 112. 
Clew,  s.  clew,  L.  2140. 
Clew,//,  s.  of  Clawe. 
Cley,  J.  clay.  G  807. 
Cllfte,  s.  cleft,  L.  740;  chink,  B  4.  p  4. 

CUket,  J.  latch-key,  £  2046,  21 17,  2121. 

2123. 
Climben,  v.  climb,  F  106 ;  Clamb,  pt.  s. 

B  1987;  Clorab,  I  pi.  s.  climbed,  HF. 

1118;  Clomben, /A //.  climbed,  A  3636; 

Clamben,  pt.    pi.  climbed,   HF.    2151; 

Cloumben,  B  2590;  Clomben,  //>.  T.  i. 

215;    ascended,   B    4388;    Clombe,  pp. 

risen,  B  12 ;  iverg  clombe,  hadst  climbed, 

CUnkhifir,  s.  tinkling.  B  3984. 
Clippe  fi),  ipr.  s.  embrace,  T.  iii.  1344. 
Clippe  (2),  V.  cut  hair,  A  3326. 
ClippineTt  s.  embracing,  R.  342. 
Clobbed,  adj.  clubbed,  B  3088. 
Cloisterer,  s.  resident  in  a  cloister,  A 

259,  3661. 
Cloisterlees,  adj.  outside  of  a  cloister,  A 

179. 
Cloke,  s.  cloak,  T.  iii.  738. 
Clokke,  s.  clock,  B  4044 ;  0/  the  cl.,  by 

the  clock,  B  14. 
Clom.  inter/,  be  silent,  mum !  A  3638. 
Clombe,  -n ;  see  Climben. 
C1668,  adj.  close,  secret,  T.  ii.  1534 ;  closed, 

B  4522 ;  Clos,  closed,  R.  1675. 
C16oth,  s.  piece  of  clothing,    D    1633; 

infants'  clothing,  T.  iii.  733. 
Clos,  s.  enclosure,  B  4550. 
Closet,  s.  small  room,  T.  ii.  599,  1215. 
Closingr,  s.  enclosure,  boundary.  R.  527. 
Closure,  s.  enclosure,  I  870. 
Clote-leef,  s.  a  leaf  of  the  burdock  or 

clote-bur,   G   577.    A.  S.  date,  a  bur- 
dock. 
C16th,  s.  cloth,  garment,  D  238 ;  clothes, 

D  1881. 


Clothen,  v.  ctothe,  T.  v.  141 8 ;  Cladde. 
//.  s.  clad,  T.  iv.  1690;  rejl.  clothed  him- 
self, 7.  145 ;  Cledde,  //.  s.  T.  iii.  152 1 ; 
Clad,  pp.  R.  409;  covered,  A  294;  fur- 
nished, 3.  352. 

Clothered,  pp.  clotted,  coagulated.  A 
2745.     (Other  MSS.  clotered,  clotred.) 

Clothlees,  adj.  naked,  1 343. 

Cloud,  s.  sky,  T.  iii.  433. 

Cloumben ;  see  Climben. 

Clout,  s.  bit  of  cloth,  C  736;  patch.  R. 
458 ;  pi.  fragments.  E  1953 ;  rags,  C  348. 

Clouted,  pp.  patched  up,  R.  223. 

C\ov&a,  pp.  <>/ Cleve  (i). 

Clowes,  M  claws,  HF.  1785. 

Clow-ffelofre,  pp.  clove,  the  spice  so 
called,  R.  1368:  Clowe-gilofre,  B  1952. 
Fr.  clou  degirojle. 

Clustred,  pp.  covered  with  clouds,  B  i. 
m  3.  6.     (iAt.  £^lomerantur.) 

Clymat,  s.  a  belt  or  zone  of  the  earth 
included  between  two  given  lines  of 
latitude,  A.  ii.  39.  28 ;  pi.  zones  of  lati- 
tude, A.  i.  3.  4 ;  Clymates,  sets  of  almi- 
canteras  calculated  for  various  terrestrial 
latitudes,  A.  i.  14. 4. 

Cly  ven,  pr.  pi.  cleave,  keep,  B  3.  p  11. 115. 

Cly ves,  //.  cliffs,  L.  1470. 

Coaerulat,  pp.  clotted,  G  811. 

Cod,  s.  bag ;  used  of  the  receptacle  of  the 
stomach.  C  534. 

Coempcioun,  s.  an  imposition  so  called. 
lit.  joint  purchase,  the  buying  up  of  the 
whole  of  any  commodity  in  the  market, 
B  I.  p  4.  90. 

Cofre,  s.  coffer,  chest,  L.  380;  money-box, 
F  1571 ;  coffin,  $.  177. 

Cog'g'e,  s.  cock-boat,  L.  1481. 

Cogrbe,  j^er.  to  cough,  T.  ii.  254. 

Coillons,  pi.  testicles,  C  952. 

Cok,  s.  cock,  5.  350 ;  tAridde  c,  third  cock, 
A  4233. 

Cok !  cok !  the  noise  made  by  a  cock,  B 
4467. 

Cokenay,  s.  cockney,  effeminate  creature, 
A  4208. 

Coke  wold,  s.  cuckold,  A  3152. 

Cokkel,  s.  cockle,  i.  e.  the  corn-cockle, 
Agrostfmma  g'Uhago,  B  1183. 

Cokkes,  corruption  <>/*Goddes,  H  9,  I  99. 

Cokkow,  s.  cuckoo.  HF.  243. 

C61,  s.  coal,  T.  ii.  1332;  Cole,  A  2692. 

Col-blak,  adj.  coal-black,  A  2142. 

Cold,  adj.  cold.  A  420;  chilling  (often  in 
phr.  cares  colde),  T.  iii.  1260;  disastrous, 
B  4446. 

Colde,  V.  grow  cold,  B  879,  F  1023. 

Coler,  s.  collar,  T.  v.  811:   Colers,  //. 
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collars,  A  2152  (or  read  colerd,  provided 

with  collars). 
CoUra  (Lat.).  choler,  B  41 18. 
Colore,  J.  choler,  B  4136. 
Colerik,  adj.  choleric,  A  587.  B  4145. 
Col-fox,  X.  coal-fox,  fox  with  black  marks, 

B4405. 
Collckcioun,  s.  conference,  E  325. 
Collatercbl,  adj.  adventitious,  subordinate, 

T.  i.  262. 
Collect,  pp,  collected  in  groups,  F  1275. 
Col6ur,  J.  colour,  7.   173;   complexion, 

hue,  R.  213;  outward  appearance,  2.  66; 

pretence,  10.  21 ;  excuse,  D  399 ;  pL  fine 

phrases,  HF.  859;    hues,  pretences   (a 

pun),  Fsii. 
Colpons,  //.   shreds,    bundles,  A  679; 

billets,  A  2867. 
Coltish,  adj,  like  a  colt.  E  1847. 
Columbyn,  adj.  dove-like,  £  2141. 
Colver,  s.  dove,  L.  2319.    A.  S.  culfre. 
Combred,  pp.  encumbered,  B  3.  m  10. 9. 
Combre-world,  s.  one  who  encumbers 

the  world,  who  lives  too  long,  T.  iv.  279. 
Combust,  pp.  burnt,  G  811;  quenched 

(as  being  too  near  the  sun),  T.  lii.  717. 
Come,  V.  come ;  come  thereby,  come  by  it, 

acquire  it,  G  1395 ;  Come,  ger.  to  come, 

future,  3.  708 ;  Comestow,  comest  thou, 

L.   1887 :    Cometh,  pr.  s.  as  fut.  shall 

come,  4,  II ;   Comth,  pr.  s.  comes,  B 

407 ;  Cam,//,  s.  came,  F  81 ;  Com, />/.  s. 

3.  134 ;  Comen,  //.  p/.  L.  1241 ;  Cfimen, 

//.  come,  4.  81 ;  ben  comen,  are  come,  B 

1 130;  Com  of,  i.  e.  seize  the  opportunity, 

be  quick,  T.  ii.  1738 ;  D  1602 ;  Cometh, 

imp.  pi.  A  839. 
C6me,  s.  coming,  G  343.    A.  S.  cyme. 
Comddie,  s.  comedy,  pleasant  tale,  one 

that  ends  happily,  T.  v.  1788. 
Comeveden,  2  pr.  pi.  as  2  pr.  s.,  didst 

instigate,  T.  iii.  17.    See  Commeveth. 
Comlily,  adv.  in  a  comely  way,  3.  848. 
Commeveth,  pr.  s.  moves,  induces,  T.  v. 

1783;  Commeve,  pr.  s.  subj.  move,  T.  v. 

1386.  See  Commoeve,  Comeveden. 
Commoeve,  ger.  to  move,  influence,  B  4. 

P  4-  275- 
Commoevinere,    j.  moving,  disturbing, 

B  I.  m  4.  6. 
Commune,  adj.  general,  common,  B  155 ; 

in  c,  commonly,  A  1261. 
Commune,  s.  the  commons,  E  70;  pi. 

commoners,  A  2509. 
Compadernable,  adj.  companionable,  B 

1194. 
Company e,  s.  company,    A   24;    com- 
panionship, 4.  219. 


Comparisoned,  pp.  compared,  B  2.  p  7. 
118. 

Compas,  s.  circuit,  4. 137 ;  circlet,  wreath, 
R,  000;  circle,  A  1889;  *  very  large 
circle,  HF.  798;  circumference,  20.  5; 
enclosure,  orb,  world,  as  in  tryne  compas, 
the  threefold  world  (earth,  sea,  and 
heaven),  G  45 ;  pair  of  compasses,  A.  ii. 
4a  13;  craft,  contriving,  HF.  462;  pi. 
circles  {or,  perhaps,  pairs  of  compasses) , 
HF.  1302. 

Compasment,  s.  plotting,  contrivance, 
L.  1416. 

Compasse,  v.  contrive,  R.  194;  planned, 
L.  1414;  Comi)assed,  pp.  drawn  with 
compasses,  kshioned  circularly,  A.  i. 
18.  I ;  planned,  L.  1543. 

Compassing,  s.  dimension,  R.  1350;  con- 
trivance, A  1996. 

Compeer,  s.  gossip,  close  friend,  A  670 ; 
comrade,  A  4419. 

Compilatour,  j.  compiler,  A.  pr.  70. 

C6mpleynt,  s.  a  '  complaint '  or  ballad,  2. 

^43;  3.464. 

Complezloun,  s,  complexion,  A  333; 
temperament,  I  585 ;  the  (four)  tempera- 
ments. HF.  21. 

Compline,  s.  evening  service,  A  4171. 

Complisshen,  v.  accomplish,  B  4.  p  4. 24. 

Comporte,  v.  bear,  endure,  T.  v.  1397. 

Composicioun,  s.  agreement,  A  848, 
2651. 

Compotent,  adj.  all-powerful,  B  5.  p  6. 

53. 

Compouned,  pp.  composed,  HF.  1029; 
tempered,  L.  2585;  mingled.  HF.  2108; 
constructed,  drawn,  A.  pr.  11. 

Comprehende,  v.  take  (it)  in,  T.  iv.  891 ; 
take  in  (in  the  mind),  F  223 ;  pr.  s.  com- 
prises, I  1043. 

Comprende,  v.  comprehend,  contain,  T. 
iii.  1687. 

Comunalitee,  s.  empire,  B  4.  p  6. 402. 

Comune,  adj.  general,  common  to  all,  T. 
iii.  1415;  accustomed  to,  3.  812;  Comun 
profit,  the  good  of  the  countr)^,  5.  47,  75. 

Comune,  s.  a  common  share  in  a  thing, 
E  1313. 

Comsm,  s.  cummin,  B  2045.  'A  dwarf 
umbelliferous  plant,  somewhat  resem- 
bling fennel,  cultivated  for  its  seeds.'  — 
Webster. 

Con,  imp.  s.  grant ;  Con  me  thank,  grant 
me  thanks,  thank  me,  A.  pr.  62. 

Conceite,  s.  conception,  thought,  L.  1764 ; 
idea.  G  1214 ;  notion,  T.  i.  996. 

Conclude,  v.  draw  a  conclusion,  B  14; 
include,   put  together,  G  439;  attain  to 
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success.  G  773;  s^er.  to  summarize,  A 
1358 ;  Concludfed,  fp,  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, E  1607. 

Oonclusioun,  s.  decision,  judgement,  A 
1845 ;  result,  successful  end  of  an  experi- 
ment, G672;  purpose,  D  11^;  moral,  L. 
2723;  reason.  F  49a;  performance,  F 
1263 ;  result,  summary,  A  1743 ;  end  (of 
life),  HF.  103;  fete,  22.  23;  as  in  c, 
after  all,  4.  257;  15.  4;  Conclusiouns, 
//.  mathematical  propositions,  theorems, 
A  3193. 

Oondys,  p/,  conduits,  R.  1414. 

Oonfedred,  /^.  rendered  confederates, 
conjoined,  2. 42,  52. 

Gonferme,  v.  confirm,  T.  ii.  1526. 

Gonflrme,  ^tr,  B  4.  p  7. 90  (but  an  error 
for  conforme  ;  Lat. '  conformandae '). 

Confiteor, '  I  confess,'  I  386. 

Confltiire,  s,  composition,  C  862.  Fr. 
confiture,  a  mixture,  preserve. 

Coniorten,  v.  comfort,  E  1918 ;  ^.  s,  en- 
courages, A  2716  \  pr.pl.  strengthen,  1 652. 

Confounde,  v.  destroy,  i.  40 ;  12.  10 ;  pp. 
put  to  confiision,  i.  5;  overwhelmed,  B 
100 ;  destroyed  in  soul,  G  137. 

C6nfu8,  p(.  as  adj.  confused,  T.  iv.  356 ; 
convictea  of  folly,  G  463 ;  confounded, 
A  2230. 

Oonffeyen,  v.  give  us  our  cong6e,  tell  us 
to  depart,  T.  v.  479. 

Conjeotest,  2  pr.  s.  supposest.  T.  iv.  1026. 

OonJeotinfireB,  pi.  conjectures.  B  2598. 

Oonloinlnere,  s.  conjunction.  G  95. 

Oonjuraoioun,  s.  conjuring,  I  603. 

Oonne,  v.  be  able,  L.  2044 ;  know,  T.  iii. 
83;  have  experience,  T.  i.  647;  know 
how,  T.  iii.  377;  con,  learn,  B  1730; 
Conne,  i  pr.  s.  can,  T.  ii.  ^9 ;  2  pr,  s,  subj. 
canst,  knowest  how.  T.  li.  1497;  pr.  s. 
subj.  may,  A  4396 ;  i  pr.pl.  can,  are  able, 
B483;  know,  HF.  335;  Conne,  2 /r. //. 
can,  A  4123 ;  can  (do) ,  T.  i.  776 ;  owe  (me 
thanks),  T.  ii.  1466;  Connen,  pr.  pi. 
know  how  to,  E  2438;  cU  conne  /u^ 
whether  he  may  know,  G  846. 

GoxmlnfiTy  j.  skill,  knowledge,  L.  68.  412'; 
T.  i.  83 ;  experience,  B  1671 ;  learning,  B 
2929. 

ConnlnfiT,  adj.  skilful.  B  3690. 

Connlnfirest,  most  skilful.  T.  i.  331. 

Ooxmlnffly,  adv.  skilfully.  £  1017. 

Oonseorat,  consecrated,  B  3207. 

Conseil,  s.  council,  B  204;  counsel,  B 
425;  secret  counsel,  A  1141;  secret,  A 
3504;  advice,  B  221 1;  counsellor,  A 
1 147. 

Oonselle,  v.  counsel ;  pt.pl.  B  2554. 


Consentant,  adj.  consentient,  consenting 

(to).  C  276. 

Consentnk,  adj.  having  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  17.  5 ;  tending  to  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  16.  9 ;  at  the  same  altitude.  A.  it  3. 

Coneequent,  s.  sequel,  result,  B  2577. 

Ck>ii8ervatif ,  culj.  preserving ;  c.  the  S4mm, 
preserving  the  sound,  HF.  847. 

Conserve,  v.  keep,  preserve,  T.  iv.  1664. 

Ck>n8l8t6rie,  s.  council,  T.  iv.  65 ;  court 
of  justice,  C  162. 

Oonspiracye,  s.  plot,  B  3889,  C  149. 

Oonatable,  s.  governor,  n  512. 

Ck>nst4ble88e,  s.  constable^s  wife,  B  539. 

Ck>n8taunoe,  s.  constancy,  I  737. 

OOQStellacioun,  s,  influence  of  the  stars, 
F781. 

Constresmeth,  pr.  s.  constrains.  E  800; 
pt.  s.  L.  105 ;  pt.  s.  re/,  contracted  her- 
self. B  I.  p  I.  15 ;  pp.  constrained,  com- 
pelled, E  527,  F  764,  769. 

Constreynte,  s.  distress.  T.  iv.  741. 

Ck>n8trde,  v.  divine,  make  out.  T.  iii.  33 ; 
^er,  to  translate,  B  1718 ;  imp.  pi.  inter- 
pret, L.  152. 

Oonsulers,  s.pl.  consuls,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 

Oonsumpte,  pp.  pi.  consumed,  B  2.  m  7. 
37. 

Contckfirloua,  adf.  contiguous,  B  3.  p  12. 5. 

Oontek,  s.  strife,  contest,  T.  v.  1479;  A 
2003. 

Oontemplaunoe,  s.  contemplation,  D 
1893. 

Oontenanoe,  s.  appearance,  F 1485 ;  show, 
B  2378 ;  gesture,  B  am ;  demeanour.  E 

re4;  self-possession,  E  mo;  pretence. 
858 ;  jbnd  his  c,  i.  e.  disposed  himself, 
T.  iii.  979 ;  pi.  modes  of  behaviour,  R. 

lOOI. 

Oontene,  v.  contain,  T.  iii.  502 ;  pt.  s,  held 

together,  B  3.  p  12. 40. 
Continued,  pp.  accompanied,  eked  out. 

I  1046. 
Contract,  pp.  contracted,  incurred,  I_334. 
Contraire,  adj.  contrary,  R.  348;  T:  u 

212. 
Contraire,  s.  the   contrary,  HF.  1540; 

adversary.  2.  64. 
Contr&rie,  adj.  contrary,  B  3964:  in  c.^ 

in  contradiction,  G  1477. 
C6ntrarie,  s.  contrary,  A  3057 ;  contrary 

thing.    HF.    808;    opponent,    A    1859; 

opposition,  T.  i.  418. 
Contr&rien,  v.  oppose,  F  705 ;  /A  j.  gain- 
said, D  1044. 
Contrarioua,  adj.  contrary,  adverse,  B 

2249 ;  //.  B.  2311. 
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ContrarlouBtee,  s.  contrary  state,  I IC77. 

Contree,  country,  R.  768;  fotherland, 
home.  B  3.  p  4.  lao. 

Contree-folk,  people  of  his  .country,  L. 
ai6i. 

Contree-houaes,  //.  houses  of  his  coun- 
try, homes,  7.  25.    Lat.  domoj  pastas, 

Oontree-waJiti,  to  bis,  towards  his 
country,  L.  2176. 

Oontubemlal,  ad;\  familiar,  at  home 
with  (lit.  sharing  the  same  tent  with), 
I  760. 

Contumax,  adj\  contumacious.  I  40a. 

Convenient,  adj.  fitting,  suitable,  I  421 ; 
pL  suitable,  F  1278. 

Oonvers ;  in  convers,  on  the  reverse  side, 
T.  V.  18  la 

Oonversaoiouzi.  j.  conversation,  i.  e. 
manner  of  life,  0  2501. 

Oonverte,  v.  change,  T.  i.  308 ;  swerve. 
C  212;  ger,  to  change  his  ways,  T.  iv. 
1412 ;  to  change  her  mind,  T.  ii.  903. 

Convertible,  adj,  equivalent,  A  4395. 

Conveyen,  v.  introduce,  E  55 ;  /r.  j.  ac- 
companies, L.  2305;  //.  //.  conducted 
on  their  way,  A  2737. 

Convict,  pp.  overcome,  i.  86. 

Cony,  s,  rabbit;  Conies,  //.  R.  1404; 
Conyes,  pi,  5.  193. 

Cook,  J.  cook,  A  351 ;  Cokes,//.  C  538. 

Coomen, //.//.  came,  B  1805. 

Cop,  s,  top,  A  554 ;  summit,  B  2.  m  4.  6 ; 
hill-top,  HF.  1166. 

Cope,  s,  cope,  A  260 ;  cape,  R.  408 ;  cloak, 
T.  iii.  724 ;  vault,  L.  1527. 

Coper,  J.  copper,  HF.  1487. 

Copie,  J.  copy,  T.  ii.  1697. 

Coppe,  J.  cup,  A  134,  F  942. 

Cor^e,  C6raffe,  s.  heart,  spirit,  mind, 
disposition,  mood,  inclination,  R.  257, 
423,  849,  1303,  1614 ;  A  22 ;  courage,  B 
1970;  will,  desire,  B  2713;  impetuosity, 
I  655;  attention,  H  164;  spite,  R.  ici; 
encouragement,  R.  22 ;  of  his  c,  in  nis 
disposition,  F  22 ;  Corages,  //.  disposi- 
tions, natures,  A  iz. 

Corbets,//.  corbels,  HF.  1304. 

Cordeth,  pr,  s.  sqerees,  T.  ii.  1043. 

Cordewckne,  j.  Cordovan  leather,  B  1922. 

Corfew-t3nme,  s,  curfew-time,  about  8 
pjn..A3645. 

Corigre,  V,  correct ;  /r.  j.  B  4.  p  7.  39. 

Cormeraunt,  s,  cormorant,  5. 362. 

Cor  meum  eructavit,  D  1934.  See  Ps. 
xlv.  I. 

Com,  J.  grain,  A  562 ;  chief  portion,  B 
3144 ;  Comes,  pi,  crops  of  com,  B  3225 ; 
grains  of  com,  HF.  698. 


Comemuse,  s,  bagpipe,  HF.  1218.  Fr. 
comemuse, 

Comiculere,  j.  registrar,  secretary,  G 
369.  Lat.  comicularius,  a  registrar, 
clerk  to  a  magistrate. 

Corny,  adj.  applied  to  ale,  strong  of  the 
com  or  malt,  C  315,  456. 

Corone,  s,  crown,  garland,  E  381;  Co- 
roune,  crown,  garland,  2.  q8;  C6roun, 
crown.  L.  216;  the  constellation  called 
•  the  Northern  Crown,'  L.  2224. 

Corosif ,  adj,  corrosive,  G  853. 

Coroumpin|ro»  i'  corruption,  B  3.  p  12. 
82. 

Cor6uned,//.  crowned,  B  3555. 

Corpus,  s,  body,  A  3743 ;  Corpus,  the  body 
(e.  g.  of  Christ),  B  3096;  Corpus  Domi- 
HuSf  false  Latin  for  corpus  Domini,  the 
body  of  the  Lord,  B  1625;  Corpus 
Madrian,  the  body  of  St.  Mathurin, 
B  3082 ;  Corpus  bones,  an  intentionally 
nonsensical  oath,  composed  of  '  corpus 
domini,'  the  Lord's  body,  and  'bones,' 
C314. 

Correccioun,  j.  fine,  D  1617. 

Corrumpable,  adj.  corruptible.  A  3010. 

Comunpetb,  pr,  s.  becomes  corrupt,  L. 
2237 ;  pt.  s.  corrupted,  I  819. 

Corrupcioun,  j.  destroyer,  5.  614. 

Cora,  s.  body,  L.  676,  876;  corpse,  T.  v. 

742. 
Corse,  >r.  s.  subj,  curse^  E  1308. 
Corsedneese,  s.  abomination,  T.  iv.  994. 
Corseynt,  s,  a  saint  (lit.  holy  body)  ;  esp. 

a  shrine,  HF.  117.    O.  F.  cors  setni, 
Corumpe,  v,  become  corrupt,  B  3.  p  zi. 

58.    See  Corrumpe. 
Corve,  -n ;  see  Kerve. 
Cosin,  s,  cousin,  A  Z131;  as  adj,  akin, 

suitable  to,  A  742,  H  210;   Cosins  ger- 

mayns,  cousins-german,  first  cousins,  B 

2558. 
Cosinagre,  s,  kinship,  B  1226.  Z329. 
Cost  (i),  J.  expense,  A  192,  2Z3. 


Cost    (2),  s,  choice,  condition;    Nedes 

sit) 
condition,  state. 


cost,  of  necessity  (lit.  by  condition  of 
necessity),  L.  2^97.    Icel.  >{vj/lr,  choice. 


Costagre,  s.  cost,  expense,  B  1235, 1562. 
Coste,  s.  coast,  B  1626 ;  region,  D  922 ; 

Costes,  pi.  parts  of  the  sky,  A.  i.  19.  zo. 
CosteylniTt  pres.  part,  coasting,  R.  Z34. 
Costlewe,  adj,  costly,  I  4Z5.    Cfl  Icel. 

kostligr. 
Costrel,  s.  flask,  kind  of  bottle,  L.  2666. 
Cote,  s,  cot,  E  398 :  dungeon,  A  2457. 
Cote,  s.  coat,  jacket  (for  a  man),  A  Z03, 

328;    skirt,   petticoat,  or  gown    (for  a 
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woman),  R.  226;  pi,  coats,  surcoats,  or 
coats-ot-anns  (see  below),  HF.  1332. 

Ck>te-ctrxnurey  coat-armour,  coat  shew- 
ing the  arms,  coat-of-arms,  T.  v.  1651. 

Couche,  t/.  lay  down,  place;  cower,  £ 
iao6 ;  pt.  s,  laid  in  order,  placed,  5.  216 ; 
G  1157;  pp*  set,  placed,  laid,  A  2933, 
3211 ;  l>eset,  begemmed,  A  2161. 

Couchinff,  s,  laying  down,  letting  the 
astrolabe  lie  fiat  on  the  ground,  A.  ii. 
29.29. 

Ooude,  I  pt,  s.  could,  was  able,  L.  116; 
knew  how,  3.  517;  pi,  s,  knew,  3.  667, 
Z012 ;  understood,  R.  179 ;  as  aux.  could, 
R.  175 ;  Coude  her  good,  knew  what  was 
for  Dido's  advantage,  L.  1x82;  Coude  ' 
no  good,  knew  no  good,  was  imtrained, 

?.  390;  Coud^/.  known,  3.  787;  learnt, 
1041.    See  OiEkn,  Conne. 
Counseil,  s.  advice,  A  784;   secrets,  A 

665 ;  Counseyl,  secret,  5.  348. 
Covinte,  I  pr.  s,  account,  11.  29;  //.  j.  3. 

718. 
Oountenavince,  s.  appearance,  show,  A 

1926 ;  looks,  appearance,  G  1264 ;  shew- 
ing ^vour,  3.  1022 ;  demeanour,  R.  8x4 ; 

pretext,  A  4421 ;  pi.  looks,  R.  X309. 
Oountiiig>-Dord,  s.  counting-house  table, 

B1273. 
Oountour  (i),  s,  arithmetician,  3.  435; 

auditor,  A  359. 
Countour  (2),  s.  abacus,  counting-board, 

3.  436 ;  counting-house,  B  X403. 
Coiintour-houB,   j.  counting-house.  B 

1267. 
Countrepeise,  v.  render  equivalent,  HF. 

1750;  countervail,  T.  iii.  1407. 
Ooiintrepleted,  pp.  made  the  subject  of 

pleadings  and  counter-pleadings,  argued 

against,  L.  476. 
Countretaille,  s,  lit  countertally,  i.  e. 

correspondence  (of  sound) ;  ai  ihe  c.^  in 

reply,  E  1190. 
Countrewait>e,  pr.  s.  subj.  keep  watch 

over,  I  1005 ;  watch  against,  B  2509. 
Coupable,   adj,  culpable,  blameworthy, 

B  2731, 1  414. 
Coupe,  s.  cup,  L.  1x22. 
Coured,  pi.  s.  cowered,  R.  465. 
Oours,  s.  course,  T.  ii.  970;  life  on  earth, 

G  387 ;  orbit,  A  2454. 
Courser,  s.  horse,  T.  ii.  loii ;  //.  steeds, 

A  2501. 
Court,  s.  court,  A  140 ;  manor-house,  D 

2x62. 
Courtepy,  an  upper  short  coat  of  a  coarse 

material,  R.  220;  A  290.  D  1382. 
Court^man,  s.  courtier,  E  1492. 


Couthe,  I  //.  s.  could,  R.  513 :  knew,  3. 
800;  knew  how,  A  390;  Couth,  pp. 
known,  T.  iv.  61 ;  Couthe,  pp,  pL  well- 
known, 'A  14. 

Couthe,  adv.  in  a  known  way,  Daanifestly. 
HF.757. 

Coveityee,  s.  covetousness,  A  3884,  C 
424 ;  bodily  craving,  I  819 ;  lust,  I  336. 

Covenable',  adj.  fit,  proper,  fitting,  suit- 
able. 18.  25;  agreeable,  B  4.  p  6.  224; 
congruous,  B  3.  p  X2.  179. 

Covenably,  adv.  suitably,  fitly,  B  2423. 

Covent,  s.  convent,  conventual  body,  B 
1827,  D  1863. 

Coverchlef,  s.  kerchief  worn  on  the  head, 
D  590; //.A  453. 

Covercle,  s.  pot-lid,  HF.  792. 

Covered,  pp.  covered,  A  354 ;  recovered 
from,  healed  of,  L.  762, 

Covertly,  adv.  secretly,  R.  19. 

Coverture,  j.  disguise,  R.  1588;  Cover- 
tures, pi.  coverings.  I  198. 

Covetour,  j.  one  who  covets,  4.  262. 

Covyne,  s.  deceitfulness,  A  604.  *  Covine, 
a  deceitful  agreement  between  two  or 
more  to  the  prejudice  of  another;' 
Cowel.  Law  Dictionary. 

Cow,  J.  chough.  D  232.    See  Cho^h. 

Coward,  adj.  cowardly,  5. 349. 

Oowardye,  s.  cowardice,  A  273a 

Cowardyse,  j.  cowardice,  T.  iv.6o2.v.4i2. 

Coy,  adj.  quiet,  A  1x9;  shy,  L.  1548. 

Coye,  V.  quiet,  calm,  cajole,  T.  it  801. 

Coynes,  //.  quinces,  R.  1374.  O.  F.  coim^ 
quince. 

Crabbed,  adj.  shrewish,  cross,  bitter.  E 
1203. 

Cracchingr,  s.  scratching,  A  2834. 

Craft,  s.  cunning.  C  84;  skill,  T.  i.  665; 
art,  R.  687 ;  trade,  occupation,  3.  791 ;  A 
692;  secret,  mystery,  R.  X634;  might,  B 
3258;  contrivance,  F  249. 

Crieutily,  adv.  artfully,  in  a  studied  man- 
ner. T.  ii.  X026 ;  skilfully,  B  48. 

Crafty,  adj.  skilful,  clever,  A  X897 ;  sensi- 
ble. 3.  439. 

Craketh,  pr.  s.  utters  boldiv,  A  400X; 
sings  in  a  grating  tone  (like  a  corn- 
crake). E  1850. 

Citimpissheth,  pr.  s.  draws  convulsively 
together,  contracts,  7.  171.  Cf.  'Deth 
crampishing  into  their  hert  gan  crepe ;  * 
Lydgate,  Falls  of  Princes,  bk.  i.  c  9. 
Cf.  O.F.  crampir, '  fitre  tordu ; '  Godefroy. 

erased,  pp.  cracked,  G  934. 

Creant,  adj. ;  seith  creani,  acknowledges 
himself  beaten,  I  698.  Probably  short 
for  recreant. 
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Great,  //.  created,  16.  2 ;  B  2293. 
Creaunce,  s.  credence,  belief,  creed,  B 

915;  object  of  faith,  B  34a 
Creaunce,  v.  bprrow  on  credit,  B  1479 ; 

^r.  J.  borrows,  B  1493 ;  //.  B  1556. 
Creep,  ^/.  j.  0/  Crepe. 
Crekee,^/.  crooked  devices,  wiles.  A  4051. 

See  Cre^Jk,  j.  (i),  {  7,  in  the   New  E. 

Diet 
Crepe,  v.  creep,  3. 144 ;  Creep,  //.  s.  crept, 

A  4226 ;  Crepten,  pf.j^i.  D  1698 ;  Cropen, 

pp.  crept,  T.  lii.  ion. 
Crepul,  s.  cripple,  T.  iv.  1459. 
Grepusculis,  s,  pi.  twilights,  durations 

of  twilight,  A.  ii.  6.  rubric. 
Crevace,  s.  crevice,  crack,  HF.  2086. 
Crinkled,/^,  full  of  turns  or  cranks.  L. 

2012. 
Crips,  adj.  crisp,  curly,  HF.  1386;  Crisp, 

R.  824. 
Cristen,  adj.  Christian,  B  222,  1679. 
Cristendom,  s.  the  Christian  religion,  B 

351 ;  Christianity,  G  447. 
Cnstenly,  adv.  in  a  Christian  manner,  B 

1 122. 
Crlstianltee,  s.  company  of  Christians,  B 

544* 
Croce,  s.  staflf,  stick,  D  484,    See  Crose, 

}  2,  in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Crois,  s.  cross,  i.  60. 
Croked,  adj.  crooked,  R.  926;  crooked 

(things),  13.  8;  'tortuous,'  A.  ii.  28.  32. 
Crokes,  pi.  crooks,  hooks,  L.  640. 
Crokke,  s.  earthenware  pot,  13.  12. 
Crommee,  s.  pi.  crumbs,  G  60. 
Crone,  s.  crone,  hag,  B  432. 
Oronlque,  s.  chronicle,  B  4398. 
CrooB-ljme,  s.  cross-line,  the  line  firom 

right  to  left  through  the  centre,  A.  i. 

12.7. 
Crop,  J.  top,  sprout,  new  twig,  T.  ii.  348 ; 

crop  and  rote,  top  and  root,  everything, 

T.  v.  124^ ;  Croppes,  pi.  tree-tops,  ends 

of    branches,    R.    1396;    new    shoots, 

A  7. 
Cropen,  pp.  of  Crepe. 
Croper,  s.  crupper,  G  566. 
Cros,  s.  cross,  i.  82 ;  Crois,  i.  60. 
Croslet,  s.  crucible.  G  1147. 
Crouche,  i  pr.  s.  mark  with  the  cross  (to 

defend  from  elves),  A  3479;  E  1707. 
Croude,  v.  push,  HF.  2095 ;  pr. s.  2 /.  dost 

press,  dost  push,  B  296. 
Crouke,  s.  pitcher,  jug,  A  4158. 
Croun,  s.  crown  (of  the  head) ,  A  4041 ; 

(referring  to  the  tonsure),  B  1499. 
Crooned,  pp.  crowned,  R.  1266 ;  supreme, 

F526. 


Croupe,  5.  crupper,  D  1550. 

Crouperee,  pi.  cruppers,  1  433. 

Crowdingr,  s.  pressure,  motive  power,  B 
299. 

Croys,  s.  cross,  A  699,  4286. 

Cnil,  adj.  curly,  A  3314;  //.  A  81.  Friesic 
krul,  curly. 

Crydestow,  didst  thou  cry  out,  A  1083 ; 
pp.  proclaimed,  HF.  2107. 

CryiniTO,  s.  outci^,  A  906. 

Oryke,  s.  creek,  A  409. 

Cuotirbitds,  s.  pL  cucurbites,  G  794. 
*Cucurbtte,  a  chemical  vessel,  originally 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  gourd,  but  some- 
times shallow,  with  a  wide  mouth,  and 
used  in  distillation.'  —  Webster. 

Culpa  mea,  i.  e.  1  acknowledge  my  fault, 

T.  ii.  525. 

Culpe,  J.  guih,  blame,  I  335. 

Culter,  s.  coulter  (ol  a  plough),  A 
3763. 

CunningTi  adj.  skilful,  2.  97. 

Cunninir,  5.  skill,  5. 167,  487. 

Cuppe,  s.  a  cup,  F  616. 

Cxiracioun,  s.  cure,  healing,  B  2463 ;  mode 
of  cure,  T.  i.  791. 

Curat,  s.  parish-priest,  vicar,  A  219  (the 
words  vicar  and  curate  have  now,  practi- 
cally, changed  places). 

Cure,  s.  cure,  remedy,  T.  i.  469;  charge, 
B  2.  p  3.  32 :  diligence,  A  1007 ;  attention, 
A 303 ;  heed,  care,  2. 82 ;  endeavour,  B 188 ; 
careful  purpose,  HF.  1298;  supervision, 
D  133 ;  I  do  no  cure,  I  care  not,  L.  152 ; 
lyth  in  his  cure,  depends  on  his  care  for 
me,  L.  1 176 ;  did  his  besy  cure,  was  busily 
employed,  5.  369;  his  lyves  cure,  the  ob- 
ject of  his  thoughts  always,  4. 131 ;  honest 
cure,  care  for  honourable  things,  C  557 ; 
in  cure,  in  her  power,  B  230. 

Curlositee,  s.  curious  workmanship,  HF. 
1 178;  intricacy,  18.  81. 

Curious,  adj.  careful,  attentive,  B  1433; 
eager,  R.  1052 ;  skilful,  A  577 ;  delicately 
made,  A  196;  magical,  F  1120. 

Currours,  j.  //.  runners,  couriers,  HF. 
2128. 

Cursednesse,  j.  abominable  sin,  wicked- 
ness, C  276,  400 ;  shrewishness,  E  1239 ; 
malice,  B  1821. 

Curteis,  cuij.  courteous,  hence,  compas- 
sionate, I  246 ;  courteous^R.  538. 

Curteisye,  s.  courtesy,  A  46, 132. 

Custume,  s.  custom,  D  682 ;  pi.  payments, 
I  752;  imp)orts,  I  567. 

Cut,  s.  lot.  A  835,  84s.  854. 

Cutte,  V.  cut,  C  954 ;  Gutted,  //.  cut  short, 
L.  973. 
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Daf,  s,  foolish  person,  A  4908. 
Dafffiro<li  Ml/,  tagged,  cut  into  hanging 

peaks  at  the  lower  edge,  I  421. 
DaflTflrinffe*  s,  a  cutting  into  tags,  I  418. 
Dagron,  s,  small  piece,  D  1751. 
Dalf ,  //.  s,  of  Delve. 

Daliaunoe,  s,  gossip,  A  an ;  play^l  de- 
meanour, favour,   13.  8;  //.  dalliance, 

toying,  C  66. 
DamaireouB,  adj,  injurious.  I  438. 
Dame,  s,  mother,  C  684;  dam.  A  3260; 

madam,  A  3956 ;  goodwife.  D  1797. 
Damlselle,  s,  deimsel.  R.  1240 ;  fL  R.  1622. 
Dampnaclovin,  s,  condemnation,  C  500 ; 

curse,  D  1067. 
Dampne,  ger.  to  condemn,  L.  401 ;  pp,  A 

1175, 1342;  damned,  I  191. 
Dan,  J.  [Jbr  Dominus).  lord,  sir,  a  title  of 

respect,  HF.  161;   B  3982;  Daun,  HF. 

137. 

Dappel-firray,  adj,  dapple-gray,  B  2074, 

Dar,  \pr,  s,  dare,  A  1151 ;  Darst,  2/r.  j. 
darest,  T.  i.  768 ;  B  860 ;  Darstow,  cfarest 
thou,  L.  1450;  Dorste,  i  pt  s.  durst, 
might  venttu^  (to),  L.  2054;  pt.  s.  A 
227 ;  Dorstestow,  wouldst  thou  dare,  T. 
i.  767 ;  I  //.  s,  mij,  might  dare,  2.  60. 
SeeDiirre. 

Dare,  pr,  pi,  doze,  B  1293. 

Darketh,  pr,  s,  lies  hid,  L.  816. 

Darresme,  ^/r.  to  decide  one's  right  to, 
A  1853  J  to  decide.  A  163 1;  to  decide 
your  claims  (to) ,  A 1609.  O.  F.  deraisnitr. 

Dart,  5,  dart,  6.  40 ;  (g^ven  as  a  prize  in  an 
athletic  contest),  D  75. 

Daewen, //.//.  dase,  are  dazzled,  H  31; 
pf,  confused,  HF.  658.  O.  F.  daser 
(Godefroy). 

Date-tree,  s,  date-tree,  R.  1364. 

Daun ;  see  Dan. 

Daunoe,  s,  dance,  R.  808;  play,  T.  iv. 
1431 ;  set,  company,  HF.  639 ;  tke  newe  d., 
the  new  dance,  T.  ii.  553 ;  the  olde  d.,  the 
old  game,  the  old  way  oflove,  A  476,  C  79. 

Dauncen,  v,  dance.  A  2202. 

Daungror,  s,  disdain,  R.  1524 ;  imperious- 
ness,  7.  186;  liability,  A  1849;  sparing, 
stint,  R.  1147;  power,  control,  R.  1470; 
Power  to  harm  (personified),  I...  160; 
in  d,,  withiti  his  jurisdiction,  under  his 
control,  A  663 ;  in  hir  d,,  at  her  disposal, 
R.  1049;  with  d.^  sparingly,  chanly,  D 

Daunflrerous,  adJ,  forbidding,  sparing,  A 
517 ;  niggardly,  D  1427 ;  grudging,  hard 


to  please.  R.  1482, 1492 ;  reluctant,  D  514 ; 
inhospitable,  R.  49a 
Daunten,  v,  tame,  subdue,  R.  880;  /r.  j. 
T.  it  399,  iv.  1589:  pp,  frighten^  D 

^463. 

Dawe,  V,  dawn,  B  3872,  E  1832. 

Daweningro,  s.  dawn,  A  4234,  B  407a. 

Dawes,  s,pl,  days,  F  ii8a 

DawingTt  S'  the  Dawn  (Aurora),  T.  iii. 

1466. 
DawnlngTt  i.  dawn,  3.  292. 
Day,  s.  day,  A  19 ;  time,  B  3374 ;  appointed 

time  for  repaying  money,  G  1040;  on 

a  day,  one    day,  some   day,  R.  1493; 

Dayes,  pi.  appointed  days  for  payment, 

Fk68,  1575;  lifetime,  B 1 18;  now  a  dayes, 

at  this  time,  E  1x64. 
Dayerye,  s.  dairy,  A  597;  pi,  D  871. 
Dayesye,  s,  daisy,  L.  182, 184,  218. 
Debaat,  j.  strife,  A  3230,  B  2867;  war.  B 

Z30  -,  mental  conflict,  3. 1192 ;  quarrelling, 

T.  ii.  753. 
Debate,  v,  fight,  war.  B  2058 ;  quarrel.  C 

412. 
Debonair,    adJ,    calm,    benign,   gentle. 

I   658;  Debonaire,  fern,  well-mannered 

B  4061 ;  gracious,  courteous,  R.  797 ;  as 

s.  kind  person,  3.  624. 
Debonairely,    adv,    meekljf.     I     660: 

graciously,  3.  851,   1284;  with  a  good 

grace,   HF.  2013;    courteously,  3.  518; 

r.  ii.  1259. 
Debonairetee,   s,    gentleness,    I    467; 

graciousness,  6. 108. 
Decelvable,  adJ,  deceitful,  15. 3 ;  E  2058. 
Declamed,  pt,pl,  discussed.  T.  ii.  1247. 
Declinacioun,    s,   declination,   angular 

distance  N.  or  S.  of  the  equator,  £  2233, 

F1033. 
Declyneth,  pr,  s,  turns  aside,  B  4.  p  6. 

195;  pr,  s,  possesses  declination,  A.  ii. 

19.  12. 
Declyningre,  adJ,  sloping,  B  5.  m  i.  19. 
Decoped,  pp,  lit.    'cut  down';    hence. 

pierced,  cut  in  openwork  patterns,  R. 


>^&, 


D^de,  dead ;  see  Dddd. 

D^de,  ger.  to  grow  dead,  become  stupe- 
fied, HF.  552. 

Deden,//.  pi,  did.  T.  i.  82.    See  Doon. 

Dedlcat,  pp.  dedicated,  1 964. 

Dedu3rt,  s,  pleasure,  A  2177. 

Deed,  s.  deed,  act ;  Dede,  dot.  i.  45 ;  B 
1999;  in  dede,  indeed.  A  659.  B  3511: 
with  the  dede,  with  the  act  thereof  D 
70  ;  Dede.  pi,  (A.  S.  dada),  5.  82. 

De^d,  adj.  dead,  R.  215;  dead,  livid  (of 
hue),  R.  441 ;  for  d,,  as  dead,  T.  iv.  733; 
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Dede,  de/.  L.  876 ;  d.  sUpe,  heavy  sleep, 
3.  127;  Dede.  pi.  sluggish,  5.  187; 
wouttdes  dede^  deadly  wounds,  3.  1211. 

D^ddly ,  adj.  mortal,  I  99 ;  dying,  L.  885 ; 
deathlike,  3.  163. 

D^ddly,  adv.  mortally,  G  476. 

D^df ,  adj.  deaf.  T.  i.  753 ;  Deve,  pi.  G  286. 

Deel,  s.  part,  R.  1074 ;  never  a  deel,  not 
at  all,  I  1007;  not  a  bit,  HF.  331 ;  every 
deel^  every  whit,  wholly,  T.  ii.  590 ;  Deel, 
//.  times,  6.  35 ;  Del,  part,  R.  28 ;  share, 
3.  looi;  every  d.,  every  whit,  A  1825; 
eche  a  d.,  every  whit,  T.  iii.  694 ;  a  greet 
del,  to  a  large  extent,  A  415 ;  very  often, 
3.  1159;  no  del,  no  whit,  T.  i.  1089; 
never  a  d.,  not  a  whit,  3.  543. 

Deer,  s.pl.  animals,  B  19^. 

Dees,  pi.  dice,  T.  ii.  1347,  iv.  1098. 

Dees,  s.  dais,  HF.  1360, 1658. 

Deetn,    s.   death,    B   35^;    pestilence, 

{>Iague,  T.  i.  483;  the  deeth,  the  pesti- 
ence  (with  special  references  to  the 
pestilences  of  1349,  1361,  and  1369),  A 
605. 

Defame,  s.  dishonour,  B  3788.  C  612. 

Defaute,  s.  foult,  22.  56;  fault  (as  a 
hunting  term),  3.  384  {were  on  a  defaute 
y-falle,  had  a  check) ;  lack,  defect, 
want,  3.  5,  25,  223 ;  sin,  B  3718,  C  370. 

Defence,  s.  resistance,  L.  1931;  hin- 
drance, R.  1 142;  covering,  5.  273 ;  pro- 
hibition, T.  iii.  138 ;  denial,  D  467. 

Defendaiint,  s. ;  in  his  d.,  in  defending 
himself,  in  self-defence,  I  572. 

Defende,  ger.  to  defend,  B.  2631;  to 
forbid,  G  1470. 

Defet,  pp.  exhausted  (lit.  defeated),  T. 
V.  618 ;  cast  down,  T.  v.  1219. 

Deffendeth,  pr.  s.  forbids,  I  651 ;  pp.  I 
600. 

Defoulen,  v,  trample  down,  Aence,  defile, 
F  1418;  pp.  trampled  down,  I  191; 
defiled.  T.  v,  1359;  disgraced,  B  4.  m 
7.  47  (Lat.  iurpatus). 

Defyne,  i  pr,  s.  pronounce,  declare,  T. 
iv.  390. 

Degree,  J. rank,  5. 453;  condition, position, 
A  1841 ;  step,  R.  485 ;  footstep,  B  4.  m  i. 
42 ;  horizontal  stripes,  B  i.  p  x.  38 ;  of  the 
zodiac,  F  386;  at'lowe  degree,  R.  883; 
at  alle  degrees,  in  every  way,  A  3724. 

Degr3r8d,  adj.  elaborate,  I  417. 

Defirysinesse,  s.  elaborate  style,  I  41^ 

Degrysingre,  s,  elaborate  ornamentation, 

I  425- 
Dekne,  s.  deacon,  I  891. 
Del ;  see  Deel. 
Delen,  ger.  to  have  dealing  with,  A  247 ; 


Dele,  ger.  to  have  dealings,  T.  iii.  32a ; 

to  deal,  L.  1158;  v.  argue,  T.  ii.  1749; 

Deled,  pt.  pi.  had  intercourse,  L.  1517 ; 

Deled,  pp.  apportioned,  D.  22^9. 
Deliberen,  v,  deliberate,  consider,  T.  iv. 

160 ;  pt.  s.  deliberated,  B  2916. 
Delicacye,  s,  amusement,  B  3669 ;  wan- 
tonness, 9.  58. 
Dellcat,  ad^.  delicious.  £  1646;  delicate, 

E  682 ;  dainty,  I  432. 
Delices,  s.  pi.  delights,  B  2602;  tender 

feelings,  B  2.  p  4.  78;  sinful  pleasures, 

Bp.  P7.  I. 
Delicious,  adj.  giving  delight,  T.  v.  443. 
Deliciously,  adv.  luxuriously,  E  2025. 
Delitable,  adj.  delightful,  R.  1440;  de- 
licious. R.  1371 ;  fl.  delightful,  F  899. 
Delitably,  adv.  pleasingly,  B  4.  p  i.  2. 
Delitous,  atlf.  delicious,  R.  489. 
Deliver,  adj.  quick,  active,  A  84. 
Delivere,  v.  set  free,  13. 7 ;  do  away  with, 

T.  iii.  1012;  ger.  to  set  free  (after  a  legal 

decision),  5.508. 
Deliverly ,  adv.  nimbly,  B  4606 ;  quickly, 

T.  ii.  1088. 
Delivemesse,  s.  activity,  B  2355. 
Delphyn,  s.  the  constellation  Dolphin, 

HF.  1006. 
Delte,  pt.  s.  of  Delen. 
Delve,  V.  dig,  A  536;   Dalf,  i  pt.  s.  dug, 

B  5.  p  I.  99;    Uolve,  pt.  s.  subi.  had 

digged,  B  5.  p  I.  87:  Dolven,/^.  buried, 

3.  222.    A.  S.  delfan. 
Delyces,  s.  pi.  delights,  pleasures.  C  547, 

G  3;  favourites  (Lat  delicias),  B  2.  p  3. 

74. 

Dely^,  adj.  delicate,  fine,  B  i.  p  i.  23. 
O.  F.  delii. 

Delyt,  s.  delight,  joy,  3.  606;  pleasing 
ornamentation,  L.  1199.  • 

Deljrtable,  adj.  delightful,  L.  321. 

Delyte,  v.  delight,  please.  5.  27;  rejl, 
take  pleasure,  5.  66 ;  Delyte  me,  i  pr.  s, 
delight,  L.  30. 

Del3rto\is,  adj.  delicious,  R.  90. 

Demaunde,  s.  question,  T.  iv.  1694,  v. 

_8S9. 

Deme,  v.  judge,  14.  6 ;  decide,  conclude, 
T.  ii.  371 ;  suppose,  4.  158 ;  give  a  ver- 
dict. G  595 ;  Demen,  v.  deem,  judge,  A 
3161 ;  decide.  B  3045 ;  i  pr.  s.  condemn. 
D  2024 ;  decree,  C  199 ;  suppose,  E  753 ; 
Demeth,  imp.  pi.  judge,  decide,  L.  453  ; 
suppose,  A  3172. 

Demeine,  v.  manage,  HF.  959. 

Demeyne,  s.  dominion,  B  3855. 

Demoniak,  s.  madman.  D  2240. 

Demonstracioun,  s.  proof,  HF.  727. 
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Demonstratlf,  adj.  demonstrable,  D. 
2272. 

Denticle,  j.  pointer,  A.  i.  23.  i.  See  Al- 
mury. 

Denye,  v,  refuse,  T.  ii.  1489;  Deneyed, 
^,  denied.  B  3.  p  10.  i6. 

Depardleux,  iHter/.  on  the  part  of  God, 
by  God's  help,  T.  ii.  1058,  1212. 

Departe,  v,  separate,  part,  7.  285 ;  sever, 
T.  ii.  531 ;  divide,  1  1006 ;  imp.  s,  dis- 
tinguish. T.  iii.  404. 

Depcuiiinire,  s.  dividing,  I  425,  zoo8; 
departure.  5.  675 ;  separation,  4.  25. 

Depe,  adv.  deeply,  3. 165 ;  7.  8. 

Depeynted,  //.  depicted.  L.  1025; 
painted,  R.  478 ;  stained,  T.  v.  15^. 

Depper,  adv.  comp,  deeper,  T.  li.  485; 
B630. 

Depraven,  pr.pl.  calumniate,  4.  207. 

Depressioun,  s.  the  angular  distance  of 
the  southern  pole  from  the  horizon,  A. 
ii.  25. 10. 

Dere,  adj.  dear,  i.  99 ;  4. 147. 

Dere,  adv.  dearly,  i.  86;  x8.  26. 

Dere,  s.  dat.  deer.  R.  1453. 

Ddre,  V.  injure,  harm,  T.  i.  651.  A.  S. 
derian^ 

Derelingr,  s.  darling,  A  3793. 

Derky  adj.  dark,  iC  1009;  inauspicious, 
4. 120 ;  as  s.  inauspicious  position,  4. 122. 

Derke,  s.  darkness,  gloom,  3.  609. 

Derkeet,  adj.  superl.  darkest,  B  304. 

Derkly,  adv.  darklv,  HF.  51. 

Derknesse,  s.  darkness,  B  1451. 

Deme,  adj.  secret,  A  3200, 3278. 

Derre,  adv.  comp.  more  dearly,  T.  i.  136, 
174;  A  Z448. 

Derth.  j.  dearth,  HF.  1974. 

Deryveth,  pr.  s,  is  derived,  A  3006. 

Desceivaunce,  s.  deception,  B  3.  p  8. 53. 

Descencioun,  s.  descension,  A.  ii.  4.  55. 
The  technical  signification  seems  to  t>e 
—  the  'house'  or  portion  of  the  sky 
just  above  the  western  horizon,  so  that 
a  planet  in  his  descension  is  about  to 
set. 

Descensorles,  s.  pi.  G  792.  '  Descenso- 
ries^  vessels  used  in  chemistry  for  extract- 
ing oils  per  descensum  ; '  Tyrwhitt 

Desceme,  v.  discern,  T.  iv.  200. 

Deschargre,  pr.  s.  subj.  disburden,  I  360. 

Deeclaundred,  pp.  slandered,  B  674. 

Descry ve,  v.  describe,  R.  705 ;  HF.  1105. 

Desdeyn,  s.  disdain,  contempt,  A  789. 

Desert,  s.  merit,  4.  31 ;  //.  merits,  T.  iii. 
1267. 

Deserte.  adj.  lonely,  HF.  417. 

Deeervedest,  2/A  s,  didst  deserve,  C  216. 


Desespadred,  pp.  in  despair.  6.  ^. 

Desespeir,  s.  despair,  T.  i.  605,  ii.  6. 

Desesperaunce,  s.  hopelessness,  T.  ii. 
530,  1307. 

Desherite,  ger.  to  disinherit,  B  ^025. 

Deshonestee,  s.  unseemliness,  I  833. 

D68ir6us,  adj.  ambitious,  9.  59;  ardent, 
F23. 

Deslavee,  adj.  foul,  I  629;  inordinate, 
unrestrained,  1  834.  '  Deslavi,  pp.  non 
lav6,  crasseux,  sale ; '  Godefroy. 

Desordeynee,  adj.  unregulated,  inor- 
dinate, 1  8x8,  915. 

Desordinat,  adj.  inordinate,  I  415. 

Despeired,  pp.  sunk  in  despair,  2. 91 ;  T. 
v.  7x3. 

Despence,  s.  expense,  D  1874 ;  expendi- 
ture, money  for  expenses,  B  105. 

Despende,  v.  spend,  T.  iv.  921 ;  zpr.  s, 
wastest.  B  2121 ;  pp.  spent,  A  3983. 

Despendours,  pi.  spenders,  B  2843. 

Despenses,  pi.  expenditure,  B  2842. 

Desperacioun,  s.  despair,  i.  21. 

D^spitous,  adj.  spiteful,  R.  173;  angry, 
jealous,  D  761 ;  merciless,  A  516 ;  scom^ 
ful,  A  1777,  I  395. 

Despitously,  adv.  scomfiillv,  B  3785; 
angrily,  A  4274;  maliciously,  B  605; 
cruelly,  E  535. 

Desplayetn,  pr.  s.  spreads  open,  A  966. 

Desponeth,  pr.  s.  disposes,  T.  iv.  964. 

Desport,  s.  diversion,  merriment,  amuse- 
ment, T.  i.  592 ;  B  2158. 

Desporte,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  1398. 

Despoyled,  pp.  robbed,  I  665. 

De8P3rt,  s.  malice,  spite,  T.  i.  207;  con- 
tempt, disdain,  D  1876;  scorn,  L.  372; 
malice,-  L.  1771;  ill-humour,  I  507;  a 
deed  expressing  contempt,  B  3738:  in 
d.  of,  in  contempt  of,  5.  281 ;  in  your  d., 
in  contempt  of  you,  B  1753 ;  in  his  d.^  in 
scorn  of  him,  L.  134. 

Desray,  s.  confusion,  1*^27. 

Desseveraunce,  s.  separation,T.  iii.  1424. 

Destemperaunoe,  s.  inclemency,  B  3. 
p  II.  130. 

Destempred,  pf.  distempered,  I  826. 

Destinal,  adj.  ^tal,  B  4.  p  6.  172;  pre- 
destined. B  4.  p  6.  no. 

Destourbe,  jger.  to  disturb ;  d.  of,  to 
disturb  in,  C  340;  pr.  s.  hinders,  I  576; 
interrupts,  B  2167. 

DestourbinflTt  s.  trouble,  18. 44. 

Destrat,  pp.  distracted,  B  3.  p. 8. 19. 

Destreyne,  v.  distress,  T.  iii.  1528 ;  ger. 
constrain,  force,  H  161. 

Destroubled,//.  disturbed,  3. 524. 

Desyrln^e,  adj.  desirous,  B  2767. 
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Determlnat,  adj.  determinate,  exact, 
fixed,  D  1459;  properly  placed  (on  the 
astrolabe),  A.  ii.  18  (rubric). 

D6tennyne,  v.  come  to  an  end,  T.  iii. 
379;  Determined,  fi^.  settled,  B  5.  p 
4.9. 

Dette,  J.  debt,  L.  541 ;  A  280. 

Dettelees,  adj.  free  from  debt,  A  582. 

Dettour,  s.  debtor,  B  1587,  D  155. 

Dfus  hie,  God  (be)  here,  D  1770. 

Deve,  pi.  of  Deef,  deaf. 

Devil,  s.  L.  2493 ;  what  d.,  what  the  devil, 
L.  2694 ;  how  tf.,  how  the  devil,  T.  i.  62^ ; 
a  d.  meye,  in  the  way  to  the  devil,  m 
the  devil's  name,  A  3134 ;  a  twenty  devil 
•way,  in  the  way  of  twenty  devils,  i.  e. 
to  utter  destruction,  L.  2177;  an  excla- 
mation of  petulance,  A  3713,  4257. 

Devoir,  j.  duty,  T.  iii.  1045 ;  A  2598. 

Devyn,  s.  astrologer,  T.  i.  66. 

Devyne,  v.  guess,  T.  v.  288 ;  ger.  T.  iii. 
765;  to  prophesy  (byj,  5.  182;  Devyne, 
pr.  pi.  suspect,  T.  li.  174$;  Devyne, 
pr.  s.  subj.  let  (him)  guess,  HF.  14. 

Devyneresse,  J. female  diviner, T.  v.  1522. 

Devys,  s.  contrivance,  R.  1413;  suppo- 
sition, R.  651;  direction,  A  816;  at  his 
d.,  according  to  his  own  wish,  R.  1326 ; 
at  point  d.,  with  great  exactness  or 
exactitude,  R.  830 ;  Devyses,  pi.  heraldic 
devices,  badges,  L.  1272. 

Devyse,  v.  to  relate,  tell,  describe,  T.  iii. 
41 ;  A  34 ;  recommend,  T.  ii.  388 ;  devise, 
suggest,  ordain,  L.  437;  plan,  L.  1453; 
ger.  to  tell,  describe,  5.  398;  to  relate, 
A  994;  to  fiame,  E  739;  to  tell  of,  T.  i. 
^7  »  f^-  ^'  narrates,  describes,  5.  317 ; 
pr.  pi.  imagine,  discourse,  F  261 ;  pp. 
described  to,  told,  R.  476. 

DevysincTt  s.  arrangement,  A  2496. 

Dewe,  adj.  due,  I  867. 

Dextrer,  s.  a  courser,  war-horse,  B  2103. 
Fr.  destrier,  a  war-horse.  Low  Lat. 
dextrarius.  The  squire  rode  his  own 
horse,  and  led  his  master's  horse 
beside  him,  on  his  right  hand. 

Deye,  5.  dairywoman,  B  4036.  Icel. 
deigja. 

Deye,  v.  die,  5.  469,  651 ;  Deyde,  pt.  s.  A 
2846;  Deyed,  pp.  R.  456;  Deyde,  //.  s. 
subJ.  should  die,  A  3427. 

Deyen,  ger.  to  dye,  to  dip,  B  4.  m  6.  14. 

Deylngre,  s.  death,  B  1850;  lay  on  drying, 
lay  a-dying,  B  3906. 

Deyne,  v.  deign,  7.  231 ;  Deyneth  him, 
pr.  s.  he  deigns,  7.  181;  L.  395;  him 
deyn^d,  he  deigned,  B  3324,  4371 ;  hir 
deyned,  she  deigned,  4. 39. 


Deynous,  adj.  scornful,  A  3941. 

Dejmtee,  s.  worth,  value,  D  208;  took 
lesse  d.  for,  set  less  value  on,  7.  143; 
a  peculiar  pleasure,  B  139;  pleasure, 
F681, 1003 ;  Deyntees,//.  dainties,  A  346. 

Dejmtee,  s.  as  adj.  dainty,  pleasant,  rare, 
T.  v.  438 ;  good,  A  168. 

DeyntevOTis,  adj.  dainty,  E  265. 

Deys,  s.  dais,  platform,'  the  high  table 
in  a  dining-hall,  A  370,  2200. 

Diademe,  j.  diadem,  crown  of  an  em- 
peror, 14.  7. 

Di&pred,  pp.  as  adj.  variegated,  diver- 
sified with  figures,  A  2158. 

Dlch,  s.  ditch,  A  3964. 

Dichen,  v.  make  a  dyke  round,  L.  708 ; 
pp.  provided  with  a  moat,  A  1888. 

Dlde,  Didest ;  see  Doon. 

Diete,  s.  diet,  daily  food,  A  435. 

Diffamaciovin,  s.  de&mation,  D  1304. 

Dlffame,  s.  ill  report,  E  540,  730. 

Dlffame,  ger.  to  dishonour,  HF.  1581 ;  v. 
ci^  down,  D  2212. 

Dimnicioun,  s.  clear  exposition,  D  25. 

Dif&nieshe,  pr,  s,  subj.  define,  B  5.  p 

Dlfflnitlf,  adj.  definite,  final,  C  172. 
Diffusioiin,  s.  prolbcity,  T.  iii.  296. 
Diffye,  I  pr.  s.  defy,  spurn,  D  1928. 
Dif^ne,  ger.  define,  state  clearly,  5.  529 ; 

^  pr.pl.  conclude,  HF.  344. 
Difirestible,  adj,  easy  to  be  digested,  A 

Digrnte,  V.  prepare,  L.  1288;  prepare 
(himself),  L.  1000;  Dighte  me,  prepare 
myself  to  go,  B  3104;  ordain,  place, 
T.  iv.  1 188;  lie  with,  D  767:  pt.  s.  rejl. 
hastened,  betook  himself,  T.  ii.  948; 
lay  with,  D  ^98;  Dight,  pp.  arrayed, 
equipped,  T.  iii.  1773;  served,  H  312; 
prepared,  R.  941 ;  prepared  him  to  go, 
B  3719;  Dighte,  pp.  pi.  prepared,  L. 
261 1.    A.  S.  dihtan;  fi-om  Lat.  dictare. 

Disrne,  adj.  worthy,  T.  i.  429 ;  honourable, 
noble,  B  1175,  C  605;  suitable,  B  778; 
proud,  disdainful,  A  517;  scornful,  re- 
pellent, A  3964. 

Dignely,  adv.  scornfully,  T.  ii.  1024. 

Digrnitee,  s.  worth,  dignity,  C  70X,  782; 
rank,  E  470.  Dignity,  in  astrology, 
signifies  the  advantages  which  a  planet 
has  when  in  a  particular  position  in 
the  zodiac,  or  in  a  particular  position 
with  regard  to  other  planets  (Bailey). 

Dilatacioun,  s.  diffiiseness.  B  232. 

Dllugre,  s.  deluge.  I  839. 

Dint,  s,  stroke,  HF.  534. 

Direct,  a4^  directed,  addressed,  18.  75; 
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in  directe,  in  a  line  with,  A.  ii.  44.  26. 
A  planet's  motion  is  direct  when  it 
moves  in  the  same  direction  as  the 
sun  in  the  zodiac. 

Directe,  i  pr,  s,  address.  T.  v.  1856. 

Disavaiince,  v.  defeat,  T.  ii.  511. 

Disaventure,  s,  misfortune,  T.  ii.  415. 

Dlsblameth,  imp,  pL  free  (me)  from 
blame,  T.  ii.  17. 

Dlsoeyvinsr,  s,  deception,  R.  1^90. 

Dlsohevele,  adj,  with  (his)  hair  hanging 
loosely  down.  A  683;  with  hair  in  dis- 
order, L.  1315. 

Dlsoiplyne,  s,  bodily  mortification,  I 
105a. 

Dlsolaundre,  s,  reproach,  T.  iv.  564; 
slander,  I  623. 

Dlsoonflture,  s,  defeat,  A  1008;  grie^ 

Dlsconfort,  s,  discouragement,  discom- 
fort, A  aoio;  grief,  woe,  T.  iv.  311. 

Dlsoonforten,  v.  discourage,  A  2704. 

Dlscordable,  discordant,  T.  iii.  1753. 

Discordances,  j.  pL  discords,  I  275. 

Discorden,  /r.  //.  disagree,  B  4.  p  6. 
208. 

Discordingre,  adj,  different,  B  3.  p  2. 140. 
(Lat.  dissidentes.) 

Discovered,  pp.  revealed,  G  1468. 

Discovert,  pp.  uncovered;  at  d.^  when 
unprotected,  I  714. 

Discryve.v.  describe,  T.  v.  267;  Discreven, 
V.  T.  iv.  802. 

DisCTire,  v.  reveal,  discover,  3.  549. 

Discussed,  pp.  discussed,  5.  624 ;  driven 
away.  B  i.  m  3.  i. 

Disdesm,  5.  disdain,  R.  296. 

Dlsencreseth,  pr.  s.  decreases,  B  5.  p 
6.85. 

Disese,  s.  discomfort,  grief,  misery,  4. 
216,  277 ;  T.  ii.  987 ;  sorrow,  7.  226 ;  dis- 
pleasure, T.  ii.  147;  disease,  ill,  HF.  89; 
inconvenience,  I  609;  distress,  B  616; 
unrest.  F  1314. 

Disesen,^^.  to  trouble,  T.  iii.  1468;  v. 
vex,  T.  iv.  1304 ;  distress,  T.  i.  573. 

Disesperat,  adj.  without  hope,  HF.  2015. 

Disflgriirat,  adj.  disgubed,  5.  222. 

Disflsrdre,  j.  disfigurement.  D  960. 

Disflgrtire,  v.  disguise,  L.  2046;  pp. 
changed.  A  1403. 

Disflrressioiin,  digression,  T.  i.  143. 

Disgryse,  ger.  to  disguise.  T.  v.  1577. 

Disherited,  pp.  disinherited,  deprived, 
L.  1065. 

Dish-metes,  pi.  spoon-meat,  broth,  I  455. 

Dishonest,  adj.  unfaithful,  H  214;  Dis- 
honeste,  shameful,  E  876. 


Disjosmt,  5.  failure,  A  2962;  difficult 
position,  B  1601;  dot.  peril,  T.  iii.  496, 
V.  1618. 

Dismal,  s.  unlucky  dav,  3. 1206. 

Dismembred, //.//.  dismembered.  1 591. 

Dismembringre,  s.  dismembering.  I  591. 

Dlsobesrsaunt,  adj.  disobedient,  5.  429. 

Disordenaunce,  5,  violation  of  rules, 
HF.27. 

Dlsparagre,  1.  disgrace.  £  908. 

Dispar&gre,  v.  dishonour,  A  4271;  pp, 
misallied,  D  1069. 

Dispeire  yow,  imp.pl.  despair,  E  1669. 

Dispence,  s.  expenditure,  expense.  A 
441;  what  I  spend,  D  1432;  cost,  B 
1 195;  lavish  help,  HF.  260;  Dispenses, 
fl.  expenses,  R.  1144. 

Dispende,  v.  spend,  B  3500;  pp.  spent, 
shared,  B  2560. 

Dispeyred,  adj.  despairing.  F  1084. 

Dlspltous,  adjf.  spiteful,  K.  156;  T.  iii. 
1458;  grievous,  sad,  T.  v.  199;  Dis- 
pit6us€,  voc.  pitiless,  T.  ii  435;  d*/, 
fem.  cruel,  3.  624. 

Dlspltously,  adv.  angrily,  A  1124 ;  spite- 
fully, T.  V.  1806;  cruelly,  HF.  161. 

Displesant,  adj.  displeasing,  I544. 697. 

Displesaunce,  J.  displeasure,  't.  iii.  480; 
offence,  C  74 ;  Displesances,  pk  annoy- 
ances, C  420. 

Dispone,  imp,  s.  dispose,  T.  v.  300;  pr.  s. 
disposes,  orders,  regulates,  B  4.  p  6. 6a 

Disport,  s.  sport,  pleasantry,  A  i^,  775 ; 
amusement,  diversioun,  D  839 ;  pleasure, 
B  143 ;  sport,  4. 177. 

Disporte,  ger.  to  amuse,  HF.  571:  to 
exhilarate,  T.  ii.  1673;  v.  cheer,  T.  iii, 
1133 ;  pr.pl.  sport,  play,  E  2C34a 

Disposed,  pt.  s.  purposed,  E  244 ;  /^. 
disposed,  T.  ii.  682;  ready,  T.  iv.  230; 
wet  d.y  in  good  health  (the  reverse  of 
indisposed),  H  33. 

Disposicioun,  s.  disposal,  T.  ii.  526.  v.  a ; 
position,  A  1087;  frame  of  mind,  B 
2326. 

Dispoylingre,  j.  spoil,  B  4.  m  7.  ^ 

Dispreisen,  ger.  to  disparage,  R.  1053 ; 
V.  blame,  B  2261 ;  pres.  pi.  depreciating, 
B2741. 

Dispreisingre,  s.  blame,  I  497 ;  contempt, 
B2876. 

Disputisoun,  s.  ai^gument,  E  1474 ;  dis- 
pute. B  4428,  F  890. 

Dispyt,  s.  despite,  scorn,  L.  1822;  dis- 
dain, HF.  1716;  vexation,  R.  1487;  in 
d.  of,  in  spite  of,  HF.  1668. 

Disserveth,  pr.  s.  deserves,  I  756. 

Dissever,  v.  part,  2.  115;  17. 15;  ger.  to 
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part,  G  875;  />f,  separated,  B  4.  p  3. 

19- 
Disseveraunoe,  s.  severing.  B  3.  p  11. 64. 
Disshevele,  adt,  with  hair  flowing  down, 

K.  335.    See  DiBChevele. 
Dlflgnnulen,  v,  dissimulate,  T.  L  332,  iiL 

434* 

Dlsslmulin^e,  s,  dissimulation,  dissem- 
bling, T.  V.  1613,  G  1073. 

Dissimulour,  s,  dissembler.  B  4418. 

Disslaundred,  //.  de£amed,  L.  1031. 

DisaolTeth,  /r.  s,  puts  an  end  to,  B  2. 

Di0tantz,  ad/,  pi,  distant ;  event  distantM, 
equidistant,  A.  L  17.  52. 

Dl8t>emperaunce,  s,  inclemency,  I  421. 

DiBtempre,  adj.  distempered,  furious,  B 
4.  p  3.  125. 

Dlstempre,  v,  vex,  B  2426;  imp.  s,  be 
out  of  temper,  D  2195. 

Disteyne,  v.  stain,  bedim,  dull,  L.  255. 

Distlnsrwed,/^.  distinguished.  B  2.  p  5. 7^. 

DlBtourbe,  v.  disturb,  T.  iv.  563;  (to) 
interfere  with,  T.  iv.  934;  prevent,  T.  iv. 
1 103.    See  Destourbe. 

Dlstreyne,  v.  constrain,  A  1816;  get 
into  his  grasp,  clutch,  20.  8;  imp,  s, 
constrain.  T.  v.  596;  Distreyneth,  W-.  j. 
secures,  clutches,  gras;^.  5.  337 ;  afflicts, 
F  820 ;  pp.  misled,  T.  ii.  840 ;  assessed, 
taxed.  I  752. 

Disturbed,/^,  altered.  T.  ii.  622. 

Distume,  v.  turn  aside.  T.  iii.  718. 

Ditee,  s,  ditty,  song,  B  3.  p  i.  2;  //.  HF. 
622.    See  Dyte. 

Diume,  adf.  diurnal,  E  1795. 

Divers,  adj,  diverse,  various.  3. 653 ;  dot. 
different,  2. 17. 

Diversely,  adv,  in  diflFerent  ways,  R. 
1629. 

Diversitee,  s,  variety,  T.  v.  1793. 

Divinistre,  s.  theologian,  A  281 1. 

Divisioiin,  s.  distinction,  A  1781 ;  differ- 
ence, 10.  33 ;  0/  my  d,,  under  my  influ- 
ence, 4.  273. 

Divynailes,  pi.  divinations,  I  605. 

Dlvynen,  v.  guess,  T.  iii.  458 ;  i  pr.  s. 
declare.  12. 19 ;  pres.  pt.  guessing,  A  2515. 

DiV3niinfire,  s.  opinion.  A  2521. 

Divynis,  pi,  theologians.  A  1323. 

Divynour,  j.  seer,  soothsayer,  B  5.  p 

Do ;  see  Doon. 

Dootour,  s,  doctor,  A  411;  (ue.  St.  Au- 
gustine), C  IZ7;  theologian,  I  85;  //. 
teachers.  D  1648. 

Dogrerel,  adj.  doggrel,  B  21 15. 

Dogrsre,  s,  dog,  D  1369,  E  2014. 


Dosrhter,  j.  daughter.  L.  114;  B  151: 
Doghtren,  pi,  L.  1963 ;   Dougbtren,  //. 

T.  iv.  22, 

Dolnfires.//.  deeds,  L.  1681. 

Doke,  5,  duck.  5.  498, 589 ;  A  3576. 

Dokke,  5,  dock  (plant),  T.  iv.  461. 

Dokked,  pp.  cut  short,  A  59a 

Dolve,  Dolven;  see  Delve. 

Domb,  adj.  dumb,  HF.  656. 

Domesday,  s,  doom's  day.  HF.  1284. 

Domesman,  s,  judge,  B  3680. 1  594. 

Domlnacioun,  s.  power.  A  2758;  do- 
minion. C  560;  chief  influence,  F  352; 
supremacy,  H  181. 

Dominus;  see  Corpus, 

Domus  Dedali,  the  labyrinth  of  Daedalus, 
HF.  1920. 

Don,  imp.  s.  don,  put  on,  T.  it  954. 

Don,  Done ;  see  Doon. 

Dongr-carte,  s.  dung-cart.  B  4226. 

Dongreoun,  x.  keep-tower,  A  1057. 

Donne,  adj,  fl,  dun,  dusky,  T.  ii.  908; 
dun-coloured,  5. 334. 

Doom,  s.  judgement.  F  928;  opinion,  B 
3127;  sentence,  decision:  hir  d.,  the 
decision  passed  on  them,  5. 308 ;  Dome, 
dat.  opinion,  T.  i.  100;  judgement.  HF. 
1905 ;  C  6^7 ;  lo  my  </.,  in  my  opinion,  R. 
901;  stomde  to  the  d.,  abide  by  the  de- 
cision, 5.  546;  Domes,  //.  judgements, 
A  323. 

Doon,  V.  do,  execute,  A  960;  do,  3.  194; 
act,  B  90 ;  cause,  B  36x8 :  doon  us  honge, 
cause  us  to  be  hung,  C  790;  don  her 
companyet  accompany  her,  4.  125;  leet 
don  cryen,  caused  to  be  cried,  F  46 ;  Do, 
V.  cause,  T.  iv.  1683;  use,  B  2204;  fulfil, 
B  1653 ;  make,  3.  145^  do  werche^  cause 
to  be  built,  G  545 ;  Done,  ^er,  to  do,  T. 
i.  1026 ;  what  to  done,  wha^is  to  be  done, 
3. 689 ;  for  to  done,  a  fit  thmg  to  do.  I  62 ; 
to  be  done,  L.  1597 ;  Doon.^^r.  to  do,  A 
78,  768;  to  commit,  I  90;  to  cause,  R. 
1 178 ;  to  force,  5. 221 ;  to  don,  from  doing, 
B  4.  p  6.  323 ;  1jo,ger,  to  make,  3.  1260; 
to  cause,  T.  iL  1022 ;  to  commit,  I  129 ; 
Doost,  2  pr,  s.  makest,  C  312 ;  Dostow, 
doest  thou,  L.  315 ;  Dooth,  pr.  s.  causes, 
A  2396 ;  Doth,  pr,  s.  makes,  2. 7 ;  causes, 
6.  21 ;  Doth  forth,  continues,  E  1015; 
Doon,  pr.pl.  do,  A  268 ;  Do,  imp.  s.  make, 
H  12 ;  bring  (it)  about,  A  2^5 ;  cause,  G 
32 ;  do  hange,  cause  me  to  be  bung,  G 1029 ; 
do  fecche,  cause  to  be  fetched,  B  662 ;  do 
wey,  put  away,  lay  aside,  G  487;  take 
away,  A  3287 ;  do  stryken  hir  out,  cause 
her  to  be  struck  out,  D  1364 ;  do  come, 
cause  to  come,  B  2035 ;  Dooth,  imp.pl,  do 
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ye,  C  745, 1  X05 ;  «u  dootk,  pray  do,  F  458 ; 
Didest,  apt  s.  didst,  T.  iii.  363;  Dide, 
p/,  s.  did,  3. 373 ;  caused,  R.  607 ;  put  on, 
B  ao47;  aide  hem  drawe,  caused  to  be 
drawn,  B  1823 ;  dide  don  sleen,  caused  to 
be  slain,  caused  (men)  to  have  them 
slain  {sleen,  like  dtm,  is  in  the  infin. 
mood),  D  9043 ;  dide  of,  took  off,  3. 516 ; 
Dide,  pt,  s.  sudf.  should  do,  F  1404; 
Diden,  //.  pi.  made,  2a.  a8 ;  //.  //.  sui^/, 
should  do,  L.  723;  Doon,  pp.  done, 
I.  54 ;  past,  ended,  3.  40 ;  doon  to  dethe, 
done  to  death,  1«  889;  doon  make, 
caused  to  be  made,  E  353;  hath  dcon 
yaw  kept,  has  caused  you  to  be  pre- 
served, E  X098 ;  doon  ther  write,  caused 
to  be  written  (or  described  there),  R. 
413 ;  don  to  dye,  done  to  death,  murdered, 
R.  1063 ;  'Do,pp.  done,  L.  957 ;  ended,  E 
2440. 

Dore,  s.  door,  R.  537,  A  550;  out  at  d.,  out 
of  doors,  D  1757,  H  306. 

Dormant,  s.  table  dormant,  a  permanent 
side-table,  A  353. 

Dorre,  Dorringr ;  see  Durre,  Durringr. 

Dorate ;  see  Dar. 

Dortour,  s.  dormitory,  D  1855. 

Dosejm,  s.  a  dozen,  A  578. 

Dossers,  pi.  baskets  to  carry  on  the  back, 
HF.  1940. 

Dostow,  doest  thou,  D  239. 

Dotard,  adj.  foolish,  D  291. 

Dote,  V,  dote,  grow  foolish,  L.  261  a; 
Doten,  act  foolishly,  G  983. 

Doth,  pr.  s.  causes,  R.  389 ;  Doth  . . .  carie, 
causes  to  be  carried.  A  34x0 ;  makes,  F 
1257 ;  imp.  pi.  do  ve,  B  2785.   See  Doon. 

Double,  ad)',  twofold,  4.  109;  deceitful, 
HF.  285. 

Doublenesae,  s.  duplicity,  7. 159 ;  9.  63. 

Doucet,  adj.  dulcet,  i.  e.  dulcet  (pipe), 
sweet-sounding  (pipe),  HF.  1221. 

Dougrhter,  s.  daughter,  T.  iii.  3 ;  Dough- 
tren,  pi.  T.  iv.  22. 

Doumb,  adj.  dumb,  A  774. 

Doun,  s.  down,  soft  feathers,  9. 45. 

Doun,  adv.  down,  F  323;  up  and  doun,  in 
all  directions,  in  all  ways,  B  53. 

Doune,  dat.  down,  hill,  B  1986. 

Dounere,  adv.  more  downward,  A.  ii.  12. 
22. 

Doun-rigrbt,  adv,  at  once,  H  228. 

Dounward,  adv.  outward,  southward,  A. 
ii.  40.  63. 

Doutance,  s.  doubt,  T.  iv.  963 ;  pi.  per- 
plexities. T.  i.  aoa 

Doute«  s,  doubt,  i.  25 ;  fear,  F  1096, 1  91 ; 
peril,  L.  1613;  suspense,  E  1721;  lack. 


T.  ii.  366 ;  out  o/doute,  doubtless,  A  487 ; 
sans  d.,  without  doubt,  D  1838;  wi/jk- 
outen  d.,  certainly,  L.  383. 

Doutelees,  adv,  without  doubt,  certainly, 
T.  ii.  494;  A  1831. 

Douten,  v.  fear,  I  648 ;  pr,  s.  fears,  I  953 ; 
Douteth,  imp.  pi.  fear,  T.  i.  683. 

Doutous,  adj.  doubtful,  T.  iv.  99a. 

D'outremere,  adj,  horn  beyond  the  seas, 
foreign,  imported,  3.  253. 

DoUTe,  s.  dove,  5.  341 ;  pigeon,  C  397. 

Dowalre,  s.  dower,  E  848. 

Dowe,  ipr.  s.  grant,  gjive,  T.  v.  23a 

Dowve ;  see  Douve. 

Dradde;  seeDrede. 

Draf,  J.  draff,  refuse  (of  com),  chaff,  I  35 ; 
L.  ^12  a. 

Draf-sek,  s.  sack  full  of '  draff,'  A  4206. 

Dragrfires.  p^'  digestive  sweetmeats.  A 
426  (in  MS.  Harl.  only;  other  MSS. 
have  drogges), 

Draffoun,  1.  dragon.  L.  14^,  1581 ;  taU 
of  the  dr,,  the  Dragon's  tail,  A.  ii.  4.  56; 
tne  point  where  a  planet  (esp.  the  moon) 
passed  from  the  northern  to  the  southern 
side  of  the  ecliptic.  (The  opposite  node 
was  called  the  Dragon's  Head.) 

Drasty ,  adj.  filthy,  worthless,  B  21 13, 2iaa 
Cf.  A.  S.  dresten,  d^Brstan,  dregs. 

Drat,  pr.  s.  ^/Drede. 

Draugrht  (of  drink),  L.  2667;  move  at 
chess,  3.  682. 

Drawe,  v.  draw,  incline,  E  314 ;  dr.  him, 
withdraw  himself,  F  355 ;  brine  forward, 
R.  6 ;  V.  attract,  R.  1 183 ;  recall,  A  2074  *• 
ger.  to  draw,  to  carry,  A  1416 ;  to  bring 
back,  I  239 ;  Draweth  along,  pr.  s.  pro- 
longs, B  I.  m  I.  32  (Lat.  protrahit)  ;  pr, 
pi,  rejl.  withdraw  themselves,  F  25a; 
Drough,//.  s.  drew,  A  4304:  drew  along, 
T.  v.  1558 ;  reji.  drew himself.approached, 
B  17 10;  Drow,//.  s.  drew,  B  3292;  drew 
near,  D  993 ;  moved  (as  the  sun),  5. 490 ; 
hoisted,  L.  1563 ;  Drew,  pt.  s,  attracted, 
3.  864;  drotoe  to  record,  didst  bring  to 
witness,  16.  22 ;  Drowe,  pt,  pi,  drew,  R. 
1678;  Drawe,  pp.  drawn.  T.  iii.  674; 
pres.  part,  resorting,  B  1217. 

Dreccne,  v,  be  tedious.  T.  ii.  1264  \gtr, 
to  vex,  T.  ii.  1471 ;  2  pr,  pi,  tarry,  T.  iv. 
1446 ;  pp,  vexed,  troubled,  B  4077. 

Drecchinsre,  s.  prolonging,  I  1000; 
Drecching,  delay,  '1\  iii.  853. 

Drede,  s.  dread,  rear,  A  1998 ;  uncertainty, 
17.  28 ;  doubt,  5.  52 ;  it  is  no  drede,  with- 
out doubt,  B  869,  E  1155 ;  out  of  drede, 
without  doubt,  E  634;  //.  fears,  T.  t 
463. 
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Drede,  v.  dread,  fear.  i.  76;  re/l.  dread, 
A  660;  ^er.  to  be  dreaded,  to  be  feared, 
B  4253;  Drat,^.  s.  dreadeth,  dreads,  T. 
iii.  328 ;  Dredde,  i  //.  s,  was  afraid,  T.  U. 
482:  Dradde,  //.  s.  feared,  B  S402; 
Dradde  him,  was  afraid,  B  3918 ;  Drad- 
den,//.  p/,  G  15 ;  Drad,  W.  £  69. 

Dredeles,  ad;.  IbEirless,  B  3.  m  12.  ix. 

Dredeles,  adv,  without  doubt,  certainly, 
3. 764. 

Dredfiil,  adj,  terrible,  B  3558;  fearful, 
timid,  L.  109;  cautious,  A  1479. 

Dredfully,  adv.  timidly,  T.  ii.  1128. 

Dreint,  -e ;  see  Drenchen. 

Deemed  me,  /A  s.  I  dreamt,  R.  51. 

Dremintfes,  W.  dreams.  B  4280. 

Drenchen,  (i)  ^er.  to  drown,  A  3617; 
Drenche,  v.  drown.  HF.  205;  tlo  im 
drench^,  make  (men)  drown  me,  cause 
me  to  be  drowned,  E  220X  :  Drenchen  (2) 
V.  be  drowned,  A  3521 ;  be  overwhelmed, 
L.  2919 ;  pr.  s.  swamps,  I  ^^3 ;  Dreinte, 
pt.s.  (i)  drowned,  3.  72;  Dreynte,  ^/.  j. 
drowned,  I  839;  Dreynte,  pt.  s.  (2)  was 
drowned,  B  923 ;  Dreynte,  2  pt.  pi.  were 
drovmed,  T.  iv.  930 ;  //.  //.  drowned,  F 
1378 ;  Drenched,  pp.  drowned,  L.  2178 ; 
Dr<  "    "^        


Dreynt,  pp.  %.  148 ;  Dreynte,  pp.  as 
adj.  drowned,  B  69 ;  pp.  pi.  HF.  sn3. 

DrenchlnfiT,  s.  drowmng,  A  2456,  B  485. 

Drerinesse,  s.  sadness,  T.  i.  701. 

Drery,  adj,  sad,  E  514;  terrined,  L.  8ia 

Dresse,  v,  direct,  14. 3 ;  dispose,  g[et  ready, 
T.  ii.  71 ;  prepare,  E  1049 ;  set  m  order, 
A  106 ;  V,  reJL  address  oneself,  £  1007 ; 
direct  himself,  go,  A  3468 ;  direct  myself. 
R.  no;  address  himself,  direct  himself 
(tfr  perhaps^  mount),  T.  v.  37;  Dresse 
her,  settle  herself;  L.  804;  Dresse,  ^,^. 
to  direct,  B  2308 ;  ger.  r^^  prepare  him- 
self, T.  V.  279 ;  prepare,  5.  88 ;  //.  s.  rejl. 
raised  himself,  T.  iii.  71;  took  up  his 
station,  A  33^8 ;  pp,  arrayed,  E  2361 ; 
prepared,  5.  665. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  A  3024 ;  as  s.,  5.  380. 

Dreyeth,  pr.  s.  dries  up.  drains.  I  848. 

Dreynt,  -e ;  see  Drenche. 

Drosrsres,//.  drugs.  A  426. 

Drofirli;  seeDrawe. 

Drofirbte,  s.  drought.  A  2. 595. 

Dronkelewe,  adj.  addicted  to  drink,  B 
2383,  C  495.  D  «>43. 

DroufiTh,  pi.  s.  of  Drawe. 

Drouirlite,  s.  thirst  (W/»),  B  2.  p  7. 44. 

Drouped,  fl,  s.  were  draggled,  A  107. 

Drovy,  adj.  dirtv,  muddy,  I  816. 

Drow,  -e ;  see  Drawe. 

Druerye,  s.  affection,  R.  844. 


Drusrsro.i'^.  to  drudge.  A  1416. 
Drunken,  adj.  causing  dnmkenness,  5. 

x8z. 
Drye,  ger.  to  endure,  T.  v.  42 ;  v,  suffer, 

endure.  4.  2^1. 
Dry ve,  v.  dnve,  F  183 ;  hasten,  D  X694 ; 

whirl  round,   xa  46;  pass  away,  T.  v. 

394;    dryv£  away,  pass    away,   C  628; 

DiVveth  forth,  pr.  s.  continues,  goes  on 

witn,  T.  i.  X092 ;   Dryfth,  pr,  s.  impels, 

T.  V.  X332 ;  Dryven  (the  day) ,  pr.  pi.  pass 

(the  day),  L.  2620;  Drd6f,//.  j.  drove, 

brought.  T.  v.  475;  incited.  T.  iii.  994; 

Drive,  pp.  driven,  passed  away.  T.  v. 

389 ;  completed,  F  X230. 
Duetee,  s.  duty,  A  3060;  debt,  D  X39X; 

sum  due,  D  X352. 
Dulcamon,  s.  an  inexplicable  dilemma, 

one's  wit's  end,  T.  iii.  931. 
Dulle,  ger,  to  fieel  dull,  T.  ii.  xp3S ;  makes 

dull,  stupefies,  G  1073, 1x72;  Dulled,/^. 

made  of  none  effect,  I  233. 
Dun,  adj.  swarthy,  R.  12x3 ;  Donne,  pi. 

dusky,  T.  ii.  908 ;  dun-coloured,  5.  334. 
Dun,  s.  the  dun  horse,  H  k.    '  Dun  is  in 

the  mire'  is  the  name  ofa.n  old  rustic 

game. 
Dungreoun,  s,  keep-tower,  chief  castle,  L. 

937- 
Dure,  V.  last,  endure.  A  2770 ;  remain,  A 

X236 ;  live,  T.  iv.  765 ;  continue,  F  836. 
Dtiresse,  s,  hardship,  T.  v.  399. 
Durre,  ger,  to  dare  (to  do) ,  T.  v.  840.   See 

Durren  in  Stratmann ;  and  see  Dar. 
DurrinflT,    s.    daring,    bravery;    d.  dan, 

daring  to  do,  courage  to  execute,  T.  v. 

837. 
Durste ;  see  Dar. 
Dusked,  pi.  pi.  ^w  dim.  A  2806. 
Dwale,  s,  soponfic  drink,  A  4X6X. 
Dwelle,  V.  remain.  A  1661 ;  tarry,  stay,  3. 

7x2;  ^^.to  delay,  HF.252;  Dwelled,/^. 

dwelt.  A  X228 ;  imp.  s.  remain,  T.  iv.  X449. 
Dwellinsree,  s.pl.  delays,  B  x.  m  x.  33 

(Lat.  moras). 
Dwyned,^.  as  adj.  dwindled,  R.  360. 
Dy,  say;  ye  vous  dy,  I  tell  you,  D  X832, 

1838. 
Dye,  V.  die,  2.  7  \ger.  to  die,  B  1x4 ;  Dyde, 

//.  J.  died,  HF.    xo6,  380;  pi.  s,  subj. 

would  die,  D  965.    See  Deye. 
Dyen,  ger.  to  dye,  B  4648. 
Dyere,  s.  dyer,  A  362. 
Dyingre,  s,  death,  B  3073. 
Dyke,  v.  to  make  dikes  or  ditches,  A  536. 
Dys,  pi,  dice,  A  1238.    See  Dees. 
Dsrte,  s.  ditty.  23.  x6.    See  Dltee. 
D3rverseth,^.  s,  varies,  T.  iii.  1752. 
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Bbbe,  J.  low  water.  F  259. 

Bbben,  v.  ebb,  T.  iv.  1145. 

Bccleslaste,  s.  minister.  A  708. 

EfOh,  adj,  each,  A  39,  369. 

EfOhe,  V,  increase,  augment,  T.  i.  887,  iii. 
IC09 ;  ^tr.  enlarge,  add  to,  HF.  2065. 

EfOnlnee,  s.  pi.  sea-urchins,  B  3.  m  8.  ao 
(Lat.  echinis). 

Bchoon,  each  one,  L.  290;  A  2655; 
Echone,  pi.  (?),  all,  every  one.  C  113. 

Edified,  pp.  built  up,  B  4.  p  6.  284. 

ESek,  adv,  also,  eke,  moreover,  A  5,  41. 

Bern,  s.  uncle,  T.  t  1022.    A.  S.  earn, 

E!eat,  adv.  eastward,  3.  88. 

Bet,  -e ;  see  Bte. 

Effect,  s.  deed,  reality,  T.  i.  748;  result, 
HF.  %\  Theffect  [for  the  effect),  the 
sequel,  L.  622;  in  effect,  in  fact,  in 
reality,  in  practice,  A  319. 

Eft,  adv,  again,  A  1669;  another  time,  3. 
41. 

Bft-80ne,  adv.  soon  after,  G  1288;  im- 
mediately afterwards,  I  89;  soon  after 
this,  H  65;  hereafter,  G  933;  again,  B 
909 ;  Eftsones,  adv.  very  soon,  L.  2322. 

Bgral,  adj.  equal,  T.  iii.  137. 

BgraJ,  adv.  equally,  T.  iv.  660. 

Bgralitee,  s.  equality,  I  949. 

Bgraly>  adv.  equably,  B  2.  p  4.  141;  im- 
partially, B  5.  p  3.  142. 

Bgrfire,  ^.  edge,  sharp  side,  T.  iv.  927 ;  sword, 
9.  19. 

Bgrereth,  pr.  s.  incites,  R.  182. 

Bsrgreznent,  s,  instigation,  incitement,  B 
842. 

Bgrsrlngr,  s.  instigation,  E  2135. 

Bgrle,  5.  eagle,  HF.  499. 

Bgrre,  adj.  sharp,  sour,  R.  217;  bitter,  B 
2367;  keen,  I  117. 

Bflrremolne,  s.  agrimony,  G  800. 

Bgrren,  v.  4ncite  (lit.  make  eager),  B  4. 
P  6.  335. 

Eifirhte,  eighth,  F  1280. 

EUgrbtetene,  eighteen,  A  3223. 

Eilerbtetettie,  ord.  adj.  eighteenth,  B  5. 

Eir,  s.  air.  A  1246,  3473. 

Eiisel,  s.  vinegar,  R.  217. 

Ekko,  5.  echo,  E  1189. 

Bide,  s.  old  age,  age,  T.  ii.  393,  399 ;  long 
lapse  of  time,  7.  12. 

ESlde,  v.  grow  old,  R.  396;  pr.  s.  ages, 
makes  old,  R.  391. 

Blder,  adj.  older,  B  1720,  3450. 

Elder-fader,  s.  grandfather,  B  2.  p  4. 

50- 
Eldres,  pi.  ancestors,  B  3388. 


Enecoionn,  s,  choice,  5. 409, 621 ;  election 

(in  astrolo^),  B  31a. 
Elensre,  adj.  miserable,  B  14x2,  D  1199. 
Elevat,  pp.  elevated,  A.  ii.  23.  29. 
Blf-Queen,  j.  fairy-queen,  B  1978,  D  86a 
Bllel>or,  J.  hellebore,  Helleboms  niger,  B 

Bllee,  adv.  else,  otherwise,  3.  997;  elks 

god  forbede,  God   forbid  it  shoaM   be 

otherwise,  G  1046. 
Blonfiraoloun,  s.  angular  distance,  A.  ii. 

25.66. 
Blvlsh,  adj.  elvish,  i.  e.  absent  in  demea- 
nour, B  1893 ;  foolish,  G  751,  842. 
Bmbassadrye,  s.  embassy,  negociation, 

B233. 
Bmbaume,   v,  embalm,    L.    676;    >^. 

covered  with  balm,  R.  1663. 
Bmbellf,  adj,  oblique,  A.  i.  ao.  3;   (as 

applied  to  angles)  acute,  A.  ii.  26.  39. 

See  the  New  £  Diet 
Bmbelised,  pp.  beautified.  B  2.  p  5.  75. 
Bmbosed,  pp.  plunged  deeply  into  the 

thicket,  quite  hidden,  3.  353. 
Bmbracinfire,  s.  embrace,  I  944. 
Bmbrouded, //.  embroidered,  adorned, 

A  89. 
Bmbroudlnsre,  s.  embroidery,  1 4x7. 
Embu88hement8,//.ambuscades,B2509. 
Bmeraude,  s,  emerald,  B  1799. 
Ernes,  gen.  uncle's,  T.  ii.  466.    See  Eein. 
Bmforth,  prep,  as  far  as  extends,  to  the 

extent  of,  A  2235.    Em-  is  from  A.  S. 

emn,  for  efen,  even. 
Bxnisperies,  j.//. hemispheres,  A.  t  X8.9. 
Bmpeireden, //.//.  made  worse,  B  2209. 
Bmplaetre,  ^  pr.pl.  plaster  over,  bedaub, 

E2207. 
Empoisoned,  pp.  p>oisoned,  B  25x9,  3850. 
Empoisonlnfir,  s.  poisoning,  C  ^x. 
Bxnpoysoner,  j.  poisoner,  C  894. 
Bmprentinsr,  s.  impression,  F  834. 
Bmpiinteth,  itnp.  pi.  impress,  E  X193 ; 

Emprented,  pp,  imprinted,  F  831 ;  taken 

an  impression  of,  E  2x17. 
Exnpryse,  s.  enterprise,  undertalung,  L. 

617,  1452. 
Bmpte,  v.  empty,  make  empty,  G  741; 

pp.  as  adj.  exhausted,  B  i.  p  1. 10 ;  worn 

out,  shrunken  (Lat.  effeto),  B  i.  m  1.  ao. 
Bnbasshingre,  s.  bewilderment,  amase- 

ment.  B  4.  p  x.  43. 
Bnbataillea,  adj.  embattled,  R.  X39. 
Bnbibinsr,  s.  absorption,  G  8x4. 
Enbrace,  v.  embrace,  hold  firmly,  2X.  11 ; 

En  braced. />/.  surrounded,  T.  v.  x8i6. 
ESnbrouden,  v.  embroider,  L.  2351 ;  pp, 

L.  119,  227. 
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Bnoens,  s,  incense,  A  2429. 

Bncense,  v,  to  offer  incense,  G  395,  413. 

Bnchantours,  pL  wizards,  I  603. 

Bnchaufeth,  pr.  1.  bums,  B  3.  m  3. 19. 

Bnchaunten,  v,  enchant,  T.  iv.  1395. 

Bnchesoun,  s,  occasion,  reason,  B  2783 ; 
cause.  T.  i.  681. 

BnclOB,  pp,  enclosed,  R.  138, 165a. 

BnclyniDfir,  s.  inclination.  HF.  734. 

Bncomberoua,  adj,  cumbersome,  op- 
pressive, burdensome,  18.  42;  HF.  862. 

Bncombratince.i.  encumbrance,  £  196a 

Bncombre,  v.  encumber,  L.  aoo6;  pp. 
endangered;  stuck  fast.  A  508;  ham- 
pered, R.  889 ;  hindered,  I  687 ;  embar- 
rassed, weary.  A  718. 

Bncorporlnsr,  s.  incorporation,  G  815. 

Bnorees,  s.  increase,  A  2184. 

Bncrese,  v,  increase,  2.  103;  Elncressed, 
pp.  E  4oiB ;  enriched,  B  1271. 

Bndamaffen,  v.  harm,  B  i.p  4.91-,  pp. 
compromised,  B  x.  p  i.  73. 

Bnde,  s.  end,  A  15;  purpose,  B  481; 
point,  R.  973. 

Bnded,  pp.  finite,  B  2.  p  7. 113. 

Bndelees,  adj.  infinite,  H  322. 

BndelODfir.  adv.  all  along,  A  2678 ;  length- 
ways, A  1991. 

Bndelonsr,  P^^.  all  along,  F  992 ;  along, 
L.  1498 ;  down  along,  F  416. 

Budentin^re,  s.  indentation,  1  417.  Eh- 
dented  or  Indented  is  an  heraldic  term, 
signifying  notched  with  regular  and 
equal  indentations. 

ESnaere,  s,  cause  of  the  end,  A  2776;  i.  e. 
who  dost  end,  C  2x8. 

Bndetted,  pp.  indebted.  G  734. 

Bndingr-day,  1.  death-day,  18.  55. 

Bnditements,  j.  pi.  indictments,  I  800. 

Bndlanfir»  adv,  along,  lengthways.  See 
BndelonfiT* 

Bndouted,  pp.  feared  (with  me),  R. 
1664. 

Bndyte,  v.  write,  dictate,  A  95,  325 ;  en- 
diie,  compose,  write,  L.  41^  ^^l  *^" 
late,  G  80;  tell,  L.  1678;  indict,  B  3858; 
pp.  related,  B  3x70. 

Bnd3rtin6r>  -f*  composing,  18.  77 ;  pi,  com- 
positions, I  1085. 

Bnfaznjmed,  pp.  starved,  L.  2429. 

Bufeoteth,  pr.  s.  infects.  L.  2242. 

Eioforcen,  ^er.  to  enforce.  B  2233; 
strengthen  (your  position),  D  ^40;  x  pr. 
s.  refi.  insist.  T.  iv.  1016 ;  Enforcen,  pr. 
pi.  gain  strength,  B  2355;  imp.  s.  en- 
deavour, B  2237. 

Bnfonned,  pp.  informed.  E  738.  F  335 ; 
instructed.  I  658. 


Bnfortdned,  //.  j.  endowed  with  powrrt. 
4.  259. 

Bnsrendre,  v,  procreate,  B  3148;  pro- 
duce, B.  2582 ;  V.  beget.  K  1272 ;  pr.  pi, 
are  produced,  B  4X 13. 

Bnsrendrlnsre,  s.  product,  B  2580. 

BniTondrure,  s.  procreation.  B  3137; 
begetting,  5.  306:  generation.  D  128, 
X34 ;   progeny,  offspring,  I  621 ;    fratcr- 

„nity.  I  375. 

Wngllfln,  s.  power  of  expression  in  Eng- 
lish, U  66. 

Bn»reirfiren,/r.//.  burden,  I  979. 

Bxiiryn*  J.  contrivance,  T.  iii.  274 ;  device, 
R.  5x1;  machine,  F  X84:  skill.  HF.  528. 

Bn^yned,  pp.  tortured,  racked,  B  4250. 

Ehihabit,  /»^,  devoted,  T.  iv.  443. 

Bnhauncen,  v.  raise,  A  1434;  ger.  to 
exalt,  I  614 ;  Enhaunceth,  pr.  s.  elevates. 
I  730 ;  pt.  s.  raised,  B  2291 ;  pp.  promoted, 
L.  141X. 

Bnliaused,  pp.  elevated,  lifted  above 
(the  horiron),  A.  ii.  26.  37. 

BnhauBinsr,  s.  elevation.  A.  ii.  39.  26. 

Bohorte,  ger.  to  exhort,  A  2851. 

Bnlaceth,  pr.  s.  entangles,  B  x.  m  4. 
23 ;  pp.  involved,  made  intricate,  B  3.  p 
8.6. 

Bnlumlne,  v.  illumine,  I  244;  //.  s.  E 

Bmutin^,  s.  securing  with  '  lute.'  daubing 

with  clay.  &c.,  to  exclude  air,  G  766. 
Ehioynt,  pp.  anointed.  A  2961. 
Bnpeiren,  v.  injure,  B  4.  p  3.  56. 
Bnpoysoninfire.  s.  poisoning.  B  x.  p  3. 59. 
Bnprebted,  pp.  imprinted,  £  2178. 
Ehipresae,  v.  make  an  impression   on, 

21.8. 
Bnquere,  v.  enquire,  A   3166;    search 

into,  B  629. 
Bnquerinere,  i.  inquiry,  B  888. 
Bnsample,  s.  example,  A  496,  505 ;  pat- 
tern, 3.  911 ;  warning,  R.  1539;  instance. 

R.  X584;  in  e.,  to  signify.  A.  i.  21.  41; 

pi.  examples.  F  14x9 ;  cases,  A  2842. 
Bnsauxnpler.  s.  prototype,  B  3.  m  9.  X7. 
Bnseigrno,  s.  ensign,  standard,  R.  1200. 
Bnseled,  pf.  sealed  up,  T.  v.  xsx ;  fully 

granted,  T.  iv.  559. 
Bntalle,  j.  cutting,  intaglio- work,  R.  1081 ; 
•  Entayle,  shape,  description,  R.  X62. 
Bntaile,  v.  carve,  R.6og;  pp.  R.  140. 
Bntalenten,  pr.  pi.  stimulate,  B  5.  p  5.  6. 
Ehitame,  v.  re-open  (lit.  cut  into),  i.  79. 

O.  F.  entamer, 
Bnteccheth,  pr.  s.  infects,  B  4.  p  3.  63  *, 

pp.  endued  with  (good)  qualities,  T.  v. 

832.    O.  F.  entecAier,  entachier^ 
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Bntenoioun,  s.  intent.  C  408 ;  attention, 
T.  i.  5a ;  design.  T.  i.  211. 

Bntende,  v.  attend,  T.  iii.  414;  give 
attention  to,  D  1478;  dispose  oneself, 
F  689;  i^er,  to  apply  oneself,  B  3498; 
to  aim  O^er),  incline  (to).  T.  ii.  853; 
Entende.  i  /r.  s,  perceive,  T.  iv.  1649; 
attend,  R.  597 ;  pres.  part,  looking  in- 
tently, B  I.  p  2.  3. 

Bntendement,  s,  perception,  HF.  983. 

ESntente,  s,  intention,  intent,  A  958, 1000; 
design,  B  3835 ;  wish,  18.  68 ;  meaning, 
F  400,  959;  attention,  D  1374;  endeav- 
our, G  6;  feeling,  5.  532,  580;  mind,  B 
1740;  plan,  B  147,  206;  do  tfiyn  ^.,  give 
heed,  3.  752;  as  to  c<nHun  e.,  in  plain 
language.  F  107. 

Ehitenteden,  //.  pt.  gave  their  attention, 
L.  1 155. 

Bntentlf,  Bntentyf,  adj.  attentive,  HF. 
1 120;  B  2205;  eager,  R.  685;  diligent, 
R.  436;  devoted,  R.  339;  careful,  E 
1288. 

Bntentifly.  adv.  attentively,  HF.  616. 

Bntermedled,  pp.  intermixed,  R.  906. 

Bntraille,  s,  entrails,  B  1763;  inside,  E 
1188. 

Entre,  j^er.  to  enter,  5.  147,  153.  In  A.  ii. 
44.  4,  entere  hit  =  set  down  in  writing. 

Bntrechaunsreden,  pt.  pi.  interchanged, 
exchanged.  T.  iii.  1369;  pp.  inter- 
changed, T.  iv.  1043. 

Entrechaunertnfires,  s.  pi.  mutations, 
B  I.  m  5.  38:  vicissitudes  (Lat.  uices), 
B  2.  m  3.  20. 

Bntrecomunen,  v,  intercommunicate, 
T.  iv.  1354. 

Entrecomunlnsre,  s.  interchange,  B  2. 
P  7.  63. 

Entredited,  pp.  interdicted,  I  965. 

Entree,  entry,  entrance,  R.  517,  530,  538 ; 
pi.  entrances,  HF.  1945. 

Bntrelaced,  pp.  intricate,  B  3.  p  f  2. 166. 

Bntremedlea,  pp.  intermmgled,  HF. 
2124. 

Entremes,  s.  intervening  course,  5.  665. 
'Entremets^  certaine  choice  dishes 
served  in  between  the  courses  of  a 
feast ; '  Cotgrave. 

Bntremette,  v.  re/,  interfere,  D  834; 
Entremeten  (him),  meddle  with,  c.  51c; 
imp.  s.  take  part  (in)',  meddle  (witli), 
T.  i.  1026. 

Bntreparten,  j^er.  to  share,  T.  i.  592. 

Bntreteden,  pt.  pi.  treated  of,  discussed, 
B2466. 

Bntryketh,  pr.  s.  hold  fast  in  its  subtle 
grasp,  ensnares,  5.  403;    Entryked.  pp. 


entrapped,  R.  164a ;  '  Intriguer,  to  hitn- 

cate,  mvolve ; '  Cotgrave. 
Bntune,  v,  intone,  tune,  T.  iv.  4, 
Bntunes,  s.  pi,  tunes,  3. 309. 
EntyBinffe,  s.  allurement,  I  353. 
Bnveniminsre, '  s,  p>oisonous  effect,  E 

2060;  poison,  I  854. 
Bnvenyme,  v,  infect,  D  474;  pp.  B  3314. 
Bnvlronlnfire,  s.  surfeice,  B  5.  m  4.  173; 

circumference,  B  4.  p  6.  85. 
Envlroun,  adv,  roundabout.  L.  30a 
Enviroune,  v.  encompass,  B  3.  m  9.  45 ; 

pres.part.  skirting,  going  round,  R.5a6. 
Env61uped,  pp,  enveloped,  involved.  C 

942. 
EhiT^e,  s.  envy,  B  3584 ;  longing,  R.  1653 ; 

to  €.,  in  rivalry,  3. 173. 
Bnvye.  v.  vie,  strive,  3.  406;  vie  (with), 

HF.  1231. 
ESnvyned,  pp.  stored  with  wine.  A  342. 
Bplsiole,  s,  epicycle,  A.  it  35.  99.     A 

small  circle,  tne  centre  of  which  moves 

along  the  circumference  of  a  larger  one. 
Bquacion,  s.  equal  partition,  A.  ii.  37. 

24;   Equacions.  pi,  equations.  F  1279; 

E<^uaciouns.  A.  ii.  36  (rubric) ;  calcu- 
lations. A.  L  33.  5.    By  'equations  of 

houses'  is    meant  the  division  of  the 

sphere  into  twelve  equal  portions  (or 

'  houses '),  for  astrological  purposes. 
Bquales,  adj.  pi.  of  equal  length ;  JUmrej 

equates,    hours    each    containing    sixty 

minutes,  A.  ii.  8.  3. 
Bqxiinoidal,  s.  equinoxial  circle,  B  4046. 
Er,  adv.  before,  formerly,  A  3789. 
Er,  conj.  before,  A  1040,  1155;   er  thai, 

before,  A  36. 
Er.  prep,  before,  C  89a;   er  tko,  before 

then,  L.  1069 ;  er  now,  ere  now,  F  46a 
EiTbe,  s.  herb,  L.  109  a^ 
Erbe  y  ve,  s.  herb  ive,  ground  ivy,  AJuga 

Chamaepitys,  B  4156. 
Erber,  s.  arbour,  L.  07  a.    See  Berber. 
Erchedeken,  s.  archdeacon,  D  1300. 
Ere  (66r»),  s.  ear,  D  636;  at  ere,  m  (her) 

ear,  T.  i.  106. 
Eire,  s.  ear  (of  com),  L.  76. 
Ere  {kT9),j^er,  to  plough,  A  886;  /^.  HF. 

485.    A.  S.  erian. 
Erl,  J.  earl,  B  3597,  3646. 
Erme,  v.  feel  sad,  grieve,  3.  80;  C  312. 

A.  S.  earmian,  yrmam. 
Emestful,  adj.  serious,  T.  iL  1737;    E 

Erraiik,  adj.  wandering,  T.  ▼.  iSia. 
Errsunt,   atfy'.   arrant,   H   334;    errant, 

stray  (t>ecause  near  the  middle  of  the 

chess-board),  3.  66^ 
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Brrest,  a/r.  s.  wanderest,  T.  iv.  30a. 
Brs,  J.  buttocks,  A  ^34.  A.  S.  ^ars. 
Brst,  adv.  first,  at  first,  HF.  2075 ;  A  776; 

before,  16.  21;  aforetime,  R.  692;  a/ e,, 

first,  for  the  first  time.  B  1884.  G  151 ; 

at  last,  T.  L  84a;  e.  than,  before.  A  1566; 

long  e.  er,  long  first  before,  C  662. 
Brthee,    5.  pi.   lands,   countries,    B   i. 

m  5.  61. 
BBChauf eiif  ger.  to  bum ;  pr.  s.  chafes. 


I  657 ;  pp.  heated.  I  546. 
Sechaunnc 


Bechaunnsre,  s.  heating,  I  537 ;  pi.  en- 
kindlings,  I  916. 

Bsobaunere,  s.  exchange,  A  278 ;  //.  in- 
terchangings,  HF.  697. 

Bsohew,  adj.  averse,  I  971;  Eschu.  E 
1812. 

BBChewe,  v.  escape;  Eschue,  v.  avoid, 
T.  ii.  696;  A  3043;  shun,  G  4;  2/r.  //. 
eschew,  avoid,  T.  i.  344;  Eischewed, />^. 
B  4528 ;  imp.  s.  T.  ii.  1018. 

Bee,  s.  ease,  E  217,  434;  amusement, 
delight,  A  7i68,  G  746;  do  yaw  e.,  give 
you  pleasure,  6.  78;  wel  ai  e.,  fully  at 
ease,  T.  ii.  750. 

Bee,  V.  ease,  3.  556;  relieve,  L.  1704;  give 
ease  (to),  R.  316;  Esen.^^.to  entertain, 
A  2194 ;  pp.  entertained,  A  29. 

Bsement,  s.  benefit,  A  4179, 4186. 

ESspcMse,  s.  space  of  time,  B  22x9. 

Bspeces,  s.pl.  kinds,  varieties  (of  sin),  1 
448. 

Bspiallle,  s.  sets  of  spies,  B  2509,  D  1323. 

Bspye,  s.  spy,  T.  it.  1112. 

Btepye,  ger.  to  observe,  R.  795 ;  v.  per- 
ceive, HF.  706;  enquire  about,  B  180; 
look  about,  L  858. 

Besoyne,  s.  excuse,  I  164.  Mod.  E.  essoin. 

Bet,  s.  east,  B  297,  493,  3657. 

Bstableth,  pr.  s.  settles,  causes.  B  4.  p 

4-5I- 
Betat,  s.  state,  condition.  L.  125;  rank, 

T.  V.  1025;    position.  E  1969;    E^taat, 

state,  condition,  rank,  B  973,  3592,  3647 ; 

way,  E  610 ;  term  of  office.  D  2018. 
Betatlloh,  adj.  stately,  dignified.  A  140; 

suitable  to  one's  estate,  B  3902. 
Betatuts,  s.  ordinances,  B  2.  p  i.  48. 
BBtraimsre,  adj.  strange.  T.  i.  1084. 
Bstres,  fl.   inward   parts,   recesses   (of 

a  buildm^),  L.  1715:  A  1971;  recesses, 

R.  1448 ;  mterior,  A  4295. 
Bey,  adj.  easy,  A  223 ;  moderate,  A  441 ; 

gentle,  5.  382. 
Bte,  V.  eat,  A  947 ;  Et,/r.  s.  eats,  L.  1389 ; 

Eet.  pt.  s.  ate.  T.  v.  1439;  A  2048,  3421 ; 

Eete,  pt.  pi.  ate,  9.  11;  Ete,  //.  pi.  3. 

43a;  Eten,/^.  eaten,  A  4351. 


Bteme,  adb'.  eternal,    A  X109,  1990;  s. 

eternity,  T;  iv,  978. 
Bthe,  adj.  easy,  T.  v.  8sa 
Btik,  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle,  L.  166. 
Bvanfiryle.  s.  gospel.  R.  445 ;  //.  B  666. 
BveD,  adj.  even,  equal,  same,  HF.  10; 

exact,  R.  135a 
Bven,    adv.  .exactly,  3.  441;  evenly,   D 

2249;  regularly.  R.  526;  Evene  joynant. 

closely    adjoining,    A    1060;   /ul  even, 

actually,  3. 1329. 
Bvene-cristene,   s.  fellow-Christian.   I 

395.  805. 
Bven-lyK,  adj.  similar.  B  5.  p  2.  25. 
Elver,  adv.  ever,  always,  A  50.  &c. ;  Ever 

in    oon,  always    alike,    continually,   T. 

V.  4^1 ;  incessantly,  A  1771. 
Eivench,  each,  A   1186;   every,  A  241; 

each  one,  A  371;  every  one,  E  1017; 

e.  of  hem,  either  of  the  two.  B  1004; 

Everich  other,  each  other,  7.  53. 
Eiverichoon,  every  one,  A  31.  747 ;  each 

one,  L.  2567 ;  Everichone.  pi.  each  one 

(of  us).  HF.  337;  each  of  them  all,  all 

of  them,  T.  iii.  412. 
Bver-mo,   adv.    for    ever,    always,  con- 

tinuallv,  L.  12^.  2035.  26^ 
Bverydeel,  adv.  every  whit,  A  368,  D  162 ; 

altogether,  A  3303. 
Evidently,  adv.  by  observation,  A.  iL  23, 

rubric. 
Bw,  s.  yew-tree,  A  29^ ;  {collectively)  yew- 
trees.  R.  1385. 
EiXaltacloun,  s.  (astrological)  exaltation, 

D  702.  £  2224. 
Bzaitat,  as  pp.  exalted.  D  704. 
Bxametron,  s.  a  hexameter,  B  3169. 
Bxcusascloim,  i.false  excuse,  1 680 ;  plea, 

I  164. 
Bxciise,  s. ;  for  myn  e.^  in  my  excuse,  7. 

305. 
Bxecuteth,  pr.  s.  performs,  A  1664 ;  Elxe- 

cut,  pp.  executed.  T.  iii.  622. 
Bxecutour,  s.  executant.  D  201a 
Bxecutiice,  s.  causer.  T.  iii.  617. 
Bzercitacioun,  s.  exercise.  B  4.  p  6.  298. 
EiZlstence.  s.  reality,  HF.  266. 
BzorslsaolounB,  pi.  exorcisms,  spells  to 

raise  spirits,  HF.  1263. 
Bzpans,  adj.  (calculated)  separately,  F. 

1275,    See  Anni  expansi.   • 
Bxpoime,  v.  explain,  B  3398.  G  86;  Ex- 

pouned.//.  s.  B  3346,  3399. 
Bxpres,  adj.  expressed,  made  clear.  D 

1 169. 
Bxpres,  adv.  expressly,  C  182.  D  719. 
Bxpresse,/^^.  to  declare,  17. 3 ;  v.  relate, 

C  105. 
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■xpulsif ,  adj.  expellent,  A  2740. 

Bbctenden,  pr.p/.  are  extencied,  B  461. 

Bxtree,  s.  axle-tree,  A.  i.  14.  2. 

By,  J.  egg,  B  4<w5,  G  806. 

By,  imt<r;\  eh !  T.  iL  128 ;  alas !  T.  iv.  1087 ; 
what!  C782. 

Bye,  s.  eye;  at  eye,  evidently,  L.  100; 
Eyen, pi,  eyes,  i.  105;  Eyen  sight,  eye- 
sight, D  206a    See  Ye. 

Byed,  adj,  endowed  with  eyes,  T.  iv.  1459. 

Byle,  V,  ail,  A  3424. 

B^,  J.  air,  HF.  954 ;  L.  1482;  Eir,  A  1246, 
3473 ;  Eyre,  dot,  air,  gas,  G  767. 

SSyr.  s.  heir,  L.  1598, 18 19. 

Byrish,  adj,  of  the  air,  aCrial,  HF.  932, 965. 

Byse,  J.  ease,  D  2101.    See  Bee. 


Face,  s,  face,  A  199. 458';  a  technical  term 
in  astrology,  signifying  the  third  part 
of  a  sign  (of  the  zodiac),  ten  degrees  in 
extent,  F  50. 1288. 

Faoound,  adj,  eloquent,  5. 521. 

Facounde,  s,  eloquence,  fluency,  3. 926; 
C50. 

Faoultee,  s,  capacity,  authority,  or  dis- 
position, A  244;  branch  of  study,  HF. 

Fade,  adj,  faded.  R.  311. 

Fader,  s.  father,  A  100 ;  Fader,  gen,  A 

jSi;  fader  day,  father's  time,  B  3374; 

fader  kin,  fiather's  race,  ancestry,  G  829 ; 

//.  ancestors,  E  61 ;  originators,  B  129. 
Fadme, //.  fathoms,  A  2916. 
Fadres-m-lawe,//.  parents-in-law,  B  2. 

Bdie,  s,  failure;  wUkouten  /,  without 
fail.  2. 48 ;  sans  faille  J  B  501. 

Fallen,  v,  fail,  grow  dim.  5.  85 ;  pres,part. 
filing,  remote,  A.  ii.  4.  3a 

Fair,  adj.  fine,  D  2253 ;  good,  excellent,  A 
15^ ;  a  fair,  a  good  one,  A  165 ;  as  $,,%. 
fair  thine,  excellent  thing  (sarcasti- 
cally). T.  lii.  850;  voc,  O  fair  one!  HF. 
518 ;  //.  A  234 ;  clean,  R.  571 ;  specious, 

R.437. 
Falre,  tidv.  fairly,  R.  774,  798;  honestly, 

A  539;  courteously,  R.  502;  clearly,  D 

1142;  prosperously,  L.  180,  277. 
Faire,  s,  fair,*  market,  B  1515. 
Falre  Bewthelees,  Fair  Unpitying  One, 

La  Belle  Dame  sans  Merci,  6.  31. 
Falmesse,  s,  beauty,  A  1098 ;  honesty  of 

life,  A  510. 


F^^.' 


Falr-SemDlaunt,  Fair-show,  R.  963. 
Faldlnff,  s.  a  sort  of  coarse  cloth,  A  391, 
3212. 


Fallen,  v.  happen,  T.  iv.  976;  light.  E 
126;  suit,  E  259;  prosper,  L.  186;  pr,  j. 
subj,  may  be&Jl,  R.  798 ;  impers,  may  it 
bendl,  L.  277 ;  pr.  s,  comes  as  by  acci- 
dent, 6.  a;  comes,  3.  706;  suffers  de- 
pression (an  astrological  term),  D  703, 
705;  Falles,/r.  s.  (Northern  form),  falls, 
A  4042 ;  belongs,  3.  257 ;  Fallen,  pr.  pi, 
happen,  come  to  pass,  R.  Uo;  Fel,  ipt.s. 
fell,  2.  is;  Fil,  //.  s.  fell.  A  845;  ha|>- 
pened,  L.  589, 1162;  was  fitting,  L  2474 ; 
JU  OH  slepe,  fcU  asleep,  HF.  114;  JU  of 
his  accord,  agreed  with  him,  F  741 ;  as 
fer  as  resonjU,  as  far  as  reason  extended, 
F  570;  Fille,  ipt.pl.  fell,  became.  D 


L.  1726.  1826;  happened,  A  324;  acci- 
dentally placed,  r  684;  Falling,  pres. 
pt.  felling,  causing  to  fall,  T.  ii.  1382. 

Fal8,  adj.  fa\sfi,  3.  6x8 ;  false  get,  cheating 
contrivance,  G  1277;  voc.  B  4416. 

Falsen,  v,  falsify,  A  3175 ;  deceive,  L.  1640 ; 
betray,  T.  v.  1845;  False,  v.  be  untrue 
to,  3.  1234;  pp.  falsified,  broken  (faith), 
F627. 

Falwe,  adj.  fallow,  yellowish,  HF.  1936 ; 
A  1364. 

Falwes,  pi,  fallow-ground,  D  656. 

Fame,  s,  notoriety,  A  3148;  rumour,  L.. 
1242;  good  report,  E  418;  Fames,  //. 
rumours,  HF.  1292. 

Famller,  s,  familiar  friend,  B  4,  p  6.  355. 

Famuller,  adj,  familiar,  at  home,  A  215. 
B  1221 ;  of  one's  own  household,  E 1784 ; 
Famulere,  affiable,  L.  1606. 

Fan,  s.  vane,  quintain,  H  42. 

Fanne,  s.  fan,  A  3^1^. 

Fantastyk,  o^^'.^XeTonging  to  the  fancy, 
A  1376.  Used  with  reference  to  the 
portion  of  the  brain  in  the  front  of  the 
head. 

Fantasye,  s,  fancy.  HF.  593;  delight,  A 
3191:  imagining,  HF.  992;  &ncy,  pleas- 
ure. D  190;  imagination,  A  3835,  3840; 
imaginary  object.  9.  51;  desire,  will.  B 
3475;  Fantasyes,  //.  &ncies,  F  905; 
wishes.  B  346^. 

Fant6me,  s,  phantasm,  delusion,  B  1037. 

Farced,  pp,  stuffed,  L.  1373. 

Fare,  s.  behaviour,  conduct,  A  1809,  B 
1453;  condition,  2. 62;  good  speed,  HF. 
682;  business,  goings-on,  T.  iii.  1106; 
bustle,  ado,  HF.  io§ ;  company,  T.  iii. 
605 ;  evelftre,  ill  hap,  2.  62. 

Faren,  v.  behave,  -T.  iv.  1087 ;  doth  fare, 
causes  to  behave  or  feel,  T.  l  6a6 ;  Fare. 
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ger,  to  go,  travel,  T.  v.  21,  279;  to  pro- 
ceed, A  2435 ;  Fare,  i  pr,  s.  go,  G  733 .  it 
is  with  me  (thus),  7.  320;  am,  B  1676; 


Farest,  2  pr.  s.  actest,  5.  599;  art,  HF. 
887 ;  Fareth,  pr.  s.  acts,  D  1088 ;  is,  3. 
113;  happens,  HF.  271 ;  i  pr.pi,  live,  G 


662;  2  pr,  pi.  behave,  D  852;  pr,  pi, 
seem,  I  414 ;  Fare,  pr.  j.  subj.  may  tare, 
F  1579;  Ferde,  i  pL  s.  fared,  T.  ii.  1006; 
felt,  3. 99.  785 ;  was  placed,  5.  IC2 ;  //.  s. 
behaved,  A  1372 ;  happened,  T .  i.  225 ; 
was,  R.  876 ;  seemed,  R.  249 ;  went  on, 
HF.  1522:  Ferden, //. //.  behaved,  A 
1647 ;  Ferde,  pt,  s,  subf.  should  fare,  R. 
271 ;  ¥^xen,pp.  fared,  T.  v.  466 ;  D  1773 ; 
gone,  B  4069 ;  Fare,  pp.  fared,  D  1782, 
gone,  A  2436;  walked.  L.  2209;  Ferd, 
pp,  fared,  T.  iv.  1094;  Faringe, /r^j. /A 
as  adj, ;  best  /,  best  looking,  fairest  of 
behaviour,  F  932 ;  /  aright,  prosper,  T. 
i.  878;  /or  ttntf/,  farewell,  B  n6;  Fareth, 
imp,  pi,  fare,  E  1688 ;  /  wel,  farewell,  T. 
V.  1412. 

Fare-oeurt,  s,  travelling  cart,  T.  v.  1162. 

Fare-wel,  imUrj.  it  is  all  over  1  F  1204,  G 
907 ;  go  farewell  be  lost  sight  of,  A.  ii.  23. 
12. 

Farsed,  pp,  stuffed,  A  233. 

FaBOun,  s,  fashion,  appearance,  R.  708 ; 
shape,  R.  551. 

Faat,  s,  fastmg,  T.  v.  37a 

Fast,  adj.  firm,  7.  313. 

Faste,  adv,  closely,  R.  1346 ;  close,  near, 
A  1478 ;  tight,  R.  431 ;  fast,  quickly,  T. 
i.  748 ;  oj/,  very  quickly,  G  1235 ;  hard, 
soundly,  5.  94;  intently,  eagerly,  R. 
703 ;  fasU  by,  near  to,  A  1476 ;  fasU  by, 
close  at  hand,  3.  369. 

Faster,  adv,  closer,  B  3722. 

Fatte,  V,  fatten,  D  1880. 

Faucon,  s.  falcon,  F  411, 424. 

Fauconers,  s,fl,  falconers,  F  1196. 

Fauned,  //.  s.  fawned  on,  3.  389. 

Faunes,  pi.  Fauns.  A  2928. 

Fawe,  adj.  fain,  glad,  D  22a 

Fawe,  adv,  fain,  anxiously,  T.  iv.  887. 

Fay,  s. ;  see  Fey. 

Fayery©.  J.  troop  of  fairies,  E  2039; 
•  troops  of  fairies,  D  859;  enchantment, 
E  1743:  Fairye,  fairy-land.  F  96;  en- 
chantment, F  201 ;  pi,  fairies,  D  872. 

Fayn,  adj,  glad,  L,  130, 1137 ;  fond,  R.  1376. 

Fayn,  adv.  gladly,  A  766;  wolde  /,, 
would  be  glad  to,  E  696. 

Feblesse,  s,  weakness,  T.  ii.  863 ;  I  1074. 

Fecohes,  pi,  vetches,  T.  iii.  936. 

Feoohen,  ger,  to  fetch,  T.  v.  485 ;  gtr.  to 
fetch,  to  be  brought  (i.  e.  absent),  T.  iii. 


609;    Fette,  2  pt.  s,  didst  fetch,  T.  iii. 

723 ;  pi.  s,  fetched,  L.  676 ;  brought,  T. 

V.  852 ;  pi.  //.  B  2041 ;  Fet,  //.  fetched, 

A  2527;  brought,  A  819;  brought  home, 

D  217. 
Fecclidnfir,  s,  fetching,  rape,  T.  v.  89a 
Fedde,  //.  s,  fed,  A  146. 
Fee,  s,  reward,  pay,  7. 193 ;  Fee  simple,  an 

absolute  fee  or  fief,  not  clogged  with 

conditions.  A  319. 
Feeld,  s,  field,  A  886, 3032 ;  (in  an  heraldic 

sense),  B  3573. 
Feendly,  adj,  fiendlike,  devilish,  B  751, 

«783. 

Feet,  s.  performance,  E  429.    'E./eat, 

Fette,  V,  enfeoff,  endow,  present,  T.  iii. 
901 ;  ger,  to  present,  T.  v.  1689;  pp,  en- 
feoffed, put  in  possession,  endowed,  £ 
1698. 

Fel,  s.  skin,  T.  i.  01. 

Fel,  adj.  dreadfiii.  T.  v.  50 ;  cruel,  A  2630 ; 
deadly,  D  2002;  terrible,  B  2010;  Felle, 
iM>c.  cruel,  A  1559:  destructive,  r.  iv.  44. 

Felawe,  s,  companion,  comrade,  A  395, 
648. 

Felaweshipe,  s.  partnership,  A  1626; 
companionship,  B  2749 ;  company,  A  26. 

Felawsbipeth,  pr,  s,  accompanies,  B  4. 
m  X.  12. 

Feld,  pp,  tf/Felle. 

Feldefare,  s,  field-fare,  5. 364 ;  T.  iii.  861 ; 
farewel  /,,  i.  e.  farewell,  and  a  good  rid- 
dance; because  fieldfiu-es  depart  when 
the  warm  weather  comes. 

Felden,  pi,  pi,  <?/Felle, 

Fele,  adj,  many,  R.  189;  E  917. 

Felen,  v,  feel,  experience,  L  692;  Fele, 
understand  by  experiment,  HF.  826; 
try  to  find  out,  T.  ii.  387 ;  Felte,  i  pi,  s, 
4.  217;  Felede,  //.  s,  G  521;  Fe\ed,  pp, 
perceived,  T.  iv.  984. 

Fele-folde,  adj,  manifold,  B  2.  p  1. 16. 

FellniT,  s.  affection,  3. 1172. 

Felle,  //.  and  voc,  s,  </Fel,  adj, 

Felle,  V,  fell,  A  1702 ;  Felden, /A//,  caused 
to  fall,  R.  911 ;   Feld,  pp,  cut  down,  A 

Feuen,  pi,  pi,  happened,  T.  L  134,    See 

Fallen. 
FelUche,  adj,  bitingly,  severely,  B  a.  m 

3.  13- 

Felnesse,  s,  fierceness,  B  i.  m  6. 11. 

Felon,  adj,  an^,  T.  v.  199. 

Felonous,  adj,  fierce,  wicked,  B  i.  m  4. 
15 ;  mischievous,  I  438. 

Felonye,  s,  injustice,  B  4.  p  6. 278 ;  crime, 
A  1996;  treachery,  R.  165,  978;  pi,  in- 
iquities, I  281. 


C  2 
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Femele,  adj.  female,  D  123. 1  961. 
Femininitee,  s.  feminine  form,  B  360. 
Fen,  J.  chapter  or  subdivision    of  Avi- 

cenna's  book  called  the  Canon,  C  890. 
Fenel,  s,  fennel,  R.  731. 
Feniz,  s.  phoenix.  3.  98a. 
Fer,  adj,  far,  A  388,  491 ;  Ferre,  def.  A 

3393* 
Fer,  <idv.  far,  B  178 1 ;  Fer  ne  ner.  neither 

later  nor  sooner,  A  1850;  howf,  so,  how- 
ever far,  K,  4Aa 
Ferd,  s,  dot.  fear,  T.  iv.  607.     (Always  in 

\i\\T,f^/erd,  ox  for  fer de^ 
Ferd,  pp,  ofY^r^,  v. 
Ferd,  -e ;  see  Faren,  v. 
Fere,  s.  dat,  fear,  B  3369 ;  panic,  HF.  174. 
Fere,  j.  coinpanion,  L.  969 ;  mate,  5.  410, 

416 ;  wife,  T.  iv.  791 ;  pL  companions,  T. 

i.  234. 
Fere,  s.  dat,  fire,  T.  iii.  978. 
Fere,  v,  frighten.  T.  iv.  1483;  Fered,/^. 

afraid.  G  92^ ;  Ferd,  pp,  afraid,  T.  ii.  124. 
Ferforth,  adv,  far ;  asf.  as,  as  far  as,  T. 

iv.  891;    as  long  as,  T.  i.  121;  so  f  to 

such  a  degree,  i.  170;  thus  /.,  thus  far, 

T.  ii.  960. 
Ferforthly,  adv,  thoroughly;    so  /,  to 

such  an  extent,  A  960;   so  far,  L.  683; 

asf,  as  completely,  D  1545. 
Ferfulleste,  most  timid,  T.  iu  450. 
Ferly,  adj,  strange.  A  4173. 
Fermeu^ies,  //.  remedies,  A  2713. 
Ferme,  adj.  firm,  E.  663. 
Ferine,  imp.  s,  make  firm,  B  i.  m  5.  61 

(LsiUjirma). 
Ferme,  s.  rent,  A  252  ^. 
Fermely,  adv.  firmly,  T.  iii.  1488. 
Fermerere,  s.  friar  in  charge  of  an  infirm- 
ary, D  1859. 
Fermour,  s.  farmer  of  taxes,  L.  378. 
Fern,  adv.  long  ago ;    so  ftm  =  so  long 

ago.  F  2^6. 
Fem-assnen,  s.  pi.  ashes  produced  by 

burning  ferns.  F  254. 
Feme,  //.   of  Ferren,    distant,  remote, 

A  14. 
Feme ;  fvere,  last  year,  T.  v.  1176. 
Ferre,  adj.  def  distant,  A  3393. 
Ferre,    comp.    adv.    farther,    HF.    600; 

Ferrer,  A  835. 
Ferreste,  superl.pl.  farthest.  A  494. 
Fers,  s.  queen  (at  chess).  3.  654,  655; 

Ferses.  fl.  the  pieces  at  chess,  3.  723. 
Fers,  adj.  fierce,  T.  i.  225 ;  voc.  7.  i. 
Fersly,  adv.  fiercely,  T.  iii.  1760. 
Ferthe,  fourth.  T.  iv.  26,  v.  476. 
Ferther,  adj.  farther.  B  1686,  E  2226. 
Ferther,  adv.  further,  i.  148,  3. 1254. 


Ferther-over,  conj,  moreover,  A.  ii.  a6. 

13. 

Ferthlngr,  s.  farthing,  D  1967;  a  very 
small  portion,  A  134. 

Fery,  adi.  fiery,  T.  lii.  1600. 

Fest,  s.  fist,  A  4275,  C  802. 

Feste,  s.  feast,  festival,  A  883.  B  418 ;  to 
f,  to  the  feast,  B  380;  encouragement, 
T.  ii.  361 ;  merriment,  T.  ii.  421 ;  Maketh 
feste,  flatters,  3.  638;  pi.  tokens  of 
pleasure,  T.  v.  1429. 

Festeth,  pr.  s.  feasts,  A  2193. 

Festeyinge,  pres.  part,  feasting,  enter- 
taining, F  345. 

Festeylnflre,  s.  festivity.  T.  v.  455. 

Festllch,  adj.  fond  of  feasts,  F  281. 

Festne,  ^er.  to  fasten,  A  195. 

Fet ;  see  Fecohen. 

Fete,  dat.  pi.  feet,  3.  199,  400,  500. 

Fether,  s.  wing,  A  2144. 

Fetls,  adj.  neat,  well-made,  handsome, 
A  157 ;  K.  776 ;  splendid,  R.  1133 ;  grace- 
ful, C  478. 

FetlBly ,  adv.  elegantly,  A  124, 273 ;  neatly, 
trimly,    A    3205,    3319;    exquisitely,   K. 

Fette ;  see  Fecchen. 
Fetya,  adj.  well-made,  R.  532;  handsome, 
R.    821;    splendid,   R.   1133;    graceful, 

C478. 
Fetysly,  adv.  exquisitely,  neatlv,  R.  1235. 
Fey,  s.  faith,  A  1126, 3284;  fidelity,  L.  778. 
Feyn,  adj.  glad,  7.  315. 
Feyne,  v.  feign,  pretend,  A  736;  speak 

falsely,  2.  4;   feyne  us,  feign,  pretend. 

B  351;  Feigne,  who-so  f.  may,  let  him, 

who  can,  pretend,  B  3.  p  10.  93. 
Feynest,  adv.  most  gladly.  ^.  48a 
Feyningr,  s.  pretending,  cajolery,  F  556 ; 

pretence,  feigning.  L.  1556. 
Feynt,  adj.  feigned.  R.  433. 
Fey ntest,  2  pr.  s.  enfeeblest,  B  926. 
Ficchen,  ger.  to  fix.  B  5.  m  4.  18. 
Fiers,  adj.  fierce,  A  1598 ;  proud,  R.  148a, 
Fifte,  fifth,  R.  962.  982;  16.  9. 
PHfiT^S,  pi.  fig-trees,  K.  1364. 
Flerhten,  v.  fight,  L.  1996 ;  Fight,  fr.  s. 

fights,  5.  103;    Faught,  pt.  s.  fought,  A^ 

399 ;  Foughten,  Z^^.  A  62, 
Flgrdre,  s,  shape,  16. 27 ;  form  (as  a  manV 

B  3412 ;  figure,  i.  94 ;  figure  (of  speech) , 

A  499 ;  Figure,  type,  i.  169 ;  //.  figures 

(of  speech),  E  16;  markings,  A.  pr.  75. 
PHgrurlnfire,  s.  form,  L.  298 ;  figure.  G  96. 
Fil,  pt.  s.  ^Fallen. 
Flld,  pp.  nlled.  5.  610. 
Finch,  s.  finch  (bird),  R.  915;  pulU  a 
finch,  pluck  a  dupe,  A  652. 
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Flnde,  V,  find,  i.  72;  A  648;  invent, 
A  736;  jrgr,  to  provide  for,  C  537;  Fint, 
pr,  s,  fimds,  G  218 ;  Fynt,  fr,  s.  L.  1499 ; 
Fondjpt.  s,  discovered,  A  2445;  found 
out,  T.  i.  659;  provided  for,  B  4019; 
Fonde,  //.  s.  subj,  could  find,  5.  374 ;  pp, 
found,  E  146;  Founden,  pp,  found, 
B  612:  provided,  B  243. 

Pindlnff,  J.  provision,  A  322a 

Pint,  /r.  J.  finds,  G  218. 

Plrre,  s,  fir-tree,  A  2921. 

Flrste,  adj,  def.  first,  3.  1166;  my  firste, 
my  first  narration.  F  75 ;  with  the  Jirste^ 
very  soon,  T.  iv.  6^ 

Piah,  s.  the  sign  Pisces,  F  273. 

Pit,  s,  a  'fyt  or  'passus,'  a  portion  of 
a  song,  B  2078 ;  bout,  turn,  A  4x84. 

Plthele,  s,  fiddle.  A  296. 

Plxe,  pp,  as  adj,  fixed,  T.  i.  298 ;  solidified, 

G779. 
Plambe,  /.  flame,  I  353. 
Plstour,  J.  flatterer,  B  45i|. 
Plsumbe,  /.  flame,  HF.  769. 
Playn,/^.  flayed,  I  425. 
Pledde,  ft,  s,  fled,  avoided,  B  3445.  3874; 

Fledde  nerself,  took  refuge,  L.  1225. 
Plee  (1),  V.  fly,  F  503;  leet  Jlet,  let  fly, 

A  3806;  Fleigh,  pt,  s.    flew,  HF.  921. 

2087 ;  Fley,  pt.  s.  B  4362 ;  Flowen,  pt.  pt. 

flew,  B  4581 ;  pp.  flown,  HF.  905. 
Pleen  (2) ,  v.  escape.  A  1170 ;  flee,  L.  1307, 

2020;  Flecth,  »>^.//.  4.6;  Fleigh,//.  s. 

fled,  B  3879. 
Pleen,  s.pt.  fleas.  H  17. 
Plees,  s.  fleece.  L.  1428, 1647. 
Pleet,  pr.  s.  floats,  B  463. 
Plekked,  pp.  spotted,  £1848,  G  565. 
Piemen,  ^^.  to  banish.  T.  ii.  852;^./. 

H  182;  pp.  banished.  G  58. 
Plemer,  j.banisher,  driver,  away,  B46a 
PlemlnfirOf  J.  banishment,  flight,  T.  iii 

Plen,  Pr.pt,  fly,  T.  iv.  13C6. 

Pleshly,  adv.  carnally,  a  1775. 

Plete,  V.  float,  bathe,  T.  iii.  1971 ;  ipr.  s, 

subj.  may  float,  A  2397 ;  Fleteth,  pr.  s. 

floats,  B  901 ;  flows,  abounds  (Lat.  m- 

jUtat),  B  X.  m  2.  28;  Fleet, /r.  j.  floats. 

B  463;  pres.  pt.  floating,  A  1956;  Flet- 

\Tige,  pres.pt.  flowing,  B  x.  p  3.  78  (Lat 

liir^hamte). 
Plex,  /.  flax.  A  676. 
Pley,  pt.  s.  flew.  B  4362. 
Plikered,  pt.  s.   fluttered,  T.  iv.  1221; 

pres.pt.  pi.  fluttering,  A  X962. 
Piitte,  V.  pass  away,  I  368 ;  pp.  removed, 

T.  V.  X544 ;  pres.pt.  unimportant,  3.  Sox. 
PlO,  s.  arrow,  H  204. 


Plokinele,  adv.  in  a  flock,  in  a  great 

number.  E  86. 
Flood,  s.  flood-tide.  F  259;  oh  a  Jl.,  in 

a  stale  of  flood.  T.  iii.  640. 
FlorlBBhingea, //.  florid  ornaments,  HF. 

1301. 
Florouns,  s.  pi.  florets.  L.  217,  220. 
Ploteren,  pr.  pi.  fluctuate,  waver,  B  3. 

£11.  227. 
>tery,  adj.  fluttering,  wavy.  A  2883. 
Plouffh,  2//.  s.  didst  fly,  B  4421. 
Ploup,  J.  (x)  flower,  L.48;  of  alle Jtoures 

Jlour,  flower  of  all  flowers,  i.  4 ;  flower, 

i.  e.  choice,  A  41^4 ;  choice  part,  A  982 ; 

time  of  flourishmg,  A  3048:   (2)  flour. 

R.356. 
Plour^e-lys,  s.  fleur-de-lis.  lily,  A  238. 
Ploureth,  pr.  s.  flourishes,  T.  iv.  1577 ; 

blooms.  7.  306. 
Plourettes,  s.  pi.  flowerets,  buds,  R.  891. 
Ploupy,  adj.  flowery,  3.  398. 
Ploute,  s.  flute,  HF.  1223. 
Ploutours,  pi.  flute-players,  R.  763. 
Plowen,  pt.pl.  and  pp.  of  Flee  (i). 
Ploytinfire,/r^j.//.  playing  on  the  flute, 

A9X. 
Pneseth,  pr.  s.  breathes  heavily,  puffs. 

snorts.  H  62. 
Po,  s.  foe.  enemy,  B  X748;  Foo.  A  63; 

Foon,  //.  B  3896 ;  Foos,  //.  B  2160.    . 
Pode,  s.  food.  D  x88i.  I  X37. 
Poisoun,  s.  plenty,  abundance,  R.  1359. 
Polde,  s.  fold,  sheepfold,  A  5x2. 
Polden,/;^.  folded.  T.  iv.  359,  X247. 
Poled,  pp.  foaled,  bom.  D  1545. 
Pollly,  adv.  foolishly,  B  2639. 
Polk,  s,  folk,  people.  A  12.  25 ;  sort,  com- 

P^i^y*  5-  5^  't  /^o  companies,  5.  278. 
Polowed  wei,  followed  as  a  matter  of 

course.  3.  xox2;  Folweth,  imp,  pi.  imi- 
tate. E  1 189. 
Pol^,  adv.  foolishly,  3.  874. 
Polye,  s.  folly,  foolishness,  A  3045. 
Polyen,  pr.  pi.  act  foolishly,  B  3.  p  2. 

100. 
Poxnen,  pi.  foe-men,  T.  iv.  42. 
Pomy,  adj.  foaming,  covered  with  foam. 

A  2506. 
Pond: ;  pt.  s.  of  Finde. 
Ponde,  V.  endeavour,  R.  x^84 ;  v.  attempt, 

try,  E  283 ;  try  to  persuadfe,  B  347. 
Ponde,//.  s.  subj.  could  find,  5.  374. 
Ponfire,  v.  receive,  B  377. 
Ponne,  s.  fool  (Northern).  A  4089. 
Pont-ful  water,  fontful  of  water,  B  357. 
Pontstoon,  s.  font,  B  723. 
Poo;  seePo. 
Poo,  s.  ioo\for  foot,  A  3781. 
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Fool,  adj.  foolish,  silly,  R.  1253. 

Fool,  s.  fool,  A  3005;  jester,  B  3271  j  /A 
wicked  persons,  E  2278. 

Fool-larere,  adj.  foolishly  liberal,  B  2789, 
2810. 

Fool-largesse,  s.  foolish  liberality,  I  813. 

Foom,  s.  foam,  A  1659,  G  564. 

Foo-men,  s.  pi.  foes,  B  3255,  3507. 

Foon,  F008 ;  see  Fo. 

Foot,  as  pi,  feet,  A  4124. 

Foot-brede,  s.  foot-breadth,  HF.  2042. 

Foot-hot,  adv.  instantly,  on  the  spot, 
B438. 

Foot-mantel,  s.  foot-cloth, '  safeguard '  to 
cover  the  skirt,  A  472. 

¥oTyprep.  for,  A  486,  &c.;  in  respect  of, 
5.  336;  by  reason  of,  R.  1564;  for  the 
sake  of,  B  4.  p  6.  190 ;  fir  me,  by  my 
means,  T.  ii.  134 ;  fir  which,  wherefore, 
F  152^;  against,  to  prevent,  in  order 
to  avoid,  L.  231 ;  frrfayling,  to  prevent 
failure,  T.  i.  928 ;  m  spite  of,  C  129 ;  fir 
al,  notwithstanding,  A  2020;  fir  tny 
dethe,  were  I  to  die  for  it,  4.  i86;  to 
have  fir  excused,  to  excuse,  A.  pr.  31. 

For,  conj.  for,  A  126,  &c. ;  because,  3.  735, 
789 ;  in  order  that,  B  478,  F  102. 

For  to,  with  injbt.  in  order  to,  to,  A  13, 
78.  &c. 

For&gre,  -f'  provision  of  fodder,  £  1422; 
food,  B  Z973;  winteMood,  as  hay,  &c., 
A  3868. 

For-bede,  v.  forbid,  T.  iii.  467;  Foi^ 
bedeth,  pr.  s.  B  2774 ;  Forbet,  fir  For- 
bedeth.^r.  s.  forbids,  T.  ii.  717;  in  phr, 
god  1,  or  Crist  f.  =  God  forbid,  Christ 
forbid,  T.  ii.  113,  716;  Forbad,  pt.  s. 
Era;  Forbode,  pp.  forbidden,  E  2206. 

Forbore,  v.  forbear  (to  mention),  A  885; 
leave  (him)  alone,  D  665 ;  spare,  A  3168 ; 
little  consider,  T.  ii.  1660;  Forbar,  pt. 
s.  forbare,  T.  i.  437 ;  imp.  pi.  forgive,  L. 
80. 

For-blak,  adj.  extremely  black,  A  2144. 

Forbode,  s.  prohibition ;  goddes  firbode, 
it  is  God's  prohibition  (i.  e.  God  forbid), 
L.  \o  a. 

Forbrak,  i  //.  s.  broke  off,  interrupted, 
B4.PI.7 

For-brnsed,  pp.  badly  bruised,  B  3804. 

Forby,  adv.  by,  past,  L.  2539. 

Forbyse,  ger.  to  instruct  bv  examples,  T. 
ii.  1390.  (A  false  form;  iox firbisneln) , 
the  former  n  being  dropped  by  confusion 
with  that  in  the  suffix.) 

Force ;  see  Fors. 

Forcraochen,^^r.  to  scratch  excessively. 
R.  323. 


Forcutteth,/r.  s*  cuts  to  pieces,  H  346^ 

For-do,  V.  destroy,  '  do  for,  T.  i.  238,  ir, 
1681 ;  For-dide,//.  j.  slew,  L.  2557 ;  For* 
doon,  pp,  overcome,  vanquished,  T.  L 
525;  rumed,  T.  v.  1687;  destroyed,  H 
290 :  slain,  L.  939. 

Fordrlven,  >^.  driven  about.  B  1.  p  3.71. 

"^or-dronke 
3120, 415a 


For-dronken,  //.   extremely  drunk.  A 


t' 


Fordrye,  adj,  very  diy,  withered  up, 
F409. 

Fordwyned,  adj.  shrunken,  R.  366. 

Fore,  5.  path,  trace  of  steps,  D  no; 
course,  track,  D  1935.    A.  S./or. 

Foreyne,  adj.  extraneous,  B  3.  p  3. 73. 

Foreyne,  s.  outer  chamber  \or  court- 
yard?), L.  1962. 

Forfered,  pp.  exceedingly  afraid;  for- 
fired  of^  very  afraid  for,  F  527. 

Forfeted,//.  s.  did  wrong,  I  273. 

Forgaf ,  //.  s.  of  Foryeve. 

Forgat,  //.  s.  of  Foryete. 


Forgrlft,  s.  forgiveness,  L.  1853. 
"  //.  overwalked.  exhau 

walking,  HF.  115. 


For-go,  //.  overwalked,  exhausted  with 


Forjfon,  ger.  to  give  up,  for^o.  {betttr 
forgo) ,  T.  iv.  195 ;  lose,  R.  1473 '.  Foigoon, 
//.  lost,  B  2183. 

Forheed,  s.  forehead,  R.  860;  Forhcvcd, 
B1.p4.139. 

For-hoor,  eulj.  very  hoary,  R.  356. 

Forkerveth,  pr.  s,  hews  in  pieces,  H  340. 

Forlaft,/^.  abandoned,  C  83. 

Forlesetn,  pr.  s.  loses,  I  789.  See  For- 
lorn. 

For-leten,  v.  abandon,  give  up,  C  864; 
yield  up,  B  1848 ;  Forlete,  pr,  pi.  for- 
sake, 1  9v.  Forleten,  pp.  abandoned, 
given  up,  HF.  694, 

Forliven,  v,  degenerate,  B  3.  p  6.  56; 
Forliyed,  pp.  as  adj.  degenerate,  ignoble, 
B  3.  m  6. 13. 

Forlorn,  pp.  utterly  lost,  L.  2663.  See 
Forlese. 

Forlost,  pp.  utterly  lost,  T.  iii.  280. 

Forloyn,  s.  note  on  a  bom  for  recall,  3. 
386. 

Forme,  s.  form,  A  305;  form,  lair  (of 
a  hare).  B  1294. 

Forme-fader,  s.  fore-father,  first  £&ther, 
B  2293. 

Formel,  s.  companion  (said  of  birds), 

5-371.  373-. 
Formely,  adv.  formally,  T.  iv.  497. 
Former,  s.  Creator,  C  19. 
Former  agre,  the  Golden  Age  of  old,  9. 9. 
Formest,  adj.  sup.  foremost,  3.  89a 
Fom-cast,  pp.  premeditated,  B  4407. 
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Forneys,  s.  furnace,  A  aoa.  5^9. 

For-old,  adj.  extremely  old,  A  2124. 

Forpampred,//.  exceedingly  pampered, 
spoilt  by  pampering,  9.  5. 

For-pyned,  >^.  wasted  away  (by  torment 
or pitu),  A  x><. 

Fore,  s.  force,  A  2723 ;  no  fors^  no  matter, 
no  consequence,  A  2723,  B  285 ;  no  force, 
no  matter,  18.  53;  no  fors  is,  it  is  no 
matter,  T.  iv.  322 ;  no  force  of  no  matter 
for,  10.  13 ;  no  fors  of  me,  no  matter 
about  me,  4.  197 ;  thereof  no  fors,  never 
mind  that,  3,  1170;  make  no  fors,  pay 
no  heed,  H  68 ;  I  do  no  fors,  I  care  not, 
D  1254 ;  /  do  no  fors  thereof,  it  is  nothing 
to  me,  %.  542 ;  aoth  no  fors,  takes  no  ac- 
count, I  711 ;  what  fors,  what  matter, 
T.  11378. 

Forsake,  v,  deny,  B  i.  p  4.  164;  leave, 
B  3431 ;  Forsook,  ft.  s.  forsook,  R.  1538 ; 
Forsaken,  pp.  R.  1498 ;  imp.  pi.  give  up, 
C286. 

Forseid,  pp,  as  adj.  aforesaid,  5.  12a 

Forseinffe,  s.  prevision,  T.  iv.  989. 

Forshapen,  pp.  metamorphosed,  T.  ii.  66. 

For-shright,  pp.  exhausted  with  shriek- 
ing, T.  iv.  H47. 

For-siffht,  s.  foresight,  T.  iv.  961. 

For-sleuthen,  v.  waste  in  sloth,  B  4286. 

Forsle  weth,  pr.  s.  wastes  idly,  I  685. 

Forsluffff eth,  pr.  s.  spoils,  allows  (goods) 
to  spoil,  I  685. 

Forsonsren,  pp.  tired  out  with  singing, 
R.664. 

Forster,  s.  forester,  A  117. 

Forstraufirht,  pp.  distracted,  B  1295. 

Forswor  him,  pt.  s.  was  forsworn,  HF. 
389 ;  Forswore,  pp.  folsely  sworn  by,  L. 
2522 ;  Forsworn,  forsworn,  L.  927. 

Forth,  adv.  forth,  on,  further,  onward,  5. 
27;  D  1569,  F  604,  605.  964;  forward. 
HF.  2061;  out,  5.  352;  continually,  F 
1081;  away,  T.  i.  118;  still,  4.  148;  tho 
f.,  thenceforth,  T.  i.  1076  \jorth  to  hve, 
i.  e.  they  proceed  to  love,  T.  ii.  788. 

Forther,  adv.  more  forward,  A  4222; 
Further,  (go)  further,  A  41 17. 

Fortheren,  ger.  to  further,  T.  v.  1707. 

FortherinfiTi  s.  furtherance,  aid,  L.  69  <x. 

Forther-moor,  adv.  further  on,  A  2069 ; 
Forthermore,  moreover,  C  357. 

Forther-over,  adv.  moreover,  C  648. 

Forthest,  adj.  and  adv.  furthest,  B  4.  p  6. 
136. 

For-thinke,  v,  seem  amiss,  {or  here)  seem 
serious,  T.  ii.  1414 ;  pr.  s.  tmfers.  seems 
a  pity  (to  me),  E  1006;  Forthoughte, 
//.  s.  subj.  should  displease,  R.  1671. 


Forthren,  ger.  to  further,  help,  assist, 
L.  71,  472,  1618;  ger.  to  further,  T.  v. 

Fortn-rlght,      adv.      straightforwardly, 

straightforward,  R.  295:   F  1503. 
Forth  ward,  adv.  forwards,  B  ^3,  F  1169. 
For-thy,  adv.  therefore,  on  that  account, 

A  1841,  4031. 
Fortroden,  pp.  trodden   under  foot,   I 

190. 
Fortuit,  adj.  fortuitous,  B  5.  p  i.  91. 
Fortuna  maior,  a  name  for  the  auspicious 

planet  Jupiter,  T.  iii.  1420.     (Or  else, 

a  cluster  of  stars  near  the  begmning  of 

Pisces ;  cf.  Dante.  Purg.  xix.  4.) 
Fortunel,  adj.  accidental,  B  5.  m  1. 16. 
Fortunen,  v.  to   give    (good  or  bad) 

fortune  to,  A  417;   Fortunest,  2  pr.  s. 

renderest  lucky  or  unlucky,  A  2377 ;  pt. 

pi.  happened,  chanced,  3.  288;  pp.  en- 
dowed by  fortune,  4. 180. 
Fortunous,   adj.  fortuitous,  accidental, 

B  I.  p  6.  9. 
For- waked,  pp.  tired  out  with  watching, 

3.  126 ;  B  596. 
Forward,  adv.  foremost;  first  and  f, 

first  of  all,  B  2431. 
Forward,  s.  agreement,  covenant,  A  33, 

829. 
Forwelked,    adj.    withered,    wrinkled, 

deeply  lined,  R.  361. 
Forweped,^.  weary,  exhausted  through 

weeping,^.  126. 
Forwered,  pp.  worn  out,  R.  235* 
For-wery,  adj.  very  tired,  5.  93. 
Forwes,  pi.  furrows,  9. 12. 
For-why,  couj.  for  what  reason,  T.  iii. 

1009 ;  wherefore,  why,  HF.  20 ;  because, 

3.  461.  793. 
For-witer,  s.  foreknower,  B  5.  p  6.  329. 
Forwlthigr,  s.  foreknowledge.  B  4433. 
For-wot,  pr.  s.  foreknows,  foresees,  HF. 

45- 
Forwrapped,  pp.  wrapped  up,  C  718 ; 

concealed,  I  320. 
For-yede,  //.  s.  gave  up,  T.  ii.  133a 
Foryelde,  v.  yield  in  return,  requite,  E 

831. 

Foryetehiesse,  s.  forgetfiilness,  I  827. 

Foryeten,  v.  forget.  T.  iii.  55  ^pr.  s.  for- 
gets, T.  ii.  375;  Forget,  for  Forgeteth, 
pr.  s.  forgets,  R.  61;  Forgat,  i  //.  s. 
forgot,  C  919 ;  For-yat,  pt.  s.  T.  v.  1535 ; 
For-yeten,  pp.  forgotten,  A  2021;  For- 
geitn,pp.  B  2602. 

Foryetful,  adj.  forgetful,  E  472. 

Foryetingre,  s.  forgetfulness,  B  2.  p  7. 98. 

Foryeve,  v.  forgive,  B  994;  ForyAf,  pt.  s. 
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forgave,  T.  iii.  1129,  1577 ;  Forgaf,  //.  s, 

L.  162 ;  Foryeve,  //.  pi.  L.  1848 ;   For- 

yeven,>>^.  forgiven,  T.  ii.  595. 
Forylfnesse,  s.  forgiveness,  B  2963. 
Fostreth,   pr.    s.    cherishes,    E    1387; 

Fostred,  pi.    s,    nourished,    fed,    kept, 

E  323,  H  131 ;  pp.  nurtured,  nourished, 

C  210. 
FostriQir,  s.  nourishment,  D  1845. 
Fote,  s.  foot,  short  distance,  F  1177;  da/, 

L.  271 1 ;  Aim  to  /,  at  his  foot,  L  1314; 

oh/,,  on  foot,  F  390. 
Fotner,  s.  load,  properly  a  cart-load,  A 

530;  great  quantity,  A  1908. 
Fot-hoot,   eidv.  hastily,  immediately,  3. 

375- 
Foudre,  s.  thunderbolt.  HF.  535. 
Fouffhten,/^.  fought,  A  62. 
Foul,  s,  bird,  F  149 ;  pi.  birds,  L.  37,  130. 
Foule,  adv.  vilely,  D  1069;  foully,  3.  623; 

5.  517;   evilly,  A  4220;   shamefully,  L. 

1307;   hideously,  D   Z082;   meanly,  R. 

1061. 
Fouler,  adj.  comp.  uglier,  D  999. 
Fouler,  s.  fowler,  L.  132. 
Founde  (i),^er.  to  found,  T.  i.  1065. 
Founde  (2),  v.  seek  after,  7.  241 ;  i  pr,  s, 

try,  endeavour,  7.  47. 
Foundement,  s.  foundation,  HF.  Z132. 
Foundred,  //.  s,  foundered,  stumbled, 

A  2687. 
Founes,  s.  pi.  fawns,  3.  429;    Fownes 

{metaphorically) ,  young  desires,  T.  i.  465. 
Foumeys,  s.  furnace,  B  3353. 
Fourtenifirht,    fourteen   nights,  a  fort- 
night, T.  iv.  1327. 
Fowel,  s.  bird,  A  190,  2437. 
Foyne,/r.  s.  imp.  let  him  thrust,  A  2550; 

pr.  s.  A  2615 ;  pr.  pi.  A  1654. 
Foyson,  s.  abundance,  plenty,  A  3165. 
Fraknes,  pi.  freckles,  A  2169. 
Frame,  ^er,  to  put  together,  build,  T.  iii. 

530- 

Franohyse,  s.  liberality,  £  1987 ;  noble- 
ness, F  1524 ;  privilege,  I  4§2. 

Frankeleyn,  s,  franklin,  freeholder,  A 

331- 

Frankes,  //.  franks,  B  1371, 1377. 

Frai>e,  s.  company,  pack,  T.  iii.  410. 
O.  Y.frafe,  troop. 

Fraufirnt,  pp.  freighted.  B  171 ;  han  doom 
fr.,  have  caused  to  be  freighted. 

Frayneth,  pr.  s.  prays,  beseeches,  B  1790. 

Free,  adj.  liberal,  generous,  B  1366,  1854 ; 
bounteous,  liberal,  3.  484;  noble,  beau- 
tiful, C  35;  profuse,  lavish,  A  4387;  as 
s.  noble  one,  6.  104. 

Freedom,  s,  liberality,  L.  1127. 


Freele,  adj,  frail,  fragile,  1 1078. 

Freend,  s,  friend,  A  67a 

Freendllch,  ad/,  friendly,  A  368a 

Freletee,  s,  frailty,  C  78,  D  9a. 

Fremede,  adj.  foreign ;  Fremed  {Jkfore  a 
vowel) ^  strange,  wild;  fremed  ana  tame, 
wild  and  tame,  every  one,  T.  iii.  599; 
Fremde,  foreign,  F  429.    A:  %,  fremede, 

Frenesye,  s,  madness,  D  2209. 

Frenetyk,  adj.  frantic,  T.  v.  206. 

Frenfires,  pi.  fringes,  D  1383 ;  borderings, 
HF.  1318. 

Frere,  J.  fnar,  A  208,  D  829. 

Fressne,  adv.  newly,  L.  204. 

Fresshe,  v,  refresh,  R.  1513. 

Fret,  s,  ornament,  L.  215,  225, 228. 

Freten,  v.  eat  (governed  by  saugK)^  A 
9019 ;  pr.  s.  devours.  R.  387 ;  pt.  pi.  con- 
sumed, D  561;  Freten,  pp.  eaten,  de- 
voured, A  ao68 ;  Frete,^.  B  475. 

Fretted,^,  adorned,  ^et,  L.  1117. 

Freyne,  v.  ask,  question,  T,  v.  1227 ;  pt.  s. 
B  3022  ;/^.G  433. 

Fro,  prep,  from,  A  44 ;  out  of,  4.  354 ;  to 
and  fro,  L.  2358,  3471. 

Froffgres,//.  frogs,  R.  1410. 

From,  prep,  from,  A  128 ;  apart  from,  T. 
iv.  766 ;  from  the  time  that,  R.  85a 

Frosty,  adj.  frosty,  cold,  A  268;  which 
comes  in  the  winter,  5.  ^164. 

Frote,  ger.  to  rub,  T.  hi.  1115;  pr.  s.  A 

3747- 
Frothen,  pr.  pi.  become  covered  with 

foam,  A  1659. 
Fro-this-forth,  henceforward,  T.  iv.  314. 
Frounced,  adj.  wrinkled,  R.  365. 
Frounceles,  adj.  unvrrinkled,  R.  860. 
Frount,  s.  true  countenance,  B  2.  p  8.  7. 
Fructuous,  adj.  fruitful,  I  73. 
.  Fruit,  s.  fruit,  i.  38 ;  result,  F  74. 
Fruytesteres,  s.  pi,  fern,  fhiit-sellers,  C 

478. 
Frye,  v.  fry.  A  383,  D  487. 
Fueritif,  adj.  fleeing  from  {}jiX.  profugus)  ^ 

HF.  146. 
Ful,  adj.  satiated,  T.  iii.  1661;  atte  fuUe, 

at  the  full,  completely,  A  651. 
Ful,  adv.  fiilly,  F  1230;   very,  quite.  B 

3506,  F  52 ;  /  many,  very  many,  F  128. 
Fulfllle,  V.  fulfil,  6. 17;  Fulfelle  (Kentish 

form),^^.  T.  iii.  510;  Fulfuldest,  3//.  s, 

didst  satisfy,  B  3.  p  3.  66;  Fulfilled,  pp. 

quite  full,  L.  54. 
Fmsomnesse,  s.  copiousness,  excess.  F 

Fume,  s.  vapour,  B  4114. 
Fumetere,  s.  fumitory,  I^tmarU  o/Ui- 
nalis,  B  4153. 
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FumoBltee,  s.  fumes  arising  from  drunk- 
enness, C  567,  F  358. 

Pundement  (i),  j.  foundation,  D  3103; 
(2)  fundament.  C  95a 

Funeral,  adj.  T.  v.  30a;  funereal,  A  2864, 
2912. 

Furial,  adj,  tormenting,  furious,  F  448. 

Fvirle,  s.  monster,  A  2684;  rage,  T.  v.  212. 

Furlongrs,  p/.  furlongs,  A  4166;  Furlong- 
wey,  a  short  distance,  B  557;  Forlong- 
wey,  a  brief  time  (lit.  time  of  walking 
a  furlong,  24  minutes),  T.  iv.  1237. 

Furre,  s,  fur,  R.  228. 

Furred,  pp.  furred,  trimmed  with  fur, 
R.  227.  408. 

Furrlnere,  s.  fur-trimming,  I  418. 

Further-over,  moreover,  2.  85. 

Furthre,  ^<rr.  to  help,  HF.  2023;  pp.  ad- 
vanced. 7.  273. 

Fusible,  ad/,  capable  of  being  fused, 
G8^6. 

Fustian,  j.  fustian,  A  75. 

Futur,  adj.  future,  T.  v.  748. 

Fyle,  V.  file,  smoothe  by  filing,  5.  212; 
Fyled,  pp.  A  2152. 

Fyn,  J.  end,  R.  1558;  death,  T.  ii.  527; 
result,  B  3348,  3884;  aim,  £  2106;  object, 
T.  ii.  425,  lii.  553 ;  for  fyn,  finally,  T.  iv. 

477- 
Fyn,  adj.  fine,  strong,  A  1472;  of  fyne 

force,  of  very  need,  T.  v.  421. 
Fyne,  v.  finish,  T.  iv.  26 ;  cease,  end,  T.  ii. 

146a 
Fynt,  pr.  s.  finds.  A  4071 ;  Fint,  G  218. 
Fyr,  s.  fire,  B  3734 ;  Fyr  of  Seint  Antony, 

erysipelas,  I  427. 
Fyr-makinge,  s,  making  of  the  fire,  A 

2914. 
Fysicien,  s,  physician,  B  i.  p  3. 4. 


O. 

Qabbe,  ^er.  to  boast,  prate,  A  3510 ;  ipr.  s, 
lie,  speak  idly.  3.  IC75 ;  Gabbestow,  liest 
thou,  T.  iv.  481. 

Gabber,  s.  liar,  idle  talker,  I  89. 

Gable,  s.  gable-end,  A  3571. 

Gadellnff ,  s.  idle  vagabond,  gad-about,  R. 

938- 
Gadereth,  pr.  s.  gathers,  A  1053. 
Gaderinfire,  s.  gathering,  B  2765. 
Gaillard,  adj.  joyous,   merry,   lively,  A 

Galantyne,  s.  a  kind  of  sauce,  galantine, 

9.  16;  12. 17. 
Galaxye,  s,  the  Galaxy,  Milky  Way,  5. 

56;  HF.936, 


Gale,  V.  sing,  cry  out,  D  852;  /r.  s.  subj. 
exclaim,  D  1336. 

Gallanes,  s.  pi.  medicines,  C  306.  So 
named  aifter  Galen. 

GaUngale,  j.  sweet  cyperus,  A  381.  {K 
spice  was  prepared  from  the  root  of  the 
plant.) 

Galle,  s,  sore  place,  D  940. 

Galles,  pi.  feelings  of  envy,  9. 47. 

Galoohe.  s.  a  shoe,  F  555. 

Galoun,  s.  gallon,  H  24. 

Galpinfir, /r^i.  pi.  gaping,  F  35a 

Galwes,  j.  pi.  gallows,  B  3924. 

Gamed,  pt.  s.  impers.  it  pleased,  A  534. 

Gamen,  s.  game,  sport,  T.  ii.  38,  iii.  250 ; 
joke,  jest,  E  733 ;  amusement,  fun,  merri- 
ment, A  2286,  4354. 

Gan,  pt.  s.  of  Ginne. 

Ganeth,  pr.  s.  yawneth,  H  35. 

Gkll>e,  V.  gape,  gasp,  B  3924;  Gapeth,^r. 
s.  opens  his  mouth,  L.  2004 ;  Gape  {^also 
Cape),/r.//.  gape,  stare,  A  3841. 

Gapinfires,  s.  pi.  greedy  wishes,  B  2.  m  2. 
17  (Lat.  hiatus). 

Gappe,  s.  gap,  A  1639, 164^. 

Gardln-wal,  x.  garden-wall,  A  1060. 

Gardlnward,  adv.  gardenward;  to  theg^ 
towards  the  garden,  F  1505. 

Gcurgrat,  s.  throat,  B  4524, 

Gcurleek,  s.  garlick,  A  634, 

Gamement,  s.  garment,  R.  896. 

Gamere,  s.  gamer,  granary,  R.  1x48. 

Gamisoun,  s.  garrison,  B  2217. 

QBSypr.  s.  goes  (Northern),  A  4037. 

Gastly,  adv.  terrible,  A  1984. 

Gastneeae,  s.  terror,  B  3.  p  5.  29. 

Gat,//,  s.  of  Geten. 

Gat-tothed,  adj.  having  the  teeth  far 
apart,  A  468,  D  603. 

Gaude,  s.  gaud,  toy,  pretence,  T.  ii.  351 ; 
trick,  C  389:  pi.  pranks,  I  651. 

Gaud^,  adj.  dyed  with  weld,  A  2079,  Fr. 
gauder,  to  dye  with  weld. 

Gauded,  pp.  furnished  with  beads  called 
gauds,  A  159.  (The  bead  or  gaud  was 
formerly  called  gaudee,  from  Lat.  imp. 
pi.  gaude te.^ 

Gkiure,  V.  stare,  T.  ii.  1157:  ger.  to  stare, 
gaze,  A  3827. 

Gay,  adj.  finely  dressed,  A  74,  iii ;  joyous, 
R«  435 ;  wanton,  A  3769. 

Gaylard,  adj.  lively,  A  3336. 

Gayler,  5.  gaoler,  A  1064. 

Gayneth,/r.  s.  avails,  A  1176;  //.  s.  pro- 
fited. T.  i.  352. 

Gaytres  beryies,  berries  of  the  gay-tree 
or  gait-tree  (goat-tree),  berries  of  the 
Rhamnus  catharticus,   or  buckthorn,  B 
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4155.   Called  getbdrs  trd,  goat-berry-trec, 

in  Swedish  dialects  (Rietz). 
OeauDt,  s,  giant,  B  1997, 3S08. 
Gebet,  s.  gibbet,  gallows,  HF.  106. 
Geen,  pp,  gone  (Northern),  A  4078. 
Geeth,  pr,  s.  goes,  L.  2145. 
(Generally,  adv,  everywhere,  T.  i.  86. 
Gent,  adr,  refined,    exquisite,    noble,  B 

1905;  slim,    "  '  -  .    ~ 

1032. 


A  3254 ;  /tm.  graceftil,'  R. 


Genterye,  s,  nobility,  magnanimity.  L. 
394;  gentility,  D  ii4[6;  gentle  birth,  I 
452 ;  rank,  1  461 ;  sign  of  good  birth, 
I601. 

Gentil,  a^'.  gentle,  refined,  A  72;  gentle, 
worthy,  B  1627;  excellent,  A  718;  mild 
in  manner,  compassionate,  A  647 ;  well- 
bred,  D  III;  beautiful,  R.  1081;  charm- 
ing, R.  1016. 

Gentillesse,  s,  gentleness,  noble  kindness, 
courtesy,  good  breeding,  L.  610,  loio, 
1080;  A  920;  nobility,  B3854;  gentility, 
D  1 109 ;  worth,  £  96 ;  kindness,  G  1054 ; 
condescension.  B  853 ;  high  birth,  I  1585 ; 
slendemess,  symmetry,  F  426 ;  delicate 
nurture,  E  593. 

Gentilleste,  adj.  sup.  noblest.  E  72, 131. 

Gentilly,  adv.  gently,  honourably,  A 
3104;  courteously,  B  1093;  frankly,  F 
674. 

Gentlls,  s.pl.  gentlefolk,  A  3:13. 

Oeomanole,  j.  divination  by  figures  made 
on  the  earth,  I  605. 

Geometriens,  s.pl.  geometricians,  B  3. 
pio.  143. 

Gere,  s.  gear,  armour,  A  2180;  equip- 
ment, A  4016;  property,  B  800;  utensils, 
A  352 :  apparel,  A  365 ;  //.  contrivances, 
F1276. 

Gere,  s.  changeful  manner,  A  1372;  //. 
changeful  ways,  A  153 1. 

Gerful,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iv.  286;  A 
1538.    Cf.  Gery. 

Gerland,  s.  garland,  R.  566. 

Oemer,  s.  gamer,  A  593. 

Gery,  adj.  changeable,  A  1536. 

Gtosse,  V.  suppose,  imagineVK.  1115 ;  i/r, 
s.  suppose,  A  82, 117 :  B  3435,  3960. 

GesslniTO,  s.  opinion.  B  i.  p  4.  315. 

Gest,  s.  guest,  HF.  288. 

Geste,  s.  romance,  tale,  story,  T.  ii.  83, 
iii.  450;  in  geste,  in  romance-form,  like 
the  common  stock-stories,  B  2123;  pi. 
stories.  D  642;  occurrences,  T.  i.  145; 
exploits,  affairs,  T.  ii.  1249;  histories, 
history,  B  1126;  deeds,  HF.  1434. 

Gestoiirs,  s.  pi.  story-tellers,  B  2036; 
Gestiours,  HF.  1198, 


Get  (jet),  s.  contrivance,  G  1277. 

Geten,  v.  obtain,  get.  L.  2370;  beget.  E 
1437;  Get,^.  s.  procures,  1  828;  Gcte, 
^  pr.pl.  asfut.  (ye)  will  get,  5.  651 ;  Gat, 
//.  s.  begat,  B  715 ;  got,  7.  206 ;  procured 
for,  A  703 ;  Geten,  pp.  gotten,  obtained, 
A  291 ;  won,  L.  1753 ;  begotten,  L.  140a ; 
han  geten  hem,  to  have  acquired  for 
themselves,  F  56. 

Gif,  conj.  if  (Northern),  A  4181. 419a 

Giffffes,//.  rapid  movements,  HF.  1942. 

GigTfirlnire, /r^j.  pt.  pi.  fitting  with  straps, 
A  2504.  From  O.  ¥.guigue,  a  handle  of 
a  shield. 

Gilden,  adj.  golden,  3.  338. 

Gilt,  s.  guilt,  offence,?' 757,  1039 ;  //. sins, 
B3015. 

Giltelees,  adj.  guiltless,  mnocent,  A  1312. 

Glltif ,  adj.  guilty,  T.  iii.  1019. 

Gin,  s.  contrivance,  snare,  G  1165;  //. 
traps,  snares,  R.  162a 

Gincrebreedf  s.  gingerbread,  B  2044. 

Ginfirere,  s.  ginger,  K.  1369. 

Oinfirlen,  v.  jingle,  A  170. 

Ginne,  v.  begin,  attempt,  HF.  9004;  Gan, 
I  pt.  s,  began,  T.  i.  266 ;  {as  OHxiliary 
verb),  did.  R.  734.  1129;  Gonne,//.  die!, 
E  1103;  HF.  044,  1002;  began,  C  323; 


Gonnen,^/. /A  began.  5.  531;  Gunne, 
pt.pl.  began,  HF.  1658;  did,  HF      ^ 
Gunnen, //.//.  did,  T.  iK^i^a 


Ginnlngre,  s.  beginning,  T.  1. 377. 
Glpoun,  s.  a  short  cassock  or  doublet, 

A  75,  2120. 
Gipser,  s.  pouch,  purse,  A  357. 
Girdel,  j.  girdle,  A  358,3250;  central  line, 

or  great  circle,  A.  i.  17.  49. 
Girden,  #^(fr.  to  strike,  B  3736.    Properly 

to  switcn. 
GirdUstede,  s.  waist,  R.  826. 
Girles,  pi.  young  people,  whether  male 

or  female,  A  664. 
Girt.  pr.  s.  girds,  L.  1775 ;  pp.  girded,  A  329. 
Giser,  s.  gizzard,  liver,  B  3.  m  12.  47. 
Giteme,  s.  kind  of  ^itar,  cittern,  A  3333. 
Gitemingre,  s.  playing  on  the  gittem.  or 

cittern,  A  3363. 
Glade,  ger.  to  gladden,  cheer,  E  1x74; 

ger.  to  console,  A  2837 ;  to  rejoice,  5. 687 ; 

Gladed,  //.  s.  cheered,  T.  i.  116;  imf,  s, 

%  p.  may  he  comfort,  E  822;  Gladetb, 

tmp.  pi.  rejoice,  4.  i. 
Glader,  s.  one  that  cheers,  A  2993. 
Gladly,  adv.  fitly,  887;  willingly,  F  204; 

by  preference,  L.  770;  tkathtemgl.  «9rM; 

that  would  be  thought  wise,  F  372. 
Gladsom,  adj.  pleasant,  B  3968. 
Glareth,  pr.  s.  glistens,  shines,  HF.  970. 
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aiase,  ger,  to  glaxe.  furnish  with  glass,  T. 
V.  469,  To  gJane  one's  hood  =  to  provide 
with  a  useless  defence. 

Olaslnff ,  s,  glass-work,  3.  ^aj. 

Olede,  s.  burning  coal,  glowing  coal  or 
ashes,  B  iii;  coloured  as  the  glede,  of 
a  bright  red,  gules,  B  3574 ;  pi,  glowing 
coals,  L.  335.    See  Qleed. 

Qledy,  eidj,  glowing  (as  a  coal),  burning, 
L.  105. 

Olee,  J.  music,  T.  ii.  1036 ;  entertainment, 
B  9030;  //.  musical  instruments,  HF. 
iao9. 

Gleed,  x.  glowing  coal,  L.  735. 

Olente, //.//.  gUnced,  T.  iv.  1223. 

Olewe,  V.  festen,  glue.  HF.  1761. 

Oleyre,  j.  white  (of  an  egg),  G  806. 

OUden,  pp,  (>/Glyde. 

QllTfiHlng,  s,  imperfect  sight,  E  3383. 

Oliteren,^.//.  glitter,  A  977. 

Olood,  //.  J.  o/G\yd^. 

Olose,  J.  glosing,  comment,  L.  338;  F 
166;  explanation,  D  179a;  commentary, 
hence  margin,  3. 333. 

GlOBe,  ger,  to  interpret,  explain,  T.  ir. 
1410:  to  flatter,  B  3330;  speak  with 
circumlocution,  E  3351 ;  persuade  cun- 
ningly, T.  iv.  147 1 ;  cajole,  D  509 ;  com- 
ment on,  B  1 180. 

Qlosingre,  s.  explaining,  D  1793. 

Olyde,  V,  glide,  A  1575 ;  ascend,  G  403 ; 
slip,  T.  iv.  1315 ;  i^gl,  rise  up  gradually, 
F  373;  Glddd,  //.  s,  went  quickly,  B 
9094:  Gilden,/^.  glided,  passed,  £  1887. 

Onlden,  //.  //.  rubbed,  9. 1 1.  From  A.  S. 
gnidan, 

Gnof,  J.  churl  (lit.  thief),  A  3188.  Mod. 
E^gonoph. 

Onow,//.  J.  gnawed,  B  3638. 

Qobet,  s,  piece,  morsel,  fragment,  A  696. 

God,  5,  A  J69 ;  God  be  with  you,  forewell, 
C  748 ;  Goddes,  God's,  Christ's,  B  1166; 
{pronounced  god's),  D  1096;  Goddes, 
pi.  gods,  false  gods,  3. 1338. 

Godfiede,  s,  divinity,  A  3381. 

Oodlihede,  s,  beautv,  T.  lii.  1730. 

Qodsib,  s.  sponsor,  I  909. 

Qold,  s.  made  of  gold.  R.  1193. 

Qold-bete,  adorned  with  beaten  gold, 
gilt,  7.  34.    Cf.  Y-bete. 

Ctoldes,  //.  marigolds,  A  1939. 

Ck>ld-hewen,  pp,  hewn  of  gold,  cut  out 
of  or  made  of  gold,  A  3500. 

Ctoldlees,  adj,  moneyless,  B  1480. 

Ooldsmithrle,  j.  goldsmiths*  work,  A 


Goiee,  J.  gabble  (Ut  mouthful),  5.  566. 
O.T.goUe. 


Oolet,  s.  throat,  goUet,  C  543. 

Qollardeys,  s,  bufifoon,  scurrilous  talker. 
A  56a 

Qoznxne,  j.  gum,  L.  131. 

Qon,  V.  go,  proceed,  F  soo;  walk,  L.  1399 ; 
move,  A  3510;  lete  it  goon,  let  it  go,  G 
1475 ;  to  Mralk,  I  105 ;  move,  F931 ;  roam, 
L.  3o66;  Goost,  3  /r.  j.  goest,  G  56; 
Goth,  fr.  s.  goes,  i.  68 ;  Gooth  about, 
seeks  for,  T.  i.  1091 ;  Gooth,  goes,  B  385 ; 
Geeth,  L.  3145;  Gas  (Northern),  A 
4037 ;  Goon,  pr.  pi,  proceed,  go  along,  E 
898 ;  Goon,  pp.  gone,  L.  793 ;  B.  17 ;  Go, 
pp.  gone,  G  907;  Geen  (Northern),  A 
4078 ;  Go,^.  s.  subj.  may  walk,  L.  9069; 
Go  we,  let  us  go,  T.  ii,  615 ;  Goth,  imp, 
//.go,  B 3384. 

GoDianoun,  s.  gonfimon,  gonfiUon,  a 
sacred  tanner,  R.  1301. 

Oonsre,  s,  privy,  I  885. 

GNmne,  s.  missile,  L.  637;  gun,  cannon, 
HF.  1643. 

Qonne,  -n ;  see  Oinne,  v, 

Gk>od,  s.  property,  goods,  5.  463;  Gode, 
dot.  benefit,  HF.  i,  58 ;  property,  wealth, 
L.  3638 ;  Godes,//.  goods,  B  3605. 

OoodUoh,  adj.  kind,  bountiful,  G  1053. 

Gk>odllheed,  s.  seemliness,  T.  ii.  843; 
goodlv  seeming,  HF.  330 ;  a  goodly  out- 
side, HF.  374. 

Goodly,  culj,  kindly,  B  3931;  excellent, 
L.  77;  pleasing,  nght,  B  3969;  portly, 
B4010. 

Ooodly,  adv.  patiently,  T.  iii.  1035 ;  well, 
B3490;  kindly,  HF.  565 :  reasonably,  T. 
iii.  990 ;  favourably,  T.  iii.  654 ;  rightly, 
B386a 

Oood-xnan,  s.  master  of  the  house,  C  361 ; 
householder,  L.  1391. 

OooB.  J.  goose,  5.  358 ;  Gees,//.  E  3375. 

Gooslsh,  adj.  goose-like,  foolish,  T.  iii. 

584. 
Ooost,  3/r.  s.  goest,  B.  3501. 
Goot,  s.  goat,  A  688,  G  886. 
Oore,  s.  '  gore '  or  gusset  of  a  garment,  B 

1979 ;  a  triangular  piece  cut  out,  A  3337. 
Ooshauk,  s.  goshawk,  B  1998. 
GoBSib,  s.  female  companion,  D   539; 

male  (spiritual)  relation,  D  343 ;  Godsib, 

sponsor,  I  909. 
Oossomer,  s.  gossamer,  F  359. 
058t,  s.  spirit,  ghost,  HF.  185 ;  soul,  i.  56; 

mind,  L.  103;  ghost  (ironically),  H  55; 

the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  93 ;  G  338 ;  yetdeth 

up  thegost,  gives  up  the  ghost.  L.  886. 
Oostly,  Qoostly,  adj.  spiritual.  I  ^93. 
Oostly,    adv.   spiritually,    mystically,    G 

109 ;  devoutly,  truly,  T.  v.  1030. 


C3 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


50 


0lo00atrial  in^tx. 


Ooter,  s,  gutter,  channel  for  water,  L. 

3705. 
Qoune-olooth,  s,  cloth  to  make  a  gown, 

D  2247,  2252. 
Oovemaille,  s,  mastery,  E 1 192 ;  //.  rules, 

B  I.  p  6.  32. 
Oovemsunce,  s,  management,  control, 

rule,  HF.  ^5,  958;   providence,  T.  ii. 

467;    dommion,    B   3541;    manner   of 

action,  F  311;  self-control,  T.  ii.  1020; 

charge,  care,  C  73;   demeanour,  T.  ii. 

219. 
Oov^me,  V,  control,  T.  iii.  475 ;  imp.  pi. 

arrange,  regulate,  B  1451,  E  322. 
Govdmeresse,  s,  fem.  governor,  ruler, 

mistress,  i.  141 ;  2.  80. 
Qovemour,   x.   ruler,  umpire,  A  813; 

leader,  L.  io6a 
Grace,  s.  favour,  i.  46;   mercy,  F  999; 

pardon,  B  647;  good  opinion,  R.  1169; 

virtue,  R.  1099;  hir  grace,  her  favour 

(i.  c.  that  of  the  Virgin),  B  980 ;  ofgrace, 

out    of   fiivour,    in    kindness,    F    161; 

sory  grace,  an  ill  favour,  HF.  1790;  dis- 
favour, D  ^46 ;  horde  grace,  displeasure. 

5.    65;    displeasure,  disgust,   D    2228; 

seventy,  HF.   1586;   disfavour,   misfor- 
tune, T.  i.  713 ;  ill  luck  (i.  e.  a  curse  upon 

him).  G  665 ;  Graces,//,  thanks,  B  2994. 
Oraoelees,  adj.  unfavoured  by  God,  G 

1078 ;  out  of  favour.  T.  i.  781. 
Orame,  s.  anger,  grief,  harm,  7.  276. 
Grangre,  s.  bam,  granary.  A  3668. 
Grant  meroy,  best  thanks,  G  1380. 
Grapenel,  s.  grapnel,  L.  640. 
Gras  (i).  J.  grass,  R.  1419. 
Gras  (2).  s.  grace.  B  2021. 
Graspid,  v.  grope,  T.  v.  223. 
Gras-tyme,  s.  time  of  eating  grass,  time 

ofyouth.  A3868. 
Graunffes,  //.  granges,  bams,  granaries, 

HF.  698. 
Graunt,  s.  grant,  R.  851. 
Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1 156. 
GrauDten,  v.  grant,  R.  1483 ;  fix.  name, 

E  179 ;  Pt'  s.  assented  to,  L.  2665 ;  pt.  pi. 

consented  to,  A  786. 
Grave,  s.  A  2778 ;  pit.  L.  68a 
Graven,  v.  engrave.  F  830 ;  Grave,  v.  dig ; 

doik  skegr.,  she  causes  to  be  dug,  L.  678 ; 

bury,  E  681  -.  to  engrave.  C  17 ;  Graven. 

pp.  engraved,  graven,  HF.  193;  buried. 

L.78S;  Grave, /^.  graven,  HF.  157. 
Grayn,  s.  dye;    in  grayn,  in  dye,  i.  e. 

dyed  of  a  fast  colour,  B  1917. 
Grasrthe,  ger.  to  clothe,  dress,  R.  584. 
Grece,  j.  grease.  A  135. 
Gredy,  a^r'.  greedy,  ready,  T.  iii.  1758. 


Gree  ( i) ,  x.  favour,  good  part,  R. 42 ;  good 
will,  18. 73 ;  in  gree^  favourably,  T.  ii.  529. 
Gree  (2),  s.  degree,  rank,  L.  1313;  suf>e- 
riority,  A  2733. 

Greef,  s.  grievance,  D  2174. 

Greet,  adj.  great,  3. 954 ;  principal,  B  i  x8i ; 
voc.  B  1797 ;  /'•  L.  929:  luxuriant,  C  37; 
a  greet,  a  great  one,  A  339 ;  Grete,  de/, 
adj.  as  s.,  the  chief  part,  ll  574. 

Grenoundes,  s.pi.  greyhounds,  A  190. 

Greithe,  v.  prepare.  B  3784. 

Gr6ne,  adj'.  as  s.,  green  colour,  R.  573 ;  A 
X03;  green  clothing  (the  colour  of  in- 
constancy), 21.  7;  green  place,  green 
space.  F  862. 

Grenehede,  v.  greenness,  wantonness,  B 
163. 

GreBBiagf  pres.  part,  grinning.  R.  156. 

Gres,  J.  grass,  T.  ii.  515 ;  //.  grasses,  HF. 

»353- 
Grete,  v.  greet ;  imp,  s.  L.  2299 ;  Grette, 

ipt.  s.  L.  116. 
Gretter,  adj'.  comp.  greater,  A  197. 
Grevaunce,  s.  grievance,  trouble,  hard- 
ship, B  2676;   complaint  (against  us), 

I.  63;  discomfort,  5.  205;  affliction,  10. 

47 ;  pi.  distresses,  T.  i.  647. 
Greve,  s.  grove,  T.  v.  1144;  //.  A  1495; 

boughs,  sprays,  L.  227. 
Greve,  ger.  to  harm,  R.  1042 ;  feel  vexed, 

grumble,  T.  i.  343 ;  pr.  s.  grieves,  harms, 

A  917 :  impers.  it  vexes,  E  647. 
Grevous,   adj.  grievous,  painful.   T.  v. 

1604. 
Greyn,  s.  grain,  com.  A  596 ;  nain  (dye), 

B  4649 ;  in  greyn,  of  a  fast  colour,  r  « i ; 

Greyn  de  Paradys,  grains  of  paradise. 

R.  1369;    Greyn.  grain    (of  paradise), 

cardamom.  A  3600. 
Grey  then,  pr.  pi.  prepare  (themselves), 

get  ready,  A  4309 ;  ger.  to  adorn,  clothe, 

dress,  R.  584.     lo^.gre&ia. 
Griffon,  s.  griffin,  A  213^. 
Grille,  adj.  pi.  horrible,  K. 
Grim,  adj.  angrv,  A  2042; 
Grimnesse,  s.  horror,  I  864. 
Grinte,  pt.  s.  grinned,  D  2161. 
Grintinge,  s.  gnashing  (of  teeth),  I  208. 
Grisel,  s.  name  given  to  an  old  man. 

whose  hair  is  gray  (lit.  old  horse)^  16. 35. 
Grisly,  adj.  homble,  terrible,  awful,  A 

'363.  1971 ;  very  serious,  T.  ii.  1700. 
GrolSbe,  v.  dig.  grub  (up).  9.  29. 
Grome,  s.  man ;  gr.  and  wenciu,  man 

and  woman,  HF.  Qc6\pi.  men,  R.  200. 
Gronte,  pt.  s.  groaned,  6  3899. 
Grope,  V.  try,  test,  examme,  A  644;  ger, 

to  search  out,  D  1817. 
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GrOt,  s.  particle,  atom,  D  1992. 
OrOte,  s,  groat,  (Dutch)  coin,  C  945. 
Grounded,  pp.  well  instructed,  A  414; 

founded,  T.  iv.  167a. 
Groyn  (i),J.  (a  swine's)  snout,  I  156. 
Groyn  (2),  s,  murmur,  T.  i.  349. 
Qvoyamgf  s.  murmuring.  A  2460. 
Grucohe,  v,  murmur,  T.  iii.  643 ;  ^er,  to 

grumble,  D  443. 
Gruochlnff,  s.  grumbling,  complaining, 

murmuring.  D  406, 1  499. 
Gruf,  adv.  on   their  feces,  grovellingly, 

in  a  grovelling  posture,  A  949,  B  1865. 

Cf.  Icel.  a^ya/ii,  fece  downwards. 
Grypen,  ^er,  to  grasp,  R.  204. 
Grys,  adj,  gray,  G  559;  pomely  grys^  i.  e. 

dapple-gray. 
Gry«,  J.  a  gray  fur,  A  194.    The  fur  of 

the  gray  squirrel. 
Gueixlon,  s,  recompense,  meed,  reward, 

R.  1526 ;  him  to  g,,  as  a  reward  for  him, 

L.20S2. 

Guerdone,  v.  reward,  I  283 ;  pp,  B  2462. 

Guerdoning,  s.  reward.  5.  455. 

Gyde,  s,  guide,  A  804;  ruler,  G  45; 
guide,  wielder,  5. 136. 

Qyde,  ger,  to  direct,  lead,  T.  i.  183 ;  to 
Ipiide,  T.  iii.  1811 ;  pr,  pL  conduct,  T. 
li.  Z104. 

Gyderesee,  s.  conductress,  B  4.  p  i.  9. 

Gydlnff ,  J.  guidance,  T.  v.  643. 

Gye,  V.  guide,  A  1950,  E  1429;  conduct 
(myself;,  L.  2045 ;  govern,  A  3046 ;  rule, 
B  3587;  instruct,  control,  B  1286;  gtr, 
to  guide.  T.  v.  546;  to  regulate,  I  13; 
as  wisly  he  gye,  so  verily  may  he  guide, 
2^8. 

Gyle,  J.  deceit.  A  2596 ;  trick,  T.  iiL  777. 

Gylour,  j.  beguiler,  trickster,  A  4321. 

Gyse,  s,  guise,  way,  A  663;  manner, 
R.  789,  A  i2o8,  I78i9;  custom,  A  993; 
way,  plan,  T.  iv.  1370. 

Gjrte,  s.  dress,  perhaps  skirt  or  mantle, 
A  3954 ;  pi'  D  559-  <^'gyde  in  Jamieson's 
Diet,  where  the  sense  is  dress,  skirt, 
or  mantle.  Gascoi^e  uses  gUe  in  the 
sense  of  dress  in  his  Philoroena,  I.  117: 
'A  statelv  Nimph,  a  dame  of  heauenly 
kinde.  Whose  glittering  gUe  so  glimsed 
in  mine  eyes.' 


Ha  I  ha  I  interj.  B  4571. 
Haberdaasher,  s,  seller  of  hats,  A  361. 
Habergreoun,  s.  a  hauberk  or  coat  of 

mail,  A  76,  21 19. 
Habitacle,  s.  habitable  space.  B  2.  p  7. 

59;  Habitacles,//.  niches,  HF.  1194. 


Habodndaunt,  pres,  pt,  abounding,  B 

3.  p  2.  32. 
Habounde,  v,  abound,  B  3938.  E  1286. 
Habundant,  adj.  abundant.  E  59. 
Habundaunce,  s.  plenty,  B  2322. 
Hab/ten,  pr.  pi.  inhabit,  R.  660. 
Heu^ches,  pi.  hatches,  L.  648. 
Hailes,//.  hail-storms.  HF.  967. 
HainseUnB,  s.  pi.  short  jackets,  I  42a. 

O.  F.  hainselln,  hamcellin,  a  sort  of  robe ; 

cf.  G.  Hemd,  shirt. 
Halre,  s.  hair-shirt,  R.  438. 
Hakeney,  s.  old  horse,  R.  1137 ;  G  5^9. 
Halde,/^.  held,  esteemed  (Northern),  A 

4208. 
Hale,    V.   draw,   attract,   5.    151;  pr.   s. 

draws  back,  i.  68. 
Half,  s.  side,  HF.  1136;    behalf,  T.   ii. 

1734;  Halfe,  dat.  5.  125:   on  my  hal/e, 

from  me,    3.   139;   a  goddes  halfe,  on 

God's  side,  in  God's  name,  D  50 ;  Halve, 

dat.  side,  part,  T.    iv.  945;  //.  sides, 

A  3481. 
Hali-ff oddes,  pi.  demi-gods,  L.  387. 
Half-yeer  acre,  of  the  age  of  half  a  year, 

Halfaay,  s.  holiday,  A  3309.  334a 
Halke,  s.  corner,  R.  464;  hiding-place, 

L.  1780;  nook.  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  311. 
Halle,  s.  hall,  A  353 ;  dining-room.  T.  ii. 

1 170;  parlour,  B4022. 
Halp,  pt.  s.  of  Helpe. 
Hale,  J.  neck.  HF.  394;  B73;  cut  the  hols, 

cut  in  the  throat,  L.  292  a. 
Halse,  I  pr.  s.  I  conjure,  B  1835.    The 

proper  meaning  of  A.  S.  healsian  is  to 

clasp  round  the  neck  (A.  S.  heals),  and 

thence  to  beseech,  supplicate. 
Halt,  pr.  s.  of  Holde  and  Halten. 
Halten,  ger.  to  limp*T.  iv.  1457;  Halt, 

pr.  j.goes  lame,  3.  622. 
Halve    ffoddes,  pi.  demigods,   T.   iv. 

Halvendel,  s.  the  half  part  (of),  T.  v. 

Halwen,  ger.  to  hallow,  I  919. 

Halwes,  pi.  saints,  B  1060;  apostles,  3. 
831 ;  shnnes  of  saints,  A  14. 

Haly-dayes,  pi.  holy-days,  festivals,  A 
3952, 1  667. 

Ham,  s.  home  (Northern),  A  4032. 

Hameled,  pf.  cut  off,  T.  ii.  964.  (It 
refers  to  the  mutilation  of  dogs  that 
were  found  to  be  pursuing  game 
secretly.  They  were  mutilated  by 
cutting  off  a  foot.)  A.  S.  hamelian,  to 
mutilate. 

Hamer,  s.  hammer,  A  2508. 
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Hampred,  /^.  hampered,  burdened.  R. 

1493- 
Hand,  s.  hand,  A   io8;    ift   his   kande, 

leading  by  his  hand.  L.  213. 
HandeSrede,  s»  band's  breadth,  A  38x1. 
Handwork,  s,  creatures,  things  created, 

D  1562. 
Hangreth,  /r.  s,  as/kt.  will  hang,  R.  193 ; 

Heeng,^/.  s,  bung,  A  3250 ;  Heng,  //.  j. 

hung,  K.    224,  240;    (which)    hung,  £ 

1883;  hung  down,  T.  ii.  689;  Hanged, 

pp.  hung  round,  A  2568 ;  hung,  T.  ii.  353. 
Hap,  s.  chance,  £  20^7 ;   luck,  success, 

B  3928,  G  1209;  good  fortune,  3.  1039; 

h,   other  grctce^  a    mere    chance  or  a 

special  favour,  3.  810;  pL  occurrences, 

3ia79' 

Hapi>e,  V,  happen,  befall,  A  585 ;  h,  how 
h.  may,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  796. 

Happen, /r.  s,  subj,  (it)  may  happen.  L. 
78. 

Happy,  adj,  lucky,  T.  ii.  621. 

Hard,  adj,  hard,  A  229;  of  hard,  with 
difficulty,  T.  ii.  1236;  def.  cruel,  6.  106; 
F  499 ;  with  h.  grace,  with  displeasure, 
severity  (see  Orace). 

Harde.  adv,  tightly,  A  W9. 

Hardeiy,  adv,  boldly,  R.  270;  unhesitat- 
ingly, 6.  118;  scarcely.  R.  4;  certainly, 
HF.3S9. 

Hardlment,  s.  boldness,  T.  iv.  533. 

Hardinesse,  s,  boldness,  A  1948,  B  3210; 
fool-hardiness,  B  2508 ;  insolence,  I  438. 

Hardinff,  1.  hardening,  tempering,  F  243. 

Hardndsse,  s,  cruelty,  4.  232 ;  hardship, 
1688. 

Hardy,  adj,  bold,  A  405;  sturdy,  F  19; 
rash.  R.  1038. 

Harle,  ger,  to  drag,  I  171 ;  Haried,  pp, 
pulled  forcibly,  A*2726. 

Harlot,  s,  a  person  of  low  birth,  servant- 
lad,  D  1754;  ribald,  A  647;  rogue, 
rascal,  A  4268;  Harlotes.  //.  thieves, 
pick-pockets,  R.  191.  (Used  of  both 
sexes.) 

Harlotrye,  s,  ribaldry,  A  3145 ;  wicked- 
ness. D  1328 ;  evil  conduct,  £  2262 ;  //. 
ribald  jests,  A  561. 

Harm,  s.  harm,  3.  492;  A  385;  broken 
harm,  occasional  injury,  petty  annoy- 
ance. E  1425. 

Hameised,  pp.  equipped  (lit  harnessed), 
A  114. 

Hameys,  s.  armour,  A  1006;  gear,  ar- 
rangement. I  974;  fittings,  A  2896; 
harness,  I  433 ;  provision,  D  136. 

Harpe-strlnires,  //.  harp-stnngs,  HF. 
777- 


Harpingr,  s.  playing  on  the  harp,  A  266. 

Harpour,  s.  harper,  T.  ii.  1^0. 

Harre,  s.  hinge,  A  55a    A.  S.  heorra, 

Harrow !  interj.  help !  A  3286.  O.  F.  haro. 

Hcurwed,//.  s.  harried,  despoil«j,  A  3513, 
D  2107.  (Alluding  to  the  harrying  or 
harrowing  of  hell  by  Christ)  A.  S. 
hergian. 

Hasard,  s.  dice-play,  C  465,  591. 

Haaardour,  s.  gamester,  C  ^96. 

Hasardrye,  s,  gaming,  playmg  at  hazard, 
C590. 

Hasel-wode,  s.  hazel-wood,  i.  e.  no  news 
(see  below),  T.  v.  505,  1174;  pi,  hazel- 
bushes,  T.  iii.  890.  (Hazel-woods  shake, 
i.  e.  that  is  no  news,  it  is  of  no  use  to 
tell  me  that) 

Ha8i>e,  s.  hasp,  A  3470. 

Hast,  hast  thou  (so)?  A  4268. 

Hast,  X.  haste,  T.  iii.  1438. 

Hasteth,  imt.pl.  make  haste.  I  72. 

Hastlf ,  adj.  hasty,  A  3545. 

Hastifnesse,  s.  hastiness,  B  2312. 

Hastow,  2/r.  s.  hast  thou,  A  3533. 

Hateful,  adj.  hateful,  D  366;  odious 
(Lat  odibile),  D  H95. 

Hateredes,  s.  pi.  hatreds,  B  4.  m  4.  2. 

Haubersreons,  i^/.hauberks.1 1052, 1054. 

Hauberk,  s.  coat  of  mail,  A  2431,  B  2053. 

Haunche-bon,  s.  thigh-bone,  A  3803; 
//.  haunch-bones,  A  3279. 

Haunt,  s.  abode,  B  abode,  B  2001 ; '  limit,' 
usual  resort,  A  252  c,  use,  practice, 
skill,  447. 

Haunteth,  pr.  s.  habitually  uses,  T.  v. 
1556;  is  used  to.  A  4392;  practises,  C 

r^7 ;  P'-  P^'  resort  to,  I  885 ;  practise. 
780,  847. 

Hauteyn,  adj.  proud,  stately,  5.  262; 
loud,  C  330 ;  Hautein,  haughty,  I  614. 

Haven,  vThave,  T.  iii.  1463 ;  Han,  v.  F  56 ; 
keep,  retain,  C  725 ;  take  away,  C  727 ; 
obtain.  G  234 ;  possess  (d  '  to  have  and 
to  hold'),  B  208;  Hast,  ^  pr,  s,  hast 
thou  so?  A  4268;  Hath,  pr.  s.  has, 
L.  2700;  Han,  i  pr.  pi.  have,  L.  98; 
^  pr.pl.  A  849;  Han,  pr.pl.  £  188,  381; 
possess,  A.  pr.  24 ;  Hadde,  i  pi.  s.  pos^ 
sessed,  2.  34;  Hadde.//.  j.  had,  L.  1859; 
had,  possessed,  E  438;  took.  £303; 
Hade  (used  for  the  rime).  //.  s.  A  554, 
617 ;  Hadden,  //.  //.  had,  kept,  E  201 ; 
Hadde,  ^A//.  L  1841;  I  hadde  lever ^  I 
would  rather,  B  3083;  Have,  imp.  s. 
take,  F  759 ;  Have  doon,  make  an  end, 

5-492- 
Havinge,  s.  possession  {habemdi)^  B  s* 
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Ha  we,  (i),  J.  haw,  yard,  enclosure,  C  855. 

Ha  we,  (2),  J.  haw  (fruit  of  dog-rose).  D 
659;  wUA  hawe  hake,  with  baked  haws, 
i.  e.  with  coarse  fare,  H  95. 

Hay,  J.  hedge,  R.  54. 

Hayl,  itUerj,  hail !  A  3579. 

Hayt,  interj,  come  up  I  D  1543. 

He,  proH,  he,  A  44,  &c. ;  used  for  it,  G  867, 
868;  iVko/ >le,  that  man.  HF.  2069;  He... 
he,  this  one  . . .  that  one,  5. 166 ;  He  and 
he,  one  man  and  another,  T.  ii.  1748; 
Him,  dai,  ojtd  ace.  himself  A  87 ;  Him 
or  here,  him  or  her,  HF.  1003;  him 
semed,  it  seemed  to  him,  he  appeared, 
B  3361 ;  Hem,  pi.  dot.  and  ace,  them, 
A  11;  hem  seemed^  it  seemed  to  them, 
they  supposed,  F  56. 

Hed,  //.  hidden,  L.  908. 

Hede,  j.  heed,  A  303;  /a/(  i.,  take  care, 
I.  47. 

Hede,  v.  provide  with  a  head,  T.  ii.  1043. 

H^d,  s,  head,  A  198,  993,  455;  source, 
16.  43;  beginning,  F  1282;  on  his  i., 
at  the  risk  of  his  head,  A  1725 ;  malgre 
hir  hede,  in  spite  of  all  they  can  do, 
4. 220 ;  maugree  hir  heed,  in  spite  of  all 
she  could  do.  D  887 ;  maugre  thyn  heed, 
in  spite  of  all  thou  canst  do.  B  104; 
Hedes,^/.  heads,  or  first  points  of  signs, 
A.  i.  17.  20 ;  Hevedes,  heads,  B  2032. 

Heef,  pt.  s.  of  Heve. 

Heeld,  //.  5,  of  Holde. 

Heelp,  pt.  s,  of  Helpe. 

Heengr,  pt,  s.  of  Hange. 

H^^p,  s.  heap,  i.  e.  crowd,  host,  A  575 ; 
great  number,  crowd,  T.  iv.  1281. 

Hd^r,  s.  hair,  R.  549;    H6res.  pi,  HF. 

H6er,  adv.  here,  B  1177:  Heer  and  ther, 
never  long  in  one  place.  G  1174;  her 
and  ther,  hither  and  thither,  B  5.  p 
5.  33. 

Heer-agrasms,  pnp,  against  this,  I  668. 

Heer-bifom,  adv.  here-before,  before 
this,  F  i«5. 

Heer-fortn,  adv.  in  this  direction,  D  looi. 

Heer-mele,  s.  the  thickness  of  a  hair, 
a  hair's  breadth,  A.  ii.  38. 17. 

Heeste,  s.  commandment,  I  845. 

Heet,  //.  s.  of  Hote. 

Hefirere,  s.  hedge,  T.  v.  1144;  pi.  B  4408. 

Heiffh,  adj.  high,  A  316.  532;  great,  A 
1798;  lotty,  B  ^192;  learned,  E  18; 
seveie,  B  795;  Heighe.  def.  C  633;  in 
h.'  and  lotue,  in  both  high  and  low 
things,  i.  e.  wholly,  A  817,  B  993. 

Heiffbe,  adv.  high  up,  T.  iv.  996;  heigh, 
B  4607 ;  an  heigh,  on  high,  F  849. 


Hei^ly,  adv.  strongly,  T.  ii.  1733. 

Helde,  v.  hold,  retain.  D  272.  See  Holde 
(the  usual  form). 

Helde,  //.  //.  poured  out.  HF.  i686. 
( Better  than  '  held.' )    See  Hielde. 

Hele,  s.  health,  L.  1159;  recovery,  well- 
being,  1.  80;  prosperity,  L.  296.  A.  S. 
htelu. 

H61e,  da/,  heel.  T.  iv.  728. 

Hele,  V.  conceal.  B  2279 ;  pp.  hidden,  B 
424^.    A.  S.  helam, 

Helelees,  adj.  out  of  health,  T.  r.  1593. 

Helen,  v.  heal,  11. 4;  //.  A  2706. 

Helle,  s.  hell,  4. 120;  L.  2, 6. 

Helpe,  s.  helper,  assistant,  L.  1616. 

Helpe ,  v.  help, A  a^8 ;  H.  of,  cure  o^  A  633 ; 
Heelp.  I  pt.  s,  helped,  A  4246 ;  Heelp, 
pt.  s.  B  920 ;  Halp.  pt.  s.  A  1651 ;  Helpeth. 
fM^.  //.  L.  68 ;  Holpe,//.  s.  subj,  helped, 
R.  1230;  Holpen,  pp.  helped,  sdded, 
F  666;  healed,  A  18. 

Helply,  adj.  helpful,  T.  v.  ia8. 

Hem,  them ;  see  He. 

Hemi-spere,  hemisphere,  T.  iii.  1439. 

Hem-self,  pron,  pi,  themselves,  B  145; 
Hem-selven,  F 1430. 

Hen,  s.  hen,  A  177 ;  (as  a  thing  of  small 
value).  D  1112. 

Hende,   adj.    courteous,    polite,   gentle, 

„A  3199, 3272,  346X 

Henne,  adv.  hence.  T.  1. 572. 

Hennes,  adv.  hence.  T.  v.  402:  now.  HF. 
1284. 

Hennes-forth,  adv.  henceforth,  R.  701. 

Hente,  v.  catch,  I  355;  seize.  A  3^7; 
acquire,  get,  A  299;  circumvent.  T;  iv, 
137 1 ;  dide  her  for  to  hente,  caused  her 
to  be  seized.  U  2715 ;  Hent,  pr.  s.  seizes, 
catches,  T.  iv.  5;  Hente,  pr.  s.  subj. 
may  seize,  G  7 ;  Hente,  pt,  s.  caught, 
took.  A  957;  caught  aivay,  B  1144; 
seized,  caught  hold  of,  T.  ii.  924 ;  grasped, 
C  25s;  took  forcibly,  £^34;  took  in 
hunting,  B  3449;  lifted,  G  305;  pt.  pi. 
seized,  A  904;  caught,  R.  773;  //. 
caught,  A  158 1. 

Henteres,  s.  pi.  filchers.  B  i.  p  3.  89. 

H6pe,  s.  hip,  the  fruit  of  the  dog-rose,  B 

1937- 
Hepen,  pr.  pi.  anient.  B  5.  p  s.  46 ;  >^. 

accumulated.  T.  iv.  336. 
Her,  Hir,  proM.  foss.  their,  B  136.    A.  S. 

heora,  hira,  of  them ;  gen.  pi.  of  hi,  be. 
Heraud,  s,  herald,  A  2533. 
Heraude,  ^^.  to  proclaim  as  a  herald 

does,  HF.  1576. 
Herber,  s.  garden,  T.  ii.  1705 ;  arbour,  L. 

203. 
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HerbergTftfire,  s,  a  lodging,  abode.  A  4329 ; 
B  4179. 

Herberffeoiirs,  s.  pi,  harbingers,  pro- 
viders of  lodgings,  B  997. 

Herberwe,  or  Herberw,  s.  harbour,  A 
403;  inn,  A  765;  lodging,  shelter.  A 
41 19 ;  dwelling,  position,  F  1035. 

Herberwe,  ger.  to  shelter,  R.  491 ;  Her- 
berweden, //.//.  lodged,  B  a.  p  6.  75, 

Herberwlnff,  s,  lo<%ing,  sheltering,  A 

433a. 
Her-blfom,  adj.  before  this  time,  L.  73; 

a  while  ago,  3.  1136. 
Her-by,  adv,  with  respect  to  this  matter, 

D  3ao4 ;  hence,  HF.  263. 
flerde,  s,  shepherd,  G  192;   keeper  of 

cattle,  A  603. 
Herde-ffromes,  pi.  herdsmen,  HF.  1225. 
Hordes,  pL  coarse  flax, '  hards,'  R.  1233. 
Herdesse,  s.  shepherdess,  T.  i.  653. 
n^re.proH.  her,  R.  1260;  &c. 
Here,  pass.  pron.  her,  T.  i.  285 ;  &c. 
Here,  adv.  here,  in  this  place,  on  this 

spot, T. V.  478.  (Dissyllabic)   SeeHeer. 
Here,  v.  hear,  A  169;  Heren,  v.  HF.  879; 

Herestow,  2/r.  s.  hearest  thou,  A  3366; 

Herth,  pr.  s.  hears.  L.   327  a ;  Herde, 

//.  5.  heard,  A  221 ;  Herdestow,  heardest 

thou,  A  4170;  Herd,/5^.  heard,  3.  129. 
Here-affasms,  against  this,  A  3039 ;  Here- 

ayeins,  in  reply  to  that,  T.  ii.  1380. 
Here  and  howne,  T.  iv.  210;  perhaps 

gentle    and   savage,    i.  e.    one  and    all 

(doubtful).    Cfc  here,  gentle,  in  Strat- 

mann ;  and  A.  S.  Huna,  a  Hun. 
Herie,  v.  praise,  T.  iii.  1672;    Heriest, 

2  pr,  s.  worshippest.  B  3419;  pr.  s.  B 

1 155;  P*'P^*  worshipped,  L.  786;  /5^.  B 

872.    A.  S.  herian. 
Herke,  in^.  s.  hearken,  E  1323 ;  Herketh, 

imp.  pi.  D  1656. 
Herknen,  v.  hearken,  listen,  I  81 ;  ger, 

to  listen  to,  3.  752;  Herkne,  v.  G  1006; 

fer.  B  3159;  pi.  s.  listened  to,  A  4173; 
lerkned,  Z^^.  listened,  R.  630;  h.  after ^ 

expected,  F  403. 
Heme,  s.  comer,  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  658. 
Hemeys,  s.  armour,  A  2496 ;  pi.  sets  of 

armour,  A  i6vx 
Heroner,  s.  falcon  for  herons,  T.  iv.  413. 
Heronere,  adj.  used  for  flying  at  herons. 

L.  1x2a    Said  of  a  falcon. 
Heronsewes,  s,  pi.  hemshaws,   young 

herons,    F    68.     Heronsew    is    derived, 

regularly,  from  A.  F.    herouncei,    later 

heroumfeau;  a  diminutive  from  heroun, 

like  iioncei  from  iion. 
Herse,  s.  hearse,  2.  15,  36. 


Hert,  s.  hart,  3. 35' :  5-  i95- 

Herte,  s.  heart.  A  150. 229 ;  dear  one,  T.  ii. 

1096;    courage,    3.   1222;    Hertes,  ^en, 

heart's,  i.  164 ;  Herte,  gen.  T.  ii.  445 ; 

Herte  rote,  root  (bottom)  of  the  heart, 

R.  1026 ;  myn  hertes,  of  my  heart,  4.  57. 
Herte,  //.  s.  hurt,  3,  883. 
Herte-blood,  heart's  blood.  A  2006,  C  902. 
Hertelees,  adj.  heartless,  without  heart. 

T.  V.  1594 ;  deficient  in  courage,  B  4098. 
Hert^ely ,  adv.  heartily,  A  762 ;  thoroughly, 

L,  33 ;  earnestly.  3.  1226 ;  truly.  3.  85. 
Herte-rote,  s.  root  of  the  heart,  depth  of 

the  heart,  L.  1993. 
Hert^-spoon,  s.  '  the  concave  part  of  the 

breast,  where    the    ribs   tmite  to  form 

the  cartiiago  ensi/brmis'  (Tyrwhitt),  A 

2606. 
Hert-huntingr,  s.  hunting  of  the  hart,  3. 

1313. 
Hertn,  pr.  s.  heareth,  L.  327  a. 
Hertly,  adj.  heartfelt,  honest,  L.  2124; 

hearty,  E  176, 502,  F  5. 
Heryinire,  s.  praising,  I  682;  praise,   B 

1649 ;  glory,  T.  iii.  48. 
Heste,  s.  command,  commandment,  be- 
hest, B  382;  promise,  F  1064;  Heeste, 

commandment.  I  845. 
H^te,  s.  heat,  R.  1508;  passion,  4.  127; 

heat,  imtput/or  surge,  B  i.  m  7. 4. 
Hete,  V.  promise,  vow,  6.  77 ;  pr.  s.  smij. 

promise,  A  2398;  i  pr.s.B  334;  Hctte, 

pt.  s.  4. 185.    See  Hote. 
Meterly,  adv.  fiercely,  L.  638. 
H6then,  adv.  hence  f Northern),  A  4033. 
Hethenesse,  s.  heatnen  lands,  A  49,  B 

1112. 
HGthingr,    s.   contempt,   A   411a     Icel. 

having. 
Hette,  //.  s.  heated,  inflamed,  5. 14^ 
Hette,  pi.  s.  promised,  4. 185.  See  Hote. 
Heve,  V.  heave,  lift,  A  550;  ger.  to  use 

exertion,  labour,  T.  ii.  1289:  fr.  s.  lifts 

up,  B  5.  m  5.  18 :  Haf, //.  s.  heaved,  A 

3470;  Heef.pt.  s.  lifted,  B  i.  p  i.  if, 
Heved,  s.  head,  HF.  w;  beginning,  A. 

ii.  16.  3;  Hevedes,//.  B  2032. 
Heven,  s.  heaven,  A  519:  the  celestial 

sphere,  B  3300;  supreme  delight,  F  558; 

beautiful  sight,  T.  ii.  637 ;  Hevene,  gem, 

heaven's.  D  1181,  G  542. 
Hevenlsh,  adj.  heavenly,  HF.  1395;  <rf 

the  spheres,  4.  3a 
Hevieth,  fr.  pi.  weigh  down,  B  5.  m  5. 16. 
Hevy ,  adj.  heavy,  R.  220 ;  sad,  4. 12. 
He  we,  (i),  s.  hue,  colour,  complexion, 

A  394, 1364 ;  outward  appearance,  mien, 

D  1622 ;  pretence,  C  421. 
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He  we,  (a),  J.  (household) -servant,  domes- 
tic, E  1785.    A.  S.  Aiwa, 

Hewed,  adj\  coloured,  R.  213. 

Hey,  s.  hay,  A  3262 ;  grass,  B  3407. 

Hey  1  inter/,  hey !  L.  1213. 

Heye,  adj.  def,  high,  A.  t.  16. 11. 

Heysrnte,  s,  height,  A.  ii.  22.  8. 

Heyne,  s.  wretch,  G  13 19. 

Heynous,  a<^'.- heinous,  odious,  T.  ii.  16x7. 

Heyre,  ad/,  hair,  made  of  hair,  C  736. 

Hey  re,  s.  hair-shirt,  G  133. 

HeyauflTsre,  s.  hedge-sparrow,  5. 612. 

Hesrt,  infer/,  come  up,  D  1561. 

Hlder,  adv.  hither,  4.  165. 

Hldous,  adj.  hideous,  A  3520;  terrible, 
horrible,  dreadful,  A  1978,  B  4583 ;  ugly, 
R.158. 

Hldously,  adv.  terribly,  A  1701. 

Hlelde,  pr.  s.  subj.  pour  out,  shed,  B  a. 
m  2.  2  X\jsx.fund<u). 

Hierdes,  female  guardian,  protectress, 
T.  iii.  610.    See  Herdesse. 

Hierht,  Hlflrhte ;  see  Hote. 

Hlffhteth,  pr.  s,  adorns,  gladdens,  B  z. 
m  2.  25. 

HUd.  /A  s.  bent,  inclined,  3.  393. 

Hlnde,  s.  hind,  3.  427. 

Hindre,  v.  hinder,  R.  1039. 

Hindreate,  super/,  hindmost.  A  622. 

Hlpes,  pi.  hips,  A  472. 

Hir,  (i),  pers.  pron.  dot.  and  ace,  to  her, 
her.  A  126.  B  162,  &c. 

Hlr,  (2) ,  pass.  pran.  her,  A  120,  B  164.  &c. 

Hir,  (3),  gen.  pi.  of  them;  Hir  aller.  of 
them  all,  A  586;  Hir  bothe.  of  both  of 
them,  B  221. 

Hir,  {^),poss.pron. their,  A  11,  B  140,  &c. ; 
Her,  B  3536,  &c 

Hir  thankes,  with  their  good  will,  will- 
ingly, A  21 14. 

Hire's,  hers,  5.  482,  588. 

Himia,  s.  hernia.  I  42^. 

His,  gen.  masc.  his,  A  47,  50,  &c. ;  neut. 
its,  1.  178;  T.  iii.  1088,  V.  1379;  in  phr. 
Mars  his  =  of  Mars,  I^  2593. 

His  thankes,  with  his  good  will,  will- 
ingly, A  2107. 

Historial,  adj.  historical,  C  1^6. 

Hit,  pron.  it,  2. 117 ;  Hit  am  I,  it  is  1, 3. 186, 
L.  314;  Hit  weren,  they  were,  HF.  1323. 

Hit,  pr.  s.  hides,  F  512.  //it  is  a  con- 
tracted form,  equivalent  to  hideth. 

Ho,  inter/,  hold !  stop !  B  3957. 

Ho,  s.  exclamation  commanding  silence. 
A  2533 ;  stop,  cessation,  T.  ii.  1083. 

Hochepot,  s.  hotch-potch,  mixture.  B 
2447- 

Hoke,  dat.  i/Hook. 


Hoker,  s.  scorn,  frowardness,  A  3965. 
A.  S.  hbcor. 

Hokerly,  adv.  scornfully,  I  584. 

Hold,  s.  possession,  B  4064 ;  grasp,  F  167 ; 
keeping,  D  599 ;  fort,  castle,  B  507. 

Holde,  V.  keep,  preserve,  D  1144;  hold, 
keep,  B  41 ;  continue,  go  ca  with.  T.  ii. 
965;  restrain,  7.  309,  310;  keep  to  (see 
Proces),  F  658 ;  Holden,  v,  hold,  keep, 
F  763;  keep,  F  1163;  think,  consider, 
L.  857;  do  than  kalde  kerto,  keep  to  it 
then,  3.  754;  Holde  up,  hold  up,  a.  24; 
Holde  his  pees,  hold  his  peace,  B  4625 ; 
Holde,  I  pr.  s.  consider,  deem,  G  739; 
Holdest.  2  pr.  s,  accountest,  L.  326; 
Halt.  pr.  s.  holds,  11.  16;  T.  v.  348; 
keeps,  T.  ii.  37;  holds  fast,  T.  iiu  1636; 
considers,  G  921 ;  esteems,  D  X185 ;  per- 
forms, 3.  621;  remains  firm,  la  38; 
Holt, /r.  X.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374;  Holden, 
2  pr.  pi.  keep,  L.  2500 ;  Holde,  2  pr,  pi. 
esteem,  deem,  T.  v.  1339;  Heeld.  1  ft.  s. 
considered.  E  818;  Heeld,  pt,  s,  held,  A 
17s ;  took  part,  A  3847 ;  esteemed,  C  625 ; 
ruled,  B  3518;  Holden.  pp,  esteemed, 
held,  A  I4r ;  considered,  £  205 ;  observed, 
F 1587 ;  esteemed,  L.  1709;  bound.  T.  ii. 
241;  made  to  be,  C  058;  Holde,  pp. 
esteemed,  A  1307 ;  betfortht  have  kolae, 
better  for  thee  to  have  held,  c  572; 
Hold  up,  imp.  pi.  hold  up.  A  783; 
Holdeth.  imp.  pi.  keep,  B  37 ;  consider. 
A  1868. 

Holdinere  in  hondes,  cajoleiy,  HF. 
692. 

Holly,  adv.  wholly,  T.  iii.  145. 

Holm,  s.  evergreen  oak,  A  2921. 

Holour,  s.  lecher,  adulterer,  D  254. 

Holpe,  -n ;  see  Helpe. 

Holsom,  adj.  wholesome,  T.  i.  947 ;  heal- 
ing, 5.  206. 

Holt,  s.  plantation.  A  6. 

Holt,  pr.  s.  holds,  T.  iii.  irr4. 

Holwe,  adj.  hollow,  G  1265. 

Holwe,  adu.  hollow,  A  289. 

Horn,  adv.  homewards,  F  635. 

Homicyde  {i),s.  man-slayer,  E  1994. 

Homicyde   (2),  manslaughter,  murder, 

Hond/j.  hand,  A  193,  399;  Beren  him  on 
h.,  make  him  believe,  T.  iv.  1404 ;  Bere 
on  h.,  accuse  (of),  D  226;  Bar  on  h.. 
made  (them)  believe,  D  380;  Bar  him 
on  h.,  assured  him,  T.  iii.  1154;  Holden 
in  h.,  retain,  cajole,  T.  ii.  477;  Holde 
in  h.,  T.  iii.  773 ;  delude  with  &lse  hopes, 

3.  1019- 
Honest,  adj.  creditable,  A  246 ;  honour- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


5* 


(SlomaxiBl  Sntiex. 


able,  worthy,  B  1751;  seemly,  decent, 
C  338 ;  luxurious,  E  2028. 

Honestee,  s,  honour,  L.  1673 ;  goodness, 
B  3157 ;  honourableness,  a.  40 ;  womanly 
virtue,  C  77. 

Honestetee,  s,  honour,  £  422 ;  modesty, 
I  429 ;  neatness,  I  431. 

Honestly,  adv.  honourably,  B  1434; 
richly,  £  2026. 

Honffe,  V.  hang.  A  2410;  be  hung,  C  790 ; 
do  me  A,,  cause  me  to  be  handed,  T.  i. 
833;  apr.pl.  subj,  hesitate,  T.  ii.  1242. 

Hony,  s.  honey,  A  2908;  beloved  one, 
A  3617. 

Hony-oomb,  a  term  of  endearment, 
sweet  one,  A  3698. 

Hony-8wete,  sweet  as  honey,  £  1396. 

Hoodless.  adj,  without  a  hood.  3. 1028. 

H66k,  s.  hook,  T.  v.  777 ;  sickle.  B  3.  m  i. 
3 ;  crosier,  D  1317. 

H06I,  adj\  whole,  T.  i.  961;  sound,  D 
1370;  unwounded,  F  iiii;  perfect.  G 
III,  117;  restored  to  health,  L.  2468; 
entire,  3.  554. 

H6bl,  adj,  as  adv.  wholly,  T.  i.  X053 ;  al 
hool,  entirely,  T.  iiu  1013.  • 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly.  R,  1163. 

Hoolnesse,  s.  integrity,  B  4.  p  6.  202. 

Hoolsome,  adj.  wholesome,  B  2285. 

HoolsomnesBe.  s.  health,  B  2303. 

H66m,  s.  as  adv.  home,  homewards,  L. 
1619. 

Hoomlinesse,  s.  domesticity,  £  429; 
fomiliarity.  B  2876. 

Hoomly,  adj.  belonging  to  one's  house- 
hold, E  1785. 

Hoomward,  adv.  homeward.  T.  iiu  621 ; 
Homward.  A  2956. 

H66r,  adj.  hoary,  white-haired,  grey- 
headed. A  3878. 

Hoors,  adj.;  see  Hors. 

HooBt,  s.  army,  A  874. 

H66t,  adj.  hot,  L.  914;  fervent,  I  117;  as 
s.  5.  380;  Hote,  def,  hot,  5.  266;  vora- 
cious, 5.  362 ;  (as  epithet  ofAries,  which 
induced  heat  of  blood),  F  51. 

Hope,  s.  expectation,  G  870. 

Hope,  ipr.  s.  fear,  A  4029. 

Hoper,  s.  hopper,  A  4036,  4039. 

Hoppe,  V.  dance,  A  4375. 

Hoppesteres,  //.  dancers ;  used  as  adj., 
dancing,  A  2017. 

Hord,  s.  hoard,  treasure,  C  775 ;  store  (of 
apples).  A  3362;  treasure-house,  I  821; 
avarice,  13.  3. 

Hore,  //.  <7/Hoor,  adj. 

Horn,  s.  horn,  T.  ii.  642;  (musical  instru- 
ment, used  metaphorically),  H  90;  //. 


drinking-horns,  A  2279;    horns  (of  the 

moon).  T.  v.  652. 
Horoscopo;  in  horoscope,  within  that  part 

of  the  sky  considered  as  the  ascendent, 

A.  ii.  4.  14. 
Horowe,  adj.  pi.  foul,  scandalous,  4.  aofi. 

Ct  A.  S.  hoHg,  filthy. 
Hors,  s.  hors,  A  168 ;  the '  horse,'  a  name 

for  the  little  wedge  that  passes  through 

a  hole  in  the  end  of  the  '  pyn,'  A.  i.  14. 

7  (Arabic  alfheraz,  the  horse)  ;  Hors, //I 

A  74»  598. 
Hors,  adj.  hoarse,  3.  347;  Hoors,  T.  iv. 

1 147.    A.S.  Aoj. 
Horaly,  adj.  like  all  that  a  horse  should 

be,  F  194. 
Hose,  s.  hose,  covering  for  the  feet  and 

legs,  A  3933,  G  726;  Hosen,  //.  A  456; 

Hoses,^/.  A3319. 
Hospitallers,  s.  pi.  knights  hospitallers, 

I  801. 
Hoste,  s.  host  (of  an  inn),  keeper  of  a 

lodging,  A  747.    Often  spelt  oste. 
Hostel,  s.  hostelry,  HF.  1022. 
Hostelrye,  s.  hostel,  inn.  A  23. 
HostUer,  s.  innkeeper.  A  241;  pi.  ser- 
vants at  an  inn,  1  440. 
Hote,  adj.;  see  Hoot. 
Hote,  adv.  hotly,  A  97, 1737. 
Hote,  v.  command,   promise;    also^  be 

called,  R.  38:  Hoten,  v.  be  called,  D 144 ; 

Hote,  I  pr.  s.  command,    HF.    1719; 


Hight,  //.  s.  as  pr.  s.  is  called,  L.  4x7 ; 

Highten,  ft.  pi.  as  pr.  pi,  are  called,  L. 

) ;  Hignt,  //.  s.  was  named.  L.  725 ; 


Highte,  pt.  s.  was  called,  was  named, 
R.  588,  745;  I  pi.  s.  was  called,  A  433^; 
I  //.  s.  promised,  17.  5;  Highte,  pi.  s, 
promised,  T.  v.  1636;  2  pi.pl.  promised, 
E  496;  Hatte,  pt.  s.  as  pr.s.  Is  called,  is 
named,  T.  iii.  797 ;  Hatte,  pi.  pi.  were 
called,  were  nameid.  HF.  1303;  Hette, 
I  pi.  s.  promised,  4.  i8q ;  Heet,  pi.  s.  was 
named,  HF.  1604;  (who)  was  called,  F 
1388;  Hete  {/or  Heet),  3.  200;  Hoten. 
pp.  called,  A  3941 ;  Hight,  >i^.  promised, 
T.  ii.  492 ;  named,  HF.  226.  A.  S.  Aalan. 
The  parts  of  the  verb  show  great  con- 
fusion. 

Hottes,  pi.  baskets  carried  on  the  back. 
HF.  1940.    O.  F.  AoUe. 

Hound,  i.  dog.  T.  iii.  764. 

Houndflsh,  s:  dogfish,  E  1825. 

Houped,  pl.pl.  whooped,  B  4590. 

Hous,  s.  house,  A  252,  343;  lo  kous,  to 
a  reception  by,  L.  1546 ;  Hous  and  hoom, 
house  and  home,  H  229 ;  Hous  by  hous, 
to  each  house  in  order,  D  1765 ;  a  house- 
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hold.  F  24 ;  a  '  mansion '  of  a  planet  (in 
astrology),  F  672;  a  '  house '  or  portion 
of  the  skv  (in  astrology).  B  304.  The 
whole  celestial  sphere  was  divided  into 
twelve  equal  portions,  called  kouus,  by 
six  great  circles  ]>assing  through  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  horizon ; 
two  of  these  circles  being  the  meridian 
and  the  horizon.  A  /umse,  when  used 
for  a  '  mansion,'  is  a  sign  of  the  zodiac ; 
thus  Aries  was  the  mansion  of  Mars. 

H6u8bonde,  s.  husband,  B  3241. 

Housbondrye,  s,  economy.  A  4077; 
household  goods,  D  288. 

Housled,  pp.  made  a  recipient  of  holy 
communion,  1. 1037. 

Hove,  V,  hover,' dwell,  T.  iii.  1427;  pr.pl. 
wait  in  readiness,  hover,  L.  1196;  pt,  s. 
waited  about,  T.  v.  33. 

How,  «f/^'.  ho !  A  3437,  3577. 

Howne,  savage  (?),  T.  iv.  210.  See  Here. 

Howve,  s,  hood,  T.  iii.  775:  Sette  his 
howve,  set  (awry)  his  hood,  make  game 
of  him.  A  391 1. 

Huxnanltee,  s.  kindness,  E  92. 

Huznbely,  adv.  humbly,  T.  v.  1354. 

Huznblely ,  a<A/. humbly,  T.  ii.  1719 ;  L.  156. 

Humblesse,  s.  meekness,  A  1781,  B  165. 

Huznbllnff,  s,  low  growl  (lit.  humming), 
HF.  1039. 

Humme,  ^er,  to  hum,  T.  ii.  1199. 

Hunte,  s.  huntsman,  A  aoi8.  9628. 

Hunter,  s.  huntsman,  A  1638. 

Hunteresse,  s,  fern,  female  hunter,  A 

2347- 
Hurlest,  2  pr,  s»  dost  hurl,  dost  whirl 

round,  B  297. 
Hurt,  pr.  s.  hurteth,  hurts,  T.  v.  350. 
Hurtletb,  fr.  s.  pushes,  A  2616;  /r.//. 

dash  together,  U  638. 
Husht,^.  hushed,  silent,  L.  2683;  Hust, 

as  imp.  s.  be  silent,  A  3722. 
Hy,  aJj.  high.  A  jo6 ;  Hye,  daf.  HF.  1133 ; 

great,  E  135 ;  Hye  weye,  dot.  (the)  high 

way,  main  road,  A  897. 
Hyde,  v.  hide,  A  1477,  £481 ;  lie  concealed, 

F  141;   Hydestow,  hidest  thou,  D  308; 

Hit,/r.  s.  hides,  F  512;  Hidde,  i  pi.  s, 

Wd,  F  595;  Hed,  pp.  hidden,    L.  208; 

Hid,  pp.  hidden,  R.  1598. 
Hye,  adv.  high,  aloft,  HF.  905;  L.  1200; 

loudly,  3.  305 ;  proudly,  T..ii.  401. 
Hye,  V.  hasten,  hie,  A  2274,  G  1151 ;  h.  me, 

make    haste,    G     1084;   ger.    to    bring 

hastily.  F  291;  to  hasten,  HF.  1658;  Hy 

thee,  imp.  s.  re/.  G.  1295. 
Hye,  s.  tiaste;   only  in  phr.  in  Aye,  in 

haste,  T.  ii.  88,  1712. 


Hyene,  s.  hyaena,  10.  35. 

Hyer,  adj.  higher,  upper,  HF.  11 17. 

Hyne,  s.  hind,  servant,  peasant.  A  603, 
C688.    A.  S.  kino, 

Hyre,  s.  hire,  A  507 ;  reward,  1. 103 ;  pay- 
ment, D  X008 ;  ransom,  T.  iv.  506. 

I. 

I-,  common  prefix  of  past  participles  ;  see 

Y-. 
Icched,  pp.  itched.  A  3682. 
Ich,  proH.  I,  T.  i.  678.  iii.  1818. 
I-comen,  pp.  come,  T.  iii.  1668. 
Idua,  j.^/.  ides,F47. 
Ignotum,  i.  an  unknown  thing,  G   1457. 

Lat  i^otum,  an  unknown  thing ;  comp. 

ignottus,  a  less  known  thing. 
I-irraunted,  pp.  granted.  T.  iv.  665. 
I-halowed,  pp.   view-hallooed    (of  the 

hart).  3.  379. 
Ik,  I,  A  3867,  3888. 

n,  adj.  evil,  A  4174.     (A  Northern  word.) 
Il-hayl,  bad  luck  (to  you),  A  4089.     (A 

Northern  form.) 
nke,  adj.   same,  very.  A  64,  175;  that 

like,  that  same,  B  3663 ;  ilke  same,  very 

same,  L.  779. 
Imairinatyf,  adj.:  No-thing  list  him  to 

been    imaginatyf  =  it    did    not  at   all 

please  him  to  imagine,  he  did  not  care 

to  think,  F  1094. 
IxnckfirininfiTi  -r*  plotting,  A  1995;   fancy, 

18.36. 
Imperie,  s.  government,  rank,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 
Impertinent,  adj.  irrelevant.  E  54. 
Impes,  pi.  grafts,  scions,  B  3146.    A.  S. 

imp. 
Impetren,  pr.  pi.  impetrate,  ask  for,  B  5. 

P3-M5- 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  B  3792,  E 

1144. 
Imposafblej  adj.  impossible,  T.  i.  783; 

as  s.,  thing  impossible,  D  688. 
Impreesen,  v.  imprint,  T.  iii.  1543 ;  im- 

grint  (themselves),  find  an  impression, 
'  1578;  pr.  pi.  make    an   impression 

(upon),  G  1071. 
Impressioun,  s.  remembrance,  F  371 ;  //. 

notions,  HF.  39. 
In,  s.  dwelling,  house,  A  3547,  3622 ;  inn, 

B  4216 ;  lodging,  B  1097. 
In,  fr^.  in,  A  3,  &c. ;  into,  B  119 ;  =  come 

within,  20.  6 ;  on,  I  10^ ;  against,  I  695. 
In  manus  tuas,  into  Thy  hands  (I  commend 

my  spirit),  A  4287. 
/ft  principio,  in  the  beginning,  A  254,  B 

4353*    Part  of  St.  John,  L  1. 
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Inde,  adj,  indigo,  dark  blue,  R.  67. 
Indetermlnat,  adj,  not  marked  upon  the 

Astrolabe,  A.  iU  17.  rubric. 
Indifferently,  adv,  impartially,  B  5.  p  3. 

Induraoioun,  s,  hardening,  G  855. 
Inequal,  adj.  unequal,  A  2271 ;  Inequales. 

//.  of  varying  length ;  houres  inequales, 

nours  formed  by  dividing  the  duration 

of  daylight  by  twelve,  A.  ii.  8.  i. 
Infect,  adj.  of  no  effect,  A  320 ;  dimmed, 

B  4.  m  5. 13. 
In-f  ere,  adv.  together,  B  328,  D  924.  Orig. 

in  fere,  in  company. 
Infortunat,   adj.    unfortunate,  unlucky, 

inauspicious,  B  302. 
InforttUie,  s.  misfortune,  ill  fortune,  T. 

iii.  1626,  iv.  185. 
InforttUied,  pp.  ill-starred,  T.  iv.  744. 
Infortunlng,  s,  unlucky  condition,  A.  ii. 

4-43- 

InffOt,  5.  a  mould  for  pouring  metal  into, 
G  1206,  1909. 

Inhelde,  imp.  s.  pour  in,  infuse,  T.  iii.  44. 

Injure,  s.  injury,  T.  iii.  1018. 

In-knette,  //.  s.  knit  up.  drew  in,  T.  iii. 
1088. 

Inly,  adv.  inwardly,  intimately,  ex- 
tremely, greatly,  T.  i.  140;  exquisitely, 

In-mld,  prep,  amid,  HF.  923. 
Inmortal,  adj.  immortal,  T.  i.  103. 
Inne,  dal.  of  In,  s, 
Inne,  adv.  m,  within,  T.  i.  387,  821. 
Inned, /»^.  housed,  lodged,  A  2192. 
InobecUence,  s.  disobedience.  I  391. 
Inobedient,  adj.  disobedient,  I  392. 
Inordinate,  adj.  unusual,  I  414. 
Inpacienoe,  s.  impatience,  B  2734. 
Inpaclent,  adj.  impatient,  B  2730. 
Inparflt,  adj.  imperfect.  B  3.  p  la  18. 
InpUtable,  adj.  intricate,   impracticable, 

B  I.  p  4.  90. 
Inposalble,  s.  impossible  thing,  F  1009. 
Inset,  pp.  implanted.  B  2.  p  3.  19. 
Inspired,  pp.  quickened.  A  6. 
Instable,  adj.  unstable,  E  2057. 
Instance,  s.  suggestion,  T.  ii.  1441 ;  urgent 

request,  E  161 1. 
Intendestow,  dost  thou  intend,  T.  v.  478. 
Intervalle,  s.  interval,  B  2724. 
In-tll,  prep,  unto,  as  far  as,  R.  624. 
Into,  prep,  unto,  B  2423. 
Intresse,  s.  interest.  10.  71. 
In-wlth,  prep,  within,  in,  B  1794,  2159. 

E  870.  139A.  1586, 1944. 
Ipocras,  a  kind  of  cordial  drink,  E  1807. 

framed  after  Hippocrates, 


Ipocrite,  s.  hypocrite,  R.  414. 

Ire,  5.  irritability,  R.  314;   quickness  of 

temper,  I  665 ;  anger,  A  1997. 
Iroi:^,  adj.  angry.  B  2315,  D  2014. 
Irresruler,  adj.  asinner  against  his  orders, 

I  782. 
Is,  1  pr.s.  am  (Northern),  A  4031,  4045, 

4202;  2/r.  s.  art  (Northern).  A  4089. 
Issest,  2/r.  s.  issuest.  B  3.  p  12.  168. 
Issue,  s.  outlet,  vent,  T.  v.  205. 
It  am  I,  it  is  I,  A  1736. 
I- wis,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  6.  48. 


Jade,  J.  a  jade,  i.  e.  miserable  hack,  B  4003. 
Jagounces,^/.  garnets  (e^r  rubies) ,  R.  1 1 17. 
Jalous,  ad;,  jealous.  A  1329. 
Jalousye,  s.  jealousy,  A  3294. 
Jambeux,  s.  pi.  leggings,  leg-armour,  B 

2065.    From  Y.jambe,  the  1^. 
Jane,  s,  a  small  coin  of  Genoa,  B  1935, 

E999. 
Jangrle,  v.  chatter,  prate,  T.  ii.  666. 
Janglere,  s.  story-teller,  jester,  babblei; 

A  560 ;  talkative  person,  H  343. 
Janfirleresse,    s.    (female)    chatterbox, 

prattler,  D  638. 
Jansrleiye,  s.  gossip,  T.  v.  755 ;  talkative- 
ness, B  2252. 
Jangles,  s.  pi.  idle  pratings,  HF.  i960; 

disputes,  arguments,  D  1407. 
Jansrlinsre,    s.  chattering,   idle   talking, 

I  649. 
Jape,  s.  jest,  trick,  A  3390.  3799, 4201 ;  jest, 

foolish  conduct,  D  1961 ;  Taughing-stock, 

HF.414. 
Jape,  V.  jest,  T.  i.  939;  ger.  to  jest,  L. 

169^;  H  4;  Japedest,  2//.  s.  didst  jest, 

T.  I.  508,  924;  pp.  tricked,  A  1729. 
Japere,  s.  jester.  T.  ii.  340 ;  mocker,  I  89. 
Japerie,  s.  buffoonery,    I    651;   jesting 

mood,  E  1656. 
Jape- worthy,  adj.  ridiculous,  B  5,  p  3. 

148. 
Jargon,  s.  talk,  E  1848. 
Jargonlng',  s.  jargoning,  chattering,  R. 

716. 
Jaunyce,  s.  jaundice,  R.  305. 
Jeet,  s.  jet.  B  4051. 

Jelous,  adj.  jealous,  suspicious,  4. 14a 
Jet,  5.  fashion,  mode,  A  682. 
Jeupardyes,  j.  //.  problems  (at  chess) , 

3.666. 
Jewerye,  j.  Jewry,  Jews'  quarter,  B  1679. 
Jo,  V.  take  effect,  come  about,  T.  iit  33. 

O.  Y.joer  (Y.jouer). 
jQgeloi;u',  s.  juggler,  D  1467 ;  //.  R.  764. 
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Joffelrye,  s.  jufglery,  F  1265. 

JoUf ,  oify',  joyfi37  merry,  R.  109,  A  3355 ; 

in  good  spirits,  B  4264 ;  jovial,  R.  435 ; 

frisky,  A  4154 ;  prettv,  R.  610. 
Jolily,  adv,  merrily,  A  4370. 
Jolitee,  J.  sport,  amusement,  merriment, 

A  1807;  joviality,  jollity,  mirth,  R.  616; 

enjoyment,    F   344;    comfort,   A   680; 

excellence,  H  197;  happiness.  HF.  682. 
Joly,   ad/\   full    of  merriment,    D    456; 

jolly,  joyous,  R.  630;  delightful.  L.  176; 

festive,  B  1185.    See  Jolif. 
Jolyer,  adj.  comp.  handsomer,  F  927. 
Jolyf;  see  Jolif. 
Jolynesoe,  s,  festivity,  F  389 ;  amusement, 

0926. 
Jolytee ;  see  JoUtee. 
Jompre,  imp.  s.  jumble,  T.  ii.  1037. 
JordLanes,  pi.  chamberpots,  C  305. 
J068S,  down  here,  A  4101.    O.  F.  Jos, 

down ;  fa,  here. 
Jouken,  v.  slumber,  T.  v.  409.     O.  F. 

Joquier,Jouquier,  fttre  en  repos,  jucher. 
Journee,  s.  day's  work,  R.  579;  day's 

march,  A  2738 ;  journey,  E  783. 
Jowes,  5.  pi.  jaws,  B  i.  p  4.  107  (where 

the    Latin    text    has  /aucibus\ ;     jaws, 

jowls,   HF.   1786  (riming  with   clotoes, 

claws). 
Joynture,  s,  union.  B  2.  p  5.  51, 
Jubbe,  s.  vessel  for  holding  ale  or  wine, 

A  ^628,  B  1260.     (It  held  4  gallons.) 
Judicial,    adj.    judicial,    A.    ii.   4.    59. 

Judicial  astrology  pretended  to  forecast 

the    destinies    of    men    and    nations; 

natural  astrology  foretold  natural  events, 

such  as  the  weather  and  seasons. 
JuiTO,  s,  judge,  A  814;  umpire.  A  1712, 

1864. 
JuflTO,  s.  judge;    but  an   error  for  Jug, 

a  yoke,  I  898.    Belial  is  explained  to 

mean  '  absque  iugo,'  in  the  Vulgate. 
Ju^e,  I  pr.  s.  judge,  decide,  5.  629;  pp. 

HF.3S7. 
Ju^ement,   s.  judgement,  decision,  A 

778 ;  opinion,  B  1038 ;  sentence.  5.  431. 
Juffffen,  V.  judge,  T.  ii.  21;   deem.  T. 

v.  1203;  imp.  pi.  judge  ye,  T.  iii.  1312. 
Juparte,  2  pr.  pi.  jeopard,  imperil,  en- 
danger, T.  iv.  1566.  . 
Jupartye,  s.  jeo^dy.  peril,  hasard.  T.  I 

ii.  465,  772.    O.  F.  Jeu  parti  (Lat.  tocus 

partitas),  a  divided  game. 
Just,  adj.  just,  exact,  correct,  D  209a 
Juste,  V.  joust,  tourney,  tilt.  A  96.  2604. 
Justee,  s.  pi.  as  sing,  a  jousting-match, 

A  2720. 
Juatincr,  J.  jousting,  L.  1x15. 


Just y 86,  s.  judge,  B  665.  C  289. 

Justyse,  s.  ju(^ement.  condemnation,  i. 
142;  administration  of  justice,  C  587. 

Juyse,  s.  justice,  judgement,  B  795 ;  sen- 
tence, A  1739.    O.  Y.Juise. 


Kalender,  s.  calendar,  almanack,  A.  i. 

II.  I ;  hence,  a  complete  record  of  exam- 
ples, L.  542 ;  ^/.  I.  73. 
Blalendes,  i.  e.  beginning,  introduction. 

T.  V.  1634.    (Because  the  Kalends  foil 

on  Xhejlrst  of  the  month.) 
Karf,  pt.  s.  o/Kerve. 
Kaynard,  s.  dotard.  D  235.    O.  F.  caig- 

nard,  cagnard,  sluggard. 
Kecche,  v.  catch,  clutch,  T.  iii.  1375. 
Kdchll.  s.  small  cake.  D   1747.    O.  E. 

coecil,  small  cake. 
Keep,  s.  care,  heed,  notice  (only  in  the 

phrase  take  keep) ;  tak  keep,  take  notice, 

D431. 
Keep,  imp.  s.  take  care  I  mind !  A  4101. 
Kek!  interj.  (represents  the  cackle  of  a 

goose),  5.  499. 
Kembe,  ger.  to  comb,  R.  599 ;  pr.  s.  E 

201 1 ;    Kembde,  pt.  s.  F  560;    Kempte, 

//.   s.  A  3374;    Kembd,  pp.   combed, 

trimmed,  A  2143. 
Kempe,  adj.  pi.  shaggy,  rough.  A  2134. 

Cf.    I  eel.    kampr,    beard,    moustaches. 

whiskers  of  a  cat ;  and  see  Camp,  s.  (4) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Ken,  s.  kin.  kindred,  men.  3.  438.    (A 

Kentish  form.) 
Kene,  ad/,  keen,  eager,  21.  6;  cruel,  la 

27;  bold,  B  3439;  sharp,  A  2876W 
Kene,  adv.  keenly,  6.  63 ;  11. 3. 
Kenne,  v.  discern,  HF.  498. 
Kepe,  V,  take  care  (of),  A  130;  keep, 

preserve,  L.  384 ;  1  pr.  s,  care,  L.  1032 ; 

intend,  T.  i.  676 ;  regard,  reck,  A  2238 ; 

/  kepe  Am,  I  care  to  have.  G  1368;  pr. 

s.  subj.  may  (He)  keep,  F  889;  pt.  s. 

E  223;   retained.  A  442;    took  care  of. 

A  415.  512.  B  269;    imp.  s.  take  care! 

A  4101 ;  imp,  pi.  keep  ye,  B  764. 
Kepe,  s.  heed  (only  in  the  phrase  take 

kepe  or  take  keep);  I  take  kepe,  3.  6. 
Keper.  5.  keeper,  i.  e.  prior,  A  172. 
Kerchief,  finely  woven  loose  covering,  5. 

272 ;  kerchief,  B  8^. 
Kers,  s.  cress;   thing  of  small  value,  A 
^3756. 
Kerve,  v.  carve,  cut,  T.  ii.  325,  F  158; 

Karf,  pt.  s,  carved,  A  190;  out,  B  3647, 
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Keye,  s.Giaig\  key  (in place  <?/ rudder) 


3791 ;  Corvcn,  ffi.  cut,  A  2696 ;  carved, 
HF.  1995 :  slashed,  A  3318. 

Kerver,  s.  carver,  A  1899. 

Kervlnsr,  s.  carving,  A  1935;  cutting, 
crossing  over,  A  i.  19. 4. 

Kervinsr-toles,  s.  pi,  tools  to  cut  with, 
T.  i.  632. 

Kesse.  v,  kiss,  E  1057 ;  Keste,  pt,  s,  F  350. 
(A  Kentish  form.)    See  Klssen. 

Kevere,  v.  to   recover,  T.  i.  917;  pp, 

covered,  HF.  275,  352. 
leye,  s.  G 1219;  key  (»i  _ 
B  3.  p  12.  80.    Chaucer  has  'translated 
clauo  (rudder),  as  if  it  were  claue  (key). 

Klcbenes,  pi,  kitchens.  D  869. 

Kid,  Kidde ;  see  Kytben. 

Kike,  V,  kick,  D  941. 

Klmelin,  s,  a  large  shallow  tub,  A  3548, 
3621. 

Km,  s.  kindred,  R.  268 ;  som  kin,  of  some 
kind,  B  1137 ;  alles  kinnes,  of  every  kind, 
HF.  1530. 

Kinde,  s,  nature,  R.  412,  1699;  race, 
lineage,  stock,  D  iioi;  seed,  I  965;  the 
natural  world,  HF.  384;  natural  bent, 
F  608,  619;  natural  disposition,  HF.  43 ; 
natural  ordinance,  3. 494 ;  kind,  species, 
5.  174 ;  of  k,,  \}y  nature,  naturally,  F 
768 ;  pi.  sorts,  HF.  204. 

Kinde,  adj,  kind,  A  647;  natural,  HF. 
834,  836. 

Kinde,  adv,  kindly,  7.  267. 

Kindely,  adJ,  natural,. HF.  842. 

Kindely,  adv,  by  nature,  D  402;  natu- 
rally, HF.  832. 

Kindenesse,  s,  kindness,  4.  298;  love, 
devotion,  L.  665. 

Kinflres  note,  the  name  of  a  tune,  A  3217. 

Kinrede,  s,  kindred.  B  2558;  relations, 
A  1286;  birth,  A  2790;  family,  L.  2094. 

Klrt^el,  s,  kirtle,  A  3321.  A  kirtle  usually 
means  a  short  skirt  with  a  body. 

Klssen,  v,  kiss,  L.  761 ;  Kiste,  pt,  pi,  R. 
788;  kist  they  been,  they  have  kissed 
each  other,  B  1074.    See  Kesse. 

Kltte,  pt,  s,  cut,  B  600, 1761. 

Knakkes,  s,  pi,  tricks,  I  652 ;  contempti- 
ble ways,  3.  10J3. 

Knarre,  s,  a  thickset  fellow,  sturdy  churl, 

A549- 
Knarry,  adj.  gnarled,  A  1977. 
Knave,  s,  boy,  servant-lad,  page,  R.  886; 

man-servant,  servant,  L.  1807;  peasant, 

D  1 190;  Knave  child,  male  child,  B  715. 
Knavish,  adj,  rude,  H  205. 
Knede,  v.  knead,  A  4094;   Kneden,  pp. 

kneaded,  R.  217. 
Knet,  Etoette;  see  ^nitte. 


Knettinge,  s,  chain,  B  5.  p  i.  39. 

Knightly,  adv,  bravely,  L.  2085. 

Knitte,  get,  to  knit,  I  47 ;  2  pr,  s,  reft,, 
joinest  (ihyselfj,  art  in  conjunction,  B 
307 ;  Knit,  pp,  L.  89 ;  conjoined,  5.  ^81 ; 
agreed,  F  1230;  wedded,  F  986;  joined 
in  love,  4.  50;  Knet,>^.  R.  1397. 

Knlttinfires,  pi,  connections,  B  5.  m  3. 18. 

Knobbes,  pi,  large  pimples,  A  ^3. 

Knoppe,  5,  bud,  R.  1703. 

Knotte,  s,  knot,  gist  of  a  tale.  F  401, 407. 

Knotteles,  adj,  without  a  knot,  T.  v.  769. 

Knotty,  adj.  covered  with  knots,  A  1977. 

Knowe,  dat.  knee,  T.  ii.  1202. 

Knowe,  v,  know,  A  382;  Knowestow. 
thou  knowest,  A  3156;  Knewe,  2//.  s. 
knewest,  10.  21;  Knew,  //.  s,  A  240; 
Knewe,  i  //.  i,  subj,  could  know,  F  466; 
Knewe,  pt,^  pi,  D  1341 ;  Knewe,  //.  s, 
subj,  were  to  know,  R.  282;  Knowen,/^. 
known,  L.  ^i ;  shown,  B  2702 ;  Knowe, 
pp,  known,  L.  1382. 

^nowlnsr,  s.  knowledge,  R,  1699;  con- 
sciousness, 6. 114. 

Knowinsre,  adj.  conscious,  B  3.  p  11. 168 ; 
Knowinge  with  me,  i.  e.  my  witnesses, 
B  I.  p  4.  sa 

Knowlecneth,  pr,  s,  acknowledges,  B 
2964. 

KnowlechinfiT,  j.  knowing,  knowledge, 
G  1432 ;  cognition,  B  5.  p  c.  3. 

Konnmsr,  s.  cunning,  skill,  F  251. 

Konnlnffe,  adj,  skilful,  T.  i.  302. 

Kukkowl  rVc/.  cuckoo  1  5.499. 

Kyken,  pr,  pi,  peep,  A  3841 ;  pp,  gaked, 
A  3445.    IceL  kiJfya,  Swed.  ktka, 

Kyn,  W.  kine,  cows,  B  4021. 

Kyndely,  a^fy',  natural,  3. 761. 

Kyndely,  adv,  naturally,  by  nature.  3. 
778. 

Kyte,  s.  kite  (bird),  A  1179. 

Kythe,  v,  shew,  shew  plainly,  display, 
F  748 ;  declare  to  be,  7.  228 ;  shew,  la 
63;  pr,  s,  shews,  L.  504;  Kidde,  pt,  s, 
shewed,  T.  i.  208 ;  Kidf,  pp.  made  known, 
L.  1028;  known,  9.  46;  Kythed.  pp, 
shewn,  G  1054 ;  Kythe,  pr,  s.  subj,  may 
shew,  B  636 ;  Kyth,  imp.  s,  shew,  T.  iv. 
538;  display.  T.  iv.  619;  HF.  528; 
Kytheth,  imp,  pi,  4.  298. 


L. 
Laas;  see  Las. 
Labbe,  s.  blab,  tell-tale,  A  3309. 
Liabbinsr,  pres,  part,  blabbing,  babbling, 

£2^28. 
Ijabel,  J.  the  narrow  revolving  rod  or 
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rule  on  the  front  of  the  astrolabe,  A.  i. 

32.  I. 

L&borous^  ad;,  laborious,  D  1428. 

Lacohe,  s.  snare,  springe,  R.  1624. 

Lace;  seeLae. 

Laced,  /^.  laced  up,  A  3267. 

Lacerte,  s,  a  fleshy  muscle,  A  2753. 

Lacbe,  adj,  lazy,  dull,  B  4.  p  3. 132. 

Lachesee,  s.  laziness.  I  720. 

Lacinffe,  s.  lacing ;  wi/A  iayneres  /.,  with 
the  £distening  up  of  straps,  A  2504. 

Lad,  Ladde ;  see  Lede. 

Lftde,  ger.  to  load,  cover,  T.  ii.  1544. 

Lftdy,j?««.  lady's,  A  88,  695. 

Laft,  Lafte ;  see  Leve. 

Lak,  s,  want,  defect,  lack,  3.  958 ;  blame, 
dispraise,  L.  998  a;  Lakke,  dot.  lack, 
want,  5.  87,  615 ;  loss,  F  430 ;  ace.  fiiiult, 
E3199. 

Lake,  s.  a  kind  of  fine  white  linen  cloth, 
B  2oa8.  The  word  probably  was  im- 
ported from  the  Low  Countries,  as 
taken  is  a  common  Dutch  word  for 
cloth  or  a  sheet 

Lakken,  v.  find  £ault  with,  disparage, 
blame,  R.  284 ;  pr.  s.  lacks.  B  1437 ;  pr. 
s.  imftrs.  lacks ;  me  lakketh,  I  lack,  2. 105. 

LakklnfiT,  s.  lack,  stint,  R.  1147. 

Lambisb,  adj.  gentle  as  lambs,  9.  |o. 

Lampe,  s,  lamina,  thin  plate,  G  764. 
F.  lame^  a  thin  plate,  Lat.  lamina, 

Lang'e,  adj,  long  (Northern),  A  4175. 

Lansr6ur,  5,  weakness,  i.  7 ;  slow  starva- 
tion, R.  214;  B  3597;  languishing,  R. 
304;  sickness,  F  iioi. 

LanflTulsshe,  v,  fail,  HF.  2018. 

Lapidaire,  a  treatise  on  precious  stones, 
HF.  1352. 

Lappe,  s.  fold,  lappet,  or  edge  of  a  gar- 
ment. F441,  G  12;  lap,  A  686;  a  wrap- 
per, E  ^85. 

Lappetn,  fr,  s,  enfolds,  embraces,  4.  76. 

Largre,  adj.  \aagc,  A  472, 753 ;  great,  I  705 ; 
wide,  broad,  R.  iw ;  liberal,  bounteous, 
R.  1168;  at?usl.,  free  (to  speak  or  to  be 
silent),  A  2288;  free  to  move,  HF.  745; 
at  our  /.,  free  (to  go  anywhere) ,  D  322. 

Larsre,  adv.  liberally,  i.  174. 

Largreiy,  adv,  fiilly,  A  1908;  in  a  wide 
sense,  I  804. 

Larsrenesse,  s.  liberality,  I  1051. 

LariTOSBe,  s,  liberality.  R.  1150;  bounty, 
B  2465 ;  liberal  bestower,  i.  13. 

Las,  5,  lace,  snare,  entan|;lement,  L.  600 ; 
net,  A  2389 ;  Laas,  lace,  1.  e.  thick  string, 
A 392;  band,  G  574;  lace  (i.  e.  laces),  R. 
843 ;  Lace,  snare,  entanglement,  18.  50. 

Lasee,  adj.  comp.  less,  R.   118;    lesser. 


A  1756;  smaller,  B  2262;  less  (time), 
A  3519;  lasse  and  more,  smaller  and 
greater,  i.  e.  all,  E  67 ;  M^  tasse,  the 
lesser,  R.  187. 

Lasse,  adv,  less,  3.  927 ;  the  tas,  the  less, 
3.675. 

Last,  s,  pi,  lasts,  i.  e.  burdens,  loads. 
B  1628.  A.  S.  JUast,  a  burden,  load, 
a  ship's  freight 

Laste,  adj,  last.  la  71 ;  atte  /.,  at  last,  3. 
364;  lastly,  A  707. 

Laste,  V.  endure.  4.  226;  Last,^/*.  s.  lasts, 
E  266:  Laste,  pt,  s,  lasted,  B  1826; 
delayed.  L.  791. 

Late,  adj,  late;  bet  than  never  is  late, 
G  1410 ;  til  now  late,  till  it  was  already 
late,  3. 45. 

Late,  -n,  let;  see  Lete. 

Lathe,  s,  bam  (Northern),  HF.  2140; 
A  4088.    Icel.  hlaita, 

Latis,  s,  lattice,  T.  ii.  615. 

Latitude,  s,  (i)  breadth,  A.  i.  21.  ^3; 
(2)  the  breadth  of  a  climate,  or  a  hne 
along  which  such  breadth  is  measured. 
A.  ii.  39.  42 ;  (3)  astronomical,  the  ang[u- 
lar  distance  of  any  body  from  the  ecliptic, 
measured  along  a  great  circle  at  right 
angles  to  the  ecliptic,  A.  pr.  no ;  (4)  ter- 
restrial, the  distance  of  a  place  N.  or  S. 
of  the  equator,  E  1797. 

Latoun,  s,  latten,  a  compound  metal, 
like  pinchbeck,  containing  chiefly  copper 
and  zinc,  A  699. 

Latrede,  adj.  tardy,  dawdling.  I  718. 
A.  S.  latrcede. 

Latter,  adv,  more  slowly,  I  971. 

Laude,  s.  praise,  honour.  HF.  1575;  pi. 
lauds,  a  service  held  at  2  or  3  A.M.,  A 

3655. 
Lauffhe,  v,  laugh.  A  474;  Laugheth  of. 

smiles  on  account  of,  A  1494;  Lough. 

strong  pt.  s.  laughed,  R.  248 ;  Laughede, 

Toeai  pt.  pi.  R,  863, 
Launce,  v.  rear,  HF.  946. 
Launcegray,  s.  a  kind  of  lance,  B  1942. 

201 1.    Originally  of  Moorish  origin. 
Launcheth,  pr.  s,  pushes,  lets  slide,  D 

2145- 
Launde,  s,  a  grassy  clearing  (called  dale 

in  5. 327) ,  5. 302 :  glade,  plain  surrounded 

by  trees,  A  1601. 
Laure,  s.  laurel-tree,  HF.  1107. 
Laureat,  adj,  crowned  with   laurel,    B 

3886,  E  31. 
Laurer,  s.  laurel-tree,  5.  182. 
Laurer-orouned,  laurel-crowned.  7.  43. 
Lauriol,  s.  spurge-laurel,  Daphne  Ltui' 

reola,  B  4153. 
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Ijbmb,  adj.  loose,  B  4.  p  6.  147. 

Laven,  ^er.  to  exhaust,  B  4.  p  6.   14; 

Laved,  ^.  drawn  up,  B  3.  m  la.  135. 

A.  S.  /ajan. 
Lavender,  s,  laundress,  L.  358. 
Laverokkes,  pi.  sky-larks.  R.  662. 
Lavours,^/.  basins,  D  387. 
Laxatif ,  adj.  as  s.  looseness,  A  3736 ;  s. 

laxative,  B  4133. 
Lay  (i),  s.  song,  lay,  B  1959;  Layes.  //. 

songs,  F  710,  713,  947. 
Lay  (3),  s.  law;  A^fue  belief,  £aith,  T.  i. 

340;  creed,  L.  336. 
LaynereSj  pi.  straps,  thongs,  A  3504. 

O.  F.  latiure  ;  mod.  E.  lanyard, 
Layser,  s.  leisure,  T.  ii.  337. 
Lazar,  s,  leper,  A  243. 
Leche,  s,  physician,  A  3904,  C  916. 
Leoheoraft,  s.  art  of  medicine,  T.  iv.  436 ; 

skill  of  a  physician,  A  3745. 
Leober,  s.  healer,  B  4.  p  6.  338. 
Leobour,  s.  lecher,  B  1935. 
Lede,  v.  lead,  T.  i.  359 ;  carry,  T.  iv.  1514 ; 

lead,   take,    L.    303i;    draw,  R.  1608; 

{fovem,  B  434;  lead  (his  life),  R.  1321; 
ead,  R.  1139;  Lede,^#r.  to  lead,  spend, 
F  744 ;  to  guide.  R.  400;  Let,/r.  s.  leads, 
T.  li.  883;  Ladde,  pi.  s.  led.  R.  581; 
brought,  7.  39;  carried.  L.  114;  con- 
ducted, B  3747;  continued,  R.  ai6; 
Ladden,  pt.  pi.  led,  R.  1310 ;  Ledden, 
pt.  //.  9.  3;  Ladde,//.//.  B  3920;  Lad, 
pp.  led,  L.  1 108.  1948;  brought,  A  3630; 
conducted,  A  4403 ;  carried,  L.  74. 

Leden,  adj.  leaden,  G  738. 

Ledene,  s.  {dot.)  language,  talk,  F  435. 
478. 

Leed,  s.  lead  (metal).  HF. 739, 1448. 1648 ; 
a  copper,  or  caldron,  A  303. 

Leef ,  adj.  lief,  A  1837 ;  dear,  R.  103 ;  pre- 
cious, U  1467 ;  lief,  pleasing.  T.  v.  17^38 ; 
pleasant,  R.  1688 ;  yoto  so  Uef^  so  desired 
by  you,  C  760;  that  leef  me  were,  which 
I  should  like,  HF.  1999:  I^ve.  def.  dear 
(one),  A  3393;  vocative,  HF.  816;  Lefe, 
adj.  fem.  voc.  HF.  1837 ;  Leve.  //.  dear, 
T.  iv.  83,  V.  592. 

Leef,  adj.  as  s.  what  is  pleasant ;  for  I.  ne 
looth,  tor  weal  nor  for  woe,  L.  1^9; 
what  is  dear  (to  him),  T.  iv.  1585;  be- 
loved one,  lover,  lady-love,  T.  iii.  3. 

Leef,  5.  leaf,  L.  73 ;  Leves,  //.  leaves,  R. 
56 ;  (of  a  book) .  D  79a 

Leefful;  seeLevefui. 

Leefsel,  s.  the  '  bush '  or  leafy  bundle  (as 
a  sign),  at  a  tavern-door.  I  411 ;  Levesel, 
arbour  of  leaves,  A  4060.  Cf.  Swed. 
Id f sal,  a  hut  made  of  green  boughs. 


Leek,  s.  leek,  R.  313 ;  a  thing  of  no  ndoe, 

,  G  795. 

Leen,  tmp.  s.  of  Lene. 

Leep  f  l^p) ,  //.  s.  of  LApe. 

Lees  (1^6),  s.  leash,  G  19:  snare,  7. 933. 

Lees,  adj.  untrue,  RL  8. 

Lees  (16^),  s.  deceit,  fraud;  a  skrewed 

lees,  a  wicked  fraud,  L.  154^ ;  vnthomUn 

lees,  without  deceit,  verily,  HF.  1464. 
Lees,  pt.  s,  of  Lese. 
Leeste,  adj.  sup.  least,  B  35x3:  atu  L 

xoeye,  at  the  very  least,  A  iiax. 
Leet, //.  J.  (7/ Lete. 
Lef,  imp.  s.  of  Leve  (leave). 
Lefe,  adj.  fem.  voc.  dear,  HF.  1827, 
Leftil;  seeLevefuL 
Leerere,  -n ;  see  Leye,  v. 
Leide,  i//.  s.  of  Leye. 
Leierb,//.  s.  of  Lye  (3). 
Lekes,  //.  leeks,  A  ^ 
Lexnes,  //.  flames,  B  413a    A.  S.  leoma, 
Leminan,  j.  masc.  (male)  lover,  sweet- 
heart, A  4240,  4247;  fem.  (female)  lover, 

lady-love,  A  3278, 3280 ;  concubines,  I  9g^ 
Lendes,  //.  loins,  A  3337,  3304,    A.  S. 

lenden,  pi.  lendenu. 
Lene,  adj.  lean,  thin,  R.  3x8.444;  weak, 

T.  ii.  132. 
Lene,  ger.  to  lend,  give,  A  611;  Lene, 

imp.  s.  lend,  B  1376 ;  Leen,  imp.  s,  give, 

A  3082.    A.  S.  lamati. 
Lene,  v.  lean,  incline,  B  2^8. 
LensT,  adv.  longer ;  ever  I.  the  wers,  the 

worse,  the  longer  it  lasts,  A  3872. 
Lender,  adj.  longer,  L.  450.  2025. 
Lenfirer,  adv.  longer,  B  374,  3122,  3709; 

ever  the  /.,  the  longer,  the  more,  7.  129; 

ever  I.  the  more,  E  087. 
Lenfirest,  adv.  si^.  longest,  5. 549. 
Lente,  s.  Lent-season,  D  543. 
Lenvoy,  s.  I'envoy,  i.  e.  the  epilogue  or 

postscript  addmsed  to  the  hearers  or 

readers,  E  xi77  (rttdric). 
Leonesse,  s.  honess,  L.  805. 
Leonyn,  adj.  Uonlike,  B  3836. 
Leos,  s,  people,  G  i<»,  106.    Gk.  Acwv. 
Leoun,  s.  hon,  L.  627,  829;   L6on,  the 

sign  Leo,  F  265. 
Lepdrt,  s.  leopard,  A  2186;  Libardes.//. 

R.894, 
Lepe,  V.  run,  A  4378 ;  leap,  L.  9008 ;  Lepe 

up,  V.  leap  up,  HF.  2150;   L66p,  pi,  s. 

leapt,  A  2687. 
Lere,  s.  flesh,  skin,  B  2047.    Properly  the 

muscles,  especialljr  the  muscles  of  the 

thigh,  whicn  special  sense  is  perfectly 

suitable  here.    A.  S.  lira,  flesh,  muscle. 
Lere,^^.  (i)  to  teach,  7.98 ;  v. teach,  T.  iv. 
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441 ;  (a)  to  learn,  T.  v.  i6i ;  Lcre,  ger,  to 

learn,  find  out,  D  909;  Ijere.fr.p/.  (i) 

teach,  5.  25;  (a)  learn,  F  104;  Lered,/)^. 

(3)  learnt,  T.  iii.  406. 
Lered,  adj,  instructed,  learned,  C  983; 

A.  S.  l^ed, 
Leme,  v,  learn.  A  308,  D  994;  Lemed  of, 

taught  by,  G  748.     (Chaucer  here  uses 

the  word  wrongly,  as  in  mod.  provincial 

English.) 
Lese,  s,  da/,  pasture,  T.  ii.  75a;  HF.  1768. 

A.  S.  /as. 
Lese,  V,  lose,  A  1215, 1990;  Lese  me,  v. 

lose  myself,  be  lost,  5.  147 ;   Lees,  //.  s, 

lost,  L.    9^5;    Lescth,  imp,  pi.  B    19; 

Loren,/^.  lost,  L.  10^;  Lorn, /^.  lost, 

T.  i.  373.  iii.  1076,    iv.  1613;    lorlorn, 

wasted.  R.  366. 
Lesiiisr,  s.  felsehood,  lie,  HF.  9089;  G 

479 ;    Lesinges,  pL  lies,  deceits,   K.  a ; 

lying  reports,  HF.  aia^. 
LeiBiniBre,  s.  loss,  I  1056;  Lesing,  A  1707 ; 

for  Us'mge^  for  fear  of  losing,  B  375a 
Lessoun,  j.  lesson,  lection,  A  709. 
liOStj  s.  pleasure,  3.  908 ;  delight,  A  i|3 ; 

desire,  E   619;    inclination,    HF.   287; 

Lestes,^/.  desires,  HF.  1738.  A  Kentish 

form ;  for  lust. 
Ciesty^r.  J.  impers.  (it)  pleases,  L.  1703; 

(it)  pleases   (me),  D  360;  Thee  lest,  it 

pleases  thee,  5.  114;  Lesteth,  (it)  pleases, 

L.  480  a ;  Lcste,^/.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleased, 

T.  V.  517 ;  pers.  was  pleased,  T.  iii.  45a ; 

Leste,^.  s.  subj.  (it)  may  please,  L.  1338 ; 

As  yow  leste,  as  it  may  please  you,  L. 

^;  (it)  would  please,  F  380;  Her  leste, 

it  should  please  her,  5.  551.    Kentish 

forms. 
Leste,  adj.  superl.  least,  T.  i.  a8i ;  at  the 

/.,  at  least,  3.  973 ;  atte  /.,  at  least,  B  38 ; 

Leste,  as  s.,  the  least  one,  3.  383 ;  at  the 

leeste  weye,  at  any  rate,  E  966. 
Let,  pr.  s,  of  Lede. 
Lete,  V.  let,  B  3534;  let,  leave,  A  133S; 

give  up,  let  go,  T.  v.  1688 ;  forsake,  T. 

iv.  1199;  let  alone,  leave,  D  ia^6;  quit, 

I.  73 ;  give  up,  lose,  G  406 ;  omit,  depart 

from,  5.  391 ;  Lete  of,  ger.  to  leave  off, 

18.  $3 ;  Letcn,  v,  let,  L.  3107 ;  give  up,  R. 

1690 ;  forsake,  T.  iv.  1556 ;  Leten,  ger.  to 

let  go,  T.  i.  363 ;  Late.  v.  let.  T.  iii.  693 ; 

Laten.  v.  let,  A  3336 ;  Lete,  i  pr.  s.  leave, 
45 ;  Let,  pr.  s.  lets  go,  repels,  5.  151 ; 
it,  pr.  s.  lets,  permits,  T.  iv.  300;  Lete, 

3  pr.  pi.  abandon,  B  3505 ;   L^t,  pf.  s. 

let,  A  138;  let  go,  A  i9o6;  allowed,  HF. 

343 ;  left  off.  A  331 1 ;  left,  A  508 ;  caused, 

permitted,     B    373;    caused,    B    3194; 


U 


caused  (to  be),  B  959;  leet  .  .  .fecche^ 
commanded  (men)  to  fetch,  D  9oa|;  leet 
don  cryen,  caused  to  be  proclaimed,  F 
45;  leet  make,  caused  to  be  made,  B 
3349 ;  leet  binde,  caused  to  be  bound,  B 
1810;  Let,  ft,  s,  caused,  L.  9634;  let 
calle,  caused  to  be  called,  L.  1684 ;  let,  5. 
379 ;  Lete,  pt,  fl,  let.  B  3898 ;  Lete,  pt.  s, 
subj.  were  to  let,  T.  iii.  1763 ;  Leet,  imp, 
s,  let,  C  731 ;  Lat,  ismp,  s,  let,  i.  70,  84 ; 
let  alone,  give  up,  T.  ii.  1500 ;  Lat  be,  let 
be,  do  away  with,  A  840;  let  me  alone, 
A 3385 ;  give  up,  HF. 999;  Lat  do, cause, 
C  173 ;  Lat  take,  take,  G  1954,  H  171; ; 
Lat  see,  let  us  see,  A  831 ;  Lat  goon,  let 
slip  (the  dogs),  L.  1913 ;  Laten  blood,/^. 
let  blood,  A  4346.    A.  &  fatan, 

Lette,  J.  hindrance,  T.  i.  361 ;  delay,  T. 
iii.  935. 

Lette,  V.  hinder,  T.  ii.  739;  prevent,  L. 
739 ;  oppose,  stay,  B  3306 ;  cause  delay, 
B  1117;  wait,  B  1440;  tarry,  B  4994; 
stop,  desist,  B  4979 ;  cease,  R.  379 ;  Letten, 
ger,  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  (of),  to 
decline  (from),  A  1317;  Let,/r.  s,  pre- 
vents, B  3.  p  la  169;  IJBtte./r.  s,  subj,; 
lett^him  no  man.godforbede,  God  forbid 
that  any  should  hmder  him,  T.  iii. 
545;  Letted,  //.  s,  hindered,  A  1891; 
was  hindered,  B  9591;  Letteth,  in^,pl, 
hesitate,  T.  ii.  11^ 

Lette-firaxne,  s. '  let-game,'  one  who  hin- 
ders sport,  T.  iii.  537, 

Lettres,  pi.  letters  {also  as  sing,  a  letter), 
B736;  5- "9. 

Lettrure,  s,  learning,  B  3486 ;  book-k>re, 
B3686. 

Letuarie,  s.  electuary,  remedy.  C  ^*, 
pi,  electuaries,  A  496.    Lat  electuartum, 

Leve,  dear;  see  Leef. 

Leve,  s,  leave,  B  1637,  D  908 ;  permission, 
L  9981;  bisyde  h$r  leve,  without  her 
leave,  T.  iii.  633. 

Leve  (i) ,  V.  leave,  E  350 ;  let  alone,  G  714 ; 


le<  gOi  i  iiii;  go  away,  5.  153;  leave 
alone,  T.  i.  688 ;  ifw         '  '" 

686 ;  to  forsake,  G  387 ;  Leve,  i  pr. 


688 ;  ger,  to  leave  off,  T.  i. 


leave,  3.  50;  Leveth,  pr,  s,  remains,  3. 
701 :  Lafte.  I  pt,  s,  left.  C  769 ;  Lefte.  left 
off.  F  670;  Laften.  pt,pL  L.  168;  Left. 
pp.  omitted.  I  931 ;  Laft.  pp,  left,  L. 
1360;  Leef.  imp.  s,  leave.  T.  iv.  853; 
leave  (it)  alone.  T.  v.  1^18 ;  Lcf,  imp.  s, 
forego,  D  9089;  Leve,  tmp,  s,  leave,  A 
1614;  Leveth,  imp,  pi,  leave,  C  659. 
A.  S.  lafan. 
Leve  (3),  V.  believe,  5.  496;  L.  10;  ger,  to 
be    believed,  HF.  708;    Levestow,  be- 
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lievest  thou,  G  aia;  Leveth,  imp,  pi, 
believe,  6.  88.    A.  S.  le/an,  tyfan, 

TLjeve  {3),^er.  to  allow,  L.  2280;  £od  Uve, 
God  grant,  L.  9083,  2086.  A.  S.  lifan, 
fyfan, 

Ijevefuly  adj,  allowable,  A  3913;  per- 
missible, D  37 ;  Leefful,  allowable,  I  41, 
917 ;  Leiful,  permissible,  T.  iii.  loao. 

Levene,  s,  flash  of  lightning,  D  376. 

Lever,  adj.  comp,  lie^r,  rather ;  mt  were 
lever ^  I  had  rather,  T.  i.  1034,  iii.  574 ;  me 
Mis  lever,  L:  191 ;  tAee  were  /.,  thou  hadst 
rather,  B  2339 ;  kim  was  /.,  A  993 ;  Mm 
were  I,,  L.  2413;  have  1 1,,  I  would  rather. 
T.  ii.  471;  F  1360;  hadde  I  /..  D  168; 
hath  /.,F  693;  hadde  /.,  L.  1536;  had hir 
I,,  she  would  rather,  E  444;  him  had 
be  /.,  he  would  rather,  A  3541. 

Leveeel;  seeLeefsel. 

LeveBt,  svp,  dearest,  most  desirable,  HF. 
87. 

Lewed,  adt,  ignorant,  A  503,  574;  im- 
learned,  C  283;  unskilled,  rude,  HF. 
1096;  wicked,  foolish.  F  1494;  wanton, 
E  2is».    A.  S.  latoed. 

Lewedly,  adv.  simply,  HF.  866;  igno- 
rantly,  B  47 ;  ill,  G  430.  • 

Lewednesse,  s.  ignorance,  ignorant  be- 
haviour, D  1938. 

Ley,  lied ;  //.  s.  of  Lye. 

Leye,  v.  lay,  4.  305 ;  lay,  cause  to  lie,  T. 
iii-  6^9;  lay  a  wager,  HF.  674;  pledge, 
T.  ill.  1605;  Leyn,  ger.  to  lay  up,  to 
hoard,  R.  184 ;  Leggen,  ger.  to  lay,  A 
3269;  Legge,  V,  A  3937;  Leyth,/f.  s.  A 
4399;  Leith,/r.  s.  D  8138;  Leye,  ipr.pl, 
lay  out,  expend,  G  783;  Leyn,  pr,  pi, 
lay,  H  222  ;  Vjcydi^^pi.  s.  3.  394 ;  Leyde, 
2  //.  fl,  L  2501 ;  Leyden  torth,  //.  fl. 
brougnt  forward,  B  213;  Leyd,^.  laid, 
A  3262;  placed,  R.  1184;  overlaid,  R. 
1076;  /  was  leyd,  I  had  laid  myself 
down,  L  208;  Leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  81; 
fixed,  3.  1 146;  set,  3.  1036;  Ley  on,  lay 
on,  A  3558. 

Ijeyser,  s.  leisure,  R.  462;  A  1188;  de- 
liberation, B  3766;  opportunity,  A  3393. 

Lesrt,  s.  flame  (of  a  candle),  I  954.  A.  S. 
leget,  lyget,  M.  E.  leit,  lightning. 

Libardes,  fl.  leopards,  R.  894. 

Libel,  s,  written  declaration,  D  1505. 

Lioentiat,  adj.  one  licensed  by  the  po]>e 
to  hear  confessions,  independently  of 
the  local  ordinaries,  A  330. 

Liobe,  adj.  Hke,  R.  1073;  similar,  7.  76; 
it  liche,  like  it,  F  6a. 

Liohe,  adv.  alike,  HF.  10. 

Liobe- wake,  J.  watch  overacorpse,  A  9958. 


Lioorycd,  s.  liquorice,  R.  1368. 
Lic6ui\  s,  moisture,  A  3;  liquor,  T.  iv. 

530 ;  Lfcour,  juice,  C  452. 
Lief,  adj.  dear,  A  3501 ;  Lief  to,  glad  to, 

given  to,  A  3510;    cherished,  E  479; 

^ode  lee/my  xvyf,  my  dear  good  wife, 

B  3084 ;  hadde  as  lief  would  as  soon,  D 

1574 :  ^  ^>  ^^^^  one,  B  4069. 
LifE,  adj.  left  (said  of  the  left  hand  or 

side),  K.  163. 
Li^e,  adj.  liege,  C  337 ;  Lige  man,  vassal, 

L  2(79 ;  Liges,  s.  pi.  vas^s,  L  382 ;  //. 

subjects,  B  24a    F.  lige,  from  O.  H.  G. 

ledu  (G.  ledig) ,  free.    A  liege  lord  was  a 

free  lord ;  in  course  of  time  his  subjects 

were  called  lieges,  from  confusion  with 

Lat.  ligare,  to  bind. 
Liffeaiince,  s.  allegiance,  B  895. 
Li^Sren,  v.  lie,  B  2101 ;  'lAgg^ikg^,pres.pi, 

lying,  T.  iv.  29;  Ligging,  A  loii. 
Lisrbt,  adj.  lightsome,  joyous,  R.  77;  3. 

1 175;  active,  nimble,  R.  832;  easv,  q. 

526 ;  wearing  but  few  clothes  (a/r^, fickle}, 

21.  20;  Lighte, //.  light  (of  weight),  5. 

188 ;  easy,  A.  pr.  36. 
Lig'bte,  adv.  brilliantly,  R.  1109. 
Litfbte,  ger.  (i)  to  make  Ik^ht,  rejoice,  T. 

V.  654;  to  render  cheerml,  T.  i.  203; 

alleviate,  T.  iii.  1082;   (2)  ger.  to  feel 

light,  to  be  glad,  F  3^,  914;    Lighte, 

//.  s.  lighted;    either  tn  the  sense   (i) 

lightened,  made  light,  made  happy,  ^r 

(2)  illuminated,  B  1661. 
Lisrbte,  V.  alight,  descend,  HF.  508 ;  //.  s. 

alighted.  B  786. 
Liffbten,  v.  shine,  1  1037 ;  Lighted,  pp. 

brightened,  i.  74 ;  Light,  >>^.  illuminated, 

L.  2506;  Lighte,  imp.  s.  illumine.  G  71. 
Liffbtly,  adv.  lightly,  F  390;  readily,  4. 

205;  quickly,  I  534;  easily,  T.  ii.  289; 

carelessly,  I  1023 ;  jojrfuUy,  A  1870. 
Li^btned,  pp.  enlightened,  illuminated, 

F  1050. 
Liffbtnesse  (i),  s.  brightness,  5.  263. 
Ligrbtnesse  (a),  s.  agility,  A  3383. 
Li^btsom,  adj.  gay,  K.  936. 
Li^ne,  s.  line,  T.  v.  148 1. 
Lifirne-aloes,  wood  of  the  aloe,  T.  iv. 

1 137.     (Properly  a  compound,  i.  e.  ligne- 

aloes ;  where  aloes  is  a  plural  form.) 
Likerous,  adj.  lecherous,  H  189 ;  wanton, 

A  3244.  a345.  E  214;  gluttonous,  C  540; 

greedy  suter  indulgence,  D  466:  eager, 

F  1119;  very  vile  (Lat.  mequissimi),  B  3. 

P  4-  31' 
Likerousnesse,  i.  lecherousness,  D  611; 
licentiousness,  I  430;  ^eediness,  I  3775 
eagerness,  1 741 ;  appeUte,  C  84. 
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LUtinff-bome,  /.  horn  to  be  played  for 
a  lilt.  HF.  1390. 

Tilmalllej  see  Lymallle. 

Ume,  s,  limb,  3. 409;  Limes.  ^/.  R.  830. 

Limitaoloun,  s,  limit,  D  877. 

Lilmltour,  s,  limitor.  a  fhar  licensed  to 
beg  for  alms  within  a  certain  limit,  A 
ao9.  D  87A. 

Linage,  J.  lineage,  race,  A  11 10;  family, 
D  1 135;  noble  family,  R.  358;  high 
birth,  B  3441;  kinsfolk,  B  2193;  kin- 
dred, B  999 ;  consanguinity,  L.  3603. 

Und,  J.  lime-tree,  A  3933. 

Lipsed,  //.  s,  lisped.  A  364. 

liisse,  s.  comfort.  T.  t.  550;  joy,  T.  iii. 
343;  assuaging.  HF.  330;  solace,  3.  X040 ; 
alleviation,  F  1338.    A.  S.  iiss, 

lilssen,  V.  alleviate,  T.  i.  703 ;  soothe,  6. 
6;  Ussed, //.  relieved,  F  1170.  A.  S. 
iissioH, 

lilst  (i),  s.  pleasure,  T.  iii.  1303:  will, 
D633. 

List  (3),  s,  ear,  D  634.    A.  S.  kfyst, 

lilst,  Pr,  s,  impers.  it  pleases  {usually  with 
dai,),  A  I03I,  B  531 ;  me  list  right  evel,  I 
was  in  no  mind  to,  3.  330;  you  list, 
it  pleases  you,  11.  77*.  List,  pr,  s, 
pers,  is  pleased,  pleases.  T.  i.  518,  797 ; 
wishes,  A  3176;  Listeth,  pr,  s.  impers, 
(it)  pleases.  T.  ii.  700;  pers,  pleases,  is 
pleased,  HF.  511;  likes,  F  689;  Listen, 
apr.pl,  are  pleased.  T.  iii.  x8io;  Listen, 
pr,  pL  list,  choose,  B  3334;  Listen 
trete,  choose  to  Mrrite,  L.  575  *.  Liste, 
//.  s,  impers,  (it  pleased),  L.  333;  her 
liste,  it  pleased  her,  she  cared,  7.  190; 
him  liste,  he  wanted,  4.  93;  hem  liste, 
(it)  pleased  them,  F  851.    A.  S.  fystan. 

lilstes,  //.  in  sing,  sense,  lists,  a  place 
enclosed  for  tournaments,  A  63. 

lilBtes,  s,pL  wiles;  m  his  /.,  by  means  of 
his  wiles,  I.  85. 

liisteth,  imp.fl,  listen  ^e,  B  1903. 

Litarffe,  s.  Iithaige,  ointment  prepared 
from  protoxide  of\eaA,  A  639 ;  protoxide 
of  lead,  G  775. 

Litaririe,  s,  lethargy,  B  i.  p  3.  33. 

Lite,  adj,  little,  I  395 ;  as  s.,  a  little,  T.  L 
391 ;  adv,  little,  T.  iv.  13^. 

liitestere,  s,  dyer.g.  17.   icel.  lita, to  dye. 

tilth,  s,  limb  (vis.  of  herself ) ,  B  4065.  A.  S. 
lUf. 

liitberly ,  adv,  ill,  A  3399.  A.  S.  l^er,  evil. 

Llvere  (i),  /.  liver.  D  1839. 

Liivere  (3) ,  s.  liver  (one  who  lives) ,  B 1034. 

liiveree,  s,  livery,  A  363. 

Uvlnfire,  s,  Ufe-time,  7.  188;  manner  of 
life,  C  107 ;  state  of  life,  G  33a. 


liixt,  liest;  see  Lye  (3). 

Lode,  s.  load,  A  3918. 

Lodemenaffe,  s,  pilotstfe,  A  403.  Lode- 
manage  is  the  hire  ofa  pilot,  for  con- 
ducting a  ship  from  one  place  to  another. 

Lodesmen,  s,  pi,  pilots,  L.  1488. 

Lode-sterre,  s,  polar  star,  lodestar,  A 

3059. 

Lofte,  dat,  upper  room,  L.  9709 ;  om  lofle, 
in  the  air,  HF.  1737 ;  aloft,  B  377. 

Lofirge,  s,  resting-place.  B  4043. 

LofiTGrinfiT,  5'  lodging,  B  4185. 

Loke,  t/.  {weak)  lock  up,  D  317. 

Loken,  ger,  to  look,  A  1783 ;  v,  behold, 
R.  813;  Loked.  >/.  s,  looked,  A  389; 
Lokeden.  pt,  pi.  ll  1973 ;  imp,s,  see,  HF. 
893;  take  heed,  D  1587;  Loke  he,  let 
him  take  heed,  1  134 ;  Loketh,  imp,  pL 
behold.  G  1^39;  search  ye,  C  578. 

Loken,  pp.  of  strong  verb  (Louken) ,  locked 
up,  B  4065. 

Lokiiiir»  s.  look,  gaze,  3.  870:  counte- 
nance, B  3333 ;  glance,  L.  340 ;  glance  (of 
the  eye),  A  3171 ;  aspect,  4. 51 ;  examin- 
ing, 5.  1 10; 'appearance,  R.  390;  looks, 
F385. 

Lokkes,  pi.  locks  of  hair,  A  81, 677. 

Loller,  s.  a  loller,  a  loltard,  B  1 173.  toiler 
(one  who  is  sluggish)  was  confused  with 
the  name  LolU^cL 

Lomb,  s.  lamb,  L.  1798. 

Lond,  s.  land.  A  194,  400,  579:  country, 
B  3548;  upon  lond,  in  the  country,  A 
703. 

Lone,  s.  dai.  loan,  B  1485 ;  gift,  grace,  D 
1861. 

Ijongfprep.;  the  phnae  wher-on  .  .  long 
=  long  on  toher,  along  of  what,  G  930; 
Long  on.  along  o^  because  of,  G  933. 

LonfiT,  adj.  {before  a  vowel),  tall,  R.  8x7; 
pi.  tall,  high,  R.  1384;  lone.  A  03. 

Lonfire,  adv.  long,  A  386;  tor  a  long  time, 
L.3361. 

LonflTO  (i).  V,  desire,  long  for,  L.  3360; 
yearn,  T.  ii.  546;  Longen  (3),  v.  belong, 
A  3378 :  pr.  s.  belongs.  R.  754;  (it)  con- 
cerns, T.  ii.  313 ;  pr,  pL  belong,  F  113 1 ; 
pt.  s.  befitted,  R.  X333;  Longing  for, 
suitable  for,  F  39. 

Lonsres,  pi.  lunes,  A  375a. 

Longitude,  s.  the  distance  between  two 
given  meridians,  A.  ii.  39. 19 :  the  length 
or  extent  of  a  'climate,'  in  a  direction 
parallel  to  the  equator,  or  rather  a  line 
along  which  to  measure  this  length; 
A.  ii.  39.  38.  The  longitude  of  a  star  is 
measured  along  the  zodiac ;  that  of  a 
town,  from  a  fixed  meridian. 
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Loos,  s.  praise,  renown,  B   3834,  3036. 

O.  F.  hs. 
Loos,  ad;,  loose,  A  4064, 4138 ;  Lous,  free, 

HF.  1286. 
liOOth  (166th).  adj.  loath,  odious,  A  486; 

hateful,  A  3393;  me  were  /.,  it  would 

displease  me,  B  91 ;  as  i.,  what  is  hate- 
ful, misery,  L.  1639. 
Loothly,  adj.  hideous,  D  iioo. 
Loppe,  s,  a  spider,  A.  i.  3.  6. 
Loppewebbe,  s.  cobweb,  A.  L  ai.  3. 
Lordetb,  pr,  s.,  rules  over,  4. 166. 
LordingrS)  s.pL  sirs,  C  329,  573. 
*Ijore,  s.  teaching,  L.  2450;  advice,  T.  i. 

1090;  lesson,  T.i.  645,  754;  instruction, 

B  34a;  learning,  B  761;  study,  G  842; 

profit,  5.  i§ ;  doctrine,  A  527.    A.  S.  /or. 
Lore ,  pp.  of  Lese. 
Lorei,    s.   worthless    man,    abandoned 

wretch,  D  273. 
Loren,/^.  <7/Lese. 
Lorer,  s.  laurel.  R.  1379. 
Lorn, /^.<7/ Lese. 

.  Loe  (i),  J.  loss,  A  2543;  occasion  of  per- 
dition, D  720. 
Los  (2),  s.  praise,  renown,  fame,  L.  1514 ; 

report,  L.  1424;  ///  her  loses,  in  praise 

of  them,  HF.  1688.    O.  F.  los. 
Losengere,  s.  flatterer,  R.  1050;  pi,  R. 

1056.    O.  F.  losengeur, 
Losenfferie,  s.  flattery,  I  613. 
Losenflres,//.  lozenges,  HF.  1317;  small 

diamond-shaped  shields,  R.  893. 
Lost,  /.  loss,  B  2.  p  4.  185. 
Lotb,  adj.  loath,  3^  8 ;  displeasing,  R.  233. 
Lother,  adj.  comp.  more  hateful,  L.  191. 
Lothest,  adj.  superl.  most  loath,  F  1313. 
Lotingre,  pres.  part,  lurking,  G  186.    A.  S. 

lutian,  to  lurk. 
Loude,  adv.  loudly,  A  171. 
Lousrb,  //.  s.  of  Laughe. 
Louke.  s.  accomplice,  A  4415. 
Loured,//,  frowned,  HK.  409. 
Lous,  adj.  loose,  free,  HF.  1286. 
Lousy,  adj.  full  of  lice,  miserable,  D  1467. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  do  obeisance,  T.  iii.  683 ; 

eer.  to  bow  down,  B  3352 ;  i  pt.  s.  stooped, 

bent,R.  1554. 
Love,  s.  love,  A  475 ;  fern,  lady-love,  4. 31 ; 

voc.  O  my  love,  A  672 ;  masc.  lover,  L. 

862. 
Lovedayes,  pi.  days  for  settling  disputes 

by  arbitration,  A  258;  HF.  695. 
Love-drury,  s.  affection,  B  2085.    The 

latter  part  of  the  word  is  O.  F.  drurU, 

druerie,  love,  passion. 
Loveknotte  s.  looped  ornament,  A  197. 
Loves,  s.pL  loaves,  B  503. 


Lovyere,  s,  lover,  A  8a 

Lowenesse,  s,  lowliness.  I  io8a 

Lowly,  adj.  humble,  A  99. 

Luce,  s,  luce,  pike,  A  350. 

Lucre,  s.  lucre,  gain,  G  1403;  lucre  of 
vilanye  —  vile  gain,  B  1681. 

Lufsom,  adj,  lovely.  Tor.  911 ;  lovable,  T. 
V.  465. 

Lulletb,/r.  1,  lulls,  soothes,  B  839. 

Luna,  s.  the  moon,  G  826;  a  name  for 
silver,  G  144a 

Lun^Urie,  s.  lunary,  moon-wort,  G  8oa 

Lure,  s,  a  hawk's  lure,  D  1340;  //.  entice- 
ments, L.  1371. 

Lussbeburgbes,  //.  spurious  coin,  B 
^152.  Named  from  the  town  of  LMxem- 
bourg. 

Lust,  s,  desire,  R.  1653;  amusement,  R. 
1287;  pleasure,  R.  616;  delight,  i.  106; 
will,  desire,  wish,  B  188;  interest  in  a 
story,  F402;  pi.  delights,  3.  581.  A.  S. 
lust. 

Lustetb,/r.  s.  impers,  (it)  pleases,  L.  996 ; 
Lust,//*,  s.pers.  pleases,  E  1344;  impers, 
(it)  pleases,  £  322 ;  Luste,  //.  s.  pers, 
desired,  G  1344;  Luste,//.  s,  impers,  it 
pleased,  G  1235. 

Lustier,  more  joyous.  G  1345. 

Lustibede,  s.  cheerfulness,  3. 27 ;  delight, 
H  274;  enjoyment,  F  288;  vigour,  L. 
1530. 

Lustily,  adv.  gailv,  merrily,  R.  1319. 

Lustlnesse,  s,  pleasure,  jollity,  A  1939; 
vigour,  R.  1282. 

Lusty,  adj.  pleasant,  gay,  A  80;  jocund, 
F  272;  lusty,  H  41;  joyous,  K.  581; 
happy,  R.  1303 ;  joyful,  A  1513 ;  vigorous, 
L,  1038. 

Luxures,  s.pl.  lusts,  B  3.  p  7. 12. 

Luzurie,  s.  lechery,  B  925,  C  484. 

Lyard,  adj.  grey,  D  15^ 

Lycorvs,  s.  liquorice,  A  3690. 

Lye  (i),  V.  lie,  remain,  la  52;  Lye.^^r.  to 
lodge,  D  1780 ;  Lye  .  .  by,  v.  he  beside, 
B  3470 ;  Lye  upright,  lie  on  one's  back, 
lie  dead.  R.  1604;  Lystow,  thou  liest,  H 
276;  Lyth,  pr.  s.  lies,  is,  remains.  R. 
782;  lies,  3.  146,  181;  (he)  lies,  B  634; 
(that)  lies,  D  1829;  remains,  resides,  B 
3654;  lies  (dead),  3.  143;  Ljrth  therto, 
belongs  here,  is  needed,  3.  527;  Lay, 
I  pt.  s.  lodged,  A  20 ;  was,  A  538 ;  Lave, 
pt.  s.  subj.  would  lie,  T.  iv.  1560;  Ly, 
imp.  s.  T.  ii.  953. 

Lye  (2),  V.  tell  lies,  lie,  A  763;  Lixt,  2 
pr.  s.  liest,  D  1618,  1761;  L^,  strong 
pt,  s,  lied,  T.  ii.  1077 ;  Lyed,  weak  pt,  s 
lied,  A  659.    A.  S.  leogam. 
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Ly®  (3)>  ^*  blaze,  D  1142.  A.  S.  ^^e,  s, 
flame. 

Lyer,  s,  liar,  B  2256. 

Lyes,  s,pi.  lees,  dregs,  HF.  2130. 

Lyes,  //.  (i)  lees;  or  (2)  hes,  D  302. 
Perhaps  a  double  meaning  is  intended. 

Lyf ,  s,  life,  A  71,  2776 ;  Lyves,  ^en.  life's, 
^60;  of  my  life,  3.  920;  Our  present 
worldes  lyves  space,  the  space  of  our 
present  life  in  the  world,  5.  m;  Lyves 
day,  lifetime,  L.  1624 ;  Lyye,  da/,  L.  59 ; 
On  lyve,  alive,  L.  1792;  in  his  time,  D 
43;  Upon  lyve,  alive,  T.  ii.  ic^;  Of 
lyve,  out  of  life,  T.  v.  1561;  Bnnge  of 
lyve,  cause  to  die,  T.  ii.  1608 ;  My  lyve, 
in  my  life.  T.  ii.  205 ;  By  thy  lyf,  during 
thy  life,  B  1621;  Thy  ly^  during  thy 
lifetime,  17.  19 ;  His  Ivve,  in  his  life,  L. 
1099;  Hir  lyve,  in  their  life,  D  392; 
Lyves,  pL  B  3284. 

liSrnode,  s,  means  of  living,  I  685.  Mod. 
E.  livelihood. 

Lyfly,  adv,  in  a  lifelike  way,  A  2087. 

Lyke,  v.  please,  T.  i.  431 ;  ^er.  HF.  860; 
to  be  Iflced,  R.  1357;  Lyketh,  pr,  s. 
pleases,  E  1031 ;  infers,  (it)  pleases,  E 
311,  845;  us  I,  ¥ow,  it  pleases  us  with 
respect  to  you,  E  106 ;  Lyke.  pr,  s,  subj, 
may  please,  D  1278 ;  thee  I.  not,  it  may 
not  please  you,  L,  490;  Lyked,  pt,  s. 
impers,  pleased,  R.  1312. 

LyklniT,  s,  pleasure,  C  455;  delight,  B 
3499. 

LyklDsr,  ad/,  pleasing,  R.  868;  pleasant, 
R.  1416;  thriving.  R.  1564. 

Lylclined,  s.  </a/.  likelihood,  E  448. 

Ijyklinesse,  s.  probability,  22. 15. 

Lykly,  adj.  likely,  like,  16.  32. 

Lykne,  i/r.  s.  compare,  3. 636. 

Lyknesse,  s.  parable,  A  2842. 

Lsrm,  s.  lime,  F  1149;  quicklime,  L.649. 

Lymadlle,  s.  filings  of  any  metal,  G  1162 ; 
Lymail,  G  1164;  Limaille,  G  853. 

Lyme,^^.  to  cover  with  birdlime,  T.  i.353. 

Lisrmere,  s.  hound  held  in  leash,  3.  365. 

Ijyxnrod,  s,  lime-twig,  B  3574. 

Lyne,  s.  line,  T.  i.  1068;  fishing-line,  4. 
2^2;  line  of  descent,  D  1135;  as  lytu 
right,  straight  as  a  line,  T.  iii.  228. 

Lyned,  pp.  lined,  A  440. 

Lyne-rigrbt,  adj.  in  an  exact  line,  exactly 
in  a  line  with,  A.  i.  21.  31. 

Lyoun,  s.  lion,  T.  iii.  1780;  v.  830; 
Lyouns,  pi.  R.  894.    See  Leoun. 

Lyst,  2  pr.  s.  liest,  reclinest,  T.  ii.  991 ; 
Lystow,  liest  thou,  H  276. 

liytargye,  s.  lethar^,  T.  i.  730. 

Lyte,   adj.  small,  httle,  R.  532;    slight. 


I  689 ;  Lvte,  s.  a  little,  L.  29,  535 ;  Lyte, 

//.  little.  A  494. 
Lyte,  adv.  little,  3.  884;  a  little,  E  935; 

in  a  small  degree,  G  632,  699;  /.  and  I., 

by  little  and  little,  D  223^. 
L3rtbe,  adj.  easy,  soft,  HI*.  118. 
Lythe,  ger.  to  alleviate,  cheer,  T.  iv.  754. 
Lyve:  see  Lyf. 

Lyveiy,  adv.  in  a  lively  way,  3.  905. 
Lyves;  see  Lyf . 
LjrveB,  adv.  in  life ;  hence,  as  adj.  living, 

alive,  T.  iv.  252;   no  lyves  creature,  no 

living  creature,  T.  iii.  13. 


M',  sometimes  put  for  Me  (before  a  vowel)  ; 
as  in  masterte/»r  me  asterte. 

Ma  fey,  my  faith !  T.  iii.  52. 

Maad;  pp.  0/ Make. 

Maat,  adj.  dejected,  B  2.  p  4. 42. 

Mad,J^.  made,  L.  286.*  See  Make. 

Madde,  v.  go  mad,  4.  253;  ger.  to  be 
furious.  T.  i.  479. 

Mader,  s.  madder.  9. 17. 

Masrlk,  s.  magic.  A  416. 

Macristrat,  s.  magistracy,  B  3.  p  4.  26. 

Maheym,  s.  maiming,  I  625.  Mod.  E. 
maim, 

Maille,  s.  mail,  ringed  armour,  E  1202. 

Maister,  s.  master,  B  1627;  doctor,  D 
2184;  doctor  (of  divinity),  D  1638;  (as 
a  term  of  address) .  17.  i ;  one  in  authority, 
A  261. 

Malsterful,  adj.  masterful,  T.  ii.  756. 

Maieter-strete,  s.  main  street.  L.  1965. 

Maieter-temple,  s.  chief  temple,  L.  1016. 

Maieter-toun,  s.  chief  town,  L  1591. 

Maister-tour,  s.  chief  tower,  F  226. 

Maistow,  mayest  thou,  HF.  699. 

Maistresse,  s.  mistress,  L.  88;  govern- 
ess, C  106. 

Maietrye,  s.  mastery,  great  skill.  A  3383 ; 
mastery.  F  747.  764 ;  control,  B  3689.  C 
58;  superiority:  /or  the  maistrye,  as 
regards  authority,  A  165;  victory,  B 
3582;  specimen  of  skill,  HF.  1074;  art, 
elegance,  R.  842;  a  masterly  operation 
(cf.  F.  coup  de  maltre),  G  1060. 

Majestee^  s.;  his  real  majestee  =  his  royal 
majesty,  1.  e.  high  treason.  B  1.  p  4.  102. 

Make,  s.  mate.  D  270.  H  186;  equal, 
match,  A  2556 ;  wedded  companion,  wife, 
B  700 ;  bride.  E  1882 ;  husband,  D  85. 

Make,  v.  make,  A  184 ;  compose,  write, 
L.  69 ;  ger.  to  compose,  to  write  (about), 
R.  41;  pretend  to,  counterfeit,  T.  ii. 
1522;  cause  (it),  T.  ii.  959;  Makestow, 
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a  pr.  s.  B  371 ;  Maketh,  pr,  s.  causes,  A 
Maken,  pr.  pi.  make,  utter,  A  9 ; 


Vfaked^/.  j.  made.  A  526;  Makeden, 
pt.  pi.  T.  iv.  lai ;  Made,^/.  s.  subj.  may 
have  made,  4.  227;  Macle  .  .  .  broght, 
caused  to  be  brought,  HF.  155 ;  Maked, 
pp.  made,  A  1247;  composed,  5.  677; 
Maad,  pp.  made,  A  394 ;  Mad,  pp.  3. 415. 

Makelees,  adj.  peerless,  T.  i.  172. 

Maklnsr,  s.  poetry,  composition,  L.  74. 

413.  483- 

Malapert,  adj.  forward,  T.  iii.  87. 

Male  (i),  J.  bag,  wallet,  A  694,  3115. 

Male  (2),  J.  male,  D  122. 

Maleflce,  s.  evil  contrivance,  I  341. 

Mal^ncolyk,  adj.  melancholy,  A  1375. 

Malgrre,  prep,  in  spite  of,  4.  220. 

Malison,  s.  curse,  I  443 ;  cursine,  I  619. 

Malllable,  adj.  malleable,  such  as  can 
be  worked  by  the  hammer,  G  1130. 

Malt,  pt.  s.  melted.  HF.  022. 

Maltalent,  s.  ill-will,  ill-humour,  resent- 
ment, R.  273,  330. 

Man,  s.  A  167, 209, 223 ;  (used  indefinitely) 
one,  B  43,  D  2002 ;  hero,  B  3331 ;  servant, 
I  772;  Mannes,  ^en.  of  mankind,  T.  ii. 
417;  Men,//,  men,  people,  18.  26;  A 
178 ;  siti^.  {unemphaiic  form  ^man) ,  one 
{with  sing,  verb) ,  A  149, 232,  C  675,  G  39a. 

Mfiknace,  ger.  to  threaten,  E  1752. 

Manasingre,  s.  threatening,  A  2035. 

Mandement,  j.*  summons,  D  1346. 

Manor,  s.  manor,  place  to  dwell  m,  3. 1004. 

Manere,  s.  manner,  A  858,  D  1229 ;  de- 
portment, A  140;  disposition,  L.  251; 
manner,  way,  q.  1130 ;  ease  of  behaviour, 
3.  1218;  goodly  courtesy  of  manner,  4. 
294 ;  0/ manere,  in  his  behaviour,  F  546 ; 
Maner,  way,  3.  433 :  manner,  kind,  sort 
(used  without  of  /ollowing) ,  as  in  maner 
doctrine,  B  1689 ;  pi.  kinds,  R.  1406. 

Manhede,  s.  manliness,  A  1285. 

Mannish,  adj.  manlike,  T.  i.  284 ;  human, 
B  24^ ;  unwomanly,  B  782. 

Manmsh,  adv.  like  a  man,  boisterously, 
E  1536. 

Mansioun,  s.  dwelling,  A  1974 ;  (a  term 
in  astrology),  F  50;  mansion  (of  the 
moon),  F  1285;  //.  daily  positions  or 
•  stations '  of  the  moon,  F  1130.  A  man- 
sion of  a  planet  is  the  sign  (or  signs)  of 
the  zodiac  in  which  the  planet  was 
thought  to  be  peculiarly  at  home.  A 
mansion  of  the  moon  refers  to  its  posi- 
tion day  by  day  in  the  sky. 

Mansuete,  adj.  courteous,  T.  v.  194. 

Mansuetude,  s.  meekness,  I  654. 

Mantelet,  s.  short  mantle,  A  2163. 


Manye,  s.  mania,  A  1374. 
Mappemounde,  map  of  the  world,  12.  2. 
Mapul,  s.  maple-tree,  A  992a. 
Marble-stoon,  s,  piece  of  marble,  R. 

1462. 
Marchal,  s,  marshal.  E  193a 
Marchandyse,  s.  barter,  1  777. 
Marchant,  s.  merchant,  A  270k 
Marclal,  adj.  warlike,  T.  iv.  1669. 
Marclen,  adj.  devoted  to  Mars.  D  6ia 
Mareys,  s,  marsh,  D  970 ;   Mareys,  ^l. 

marshes,  B  a.  p  7.  43. 
Marie,  in/erj,  marry,  i.  e.  by  St.  Mary,  G 

106a. 
Mark  (i),  j.  mark,  fixed  spot,  L.  784;  sex. 

race,  D  696 ;  sign,  I  98. 
Mark  (a),  s,  a  piece  of  money,  of  the 

value  of  ly.  4d.  in  England,  G  ioa6;  //. 

Mark,  C  39a 
Market-beter,  s,  swaggerer  in  a  market, 

Max*kis,  s.  a  marquis,  E  64 ;  gem.  sit^, 
marauis's,  E  994. 

Markisesse,  s.  a  marchioness,  E  883. 

Martyre,  s.  martyrdom,  T.  iv.  818. 

Mart/reth,  pr.  s.  torments,  A  156a. 

Mary,  s.  marrow,  pith,  C  54a. 

Mary-bones,  s.fl.  marrow-bones,  A  380. 

Mase,  s.  maze,  labyrinth,  L.  aoi4:  be- 
wilderment, T.  v.  468 ;  bewildering  posi- 
tion, B  4383. 

Mased,  adf,  bewildered,  B  536;  stunned 
with  grie^  7.  3aa. 

Masecuiesse,  s.  amaze,  E  1061. 

Maselyn,  s.  a  bowl  made  of  maplewood, 
B  ao4a. 

Massedayes,  pi.  massdays,  B  4041. 

Masse-peny ,  s.  penny  for  a  mass,  u  1749. 

Mast,  s.  mast,  1.  e.  the  firuit  of  forest- 
trees,  acorns  and  beech-nuts,  9.  7,  37, 

Masty.  adj.  fattened,  sluggish,  HF.  1777. 
Lit. '  Kittened  on  mast' 

Mat,  adj.  dejected,  A  955 ;  exhausted,  T. 
iv.  34a;  dead,  L.  ia6;  defeated  utterly, 

B935. 

Mate,  interf,  checkmate!  3.  660;  ad/, 
exhausted,  7.  176. 

Materes,  pi.  materials  (of  a  solid  char- 
acter), G779. 

Matrimolne,  s.  matrimony,  A  3095,  E 

1573- 
Maugrre,  Mauffree,  in  spite  of;  as  in 
maugre  al  thy  might,  A  1607 ;  mangree 
hir  eyen  two,  A  1796;  maugree  thyneyem, 
D  315 ;  m.  her,  L.  177a ;  m.  Philistiens,  B 
3238 ;  m.  my  heed,  in  spite  of  all  I  can 
do,  3.  laoi ;  m.  thyn  heed,  B  104;  m.  hts 
heed,  A  1 169 ;  m.  her  (hir)  heed,  L.  a3a6^ 
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D  887;  m,your  heed,  in  spite  of  all  you 

can  do,  B  4609. 
Maumet,  s,  idol,  I  86a 
Maumetrye,  s.  Mahometanism,  idolatry, 

B   236.     Maunut    is   a   corruption    of 

Mahomet  or  Muhammed ;  our  ancestors 

wrongly  held   the    Mahometans  to  be 

idolaters. 
Maunoiple,    s,    manciple,   A   544.    An 

officer  who  purchases  victuals    tor  an 

inn  or  collie. 
Mavis,  s,  song-thrush,  R.  619. 
Mawe,  J.  maw,  stomach,  B  486. 
May,  s,  maiden,  B  851. 
Mayde  child,  girl,  B  1285. 
Maydenbeed,  s,  maidenhood,  virginity, 

D888. 
Mayle,  s.  mail-armour,  T.  v.  1559. 
Mayntene,  v,  maintain,  R.  1144 ;  uphold, 

A  1778. 
Mayster-bunte,  s.  chief  huntsman,  3. 

Maystres,  i,pl.  masters,  B  3.  m  2.  la. 

Maystrie,  s.  masterly  act ;  No  maystrie, 
an  easy  matter,  L.  400. 

Maze,  ipr.pL  are  in  a  state  of  bewilder- 
ment, E  2387. 

Mechel,  adj,  much ;  for  as  mechel,  for  as 
much.  A.  pr.  6. 

Mede  (i),  j.  mead  (drink),  B  204a.  See 
Meeth. 

Mede,  s,  (2),  mead,  meadow,  A  89. 

Medeletn,  pr,  s.  mingles,  L.  874. 

Medelinsr,  s,  admixture,  B  i.  p  4.  279. 

Medewe,  s.  meadow,  R.  128. 

Medlatours,  s,  pL  go-betweens,  I  067. 

Medle,  v,  mingle,  HF.  2102 ;  meddle,  take 
part  in,  G  ii&i;  dye  {miscere),  B  2.  m  5. 
10 ;  Medly,  v,  mingle,  mix,  B  2.  m  5. 7 ; 


imp.pl,  meddle,  G  1424. 
yfeole        


Medlee,  adj.  of  a  mixed  colour.  A  328. 
Meed,  s,  reward,  L.  1662 ;  M^de,  meed, 

reward,  A  770 ;  to  medes,  for  my  meed, 

for  my  reward,  T.  ii.  1201. 
Meel-tyd,  s,  meal-time,  T.  ii.  1556. 
Meeth,  s,  mead,  A  3261,  3378 ;  Meth,  A 

2279. 
Meflrre,  adj,  thin,  R.  218,  311. 
Meinee ;  see  Meynee. 
Meke,  i  pr,  s.  humble,  B  2874. 
Meke,  adv.  meekly,  7.  267. 
MelancoUoua  {accented  m61anc61ious), 

acU.  melancholy,  HF.  3a 
MeUUicol^e,  s,  melancholy,  3.  23. 
Mele,  s,  meal  (of  flour),  A  3995. 
Melle,  s.  mill.  A  3923, 4242. 
Melte,  V,  melt,  T.  iv.  367  ;•  Malt,  //.  s, 

HF.  922;  Molte,/^.  HF.  1145, 1149. 


Memorial,  adj.  which  serves  to  record 
events,  7.  18. 

Mem6rie,  s,  memory,  G  339;  remem- 
brance, A  3112,  B  3164. 

Men,  pi.  <>/ Man  ;  also  a  weakened  form  of 
Man,  in  the  sense  of  'one,'  or  'some 
one';  used  with  a  singular  verb.  See 
Man. 

Mendinante,  pK  mendicant  friars,  D 
1907, 1912. 

Mene,  adj,  middle,  B  3.  m  9.  28;  mene 
whyU,  mean  while,  G  1262;  of  middle 
size,  T.  V.  806;  Mene,  adj.  pi,  inter- 
mediate, 7.  286. 

Mene,  s.  means,  way,  11.  36;  middle 
course,  T.  i.  689;  instrument,  E  1671; 
mediator,  i.  12^ ;  go-between,  T.  iii.  254 ; 
intermediary,  I  990;  the  mean,  L.  165; 
^l.  means,  instruments,  D  1484. 

Meneliche,  adj.  moderate,  B  i.  p  6.  iii. 

Menen,^^.  to  say,  HF.  1104;  to  signify, 
B  3941 ;  ipr.  s.  intend,  A  793 ;  Mencstow, 
meanest  thou,  G  309;  Mente,  i  pt.  s. 
meant,  intended,  B  4614;  purposed,  18. 
50;  declared,  7. 160 ;  Ment,/^.  intended, 
5. 158. 

Mene-whyle,  mean  time,  D  1445. 

Mening,  s.  intent.  F  151. 

Menivere,  s.  miniver,  a  fine  fur,  R.  227. 

Menstralcies, //.  minstrelsies,  HF.  1217. 

Mente,//.  /.  of  Mtnan. 

Mentea,//.  plants  of  mint,  R.731. 

Mercenarie,  s.  hireling,  A  514. 

Merciable,  adj.  merciml,  B  1878.  3013. 

Mercy,  s.  1. 7 ;  (have)  mercy,  i.  36 ;  graunt 
mercy ^  much  thanks,  la  29. 

Mere,  s.  mare.  A  541 ;  Mare,  A  40^5. 

Meridian,  adj.  at  the  moment  of  south- 
ing, southern.  A.  pr.  93. 

Mertdle,  s.  midday,  A.  li.  44. 48. 

Meridional,  adj,  southern.  F  263. 

Merier,  adj.  pleasanter,  sweeter,  B  2024, 
4011. 

Mentorie,  adj.  meritorious.  I  831. 

Merk,  s.  image,  F  880. 

Merken,  v.  brand,  B  i.  p  4.  139. 

Merlion,  s.  merlin,  small  hawk.  5.  339. 

Mermaydens,  sirens,  R.  680. 682. 

MersBhy,  adj.  marshy,  D  17 10. 

Mdrveille,  s.  marvel,  B  2736. 

Merveillous,  adj.  marvellous.  B  1643. 

Mery,  adj.  merry,  gay,  R.  580;  pleasant, 
A  235,  757;  pleasant  to  hear,  B  1186; 
Menemcn,  followers,  B  2029. 

Mes ;  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  distance, 
so  as  to  have  a  fair  shot,  R.  1453.  O.  F. 
mes, 

Meschaiince,  s.  misfortune,  A  2009 ;  evil 
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occurrence,  T.  i.  9a;  a  miserable  con- 
dition, B  3204:  unfortunate  conduct,  C 
80;  ill  luck.  B  4623;  ill  luck  (to  him), 
B  896;    with  m.,  with    a   mischief,  H 

I93» 
Meschlef ,  s.  misfortune,  A  4^3,  B  351^ ; 
trouble,  mishap,  A  2551;  tribulation,  H 

^eel,  J.  leper,  I  624.    O.  F.  mesel. 

Meselrle,  s.  leprosy,  I  625. 

Mess^e,  j.  (i),  message,  T.  iii.  401; 

errand,  B  1087;  (2)  messenger,  B  144, 

333. 
Messafiror,  s.  messenger,  A  1491. 
Messaflrerye,  s.  a  sending  of  messages 

(personified),  5.  228. 
Messeuierer,  s.  messenger,  HF.  1568. 
Messe,  s.  mass,  B  1^13. 
Messuage,  j.  dwelling-house,  A  3979. 
Meste,  pi.  most,  i.  e.  highest  in  rank, 

greatest,  E  131 ;  at  the  m.,  at  most,  T.  v. 

947. 
Mester,  s.  service,  office,  occupation,  A 

1340.    O.  F.  mester :  Lat  ministerium, 
Mesurable,  a^'.  moderate,  A  435 ;  modest, 

I  936. 
Mesurably,  adv.  moderately,  B  2795. 
Mesure,  s.  moderation,  3.  881 ;  measure, 

E  256;  plan,  5.  305 ;  bym.^  not  too  much. 

^.  872;   moderately,  R.  543;    over  m,, 

immeasurably,  5.  300;  out  of  m.,  im- 
moderately, B  2607 ;  vfithoute  m,,  beyond 

measure,  3.  632. 
Mesurlner,  x.  measure,  R.  1349. 
Met,  s.  measure  of  capacity,  I  799. 
Metamorphoseo8,^<?^.  s.  (lihe  book)  of 

Metamorphosis ;  it  should  oe  pU  Meta- 

morphoseon;  B9^. 
Mete,  adj,  meet,  befitting,  3.  316;  fit,  L. 

1043 ;  pi.  meet,  A  2291. 
Mete,  s.  equal,  3.  486. 
Mete,  s.  meat,  food,  A  136, 1900;  meat, 

L.  1108;  repast,   T.  ii.  1463;  eating.  A 

127. 
Mete,  V.  meet.  L.  148;  find,  5.  698;  to 

meet  together,  B   1873;    Meteth,  pr.  s. 

meets   (men    being    singular  =  one) ,  A 

1524 ;  Mette,  pt.  pi.  met,  E  390 ;  Metten, 

pt.  pi.  HF.  227 ;  wel  met,  D  1443. 
Mete,  V.  dream,  T.  iii.  1559,  iv.  1396,  v.  249 ; 

Met,  pr.  s.  5.  104,  105 ;  Mette,  i  pt.  s.  5. 

95 ;  Me  mette,  1  //.  s.  re/.  I  dreamt,  R. 

a6;  //.  s.  impers.  3.  276;  Met,^.  B  4445. 
Mete.  ipr.  s.  (I)  measure,  A.  n.  41.  8. 
Meteiy,  adj.  well-proportioned,  R.  822. 
Meth,  s.  mead  (drink),  A  2379. 
Metingr  (x),  J.  meeting,  L.  784. 
Meting  (2),  s.  dream,  3.  283. 


Meve,  V,  move,  stir.  T.  L  47a;  to  him 

meved,  urged  against  him,  L.  $^, 
Mewe,  s.  mew,  1.  c.  coop  wherein  fowls 

were  fettened,  A  349;  property,  a  coop 

for  hawks    when     moulting,     F    643: 

hiding-place,  T.  iii.  602. 
Mewet,  ad/,  mute,  T.  v.  194. 
Mexcu8e,yC»r  Me  excuse,  excuse  myself, 

16.36. 
Meynee,  s,  household,  B  1238 ;  company, 

R.  1305;    followers,    suite,   retinue,  re- 
tainers, household-servants,  R.  615, 634 ; 

household,  menials,  A 1258 ;  army,  troop, 

B  3532;   assembly,  HF.  933;    Meinec, 

retinue,  I  437;  troop,  A  4381;  Meiny. 

crew,  L.  2201.    O.  F.  meisnee,  massnee, 

household. 
Meyntenaunce,  s.  demeanour,  3.  834. 
Michel,  adf.  much,  A.  iL  33. 3a 
Mid,  ad/,  middle,  3.  66a 
Middef,  s,  waist,  R.  1033. 
Midel,  ad/,  neither  tall  nor  short,  7. 79. 
Mikel,  ad/,  great,  7. 99 ;  much,  L.  1175. 
Mile-wey ,  s,  a  space  of  ^,  which  answers 

to  twenty  minutes  of  time,  the  average 

time   for   walking  a  mile;    hence   the 

term,  A.  i.  7. 11. 
Milksop,  s,  a  piece  of  bread  sopped  in 

milk;  hence,  a  weak,  effeminate  man. 

B3100. 
Milne-Stones,  pi.  mill-stones,  T.  it  1384. 
Minde,   s.    remembrance,    T.    ii.   60a  i 

memory,  B  537 ;  in  m,,  in  remembrance, 

F  109,  607. 
Ministres. //.  officers,  B  4333. 
Ministretn,  pr.  s.  administers,  governs, 

B  3.  m  6.  3. 
Mlnne,  imp.  s.  remember,  mention,  16. 48. 
Minstralcye,    s.   minstrelsy,    E   1718; 

musical  instrument,  H   113;    sound  of 

music,  F  268. 
Mintingetpres.pt.  intending,  B  i.  m  2. 3. 
Mir&cle,  s,  wonder,  A  2675;  legend,  B 

188 1 ;  pleyes  o/m.,  miracle-plays,  D  558. 
Mirour,  s,  mirror,  R.  567, 1585. 
Mirre,  s.  myrrh,  A  3938. 
Mirthe,  s.  pleasure,  amusement,  R.  601 ; 

Mirthe,  Sir  Mirth  (personified),  R.  733. 
Mirtheles,  ad/,  sad,  5.  592. 
Mis,  adj,  wrong,  amiss,  T.  iv.  1348 ;  bad, 

HF.  1975 ;  blameworthy,  G  999. 
Mis,  s.  wrong,  evil,  L.  366  a. 
Mis,  adv.  amiss,  wrongly,  T.  i.  934. 
Mis,  I  pr.  s.  lack,  have  not,  6. 47. 
Misacounted,  pp.   miscounted,   T.    v. 

1 185. 
Misaunter,  s.  misadventure,  misfortune, 

T.766. 
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Misaventure,  s.  misadventure,  mishap, 

B  616 ;  mischief,  R.  43a. 
Mlssvyse,/^.//.  re/,  act  unadvisedly,  D 

230. 
Misbileve,  s,  suspicion,  G  1213. 
Miabileved,  infidels.  1. 146. 
MiBboden,  pf,  offered  (to  do  you)  evil. 

insulted,  A  909. 
MiBbom,  /^.  mbbehaved,   B  3067   (lit. 

•l)omc  amiss'). 
Miscarie,  v.  go  amiss.  A  51J. 
Miaohaiince,  s.  ill  luck.  R.  1548;  mis- 
chance, R.  2^1;  misfortune,  L.  i8a6;  fo 

mischauMce,  1.  e.  to  the  devil,  T.  ii.  323, 

^«  359  *.  ^^^^  ^u  how  the  mischief.  T.  iv. 

1302. 
Mischeef ,  s.  misfortune,  L.  1278 ;  danger, 

A,  58 ;  harm.  R.  253. 
Misconceyveth,  pr.  s,  mbunderstands, 

E  241a 
Miscountiner,  s.  fraudulent  reckoning,  R. 

196. 
Misdexneth,  pr.  s.  misjudges.  E  3410. 
Misdepartetn;  pr.  s.  parts  or  divides 

amiss.  B  107. 
Misdooth,  pr.  s.  ill-treats.  B  3112. 
Misdrawlnerds,  s.  pi.  way  of  drawing 

aside.  B  3.  p  12.  107. 
Miserlcorde,  s.  (there  is)  mercy,  pity,  T. 

iii.  1 177 ;  pity,  B  2608. 
Mia^rie,  5.  misery,  B  3167. 
Mlsese,  s.   trouble,  I    806;    discomfort, 

I  177 ;  pi.  injuries,  B  i.  p  4.  73. 
Misesed,  pp.  vexed,  I  806. 
MisfUle,//.  s.  subj.  it  went  amiss  (with). 

A  2388. 
Misforysf ,  pt.  s.  misgave,  T.  iv.  1426. 
MiBgoon,  pp.  gone  astray,  I  80. 
Mlsgrovemaunce,  s.  misconduct,  B3202. 
Mlsgryed,  pp.  misconducted,  B  3723. 
Mishap,  s.  ill  luck,  B  3435. 
Mishappe,  v.  meet  with  misfortune,  B 

2886;  pr,  s.  subj.  (it)  may  happen  ill  for, 

A  1646. 
Mishappy,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2758. 
Mlsknowingre,  j.  ignorance,  B  3.  m  11. 27. 
Mislay,  //.  J.  lay  in  an  uncomfortable 

position,  A  3647. 
Misledden,  pt.pl.  misconducted,  T.  iv.  48. 
Misledingres,  //.  misguiding  ways,  B  3. 

p  8.  2. 
Mislyketh,  pr,  s.  displeases,  L.  1293. 
Mislyved,  pp.  of  ill  life,  treacherous,  T. 

iv.  330. 
Misxnetre,  pr,  s.  subj.  scan  amiss,  T.  v. 

1796. 
Mis-sat,  pi.  s.  was  not  where  it  should 

be,  3.  941 ;  misbecame,  R.  1194. 


Misse,  V,  &il,  D  1416;  draw  to  an  end,  5. 

40;  pt.s.  was  wanting  (to),  T.  iii.  445; 

pp.  missing,  T.  iii.  537. 
Mis-set,  pp.  misplaced,  3.  121a 
Missey e,  i^.  s.  speak  amiss,  7. 317 ;  fr.  s, 

slanders,  I  379 ;  missayd  or  do^  said  or 

done  wrong,  3.  528. 
Misspeke,  i  pr.  s.  subj,  speak  wrongly,  A 

Mlsicaketh,  3  pr.  pi,  transgress,  trespass, 
R.  1540. 

Mister,  s,  trade,  handicraft,  occupation, 
A  613;  need,  fL  1436;  Mester,  occupa- 
tion, A  1340 ;  what  m.  men,  men  of  what 
occupation,  what  sort  of  men,  A  171a 
See  Mester. 

Misterye,  s.  ministry,  profession,  I  895. 
From  Lat.  mmisUrium. 

Mistibede,  s,  mystery,  4.  334. 

Mis-tometh,  pr,  pi.  turn  aside,  B  3. 

Mistyde,  v.  be  unlucky,  B  3886. 
Miswanderinere,    adj,    straying    (Lat. 

deuius) ,  B  3.  p  3.  27. 
Miswent,  pp,  gone  amiss,  T.  i.  633. 
Mis-weyes,  s.  pL  by-paths,  B  3.  m  11.  3^ 
Miteyn,  s.  mitten,  glove,  C  373. 
Mixen.  J.  dunghill,  I  911. 
Mo  (mod),  <z<^'. more,  A.  pr.  37 ;  more  (in 

number),  A  576,  849;  besides,  L.  917; 

others,  E  2113 ;  another,  E 1039 ;  Mothers) 

besides,  E  2263:   many  others  besides, 

D  663 ;  fymfis  mo,  at  other  times,  E  449 ; 

othere  mo,  others  besides,  G  1001 ;  na  mo, 

no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Mo,  adv.  more,  any  longer,  D  864 ;  never 

the  mo,  never  mo,  never,  D  691,  1099. 
Moohel,  adj.  great.  L.  1966;  much.  G  611. 
Mochel,  adv.  much,  B  3959. 
Moohel,  s.  size,  3. 454.  861. 
Moder,  s.  mother,  B  276;  the  thickest 

plate  forming  the  principal   part  of  the 

astrolabe  (Lat.  mater  or  rotula),  A.  i.  3. 

i;    Modres,  ^en.  B  1783;    Modres,  pi, 

C93. 
Moeble,  adj.  moveable,  A.  i.  21.  80. 
Moeble,    s.    moveable   goods,   personal 

property,  T.  iv.  1380,  1460 ;  pi.  G  540. 
Moedes,  s.pl.  moods,  strains  (of  music). 

B  2.  p  I.  50. 
Moevable,  adj.  fickle.  B  4.  m  5.  32 ;  as  s. 

The  firste  m.,  the  *  primum  mobile,'  A.  i. 

17.  50. 
Moevabletee,  s.  mobility,  B  4.  p  6. 136. 
Moeve,  ger.  to  stir  up,  B  2218 ;  v.  move, 

I  IBS- 
Moevere,  s.  mover,  A  2987. 
Moeyinge,  s.  moving,  motion,  A.  pr.  99 ; 
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Firste  moeving,  the  'primum  mobile/ 

A.  L  17. 45. 
Molste,  //.  supple.  A  457. 
Molste,  oify',  as  s,  moisture,  R.  1564. 
Mokereres,  s.pi,  misers,  B  a.  p  5. 18. 
Mokre,  v,  hoard  up.  T.  iii.  1375. 
Molestie,  s,  trouble.  B  3.  p  9. 105. 
MoUlflcacioun,  /.  softening.  G  854. 
Molte./^.;  see  Melte. 
Monohe,  v.  munch,  T.  i.  914. 
Mone,  s,  moon,  A  9077 ;  i.  e.  position  or 

'  quarter '  of  the  moon,  A  403 ;  Mone. 

j^em.  B  9070;  Mones.^<nr.  F  1154. 
Mone,  /.  moan,  complaint.  A  1366.  F  990. 
Mone.  V.  re/,  to  lament.  T.  i.  98. 
Monstre,  s,  prodigy.  F  1344 ;  pL  B  3302. 
Montaiirne>  s,  mountain,  B  24. 
Mood,  s,  anger.  A  1760 ;  thought.  C  ia6. 
Moon,  s,  moan,  lamentation,  complaint. 

L.  1 169. 1799. 
Moome,  i  pr,  j.  mourn.  A  3704. 
Moomlnsre.  /.  mourning,  plaint,  A  3706. 
Moot.  s,pi.  notes  on  a  horn.  3. 376. 
Moot,  ipr,  s,  must,  shall.  B  1853;  pr,  s. 

must,  ought  to.  A  333 ;  is  to  (go).  B  994 ; 

Mot.  I  pr,  s.  may.  4.  267;  must,  have 

to.  B  397 ;  Most,  2  pr,  s,  B  104 ;   Mot, 

pr,  s,  must,  has  to,  L..  388,  1945 ;  Mote, 

apr,  pi,  may,  T.  ii.  409;  Moten,  must, 


L.  343 ;  Mote  {or  Moot),/r.  s,  subj,  may, 
HF.  ]         '     '        *  -       - 

\      " "     !  '  _  .1  s^ll  go, 

may  I  still  retain  the  pqwer  to  wsuk, 


109;  L.  843;  is  sure  to.  L.'  1633; 
Moot  {or  Mote)  I  goon,  may  I  still  go, 


F  777;  So  moot  {or  mote)  I  thee,  as 
I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  thrive.  C 
309;  As  ever  mote  I,  A  833;  Foule 
moot  thee  &lle.  ill  mav  it  be£Edl  thee, 
H  40;  Moot  {or  Mote)  thou,  maystthou. 
B  1696 ;  Moste.  i  pt,  s,  must  (go) ,  B  383 ; 
Moste.  //.  s,  must.  4.  350;  had  to,  B 
886;  ought  to  (be).  F  38;  was  made  to. 
B  3700;  Mosten,  pt,  pi,  should,  L.  99; 
Moste,  //.  s,  subj„  might.  L.  1573 ;  us 
mosU,  we  must  resolve  to,  G  946. 

Moral,  adj,  excellent  in  character.  T.  iv. 
1673. 

Moralitee,  s,  moral  tale.  I  38;  moral 
writing.  I  1088. 

Mordre,  s.  murder.  R.  1136;  m,  wol  out, 
B4343. 

Mordre,  ger,  to  murder,  kill.  L.  1536. 

Mordrer,  s,  murderer.  5.  353. 613. 

MordrinsT,  s,  murdering,  A  9001. 

More,  adJ,  greater,  B  3396,  E  1331 ;  lar^r, 
HF.  500:  More  and  lesse,  all  alike, 
every  one,  B  959;  More  and  more,  HF. 
532;  with-outen  more^  without  further 
trouble,  T.  iv.  133. 


More,  adv,  more.  A  319;  in  a  greater 
degree.  B  3745. 

More,  s,  root,  T.  v.  35.    A.  S.  moru, 

Mormal,  s,  sore,  gangrene.  A  386. 

Mome.  s,  momine ;  monu  milk,  morning 
milk.  A  358. 333S 

Morsel,  s,  morsel,  bit.  A  X38;  m.  ireed, 
morsel  of  bread.  B  3604* 

Morter,  s,  mortar,  9. 15 ;  a  metal  bowl  €or 
holding  wax.  with  a  wick  for  burning. 
T.  iv.  1945. 

Mortitye,  V,  kill;  used  of  producing 
change  by  chemical  action.  G  143 1; 
pp,  deadened.  I  9^. 

Mortreux,  fl,  thickened  soups  or  pot- 
tages. A  384.  (Also  spelt  mortrewes; 
thus  X  is  for  s,) 

Morwen,  s,  morning,  morrow.  T.  iL  15x5 ; 
Morwe.  L.  49,  xo8 ;  fore  part  of  a  di^, 
T.  iv.  1308;  by  the  morwe,  early  in  the 
morning,  A  334. 

Morwemnsre,  X.  morning.  A 1063;  dawn- 
ing, 4.  96. 

Morwe-sonsr,  s.  morning-song,  A  83a 

Morwe-t3rde.  s,  morning-hour.  E  9995; 
in  the  m,,  in  the  morning.  B  4906. 

Mosel,  /.  muule,  A  9151. 

Most,  9  //.  s,  oughtest  (to).  8.  3;  Moste, 
pt,  s.  must,  ought  (to).  A  3088;  must 
(go),  HF.  i^;  had  to  go.  T.  v.  5;  was 
obliged  to.  T.  iii.  540;  must,  might.  E 
9I03 ;  //.  s,  subJ,  might,  L.  1594 ;  Kfosten, 
pl'pl'  must,  might.  T.  ii.  1507;  could, 

Moste,  adJ,  stf,  greatest.  F  199;  chief. 

D  1041 ;  chiefest.  F  361. 
Mote  (i).  /.  atom.  T.  iii.  1603 ;  Motes.//. 

specks  of  dust.  D  868. 
Mote  (3).  /.  motion  (Lat  motus),K,  ii.  44. 

33.    The  'mene  mote'  or  mean  motum 

is  the  average  motion  of  a  planet  dur- 
ing a  given  period. 
Motre.^«r.  to  mutter.  T.  iL  541. 
Mottelee,  s,  motley  array.  A  371. 
Motthes,  s,pl,  moths.  B  3187. 
Mot^f.  s,  motive;  hence  idea,  notion.  B 

638,  E  1491. 
Moulen,  v,  grow  mouldy.  B  39;  >^.  A 

387a 
Mountance,  s,  amount,  value,  quanti^, 

A 1570;  amount  (of  time),  L.  307;  length, 

T.  ii.  1707 ;  value,  H  955. 
Mourdaunt,  s.  chape,  or  metal  tag.  at 

the  end  of  a  girdle,  R.  1094.    (Not  '  the 

tongue  of  a  buckle.') 
Moustre,  s,  pattern.  3. 919. 
Moveresse,  s,  a  fomentress  of  quarrels. 

R.149. 
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Mowe.  J.  grimace.  T.  iv.  7 ;  pL  HF.  1806. 

Mowen,  v.  be  able ;  mowtn  shrwen,  be- 
come evident,  B  5.  p  4. 163 ;  Mowen,^/r. 
to  have  power,  T.  li.  1594;  May,  ipr.  s, 
may,  B  89;  can,  B  m;  Maystow,  may- 
est  thou.  A  1918 ;  Nlowe,  i  pr,  pL  can, 
B  9939;  may.  HF.  1735;  Mowen,  a  ^. 
pL  can,  19.  25 ;  Mowe,  a  pr,  pi,  may,  L. 
9a;  can,  3.  552;  Mowen,  /r.  fl,  are 
able  to,  D  iTaa;  Mowe,  pr.  fl.  may, 
can,  A  2090 ;  Mowe,  2  pr,  s.  subj,  mayest, 
G  460;  Migbte,  U,  J.  might,  A  169,  &c.; 
I  pt,  s.  subj,  could,  E  638. 

Mowln^e,  s,  abili^,  B  4.  p  4.  3a. 

Mowled,  pp,  decayed,  A  3870. 

Moysoun,  s,  crop,  growth,  R.  1677.  O.  F. 
moisom;  \jA,9Sx^meHsu>nem, 

Moyste,  adj,  fresh,  new,  B  1954,  C  315. 

Moysty,  adj,  new  (applied  to  ale).  H  60. 

Maable,  adj,  changeable.  T.  iiL  822. 

Muohel,  adj,  much,  great.  A  2352;  a 
great  deal  of.  F  349:  m  i<y  m..  in  so 
much,  B  2644 ;  many,  G  673. 

Muohel,  adv,  greatly,  A  258;  much,  F 
1129. 

Mulier  est  kom'mis  con/usio,  woman  is 
man's  confusion,  B  4354* 

Miillok,  s.  a  heap  of  rehise.  A  3873*,  con- 
fused heap  of  materials,  G  938,  94a 

MultipUoaoioun,  s,  multiplying,  i.  e. 
the  art  of  alchemy,  G  849. 

Multiplye.  V,  to  make  gold  and  silver  by 
the  arts  of  alchemy,  G  669. 

Murmuraolon,  s.  murmuring.  I  499. 

Murmurinflre,  s,  murmur,  A  2432. 

Murthe,  s.  mirth,  joy,  E  1123. 

Murye,  adj,  merry,  A  1386. 

Muscle,  s,  mussel,  D  2100. 

Muse,  s.  muse,  poetic  facult]^,  16.  38. 

Muse,  ^er,  to  consider,  T.  iii.  ^63 ;  pr,  s, 
gazes  mto,  R.  1592 ;  pp,  gazecf,  R.  1645. 

Musioe,  Music,  B  2.  p  i.  A9. 

Mussf ke,  music,  5.  6a ;  Musilc,  B  4483. 

Muwe,  s,  mew,  pen  (for  hawks),  ca^e, 
T.  i.  381;  in  muioe,  cooped  up,  T.  iv. 
496. 

Muwe,  V,  change,  T.  ii.  1258. 

Myle,  s,  mile,  HF.  1038;  fyi^t  m.,  five 
miles,  G  555. 

Mynde,  s,  dot.  mind,  recollection,  3.  15 ; 
ace,  reason,  2.  34;  3.  511:  have  minde 
upcm^  remember,  19.  26. 

Myne,  v,  undermine,  T.  iii.  767. 

Mynour.  s.  one  who  mines,  A  2465. 

Myrle,  adj.  merry,  A  1499. 

Myrle,  adv.  merrily,  A  3575. 

Myrier,  adv,  comp,  memer,  R.  876. 

Mys,  //.  mice,  B  2.  p  6. 37. 


Myte  (i),  s,  mite,  thing  of  no  value,  A 

1558. 
Myte  (2),  mite,  insect ;  //.  D  56a 

N. 
N*,  for  ne,  not ;  as  in  nachevtth  for  nt 

aciuvtth,  and  the  like. 
Na,  no  (Northern).  A  4175. 
Na  xno,  i.  e.  no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Nacheveth,  for  ne  acheveth,  achieves 

not,  T.  V.  784. 
Nadde,  //.  s,  {for  ne  hadde).  had  not,  R. 

457. 
Naddre,  s,  adder,  E  1786. 
Nadir,  s,  the  point  of  the  ecliptic  exactly 

opposite  to  that  in  which  the  sun  is 

situate,  A.  ii.  6.  i ;  see  1. 12. 
Nadstow,  2  //.  s,  haddest  thou  not,  didst 

thou  not,  A  4088. 
Nallle,  imp,  s,  3  /.  let  it  nail,  let  it  finsten. 

E1184. 
Naitetn,  pr,  s,  refuses,  B  i.  m  i.  25. 
Nake,  apr.pl,  make  naked,  B  4.  ni  7. 70; 

Naked.  ^.  as  adj.  naked,  A  19^6,  I  105 ; 

bare,  HF.  133;    destitute,  void,  weak, 

G  486 ;  simple,  plain,  A.  pr.  30. 
Nakers,  pi.  kettle-drums,  A  2511.    From 

the  Arabic. 
Nale;   atte  naU,  at  the  ale,  at  the  ale- 
house, D  1349. 
Nam,  {for  ne  am),  i  pr,  s,  am  not,  A 

1 122,  B  2710;  nam  but  deed,  am  only  a 

dead  man,  3.  204. 
Nam,  pt.  s,  took,  G  1297. 
Name,  s,  good  name,  reputation,  L.  1812 ; 

title,  B  3.  p  6.  36. 
Namely,  adv.  especially,  A  1268,  2709. 
Nazno,  {^for  na  mo),  no  more  in  number, 

A  loi,  544;  none  other,  no  one  else, 

D  957- 
Namore,  adv.  no  more,  A  98. 
Napoplexye,  fo>r  Ne   apoplezye,   nor 

apoplexy,  B  4031. 
Nappeth,  pr,  s,  naps,  slumbers,  nods, 

H9. 
Narette ;  see  Arette. 
Nart,  {for  ne  art),  art  not,  G  499. 
Narwe,  adj,  small,  B  4012;  pi,  A  625; 

close,  closely  drawn,  D  1803. 
Narwe,  adv.  narrowly,  closely.  A  3224; 

tightly,  L.  600;  carefully,  E  1988. 
Nas,  {for  ne  was),  was  not,  A  251,  288; 

/  nas  but,  I  was  simply,  2.  21. 
Naasayeth,  for  ne   assayeth,  attempts 

not,  T.  V.  784. 
Nat,    adv.    not,    A    ^4;    Nat   but,  only, 

merely,  L.  1899 ;  quite,  L.  2091. 
Nat,  {for  ne  at),  nor  at,  B  290. 


D  2 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


74 


&UsM^xml  indtx. 


Nat  forthy,  adv.  notwithstanding,  B  2165. 
Natal,  adj.  who  presides  over  nativities, 

T.  iii.  150. 
Nath,    (/or  ne  hath),  pr.  s.  hath  not,  A 

923. 
Natnelees,  nevertheless,  A  35. 
Nature,  s.  nature,  A  11;  kind,  race,  5. 

615 ;  seed,  I  577. 
Naturel,  adj,  natural,   A  416.    A  'day 

natural '  is  a  period  of  24  hours. 
Naugrht;  adv.  not,  B  1701 ;  not  so.  G  269. 
Nave,  s.  nave  (of  a  wheel),  D  2266. 
Netxe,  (for  ne  axe) ,  ask  not,  T.  v.  594. 
Nay,  adv.  nay,  no,  G  1339;   (opposed  to 

yea) ,  E  355 ;   (answers  a  direct  question) , 

B  740;    surely  not!  3.  1309;   as  s.  nay, 

untruth,  3.  147;    It  is  no  nay,  there  is 

no  denying  it,  B  1956. 
Nayte,  v.  withhold,  deny,  I  1013. 
Ne,  adv.  and  conj.  not,  A  70;  nor,  A  179, 

526 ;   tie  .  . .  ne,  neither  . . .  nor,  A  603 ; 

(when  used  with  a  verb,  a  second  neg- 
ative is  often  added). 
Nece,  J.  niece,  B  1290. 
Necesseden,  pt.  pi.  compelled,  B  3.  m 

9.8. 
Neddre,  s.  adder ;  //.  L.  699. 
Nede,    s.    need,   extremity,  B    102,   658, 

2360;    extremity,    difficult     matter,     B 

2917;  peril,  B  3576;   at  nede,  at  need, 

I.   112;  /or  nede,  if  needful,   R.   1123; 

s.  as  adj.  needful,  A  304 ;  //.  matters  of 

business,  B  174,  1266;  necessities,  T,  ii. 

954;   needs,  G  178;  /or  nedes,  for  very 

need,  3.  1201. 
Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  of  necessity,  R. 

i^i,  1473. 
Nede,  V.  be  necessary,  B  871;  Nedeth, 

pr.  s.  (it)  is  necessary,  (it)  needs,  A  462 ; 

wAat  n.,  what   is  the  need  of,  A  849; 

Neded6,  pt.  s.  impers.  (there)  needed,  A 

4020,  4161 ;  its  neded,  we  should  need, 

T.  iv.  1344. 
Nedely,  adv.  of   necessity,  necessarily, 

B4435- 

Nedes,  adv.  needs,  necessarily,  of  neces- 
sity, L.  1298. 

Nedes-cost,  adv.  of  necessity,  A  1477, 
L.  2697. 

Needly,  adv.  necessarily,  B  3.  p  9.  87. 
See  Nedely. 

Neen,  no  (Northern),  A  4185.  4187. 

Neer,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  A  839,  968 ;  neer 
and  neer,  A  4304 ;  as  pos.  adv.  near,  A 
1439 ;  /er  or  neer,  far  or  near,  T.  i.  451. 

Neet,  pi.  neat,  cattle,  A  597. 

Negrardye,  s.  niggardliness,  10.  53. 

Negrhen,  v.  draw  nigh,  L.  318. 


Neigrlif  <idj.  near,  nigh,  B  2558. 
Neigrhy  ddv.  nearly,  T.  i.  6a 
Neigrhebour,  s.  neighbour,  A  535. 
Neigrlien,  v.  draw  near,  T.  ii.  1555. 
Neither  nother,  (in)  neither  the  one 

nor  the  other,  B  5.  m  3.  53. 
Nekke-boon,  s.  neck-bone,  B 1839 ;  neck. 

D  906 ;  nape  of  the  neck,  B  669. 
Nel,  \pr.  s.  will  not,  T.  ii.  726. 
Nempnen,  v.  name,  B  507. 
Nenvye,  jfdr  ne  envye,  imp.  s.  envy  not, 

T.  V.  1789. 
Ner,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  3.  888 ;  T.  i.  448 ; 

Nere,  3.  38;  mr  and  ner,  B  1710;  Ner 

the  les,  nevertheless,  4,  130. 
Nercotlkes,  //.  narcotics,  A  1472. 
Nere  (/or  ne  were),  2  pt.  s.  wast  not,  4, 

112;  //.  pi,  were  not,  A  875,  D  1944; 

ipt.  s.  subj.  should  not  (I)  be,  T.  ii.  409; 

^fere,  pt.  s.  subj.  would  not  be,  should 

not  be,  A  1129;  were  not,  B  3984;  were 

it  not,  B  132;   were  it  not  (for),  i.  24, 

180. 
Nere,  adv.  nearer,  R.  1454. 
Nerf ,  s.  nerve,  i.  e.  sinew,  T.  ii.  64a. 
Nescapeet  (/or  Ne  escapest),  escapesi 

not,  L.  2643. 
Nest,  s.  D  1691 ;  wikked  nest,  i.  e.  mau  ni, 

or    Mauiiy     (referring    to    Sir    Olivei 

Mauny).  B  3573;  //.  HF.  1516. 
Net-herdes,  ^en.  neat-herd's,  B  2746. 
Nether,  ad;',  lower,  A  3852. 
Netherest,  adj,  superl.  lowest,  L  e.  outer- 
most, A.  i.  18. 7. 
Nevene,  v.  name.  G  8ai ;  herd  hir  name 

n.,  heard    (him)   name  her    name,    T. 

i.  876;  pr.  pi,  subj,  may  mention,   G 

1473. 
Never,  adv,  never,  A  70;   n,  dide  but, 

never  did  aught  that  was  not,  4.  297; 

n.  the  neer,  none  the  nearer,  G  721. 
Neveradel,  adv.  not  a  bit,  C  67a 
Never-xno,    adv.    never   oftener,    never 

(with  two  exceptions),  A.  ii.  31. 5 ;  never, 

3.  "25- 

Nevew,  s.  nephew,  L.  1442;  grandson, 
L.  2659. 

Newe,  adv.  newly,  freshly,  afiresh.  A  365, 
428 ;  o/newe,  new,  fresh,  T.  ii.  20;  Newe 
and  newe,  again  and  again,  T.  iii.  116; 
continually,  C  929. 

Newed,  pt.  s.  had  something  fresh  in  it. 
3.  906 ;  pp.  renewed,  B  3036. 

Newefangrel,  adj.  fond  of  novelty,  F  618, 
H  193. 

New-ten^elnesse,  s.  fondness  for  nov- 
elty. L.  154 ;  F  610. 

Newe-thouffht,  s.  Inconstancy,  R.  98a. 
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Nezte,  adj.  sup.  nearest,  A  X413 ;  easiest, 

T.I697. 
Ney,  adj.  nigh,  A.  ii.  3.  78. 
NiiTftrd,  adj.  niggardly,  R.  1172. 
Niir&r<l-»  s,  miser,  niggard,  B  4105. 
Niirardye,  s.  miserliness,  B  136a. 
Niirbte,^^r.  to  grow  dark,  become  night, 

T.  ▼.  515. 
Nisrliter-tale,  s. ;  by  ».,  in  the  night-time, 

A  97.    This  expression  seems  to  have 

resulted    from  a   confusion  of   IceL  a 

nattar-peH,  in  the  dead  of  night,  with 

IceL  naUar-tal,  a  tale   or   number   of 

niffhts. 
Niirbt-spel,  s,   night-spell,   night-incan- 
tation, A  3480. 
NigTOxnanoiens,    s.  pi.   necromancers, 

I  603. 
NU,  I  pr.  J,  will  not,  3.  92,  1125;  will  (I) 

not,  shall  (I)  not,  T.  v.  40,  43. 44;  desu-e 

not,  dislike,  E  646;  Nille.  i  pr.  s.  will 

not,  G  1463;  Nil,^r.  s.  will  not,  B  97a; 

will  not  (have),  3.  586;  will  (she)  not, 

3.  1 140;  Nilt,  2  pr.s,  wilt  not,T.  ii.  1004; 

Niltow,  thou  wilt  not,  T.  i.  792. 
Nillinere,  s.  refusing,  B  5.  p  2.  23. 
Nin,y&r  Ne  in,  nor  m,  E  1511,  F  35. 
Nls,  for  iu  is,  is  not,  x  77 ;  Ther  nis  no 

more  but,  all  that  remains  is   that,  L. 

847. 
Niste,   I  pf.  s.  knew  not,  F  502;  pt.  s, 

knew  not,  A  3414,  4225. 
Noble,  s.  a  gold  coin,  A  3256;  pi.  HF. 

1315.    (Worth  6j.  8^.) 
Nobledest,  //.  s.  2  p.  ennobledest.  didst 

ennoble,  G  4a    A  translation  of  Dante's 

nobilUasti. 
Noblesse,  s.  nobleness,  R.  780;  noble 

cheer,  T.  v.  439;  nobility,  D  1167:  (title 

of  respect),  B  2956;    magnificence,   B 

3438;    tiigQ  honour,   B  3208;    nobility, 

rank,    R.    1034;    worthy  behaviour,    B 

185.  248. 
Nobley,  s.  nobility,  dignity,  splendour, 

HF.    1416;    noble    rank,   T.    iv.    1670; 

assembly  of  nobles,  G  449 ;  state,  F  77. 
Nof  {/or  Ne  of),  nor  of,  D  571,  660. 
Noerbt,  adv.  not,  A  107;  by  no  means, 

in  no  respect,  A  1226;  Noght  but  for, 

only  because,  D  645. 
Noernt,  /.   nothing,  C   542;    N.    worth, 

worth  nothing.  H  200. 
Noisen,  zpr.pL  cry  aloud.  B  3.  m  6.  xa 
Nokked,  pp.  notched.  R.  942. 
Nolde,  I  pt.  s.  would  not,  did  not  want, 

^.90;   (I)  should  not  desire.  G  1334; 

Noldest,  2  pt.   s.  wouldst  not,  3.  482; 

Noldestow,  if  ^ou  wouldst  not,  T.  iii. 


1264;   Nolde.  //.  s.  would  not,  i.  31; 

would  not  (have),  A  1024. 
Nombre,    s.  number,  A  716;    amount, 

sum,  A.  ii.  24.  5. 
Nombred,  pp.  counted  in,  T.  iii.  1269. 
Noxnen,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  514 ;  put,  R.  408 ; 

Nome.  pp.  L.  822,  1018,  1777.    Pp.  of 

nimem. 
Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  for  the 

occasion,  for  this  occasion,  A  379,  523. 

545,  879 ;  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

T.  i.  561 ;  for  the  time,  T.  ii.  1381 ;  With 

the  nones,  on  the  condition,  HF.  2099. 

L    1540.    Originally  for  then  ones,  for 

the  once;  where  then  is  the  dat  of  the 

def.  article  (A.  S.  Ham). 
Noxine,  s.  nun,  A  118;  Nonnes  Freest, 

Nun's  Priest,  B  4637. 
Nonnerye,  s.  nunnery,  A  3946. 
Noon,  none,  no.  A  318,  449 ;  or  nooit^  or 

not.  or  no,  D  2069. 
Noot,  I  pr.  s.  know  not.  L.  2660 ;  Not.  L. 

193 ;  Nost,  knowest  not.  3. 1137 ;  Nostow. 

thou  knowest  not,  HF.  10 10;  Noot,//-.  j. 

knows  not,  C  284;  Not,  4.  214.    A.  S. 

nat. 
Norice,  s.  nurse,  B  4305. 
Norice,  v.  nourish,  foment,  B  2204;  pp. 

brought  up,  E  399. 
Norissiner,  s.  nutriment,  A  437;  growth, 

A  3017;    Norishinge,    bringing    up,    E 

1040;  //.    refections,     B    4.   p   6.   38; 

sustenance.  B  i.  p  6.  93  {liJAi./omiiem). 
Noriture,  s.  nourishment,  T.  iv.  768. 
Noi*telrye,  s.  education,  A  3967. 
Noi*thren,  northern,  A  1987. 
Noi*t\ire,  s.  instruction,  good  manners, 

R.  179. 
Nory,  s.   pupil    (lit  foster-child),  B  3. 

p  II.  233;  Norry,  B  i.  p  3.  14. 
Nose-tmrles,  pi.  nostrils,  A  557. 1  209. 
No8klnnes,/>r  Noneskinnes,  of  no  kmd, 

HF.   1794.  'From  nones,  gen.  of  noon, 

none ;  and  kinms.  gen.  of  kin. 
Nost,  Nostow,  Not;  see  Noot. 
Not  but,  only,  4.  121 ;  T.  iii.  1636. 
Noia,  i.  e.  observe.  A.  ii.  26.  33. 
Notsbllitee,  s.  notable  feict,  B  4399. 
Not4ble,  adj.  notorious,  remarkable,  B 

1875- 
Notaries,  s.  pi.  scribes,  I  797. 
Note,  s.{i),  note  (in  music) ,  A  235.  B 1737 ; 

musical  note.  peal.  HF.  1720;  tune.  5. 

677;  fy  «.,  according  to  musical  notes, 

hy  note,  R.  669;  in  concord,  all  at  once. 

T.  iv.  585. 
Note,  s.  (2),  employment,  business,  task, 

job,  A  4068.    A.  S.  Motu, 
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Noteful,  adj.  useful,  A.  pr.  120. 
Notemuere,  s.  nutmeg,  B  1953. 
Notes,  s.fL  nuts,  R,  1360. 
Not-heed,  j.  crop-head,  a  head  with  hair 

cropped  short,  A  109. 
Nother,  neither, 7. 253;  neither  (of  them), 

L.  103. 

NothmST,  adv.  in  no  respect,  in  no  degree, 
not  at  all,  A  2505;  for  ».,  by  no  means, 
D  1121. 

Notiflccusions,  fl.  hints,  B  5.  m  3.  23. 

Notlfle,  pr,  pi.  indicate,  I  430;  pp.  pro- 
claimed, B  2^6. 

Nouchis,  s.  pi.  jewelled  ornaments,  jewels 
properly,  settin?  for  jewels),  clasps, 
iF.  1350;  Nowcnes,  E  382.    E.  ouch. 

Nouerht,  adv.  not,  T.  ii.  575,  673 ;  not  at 
a11i  3*  3 ;  B  2262. 

Noumbre,  s.  number,  3. 440. 

Nouxnbre,  v.  number,  3. 439 ;  //.  counted 
in,  T.  ili.  1269. 

Noun-certeyn,  s.  uncertainty,  18.  46;  T. 

XT*-  337- 

Noun-power,  s.  impotence,  B  3.  p  5. 22. 

Nouthe,  now,  T.  i.  985:  as  nouthe,  at 

present,  A  462. 
Novelrye,  s,  novelty,  T.  ii.  756. 
Now,  adv.  now,  A  715 ;  for  now,  for  the 

present,  7.  343 ;  now  and  now,  from  time 

to  time,  occasionally,  F  430. 
Nowches ;  see  Nouchls. 
Noyous,  adj.  troublesome,  HF.  574.  Short 

for  anoyous, 
Ny,  adj.  near,  B  2562  ;  Nye,  def.  the  one 

who  IS  near,  A  3392. 
Ny,  adv.  nigh,  nearly,  B  2735;  as  ny  as, 

as  close  to,  A  588 ;  w^l  ny,  almost,  A 

1330- 
Ny, /r<;^.  nigh,  B  550. 
Nyce,  adj.  foolish,  B  3712, 4505 ;  ignorant, 

R.  1257;  foolish,  weak.  B  1083,  G  493; 

ludicrous,  A  3855 ;  scrupulous,  A  398. 
Nycely,  adv.  foolishly,  T.  v.  1152. 
Nycetee,  s.  follv,  G  463;  simplicity,  A 

4046;    foolish    Behaviour,    pleasure,    D 

412;  scrupulousness,  T.  ii.  1288. 
Nye;  seeNy. 
Nsrfles,  ^/.  mockeries,  pretences,  D  176a 

Lit.  •  sniffings ' ;  O.  F.  nijler,  to  sniff. 

O. 

O  (66),  one,  A  304, 363 ;  a  single,  B  5.  p  6. 
158;  one  and  the  same,  T.  ii.  37;  one 
continuous  and  uniform,  HF.  iioo.  See 
Oon. 

Obelsant,  adj.  obedient,  E  66,  I  264. 

Obeisaunce,  s.  obedience,  E  24,  502; 


obedient  act,  E  230;  obedient  ferewell, 
L.  2479;  in  your  o.,  in  obedience  to  you, 
2.  84 ;  unto  her  o.,  in  obedience  to  her, 
L.  587 ;  Obeisaunces,  pi.  acts  of  dutiful 
attention,  L.  149 ;  observances,  L.  1268. 

Obeisingr,  adj.  yielding,  L.  1266. 

Oblecte,  adj.  presented,  B  5.  p  5.  5. 

Obiiffacioun.j.bond.i5.'2;  Obligadouns, 
pi.  sureties,  B  3018. 

Ooliere,  v.;  0.  to  you,  la^r  an  obligation  on 
vou  (to  make  me),  T.  iv.  1414. 

ODS^quies,  pi.  funeral  rites.  A  993. 

Observaunce,^.  respect,  A 1045  \  homage, 
7.  218 ;  observance,  L.  1608 ;  ceremony. 
T.  ii.  112;  heed,  I  747;  /A  customary 
attentions,  F  956 ;  duties,  L.  150. 

Observe,  v.  £aivour,  B  1821 ;  pr,  s,  takes 
heed,  I  303. 

Occasloun,  si  cause,  L.  994. 

Occident,  s.  west.  B  297. 

Occldentale,  adj.  western,  A.  i.  5.  9. 

Occupye,  v.  take  up,  F  64;  *r.  s.  follows 
close  upon,  T.  iv.  836 ;  dwells  in,  B  424 ; 
imp.  s.  hold  to,  B  4.  p  7.  103. 

Octosramyd,  s.  marry mg  eight  times,  D 

Of,  prep,  of,  A  2,  &c;  by,  R.  1260;  con- 
cerning, about.  F  1179;  during,  B  510; 
for,  13.  19;  off,  from,  3.  964;  on  account 
of,  B  2208 ;  as  to,  as  regards,  in  respect 
of,  F  425 ;  as  to,  %  966 ;  upon,  5.  555 ; 
over,  B  2947;  with,  A  2055;  some,  A 


146;   of  a  purpos,  on  purpose,  deliber- 
^  B  227 

his  favour, ~E  178 ;  fuljild  of  filled  with. 


ately,  B  2273 ;  of  al  mv  lif  in  all  my  life, 
484;  of  grace,  by  nis  favour,  out  of 


7.42. 
jr,  cuhf.  off,  away,  S»  49.     , 
iv.  1 106;  off,  A  2^76;  com  of  be  quick. 


Of,  adv.  off,  away,  5.  494 ;  (come)  off,  T. 


have  done,  A  3728. 
Offensloun,  damage,  A  2416. 
Offertorle,  J.  offertory,  A  710. 
Office,  s.  omce,  employment  of  a  secular 

character,  A  292 ;  employment,  B  3446 ; 

duty,  5.  236;  property,  D  1144;  place  of 

office,  D  1577;  with  0.,  by  the  use  of 

(Lat.  officio),  B  I.  p  I.  3;  houses  of  o., 

servants*  offices,  E  264. 
Of-newe,  adv.  newly,  again,   R.    1613; 

lately,  E  938. 
Of-showve,  v.  repel  (lit  shove  off),  A 


3912. 
5f-t  * 


Of-taken,  pp.  taken  away,  B  1855. 

Ofte,  adj.  pi.  many;  One  sythes,  often- 
times, A  485;  Ofte  tyme,  often,  A  5a; 
Tymes  ofte,  E  226. 

Ofter,  adv.  comp.  ofiener,  E  215. 

Of  that,  conj,  because,  L.  815. 
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C  696 ;  at  ones,  at  once,  A  765. 
>n-lofte,  adv,  aloft,  ilp  in  the  air.  in  the 
skv,  5.  ao3,  683 ;  above  ground,  £  390. 
D-ly ve,  adv.  alive,  F  93a.    Lit '  in  hfe.' 


Of-thowed,/^.  thawed  awav,  HF.  1143. 
Osrht,  1.  aognt,  anything,  F  1469;  any- 
thing of  value,  G  1333 ;   as  adv.  ought, 

at  all,  B  1793. 
Offhte;  see  Owen. 
Oke,  Okes ;  see  Ook. 
Ollfaunts,  /.//.  elephants,  B  3.  p  8.  99. 
OUveres,  s.pl,  olive-trees,  R.  1314 ;  olive- 

vards,  B  3226. 
Olyve,  J.  olive-tree,  5. 181. 
Omelles,  s,pL  homilies.  I  1088. 
On,  prep,  on,  A  la ;  in,  F  921 ;  at,  T.  iii. 

33;  ot  T.  iii.  18;  as  regards,  E  1424; 

afi;ainst,  T.  ii.  865;    towards,   4.    298; 

binding  on,  la  4^ ;  hir  on,  upon  her,  3. 

1217;  on  eve,  in  the  evening,  £  1214;  on 

reste,  at  rest,  F  379. 
On,  one ;  see  0<m. 
Onde,  s.  envy,  R.  148.    A.  S.  anda, 
,  Oneden,  pt  pL  united,  I  193 ;  pp.  united, 

complete,  D  1968. 
Ones,  adv.  once,  B  588 ;  united  in  design, 

c 

On- 

sl 

On-. 

Oo.  one ;  see  Oon. 

Ook,  5.  oak,  A  1702;  Oke,  dai.  3.  447; 
{coUecHvehi) ,  oaks,  R.  1384. 

Oon,  one,  R.  624;  always  the  same,  the 
same,  one  and  the  same.  B  214a;  united, 
agreed,  T.  ii.  1740;  alone,  unwedded,  D 
66 ;  the  same,  i.  e.  of  small  consequence, 
3.  1295;  the  same  thing,  alike,  F  537: 
oon  the  fcUresie,  one  of  the  Purest,  E 
212;  in  oon,  in  the  same  state,  un- 
changeably; ever  in  oon,  ever  alike, 
alwa^  in  the  same  manner,  £  602; 
contmually,  D  209 ;  oon  and  oon,  one  by 
one,  A  679 ;  after  oon,  equally  good,  A 
341;  that  oon,  one  thing,  T.  iv.  1453; 
the  one,  C  666 ;  many  oon,  many  a  one, 
A  317,  E  77s ;  felle  at  oon,  came  to  one 
agreement,  T.  iii  565;  many  on,  many 
a  one,  D  680;  everich  on,  ^^ttxy  one,  B 
1 164 ;  Oo,  one,  G  207 ;  a  single,  R.  1236 ; 
one  and  the  same,  3. 1993. 

Ooned,  pp.  united,  B  4.  p  6.  81. 

Open-era,  s.  fruit  of  the  medlar,  A  3871. 

Open-heeded,  with  head  uncovered,  D 

645. 
Ople,  s.  opium,  A  1472 ;  Opies,//.  opiates, 

L.  2670. 
Opned,  pp.  opened,  T.  iii.  469. 
Opposen,  v.  oppose ;   o.  me,  lay  to  my 

charge,  D  1597. 
Oppresse,  v.  suppress,  10.  60 ;  violate,  F 

141 1 ;  ger.  to  put  down,  G  4. 


Oppresaloun,  s.  oppression,  wrong,  L. 
2592;  tyranny,  10.  19;  violation,  L. 
1868. 

Or,  conj.  ere,  G  314. 

Or,  prep,  before,  R.  864. 

Or,  conJ.  or,  A  91,  &c. ;  Or  . . .  or,  either 
...  or,  R.  261. 

Oratorie,  s.  closet  for  prayers,  A  1905. 

Ordal,  s.  ordeal,  T.  iii.  1046. 

OT^e^dat.  point,  L.  645.  A.  S.  ord.  And 
see  word. 

Ordenee,  adj.  well-ordered,  B  4.  p  i.  46. 

Orden^ly,  adv.  conformably,  in  order, 
B4.p6.313. 

Ordenour,  s.  ruler,  B  3.  p  12. 102. 

Ordeyned,  pp.  provided,  A  2553;  ap- 
pointed, F  177;  prepared,  G  1277; 
ordered,  I  336;  (=  oraeynee),/>^.  regu- 
lated. T.  i.  802. 

Ordlnaat,  adj.  orderly,  E  1284. 

Ordlnatly,  adj.  methodically,  I  1045. 

Ordinaunce,  s.  arrangement,  A  3012; 
provision,  B  250;  orderly  arrangement. 
A  2567 :  consideration,  18.  38 ;  order,  B 
2303;   resolve,  B  2258;   command,  10. 

Ordred,  pp.  as  adj.  ordained,  I  782. 

Ordure,  s.  filthiness,  I  841;  rubbish,  T. 
V.  385. 

Ore,  s.  grace;  iAyn  o.,  (I  pray  for)  thy 
grace,  A  3726.    A.  S.  or. 

Ore,  s.  ore  (of  metal),  D  1064.    A.  S.  or. 

Ores,  s.  pi.  oars,  L.  2308. 

Orfrays,  s.  gold  embroidery,  gold  braid, 
fringe  with  golden  threads,  R.  462,  869, 
1076.    A.  F.  orfreis,  O.  F.  or/rots. 

Orgrans,  s.pl. '  organs,'  the  old  equivalent 
of  organ,  G  134. 

OrsTon,  //.  as  sing,  organ  (Lat.  organa),  B 
4041. 

Orient,  s.  east,  A  1494. 

Orient^,  adj.  eastern ;  (hence)  of  supe- 
rior quality,  L.  221. 

Orisonte,  s.  horizon,  T.  v.  276. 

Orisoun,  s.  prayer.  A  2^2. 

Orizon  rectum,  or  right  horizon.  A.  ii.  26. 
35.  This  means  the  horizon  of  anv 
place  situate  on  the  equator,  which 
could  be  represented  by  a  straight  line 
upon  a  disc  of  the  astrolabe. 

Orlogre,  s.  clock,  5.  350 ;  B  4044. 

Orphelin,  adj.  orphaned.  B  2.  p  3.  33. 

Orpiment,  s.  orpiment.  G  759,  774,  823. 
'  Orpiment,  trisulphide  of  arsenic  ; 
Webster. 

Oruscupum,  i.  e.  horoscope.  A.  ii.  3.  rubric. 

Osanne.  i.  e.  Hosannah.  B  642. 

Ost,  s,  host,  army,  L.  1906. 
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Ostelments,  s,  pi.  furniture,  household 
goods,  B  3.  p  5.  135.  (L.  supelUcHlis), 
Cf.  F.  outil. 

Ostesse,  s.  hostess,  B  4.  m  3.  23. 

Otes.  s.pl.  (oO  oats,  D  1963. 

Other,  adj\  second,  R.  953, 976;  the  other, 
A  427;  what  o.,  what  else,  T.  i.  799; 
that  o.,  the  other,  F  496;  Other,  pi. 
others,  R.  1304;  Othere,  pi.  other.  A 
794;  others,  HF.  2151;  gen.  pi.  others', 
HF.  2153;  Otheres,  gen.  sing,  each 
other's  (lit.  of  the  other),  C  476. 

Other,  conj.  or,  3.  810;  Other  ...  or, 
either  ...  or,  G  1149. 

Other- whyle,  adv.  sometimes,  B  2.  p  i. 
120. 

Ouohe,  s.  nouch,  clasp,  D  743.  See  Nou- 
chiB. 

Ouffht,  s,  anything,  3.  459 ;  as  adv.  at  all, 
T.  ii.  268 ;  tn  ought  that,  in  as  £u-  as,  T. 
iii.  1241. 

Ouffhtestow,  oughtest  thou,  L.  1957. 

Oule,  5.  owl,  D  108 1. 

Oules,  pi.  awls;  spiked  irons  for  tor- 
menting men,  D  1730.    A.  S.  aweL 

Ounces,  //.  small  portions,  A  677 ;  ounces, 
G756. 

Ounded,  pp.  wavy,  T.  iv.  736. 

Oundin^e,  s.  adornment  with  waved 
lines,  1  417. 

Oundy,  adj.  wavy,  HF.  1386.    F.  ondi. 

Out,  adv.  out.  A  45,  &c. ;  used  for  come 
out,  HF.  2139:  go  out,  T.  iv.  210;  fully, 
T.  iii.  417 ;  mordre  wil  out,  murder  will 
out,  B  1766 ;  Out  and  out,  entirely,  T.  ii. 

^739. 

Out,  mterj.  alas  I  A  3825 ;  Out !  harrow  I 

B4570. 
Out  of,  prep,  vdthout,  C  157 ;  out  of,  A 

452. 
Out-breke,  v.  break  out,  break  silence, 

2.  12. 
Out-breste,  v.  burst  out,  T.  iv.  237. 
Out-brinsre,  v.  utter,  L.  1835. 
Outcast,  pp.  cast  out.  T.  v.  615. 
Out-caughte,  pt.  s.  drew  out,  B  1861. 
Out-drawe,  pp.  drawn  out.  T.  iv.  1226. 
Oute,  adv.  away,  T.  v.  553;   out,  i.  e. 

uttered,  D  977. 
Out  en,  V.  put  out,  utter,  exhibit,  G  834; 

utter,  E  2438 ;  Oute,  i  pr.  s.  utter,  offer, 

D  521.    A.  S.  utian. 
Outereste,  adj.  superl.  uttermost,    far- 
thest, B  2.  m  6. 17. 
Outerly,  adv.  utterly,  entirely,  E  335. 
Outfleyinfire,  s.  flying  out,  HF.  1523. 
Out-hees,  s.  outcry,  hue  and  cry,  alann, 

A  2012. 


Outher,  cottf.  either,  R.  25a 
Outherwhyle,  adv.  sometimes,  B  3733, 

Outiaiidish,  adj.  foreign,  9.  22. 
Outrafire,  s.  excess  (/lurar),  B  2.  m  5.  5; 

cruelty,  injustice,  A  2012. 
OutraflreouB.  adj.  excessive,  B  9180;  im- 
moderate. I  743;  violent,  rampant,  R. 

174 ;  excessively  bold,  R.  1257. 
OutrasreouBly,  adv.  excessively,  A  3998. 
Outrance,  s.  great  hurt,  excessive  injury, 

24.  26. 
Ou&aye,  v.  lose  temper,  E  643.    O.  F. 

outreer,  to  surpass. 
Outrely,  adj.  utterly,  B4419;  entirely.  B 

2943,  3^3 :  decidedly,  B  2210. 
Out-riDffe,  v.  ring  out,  T.  iii.  1237. 
Out-rood,  //.  s.  rode  out,  T.  v.  604. 
Out-rydere,  s.  rider  abroad.  A  166.  The 

name  of  a  monk  who  rode  to  inspect . 

granges,  &c. 
Out-sprlDflre,  v.  come  to  light,  T.  i.  745 ; 

Out-sprong, //.  s.  spread  abroad,  Cm. 
Out-sterte,//.//.  started  out.  B  4237. 
Out-strauflrnte,  //.  /.  stretched  out,  R. 

Out-taken,  pp.  excepted.  B  277. 
Out-twyne,  2  pr.  pi.  twist  out.  utter,  12. 

II. 
Out-wende,  v.  proceed,  HF.  1645. 
Over,  prep,  above,  R.  1475;   beyond.  D 

1661;  besides,  F  137;  Over  hir  might, 

to  excess.  C  468. 
Over,  adj'.  upper,  A  133 ;  Overest,  suptrL 

uppermost,  A  29a 
Over-al,  adv.  everywhere,  A  216,  249, 

1207 ;  in  all  directions.  T.  i.  928 ;  on  all 

sides,  D  264;   in  every  way.  E  2129; 

throughout,  E  1048;    Over  al  and  al, 

beyond  every  other,  3.  1003. 
Over-blowe,  pp.  past,  L.  1287. 
Overcaste,  v.  overcast,  sadden,  A  1536.  ' 
Overcomer,  s.  conqueror,  B  i.  m  2. 15. 
Overdoon,  pp.  carried  to  excess,  G  645. 
Over-^t,  adj.  worked  over  with  gold, 

R.873. 
Over-flTOOn,  v.  pass  away,  T.  L  846 ;  over- 
spread, B  2.  p  7. 42. 
Overkervetn,  pr.  s,  cuts  across,  crosses, 

A.  i.  21.  90. 
Overlad,/^.  put  upon,  B  3101.    Lit  led 

over. 
Overlade,  v.  overload,  L.  621. 
Overllflrht,  adj.  too  feeble,  B  4.  m  3. 34. 
Over-loked,  pp.  perused,  3.  232. 
Overlyeth,  pr.  s.  lies  upon,  I  575. 
Over-passeth,  pr.  s.  surpasses,  b  5.  p  6u 

117. 
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Over-rauflrbte,  pt,  s.  reached  over.  Aemcf, 
ui^ed  on,  T.  v.  1018. 

Over-shake,/^,  shaken  off.  5.  681. 

Overshote,  /^. ;  Aad  <wtrshoU  hem,  had 
over-run  the  scent,  3.  383. 

Over-sklpte,  i  //.  s,  skipped  over, 
omitted,  3.  i9o8. 

Oversloppe,  s.  upper-garment,  G  633. 
Cf.  I  eel.  yjirstoppr,  an  upper  garment 
See  Sloppes. 

Oversprede,  v.  spread  over,  cover,  E 
1799;  Over-sprat,  pr.  s.  over-spreadeth, 
T.  ii.  767 ;  Overspradde,  /A  s.  covered, 
A  2871. 

Oversprinsre,  pr.  s,  sufy'.  overpass,  F 
io6a 

Overtake,  v.  overtake,  attain  to,  G  682; 
Overtook,  i  //.  s.  caught  up,  3.  360. 

Overte,  ad/,  open,  HF.  718. 

Overthrows,  v.  be  overturned,  be  ruined, 
HF.  1640. 

Over-throwinffe,  adf.  overwhelming,  B 
I.  m  a.  a;  headlong  (Lat.  praecipiti)^ 
B  2.  m  7. 1 ;  headstrong  (jLat-  pr^cipiti) , 
B  I.  m  6.  25 :  revolving,  B  3.  m  12.  43. 

Overthrowinere,  s.  falling  down,  B  2755 ; 
pi,  destruction  (I^t.  ruinis),  B  2.  m  4. 17, 

Overthwart,  adv,  across,  A  1991 ;  op- 
posite, T.  iii.  685 ;  askance,  R.  292. 

Overtymellche,  adv.  untimely,  B  i.  m 
I.  18. 

Over-whelveth,  pr.  s.  overturns,  turns 
over,  agitates,  B  2.  m  3.  17. 

Owen,  V.  owe,  own,  possess;  Oweth, 
pr.  s.  owns,  possesses,  C  361;  Oweth, 
pr.  s.  refi.  it  is  incumbent  (on  him), 
L.  360  a\  Oghte,  i  //.  s.  ought,  4.  216; 
Oughtestow,  2  pt.  s.  oughtest  thou,  T. 
V.  545 ;  L.  1957 ;  Oghte,  pt  s.  impers.  it 
were  necessary,  B  2188;  him  orhie,  he 
ought.  L.  377;  it  became  him,  B  1097; 
hir  oghte,  became  her.  E  1120;  us  oghte, 
it  behoved  us,  we  ought,  i.  119;  hem 
OFhte,  they  oueht,  G  1340;  us  oghte 
(subj.),  it  should  behove  us,  we  ought, 
E  1 150;  Oghte,  pt.  s.  owed,  L.  589; 
ought,  A  505 ;  Owed,  pp.  due,  B  4.  p 
5.18. 

Owene,  adj.  def.  own,  C  834 :  myn  oxoene 
woman,  independent,  T.  ii.  750:  his 
owne  hand,  with  his  own  hand,  A  3624. 

Owh,  interj.  alas,  B  i.  p  6.  25. 

Owher,  adv.  anywhere,  A  653. 

Oxe,  J.  ox,  C  354 ;  Oxes,  gen.  E  207 ;  Oxen, 
//.  A  887. 

Oxe-stalle,  s.  ox-stall,  E  398. 

Oynement,  s.  ointment,  unguent,  A  631. 

Oynons,  //.  onions,  A  634. 


P. 

Paas,  s.  pace,  step,  L.  284 ;  goon  a  pads, 
go  at  a  footpace,  C  866. 

Pace,  V.  pass,  go,  A  1602;  pass,  T.  i.  371 ; 
go  away,  15.  9 ;  pass  away,  A  17^ ;  sur- 
pass, go  beyond,  T.  iii.  1272;  walk,  T.  v. 
1791:  overstep,  HF.  392;  come,  HF. 
720 ;  p.  of,  pass  over,  T.  ii.  1568 ;  of  this 
thing  to  p.,  to  pass  this  over  in  review, 
HF.  239;  to  pace  of,  to  pass  from,  B 
205;  \pr.  s.  pass  over  (it),  go  on,  HF. 
135$;  proceed,  go  on,  A  36;  i  pr.  s. 
sub},  depart,  F  494;  2  pr.  s.  subj.  go, 
D911. 

PalUet,  s.  pallet,  T.  iii.  229. 

Paire,  s.  pair.  A  473 ;  set,  A  159 ;  /w  pL 
pairs,  5.  238.  {Pair,  in  the  sense  of 
'  set,'  is  applied  to  many  things  of  the 
same  kind  and  size.) 

Paisible,  adj.  peaceable,  9.  i. 

Palasye,  s.  palsy,  R.  1098. 

Pale,  s.  perpendicular  stripe,  HF.  1840. 

Palestral,  adj.  athletic,  pertaining  to 
wrestling,  T.  v.  304. 

Paleth,  pr.  s.  renders  pale,  B  2.  m  3.  3. 

Paleys-,  or  Paleis  -  chaumbres,  pi. 
palace-chambers,  9.  41. 

Paleys-iTCtrdyn,  palace-garden.  T.  ii.  508. 

Paleys-ward,  to,  toward  the  palace,  T. 
ii.  1252. 

Paleys-yates,  //.  gates  of  the  palace. 
4.  82. 

Palinere,  s.  adorning  wth  (heraldic) 
pales,  or  upright  stripes,  I  417. 

Palls,  5.  palisade,  stockade.  B  i.  p  6.  41 ; 
paling,  rampart,  B  i.  p  3.  86.  O.  F. 
Palis,  paleis. 

Palled,  pp.  pale,  languid,  H  55. 

P8«l,  s.  brain-pan.  skull,  A  1165. 

Panade,  s.  kind  of  knife,  A  3939,  3960. 

Panler,  s.  pannier,  E  1568;  //.  baskets 
for  bread,  HF".  1939. 

Panne,  s.  pan,  A  3944. 

Panter,  s.  bag-net  for  birds,  L.  131 ;  pi. 
nets.  R.  1621.    O.  Y.pantiere. 

Papejay ,  s.  popinjay,  B 1559, 1957.  E  2332 ; 
applied  in  England  to  the  green  wood- 
pecker {Gecinus  viridis). 

Paper,  s.  account-book,  A  4404. 

Paper-whyt,  adj.  white  as  paper,  L. 
1 198. 

Paplngray,  s.  popinjay,  R.  81.  See  Pape- 
jay. 

Par  amour ;  see  Paramour. 

Par  cas,  by  chance,  C  885. 

Par  companye,  for  company.  A  3839.  4167. 

Paradys,  s.  paradise,  R.  443. 
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Par6flre,  J.  kindred,  birth,  D  250;  rank, 

D  1 190. 

Paraments, //.  mantles,  splendid  cloth- 
ing, A  3501.    See  Parements. 

Paramour,  {forpar amour), adv.  for  love, 
B  9033:  longingly,  B  1933;  with  devo- 
tion, A  1 155;  Paramours,  passionately, 
T.  V.  332;  A  21 12;  with  excessive 
devotion,  Ln  260  a ;  by  way  of  passionate 
love,  T.  V.  158 ;  /or  /.,  tor  the  sake  of 
passion,  E 1450 ;  for  paramours,  for  love's 
sake,  A  3354. 

Paramour,  j.  (i)  concubine,  wench,  D 
454 :  P^*  ^  3756 ;  lovers,  paramours,  T. 
ii.  236;  Paramour  (2),  love-making,  A 

437a. 
Paraunter,  perhaps,  L.  362. 
Paraventure,  peradventure,  perhaps,  F 

955- 
Paircel,  j.  part,  F  852;  small  part,  2. 106. 
Parchemm,  s.  parchment,  B  5.  m  4. 14. 
Pardee,  {Y.par  Ditu),  a  common  oath, 

A  §63,  3084 ;  Pardieux,  T.  i.  197. 
Pardoner,  s,  seller  of  indulgences,  A 


.543.  C^i8. 

,   dj,  miiv  <  _ 
Parements,  s,pi.  rich  hangings  or  oma- 


Pareeri 


al,  i 


,  fully  equal,  T.  v.  84a 


ments,  (applied  to  a  chamber),  L.  1106; 

F  269.    See  Paraments. 
Parentele,  j.  kinship.  I  908. 
Parfey,  by  my  faith,  in  faith,  HF.  938. 
Parflt.  adj,  perfect.  A  72, 422. 
Parfltly,  adv,  perfectly,  K.  771 ;  wholly, 

B2381. 
Parfoume,  v.  perform,    B   2402;    Par- 

foume,  ger,  to   fulfil,    B  3137;  /.  1^, 

complete.  D  2961. 
Parfouminfire,  s,  performance,  I  807. 
Parisshens,//.  parishioners,  A  482. 
Paritorie,  s,  pellitory,   ParUtaria  ojici- 

nalis,  G  581. 
Parlement,  s.  (i)  deliberation,  decision 

due  to  consultation,  A  1306;  (2)  par- 
liament,   T.    iv.    143;   p,    of    Briddes, 

Parliament  of  Birds,  I  1086. 
Parodle,  s,  period,  duration.  T.  v.  1548. 

(A  curious    confusion    of  parddie  (so 

pronounced)  viMh  period,) 
Parsoneres,  s,  pi,  partners,   partakers, 

B  s.  p  5-  loi- 

Parten,  v,  share,  T.  i.  589;  gtr.  To  p. 
with,  participate  in,  L.  465;  i  pr,  s, 
part,  depart.  T.  i.  5  ;  Parteth,  pr,  s, 
departs,  L.  359;  Parted, /^^.  dispersed, 
T.  i.  960;  gone  away,  taken  away,  L. 
Ilia 

Parteners,  s.  pL  partners,  partakers,  I 


PartiniT-f elawea,  s,  pU  feUow-partakers, 

Part-lea,  cuij,  without  his  share,  B  4.  p  3. 
44. 

Partrich,  j.  partridge,  A  349. 

Party,  adv,  partly,  A  1053. 

Party e,  J.  portion,  A  3008;  partial  um- 
pire, taker  of  a  side,  A  9657 ;  portion, 
T.  ii.  394. 

Pafrvrys,  s,  church-porch,  A  31a 

Pas,  s,  pace,  B  399;  step,  D  2162;  dis- 
tance. R.  525 ;  foot-pace.  A  825 ;  grade, 
degree.  4.  134;  grade.  I  532 ;  passage, 
B  2635 ;  a  pas,  at  a  footpace,  T.  iu  697, 
V.  60;  F  388;  //.  paces,  yards.  A  1890; 
thousand  pas,  a  mile,  B  i.  p  4.  27a 

Paasaffe,  s,  period,  R.  406. 

Passant,  pres,  pt,  as  adj,  surpassing,  A 
2107. 

Passen,  ger,  to  surpass,  exceed,  conquer, 
A  3089;  overcome,  L.  162;  outdo,  G 
857 ;  pr,  s,  passes  away,  F  404 ;  Paste. 
(t,  s,  passed.  T.  ii.  658;  passed  by,  T. 
ii.  398;  Passing,  pres,  pt.  surpassing, 
A  2885;  pp,  past,  spent,  E  610;  sur- 
passed, 7.  82;  passed  by,  5.  81;  over- 
blown, gone  off,  R.  1682. 

Passinsr,  adj,  excellent,  F  999;  extreme, 
E  1225. 

Paesioun,  s.  suffering,  B  1175;  passion, 
I.  162;  passive  feeling,  impression,  B 
5.  m4.52. 

Pastee,  s.  pasty,  A  ^346. 

Patrimoine,  s,  patnmony,  I  790. 

Patroun,  s,  patron,  4.  275;  protector,  7. 
4;  pattern,  3. 910. 

Pawmes,^/.  palms  (of  the  hand),  T.  iii 
1114. 

Paz,  s.  the  *  osculatorium,'  or  '  paxbrede,* 
a  disk  of  metal  or  other  substance,  used 
at  Mass  for  the  *  kiss  of  peace,'  I  407. 

Pay,  s,  pleasure.  5.  271 ;  more  to  pay^  so 
as  to  give  more  satisfaction,  5.  474. 

Pays,  V,  pay,  A  806;  //.  j.  A  539:  >^. 
satisfied,  pleased,  9.  3;  holdt  her  pe^ 
think  herself  satisfied,  3.  969. 

Payen,  adj,  pagan.  A  937a 

Payens,  s,pl.  pagans,  L.  786. 

Payndemayn,  s,  bread  of  a  peculiar 
whiteness.  B  1915.  Lat  poms  Domisti- 
cus. 

Payne,  s,  pain;  dide  kis  payne,  took 
pains,  F.  73a 

Payre,  s,  a  pair,  R.  1386 ;  Paire,>A  pairs, 
R.1698. 

Pece,  s,  piece,  5. 149  \pl,  pieces,  T.  L  833. 

Peches,//.  peaches,  R.  1374. 

Pecok,  s,  peacock,  5. 356. 
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Peook-arwes,  //.  arrows  with  peacocks' 

feathers.  A  104. 
Peounlal,  adf.  pecuniary.  D  131^ 
Pees,  s.  peace,  A  53a,  1447;  m  p.,  in 

silence,  B  338. 
Pees,  peace !  hush !  be  still  t  B  836. 
Pekke,  s,  peck  (quarter  of  a  bushel).  A 

4010. 
Pekke.  imp,  s.  peck.  pick.  B  4157. 
Pel,  s.  peel,  small  castle.  HF.  131a    O.  F. 

pel;  from  LaU  ace.  paJum. 
Pelet,  /.  pellet,  stone  cannon-ball.  HF. 

1643. 
Peoaunt,  s.  a  penitent,  one  who  does 

penance.  B  3154. 
Penoel  (i),s.  pencil,  brush.  A  9049. 
Penoel  (a),  s.  small  banner,  sleeve  worn 

as  a  token,  T.  v.  1043.  Short  ioTpenomcel. 
P^nible,  a4/^  painstaking,  B  3490;  Pent- 

ble,  careful  to  please,  E  714 ;  Penyble. 

inured,  D  1846. 
Penitauncer,  j.  confessor  who  assigns  a 

penance.  I  1008. 
Penitence,  s.  penance,  I  loi,  ia6. 
Penne,  s,  pen.  quill.  L.  3^57. 
Penner,  s.  pen-case.  E  1879. 
Penoun,  s,  pennon,  ensign  or  small  flag 

borne  at  the  end  of  a  lance.  A  978. 
Pens ;  see  Peny. 
Peny,  s,  penny,  R.451;  money,  A  4119; 

Penyes,  pL  pence,  R.   189;    Pens.  //. 

pence.  C  376. 
Per  cos,  by  chance.  L.  1967. 
Per  coMse^ens,  consequently.  D  3193. 
Peraventure,  adv.  perhaps,  HF.304;  C 

Percen,  v.  pierce,  B  3014 ;  pr,  /.  pierces 

with  his  gaze,  5.  331. 
Perohe,  s,  perch  (for  birds  to  rest  on), 

A  3304 ;  wooden  bar,  R.  335 ;  a  horizon- 
tal rod,  A.  ii.  ^.  44.    LaU  pertua, 
Percinjgre,  s, ;  for  percinge  =  to  prevent 

any  piercing.  B  3053. 
Perdurable,   ad/,    everlasting,    eternal, 

B  3699;  Perdurables,  tf^^'.//.  everlasting, 

I  811. 
Perdnrabletee,  s.  immortality,  B  3.  p  7. 

63,  103. 
Pere  s.  peer,  equal.  B  3344,  F  678. 
Pereffryn,  a^y.  peregrine,  i.  e.  foreign, 

F438. 
Pere-Jonette,  s.  a  kind   of  early-ripe 

pear,  A  3348. 
Peres,  //.  pears.  R.  1375.  E  3331. 
Perflt,  adj.  complete,  A.  i.  18. 4. 
Perfltiy,  adv.  perfectly,  A.  pr.  si. 
Perfoume,  ^er.  to  perform,  B  3356 ;  be 

equivalent  to,  A.  ii.  la  16. 


Peril,  J.  B  3673;  M  p,  in  danger,  4. 108; 

"P^  ^y  /•.  (I  «y  it)  at  my  peril,  D 

561. 
Perisse,  v.  perish,  I  354. 
Perle,  s.  pearl,  L.  331. 
Perled,  pp.  fitted  with  pearl-like  drops, 

A  3351. 
Perr66,   s.   jewellery,    precious    stones, 

gems,  B  3495. 3ssa 
PenTftt,  s.  jewellery,  A  3936;  Perrie,  HF. 

1393- 
Pers,    adj.  of  Persian   dye,    light-blue, 

R.67. 
Pers,  /.  stuff  of  a  sky-blue  colour,  A  439, 

617. 
Pers^veraunoe,  s.  endurance,  T.  i.  44 ; 

constancy,  3.  1007. 
Persevere,  v,  continue,  D  {\B\  pr.  s. 

lasts.  C  407. 
Pers^vermffe,  s.  perseverance,  G  117. 
Persly,  s.  parsley,  A  4W. 
Persons,  s.  person,  'figure,  T.  ii.  701; 

P^rsoun.  parson,  A  ^78. 
Pert,  adf.  forward,  frisky,  A  3950.    Short 

for  aperf. 
Pertinacie,  s.  pertinaciousness,  I  391. 
Pertinent,  adj.  fitting,  B  3304. 
Pertourbe,  j^er.  to  perturb.  T.  iv.  561. 
Perturbacioun,  s.  trouble.  B  i.  p  i.  98. 
Perturbinere,  s.  perturbation.  D  3354. 
Pervenke,  s.  periwinkle,  R.  903;   Per- 

vinke,  R.  1433. 
Pesen,  p/.  peas.  L.  648. 
Pesible,  adj.  calm.  B  i.  p  5.  3. 
Pestilence,  s.  the  (great)  pestilence,  A 

443.  C  679 ;  curse.  B  4600,  D  1364. 
Peter,  infer;',  by  St.  Peter.  B  1404.  G  665. 
Pesme,  s.  pain  of  torture,  A  1133,  T.  i. 

674;    in   the  p.,  under  torture.  T.  iii. 

1503 ;  care,  F  509 ;  toil,  G  i^ ;  penalty, 

B  3041;   endeavour.  R.  705;   penance, 

B  9939 ;  upon  p.,  under  a  penal^.  £  586. 
Pesme,  v.  rejl.  take  pains,  endeavour.  B 

4495:  put  (myselQ  to  trouble.  HF.  346; 

Peyne.  i  pr.  s,  reJl.  take  pains.  C  330. 

395 ;  Peyned  hir.  pt.  s.  rejl.  took  pains, 

A  139,  E  976;  Peyned  hem,//,  pi.  reJl. 

R.  107. 
Peynte,  v.  paint,  C  13;  colour  highly, 

HF.  346 ;  smear.  L.  875 ;  do  /.,  cause  to 

be  painted,  %.  359;  pt.  s.  F  560;  Peynted, 

pp.  painted.  L.  1039;  Peynt,  pp.  R.  348. 
Peyntour,  s.  painter.  T.  li.  1041. 
Peynture,  s.  p)ainting,  C  33. 
Peyre,  s.  pair.  A  3131 ;  a  set  (of  similar 

thinc^).  D  17^1. 
Peysible,  ad/,  tranquil,  B  3.  m  9.  51* 

(L.  tranquiila.) 


D3 
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Peytrel,  s.    poitrel,   breast-piece   of  a 
horse's  harness;    properly,  the  breast- 

Flate  of  a  horse  in  armour,  G  564 ;  //. 
433.    A.  Y.peitrel,  LaL  pectoraU. 
Phltonesses,  pL  pythonesses,  witches, 

HF.  ia6i. 
[Physices,  j^en.  of  physics,  or  natural 

philosophy,  B  1189.    Lat.  physices,  gen. 

oi  physue,  natural  philosophy.     (I  pro- 
pose this  reading.)] 
Plch,  s.  pitch,  A  3)^31, 1  854. 
Pl^tee,  s.  pity,  T.  iii.  1033,  v.  1598. 
Pldtous,  odK  piteous,   sad,  T.  iii.  1444; 

sorrowftil,  T  v.  451 ;  mercijful,  F  ao. 
PlerGres-nyo  (lit.  pig's  eye),  a  dear  little 

thing,  A  3268. 
Plffhte,^/.  s.  rejl,  pitched,  fell.  A  9680; 

//.  s,  subj.  should  pierce,  should  stab. 

I.  163  (out  this  is  almost  certainly  an 

error  ioxprighte,  pt.  s.  subj.  oiprikke). 
Piked,//.  J.  stole,  L  2467. 
Plkerel,  J.  a  young  pike  (fish),  E  1419. 
Pllohe,  s.  a  warm  nirred  outer  garment, 

aa4. 
Pile,  ger,  to  pillage,  plunder,  I  769;  v, 

rob,  despoil,  D  136a. 
Piled,  pp.  deprived  of  hair,  very  thin, 

A  627;  bare,  bald  (lit.  peeled),  A  3935. 
Pileer,  s.  pillar,  HF.  1421. 
Pilled,  pp.  robbed.  L.  1262. 
Pllours,  pi.  robbers,  pillagers,  A   1007, 

loao. 
Pilwe,  5.  pillow,  E.  2004. 
Pilwe-beer,  s.  pillow-case,  A  694. 
Piment,  s.  sweetened  wine.  A  3378. 
Pin,  s,  pin,  small  peg.  F  127,  316;  fisisten- 

ing.  brooch,  A   196;   thin   wire,  A.  ii. 

38.  8 ;  Hangeth  on  a  joly  pin.  is  merry. 

E  1^16. 
Pincne,  v.  find  foult  (with),  pick  a  hole 

(in),  A  326;  Pinchest  at.  2pr.s.  blamest, 

10.  57 ;  pp.  closely  pleated,  A  151. 
Piper,  s.  as  adj.  suitable  for   pipes  or 

horns,  5,  178. 
Plssemyre,  s.  pismire,  ant,  D  1825. 
Pistel,  s.  epistle,  E  1154;  message,  sen- 
tence, D.  I02I. 
Pit,  pp.  put  (Northern),  A  4088. 
Pitsunce,  s.  pittance,  A  224. 
Pitee,  s.  pity.  i.  68 ;  Pite  were,  it  would 

be  a  pity  (if) .  3.  1266. 
Pith,  s.  strength,  R.  401 ;  D  475. 
Pit6u8,  Pftous,  adj.  compassionate,  A 

143;   merciful,  C  226;   pitiful,  A  953; 

plaintive.     R.    89,   497:     mournful.    R. 

420;    piteous,   sad,  sorrowful,   A    955: 

pitiable,  B  3673 ;    Pitous*.  fern,  full  of 

compassion,  L.  2582. 


Pltously,  adv.  piteously,  B  1059 ;  pitiably. 

B  3799;  sadly.  A  1117. 
Place,    s.  place,    A    623;    manor-house 

(residence  of  a  chief  person  in  a  small 

town  or  village),  B  1910,  D  1768. 
Placebo,  vespers  of  the  dead,  so  called 

from  the  mitial  word  of  the  antiphon 

to  the  first  psalm  of  the  office  (see  Ps. 

cxiv.  9  in  the  Vulgate  version),  I  617 ;  a 

song  of  flattery,  D  2075. 
Plssres,  s.  pi.  regions.  B  543 ;  quarters  of 

the  compass,  A.  i.  5. 12. 
Plain,  adj.:  see  Playn. 
Plane,  s.  plane-tree,  A  2922. 
Planed,  //.  s,  planed,  made  smooth,  D 

1758- 
Plante,  s.  slip,  cutting,  D  763;  piece  of 

cut  wood,  R.  929. 
Piastres,  5.  pi.  plasters,  F  636. 
Plat.  adj.  flat,  certain,  A  1845;    Platte. 

dot,  flat  (side  of  a  sword),  F  162. 164. 
Plat,  adv.  flat,  B  1865;  plainly,  B  886; 

fully,  T.  ii.  579. 
Plate,  s.  plate-armour,  9.  49;  stiff  iron 

defence   for  a    hauberk,  B    2055:    the 

•  sight '  on  the  '  rewle,'  A.  i.  13.  2. 
Plated,  pp.  covered  with  metal  in  plates, 

HF.  1345. 
Platly,  adv.  flatly,  plainly,  T.  iii.  786,  881. 
Plaunte,  s.  plant,  F  1032. 
Plaunte,  imp.  s.  plant,  T.  i.  964. 
Play  en  me,  v.  reJl.  to  amuse  myself,  R. 

"3- 
PlasrinfiT,  s.  sport.  R.  iix 
Playn,    adj.  smooth,  even,  R.  860;    in 

short  and  pi.,  in  brief,  plain  terms,  E 

577 ;  Plain,  flat,  H  229. 
Playn,  s.  plain,  B  24. 
Plede,  ger.  to  dispute.  B  2559. 
Plediner,  s.  pleading.  3.  615. 
Pledoures,  //.  pleaders,  lawyers,  R.  198. 
Plee,  s.  plea,  5. 485 :  pi.  suits.  5.  loi. 
Pleereres,  s.  pi.  pledges.  B  3018. 
Pleinedest,  2  pt.  s.  didst  complain,  B  4. 

p.  4. 168. 
Pleinte,  s.  complaint,  lament,  B  66. 
Plen^re,  adj.  plenary,  full,  L.  1607. 
Plentee,  s.  plenitude,  fulness,  I    1080; 

abundance,  R.  1434. 
Plentevous,  adj.  plentiful,  A  344. 
Plentevously,  adv.  plenteously.  B  2.  p  a. 

86. 
Plesaunce,  s.  pleasure.  C  219.  D  408 : 

delight,  A  2409 ;  pleasant  thing,  3.  773 ; 

pleasure,  will,  A  1571;  kindness,  E  iiii ; 

pleasing  behaviour.  F  509 ;  pleasantness. 

L.  1373 ;  happiness,  L.  1150 ;  arousemenr, 

F  713 ;  will,  delight,  B  149. 
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Pleaaunt,    adj.    pleasant,    satisfactory. 

pleasing,  A  138,  aaa. 
Plesen,  v.  please,  A  610,  F  707. 
Plesinffes,  adj.pL  pleasing,  B  711. 
Plesure,  s.  pleasure,  6.  ia6. 
P16te,  ger,  to  plead,  bring  a  law-suit,  T. 

ii.  1468. 
Pletlneres,  pi,  law-suits,  B  3.  p  3.  67. 
Pley,  s.  play,  sport.  A  1135 ;  dalliance.  4. 


178;  jesting,  I  539;  delusion,  3.  648; 
pi.  'games,  T.  v.  304;  plays,  D  558; 
funeral  games,  1\  v.  1490. 


Pleye,  v.  amuse  oneself,  B  3524,  3666; 
ger.  to  play,  be  playful,  be  amused,  A 
772:  to  amuse  (myselO,  B  3996;  to 
amuse  (ourselves),  L.  1495;  play  (on 
an  instrument),  A  236;    i/r.  j.  jest,  B 

3153 :  I  /^-  /'•  play.  B  1433 ;  pf-  pi-  f 

900;  //.  J.  played,  rejoiced,  T.  i.  1013: 

was  in  play,  3.  875 ;  Pleyd,  pp,  3.  618. 
Pleying^,  j.  amusement,  sport,  A  1061. 
PleyingrOi  adj.  playful,  B  3.  m  2.  27. 
Pleyn  (i),  <idj.  full,  A  2461;  complete, 

A  315,  337. 
Pleyn  {^),adj.  plain, clear,  L.  328 ;  honest," 

5.  528;    plain,  i.  e.  open,  A  987;   as  s. 

plam  (fact),  A  1091  ',pl.  smooth,  5.  180. 
Pleyn  (i),  adv.  full,  T.  v.  1818;  entirely, 

A  327. 
Pleyn  (2),  adv.  plainly,  A  790;  openly,  E 

637- 
Pleyne,  v,  complain,  lament.   B   1067; 

rtji.  6.  Co;  V.  to  whinny  (as  a  horse),  7. 

157 ;  pi.  upon,  cry  out  against,  L.  2525 ; 

I  fr.  s.  make  complaint,  L.  2513;  pp. 

said  by  way  of  complaint,  L.  326  a. 
PlesmlniTf  ^.  complaining,  lamenting,  3. 

599. 
Plejmly,  adv.  plainly,  openly,  {or,  fiilly), 

A  1733. 
Pleynte,  j.  plaint,  complaint,  2.  47;  PI. 

of  Kynde,  Complaint  of  Nature,  5,  316. 
PUerbte  (i),  pt.  s.  plucked,  drew,  T.  ii. 

1120;  pulled,  B  15;  pp.  plucked,  torn, 

D  790.    The  infin.  would  be  plicchen, 

variant  of  plukkUn  or  plukken. 
Pligrhte  (2).  I  pr.  s.  plight,  pledge,  F  1537 ; 

fl.  s.  L.  2466 ;  pp.  pledged,  C  702, 
Plomet,  s.  plummet,  heavy  weight,  A.  il. 

23.42. 
Plolhp-rewle,  s.  plummet-rule,  A.  ii.  38.  la 
Plouflrh-hanieys,  s.  harness  for  a  plough. 

L  e.  parts  of  a  plough,  as  the  share  and 

coulter,  A  3762. 
Ploumes,  s.pl.  plums,  R.  1375. 
Plouneren,  ger.  to  plunge,  bathe,  B  3.  p 

2.48. 
PlOlingry,  adj.  stormy,  rainy,  B  i.  m  3.  9. 


Plowman,  s.  ploughman,  E  799. 
Plukke,  V.  pluck,  pull,  T.  iv.  1403. 
Plye,  V.  ply,  mould,  £  1430 ;  bend,  E  1169. 
Plygrht,  pp.  plighted.  T.  iii.  78X 
Pljrt,  s.  plight,  T.  ii.  712.  1731 ;  condition, 

B  2338;  position.  T.  ii.  74;   Plyte.  dal. 

mishap,    wretched    condition,    5.    294; 

plight,  23.  19 ;  state,  G  952. 
Ply^,  ger.  to  fold.  T.  ii.   1204;  //.  s, 

turned  backwards  and  forwards.  T.  ii. 

697. 
PoepUsh,  popular,  T.  iv.  1677. 
Poesye,  s.  poetry.  T.  v.  179a 
Poinant,  adj.  poignant,  I  130. 131. 
Point,  Poynt,  s,  point,  A  114;  position, 

1  921 ;   in  point,  on  the  point  of,  about 

to,  B  331,  910;   at  pomt,  ready,  T.  iv. 

1638 ;  in  good  /.,  in  good  case,  A  200 ; 

fro  p.  to  f.,  from  b^innin^  to  end,  B 

2l^^i\  p.  for  p.,  in  eveiy  detail,  E  577. 
Point-devys ;  at  p.,  with  great  neatness, 

exactly,  carefully,  HF.  917;  A  3689,  F 

S6a 
Pointel,  s.  style,  i.  e.  stylus,  writing  im- 
plement, B  X.  p  I.  3. 
Poke.  s.  bag.  A  3780. 4278. 
Poked,  pt.  s.  incited.  T.  iii.  116;  nudged, 

A  4169. 
Pokets,  s.pl.  little  bags.  G  808. 
Pokkes,  s.pl.  pocks,  pustules,  C  358. 
Pol  (i).  s.  pole,  long  stick;  Pole,  <^.  Ln 

2202. 
Pol  (2),  J. pole  (of  the  heavens),  A. i.  14. 9. 
Polaz,  s.  pole-axe,  L.  64a. 
Polcat,  J.  polecat,  C  855. 
Policye,  s.  public  business,  C  600. 
PoUax,  s.  pole-axe,  A  2544. 
Polut,//.  polluted,  B  I.  p  4.  281. 
Pol]^ve,  s.  pulley,  F  184. 
Pomel,  5.  round  part,  top,  A  2689. 
Pomely,  adj.  marked  with  round  spots 

like  an  apple,  dapj^led,  A  616 ;  Pomely- 

gris,  dapple-gray,  U  559. 
Pomerarnettes,  s.  pi.  pomegranates,  R. 

1356. 

Pompe,  s.  pomp,  A  525. 

Pool,  s.  pole  ^of  the  heavens) ,  A.  i.  18. 20. 

Pope-Holy,  i.  e.  Hypocrisy,  R.  415. 

Popelote.  s.  poppet,  darling.  A  325^ 

Popet,  s.  puppet,  doll;  spoken  ironically, 
and  really  applied  to  a  corpulent  person, 
B  1891. 

Popinjay,  s.  popinjay,  R.  913. 

Popl6r,  jr.  poplar-tree,  A  2921;  (collec- 
tively) poplar-trees,  R.  1385. 

Popped,  pt.  s.  rejl.  tricked  herself  out, 
R.  1019. 

Popper,  s.  small  dagger,  A  3931. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


84 


SUtwsaxiBH  Inliex* 


Poraille,  j.jpoor  people,  A  247. 

Porche,  s.  Porch.  B  5.  m  4.  i. 

Pore,  adj.  poor,  L.  388. 

Poriame.  s,  corollary,  B  3.  p  10. 166. 

Porphtkrie,  s,  a  slab  of  porphyry  used  as 

a  mortar,  G  775. 
Port  (i),  s.  port,  carriage,  behaviour,  A 

69 ;  bearing,  mien,  L.  2453. 
Port  (2),  J.  haven,  T.  i.  526,  969. 
Portatif,  adj.  portable,  3. 53. 
Porthors,  s.  portesse,  breviary.  B  1321. 

From  porter,  to  carry,  hors,  abroad. 
Portoiirs,  fl.  porters,  T.  v.  1139. 
Portreiture,  s.  drawing,  picture^  R.  827 ; 

set  of  drawings,  A  1968 ;  picturing,  HF. 

131. 
PoPtroye,  v.  pourtrav,  depict,  i.    81; 

Portrayed,  pp.  painted  in  fresco,  R.  140 ; 

full  of  pictures,  R.  1077. 
Portreyinff ,  s,  a  picture,  A  1938. 
Pose,  s.  a  cold  in  the  head.  A  4152.  H  62. 

A.  S.ge-pose. 
Pose,  I  pr.  s.  put  the  case,  (will)  suppose, 

A  1162. 
Positif,  adj.  positive,  fixed,  A  1167. 
Positloun,    J.    supposition,    hypothesis, 

B  5.  p  ii.  48. 
PoBseiBsioners,  s.  pi.  men  who  are  en- 
dowed, D  1722. 
Possessioun,  s.  great  possessions,  wealth, 

F  686 :  endowments,  D  1926. 
Posseth,  pr.  s.  pusheth,  tosseth,  L.  2420. 
Post,  s,  support,  A  214 ;  pillar,  A  800. 
Postum,  s.  imposthume,  abscess,  B  3.  p  4. 

14. 
Pot&fire,  J.  broth,  B  3623,  C  368. 
Potente,  s.  crutch,  R.  3^8 ;  staff,  D  1776. 
Potestat,  s.  potentate,!)  2017. 
Pothec&rie,  s.  apothecary,  C  852. 
Pouche,  s.  pocket,  A  3931;  //.  money- 
bags, A  368. 
Poudre,  s.  dust,  HF.  536 ;  powder,  G  760 ; 

gunpowder,  HF,  1644. 
Poudred,  pp.  besprinkled,  R.  1436. 
Poudre-ineu*ohaunt,  s.  the  name  of  a 

kind  of  spice,  A  381. 
Pounage,  s.  pannage,  swine's  food,  9. 7. 
Pound,  //.  pounds,  A  454. 
Poune,  s.  pawn  at  chess,  3. 661. 
Pounsoned,  pp.  as  adj.  stamped,  pierced, 

I  421. 
Pounsoninere,  s.  punching  of  holes  in 

garments,  I  418. 
Pouped,  pt.  pi.  blew  hard,  puffed,  B  4589; 

pp.  blown,  H  9a 
Poure,  ger.  to  pore,  look  closely,  A  185 ; 

to  pore  over  (ith  R.  1640;  \  pr.pl.  (we) 

pore,  gaze  st^dily,  G  67a 


Poured,  pp.  poured,  R.  1148. 

Pourinsr,  J.  pouring  (in),  T.  iii.  1460. 

Pous,  s,  pulse,  T.  iii.  11 14. 

Poustee,  s.  power,  B  4.  p  5. 13. 

Povertee,  s.  poverty,  3.  410 ;  Pov^rte,  s. 
poverty,  T.  iv.  1520;  P6vert.  poverty, 
R.  450 ;  Pov^rt,  C  441. 

Povre,  adj.  poor,  R.  466,  A  225. 

Povre,  adj.  as  s,  poor,  Aetue  poverty,  10.  a. 

Povre,  adv.  poorly,  E  1043. 

Povrellcbe,  adj.  poorly,  in  poverty,  E  213, 
1055. 

Povrely,  adv.  in  poor  array,  A  1412. 

Povrest,  adj.  superl.  poorest.  C  449.  E  205. 

P03maunt,  adj.  pungent,  A  352,  B  4024. 

Poynt,  s.  sharp  point,  7.  211 ;  very  object, 
aim,  A  1501;  point,  bit  (of  it),  part.  R. 
1236:  a  stop,  G  1480;  t^  p.,  on  the 
pomt,  T.  iv.  1 153;  in  p.  is,  v&  on  the 
point,  is  ready,  i.  48 ;  Ji^o  p.  to  /.,  in 
every  point,  5.  461;  to  the  /.,  to  the 
point,  5.  372:  at  p.  devys,  exact  at  all 
points,  R.  830;  to  perfection,  exquisitely, 
R.  1215 ;  pi.  tags,  A  3322. 

Poynte,  ^.  to  describe.  T.  iii.  497 ;  pr. 
pi.  stab.  R.  1058;  pp.  pointed,  R.  944. 

Poyntel,  s.  style  for  writing,  D  1742. 

Practisour,  s.  practitioner,  A  422. 

Praktike,  s.  practice,  D  187. 

Praye,  s.  prey,  i.  64. 

Praye,  pr.  pi.  petition,  make  suit,  I  785. 

Prayiner,  s.  request,  prayer.  R.  1484. 

Preamble,  s.  D  831. 

Preambulacioun,  s.  preambling.  D  837. 

Precedent,  adj.  preceding.  A.  ii.  32. 4. 

Preche,  v.  preach.  A  481,  712;  Prcche- 
stow,  thou  preachest,  D  366. 

Prechour,  s.  preacher.  D  165. 

Preclousness,  s.  costliness.  1  446. 

Predestinee,  s.  predestination.  T.  iv.  966. 

Predicacioun,  s.  preaching,  sermon,  B 
1179. 

Preef,  s.  proof,  assertion,  D  247;  ex- 
perience, L.  528  a;  test,  proofs  G  968; 
the  test.  H  75. 

Prees,  s.  press,  crowd,  B  393.  646;  the 
throng  of  courtiers,  13. 4 ;  press  of  battle, 
9.  33 ;  in  p.,  in  the  crowd,  5.  603. 

Preessetn,  pr.  s.  throngs,  A  2580. 

Prefeotes,  gen.  prefect's,  G  369.  Lit. '  an 
officer  of  the  prefect's  (officers).*     • 

Preferre,  pr.  s.  subj,  precede,  take  pre- 
cedence of,  D  96. 

Preiffnant,  pres.  pt.  plain,  convincing, 
T.  iv.  1179. 

Preisen,  ger.  to  praise,  (worthy)  of  being 
praised,  R.  70 ;  v.  appraise,  estimate,  R. 
1115 ;  prize,  esteem,  R«  1693. 
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Prelseres,  s.pL  praisers.  B  2367. 
Prel8lnire»  -f*  honour,  glory,  I  949. 
Prel&t,  5.  prelate.  A  904. 
PremlsseB,  pi.   statements    laid    down, 

B  3.  p  10.  lai. 
Prenoetlk,  s,  prognostic,  prognostication, 

Prente,  s.  print.  D  6ai. 
Prenten,  ger,  to  imprint,  T.  ii.  900. 
Pr6ntl8,  J.  apprentice,  A  4365. 
Prentishooa,  s,  apprenticeship,  A  440a 
Presoience,  j.  foreknowledge,  A  1313. 
Prese,  ger.  to  press  forwa^,  T.  i.  446; 

V,  hasten,  2. 19. 
Presence,  s,  i.  19;  in  /r.,  in  a  large 

assembly,  E  1207. 
Present,  adv,  immediately,  5. 424. 
Presentarie,  adj.  ever-present.  B  5. p  6.78. 
Presented,  pp,  brought,  L.  1297. 
Presenting,  s,  offering,  U  X135. 
Presently,  adv,  at  the  present  moment, 

Bs.p6.  123. 
President,  s.  the  one  who  presided  in 

parliament,  T.  iv.  213. 
PreB6un,  j.  prison.  T,  iii.  380. 
Press,  s,  throng,  T.  i.  173;  Presse,  dot, 

instrument  exercising  pressure,  A   81; 

mould,  A  263 ;  on  presse,  under  a  press, 

in  a  suppressed  state,  down,  T.  i.  559; 

Sress,  a  cupboard  with  shelves  (for  linen, 
:c.).  A  3212. 

Prest,  s.  priest,  B  1166. 

Prest,  adj,  ready,  prepared,  prompt,  5. 
307 ;  pi.  prompt,  T.  iv.  661. 

Pretende,  v.  attempt  to  reach,  seek 
(after),  T.  iv.  922. 

Preterit,  /.  past  time,  D  5.  p  6.  ^8. 

Pretorie,  s.  the  Roman  imperial  body- 
guard, the  Pretorian  cohort,  B  i.  p  4.  94. 

Prove,  J.  proof,  B  4173;  experimental 
proof,  A.  ii.  23  rubric;  at  p.,  (when  it 
comes)  to  the  proof,  T.  iii.  1002;  at  p., 
in  the  proof,  T.  iv.  1659 ;  armes  preve, 
proof  of  fighting  power,  T.  i.  470. 

Preve,  v.  prove,  C  169;  bide  the  test, 
G  645;  succeed  when  tested,  G  1212; 
Preved, /)^.  proved  to  be  so,  T.  i.  239; 
tested.  G  1336;  approved,  E  28;  ex- 
emplified, E  826:  shewn,  F  481. 

Prevetee,  s,  secret  place,  recess,  T.  iv. 
iiii. 

Prevey,  adj. secret,  B 4.  pa.  122. 

Previdence,  s.  seeing  beforehand,  B  5. 
p  6.  131. 

Prevy,  adj.  privy,  unobserved,  3.  382 ;  not 
confidential,  HF.  285. 

Preye,  ger.  to  beseech,  T.  ii.  1369;  to 
pray,    2.    ao;    Preyde,  //.    s.    B   391; 


Preyeden,  //.  //.  D  895 ;  Preyed,  pp.  E 

Preys,  s.  praise,  B  3837. 

Pricasour,  s.  a  hard  rider,  A  189. 

Priffhte,  //.  s.  pricked,  F  418  {inferior 
MSS.  have  pighte).  No  doubt,  the 
reading  pighte  in  i.  163  should  also  be 
prighte.    See  Prlken. 

Prlken,  v.  incite,  urge,  T.  iv.  633;  Prik, 
I  pr.  s.  spur,  rouse,  5.  389;  Priketh,/r. 
s.  excites.  A  11,  1043;  spurs,  D  656; 
pricks,  aches,  D  1594;  Prighte,  pt.  s. 
F  418  (see  above)  ;  Kiked,  //.  j.  spurred, 
B1Q64. 

Prikm^r,  s,  hard  riding.  A  191,  2599. 

Prikke,  s.  point,  HF.  907;  sting,  I  468; 
a  small  mark,  a  pqgf,  A.  ii.  42.  4 ;  a  dot, 
A.  ii.  5.  20 ;  piercing  stroke.  A  9606; 
point,  critical  condition,  B  no. 

PrinoipcOs,  adj.fl.  cardinal,  A.  ii.  31.  17. 

Principio  in,  in  the  beginning  (St  John, 
i.  I).  A  254. 

Pns,  s.  prize,  A  2241. 

Privee,  adj.  secret,  A  3295;  private, 
I  X02;  intimate,  R.  600;  closely  atten- 
dant, E  192;  privee  man,  private  in- 
dividual, B  2.  p  3.  77. 

Privee,  adv.  secretly,  F  531 ;  Privee  and 
apert,  secretly  and  openly,  D  1114;  /r. 
ne  ap.,  neither  secretly  nor  openly,  D 1136. 

Privee,  s.  privy,  C  527,  E  1954. 

Prively,  adv.  secretly,  A  652;  unper- 
ceived,  R.  784. 

Privetee,  s.  privacy,  R.  1294;  secrecy, 
B  ^8 ;  secrets,  secret,  D  531,  542,  1637 ; 
pnvate  affairs,  A  141 1;  private  apart- 
ment, A  4334 ;  privy  parts,  B  3905. 

Privy,  adj.  secret.  L.  1267, 1780. 

Proces,  s.  process,  B  2665 ;  proceeding, 
F  1345;  process  of  time,  F  829;  argu- 
ment, B  3.  p  10.  62 ;  matter,  T.  ii.  485 ; 
L.  1914;  story,  HF.  251;  occurrence  of 
events,  B  351 1 ;  dot.  course  (of  time),  3. 
1331- 

Procutour,  used  for  Procurator,  proctor, 
D1596. 

Proeve,  s.  proof,  B  5.  p  4.  83. 

Proeve,  i  pr.  s.  approve,  B  5.  p  3.  28; 
pr.  s.  shews,  B  2.  m  1. 17. 

Professioun,  s.  profession  of  religion, 
D  1925;  oath  of  profession  (as  a  monk), 
Bi345- 

Proferestow,  dost  thou  offer,  T.  iii.  1461. 

Profre,  s.  offer,  L.  2079. 

Proheme,  s.  proem,  prologue,  E  43. 

Prolaciouns,  s.pl.  utterances,  B  2.  p  i.  50. 

Prolle,  2  pr.  pi.  prowl  about,  search 
widely,  G  1412. 
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Pronounced,  jj^.  announced,  T.  iv.  213. 

Proporclonables,  adj.  pi.  proportional, 
B  3.  m  9.  ao. 

Proporcloned, /^.  made  in  proportion, 
F  192. 

Proporoionels,  s,pl,  proportional  parts, 
F  1278. 

Propre,  adj.  own,  T.  iv.  83 ;  especial.  B 
2175;  peculiar,  D  103;  well-grown,  A 
3972 ;  well-made,  A  3345 ;  comely,  A  4368 ; 
handsome,  C  309;  Propres, //.  own,  B 
I.  m  6.  ao ;  of  propre  kinde,  by  their  own 
natunil  bent,  F  6ia 

Proproly,  adv.  fitly,  A  1549;  literally,  I 
285;  naturally,  D  X191;  appropriately, 
A  729. 

Propretee,  s.  peculiarity,  10.  69 ;  charac- 
teristic, B  2364;  peculiar  possession,  T. 

Prose,  V.  write  m  prose,  16.  41. 

Prospectyves,  s.  pi.  perspective-glasses, 
lenses,  F  234.  Chaucer  here  makes  the 
usual  distinction  between  reflecting  mir- 
rors and  refracting  lenses. 

Prospre,  adf.  prosperous;  prospre  for- 
tunes, well-being,  B  i.  p  4. 62. 

ProtestaoloTin,  s.  protest,  A  3137. 

Prove,  V.  test,  A.  ii.  23,  rubric;  Proveth, 
/r.  J.  proves,  F4S5. 

Provdrbed,/^.  said  in  proverbs,  T.  iii. 
293. 

Provost,  J.  prefect,  B  i.  p  4.  64;  chief 
magistrate,  B  x8o6. 

Provostrle,  s.  praetorship,  B  3.  p  4.  9a 

Prow,  J.  profit,  advantage,  B  1598,  4140, 
C  300,  G  669. 

Prowesee,  s.  prowess,  T.  i.  438 ;  excel- 
lence, D  1x29;  profit.  B  4.  p  3.  71. 

Proyneth,  pr.  s.  prunes,  i.  e.  trims,  makes 
(himself)  neat,  E  201  x.    O.Y.proigner. 

Piydelees,  adj.  without  pride.  6.  29. 

Prye,  ger.  to  pry,  peer,  T.  ii.  404 ;  to  gaze, 
A  3458 ;  V.  spy,  T.  iu  17x0. 

Pryme,  s.  prime  (of  day),  usually  9  A.M., 
A  2x89,  2576,  3554 ;  fulfy  pr.,  the  end  of 
the  first  period  of  the  day  (from  6  A.M. 
to  9  A.M.),B  2015 ;  pr. large, \td&\  90'clock, 
F  360 ;  passed  pr.,  past  9  o'clock,  D  X476 ; 
half  way  pryme,  half  way  l>etween  6  and 
9  A.M.,  hal/-past  seven,  A  3906. 

Pryme  f  cm^,  s.  the  first  glance.  T.  iii.  9x9. 

Prymerole,  s.  primrose,  A  3268. 

Prys,  s.  price,  value,  R.  1134;  worth,  ex- 
cellence, F  91  x;  praise,  E  1026;  esteem, 
F  934;  glory,  L.  2534;  reputation,  D 
xx5a;  renown,  A  67,  237;  prize,  1  355. 

Pryse,  ger,  to  esteem,  to  l>e  esteemed,  R. 
887. 


Pry  ved,  pp.  deprived,  exiled,  1. 146. 
Pryvee,  adj.  secret,  A  2460. 
Puffen,^^r.  to  blow  hard,  HF.  1866. 
Pulle,  5.  a  bout  at  wrestling,  a  throw, 

5.  X64. 
Pulle,  v.  pluck,  T.  i.  210 ;  to  draw,  T.  ii. 

657 ;  pulle  a  Jlnche,  pluck  a  finch,  cheat 

anovice.  A  652;  a  pulled  hen,  a  plucked 

hen,  A  177. 
Pultrye,  s.  poultry,  A  508. 
Puplisshen,  pr.pl.  re/.,  are  propagated, 

B3.PX1.  X3S. 
Purcna^en,  ger,  to  procure,  acquire.   I 

742,  X066;  gain,  I   1080;  win,  2X.   19; 

buy,  A  608;  pr.  pL  promote.  B  2870; 

inrp.  s.  3  /.  may  (He)  provide,  B  873; 

Purchace,  imp, pi.  provide  (for yourself). 

T.  il  1x25. 
PurchfikS,  s.  proceeds,  gifts  acquired,  A 

256;  gain,  D  X451,  iS3a 
Purchasing,  s.    conveyancing,  A  320; 

acquisition  of  property,  D  X449. 
Purchasour,  s,  conveyancer,  A  318. 
Pure,  adj,  very  (lit.  pure),  A  i^;  utter, 

3.  X209;  the  p.  deth,  death  itseU,  3.  583. 
Pure,  adv,  purely,  3.  xoxo. 
Pured,  pp,  as  adj.  pure,  F  X560 ;  very  fine, 

D143. 

Purfded,  pp.  ornamented  at  the  edge, 
trimmed,  A  X93. 

Purfiraciotin,  s,  discharge,  D  12a 

Purgren,  ger.  to  purge,  B  4143;  ft,  s, 
expiated,  B  4.  m  7.  ^  (Lat.  piamt) ;  pp. 
cleansed  (by  baptism),  G  x8x. 

Purpos,  s,  purpose,  R.  XX40;  design,  A 
X684 ;  to  purpos,  to  the  subject,  5.  26 ;  »/ 
cam  him  to  p.,  he  purposed,  F  606. 

Purpoeen,  v.  purpose,  I  ^\  pr,pL  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  X35a 

Purpre,  adj.  purple,  T.  iv.  869. 

Purpre,  s.  purple,  R.  1071 ;  purple  raiment, 

I  933. 
Purs,  s,  purse,  A  656. 
Purse vauntes,  s,  pi,  pursuivants,  HF. 

X321. 
Ptirsuit,    s,  continuance,   perseverance. 

I"*  ii*  959 :  continuance  in  pursuit,  T.  ii. 

X744 ;  appeal  to  prosecute,  D  890. 
Purtreye,  v,  draw,  A  96;  pt,  s,  E  1600. 
Ptu'treyour,  s,  draug:htsman,  A  1899. 
Purveyable,  adj,  with  provident  care, 

B  3.  m  2.  5. 
Purvey  atince,  J.  providence,A  1252,1665 ; 

foresight,  D  566,  570;  equipment,  B  247; 

provision,  A   3566,  F  904;  pre-arraniie* 

ment,  T.  iii.  533 ;  unto  his  p,,  to  provide 

himself  with  necessaries,  L.  1561. 
Purveyen,  v,  provide,  B  2532 ;  pr,  s,  fore- 
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sees,  T.  iv.  1066;  /.  of,  proTided  with, 

^  591. 

Purveylnfire,  s.  providence,  T.  iv.  986. 

Put,  s.  pit,  T.  iv.  1540. 

Puterie,  s,  prostitution,  I  886. 

Putours,  J.  pL  pimps,  procurers,  I  886. 

Putten,  V.  put,  lay,  7.  344 ;  v.  suppose,  B 

3667:  Put,  pr.  s.  puts,  I  142;    Put  him, 

puts  himself,  L.  653 ;  Putte,  pL  s.  B  1630 ; 

set,  L.  675 ;  ^.  up,  put  away,  2.  54. 
Pye,  J.  magpie,  A  3950,  B  1399. 
Pye,  s.  pie,  pasty,  A  384. 
Pyk,  s.  pike  (fish),  la.  17. 
Pyke,  V.  (i)  peep,  T.  iii.  60;  ^er.  (2)  to 

pick  at,  T.  ii.  1274;  pr.  s.  (3)  maJces 

(himself)  tidy  or  smooth,  £  aoii. 
Pykepurs,  j.  pick-purse,  A  1998. 
Pyled,  pp.  peeled,  bare,  bald,  A  4306. 
Pyn,  the  pin  which  passes  through  the 

central   hole  in  the  Astrolabe  and   its 

plates.  A.  i.  14.  i. 
Pyn,  J.  pine-tree,  R.  1379. 
Pyne,  s.  pain,  torment,  T.  v.  6;  hurt,  5. 

3|S;   toil,  HF.  147:   place  of  torment, 

HF.  1512 ;  suffering,  A  1324,  2382 ;  woe, 

torment,  B  3420;   the  passion,  B  2126. 

A.  S.  pin. 
Pyne,  ^rr,  to  torture,  A  1746 ;  pr,  s.  pines 

away,  7.  205;   grieves,  bemoans,  I  8$; 

pp.  examined  by  torture,  B  4349. 
Pype,  s.  pipe,  musical  instrument,  B  2005 ; 

//.  pipes,  tubes,  A  2752. 
Pypen,  v.  pipe,  whbtle,  A  1838 ;  play  on 

the  bag-pipe,  A  3927;    Pype,  make  a 

piping  noise,  T.  v.  1433;  play  upon  a 

pipe,  A  3876;  ^,  faintly  uttered,  HF. 

785 ;  pres.pt,  pipmg  (hot),  hissing,  A  3379. 
Pyrle,  s.  pear-tree,  E  2217,  2325.    A.  S. 

pyrige. 


Quaad,  adj.  evil  (Flemish),  A  4357; 
Quad,  bad,  B  1628.    Du.  kwaad, 

QuaiUe,  s.  quail,  E  1206. 

Quake,  v.  tremble,  shiver,  R.462;  quake, 
A  3614 ;  shake,  T.  iii.  543 ;  Quook,  pt.  s. 
quaked,  A  1576,  1763;  Quaked,  pp.  B 
3831 :  Quaketh,  imp,  pi.  quake,  fear,  T. 
ii.  302. 

QuakinfiT.  s,  fear.  7.  314. 

Quakke,  s,  a  state  of  hoarseness,  A  4152. 

Qualm,  s.  pestilence,  A  2014 ;  evil,  plague, 
R'  357 '.  foreboding  of  death,  T.  v.  382. 

Quappe,  V.  heave,  toss  (lit.  shake,  pal- 
pitate), L.  1767 ;  beat  repeatedly,  L.  865 ; 
palpitate,  T.  iii.  57. 

Quarter-nigrht,  the  time  when  a  fourth 
part  of  the  night  is  gone,  9  P.M.,  A  3516. 


Quayles,^^.  //.  quails,  5.  3^. 

Quelnte,  adj.  curious,  B  1426. 

Quek  I  /«/.  quack  i  5.  499,  594. 

Quelle,  V.  kill,  C  854:  pr,pL  strike,  T.  iv. 
46. 

Queme,  v.  please,  T.  695;  pr,  pi,  sub- 
serve, T.  ii.  803. 

Quenche,  v.  put  a  stop  to,  T.  iii.  846 ;  be 
quenched,  I  341;  Queynte,  //.  s,  was 
quenched.  A  2334.  2337;  Queynt,/^.  ex- 
tinguished. A  2321,  2336. 

Quene,  s,  queen,  R.  1266. 

Querele,  s,  quarrel,  I  618 ;  //.  complaints, 

B  3-  P  3-  67. 

Quern,  s.  hand-mill,  9.  6 ;  dot,  B  326^ 

QuestemonfiTdres,  s,pl,  questmen,  jury- 
men, I  797. 

Quesiic,  quid  iuris,  the  question  is,  how 
stands  the  law,  A  647. 

Queetloun,  s,  dispute,  A  2514;  problem, 
D  2223. 

Queynt,  adj,  strange,  3.  1330;  curious, 
dainty,  R.  65;  adorned.  R.  1435;  well- 
devised.  HF\  228;  neat,  R.  98;  sly,  A 
3275;  curiously  contrived,  HF.  126;  F 
234 ;  hard  to  understand,  3.  531 ;  grace- 
ful. R.  610. 

Quesmte,  adv.  artfully,  HF.  245. 

Queynte,  s.  pudendum,  A  3276.  D  332, 
444. 

Queynteliche,  adv.  curiously,  cunningly, 
HF.  1923;  daintily,  R.  569;  strangely, 
R.  783. 

Queyntise,  s.  finery,  I  932;  art,  I  733; 
ornament.  R.  840. 

Qui  cum  palre,  D  1734,  I  1092.  The  for- 
mula used  at  the  end  of  a  sermon. 

Qui  la,  who's  there?  B  1404. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  F  1336;  lively,  A  306; 
ready,  I  658. 

Quiken,  v.  c^uicken,  revive,  T.  i.  443 ;  ^er, 
to  grow,  T.  1. 29s ;  to  make  alive,  quicken, 
G  481 ;  ger.  to  take  life,  burst  forth.  HF. 
2078;  pf.  s.  burst  into  flame,  A  2335; 
pp.  endowed  with  life,  F  lo^a 

Quikkest,  ad/,  super  I,  liveliest,  busiest, 
F  1502. 

Quiknesse,  s.  life,  3.  26. 

Quinible,  s,  shrill  treble,  A  3332. 

QuirboUly,  s,  boiled  leather,  B  3065. 

Quisshln,  s.  cushion,  T.  ii.  1229. 

^uistroTin,  s,  scullion,  kitchen-drudge, 
R.  886.    O.  F.  coistron. 

Quit,  -te;  see  Quyte. 

Quitly,  adv,  freely,  wholly,  A  1792. 

Quod,  pt,  s,  said,  A  1234. 

Quoniam,  pudendum,  D  608. 

Quook, /A  s.  a/Quake. 
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Quyte,  V,  requite,  reward,  repay,  recom- 
pense, give  in  return,  R.  1542;  5.  112; 
10.  75;  HF.  670;  free,  ransom,  A  1032; 
^er,  to  remove,  free,  7.  263 ;  ^ityf€  twM, 
to  requyte  with,  A  31 19;  Atr  cost  for 
to  quyte,  to  pay  for  her  expenses,  B 
4564;  quyte  hir  whyle,  repay  her  time, 
JTe.  her  trouble,  B  584 ;  //.  s.  repaid.  R. 
1526;  pt.  pL  released,  T.  iv.  ooy.  Quit, 
pp,  rewarded,  requited,  HF.  1014;  set 
free,  G  66 ;  discharged,  quit,  F  1758 ;  as 
adj,  free,  F  1534. 


Baa,  s,  roe  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Baby,  Rabbi.  D  2187. 

Bad,  -de ;  see  Bede. 

Badevore,  s,  piece  of  tapestry,  L.  23^2. 

From  F.  ras  de   Fore,  seige  from  La 

Vhur. 
Bafles,  X.  //.  raffles.  I  793. 
Baft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 
BafiTd,  s,  passion,  R.  1613 ;  cravin?,R.  16^7 ; 

madness,  3.  731;  L.  599;  violent  gnef, 

F  836;  violent  rush,  fierce  blast,  A  1985. 
Bacre,  V.  romp,  toy  wantonly,  A  257,  3273, 
^3958. 
Bafireiyd,  s,  wantonness,  E  1847 ;  passion, 

I>455- 

Baked,  pp,  raked,  B  3323.  Literally,  the 
sentence  is  —  'Amongst  hot  coals  he 
hath  raked  himself;  the  sense  is,  of 
course, '  he  hath  raked  hot  coals  around 
himself.' 

Bakel,  Mij.  rash,  T.  i.  1067;  hasty,  T.  iii. 

Bakelnesse,  s.  rashness,  H  283. 

Bake-stele,  s.  handle  of  a  rake,  D  949. 
See  Stele. 

Baket,  s.  the  game  of  rackets,  T.  iv.  46a 

Bakle,  v.  behave  rashly,  T.  iii.  1642. 

Bam,  s.  ram,  L.  1427 ;  (as  prize  at  a  wrest- 
ling-match), A  548;  Aries,  the  first  sign 
in  the  zodiac,  A  8. 

BammlRh,  adj.  ramlike,  strong^cented, 
G887. 

Bami>eth.  pr.  s.  (lit.  ramps,  romps,  rears, 
but  here)  rages,  acts  with  violence,  B 
^094.  We  should  now  say  — '  She  Jlies 
m  my  face.' 

Banoour,  s.  ill-feeling,  ill-will,  malice,  R. 
1261. 

Bansaked,  //.  s,  ransacked,  came  search- 
ing out,  4.  28. 

Bape,  s.  haste,  8. 7.    Icel.  Arap, 

Bape,  V. ;  in  phrase  ri^e  and  renne,  cor- 
rupted from  an  older  phrase  repen  and 
rinen  (A.  S.  hrepian  and  hrinan),  i.  e. 


fi 


handle  and  touch,  clutch  and  seize,  G 

1422. 
Bascaille,  s,  mob.  T.  v.  1853. 
Bated,  pp,  reproved,    scolded,  A  3463. 

Short  for  orated,  variant  of  aretted;  see 

Arette. 
Bathe,  adv,  soon,  HF.  2139 ;  eariy,  A  3768. 
Bather,  adj\  comp.  former,  T.  iii.  1337. 
Bather,  adv.  sooner,  3.  562;  more  will- 
ingly, A  487 ;  the  r.,  the  sooner,  2.  82. 
Bauflrhte;  seeBeche. 
Baunson,  s.  ransom,  A  io2d. 
Bave,  apr.pl.  are  mad.  T.  iu  116. 
Baven,  s.  the  constellation  Corvus,  HF. 

1004. 
Bavlnes,  s.  pi.  rapines,  thefts,  I  793. 
Bavlnoiir,  s.  plunderer,  B  4.  p  3.  117. 
Bavisshe,  v.  snatch  away,  B  2.  m  7.  32; 
r.,  go  and  ravish,  T.  iv.  530;  pp.  rapt, 
1750 ;   overjoyed,  F  C47 ;  part,  pres, 

snatching  away,  B  4.  m  0.  ^ 
BaviB8hinir>  adj.  swift,  violent.  B  i.  m  5. 

4;  enchanting.  5.  198;  destroying.  B  i. 

m  5.  60  (Lat  rc^idos). 
Bavjme,  s.  ravening,  greediness.  5.  336: 

ravin,  prey,  5.  323;   Ravines,  thefts,  I 

793.    O.  F.  ravine,  L.  rafina. 
Bavysedest,  2/.  s.pt.  didst  draw  (down) . 

B1659. 
Bayed,  pp.  striped,  3.  252. 
Biial,  adj.  royal,  regal,  T.  iii.  1534 ;  L.  914. 

28^.  1605. 
B^altee,  s.  royalty,  sovereign  power,  la 

60. 
B^aume,  s.  realm,  kingdom,  L.  2091. 
Bebekke,  s.  old  woman,  dame,  D  1573, 
Bebel.  adj\  rebellious,  A  833. 3046. 
BebellinfiT,  s.  rebellion,  A  2459. 
BeboTinde,  v.  return,  T.  iv.  1666. 
Bebuked,  pp.  snubbed,  I  ^44. 
Becche  ( i),  v.  reck,  care,  heed.  5. 593 ;  is 

nought  to  r.,  no  matter  for.  T.  ii.  43^; 

pr.  s.  recks,  cares,  A  2397 ;  Recche  ofit. 

care  for  W,  pr.  tl.  F  71;  ii  recche,  pr.  s. 

suhj.  may  care  tor  it,  T.  iv.  6«>;  Ro^te, 

pt.  s.  recked,  cared,  regarded,  3.  887; 

impers.  he  cared,  L.  605 ;  Roughte,  //.  s. 

recked,  cared,  T.  i.  4^ 
Becche  (2)  ,pr.  s.  subj.  interpret,  expound, 

B4086. 
Becchelees,  adj.  careless,  reckless,  R. 

340;  regardless,  HF.  668. 
Becchelesnesse,  s.  recklessness,  I  iii, 

611. 
Beceit,  s.  receipt,  L  e.  recipe  for  making 

a  mixture,  G  1353. 
Bechased,  pp.  headed  back.  3.  379. 
Beche,  v.  reach,  give,  hand  over,  3.  74; 
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Raughte,  //.  s.  reached.  A  3696 ;  reached 
up  to,  A  2915 ;  reached  (out,  or  forward), 
A  136;  proceeded,  T.  ii.  446;  Reighte, 
//.  s.  reached,  touched,  HF.  1374, 

BeolalmlnfiT,  s.  enticement,  L.  i^i. 

Beolayme,  v.  reclaim  (as  a  hawk  by 
a  lure),  i.  e.  check,  H  72. 

Becomaunde,  v.  recommend,  T.  iL  107a 

Beoomende,  ^er,  to  commit,  G  544. 

Beoomforte,  ^er,  to  comfort  again,  T.  ii. 
1673. 

Beoompenaacloun,  s.  recompense,  HF. 
665. 

Reconciled,  /^.  re-consecrated,  I  965. 

Beconforte,  v.  comibrt  again,  A  3852,  B 
2168. 

Becord,  s.  report,  D  2049;   testimony, 

3*  934* 
Becorde,  v.  wimess.  bear  in  mind,  A 

1745 ;  remember,  T.  v.  A5 ;  ^to)  record, 

recording,  5.  609 ;  Recorde,  i  pr.  s.  bring 

(it)  to  your  remembrance,  A  829. 
Becours,  f.  recourse.  B  26^2 :  resort,  T.ii. 

1352 ;  wo/  havt  my  r.,  will  return,  F  75 ; 

pL  orbits.  B  i.  m  2.  14. 
Becovere,  v.  regain,  T.  iv.  406. 
Becoverer,  j.  recovery,  22.  3.    O.  F.  re- 

covrUr,  rtcovtrer, 
Beddour,  j.  violence,  vehemence,  10.  13. 
Bede,  V.  read,  A  709 ;  advise,  counsel,  L. , 

2217;    interpret,   3.    279;    Ret,    pr,    s. 

advises,  T.  ii.  413 ;  Redeth,  pr,  s.  advises, 

T.  iv.  573;  Redde,  //.  s.  read,  D  714, 

721 ;  interpreted,  3.  281 ;  Radde,  pt,  s. 

read,  T.  ii.  1085 ;  D  791 ;  advised,  5. 579 ; 

Red,  pp.  read,  3.  224;  Raid,  pp.  read,  B 

Bede,  dot.  counsel,  T.  iv.  679;  see  Beed. 

Bede,  adj.  red ;  see  Beed. 

Rede,  adf,  made  of  reed;    refierring  to 

a    musical    instrument    in    which    the 

sound  was  produced  by  the  vibration  of 

a  reed,  HF.  1221. 
Bede,  X.  red  (i,  e.  gold),  T.  iii  1384;  the 

blood,  B  356;  red  wine.  C  526,  562. 
Bedelees,    ad/,    without   counsel;    not 

knowing  which  way  to  turn,  2.  27. 
Bedely,  adv.  soon.  HF.  1392;   readily. 

truly,  HF.  1127. 
Bedoute,  v.  fear.  B  i.  p  3.  21. 
Bedoutlnffe,  /.  reverence.  A  20sa 
Bedreaaeth,  pr.  s.  amends,  1 1039 ;  pr.pi. 

rejl.  erect  (themselves)  again,  rise  again, 

1;  ii.  969;  Redressed, //.  s.  reasserted, 

vindicated,   F    1436;    Redresse,  imp.  s. 

reform,  i.  129 ;  Redressed,  pp.  roused, 

B  4.  p  2.  139. 
Beducen,  v,  sum  up,  B  3.  p  8. 61. 


Bedy,  adj.  ready,  A  21,  352;  dressed,  F 
387 ;  at  hand,  2.  104. 

Beed,  s.  counsel,  advice,  plan,  A  1216, 
3527;  profit,  help,  remedy,  3.  203; 
counsel,  adviser,  A  665;  /  can  no  r., 
I  know  not  what  to  do,  3.  11 87 ;  wUhout 
reed,  helpless,  3.  C87;  to  rede,  for  a 
counsel ;  best  to  rede,  best  for  a  counsel, 
best  to  do,  T.  iv.  679  {not  a  verb). 

Beed,  adj.  red,  A  153;  (of  the  com- 
plexion), %.  470:  Rede,  adj.  def.  red, 
A  957;  indef.  (rare),  L.  2589;  Rede,//. 

Beed,  s.  redness,  L.  ^33. 
Beed,  imp.  s.  read,  H  344. 
Beednesse,  s.  redness,  G  1097. 
Bees,  s.  great  haste,  T.  iv.  35a 
Befect,  pp.  restored,  B  4.  p  6. 414. 
Befere,  v.  return.  T.  I  266:  Referred,  pp. 

brought  back,  B  3.  p  la  i8a 
Befiff uiinffe,  pres.  pt,  reproducing,  T.  v. 

473. 
Befrelnlnfire,  s.  refrain,  burden,  R.  749. 
Befreyden,  v.  grow   cold,   T.  v.  507; 

Refireyd,  cooled  down.  12.  21. 
Refreyn,  s.  refrain,  T.  ii.  157 1. 
Befreyne,  v.  bridle,  curb.  1  385. 
Befreaahlnffe,  s.  renewing,  I  78. 
Beft,  -e :  see  Beve. 
Befus,/^.  as  adj.  refused,  rejected.  T.  i.570. 
Befut,  s.  place  of  refuge,  refuge,  i.  14; 

safety,  i.  33. 
Beerals,  pi.  royal  attributes.  L.  2128. 
Befiralye,  s,  rule,  authority.  2.  65. 
Begrard;   to   the   r,  of,  in    comparison 

with,  B  2.  p  7. 126 ;  atr.of,  5.  58. 
Beglstre,  s.  narrative,  A  ^12. 
Be^ne,  /.  kingdom,  dominion,  realm,  A 

866;  dominion,  rule,  A  1624. 
Befirndn,  pr.  pi.  reign,  4.  5a 
Beherce,  v.  rehearse,  repeat  with  exacti- 
tude. A  732;  ger.  to  enumerate,  I  239; 

recount.  B  89. 
Behersallle,  s.  enumeration,  G  852. 
Beherslnff,  s.  rehearsal,  A  1650;  recital, 

L.  1 185. 
Belffhte,  //.  s.  reached,   touched,  HF. 

1374.    Pt.  t.  of  reche. 
Beu^B,  s.  pi.  rain-storms,  HF.  967. 
Bejoye,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  395. 
Bejoyse,  ger.  to  make  rejoice,  i.  loi ;  feel 

glad,  T.  V.  1 165. 
Bekene,^^r.  to  reckon, .A  401. 
BekenlniTi  -f*  reckoning,  account,  3.  699; 

A  6oa 
Beketh,  pr.  s.  reeks,  smokes,  L.  2612. 
Bekever,  i  pr.  s.  ([or  future),  (I)  shall 

retrieve,  do  away,  HF.  354. 
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Bekka,  i  pr,  s.  care,  C  405,  E  1090 ;  pr.  s. 
impers,  (it)  recks  (him),  he  cares,  L. 
•  365 ;  y^^  ''.,  you  reck,  7.  303 ;  toktxt  r. 
me,  what  do  I  care,  D  53. 

Bekne,  v.  reckon  {also  i  pr,  j.V  A  1933. 

Balayes,  /.  pL  fresh  sets  of  hounds,  re- 
serve packs,  3.  369. 

Beleee,  s.  release,  i.  3;  ceasing;  out  of 
reUes,  without  ceasing.  G  46. 

Beleote,  v.  melt,  G  i^. 

Belesedeet,  a  ft,  s,  forgavest,  I  309; 
Relessed,^/.  s,  tori^re,  B  3367. 

BelesinsTy  s.  remission,  I  1026. 

Beleve,  ger,  to  raise  up,  relieve,  T.  v. 
1043;  pp.  restored,  I  945;  Reieved,  pp. 
revived,  L.  128;  recompensed,  A  4183; 
made  rich  .again,  G  872. 

Belevin^e,  s,  remedy.  I  804. 

Bell^riotin,  s,  religion,  A  477;  state  of 
religion,  life  of  a  nun,  R.  429;  a  re- 
ligious order,  B  3134;  the  religious 
orders,  B  3144. 

Bell^rious,  adj,  belonging  to  a  religious 
order,  B  3150;  devoted  to  a  religious 
order,  T.  li.  759 ;  at  j.,  a  monk  or  nun, 
I  891. 

Belik,  s.  relic,  L.  331. 

Berne,  s.  reahn,  B  1306. 

Bemede,  /.  remedy,  T.  i.  661. 

Bemedles,  pi.  (Ovid's)  Remedia  Amoris, 
3.568. 

Bemembre,  v.  remember,  I  135 ;  pr.  pi. 
remind,  F  1243 ;  pr.  s.  recurs  to  the 
mind,  4.  150;  Remerobringe  him,  call- 
ing to  remembrance,  T.  ii.  72. 

Bemenaat,  s.  remainder,  rest.  A  888. 

Berne ve,  v.  remove,  T.  i.  601. 

Bemorde,/r.  s.  subj,  cause  (you)  remorse. 
T.  iv.  1491;  pr,  s,  vexes,  plagues, 
troubles.  B  4.  p  6.  993. 

Bemors,  s.  remorse,  T.  i.  554. 

Bemounted,  pp.  comforted.  B  3.  p  i.  p. 

Bemusble  (x),  adj,  changeable,  variable, 
T.  iv.  1682. 

Bemusble  (2),  adj.  capable  of  motioa 
(Lat.  mobilibus),  B  5.  p  5.  37. 

Bemuen,  v,  remove,  B  2.  p  6.  55.  (Lat 
amouebis^ 

Ben,  s.  run,  A  4079. 

Benably,  adv.  reasonably.  D  1509. 

Bende,  v,  rend,  T.  iv.  1493 ;  Rent,  pr.  s. 
rends,  tears,  L.  646  a;  Rente,//,  s.  tore, 

Ben^WQfiT,  s.  tearing.  A  2834. 
Benegrst,  s.  renegade,  apostate.  B  932. 
Beneye,  v.  deny,    renounce,   abjure,  B 

„  376. 3751.         ^      ^       , 
BeneylD^e,  s.  denying,  I  793. 


Benflred,  pp,  ranged,  placed  in  rows,  R. 
138a 

Beneres,  pi,  ranks.  A  2594. 

Benne  (i),  v.  run,  I  721;  ger,  A  3890; 
pr.  s.  runs,  D  76;  is  current,  E  1986: 
approaches  quickly,  T.  ii.  1754;  goes 
easily,  A.  i.  2.  i ;  arises.  L.  5^ ;  spreads. 
L.  1423 ;  remuth  for^  runs  in  fovour  o<, 
B  125:  Ronnen,  pi.  fL  ran.  A  2925, 
3837;  Ronnen,  pp.  advanced,  Bt  run, 
R.  390:  is  r..  has  run,  has  found  its 
way  (into),  HF.  1644. 

Benne  (3),  v,;  omfy  in  the  phrase^  nqje 
and  renne,  G  1433.    See  Bape. 

Benomed,  pp.  renowned,  B  3.  p  3.  124. 

Benomee,  s.  renown.  L.  1513. 

Benoun,  s.  renown,  feme,  3.  88. 

Benovelances,  s.  pi.  renewals,  HF.  693. 

Benovelle,  v.  renew,  B  3035:  are  re- 
newed, I  1027. 

Bente,  /.  revenue,  income,  A  356;  pay- 
ment, tribute,  3.  765 ;  iS^  r.,  as  a  tribute. 
T.  ii.  83a 

Bepair,  s,  resort,  repairing,  B  laxi,  D 
1334. 

BepaJre,  ger.  to  go  home,  B  1516;  to 
repair,  find  a  home,  T.  iii.   5;  to  go 

.   back  (to).  HF.  755 ;  v.  return,  F  580. 

Beparaciouns, //.  reparations,  makings 
up.  HF.  688. 

Bepentaunce,  s,  penitence,  A  1776. 

Bepentaiint,  adj.  penitent.  A  338. 

B6pentin^y  s.  repentance,  L.  147. 

Repeyre,  v,  repair,  return.  T.  v.  1571. 

Bepleccioun,  s.  repletion,  B  4037. 

Bepleet,  adj.  replete,  foil.  B  4147. 

Beplenissed,  pp.  filled.  I  1079. 

BepUcadoun,  s.  reply,  A  1846;  invohi- 
tion,  B  3.  p  13.  170. 

Beplye,  v.  object,  E  1609. 

Reporte,  v.  relate,  tell,  C  438. 

Beportour,  s.  reporter,  A  814.  (The  host 
is  so  called  because  he  receives  and 
remembers  the  tales;  they  were  all 
addressed  to  him  in  particular.  Thus 
'  reporter'  has  here  almost  the  sense  of 
*  umpire.') 

BeprehenoiOTin,  s.  reproof.  T.  i.  684. 

Beprehende,  v.  reproach.  T.  1 510 ;  pr.pL 
blame,  criricise.  B  3.  p  13. 1x4. 

Bepreesed,  pp.  kept  under,  L.  3591. 

B^prevdlble,  adj,  reprehensible.  C  633; 
r.  to^  likely  to  cast  a  slur  on,  15.  34. 

Bepreve,  /.  reproof.  B  3413;  shame,  C 
595 ;  reproach,  E  2206. 

Bepreve,  v.  reproach,  F 1537 ;  reprove,  H 
70. 

Beproved,  pp.  as  adj.  blamed,  accused. 
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R.  113s;  Rcproevcd,  pp,  stultified,  B  2. 
p  6.  127. 
Bepufirnen,  gtr,  to  be  repugnant  (to),  B 

5-  P  3-  6. 

Bequerable.  adj,  desirable,  B  a.  p  6.  3a. 

Bequeren,  1/.  entreat,  seek,  B  2927 ;  ask, 
D  1052 ;  pp,  necessitated.  T.  iii.  405. 

Resalffar,  s,  realgar.  G  8x4.  '  Realgar^  a 
combination  of  sulphur  and  arsenic,  of 
a  brilliant  red  colour  as  existing  in 
nature ;  red  orpiment ;  *  Webster. 

Besoelved,  pp.  received ;  wel  resceived, 
favourably  situated  with  respect  to  other 
planets.  &c ;  A.  ii.  4.  51. 

BesoouB,  s.  a  rescue,  help,  T.  iii.  1242 ;  A 
2643. 

Besoowe,  v.  (to)  rescue,  save,  T.  iii.  857 ; 
rescue,  T.  v.  231. 

Bescowlnire,  -r*  rescuing,  I  805. 

Bese,  ger.  to  shake.  A  i^. 

B^sembUlble,  adj.  alike.  R.  985. 

E^Bolven,  pr,  pi.  flow  out,  B  ^.  m  i.  i ; 
Resolved,  pp.  dissolved,  melted,  B  2.  p  7. 
164. 

Besonable,  adj.  talkative,  3.  534. 

Besort,  j.  resource,  T.  iii.  134, 

Besoun,  s.  reason,  right,  A  37.  847; 
argument,  speech,  sentence.  T.  i.  796. 

BeB6uneth,  pr.  s.  resounds.  A  1278. 

Beeport,  s.  regard,  T.  iv.  86,  850. 

Bespyt,  s.  delay,  B  948;  respite,  delay, 
reprieve,  G  543;  withoute  more  respyt, 
without  delay,  forthwith.  R.  1488;  out 
of  more  respyt,  without  any  delay,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  T.  v.  137. 

Bespyte,  ger.  to  hesitate,  7.  259. 

Beste,  5.  rest,  repose.  F  355 ;  at  reste,  at 
rest,  fixed,  T.  il  760 ;  at  his  reste,  as  in 
its  home,  5.  376 ;  to  reste,  (gone)  to  rest, 
A  30 ;  Restes,  pi.  times  of  repose,  T.  iu 
1722. 

Beste,  V.  remain  (with),  T.  iii.  1435 '.  "^st, 
repose,  T.  ii.  1326. 

Bestelees,  adv.  restlessly,  R.  370. 

Besurrecdoun,  s.  resurrection,  i.  e.  re- 
opening (of  the  daisy).  L.  iia 

Bet,  for  Redeth,  pr.  s.  advises,  T.  ii. 

413- 
Betenue,  s.  retinue,  troop  of  retainers, 

suite,  A  2502;  £  270;  at  his  r.,  among 

those  retained  by  him,  D  1355. 
Bethor,  s.  orator,  B  4397,  F  38. 
E^thorien,  adj.  rhetorical,  B  2.  p  i.  46. 
Bethorien  {written  Retorien),  s.  orator, 

B  2.  p  3.  61. 
Betometh,  pr.  s.  brings  back.  B  5.  p  6. 

301 ;  pres.pt.  revolving,  T.  v.  1023. 
Betouminorei  s.  return,  A  2095. 


Betraoolouns,  s.  pL  retractions,  things 

which  I  withdraw.  I  108^ 
Betreteth,  pr.  s.  reconsiders,  B  5.  m  3. 

57. 
Betrogrrad,  adj.  moving  in  a  direction 

contrary  to  that  of  the  sun's  motion  in 

the  ecliptic.  A.  ii.  4.  53, 
Beule,  s.  rule,  A  173. 
Beulen,  v.  rule.  B  4234 ;  Reule  hir,  guide 

her  conduct,  E  327. 
Beuthe,  s.  ruth,  x.  127. 
Beve,  s.  reeve,  steward,  bailiff,  A  542, 

3860. 
Beve,  ger,  to  rob  (from),  T.  iv.  285:  to 

take  away,  G  376 ;  to  r.  no  man  fro  his 

fyf,  to  take  away  no  man's  life,  L.  2693  • 

Reven,  ger.  to  reave,  plunder,  I  758 ;  to 

bereave,  T.  i.  188 ;  Reveth,  pr.  s,  forces 

away,  5.  86;  Rafte.  //.  s.  bereft,  D  888; 

reft,  B  3288;    Refte,  //.  s.  bereft,  HF. 

457;    Raft,  fp.  torn,  reft,  T.  v.   1258; 

taken  from.  L.  2590 ;  bereaved,  F  10x7. 
Bevel,  s.  revelry,  sport,  A  2717;    min- 
strelsy, A  4402. 
Bevelour,  s.  (the)  Reveller,  A  4371;  a 

reveller.  A  4391. 
Bevelous,  adj.  fond  of  revelry,  B  1194. 
Beverberacioun,  s.  vibration,  D  2234. 
Beverdye,  s.  rejoicing,  R.  720.  -  O.  F. 

reverdie,  'feuill^e,  verdure;    joie,  all6- 

gresse ; '  Godefroy. 
Beverenoe,  s.  respect,  A  141 ;  respectful 

manner,  A  305 ;  fear,  I  294 ;  thy  r.,  the 

respect  shewn  to  thee,  B  116. 
Bevers,  s.  reverse,  contrary,  18.  32. 
Bevesten,  pr.  pi.  clothe  again,  T.  iii 

353. 
Bevoken,  ger.  to  recall,  T.  iii.  11 18. 
Bevolucioun,  s.  revolving  course  (orbit), 

4.30. 
Beward,  s.  regard,  attention,  T.  ii.  1133, 

v.  1736 ;  having  r.  to,  considering,  5. 426 ; 

take  r.  of,  have  regard,  I  151. 
Bewde.  adj.  plain,  unadorned,  A.  pr.  49. 
Bewe,  s.  row.  line.  A  2866;  by  rewe,  in 

order,  D  506. 
B®we,  ger.  to  have  pity,  A  238a ;  be  sorry, 

T.  ii.  455;   do  penance  for,  G  447;  pr, 

s.  impers.  makes  (me)  sorry,  I  am  sorry, 

A  3462,  B  4287. 
Bewel-boon,  s.  (probably)  ivory  made 

from  the  teeth  of  whales,  B  2068. 
Bewful,  adj.  lamentable,  sad,  L.  1838; 

sad  (one).  B  854. 
Bewmlleste,  adj.  sup.  most  sorrowful,  A 

2886. 
Bewfully,  adv.  sadly,  T.  iii.  65. 
Bewle,  s.  the  revolving  long  and  narrow 
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plate  or  rod  used  for  measuring  and 

taking  altitudes,  A.  i.  i.  6 ;  it  revolves  at 

the  dacA  of  the  Astrolabe ;  //.  rules,  A. 

pr.  44. 
Bewledest,  a  pr.  s,  didst  control,  B  i.  p 

4.338. 
Bewuohe,  adj\  pitiable,  B  2.  p  a.  67. 
Bewme,  x.  realm,  R.  495. 
Bewthe,  s,  ruth,  pity,  £  579;  a  pitiful 

sight,  E  563. 
Bewthelees,  adj\  ruthless,  unpit3dng,  5. 

613;  6.31. 
Beye,  s,  rye,  D  1746. 
Beyes,  //.  round  dances,  HF.  1236.   Mid. 

Du.  reye, '  a  round  daunce ' :  Hexham. 
Bejm,  s,  rain,  A  492;  storm  of  rain,  A 

3517' 

Besme,  s,  rein.  A  4083. 

Besme,  v.  rain  down,  T.  v.  1336 ;  rain,  4. 
387.    See  Ron. 

Besmes,  s,  //.  loins,  I  863. 

Be3r8e,  ^er.  to  build  up,  D  aioa ;  r.  ttp,  to 
exact, '  realise,*  D  139a 

Beysed,  pp.  gone  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion, A  54.  O.  F.  reise,  'expedition 
militaire,  incursion  sur  une  terre  enne- 
mie ; '  Godefiroy. 

Bhetorlce,  Rhetoric,  B  a.  p  i.  48. 

Blban.  s.  as  pi.  ribbons,  HF.  1318. 

Blbaninflres,  //.  silk  trimmings,  borders. 
R.  1077. 

Blbaudye,  s.  ribaldry,  ribald  jesting,  A 
3866,  C  324. 

Blblble,  s.  rebeck,  lute  with  two  strings, 

Blbybe,  s.  term  of  reproach  for  an  old 

woman,  D  1377. 
Blche,  adj.  pi.  rich  people,  A  248. 
Bichely,  adv.  richly,  F  90. 
Bichesae,  s.  riches,  wealth,  D  11 10, 11 18; 

Richesses,  p/.  wealth,  riches,  B  256a 
Bideled,  pp.  plaited,  gathered  in  (at  the 

neck,  or  waist).  R.  1235, 1243.    '  liid^U, 

plisse;'  Godefroy. 
Biden,  pi.  pi.  and  pp.  rode,  ridden. 
Biet,  'rete,'  A.  i.  3.  5.    The  'rete*  or 

'net'  is  the  circular  plate  with  many 

openings    which    revolves    within    the 

'  mother.' 
Blffht,    adj.  straight,   upright,  R.  1701; 

right,  1. 7^ ;  voc,  own,  F  131 1. 
Bififnt,    (uw.  just,  exactly,  A  2^7,  535: 

wholly,  C  58 ;  even,  B  2173 ;  Right  that, 

that  very  thing,  3.  1307. 
BliTbt,  s.  I.  21 ;  by  right,  justly.  B  44;  ^ 

alle  r.,  in  all  justice,  T.  ii.  7563;  at  alU 

ri^htes,  in  all  respects,  fully,  A  iioo. 
Bis^tful,  adj.  perfect;  rightful  age,  (in) 


her  prime,  R.  405 ;  just,  z.  31 ;  righteous. 

5.55;  lawful,  I  744. 
Biflrntwis,  adj.  righteous,  just,  L.  995. 
BtfirbtwisnesBe,  s.  righteousness,  ^637. 

D  1909 ;  justice,  14.  8. 
Bikne,  imp.  s,  reckon,  compute,  A.  ii.  37. 

la    See  Bekene. 
Binde,  s,  rind,  bark,  T.  iv.  1139;   hard 

skin,  T.  ii.  642. 
Binff ,  5.  rin^,  F  83 ;  concourse,  L.  1887 ; 

fyk  r.,  i.  e.  m  ringlets,  A  216^. 
Blnfire,  V.  make  to  resound.  A  2431 ;  ring, 

resound,  T.  ii.  233 ;  Rong,  pU  s.  rang.  5. 

492 ;  Ronge,  pp.  T.  ii.  805. 
Blot,  s.  riotous  conduct,  gaming,  A  4395, 

439a. 
Blo1>e,  V.  riot,  gamble,  A  4414. 
Bisen,  pp.  of  Ryse. 
BlBShe,  s.  rush,  T.  iii.  1161. 
Blst,  pr.  5.  of  Ryse. 
Bit,  pr.  J.  of  Ryde. 
Blveer,  s.  river.  B  1927. 
Bobbour,  s.  robber.  B  3818. 
Boche,  s.  rock,  F  500;  //.  HF.  1035. 
Bode,  s.  complexion,  A  3317.  B  1917. 
Bode,  J.  nom.  rood,  cross,  HF.  57. 
Bode-beem,  s.  rood-beam,  D  496.    (A 

beam  across  the  entrance  to  the  choir  of 

a  church,  supporting  a  rood  or  cross.) 
Body,  adj.  ruddy,  F  385,  394, 
Boes,  pi.  of  Roo. 
Bofffireth  (Ruggeth),  pr.  s.  shakes,   L. 

27o8.    I  eel.  mgga. 
Boket,  5.  rochet,  tunic,  R.  1240,  1242, 

1243.     An   outer   garment,  usually  of 

fine  white  linen. 
Bokke,  s.  rock,  L.  2195. 
Bokken,  ger.  to  rock,  A  4157. 
Bolle,  s.  roll,  C  911. 
BoUen,  ger.  to  roll,  revolve,  T.  ii.  659; 

//.  s.  revolved,  D  2217 ;  pp.  much  talked 

of,  T.  V.  1061. 
Bomaunce,  s.  romance,  T.  lit  980. 
Bombled,  pt.  s.  fumbled,  moved  about 

with  his  hands,  groped  about.  G  1322. 
Bombled,  pi.   s.   buzzed,   muttered,   B 

3725- 
Bomen,  v.  roam,  wander,  A  1099 ;  Romed. 

pi.  s.  A  1065,  1069  ;Pp.  gone,  L.  1589. 
Bon,  //.  s.  rained,  T.  iii.  640,  677.    A.  S. 

ran,  pt  s.  rained. 
Bond,  adj.  round,  circular,  A.  ii.  38.  i. 
BonfiT,  -e ;  see  Binfire. 
Bonfires,  pi.  rungs,  rounds  of  a  ladder,  A 

3625.    A.  S.  hrung. 
Bonne,  -n ;  see  Benne. 
Boo,  s.  roe.  5. 195 ;  Roes,  //.  roes,  R.  1401. 
Bood,  //.  s.  of  Ryde. 
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Roof,  //.  J.  o/  Ryve. 

Roon,  /.  rose-bush.  R.  1674.  Halliwell 
gives  rooH,  a  clump  of  whins,  as  a 
Northumberland  word;  and  we  find 
the  spelling  rames  in  the  allit  Morte 
Arthure,  923. 

Boos,  //.  s,  of  Ryse. 

Roost,  s.  roast  meat,  A  ao6. 

Bopen,  pp.  reaped.  L.  74. 

Bore,  s.  uproar,  T.  v.  45. 

Ror®f  g^r,  to  roar,  T.  iv.  373 ;  pr,  s,  re- 
sounds, A  3881. 

BorlniT.  -f.  loud  lament,  E  2364. 

Bose,  s.  rose,  R.  1700;  ^er,  of  the  rose,  A 
1038. 

Bose-leef ,  x.  rose-leaf,  R.  005. 

Bose-ffarlond,  s,  garland  of  roses,  HF. 

135. 

Bosen,  adj.  made  of  roses,  R.  845;  Ro- 
sene,  tulj,  def.  rosy,  B  a.  m  8.  6. 

Boser,  i.  rose-bush,  R.  1651,  16^9;  I  858. 

Bose-reed,  adj.  red  as  a  rose,  G  254. 

Boste,  V.  roast,  A  383 ;  pp,  A  147. 

Bosy  hewed,  of  rosy  hue,  T.  11. 1198. 

Bote,  s,  (i)  root,  A  2,  423 ;  the  radix,  fun- 
damental principle,  U  1461 ;  source, 
B  358;  i.  e.  foot,  E  58;  on  rote,  firmly 
rooted,  T.  ii.  1378;  herte  rote,  bottom 
of  the  heart,  D  471 ;  (2)  root,  the  tabu- 
lated number  wntten  opposite  a  eiven 
fixed  date,  A.  ii.  44.  2 ;  the  *  epoch '  of 
a  nativity.  B  314. 

Bote,  s,  rote;  by  rote,  by  rote,  by  heart, 
A  327,  B  1712. 

Bote,  J.  a  musical  stringed  instrument, 
a  kind  of  fiddle,  of  Celtic  origin ;  said 
to  be  a  fiddle  with  three  strings,  A  236. 
O.  F.  rote,  fi-om  O.  H.  G.  hrotta,  rotta. 
Low  Lat  ckrotta ;  of  Celtic  origin,  from 
O.  Irish  crot  (Gael,  cruit,  W.  crwth) ; 
whence  also  E.  crowd, 

Botelees,  adj,  rootless.  T.  iv.  770. 

Boten,  adj,  rotten,  A  3873 ;  corrupt,  filthy, 

I  139. 

Boten-herted,  adj.  rotten-hearted,  I 
689. 

Botie,  pr.  s.  subj.  render  rotten,  A  4407. 

Bouffhte ;  see  Becche. 

Bouketh,  pr.  s.  cowers,  crouches,  is  hud- 
dled up,  A  1308. 

Boule,  V.  ^d  (lit.  roll).  D  653. 

Bourn,  adj.  roomy,  spacious,  A  4126. 

Bourn,  s.  room,  spare,  L.  1999. 

Boumer,  adj.  larger,  A  4145. 

Bouncy,  s.  a  hacknev,  nag,  A  390. 

Bounde,  adv.  roundly,  i.  e.  easily,  with 
an  easy  (not  jerky)  motion,  B  2076; 
melodiously,  C  331. 


Bounded,  //.  j.  stood  out  in  a  rounded 

form,  A  263. 
Boundel,  s.  roundel,  roundelav,  a  kind 

of  poem,  A  1529;  a  small  circle,  HF. 

791.798. 
Boundnesses,  pt.  orbs,  orbits,  B  4.  m 

6.  52. 
Boune,  v.  whisper,  B  2025;  ^er.  D  1572; 

//.  s.  HF.  2044.    A.  S.  runian, 
Boute,  s.  company,  rout,  troop,   band, 

train,  A  622. 889. 2153 ;  number,  R.  1667 ; 

flock,  R.  909 ;  //.  iTii.  62a 
Boute  (i),  V.  roar,  T.  iii.  743;  murmur, 

HF.  1038;  ger.  to  snore,  3.  17a;  pr.  s. 

snores,  A  3647.    A.  S.  Jkrutan, 
Boute  (2),  V,  assemble  in  a  company,  B 

540. 
Bouthe,  s.  pity,  ruth,  compassion,  mercy, 

F  1261,  1349;    lamentation,  L.  669;  a 


n^ 


pity,  a  sad  thing,  A  91^ 

Bouthelees,  adj.  rutnless.  pitiless,  B 
863. 

Boutinsr,  s.  snoring,  A  4166,  4214 ;  whiz- 
zing noise,  HF.  1933. 

Bowe,  s.  row,  3.  975 ;  line.  HF.  448 ;  fy  r., 
in  a  row,  T.  ii.  970;  Rowes,  //.  rays, 
beams  (of  light^ ,  4.  2. 

Bowe,  adv.  roughly,  angrily,  G  861. 

Bowed,  pp.  rowed,  T.  i.  969. 

Bowm,  adj.   roomy,    large,  wide,  A.  i. 

a- 3. 
Bowne,  ^er,  to  whisper,  T.  iii.  568. 
Bowthe,  J.  ruth,  pity,  3.  465;   sorrow, 

3-97. 
Boyaltee,  s,  royalty,  E  928. 
Boyleth,  pr,  s.  meanders,  wanders,  B  i. 

m  7.  la 
Bosrne,  s.  roughness,  R.  553. 
Boynous,  adr.  rough,  R.  988. 
Bubbe,  V.  rub  out,  8. 6. 
Bubee,  s.  ruby,  HF.  1362. 
Bubible,  s.  ribibe,  rebeck.  A  3331. 
BubifyiniT,  -r.  rubefaction,  reddening,  G 

Bubrlche,  s.  rubric,  D  316. 
Buby ,  s.  ruby,  12.  4.    Rubies,  //.  4,  246. 
Buddok,  s.  redbreast,  robin,  5.  349. 
Bude,  adj.  harsh,  R.  752;  poor,  E  916; 
inhospitable,  H  170;  of  humble  birth, 
D  1 172. 
Budellche,  adv.  rudelv,  A  734. 
Budenesse,  s,  boorishness,  T.  iv.  1677: 
rusticity,  E  397. 
i  RufiTfiry,  adj.  rough,  A  2883. 

Bule,  imp.  fl.  regulate,  order,  I  592 ;  pp. 
'       as  adj.  well-mannered,  L.  163. 

Bum,  ram,    ruf;    nonsense   words,  to 
i       imitate  alliteration,  I  43. 
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Bumbel,  s.  rumbling  noise,  A  1979; 
rumour,  E  997. 

Bumbleth,  pr.  s.  moves  to  and  fro  with 
an  indistinct  murmuring  noise,  HF. 
1096. 

Bumblinffe,  s.  noise.  D  21^3. 

Buaedy //.  s.  roused  berselCrushed  away, 
3-  381. 

BusshlnfiT,  pres.  ft.  rushing,  A  1641. 

Buste,  ger,  to  rust,  A  502;  pr,  s,  subj, 
rust,  A  500. 

Busty,  adj,  rusty,  A  618 ;  besmirched  as 
with  rust,  R.  159. 

Byal,  cui^.  royal,  i.  144;  Rial,  2.  59. 

Byde,  v.  ride,  A  27,  94,  102;  ride  at 
anchor,  L.  968;  Ryden,^<rr.  (to/M  out), 
to  go  on  expeditions,  A  45 ;  Ryde,  ger, 
{wUA  out),  to  ride  abroad  to  inspect,  B 
I2«;  (see  Outrydere) ;  Rydestow, 
ridest  thou,  D  1386;  Rit,  pr.  s,  rides, 
A  974;  Rddd,//.  s,  rode,  A  169;  RIden, 
I  //.  p/.  (we)  rode,  A  825 ;  p/.pL  C  968 ; 
Rlden,/^.  ridden,  B  1990. 

Bydingr*  s.  jousting,  or  riding  in  proces- 
sion, A  4377. 

Bym,  s.  rime  (usually  misspelt  rhyme), 
B  21 15,  21 18;  Ryme,  da/.  HF.  623;  a 
tale  in  verse,  B  1899;  verse,  D  1127; 
pl.  B  96.    A.  S.  rim. 

Byrne,  v.  describe  in  verse,  put  into  rime 
(or  rhyme),  A  1459,  B  2122. 

Bymeyed,/^.  rimed,  or  rhymed,  F  711 ; 
see  above. 

Bsrming,  s.  riming,  or  rhyming,  verse- 
making,  B  2120;  the  art  of  riming,  B 
48. 

Byot,  s.  riotous  living,  C  465. 

Byotour,  s.  roysterer,  C  692. 

Bys,  s.  spray,  branch,  twig.  R.  1015;  A 
3324.    A.  S.  Arts. 

Rys©,  ^^'  to  rise,  A  3^ ;  to  get  up,  F  375 ; 
Rist,/r.  s.  rises.  A  3088,  4193;  arises,  T. 
i.  944:  Rdds,  I//,  s.  rose,  2.  17 ;  //.  s.  A 
823;  Risen,//.  A  1065;  Riseth,  iw/. //. 
I  x6i. 

Ryv©i  ^^'  to  pierce,  T.  v.  1560 ;  v.  thrust, 
L.  1793;  pierce,  C  828;  tear,  E  1236; 
Rddr,  //.  J.  rove,  rived,  pierced,  L.  661, 
135 1.    Icel.  ri/a, 

S. 

Sable,  s.  sable,  black,  4.  284. 
SchChels,  s.pL  bags,  B  i.  p  3.  83. 
Saorement,  s.  the  eucharist,  I  582. 
Sacrifye,  v.  do  sacrifice,  L.  1348. 
Sckcrifyse,  s.  sacrifice,  L.  13 10. 
Sacrileire,  s.  I   801 ;  sorcery,  B  x.  p  4. 
282. 


Sad,  adj.  stable,  firm,  I  129,  310;  staid, 
A  9985;  sober,  E  220,  237;  nxed,  con- 
stant, unmoved,  settled,  E  693,  754; 
sad,  R.  2X1 ;  devoted,  23.  9:  trusty, 
H  275;  serious,  grave,  3.  918;  calm, 
settled,  G  397;  staid,  ll  1581,  1876; 
earnest,  H^  9089;  Sadde,  //.  grave, 
E  1002 ;  steady,  3.  860 ;  discreet,  B  135 ; 
sure,  H  258. 

Sadel,  s.  saddle,  L.  1199. 

Sadel-bowe,  s.  saddle-bow.  A  2691. 

Sadly,  adv.  firmlv,  A  2602;  discreetly.  B 
1266;  steadfastly,  I  124;  carefully,  D 
2164;  firmly,  tightly,  E  iioo;  unstint- 
ingly,  B  743. 

Sadnesse,  j;  soberness,  staidness,  E  1591 ; 
patience,  E  452. 

Saffron  with,  g^r,  to  tinge  with  safifron, 
to  colour.  C  345. 

Saffroun,  s. ;  like  safiron  =  of  a  bright 
yellowish  colour.  B  1920. 

Sak.f.sack.R.457 :  Sakkes.//:bags.L.iii8. 

Scbkked,  pp.  put  in  a  sack,  A  407a 

Sal,  pr.  s.  shall  (Northern).  A  4043. 

Sal  arxnoniak,  s.  sal  ammoniac,  G  798, 
824.  Lat  sal  armemiacum,  Armenian 
salt  Sal  ammoniac,  chloride  of  am- 
monium. The  word  armoniac  certainly 
answers  to  the  Lat  Armeniaatm  in  the 
old  treatises.  Yet  the  right  spelling  is 
ammoniac, 

Sal  peter,  s,  saltpetre,  G  808.  Lat  sal 
petra,  rock-salt;  nitrate  of  potassa;  — 
called  also  nitre. 

Sal  preparat,  s.  prepared  salt,  G  Sia 

Sal  tartre,  s.  salt  of  tartar,  G  3io.  '  Salt 
of  tartar,  carbonate  of  potash;  .  .  . 
first  prepared  from  cream  of  tartar ; ' 
Webster. 

Salowe.  culj,  sallow,  R.  355.  (But  read 
/aloux!) 

Salte,  adj.  def.  salt,  L.  1462. 

Salewe,  v.  salute.  I  407;  pr,  s,  B  1284; 
Salewed,/^.  F  131a 

SaluinfiT,  s.  salutation,  A  1649. 

Saluwe,^4fr.  to  salute,  T.  iii.  1785 ;  Salued, 
I  //.  s.  L.  315. 

Salvacloun,  s.  salvation,  4.  213 ;  security, 
B  2361. 

Salve,  s.  salve,  cure,  T.  iv.  944;  //.  heal- 
ing remedies,  A  2712. 

Salwes,  //.  willow-twijgs,  osiers,  D  655. 

Saxnlt,  s.  samite,  a  rich  and  glossy  silk 
material,  T.  i.  109 ;  robe  made  of  samite, 
R.  836,  873. 

Sanff,  s.  song  (Northern),  A  4170. 

Scuiffwln,  s.  stuff  of  a  blood-red  colour. 
A  439. 
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SanfiTwyn,  adj,  very  ruddy,  A  ai68 ;  blood- 
red.  A  333. 

Sans,  prep,  without,  B  501. 

Saphlres,  s.  pi,  sapphires.  B  36^8. 

Sapience,  wisdom.  B  2184 ;  pi,  kinds  of 
intelligence,  G  338. 

Sarire,  s.  serge.  A  2568. 

Sarpulers,  s,  pi.  sacks  made  of  coarse 
canvas.  B  x.  p  3.  82.    CC  F.  sgrpilliire. 

Sarsinesshe,  adj,  Saracenic.  R.  1188. 
If  sarsinesshe  can  be  taken  as  a  sb.,  it 
may  refer  to  sarsnet. 

Sat ;  pt,  s,  of  Sitte. 

Satin,  s.  satin,  3.  253. 

Satlsiaccloun.  s,  penance,  I  87;  resti- 
tution, 1  108. 

Sauf,  adj,  safe,  safely  kept,  G  950;  in 
safety,  4. 197. 

Sauf.  prep,  save,  except,  A  2180. 

Sauny.  adv,  safely,  with  safety,  B  2373, 

Sauffh,  pt,  s,  of  See. 
Saule.  /.  soul  (Northern),  A  4187. 
Sanns.  prep,  without ;  sauns  faille^  with- 
out fail,  certainly.  HF.  188.  429.     See 

Sans. 
Sauter,  s.  psalter,  R.  431. 
Sautrye.  s,  psaltery,  a  kind  of  harp,  A 

«96.  3213.  3305.  H  268. 
Savacloun.  s,  salvation,  T.  ii.  381.563; 

withoute  any  savacioun,  without  saving 

any,  HF.  208. 
Save,  s.  sage  (the  plant),  A  2713. 
Save,  prep,  and  conj.  save,  except,  A  683 ; 

Save  your  grace,  by  your  leave,  B  2260. 
Saven.  ger.  to  save,  keep.  i.  117;  pr.  s. 

subj.  may  (He)  save,  A  3108;  pp.  kept 

inviolate,  F  531. 
Save-firarde,  s.  safe-conduct,  T.  iv.  139. 
Saveour,  5.  saviour,  19.  16. 
Saveren,  pr.pl.  mind,  care  for,  I  82a 
Savlnsre,  prep,  except,  A  2838. 
Savoiinfire,  s.  taste,  I  207. 
Savorous,  adj.  pleasant,  R.  84. 
Savory,  adj.  pleasant,  T.  i.  405. 
Savour,  s.  savour,  D  2196 ;  pleasantness, 

Y  204;  pleasure,  10.  20;  smell,  G  887; 

scent,  R.  925;   interest,  T.  ii.  269;  //. 

odours.  5.  274. 
Savoure,  v.  taste,  D  171 ;  pr,  pi.  mind, 

care  for,  I  820;  imp,  s.  have  relish  for, 

13- 5- 
Savoured,  adj.  perfumed,  R.  547. 
Savourin^e,  s.  tasting,  I  9^9. 
Savourly.  adj.  enjoyably,  A  3735. 
Sawcefleem,  adj,  covered  with  pimples 

(due    to    an   excess  of  humour  called 

salsa  phlegmd) ,  A  625. 


Sawe,  s.  saying,  speech,  A  1163;  word, 

B  2925:  discourse.  G  691. 
Sawe.  Say;  see  See. 
Sayde,  said ;  see  Seye. 
Saylours,  pi.  dancers  (who  leap  in  danc- 
ing) ,  R.  770.    *  SadUor,  SailUur,  sauteur, 

danseur ; '  Godefroy. 
Scabbe,  s.  scab.  R.  553;   a  disease  of 

sheep,  C  358. 
Scalded,  j^,  burnt,  A  3853. 
Scale,  s.  scale,  or  rather,  double  scale. 

for  measuring  both  by  umbra  recta  and 

umbra  versa,  A.  i.  12.  3. 
Scalle,  s.  scab.  8.  3. 
Scalled,  /^.  having   the   scall,  scabby, 

scurfy,  A  027. 
Scantitee,  s.  scantiness,  I  431. 
Scantnesse,  s.  scarcity,  I  420. 
Scapen,  v.  escape,  T.  v.  9oiB. 
Scarlet-reed,  ad/,  scarlet-red,  B  4351. 
ScarmlBhing,  s.  skirmish,  L.  191a 
Scarmyche,  s.  skirmish,  T.  v.  1508. 
Scars,  adj.  parsimonious,  B  2789. 
Scarsetee,  s,  scarcity,  B  2700. 
Scarsly,  adv,  parsimoniously,  A  583. 
Scatered,  pp,  scattered,  G  914. 
Scathe,  s.  scathe,  harm,  misfortune,  *a 

pity,*  A  446:    Pofymites  to  sc,  to  the 

harm  of  P.,  T.  v.  938. 
Scatheles,  adv.  harmlessly,  R.  155a 
Science,  s.  science,  knowledge,  ^.  25; 

learned  writing,  B  1666 ;  wisdom,  I  229. 
Sclat,  s.  slate.  11.  34. 
SclaTindre,  s,  slander,   HF.   1580;    ill- 
fame,  disgrace,  E  722;  scandal,  I  137. 
Sclave,  s.  slave,  T.  iii.  391. 
Sclendre,  adj.  slender,  slight  in  make, 

A  587 ;  thin,  B  3147 ;  poor,  B  4023. 
Scochouns,    pi,    escutcheons,    painted 

shields,  R.  893. 
Scole,  J.  school,  B  1685.  1694;  manner, 

feishion,  A   125,  3329;   discipline,  T.  i. 

634 :  *  the  schools ' ;  D  2186. 
Scole-mat6re,  s.  subject  for  disputation 

in  the  schools,  D  127a. 
Scoler,  s.  scholar,  A  260. 
Scolerlng,  s.  young  scholar,  note  to  D 

44 ;  line  6. 
Scole-termes,  //.  school-terms,  £  1569. 
Scole  ward;      to     scoleward  =  toward 

school,  B  1739. 
Scoleye,  ger.  to  study,  A  302. 
Scomes,  s.  pi.  foam,  lather,  B  4.  m  7.  61. 

Lit  •  scums.' 
Score,  imf.  s.  notch,  cut,  mark,  B  1606. 
Scorkletn,  pr.  s.  scorches,  shrivels,  B  2. 

m  6.  28. 
Scorned,  pt,  s.  3. 927 ;  jested  at,  B  4277. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


96 


(SUsMwdA  )htbex. 


Soomlncr,  s,  scorn,  T.  i.  105. 
Scorpion,  s.  E  9058;   sign  of  Scorpio, 

HF.  948. 
Soot,  a  horse's  name,  A  616,  D  1543* 
Scouryes,  j.//.  whips,  plagues,  £  1157. 
SoouririnflT,  s.  correction,  4. 42. 
Sorippe,  J.  scrip,  bag,  D  17^. 
Scripture,  s,  writing,  inscription  (on  a 

ring),  T.  iii.  1369;  passage  of  writing, 

L.  1 144;  fL  manuscripts,  A  2044. 
Scrit,  s,  writing,  deed,  E  1697 ;  T.  ii.  113a 
Scrivenlsh,  adv,  like  a  scrivener,  T.  ii. 

1036. 
Scrivesm,  j.  scribe,  8.  i. 
Seche,  ^er,  to  seek,  i.  ei  to  be  sought  for 

(it  was  easily  had),  A  784;  to  seek  out, 

« "^  909.     ^. 

Decree,  aaj,  secret,  trusty,  5.  395 ;  secret, 
B  2251 ;  able  to  keep  secrets,  D  946. 

Secree,  adv,  secretly,  F  1109. 

Secree,  s.  a  secret,  B  321 1;  Secree  of 
secrees,  secret  of  secrets,  Lat  Secreta 
Secretorum  (the  name  of  a  book),  G 

1447. 

Secreenesse,  s.  secrecy,  B  773. 

Secrely,  adv,  secretly,  E  763. 

Secte.  J.  sect,  company,  E  1171 ;  religion, 
feith  (lit.  'following'),  F  17. 

Seculer,  s,  a  layman,  B  464a 

Sede,  V.  bear  seed.  7.  306. 

See,  s.  sea,  A  59 ;  /uT/e  see,  high  tide,  A. 
ii.  46.  4. 

See,  s,  seat,  HF.  ijSi ;  seat  of  empire,  B 
3339;  /'•  seats,  HF.  121a 

See,  V.  see,  L.  2560;  ^er,  to  see,  look,  F 
366;  to  look  (upon),  3.  1177;  as  fut, 
shall  see,  4.  190;  Seestow,  seest  thou, 
HF.  911;  Say,  i  //.  s,  saw,  T.  v.  992; 
Say,  pt.  s.  saw,  B  4304 ;  Sey,  pt  J.  B  i, 
7;  Seigh,  I  pt,  J.  saw,  A  103;  Seigh, 
//.  J.  A  1066,  F  850;  Saugh,  I  //.  s, 
saw,  A  764;  pt,  s.  A  850, 1400;  Sy,//.  s, 
G  1381 ;  Sawe,  2  //.  s.  sawest,  B  848 ; 
Saugh,  2  pt,pl,  G  1106  (with  ye) ;  Sawe, 
pt,  pi,  B  218 ;  Seye,  //.  //.  saw,  T.  iv. 
720;  Styen,pt,pl.  G  110;  Syen, //.//. 
B  2879,  4568;  Sye,  //.  pi,  E  1804;  pr, 
s,  suhj.  may  (he)  behold  or  protect,  B 
156;  Sawe,  pt.  s.  subi.  were  to  see,  A 
144 ;  Seyn,  pp,  seen,  B  1863 ;  Seye,  pp. 

Seed-foul,  s,  birds  living  on  seeds,  5. 

Seek,  adj.  sick,  ill,  L.  2409.  2436;  def.  A 
424 ;  Seke,  def,  as  s.  man  in  a  fever,  5. 
104 ;  Seke,  pi.  A  18.  245. 

Seel  (I),  s.  bliss,  A  4239.    A.  S.  seel. 

Seel  (2),  J.  seal.  B  882. 


Seemllnesse,  s,  dignity  of  bearing,  L. 
X041. 

Seemly,  ad^,  delicate,  pleasing,  la.  zz; 
seemly,  L.  2074. 

Seestow,  seest  thou,  HF.  911. 

Seet,  //.  s,  sat  (feUse  form,  doe  to  pL 
seten),  A  2075. 

Seetes,//.  seats,  A  358a 

Seeth,//.  s.  seethed,  boiled,  E  227. 

Seffe,  s,  throne,  B  i.  p  4.  285;  siege.  L. 
1696. 

Seffflren,  ipr,pl.  say.  T.  iv.  Z94. 

Seiffh,//.j.j0/See. 

Sein,  ^er,;  Tnat  is  to  sdn,  that  is  to  say. 
A.  pr.  26. 

Seinte,  adf./em,  holy,  D  1824. 

Seintuarie,  s,  sanctuary,  I  781 ;  a  conse- 
crated object,  C  953. 

Selstow,  sayest  thou,  A  1125. 

&eith,  pr,  s,  says,  A  178. 

Seke ;  see  Seek,  adj. 

Seke,  V,  search  through,  B  60:  seek.  B 
1633;  ^er,  A  13,  510;  to  seek,  i.  e.  a 
matter  for  search,  G  874;  Sekestow, 
seekest  thou,  T.  iii.  1455 ;  Seken  to,  z  pr, 
pi,  press  towards,  2.  91 ;  2  pr,  pi,  search 
through.  B  127 ;  Soghte,  i  //.  s,  sought. 
A.  ii.  45.  II ;  pi,  s,  sttbj.  were  to  examlae. 
C488. 

Sekemes,  s,  security,  7. 345. 

Sekirly,  adv,  certainly,  L.  163  a. 

Selde,  adj,pl,  few,  E  146. 

Selde,  adv,  seldom,  A  1539,  B  9343; 
Selden,  B  2504;  Seld,  B  2343. 

Seled,  pp,  sealed,  B  736. 

Seles,  pi,  seals,  T.  iii.  1462. 

Sellly,  adv,  happily,  B  2.  p  4. 96. 

Selinesse,  s,  happiness,  T.  iii.  813. 

Selle,  s,  dot.  boarding,  A  3822.  A  Kentbh 
form;  M.  E.  sttlle,  sUU;  A.  S.  syll, 
{Flore  —  ground  beneath  the  boards.) 

Selle,  V,  sell,  F  1563;  barter,  A  278:  for 
to  selle,  for  sale.  D  414 ;  to  selle,  for  sale. 
A  3821 ;  Solde,  pt,  s,  subj,  were  to  sell. 

R.  4S«- 
Selly,  adj,  wonderful  (MSS.  sely),  HF. 

513.    A.  S.  selVic,  seldtic,  strange. 
Sely,  adj.  happy,  T.  iv.  503;  kind,  4»  89;  ■ 

good,  B  1702;  holy,  B  682;   innocent. 

simple,  A  3404;  poor,  pitiable.  T.  i.  871 ; 

wretched.  A  3896;  hapless,  L.  1254. 1336. 

A.  S.  salig, 
Seznblable,  adJ,  like,  B  2294. 
Semblaunoe,  s,  likeness.  R.  425 ;  appear- 
ance, R.  145. 
SemblaTint,  s,  appouance,  semblance, 

look.  E  928,  F  516;  in  hir  s,,  apparently, 

R.  863. 
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Seme,  v,  aj^ear,  seem,  F  loa;  ger,  to 
seem  (to),  T.  i.  747 ;  pr,  pLY  ^\  pt,  s, 
(there)  seemed,  A  aOTo;  impers,  (it) 
seemed,  A  39.  £  996;  kim  sewud,  it 
seemed  to  them,  they  supposed,  F  56; 
tJU  p€pU  stwud  -  It  seemed  to  the 
people,  the  people  supposed,  F  aoi. 

Semelihede,  s,  seembness,  comeliness, 
R.  1x30;  gracefulness,  R.  777. 

Semely,  adu  seemly,  comelv,  A  751. 

Semely,  aav,  becomingly,  A  123. 


Semes,  s.  pi,  seams,  I 

Semlcope,  s,  half-cope,  short  cope,  A  262. 

SeminiT*  s*  appearance,  3.  944 ;  to  my  s,, 

as  it  appears  to  me,  B  1838. 
Semieoun,  s,  haU^und,  1.  e.  suppressed 

sound,  A  3697. 
Senatorie,  s,  senatorial  rank,  B  3.  p  4. 93. 
Senatour,  s,  senator,  L.  584. 
Senoer,  s,  censer,  A  334a 
Sencln^e,  pres,  pt,  censing,  perfuming 

with  incense,  A  3341. 
Sendal,  s,  a  thin  silk,  A  44a 
Sende,  v,  send,  B 144 ;  Sent./r.  s,  E  1x51 ; 

Sende,  pt.  s.  sent,  A  4136;  Sente,^/.  s, 

B  3927 ;  Sendeth,  imp,pL  send  ye.  d 614 ; 

Sente.//.  s,  subj,  would  send.  B  1091. 
Sene,  adj,  visible,  manifest,  apparent.  A 

134. 934.  F  645.    A.  S.  gesine,  gesyne,  adj. 

evident,  visible. 
Sene,  ger.  to  behold,  to  see,  L.  1034 ;  to 

look  at,  L.  3649;  to  look  on,  D  1245 ;  to 

seem,  L.  224;  <Mr  /«  sene^  to  look  on, 

L.  2425. 
Senflre,  v,  singe,  D  349 ;  Seynd,/^.  broiled, 

Senile,  adj,  single,  unmarried,  E  1667. 

Senlth,  5,  (i)  the  zenith,  A.  i.  18. 4.  22. 6; 
(2)  the  point  where  a  given  azimuth- 
circle  meets  the  horizon,  A.  i.  19.  12; 
the  point  of  sunrise,  A.  ii.  31. 13. 

Sensiblliteee,  $,  pi,  perceptions,  B  5. 
m4.8. 

Sensible,  culj,  percepdble  by  the  senses, 
B  5.  p  4.  212. 

Sent,  -e ;  see  Sende. 

Sentement,  i,  feeling,  ftmcy,  T.  ii.  13; 
susceptibility,  T.  iiL  43 ;  passion,  L.  69. 

Sentence,  s,  meaning,  drift,  E  2288 ;  con- 
tents, C  190;  subject,  B  1753;  opinion, 
B  113,3992;  decision,  5.  530;  meaning, 
sentiment,  instruction,  A  306, 798 ;  tenor, 
theme,  HF.  iioo;  decision,  speech.  5. 
383;  judgement,  order,  I  17;  verdict, 
G  366 ;  general  meaning,  I  58. 

Septemtrioun,  s,  north,  B  3657. 

Septentrional,  adj,  northern,  A.  ii.  40. 
50;  Septentrionalis,//.  A.  ii.  4a  36. 


Sepulore,  s,  tomb,  D  408. 

Sepulture,  s,  mode  of  burial,  T.  v.  299; 
burial.  L.  9553 ;  tomb,  A  2854. 

Serchen,  v,  search,  B  2597 ;  pr,  pi,  go 
about,  haunt.  D  867. 

Seresms,  s,  pL  sirens.  R.  684. 

Serireaunt  of  the  Lawe,  sergeant-at- 
law,  A  309. 

Serie,  s.  process,  aiguroent,  A  3067. 

Sermone,  ger,  to  preach,  speaJc,  C  879. 

Sermonin^,  s,  argument,  A  3091;  talk, 

^  A  3597. 

Sermoun,  s,  discourse,  L.  2025 : 1'*  "•  9^ '. 
tale.  T.  ii.  1115:  pi,  writings,  B  87. 

Serva^e,  s,  servitude,  thraldom,  A  1946, 
B368. 

Servant,  s,  lover.  A 1814 ;  servant.  D 1501. 

Servisable,  adj,  willing  to  serve,  A  99; 
serviceable,  E  X911 ;  useful,  E  979. 

Seryitour,  s,  servant,  D  2185. 

Servitute,  s,  servitude,  E  798. 

Serv^se,  s.  service,  serving,  A  250;  reli- 
gious service,  T.  i.  315;  musical  per- 
formance, 3.  ^02. 

Sese,  pr,  s,  suSf,  seize,  5. 481 ;  pp,  caught, 
4.  240;  seised,  possessed,  T.  ui.  445. 

Sesoun,  s.  season,  F 1034 ;  prime,  K.  1678. 

Sestow,  seest  thou,  T.  iii.  46. 

Sete,  s.  seat,  throne,  B  3715, 1  162. 

Sete,  -n;  see  Sitte. 

Setewale,  s,  zedoary,  setwall,  R.  137a 
See  Oetewale. 

Sethe,  V,  seethe,  boil,  A  383. 

Sotte,  ger.  to  set,  place,  L.  540;  setten 
a  myte,  care  a  mite,  T.  iii.  900;  Sette, 
i/r.j.  suppose,  T.ii.367;  B2681;  Sette 
cas,  im^ne  the  case,  B  3041 ;  2  pr,  pi, 
esteem,  T.  ii.  432 ;  Sette,  i  pr,  s,  subj,  set, 
A  391 1 ;  Set, /r.  jr.  setteth,  sets,  2.  loi; 
D  1982;  cares,  T.  iii.  832;  puts,  3.  635; 
Sette.  I  pt,  s,  counted,  regarded.  D  659 ; 
Sette  me,  placed  myself,  L.  115;  sette 
not  a  kers,  accounted  not  worth  a  cress, 
A  3756:  Sette  at  nought,  counted  as 
nothing.  F  821 ;  Sette  nim,  sat  down, 
C  207;  Sette  hir,  sat,  B  329;  Sette  her 
on  knees,  knelt  down,  B  ^8;  Sette  hem, 
seated  themselves,  L.  301;  C775;  Setten 
hem  adoun,  set  themselves.  U  396 ;  Set, 
pp,  placed,  A  132, 2528 ;  put.  B  440;  set, 
K.  846 ;  appointed,  4.  52 ;  E  774 ;  wholly 
devoted.  6.  100 ;  roel  set,  seemly.  3.  828 ; 
set  the  wrightes  cappe  —  made  a  fool  of 
him,  A  3143;  Set,  imp,  s,  stake  (as  at 
dice),  T.  iv.  ^12. 

Seur,  adj,  sure,  B  2642,  2953. 

Seur.  adv,  surely,  T.  iii.  i^ 

Seurly,  adv,  surely,  B  2913. 
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Seurtee,  s.  surety,  A  1604,  B  243. 
Sewe,  V.  follow,  25.  xa;  ensue,  B  2619, 

2692;  //.  s.  pursued,  B  4527. 
Sewes,  s,  pL   lit.  juices,  gravies;    used 

here    for   seasoned    dishes,    delicacies, 

F67. 
8ewinfir>  adj»  conformable,  in  proportion, 

similar,  3.  959.    Lit. '  following.' 
Sexte,  sixth,  HF.  1727. 
Sextesm,  -r.  sacristan,  B  3216. 
Sey ,  I  pt,  s.  saw,  3.  1089 ;  Seyn,  pp,  seen, 

B  172,  624.    See  See. 
Seye,  v.  say,  A  738 ;  to  be  told,  B  706 ;  to 

seyn,  A  284 ;  /or  to  seye,  to  say,  A  468 ; 

this  is  to  seyn,  A  181 ;  that  is  to  seyn,  A 

797;    Seistow,  sayest  thou,  B  no;    as 

who  seyth,  like  one  who  says,  i.  e.  so  to 

speak,  T.  v.  883 ;  Seggen,  ipr.pl.  say.  T. 

iv.  194;  Seydestow,  saidest  thou,  G  334; 

Seyd^.  B  49 ;  Seyeth,  imp,  pi,  say  ye, 

A  1868. 
Seyl,  s,  sail,  A  696,  3532. 
Seyn,^.  seen,  B  1863,  4471. 
Seynd,  pp,  singed,  i.  e.  broiled,  B  4035. 
Seynt,  s,  saint, 3. 1319 ;  Seynt  (dissyllabic), 

A  120,  509,  687,  D   1564;   Seynte,  saint 

(<7r  holy),  A  1721. 
Seyst,  2  pr,  s,  sayest,  B  109;  Seystow, 

2^r.  s,  sayest  thou,  A  3490. 
Shaar,  s.  a  plough-share,  A  3763. 
Shad, -de;  seeShede. 
Shadwe,  s.  shadow,  B  7,  10;  shade,  3. 

426 ;  scene,  B  2.  p  3.  89 ;  Shadowe,  re- 
flection, R.  1529. 
Shadwed,  pp,  shadowed,  shaded,  A  607. 
Shaft,  s.  wooden  part  of  an  arrow,  A 

1362 ;  pi.  shafts  of  spears,  A  2605. 
Shal,  I  pr.  s.  owe.  T.  iii.  1649 ;  owe  (to) ,  T. 

iii.  791;  shall  (do  so),  F  688;  must,  A 

853 ;  am  to  be,  2. 53 ;  am  to  (go),  G  303; 

Shalt,  apr,s,  must  go,  D  1636;  Shaltow, 

2/r.  s,  shalt  thou,  A  3575;  Shal,  pr,  s, 

shall  be,  T.  v.  833;  is  to  be,  HF.  82; 

must,  is  to,  A  187 ;  must  (come) .  T.  iv. 

1106 ;  will,  L.  1276 ;  must  (do  so) ,  R.  387 ; 

owes,  F  750;    Sholde,  i  //.  s,  should, 

B  56;  ought  (to  have  done  so),  3. 1200; 

Sholdestow,    shouldst    thou,     10.    60; 

wouldst  thou,   D   1944;    Sholde,  pt,   s, 

should,  A  184 ;  ought  to,  B  44 ;  had  to, 

E  515 ;  was  to,  B  3891 ;  would,  B  3627 ; 

Shul,   I  pr.  pi.   must,  have  to,  B  Q51; 
.  must,  B  1900;  Shullen,  2  pr,  pi.  shall, 

B  4652;  Shullen, /r.^/.  must,  A  3014. 
Shale,  s.  shell,  HF.  1281. 
Shalmyes,//.  shawms.  HF.  1218. 
Shame,  s.  A  503;  Shame  of  his  degree, 

i.  e.  lest  it  should  shame  his  condition 


(as  husband),  F  752;  Shames  deth, 
shameful  death,  B  819,  E  2377. 

Shamen,  v,  put  to  sname,  F  1565 ;  ih^e 
shameth,  it  shames  thee,  thou  art 
ashamed,  B  loi. 

Shamfast,  adj,  modest,  shy,  A  2055.  C  55 ; 
shame-fiEiced,  ashamed,  R.  467. 

Shamf aatnease,  s,  modesty, A  840 ;  sense 
of  shame,  I  985. 

Shap,  s,  A  1889 !  privy  member,  I  423. 

Shapen,  v.  plan,  devise,  A  3403;  find 
means  (to  do),  A  809;  /r.  s.  mtends.  L. 
1289 ;  Shape,  fr.  pi.  dispose,  B  2989 ; 
Shapen  hem,  mtend.  F  214 ;  Sh66p.  pi„ 
s,  befcl,  T.  !i.  61 ;  devised,  planned,  T.  i. 
207 ;  made,  gave,  L.  2569 ;  prepared  for, 
E 198 ;  plotted,  B  2543 ;  created.  E  903 ; 
contrived,  E  946;  Snoop  me,  \pt,  s,  re/L 
addressed  myself,  2.  ao;  prepared  my- 
self, L.  180 ;  Shoop  him,  //.  s.  reJL  got 
ready,  L.  625;  determined,  F  805; 
Shopen,  pt,  pi,  made  ready,  B  9995; 
Shapen,  pp.  determined,  A  1108;  des- 
tined, A  1392 ;  shaped,  L.  9014 ;  planned. 
B  951;  prepared,  B  249;  appointed,  B 
253;  disposed  (themselves),  B  142;  built, 
7-  357*.  cut  out,  T.  iii.  734;  Shape,  pp. 
destined,  ordained,  A  1225 ;  allotted,  T. 
ii.  282 ;  created,  B  3099 ;  imp,  pi.  re/. 
dispose  yourself,  B  2307. 

Shaply ,  adj.  fit,  A  372 ;  likely,  T.  iv.  1452. 

Sharpe,  adv.  sharply,  B  9or\, 

Shave,  v.  shave,  A  3326;  Shaven,/^,  cut 
smooth,  R.  941 ;  Shave,  pp,  shaven,  A  588. 

ShavinfiT,  s,  a  thin  slice,  G  1239. 

Shawe,  s,  wood,  A  4367,  D  1386. 

She,  she,  A  446 ;  She  . . .  she,  one  woman 
and  another,  T.  ii.  1747. 

She-ape,  s.  female  ape,  I  424. 

Shedeth,  pr.  s,  sheds,  1 577 ;  Shedde,//.  s, 
shed,  B  3447 ;  Shadde,  //.  s,  poured,  B 
3921 :  Shad,/^.  distributed,  B  i.  m  i.  18. 

Sheef,  s.  sheaf,  A  104;  Sheves,  pi,  HF. 
214a 

Sheep,  s.  a  sheep,  A  506;  a  meek  person, 
D432. 

Sheld,  s.  shield,  A  2x22;  //.  French 
crowns  (coins  worth  3^.  4^.),  A  278; 
Sheeld.//.  B  1521. 

Shelde,  pr,  s.  stUfj,  may  he  shield,  HF.  88. 

Shende,  v,  disgrace,  T.  iv.  1577 ;  ruin,  B 
927;  render  contemptible,  T.  v.  893; 
reproach,  T.  v.  1060;  destroy,  HF.  1016; 
Shent,/r.  J.  ruins,  I  848;  defiles.  I  854; 
Shente,  pt,  s,  harmed,  injured.  B  4031 ; 
Shente,  pt,  s,  subj,  should  destroy,  T.  ii. 
w;  Shent, />^.  spoilt,  T.  ii.  37 ;  defeated, 
L.  652 ;  scolded,  B  1731. 
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Shendjshlpe,  s.  shame,  I  273. 

Shene,  ad/,  bright,  A  115 ;  elistening,  R. 
127;  fair,  E  2528;  beautinil.  B  6^.  F 
1045.    A.  S.  ueme,  scyne, 

Sbene,  adv,  brightiv,  4.  87. 

Sbepe,  s,  hire,  I  ^68.    See  Shipe. 

Shepne,  j.  stable,  shed,  A  aooa  A.S. 
scyptn.    See  Shipnes. 

Shere,  s.  pair  of  shears,  A  2417. 

Shore,  ger.  to  shear,  cut,  B  3257. 

SberlniT-hokes,//.  shearing-hooks,  con- 
trivances for  severing  ropes  in  a  sea- 
fight,  L.  641. 

Sherte,  s,  shirt,  A  1566;  chemise.  T.  iv. 
96. 

Shot,  pp,  of  Shette. 

Shete,  s,  sheet.  G  879 ;  //.  A  4140. 

Sbeten,  v.  shoot,  I  714;  Sheteth, /r.  s, 
shoots,  R.  96a 

Sheter,  s,  as  adj,  fit  for  shooting  (lit. 
shooter),  5.  i8a 

Shethe,  j.  sheath,  R.  9066. 

Shette,  V,  shut,  enclose,  T.  iii.  1549; 
shut,  close,  D  1141;  Shette,//.  s,  shut, 
A  3499 ;  closed,  fiutened  up,  T.  ii.  1090 ; 
Shetten.  //.  //.  shut  up,  enclosed,  T.  i. 
148 ;  Shet,  pp.  shut,  R.  599. 

Sheves,//.  sheaves,  HF.  214a 

She  weth,  pr.  s.  pretends,  appears,  B  2386 ; 
appears  as,  is  shewn,  A.  i.  7.  9. 

Shute,  V,  provide,  distribute,  ordain,  D 
104 ;  assign,  G  278. 

Shllde,  pr.  s,  subu  shield,  T.  ii.  1019; 
defend,  B  2098 ;  forbid,  A  3427. 

Shimerinff,  j.  glimmer,  A  4297. 

Shhie,  s.  shin,  A  386. 

Shlned,  pt  s.  shone,  L.  2194. 

Ship,  s,  1. 16;  Shipe.  dot.  (mto  the)  ship, 
(into  the)  ark,  A  3540. 

Shipe,  J.  hire,  pay,  reward,  7.  193;  Shepe, 
hire,  I  568.    A.  S.  scipe,  stipendfium. 

Shipman,  s.  sailor,  skipper,  A  388. 

Shipnes,  //.  stables,  sheds,  D  871.  See 
Shepne. 

Shlrreve,  j.  sheriflf,  A  359.  Lit.  '  shire- 
reeve.' 

Shlten,/^.  defiled,  dirty,  A  504. 

ShlttinsTi  s.  shutting,  R.  1^98. 

Shivere,  x.  thin  sUce,  D  1840. 

Shlveren,  pr.  pi.  break,  A  2605. 

Sho,  shoe,  A  253. 

Shod,  pp.  provided  with  shoes,  HF.  98. 

Shode,  s.  parting  of  the  hair,  A  3316 ;  the 
temple  of  the  head,  A  2007. 

Shof ,  //.  5.  pushed,  T.  iil  487. 

Shoken, //.//.  shook,  R.  3^^. 

Sholder-bone,  s.  shoulder-blade-bone,  C 
350. 


Shonde,  s.  disgrace,  HF.  88 ;  B  2098. 
Shoo,  /.  shoe,  D  492 ;  Shoos,  //.  A  457 ; 

Shoon,//.  B  1922. 
Shoof,  //.  $.  I  p.  shoved,  pushed,  R.  534; 

pt.  s.  drove,  L.  2412. 
Snoon  (sh66n),p/.  </Shoo. 
Shoon  (shddn),//.  s.  o/Shyne. 
Shorn,  pp.  shaven,  B  3143. 
Shorte,  v.  shorten,  L>   1261;    to  shorte 

with  your  weye,  to  shorten    your  way 

with,  A  791. 
Shortly,  adv.  briefly,  A  30. 
Short-sholdred,  adj.  short  in  the  upper 

arm,  A  549. 
Shot,  s.  a  missile,  B  4539 ;  arrow,  A  3544. 
Shot-wlndowe,  s,  a  window  containing 

a  square  division  which  opens    on   a 

hinge,  A  3358,  3695. 
Shour,  5,  shower,  T.  iv.  751 ;  onset,  con- 
flict, T.  iv.  47;  pi.  assaults,  T.  I  470. 

CI  E.  •  a  shower  of  darts.' 
Showvlnff ,  s.  shoving,  pushing,  H  53. 
Shredde,  //.  s.  shred,  cut,  E  227. 
Shrewe,  s.  scoundrel,  accursed  wretch, 

D  284;  shrew,  peevish  woman,  E  1222, 

2428;  planet  having  an  evil  influence, 

A  ii.  4.  54 ;  evil  one,  G  917. 
Shrewe,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  G  995. 
Shrewe,  i  pr.  s.  beshrew,  curse,  B  4616. 
Shrewed,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  L  1545 ; 

accursed,  D  54. 
Shrewedly,  adv.  cursedly,  D  2238. 
Shrewednesse,  s.  wickedness,  evil,  B 

2721 ;  cursedness,  D  734 ;  //.  evil  deeds. 

Shnfte-fadres,  //.  father-confessors.  D 

1442. 
Shrlifhte,  //.  s.  shrieked,  A  2817 ;  pp.  T. 

V.  32a 
Shrlmpes,  //.  small   creatures,  dwarfs, 

B  3MS. 

Shroud,  s.  robe,  R.  64. 

Shrouded,/^,  clad,  R.  55. 

Shryked,  pt.pl.  shrieked.  B  4590. 

Shrykinsr,  i.  shrieking,  T.  v.  382. 

Shrsmed,  fp.  enshrined,  C  955 ;  canon- 
ised (ironically),  21. 15. 

Shry  ve,  ger.  to  confess,  I  129. 

Shulder-boon,  s.  blade-bone.  I  603. 

Shuldres,  //.  shoulders,  R.  328. 

Shull,  ShuUen,  Shulde ;  see  Shal. 

Sh3me,^^.  to  shine,  xa  62 ;  Shddn,  strong 
pt.  s.  shorte,  A  198 ;  Shynede,  weakpt.  s. 
shone.  L.  1119;  Shined,  L.  2194. 

Sib,  adj.  related,  akin,  B  2565. 

Slcamour,  s.  sycamore,  HF.  1278. 

Slcer,  s.  strong  drink,  B  3245. 

Slffh,  I//,  s.  saw,  R.  818. 
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Si8rhte,//.j.  ^/Syke. 
Sigrnet,  s.  signet-ring,  T.  ii.  1087. 
Sifirnlflaunce,  s.  signification,    R.  995; 

significance,  HF.  17;  prediction,  R.  16. 
Signijicavit,  a  writ  of  excommunication, 

A  662. 
Sik,  adj.  sick,  ill,  A  1600. 
Slker,  adj.  sure,  A  3049,  B  4353;  safe, 

G  864;   certain,  G  1047;  sure,  steady, 

D  9069 ;  in  security,  17.  a8. 
Slker,  adv.  uninterruptedly,  T.  iii.  1237; 

surely,  T.  ii.  991. 
Sikered,  >^.  assured,  L.  2128. 
Sikerer,  adj.  surer,  more  to  be  trusted, 

B  4043. 
Sikerly,  adv.  certainly,  surely,  truly,  A 

137. 
Sikemesse,    s.   security,    safety,    confi- 
dence, B  425;  state  of  security,  T,  ii. 

Sikly,  adv.  ill,  with  ill  will,  E  625. 

Silver,  s.  money,  A  232,  713. 

Silver,  adt.  silvery,  A  1496. 

Similitude,  s.  comparison;  hence,  pro- 
position, statement^  G  431;  sympathy, 
likeness,  F  480;  one  like  himself,  A  3228. 

Slmphonye,  s.  a  kind  of  tabor,  B  2005. 

Simple,  adj.  modest,  R.  1014;  innocent, 
3.  861. 

SimplesBe,  s.  Simplicity  (personified), 
R.  954. 

Sin,  conj.  and  adv.  since,  4.  273. 

Sln^e,  V.  sing,  A  236 ;  Singestow,  singest 
thou,  H  244 ;  Song,  ipi.  s.  sang,  3. 1158 ; 
Songe,  2  pt.  s.  didst  sing,  H  294 ;  Song, 
//.  s.  A  1055;  Songen, //.//.  sang,  F  55; 
Songe,  //.  s.  subj.  were  to  sing,  3.  929 ; 
Songen,  pp.  sung,  T.  v.  645 ;  Songe,  pp. 
A  266 ;  recited,  T.  v.  1797. 

SlnerulaiiteeB,  s.  pi.  separate  parts,  par- 
ticulars, B  5.  m  3.  45. 

Sinsruler,  adj.  particular,  B  2.  p  7.  64; 
single,  I  300;  a  single,  G  997;  private, 
B  2625 ;  singular  projyte,  special  advan- 
tage, HF.  310. 

Slnerulerly,  adv.  singly,  B  4.  p.  6. 77. 

Sinne,  s.  sin,  A  561. 

Sinwes,  s.pl,  sinews,  I  690. 

Sippe,  V.  sip.  taste,  D  176. 

Sire,  sir,  my  master,  A  355;  Sires,  gen. 
sire's,  father's,  i.  e.  Saturn's,  E  9065. 

SlB  olnk,  i.  e.  six-five,  a  throw  with  two 
dice,  B  125. 

SlBOures,  pi.  scissors.  HF.  690. 

Sit,/r.  s.  sits;  see  Sltte. 

Site,  s.  situation,  HF.  1114;  E  199. 

Sith,  com.  since,  A  930;  Sith  that,  since, 
F  930,  H  120. 


Sith,  adv.  afterwards,  C  869:   dien,  U 

Sithen,  coi^.  since,  B  2947;  Sidien  that, 
since,  A  2102. 

Sithen,  adv.  since,  ago,  A  1521;  since 
then,  R.  1641;  since,  T.  iiL  244;  after- 
wards, A  2617 ;  then,  next,  L.  304 ;  gocm 
s.  a  greet  wfyl,  a  great  while  ago,  L. 
427 ;  gon  s,  hnge  w^le,  long  ago,  T.  i. 
718. 

Sithes,  pi.  times,  A.  ii.  42. 9. 

Sltte,  V.  sit,  A  94;  Sit,  pr.  s.  sits,  dwells. 
A  1599.  3641 ;  befits,  suits,  B  13^ ;  is 
fitting,  T.  i.  246;  yifel  it  sit,  it  is  un- 
becoming, E  460 ;  Sat,  pt.  s,  sat,  A  469 ; 
affected,  T.  iv,  231;  suited,  L.  1735; 
became,  R.  750;  sat  on  knees^  knelt,  3. 
106 ;  hit  sat  me  sore,  it  was  very  painful 
for  me,  3.  1220;  T.  iii,  240;  Sect,//,  s, 
sat  (folse  form,  due  to  pL  siten),  A  9075  • 
Seten,  pt.  fl.  sat,  A  2893 ;  Sete,  pt.  j. 
subJ.  would  befit,  T.  i.  985,  ii.  117;  were 
to  sit,  3.  436 ;  was  sitting,  3.  501 ;  SSten, 
pp.  sat,  D  420 ;  dwelt,  A 1452 ;  welsittinge, 
well  suited,  R.  986. 

Slttingrest,  sup.  adj.  most  fitting,  5. 551. 

Slve,  s.  sieve,  G  940. 

Sizte,  sixth,  D  45,  F  906. 

Skant,  adj.  scanty,  sparing,  niggardly,  z. 

175- 
Skeirmlsh,  1.  skirmish,  T.  ii.  611. 
Skars,  tidj.  scarce,  9.  36. 
loathe,  s.  harm,  T.  iv.  207. 
Skile,  s.  reason,  cause,  HF.  726;  gret  sk^ 

food  reason,  E  1152;  reasonable  claim, 
..  1392;  pi.  reasons,  ai^guments,  HF. 
867. 

Skilful,  adj,  reasonable,  L.  385 ;  discern- 
ing, B  1038. 

Skllmllyy  adv.  reasonably,  with  reason, 
G  320;  particularly,  4. 155. 

Skillnfire,  s.  reason,  B  4.  p  6. 155. 

Sklnketh,//.  s,  pours  out,  E  172X 

Skippe,  ger.  to  skip,  jump,  T.  L  218; 
V.  dance,  A  3259;  leap,  £  1672;  pass 
over.  L.  622 ;  Skipte,  pt.  s.  leapt,  F  1402. 

Skulle,  s,  skull,  A  3935, 4306. 

Skye,  s.  cloud,  HF.  i6oa 

Slake,  V.  assuage,  R.  317 ;  slacken,  abate, 
F  841;  desist  (from),  E  705;  cease, 
E  137;  end,  E  802;  Slake  of,  omit,  L. 
619 ;  Slake,  pr.  s.  subJ.  grow  slack,  wane, 
T.  ii.  291 ;  Slakede,  pt.  s.  subJ,  shoukl 
relax,  B  2.  m  8. 18. 

Slakke,  adj.  sk>w,  A  2901;  def,  shu^, 
E  1849. 

Slakker,  adj.  pi.  slacker,  more  tardy, 
B  1603. 
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Stodes,  J.  fl.  sledges,  vehicles.  B  4.  p  i. 

78.    V\,q\sU<L 
Sliee,  V,  A  661 ;  Sleen,  ger.  to  slajr,  A  I2aa ; 

Slee,  \  pr.s.as  fmt.  shall  slay,  B  aooa ; 

Sleeth./r.  j.  slays,  A  1118 ;  Slowe.  a  //. 

J.  didst  slay,  T.  iv.  506;   Slow,  pt,  j. 

slew,    B   tij\     extinguished,    B   3933; 

Slough,  pt,  5,  7.  56;   Slawe,^.  slain, 

A  ^3 ;  Slawen.  //.  E  544 ;  Slayn,  pp, 

slain,  A  63. 
Sleep,  pt.  J.  of  Slepe. 
Sleiire,  j.  slayer,  A  aoqc. 
Sleet,  s,  sleet,  L.  laao;  F  lasa 
Slelffh,  adj.  sly,  artful,  A  3901. 
Sleiffhiy,  adv,  cunningly,  T.  v.  83. 
Sleiffhte,  J.  tricker)r,  T.  iv.  1459:  trick, 

B  2386;  sleight,  T.  ii.  151 2;  contrivance, 

E  iioa ;  plan,  E  2131 ;  dexterity,  A  1948 ; 

cunning,  L.  1^82 ;  skill,  G  867 ;  //.  plans, 

T.  iv.  1^51 ;  devices,  tricks,  £  2421. 
Slely,  am/,  slily,  L  e.  skilfullv,  A.  ii.  29. 2a 
Slepe,  J.  sleep,  F  347 ;  on  sUpt,  asleep,  L. 

209. 
Slepe,  V.  sleep,  %,  3 ;  Slepestow.  steepest 

thou,  A  4169;  Sleep,  i//.j.  slept,  HF. 

119 :  Sleep,  pt,  J.  A  98 ;  Slepte,  weak  pt, 

1.  E  234:  Slepe,//.//.  3.  166, 177. 
Sleplnff ,  s.  sleep,  B  4202. 
Sleplnff-tyme,  s.  time  to  sleep,  6. 54. 
Slepy,  adj.  sleep-bestowing,  A  1387. 
Slewthe,  s.  sloth,  I  388. 
Sleye,  pi.  sly,  subtle,  T.  iv.  972, 
Sleyly,  adv,  slily,  T.  ii.  1185;  subtly,  T. 

ii.  462. 
Slider,  adj.  slippery,  A  1264. 
Sliffhte,  s.  sleight,  cunning,  C  131. 
Slike,  adj.  sleek.  R.  543. 
Slinffe-atonee,  pL  stones  from  a  sling, 

T.  ii.  941. 
SUnke,  ger.  to  slink,  T.  iii.  1535. 
Slippe,  V.  slip,  L.  623. 
Slit./r.j.tf/Slyde. 
Slltten.  V.  pierce.  F  126a 
Sllvere,  j.  a  slice,  portion,  T.  iii.  1013. 
Slo,  s.  sloe.  R.  928 ;  Sloo,  A  3246. 
Slofirardye,  s.  sluggishness,  sloth,  lazi- 
ness. A  1042. 
Slombreetow,  slumberest  thou,  T.  i.  73a 
Slombry,  adj.  sleepy.  I  724. 
Slomerinsre.  s.  slumber,  T.  ii.  67. 
Slonsr.  pt.  s.  threw,  flung,  H  306.    Pt.  t 

of  sli^gen. 
Sloo,  s.  sloe.  A  3246;  Slo,  R.  928. 
Sloppes,  s,  pi.  loose  garments,  I  422. 
Sloufirb,  s.  slough,  mire.  H  64. 
Sloufirb,  pt.  s.  slew,  A  980;  see  Slee. 
Slouthe,  s.  sloth.  T.  ii.  959. 
Slow,  J.  slough,  D  1565 ;  Slough,  H  64. 


Slow,  pt.  s,  of  Slee. 

Slowh,  //.  J.  slew,  B  4.  m  7.  43. 

SlUfiTffy,  adj.  sluggish,  I  706. 

Sluttish,  adj.  slovenly,  G  636. 

Sly,  adj.  L.  1369;  sly  (one),  A  3940;  Slye, 

def.  cunning,  ciafty,  7. 48 ;  skilml,  F  672 ; 

fl.  artfully  contrived,  F  230. 
Slyde,  V.  slide,  T.  v.  351 ;  pass,  go  away, 

£  82,  F  934 ;  Slit,  pr.  s.  passes  away,  5. 

3 ;  G  683 ;    Slydinge,  pf^^*  pi*  as  adj. 

moving,  i.  e.  unstable,  T.  v.  835. 
Slyk  (for  Slyke?),  adj.  sleek,  D  351. 
Slyk,  adj.  such  (Northern),  A  4130.  4170. 
Slyly,  adv.  sagaciously,  A  1444. 
Smal,  adj,  small,  A  153 ;  a  smal^  a  little, 

6.  113. 
Smal,  adv.  little,  D  593;   but  smal,  but 

little,  F  71;  high  (of  musical  notes),  13. 

zi. 
Smalieh,  adj.  smallish.  R.  826. 
Smart,  adj.  brisk  (said  of  a  fire),  G  768. 
Smatre,/r.//.  ref.  taste  slightly,  I  857. 
Smert,  adj.  smart,  quick,  R.  831 ;  brisk, 

G  768 ;  //.  painful,  3.  507. 
Smerte,  s.  pain,  smart,  F  480,  856,  974 ; 

anguish,  A  3813. 
Smerte,  adv.  smartly,  sharply,  A  149; 

sorely,  £  639. 
Smerte,  ger,  to  smart,  L.  503 ;  Smert.  pr, 

s,  pains  (me).  1. 153;  Smerte. /r.  s.suij. 

(it)  may  pain.  A  1394;   Smerte.  pt.  s. 

felt  pain.  T.  il  930 ;  Smerte,  pt,  s,  subj. 

impers,  (it)  might  give  pain  to,  A  33a 
Smit.  -en ;  see  Smyte. 
Smitned,  pt.  s.  forged,  A  3763. 
Smitted,  pp.  smutted,  i.  e.  besmirched, 

sullied  with  dishonour,  T.  v.  1545. 
Smoldnsr,  pres.  pt.  reeking  with  incense 

or  perfume.  A  3381. 
Smokless,  adj.  without  a  smock,  £  875. 
Smoky,  adj.  smoke-like,  T.  iii.  638. 
Smoot,^/.  s.  of  Smyte. 
Smoterliohe,  adj.  smirched  in  reputa- 
tion. A  3963. 
Smothe,  om,  smooth.  A  69a 
Smothe,  aav.  smoothly,  A  676. 
Smyler,  s.  smiler.  flatterer.  A  1999. 
Smyte,  v.  strike,  A   1320;    Smyten  of, 

smite    off.    L.    1817;    Smyteth.   pr.    s, 

knocks,   L.   ^93;    Smit,  pr.   s.    smites. 

£  133;  Smdot.  pt.  s.  smote,  struck,  A 

149;  Smiten,  pp.  struck,  T.  ii.  1145. 
Snewed,  pt.  s.  abounded.  A  345. 
Snibben,  v,  reprove,  chide,  lit.  'snub,' 

A  533 ;  pp.  reprimanded,  A  4401. 


Snortetb,  pr,  s.  snorts.  A  4163 ;  pt.  s.  was 

drawn  together  (as  in  snimng).  R.  157. 
Snow,  s,  R.  558;    argent   (in  heraldry) 
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white,   B   3573;  //.  snow-storms,  HF. 

967. 
Snowlsh,  adj.  snowy,  white,  T.  iii.  1250. 
80,  adv,  so,  A  loa ;  such,  B  2905 ;  in  such 

a  way,  such,  T.  iii.  1579 ;  so,  i.  e.  pray 

(with  verb  in  subj.  mood),  T.  iii.  1470; 

So  as,  as  well  as,  as  far  as,  4.  i6z;  so 

have  J  Joyt^  as  I  hope  to  have  bliss,  3. 

1065. 
80,  conj.  provided  that,  L.  1319;  So  as, 

whereas,  B  4.  p  3.  40 ;  So  tfaiat,  provided 

that,  C  i86. 
Sobrely,  adv,  gravely,  F  1585 ;  Soberly, 

sadly,  with  a  melancholy  look,  A  289. 
Sobrenesse,  s.  sobriety.  I  834. 
Socour,  succour,  help,  A  918,  F  1357 ;  do 

yaw  s.,  help  you,  4.  292. 
Socoiiren,  v.  aid,  T.  iii.  1264. 
Socours,  s.  help,  L.  1341. 
Soden,  /^.  sodden,  boiled,  I  900. 
Sodeln,  adj.  prompt,  forward,  T.  v.  1024. 
Sodelniy,  adv.  suddenly.  F  10x5. 
Softe,  adt'.  soft,  A   153;  gentle,  slow,  B 

399 ;  mild,  D  1412. 
Softia,  adv.  softly,  A  2781 ;  gently,  C  252; 

tenderly,  B  275 ;  timidly,  3.  1212. 
Softely,  adv.  softly,  F  636;  quietly,  G 

408 ;  in  a  low  tone.  L.  2126. 
Softneth,  pr.  s.  assuages.  L.  50. 
Sojoume,  v.  dwell,  T.  v.  1350;  tarry,  R. 

381 ;  remain,  D  987. 
Soken,  s.  toll,  A  3987.    A.  S.  sdcn. 
Sokingrly,  adv.  gradually.  B  3766.    '  So- 

kyngly,    idem    quod    esyly*;     Prompt 

Parv. 
Sol,  Sol  (the  sun).  G  826. 
Solas,  s.  amusement,  A  798;    solace,  I 

206 ;  comfort,  F  802 ;  consolation,  T.  it 

460;  relief.  B  1972;  diversion,  B  1904; 

pleasure,  B  3964 ;  playfulness,  R.  844 ; 

joy,  T.  i.  31 ;  ease,  L.  1966. 
Solde,//.  J.  tf/Selle. 
Solempne,  adj.  festive,  grand,  E  11 25; 

cheerful,   A    209;    important,   A   364; 

illustrious,  B  387 ;  superb,  F  61 ;  public, 

I  102. 
Solempnely,    adv.    pompously,    with 

pomp,  A  274. 
Solempnltee,  s.  pomp,  A  870;  outward 

show,  C  244 ;  due  ceremony,  E  1709. 
Soleyn,  adt.  sole,  solitarjir  3.  982;    un- 

mated.  5.  607,  614. 
Solsticloun,  s.  the  solsdce,  or  point  of 

the  ecliptic  most  remote  from  the  equa- 
tor, A.  i.  17.  9. 
Som  (sum) ,  indef.  pron.  some,  A  640,  B 

X182;  one,  a  certain  man,  G  922;  one, 

3.  305;  another,  5.  476;  som  shretoe  is, 


some  one  (at  least)  is  wicked,  G  995; 

Som  . . .  som,  one  . . .  another,  A  3031 ; 

Somme,  pL  some,  B  2139;    some  (ol 

them),  L.  1050. 
Soxndel,  adv.  somewhat,  B  401  z ;  a  little, 

L.  1183;  in  some  measure.  A  391Z. 
Soxner,   s,   summer,   A   394;    Someres 

game,  summer-game,  athletic  exhibition, 

D648. 
Soxner-aesoun,  s,  spring,  early  summer. 

B  3.  P  8. 43' 

Soxnxne,  //.  some.  T.  iv.  995 ;  see  Bom. 

Soxnxne,  s.  sum,  F  1220;  chief  point, 
upshot,  L.  1559:  //.  sums  of  money, 
B  1407,  G  675. 

Soixme,  V. ;  see  Sompne. 

Soixmour,  s,  summoner.  apparitor,  an 
officer  who  summoned  dehnquents  be- 
fore the  ecclesiastical  courts,  A  543. 

Soxnonce,  s.  summons,  D  1586. 

Sompne,  v.  summon,  D  1577 ;  Somne.  v. 

D  1347- 

Sompnolence,  s,  somnolence,  I  706. 

Somtyme,  adv.  once,  A  65,  85;  some- 
times, B  1667:  some  day,  B  iia 

Sond,  s.  sand,  B  509, 4457. 

Sonde,  s.  message,  B  388, 104^;  sending. 
I  625;  gifts.  B  1049;  visitation,  B  760. 
826 ;  trial,  B  902 ;  message  {or  messen- 
ger), 6525. 

Sonded,  pp.  sanded,  T.  il  83x 

Sondry,  ad/,  various.  A  14,  25. 

Sone  (suna),  s.  son,  A  79, 336. 

Sone,  adv.  soon,  A  1022 ;  speedily,  D  1264. 

Sone-in-lawe,  s.  son-in-law,  E  315. 

Sonest,  adv.  superl.  soonest,  B  3716. 

Songr,  -e,  -en ;  see  Sinfire. 

Soxme,  s,  sun,  A  7.  3a 

Soxme-beem,  s.  sunbeam.  D  868. 

Sonxilsh,  adj.  sun-like,  golden,  T.  iv.  7361. 
8x6. 

Soor,  s.  sore,  wound,  A  1454. 

Soor,  adj.  wounded,  grieved.  A  9695; 
sore,  F  1571 ;  sad,  T.  v.  63m. 

Soot,  s.  soot,  an  emblem  of  bitterness,  T. 
iii.  X194. 

Sooth,  adj.  true,  L.  14 ;  oj  adv.  truly,  C 
636. 

Sooth,  s.  truth.  A  284;  Sothe,  G  662; 
Sothe.  dot.  B  1939. 

Soothfastnesse,  s.  truth,  B  4518. 

Soothly,  adv.  truly,  A  117. 

Sooty,  adj.  begrimed  witn  soot,  B  4022. 

Sop,  s.  sop  (of  toasted  bread),  E  184^; 
Sop  in  wyn.  wine  with  breaa  soaked  In 
it,  A  334. 

Soper,  s.  supper,  A  348 ;  Sopeer,  F  1189. 

SophlBtrye,  s.  evil  cunning,  L.  137. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


SloMUttial  IiOirx. 


103 


Sophyme,  s,  a  sophism,  trick  of  logic,  E 

5;//.  deceits,  F  554. 
Sore,  adv.  sorely,  A  148;  bar  so  sore,  bore 

so  ill,  £  85. 
Sore,  gtr,  to  soar,  HF.  531 ;  to  mount 

aloft,  r  123. 
Sorer,  adv.  more  sorelv,  L.  502. 
Soreet,  adv.  most  sorely,  5.  404. 
Sormounte,  ger.  to  surpass,  R.  667 ;  pr, 

s.  rises  above,  T.  iii.  1038. 
Sort,  5,  lot,  T.  ii.  1754;  destiny,  chance, 

A  844;  kind,  A  4381;  divination,  T.  i. 

A 

Sorted,  //.  s.  allotted,  T.  v.  1827. 

Sorwe,  s.  sorrow,  grief,  A  951 ;  mourn- 
ing, B  2171;  sympathy,  compassion,  F 
422 ;  with  sorwe,  with  ill  luck  to  you,  D 
308. 

Sorwestow,  thou  sorrowest,  B  i.  p  6. 
80;  pr.  s.  I  85 ;  pr.  pi.  A  2824. 

Sorweful,  adj.  sorrowful,  L.  1832. 

Sorwefulleste,  adj.  most  sorrowful,  E 
2098. 

Sorwefully,  adv.  sadly,  A  2978. 

SorwinsT,  s.  sorrow,  3.  606. 

Sory,  adj.  sorrowful,  mournful,  A  2004, 
2010 ;  sad,  B  2899 ;  unlucky,  B  1949 ;  ill, 
C  876 :  miserable,  H  55. 

Sory,  adv.  sorely,  B  2.  p  4.  100. 

Soeter,  s.  sister,  A  3486. 

Sote,  adj.  sweet,  A  i.  B  2348. 

Sote,  adv.  sweetly,  L.  2612. 

Sotel,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  18.  43. 

Soteltee,  subtlety,  skill,  x8. 77. 

Soth,  adj,  true,  B  169;  Sooth.  L.  14. 

Sothe,  s.  truth.  A  845.    See  Sooth. 

Sother,  adj.  comp.  truer,  G  214. 

Sothfastnesse.  s.  truth,  B  2365;  cer- 
tainty, I  380. 

Sothly,  adv.  verily,  soothly,  A.  pr.  23. 

Soth-eawe,  s.  true  saymg,  truth,  HF. 
2089;  ^/.  HF.676. 

Sotil,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  L.  1556,  2559 ; 
subtly  woven,  A  1054 ;  thin,  A  2030. 

Sotilly,  adv.  skilfully,  R.  1119;  cleverly, 
R.  772. 

Sotted,  adj.  besotted,  befooled,  G  1341. 

Souded,  pp.  confirmed.  B  1769. 

Souerbt,  -e;  see  Seke. 

Souke,/'/r.  tosuck,  A4157;  to  embezzle, 
A  4416 ;  pp.  been  at  the  breast,  E  450. 

Soul,  adj.  sole,  single,  E  2080. 

Soule,  s.  soul,  A  656, 781. 

Soulfre,  s.  sulphur,  HF.  1508. 

Soun,  s.  sound,  musical  sound,  A  674,  E 
271 ;  vaunt,  L.  267 ;  pi.  sounds.  A  2512. 

Sound,  adj.  unhurt,  L.  1619 ;  //.  in  strong 
health,  T.  iii.  1526, 


Sounde,_^^.  to  heal,  make  sound,  7. 242 ; 
V.  heal,  R.  966. 

Soune,  ger.  to  sound,  to  utter.  T.  ii.  573 ; 
imitate  in  sound,  speak  alike,  F  105; 

•  Sounen,  v.  sound,  hence,  tend,  redound, 
T.  i.  1036;  Souneth.  pr.  s.  tends  (to- 
wards).  relates  (to),  T.  iii.  1414;  is  con- 
sonant (with),  B  3157;  makes  (for),  H 
195 :  Sounen,  pr.  pi.  tend,  I  io68 ;  pt.  s. 
inclined,  T.  iv.  1676 ;  pres.  pt.  accordant 
with,  in  agreement  with,  A  275;  Soun- 
inge  in,  tending  to,  A  307. 

Souned ;  testes., best-sounding, T.  ii.  1031. 

Soupe,  V.  sup,  T.  ii.  944. 

Souper,  s.  supper,  T.  ii.  947. 

Souple,  adj.  pliant,  A  203. 

Sourdeth,  pr.  s.  arises,  I  475. 

Soure,  adj.  bitter,  cruel.  B  i.  p  4.  88. 

Soure,  adv.  sourly,  bitterly,  B  2012. 

Soures,  s.  pi.  sorrels,  bucks  of  the  third 
year,  3.  429. 

Sourmountetn,  pr.  s.  surmounts,  rises 
above.  T.  iii.  1038. 

Sours,  s.  source,  origin,  T.  v.  1591 ;  E  49; 
a  springing  alof%,  HF.  544;  swift  up- 
ward flight,  D  1938.  1941. 

Souter,  s.  cobbler,  A  3904. 

Soutiltee,  s.  device,  D  ^76. 

Souvenance,  s.  remembrance,  24.  14. 

Soveraynetee,  s.  sovereignty,  E  114,  F 
751 ;  supremacy.  D  818. 

Sovereyn,  adj.  supreme,  very  high,  A  67 ; 
chief,  B  3339 ;  sovereign,  D  1048 ;  supe- 
rior, A.  li.  28.  39  (a  technical  term, 
applied  to  the  western  signs  of  the 
zodiac) ;  as  s.  lord,  i.  69 ;  master,  G  590 ; 
Sovereyne,  /em.  5.  422 ;  Sovereyns,  //. 
superiors.  I  392.  402. 

Sovereynly,  adv.  royally,  B  2462 ;  chiefly, 

B  4552- 

Soveresmtee,  s.  supremacy,  D  1038. 

Sowdan,  s.  sultan,  B  177. 

Sowdanesae,  s.  sultaness,  B  358. 

Sowe,  V.  sew  up,  T.  ii.  1201,  1204;  pp. 
sewn,  A  685. 

Sowen,  V.  sow.  B  1182;  Sowen,  pp.  K 
1617;  Soy/e,  pp.  T.  i.  385. 

Sowie,  s.  soul,  life,  T.  li.  1734. 

Sowled,  pp.  endued  with  a  soul,  G  329. 

Sowne,  V.  sound,  play  upon.  A  565; 
sound,  T.  iii.  189:  Sowneth,  pr,  s, 
sounds,  I  160;  signifies,  A.  i.  21.  62;  pr, 
pi,  play,  F  270 ;  Sowneth,  pr.  pi,  tend 
(to),  are  consonant  (with),F5i7 ;  Souned, 
pt.pl.  tended,  B  3348.    See  Soune. 

Space,  s.  room,  T.  i.  714 ;  space  of  time. 
A  87;  while,  C  239;  opportunity,  spare 
time,  A  35 ;  course,  A  176. 
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Spak,//.  J.  spake,  A  124;  see  Bpeke. 

Span,  //.  s,  spun,  L.  1762. 

Spanne,  s,  span,  A  155. 

Span-newe,  adj\  span-new,  T.  iii.  1665. 
Lit. '  newly  spun.* 

Spare,  t/.  spare,  refrain,  A  19a ;  cease,  5. 
699 ;  /^.  passed  over,  L.  2602. 

Sparbauk,  s,  sparrow-hawk.  B  1957. 

Sparingre,  s.  moderation,  I  835. 

Sparkle,  s.  small  spark,  B  2095. 

Sparow,  s.  sparrow,  5.  351. 

Sparre,  s.  wooden  b^m,  A  990, 1076. 

8pcu*th,  s.  battle-axe,  A  2520. 

Sparwe,  s,  sparrow,  A  626. 

Spaynel,  s,  si>aniel,  D  267. 

Speoe,  s.  species,  sort,  I  407 ;  //.  kinds,  A 
3013, 1  865. 

Speone,  s,  speech,  L.  1084 ;  discourse,  A 
307;  talk,  A  783,  D  1020;  address,  3. 
1131 ;  oratory,  F  104. 

Special,  adj\  special;  in  special,  espe- 
cially, in  particular,  A  444,  X017. 

Spectacle,  s.  eye-glass,  D  1203. 

Spede,^^r.  to  succeed,  C  134 ;  Spede  me, 
V,  be  quick,  5.  385 ;  Spede,  pr,  s,  mbj. 
speed,  prosper,  A  769;  Spedde,  pt.  s, 
hastened,  moved  quickly,  A  36^9 ;  made 
to  prosper.  B  3876 ;  //.  s,  rejl.  tiasted,  A 
1217 ;  I  //.  s,  rejl.  L.  200 ;  pp.  terminated, 
determined,   5.   loi;    accomplished,   G 

357- 
Speed,  s.  help,  T.  ii.  9 ;  success,  T.  i.  17 ; 
for  comune  spede,  for  the  good  of  all,  5. 

507. 
Speedful,  adj\  advantageous,  B  727. 
Speere,  s.  sphere.  F  1283. 
Speke,   V.   speak,   3.   852;    Spekestow, 

speakest  thou,  G  473;    Spak,  i  pt,  s, 

spake,  L.  97 ;  //.  s.  3.  503 ;  Speken,  //.  //. 
•     3«  350;  Spaken  (deffer  Speken >,//.  p/, 

spake.  T.  i.  565 ;  Speke,//.  s.  suhj.  might 

speak,  T.  ii.  11 19;  Spoken,/^.  A  31. 
Spekixier,  s,  speech-making,  oratory,  5. 

488 :  speaking,  H  335. 
Spelle,  s.  dot.  a  story,  B  2083. 
Spenoe,  s.  buttery,  D  1931. 
Spendinsr-silver,   s,   silver   to    spend, 

money  in  hand,  G  1018. 
Spere,  s.  spear,  A  114;  as  nigh  as  men 

may  casten  with  a  spere,  a  spear's  cast, 

HF.  1048. 
Spere,  s,  sphere,  orbit,  4. 137;  16.  ix. 
Sperhauk,  s,  sparrowhawk,  B  4647. 
Sperme,  s,  seed,  B  3199. 
Sperred,/^.  barre<f,  T.  v.  521. 
Spete,  V.  spit,  T.  ii.  1617;  Spetten,//.  //. 

I  270. 
Spewe,  V.  vomit,  B  2607. 


Spewingr,  s,  vomit,  I  138. 

«  spices,  B  2043. 
Spille,  V.  spill,  drop.  T.  v.  880;  km.  L. 


Spicerye,  s.  mixture  of  spices,  B  i 


1574;  destroy,  ruin,  E  503;  perish,  6. 
121 ;  ger»  to  destroy,  T.  v.  588;  to  sp. 
labour,  to  lose  labour,  H  153;  doth  me 
sp,,  causes  me  to  die,  6.  14 ;  Spillestow 
teres,  lettest  thou  tears  &11  (Lat  manas) . 
B  I.  p  4. 4 ;  >^.  killed,  B  857 ;  lost.  1. 180 ; 
ruined,  D  161 1 ;  confounded,  D  388. 

Spirit,  s,  A  2809;  Spirites,  the  (four) 
spirits  in  alchemy  (sulphur,  sal  ammo- 
niac, quicksilver,  arsemc),  G  820;  vital 
forces,  3.  48^. 

Spitous,  adj,  malicious,  R.  979;  inhospi- 
table, 22. 13. 

SpitouBly,  adv,  spitefully,  D  223;  Tcfae- 
mently,  A  3476. 

Spoke,  pp,  of  Speke. 

Sponne,  % pt.pl,  did  spin,  T.  iii.  734. 

Spoon,  s,  spoon,  F  6oa;  Spones,  //.  C 
908. 

Spore,  5,  spur,  A  2603 ;  fl,  A  473. 

Spome,  ger.  to  spurn,  kick,  13.  n ;  pt,  s, 
spurns,  treads,  T.  ii.  797 ;  //.  s,  tripped 
himself  up,  A  428a 

Spot,  s.  defect.  E  2146. 

Spousaille,  s,  espousal,  wedding,  E  115, 
180. 

Spoused,  pp.  wedded,  E  3,  386. 

Spouted,  J0^.  vomited.  B  487. 

Sprayned ;  see  Sprinffen. 

Sprede,  v,  spread,  open,  4. 4 ;  ger.  to  ex- 
pand, R.  1679 ;  Spradde,  pt.  s.  spread,  E 
418,  722;  covered,  7.  40;  Sprad,  pp. 
spread,  A  2903;  dispersed,  3.  874; 
Spradde,/^.//.  wide  open,  T.  iv.  1422. 

Spreynd;  see  Sprinffen. 

SprinfiT,  s.  dawn,  A.  ii.  6.  6 ;  first  growth, 
R'  834 :  //.  merry  dances,  HF.  1235. 

Springre^  strong  v,  spring  up,  grow,  A 
3018;  nse,  B4068;  spread  abroad,  7. 74 : 
spring,  be  carried,  L.  710;  ger.  to  rise 
(as  the  sun),  A  252a ;  to  dawn,  A  822 ;  to 
arise,  I.  133 ;  Sprang,  pt,  s,  grew  up,  R. 
1425 ;  Sprong,  pt,  s,  spread  out,  R,  1704 ; 
Spronge,  pp,  become  fiamous,  A  1437 ; 
grown,  h,  1054;  spronge  amis,  alighted 
in  a  wrong  place,  HF.  2070. 

Sprlngren,  weah  v,  sprinkle,  scatter, 
sow  broadcast,  B  1x83;  Spreynd,  pp. 
sprinkled,  B  422,  1830;  Sprayned.  ^, 
B  2.  p  4. 132.    A.  S.  sprengan, 

Springrers,  s.pl,  sources,  origins,  I  387. 

Sprinfirlngr,  s.  source.  E  49. 

Spume,  V,  spurn,  kick,  F  6x6. 

Spyce,  s,  spice,  R.  X367,  X37x ;  //.  spicery. 
L.  iiio;  species,  kinds,  I  83,  102. 
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Spyoed, /^.  spiced,  A  3378 ;  scrupulous, 

A  526.0435. 
Spycerye,  s.  collection  of  spices,  mixture 

of  spices,  A  3935,  B  136. 
Spyr,  s,  spire,  shoot,  T.  ii.  1335. 
SquameB,  s,p/,  scales.  G  759. 
Squaymoufl,   adj\    squeamish,   sparing 

(except  rarely),  A  3337. 
Squiereth,  /r,  s,  attends,  accompanies, 

SquuB,  s.  a '  square,'  a  csupenter's  instru- 
ment for  measuring  right  angles,  D 
9090 ;  pi.  measuring-rules,  A.  i.  la.  3. 

Squyer,  s,  squire.  A  79. 

Stable,  adj\  abiding,  A  3004, 3009;  firm, 
3.  645 ;  sure,  E  1499 ;  constant,  4.  981 ; 
steadfiaist.  F  871. 

StabllBsed,  pp,  established,  A  9995. 

Stadle,  s.  race-course,  B  4.  p  3. 11. 

Staf,  s,  staff,  stick,  L.  aooo;  (perhaps  a 
bed-sUfI),  A  4394, 4996;  Staves,  ^.rw.  of 
the  shaft  of  a  car,  7.  18^ 

Staf-aUnffe,  s,  a  stafif-sling,  sling  with  a 
handle,  B  2019. 

Stacres,  //.  positions,  HF.  laa. 

Stak,  pf.  s,  stuck,  T.  iii.  1372 ;  was  fiut- 
ened  on.  R.  458. 

Stakereth,//-.  s,  staggers,  L.  2687. 

Stal,//.  J.  o/Stelen. 

Staike,  s,  stalk,  A  1036;  piece  of  straw, 
A  3919;  Stalkes,jf/.  (LaX.  palmites) ,  B  i. 
m  6.  15 ;  stems.  T.  ii.  968 ;  uprights  of  a 
ladder,  A  3625. 

Staike,  V.  creep  up  (to) .  T.  ii.  519 ;  move 
stealthily,  L.  1781 ;  pr.  s,  walks  stealthily, 
A  1479 ;  moves  slowly,  A  3648. 

Stalle,  X.  da^,  ox-stall,  T.  v.  1469. 

Stamin,  s.  a  coarse  harsh  cloth,  tamine, 
tammy,  L.  2360 ;  I  105a.    O.  F.  estamine, 

Stampe,^.  pi,  bray  in  a  mortar.  C  538. 

Staaohea,/^.  staunched,  B  a.  p  2. 53. 

Stank,  s.  lake,  tank,  pool.  I  841.    £.  tank. 

Stant,  stands ;  see  Stonde. 

Stapen,  pp,  advanced.  B  4011,  E  1514  {in 
MS.  E.). 

Stare,  s.  starling.  5.  348. 

Starf ,  pt.  s.  of  Sterve. 

Stark,  adj.  strong.  E  1458;  severe,  B 
3560. 

StfiurtlinfiT,  moving  suddenly,  L.  1204. 

Staunohen,  v.  satisfy,  B  3.  m  3.  3. 

Stede,  s.  place,  HF.  731 ;  in  stede  of,  in- 
stead of,  B  33oiB. 

Stede,  s.  steed,  A  2157. 

Stedfastnesee,  s.  constancy,  firmness, 
E  699 ;  stability,  15.  7. 

Steer,  s.  bullock,  A  2149. 

Steked,>^.  stuck,  L.  161  a. 


Stele,  s.  lit.  handle ;  i.  e.  the  (cool)  end, 

«  A  3785. 

Stelen,  v.  steal,  A  562;   Steleth,  pr.  s. 

steals  away,  B  21 ;  Stal,  //.  s.  stole,  L. 

796;   came   (or  went)   cunningly,  HF. 

418 ;  went  stealthily,  B  3763 ;  stal  away, 

stole  away,  3.  381 ;  Stole,  pp.  stolen,  A 


SteUifye,  v.  make  into  a  constellation, 

HF.  586,  1002. 
Stemed,  pt,  s.  shone,  glowed,  A  202.  A.  S. 

sthnan, 
Stenten,  v,  leave  off,  A  903 ;  ger.  to  stay, 

A  2442 ;    V.  cease,   leave  on,  B   3925 ; 

Stente,  2/r.  s,  subj.  cease,  18.61 ;  Stente, 

//.  s,  ceased,  stopped,  3.  154;  L.  1240; 

remained,  L.  821;    stayed,  T.  i.  273; 

Stente,  pt,  pi.  ceased,  T.  i.  60;  delayed, 

L.  633 ;  pp.  stopped,  A  1368. 
Stepe,  adj.  pi.  glittering,  bright,  A  201, 

753.    A.  S.J/?a/. 
Steppes,//,  foot-tracks,  L.  829,  2209. 
Stere,    s.  helm,   rudder.  B  833;   pilot, 

helmsman,  guide,  B  448 ;  in  stere,  upon 

my  rudder,  T.  v.  641. 
Stere,  v.  steer,  rule,  T.  iii.  910;  i  pr.  s, 

steer,  T.  ii.  4 ;  pp.  controlled,  L.  935. 
Stere,  v.  stir,  move,  excite,  T.  i.  228 ;  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  1^51 ;  pr.  s.  stirs,  HF.  817. 
Sterelees,  adj.  rudderless,  B  439. 
Steresman,  s.  steersman,  HF.  436. 
Sterinfire,  s.  stirring,  motion,  HF.  8oa 
Sterlinffes,//.  sterling  coins,  C  907. 
Sterne,  adj,  stem,  E  465 ;  violent,  T.  iii 

743- 
Sterre,  s.  star,  5.  68,  300;  constellation, 

HF.  599. 

Stert,  s.  start,  T.  v.  254 ;  at  a  stert,  m  a 
moment,  A  1705. 

Sterte,  v.  start,  go  quickly,  T.  ii.  1634; 
.move  away,  T.  iii.  949;  pass  away,  B 
335;  leap,  skip,  R.  344;  Stert,  pr,  s, 
rouses,  HF.  681 ;  Sterte,  i pt,  s.  departed, 
T.  iv.  93;  rushed,  L.  811 ;  leapt,  A  952; 
went,  1:  ii.  1094;  went  at  once,  L.660; 
Sterting,  pres.  pt,  bursting  suddenly, 
U  1741. 

Sterve,  v.  die,  A  1249;  die  of  fisimine,  C 
451 ;  Starf,  pt.  s.  L.  1691 ;  A  933,  B  283 ; 
Storven, //.//.  C  888. 

Stevene,  s.  voice,  sound,  language.  A 
2562;  rumour,  talk.  T.  iii.  1723;  time, 
moment,  esp.  of  an  appointment,  A 
1524;  sound,  L.  1219;  meeting  by  ap- 
pointment, 4.  52;  sette  St.,  made  ap- 
pointment, A  4383. 

Stewe,  s.  a  fish-pond,  A  350;  a  small 
room,  closet,  T.  iii.  601 ;  brothel,  HF.  26. 
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Stewe-dore,  s,  closet-door,  T.  iii.  698. 

Steyre,  j.  degree  {LaX,  ^radus),  4.  129; 
Steyres,  ^en.  stair's,  T.  iii.  205. 

Stibom,  ad/,  stubborn.  D  456,  637. 

Stidefast,  adj.  steadfast,  B  2641. 

Stif,  adj.  strong,  A  673;  bold,  R.  1270; 
hard,  D  2267. 

Stiken,  ^er.  to  stick,  T.  i.  297;  Stiked, 
//.  s.  stuck,  B  509 ;  fixed,  B  2097 ;  Stikede, 
//.  s.  pierced,  B  3897;  Stikked,  fixed, 
L.  2202;  ^.  stabbed.  B  430;  a  sHked 
swyn,  a  stuck  pig,  C  556. 

Stikingre,  i.  sticking,  setting,  I  954. 

Stlkkes,  W.  palings,  B  4038. 

Stillatone,  s.  still,  vessel  used  in  distil- 
lation, G  s8a 

Stille,  adv.  quietly,  L.  8x6;  still,  D  2200. 

Stille,  ger.  to  silence,  T.  ii.  230. 

Stinsreth,  pr.  s.  pierces,  L.  645. 

Stinte,  V.  leave  off,  A  1334 ;  cease,  G  883 ; 
cause  to  cease,  1. 63 ;  end,  E  747 ;  ger.  to 
cease,  B  2164 ;  to  stop,  T.  ii.  383 ;  cease, 
I  720;  restrain,  R.  1441;  stop,  avert, 
L.  1647 ;  Stinte,  i  pr.  s.  leave  off  telling, 
HF.  1417;  pr.pl.  cease,  I  93;  pt.  s.  subj. 
may  cease,  B  413 ;  Stinte,  //.  j.  ceased, 
A  2421;  was  silent,  3.  1299;  pt.  pi. 
stopped  {or pr.pl.  stop),  L.  294;  Stinte, 
//.  s.  subj.  snould  cease,  T.  i.  848;  //. 
stopped,  T.  iii.  1016;  stint  thy  clappe, 
hold  your  tongue,  A  3144;  Stinteth, 
imp.  pi.  stay,  T.  li.  1729. 

Stlntingre,  s.  ceasing,  end,  B  2.  m  7.  37. 

Stiren,  v.  stir,  excite,  B  2696. 

Stiropes,  s.pl.  stirrups,  B  1163. 

Stlrte,  pt.  s.  started,  D  1046 ;  rushed,  H 
303 ;  went  cjuickly,  E  2153. 

Stltn,  s.  anvil,  A  2026.    I  eel.  st^i, 

Stod,  -e ;  see  Stonde. 

Stok,  s.  a  block  of  wood,  A.  ii.  38.  6; 
source,  14.  i ;  race,  A  1551 ;  //.  stumps, 
A  2934 ;  posts,  T.  iii.  589. 

Stoke,  ^^.  to  stab,  thrust,  A  2546. 

Stokked,  //.  fastened  in  the  stocks,  T. 
iii.  38a 

Stole,  s.  stool,  frame  for  tapestry-work, 
L.  2352 ;  //.  chairs,  D  288. 

Stole,  pp.  <7/Stelen. 

Stomak,  s.  stomach,  T.  i.  787 ;  appetite, 
D  1847 ;  compassion,  D  1441. 

Stomblen,/r.//.  stumble,  A  2613. 

Stonde,  v.  stand,  B  1050;  be  placed,  A 
745 ;  be  understood,  be  fixed,  E  346 ;  be 
set  in  view  (as  a  prize  at  a  game),  B 
1931;  fi^^  stonde,  finds  standing,  L. 
1499 ;  Stont,  pr.  s.  stands,  is,  T.  iii.  1562 ; 
Stant,  pr.  s.  stands,  B  618;  consists,  I 
107,  1029 ;  is,  B  1304 ;  Stood,  pt.  s.  A  354 ;   j 


stuck  fast,  D  1541;   Stonden,  pp.  HF. 

1928. 
Stoneren,  pp.  stung,  A  1079. 
Stoon,  s.  stone,  A  774;   precious  stone, 

gem,  R.  1086. 
Stoon-wal,  stone-wall.  L.  713. 
Stoor,  s.  store,  stock  (of  a  farm),  A  598 ; 

store,  D  2159 ;  value,  D  203. 
Stopen.//.  advanced,  E 1514  (MS.  £.  has 

stapen). 
Stoppen,  V.  stop,  T.  ii.  804. 
Store,  s.  store,  value,  B  4344 ;  possession, 

U2337. 
Store,  ger.  to  store,  B  1463. 
Store,  adj.  voc.  audacious,  bold,  E  2367. 

I  eel.  storr. 
Storial,  adj.  historical,  A  3179;   Storial 

sooth,  historical  truth,  L.  702. 
Storie,  s.  history,  l^end  of  a  saint  (or 

the  like),  A  709;  history,  E  1366;  tale, 

story,  7.  10;  pL  books  of  history,  T.  v. 

1044. 
Storven, //.//.  </Sterve,  died,  C  888. 
Stot,   s.  a  stallion,  horse,  cob,  A  615; 

heifer  (a  term  of  abuse),  D  163a 
Stounde,  s.  hour,  time,  while,  A  1212, 

4007;  short  time,  B  1021;   moment,  L. 

949;   in  a  stounde,  at  a  time,  once,  A 

3992 ;  upon  a  stounde,  in  one  hour,  T.  iv. 

625 ;  pi.  hours,  seasons,  T.  iii.  1752. 
Stotindemele,  at  various  times,  from 

time  to  time,  T.  v.  674. 
Stoupe,  pw.  to  stoop,  G  1311. 
Stour,  J.  battle,  contest,  R.  1270. 
Stout,  adj.  strong,  A  545. 
Straighter,   adt.   more    stretched    out, 

more  expanded,  R.  119. 
Strake,  v.  move,  proceed,  3.  131a. 
Stransre,  adj.  strange,  F  89;  external,  D 

1 161;   not  its  own,  A.  ii.  19.  7.    Every 

star  has  its  own  degrees  (of  longitude) 

in  the  equator  and  ecliptic. 
Stranerenesse,  s.  estrangement,  B  1576. 
Stranerlen,  pr.  pi.  strangle,  worry,  I  768. 
Stranglingr,  s.  A  2458 ;  ofstr.,  caused  by 

strangling,  L.  807. 
Straiigrht,  -e ;  see  Strecche. 
Straungre,  adj.  strange,  foreign,  A  13; 

unwonted,   7.   202;    difficult,   hard    to 

agree  upon,  F  1223 ;  like  a  stranger,  T. 

ii.  1660;  unfriendly,  estranged,  R.  i<k>s\ 

distant,    unbending,   5.   584:    not  well 

known.  A.  ii.  17.  rub. ;  [a  strange  star  is 

one  that  is  not  represented  upon  the 

Rete  of  the  Astrolabe]  ;  pi.  strangers,  T. 

il  411. 


Straungely ,  adv.  distantly,  T.  v.  955. 
Straw,  j.T.iii.8s9 ;  asinterj.KStxvnXri 
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Strawen,  v.  strew,  L.  a(y; ;  a  /r.  j.  sttii/. 
F  613;  ^.  strewn,  1  918. 

Strayte,  j.  strait,  B  464. 

Streoohe,  v.  stretch.  B  4498 ;  extend,  T. 
ii.  341;  reach,  7.  341;  Streighte,  pt.  s. 
stretched,  HF.  1373 ;  ^traughte,  pt.  pi, 
extended,  A  3916;  Stiau^hten,  pt,  pi. 
stretched  out,  R.  102 1 ;  Streight,  stretched 
out ;  l(mg  sir.,  stretched  at  full  length, 
T.  iv.  1163;   pp,  as  adv.  straight,  T.  ii. 

599* 
Stree,  s.  straw,  A  9918 ;  pi.  3.  718. 
Streem,  s.  river,  current,  L.  2508 ;  stream, 

A  464 ;  ray  -(of  light),  2.  94. 
Streen,  s.  strain,  i.  e.   stock,   progeny, 

race,  E  157. 
Streigrht,  adj.  straight,  3.  957. 
Streifirht,  adv.  straight,   straightway,  A 

671. 
Streiffht,  -e ;  see  Streoche. 
Streit,  adj.  narrow,  A  1984;  scanty,  R. 

457;   B  4179;  strict,  A  174;  pi.  scanty, 

small,  D  1426.    A.  F.  eslreil. 
Streite,  pp.  as  adj.  dtf.  drawn,  B  4547. 

(It  here  represents  Lat  strichis.) 
Streite,  adv.  closely,  T.  iv.  1689 ;  strictly, 

L.  723 ;  tightly,  A  457. 
Streltnes,  s.  smallness,  A.  i.  21.  ^5. 
Stremeden,^/.//.  streamed,  T.  iv.  247. 
Strengr,  s.  string,  D  2067 ;  pi.  5. 197. 
Strengrer,  adj.  comp.  stronger.  B  2410. 
Strenfireet,  strongest,  T.  i.  243. 
Strenffest-feythed,  strongest  in  fiaith, 

T.  i.  1007. 
Strengthe,  s.  strength,  A  84;  foree,  3. 

351 ;  //.  sources  of  strength,  B  3248. 
Strepen,  v.  strip,  £  1058;  do  sir.  me, 

cause  me  to  be  stripped,  E  2200. 
Strete,  s.  street,   T.  ii.  612;    dat.  HF. 

Z049;  street,  road,  way,  i.  70;  B  1683. 
Streyne,  v.  compress.  T.  iii.  1205 ;  strain, 

press,  E  1753;  constrain,  E  144;  hold, 

confine,  R.  1471;  ger.  to  compress,  T. 

iii.  107 1 ;    Strevnc,  pr,  pi.   strain    (as 

through  a  sieve),  C  538. 
Streyt,  adj.  small,  B  3.  m  2.  96. 
Strike,  s.  hank  (of  flax),  A  676. 
Strogelest ;  see  Strugrle. 
Stroke,  ger.  to  stroke,  T.  iii.  1249. 
Strokes,  pi.  of  Strook. 
Strompetee,  s.  pi.  strumpets,  B  i.  p  i. 

54. 
Stronde,  dat.  shore,  L.  2189;  Strondes, 

fl.  shores.  A  13. 
Stroner,  adj.  difficult,  B  2635 ;  pi.  severe, 

A  1338.  3771. 
Stronflre,  adv.  securely,  R.  241. 
Stroof ,  //.  s.  of  Stry  ve. 


Strook,  s.  stroke,  A  1701 ;  Strokes,  pi.  T. 

iii.  1067. 
Strouted,  pt.  s.  stuck  out,  A  3315. 
Strowe,  V.  strew,  L.  loi  a. 
j  Stroyer,  destroyer,  5.  360. 
I  Strufirle,  V.  struggle,  E  2374 ;  Strogelest, 
I       2  pr.  s.  C  829. 

'  Stryf,  s.  quarrel,  strife,  A    1187,  2784; 
took  stryf==*took  up  the  cudgels,'  B  i. 

P4.93- 

Stryk,  s.  stroke,  mark,  A.  ii.  12.  19. 

Stryke,  v.  strike;  Stryken  out,  strike 
out,  D  1364;  Strike, /y.  struck,  11.  35. 

Stryve,  v.  strive,  struggle,  10.  ^ ;  oppose, 
E  170;  Stroof,  //.  J.  strove,  vied,  A  1038. 

Strjrvinare,  s.  striving,  strife,  B  2674. 

Stubbel-gooB,  s.  fatted  goose,  A  4351. 

Stubbes,  pi.  stumps,  A  1978. 

Studle,  s.  study,  A  303;  state  of  medi- 
tation, A  1530;  Studv,  library,  F  1207, 
1214 ;  Studies,  pi.  endeavours,  B  3.  p  2. 
93 ;  desires,  B  4.  p  2.  56. 

Studie,  v.  study,  A  184;  ^rr.give  heed,  I 
1090;  Studieth.  ^r.  J.  deliberates,  E  1955. 

Stuffed,  pp.  filled.  £  264. 

Stiirdely,  adv.  boldly.  4.  82. 

Sturdinesse,  s.  sternness,  £  70a 

Sturdy,  adj.  cruel,  hard,  harsh,  stem,  E 
698,  1049;  firm,  T.  ii.  1380;  D  2162. 

Sty,  5.  pig-sty.  D  1829. 

Stye,  ger.  to  mount  up,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Style  (i),  J.  a  stile,  a  means  to  get  over 
a  barrier  by  climbing,  C  712.  F  106. 

Style  (2) ,  J.  style,  mode  of  writing.  F  105. 

Sty  ves,  pi.  stews,  D  1^2. 

Styward,  s.  steward,  B  914. 

Suasioun,  s.  persuasiveness,  B  2.  p  i.  45. 

Subdekne,  s.  subdeacon,  I  891. 

Suberit,  adj.  subject.  T.  v.  1790 ;  Subget, 
T.  i.  231. 

Suberit,  s.  subject,  T.  ii.  828 ;  //.  servants, 
D  1990. 

Subjeocion,  j.!(i),  suggestion,  (a  thing 
subjected  to  the  mind),  I  351 ;  (2),  sub- 
jection, obedience,  B  270;  submission, 
4.  32;   subjectkxi,  governance,  B  3656, 

SuDlymatories,  s.  pi.  vessels  for  subli- 
mation, G  793. 

Sublsrmed,  pp.  sublimed,  sublimated,  G 
774.  *  Sublimate,  to  bring  by  heat  into 
the  state  of  vapour';  Webster. 

SublyminfiT,  s.  sublimation,  G  770. 

Submitted, //.  subjected,  B  5.  p  i.  44; 
ye  ben  s.,  ye  have  submitted,  B  35. 

Subtil,  adj.  subtle,  C  141;  ingenious,  A. 
pr.  60;  skilful,  L.  672;  finely  woven,  5. 
272. 
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Subtilitee,  s.  subtlety,  craft,  secret  knowl- 
edge, G  6ao;  skill,  craft,  G  844;  //. 
tricks.  E  2421. 

Subtilly,  adv,  craftily,  A  610;  subtly,  F 

222. 

Subtiltee,  s,  subtlety,  F  140;  specious 
reasoning,  HF.  855;  skill,  B  4509;  trick, 
D  142a 

Succedent,  si,  a  '  succedent '  house,  A. 
ii.  4.  48.  The  succedent  houses  are  the 
second,  fifth,  eighth,  and  eleventh,  as 
these  are  about  to  follow  the  most  im- 
portant houses,  which  are  the  first, 
fourth,  seventh,  and  tenth, 

Sucre,  s,  sugar,  T.  iii.  1194. 

Sucred,  pp.  sugred,  T.  il  384. 

Siifflsaunce,  s,  sufficiency,  A  490;  suffi- 
cient food,  D  1843;  enough,  a  com- 
petence, la  15;  contentment,  B  4029; 
3^03. 

Sumsaunt,  adj,  sufficient,  good  enough, 
A  163 1 ;  A.  pr.  7 ;  capable,  L.  2524 ;  well 
endowed,  L.  1067. 

Sufflsauntly,  adv,  sufficiently,  A.  pn  43;  , 
availably,  B  2492. 

Stiffmble,  adj,  patient,  D  ^42. 

Suffraunoe,  s,  longsufTenng,   B   2479; 
patience.  E  1162;  Suffi^nce,  longsuner-  | 
ing,  B  2654 ;  permission,  F  788. 

Suftraiuit,  pres,  pt,  as  s,  patient  man, 
T.  iv.  1584;  as  adj,  patient,  tolerant,  3. 

lOIO.  j 

Suffre,  V,  suffer,  permit,  A  649;  endure,  > 
3.  412. 

Suffyse,  v,  suffice.  B  3648 ;  Suffyseth,  (it) 
suffices,  12.  15 ;  Suffyce,  imp,  s,  be  con- 
tent (spend  frugally),  13.  2. 

Suersrestioun,  s,  a  criminal  charge,  B 
3607;  hint,  I  331. 

Sufirre,  s.  sugar,  B  2046. 

Sukkenye,  s,  short  frock,  tunic,  R.  1232. 
O.  F.  souquanie;  F,souquenie{Cotgnive), 

Summitted,  pp,  submitted,  B  3.  p  10. 15 ; 
subjected,  B  4.  p  6. 145. 

Superfloe,  s,  sur&ce,  A.  i.  21.  42 ;  in  the 
s.  of,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of,  A.  i.  21.  32. 

Superfluitee,  s,  superfluity,  ejccess.  A 
436 :  over-abundance,  A.  pr.  5a 

Suppllen,  v,  supplicate,  entreat,  B  3. 
p  8.  II. 

Supportacioun,  s.  support,  B  2332. 

Supprysed,  pp,  surprised,  T.  iii.  1184. 

Surcote,  s,  up|>er  coat,  A  617. 

Siirement,  s.  pledge,  F  1534. 

Stiretee,  s,  security,  D  903 ;  careless  con- 
fidence, 7.  215. 

Surfeet,  s.  surfeit,  I  913. 


Surmounteth,/r.  s,  surpasses.  L.  x^ 

Surplys,  s,  surplice,  A  3323.  G  558. 

Surquidrie,  s,  over-confidence,  presump- 
tion, I  403 ;  arrogance,  T.  i.  213.  O.  F. 
surquideru, 

8ursaiiure,x.a  wound  healed  outwardly, 
but  not  inwardly,  F  1113. 

Surveyaunce,  s,  surveillance,  C  05. 

Suspeoloun,  s,  suspicion,  T.  ii.  ^61. 

Buapeoioue,  adj,  ominous  of  evil.  E  540. 

Suspect,  adj,  suspicious,  ominous  of  evil, 
Es4i. 

Suspect,  s,  suspicion,  B  2385. 

Sustenance,  s.  support,  living,  E  902. 

Sustene,  v,  sustain,  support,  F  861 ;  main- 
tain, I.  22;  endure,  B  2654;  uphold, 
preserve,  B  160;  hold  up  (herself),  7. 
177. 

Suster,  s,  sister,  L.  592,  986;  Her  suster 
love,  love  for  her  sister.  L.  2365;  Sus- 


tren.//.  T.  iii.  733 ;  Sustres,//.  B  4057. 
Suwe,  get,  to  follow,  T.  i.  370. 
Su3rte,  s.  suit,  array  (of  like  kind),  A  9673 : 


Sute,  uniform  pattern,  3.  961. 
Swa.  so  (Northern),  A  4040. 
Swal,  //.  s,  of  Swelle. 
Swalowe,  v.  swallow,  HF.  1036. 
Swalwe,  s.  swallow.  A  3258. 
Swappe,  s,  a  swoop,  the  striking  of  a 

bird  of  prey.  HF.  543, 
Swappe,  ger,  to   swap,  strike,  E  586; 

Swapte,  //.  s,  dashed.  T.  iv.  256;  fell 

suddenly.  E  1099;  Swap,  imp,  s,  strike 

off^,  G  366. 
Swartish,  atfy',  as  mdv,  dark,  HF.  1647. 
Swatte,  pt,  s,  of  Swete. 
Swayn,  s,  servant-lad,  young  man,  A 

Swei^h,  s,  motion,  sway,  B  296. 

Swelleth,  pr,  s,  swells,  A  2743;  Swal. 
pt,  s,  D  967:  up  stoat,  was  puffed  up 
with  anger,  B  1750;  Swollen, /^.  proud. 


E9sa 

©Ite,  V,  die.  T.  iii.  347 . 
dies.  4.  128;  //.  s.  died,  E  1776;  lan- 


Swelte,  V,  die,  T.  iii.  347;  Swelt,  pr,  s. 


guished,  fainted.  A  1356. 

Swelwe,  V,  swallow,  B  2808. 

Swerd,  s,  sword.  A  112. 

Swere,  v,  swear.  A  454;  Swoor,  i  //.  s, 
E  2312 ;  Swore,  2  //.  s,  L.  1378 ;  Sw6dr, 
pt,  s,  swore,  7.  loi ;  Sworen.  ft.  pt,  swore. 
B  344 ;  Sworn,  ^,  sworn  (to  the  con- 
trary) ,  T.  iv.  976 ;  A  X089 ;  sworn  (to  do 
it),  G  68i ;  bound  by  oath,  F  18 ;  sworn 
(it  should  not  be  so),  D  640. 

Sweringr,  s,  swearing,  C  631. 

Swete,  adj.  sweet,  A  5,  2427 ;  as  s,  sweet 
one,  love,  3.  832. 
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Swete,  s.  sweetness.  5. 161. 

Swete,  V.  sweat,  G  579;  Swatte,  //.  s. 
sweated,  B  1966. 

Swete  herte,  sweetheart.  T.  iii.  69. 

Swete-Loldnir,  Sweet-Looking,  R.  93a 

Swetneese,  s,  sweetness,  i.  51 ;  nourish- 
ment, 3. 41k, 

Swetter,  aaj\  comp.  sweeter,  R.  62a,  768. 

Swety,  ad/,  sweaty,  9.  a8. 

Sweven,  s,  dream,  R.  28;  pi,  dreams, 
R.3. 

SweveniniTf  s,  dream,  R.  36;  Sweven- 
inges  (pron.  swev'nhigez) ,  R.  i. 

Swey nte,  pp.  as  tUf.  adj,  tired  out,  sloth- 
ful, HF.  1783.    Pp.  oiswenthen. 

Swlch,  adj.  such,  A  3,  343,  3x3 ;  such  a 
thing.  B  4626 :  Swich  a.  such  a,  B  3931 ; 
Swich  oon,  such  a  one,  F  231. 

Swimzne,  v.  swim,  A  ^550,  L.  2450 ;  Swom- 
men,  pt.  pi,  were  filled  with  swimming 
things,  5.  188. 

Swink,  s.  labour,  toil,  A  188,  54a 

Swlnke,  v.  toil,  labour,  T.  v.  272;  to 
cause  to  labour.  HF.  16;  pr.  pi.  work 
for,  G  21 ;  Swonken,>>^.  toiled,  A  4235. 

Swinker,  s,  labourer,  toiler,  A  531. 

Swire,  s.  neck,  throat,  R.  325. 

Swoirb,  J.  (1)  sough,  low  noise,  5.  247; 
murmur,  HF.  1031 ;  sigh,  groan,  A  3619; 
rustling  noise,  blast,  A  1979;  whizzing 
noise.  HF.  1941;  Swogh,  (2)  swoon,  D 
799 ;  Swow.  grief,  3.  215. 

Swollen,/^,  proud,  E  95a 

Swolow,  s.  gulf.  I>.  1 104. 

Swolwe,  V.  swallow,  H  36. 

Swommen,  pr.  pi.  were  filled  with  swim- 
ming things,  5.  188. 

Swonken,  pp.  toiled,  A  4235. 

Swoot,  s,  sweat.  G  578. 

Swote,  adj.  sweet.  A  2860,  3205 ;  //.  R. 
6a    See  Sote,  Swete. 

Swote,  adv.  sweetly,  T.  i.  158. 

Swougrh,  Swow ;  see  Swoffb. 

Swoune,  Swowne,  v.  swoon,  faint,  T, 
ii.  574;    Swowned,  pt,  s,  swooned,   A 

^2943; /^  A  913. 

Swow,  s.  swoon ;  hence,  anguish,  3.  215. 

Swowne,  s,  swoon,  F  1080;  Aswowne,  m 
a  swoon.  C  245. 

SwowninfiT,  s.  swooning,  C  246. 

Swyn,  J.  swine,  boar,  F  1254 ;  hog,  D  460. 

Swynee-heed,  s.  pig's  head  (a  term  of 
abuse),  A  4262. 

Swythe,  adv.  quickly,  C  796 ;  as  sto.,  as 
soon,  T.  V.  1384 ;  as  quickly  as  possible, 
immediately,  B  657,  G  936. 

Sw3nre,  v.  lie  with,  A  4178;  pp.  dis- 
honoured, A  385a 


Sy,  saw;  pi.  to/ See. 

Sye,  ^r.  to  sink  down,  T.  v.  182. 

Sye,  Byen,  saw ;  see  See. 

Syk,  adj.  sick,  ill;  /or  syJk,  on  account 
of  being  sick,  D  394 ;  Syke,  d^/,  F  iioo ; 
//.  sick  persons,  T.  iii.  61. 

Syk,  s.  sigh,  F  498. 

Syke,  V.  sigh,  T.  iii.  i^;  Syke,  ^er,  to 
sigh  {but perhaps  read  syie,  i.  e.  to  grieve, 
y&r  the  rime),  T.  ii.  884;  Syketh,  pr.  s, 
sighs,  5.  404;  22.  62  (men  sigh) ;  Syked, 
//.  s.  sighed,  A  29JB5;  Sighte,  //.  s, 
sighed.  B  1035. 

Sykliche.  adj.  sickly,  T.  ii.  1528. 

SsrmoniaiB,  s.fi.  simoniacs,  I  784. 

Symonye,  s.  simony,  D  1309. 

Syre,  s.  master  of  the  house,  D  713;  mas- 
ter. 5.  12. 

Sys,  num.  six  (at  dice),  B  ^851. 

[S5rte,  V.  to  grieve;  perhaps  the  right 
reading  in  T.  it  884.] 

Sythe,  s.  time,  R.  80 ;  Sythe,  //.  (orig.  a 
gen.  pM,  A  1878;  o/te  sytiu,  oftentimes, 
£  233,  G  1031 ;  Sythes,//.  dmes,  A  485. 

Sythe,  s.  scythe,  L.  646. 

T. 

T*,  /or  To, /requentlv prefixed  to  verbs;  as 
tabyde,  tamende,  &c. 

Taa,  V.  take  (Northern),  A  ^129. 

Tabexd,  s.  a  herald's  coat-ot-arms,  hence, 
(i)  the  same,  as  an  inn-sign,  A  30;  (2) 
a  ploughman's  loose  frock.  A  541. 

Tabernacles,  //.  shrines.  HF.  123,  119a 

Table,  s.  table.  A  100;  table  dormauni, 
permanent  side-table,  A  353;  tablet, 
writing-tablet,  3.  780;  tablet,  plate, 
HF.  142;  table  (of  the  law),  C  639;  one 
of  the  thin  plates  on  which  almican- 
teras  are  engraved,  A.  ii.  21.  6 ;  at  table, 
at  board,  i.  e.  entertained  as  a  lodger. 
G  1015 ;  Tables,  //.  tables  (for  calcula- 
tion}, F  1273;  dining-tables,  B  1442; 
writmg-tablets,  D  1741 ;  plates,  A.  i.  14. 
3 ;  the  game  of  *  tables '  or  back-gammon, 
F900. 

Tabour,  s.  small  drum,  D  2268. 

Tabouren,  pr.pl.  drum,  din,  L.  354. 

Tabregrere,  /or  To  abr^^ge,  to  abridge, 
shorten,  T.  iii.  295. 

Tabreyde,  /or  To  abreyde.  to  awake,  T. 
V.  520. 

Tabyde,  for  To  abyde,  to  abide,  T.  v. 
33. 

Tache,  s.  defect,  21. 18.    See  Tecohes. 

Tacheve,  /or  To  acheve,  to  achieve,  L. 

SIII. 
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Tacompte,  for  To  acompte,  to  reckon 

up,  22. 17. 
Tacord,  for  To  accord,  i.  e.  to  agreement, 

H98. 
Tacorde,  for  To  acorde,  to  agree,  i.  27. 
Tacoye,  for  To  acoye,  to  decoy,  T.  v. 

782. 
Taffata,  s,  taffeta.  A  440. 
Tafft*aye,  for  To  affraye,  to  frighten.  E 

Taulagres,  j.//.  taxes,  I  567. 

TaiUe,  5,  tally,  an  account  scored  upon 
two  similarly  notched  sticks,  A  570,  B 
1606. 

Take,  r.  seize,  T.  ii.  280;  present,  offer, 
G  223;  ger,  to  take,  A  34;  Takestow, 
takest  thou,  G  435 ;  Take  me,  i  pr,  s, 
betake  myself,  B  1^5;  Took,  i  //.  s. 
drew  in,  breathed  m,  B  i.  p  3.  3  (Lat 
Aausi)  ;  hit,  D  792  ',p^.  s.  handed  over, 
gave,  B  1484 ;  had,  B  192 ;  Toke,  2  //.  s. 
tookest,  3.  483;  Toke, //.  //.  took,  F 
1240;  received,  F  356 ;  Take,  pp,  taken, 
A  3007;  entrusted,  I  880;  brought,  i. 
20;  Tak,  imp,  s.  receive,  B  117;  accept 
as  a  result,  A.  ii.  25.  57 ;  /aJk  kepe,  take 
heed,  observe,  B  3757 ;  tak  s/u,  let  her 
take,  5.  462;  Taketh,  imp,  pi.  take, 
4.9. 

Takel,  s.  tackle,  archery-gear,  arrows,  A 
106. 

Tald,  pp,  told  (Northern),  A  4207. 

Tale,  s,  tale,  A  3126;  story,  A  36,  831; 
account,  B  4308;  enumeration,  E  383; 
/  gandncU  a  tale  to  him,  I  thought  of 
something  to  say  to  him,  3.  536;  telle 
tale,  give  an  account  of,  A  330. 

Tale,  V,  tell  a  tale,  talk,  speak,  T.  iii. 
1235 ;  Talen,  £^er,  to  tell  tales,  A  772 ; 
pr.  s.  subj,  talk  about,  I  378. 

Talent,  s,  inclination,  wish,  desire,  B 
2439;  desire,  appetite,  C  540;  longing, 
B  2.  p  I.  12. 

Tallnsr,  s,  tale>telling.  B  1624. 

TjOlghte,  for  To  alighte,  i.  e.  to  alight. 
E909. 

Talle,  adj.  docile,  obsequious,  4.  38.  (A 
rare  sense.) 

Tamende,  for  To  amende,  to  redress,  E 

TanoyeD,  for  To  anoyen,  to  injure,  B 

Tans  were,  i.  e.  to  answer,  D  1589. 

Tapes,  pi.  tapes,  A  3241. 

Tapicer,  5.  upholsterer,  maker  of  carpets, 

^^362. 

Tapite,  v,  cover  with  tapestry,  3.  a6a 

Tappe,  J.  tap,  A  3890, 3892. 


Tappestere,  s.  female  tapster,  bannaid, 

A  241,  3336. 
TarcUtas,  s.  slowness,  I  718. 
Tare,  s.  tare,  kind  of  weed,  A  157a 
TareBte,y&r  To  areste,  to  arrest,  F  1370. 
Tanre.  s.  target,  shiekl,  A  471;  defience, 

1. 176. 
Tarien    v.    tarry,  B  983;   delay    (used 

actively),  F  73;    i^.  s,  tany,  T.  iii. 

"95 :  >^'  delayed.  T.  ii.  1739. 
Tarraye,  for  To  arraye,  to  array,  arrange, 

E961. 
Tart,  adj.  of  sharp  flavour,  pungent,  A  381. 
Tartre,  s.  tartar.  G  813;  oille  of  Tartre, 

(probably)  cream  of  tartar,  or  bitartrate 

of  potassium,  A  63a 
Taryinsre,  s.  tarrying,  delay,  A  821. 
Tas,  s.  heap,  A  1005, 1009. 102a   O.  F.  tas, 
Tassaille,  for  To  assaille,  i.  e.  to  assail, 

Eii8a 
Tassaye,  for  To  assaye.  to  test,  prove, 

try.  E  454. 1075. 
Tasseled,    pp.   fringed,   provided  with 

tassels,  R.  1079,  A  3251. 
Taasemble,  for  To  assemble,  to  bring 

together,  D  89. 
Tassollle,  for  To  assoile,  i.  e.  to  absolve, 

C933. 
Tassure,/^  To  assure,  B  i^i. 
Tast,  s.  taste,  relish  (for).  5.  160. 
Taste,  V.  tnr,  test,  L.  1993;  /'■  -f-  ex- 
perienced, T.  i.  6^ ;  imp.  s.  feel,  G  503. 
Tauffhte,//.  s,  ^/Teche. 
Tavemer,  s.  innkeeper.  C  685. 
TarTyBBy  for  To  avyse  (me),  to  deliberate, 

B  1426. 
Tawayte,y&f  To  awayte.  to  dwell,  remain, 

Taylagr®,  s.  taxation,  o.  54. 

Teoches,  pi.  evil  <iualities,  defects,  T.  iii. 
935 ;  characteristics,  HF.  1778. 

Tecne,  v.  teach,  instruct,  A  308,^/r.  to 
show,  R.  518 ;  Techen,  v.  direct,  B  4139; 
ger.  to  inform  (him  of).  D  1326;  Taughte, 
ipt.  s.  taught,  told,  D  lo^o. 

Te  deum,  the  anthem  so  called,  D  1866. 

Teer,  s.  tear,  E  1104. 

Tehee,  inter;,  (denoting)  laughter,  hee- 
hee !  A  3740. 

Telle,  V.  tell,  recount,  relate,  A  38 ;  com- 
pute, 3.  440;  ger.  to  tell,  to  be  told,  F 
447 1  I  P'''  ^'  account,  B  4344 ;  Telle  no 
tale,  set  no  store,  5.  326 ;  Telles.  pr.  s. 
(Northern  form),  tells,  3.  73;  HF.  496; 
Tolde,  I  //.  s.  counted,  HF.  1380;  ac- 
counted, b  203,  908;  pt.  pi  esteemed, 
T.  i.  131 ;  Aerd  told,  heard  (it)  told,  T.  i. 
197.;  Tolde, /^.//.  told,  B  56, 
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Tembrace,  /or  To  embrace,  T.  v.  224 ; 
£  zioi. 

Temen,  v,  bring ;  temen  tts  am  bert^  bring 
us  on  our  bier,  let  us  die,  HF.  1744. 

Temper,  s,  mood.  R.  346. 

Temperaunce,  j.  temperance,  modera- 
tion. F  785. 

Tempest,  s.  storm.  A  406;  tempest  (al- 
luding to  a  passage  in  Statius),  A  884. 

Tempest  thee,  imp.  s,  violently  distress 
thyself,  13.  8 ;  a  pr,  s,  subj,  vex,  perturb, 
B2.p4.75. 

Tempestous,  adj.  tempestuous.  T.  u.  5. 

Temple,  s.  inn  of  court.  A  567. 

Temprede,  pt.  s.  modulated,  B  3.  m  12. 
22;  pp.  tempered,  G  926.  (In  alchemy, 
to  temper  is  to  adjust  or  moderate  heat.) 

Tempe,  j.  tense;  futur  temps ^  future 
tense,  time  to  come,  G  875. 

Temptour,  s.  tempter,  D  1655. 

Ten,  ten,  A  454 ;  ten  so  wood^  ten  times  as 
mad,  L.  735. 

Tenbrace,  to  embrace,  B  1891. 

Tencresen,  to  increase,  E  1808. 

Tendure,  to  endure,  E756,  811. 

Tendyte,  for  To  endyte,  to  compose, 
write,  T.  i.  6 ;  to  relate,  A  1209. 

Tene,  s.  vexation,  A  ^106;  sorrow,  grief, 
T.  V.  240 ;  cross,  troiiole,  T.  ii.  61.  A.  S. 
teona. 

Tenour,  s.  outline  of  the  story,  L.  929. 

Tenquere,  for  To  enquere,  to  ask,  E 1543. 

Tenspyre,  for  To  enspyre,  i.  c.  to  in- 
spire, G  147a 

Tenthe,  tenth,  HF.  63,  ixi;  Tenthe 
some,  company  of  ten.  T.  ii.  1249. 
(Sometimes  tenthe  some  means  'ten  in 
all.*) 

Tentifly,  adv.  attentively,  carefully,  E 
334. 

Tercel,  adj.  male  (of  an  eagle),  5.  393. 
449 ;  /'•  S-  540 ;  <^  ^'  male  eagle,  5.  405. 

Teroelet,  s.  male  falcon,  5.  w,  533;  F 
504,  621;  Tercelets,  //.  male  birds  of 
prey,  5.  659;  male  hawks,  F  648. 
•  Ttercelet,  m.  the  tassell,  or  male  of 
any  kind  of  hawke,  so  tearmed,  be- 
cause he  is,  commonly,  a  third  part 
lesse  then  the  female ' ;  Cotgrave. 

Tere,  s.  tear,  B  3251. 

Tere,  v.  tear,  B  1326;  scratch,  R.  325; 
Torn, pp.  L,  2103. 

TeiiiiB,  s.  pi.  tanns,  siskins,  R.  665.  F. 
tarin. 

Terme,  s.  set  time,  appointed  time,  T.  v. 
696;  period,  space  of  time,  'term.'  a 
portion  of  the  zodiac,  being  one- third 
of  a  '  sign,'  or  10°,  F  1288 ;  (during  the) 


term,  A  1029;  terme  of  his  fyve,  while 
he  lives,  G  1479 ;  in  terme,  in  set  phrases, 
C311 ;  pi.  pedantic  phrases,  A  323;  legal 
jargon,  R.  199;  periods,  A  3028;  terms, 
C  51.  F  1266. 

Terme-day,  s.  appointed  day,  3.  73a 

Termyne,  v.  determine,  express  in  '  good 
set  terms,'  5.  $y>. 

Terrestre,  adj.  earthly,  E  1332. 

Terve, /r.  s.  subj.  flay,  G  1274  {so  in  MS. 
E.) ;  Terved  {not  Temed),  pp.  skinned. 
G  1 171  {so  in  MS.  E.).  This  is  certainly 
the  right  word;  in  G  1171,  read  terved 

fnot  torned],  and  in  G  1274,  read  terve 
not  torne].  See  my  letter  in  the  Athe- 
naeum, Mar.  24,  1894.  So  in  Havelok, 
603,  for  tirneden  read  tirueden  =  tirve- 
den,  i.  e.  rolled  back. 

Tery,  adj\  tearful,  T.  iv.  821. 

Tescape,  to  escape,  F  1357. 

Tespye,  for  To  espye,  to  spy  out,  espy, 
B  1989, 4478. 

Testers,  pi.  head-pieces.  A  2499. 

Testes,  j.  pi.  vessels  for  assaying  metals 
(Tyrwhitt).  G  818. 

Testif,  adj.  heady,  headstrong,  T.  v.  802; 
A4004. 

Tete,  s.  teat.  A  3704. 

Texpotinden,  to  expound,  B  1716. 

Text,  s.  text,  quotation  from  an  author, 
B  45;  saying,  A  177,  182;  text  (as  op- 
posed to  a  ifloss) ,  3.  333. 

Teztuel,  adj.  well  versed  in  texts,  learned, 
H235;  I  57. 

Teyd,/^.  tied,  bound,  E  2432. 

Teyne,  s.  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  G  1225. 
1229.     Lat.  taenia. 

Th*,  for  The;  common,  as  in  thabsence, 
for  the  absence. 

Thabsence,  the  absence,  A  1239. 

Thadversitee,  the  adversity.  £  756. 

Thakketh,  pr.  s.  strokes,  pats,  D  1559. 
A.  S.  paccian. 

Thalifirbte,  fbr  Thee  alighte;  in  thee 
alij^hte,  alignted  in  thee.  B  z66o. 

Thank,  s.  expression  of  thanks,  A  612; 
thanks,  E  ^88;  can  th.,  owes  thanks, 
A  1808;  his  th.,  the  thanks  to  him, 
L,  452;  my  thankes,  by  my  goodwill, 
willingly,  R.  1666;  his  thankes,  of  his 
free  will,  willingly.  A  1626;  hir  thankes, 
of  their  own  will,  A  21x4. 

Thanke,  i  pr.  s.  thank.  E  1088 ;  Th.  hit 
thee,  thank  thee  for  it,  10.  51. 

Thanne,  adv.  then.  D  2004,  I  104 ;  Than, 
then,  A  12;  next,  5.324;  er  than,  sooner 
than,  before,  G  899. 

Thar,  pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  is  necessary,  is 
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needful ;  iAar  vt,  it  is  needful  that  ye, 
B  2258 ;  iAar  thee,  it  is  needful  for  thee, 
you  need,  or  thou  needst,  D  329,  336, 
1365,  H  352 ;  him  thar,  it  is  needful  for 
him,  he  needs,  T.  ii.  1661;  he  must, 
A  4320;  Thurte,  //.  j./  M.  kim,  he 
needed,  FL  1089, 1324 ;  yoto  thurfie,  you 
would  need,  you  need,  T.  iii.  572. 

TharivaUe,  the  arrival,  the  landing, 
HF.  451. 

Tharmes,  the  arms,  armorial  bearings, 
HF.  141 1. 

Thsrray,  the  array,  A  716. 

ThaiBcry,/or  The  ascry,  the  alarm,  T.  iL 
611. 

Thassay,  the  assay,  the  endeavour,  5.  2. 

Thassesre,  the  si^e,  T.  iv.  1480;  the 
besieging  force,  T.  iv.  62. 

ThaasemDlee,  the  assembly,  B  4<^. 

Thassembllngre,  the  assembling,  B  2431. 

That,  rel.froH,  that  which,  whom,  3.  979; 
that  of,  from  whom,  3.  964;  That  oon, 
the  one,  A  4013 ;  That  other,  the  other, 
A  4013 ;  That,  with  reference  to  whom, 
G  236 ;  if  that,  if,  3.  969, 971. 

Thaventayle,  for  The  aventayle,  the 
mouthpiece  of  a  helmet,  T.  v.  1558. 

Thavision,  for  The  avision,  the  vision, 
3.  285. 

Thavys,  the  advice,  A  3076. 

The,  def  art.  A  2,  &c. 

The;  as  in  The  bet,  by  so  much  the 
better,  3. 668 ;  The  las,  by  so  much  the 
les 

The  _ 

Th^tre,  j.  theatre,  area  for  a  tourna- 
ment, A  1885. 

Thedom,  s.  success,  B  1595. 

Thee,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  R.  1067;  never 
mot  she  thee,  may  she  never  prosper, 
5.  569 ;  mot  he  never  thee,  may  he  never 
pros[>er,  T.  ii.  670;  lot  him  never  thee, 
let  him  never  prosper,  B  4622  ;  thou 
Shalt  never  thee,  E  1388 ;  he  shot  never 
thee,  G  641 ;  also  moot  I  thee,  as  I  may 
thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper,  D  1215. 
E  1296 ;  so  moot  I  thee,  D  361 ;  as  mote 
I  thee,  T.  i.  341 ;  so  theech,  for  so  thee  ich, 
as  I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper, 
C  947,  G  929 ;  so  theeh,  for  so  thee  ii,  as 
I  hope  to  prosper,  A  3864. 

Theef.  s.  thief,  robber,  D  1338. 

Theefly,  adv,  like  a  thief,  L.  1781. 

Theffect,  for  The  effect,  the  result,  A 
1 189;  the  substance,  pith,  L.  1180.  2403; 
the  matter,  contents,  2.  56;  the  source, 
D  1451 ;  the  moral,  B  2x48 ;  the  sum  (of 
the  matter),  A  2366. 


less,  3.  675. 

,  fir  Thee,  pers,  pron,  F  676,  &c. 


Thegrle,  the  easAe,  B  3573. 

Their,  the  air,  D  1939. 

Thembaaaadours,  the  ambassadors,  T. 
iv.  140. 145. 

Theme,  s,  text,  thesis,  C  333, 425. 

Themperour,  the  emperor,  3. 368. 

Then,  conj.  than.  L.  1693,  2092. 

Thenoens,  the  incense,  A  2277,  9938. 

Thenchauntementa,  pL  the  enchant- 
ments. A  1944. 

Thenohe,  t/.  imagine,  A  3253. 

Thencheson,  fir  The  encheson,  the 
reason,  cause,  T.  v.  632. 

Thenoreea,  the  increase,  A  275. 

Thende,  the  end,  B  423, 965,  ^2i59. 

ThenflrendrlnsTi  the  engendnng,  the  pro- 
cess of  production,  HF.  968. 

Thenfiryn»  the  (warlike)  engine,  HF. 
I934- 

Thenke,  v,  think  of^  311 ;  i  pr.  s.  think, 
intend,  E  641;  Tbenkestow,  thinkest 
thou,  T.  iv.  849.  1088;  Thoghte,  ipt,s, 
thought,  3.  448;  Thenke  on,  think  oC 
16.47.    * 

Thenne,  ads.  thin,  A  4066. 

Thenne,  adv,  then,  T.  it  2iow 

Thenne,  adv,  thence.  D  1141. 

Thennee,  adv,  thence,  i.e.  away  from 
that  place.  T.  iv.  6^;  thence,  R.  791; 
as  s.  the  place  that,  G  66. 

Thennea-forih,  adv,  thenceforth,  B  1755. 

Thentendoun,  the  intentfon,  G  1443. 

Thentente,  for  The  entente,  the  design, 
B  930;  the  purpose,  end,  G  1306;  the 
meaning.  T.  v.  163a 

Thentree,  the  entrance.  A  1983. 

Thenyyous,  for  The  envyous,  Ae  spite- 
ful, malicious.  3.  642. 

Theologrle,  s,  theology,  1 1043. 

Theorik,  s,  theory,  tneoretiod  explana- 
tion, A  pr.  98. 

Ther,  adv,  there,  B  62,  1190,  &c. ;  where, 
T.  ii.  618;  when,  B  474;  whitfaer,  at 
which,  B  469 ;  whereas,  D  1213,  G  724 ; 


wherefore,  T.  iii.  1437 ;  wherever,  D  128 ; 
as  to  which.  T.  " 
that).  D  1561. 


'"•1437; 
'.ii.588: 


wherefore  (I  pray 


Ther-aboute,  adv,  about  it,  D   1837; 

therein,  G  832 ;  round  it,  A  937. 
Therafter,  adv.  afterwards,  3. 66. 
Ther-acrayns,  prep,  agamst  that,  I  665; 

in  reply,  T.  ii.  369. 
Ther-as,  Ther  as,  there  where,  where, 

B  2384;  there.  I  162;  whereas,  D  1177; 

where  that,  A  34,  172;  when  that,  L. 

1277;  Ther-as  that,  where,  1. 160;  Ther 

that,  where,  F  267. 
Therbe,  the  herb,  HF.  290. 
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Ther.blfore,  adv.  before  that  time,  D  631 ; 
beforehand,  E  689,  790. 

Ther-blfom,  adv,  beforehand,  A  9034; 
previously,  A  3997. 

Therby,  l^  it,  to  it,  D  984;  into  posses- 
sion of  it,  F  1115 ;  beside  it,  R.  1184. 

Ther-fore,  adv.  therefore,  A  189 ;  for  that 
purp>ose,  A  809;  on  that  account,  L. 
1863;  on  that  point,  E  1141;  for  it,  L. 

Therfro,  therefrom,  from  it,  HF.  895. 

Ther-lime,  therein,  in  it,  B  1945,  3573. 

Ther-of ,  adv.  with  respect  to  that,  E  644 ; 
concerning  that,  3.  1132;  A  463;  from 
that,  3.  1 166;  thereby,  I  314;  of  it,  ao.  8. 

Ther-^n,  adv^  thereupon,  A  z6o ;  thereof, 

Ther-oute,  adv.  out  there,  out  in  the  open 
air,  B  3362;  outside  there,  G  1136. 

Therthe,  the  earth,  R.  1433. 

Therto,  adv.  besides,  moreover,  D  1251 ; 
to  it,  3. 100 ;  likewise,  R.  za63. 

Ther-upon,  adv.  immediately,  A  819. 

Ther-whyles,  whilst,  B  5.  p  6.  35a 

Therwith,  adv.  withal,  for  all  that,  3.  954 ; 
moreover,  F  931 ;  thereupon,  3.  275 ;  at 
the  same  time,  B  33x0. 

Ther-wlth-al,  thereupon,  A  1078 ;  there- 
with, with  it,  by  means  of  it,  A  566; 
beside  it,  besides,  R.  336;  at  once,  L. 
148 ;  thereat,  L.  864. 

Thesohaun^e,  the  exchan^^,  T.  iv.  146. 

Thesohewinsr,  the  avoidmg  (of  any- 
thing), 5. 14a 

Thestat,  the  estate,  the  rank,  condition, 
A  716. 

Thewed,  fp. ;  wel  thewed,  of  good  dis- 
position, 4.  180. 

Thewes,  s,  //.  habits,  natural  qualities, 
E  409,  1543;  good  qualities,  virtues, 
G  101 ;  customs,  habits,  manners,  T.  ii. 
733 ;  morals,  HF.  1834. 

Tnezcellent,  the  excellent,  B  15a 

Thexouse,  thee  excuse,  D  161 1. 

Thexecudon,  the  execution,  la  65. 

Thexp^rldnoe,  the  experience,  E  3338. 

Thlder,  adv.  thither,  A  1363. 

Thider-ward,  adv.  thither,  A  3530. 

Thlkke,  adj.  thick,  A  549;  stout,  plump. 

Thikke,  adv.  thickly,  R.  1396. 
Thikke-herd,  adj.  thick-haired,  A  35x8. 
Thlkke-Bterred,    adj.   thickly   covered 

with  stars,  A.  ii.  33.  3. 
ThUke,  that,  R.  660,  &c.;  such  a,  A  183; 

that  same,  A  1x93;   that  sort  of,  I  50; 

pi.  those,  HF.  173. 
Tnlmaffe,  the  image,  L.  1760. 


J.  pierces,  7.  3Xi;  pp.  A 


Thlxiff,  J.  fact,  C  156;  property,  wealth, 
R.  306;  deed,  legal  document,  A  335; 
for  any  thing,  at  any  cost,  A^6;  Thing, 
//.  things.  L.  II,  3140;  Thinges,  //. 
things,  A  175;  matters  of  business,  B 
1407 ;  poems,  L.  364 ;  pieces  of  music, 
F  78 ;  services,  prayers,  B  isSi. 

Thin^ot,  the  ingot,  G  1333. 

Thloke,  V.  seem,  T.  i.  405;  Thinketh. 
pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  seems.  B  1901 ;  mt  ik,^ 
It  seems  to  me,  A  37,  3207 ;  kow  th.  yaw, 
how  does  it  seem  to  you,  D  2204; 
Thoghte,  pt.  s.  impers.  (it)  seemed,  L 
1697;  me  thau^hU,  it  seemed  to  me,  A 
385;  him  th..  It  seemed  to  him,  A  682; 
us  th.,  it  seemed  to  us,  A  785 ;  hir  th.,  it 
seemed  to  her,  D  965,  967. 

Thlnne,  adj.  thin,  A  67^;  poor,  feeble, 
9.  36 ;  E  1682 ;  scanty,  limited,  G.  741, 

Thlrleth,  pr.         ' 

27XO. 

This,!  A  175,  Ac;  contracted  form  o/Xhxz 
is,  T.  ii.  ^3,  iii.  936,  v.  151 ;  This  is, 
pronounced  this.  5.  411,  630;  A  1091, 
D91;  Thise  (dhiiz),//.  (monosyllabic), 
A  701,  B  59,  &c. 

Tho,  pi.  those,  A  498, 1133,  3351,  3346. 

Tho,  adv.  then,  at  that  time.  A  993,  3339. 
&c. ;  still,  3.  X054. 

Thoocldent,  the  Occident,  the  west,  B 

Thoffloe,  the  office,  the  duty,  B  3863. 
Thoerbt,  s.  anxiety,  B  1779.  E  80. 
Thoerlitful,  adj.  moody,  I  677. 
Tholde,  //.  the  old,  D  857. 
Tholed,  pp.  suffered,  D 1546.  A.  S.  polian, 
Thombe,  s,  thumb,  A  563. 
Thonder.  s.  thunder,  A  493, 
Thonder-dint,    s.  stroke   of  lighming. 

D  376 ;  -dent,  thunder-clap,  A  3807. 
Thonder-leyt,  s.  thunder-bolt,  B  i.  m  4. 

13*.  lightning,  I  839. 
Thonke,  ipr,  s,  thank,  E  380. 
Thon6ur,  the  honour.  B  1767,  E  1449. 
Thorgrh,  prep,  through,  5. 137.  139. 
Thorient,  the  orient,  the  east,  B  3871, 

Thongrinal,  the  original,  L.  1558. 
Thorisonte,  the  horison,  E  1797,  F  10x7. 
Thorisoun,  the   orison,  the   prayer,  A 

3361. 
Thorpes,  pi.  villages,  5.  %$o, 
Thorugh-passen./r.//.  penetrate,  B  4. 

m  3.  49. 
Thoiigrnt,  s.  anxiety,  T.  i.  579. 
Thoumbe,  s.  thumb,  A.  i.  i.  3. 
Thourffh-ffirt,  pp.  struck  through,  T.  iv. 

627.    From  M.xLgnrden,  to  strike. 


B3 
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Thral,  s,  thrall,  slave,  subject,   servant, 

B  3343.  C  183.  D  i«. 
Thral,  adj,  enthralled,  A  1553,   I    137; 

Thralle./A  enthralled,  B  2751 ;  Thral,  as 

//,,  L.  1940. 
Tnraldom,  s,  slavery,  B  386.  338. 
Thralle,  v,  subject,  T.  i.  335 ;  subjugate, 

R.88a.| 
ThrsBte,  //.  s,  thrust,  T.  ii.  1155. 
Threde,  t/.  thread,  R.  99. 
Threed,  s,  thread,  A  3030;    thread  (of 

destiny),  T.  v.  7. 
Threpe,  i  pr,  pi,  (we)  call,  assert  to  be, 

G  836.    A.  S.  preapian, 
Threshfold,  s.  threshold,  A  3483. 
Threste,  v.  thrust,  push,  A  3613;  //.//. 

vexed,  T.  iv.  354. 
Threte,  v.  threaten.  L.  754. 
Thretingr,  s.  menace,  G  698. 
Thretty,  adj,  thirty,  F  1368. 
Thridde,  third,  A  1463,  3371. 
Thrift,  J.  success,  welfare,  T.   ii.   847; 

profit,  success,  G  739,  1435 ;  good  thrift 

dad,  prayed  for  the  welfare  (of),  blessed, 

T.  ill.  1349;  fy  my  thrift,  u  I  succeed, 

T.  ii.  1483. 
Thriftieste,  roost  successful,  T.  i.  1081 ; 

most  thriving,  T.  iL  737. 
Thriftily,  aOv,  carefully,  A  iq<;   profit- 
ably, A  3131 ;  encouragingly,  F  1174. 
Thrifty,  adj,  profitable  (to  the  buyer), 

B  138;   serviceable,  D  338;   provident, 

7.197. 
Thrlnff e,  v,  press,  T.  iv.  66 ;  Throng,  pt,  s, 

forced  his  way,  7.  55 ;  thrust,  E  2353. 
Thrlste,//.  s.  thrust,  T.  iii.  1574. 
Thrlttene,  thirteen,  D  3359. 
Thrltty,  thirty,  E  1431. 
Throf ,  pt.  s,  ofThTYve. 
Throng  fPt,  s,  of  Thringe, 
Throp,  s.  thorp,  small  village,  E  199,  308. 
Throstel,  s.  throstle,  song-thrush,  5.  364. 
Throte,  s.  throat.  3. 945. 
Throte-bolle,  s,  ball  of  the  throat. '  the 

protuberance  in  the  throat  called  Adam's 

apple.' A  4373. 
Throuffh-out,  quite  through,  11.  3. 
Throwe,  s,  short  space  of  time,  white, 

period.  B  953,  3336. 
Throwe,  ger,  to  throw,  T.  ii.  971 ;  Threw, 

//.  s,  T.  iii.  184 ;  Threwe,  //.  pt.  R.  786 ; 

Throwe, />^.  thrown,  L.  i960;  Throwen, 

pp.  cast,    HF.    1335;    twisted,    turned, 

T.  iv.  1 159. 
Throwes,//.  torments,  T.  v.  306;  throes, 

T.  v.  1301. 

Thnistel,  J.  thrush.  B  1963. 
Thrustetn,  pr,  s,  tliirsts,  yearns,  L.  103. 


Thmstle-ook,  s.  male  thrush.  B  1959. 
Thrye,  adv.  thrice,  T.  ii.  89,  463. 
Thryes,  adv,  thrice.  A  63, 463. 
Thryve,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  E  173;  ^tr, 

G  14H ;  so  thr.  /,  as  I  hope  to  thrive, 

D  1764;   Throf,  //.  s,  flourished,  B  3. 

m4.5. 
ThryvlnjBre,  adj.  vigorous,  B  5.  m  4.  34 

(Lat.  uigens). 
Thunworthiest,  the  unworthiest.  33. 19. 
Thtirfte,  //.  s.  impers.  (with  yow),  you 

would  need,  you  need,  T.  iii.  573.    See 

Thar. 
Thurgrh,  prep,  through,  i.  37 ;  by  means 

of,  A  Q30. 

Thursrh-darted,  pp,  transfixed  with  a 

dart,  T.  i.  325. 
Thurgrhfare,  s.  thoroughfare.  A  2847. 
Thurerh-srirt,  pp.   pierced   through.   A 

loia 
Thursrhout,  prep,  throughout.  F  46;  all 

through,  B  356,  464;   quite  through,  C 

655. 
Thurgrh-shoten,  pp,  shot  through,  T.  L 

325- 
Thurrok,   s.   sink,   the   lowest   internal 
part  of  a  ship's  hull,  I  363.  7x5.    A.S. 

Thurst,  s.  thirst,  B  100. 

Thursteth,  pr.  s.  thirsts.  T.  v.  1406 ;  pt.  s, 

tmpers.  he  was  thirsty,  B  3339. 
Thurte;  see  Thar. 
Thwitel,  s.  larg?  knife,  whittle,  A  3933. 
Thwjrte,  pr.  pi.  whittle,  cut  up  for,  HF. 

1938 ;  Thwiten,  pp.  carved,  whittled,  R. 

Tid,/^.  o/Tyde. 

Tldifs,  s.  pi.  small  birds.  F  648.    Cf.  Eng. 

titmouse,  titlark.    See  Tydlf . 
Tikel,  adj.  unstable,  A  3438. 
Tikelneese,  s.  instability,  13. 3. 
Tlkled,  //.  s.  tickled,  D  395. 
Til  {before  a  voroel),  prep,  to,  A  180;  as  a 

Northern  word  (before  a  consonant),  A 

4 1 10;  Til  and  fra,  to  and  firo  (Northern), 

A  4039.    Icel.  tU. 
Til,  conj.  until,  A  1760;  til  that,  A  1490,  F 

=)6o. 

:e,  s.  tiller,  B  5.  p  i.  86. 
Timber,  s.  material.  T.  iii.  53a 


Tl!; 


Tixnbestre,    s.    female    timbrel-player, 

tambourine-player,  R.  769. 
Timbres,  s.  pi.  timbrels,  tambourines,  R. 

773. 
Tipet,  s.  tippet,  cape,  A  333. 
Tlptoon,  pi.  tiptoes,  B  4497. 
Tissew,  s.  a  band.  T.  ii.  by). 
Tit,  pr.  s,  betides,  T.  i.  333.    Se«  Tyde, 
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Tltarinff,  s,  hesitation,  vadllation,  T.  ii. 

Tltlelees,  Mfy\  without  a  title,  usurping, 

Haaa. 
To  (tdo) ,  s,  toe,  A  ^736 ;  Toon,  //.  B  405a ; 

Toos,//.  B437a 
To  {t66),  fn^ef,  to,  A  a;  gone  to,  A  30; 

(used  after  its  case) ,  G  1449 ;  for,  1. 184 ; 

as  to,  as  for,  L.  3096 ;  kim  to,  for  biro,  3. 

771 ;  to  that,  until,  4.  339. 
To,  adv.  too,  B  aiag;  rooreover,  beside,  T. 

i.  ^40;  overmuch,  G  1433;  to  dadcU,  too 

evil,  very  evil,  L.  3597. 
To-  {i),inttnsive prefix,  lit  in  twain,  asun- 
der.   A.  S.  to-,  G.  »er-. 
To-  (a),  prepositioHal prefix,  as  in  To-fom. 

A.  S.  to-,  G.  MM; 

To-bete,  v.  beat  amain,  T.  v.  1763;  beat 
severely,  G  405. 

Yo-breke,  v,  break  in  pieces ;  pr,  s.  (it) 
breaks  in  pieces,  R.  377;  breaks  asun- 
der, G  907;  is  violently  broken,  HF. 
779;  To-broken,  pp,  broken  in  pieces, 
destroyed,  16.  i ;  To-broke,  pp,  broken 
in  halt,  D  377 ;  severely  bruised,  A  4377. 

To-breste,  v,  burst  in  twain,  T.  ii.  608 ; 
(r,  s,  subj,  mav  (she)  break  in  twain,  T. 
IV.  1546;  mav  be  broken  in  twain,  i.  16; 
pr,  pi.  break  in  pieces,  A  361 1;  To- 
brosten,/^.  broken  in  twain,  A  3691. 

To-oleve,  v.  cleave  in  twain,  T.  v.  613. 

To-da88hte,//.  J.  dashed  violently  about, 
R.  337 ;  pp.  much  bruised,  T.  ii.  640. 

Tode,  s.  toad,  I  636. 

To-drswen,  pr.  pi.  allure,  B  4.  m  3. 46 ; 
To-drowen,  pt.  pi.  tore  in  pieces,  B  i. 
p  3.  4a ;  To-drawen,  pp.  distracted.  B  i. 

To-driven,  pp.  scattered,  L.  laSo. 
To-fom,  prep,  before,  F  a68 ;  god  to-fom, 

in  God's  sight,  T.  i.  1049. 
To-fom,  aau,  in  front,  beforehand,  B  5. 

p6.  300. 
To-flreder,  adv.  together,  5. 555 ;  I'o-gider, 

B  3333;  To-gidre,  A  834. 
Tofirnt,  adj.  taut,  D  3367. 
To-fiTO,  pp.  dispersed,  L.  653. 
To-flrreve,  v.    grieve    excessively,  T.  i, 

looi. 
To-hangren,  v.  put  to  death  by  hanging, 

HF.  1783. 
To-hei>e,  adv.  (lit.  into  a  heap),  together, 

T.  iii.  1764 ;  L.  3009. 
To-hewen,  pr.pl.  hew  in  twain,  A  3609 ; 

pp.  cut  through,  T.  ii.  638;  To-hewe./>^. 

newn  in  pieces,  B  430. 
Toke,  3//.  5.  tookest,  3.  483;  pt.pl.  took, 

F  1340 ;  received,  F  356.  . 


To-lau^h,  pr.  s.  laughs  out,  laughs  exces- 
sively, T.  iu  1 108.  (Short  for to^aughetk.) 

Told,  -e ;  see  Telle. 

ToUen  (i),  v.  take  toll,  A  563. 

ToUen  (a) ,  v.  attract,  entice,  B  3.  p  7.  18. 

Tombeeteres,  s.  pi.  fern,  dancing  girls, 
lit.  female  tumblers,  C  477.  A.  S.  turn- 
bioH,  to  tumble,  dance.  * 

Tomblingre,  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  fleeting, 
transitory,  B  3.  m  3.  31  (Lat  cadmcis). 

To-melte,  v.  melt  utterly,  T.  iii.  348. 

Tonflre,  s.  tongue,  3.  930;  A  365;  dot. 
speech,  language,  16.  31. 

ToDfired,  pp.  tongued,  3. 937. 

Tonffes,  s.  pi.  tongs,  I  55^. 

Tonne,  j.  tun,  bturel,  cask,  A  3894. 

Tonne-srreet,  a^r.  great  as  a  tun,  A  1994. 

Toon,Too8,  pi.  of  To,  s. 

Tooth-ake,  s.  toothache,  R.  X098. 

Top,  s.  top,  A  3915;  top  (of  the  mast), 
main-top,  L.  639 ;  tuft  of  hair,  C  355 ; 
top  (of  the  head),  A  590;  crown  (of  the 
head),  T.  iv.  996;  Top  and  tail,  l>egin- 
ning  and  end,  HF.  88a 

To-race,  pr.  pi.  subj.  tear  in  pieces.  E  573. 
Here  race  is  probably  short  for  arace^  to 
tear  up. 

Tord,  J.  piece  of  dung,  B  3130.  C  955. 

To-rende,  pr.  pi.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  T. 
ii.  790;  To-rente,  pt.  s.  distracted,  T.  iv. 
341;  rent  asunder,  B  3315;  tore  in 
pieces,  L.  830;  To-rent,  pp.  rent  in 
pieces,  C  103.  £  1013. 

ToretB,  pi.  small  rings  on  the  collar  of  a 
dog,  A  3153.    See  Turet. 

Tormentlngre,  s.  torture,  E  1038. 

T6mient6ur,  s.  tormentor,  10.  18;  exe- 
cutioner, B  818. 

Tormentrye,  j.  torture,  D  351. 

Tormentyse,  s.  torment,  B  3707. 

Tom,  J.  turn,  C  815. 

Tomen,  v.  turn.  G  1403;  return,  A 
1488. 

Tomey,  s.  tourney,  T.  iv.  1669. 

To-romblen,  v.  rumble,  crash.  L.  I3i8. 

Tortuos,  adj.  lit.  tortuous,  i.  e.  oblioue, 
applied  to  the  six  si^s  of  the  zodiac 
(Capricorn  to  Gemini),  which  ascend 
most  rapidly  and  obliquely;  Tortuous, 
B303. 

To-8catered,  pp.  dispersed,  D  1969. 

To-shake,  pp.  shaken  to  pieces,  L  963 ; 
tossed  about,  L.  1765. 

To-shivered,  pp.  been  destroyed,  5. 493. 

To-shrede,  pr.  pi.  cut  into  shreds.  A 
3609. 

To-elitered,  pp.  slashed  with  numerous 
cuts,  R.  840. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ii6 


<5lo00ar{al  Intiex. 


To-8terte,  v.  start  asunder,  burst.  T.  ii. 
980. 

To-Btoui>e.  V.  stoop  forwards,  D  1560. 

To-BWinke,  pr,  pi.  labour  greatly.  C  519. 

To-tar,  pt,  s,  tore  in  pieces,  rent,  B  3801. 

Totelere,  subst,  as  adj,  tattling,  tale- 
bearing, L.  353. 

To-tere,  pr,  pi,  rend,  tear  in  pieces,  C 
474 ;  To-tar,  pi.  s.  rent,  B  3801 ;  To-tore, 
f^.  G  635 ;  To-torn,  pp,  much  torn,  5. 
no;  defaced,  T.  iv.  358 ;  dishevelled,  K. 

Totner;  ihe  tother  {for  that  other),  the 

other,  JL  325  a. 
To-trede,  v.;  al  t<h4rede^  trample  under 

foot.  I  864. 
Toty,  adi,  diwy,  A  4253.    Spenser   has 

totty:  F.  Q.  vii.  7.  59. 
Touohingre.  s.  touch,  I  207. 
Touffh,  adj.  troublesome,  pertinacious,  in 

phr.  make    it   tough,  to   behave    in   a 

troublesome,  pertinacious,  and  forward 

manner,  T^  v.  loi ;  made  ii  tough,  was 

captious,  3.  531 ;  behaved  pertinaciously, 

T.  iii.  87. 
ToumblinfiT,  adj.  perishing.  B  3.  p  9.  x68. 

See  Tomblingre. 
Toun,  J.   town,  A  217;    farm,  B  4138; 

neighbourhood,  R.  446. 
Tour,  J.  tower.  F  176;  tower  (of  London), 

A  3256;  mansion  (in  astrology),  4.  113. 

(In  B  9096.  the  sense  is  that  his  crest 

was   a    miniature    tower,   with    a    lily 

above  it.) 
Touret.  s,  turret,  A  1900. 
Toiime,  V.  turn,  T.  ii.  688;   return,  D 

988. 
Toumeyinsre,  j.  tournament,  R.  1206. 
Toumeyment,  s.  tournament,  B  1906. 
Touminff,  s.  turning  round,  R.  761. 
Toute,  J.  buttocks,  backside.  A  38x2, 3853. 
Toverbyde,  ger.  to  survive,  D  1260. 
Towayle,  s.  towel,  cloth,  R.  161 ;  Towaille, 
_  B  3935,  3943. 
Towne;  out  oft.,  away.  T.  iii.  570,  577, 

X091. 
To-wonde,  pt.  s.  {with  substitution  of  the 

weahfor  the  strong  form,  as  in  abreyde), 

flew  in  pieces,  became  broken,  4.  102. 

The  form  towond,  flew  in  pieces,  occurs 

in  Sir  Ferumbras,  2568. 
To-yere,  adv.  this  year,  HF.  84;  D  168. 
Trace,  s.  trace,  steps,  14.  3;  Traas,  pro- 
cession, L.  285. 
^ace,  i/r.//.go,5.54. 
Trad,//.j.  e/Trede. 
Tra^edien,  s.  writer  of  tragedy.  B   3. 

P6.3. 


Traisoun,  s.  treason.  B  4307. 
Traitorye,  treachery,  B  781. 
Traitour.  s.  traitor,  HF.  267. 
Translate!!,  ^^.  to  translate,  L.  370;  /^. 

changed,  dressed  afresh,  £  385. 
Transmuwe,  v.  transform,  T.  iv.  467; 

pp.  T.  iv.  83a 
Transporten,  v.  extend.  B  i.  p  4.  341. 
Trappe,  s.  trap,  snare.  A  145 ;  trap-d(K>r. 

entrance,  T.  iii.  741. 
Trapped,  pp.  furnished  with  trappings,  A 

2890. 
Trappe-dore,  s.  trap-door,  T.  iii.  759. 
Trappures,  //.  trappings  for  horses,  A 

2499. 
Traunoe,  s.  trance,  A 1572 ;  half-conscious 

state,  B  3906 ;  brown  study,  D  2216. 
Traunce,  ger.  to  tramp  about,  T.  iii.  690. 
Trave,  s.  wooden  frame  for  holding  un- 
ruly horses,  A  328a.    O.  F.  tref  from  Lat. 

ace.  trabem,  b^m. 
Travers,  s.  'traverse,'  a  curtain,  screen, 

T.  iii.  674 ;  E  18x7. 
Trayed,  pt.  s.  betrayed,  HF.  390 ;  L.  2486. 
Trays,  s.  traces,  T.  i.  222;  A  2139.    O.  F. 

trais,  pi.  of  trait,  a  trace.    The  R  traces 

is  a  double  plural. 
Traysen,  ger.  to  betray,  T.  iv.  438. 
Trasrteresse,  s.  fem,  traitress,  3.   620, 

813. 
Tray  tour,  s,  traitor,  A  1130;  gen.  pi.  of 

traitors,  hence  traitorous,  C  896. 
Trecherye,    s.    treachery,    trickery,    B 

4520. 
Trecbouree,//.  traitors,  R.  197. 
Trede,  ipr.pl.  tread.  A  3022;  Tret,  #r. 

treads,  D  2002;  Trad,  pt.  s.  trode, 

4368;  Troden, pt.pl.  HF.  2153;  Troden, 

pp.  stepped,  C  712. 
Trede-foul,  s.  treader  of  fowls,  B  3135. 

4641. 
Tragr^die,  s.  tragedy,  sad   story,  T.  v. 

1786. 
Tregetour,  s,  a  juggler  who  used  me- 
chanical contrivances,  HF.  1277;  //.  F 

1141. 
Trench,  s.  a  hollow  walk,  alley,  F  39a. 

F.  trancher,  to  cut 
Trenchant,  adj.  cutting,  sharp,  A  3930. 
Trenden,  v.  revolve,  B  3.  m  11. 4. 
TrentalB,  pi.  (sets  of)  thirty  masses  for 

the  dead,  D  1717,  1724, 
Tresor,  s.  treasure,  wealth,  B  449.  C  779. 
Tresorere,  s.  treasurer,  x.  107 ;  19. 18. 
Tresoiie,  s.  treasun^,  HF.  524. 
Trespas,  s.  wrong.  B  2547 ;  transgression, 

L.  408,  463. 
Trespassours,  s.pl.  offenders,  B  25481 
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TrMSe,  s,  a  (three-fold)  plait  (of  hair). 

R.  779;  HF.  230;  A  1049. 
Treaae,  ger,  to  dress  (my)  hair,  to  plait, 

R-  599;  M  plaited,  D  344. 
Tressour,  J.  head-dress,  R.  568.    Proba- 
bly a '  caul,*  or  net  of  gold  thread. 
Tret,^r.  i.o/Tredc. 
Tretaole,  adj.  tractable,  docile.  I  6^8; 

yielding.  L.  411;  inclinable,  3.  933;  in- 
clined to  talk,  4.  533. 
Trete,  r.  treat,  T. Tv.  58 ;  treat  of,  tell,  $. 

34;  ger,  to  speak,  converse,  C  64;  pf, 

explained,  B  5.  p  i.  3. 
Tretae,  s.  treaty,  A  1288;  discussion,  F 

I2iq;  agreenoent,  £  1893. 
Tretis,  s,  treaty,  B  333;    account,  T.  ii. 

1697 ;  treatise,  A.  pr.  5 ;  story,  B  2147. 
Tretys,  adj.  well-proportioned,  long,  A 

153;  well-£ftshioned,  R.  1016;  graceful, 

R.  933.    O.  F.  tretis. 
Trewe,  adj.  true,  A  531 ;  honest,  L.  464 ; 

fl.  the  faithful,  B  496. 
Trewe,  adv,  correctly,  8. 4. 
Trewe,  s.  truce,  T.  iii.  1779,  iv.  58 ;  Trewcs, 

fl.  the  days  of  truce,  T.  v.  401. 
Trewe  love,  j.  true-love  (probably  a  leaf 

of  herb  paris  or  some  aromatic  confec- 
tion), A  3693. 
Trewely,  adv,  truly,  certainly,  A  481. 
Trewer,  adu  truer,  6.  117. 
Trewer,  adv,  more  truly,  3.  927. 
Treweste,  adj.  sttperl.  truest,  F  1539. 
Treye,  num, '  tray,'  three,  C  653. 
Trlacle,  s,  a  sovereign  remedfy,  B  479,  C 

314.    O.  F.  triacU, 
Trikled, //.//.  trickled,  B  1864. 
TrlUe,  V,  turn,  twirl,  F  316.    CC  Swed. 

trilia,  to  turn  round. 
Trip,  s.  small  piece,  D  1747. 
Trlppe,  V.  dance,  A  3338 ;  ger,  to  trip,  to 

move  briskly  with  the  feet,  F  312. 
TrlBt,  s.  trust,  T.  i.  154,  iii.  403. 
Trlste,  s.  tryst,  station,  T.  ii.  1534, 
Trlste,  V.  trust,  L.  333;  ger,  to  trust  (to), 

L.  1885. 
Tristicia,  sadness,  I  725. 
Troden;  see  Trede. 
Troffb,  J.  trough.  A  3637. 
Tromi>e,  j.  trumpet,  L.  635. 
Tromped,  pt,  s.  sounded  the  trumpet.  E 

«  '719. 

Trompes,  pi.  trumpeters.  7. 30;  A  2671. 

Tronohoun,  s,  broken  shaft  of  a  spear. 

A  2615.    O.  F.  tronchon. 
Trone, s. throne,  A  3539 ;  throne  (of  God), 

heaven,  C  843. 
Tropik,  J.  the  turning-point,  a  name  for 

.the  solstitial  points,  A.  i.  17. 13. 


jyopos,  s,  a  turning;  but  interpreted  by 
Cnaucer  to  mean  '  agaynward,'  i.  e. 
backward,  A.  i.  17.  13. 

Trotteth,  pr.  s.  trots,  i.e.  ^oes.  is,  E  1538. 

Troublable,  adf,  disturbmg,  B  4.  m  3. 

13. 

Trouble,  adj,  tempestuous,  turbid,  B  i. 

m  7.  3;  dull,  H  379;  disturbed,  1  537; 

anxious,  E  465 ;  vexed,  6. 133. 
Troubly,  adj,  cloudy,  obscure,  B  4.  m  5. 

35. 
Trouthe,  s,  truth,  A  46;  fidelity,  L.  367; 

troth,  promise,  A  i6ia 
Trowen, v.  believe,  H F. 699 ;  ifr, s,  trow, 

believe,   imagine,   A    155;    Trowestow, 

dost  thou  think.  B  x.  p  3.  34. 
Troyewardes,  to,  towards  Troy,  T.  i.  59. 
Trufles,  s.pL  trifles,  I  715. 
Truxni>en,  v.  blow  the  trumpet,  HF.  1243. 
Truseed,  pp.  packed,  A  681. 
Truwe,  s,  truce,  T.  iv.  13 13, 1314. 
Tryce,  v.  pull,  drag  away,  B  3715.    Ct  E. 

frict  up  (naudcal  term). 
Trye,  adj,  choice,  excellent,  B  3046. 
Tryne  compas,  the  threefold  world,  con- 
taining earth,  sea,  and  heaven,  G  45. 
Tubbe,  s,  tub,  A  3631. 
Tuel,  s,  pipe,  slender  chimney,  HF.  1649. 

O.  F.  hut,  F.  tt^au, 
Tukked,/^.  tucked,  A  63X. 
Tulle,  V,  entice,  allure,  A  4134. 
Tunflre,  J.  tongue,  1. 138. 
Turet,  s,  the  eye  in  which  the  ring  of  the 

astrolabe  turned,  A.  i.  3.  i.    Cotgrave 

has  '  Ttmret,  the  little  ring  by  which  a 

Hawkes  Iwu  or  Uash  is  feisteoed  unto 

the  Jesses.'    See  Torets. 
Turment,  s,  torment.  R.  374. 
Turmente,  ger,  to  vex.  L.  871. 
Tume,  ger,  to  turn,  A  2454 ;  v,  turn  (in  a 

lathe),  A  3928;   Tumen,  v,  return,  L. 

3619 ;  pp.  at  an  end,  3.  689. 
Tumeymflre,   s,   tournament,   A   3557; 

mock  tournament.  R.  1407. 
Turtel,  J.  turtle-dove,  A  3706.  E  3o8a 
Turves,  s,  pi,  turf-plots,  patches  of  turf, 

L.  304 ;  E  3335. 
Tusked,  provided  with  tusks,  F  1354. 
Tuskes,  pi.  tusks.  T.  v.  1338. 
Tuwel,  s,  hole,  D  3148.    See  Tuel. 
Twelf ,  twelve,  C  30. 
Twelfmonth,  s,  twelvemonth,  year,  A 

651,  D  909. 
Twelft^e,  adj,  twelfth,  4.  130. 
Tweye,  two,  A  70^  793;  Twey,  B  3303; 

iw,  and  tw.,  in  pairs,  A  898. 
Tweyfold,  adj,  double,  G  566. 
Tweyne,  twain,  3. 76 ;  4. 95. 
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Twlfffires,  J.//,  twigs,  HF.  k  ^ 

Twifirlite,  //.  J.  twitched,  drew  quickly, 
T.  iv.  1185;  Twight,  /^.  distraught,  (lit. 
twitched),  T.  iv.  572;  pulled,  D  1563. 
The  infin.  is  tivicchen, 

TwlnkelinfiT,  s.  twinkling,  4.  222;  mo- 
mentary blinking,  E  37. 

Twinkled,  pt,  pi.  twmkled,  \  q&j\  pp, 
winked,  B  2.  p  3.  79. 

Twlnne,  v.  sever,  jwirt,  T.  iv.  1197;  tw. 
from  his  wit^  lose  his  mind,  7.  102 ;  de- 
part, B  3195,  F  577;  ger.  to  separate, 
B  517 ;  to  depart  (from),  C  430. 

Twumlnge,  s,  separation,  T.  iv.  1303. 

Twlste,  J.  (i)  twist,  tendril,  T.  iii.  1230; 
(2)  twig,  spray,  E.  2349. 

Twlste,  V.  wring,  torment,  F  566 ;  i  //.  s, 
tortured,  D  494;  //.  s,  wrung,  E  2005; 
Twiste,Jfr/.  s,  siibj.  would  compel,  con- 
strain, T.  iii.  1769;  Twist,  pp.  twisted, 
HF.775. 

Two  so  rlohe,  twice  as  rich,  L.  2291. 
Cf.  Ten. 

Twyes,  adv.  twice,  A  4348;  Twye,  A.  i. 
16. 13. 

Tyd,  sb.  time,  hour,  T.  ii.  1739 ;  {usually) 
TVde,  R.  1452;  season,  F  142;  Tydes, 
//  tides,  A  401. 

Tyden,  v.  befiall,  happen,  B  3^;  pr.  s. 
comes  (to),  (a  Northern  form)  A  4175; 
Tit,  pr.  s.  betides,  T.  i.  333;  Tid,  //. 
happened,  T.  i.  907. 

Tydli,  s.  small  bird,  perhaps  the  titmouse, 
L.  154.    See  Tldlfs. 

Tyme,  s.  time,  A  35,  44;  fy  fym^,  early, 
betimes,  L.  452;  tn  good  iyme,  3.  370; 
Tymes,  //.  hours,  5.  283 ;  moments,  R. 
380 ;  (preceded  by  a  number)  Tyme,  gen. 
pi.  times,  T.  i.  441. 

Tyne,  s.  barrel,  12.  9.    O.  F.  tine. 

Tyren,  v.  tear,  rend,  B  3.  m  12.  49 ;  pr. 
pi.  pull  to  pieces,  T.  i.  787. 

Tytled,>^.  dbdicated,  I  894. 


Umbra  externa,  or  recta,  the  lower  part  of 

the  'skale';     Umbra  versa,  the  upper 

part  of  the  same,  A.  i.  12.  8. 
Umbreyde,  pt.  s.  upbraided,  reproached, 

L.  1671. 
Unacrreable,  ad/,  miserable,  B  i.  m  i. 

32  (Lat.  ingratas). 
Unbltyde,  v.  foil  to  happen,  B  5.  p  4.  39. 
Unbodle,  v.  leave  the  body,  T.  v.  1550. 
Unbokele,  v.  unbuckle,  F  555. 
Unbrent,  pp.  unburnt,  B  1658. 
Unbroyden,  pp.  unbraided,  T.  iv.  817. 


Unbuxumnesse,  s.  unsubmissiveness, 
24.  27. 

Unclrcumseript,  pp.  boundless,  T.  v. 
1865. 

Unconnlnfir,  adj.  unskilful,  6.  75. 

Unconnlngre,  s.  ignorance,  B  3066. 

Unconvenable,  adj.  unsuitable,  I  431. 

Uncouple,  v.  to  let  loose,  B  3692. 

Uncouth,  adj.  curious,  A  2497;  strange, 
HF.  1279  (where  the  text  has  uncouthe, 
but  read  uncouth). 

Unoouthly,  adv.  uncommonly,  strik- 
ingly, R.  584. 

Unoovenable,  adj.  unseemly,  I  631; 
unfit  (for  good),  B  4.  p  6.  333. 

Uncunninge,  adj.  ignoranCB  i.  p  i.  68. 

Uncurteisly,  adv.  rudely,  E  2363. 

Undefouled,  undefiled,  B  2.  p  4.  24. 

Undepartable,  adj.  inseparable,  B  4.  p 
3.62. 

Underfirrowe,  pp.  of  short  stature,  A  156. 

Undermeles,  pi.  undem-times,  perhaps 
afternoons,  D  875.    See  below. 

Undem,  s.  B  4412,  E  260,  981.  A  par- 
ticular time  in  the  morning  is  here 
implied,  either  about  9  a.m.,  or  some- 
what later.  (Also  applied  to  signify 
mid-aitemoonO 

Undemom,  //.  s.  perceived,  G  243; 
Undernome,/^^.  reproved,  I  401. 

Underput,  pp.  subjected,  B  i.  p  6. 97. 

Underpygrbte,  //.  j.  stuffed,  filled  under- 
neath, B  789. 

Underspore,  v.  thrust  (the  staff)  under, 
push  beneath,  A  3465. 

Understonde,  v.  understand,  A  746;  pr. , 
//.  C  646;  Understode,//.^.  subj.  should 
understand,  T.  i.  1035:    Understonde, 
pp.  understood.  T.  v.  1186. 

Undertake,  v.  affirm,  E  803 ;  ger,  to  con- 
duct an  enterprise,  A  405;  warrant.  R. 
461 ;  dare  say,  B  3516. 

Undevooioun,  s.  lack  of  devotion,  I  723. 

Undlffne,  adj.  unworthy,  E  359. 

Undo,  ger.  to  unfold,  revwu.  3.  899;  v. 
unfasten,  T.  iii.  741 ;  pr.  s.  opens.  A  3727. 

Undoutous,  adj.  undoubting,  B  5.  p  i. 
32. 

Unesohewably,  adv.  ineviubly,  B  5.  p 

3-  135- 
Unescnuable,  adj.  inevitable,  B  5.  p  x. 

105. 
Unethe,  adv.  scarcely ;  welunethe,  scarcely 

at  all,  HF.  2041. 
Unethes,  adv.  with  difficulty,  T.  ii.  566. 
Unfamous,  adj.  lost  to  fieime,  HF.  1146. 
UnfestUch,  adj.  unfestive,  jaded.  F  366. 
UngUtif ,  adj.  guiltless,  T.  iii.  1018. 
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Un-firrobbed,  ad/,  not  digged  round,  9. 14. 
Unhap,  s.  ill  luck,  T.  i.  552. 
Unhappily,  adv.  unluckily,  T.  v.  937. 
Unhardy,  ad/,  cowardly,  A  4210. 
Unhele,  s.  misfortune,  sickness.  C  116. 
Unholsom,  adj,  ailing,  weak,  T.  iv.  030. 
Universe  ;  in  universe,  universally,  T.  iii 

36. 
Unlversitee,  j.  the  universal,  B  5.  p  4. 

187. 
Unklnde,  adj\  unnatural,  B  88;   cruel, 

Unkmdely,  adv.  unnaturally,  C  485. 

Unkindenesse,  s,  unkindness,  B  1057. 

Unkonnlnff,  adj.  unskilful,  A  2393. 

Unkorven,  adj,  uncut,  unpruned,  9.  14. 

Unkouth,  adj.  strange,  T.  ii.  151. 

Unkunnlnge,  adj.  ignorant,  R.  686. 

Unlaced,  fp.  disentangled,  B  3.  p  12.  166. 

Unlevefuiy  adj.noi  permissible,  1 593, 777. 

Unloven, /*r.  to  cease  to  love,T.  v.  1698. 

Unlust,  s.  disinclination,  I  680. 

UnlykUnease,  s,  difficulty  in  pleasing,  T. 
i.  16. 

Unlykly,  adj.  unpleasing,  E  2180. 

Unmanhod,  s.  an  unmanly  act,  T.  i.  824. 

Unmerie,  adj.  sad,  HF.  74. 

Unmifirhty,  adj.  unable,  T.  ii.  858. 

Unneste,  imp,  s.  leave  thy  nest,  T.  iv.  305. 

Unnethe,  adv.  scarcely,  hardly,  witn 
difficulty,  A  3121,  B  1050, 1816,  3611. 

Unnethes,  adv.  scarcely,  B  1675,  D  2168. 

Unordred,  adj.  not  belonging  to  a  re- 
ligious order,  I  961. 

Unpaiifiral,  adj.  unequal  (Lat.  inparem), 
B  3  p  I.  13. 

Unpleyten,  v.  unplait,  explain,  unfold, 
B  2.  p  8.  II. 

Unpurveyed,  adj.  unprovided,  uncared 
for,  B  2.  p  I.  22. 

Unraced,  adj.  unbroken,  untom,  B  4. 

^P  '•  53-      ^ 

Unremeved,  pp.   unremoved,    without 

(its)  being  moved,  A.  ii.  46.  37. 
Unreste,  s.  restlessness,  D  1104. 
Unrlgrbt,  s,  wrong,  T.  iv.  550;    injury, 

T.  ii.  453. 
Unrierbtnil,  adj.  wicked,  L.  1771. 
Unead,  adj.  unsettled,  E  995. 
Unsavory,  adj.  displeasing,  I  510. 
Unsclence,    j.   unreal    knowledge,    no 

knowledge,  B  5.  p  3.  113, 
Unselinesse,  s,  unhappiness,  B  4.  p  4. 

38. 
Unsely,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2.  p  4.  8. 
Unset,  adj.  unappomted,  A  1524. 
Unshethe,  i  pr.  s,  unsheathe,  remove, 

T.  iv.  776. 


1530- 


Unshette.  pt.  s.  unlocked,  E  2047. 
Unshette,  adj.pl.  not  shut,  HF.  1953. 
Unshewed,/^.  unconfessed,  I  999. 
Unsittinge,  adj.  unfit,  T.  ii.  307. 
Unskilful,  adj.  foolish,  T.  i.  790. 
Unskilfully,  adv.  unreasonably,  B  i.  p  4. 

223. 
Unslekked,  adj.  unslacked,  G  806. 
Unsofte,  adj.  harsh.  E  1824. 
Unsolempne,    adj.  uncelebrated,  B  z. 

p  3.  64. 
Unspeedful,  adj.  unprofitable.  B  5.  p  6. 

337- 
Unstaunchable,  adj.  inexhaustible,  B  a. 

p  7.  126  (Lat.  inexhausta) . 
Unstaunohed,  adj.  insatiate.  B  a.  p  6. 

iiS(Lat.  inexpUtam), 
Unstraunfire,  adj.  well-known,  A.  ii.  17. 

rubric. 
Unswelle,  v.  become  less  full.  T.  iv.  1146. 
Unswete,  adj.  bitter,  HF.  72. 
Unthank,  s.  no  thanks,  want  of  thanks, 

T.  V.  699 ;  a  curse,  A  4081. 
Unthrin.  s.  nonsense,  T.  iv.  431. 
Unthriftily,  adv.  poorly,  G  893. 
Unthrifty,  adj.  profitless,  T.  Sv. 
Untold,  adj.  uncounted,  A  3780. 
Untressed,  adj.  with  hair  loose,  5.  268 ; 

unarranged,  E  379 ;  unplaited,  A  1289. 
Untretable,  adj.  inexorable,  B  2.  p  8.  2. 
Untrewe,  adv.  untruly,  A  735. 
Untriste,  v.  distrust,  T.  iii.  839. 
Untyme;  in  uniyme,  out  of  season,  1 1051. 
Unwar,  adj.  unaware,  T.  i.  304;  unex- 
pected, B  427. 
Unwar,  adv.  unexpectedly,  unawares,  T. 

i.549. 

Unwelde,  adj.  (unwieldy),  too  weak  to 
support  herself,  R.  359 ;  difficult  to  move, 
H  55 ;  difficult  to  control,  A  3886. 

Unwemmed,  adj.  unspotted,  spotless, 
B  924,  G  137,  225. 

Unwened,  adj.  unexpected,  B  4.  p  6. 26a 

Unwlst,  adj.  unknown,  T.  ii.  1294;  un- 
wist  of,  unmformed  of,  T.  i.  93 ;  unknown 
by,  L.  1653. 

Unwlt,  s.  folly,  4.  271. 

Unwot,/r.  s.  fails  to  know,  B  5.  p  6. 177. 

Unwrye,  v.  reveal,  T.  i.  858. 

Unyolden,  pp.  without  having  yielded, 
A  2642. 

Up,  adv.  up;  open  (outwards,  not  up- 
wards), A  3801 ;  asv.M^  with,  HF.  loai ; 
up  attd  doun,  T.  ii.  659 ;  in  all  directions, 
A  977;  backwards  and  forwards,  A 
1052. 

Up.  f^^P'  on,  upon,  A  2543 ;  up  peril,  on 
peril,    D    2271;    up  peyne,    under    the 
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penalty,  D  1587;  uppoynt^  on  the  point, 

ready,  T.  iv.  1153. 
np-bounde,/^rbound  up,  T.  iii.  517. 
Up-caste,  pt.  s,  cast  up,  B  906. 
Up-drow,  pt  J.  drew  up,  L.  1459. 
Up-enbossed,/^.  raised,  L.  laoo. 
tJp-haf,//.  s.  uplifted,  A  3428. 


Upon,  pr€p.   upon,  A  131;   in,  F  925; 

against,  D  1313. 
Upon,  used  aavtrtialfy^  upon   (him   or 


her),  on,  D  559,  1382. 
Uppe,  adv,  up,  1.  e.  left  open,  F  615. 
Up-plifirbt,  pp,  plucked  up,  pulled  up, 

Upnfifnt,  adv,  i.  e.  reversed,  D  2266 ;  also, 

lying  on  one's  back  (mostly  of  people 

asleep  or  dead) ;  A  4194;  B  1801. 
Up-rist,  pr,  s,  rises  up,  L.  1188 ;  A  4249. 
Up-riste,  s,  dot.  up-nsing,  A  1051. 
Upronne,  pp,  ascended.  F  386. 
Up-so-doun,  adv,  upside  down,  A  1377, 

G625. 
Upsprinfire,  v.  rise  (as  the  sun),  4. 14. 
UpBterte,  pt,  s,  upstarted,  arose,  A  1080, 

1299. 
Up-yaf ,  pt,  s,  3rielded  up,  gave,  A  2427. 
Up-yolden,  pp,  yielded  up.  A  30^2. 
UB^flre,  s,  usage,  habit,  A  no;  Aadde  in 

usd^e,  was  accustomed,  B  1696;  loas  in 

us^e,  B  17 17. 
Usaunoe,  s.  custom.  R.  683. 
Usaunt./r^j.  pi.  as  adj,  addicted,  I  821 ; 

accustomed,  A  3940. 
Uaen,  ger,  to  accustom,  1 245 ;  v,  use,  B  44 ; 

Useth,  pr.  s.  is  accustomed,  L.  364. 
Us-selve,  pron,  ourselves,  I  349. 
Usshers,  s,  pi.  ushers,  F  293. 
Usure,  s,  usury,  B  1681. 
Us-ward,  to,  towards  us,  B  2938. 
Utter,  adj,  outward,  G  498. 
Uttereste,  adj,  superl,  supreme,  E  787. 

V. 

Vache,  s,  cow,  beast,  13. 22.  The  reference 
is  to  a  quadruped  that  looks  down  to  the 
earth, 

Valanoe,  j.  (possibly)  sign  of  zodiac  op- 
posite the  mansion  of  a  planet,  4.  145 ; 
if  so,  the  reference  here  is  to  the  sign 
of  Aries. 

Val6ur,  s,  worth,  R.  957. 

Vane,  s,  a  weather-cock,  E  996. 

Vanish,  i  pr,  s.  shrink  up,  waste  away, 
C732. 

Varlaunce,  s.  variation,  T.  iv.  985 ;  Vari- 
ance, difference,  I  427. 

Varlaunt,  adj.  varying,  G  1175. 


VasaaltLge,  s,  prowess,  L.  1667. 

Vavassour,  s,  a  sub-vassal,  next  in  dig- 
nity to  a  baron.  A  36a 

Veine,  adj,  fem,  vain,  R.  447. 

Veludt,  s,  velvet,  R.  1420:  VeluCttes.^/. 
F644. 

Venerian,  adj,  devoted  to  Venus,  D  609. 

Venery©,  J.  hunting^  A  166,  2308. 

Vengre,  v.  revenge,  B  2471. 

Vengreresses,  s,pl,  avengeresses,  aveng- 
ing deities,  B  3.  m  12.  38. 

Vemm,  s,  venom,  poison,  R.  1089;  malice. 
B  891,  C  431;  corruption,  A  2751;  dye 
(Lat.  tteneno),  B  2.  m  5. 12. 

Ventuaingre,  s,  cupping  (a  surgical  opera- 
tion) ,  A  2747. 

Venus,  venerealpleasure,  D  464. 

Vep,  the  spring,  T.  1 157. 

Veray,  aaj,  very,  true,  real,  L.  X068. 

Verdegrrees,  s,  verdigrease.  G  791. 

Verdit,  s.  verdict.  A  787. 

Vem^e,  s,  a  wme  of  Italy,  B  ia6i. 

Vemicle,  s.  vemicle,  A  685.  A  copy  of 
the  sacred  handkerchief  on  which  the 
impression  of  the  Saviour's  face  was 
distinguishable. 

Vemisshed,  pt,  s,  varnished;  hence 
(jocularly),  lined  in  a  lavish  way,  A 
4149. 

Verre,  s,  glass,  T.  ii.  867. 

Verray ,  adj,  very,  true,  A  72, 423 ;  v, force, 
main  force,  B  3237. 

Verray ly,  adv.  verily,  truly,  x  73I 

Verrayment,  adv,  verily.  B  1903. 

Verslflour,  s,  poet,  B  2783, 

Vertu,  5.  virtue,  A  307 ;  quickening  power. 
A  4;  power,  A  2249;  valour,  K.  1208; 
mental  faculty,  HF.  550;  magic  in- 
fluence, F  146.  157;  V,  plese,  satisfy 
virtue,  be  virtuous.  E  216. 

Vertuous,  adj,  virtuous.  A  2^1 ;  full  of 
virtue,  D  11 13;  full  of  healing  power, 
R.  1097;  holy,  I  455. 

Verye  (a  word  used  in  a  charm),  A  3485. 
Perhaps  for  zorri,  an  accursed  creature ; 
A.  S.  wear^, 

Vese,  s,  rush  (Lat.  impetus),  A  1985. 

Vessel,  s,  {collectively),  vessels,  plate.  6 
3338. 

Vestlment,  s,  clothing,  F  59. 

Veyne,  s.  vein,  A  3. 

Veyne-blood,  s,  bleeding  at  a  vein,  A 

Vlag>e,  s,  voyage,  travel,  journey,  T.  ii.  75 ; 

expedition,  attempt.  T.  lii.  732. 
Vloaire,  s,  deputy,  deputed  ruler,  5.  379; 

Vicary,  a  vicar,  I  22. 
Victor,  s,  as  adj,  of  victory,  5. 182. 
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Viffile,  s.  wake,  T.  v.  305. 

Vi^yes,  ^/.  vigils.  A  377. 

Vikep,  s,  vicar,  t)  aooS. 

Vileinous,  aify',  evil.  B  9603. 

Vileins,  VileynB,  o^r.  villainous.  L.  182^ ; 
rude.  D  1268;  sinful.  I  854,  914;  evil, 
wicked.  I  556. 

VUeinsly,  adv.  evilly,  I  154;  Vilaynsly, 
shamefully.  R.  1498. 

Vileinye,  s.  vile  conduct,  B  3547;  great 
harm,  A  4x91 ;  despiteful  language,  re- 
proach. D  34,  53 ;  disgrace.  A  943 ;  unfit 
speech,  A  70;  servitude,  I  143;  dis- 
courtesy, rudeness,  C  740 ;  vileness,  HF. 
96;  reproach,  T.  iv.  21;  evil-doing.  B 
1681. 

Vinolent,  a^'.fiill  of  wine.  D  467, 1931. 

Violas.  J.//.  visUs,  phials,  G  793. 

Vlrelayes.  s,pi,  ballads  with  a  particular 
return  of  rime,  F  948 ;  L.  423. 

Vlritoot,  J.  brisk  movement,  A  3770. 

Vlritrate,  s,  hag.  D  1582. 

VisAffe.  V,  put  a  face  (on  it),  disguise.  E 

Vintaoiouiia,  s.pl.  visits.  D  555. 
Vl«#te,  ^er.  to  visit,  A  4^,  1194. 
Vltaille.  s,  victuals,  provisions,  A  248, 569. 
Vitallle,  V.  provide  with  victuals.  L.  1093. 
Vitamers,  pi  victuallers,  A  4366. 
Vitremjrte.  s,  {probabiy)  a  woman's  cap, 

an  effeminate  head-dress,  B  3562. 
Voided,  pp.  removed,  F  1195;  cleared, 

emptied,  L.  2625. 
Vols,  J.  voice,  R.  751.    See  Voys. 
Volaiigre.  o^f.   giddy,    volatile,  R.  1284; 

wanton,  H  239. 
Volatyl,  s.  as  pi.  fowls,  B  1262. 
VoltOP,  s.  vuhurc,  B  3.  m  12.  46;  pi.  T.  L 

788. 
Volupeer.  s.  night-cap.  A  4303 ;  Voluper, 

woman's  cap,  A  3241. 
Voucbe,  v.;  onfy  used  with  sauf,  safe; 

Vouche  sauf,  v.  to  avouch  as  safe,  call 

safe,    vouchsafe,  grant,    deign,   permit, 

A  812,  B 1641,  E  2341 ;  I  pr.  s.  am  content, 

T.  iv.  90;    2  pr.  pi,  vouchsafe,  grant, 

deign.  L.  2038;  Voucheth  sauf,  imp.pl. 

vouchsafe,  £  885.  F  1043. 
Voyde(void6^),j.  'voidce,'  alight  dessert, 

with  wine  and  spices,  T.  iii.  67^ 
Voyden,  v.  get  rid  of,  expel,  A  2751,  E 

910.  F  188;  imp.  s,  depart  from,  E  806; 

Voydeth,  itr^.pl.  send  away.  G  1136. 
VoyB,  s.  voice.  A  688,  C  531;  rumour, 

E  629;  commendation,  E  1592;  report, 

T.  iii.  1725. 
Vulfirar,  adj.  A.  ii.  9.  5.    The  day  vulvar 

is  the    length  of  the   'artificial'    day, 


with    the    durations   of  morning   and 
evening  twilight  added  to  it. 
Vyce,  s.  fault,  error,  T.  i.  689;  F  101; 
defect,  D  955. 

W. 

Waast,  s.  waist,  B  1890. 

Waat.  pr.  s,  knows  (Northern).  A  4086. 

Waoohe.  s.  sentinel,  B  22x6. 

Wachet.  s.  light  blue  colour,  A  3321. 

Later  E.  waUkeL 
Waden.  V.  pass,  E 168^ ;  wade  (through). 

D  2084;  enter  (into).  T.  ii.  150;   go. 

descend,  B  3684. 
Waf ,  pt.  s.  wove,  L.  2364. 
Wafereres.  s.  pi.  makers  of  gaufres  or 

wafer-cakes,  confectioners.  C  479. 
Waffes.  pi.  A  1803*.  pay,  recompense. 

W\,  244. 
a^cring,  s.  shaking,  T.  ii.  1745. 
Waiten.  v.  attend  on.  L.  1269;  pr.  s. 
watches,  E  708 ;  «i^.  s,  observe,  A.  ii. 

wake.  V.  be  awake,  lie  awake,  x8.  27; 
Waken,  v.  act.  awake,  B  1187;  fr.  s. 
watches,  F  819;  Wook,  ipl.  s.  awoke,  k. 
695 ;  remained  awake,  B  3809 ;  Waked, 
pp.  awaked,  3. 994 ;  kept  wake,  caroused, 

wake-pleyes,  pi.  funeral  games,  A  2960. 

Waker.  adj.  vigilant,  5.  358. 

WakinflT,  s.  watching,  being  awake,  3. 

611;  period  of  wakefulness,  B  29;  pi. 

vigils,  I  257. 
wSet,  a  wallet,  A  686 ;  Wal«t,  A  681. 
Walked  {/cr  Walketh),  s.  walking;   in 

phr.  go  walked,  for  go  a- walketh,  gone 

a-walking,  3.  387 ;  D  1778. 
Walken,  ger.  to  walk,  roam.  A  2309; 

Welk.  I  pt.  s.  walked,  T.  ii.  517;    is 

walked,  is  gone,  went,  A  2368. 
Walsh-note,  gem.   sing,  walnut's,    HF. 

1281. 
Walwe.  ger.  to  wallow,  roll  about,  T.  I 

699;   pr.  pi.  wallow,  tumble,  A  4278; 

pr.  s.  tosses.  L.  1 166 ;  rolls  about,  D  1(^5 ; 

pp.  involved,  immersed,   12..  17;  Wal- 

winge,  pres.  part,  causing  to  roll,  B  i. 

m  7.  4  (Lat.  Moluens), 
Wangres.  s.pL  molar  teeth,  A  4030. 
Wangr-tootn,  s.  molar  tooth,  B  3234. 
Wanhope.  s.  despair,  A  1249. 
Wanle,  v.  wane,  A  2078. 
Wante,  t).  be  wanting,  be  absent,  L.  361 ; 

fail,  be  lacking,  I  514 ;  pr.  s.  is  lacking, 

H338. 
Wantownesse,  s.  wantonness,    B  31; 

mannerism  (of  speech),  A  264. 
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Wantrust,  j.  distrust,  T.  i.  794:  H  380. 
War,  adj,  pnident,  discreet,  cautious,  T. 

i.  9p3 ;  aware,  A  157, 896, 3604 ;  was  I  w,, 

I  observed.  5.  318,  298 ;  J  zoos  w.,  3. 445 ; 

den  to,,  beware,  T.  i.  635 ;  de  w.,  beware, 

13.  11;  take  warning,  G  7^;  d€  w./ro, 

beware  of,  L.  473 ;  MM  zc^.,  beware,  T.  iii 

1180;  B  1639,32^1. 
War  him,  let  him  beware,  A  66a:  ttfor 

yow,  make  way,  B  1889. 
warde,  s,  dot,  (?)  keeping;  on  w.,  into 

his  keeping,  q.  248;  im  our  to.,  C  aoi; 

nndtr  my  w.,  I  880. 
Wardecors,  i.  body-guard.  D  3^9. 
Warderere,  for  warde   rere,  look  out 

behind,  A  4101. 
Wardrobe,  j.  privy,  B  176a. 
Ware,  adj,  aware,  3. 1030. 
Ware,  s.  wares  (for  sale),  merchandise,  B 

140, 1246. 
Ware,  imp,  pL  beware,  B  4416. 
Warente,  ger,  to  warrant,  protect,  C  338. 
Warianffles,  pL  shrikes,  butcher-birds. 

D  1408. 
Warien,  ger,  to  curse,  T.  ii.  1619 ;  i  pr,  s, 

Warisoun,  j.  requital,  R.  1537. 

WariBShe,  v.  cure,  I  998;  recover,  be 
cured,  B  217a ;  pp,  cured,  B  3467. 

Warisshlnflre,  j.  cure,  B  aaos. 

Warly,  adv,  warily,  carefully,  T.  iii.  454. 

Wame,  v,  reject,  refuse,  i.  n ;  1  pr,  s, 
warn,  bid  you  take  heed,  B  16,  1184; 
invite,  B  2653;  a/r.  s.  subj,  inform,  HF. 
893'.  ^  forewarned,  L.  2658;  given 
notice,  B  1578. 

Wamestore,  ger.  to  fortify,  defend,  B 
2487;  to  garrison,  B  2531;  pp,  pro- 
visioned. B  I.  p  3.  85. 

Wamestorinff ,  s.  fortifying.  B  2535. 

Wanfce,  V,  heal,  cure,  C  906. 

Waste,  adj, pi,  wasted,  partially  destroyed, 
A  1331. 

WasteL-breed,  s,  cake-bread,  bread  of  the 
very  best  quality,  A  147. 

Wastour,  s,  waster,  E  1535. 

Watering,  j.  watering-place  (for  horses), 
A  826. 

Wawe,  s,  wave,  B  508, 1  363. 

Waxen,  pp,  become,  T.  v.  1014,  i374. 1376. 

Wayk,  adj.  weak,  L.  2428,  2713. 

Wayken,  ger,  to  grow  weak,  lessen, 
T.  iv.  1 144. 

Wasnnenten,  ger,  to  lament,  I  33a 

Waymentin^e,  s,  lamenting,  lamenta- 
tion, A  995, 1931. 

Wa3rn,  s,  car,  B  4.  m  i.  34. 

Wayten,  ger,  to  observe,  T.  i.  190;  to 


watch  for,  F  1263;  to  watch,  F  444; 
V.  to  expect,  B  467 ;  pr,  s,  seeks  occasion, 
A  1222. 

Webbe,  s,  a  weaver,  A  362. 

Wedde,  s,  dot,:  fo  to,,  as  sl  pledge,  in 
pledge,  A  1218,  B  1613. 

wedde,  ger,  to  wed,  T.  v.  863. 

Wedding,  s,  wedlock,  17.  24. 

Wede,  s,  weed,  robe,  garment,  A  1006, 
B  2107,  E  863. 

Weder,  x.  weather,  D  2253,  F  52;  storm. 
T.  ii.  2,  iii.  657. 

Wedee,//.  weeds,  T.  i.  946. 

Weel^  adv.  well,  A  92(5;  well  placed, 
luckily  situated,  B  308. 

WeeldUnfire,  s,  power,  control,  B  2800. 

Weep,  pt,  s.  of  Wepe. 

Weeply ,  adj,  tearful,  sorrowful,  B  i.  p  i.  3. 

Weet,  5,  wet,  A  4107. 

Weex,  pt,  J.  waxed,  grew,  G  513. 

WefiTfire,  5,  a  wedge,  A.  i.  14.  6. 

Wehee,  s.  a  whinnying  noise,  A  4066. 

Weilawey,  alas !  D  2x6. 

Wei,  adv,  well,  A  384,  B  25;  much,  L. 
1386;  many,  L.  11;  certainly,  L.  45a; 
fully,  A  29,  49 ;  about  {used  with  mum- 
bers) ,  A  24 ;  roel  royal,  very  royal,  F  26 ; 
tor/  ir^.  ve^  nearly,  B  3230 ;  wel  the  bet, 
much  better,  T.  ii.  92;  wel  unethe, 
scarcely  at  all,  L.  33  a;  to  be  wel,  to 
be  in  fovour,  3.  845;  wel  is  him,  it  is 
well  for  him,  T.  i.  350;  well  was  him, 
it  was  well  for  him,  B  4066 ;  /ul  wel^ 
very  well,  A  122. 

Welawey,  itit,  alas!  T.  iii.  1695. 

Welde,  s.  weld.  Reseda  UUeola,  9. 17. 

Welde,  s,  power,  control,  R.  39c. 

Welden,  ger,  to  have  control  over,  to 
move  with  ease,  D  1947;  to  control, 
D  271;  to  wield,  L.  2000;  Wehe./A  s, 
B3200. 

Weldy,  adj,  wieldy,  active,  T.  ii.  6361 

Wele,  s,  happiness,  success,  prosperity, 
well-being,  good  fortune,  A  895,  3101, 
B  122. 

Weleful,  adj,  prosperous,  happy,  B  2507 ; 
blessed.  B  451. 

Welefulnease,  s.  happiness,  B  i.  p  3. 35. 

Welk,  pt.  s,  of  Walken. 

Welked,  pp,  as  adj,  withered,  C  738, 
D277. 

Welken,  j.  heaven,  sky,  HF.  1601; 
Welkne,  la  62. 

Welmetb,/r.  s,  wells,  gushes.  R.  1561. 

Welte,  pt,  s.  wielded,  i.  e.  lorded  it  over, 
possessed  for  use,  B  320a 

wel-wllly,  adj.  benevolent,  benign,  bene- 
ficent, T.  iii.  1257. 
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Wem,  J.  blemish,  R.  930;  hurt,  F  lai. 

Wemmelees,  adj.  stainless.  G  47. 

Wenden,  ^er,  to  go,  A  21,  2314;  pass 
away,  A  3025;  go,  pass,  B  1683 ;  Went, 
/r.  s.  goes,  T.  ii.  36,  812 ;  Wente,  pf.  s. 
went,  A  78,  B  1739 ;  Wente  him,  pt.  s, 
went,  G  no;  Wentestow,  2  /r.  s,  hast 
thou  gone,  A  3486 ;  Went,  pp.  gone,  L. 
165 1 ;  den  went,  are  gone,  B  173 ;  is  went, 
is  gone,  G  534.  • 

Wendincr,  s.  departure.  T.  iv.  1344, 1436. 

Wene,  s.  supposition,  doubt,  T.  iv.  1593 ; 
withoMten  wene,  without  doubt,  R.  574, 
32. 
r  enen,  v.  ween,  suppose,  imagine,  con- 
sider, L.  12;  G  676;  expect,  A  4320; 
Wenestow,  weenest  thou,  thinkest  thou, 
D  311;  Weneth,  pr,  s.  imagines  (with 
men  =  one),  A  2195;  Wende,  i  pi.  s, 
ima^ned,  T.  v.  69^;  supposed,  F  585; 
fancied,  A  1269 ;  Wendest,  2  pr.  s.  suoj. 
shouldst  ween,  T.  i.  10^1 ;  Wende,  ft.  s. 
suhj.  would  have  thought,  C  782 ;  Wend, 
pp.  supposed,  T.  iv.  384 ;  imagined,  T.  v. 
1682. 

Wengred,  adj.  winged,  HF.  21 18. 

Wengres,  pi.  wings,  L.  168  a. 

WenlnffO*  -r.  imagination,  supposition, 
T.  iv.  992. 

Went,  pr.  s.  and  pp.  of  Wenden. 

Wente,  //.  s.  of  Wenden. 

Wente,  s.  turn,  T.  ii,  63 ;  path,  passage, 
T.  iii.  787 ;  footpath,  18.  69. 

Wepe,  V.  weep,  A  144,  230;  Weep,  //.  s. 
wept,  A  148,  B  606,  1052 ;  Wepte,  pt.  s. 
{weak  form),  B  267;   Wepen,  pp.  T.  i. 

^41 ;  Wopen,  pp.  F  523. 

Wepen.  s.  weapon,  L.  1994. 

WePtoui,  s.  tune  (warble),  T.  ii.  1033. 

Werche,  v.  work,  perform,  B  566; 
Wroghtestow  {for  Wroghtest  thou), 
thou  didst  cause,  B  3583 ;  Wroghte,//.  s, 
worked.  A  497;  contrived,  B  1788; 
made,  E  1152;  Wroughte,  i  ft.  s.  acted, 
A.  ii.  3.  46 ;  did,  R.  701 ;  Wrought,  pp. 
made,  formed,  R.  559;  bom,  B  3619; 
created,  G  326 ;  composed,  L.  372. 

Werde,  //.  s.  of  Were  (wear). 

Werdes,  s.  pi.  fates,  destinies,  B  1.  m  i. 
14. 

Were,  s.  weh-,  5. 138 ;  T.  iii.  35. 

Were,  s.  doubt,  3.  1295;  HR  979;  men- 
tal struggle,  L.  2686.     Lowl.  Sc.  weir. 

Were,  2  pt.  s.  wast,  T.  iv.  762 ;  it  were, 
they  were,  E  850;  al  were  it,  though  it 
\^ere,  D  1172. 

Were  (wftr©),  v.  wear,  21.  7;  Werede, 
ft.  5.  wore,  A  1388, 3235 ;  Werde,  R.  875 ; 


Wered,  A  75 ;  Wcred  upon,  x  ft.  s,  wore 

upon  (me),  D  5%. 
Were,  ger.  to  defend,  A  255a 
Werinflre,  s.  wearing,  I  1052. 
Werk,  s.  work,  A  ^79 ;  act,  L.  891. 
Werken,  v.  act,  A  3527 ;  pr.  s.  acts,  L. 

Werkers,  pi.  doers,  D  1937. 
Werkes,  pr.pl.  ache,  A  4030. 
Werklng*,  s.  deed,   H    210;    mode   of 

operation,  G  1367. 
Weme,  ger.  to  refuse,  T.  iii.  149,  iv.  in ; 

V.  refuse,  R.  1485;    warn  off,  R.  636; 

"Werned,  pp.  forbidden,  R.  442. 
Wemtny,  s.  let,  forbidding,  R.  114a. 
Werre,  s.  war,  T.  ii.  868 ;  trouble,  T.  v. 

1393;  of  werre,  in  war,  T.  i.  134;  to  w., 

in  enmity,  i.  116. 
Werre,  <idv.  worse,  3. 616. 
Werreye,  ger.  to  make  war,  A  1484 ;  v. 

war  against,  A  1544;  pr.  s.  opposes,  I 

Werreyour,  s.  warrior,  L.  597. 

Were,  adj.  worse,  A  3872. 

Werete,  adj.  superl.  worst,  T.  ii.  304. 

Werte,  s.  wart,  A  555. 

Wery,  adj.  (being)  weary,  T.  iv.  707; 
worn,  R.  440,  6^;  beaten  repeatedly, 
lit.  weary,  B  4.  m  5.  17. 

Weeele,  s.  weasel,  A  3234. 

Wesh,  pt.  s.  of  Wasshe. 

Weste,  V.  turn  to  the  west,  L.  61, 197. 

Westren,  v.  to  go  to  the  west.  T.  ii.  goS. 

Wete,  s.  perspiradon,  G  1187. 

Wete,  V.  wet.  HF.  1785. 

Wether,  s.  sheep.  T.  iv.  1374. 

Weven,  v.  weave,  L.  2352;  V/aS,  pt.  s. 
wove,  L.  2364. 

Wex,  s.  wax,  A  675,  E  1430. 

Wezen,  v.  wax,  ^ow,  become,  B  2265,  G 
877 ;  I  pf.  s.  subj.  may  I  become,  G  1377 ; 
Wexe,  2  pr.  pi.  increase,  grow  (in  ap- 
plauding), E  998;  Wex,  //.  5.  grew, 
became,  A  1362;  increased,  L.  727; 
Woxe,/>^.  grown,  R.  1460;  become,  HF. 
1494. 

Wezede,  pt.  s.  coated  with  wax,  A.  ii. 
40.  28. 

Wey,  J.  way,  A  34;  path.  R.  1345;  the 
sun's  apparent  daily  path,  A.  ii.  30.  $ ; 
the  sun's  apparent  annual  orbit,  A.  i. 
21.  49 ;  a  furlong  wey,  a  short  time  (lit. 
short  distance),  E  516;  go  wey,  go  thv 
way,  T.  i.  574;    do  wey,  take  away,  A 

wey  en,  v,  weigh,  B  3776;   oghte  weyen, 

ought  to  weigh,  L.  398. 
Weyere,  j.  the  'weigher,'  a  translation 
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of  the  Lat  equator;  because  the  days 
and  nights,  at  the  equinoxes,  are  equal ; 
A.  i.  17.  25. 

Weyk,  adj,  weak,  7.  341. 

Weylaway,  interj.  alas !  A  938. 

WeymentinsrOt  '•  lamenting,  A  902; 
lament,  T.  ii.  65. 

Weynes,  s,pL  chariots,  B  4.  m  5. 6. 

Weyven,  ger,  to  turn  aside,  E  1483 ;  v. 
waive,  neglect,  T.  ii.  284;  put  aside,  D 
1 176;  forsake,  G  276;  abandon,  B  2406. 

Whan,  when,  A  5, 18, 179. 

What,  whatever,  4,  170;  what  sort  of  a, 
L.  1305;  what  with,  B  21,  22;  why,  T. 
ii.  2ra,  292 ;  what  I  how  I  L.  1800 ;  What 
that,  whatever,  E  16^;  What  man  that, 
whoever,  B  2645 ;  what . .  what,  partly, 
.  .  partly,  HF.  2058. 

Wheelen,^^.  to  cause  to  revolve,  T.  i. 

Whelkes,//.  pimples,  bk>tches,  A  632. 
Whelp,  s,  cub,  A  2627. 
Whenne,  adv,  whence,  E  588. 
Whennes,  adv,  whence,  B  2400. 
Whep,  adv.  where,  B  1785,  &c. ;  wherever, 

R.  1669;  Wher  as  (<>rWher-as),  where 

that,  where,  B  647,  131 1. 
Wher,  whether,   {a   common   contracted 

form  of  whether),  3. 91. 
Whar-BA,  adv,  where  that,  where,  T.  iii. 

Vlhst^dtfprep,  in  what  respect,  R.  703 ; 

for  what,  K.  1552. 
Wherfore,  for  any  cause,  C  216. 
wner-on;  /^nr^w^^r-^i*,  because  of  what, 

G930. 
WheP-80,  whether,  B  294;  wherever,  L. 

Wher-throusrh,  adv,  by  means  of  which, 
3. 120. 

Wnerto,  adv,  for  wherefore,  T,  i.  409. 

Whete,  s,  wheat,  C  375. 

Whether,  adj,  which  (of  two),  A  1856. 

Whette,^.//.  sharpened,  T.  v.  1760. 

Which,  proH,  which,  A  i6i ;  whom,  A 
568;  what  kind  of.  L.  1883;  Which  a, 
what  kind  of  a,  what  a,  L.  668,  869,  &c 

Whider,  whither,  T.  v.  428, 486. 

Whilk,  which  (Northern),  A  4078. 

WhUoxn.  adv.  once,  D  2017. 

Whippeitree  {better  Wippeltree), cornel- 
tree,  A  2923. 

WhlPle,  eer,  to  rush,  go  swiftly,  T.  v. 
1019;  V.  be  whirled  round,  5.  80. 

Who,  interrog.  who,  T.  v.  371 ;  D  692; 
indef,  who  (it  might  be^  3.  244;  one 
who,  3.559;  whoever,  who,  T.  v.  11 15; 
Who  was  who,  which  was  which,  A  430a 


Whyle,  s.  time,  A  3299:  worth  the  wA,, 

worth  while,  T.  v.  882. 
Whyl-er,  adv.  formerly,  G  1328. 
Why  les,  gen,  s.  as  adv. ;  the  wkyles^  whilst, 

w  hyloxn,  adv,  once,  formerly,  once  on  a 
time,  R.  la  362. 

Whyne,  v.  whine,  whinny,  D  386. 

Whyt,  adj.  white,  A  238;  as  sb.^  white 
wine,  C  526,  562 ;  fL  innocent,  guileless, 
T.  iii.  1567;  specious,  flattering,  T.  iii. 

Whsrte,  s.  white  (L  e.  sihrer),  T.  iii.  1384. 


Widwe,  s.  widow,  A  253. 
Widwehode.    s.    widowhood,   I 


916; 


Widwehed,  L.  295  a. 
Wierdes,  //.  fates,  T.  iii  617;  Wirdes, 

L.  2580.    A.  S.  wyrd, 
Wiffht,  s,  a  person,  creature,  man,  living 

being,  A  71,  280;  whit,  short  while,  A 

4283 ;  Wightes,  pi,  creatures,  men,  beii^, 

A  3479. 
Wiffht,  adj,  active,  B  3457 ;  fleet,  A  4086. 
Wifirhte,  s,  weight,  HF.  739 ;  A  2145, 252a 
Wike,  5.  week,  C  362.    See  Wyke. 
Wiket,  s.  wicket-gate,  small  gate,  E  2045, 

21 1 8. 
Wikke,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  A  1087. 

1580;    false,  B  2247;  depraved,  la  55; 

much  alloyed,  HF.  1346, 
Wikked,  adj.  bad,  wicked,  L.  2395 ;  pi. 

wicked,  I  112.    In  B  3576,  wikked  nest  is 

put  for  F.  mcM  ni,  i.  e.  Sir  Oliver  Mauny ; 

see  the  note  in  the  larger  edition. 
Wikkedneese,  s.  evil,  17. 7. 
WU,  1.  will,  6.  83.    SeeWlUe. 
WU,  1  pr.  s.  desire,  wish,  7.  244;  pr,  s, 

desires,  B  1843. 
Wilde,  adj  wild;  Wilde  fyr,  wild  fire, 

fire  not  easily  put  out,  Greek  fire,  D 

373;   flaming  spirits,  I  445;  a  disease, 

erysipelas,  A  4172,  E  2252 ;  Wilde,  pL  A 

2018. 
Wildnesse,  s.  wilderness,  9. 34. 
Wilen,/r.//.  will,  R.  1683. 
Wilful,  adj.  voluntary,  B  3.  p  11. 167. 
Wilful,  as  adv.  wilfully,  willingly,  5.  429. 
Wilfulhed,  s.  wilfulness,  L.  355  a. 
Wilfully,  adv.  willingly,  voluntarily,  of 

free  will,  by  choice,  B  4486,  C  441. 
Wilfulnesse,  s,  wish,  B  2572. 
WUle,  J.  own  accord,  will,  i.  ac  57 ;  plea- 
sure, desire,  E  326,  F  1,  8 ;  Willes,  gen. 

F  568 ;  ashy  his  w,,  willingly,  17.  la. 
Wille,  V.  will,  desire.  E  721. 
Willing,  s.  desire,  E  319. 
Willingrly,  adv.  of  free  will,  E  362. 
Wilnen,  v.  desire,  A  21 14;  Wilnest,  2/r. 
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s,  desirest,  A  1609;  Wilned,  i  //.  J.  3. 
xa63.  1367.    A.  S.  vn/Htam. 

Wllnlnfire,  s.  willing,  wishing.  B  3.  p  ix. 
88 ;  //.  desires,  B.  3.  p  11.  175. 

Wilow,  s.  willow-tree,  A  99^0, 

WiltOW,  3  pr.  s,  wilt  thou,  A 1 156 ;  wishes! 

.    thou,  B  2116;  wilt  thou  (go).  D  1387. 

Wixnpel,  J.  wimple,  a  covering  tor  the 
head,  Gathered  round  it,  and  pleated 
under  tne  chin,  A  151. 

Wixnpleth,  /r.  s.  conceals  (as  with  a 
wimple),  B  2.  p  I.  66. 

Windas,  s,  windlass,  F  184. 

Wlnde,  #w.  to  turn,  T.  iii.  1541;  to  re- 
volve, T.  ii.  601 :  to  roam  about.  L.  818 ; 
Winde.  v.  wind,  entwine.  T.  iii.  1232; 
intertwine,  5.  671 ;  ply,  bend,  T.  i.  257 ; 
bind  with  cloths,  £  583 ;  twist  and  turn, 
G  gf^;  Winde,  3  pr.  s,  subj,  roavst  go, 
T.  iii.  1440 ;  Wond,  pt.  s,  wound,  went 
about,  L.  2253. 

Windlnflre,  s,  twisting.  I  4x7. 

Wlnd-xnelle,  j.  wind-mill.  HF.  128a 

Windre,  ger,  to  trim.  R.  xo3o;  pp. 
trimmed,  K.  1018.    CtO,  V.j^ignitr. 

Windy,  adj.  unstable  as  wind,  B  2.  p  8. 
28. 

Winded,  provided  with  wings,  A  X385. 

Winke,  v,  wink,  B  4496;  nod,  F  348; 
remain  awake,  T.  iii.  1537 ;  Winke,  i  pr. 
s.  am  asleep,  5.  7. 

Wlxine,^/r.  to  win,  gain.  A  427 ;  to  con- 
quer. F  214;  to  get  gain,  C  461 ;  w.fro, 
to  get  aw^  from.  T.  v.  11 25;  Wan,  i 
pt.  s.  got.  D  1477;  won,  gained,  A  442, 
989;  //.  J.  used  as  pi.  pL  F  1401 ;  Won- 
nen,  fp.  won,  A  877,  3381. 

Wiiminfir»  s.  gain,  prom,  A  ^5,  D  4x6. 

Wlnsinffe,  fres.  pt,  wincmg,  starting 
aside,  i.  e.  sldttish,  A  3263. 

Winter,  //.  years,  T.  i.  811. 

Wirche,  v.  work,  A  3430 ;  provide.  E  i66x ; 
give  relief,  A  2759;  in  passive  sense,  to 
be  made,  HF.  474;  s^er.  to  perform,  A 
3308 ;  Wirk,  imp.  s,  do,  E  1485. 

Wfrdes,//.  Fates,  L.  2580;  Wierdes,  T. 
iii.  617. 

Wlrk.  imp.  s.  work,  do,  E  1485. 

Wlrkinffe,  s.  efficiency,  B  3.  p  11.  36; 
actions,  D  698 ;  calculation,  F  128a 

Wis,  adv.  certainly,  verily,  surely,  T.  ii. 
381, 474,  563 ;  A  2786,  D  62X ;  as  wis,  as 
surej[as),  T.  iv.  1655;  assuredly,  F  1470. 
See  Ywla. 

Wlsly,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  A 
1863,  3994,  416a.  I 

Wisse,  V.  mstruct,  T.  i.  622;  inform.  D  I 
X415 ;  show,  tell,  D  1008 ;  2  pr.  s,  subj.  I 


teach,  5.  74 ;  imp.  s.  direct,  guide,  i.  X55. 
A.  S.  wissian. 

WiBSh,  I  pt.  s.  washed,  R.  96, 125. 

WiBsbe,  V.  wish.  T.  ii.  406. 

Wist,  -e ;  see  Wlten. 

Wit,  J.  reason,  R.  1535 ;  understanding,  B 
2702 ;  judgement,  A  279 ;  mind,  R.  1694 ; 
kjiowledge,  mental  power,  R.  401 ;  wis- 
dom, T.  iv.  1508 ;  proof  of  intelligence. 
£  459 ;  Wittes,  p/.  senses,  B  303 ;  wits, 
F  706 ;  opinions,  F  303. 

Wlten,  ^/r.  to  know,  to  wit,  T.  v.  1324; 
'  Wite,  ger.  to  know,  3.  493 ;  to  discover, 
D  1450;  do  you  wite,  make  you  know, 
inform  you,  T.  ii.  i^ ;  Woot,  i  pr,  s. 
wot,  know,  A  389;  pr,  s.  knows,  2.  30; 
Wot,  ipr.s,  L.  4;  /r.  s.  knows,  B  X95; 
Woost.  2/r.  J.  knowest,  T.  1 633;  Wost, 
apr,  s,  \L,  543;  Wostow,  thou  knowest, 
A  330^;  Witen,  i  Pf^*pl*  wit,  know,  A 
X360;  Witen,  3 /r.//.  D  1890;  know  ye, 
H  1,83;  Woot  {wrongly  used  for  ^Wt), 
3  pr,  pi,  know,  A  740 ;  Wiste,  i  pt,  s, 
wist,  knew,  E  814:  Wistest,  %  pt,  s, 
knewest,  A  1x56;  Wfetestow,  knewest 
thou,  T.  iii.  1644;  Wiste,  pt,  s,  knew, 
R.  1344;  Wist,  pp,  known,  B  1072; 
Witeth,  imp.  pi.  know,  T.  i  687.  A.  S. 
witan;  pr.  t.  wot,  wast,  wot,  pi.  witon; 
pt.  t.  wiste. 

With,  with.  A  5, 10,  &c ;  to  keU  with  your 
kurtes,  to  heal  your  wounds  with,  F  471. 

Wlth-drow,  ipt.  s.  subtracted,  A.  ii.  45. 

IX 

Withholden,^^r.  to  retain,  1 1041 ;  With- 

holde,  pp.  retained,  B  2303;  detained, 

G  345;  shut  up,  kept  in  confinement, 

A  511. 
Wltnlxme-forth,  adv.  within,  B  5.  p  5. 

14. 
With-oute-forth,  adv.  outwardly,  I  173. 
Withouten,  prep,  besides,  as  well  as,  A 

461 ;  excepting,  T.  ii.  336. 
Wlthseye,  v.  contradict,  gainsay,  A  805 ; 

refuse,  L.  367 ;  renounce,  G  457. 
Withstonde,  v.  withstand,   oppose,   B 

3 1 10;  Withstonde,  pp,  withstood,  T.  L 

Wmng,  s.  knowledge,  cognizance,  A 
1611. 

Witlngrly,  adv.  knowingly,  I  401. 

Wltnesfully,  adv.  pubncly,  B  4.  p  5. 11. 

Wltterly,  adv.  plainly,  truly,  L.  3606. 

Wivere,  s.  wyvem,  snake,  T.  iii.  loxo. 
O.  F.  wivre^  lit  viper. 

Wlatsoxn,  adj.  disgusting,  B  3814 ;  hein- 
ous, B  4343. 

Wo,  s,  woe,  R.  319 ;  meiswo,l9m  sorry, 
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L.  1985;  VH>  were  us,  woe  would  be  to 
us,  E  i^. 
Wo,  adj,  unhappy,  R.  312;  sad,  grieved, 

A35I- 

Woae,  adj. ;  see  Wood. 

Wode-blnde,  s,  woodbine,  honeysuckle, 
A  1508. 

Wodedowve,  s,  wood-pigeon,  B  i960. 

Wodewale,  s.  the  green  woodpecker, 
Gecinus  viridis,  R.  914. 

Wodnesse,  s.  madness,  T.  iii.  794. 

Wol,  I  pr.  s.  (I)  will,  A  42;  desire,  E  646; 
Wole,  I  pr,  s,  am  ready  to,  T.  i.  589  ;* 
Wolt,  2  pr,  s,  wilt,  E  314 ;  Woltow,  wilt 
thou,  A  1544;  dost  thou  wish,  D  840; 
Wol, /r.  s.  will,  B  60;  wills,  desires, 
HF.  6(62;  wishes  for,  T.  ii.  396;  wishes 
(to  go),  will  go,  L.  1191 ;  permits,  H  28 ; 
Wole,  will  go,  D  353 ;  wo/  adoun,  is  about 
to  set,  I  72 ;  Wol  ye  so,  if  you  so  wish  it, 
E  2264 ;  Wil  ye,  wish  ye,  F  378 ;  Woln, 
pr,pi.  will,  wish  (to  have),  A  2121 ;  Wol- 
len,  pr,  pi.  will,  B  2561 ;  Wolde,  1  //.  s, 
desired,  6.  48;  should  like,  B  1637; 
Woldestow,  if  thou  wouldst.  L.  760; 
wouldst  thou,  B  4C36;  Wolde,  pt.  s. 
would,  A  144;  would  like  to,  B  1182; 
wished,  L.  952 ;  required,  F  577 ;  would 
go,  would  turn,  F  496;  wished  to,  4. 
124;  T.  ii.5X4;  Wolde  .  .  .  unto,  would 
go  to,  B  3786;  ^od  wolde,  oh  I  that  .God 
would  grant,  3. 665;  wolde  god,  oh !  that 
God  would  l)e  pleased.  D  1x03;  Wolde 
whoso  nolde,  1.  e.  whoever  would  or 
would  not,  T.  i.  77 :  Wold,  pp.  desired, 
18.  XI ;  willed,  B  2190,  2615. 

Wolde,  s.dat.  possession,  R.45X. 

Wolle,  J.  wool,  L.  1791. 

Woln,  Woltow ;  see  Wol. 

Woxnbe,  s.  belly.  A  4290 ;  womb,  E  2414 ; 
the  depression  in  the  front  of  an  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  3.  3. 

Wombe-8lde,  the  front  of  the  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  6.  la 

Wommanhede,  s.  womanhood,  B  851. 

Wond ;  pt,  s.  </ Winde. 

Wonde,  V,  desist,  L.  1187. 

Wonder,  adj.  wonderful,  wondrous, 
strange,  T.  i.  419. 

Wonder,  adv.  wondrously.  R.  242. 

Wonderiy,  adv.  wondrously.  A  84. 

Wonder-inost,  adJ,  sup.  most  wonderful, 
HF.  2059. 

Wonderis,  adv,  wondrously,  R.  27. 

Wone  (wuna),  s.  custom,  usage,  wont, 
T.ii.318;  HF.76. 

Wone,  V.  dwell,  inhabit,  G  332 ;  Woneth, 
pr,  s,  dwells,  lives,  D  1573;  Woneden, 


dwelt, 
400^ 


pt.pl,  dwelt.  A  2927;  Woned, /^.  d 

T.  I.  276 ;  wont,  accustomed,  T.  ii. 

V.  277. 
Wones  (wddnez),  fl.  places  of  retreat, 

hence,  range  of  buildings,  D  2105.    See 

Woon. 
Wonger,  s,  pillow.  B  2102. 
WonlnfiT,  s.  habitation,  house,  A  606. 
Wonne,  -n ;  see  Winne. 
Wood  (wddd),  s,  woad,  9. 17. 
Wood  {yN66d),adj.  mad,  A  184,  582, 636; 

mad  with  anger,  D  313;  for  wood,  as 

being  mad,  madly,  furiously,  L.  2420; 

for  pure  wood,  for  very  rage,  R.  276; 

ten  so  wood,  ten  times  as  fierce,  L.  736; 

Wode,  def.  adJ,  mad,  T.  ii.  1355. 
Woodeth,  pr.  s,  rages,  G  467. 
Woodly,  adv.  madly,  A  1301. 
Woodnesse,  s.  madness,  rage,  A  aoii, 

woon  (w6dn),  j.  resource,  T.  iv.  xi8i; 
plenty,  abundance,  L.  1652;  number, 
L.  2 161 ;  retreat,  secure  place,  HF.  1166; 
of  sorwe  woon,  abundance  of  sorrow,  3. 
475;  Wones,//.  places  of  retreat,  range 
of  buildings,  D  2105. 

Woost,  Woot ;  see  Wlta. 

Wopen,  pp.  of  Wepe. 

Worcher  5.  worker,  maker.  4.  a6i. 

Worchetn,  pr.  s,  works.  3.  8i<. 

Word,  s,  word,  A  304 ;  gooa  ward,  ap- 
proval, T.  V.  108 1 ;  w.  fy  w,,  word  by 
word,  D  2244;  at  shorte  wordes,  briefly, 
in  a  word,  L.  2462;  kadde  the  wordes, 
was  spokesman,  I  67. 

Word  and  ende  {for  Ord  and  ende), 
beginning  and  end,  T.  ii.  1495,  iii.  702, 
V.  1669;  B39XI. 

Worm-foul,  s.  birds  which  eat  worms, 
5.  505. 

wort,  J.  unfermented  beer,  wort,  G  813. 

Wortes,//.  heibs,  B  4411,  E  226. 

Wortben,  v,  be,  dwell,  T.  v.  329;  to 
become,  4,  248;  Worth,  ^.  s,  is,  (or,  as 
fut.)  shall  be ;  {hence)  Wo  worth,  it  is 
woe  to,  it  shall  be  woe  to,  it  is  ill  for, 
it  shall  be  ill  for,  T.  ii.  344;  Wei  worth 
of  dremes  ay  thise  oldc  wyves,  it  is 
well  for  these  old  wives  as  regards 
dreams,  i.  e.  dreams  are  all  very  well 
for  old  women,  T.  v.  379;  Wei  worth 
[not  worthe]  of  this  thing  grete  clerkes, 
It  is  well  for  great  writers  as  regards 
this  thing,  i.  e.  this  thing  is  all  venr 
well  for  great  writers,  HF.  m;  Worth 
upon,  gets  upon,  B  1941;    Worth  up, 


WS 


et  up  on,  mount,  T.  ii.  loii. 

08t,  Wostow,  Wot ;  sec  Wlta. 
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Wouke,  s.  week,  T.  iv.  1278,  v.  49a. 
Wounde.  J.  wound,  1.  79 ;  plague  (Lat. 

plaga)^  I  593;  Woundes  of  ^ptc, //. 

plagues    of   Egypt    (unlucky    dajrs   so 

called),  3. 1907. 
Wo  we,  ger,  to  woo,  T.  v.  1091. 
Wowing,  5.  wooing,  L.  1553. 
Wozen,  pp,  of  Wexe. 
Wrak,  J.  wreck,  B  513. 
Wrak,  pt.  s,  avenged.  T.  v.  1468. 
Wran^r,  adv.  wrongly,  amiss  (Northern), 

A42K2. 
Wrastlen,  v,  wrestle,  B  3456. 
Wratben,  ger,  to  render  angry.  T.  iii. 

174, 
Wraw,  adf,  angry,  H  46 ;  Wrawe,  peevish. 

fretful.  I  677. 
Wrawneese,  s,  peevishness,  fretfulness, 

I68a 
Wrecche,  s,  sorrowful  creature,  A  931 ; 

wretched  man,  T.  L  708. 
Wrecche,  adj,  wretched,  F  loao. 
Wreochedneese,  s,  misery,   B  3540; 

mean  act,  F  1523 ;  folly,  I  34 ;  miserable 

performance,  F  1271 ;  miserable  fiaire,  H 

171. 
Wreche,  j.  vengeance.  T.  v.  890,  896. 
Wreek,  imper.  s.  of  Wreke. 
Wreen,  v.  cover,  clothe,  R.  56;  Wreigh, 

pL  J.  covered,  hid,  T.  iii.  1056. 
Wreke  (wr^ka) ,  v.  wreak,  avenge,  C  857 ; 

pr.  5,  subj,  avenge,  L.  2340 ;   2  pr,  pL  F 

454;  Wrak,//.  s,  T.  v.  1468;  Wreken, 

pp,  revenged,  F  784 ;  Wroken,  pp,  T.  i. 

88. 
Wreker,  s.  avenger,  5.  361. 
Wrenches,   s,  pL   frauds,    stratagems. 

tricks.  G  108 1. 
Wreste,  v,  constrain,  force,  T.  iv.  1427. 
Wreye,  v.  bewray,  reveal,  A  3503. 
Wrighte,  s.  workman,  A  614, 
Wrinsre,  v.  squeeze,  force  a  way,  HF. 

21 10;   wring,  HF.  299;    Wrong,  pt,  s, 

wrung,  pinched,  D  492. 
Writ,  J.  scripture,  A  739. 
Writ,  -e,  -en;  see  WiTrte. 
Wrofifht,  -e ;  see  Werche. 
Wroken,  pp.  of  Wreke. 
Wrong,  J.;  had  wrong,  was  wrong,  3. 

1282. 
Wrong,  adv.  astray.  A  1267. 
Wrooth  (wrddth).  adj.  wroth,  angry,  3. 

S13.  519. 

Wrot,  pt.  s.  wrote.  T.  i.  655. 

Wroteth,  pr.  s.  tears  with  the  snout, 
buries  the  snout,  pokes  about,  I  157. 

Wrye,  ger.  to  hide,  T.  iii.  1569;  to  dis- 
guise, T.  i.  329;  V.  cover,  E  887. 


vfin 


Wrye,  v.  reveal,   discover,   flood   with 

light,  4.  91.    Variant  of  Wreye,  q.  v. 

[ft  might  be  better  to  read  wreye,  and 

deye  in  I  9a] 
Wiyen,  v,  turn  aside.  3. 627 ;  ger.  to  turn, 

to,  T.  ii.  906;  pt.  s.  bent,  A  3283. 

ryte,   v.  write.  A   96;    Writ,  pr.  s. 

writeth,  writes,  T.  i.  394 ;  Wroot,  //.  s, 

B  725 ;  Wrot.  T.  i.  655 ;  Wrlten,  pt.  pi. 

wrote,  HF.  1504 ;   Write.  1  //.  s.  subj. 

were   to   write,    B   3843;    Wrlten,  pp. 

written.  2. 43. 
Wrythe,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  T.  iv.  9;  to 

wriggle  out,  T.  iv.  986;  Wrytheth,  pr. 

5.  writhes  out.  throws  forth  wreaths  of 

smoke  (Lat.  tor^t),  B  i.  m  4.   xo; 

Wryth,  pr.  s.  writhes,  wreathes,  T.  iii. 

1231. 
Wyd,  adj.  wide,  A  401. 
Wyde,  adv.  widely,  ter.  T.  1 629. 
Wyde-where,  to  and  wide,  everywhere, 

B136. 
Wyf ,  s.  woman,  C  71 ;  wife,  3. 1082 ;  mis- 
tress of  a  household,  G  1015 ;  to  w.,  for 

wife,  A  i860 ;  Wyves;  pi.  women,  wives, 

L.  484. 
Wymood,  J.  womanhood,  B  76. 
Wjrflees,  ad/,  wifeless.  E  1236. 
Wyfly,  adv.  womanly,  wife-like.  L.  1737, 
Wyke,  s.  week,  T.  ii.  450, 1273. 
Wyle,  s.  wile,  plot,  T.  iii.  1077 ;  subtlety, 

S-  215- 

Wjni,  s.  wine,  A  334;  vnm  ape,  H  44, 
wine  which  made  a  man  behave  like  an 
ape  Tso  also  lion-wine,  pig<trine,  sheep- 
wine). 

Wynt,  pr.  s.  turns,  directs.  L.  8$ ;  Wond, 
pt.  s.  wound.  L.  2253. 

Wyr,  J.  bit.  L.  1205. 

Wye,  adj.  wise,  prudent,  A  68;  A^  mahe 
it  tvys,  to  make  it  a  subject  for  delil>era- 
tion,  to  hesitate,  A  785. 

Wyse,  s.  way,  manner,  L.  20. 

Wyser,  adj'.  wiser,  one  wiser  than  you. 
U2634. 

Wyte,  s.  blame,  reproach,  G  953;  vow  to 
wyte,  for  a  blame  to  you.  i.  e.  laid  to 

W'our  charge,  R.  1541. 
yte,  ger.  to  blame,  T.  i.  825  (under- 
stand   is   before    nought) ;     Wyten,   v. 
accuse,  I  1016. 


Y-,  a  prefix  used  especially  with  the  pp., 
like  the  A.  S.  ge-  and  G.  fe-.  See  below. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  infinitive,  as  in 
y-Jlnde,   y-here,   y-knowe,   y-see,  y-thee. 
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It  also  occurs  in  the  adjective  jhsette. 
For  further  ioformation,  see  under  the 
forms  of  the  infinitive  mood ;  e.  g.  for 
the  infin.  oiv^aie,  see  Bake. 

Yaf ;  //.  s,  </ Yeve,  to  give. 

Yald,  //.  s.  of  Yelden,  to  yield. 

Tare,  adj.  ready,  L.  2270. 

Yate,  s,  gate,  T.  ii.  6x7. 

Yave;  seexeve. 

Y-bake,/^.  baked,  L.  709. 

Y-banisht,  fip,  banished,  L.  1863. 

Y-barred,  pp.  barred.  R.  480. 

Y-bathed,  pp,  bathed,  T.  iv.  815. 

Y-bedded,  pp,  put  to  bed,  T.  v.  346. 

Y-been.  pp,  been,  B  4487. 

Y-benoned,//.  furnished  with  benches, 
L.  98  a. 

Y-beten,  pp,  beaten,  T.  i.  741 ;  beaten, 
forged,  A  ai6a ;  formed  in  beaten  gold, 
A  979;  struck,  coined,  L.  1122. 

Y-blent,  pp,  blinded,  R.  1610;  A  3808; 
deceived,  3.  647. 

Y-blessed,/^.  blessed,  B  4638. 

Y-bleynty  pp,  blenched,  turned   aside, 

A  3753- 
Y-blowe,/^.  blown,  T.  i.  384. 
Y-boren,/^.  bom.  C704,E626:  Y-bore, 

bom,  E  158:  borne,  carried,  T.  v.  1650; 

moved.  F  326. 
Y-bouirbt,  pp,  bought.  T.  i.  8ia 
Y-bounden,  pp,  bound,  5.  268. 
Y-bowed,  f^,  diverted,  B  4,0  6. 179. 
Y-brend,/^.  burnt,  G  318;  Y-brent,  HF. 

940. 
Y-broffht,/^.  brought,  L.  938. 
Y-brouded,  pp,  embroidered,  L.  159  a. 

Ct  A,  S.  h'o^cUn,  pp.  of  bregdan, 
Y..oaufirbt, /^  fixed,  3. 838. 
Y-ohaped,^.  furnished  with  chapes  or 

metal  caps  (which  were  placed  at  the 

end  of  the  sheath) .  A  366. 
Y-oheyned,/^.  chained,  17.  14. 
Y-olad,/^.  claid,  clothed.  R.  Soa 
Y^lawed,  fp,  clawed,  torn,  D  1731. 
Y-olenohed,  pp,  clinched,   riveted,    A 

Y-oleped,  pp,  called.  A  410,  867.. G  129. 

H  2;  invoked,  T.  iv.  504;   summoned, 

B  2435 ;  named,  A  3313 ;  Y-clept,  called, 

A  376. 
Y-oomen,  pp,  come,  HF.  1074;  ycome 

aboute,  come  about,  passed,  B  3364. 
Y-^6rouned,  pp,  crowned,  L.  219. 
Y^orumped,  //.  corrupted.  B  5.  p  2. 28. 
Y-corven,  pp,  cut.  G  533;   Y-corve,  A 

2013.    ^^  Kerve. 
Y-ooupled,  pp,  coupled,  wedded,  E  1219. 
Y-coyned,/^.  coined,  C  77a 


Y-oraaed,/^.  cracked,  broken,  3.  324. 
Y-oriBtDed,  pp,  baptised,  B  240. 
Y-crowe,//.  crowed.  A  3357. 
Y-dampzied,  pp,  condemned.  L.  2030. 
Y-darted,>t^.  pierced  with  a  dart,  T.  §▼. 

240. 
Ydel.  adj,  idle,  empty,  vain,  B  2778;  in 

ydei,  in  vain,  B  2494,  F  867. 
Y^xllgrbt,  pp,  decked.  A  3205. 
Ydolastre.  s,  idolater,  B  3377. 
Ydole,  s,  idol,  3. 626. 
Y-doon,  pp,   done,   B  4610;    over,    E 

1894. 
Y-drad,  pp,  dreaded,  T.  iii.  1775. 
Y-drawe, /^.  drawn,  A  596, 944. 
Y-dressed,  pp,  dressed,  arranged,   set, 

E381. 
Y-dronke,/^.  drunk,  B 2601* 
Y-dropped,  i»^.  bedropped,  covered  frith 

drops,  A  2884. 
Ytt,  s,  eye,  R.  296;  ai  yi,  at  eye,  to  sight, 

evidently,  G  964,  io$9:  Sat^  with  3^. 

perceived,  A  3415 ;  Yto,  //.  eyne,  eyes, 

B  3260, 3392. 
Ye,  adv,  yea.  verily,  T.  i.  534. 
Yeddingres,  pi,  songs.  A  237. 
Yede,  //.  s,  walked,  went.  G  114Z,  1281. 

A,S.eode, 
Yeer,  s,  year,  A  347 ;  Yere  (m  phr,  manv 

a  yere),  B  132;  Yeres  ende,  year's  end, 

D  916 :   Yeer  by  yere,  year  after  year, 

B  1688 ;  Fro  yeer  to  yere,  5.  321 ;  Yeer, 

{archaic)  pi,  A  82;  Yeres,  (««»)  //.  B 

463. 
Yef,  imp,  s,  give,  T.  v.  308. 
Yeftes,  //.  gifts,  T.  iv.  39a. 
Yelden,^^.  to  yield  up,  D  912;  to  yiekl 

to,  pay,  D  1811 ;  Yelt,  pr,  s.  yields.  T.  i. 

385 ;  Yelde,  pr,  s,  suij,  requite,  D  1772, 

2177 ;  Yald,  pt,  s,  afforded,  B  4.  ro  7.  25 ; 

Yeld.  imp,  s,  restore,  C  189;   Yolden, 

ff,  yielded;  T.  i.  801 ;    submissive,  T. 

ui.  96;    Yeldinge,  pres,  pi,  giving,    B 

YeloEalle,  s,  guild-hall,  A  370. 
YeldinfiTt  ^   produce,  lit.   *  yielding,'    A 

YeUeden,  pi,  pi,  yelled,  B  4579. 

Yelpe,  ger,  to  boast.  A  a^ ;  /r.pl,  prate. 

T.  iii.  307. 
Yelwe,  adJ,  yellow.  R.  310. 
Yeman,  s.  yeoman,  A  loi. 
Yemanly,  adv.  in  a  yeomanlike  manner. 

A  106. 
Yen  =  Yen,  pi.  eyes ;  see  Yfi. 
Y-ended,  fp.  ended,  R.  1315. 
Yerd,  s,  yard,  garden,  R.  49X 
Yerde,  x.  rod,  stick,  T.  i  257, 740 ;  switdi. 
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A  149:  rod,  'caduceus,'  A  1387;  yard 

(in  length),  A  X050;  correction,  E  3a. 
Teme,  adt.  eager,  brisk,  lively,  A  3257. 
Yeme,  adv,  eagerly,  soon,  D  993 ;  briskly, 

quickly,  glibly,  5.  3 ;  C  398 ;  as  y.,  very 

soon,  HF.  91a 
Yeme,  ger,  to  yearn  for,  to  be  longed 

for,  T.  IV.  198 ;  v.  desire,  T.  iii.  15a. 
Yeten  (y^tan),  v,  pour,  shed,  B  i.  m  7.  i. 

A.  S.geotoM, 
Yeve,  V.  give,  A  932;  Yevest,  a /''.  J. 

?'ivest,  F  1033;  Yeveth,  fr.  s,  E  93: 
eve,/r.  s,  subj,  may  (he)  give,  E  30; 
Yaf,  I  //.  J.  gave,  E  861 ;  Yaven,//.  //. 
G  415 ;  Yeven,  //.  //.  subi,  would  give, 
HF.  1708;  Yeven,  pp,  given,  A  1086; 
devoted,  7.  iii. 
Yeveres,  pi.  givers,  I  791. 
Yevinfif ,  s,  giving,  18.  37 ;  what  one  gives, 

4-230. 
Yexeth,/r.  j.  hiccoughs,  A  4151. 
Y-faUen,  pp.  fallen.  B  3166 ;  happened. 

G  1043 ;  having  befallen,  C  496. 
Y-fare,  pp.  gone,  T.  iii.  577. 
Y-felawBhu>ed,  pp.  made  companions, 

B  3.  p  6.  91. 
Y-f ere,  together,  B  394,  E 1 1 13,  G  380,   Cf. 

Infere. 
Y-fet,  pp.  fetched.  F  174,  G  1116. 
Y-fetered,  >^.  fettered,  A  1229. 
Y-fethered,  pp.  feathered,  R.  951. 
Y-fe3rned,    pp.     feigned,    invented,    L. 

327  a :  evaded.  E  529. 
Y-flcched,^.  fixed,  B  4.  p  6. 125. 
Y-flnde,  v.  find,  F  470;  Y-founde,>^.  L. 

1668. 
Y-flity  pp,  moved,  whirled  along,  B  i.  m 

2.  14. 
Y-f  Glowed,  >^.  followed.  3.  39a 
Y-forged,  pp.  made,  A  3256. 
Y-formed,  pp,  created,  HF.  49a 
Y-fostred,  pp.  fostered,  sustained,  E  213 ; 

brought  up,  A  3946. 
Y-founde,  >j^.  found.  A  1211,  3514. 
Y-founded,  pp,  set  on  a  foundation.  5. 

w. ;  based.  3. 933. 
Y-freten,  pp.  eaten,  devoured,  L.  1951. 
Y-frounced,  adj.  wrinkled,  R.  155. 
Y-fyned,  adj.  refined,  delicately  formed. 

R.  1696. 
Y-fyred,//.  fired.  L.  1013. 
Y-ererdoned,  pp.  rewarded,   B  5.  p  3. 

182. 
Y-greten./^.  gotten,  procured,  A  3564. 
Y-fiTlased,  pp.  glazed,  3.  333. 
Y-fiflewed, /k^.  fixed  tight.  F  183. 
Y-erlosed,  pp.  flattered,  H  34. 
Y-fiTOon,  pp.  gone,  L.  3306,  3313. 


Y-irraunted,  pf.  granted.  C  488. 
Y-g>rave,  pp.  dug  up.  cut,  u  904;  dug 

out,  3.  164;  engraved,  graven,  A  3796; 

buried.  D  496. 
Y-greved,^.  harmed,  A  4181. 
Y-fifTOunde, />^.  ground,  A  3991;  sharp- 
ened, pointed,  A  3549. 
Y-grounded,  pp.  grounded.  3. 931. 
Y-ifTOwen,  pp.  grown.  A  3973. 
Y-halwed,  pp.  consecrated,  L.  1871. 
Y-harded,  pp.  hardened.  F  345. 
Y4iated,/^.  hated,  HF.  300. 
Y-hent,  pp.  seized,  caught,  C  868. 
Y-herd,  pp,  as  adj,  covered  with   hair, 

A  3738. 
Y-here,  v.  hear.  T.  iv.  1313. 
Y-heried,  pp,  praised.  T.  11. 973. 
Y-hevled,^.  weighed  down,  B  5.  m  5. 

a6. 
Y-hid,  pp.  hid,  G  317. 
Y-higrbt,  pp.  called.  T.  v.  541. 
Y-holde,  pp.  esteemed  to  be.  A  2374; 

celebrated.  A  3958 ;  considered,  C  003 ; 

indebted.  L.  1954;  continued,  E  1933; 

restrained.  HF.  ia86. 
Y-hurt,>>^.  hurt.  A  3709. 
Y-japed,/^.  jested.  T.  i.  318. 
Ylf ,  conj.  if.  L.  3059.  2313. 
Ylf ,  imp.  5.  give ;  see  Yive. 
Yift,  J.  gift,  3.  847,  695, 1370. 
Yllden,  ger,   to   repay,    B  <.  p  i.  14; 

Yildeth,  pr,   s.   yields,  produces.  B  4, 

m  6.  31.    See  Yelden. 
Y-Joigiied,  pp,  joined,  B  3.  p  6.  93. 
Yl8,  yes,  L.  517. 
YlBterday,  yesterday,  R.  104a 
Ylt,  yet,  L.  4.  106. 
Yive,  ger.  to  give.  A  225;  Yiveth,/r.  s. 

gives.  18.  38 ;  pr.  s,  smij,  may  (he)  give, 

3. 683 ;  Yiven,*^.  given,  granted,  3.  ^5. 
Yfver,  s.  giver.  II.  3338. 
Y-kempt,>^.  combed.  A  4369. 
Y-kl8t,/^^.  kissed,  T.  iv.  1689. 
Y-lmeled,  pp.  kneeled.  L.  1333. 
Y-knet,  pp.   knotted,  tightly  bound,  T. 

iii.  1734 ;  Y-knit,  joined,  6. 3X 
Y-knowe,  v.  know,  F  887;    recognize, 

HF.  1336;  discern,  D  1370;  pp,  known, 


^3-392. 

f-korven,  pf.  cut.  B  i8oi. 


Y-koud,/^.  known  well.  3. 666. 
Y-lad,>^.  carried  (in  a  cart),  A  53a 
Y-laft,   pp,    left,   A    3746;    left  behind, 

F1138. 
Y-laid,  pp.  laid,  L.  3141. 
Y4ain,  pp.  lain,  remained,  L.  3410. 
Yle,  s.  isle,  island.  HF.  416,  440;  region, 

province,  L.  1425. 
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Y-lent,>^.  lent,  G  1406. 

Y4ered,  pp,  educated,  T.  i.  976. 

Y-let,  pp,   hindered,    obstructed,    B    5. 

p  4.  34, 
T-leten,  pp,   left,   allowed,   B   4.   p   4. 

Y^oyd,  pp,  laid,  A  3568. 

Y-liche,  adj.  alike,  similar,  L.  389. 

Y-llche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  A  2526. 

Y-Ussed,  pp.  eased,  T.  i.  1089. 

Y-llved,  pp,  lived,  T.  v.  933. 

Y-logrgred,>^.  lodged,  B  4181. 

Y-loren,  pp.  lost.  L.  26;  HAova.pp.  lost, 
T.  iv.  1250. 

Y-lo8t,>>^.  lost,  HF.  183. 

Y-loved,  fp.  loved,  T.  1. 594. 

Y-lyk,  (ut^.  like,  A  592;  alike,  A  2734; 
Y-lyke,  like,  A  1539. 

Y-lyke,  adv.  alike,  equally,  L.  55, 731. 

Y-lyined,>^^.  caught  (as  birds  with  bird- 
lime), D  934. 

Y-metad,  pp.  made,  caused,  HF.  691. 

Ymaer^ries,  pi,  carved  work,  HF.  1190, 

1304. 
Yznasrlned,  pp.  considered,  intentional, 

I  448. 
Y-maked,  pp.  made,  L.  122,  222. 
Y-marked,  >^.  set  down,  marked  out, 

planned,  HF.  1103. 
Y-maeked,/^.  enmeshed,  T.  iii.  1734. 
Y-medled, /^.  mingled,  T.  iii.  815. 
Y-znel,  prep,  among  (Northern),  A  4171. 
Y-ment,  pp.  intended,  HF.  1742. 
Y-znet,  pp.  met,  A  2624 ;  Y-mette,  as  pi. 

adj.  met.  B  11x5. 
Y-meynd,  pp.  mixed,  mingled,  A  2x70. 
Y-znoeved, /^.  moved,  B  4.  m  6.  7. 
Yznpne,  s.  lyric   poem   (lit  hymn),   L. 

422. 
Y-mused,  pp.    mused,    reflected,    HF. 

1287. 
Y-neznpned,  pp.  named,  I  598. 
Y-nofirb,  adj.  enough,  sufficient,  A  w, 

3149;   Y-now,  G  1018;   Y-nowe,  pL  5. 

233. 
Y-nogrb,  adv.  enough,  sufficiently,  6.  13;. 

Y-nough,  R.  247. 
Y-nome,  pp.  caught,  overcome,  T.  i.  242 ; 

taken.  L.  2^^3. 
Y-norlsshed,  /^.  educated,  T.  v.  821. 
Y-offfed,  >^.  offered,  dedicated,  L.  932. 
Yok,  s.  yoke,  E  113.  1285. 
Yolde,  -n  ;  see  Yelden. 
Yolle,  pr.pl.  cry  aloud,  A  2672. 
Yoznanrye,  s.  veomanry,  A  3949. 
Yon,  adj.  yon,  A  4178. 
Yond,  adv.  yonder,  A  1099. 
YonfiT,  adj.  young,  A  79. 


Yonfirbede,  s.  dot.  youth,  R.  351. 

Yore,  adv.  formerly,  of  old,  B  174,  272 ; 
for  a  long  time,  a  long  while,  A  1813: 
long  ago,  long,  i.  150;  ycre  agon,  long 
ago,5.  17;  yen  ago,  A  3437;  >//.,  very 
long  ago,  7.  243,  346;  of  tymey.,  of  old 
time,  F  963. 

YoulinfiT,  i.  loud  lamentation,  A  1278. 

Y-painted,  pp.  painted,  R.  892. 

Y-paased,  pp.  passed.  R.  380;  past. 
£1892. 

Y-payed,>^.  paid,  A  1802. 

Y-piked,^.  picked  over,  G  941. 

Y-plesed,/^.  pleased,  D  93a 

Y-pleyned,  >^.  complained,  T.  iv.  1688. 

Y-pleynted,  pp.  full  of  complaint,  T.  v. 

1597. 

Y-plounfired,  pp.  plunged,  sunk,  B  3. 
p  II.  122. 

Y-plyted,  pp.  pleated,  gathered.  B  i. 
pa.  31. 

Ypocras,  Hippocrates;  kena  a  kind  of 
cordial,  C  306. 

Ypocryte,  s.  hypocrite,  F  514. 

Y-portreyd,  pp.  covered  with  pictures. 
R.897. 

Y-porveyed,  pp.  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3. 45. 

Y-prayed,  pp.  invited,  E  969. 

Y-prelsed,/^.  praised,  HF.  1577. 

Y-preved,/^.  proved  (to  be),  A  485. 

Y-pulled,  pp.  plucked,  i.  e.  with  super- 
fluous hairs  plucked  out,  A  3245. 

Y-piirveyed,  pp.  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3. 88. 

Y-queynt,  pp.  quenched.  A  3754. 

Y-qulked./^.  kindled,  I  536. 

Y-qult,  pp.  quit,  acquitted,  F  673. 

Y-raft,  /^.  bereft,  snatched  away.  A  2015 ; 
reft,  robbed,  L.  1572. 

Yre,  5.  ire,  anger,  vexation,  i.  30. 

Y-red,/^.  read,  T.  iv.  799. 

Y-reke,  pp.  raked  together,  A  3882. 

Y-rekened.  pp.  accounted.  D  367;  taken 
into  account,  F  427. 

Yren.  j.  iron,  R.  1184. 

Yren.  adj.  iron,  G  759. 

Y-rent,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  1654;  torn.  B 
844. 

Y-ronsre.  pp.  rung,  told  foudly,  HF. 
1655. 

Y-ronne,  pp.  run,  A  8,  3893 ;  continued. 
L.  1943;  run  together,  A  2693;  inter- 
laced, R.  1396;  cTusteped.  A  ai(%. 

Y-rouned.  pp.  whispered,  HF.  2107. 

Y-satled,  pp.  settled,  E  2405. 

Y-sayd,  pp.  said,  3.  27a 

Y-acalded.  pp.  scalded,  A  aoao. 

Y.8chette,jj^.//.  shut,  B  560. 

Yse,  J.  ice.  HF.  1x30. 
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Y-see,  V.  behold,  T.  u.  354 ;  imp.  s,  see, 
look,  T.  ii  1253;  Y-seyn,  ^,  seen,  L. 
9076. 

Y-eene,  adj,  visible,  A  593,  F  996;  mani- 
fest, T.  iv.  1607;  L.  1394.  A.  S.geshu, 
gesyne, 

Y-aet,  fp,  set,  A  4337 ;  placed,  5. 149;  set 
down,  F  173 ;  seated,  U  39a ;  appointed, 
A  1635 ;  planted,  R.  604. 

Y-seye,  pp.  seen,  HF.  1367 ;  Y-scyn,  T.  v. 
448. 

Y-aeyled,  pp.  sailed,  B  4389. 

Y-8had,  pp.  scattered  (Lat  sparsas),  B  3. 
ma.  33. 

Y-abaken,  pp,  quivering,  sparkling,  B  i. 
m  3. 17. 

Y-ahsmed,/^.  put  to  shame,  HF.  356. 

Y-ahapen,  {strong)  pp.  shaped,  prepared, 
B  3490;  provided,  A  4179;  contrived, 
G  1080 ;  Y-shaped,  {vnak)  pp.  prepared, 
T.  iii.  1240. 

Y-ahave,  pp,  shaven,  A  6Qa 

*"   "      "  to    shai 


Y-ahent,  pp. 
blamed,  D  1312. 


put 


name,   severely 


Y-ahette,^.  pi.  shut,  B  2159. 
Y-ahewed,  pp.  shown,  T.  v.  1251 ;  made 

manifest,  4.  x8i. 
Y-ahore,  pp.  shorn,  T.  iv.  906. 
Y-ahove,  pp.  borne  about,  L  726. 
Y-alayn,  pp.  slain,  HF.    159;   Y-slawe, 

B484. 
Y-amlte,  pp.   smitten,   wounded,   B   3. 

m7.7. 
Y-aonire,  pp.  sung,  D  1726;  Y-songen, 

L.  270. 
Y-aougrbt,^.  sought,  T.  iii.  1317. 
Y-aounded,  pp.  sunk,  T.  ii.  535. 
Y-aowen,  pp.  sown,  HF.  1488. 
Y-aped,  >^.  sped,  A  422a 
Y-apended,^.  spent,  B  5.  p  4. 15. 
Y-aprad,  pp.  spread,  B  1644;    Y-spred, 

A  4x4a 
Y-apreynd,  pp.  sprinkled,  A  2169. 
Y-apronflre,^.  sprung,  shot  out,  R.  718 ; 

divulged,  HF.  2081. 
Y-atalled,  pp.  installed,  HF.  1364. 
Y-atiked,  pp.  stuck.  A   1565;   stabbed, 

F  1476. 
Y-etXnt.pp.  stopped,  D  39a 
Y-atonde,  pp.  stood,  been,  T.  v.  1612. 
Y-atonffe,  pp.  stung,  C  355. 
Y-atorve,  pi>.  dead,  A  2014. 
Y-atrawea,  pp.  bestrewn,  3.  629. 
Y-atrlke,>^.  struck,  11.  34. 
Y-a\iffrecL  pp.  suffered,  T.  v.  415. 
Y-aweped,  pp.  swept,  G  938. 
Y-awom, /^.  sworn,  A  1132;  sworn  (to 

doit),T.  V.  283. 


Y-awowned,  pp.  swowned,  L.  1342. 
Y-take,  pp.  caught,  B  35x4;    taken,  L. 

617. 
Y-thanked,  ;^.  thanked.  D  21 18. 
Y-thee,  v.  thrive,  T.  iv.  439. 
Y-thewed,  pp.  disposed;  wtl y-thewed, 

well-conducted,  5.  47 ;  R.  xoo8. 
Y-thooked,  pp.  thanked,  T.  iv.  2. 
Y-throngren,  pp.  confined,  B  2.  p  7.  53. 
Y-throwe,  pp.  thrown,  T.  iv.  6 ;  cast  out, 

2.  89. 
Y-told,  pp.  told,  A  3x09. 
Y-tomcKl,  pp.  turned,  B  4.  m  5.  x. 
Y-travailed,>^.  laboured,  with  difficulty, 

£  5.  p  3.  45. 
Y-treapaaaed,  pp.  sinned,  B  2609. 
Y-treaaed,  pp.  plaited  in  tresses,  T.  v. 

810. 
Y-treted,  pp.  discussed,  B  4.  p  x.  70. 
Y-tukked,  pp.  tucked  up,  L.  982. 
Y-tumod,/^.  turned,  A  1238,  2062. 
Y-twiimea,  pp.  parted,  T.  iv.  788. 
Yve,  B  4x56;  see  Brbe. 
Yvel,  adi.  ill,  evil.  T.  ii.  loox. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  R.  21^,  1067. 
Yvelea,  s.  pi.  evils,  B  26x8. 
Yvory,   s.   ivory,   B   2066;    Yvoirc,    3. 

946. 
Y-voyded.  pp.  removed,  F  1x59. 
Y-war,  adj.  aware,  T.  ii.  398. 
Y-wamed,  pp.  warned,  B  4422. 
Y-waxen,  pp.  grown,  become,  T.  v.  275 ; 

Y-waxe,  3.  X275. 
Y-wedded./^.  wedded,  L.  XX79. 
Y-went,  pp.  gone,  HF.  976. 
Y-went,  pp.   weened,    imagined,  T.  v. 

444. 
Y-wet,  pp.  wetted,  A  4x55. 
Y-whet,  pp.  whetted,  7.  2x2. 
Y-wlxnpled,  pp.  provided  with  a  wimple, 

A   470;    covered   with   a   wimple,   L. 

797- 
Y-wie,    adv.   certainly,   truly,  verily,   R. 

Y-wlat,  >^.  known,  B  5.  p  3.  36. 
Y-woxine,  pp.  gained,  T.  iv.  X3XS ;  won, 

D  2293;  arrived,  L.  2427. 
Y-woi^e,  pp.  become,  3. 579. 
Y-wounde,  pp.  wound,  covered  up,  12. 

18. 
Y-wovexi,   pp.    woven,    completed,    L. 

2360. 
Y-woxexi,  pp.  grown,  E  X462. 
Y-wrltexi,  pp.  written,  5.  X24, 14X. 
Y-wrlthen,     pp.     wreathed,     wrapped 

round.  R.  160. 
Y-wrogrht,  pp.  made,  A  X96,  B  2054; 

shaped,  L.  1x73;  depicted,  3.  327;  oma- 
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mented,  R.  897;  Y-wroghte,  pp.  pi. 
fjEishioned,  5. 123. 

Y-wroken,  pp.  avenged,  16.  a6 ;  Y-wroke, 
wreaked,  T.  v.  589. 

T-wrongre,  pp.  forced,  L.  2527. 

Y-wryen,  pp.  hidden,  T.  iii.  1451 ;  cov- 
ered, A  9904. 

Y-yeve,  pp.  given,  T.  iii.  1376;  Y-yive, 
T.  iii.  161 1. 


Zeles,  pi.  zeal,  T.  v.  1859. 

Zodia^  s,  pi.  beasts,  A.  L  ax.  6z. 

Zodiac,  s,  zodiac,  A.  pr.  Z09.  An  imagi- 
nary belt  in  the  heavens,  of  the  breadth 
of  12°,  along  the  middle  of  which  runs 
the  ecliptic.  The  Astrolabe  only  showed 
the  nortk^m  half  of  this  belt. 
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GLOSSARY  TO  FRAGMENTS  B  AND  C  OF 
THE   ROMAUNT   OF   THE   ROSE. 

FRAGMENT  B  =  11  1706-5810. 
FRAGMENT  C  =  11.  5811-7698. 

Thb  followinc  Glossary  (which  inchides  proper  names)  is  separated  from  the  preceding  because 
Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  Komaunt  are  not  by  Chaucer. 

Fragment  B  abounds  in  Northern  words  and  forms.  Words  in  Fragment  C  have  *  C '  prefixed 
to  the  number  of  the  line. 


A,  V,  (to)  have,  4322. 

Abandoun:  in  abandoun,  fully,  without 

stint,  3342. 
Abawed,  fp,  amaxed,  3646;    Abawid, 

4041. 
AbayMhed,  pp,  cast  down,  ^vjo. 
Abey,  v,  (/fer  Abcyc),  suffer  (for  it),  pay 

(for  it),  C  6713.    SeeAbye. 
AbidlnfiTt  -r.  delay,  aaaa. 
Ablt,  J.  habit,  dress,  religious  dress,  4914. 
Abit,  Abood ;  see  Abyde. 
Abood,  /.  delay.  C  7697. 
Abovon,  adv,  m  luck,  4353. 
Abraide,  v,  start  up.  break  forth,  5156; 

Abraid,  i  //.  s,  awoke,  1806;  Abreyde, 

(t  s,  broke  out,  3967. 
Aorede,  adv.  abroad,  3563. 
Absente,  pr,   j.  sudj,  abstain,  refrain, 

491 1. 
Abetinence-Streyned.  i.  e.  Constrained 

Abstinence  (personified),  C  6341,  7366. 
Abyde,  gtr.  to  await,  49x0;  v.  expect, 

5329;    watch    for,   4913;    Abit,  pr,   s, 

dwells,  4977,  4989;  stays,  50Z2;  Abood, 

I  pt.  s.  endured,  waited,  3694. 
Abye,  v.  pay  for,  C  5888,  5976;  Abyeth, 

pr.  s.  C  7642. 
Aocord,  I  pr.  s.  agree  to,  2083 ;  Accorded, 

pt.  pi.  agreed,  C  5815 ;  pp.  reconciled, 

C5846. 


A-cold,  ad/,  cold,  chilly,  2658. 

Aooye,  v.  quiet,  allay,  3564. 

AcQuyte,  v.  defray  the  expense,  pay  for, 

C6742. 
Ado  (/or  at  do),  to  do,  so8a 
A-fere,  adv.  on  fire,  4073. 
Afered,  pp.  afraid.  3604. 
Affk«y,  s.  terror,  3866;  fear,  2034. 
Affk«yed,  pp.  frightened,  3x13. 
Affye,  V,  trust,  3155. 
Afom,  adv,  formerly,  3952. 
Aftlr,  prrp.  according  to,  2255. 
Afyne,  adv.  completely,  3690. 
Agraat,  adj.  afraid,  C  0106. 
Agreyn-oozninff,  s.  returning,  2^18. 
Agreyns,  prrp,  in  comparison  with,  5536. 
Agrilte,  pr,  s.  smned  against,  offended, 

C  5833,  6784;  Agiltest,  2 /A  s.  C  7572. 
Agro,^.  gone,  2932. 
A-grree,  adv.  in  good  part,  4349. 
A-grreef ,  adv.  in  bad  part ;  take  not  agree/ 

take  it  not  amiss,  C  7573. 
Aken,  v,  ache,  C  6908. 
Al,  conj,  although,  1754. 
Al-day,  adv.  continually,  2484. 
Alder,  adj.  gen,  pi.  of  (us)  all,  C  6948. 
Alderflrat,  adv,  first  of  all.  C  7505. 
AlegTffed,  pt,  pi.  alleviated,  1768.    See 

Allege. 
Aleffffexnent,  /.  alleviation,  1890, 1923. 
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Alffate,  adv.  alway,  always,  5157,  C  7477 ; 

at  any  rate,  C  7152. 
AUegre,  v.  exempt  (lit.  alleviate),  C  66a6; 

Alleggith,/r.  j.  alleviates,  2588. 
Allefireaunce,  s.  alleviation,  1871. 
Allowe,  V.  approve  of,  value,  5186. 
Almesse,  s.  alms.  C  6624. 
Al-only,  adv.  alone,  C  5819. 
Alosed,/^.  noted,  famed,  2354. 
Al-out,  adv.  altogether,  2101,  2935. 
Al-outerly,  adv.  utterly,  C  6302, 7663. 
Alowe,  V.  accept,  approve  of  5175. 
Also,  coHj.  as,  C  67^. 
Amende,  v.  advance,  succeed,  C  5876. 
AxnonsT,  adv.  sometimes,  2325, 3241, 3304. 
Amourettes,  s.pi.  sweethearts,  4755. 
Amyas,  a  curious  error ;  •for  At  Myas, 

i.  e.  at  Meaux,  3826.    F.  text,  a  Afiaus. 
And,  conj.  if,  2051, 4441. 
Ansrer,  s.  pain,  anguish,  1877;   Angres, 

//.  torments,  2554,  3789. 
Anfirerly,  adv.  cruelly,  351 1. 
Angrre,  ^er.  to  vex,  3526. 
Angrry,  adj.  cruel,  2628,  3265. 
Angri^dssous,  adj.  anxious,  175c 
Anker,  s.  an  anchoress,  a  female  recluse 

shut  up  either  in  a  cell   attached    to 

a  church,  or  living  under  a  religious 

rule  in  her  oMm  house,  C  6348. 
Anon-rifiTbt,  adv.  straightway,  1778. 
Anoy,  s.  discomfort,  pain,  vexation,  1919, 

2099,4404. 
Anojmt,  //.  anointed,  1888. 
Apaired,//.  s.  injured,  C  7522. 
Apayed,  /^.  satisfied,  2854,  5631. 
Aperceyved,//.  s.  perceived,  C  6312. 
Apercey  vlngr,  s.  perception,  C  6318. 
Apert,  adj.  open,  obvious,  C  6621. 
Apostlis  newe,  i.  e.  the  preaching  friars, 

C6270. 
Apparence,  s.  mere  outward  appearance, 

5550 ;  evidence,  C  7660. 
Apparent,  adj.  distinct,  2583. 
Appert,  adj.  open,  C  6150.    See  Apert. 
Appose,  V.  oppose,  C  6555,  7146.     F. 

text,  oposer. 
A-que3mt, /j^.  acquainted,  3080. 
Aqueyntable,  adj.  affable,  2213. 
Axace,  v.  pull  out,  1752. 
Arblasters,  j.^/.men  with  crossbows,4i96. 
Ares6neth,  pr.  s.  reasons  with,  argues, 

C6220. 
Arest,  s.  rest  (for  a  si>ear),  C  7561. 
Arette,  v.  impute,  3327. 
Areyse,  v.  raise  up,  4361 ;  rouse,  C  7159. 
A-rowe,  adv.  in  a  row,  C  7606. 
Ascape,  v.  escape,  get  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty, C  65x5. 


Asker,  s.  one  who  begs,  C  6674. 
A-slope,  adv.  aside,  awry,  4464. 
Assay,  s.  attempt,  3449 ;  quality,  temper, 

4350- 
Assayed,/^,  tried,  proved,  2688. 
Asseth,  a  sufficien<nr,  5600. 
Assoile,  V.  absolve,  C  6364 ;  pp.  explained, 

Assomngr,  s,  absolving,  C  6412. 

Assured,  pp.  secured,  4309. 

Astat,  s.  state,  plight,  2416;  Astate,  con- 
dition, 4672,  C  6856. 

Astoned,  pp.  astonished,  3859. 

A-sundir,  adv.  diversely,  4477. 

A-swone,  in  a  swoon,  1736. 

At,  prrp.  at  the  hands  of,  from,  C  6870; 
At  al,  at  all  points,  5249 ;  at  Ueste  tm^r, 
at  least,  C  5827 ;  at  vfordis/ewe,  in  a  few 
words,  briefly,  2129. 

Attenddth,  pr.  s.  attaches  itself,  apper- 
tains, 5309. 

Attonr,  s.  array,  3718. 

AuiTUStins,  s,pl.  Ausdn  Friars,  C  7461. 

Aumenere,  s.  purse  for  alms,  2271. 

Auntre,  v.  rejl.  venture,  2495. 

Avals,  V.  descend,  1803. 

Avaunced,/^.  promoted,  C  6951 ;  helped, 
3468. 

Avaunt,  adv.  in  advance,  forward,  3959, 
4790. 

Avaunt,  v.  refi.  boast,  4788. 

Avauntafire,  s.  profit,  5808. 

Avenaunt,  adj.  becoming,  seemly,  9058 ; 
pleasant,  3679 ;  condescending,  4699. 

Aventure,  s.  chance,  fortune,  &te,  axi8, 
4376;  case,  €7308. 

Avouterye,  s,  adultery,  4954. 

Avysed,  i  //.  s.  reji,;  Avysed  me,  ap- 
plied myself,  1807. 

Awayte,  s.  ambush,  4497. 

Awayted,  pp.  watched;  awayted  with, 
watched  by,  3066. 

Axe,  V.  ask,  C  6559. 

Ayeines,/ri^.  against,  C  7178. 


Bachllere,  s.  young  knight,  9828. 

BaflTfire,  s.  purse,  C  6834. 

Baillye,  s.  custody,  jurisdiction,  42x7; 

enclosure,  C  7574. 
Balaunce,  s.  suspense,  4667. 
Balis,  s.pL  troubles,  sorrows,  444X. 
Bane,  s.  death,  4491. 
Baren,  pt.pl,  bare,  C  6243. 
Baronaig^,  s.  the  assembly  of  borons, 

C  5812. 
Bataile,  s.  host,  C  5849;  >/.  battalions, 

C  7348. 
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Bstayled,  fp,  battlemented,  4200. 

Bate,  s.  strife,  423^. 

Baud,  adj,  jolly  (lit  bold),  5674. 

Bayly,  s,  bailiff,  C  6218. 

Beauraire,  1.  fiiir  sir,  C  6053. 

Bede,  V.  stretch  out  (lit.  proffer),  17 10. 

Bade,  //.  x.  sufy'.  might  pray,  C  7374. 

Bedels,  s,p/,  officers,  C  6812. 

Beffffer,  s,  Beguin,  hence,  mendicant, 
C  7282 ;  Beggers.  Beguins.  C  7256. 

Begyne,  s.  Beguine,  C  7368. 

Bemes,  s,pi.  trumpets.  C  7605. 

Berafte,  pt.  pU  sudj\  should  deprive, 
C6669. 

Bern,  s,  bam,  5589. 

BecMkunt,  1.  bezant,  5592. 

Beeineese,  s,  diligence,  3624. 

Bestial,  adf,  stupid,  C  6716. 

Bete,  pr,  s.  subj,  cure,  4^1. 

Blalacoll,  i.  e.  Bial  Acoil,  Fair  Reception, 
2084,  2999, 301 1. 

BifiTOOn,  adj, ;  wel  bigocHy  well  off,  5533. 

Biffsms,  J.  pL  B^uines,  C  6861. 

Blbeest,  s,  promise,  4446, 4474. 

Bihote,  V.  promise,  4446. 

Bihove,  J.  dot,  behoof,  2964. 

Bilefte,  i  pU  j.  remained,  336a 

Bimene,  imp,  s.  re/,  bemoan  thyself, 
2667* 

Blset,  pf.  s,  employs,  5262. 

Blshet,  pp,  shut  up  (in  prison),  4488. 

Bit,  pr.  s.  abides,  5330. 

Bltaugrht,  pt,  s.  commended,  4438. 

Bltrasshed,  pp.  betrayed,  3910. 

Blake,  ad/.  pL  black  (monks),  Bene- 
dictines, C  6695. 

Blende,  ger.  to  blind,  to  deceive,  3954 ; 
Blent,  pp,  deceived,  C  6652. 

Blered,  pp,  bleared,  dimmed,  deceived, 

BUmie,  V,  desist  fi-om,  C  661 1. 

Blyve,  adv.  quickly;  as  ^/.,  very  quickly, 

2799. 
Boden,  ff.  commanded,  2721. 
Boece,  Boethius,  5661. 
Book;    fAe  book,  i.  e.  the  Canon  Law, 

C  6385 ;  the  Bible,  C  6636. 
[Bordere,  s, pi,  C  691 1.    Better  reading; 

for  burdens.] 
Bordlllers,  s.pl,  brothel-keepers,  C  7034. 
Borowe,  j.  pledge,  C  7331. 
Bosarde,  s.  buzzard,  4033. 
Bote,  s,  remedy,  1760. 
Botes,  s.  pi.  boots.  2265,  C  7262. 
Botoun,  s.  bud,  1721, 1761,  2960. 
Bougrerons,  /.//.  sodomites,  C  7022. 
Bouflrbt,  pp,;  a  bought,  to  have  bought. 


Bountee,  s.  kindness,  3147;   goodness, 

C6597. 
Braide,  ger.  to  bestir   itself,  wake   up, 

C7128. 
Braste,  ger.  to  burst.  3186. 
Brede,  s.  breadth ;  on  br.,  abroad,  3635. 
Breken,  v.  disobey,  3478. 
Brenne,  v.  burn,  2475. 
Brenninff ,  s,  burning,  2727. 
Brere,  s.  briar,  C  6191. 
Brest,  V.  burst,  4107. 
Breve,  adj.  short,  2350. 
Brimme,  adj,  cruel,  1836. 
Brocaeres.  s,pl,  contracts,  C  6971. 
Brofid,  s,  fire-brand,  3706. 
Burdens,  error  for  Borders,  C  691 1. 
Burdoun,  s,  staff,  cudgel.  3401. 
Bumettes,  s.  pi.  dresses  made  of  fine 

woollen  cloth  dyed  brown,  4756. 
But-if ,  conj.  unless,  1962. 
Buxom,  adj.  obedient,  pliant.  4419. 
By,  prep.  in.  C  6616 ;  beside,  C  7032. 
By  and  by,  in  order,  2345;  precisely, 

4581. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for,  2052. 
^J^^n!fi^ypres,part,  cutting,  C  742a 


Oaas,  s,  case,   plight,    3374;  //.  cases, 

C6759. 
Ccdeweys,  s.pl.  soft,  sweet  pears  f which 

came  from  Cailloux    in  Burgundy),  C 

7043- 

Calle,  V.  recall,  3974. 

Camelyne,  s.  camel's-hair  stuff.  C  7367. 

Can,  ipr,s.  (I)  know,  4796;  pr.  j.  under- 
stands. C  5872;  Can  him  no  thank, 
offers  him  no  thanks,  21 12;  Canst, 
2pr.  s.  feelest.  4399. 

Caribdis,  Charybdis,  4713. 

Cannes,  s.  pi.  Carmelites,  White  Friars, 
C7462. 

Cas,  s,  occasion,  C  7481. 

Caste,  V.  refi.  apply  himself.  2031 ;  Cast, 
pr,  s.  casts,  4330 ;  considers,  5620 ;  Caste, 
pt.  s.  refi,  set  himself,  i860. 

Castels  in  Spayne,  castles  in  the  air. 
2573. 

Castingr,  s.  vomit,  C  7288. 

Catel,  J.  property,  5376. 

Cause ;  in  cause,  to  blame.  4525. 

Caytif ,  s,  poor  wretch,  3554. 

Chace,  v.  chase  away ;  do  ch.,  caused  to 
be  chased  away.  C  7534. 

Chafe,  V.  irritate.  3685. 

Cbamberere,  s.  chamber-maid,  4935. 

Chanoun,  s.  canon,  3278. 
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Chapltre,  s,  chapter,  C  6532. 
Chapman,  1.  trader,  5591. 
Chc^^d,  pt,  s.  instructed,  2145. 
Chasteleyn,    5.  castellaji,   governor  of 

a  castle,  C  6327. 
Chasteleyne,  s,  the  wife  of  a  chastelain 

or  governor  of  a  castle,  3740. 
Obastye,  i  pr.  s,  reprove,  C  6993. 
Chere,    s,   countenance,    favour,    3952; 

appearance,  5486,  C  6474 ;  delight,  3805. 
Cherete,  s,  fondness,  3516. 
Chese,  v,  choose,  4426;  Chese  .  .  .  hem 

to,  pr.  pi.  choose  for  themselves,  C  623a 
Chevered,  pp,  shivered,  1732. 
Chevisaunce,  s.  resource,  remedy,  '3337. 
Chevlse,  v,   occupy    himself  (for   me), 

manage  (for   me),  settle    my  cause,  C 


Chicht 


.Che,  adj.  parsimonious,  5588. 

Chidereese.  s.  scold,  virago,  4266. 

Chinche,  cm/,  mean,  avaricious,  C  5998. 
Nasalised  form  of  Chiche. 

Chinchy,  adj.  mean,  grudging,  niggardly, 
C6002. 

CiersrlB,  pL  wax  tapers,  C  6248. 

Clarree,  s,  a  sweet  liquor  consisting  of 
a  mixture  of  wine,  clarified  honey  and 
various  spices,  as  pepper  and  ginger, 
&c.,  C  5967,  5971. 

Olepe,  V.  call,  C  5907. 

Cllpsy,  adj.  eclipsed,  dim,  5349. 

Clomben,/^.  climl>ed  up,  C  6933. 

CI006,  adj.  close,  discreet,  C  6104. 

Close,  V.  enclose,  4372. 

Closer,  s.  enclosure,  4069. 

Cloth,  s.  dress,  C  6345. 

Colour,  s.  way,  manner,  C  628X 

Come,  s.  coming,  C  7628. 

Compas,  s.  circuit,  1842;  circumference, 
4183 ;  Compace,  perfection,  3208. 

Compassen,  i  pr.  pi.  study,  observe 
closely,  C  6932. 

CompUsshen,  v.  accomplish,  2132. 

Comprende,  v,  consider,  include  (in  my 
explanation),  C  6633. 

Compte,  s.  counting,  account,  5026. 

Comunably,  adv.  commonly,  usually, 
C7237. 

Comunely,  adv.  publicly,  4801. 

Comuntee,  s.  commumty,  common  pos- 
session, 5209. 

Concours,  s.  course,  result,  4360. 

Coaestablerye,  s.  a  ward  of  a  castle 
under  the  command  of  a  constable, 
4218. 

Coninffes,  s.pl.  conies,  rabbits,  C  7044. 

Conisaunce,  s.  understanding,  know- 
ledge, 5465,  5559 ;  acquaintance,  4668. 


Conjeote,  i  pr.pl.  conspire,  C  6998. 

Conne,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayst  l>e  well  in- 
structed, 3315. 

Consequence,  s.  result,  C  64^. 

Consolacioun,  the '  Consolation  of  Phi- 
losophy,' 5661. 

Consireynaunce,  s.  constraint,  C  7438. 

Contene,  v.  remain,  2641 ;  refl.  bear  him- 
self, 2248 ;  Conteyne,  v.  contain  (himself) , 
4923;  Contene,  pr.  pi.  rejl.  maintain 
themselves,  C  6805. 

Contrarie,  s.  perplexity,  4478. 

Contrarious,  adj.  hostile,  3354. 

Controve,  v.  compose  songs,  4349 ;  g€r, 
to  invent,  C  7547. 

Contune,  v.  continue,  4354,  5332. 

Convay ,  ger.  to  accompany,  2428. 

Coraere,  s.  mood,  temper,  4928. 

Cordileres,  s.  pi.  Franciscans,  (so  called 
from  wearing  a  girdle  of  rope),  C  7461. 

Comewayle,  Cornouaille  in  Brittany, 
4250. 

Corumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  4856. 

Cos,  s.  kiss,  3663. 

Cost,  s.  coast,  phice,  3931 ;  quarter,  2477. 

Cotidien,  adj.  quotidian,  daily;  as  s, 
a  quotidian  ague,  9401. 

Couchen,  pr.  pi.  impose,  C  6903. 

Countesses,  s.pl.  C  686a 

Countours,  s.  pi.  accountants,  C  6812. 

Coupe-firor^e,  s.  Cut-throat,  C  7423. 

Ck>uthf  pp.  known,  2000;  evident,  4213. 

Coveityse,  s.  coveting,  desire,  4129; 
covetousness,  5072. 

Covenable,  adj.  seemly,  fitting,  suitable, 
C  6020,  6752;  excellent,  C  7181. 

Oovent,  s.  convent,  4904,  C  7380. 

Coverchief,  s.  kerchief,  head-covering, 

C7369. 
Covert,  adj.  secret,  hidden  up,  C  6149. 
Coverture,  s.  concealment,  2172. 
Covyne,  s.  intrigue,  secret  plan,  3799. 
Coy,  adj.  quiet,  hidden,  4297. 
Crece.j.  increase,  progeny,4875.  (F^rtened 

crece  seems  to  mean  destroyed  progeny, 

i.  e.  abortion.)     See  creasi  (k  increase) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Croce,  s.  crozier,  C  647a 
Crownet,  s.  coronet,  3203. 
Cunne,  v.   shew;  cmnne   him   moMgree^ 

shew  him  ill-will,  4559;   i  pr.  pi.  can, 

C  5879;  fr.  pi.  know   (how),  C  6174; 

pr.  s.  sub},  be  able,  C  5993. 
Cure,  s.  charge,  1962,  C  6562;  care,  4320; 

cause  of  care,  2456;  heed.  C  7557;  aid. 

C  6752;  jurisdiction,  3540. 
Curious,  adj.  diligent,  zealous,  C  6578, 

6590. 
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Customere,  adj.  accustomed,  4936.    F. 

text,  coMstumiere, 
Out,  pr,  s.  cuts,  C  6198. 

D. 

DafiTffes,  s.  pi,  loose  ta^  or  shreds  of 
cloth,  C  7260.  (I  can  find  no  exact 
account  of  the  fastening  here  referred 
to ;  I  suppose  that  the  dagges,  or  tape- 
like strii»,  had  button-holes,  through 
which  the  knoppes  or  buttons  passed.) 

Daliaunce,  s.  talk,  385a 

DampninfiT,  s.  damnation,  C  6643. 

Dar,  pr,  s.  dare,  6049. 

Daunce ;  tfu  oide  d.,  the  old  game,  430a 

Daunsrere,  s,  resistance.  1933 ;  reluctance, 
2318;  power,  control.  9051. 

Daunererous,  adj,  shy,  reluctant,  back- 
ward, 2313;  hard  to  please,  3824;  cruel, 

^3594.3727. 

Daunte,  v,  conquer,  subdue,  3300. 

DauntinfiT,  s,  taming,  4033. 

Dawed,  //.  s,  mbj,  would  dawn,  3633. 

Dawes,  s.pl,  davs,  3838,  C  6616. 

Debonairly,  adv,  graciously,  pleasantly, 

3383. 
Defaute,  s,  lack.  5789. 
Defenced./^.  defended,  431a 
Defensable,  a^'.  helping  to  defend,  4168. 
Defoide,  v,  trample  down,  C  6000. 
Defyle,  v,  bruise,  C  7317. 
Degree,  s,  rank,  C  7314 ;  manner,  C  7443. 
Dei^rnous,  adj.  disdainful,  3593. 
Del,  s,  deal;  Dele,  bit,  least  thing,  5139; 

not  .  ,  a  del,  not  a  whit,  C  6897,  7433 ; 

ntver  a  del,  not  at  all,  C  6036 ;  every  del, 

every  whit,  C  6017. 
Delectadoun,  s,  delight,  4831. 
Deles  (Northern  form),  pr,  s,  distributes, 

S4»9- 
Delidously,  adv,  daintily.  C  6739. 
Deliverly,  adv,  quickly,  1937,  3383,  3005. 
Delyces,  s,pl,  pleasures.  C  7381. 
Demeiffne,    s,    possession,   ownership, 

5586;  Demeyne,  dominion,  rule,  3310. 
Demene,  v,  put  up  with.  5338. 
Depeurt.  v.  divide,  3367,  5379. 
Departing,  s.  division.  4613. 
Dere,  v.  injure,  destroy,  4336 ;  pp,.  3ioa 
Desert,  s.  deserving,  4369. 
Desperaunce,  s.  desperation,  1873. 
Desporte,  ger.  to  cheer,  to  divert,  3014. 
Despyt,  J.  aversion,  C  5996. 
Dever,  s.  endeavour,  5399. 
Deviaunt,  adj,  divergent,  turned  away, 

4789. 
Devoid,  adj.  free,  4313. 
Devoided,  pp.  removed,  3929. 


Devyne,  v,  interpret,  3800. 

Devys,  s.  disposal,  1974;  will,  3621;  by 

devys,  to  judge  from  her  appearance  (?), 

3205.     (F.  text,  et  a  son  vis.) 
Deyned,  pt.  s,  subj.;    him   deyned,   it 

appeared  good  to  him,  C  695a 
Deynous,  adj.  disdainful,  3728. 
Deyntee,  s,  value,  2677. 
Diffyne,  v.  define,  4807. 
Dlght,  V.  prepare.  4240. 
Discomfit,  pp.  disconcerted,  4067. 
Discordaunce,  s.  disagreement,   4715, 

^208 ;  discordant  melody,  4251. 
Discorde,  ger,  to  disagree.  4716. 
Discreven,  2  pr.pl,  describe,  4803. 
Disdeinons,  adj,  disdainful,  C  7412. 
Disese,  s,  uneasiness,  5244. 
Disese,  ger,  to  trouble,  3536. 
Disgysen,   v.   apparel,  3350;    Disgyse, 

I  fr.  s.  disguise,  C  6358. 
Dishonest,    adj,   unfair,    unreasonable, 

3443 ;  immodest,  4363. 
Disordinat,  adj.  inordinate,  4816. 
Dispendith,/r.//.  spend,  5681. 
Dispitous,  adj.  unmerciful,  spiteful,   C 

6163 ;  malicious,  froward,  3313, 3457. 
Displesaunce,  s,  displeasure,  3436. 
Disport,  s.  delight,  3468 ;  happiness,  3894. 
Disrewlily,  adv.  irregularly,  ^9oa 
Disseise,  v.  dispossess,  depnve,  (F.  des- 

saisir),  3076. 
Disserve,  v,  deserve,  3003. 
Disseyved,  pp,  deceived,  C  6628. 
Dissolucloun,  s.  dissoluteness,  4898. 
Distlncte,  v,  distinguish,  C  6199. 
Dlstoned,  adj,  out  of  tune,  4248. 
Ditee,  s,  discourse,  5286,  5652. 
Divyne,  s,  divinity,  C  6488. 
Do,  V,  cause ;  do  make,  cause  to  be  made, 

2080;  pr.  s,  subj.  accomplish,  C  5869; 

Doand   (Northern),  pres.  part,  doing, 

r;  Don,  pp.  put,  placed,  C  6564. 
s.   lamentation,    mourning,    3956, 
4«7.    O.  F.  doel, 

Dolven,  pp.  buried,  407a 

Dom,  s.  dumb,  2220,  2409,  2492. 

Dool,  s.  grief,  4480. 

Dool,  s.  portion ;  halfen  dool,  half  portion, 
halving  (it),  2364. 

Doth,  pr.  s.  causes,  2772, 2786, 2790 ;  brings, 
5558;  gives,  1984. 

Double,  adj.  twofold,  1756. 

Doublenesse,    s,    double-dealing,    du- 
plicity, 2366. 

Doun,  come  down,  C  5868. 

Dout,  s.  fear,  2102. 

Doutable,  adj,  doubtful,  5413 ;  imperilled, 
unstable,  C  6274. 


F  2 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


138 


(Slo00arial  Intiex. 


Doute,  V.  fear,  2023 ;  i  pr,  s.  aio8 ;  2/r.  pi. 
2079. 

DoutinflT,  -r.  doubt,  C  6074. 

Draufirht,  s,  draught,  bout,  act,  4869.  F. 
text.  Car  maint  n  i  trairoient  ja  trait. 

Drede,  s.  doubt;  withouten  dr.,  without 
doubt,  2199,  2251,  C  6214 ;  Dread  (per- 
sonified), 3958,  5861. 

Drerlhed,  s.  sorrow,  4728. 

Dresse,  v.  prepared,  1773;  pr.s.subj.  re/l. 
set  himself,  C  6535. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  1743. 

Drougrb,  pt.  s.  drew,  1725. 

Droune,  ger.  to  be  drowned,  4710,  502a. 

Druery,  s.  loyal  affection,  5064. 

Drye,  v.  suffer,  undergo,  4390;  endure, 
3105 ;  ger.  to  ftilfil,  C  7484. 

Dulle,  I  pr.  s.  become  stupefied,  4792. 

Dure,  V.  last,  endure,  C  6841. 

Duresse,  s.  severity,  3547,  3570. 

Dwellingr,  s.  delay,  2440. 

Dyaznaunt,  s.  adamant,  4385. 

Dyden,  pt.pt.  died,  C  6245. 

Dyne,  v.  as  s.  dinner,  C  6500. 


EfChe,  V.  add,  1994 ;  help,  aid,  4618. 

Bffect,  s.  reality,  5486. 

Bft,  adv.  again,  1783. 

Eftsone,  adv.  soon  afterwards,  C  6094; 

Eftsones,  C  6649. 
Egrre,  adj.  acid,  4179. 
Esrre,  adv.  sharply,  5474. 
Bide,  J.  old  age,  4885. 
Blengrenesse,   s.    solitariness ;    hence, 

sadness,  disquietude,  C  7406.    F.  text, 

sotissi. 
Ells,  s.  pi.  eels,  C  7039. 
Elles,  affv.  otherwise,  in  all  other  respects, 

Empressid,  pp.  pressed,  3691. 
ESmpryse,  s.  undertaking,   care,   2147; 

doings,  3508 ;  enterprise,  C  5825 ;  design, 

1972;    conduct,  action,  2186;  privilege, 

2008 ;  rule,  4905. 
Bnchesoun,  s.  occasion,  2504, 3982,  4242. 
Enclyne,  v.  be  subject  (to),  respect,  bow 

down  (to),  C  6814. 
Bncombre,  v.  disturb,  5434 ;  pr.  s.  impor- 


tunes, teases,  C  6675;  pr.  pi.  perplex, 
4482 ;  pp.  annoyed,  C  7628. 
Bnfaunce,  s.  infancy,  youth,  4288. 


Enforce,  v.  compel,  C  6407 ;  pr.  pt.  rejl. 
endeavour,    C    6275;    pp.    augmented, 

Engrendrure,  s.  procreation,  4849. 
Engrreveth,  pr.  s.  displeases,  3444. 


Bnhaunoe,  ^^.  to  exalt,  advance,  C  7246^ 
Bnlangroured,  adj.  &ded  with  langour, 

pale,  C  7399. 
Bnlumined,  pp.  illumined.  5344. 
Enpryse,  s.  quickness  of  movement,  2636. 

See  Bmprsrse. 
Enquestes,  s.  pi.  legal  inqubitions,  C 

Ensure,  ipr.  s,  assure,  4850;  pp.  C  7212. 

ESntayle,  s.  figure,  shape,  371 1. 

Entendoun,  s.  attention,  4701;  intent, 
C  62^8 ;  diligence,  9027 ;  0/  e.,  inten- 
tionally, 2976;  //.  meaning,  drift,  C 
717a 

Entende,  v.  pay  attention,  2153. 

Entendement,  s.  intention,  2188. 

Entent,  s.  mind,  2187;  purpose,  2488; 
disposition,  5696;  endeavour,  3906;  in- 
tention, desip^n,  C  5811,  5869. 

Ententif,  04^.  diligent,  careftil,  2022;  adv. 
1720. 

Entermete,  v.  re/,  intermeddle,  interfere. 
2966;  ipr.  s.  reJl.  busy  (myself  with),  C 

ESntremees,  s.pL  entremets,  dainty  meats, 
C6841. 

Entremete,  v.  interfere,  C  6635,  7233; 
^er.  C  6503;  ger.  re/.  C  5946:  I  pr,  s. 
mtermeddle,  interfere,  C  6498,  6840;  fr. 
s.  C  5921. 

Enviroun,  adv.  about,  3903, 4163 ;  round 
about,  4203. 

Envlroune,  i  pr.  pi.  go  about.  C  7017. 

Equipolences,  s.pl.  equivocations,  equi- 
vocal expressions,  C  7076. 

ESrke,  adj.  weary,  wearied,  4867. 

Ernes,  s.  ardour  (of  love),  4838. 

Ernest,  s.  earnest,  pledge,  3680. 

Ers,  J.  posteriors  (F.  cut),  C  7578. 

Espleyt^en,  v.  perform,  execute,  C  6174. 

Espye,  s.  spy,  3871. 

Establisshingr,  s.  decree.  C  6369. 

Estate,  s.  state  of  life,  position.  4901. 

Estres,  s.  pi.  recesses,  inner  parts.  3696. 

Existence,  s.  reality.  5549.  C  7470. 

Expowne,  ger.  to  expound,  C  7172. 

Ejrth,  adj.  easy,  3955.    A.  S.  eaS. 


Fable,  s.  deceitfiilness,  C  660a. 
Fade,  adj.  pallid,  faded,  2399. 
Fadome,  s.pl.  fathoms.  ^159. 
Failed,  pp.  as  adj.  wanting,  defective,  C 

7470. 
Fainte,  adj.  feigned,  C  7405. 
Fairhede,  s.  fairness,  beauty,  2484. 
Fallaces,  s.  pt.  deceits,  C  7077. 
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Fallith,  pr,  s.  titters,  befits,  4025 ;  belongs, 
C6976. 

Falsen,  pr,pi,  deceive,  4833. 

Fand,  //.  pf,  found,  2707. 

Fard,  tp^.  s,  paint,  2285. 

Fardels,  s.  fL  loads,  bundles,  5683. 

Fare,  i.  welkre,  condition,  C  6498. 

Fare,  v,  depart,  vanish  away,  C  6045; 
pr,  pL  go,  5564 ;  journey,  5509 ;  pp,  gone, 
9710. 

Faute,  J.  &ult,  defect.  3837. 

Fawe,  adj,  &in,  blithe.  C  6476. 

Fay,  J.  fiuth,  2155,  5106. 

Fee,  s,  property,  fief,  C  6044. 

Feers,  adj,  fierce,  3372. 

Feeste^  s,  encouragement.  5061. 

Fel,  adj,  cruel,  savage.  221 1 ;  harsh,  4028 ; 
stem.  C  7342;  Felle,//.  painful,  3789. 

Felde-fare,  /.  field-&re.  551a 

Fele,  adj.  many,  4446,  C  6038. 

Fele,  V,  perceive  (smell),  1844. 

Feller,  adj,  comp,  crueller,  4103. 

Felones,  adj,  pL  evil,  wicked,  C  671 1. 
His  /.  iangelingts,  his  evil  pratings,  his 
injurious  talk.  Suggested  by  F.  Afaugre 
Us  ftlonesses  jangles  :  ytYitx^  felonesses  is 
a  plural  adjective;  see  Godenroy. 

Feloun,  adj,  cruel,  C  ^998. 

Fere,  s.  fire,  2471,  5086. 

Fered,/^.  fired,  inflamed,  5278. 

Fetisly,  adv.  neatly,  perfectly,  2267. 

Fetys,  adj,  well-made,  2088. 

Feynte,  adj,  feigned.  5563. 

Feyntyse,  s,  deceit,  guile,  2947,  2998, 
3492;  evasion,  197 1. 

Fiaunoe,  s,  confidence,  trust.  5481. 

Fil,  pt.  s,  fell,  condescended,  3437 ;  Fille, 
ff.p/.  found  themselves,  C  5813. 

Fit,  s,  mood,  ^197. 

Flawme,  s,  name,  3707. 

Flawnes,  s,pl,  flawns;  a  dish  composed 
of  new  cheese,  egKS,  powdered  sugar, 
coloured  with  si^ron  and  baked  in 
small  tins  called  '  coffins ' ;  C  4042. 

Flayn,^.fiayed,C73i6.  Miswritten  j^iyw. 

Flemed,  //.  s,  exiled,  drove  into  exile, 
3052,  C  6781.    A,  S.jtyman, 

Floytes,  s.  pi,  flutes,  4251. 

Foles,  gen,  fool's.  5266. 

Foly,  adj.  foolish,  4299,  5085. 

Fond,  adj.  foolish,  5367. 

Fonde,  v.  attempt,  5858. 

Foole,  adj,  foolish,  C  7539. 

Food,  pi.  foes,  55^2,  C  694a 

Foote,  V,  dance  formally,  2323. 

Foot-hoot,  adv.  instantly,  3827. 

For,  prep,  to  prevent,  4229;  for  fear  of, 
2365 ;  on  account  of,  2190. 


Forboden,  pp,  forbidden,  C  6616. 

Force,  s,,-  I  yeve  no  force,  I  care  not, 
4602 ;  of/,,  necessarily,  1796. 

Fordone,  pp.  undone,  4339. 

Fordrive,  pp.  scattered,  3782. 

Forewardis,  forwards;  kennesf.,  hence- 
forward, C  7304. 

Forfeure,  v.  perish,  5388,  5778. 

For-ofte,  aav.  very  often,  4876. 

For-peyned,  pp.  distressed.  3693. 

Forsake,  v.  refuse,  2822 ;  withstand,  1876. 

Fomtere.  s,  forester,  C  6329. 

Fortened,/>^.  destroyed.  4875.  (Or  per- 
haps •  obstructed  * ;  cf.  A.  S.  fortyman,  to 
shut  up.)    See  Orece. 

Forthenke,  v.  rue,  repent.  3957, 406a 

Forthy,  conj.  because ;  not/.,  not  on  that 
account,  {perhaps)  nevertheless,  4509. 

Forwandred,  pp.  spent  with  wandering, 
3336. 

ForwardlB,  s.  pi,  agreements,  C  7303. 

Forwerreyd,  pp.  utterly  defeated,  2564. 

Forwery,  adj,  tired  out,  3336. 

For-why,  wherefore,  1743. 

Forwoundid,  pp.  sorely  wounded,  1830. 

Foryet,  v.  forget,  3243  \  pr.s.C  6538. 

Foryeve,  ger.  to  abandon,  give  up,  3438. 

Fraunchyee,  s,  liberty,  i|9o6;  nobility, 
2007;  generosity,  3003;  Bounty,  3501; 
Freedom,  C  5865. 

Frere,  s,  friar,  C  7377:  Friar  Wolf,  C 
6424. 

Freres  Prechours,  s,  pi,  preaching 
friars,  i.  e.  the  Prechours,  or  Dominican 
friars,  C  7458. 

Fret,  pp,  fretted,  adorned,  3204 ;  set,  4705. 

Fretted,  pp,  furnished,  lit.  ornamented, 

C7aS9. 
Frouncen,  pr.pl,  shew  wrinkles,  C  7261 ; 

Frounced,  pp,  wrinkled,  3137. 
Fyne,  v,  cease,  1797;  pr,  pi,  suhj,  end, 

depart,  5356. 

G. 

Oabbeth,  pr,  s.  speaks  £Edsely,  lies,  C 

670a 
(HtDblnff ,  s.  lying,  C  7602, 7612. 
QadringTf  s.  accumulation,  5782. 
Gkuriaoun,  s,  healing,  3248 ;  garrison,  4279. 
Qamement,  s.  dress,  2256. 
Qamlsoun,  s,  fortress,  4204. 
(Htte,    s,    way,    wise,    3332,    5167,    5230 

(Northern). 
OentUnesse,   s.  kindness,  4605;    good 

breeding,  2005 ;  nobility.  5237. 
Oemer.  s.  gamer.  C  5988. 
Oease;  withotUe  gesse^  doubtless,  2817. 
Oeten,  pp,  gotten,  5701. 
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QetiDfiT,  s.  obtaining,  attainment,  3284. 

aitibe,  Gib  (Gilbert),  a  cat,  C  6204. 

Qinne,  s.  warlike  engine,  4176. 

Oinneth,  pr.  s.  begins,  3154. 

Oisarme,  s.  a  weapon  bearing  a  scythe- 
like blade  fixed  on  a  shaA  and  provided 
also  with  a  spear-point  lik6  a  bayonet, 
C5978. 

Qiteme,^<rr.  to  play  on  the  guitar,  2391. 

Olose,  V,  flatter,  5097;  fp.  explained,  C 
6890. 

Qloumbe,  v.  frown,  look  glum,  4356. 

Qnede,  s.  stingy  person,  C  6003.  (Mis- 
written  grede^ 

Go,  pp.  gone,  2423 ;  empty,  C  6834, 

Oonianoun,  s.  gonfalon,  banner,  9018. 

Gospel  Perdurable,  llie  Everlasting 
Gospel,  C  7102. 

Graitne,  v,  dress,  array.  C  7368. 

Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  C  7504. 

Gree,  (i)  j.  way  (lit.  grade)  ;  in  no  maner 
gree,  in  no  kind  of  way,  5743. 

Gree,  (2)  j.  fovour ;  atte gree^  with  favour, 
4574;  take  at  gree,  accept  with  a  good 
will,  1969;  in  gree,  in  good  part,  2306. 

Grete,  \pr.  s,  weep,  lament,  41 16  (North- 
em). 

Greves,  s.pl,  thickets,  3019.  • 

Groffe,  adv.  face  downward,  2561. 

Groine,  pr.  s.  subj.  grumble,  murmur,  C 
7049. 

Grucchen,  pr.  pi,  subj.  grumble  at,  be- 
grudge, C  6465. 

GruocninfiT,  s,  refusal,  C  6439. 

Grype,  v.  seize,  C  5983. 

GuerdoninfiT,  s.  reward,  2380,  C  5908. 

Gyler,  s.  beguiler,  5759. 

Gype,  s.  frock;  perhaps  a  smock-frock 
(alluding  to  the  numerous  gathers  in 
the  front  of  it),  C  7262. 

H. 

Ha,  V.  have,  5569. 

Hade,  %pt.  s.  haddest,  2400. 

HalPfpt.  s.  helped,  191 1. 

Halt,  pr.  s.  reji.  considers  himself,  4901 ; 

keeps,  C  7032. 
Haraexnent,  s.  courage,  1827, 2487, 3392. 
Harlotes,  s.  pi.  rascals,  ribalds,  C  6068. 
Hamels,  s.  armour,  gear,  C  7477. 
Hameys,  v,  refi.  dress,   equip   thyself, 

2647. 
Hat,  adj.  hot,  2398. 

Hatter,  adj.  comp.  hotter,  more  hotly,  2475. 
Haunt,  V.  practise,  4868 ;  ger,  to  haunt, 

frequent,  C  6601 ;  pr,  s,  subj,  practise,  C 

7029. 


Hauntinff ,  s,  haunt,  abode,  C  6o8x. 
Hauteyn,  adj,  haughty,  C  6101;  ftm, 

Havolr,  s.  havmg,  47aa 

Haye,  s.  hedge,  2971,  2987. 

Hele,  V.  conceal,  2858;  ger,  2522;  pr.pl, 

C0882. 
Hele,  s,  health,  4721. 
Hem,  pron,  them,  2218. 
Hemmea,  s,pl,  phylacteries,  C  6912. 
Hend,  adj,  ready,  useful,  3345. 
Hente,  ger,  to  sei«e,  3364;  pt.  s,  1730, 

4092;   ft.  pi,  snatched,  C   7x36;   pp, 

plucked,  C  7641. 
Herber,  imp,  pi,  take  up  your  abode,  C 

7586 ;  2//.  s,  didst  harbour,  5107. 
Herberffere,  /.  host,  entertainer,  C  7585 ; 

^/.  5000. 
Herberwe,  s,  shelter,  lodging,  C  6201. 

7495- 

Herberwe,  v,  shelter,  lodge,  C  6145. 

Herde,  s,  shepherd,  C  6453 ;  pi,  C  6561. 

Herie,  pr,  pi,  honour,  praise,  C  6241. 
A.  S.  herian. 

Hertly,  adj.  true-hearted,  5433. 

Het,  pp.  heated,  3709. 

Heten,  v,  promise,  C  699a 

Higrbt,  pr.  s.  is  named,  C  6341 ;  pp,  pro- 
mised, 2803. 

Hoked,  adj,  hooked,  furnished  veitb 
hooks,  17 12;  barbed,  1749. 

Hole,  adj,  whole,  complete,  5443. 

Holtes,  s.  pi.  plantations,  C  6996. 

Homaerer,  s.  vassal,  3988. 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly,  197a 

Hoomly,  adj,  homely,  kmiliar,  C  6390. 

Hoor,  adj,  gray-haired,  C  6335;  Hore, 
adj.  hoary,  gray,  3x96;  pi,  hoary  (a  fre- 
quent epithet  of  trees,  perhi^  with 
reference  to  trees  of  gr«it  age),  U  6996. 

Hompypes,  s,  pi.  musical  instruments, 
formed  of  pipes  made  of  horn,  4950. 

Hostllers,  s,  as  adj, pi,  keeping  an  inn,  C 

Hoteth,  pr,  s.  promises,  5493 ;  pr,pl,  5444. 
Housel,  V.  give  the  Host  (to),  C  6438. 
Hulstred,  pp,  concealed,  hidden,  C  6146. 
Humanitee,  s,  human  nature,  5655. 
Hy ,  s.  haste ;  in  ky,  in  haste,  9393, 359X. 


\c\\.,pron.  I,  C( 
If,  conj,  if  (i.  e.  \{  tbe  matter  be  wisely  in- 
quired into) ,  4454. 
Imped,  pp,  engraited,  5137. 
Impee,  s.  pi.  grafts,  C  6993. 
Importable,  adj,  insufferable,  C  6900. 
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bi-fere,  adv,  together,  4827. 
,  V.  issue,  199a. 


Janfirloth,  pr.  s.  prattles,  C  7540. 
Jangrlinff,  s.  prating,  chattenng,  C  585a; 

pi.  idle  words,  C  6711. 
Jape,  s.  jest,  C  7519;  P^-  tricks,  C  6835. 
Jape,  I  pr.  s.  mock,  scofif  at,  C  6471. 
Jolily,  adv.  after  a  jolly  sort,  C  7031*. 

pleasantly,  2248;    nicely,  neatly,  2284; 

deservedly,  C  7664, 
Joly,  adj.  fine,  gay,  C  7248. 
Jolynease,  s.  joUiness,  joy,  2302. 
Joweles,  s.p/.  jewels,  2092,  5420. 
Josme,  I  pr.  s.  enjoin,  2355. 
Jupartye,  s.  jeopardy,  2666. 


Kembe,  imf.  s.  comb,  2284. 

Kenne,  v.  snow,  teach,  247i5. 

Kepe,  X.  heed,  347s. 

Kepe,  V.  keep;   i^p^  forth,  perpetuate, 

4854 ;  X  pr.  s.  care,  C  6440 ;  keep,  3476 ; 

care,  wish,  C  6083 ;  pr.  pi.  care,  C  6093. 
Kernels,  s.  pi.  battlements,  4195.    F.  text, 

les  creniaus. 
Kerving,  fres.  pt.  as  adj.  cutting,  3813. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  2006. 

Kid,  pp.  made  known,  2172 ;  evident,  3132. 
Klrked,  adj.  crooked(?),  3137. 
Knet,  pp.  knit,  fastened,  4700,  4811 ;  pp. 

pi.  fast  bound,  2092. 
^newe,  i  pt.  s.  subj.  disclosed,  C  6090. 
Knopped ,  pp.  fastened ,  C  726a   A  htoppe 

is  properly  a  button ;  hence  knopptn,  to 

fasten  with  a  button. 


B,  5.  toils,  snare,  C  6029,  6648 ;  Lace, 

cord,  string,  C  7373;  net,  2792;  snare, 

5093* 
Lia<:ed,  pp.  entangled,  caught,  3178. 
Lakke,  2  pr.  pi.  blame,  4804. 
Leunbren,  s.  pi.  lambs,  C  7013. 
Largresse,  s.  liberality.  2354 ;  C  5853. 
Las,  s.  net,  2790.    See  Laas,  Laoe. 
Late,  ger.  to  let,  permit,  allow.  3145,  C 

6676 ;  V.  let,  5574 ;  Lat.  pr.  s.  lets  remain, 

5493. 
Lauhwlth,  pr.  s.  laughs,  2294. 
Lay,  s.  law,  religious  belief,  C  6749. 
Leef ,  adj.  willing,  2335. 
Lees,  s.  pi.   lies;    withouten  Ues,  truly, 

3904.5728. 


Leful,  adj.  allowable,  permissible,  5195. 

Lit. '  leave-ful.' 
Leffgren,  ger,  ease,  relieve,  5016.     (Short 

for  aUggen.) 
Lemes,  s.pl.  rays,  5346. 
Leznman,  s.  sweetheart,  C  6056,  6305. 
Lene,  v.  lend,  3053,  C  7026. 
LenlniT ;  in  Uning,  as  a  loan,  2373. 
Lepand,  pres.  part,  running  (with  short 

jumps),  1928. 
Lere,  ger.  to  teach,  2143,  2149 ;  v.  teach, 

5152:  learn,  2451,  4808. 
Lered,  adj.  learned.  C  6217. 
Lese,  V.  lose,  C  ^9x5,  5924;  pr,  s,  2x49. 
Leslngr,  s.  lie,  falsehood,  2174, 4835. 
Let,/r.  s.  leads  (his  life),  C  611  x. 
Lete,  V.  cease,  2463;  leave,  C  6457;  let 

alone.  C  6556 ;  abandon,  C  6169 ;  allow, 

permit,  6458;    x  pr,  s.  leave,  C  6354; 

abandon,  C  6997 ;  pp.  let,  179 1. 
Lette,  s.  let,  hindrance,  3756. 
Letten,  v.   hinder,  3590;    delay.   3940; 

stop,  X832 ;  cease,  2807 ;  desist,  1832. 
Lettmgr,  s.  hindrance,  C  593X. 
Lettrure,  s,  literature,  writing,  C  6751. 
Leve,  V.  believe,  3303. 
Leve,  V.  live,  2336. 
Lever,  adv.  rather,  C  6793 ;  me  were  lever, 

I  had  rather,  C  6168. 
Lewd,  adj.  lay  (folk),  the  ignorant,  C 

6217. 
Lewedlst,  adj.  superl,   most   ignorant, 

4802. 
Leye,  pt.  pi,  lay,  lived,  C  6572. 
Llche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  4160. 
Llgrfirlnfir,/^.//.  lying  down,  4002. 
Llkerous,  adj.  licentious,  4264. 
Llkly,  adj.  similar,  4852. 
Llsse,  V.  abate,  4128 ;  ger.  to  be  eased,  to 

feel  relief,  3758. 
List,  s.  pleasure,  will,  1957. 
Llst,/r.  s.  wishes,  C  6139. 
Lolgrne,  s,  tether,  3382,  C  705a 
Loke,  pp.  locked  up,  2092. 
Long ;  of  long  passed,  of  old,  3377. 
Longrlth,/r.  s.  befits,  232X. 
Loos,  s.  renown,  reputation,  2310,  C  6x03 ; 

ill  fame,  C  708X. 
Lorn,  pp.  lost,  4327,  4502. 4508,  C  5973- 
Losengreours,  s.pl.  deceivers,  2693. 
Loteby,  s.  paramour,  C  6339. 
Lougrb,  //.  s.  laughed,  C  7295. 
Loure,  pr.  s.  subj.  scowl,  C  7049. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  4384 ;  bow  down,  C  7336 ; 

pr.pl.  subj.  bow  down,  C  69x7. 
Lowe,  ger.  to  appraise,  i.  e.  to  be  valued 

at.  453a. 
Luce,  5,  pike  (fish),  C  7039. 
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Lsrflode,  s.  livelihood,  5602.  C  6663. 

Lyken,  v.  please,  18^4,  C  6131. 

Lyte,  adj,  little,  small,  2279,  3557 ;  adv.  C 

Lytne,  adj,  delicate,  3762. 


Maat,  ad/,  bewildered,  overcome,  1739. 

See  Mate. 
Maiatryse,  s,  strength,  dominion,  4x72. 
Make,  ftr.  to  cause,  C  5931 ;  pr,  pL  pro- 
pound, C  6186. 
Male,  J.  bag,  wallet,  3263 ;  money-bag,  C 

6376. 
Maltalent,  s.  ill-humour,  3438. 
ManfiTonel,  1.  a  military  engine  on  the 

principle  of  the  sling-stafif  for  casting 

stones,  a  catapult,  C  6279. 
Mar,  adj.  greater,  2215 ;  adv.  more,  1854. 
MarchandlBe,  s.  barter,  C  5902. 
Mare,  adv.  more,  2709. 
Markee,//.  marks  (coins),  C  5986. 
Marreth,  pr.  s.  disfigures,  4679. 
Mate,  ad/,  distracted,   5099;    downcast, 

4671;  dispirited.  3167, 3190.   See  Maat. 
Maufirree,  s.  ill-will,  4399 ;  reproach,  3144 ; 

prep,  in  spite  of,  C  67 11 ;  maugre  youns, 

in  spite  of  you,  C  7645. 
Mayme,  v.  maim,  C  6620;  pr.  s.  wounds, 

5317.    See  Meygrned. 
Maysondewe,  s.  hospital,  5619. 
Medle,  v.  interfere,  3788 ;  Medle,  v.  rejl. 

meddle;  m.  him  of,  deal  with,  C  6050; 

to  medle,  for  meddling,  4545. 
Meke,  v.  mollify,  4394 ;  have  mercy,  3541 ; 

Meked,  pt.  s.  refi.  humbled  himself,  3584. 
Mendienoe,  s,  beggary,  mendicancy,  C 

6657,  6707. 
Mene,  s.  mean,  middle  state,  C  6527. 
Mene,  adj.  middle,  mean,  4844. 
Mene,  i  pr.  s.  bemoan,  2596. 
Menour,   Minorite,  Franciscan  friar,  C 

6338. 
Mes,  s.  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  op- 
portunity, 3462.    O.  F.  mes. 
Mete,  adj.  meet,  fitted,  1799. 
Mete,  V.  meet,  succeed,  4571. 
Movable,  adj.  moveable,  4736. 
Meve,  V.  move,  incite,  2327. 
Me  we,  s.  coop,  cage  (a  falconry  term), 

4778. 
Meygrned,  pp.  hurt,  maimed,  3356.    See 

Mayme. 
Meynee,  s.  household,  C  6870,  7156. 
Meynt,  pp.  mingled,  1920 ;  Meynd,  2296. 
Mloh,  adj.  many,  2258,  5555. 
Micher,  s.  thief,  C  6541. 


Miches,   s.  pi.   small   loaves   of  finest 

wheaten  flour,  5585. 
Ml8,  adj.  amiss,  wrong,  324^. 
Mlacheef,  s.  misfortune,  C  6731. 
Mlsericorde,  s.  mercy,  3577. 
Misseylngr,  s.  evil-speaking,  2207. 
Mister,  s.  occupation,   trade,   C   6976; 

whatever  mister,  of  every  kind  of  occu- 
pation, C  6332. 
Mistere,  s.  need,  C  7409. 
Mlswey,  adv.  astray,  4764. 
MizenS;  s.  pi.  dunghills,  C  6496. 
Mo,  adj.  pi.  others  besides,  3023;  more 

(in  number),  C  5990. 
Mochel,  adj.  great,  3117 ;  to  m.,  too  much, 

3442. 
Moeble,  s.  moveable  property,  C  6045. 
Moeve,  v.  move,  i.  e.  prefer,  make,  C  6039. 
Moneste,  i  pr.  s.  admonish,  charge,  3579. 
Monyours,  s.pl.  coiners,  C  6811. 
Mot,  pr.  s.  must,  3784;  so  mote  I  go,  as  I 

hope  to  walk  about,  C  6591. 
Mowe,  V.  be  able,  2644. 
Musard,  s.  muser,  dreamer,  C  7562 ;  slugr 

gard,  3256, 4034 ;  dolt,  C  7562. 
Muwls,  s.pl.  bushels,  5590. 

N. 

Nathelesse,  nevertheless,  C  6195. 
Ne,  conj.  unless,  4858. 
Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  C  7633. 
Nedely,  adv.  needs  must,  C  61 17. 
Neden,  v.  be  necessary,  C  5990. 
Nedes,  s.  pi.  necessities,  C  6174. 
Nedes,  adv.  of  necessity,  1792. 
Neer,  adv.  nearer,  1708.    See  Nerre. 
Neiffh   it   nere,  v.  approach  it   more 

nearly,  2003. 
Nempned,/^.  named,  mentioned,  C  6224. 
Nere,  were  not,  were  it  not  for,  2778; 

were  there  not,  2778;   had  it  not  been 

for,  C  7328. 
Nerre,  adj.  comp.  nearer,  5101. 
Neven, v, name, C5962 ;  recount, C 7071. 
Nil,  pr.  s.  will  not,  C  5821. 6045. 
Noxnen,  //.  //.  took,  C  7423 ;  pp.  taken, 

5404. 
Noncertesme,  adj.  uncertain,  5426. 
Nones,  for  the,  tor  the  nonce,  occasion- 

a"y.  C  7387. 
Nonne,  s.  nun,  C  6350. 
Noot,  I  pr.  s.  know  not,  C  6367. 
Noriture,  s.  bringing  up,  C  6728. 
Norys,  s.  nurse,  5418. 
Not,  I  pr.  s.  know  not,  5191. 
Note-kernel,  s.  nut-kernel,  C  71 17. 
Noye,  s.  hurt,  3772. 
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Noyen,  ger.  to  vex,  4416. 

N07OU8,  adj,  harmful,  3230,  4449. 

Noyse,  j.  evil  report,  3971. 

Nyce,  adj,  foolisn,  silly,  4362, 4877,  C  6944. 

Nycetee,  s,  foolishness,  5525. 

Nysrhe,  V.  approach,  1775. 


ObeysshlnfiT,  s.  submission,  338a 

Of,  prep,  out  of,  owing  to,  3981;  con- 
cerning (Lat.  de),  48&4;  off,  5470; 
(some)  of,  (part)  of.  19^  Or  it  may 
mean  '  by.' '  on  account  oV 

Offense,  s,  discomfort,  5677. 

Of-newe,  adv,  newly,  airesh,  5169. 

Onlofte,  prep,  aloft,  on  high,  5503. 

Oon,  adj.  one,  4812;  in  oon,  without 
change,  3779. 

Ostaffes,  s.pl,  hostages,  2064,  C  731 1. 

Other-gute,  adv.  otherwise,  21^8. 

Ouirl^t,  adv.  in  any  way,  C  6096. 

Outake,  pref.  except,  4474. 

Outerly,  adv.  wholly,  utterly,  3489,  3742. 

Outragre,  s.  wrong,  2082,  2086;  scanda- 
lous life,  4937:  outrageous  deeds,  C 
6024  (mistranslated). 

Outraflreous,  adj,  exceeding  great.  2602 ; 
ill-behaved,  2192. 

OutsllDffe,  V.  iiing  out,  C  5987. 

Out-take, /r^;^.  except,  C  5819. 

Over-al,  adv.  everywhere,  3050,  3914. 

Overgro,  v.  pass  away,  3784 ;  pr.pl.  tram- 
ple on,  C  6821. 

Overwhelme,  v.  roll  over,  3775. 

Ow,  I  pr.  s.  ought,  4413. 

P. 

Peaa03m8,   o^r.   pi,   belonging    to    the 

palace ;   ladyes  palasyns,  court  ladies.  C 

6862. 
Papelard,  s.  hjrpocrite,  deceiver,  C  7283. 
Papelardye,  s.  hypocrisy,  C  6796. 
Parasre,  s.  parentage,  descent,  4759. 
Par-aznour,  with  devotion,  2830. 
Paramour,  s.  paramour,  lover,  5060. 
Paramours,  adv.  with  a  lover's  affection, 

4657. 
Parceners,  s.  pi.  partners,  C  6952. 
Parcuere,  adv.  by  heart,  4796. 
Pardee,  Y.pardieu,  4433,  ^  59^3- 
Parfay,  by  my  faith,  C  6058. 
Part,  s.  duty,  5032. 
Parte,  v.  divide,  5283. 
Party,  s.  part;  in  party,  partially,  5338. 
Parvys,  j.  room  over  a  church-porch, 

C7108. 


Pas ;  a  pas,  apace,  quickly,  3724. 

Passaunt,  adj.  surpassing,  311a 

Passe,  v.  penetrate,  1751. 

Patre,  v,  recite  the  paternoster,  C  6794. 

Pay,  s.  satisfaction,  C  5938 ;  liking,  taste, 
X721 ;  wt4  to  pay,  to  my  satisfaction,  C 
6985. 

P»y«»  ^''•.  to  appease,  3599. 

Pelre,  v.  damage,  C  6103. 

Peire  of  bedls,  s,  rosary,  C  7372. 

Pens,  s.pl.  pence,  C  5987. 

Pensel,  s.  a  standard,  ensign,  or  banner, 
(particularly  of  bachelors-in-arms),  a 
pennoncel,  C  628a 

Peplr.  s.  pepper,  (metaphorically)  mis- 
chief C  6028. 

Perauntre,  adv.  peradventure,  5192. 

Percas,  adv.  perchance,  C  6647. 

Persaunt,   adj.   piercing,  2809;    sharp, 

4179- 

Peee,ger.  to  appease,  3397. 

Pesible,  adj.  peaceable,  genUe,  C  7413. 

Peyne,  s.  penalty,  C  6626;  pain,  hard- 
ness, 2x20 ;  ttppeyne,  on  pain  (of  death), 
C  6617.  . 

Pesme,  v.  rejl.  endeavour,  C  7512;  pr.  s, 
refi.  takes  pains,  C  6014. 

Plment,  s.  spiced  wine  or  ale,  C  6027. 

Pitous,  adj.  excusable,  deserving  pity, 
4734 ;  merciful,  C  6161. 

Plat,  adv.  flat,  flatly,  1734,  C  7526. 

Pleyne,  v.  lament,  complain,  2299,  C  6405. 

Pleynt,  s.  complaint,  C  60x2. 

Plight,^/,  s.  plucked,  1745. 

Plonsrsth,^.  s.  plunges,  5472. 

Pljrte,  s.  affair,  C  5827. 

Poeste,  s.  power,  virtue,  2095. 

Pole,  s.  pool,  C  5966. 

Port,  s.  demeanour,  manner,  2038,  3192 ; 
Porte,  4622. 

Porte-colys,  s.  portcullis,  4168. 

Possed,  pp.  pushed,  tossed,  4479;  pp, 
driven,  4625. 

Potente,  s.  crutch,  C  7417. 

Poustee,  s.  power,   influence,  C 
6957.  7679 :  dominion,  C  6484. 

Povert,  s.  poverty,  C  6181. 

Prece,  ger.  to  press.  4x98. 

Predlcacioun,  s.  preaching,  5763. 

Preise,  i  pr.  s.  value,  appraise,  48^ 

Press,  v.  press ;  pr.  s.  intrudes,  C  7627 ; 
pr.  pi.  intrude,  C  7629;  in^.  s.  endea- 
vour, 2899. 

Pressure,  s.  ¥rine-press,  3692. 

Preve,  v.  prove,  417a 

Prevlng,  s.  proof,  C  7543. 

Preyse,  x  pr.  s.  vahie,  esteem,  1983.  F. 
pris. 


6533. 
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Prike,  imp,  s,  gallop,  3314. 

Piis,  s,  esteem,  2310. 

Privetee,  s.  secret,  5526,  C  6878,  6882. 

Proouratour,  s,  a  collector  of  alms  for 

hospitals  or  sick  persons,  C  6974. 
Propr^,  adj,  own,  C  6565,  6592. 
Provable,  adj,  capable  of  proof,  5414. 
Provende,  s.  allowance,  stipend,  C  6931. 
Prow,  s.  profit,  gain,  5806,  i^4a 
Prsrme  teznpa,  first  beginnmg,  4534 ;  the 

spring,  4747. 
Prya,  s.  praise,  1972 ;  price,  C  5927. 
Pii^naunt,  adj.  poignant,  keen,  1879. 
Pullaille,  s.  poultry,  C  7043. 
PuUe,  V,  pluck,  strip,  C  5984;  pr,  pL 

flay,  strip,  C  682a 
Puple,  s.  people,  rabblement,  C  7159. 
Purchas,  s,  acquisition,  C  6838. 
Purchasen,  ger.  to  procure,  C  6607. 
Purpryse,  s.  park,  enclosure,  3987,  4171. 
Purveaunce,  s,  provision,  C  7326. 
Purvey e,^^.  to  procure,  3339. 
Put  pr,  s,  puts,  3556,  4444,  CS949. 
Pyne,   s,   endeavour,    1798;    misery,   C 

6499. 
Pynen,  v,  torment,  punish,  35 11. 


Quarels,  s,  pi,  square-headed  crossbow- 
bolts,  1823. 

Quartesme,  adj.  as  s.  quartan  fever  or 
ague,  2401. 

Quexne,^<^.  to  please,  C  7270. 

Quenche,  v,  be  quenched,  5324. 

Quene,  s.  quean,  concubine.  C  7032. 

Querrour,  s.  quarry-man,  hewer  of  stone, 
4149. 

Quethe ;  /  fmetAe  Aim  quyU,  I  cry  him 
quit,  C  6999. 

Queynt,  (uU.  elegant,  2251;  curious. 
fancifiiC  C  ^42;  strange,  5199;  pleased, 
3079 ;  shewing  satisfaction,  2038. 

Quesmtly,  adv.  neatly,  easily.  4322. 

Queyntyae,  s.  elegance,  2250. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  3523,  4070,  5056. 

Quitly,  adv.  quite,  entirely,  C  5843. 

Quitte,  pt.  s.  reJUx.:  quitte  kim^  ac- 
quitted himself;  3069;  pp.  requited, 
3146,  6088;  made  amends  for,  2599; 
rid,  1852. 

Quook,  I  pt.  s.  quaked,  3163;  //.  pi. 
3966. 

Quyte,  pp.  as  adf.  quit,  C  5904 ;  free,  C 
5910 ;  entire,  2575. 

QujTte,  V.  acquit,  release,  C  6032;  fulfil, 
5032 ;  ipr.s.C  6412 ;  imp.  s.  2222,  4392. 


Bacyne,  s.  root,  4881. 

Baffe,  s.  rage,  spite,  3809;  malignity, 
venom,  1916;  madness,  3292;  in  r., 
mad,  4523. 

Ramage,  adj.  wild,  5384.    O.  F.  ramage. 

Rai>e,  s.  haste,  1929. 

Rape,  adv.  quickly,  C  6516. 

Rathe,  adj.  early,  C  665a 

Ravisable,  adj.  medy  for  prey,  C  70x6. 

Ravyne,  s.  plunder,  C  68x3. 

Rebel,  adj.  rebellious,  C  (xifoo. 

Recohe ;  what  recckith  me,  what  care  I. 
3447. 

Recreaundyse,  s.  cowardice,  2107, 4038. 

Recreaunte,  s.  coward,  4090. 

Recured,  pp.  recovered,  4920,  5124. 

Rede,  s,  good  advice,  3859 ;  Reed.  C  7328. 

Rede,  x  pr.  s.  advise.  1932 ;  read,  1819. 

Reed,  s.  advice,  C  7328 ;  Rede,  3859. 

Refreyne,^/r.  to  bridle,  C  7511. 

Reft,  s.  rift,  2661. 

Refte,  apt.pl.  deprived,  3562. 

Refuyt,  s.  refuge,  escape,  3840. 

Rehete,  v.  cheer,  console,  C  6509. 

Reiains,  s.  pi.  fresh  grapes.  3659. 

Releea,  s.  relief,  2612 ;  release.  4440. 

Releaae,  x  pr.  s.  ^ve  up,  C  6999. 

Rellflpioun,  s.  religious  order,  3715;  mo- 
nastic life,  C  6x55. 

Religioua,  adj.  pious,  C  6236;  oj  j.  a 
nun,  C  6347;  R.  folk,  monastics,  C 
6149. 

Rexnued,  pt.  s,  moved,  C  7432. 

Rendre,  v.  recite,  4800. 

Reneyed,  x  //.  s,  subj.  should  renounce. 
C6787. 

Repelre,  v.  return,  3573, 413X. 

Repreef,  s,  reproach,  4974,  C  724a 

Repreve,  s.  reproach,  5261;  Reprove, 
upbraiding,  5525. 

Requere,  pr,  s,  subJ.  request,  ask,  5233: 
pp.  asked,  5277. 

Reacovia,  /.  service,  endeavour  to  sup- 
port, C  6749. 

Reaonablea,  adj.pl.  reasonable,  C  676a 

Reaoun,  s,  correct  manner,  2151. 

Reveth,  pr.  s.  takes  away,  C  6254 ;  //.  s, 
bereaved,  4351. 

Reverte,  v.  bring  back,  C  7188. 

Revoluciouxi,  s.  revolution,  turn  (of  for- 
tune's wheel),  4366. 

Reward,  s.  regard,  consideration,  3832. 

Re  we,  V.  rue,  be  sorry,  4060;  it  wol  mt 
rewe,  I  shall  be  sorry,  siTa 

Resme,  v.  rain  down,  fall  as  rain,  x82a. 

Reynea,  Rennes  (in  Brittany),  3826. 
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Bibaned, /^.adorned  with  lace  (of  gold), 

4752. 
Ribaud,  s.  labourer,  5673 ;  //.  ribalds,  C 

730a. 
Ribaudye,    s,   ribaldry,    2934;    riotous 

living,  4926. 
Rigrht,  adv.  just,  exactly,  5347;  quite,  C 

6398,  6411 ;  rig^M  nought,  not  at  all,  9071. 
Rlmpled,  o^'.  wrinkled,  449^. 
Rivelingr,  pres.  part,  puckering,  C  726a. 
Boohet,  s.  linen  garment,  4754. 
Rode,  J.  dot.  rood,  cross,  C  6564, 
Rody,  adj.  ruddy,  3629. 
Rolfirnous,  adj,  scurvy,  rotten,  C  6190. 
RoUnfiT;  pres.  part,    rocking,  quivering, 

trembling,  1906.    Cf.  Shak.  Lucr.  262. 
Ronne,  pp.  advanced,  4495. 
Roser,  s.  rose-bush,  1789,  1826, 1833, 2967. 
Rouirht,  I  pt.  s.  recked,  heeded,  1873; 

ipt.  s.  subj.  should  not  care,  C  7061. 
Rowe,  adj.pl.  rough,  1838. 
Rude,  adj.  as  pi.  s.  common  people,  2268. 
Ryve,  V.  pierce,  C  7161 ;  be  torn,  5393 ; 

Ryveth,/r.  /.  is  torn,  5718. 


Sad,  adj.  serious,  staid,  composed,  4627 ; 

pi.  grievous,  C  6907. 
Sadnesse,  s.  sobriety,  discretion,  494a 
Sailen,  v.  assail,  C  7338. 
Sakked  Freres,  Fratres  de  Sacco,  Friars 

of  the  Sack,  C  7462. 
Salowe,  adj.  sallow ;  but  read  falowe,  i.  e. 

fallow,  C  7392. 
Salue,^^r.  to  salute,  2218 ;  pr.  s.subj.  laao, 
Saxnons,  s.pl.  salmon.  C  7039. 
Sat,//.  1.  impers.  suited,  3810. 
Sautere,  s.  psalter,  C  7371. 
Say,  \pt.  s.  saw,  1722;  Sawe,  pt.  s,  subj. 

saw,  17 19. 
Say   {/or  Assay),  v.  essay,  attempt,  en- 
deavour, 5162. 
Saynt,  adj.  girded,  girdled  (?),  C  7408. 
Scantilone,  s.  pattern,  C  7064. 
Scole,  s.  scholarship,  learning,  3274. 
Score,  1.  crack  (or  hole)  in  a  wall,  2660. 
Sorlppe,  s.  scrip,  wallet,  C  7405. 
Secree,  adj.  secret,  5257. 
Seoree,  s,  secret,  5260. 
Secte,  s.  class,  category,  5745;  gen.  of 

(our)  race,  4859. 
Seden,  v.  bear  seed,  fructify,  4344. 
See,  pr.  s.  sutn*  see;  so  god  me  see,  as 

(I  hope)  God  may  protect  me,  5693. 
Seer,  adj.  sere,  dry,  4749. 
Selgrnorye,  s.  dominion,  3213. 
Seke,  adj.  sick,  5729,  5733 ;  pi.  4829. 


Semblable,  culj.  similar,  C  591 1. 
Semblable,  adj.  as  s.  resemblance,  one 
like  himself,  4855;  //.  like  (cases),  C 

6759. 
Seznblant,  s,   appearance,    disguise,  C 
6202;  (his)  hypocrisy,  C  7449;  seeming, 

^  3ao5.  3957. 
Sen,  coMJ.  since,  1984. 
Sentence,  s,  meamng,  C  7474;  //.  opi- 
nions, C  5813. 
Sermoneth,/r.  s.  sermonizes,  preaches, 

C6219. 
Servaflre,  s.  servitude,  4382, 5807. 
Servlable,  adj.  serviceable,  C  6004. 
Sette,  V, fasten  (an  accusation), 3328 ;  Set, 

pr.  s.  places,  492^,  4057 ;  pt.  pi.  besieged, 

^  7344 !  PP-  estabtished,  2077. 
Seure,  adj.  sure,  4304. 
Seurere,  adj.  comp.  surer,  more  secure,  C 

5958. 
Seynt  Amour,  William  St.  Amour,  C 

6781.    (He  wrote  against  the  friars  who 

advocated  the  Eternal  Gospel.) 
Shende,  v.  shame,  put  to  shame,  31 16; 

ger,  to  injure,  2953;  pr.  s.  ruins,  4776, 

5310;  pp.  disgraced,  ruined,  3479,  3933. 
Shene,  adj.  fair,  3713. 
Shere,  pr,  s.  subj.  can  cut,  shear,  4335; 

may  shave,  C  6196. 
Shete,  ger,  to  shoot,  1798;  Shet,  pt,  s. 

shot,  X727, 1777. 
Shette,  ger,  to  shut,  4224;  v.  shut  up, 

2091 ;  pr,  pi.  shut  up,  5771 ;    Shet,  p^, 

shut,  4368. 
Shewlngr>  <f<  demeanour,  4041. 
Sbltteth,  pr.  s.  shuts,  4100;  Shit,/^.  shut 

up,  2767. 
Shoon,  s,  pi.  shoes,  2265. 
Shrewls,  s.pl,  knaves,  C  6876. 
Shrlft-fader,  s,  confessor,  C  6423. 
Shryve,  v,  hear  confessions,  C  6364. 
Siffb,  I  //.  s,  saw,  1822. 
Si^ht,  I  pt,  s,  sighed,  1746. 
Slkerer,  adj.  comp.  safer,  C  7310. 
Slkerest,  adj.  superl.  securest,  C  6147. 
Sikemesse,  s,  certainty,  1935,  2365. 
Siklrly,  adv.  certainly,  C  6906. 
Simllacloun,  s,  dissimulation,  C  7230. 
Slmplesse,  s.  Simplicity  (the  name  of  an 

arrow),  1774;  simplicity,  C  6381. 
Sire,    s.   fother;  stre   nt   dame,   neither 

father  nor  mother,  C  5887. 
Sith,  conj.  since,  1964, 4367,  C  6266. 
Sithen,  adv.  afterwards,  1999,  C  7130. 
Sitte,  pr,  pi.  subj,  sit,  fit,  2267;  Sittand, 

pres.pt,  (Northern)  fitting,  2263 ;  Sitting, 

pres,  pt.  fitting,  suitable,  3654 ;  befitting, 

3309. 4675. 
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Skaffaut,  s,  scafToId,  a  shed  on  wheels 
vrith  a  ridged  roof,  under  cover  of 
which    the    battering    ram   was   used, 

Bklle,  s,  reason,  3190,  4543 ;  avail,  1951. 
Blake,  v,  abate,  3108. 
Sleen,  ^er,  to  slay,  C  7195 ;  jfr,  s,  3590. 
Sleigrbo,  ad/,  slv,  cunning.  C  7357. 
Sleifirbtes,  s,^/,  missiles,  C  7071;  tricks, 

C6371. 
Bio,  V,  slay,  3150, 4593 ;  ^er.  5531 ;  Sk)0,  v. 

1953.  3523 ;  Slo,/r.  1.  sufy\  4993,  5643. 
Blomrest,  3/r.  s,  slumberest,  3567. 
Slowe,  s.  moth,  4751.    F.  Uugne, 
Smete,/^.  smitten,  3755. 
Bnibbe,  v,  snub,  reproach,  4533. 
Soloor,  J.  sojourn,  4383 ;  dwelung,  515a 
Solempnely,    adv,  publicly,   with   due 

publicity,  C  6766. 
Soleyn,  adj,  sullen,  3896. 
Sophsrme,  s.  sophism,  C  7471. 
Sore,  adv.  closefy,  strictly,  2055 ;  ardently, 

ao75« 
Bote,  adj,  sweet,  4880. 
Both-eawe,  s,  truth-telling,  C  6x35, 6130, 

Botuly,  adv.  subtly,  4395. 
Soudiours,  s.pl,  soldiers,  4334. 
Bpaniflhlng,   s.   expanding,   expansion, 

3633.    O.  F.  espamr^  to  expand. 
Bparred,  //.  j.  locked,  listened,  3330. 
Bpartb,  s.  a  battle-ax,  C  5978. 
Bpered,;0>^.  {far  sperred) ,  mstened,  locked 

(F.  senti  la  clef),  3099. 
Sperhauke.  1.  sparrowhawk,  4033. 
Bpllle,  V.  kill,  1953 ;  destroy,  3163 ;  ^er.  to 

surrender   to    destruction,  5441:  //.  s. 

spoiled,  5136 ;  >^.  exhausted,  4786. 
Bpitel,  s,  hospital,  C  6505. 
Bprin^,  pr.  fl.  grow,  increase,  C  5988 ; 

pp.  advanced,  C  6054. 
Bprlnsroldes,  s.  pL  catapults,  4191. 
Squared,/^,  cut  square,  4155. 
Bquierly,  adj.  like  a  squire.  C  7415. 
Bquyre,  s,  square  (carpenter's  square),  C 

7064. 
Btant,  pr.  s.  stands,  waits.  5004. 
Stark,  adj.  downright,  C  7393. 
Btede,  s.  place,  C  5898. 
Btille  or  loude,  silently  or  aloud,  under 

all  circumstances.  C  7533. 
Btinten,  v.  cease,  C  6849 ;  pp.  stopped,  C 

^73- 
Stonde  forth,  ^er.  to  stand  out,  persist, 

S547 ;  Stoot,  pr.  s.  stands,  consists,  5581 ; 

Stant^.  s.  waits.  5004. 
Stounde,  s.  hour,  time,  1733 1  /^»  hours, 

3639. 


Stounde,    s.    ^probably    an   error    for 

waunde,  wound),  4^73. 
Btoundemele,  adj.  momentary,  3784. 
Stoundemele,  (iav.   hourly,  from  one 

hour  to  another,  3304. 
Stoutnesse,  s.  pride,  obstinacy,  1936. 
Streite,  adj.  close-fitting,  3371. 
Btrene,  s.  strain,    breed,   4859.     A.  S. 

stri^ma. 
Strepe,  v.  strip,  fleece,  C  6818. 
Btreyne,  v.  constrain,  compel,  C  6406; 


//.  s.  urged,  C  7631. 
Btrey      '  —    • 


Btreyned-Abetinence, Constrained  Ab- 
stinence, C  7335. 

Btuffen,  pr.  pi.  provide  with  defenders, 
C6390.    T.XexX^corent  Us  tnursgarnir. 

Buen,  v.  pursue,  seek,  4953. 

Bufftaunce,  s.  patience,  submission,  3463. 

B\iapecio\ia,  adj.  suspect,  open  to  sus- 
picion, C  61  la 

SusteninfiT,  <r.  sustenance,  C  6697. 

Bwelte,  2pr.  s.  subj.  die,  348a 

Swete,  3  pr.  s,  subJ.  sweat,  feel  heat, 
3^8a 

Bwink,  s.  toil,  labour,  C  6596. 

Swlnke,  v.  labour,  C  6619;  ger.  to  toil, 
3151.  5685 ;  pr.  s.  toils,  5675. 

Bwmker,  s.  toiler,  C  6857. 

Swinkinfir,  s.  toiling,  C  6703. 

SwoninjBT,  .r.  swooning,  swoon,  1737. 

By.  i.  e.  if  (F.  si),  \.  e.naphazard,  5741. 

Bythes,  //.  times,  3048, 4B68 ;  Many  sythe. 
often,  3357. 


Take,  v.  lay  hold,  5^1 ;  take  arras,  3539; 
hand  over,  C  73cS^;  v.  rejl,  surrender, 
1947 ;  /.  on  hem,  apply  to  themselves.  C 
6107  (F.text,  sur  ens  Hems  rienpremdromt) ; 
pr.  s.  betakes,  commits  himself^  C  6443 ; 
pp.  taken;  him  take,  betaken  himself^ 
C  7380;  Tan,/^.  C  5894. 

Takel,  s.  weapon,  arrow.  1739, 1863. 

Tale,  r.  reckoning;  yeve  I  Utel  tale,  I 
pay  little  heed.  C  ^5. 

Talent,  s.  good  will,  inclination,  C  6134; 
feincy,  C  7 no;  lon^ng.  3473;  desire, 
intent,  1716;  spirit,  disposition,  C  7674. 

Tan.  pp,  taken.  C  5894.    See  Take. 

Tapinafire,  s.  hiding ;  in  tapinage,  sneak- 

„  ingly,  C  7363.  ,  „        . 

TatarwafiTflres,  s.pl.  fluttering  tatters,  C 


7259. 

'aylafiriers,  s.pl. 
Tecche,  s.  fault,  badliabit,  5166;  pi.  C 


Tayiafiriers,  s.pl,  tax-gatherers,  C  681 1. 


6517. 

Teohed,  pt.  s.  taught,  C  668a 
Telle,  V.  account,  5053. 
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Templers,  s,  pi.  Knights-Templars,  C 

Temprure,  s,  tempenng,  mudng,  4177. 

Tempe,  s,  time;  at  prime  temps,  at  the 
first  time,  at  first,  3373. 

Tene,  s,  ruin,  blight,  475a 

Teepye,  v,  to  espy,  3156. 

Than,  canj,  than  if,  4328. 

Thank,  s.  thanks,  4584 ;  (F.  text,  son  gri 
deservir) ;  good  will,  a6^,  2700 ;  in  thank, 
with  thanks,  with  good  will,  2115,4577; 
Thankes,  //.  thanks,  9036 ;  thy  thanhis, 
with  thy  good  will,  3463. 

Thar,  adv.  there,  1853,  '857. 

Thar,  pr.  s.  impers.  needs ;  you  thar^  you 
need,  3604. 

Thee,  v.  thrive ;  so  mote  I  thee,  as  I  hope 
to  thrive,  3086,  4841,  C  5899. 

Thempryee  (for  The  empryse),  the  cus- 
tom, 2286. 

Ther-ffeyn,  prep,  against  this,  C  6555. 

Thilke,  pron.  that,  2106,  C  598a 

Thingr,  s.  pi.  things,  propert3r,  C  6670. 

Thinges,  s.  pi.  business,  doings,  C  6037. 

This,  for  this  is,  C  6057,  6452. 

Thouirht,  s.  the  object  of  thought  per- 
sonified (?),  2473.  (B***  *  corrupt  read- 
ing; read  That  swete,  answering  to 
S'amie  in  the  F.  text.) 

Threste,  i  pr.  s.  thrust,  C  6825. 

Thrin^e,^^.  to  thrust,  C  7419. 

Thritty,  adj.  thirty,  42x1. 

Throwe,  s,  moment,  1771,  3867. 

Thrust,  s.  thirst.  4722. 

Thurgrh-souirht,  pp.  examined  thor- 
oughly, 4948. 

Til,  prep,  to ;  him  til,  to  him,  4594. 

Tiller,  s.  tiller,  husbandman,  4339. 

To-beten,  pp.  t>elaboured,  C  6126. 

Tobeye,  to  obey,  3534. 

To-drawe,  pp.  torn  m  pieces,  C  6126. 

Tofom,  prep,  before,  2969;  God  toibm, 
in  the  sight  of  God,  C  7198. 

Token,  pt.  pi.  took  (i.  e.  took  Christ  to 
witness,  appealed  to  Christ),  C  7122. 
(The  translation  is  entirely  wrong; 
hence  the  hick  of  sense.) 

To\^e,pp.  {.error  for  Told),  told,  C  6598. 

To-me-ward,  towards  me,  3354,  3803. 

To-moche-Yevlnfir,  Giving  too  much,  C 

5837. 
Ton,  the,  the  one,  5217 ;  the  toon,  5559. 
To-quake,  v,  quake  greatly ;  al  to-quake, 

tremble  very  much,  2527. 
To-shckke,  v.  shake  to  the  foundations, 

ruin,  C  5981. 
To-shar,  pt.  s.  lacerated,  cut  in  twain, 

1858. 


To-shent,  pp.  undone ;  al  to-shent,  utterly 

undone,  1903. 
Touret,  s.  turret,  4164. 
Toum,  s.  turn,  547a 
Trace,  v.  walk,  go  about,  C  6745 ;  pr.  pi, 

walk,  live,  5753. 
Transmewe,  v.  transmute,  be  changed, 

2526. 
Trasshed,/^.  betrayed,  3231. 
Trechour,  s.  traitour,  C  7^16',  cheat,  C 

6602. 
Tree,  s.  wood,  1747, 1808,  2408,  C  7061. 
Trefiret,  s.  trap,  snare,  C  6312 ;  trickery, 

guile,  C  6267,  6825. 
Trefiretours,  s.pl.  tricksters,  C  7587. 
Tregretrye,  J.  trickery,  C  6382;  tnck,  C 

6374. 
Trepefiret,  s.  a  military  engine  made  of 

wood,  used  for  hurling  large  stones  and 

other  missiles,  a  trebuchet,  C  6279. 
Trichour,  adj.  treacherous,  6308. 
Trist,  V.  trust.  4364 ;  pp.  3929. 
Trouble,  adj.  troubled.  1755. 
Troubler,  adj,  comp.  dinuner,  less  bright, 

C  71 16. 
Trowandjrse,  s,  knavery,  villany,  3954. 
Trowe,  v.  believe,  C  6873. 
Truaundlnsr,  s.  idling,  shirking,  C  6721. 
Truaundyse,  s.  idleness,  shirking.  C  6664. 
Truaunt,  s.  idler,  loafer,  C  6645. 
Tumble,  v.  cause  to  tumble,  cause  to 

perform  athletic  feats,  C  6836;  ger,  to 

tumble,  5469. 
Turves,  s.pl.  sods  of  turf,  C  7062. 
Twinne,  v.  separate,  go  apart,  4813 ;  part, 

5077;  depart.  4367. 

U. 

Unavysed,  adj.  heedless,  indiscreet, 
foolish,  4739. 

Unbond,  pt.  s.  released,  C  6416;  pp.  un- 
fiistened,  4700 ;  opened,  2226. 

Unclosed,/^,  untied,  unCsistened,  4698. 

Unclosid,  pp.  unenclosed,  3921,  3925. 

UndirfoniiKth,  pr.  s.  undertakes,  5709. 

Unese,  s.  uneasiness,  trouble,  3102 ;  dis- 
comfort, 2596. 

Unhappe,  s.  mishap,  ill  fortune,  5492. 

Unhyde,  v.  unfold,  reveal,  2168. 

Unlefulle,  adj.  illicit,  488a 

Unnethe,  adv.  scarcely,  i.  e.  it  will 
scarcely  be,  C  6541;  unnethis,  hardly, 
5461. 

Unreleeed,  adj.  unrelieved,  2729. 

Unsperd,  pp.  unbolted,  unbarred,  2656. 

Unthrift,  s.  wastefulness,  4926. 

XJnwelde,  adj.  impotent,  feeble,  4886. 
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Up-oaste,  //.  s,  lifted  up,  C  7199. 
Updresse,  v,  set  up,  prepare,  C  7067. 
Up-rifiTht,  adv,  on  thy  back,  2561. 
Urchouns,  j.  //.  hedgehogs,  3135. 
Utter,  Mfy'.  outer,  4208. 


Vallith,  pr.  s.  avaik,  5765. 
Valour,  s.  worth,  5236,  5556;  value,  5538. 
Vassedafire,  s.  prowess,  courage,  C  5871. 
Vekke,  i.  old  woman,  hag,  ^s§6,  4495. 
Vendable,  adj,  venal,  vendible,  saleable, 

5804. 
Vergrer,  j.  orchard,  3234, 3618, 3831, 3851. 
Vermayle,   ad/,   vermilion,  scarlet-red, 

Vuayiisly,  adv.  disgracefully,  3994. 

Vile3ni,  s.  peasant,  yokel,  churl,  1990; 
Vilayns,/^tf«.  churl's,  1992. 

Vitaille,  s,  victuals,  delicacies,  C  7044. 

Volde,  V.  drive  away,  5164 ;  pr,  s.  removes, 
2833,  2845 '»  *^A  ^^  remove,  clear,  2283 ; 
imp.  pi.  put  away,  3571. 

Voluntee,  s.  will,  desire,  <276. 

Vouohe,  pr.  s,  1  per.  vouchsafe ;  For  sauf 
of  cherlis  I  ne  vouche,  for  I  do  not 
vouchsafe,  among  churls,  2002.  (Or 
read  to  for  of^ 

VowoAe^pp,  (?)  well  found,  hence,  excel- 
lent, C  7063. 

W. 

Wacohe,  s.  watching,  \ymg  awake,  4132. 
Wade,  V,  wade,  go  about,  5022. 
WalkynfiT.  s.  waUdng  ( ?) ,  2682.  (  Perhaps 

read  talking;  F.  text,  purlers.) 
Walowe,  V.  toss  {or  roll)  alx>ut,  2562. 
Wanbope,  s.  despair,  4432, 4433, 4708. 
Wante,  v.  be  lacking,  253a 
Ware,  s,  commodity,  C  5926. 
Wame,  v.  inform,  C  7657 ;  pt.  s.  refused, 

C  5^<> :  PP'  refused,  denied,  2604,  3426, 

5245.  C  7502. 
Wawe,  ^.  wave,  4712. 
Wayte,  ^er.  to  beset  (me)  with,  to  plot. 


Wedei 


Teder,  s.  storm,  4336. 
Weed,  s.  religious  habit,  C  6359. 
Welfarlnsr,  adj.  well-favoured,  C  6866. 

F.  text,  Se/es. 
WeUHelingre,  s.  Good-concealment,  C 


iTene,   s,  expectation.  2046;    withouten 
wene,  doubtless.  2415,  2668,  2683, 4596. 
Wene,  v.  suppose,  2761;    {read  mak'th 
[him]  wene;  F.  text,  Qu^ilse  cuide)  ;  pr. 


,^5 
Wer 


WJ 


J.  subj.  imagine,  5672 ;  Wende,  i  pt.  1. 

imagined,  4322. 
WenmsTt  s.  imagination,  2766. 
Went,/^.  departed,  turned  away,C  6185. 
[Went,  pr.  s.  turns  aside,  C  6205.]    Sup- 

E)lied  by  guess. 
Were,  s.  distraction   (F.  guerre),  5699; 

withouien  were,  without  doubt  (a  dMi- 

acteristic  expletive  phrase,  common  in 

Fragment    B),  1776,  2568,  2740,   3351, 

J452,  4468,  5485.  5657,  5692. 

ere,  v.  wear  away,  devour,  4752;  £^er. 

to  wear,  i.  e.  to  wear  away  (the  shore) , 

W712;  pr.pl.  C  6215;  pt.pL  C  6244. 
erne,  v.  deny,  refuse,  3443,  C  6673; 
r^r.  2jy>.  See  Wame. 
errey,  v.  war  against,  oppose,  C  6926 ; 
^er.  to  make  war  upon,  3251 ;  pr.  s.  wars 
against,  3699;  i  pr.  pi.  make  war.  C 
7018;    Werreyed,  pp.   warred   against, 

WI917. 
ery,  v.  worry,  strangle,  C  6264. 
Wethers,  s.  gen.  wether's,  sheep's,  C 

6259. 
WeylLedfpp.  as  adj.  too  weak,  4737. 
Wher,  coHj.  whether,  2617,  5191. 
Whetted,/!^,  sharpened,  C  6197. 
Whitsonday,  s.  Whitsunday,  2278.    Cf. 

'Garlands,  Whitsunday,  iijtf,';   Brand's 

Pop.  Antiq.  s.  v.  Whitsun-ale. 
Whylom,  adv.  sometimes,  4355,  5350; 

formerly,  4123,  C  709a 
Whyte  monkes,  s.  pi.  Cistercians,  i.  e. 

Reformed  Benedictines,  C  6695. 
Wicked-Tonffe  (F.  MaieboucJu),  C  7424. 
Wigrht,  s.  man,  creature,  C  5961. 
Wigrbt,  adj.  active.  4761. 
Wilfully,  adv.  willingly,  4808,  C  5941. 
Willen,  V.  desire,  2482. 
William,  W.  Seint  Amour,  C  6763, 6778. 
Wimple,  s.  wimple,  3864.   A  band  usually 

of  linen  which  covered  the  neck,  and 

was  drawn  up  over  the  chin,  strained 

up  each  side  of  the  feice,  and  generally 

&stened   across   the   forehead;    called 

also  barbe,  gorget,  or  chin-doth. 
Winde,  v.  turn   about,    1810;    escape. 

2056. 
Winke,  v.  sleep,  4568 ;  2/r.  s.  stUJ,  2348. 
Wis,  adv.  verily,  C  6433. 
Wite,  V.  know,  C  6105, 6208. 6939 ;  Wit.  v. 

3145.  5574;  Wist,  pt.  pi.  knew,  C  5864; 

Wisten, //.//.  sudj.  knew,  C  6087. 
Wone,  ipr.  s.  dwell,  C  6143. 
WoninfiTy  s.  dwelling-place,  C  608a. 
Wonincr-Places,  s.  pi.  dwelling-places, 

C  61 19. 
Wonnen, //.//.  won,  C  6252. 
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Wood,  adj.  mad,  3138,  3776,  C  6263;  rag- 
ing, 19^1. 

Wook,  I  pt,  s,  kept  awake,  watched,  1877. 

Woot, /r.  /.  knows,  5257. 

Worcne,  v,  work,  cause.  C  60^2. 

Worche,  v.  deal  (with  what  they  have  to 
do),  C  6037.  MS.  G.  has  woriht ;  Lot, 
ladies  wortht  =  let  ladies  alone.  The 
passage  is  obscure. 

worchin^s,  s,pl.  doings,  C  6585. 

Worth,  adj.  worthy.  C  7104. 

Woet,  a  /r.  J.  knowest  (thou) ,  4977 ; 
Wostow,  knowest  thou,  C  0075,  6373. 

Woxen,  pp.  grown,  C  714a 

Wrapped,//,  s.  subj.  should  wrap,  C  6a6o. 

Wrattbed,  i  //.  s.  made  angry,  4108 ;  pp. 
enraged,  3097. 

Wreke,  pp.  revenged,  336a. 

Wrenche,  s.  turn,  trick,  4992. 

Wresrlngr,  J.  betraying,  disclosure,  5220. 

Writ,  pr.  s.  writes,  C  6585. 

Wryen,  ger.  to  cover,  C  6684 ;  v.  disguise, 
C  679^ ;  cover  up,  clothe,  C  6819  (F.  text, 
s'afiibtenf). 

Wrytho,  v.  twist,  43^9. 

WurchlnfiT,  5.  machmation,  C  6123. 

Wjrte,  s.  blame;  to  wyte^  a  matter  of 
reproach,  3558. 


Yaf ,  pt.  s.  gave,  2339, 4500. 
Yalt,  /r.  s.  re/,  betakes  himself^  4904. 
See  Yelde. 


Yate,  s.  gate,  4230. 

YateB,  s.p/,  gates  (ha  miswrittemjbr  gates, 

i.  e.  ways),  5722. 
Y-bake,  pp.  baked,  C  7048. 
Y-do,  //.  done;  Aave  y-do,  have  done! 

1941. 
Y6,  J.  eye,  4964. 
Yedest,  2//.  s.  wentest,  3227 ;  Yede,//.  s. 

went,  51^1 ;  has  ^one,  2585. 
Yeft,  s.  gift,  granting,  3664. 
Yelde,  v.  yield,  1933;  submit  (thyself),  C 

6283 ;  imf.  s.  yield,  1930. 
Yeme,  aav.  readily,  eagerly,  C  6719. 
YemlnflT,  s.  affection,  C  5951. 
Yeten,  pp,  poured  out,  5702.    Pp.  from 

A.  S.  geotan. 
Yeve,  I  pr.  s.  care,  regard,  C  6464. 
Yevlnfir,  J.  giving.  C  5^. 
Y-fere,  adv.  together,  m  company,  3806. 
Y-holpe,  fp.  helped,  holpen,  §50^. 
Ylngr,   adj.  young,   2208.     K  Northern 

form. 
Y-let,  pp.  hidden,  5335. 
Yllche,  adv.  equaily.  alike, 


Yolden,/^.  requite'd,  4556.'  See  Yelde. 
Yore,  adv.  long  ago,  C  7599. 
Youtb-hede,  s.  youthhood,  4931. 
Ypocrsrte,  s.  hypocrite,  C  6482. 
Yre,  s.  anger.  3174.    F.  text,  ire, 
Y-sene,  adj.  visible,  C  6806. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  5238. 

Y-wls,  adv.  certainly,  2788,  5554,  5790 ;  C 
5825, 5896. 59x5. 6879.  6932, 7400. 7564- 


THE  END. 
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